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Dear Reader,

CPG is bringing you another update on major

developments from South, Southeast and East Asia.

Among the topics covered this week are the judicial

crisis in India, the human rights situation in Sri Lanka,

religious affairs in Indonesia, Xi Jinping’s position after

the Party Congress, as well as geopolitical

developments in South Asia, the Indian Ocean as well

as in the South China Sea.

I hope you find the selection of articles useful! As

always, do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like

to share feedback or ideas with us on AiR or any other

matters.

Very best regards,

Henning Glaser

P.S. Don't forget to check out our website for upcoming

events and the latest information about CPG and its

partners!
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Law and Politics in

South Asia 

 

 

Nepal: Coming elections as constitutional

turning point?

The coming provincial and federal polls on November

26 and December 7 – the first elections under the 2015

constitution after years of civil war – might become

“historic” with a most likely communist dominated

parliament after the two large communist parties

formed the Left Alliance (see the last AiR). After the

run-up to the elections saw a constitutional crisis

caused by the breakaway of one of the two communist

forces from the coalition government with the center-

right Nepali Congress, the election will easily mark

another transition.

While a failure of the elections could support the

forces aiming at the restauration of the Hindu

kingdom, the likely election victory of the Left Alliance

over the weakened Congress could also lead to a major

overhaul of the constitution. Possible would be a

departure from the parliamentary system with the

parliament electing both the prime minister and the

(more ceremonial) president in favor of a strong

executive. After all, both communist parties’ leaders

fought for the annihilation of “class enemies” and “one-

party dictatorship”.

The electoral contestation will however see not only a

weak Nepali Congress but also a very volatile Left

Alliance with Leninist as well as Maoist forces in an all

but easy relationship. The possibility of profound

constitutional changes after the 2015 constitutional

compromise that concluded the civil war’s last chapter

has, however, to be seen against the background of



limited success of constitutional politics under the

charter.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission that is

doomed to cease to exist in three months for instance

has not been able to take up any of the 61,000 human

rights violation cases stemming from the Maoist

insurgency very much because the Maoists refused to

cooperate [Indian Express].

 

India: Judicial crisis over the Chief

Justice's handling of corruption case

The Supreme Court – a strong and respected

institution of India´s constitutional system for decades

– faces its greatest crisis with the potential to taint the

Supreme Court if not the entire Indian judiciary´s

public perception.

Subject of the scandal is the case of a retired high

court judge accused of offering his services to bribe

Supreme Court judges for cash. Handling this case at

the Supreme Court, its Chief Justice Dipak Misra

allegedly intervened with a highly unusual and

questionable move to ensure that only judges of his

choice hear the case.

Even worse, the bribery scandal relates to a case over

which Chief Justice Misra himself had presided. The

affair started with a legal reform group requesting an

independent judicial investigation raising a likely bias

of the Chief Justice. The petition was then lodged for

hearing by the Supreme Court’s second most senior

justice, Jasti Chelameswar before the usual

constitution bench of the five senior-most judges of

the court including the chief justice.

When the Chief Justice overturned this order allocating

the case to a different bench, justice Chelameswar re-

scheduled the case despite a note of Misra asking him

not to make any decision. Chelameswar, however,

attached the note to the publicly available case record.

The Chief Justice then again overrode the decision by

Chelameswar ordering the case to be heard by a bench

of his choice consisting of none of the five senior most

judges.

Despite the fact, that conventional practice has been

that sensitive cases were heard by the five senior most

judges, Chief Justice Misra now claims that he as chief

justice alone had the power to decide the schedule and
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roster of the supreme court’s hearings. Cases heard in

the past by the five senior most judges were the

famous election appeal of then Prime Minister Indira

Gandhi and the likewise prominent Habeas Corpus

case during the so called ‘Emergency’ setting a

standard from which to deviate means something not

only pertaining to conventions but also the very

reputational identity of India´s Supreme Court.

