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Dear Reader,

CPG is bringing you another update on major

developments from South, Southeast and East Asia.

This week, focal points are the Islamization of

Indonesian politics, the drug war and the extremist

insurgency in the Philippines, and the 19th Congress of

the Communist Party of China.

I hope you find the selection of articles useful! As

always, do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like

to share feedback or ideas with us on AiR or any other

matters.

Very best regards,

Henning Glaser

P.S. Don't forget to check out our website for upcoming

events and the latest information about CPG and its

partners!
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Bangladesh: Return of opposition chief could

herald more active politics

Bangladesh's opposition leader, former prime minister

Khaleda Zia, returned home on Wednesday to a

rapturous welcome from her supporters after more

than three months away for medical treatment in

Britain [Channel NewsAsia].

India´s supreme court bans Diwali fireworks in

Delhi to tackle pollution

India’s supreme court has banned the sale of fireworks

in Delhi during the upcoming Diwali festival, hoping to
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prevent the usual spike in toxic air pollution levels that

accompany the holiday. India’s highest court cited data

from the World Health Organization that found the

city’s air quality to be the world´s worst and a report

from the country’s Central Pollution Control Board

indicating that pollution levels in the region were four

or five times as high on Diwali. The ban will remain in

place until November to monitor whether air pollution

levels would be substantially affected [The Guardian].

Cambodia: What went wrong with Cambodia’s

opposition party

The opposition Cambodia National Rescue Party

(CNRP) took years to form but weeks to fully unravel.

Ben Paviour takes note of the current crackdowns on

the party and draws attention to possible strategic

errors on the part of the CNRP, such as the July 2014

compromise that ended the opposition’s months-long

boycott of the National Assembly, internal divisions

around the party’s two leaders as well as a lack of

effective defense against claims of Western conspiracy

[The Diplomat].
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Indonesia: Jakarta’s new governor and the

Islamization of Indonesian politics

Anies Baswedan was sworn in as governor of Jakarta

on Monday, while Basuki Tjahaja Purnama, Jakarta’s

recently departed governor, is serving a two-year

prison sentence after being convicted of blaspheming

Islam [New York Times]. In his inaugural speech, Anies

doubled down on the identitarian religious rhetoric

that sustained his campaign and propelled him into

office, Tom Pepinsky analyzes [New Mandala].

Women’s rights advocates say recent controversies,

including the launch of a mobile dating app for

polygamists in Indonesia, have highlighted how

cultural and religious views are increasingly impeding

efforts towards gender equality in the world’s most

populous Muslim-majority nation [South China

Morning Post].
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Myanmar: How to make better laws

The Union Parliament in Myanmar is getting ready to

convene a new parliamentary session and members of

parliament are making their way back to Naypyitaw.

The author of this article draws attention to the highly

active role played by the parliament since it was first

convened in 2011. However, laws such as the “race and

religion protection laws” or section 66(d) of the

Telecommunications Law have received much

criticism. Before this background, the author proposes

new approaches to law-making in Myanmar [New

Mandala].
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Philippines: Duterte takes drug war out of hands of

police

President Rodrigo Duterte took his war on drugs away

from the 170,000-strong Philippine National Police

(PNP) and handed it over to the much smaller

Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA), which has

about 2,000 agents. The Philippine police are

suspending all anti-narcotics operations, which have

sparked public outrage over the deaths of thousands

of mostly poor suspects. Growing anger over the

violence, including killings by hit squads, has also

caused Duterte's popularity to plummet. "This is better

for the bleeding hearts and the media. I hope I will

satisfy you," he said [Straits Times].

Philippines: Which way forward for federalism?

The author of this article assesses the current state of

constitutional reform with respect to the country’s

federalization. The governing party has submitted a

draft Constitution to the House of Representatives.

