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Asia in Review (AiR) online panel discussion 

 

“Religious Extremism and Intolerance in Asia: 

Where are we heading in 2022?” 

 
17 December 2021, 2.00-4.15 pm Bangkok time, online via Zoom 

 

States across Asia are facing challenges to political stability and societal peace posed by a 

surge in religious extremism and intolerance. This holds true for all three religions dominant 

in Asia, including Hindu nationalism, militant Buddhism and Islamic extremism. The 

lynching of a Christian Sri Lankan factory manager in Sialkot, Pakistan, earlier this month is 

only the latest in a string of killings in the name of faith on which news media report on a 

regular basis. In October, Hindus were killed in Bangladesh in an unrest during Durga Puja, 

the holiest Bengali Hindu festival of the year, after rumors spread that the Quran was 

desecrated when it was allegedly placed at the feet of the Hindu Goddess Durga. In 

September Myanmar’s ruling military junta released from prison a controversial Buddhist 

monk who has been dubbed “The Face of Buddhist Terror” and accused of inciting anti-

Muslim violence in sermons. His release has raised concerns over the rights of the country's 

religious minorities. Hindu nationalism is backed on social media filled with videos of self-

appointed protectors of Hinduism calling for the lynching of Muslims. 

Against this backdrop, the webinar will explore and discuss religious extremism in Asia with 

regards to recent developments and current trends as well as the threats for state and society 

– terrorism and other threats –, as well as the possibilities, strategies and policies of state 

response. Included in the discussion is also the question what role the power seizure of the 

Taliban in Afghanistan is playing in pushing religious extremism in Asia. 
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Agenda 

 

2:00-2:10 pm Welcoming words  
 

Henning Glaser, Director, German-Southeast Asian Center of 
Excellence for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG), Faculty of 
Law, Thammasat University  
 
Axel Neubert, Dr., Director, Hanns Seidel Foundation, Thailand/Laos 
Office Bangkok 
 

2:10-3:45 pm Panel Discussion: “Religious Extremism and Intolerance in Asia:    
Where are we heading in 2022?”     

 
Panelists:                        
 
DB Subedi, Dr., Faculty of Humanities, Arts, Social Sciences and 
Education, University of New England 
 
Mohd Kamarulnizam Abdullah, Prof. Dr., School of International 
Studies, Universiti Utara Malaysia 
 
Ahmad El-Muhammady, Dr., International Institute of Islamic 
Thought and Civilisation, International Islamic University Malaysia 
 
Moderation:  
 
Michael Vatikiotis, Dr., Asia Regional Director, Centre for 
Humanitarian Dialogue  
 
 

3:45-4:15 pm Q & A, open forum discussion 
 
 

4:15 pm  Concluding remarks 
 

 