As unusual the use of power by the Chief Justice and as

unpleasant the corruption allegations against several

Supreme Court justices are, there is also another side

to the ongoing scandal. After all, it is also remarkably

unusual to have such open in-fights among judges with

a senior judge effectively blowing the whistle against

the chief, whereas the case also points to the fact that

the judicial system still allows for some transparency

and civil society vigilance.

Lastly, the old question remains how to secure judicial

independence while holding the judiciary accountable

for appointments to the bench. Anyway, in the given

situation, the Chief Justice has sadly ensured that the

damage done by the corruption allegations remains

lasting - at least for him.

A similar crisis of confidence with two subsequent

corruption cases over the last years has contributed to

an erosion of trust in the Indonesian Constitutional

Court. In both countries the court has occupied a

central position in the respective power architecture

giving these corruption cases an inherently political

dimension beside their impact on the rule of law [The

Wire].

 

Pakistan: Constitutional politics in motion

Pakistan’s constitutional politics are in motion

displaying a pattern of continuity and change both not

in a very favorable direction.

After the impeachment of Prime Minister Sharif, the

polity is all but calm while potentially shifting to a new

balance of power in which influential political families,

political newcomers, the judiciary and the armed

forced will play the decisive roles in their ever-changing

politics of cooperation and conflict. After the Sharif

impeachment, his party is still in power but only ruling

aside the military, very visible recently, when U.S.

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson visited the country

holding talks with representatives of both parallel

spheres of influence.
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It has been a decade now since the military has

retreated from formal politics to exert influence

parallel to the formal power arrangements and the

situation has not much changed insofar as military,

judiciary, and politicians still seem to work on

engineering a frame for political power albeit with

much less optimism than in 2007. Since then no

political actor gained much credibility. Provincial

politics with advancing Islamic extremist groups, an

expanding religious militancy and shifting parameter in

terms of foreign policy form the background of the

current power rearrangements, highlighted in two

recent articles [Pakistan Today] [Daily Times].

The influence of the military is subject of an interesting

article by Abdul Quayyum Khan Kundi. It takes a

comparative view to the Iranian Revolutionary Guard

Corps regarding both what he views as a comparable

power position and the outlooks for an institutional

formalization of the Pakistani military’s role in politics

as a possible example [Pakistan Today].

 

Sri Lanka: Human rights and

reconciliation after the civil war

After the more recent visit of UN ‘Special Rapporteur

on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and

guarantees of non-recurrence’, Pablo de Greiff, and the

very recent third human rights examination by the UN

Human Rights Council´s Universal Periodical Working

Group in Geneva, Sri Lanka´s human rights situation

remains critical [Hiru News].

Uncovered by an Associated Press investigation, Sri

Lanka’s government faces allegations of more than 50

men who said they were raped, branded or tortured as

recently as this year. All men belong to the Tamil ethnic

minority that lost the 26-year civil war that ended 2009

with at least up to 40,000 civilian casualties in its final

months only. The torturers who accused their victims

of trying to revive a Tamil rebel group are alleged to

belong to both the police’s Criminal Investigations

Department and the Armed Forces [Washington Post].

Almost at the same time, Sri Lankan President

Maithripala Sirisena spoke unprecedentedly to a

representative gathering of more than 350

commanding officers, adjutants and regimental

sergeant majors of the Army stressing that military

camps in the Tamil dominated North will not be

removed and the government has not conducted any

type of investigation against soldiers having been

accused of severe human rights violations during the
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civil war. The President vehemently turned against

those civil society sectors asking for investigations

claiming that no single ‘war hero’ having been involved

in the war should face such investigations [Colombo

Page].

The continuing tension between the Buddhist

Sinhalese majority and the Hindu Tamil minority is also

reflected by reactions to a recent report on

constitutional reform discussions. Proposals to

introduce a devolution principle in the constitution to

empower the provinces – including the Tamil

dominated Northern and Eastern ones – sparked fierce

resistance by the politically active Buddhist clergy and

other Sinhalese nationals [The Diplomat].