Hearings on proposed changes are ongoing. But the

draft is loaded with compromises to secure quick

approval. The author points out the contentious

points, with particular emphasis on the criteria for

determining the number of federal states [Rappler].
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Thailand: New law suits against former PM Thaksin

The National Anti-Corruption Commission of Thailand

(NACC) will resume two pending criminal cases against

ousted prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra under a

new organic law that allows for the trials of fugitive

politicians. Previously, the Supreme Court's Criminal

Division for Holders of Political Positions suspended

these cases under the old law after Thaksin fled the

country [Bangkok Post]. Earlier this month, the

Attorney General decided to indict Thaksin on a lese

majeste charge and review other pending criminal

cases [Bangkok Post].

Thailand and Southeast Asia: The political and

economic importance of social media and e-
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commerce

Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg will be coming to

Thailand later this month to meet Prime Minister Gen.

Prayuth Chan-ocha. In August, Prayuth opened his own

Facebook page in what some say is an effort to appear

more affable and approachable. At the same time,

various people have been charged for running

Facebook pages criticizing the government or running

polls mocking his often eccentric behavior [Khaosod

English]. The competition for Southeast Asia’s fast-

growing e-commerce market is intensifying, with

industry titans Alibaba and Amazon launch new

ventures and acquisitions in a region projected to be

the next high-growth frontier for online retailers.

Founded by Chinese billionaire Jack Ma, Alibaba is now

the most visible player in Southeast Asia’s e-commerce

space after pouring billions of dollars into the region’s

nascent markets [Asia Times].

China: A guide to the 19th Party Congress

With the Chinese leadership initiating the 19th Party

congress this week, this detailed guide addresses the

main questions China watchers are waiting to have

answered. Among them are whether or not Xi’s

thought will be enshrined in the constitution as such,

or if and how he is looking to position himself for a
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possible third term beyond the customary 10 years of

Chinese presidency [Trivium].

China: Chinese development aid in comparative

perspectives

A US research group, AidData, has published its

research on Chinese development aid and how it

compares to that of the United States. Interestingly,

with much being said about China catching up with the

US in terms of aid it gives across the globe, with for

example cheap loans and debt forgiveness taken out

of the equation and pure focus on official development

assistance, Chinese aid amounts to only about one-

fifth of that of the US [AidData].
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Japan: Last minute, very regulated campaigning

ahead of Sunday’s poll

With the snap elections coming up on Sunday, Japan’s

parties are on the last stretch of their campaign trail.

Expectations fuelled by surveys conducted ahead of

the poll suggest a win for PM Abe’s coalition

government [Straits Times]. Whilst Abe’s relation to US

President Trump is comparatively stable, it is

interesting to note that according to a recent survey

conducted by the Washington based PEW research

centre, overall support for the US in Japan has dropped

to a nine-year low [Japan Times].
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South Korea: Former president's trial put on hold

Ousted South Korean president Park Geun-Hye's

corruption trial was put on hold Thursday after her

lawyers resigned to protest what they called biased

proceedings. The defence team quit en masse on

Monday, when Park condemned the trial as "political

revenge", after her detention warrant was extended

for another six months [Scroll].

Philippines: Duterte declares Marawi liberated

from terrorists, but the fight is likely to continue

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte declared the

southern city of Marawi liberated from pro-Islamic

State militants on Tuesday. More than 1,000 people,

mostly rebels, were killed in the battle while the heart

of the city, which was once home to 200,000 people,

has been levelled by air strikes [South China Morning

Post]. On Monday, one of Asia’s most-wanted terrorists

was killed Monday in Marawi. Isnilon Hapilon was the

leader of Abu Sayyaf, a militant group affiliated with
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the Islamic State that has held parts of Marawi since

May [New York Times]. However, experts expect

retaliatory attacks from remaining leaders of Islamic

groups with ties to IS, particularly with the Malaysian

Islamic State militant leader Dr. Mahmood Ahmad,

who has been operating in Mindanao since 2014 [Asian

Correspondent].

