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Dear Reader,

This week in 'CPG's Asia in Review': pieces on

constitutional politics and human rights in Southeast

Asia with Indonesia and Malaysia approaching critical

junctures, news on continuously growing terror threats

in the region and noteworthy developments in China

as well as interesting background readings. 

You are cordially invited to read about all this and

more below. Please enjoy your reading!

Henning Glaser (Director, CPG)

 

P.S. CPG's latest quarterly online magazine, COM, is now

available online! Click here or the button below to read

through a set of intriguing articles, thought-provoking

interviews with Saman Zia-Zarifi (new Secretary General of

ICJ) and Moden Yi (from Action Pour Les Enfants

Cambodia), as well as eye-opening scholarly insights into

Chinese military developments in the East and South

China Seas. You can also browse previous issues of COM

on CPG's new website!
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7KDLODQG��3ROLWLFDO�ODZ �EODVWHG�IRU�ELDV

Thailand’s organic bill on criminal procedures for

holders of political positions, recently approved by the

NLA, has drawn criticism over its ambiguity and

partiality. Critics argue that it has been designed to

target ex-PM Thaksin Shinawatra and politicians

supporting him. The law creates a double standard in

legal prosecution against politicians and other groups

of people.
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$Q�HOHFWLRQ�OLNH�QRQH�RWKHU���LV�LW�WLP H�IRU�FKDQJH�LQ

0 DOD\ VLD"

In Malaysia, the next general election will be held at a

still undecided date before August 2018. However, this

election will bring several “firsts”: A new coalition, a

new logo, a new atmosphere of economic malaise and

a new wave of young voters mean there are virtually

no points of reference for it.

�6RXWK�&KLQD�0 RUQLQJ�3RVW�
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7KH�QH[ W�HOHFWLRQ�Z LOO�EH�DERXW�UHOLJLRQ��: K\

,QGRQHVLDvV�3UHVLGHQW�KDG�WR�DEDQGRQ�KLV�DOO\ �$KRN

The article highlights the Indonesian President’s

uncomfortable position between a rock and a hard

place in form of a nationalism rooted in the country's

authoritarian past on the one hand and an increasingly

illiberal Islamic fundamentalism on the other while

liberal voices are at risk to be increasingly marginalized

in the world' largest Muslim country’s polity with no

end in sight before the 2019 elections.

�6RXWK�&KLQD�0 RUQLQJ�3RVW�

5HDG�0 RUH

3KLOLSSLQH�%DFNJURXQG�3RUWUDLW��Ð5XG\ �) DUL³ DV��

ERVV�LQ�WKH�+ RXVHÑ

A portrait of the House Majority Leader and Ilocos

Norte politician Rodolfo Fariñas who has delivered the

votes needed to pass the President's priority bills and

who generally makes things work in a chamber of

sometimes unruly lawmakers.
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0 \ DQP DU�%DFNJURXQG�5HDGLQJ��0 \ DQP DUÎV�0 \ WK�RI

( WKQLFDO�8 QLW\

Matthew Walton points out the pitfalls of prescribing

to the “myth” of pre-independence ethnic unity in

Myanmar and advocates for an unbiased view on

history.

�7KH�7HD�&LUFOH�

5HDG�0 RUH
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6RXWK�. RUHD��0 RUH�WKDQ�� �LQ�� � �IDYRU�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO

UHYLVLRQ

The majority of South Koreans believe their

Constitution and the country’s  basic law need to be

updated to improve their fundamental rights and good

governance.

�<RQKDS�

5HDG�0 RUH

+ XP DQ�7UDï FNLQJ�LQ�7KDLODQG��( QVXUH�MXVWLFH�LQ

7KDLODQGÎV�ODUJHVW�HYHU�KXP DQ�WUDï FNLQJ�WULDO

The criminal Court Division for Human Trafficking in

Bangkok will render the decision against state officers

involved in the case of mass human trafficking of

Rohingya refugees. Although this reflects the

government’s will to address the human trafficking

issue, NGO’s remain critical.