In fact, the country’s highly centralized unitary system

has been counted as one of the reasons for the decade

long civil war. Even years after the Tamil Tiger’s military

defeat by massive conventional military force, the

splits are not healed in many ways. This is only

reinforced by the significant poverty allocation of the

former rebel strongholds. After the end of the civil war

an expanding credit and loan practice with predatory

interest rates entrenched a serious poverty trap which

hit especially the Tamil regions [The Hindu].

 

Maldives: Authoritarian politics in

geopolitical perspectives

Due to their strategic location at the center of the

Indian Ocean, the currently difficult situation of

domestic politics in the Maldives demands some

attention from a regional stability perspective as

reflected by two recent incidents. A Maldivian

Parliamentarian just claimed that Sri Lanka would

assist the Maldives opposition to overthrow the

Maldives Government while a team of U.S. diplomats

discussed the situation in the Maldives with their

Indian colleagues in Delhi criticizing the government’s

crackdown on the opposition as “disturbing and

unfortunate”.

Both refer to political tensions rooted in an uneasy

transition from authoritarian politics to democracy and

back. Protests against a dictatorial government in the

early 2000s eventually led to a new constitution

enacted in 2008. The first ensuing elections ousted the

old regime without leading to any sincere attempt to

deliver transitional justice. Instead, the first

democratically elected president was ousted by a soft

coup followed by the return of an offshoot of the old
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regime winning the second presidential election with a

slight margin.

The new-old regime consolidated its power with the

help of rentier politics and by arresting their political

rivals, starting with the first elected president and

leader of main opposition party Mohamed Nasheed

whose loyalists in Sri Lankan exile have been accused

to prepare a coup now. They were responded by

massive street protests leading only to amendments to

the Constitution that bolstered the regime that went

on to silence the opposition. This, however, made the

different opposition forces to join hand by forming the

Maldives United Opposition consisting of elements

from both ends of the political spectrum.

This union defeated the regime loyal forces of

President Yameen in the local council elections by a

wide margin earlier this year. With President Yameen’s

foreign allies China, Nawaz Sharif’s Pakistan and Saudi-

Arabia, the Maldives have become a regionally relevant

factor due to the government’s unprecedented

support for Chinese influence to the Indian Ocean.

Besides the growing Chinese influence, the recent

statement of US and Indian officials on the situation in

Male also extended to the current Islamization of the

Maldives facing not only a general threat of

radicalization but also about 200 Maldivian foreign

fighters in the ranks of the IS with many feared to

return now [The Hindu] [Colombo Gazette] [Ground

Views].

 

Bangladesh: Domestic poverty and sexual

abuse of refugees

Two articles highlight the troublesome human right

situation in Bangladesh haunted by the current

Rohingya refugee crisis.

The BBC report takes the fate of a 21-year old refugee

woman forced into prostitution as a sad example for

the realities on the ground [BBC], while the second

reports on Unicef’s findings that seven newborn babies

die every hour in the country, mostly due to poverty

[Dhaka Tribune]. This general condition reminds of the

grave situation a poor nation like Bangladesh is facing

with the Myanmar caused refugee crisis.
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Cambodia: Opposition party dissolved by

Supreme Court

Cambodia's Supreme Court has ordered the country's

main opposition party be dissolved. The government

accused the Cambodia National Rescue Party of

involvement in a plot to topple the government. The

dissolution may result in over 100 politicians getting

banned from office for five years. The verdict is seen as

the latest move by Prime Minister Hun Sen to remove

threats to his power ahead of elections next year [The

Telegraph].

 

