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Dear Reader,

CPG is bringing you another update on major
developments from South, Southeast and East Asia.
Among the topics covered this week are Hun Sen's
deconstruction of Cambodian democracy, autonomy
and federalization in the Philippines, cyber security,
changing attitudes toward China’s One Belt One Road
Initiative as well as Indian-Chinese geopolitical
competition.

| hope you find the selection of articles useful! As
always, do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like
to share feedback or ideas with us on AiR or any other
matters.

Very best regards,

Henning Glaser

Director, German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG)

P.S. Don't forget to check out our website for
upcoming events and the latest information about CPG
and its partners!
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Law and Politics in
South Asia

Bangladesh: High Court approves death
penalty for 139 in 2009 para-military
mutiny massacre

Bangladesh’s High Court has confirmed the death
penalty for 139 of the 152 accused who were awarded
capital punishment by a lower court for their
involvement in the massacre during the para-military
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) mutiny in 2009. The bloody
mutiny was reportedly carried out to create a political
crisis and overthrow the newly formed government
headed by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. The resultant
brutal massacre of 74 persons, including 57 senior
officers and promising young army officers, left the
nation numb. In 2013, a Dhaka court awarded death
sentences to 150 BDR members and two civilians, and
life imprisonment to 160 others in the case. Some have
called for reform of the military's “colonial” attitude
towards subordinates as a result of the massacre
[Daily Star]. The Daily Star recalls in graphic detail what
transpired during the BDR's 40-hour mutiny, and how
it impacted the neighboring civilian neighborhoods,
the nation, and similar para-military forces nationwide
[Daily Star].

India: Court acquits 35 from anti-piracy
ship of weapons charges

On Monday, an Indian court acquitted 35 men of illegal
possession of arms while they were on a US-operated
anti-piracy boat in 2013. The case was the subject of
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lengthy behind-the-scenes diplomatic maneuvering.
The Indian coast guard intercepted the privately run
MV Seaman Guard Ohio in Indian waters in October
2013. Semi-automatic weapons and thousands of
rounds of ammunition were found, which the owner of
the vessel asserted were all legally obtained. The crew
members were charged with not having proper
paperwork to carry weapons in Indian waters, but
India has faced intense diplomatic pressure over the
case ever since. Indian authorities are still able to
appeal, which could prevent the 23 foreigners in the
group from leaving India [Channel News India].

India: Film censorship on the rise

India is tightening its grip on artistic content and
freedom of expression. In India, a film cannot be
publicly viewed until it receives a review and censor
certificate from the Central Board of Film Certificate
(CBFQ). In 2015-16, more than half (54%) the films
cleared by the CBFC were censored (or “cut”, to use
CBFC parlance), a significant increase over the previous
year [Times of India]. The “censorship of films by
frenzied mobs and a recalcitrant government” sparked
off by the imminent release of two Indian films dealing
with sensitive issues such as the caste system. A
leading actor has been threatened with beheading, a
director assaulted, and sets vandalized as the
governors of India’s five most populous states have
prohibited screenings. This state censorship appears
to be in violation of India’s Constitution and court
rulings, but political expediency seems to be carrying
the day for the censors [Asia Times].

Pakistan: Political turmoil over Islamists’
protests

Pakistan's law minister resigned Monday after the
embattled government bowed to demands from a
small Islamist group, striking a deal with the help of the
military to end a weeks-long anti-blasphemy protest.
The once-obscure Tehreek-i-Labaik Ya Rasool Allah
Pakistan (TLY) group paralyzed the capital since
November 6 with just 2,000 demonstrators, enraging
millions of commuters and the judiciary who blasted
the government for hesitating to act against them. The
capitulation is an unsettling sign of the influence even
marginal religious groups wield in conservative Muslim
Pakistan, and an embarrassment for the government
before elections due in 2018. Islamabad’s High Court
has demanded the government give a full accounting
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of the army's role in the deal: TLY's leader praised the
Army's collaboration with the protest group, and
military leaders failed to respond to the government’s
order to restore law at the protest site after police and
para-military forces to do so. This incident is the latest
in a series of heavy blows to the ruling party: in July,
Nawaz Sharif was deposed as prime minister over graft
allegations [AFP]. Rabia Mehmood details the
background of TLY, with both condemnation of
Pakistan's capitulation to it and allegations of Western
backing of TLY in the mistaken belief it could be a
conservative Muslim group counterforce to more
extreme and sectarian militant groups. The author ties
the capitulation into a larger “year of human rights
abuses” in Pakistan that includes forced
disappearances of activists, academics and journalists;
killing of religious minorities; and violence against
journalists and human rights defenders [Al Jazeeral.