�$VLDQ�&RUUHVSRQGHQW�

5HDG�0 RUH
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+ XP DQ�7UDï FNLQJ�LQ�0 DOD\ VLD��0 DOD\ VLDQ�ULJKWV

JURXS�FDOOV�IRU�FUDFNGRZ Q

A Malaysian rights group lamented the lack of action

taken by Malaysian authorities to crack down on

human trafficking following the discovery of death

camps at the Thai-Malaysian border in 2015.

�6RXWK�&KLQD�0 RUQLQJ�3RVW�

5HDG�0 RUH
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0 DOD\ VLDQ�) HGHUDO�6WDWH�. HODQWDQ�DP HQGV�6KDULD

ODZ �WR�DOORZ �SXEOLF�FDQLQJ

The Malaysian state of Kelantan on Wednesday (Jul 12)

overhauled its Islamic laws to allow caning in public,

prompting criticism that the move was against the

constitution.

�&KDQQHO�1 HZV�$VLD�

5HDG�0 RUH

&DP ERGLD
V�. KP HU�5RXJH�7ULEXQDO��0 LVVLRQ

$FFRP SOLVKHG"

With the Cambodian Khmer Rouge Tribunal coming to

an end, it is time to take stock of what has been

achieved. The tribunal has been strongly criticised

since its onset but proponents have highlighted key

achievements.

�7KH�' LSORP DW�

5HDG�0 RUH
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,QGRQHVLD�Ð8 QGHU�WKH�%ODFN�) ODJÑ��,QGRQHVLD

QXP EHU�WZ R�RQ�OLVW�RI �IRUHLJQ�,VODP LF�6WDWH

MLKDGLVWV�DUUHVWHG�LQ�7XUNH\

Even as its caliphate dwindles away in Iraq and Syria,

ISIS appears equipped for a long struggle in the

Philippines and possibly elsewhere in Southeast Asia.

(Bangkok Post)

5HDG�0 RUH
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0 \ DQP DUvV�&RXQWHU�,QVXUJHQF\ �6WUDWHJ\ �DQG�LWV

KXP DQLWDULDQ�FRVWV�Ë�7KH�Í) RXU�FXWVÎ�VWUDWHJ\

GHHSHQV�0 \ DQP DUÎV�Z DU�Z RXQGV

Stella Naw provides a critical view of the Tatmadaw’s

counter-insurgency “Four Cuts” strategy, which is

aimed at isolating armed resistance groups throughout

the country.

�$VLD�7LP HV�

5HDG�0 RUH

%DQJODGHVK��0 LOLWDQF\ �ULVLQJ�GXH�WR�SRYHUW\ �	

P LVLQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI �UHOLJLRQ

Rising radicalization towards Islamic militancy is

subject of this overview, which addresses changing

pattern of radicalization, causes and catalyzing factors

for militancy as well as possible counter-strategies.

�3URWKRP �
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6LQJDSRUHvV�) RUHLJQ�3ROLF\ ��9LYLDQ�%DODNULVKQDQ

RXWOLQHV�WKH�FRUH�SULQFLSOHV

Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan has

laid out five principles of Singapore’s foreign policy

focusing around sovereignty, independence and

advancing the city states own interest whilst

cooperating with other countries. His speech in full can

be found here.

�7KH�6WUDLW�7LP HV�

5HDG�0 RUH

,QGRQHVLD�	 �7KH�6RXWK�&KLQD�6HD��: K\ �' LG

,QGRQHVLD�-XVW�5HQDP H�,WV�3DUW�RI �WKH�6RXWK�&KLQD

6HD"

Since more recently Indonesia takes a more assertive

stance to maintain its interest in the South China Sea
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despite being not a not a claimant to the South China

Sea disputes in a technical sense. In a symbolically

significant move, Indonesia has now announced that it

had renamed a resource-rich northern portion of the

South China Sea.