Indonesia: Blasphemy, religions,

pornography, and Hitler

The man, whose edit and upload of a controversial

video led to the jailing of ex-Jakarta governor Basuki

(Ahok) Tjahaja Purnama for blasphemy, was sentenced

to one and a half years in jail for breaching information

and electronic transaction laws. Before the blasphemy

allegations, Ahok was the overwhelming favourite for

re-election [Straits Times]. Also this week, the

Constitutional Court of Indonesia ruled that the

Population Administration Law’s prohibition on

adherents of native faiths from listing their religion on

official identification cards is unconstitutional. Prior to

the court’s ruling, members of religious minorities

faced an impossible choice: leave blank the ID card’s

religion column and possibly be accused of being an

atheist – which is punishable under the blasphemy law

– or select one of Indonesia’s six officially protected

religions and be accused of falsifying their identity

[Human Rights Watch]. Another piece of legislation,

however, continues to produce discussions: the

country’s strict anti-pornography law. Ethnic minority
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groups voiced opposition to it on the basis that it

would potentially outlaw traditional forms of cultural

expression, including art and dance. Also, women’s

groups opposed aspects of the legislation that seek to

control how women can act or dress [South China

Morning Post]. Meanwhile, an Indonesian visual effects

museum that encouraged visitors to take selfies with a

waxwork of Adolf Hitler against a giant image of the

Auschwitz extermination camp has removed the

exhibit after protests [Associated Press].

 

Natural resources: Attack on copper mine

in Indonesia; Thailand faces arbitration

over gold mine

An Indonesian police officer was killed and a second

wounded after being shot in the back in an area near a

giant copper mine in the eastern province of Papua. A

string of shooting incidents in the area since mid-

August have wounded at least eight people and killed

two police officers [Straits Times]. Meanwhile, the Thai

government has begun preparing for arbitration in the

conflict over the ordered closure of an Australian gold

mine in Phichit. The Australian mining company had

previously announced that it would commence

proceedings, claiming that the government’s order to

suspend the mining operation had harmed their

business and violated the Thailand-Australia Free

Trade Agreement (TAFTA) [The Nation]. Nevertheless,

Thailand appears poised to attract more foreign direct

investment, particularly by the development of the so

called Eastern Economic Corridor [Asia Times].

 

Singapore: Cybersecurity on domestic and

ASEAN agenda

The Singaporean government will finetune several

provisions in the country's upcoming cybersecurity bill

in response to public feedback. According to the bill,

the duties of critical information infrastructure (CII)

providers in securing systems under their

responsibility will be formalized. Breaches of these

duties will result in fines of up to S$100,000 or

imprisonment of up to two years, or both. A major

point of criticism in feedback process was that CIIs

were not clearly defined [ZDNet]. As Singapore will

take over the ASEAN chair next year, the country wants

to pursue the strengthening of cyber security also on

the regional level [Straits Times].
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Thailand: PM asks six questions, faces

strong criticism; local elections and

cabinet reshuffle likely to happen

NCPO chief and Prime Minister of Thailand General

Prayut Chan-o-cha asked the public six questions

concerning elections and future politics, with one

question asking whether the NCPO had the right to

support a particular political party [Bangkok Post].

Politicians and academics immediately responded,

claiming that the move appeared to be an attempt not

only to set a political agenda but also to legitimize the

junta’s rule [The Nation]. Also, Meechai Ruchupan,

head of the Constitution Drafting Commission (CDC)

and a member of the NCPO, warned that it would be a

violation of the law if the NCPO officially supports a

party [The Nation]. At the same time, however, the

military government has announced to unlock political

activities starting with certain local polls. But local

politicians would have to avoid conflict and targeting

the NCPO during campaigning [Bangkok Post]. Finally,

it is likely that a Cabinet reshuffle will take place very

soon, Deputy Prime Minister General Prawit

Wongsuwan said on Monday [The Nation].

 

Thailand: Public prosecutors likely to have

more power over police

The Thai police and the criminal justice system are

likely to undergo a major change. Prime Minister

Prayut Chan-o-cha wants criminal investigations and

crime suppression work separated with investigations

conducted by figures other than the police, including

professionals who possess sound legal knowledge.

According to current proposals, public prosecutors

may be absorbed into a new body that can look into

criminal cases independently [Bangkok Post].

 

ASEAN leaders sign commitment

protecting migrant workers

Southeast Asian leaders closed their 31st ASEAN

Summit by signing the “ASEAN Consensus on the

Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant

Workers” which is a follow-up document to the "ASEAN

Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the

Rights of Migrant Workers" adopted in January 2007 in

Cebu. The “Consensus” includes, inter alia, provisions
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on prohibited confiscation of passports and

overcharging of placement or recruitment fees, the

right to fair and appropriate remuneration benefits

and the workers’ right to join trade unions and

associations. However, the document does not

mention whether it is legally binding or not [Rappler].