Australia: Strengthening security and economic

relations with the Philippines and Timor-Leste

Filipino and Australian naval forces darted across the

sea and landed on a Philippine wharf in a disaster-

response drill in the Subic Bay to strengthen the two

countries’ ability to jointly respond to typhoons and

other disasters. It reflects their deepening security ties

in a region prone to calamities, piracy and territorial

rifts [South China Morning Post]. Also, a long-running

territorial dispute between Australia and Timor-Leste

concerning vast oil and gas fields is a step closer to

resolution with the respective treaty being finalized by

The Hague’s Permanent Court of Arbitration. The

rapprochement happens before the background of

Timor-Leste recently having turned to China to balance

the influence of Indonesia to its west and Australia to

its south [Asia Times].
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Indonesia: Proposal for ASEAN intelligence sharing

to track militants

Indonesia will propose a broad intelligence-sharing

initiative among members of the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to deal with the rising

threat of radical Islamist militants. Indonesian Defence

Minister Ryamizard Ryacuda said he would propose an

"Our Eyes" initiative at the ASEAN Defence Ministers

Meeting (ADMM) in the Philippines this month [Straits

Times].
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North Korean nuclear weapons: Diplomats talk

strategy, defense industry cashes in

Diplomats from the United States, South Korea and

Japan met in Seoul on Wednesday to discuss how to

respond to North Korea’s nuclear weapons program.

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State John Sullivan said that

Washington continues to view diplomacy as the

primary means for solving the crisis, but added that

the allies must be prepared for “any eventuality” [USA

Today]. The constant missile and nuclear threats have

racked regional tensions sky-high, but they are a boon

for South Korea’s burgeoning defense industry.

International military attention has increasingly

focused on Seoul’s forces and equipment. The

country’s missiles, howitzers, submarines and

warplanes are especially popular in Southeast Asia,

Eastern Europe and South America [Inquirer].

China-Taiwan relations: The role of the US

With Donald Trump’s first trip to China coming up, a

Taiwanese official has raised the issue not to use

Taiwan as a bargaining chip in US-China relations

[China Post]. From the congress in Beijing, strong

words on Taiwan by Xi signal continuity in the PRC’s

approach to the matter [Asia Times].
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Navy SEALs were ready if Pakistan failed to free

family held as hostages

An American woman, her Canadian husband and their

three children, who were born in captivity, have been

freed, nearly five years after being taken hostage by

the Taliban-affiliated Haqqani Network in Afghanistan.

With assistance from US intelligence, Pakistani military

located the vehicle and rescued the family last week in

a dramatic confrontation with its captors. The United

States’ Navy SEAL Team was ready to mount a raid

deep into Pakistani territory to free an American citizen

and her family if the Pakistan government did not act

against the Haqqani network - the terror outfit that

had kidnapped the family five years ago [The New York

Times].
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Files reveal details of US support for Indonesian

massacre

Declassified files have revealed new details of U.S.

government knowledge and support of an Indonesian

army extermination campaign that killed several

hundred thousand civilians during anti-communist

hysteria in the mid-1960s. The thousands of files from

the U.S. Embassy in Jakarta covering 1963-66 were

made public Tuesday after a declassification review

that began under the Obama administration [Daily

Mail].

Asia’s Ambivalence about International Law and

Institutions: Past, Present and Futures
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In this academic article, Simon Chesterman explores

the reasons for Asia’s under-participation and under-

representation in international treaties and

organizations. It traces the history of Asia’s

engagement with international law and assesses Asia’s

current engagement with international law and

institutions, examining whether its under-participation

and under-representation is in fact significant and how

it might be explained. Finally, it considers possible

future developments based on three different

scenarios, referred to as status quo, divergence and

convergence [European Journal of International Law].

 

As our newsletter is still in its beginning stage, we

would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please send

any feedback you have regarding this newsletter to:

info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our new website for other updates and

news! See links at the bottom of this email:
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