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Speakers 

 

Nicholas Agar 

is is Professor of Ethics at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. 

His research areas focus on Ethics and Technology, Data Ethics, Bioethics, 

Applied Ethics. He has extensively on the human consequences of 

technological change, with his latest book How to Be Human in the Digital 

Economy published this year. Prof. Agar holds a PhD from the Australian 

National University.  

 

Russell Buchan 

is a Senior Lecturer in international law at the University of Sheffield. His 

main areas of research are in the fields of public international law, 

international relations and cyber security, with particular research 

interests in the areas of international political and legal theory, 

international peace and security (UN law), international humanitarian 

law, international criminal law, international human rights law and 

international cyber law. He is author of Cyber Espionage and International 

Law, published with Hart in 2018. Dr. Buchan received his PhD. from University of Bristol.  
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Massimo Durante 

is Professor in Philosophy of Law and Legal Informatics at the Department 

of Law, University of Turin. He holds a PhD in Philosophy of Law, 

Department of Law, University of Turin, and a Ph.D. in Moral Philosophy, 

Faculty of Philosophy, Paris IV Sorbonne. He is Faculty Fellow of the Nexa 

Center for Internet and Society at the Politecnico of Turin, Member of the 

Scientific Board of the Master in Data Protection Law at the Department 

of Law, University of Turin, and Member of the Executive Editorial Board 

of the Philosophical Studies Series, Springer. His main interests are law 

and technology, information ethics, digital governance and information technology law, privacy 

and data protection law, AI & law. 

 

Anthony Elliott 

is Dean of External Engagement and Executive Director, Hawke EU Jean 

Monnet Centre of Excellence at the University of South Australia, where 

he is Research Professor of Sociology. He is also currently Visiting Super 

Global Professor at the Graduate School of Human Relations, Keio, Japan 

and Visiting Professor of Sociology at University College Dublin, Ireland.  

Professor Elliott is a Fellow of the Academy of the Social Sciences in 

Australia. He was previously Director of the Hawke Research Institute at 

the University of South Australia. Prior to that position, he was Professor 

of Sociology at the University of Kent at Canterbury UK, and Professor of Sociology at Flinders 

University Australia. Professor Elliott is a prominent social theorist, sociologist and public 

intellectual. He is the author and editor of some 41 books, which have been translated or are 

forthcoming into 17 languages.  

 

Robert Geraci 

is Professor of Religious Studies at Manhattan College. He studies the 

power of religion in contemporary culture, particularly with regard to the 

interaction between religion and technology. His past research focused 

upon the relationship between artificial intelligence (AI), robotics and 

religion, primarily the Singularity, mind uploading and sentient machines, 

as well as Shinto and Buddhist ideas as they relate to the development of 

Japanese robotics. Professor Geraci earned his MA and PhD in Religious 

Studies at the University of California at Santa Barbara. 
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Janina Loh 

is university assistant (Post-Doc) in the field of philosophy of technology 

and media at the University of Vienna. Her main research interests lie in 

the field of trans- and posthumanism (especially critical posthuman-ism), 

robot ethics, feminist philosophy of technology, responsibility research, 

Hannah Arendt, the-ories of judgement, and ethics in the sciences. Dr. Loh 

received her Ph.D. from Humboldt University Berlin.  

 

Vincent C. Müller 

is Professor of philosophy at Technical University of Eindhoven (TU/e), 

University Fellow at the University of Leeds and Turing Fellow at the Alan 

Turing Institute, London - as well as President of the European Society for 

Cognitive Systems and Chair of the euRobotics topics group on 'ethical, legal 

and socio-economic issues'. He was also Stanley J. Seeger Fellow at 

Princeton University and James Martin Research Fellow at the University of 

Oxford. He received his PhD from University of Hamburg. His research 

focuses on theory and ethics of disruptive technologies, particularly artificial 

intelligence. 

 

Jonathan Pengelly 

is PhD candidate at Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington, New 

Zealand. His research explores the connections between machine freedom, 

moral agency and intelligence, with a particularly interest in the idea of an 

integrated moral community which extends to include forms of machine 

intelligence. 