Pakistan: Biggest business conglomerate:
The Military

The Pakistani armed forces run over 50 commercial
entities worth over $20 billion. Their enterprises span
the economic horizon, from petrol pumps to huge
industrial plants, banks, bakeries, schools and
universities, hosiery factories, milk dairies, stud farms,
cement plants, and vast tracks of prime real estate. In
fact, says the author of this piece (a retired Pakistani
lieutenant general), Pakistan’'s military is the biggest
conglomerate of all business in Pakistan. The “Culture
of Entitlement” in the military has sparked nepotism
and corruption among both the military and civil
bureaucracies. Currently, says the author, it appears
that the Pakistan military will never relinquish the
primacy and unfettered powers it enjoys in its nation
[Defense Onel.

Sri Lanka: Clashes between Muslims and
Buddhists

Muslim and Buddhist extremists fought in the streets
of a southern coastal town in Sri Lanka after Buddhists
posted fake news on social media. According to the
rumors, Muslims were planning to attack Buddhist
archaeological relics. Tensions have increased between
the country's Muslims and hardline Buddhists, who
accuse Muslims of forcibly converting people and
vandalizing Buddhist religious sites. About 70 percent
of Sri Lanka'’s population is Buddhist, while only 9
percent of the population is Muslim. Tensions between
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the two groups have been exacerbated by the nearby
conflict in Myanmar, in which military forces have
driven out the Muslim Rohingya minority and sent
around 600,000 Muslim refugees fleeing to Bangladesh
[NewsweeKk].

Law and Politics in South
East Asia

Cambodia: Democracy clock set back to
zero

Roughly 25 years after the United Nations took over
the administration of Cambodia - organizing the
country's first democratic elections in 1993 - the ruling
party has succeeded in what many analysts and
international observers have called the complete
dismantling of the country’'s democracy. Now,
historians and analysts say the attempt to shoehorn
democracy into Cambodia was always naive. Also,
former opposition Deputy President Mu Sochua
pointed out that donors let the ruling party get away
with too much for too long [Phnom Penh Post]. Ben
Paviour argues that the powerplay in Cambodia has its
roots in the Cold War Era, referring to the 1980s, when
U.S.-backed forces tried to root out the Vietnamese-
installed regime Hun Sen eventually led. Paviour points
out that his skepticism of U.S. motives continued after
his Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) converted to
nominal democracy and capitalism in the early 1990s
[The Diplomat]. David Hutt points out that the CNRP’s
success or failure ought not to have become
synonymous with democratic hopes in Cambodia. He
draws a comparison with the events in Myanmar to
demonstrate what happens when democratic
aspirations become solely concentrated in the fate of
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one party: that party might get into power and show
itself to be not-so-democratic after all [The Diplomat].
In the meantime, Prime Minister Hun Sen seeks more
aid and investment from China during a visit this week.
Hun Sen attends a special summit held by the
Communist Party on a theme espoused by Chinese
President Xi Jinping on “turning the world for the better
and without interference” [Reuters].

Indonesia: A critical assessment of the
identity politics narrative - And: One
contestant less for the 2019 presidential
election

Many observers have commented on the rise of
nativist sentiment and Islamic radicalism in Indonesia
and have argued that this new salience of identity
politics posed a threat to pluralism and the rule of law.
Based on recent surveys after local elections, Diego
Fossati argues that voters do take into account the
actual performance of their local governments,
independent of identity issues. However, he qualifies
this finding: Performance-based voting behaviour is
strong in Samarinda and Surabaya, but not in Medan
— a city where local politics is characterised by ethno-
religious polarisation and widespread corruption [East
Asia Forum]. Meanwhile, the Indonesian business
tycoon Hary Tanoesoedibjo said on Tuesday that he
was not planning to stand in the country's 2019
presidential election, and that he would support
current President Joko Widodo if he chose to run again.
He previously stood as a candidate for vice presidentin
the 2014 election and subsequently founded his own
political party, which will contest Indonesia’s general
elections in 2019. Tanoesoedibjo is also U.S. President
Donald Trump's business partner in two resort
developments in Indonesia [Reuters].

Malaysia: Are Najib and Anwar friends
again?