 

Youth protest culture and press freedom

in Southeast Asia

Julian CH Lee takes Malaysia as an example for the

importance of youth protests in the political culture of

Southeast Asian countries. He argues that such civil

society efforts need not necessarily be thought of as

separate from party political engagement. Moreover,

according to his analysis, the solution of future crises

would depend on the networks, values, and ideas that

are taken into society – and, he argues, young people

have been and continue to be key in articulating and

communicating that which matters [New Mandala].

The second article addresses the situation of press

freedom in ASESAN countries. As censorship by state

authorities, harassment and intimidation by armed

forces, and repressive press laws continue to stifle free

expression, the article provides a country-by-country

overview of the current state of press freedom

[Rappler].

 

Law and Politics in

East Asia 

 

 

China: Amendments to Party Statute for a

new era under Xi’s imperial rule?
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Reflecting Xi Jinping’s undisputed power as the

outcome of the 19th National Party Congress, the

revision of the Statute of the Chinese Communist Party

– the de facto constitution of the country – made at the

congress stipulates the ‘Founding of a New China’

under the guidance of Xi’s thought on ‘Socialism with

Chinese Characteristics for a New Era’ enshrined

[China Brief: The Jamestown Foundation 1]. With his

name introduced 11 times in the new statute and 15

out of the 25 members of the Politburo considered

loyal to Xi as well as his elevation to the ‘core of the

party’s leadership’, the question arises whether Xi has

become an ‘Emperor’ [China Brief: The Jamestown

Foundation 2].

 

China: Recent accounts on human rights

violations

In the book ‘The People’s Republic of the Disappeared:

Stories From Inside China’s System for Enforced

Disappearances’, published this week, leading human

rights lawyer Wang Yu has come forward with an

account on the human rights violations she had

endured during her forced disappearance and two

years of secret detention [Quartz 1]. Meanwhile,

Human Rights Watch on Wednesday published

interviews with LGBT people revealing human rights

violations during conversion therapies in public and

private hospitals to which young Chinese gays and

lesbians, bisexual and trans-genders are commonly

pressured by their families. Therapy measures include

forced medication and electro-shocks [Quartz 2].

 

Japan: Abe’s competitor in retreat

After the loss at the general elections, former

challenger to Abe’s premiership Yuriko Koike has

stepped down as leader of the Party of Hope, which

she had founded only two months ago. She has now

said she will focus on governing Tokyo, rather than

attempting to become PM. What the future of her

party holds without her at the top is questionable as

public support for the part has already dropped

significantly right after the election [Financial Times].

 

South Korea: Constitutional reform on the

way
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South Korean political parties have agreed on a

revision of the constitution the focus of which pertain

to expanding basic rights, strengthening local

government and the office of the president. While the

first two issues find broad consensus among the

parties, the last issue is contested. Whereas the

Democratic Party proposes a two-four-years term limit

without touching on the power of the president, the

opposition parties advocates a transformation of the

current presidential system to a semi-presidential

system [The Korea Times].

 

South-Korea: Sentence against confidant

of ousted President Park confirmed

The Seoul High Court rejected an appeal of Choi Soon-

sil, a confidant of impeached former President Park,

and upheld the three years sentence of a lower court.

Choi has been found guilty of abusing her close

relationship to the President to gain favors for her

daughter’s education including admission to Ewha

Woman’s University over better qualified candidates

and receiving good grades for courses without

attendance and fulfilling assignments. The prison

sentences against the involved university officials,

among them the president of the university, were

maintained, too [The Korea Herald].

 

Taiwan: Political Party Act approved

Taiwan’s legislature passed the Political Party Act as a

new law to govern political parties and their work. So

far, political parties were subsumed under the Civil

Associations Act of 1989 [Taipei Times].