 

Chris Reed 

is Professor of Computer Science and Philosophy at the University of 

Dundee in Scotland, where he heads the Centre for Argument 

Technology. He has been working at the overlap between argumentation 

theory and artificial intelligence for two decades and specializes in the 

theory, practice and commercialization of argument technology. Prof. 

Reed is author of over 200 peer-reviewed papers in the area including 

five books, and has served as a director of several technology companies. 

He has also been instrumental in the development of the Argument Interchange Format, an 

international standard for computational work in the area. He is spear-heading the major 
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engineering effort behind the Argument Web and is a founding editor of the Journal of 

Argument & Computation. 

 

Elke Schwarz 

is Lecturer in Political Theory at Queen Mary University London. Her 

research focuses on the intersection of ethics of war and ethics of 

technology with an emphasis on the ethics of unmanned and 

autonomous/intelligent military technologies and their impact on the 

politics of contemporary warfare. Elke is involved in a number of inter-

disciplinary initiatives on the ethics of drone warfare and is currently 

working on a British Academy/Leverhulme funded project on military 

ethics and Artificial Intelligence. She is the author of ‘Death Machines: 

The Ethics of Violent Technologies’ (Manchester University Press, 2018), which investigates how 

technologies shape subjectivities, and, in turn, ethics.  

 

Michael J. Selgelid 

is Director of the Monash Bioethics Centre, Director of the World Health 

Organization (WHO) Collaborating Centre for Bioethics therein, and Adjunct 

Professor in the School of Public Health and Preventative Medicine at 

Monash University. His research primarily focuses on public health ethics 

(especially regarding infectious disease) and ethical issues associated with 

biotechnology. Prof. Selgelid[ edits a book series in Public Health Ethics 

Analysis for Springer and is Co-Editor of Monash Bioethics Review. Prof. 

Selgelid holds a a PhD in Philosophy from the University of California, San 

Diego  

 

Erik Vermeulen 

is Professor of Business and Financial Law at Tilburg University in The 

Netherlands, Senior Legal Counsel at Signify (formerly known as Philips 

Lighting) and an Innovation Advisor. He has a particular interest in how 

artificial intelligence, sensors, data-analytics, and blockchain are 

amplifying and accelerating each other and creating new opportunities 

across all areas of the economy and society and regularly serves as an 

expert advisor to international organizations, such as the European 

Commission, the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United 

Nations, the World Bank, and national and local governments around the world.  
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Markus Wagner 

is Associate Professor at the University of Wollongong. He teaches and 

writes in the areas of international law, constitutional law and comparative 

law. His recent scholarship has focused on the development of autonomous 

weapon systems, its compatibility with international humanitarian law as 

well as the ethical and political ramifications of its future deployment. His 

work has appeared or is forthcoming in the Journal of World Trade, the 

Harvard Journal of International Law, the University of Pennsylvania Journal 

of International Law, the Vanderbilt Journal of Transnational Law, and the 

Fordham International Law Journal.  

 

Pindar Wong 

is the Chairman of VeriFi (Hong Kong) Ltd, a discrete Internet Financial 

Infrastructure consultancy. He is an Internet pioneer, who co-founded the 

first licensed Internet Service Provider in HK and leads the 'Belt and Road 

Blockchain Consortium'. He also serves on the Hong Kong Government's 

Committee on Innovation, Technology and Re-industrialization, and on the 

HK Trade Development Council ICT Services advisory committee. Previously, 

he was the first Vice-Chairman of the Internet Corporation for Assigned 

Names and Numbers (ICANN), Chairman of the Asia Pacific Internet Association, as well as 

alternate Chairman of Asia Pacific Network Information Center.  

 

John Zeleznikow 

is Professor of Information Systems at Victoria Business School, 

Victoria University in Melbourne, Australia.  Prior to this position he 

was Director of the Joseph Bell Centre for Forensic Statistics and Legal 

Reasoning at the University of Edinburgh Law School. He has published 

four research monographs and eighty-eight refereed journal articles as 

well as over two hundred refereed conference articles and book 

chapters.  He has performed pioneering research on using machine learning and game theory 

to support legal decision making.  

 