�7KH�' LSORP DWV�

5HDG�0 RUH

,QGLDQ���3DNLVWDQ�%RUGHU�FHDVHí UH�YLRODWLRQV

The Indian army has retaliated against Pakistani ‘heavy

shelling and firing’ in Kashmir. The Indian army and the

Pakistani army routinely accuse each other of initiating

fire across the Line of Control that separates Pakistani

and Indian Kashmir. 

�7KH�,QGLDQ�( [ SUHVV��9RLFH�RI�$P HULFD�1 HZV�

5HDG�0 RUH
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$VVHVVLQJ�WKH�6RXWK�&KLQD�6HD�$UELWUDO�$Z DUG�DIWHU

2 QH�<HDU��: K\ �&KLQD�: RQ�DQG�WKH�8 �6��LV�/ RVLQJ

A year after the PCA ruling on the South China Sea, it

looks as though the PRC has turned a legal loss into a

political victory. Nations who have an interest in

upholding the ruling have thus far failed to exploit it to

their advantage, in particular with regards to

reputational costs that could have arguably been

imposed upon the PRC.

(LAWFARE)

5HDG�0 RUH
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7HVWLQJ�-DSDQvV�&RP SRVXUH�b�&KLQD��5XVVLD��1 RUWK

. RUHD

Increasing threats caused by North Korea, Russia, and

China are creating tensions Japan has not felt since the

end of World War II.  The threats are designed to throw

Japan off balance, and to challenge the strength of the

Japan-U.S. alliance.

�1 LNNHL�

5HDG�0 RUH

3ROLWLFDO�%DFNJURXQG��; L�-LQSLQJ�DQG�&KLQDÎV

7UDGLWLRQDOLVW�5HVWRUDWLRQ

In an effort to harmonize contemporary national

consciousness with traditional Chinese values,

President Xi Jinping has been engaging in a

tremendous project of reviving Chinese culture and

tradition.

(The Jamestown Foundation China Brief)

5HDG�0 RUH
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5HVKDSLQJ�&KLQDÎV�P LOLWDU\ ��� � �&KLQHVH�P LOLWDU\

P LOHVWRQHV�DV�; L�-LQSLQJ�RYHUKDXOV�WKH�3HRSOHÎV

/ LEHUDWLRQ�$UP \

Since 2015 major steps have been taken to reshape

China’s military and make it a modern army.
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5HDG�0 RUH

 

http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-kkjyidt-l-w/


&KLQDÎV�' UDIW�RQ�6HFXULQJ�Í&ULWLFDO�,QIRUP DWLRQ

,QIUDVWUXFWXUHÎ

In the context of the recent cyber security law, Chinese

authorities have issued further draft regulations on

protecting “Critical Information Infrastructure”. Though

unlikely to be the final version of the regulations, the

document indicates far reaching scope and significant

implications for businesses and network operators. In

addition to the article, the authors have also translated

the draft regulation here.

�1 HZ�$P HULFD�

5HDG�0 RUH

+ XP DQ�5LJKWV��Ð3HQHWUDWLQJ�/ DZ �,QWR�WKH�: DOOV�RI

&KLQHVH�' HWHQWLRQ�&HQWHUVÑ

China’s Ministry of Public Security has released the

draft law on detention centers.

�&3,�$QDO\ VLV�
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&KLQDÎV�HFRQRP LF�UHEDODQFLQJ�DFW�LV�í QDOO\ �VWDUWLQJ

WR�SD\ �Rì

China’s economic performance in the first half of 2017

shows signs of a model of sustainable growth being

achievable in China.

�6RXWK�&KLQD�0 RUQLQJ�3RVW�

5HDG�0 RUH

 

As our newsletter is still in its beginning stage, we

would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please send

any feedback you have regarding this newsletter to:

info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and browse

our new website for other updates and news! 

If for any reason you do not wish you receive CPG's

Asia in Review, please unsubscribe at the bottom of

the page. 
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