 

Taiwan: Cabinet’s proposed changes to

labor law criticized

The Tsai administration’s recent proposal to change

provisions of the labor law pertaining to the regulation

of work hours of employees has been criticized by

labor rights groups as an act of bowing to demands of

the business sector at the expense of the workers’

interests. Among other disputed issues, the protest is

directed in particular against an amendment which

would provide employers the opportunity to

circumvent the ban on working more than six

consecutive days in exceptional circumstances and
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increase the number of consecutive working days up

to twelve [Focus Taiwan].

 

Mongolia: Bleak outlook for the country’s

future

In office since October, Prime Minister U Khurelsukh is

lacking a consistent agenda and strategy to fight

corruption and to enhance the civil service and

judiciary, the root causes for Mongolia’s current

political crisis reflected by three governments within

two years. Caught up with factionalism within his ruling

Mongolian People’s Party, he will fail to lead the

country out of this crisis, Julian Dierkes and Mendee

Jargalsaikhan predict in this article [East Asia Forum].

 

International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia

 

 

India and the US: Natural allies and the

re-emergence of the quadrilateral

coalition

In wake of the US-Indian rapprochement on the

sidelines of the ASEAN summit in Manila, India, the US,

Japan, and Australia have held their first meeting to

revive their coalition, ‘the quad’, with the explicit aim to

ensure an open Indo-Pacific zone. The respective

public statements highlight the major objectives —

beside the ultimate goal to contain China: upholding
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the rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific, freedom of

navigation and overflight, increasing connectivity,

countering terrorism and upholding maritime security.

Remarkably, while the US, Australia and Japan also

emphasized talks on the DPRK nuclear issue, India, still

fostering relations with Pyongyang, skipped the

discussion on North Korea in its respective readout

[Times of India].

In the context of the rapprochement, the US have

announced significant statements on the new

partnership such as the White House Principal Deputy

Press Secretary, the highest-ranking Indian-American

ever in the White House press wing ever, telling Indian

reporters that “India is a natural ally of the United

States” while stressing the particular good personal

relationships between both country´s leaders Trump

and Modi [Economic Times].

More remarkable have been U.S. Secretary of State

Tillerson’s words on India before he visited the country

recently talking about a “profound transformation

that’s taking place, one that will have far-reaching

implications for the next 100 years: The United States

and India are increasingly global partners with growing

strategic convergence” and both nations being “two

bookends of stability — on either side of the globe —

standing for greater security and prosperity for our

citizens and people around the world”. Even more

remarkably, the national interest has scaled the

respective speech the “most prominent speech since

taking office” [National Interest].

Reinforcing Tillerson’s  words, President Trump, in his

speech on the US strategy towards Asia at the APEC

Summit in Vietnam, highlighted the importance of a

free and open Indo-Pacific region and announced US

support of India’s membership in the APEC as the

world’s seventh and Asia’s third largest economy

[Forbes].

 

India: Advancing military cooperation and

build up

Indian air force commandos recently took part in a

joint military exercise in Israel, the two country´s first-

ever joint military exercise. The exercise involved seven

countries plus Isreal in the country´s largest-ever air

force drill. India sent pilots and members of its Garud

Commando Force – the Indian Air Force’s special

operation forces equivalent to Israel Air Force’s Unit

669 – to the two-week-long drill. Other partaking forces

came from Germany, France, Italy, the United States,
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Poland, and Greece with the German and French

aircraft also for the first time having trained in Israeli

skies [Haaretz].

Meanwhile, India will arm its Russian origin Sukhoi

fighters with BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles if an

ongoing test is successful. The missiles are produced

by BrahMos Aerospace, a joint venture between the

Russian Federation's NPO Mashinostroeyenia and

India's Defence Research and Development

Organisation (DRDO). Aim of the 'marriage' between

the fighter jet and the air-to-ground BrahMos missile

to enable the Indian forces to carry out deep surgical

strikes with the missiles´ reported ability to destruct

underground nuclear bunkers and command-and-

control centers and – noteworthy mentioned as

noteworthy – military targets as aircraft carriers deep

in the ocean and terror camps located deep inside

enemy territory. Once the tests are completed, around

40 Sukhoi fighter jets are supposed to be armed with

the BrahMos missiles [Times of Now].

At the same time, the US and India seem to have

agreed on building an 'aircraft carrier' alliance with the

US willing to provide a significant boost to India’s

future carrier special in comparison to the US nuclear

driven models due to its electromagnetic aircraft

launch system [National Interest].

 

Sri Lanka: In the geopolitical focus of the

great powers

With an increasing competition over the Indian Ocean,

Sri Lanka has shifted into the geopolitical focus of the

major actors struggling for influence. In this context,

Indian Prime Minister Modi has assured Sri Lankan

President Maithripala Sirisena of all possible assistance

in response to Sri Lanka’s request for emergency

petroleum shipments and India's generally continued

support for development cooperation [DDI News]. At

the same time, a Chinese foreign minister official

stressed that China would not attach any strings when

extending financial assistance to Sri Lanka and not use

an investigation into alleged human rights violations or

war crimes as a precondition for aid [Daily Mirror].

A similarly vexatious game has been staged at the

security front. After ships of the US Nimitz Carrier

Strike Group have recently pulled into Sri Lanka for the

first time since 1985 [Defense.gov], the Chinese

People's Liberation Army - Navy Ship 'Qi Ji Guang' has

not visited the country [Defence.lk].
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Cambodia: China helps with internet

governance as online controls tighten

Cambodia and China signed a memorandum of

understanding (MoU) on e-commerce cooperation on

Friday, by which China will provide technical advice to

help boost e-commerce in the kingdom. According to

an official statement released by the Cambodian

Ministry of Commerce, the agreement is an important

element of the government’s “rectangular strategy”

and a component of China’s One Belt, One Road

Initiative [Khmer Times]. Meanwhile, the Cambodian

government has stepped up efforts to curtail online

freedom of expression and political opposition. A

pending cybercrime law is raising concerns about legal

limits on what users are allowed to post on the

internet, as charges of sedition and defamation are

already used to silence dissenters [Voice of America].

 

Philippines: Situation in Marawi remains

uncertain as new resistance groups form

Haironesah Domado argues that the authorities in

Marawi face a ticking clock. According to his analysis,

there is a heightened risk for evacuees to be

radicalized when they feel ignored, undermined,

alienated, and excluded. The recent emergence of a

new armed group, the Meranao Victims Movement —

which claims to represent the rights of the displaced

Maranaos —illustrates the consequences of failing to

involve and engage evacuees in addressing their own

needs [New Mandala].

 

Philippines-US relations: Vital for military

– less so for trade

US president Donald Trump said that strong US ties

with the Philippines were vital for military reasons, as

he ended a trip to Manila, the last stop on his tour of

Asia: “We have a very, very strong relationship with the

Philippines, which is really important: less so for trade,

in this case, than for military purposes.” [South China

Morning Post] Duterte, for his part, seems to have

warmed to the United States and President Trump as

the current US president did not, as his predecessor

had done, remind the Philippine leader to follow the

rule of law in tackling the illegal drug trade [New York

Times]. But the longer-term game for Mr. Duterte has
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been his determination to court China. A spokesman

described his policy as a deliberate turn toward closer

relationships with countries in Asia, and with China in

particular [New York Times]. It is against this

background that both the Philippines as well as

Vietnam have been wary of Trumps offer to mediate in

the South China Sea dispute [South China Morning

Post]. However, in terms of trade, critics warn that

joining the Regional Comprehensive Economic

Cooperation (RCEP) that includes major players such as

China, India, Japan and South Korea would be a

“suicide plan” [Inquirer].

 

China: Xi visits Vietnam and Laos

following APEC Summit

President Xi has wrapped up consecutive state visits to

both Vietnam and Laos this week. Besides economic

cooperation, in Vietnam, the South China Sea featured

high on the agenda [ABC]. In Laos, infrastructure and

cooperation were talked about with the goal of a

China-Laos economic corridor [ChinaPlus]. Vietnam

and Laos, like China, are ruled by their respective

communist parties.

 

China: Belt and Woes

China is not experiencing all but love from its

neighbours it seeks to cooperate with on huge

infrastructure projects under its Belt and Road

umbrella. Not only are neighbours wary due to four

distinct areas of PLA reform and capability

enhancements [Asia Times], some are not always so

keen on infrastructure projects on their soil under

Chinese terms. In Thailand for instance, the high-speed

rail project has faced some real difficulties, as have

projects in Indonesia and even Laos [The Nation].

Nepal, in a move this week, has signaled it will cancel a

deal huge deal with a Chinese SOE to build a

hydropower plant [South China Morning Post].

 

Cross-Straits Relations and Taiwanese

Southbound Policy

Since the election of Tsai Ing-wen of the rather

independence-leaning Democratic Progressive Party in

early 2016, cross-straits relations have been strained

and arguably deteriorated from where they had been
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under her predecessor Ma Ying-jeou. Amongst many

examples, the People’s Republic of China is said to

have used coercion and threats in order to block even

“non-governmental” Taiwanese participation in recent

UN climate talks [Reuters]. At the same time, Beijing

and Taipei have agreed to cooperate on a very

interesting, potentially even militarily relevant project,

relating to surveillance satellite data sharing on

earthquake tracking [South China Morning Post].

Besides, Taiwan is aiming to bolster exchanges with

Malaysia. While bilateral trade, educational exchanges

as well as tourism have already increased, the

Taiwanese government aims at more. Taiwan’s New

Southbound Policy, initiated by President Tsai Ing-wen,

is aimed at strengthening relationships through

economic cooperation, talent development and

resource-sharing with 16 countries in Southeast and

South Asia, as well as Australia and New Zealand

[Focus Taiwan].

 

China-Japan/ROK: A new start for bilateral

ties?

With both Abe and Xi having consolidated their

positions of strength at home, and a common interest

in controlling the situation in North Korea – if out of

very different motivations – the time for a potential

improvement in Japan-China ties is better than it has

been in years [Japan Times]. Despite talks held at the

sidelines of the recent APEC meeting in Vietnam, and Xi

reportedly foreseeing a “new start” in bilateral

relations there, the relationship is still heavily fraught.

China’s growing naval ambitions may well rekindle the

somewhat dormant conflict in the East China Sea,

whilst Abe is making a point out of defying some of

Beijing’s parameters by for example meeting a Taiwan

official almost directly after meeting Xi [Bloomberg].

The North Korean nuclear threat also proves helpful to

a careful, ongoing détente between China and South

Korea, who have agreed on a visit by the South Korean

president to China in December [Reuters].
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5 maps that explain China (and its

strategy)

This article features an interesting approach, looking at

geostrategic realities and statistical maps to infer

Chinese National and Foreign Policy Strategy.

Recommended reading! [Business Insider]

 

Western philosophy: Is it racist?

Bryan Van Norden illustrates in this article how the

Western study of philosophy is still strongly influenced

by orientalist thinking, generally disparaging the

philosophical insights and achievements in China, India

and Africa. With a particular focus on China, he

illustrates the richness of far-Eastern philosophy, and

presents various examples of Western thinkers

(including Kant, Heidegger and Derrida) who self-

confidently proclaimed that philosophy is a Western

invention [Aeon].

 

Capitalists and climate

Though oil companies and other vested interests have

invested a lot in climate change denial, Glenda Sluga

argues in this piece that there was a time – the 1970s –

in which businesses and banks actually wanted to do

something against environmental degradation, and

started certain initiatives. According to her analysis,

what might seem counterintuitive from today’s

perspective, ‘following the money’ at that moment in

environmental history allowed to see bankers and

businessmen standing up for the environment as well

as for principles of social justice in determining

economic policy [Humanity Journal].
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As our newsletter is still in its beginning stage, we

would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please send

any feedback you have regarding this newsletter to:

info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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