A surprise visit from the Malaysian Prime Minister
Najib Razak to the jailed opposition leader Anwar
Ibrahim has analysts abuzz over a possible shake-up in
Malaysian politics. Both sides immediately dismissed
suggestions of an entente, but the cordial demeanour
of the warring leaders in photographs widely circulated
on social media, as well as the timing - just months
ahead of general elections - has spurred
commentators to suggest there was a deeper meaning
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to the visits. It remains to be seen if there are
overarching common interests between Anwar and
Najib for them to set aside their deep animosity and
bring about yet another shake up in the country’s
politics. The two were the brightest young stars in
UMNO until Anwar’s sacking in 1998 split the once
united Malay political elite. UMNO and its allies have
ruled the majority Malay and Muslim country
uninterrupted since 1957 [South China Morning Post].

Malaysia: Independence of the Malaysian
Bar and Bar Council under threat

A number of proposed amendments to the Malaysian
Legal Profession Act 1976 (LPA) may have the effect of
undermining the independence of the Malaysian bar
and the Bar Council, argues Hakimi Abdul Jabar. The
amendments would allow the government to appoint
two members to sit on the Bar Council, would
empower the minister in charge of legal affairs in
Malaysia to determine the electoral rules and
regulations of the Malaysian bar, and would change
the quorum for general meetings of Malaysian Bar,
allegedly making it more difficult to independently
manage its own affairs [Asia Times].

Myanmar: The Pope’s visit

The Pope has visited Myanmar amidst the ongoing
Rohingya crisis. Meeting on Wednesday evening with
the Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee, the supreme
clerical body for Burma'’s Buddhist majority, the pontiff
appealed to the nation’s leading monks to combat
prejudice and intolerance, but left out any specific
reference to the recent violence. Speaking out on
behalf of the Muslim minority, some believe, might
have endangered the Christian minority [The Atlantic].

Philippines: War with communists, more
autonomy for Bangsamoro region, and
federalization on the horizon

Fifteen communist guerrillas were killed in a clash with
Philippine troops south of Manila on Wednesday, the
same day that the government closed the door on
peace talks with the rebels. Last year, President
Rodrigo Duterte moved to start negotiations with the
rebels soon after taking office. But the rebels have
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demanded more and more concessions, including the
release of jailed comrades. Last week, Mr. Duterte
angrily called off the talks and threatened to put the
rebels on a terrorist watch list [New York Times].
Formed in 1969, the communist insurgency has
claimed an estimated 30,000 lives on both sides
including civilians. Its strength peaked during the time
of former dictator Ferdinand Marcos with more than
20,000 fighters. In 2015, the Philippine army estimated
its strength at 3,200 fighters and has frequently
claimed its “people’s war” is a front for extortion
collected as revolutionary taxes [Asia Times]. At the
same time, regarding the Bangsamoro region,
President Duterte on Monday vowed he would ensure
the passage of the long-stalled Bangsamoro Basic Law
(BBL) that would create an expanded Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM). Duterte said that
the government would engage not only the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), but also the Moro
National Liberation Front (MNLF) and the non-Muslim
indigenous peoples. "One republic. No condition.
Government must be the sole authority, and we desire
it. You'll have the elected leaders. Whether you like it
or not you must have representatives in Congress,"
said Duterte [Rappler]. In the Manila Times, Antonio
Contreras writes about the painful shift to a federal
system of government in the Philippines. He argues
that the main challenge will be that in the Philippines,
unlike most other federal countries, the component
states have not had their own autonomous, or
sovereign-like, prior existence. Instead, the Philippines
have a strong experience of being under a unitary
system of governance, where geopolitical subdivisions
existed only as administrative arms of the central
government [Manila Times].

Singapore: Restrictions on free speech
exposed

Prosecutors in Singapore have charged an activist with
holding unauthorized public assemblies, which human
rights groups have criticized as an excessive restriction
on free speech. The activist was accused of organizing
three small gatherings over the past year. He did not
receive a police permit for the gatherings, which is a
violation of the city-state's Public Order Act. Singapore
has strict limits on speech and unauthorized public
assembly, even for small and peaceful political
gatherings [New York Times]. A civil society association
that criticized the decision demanded that events that
do not threaten the safety and well-being of any
person, damage any property or cause disruption to



http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ukyuyhk-l-z/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ukyuyhk-l-v/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ukyuyhk-l-e/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ukyuyhk-l-s/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ukyuyhk-l-g/

ordinary affairs should not be made difficult to
organize [The Online Citizen].

Thailand: Surin Pitsuwan dies at 68

Former foreign minister and Asean secretary-general
Surin Pitsuwan died of an acute heart attack on
Thursday. Surin was the deputy foreign minister from
1992-95 and rose to become the foreign minister from
1997 to 2001 under the premiership of Chuan Leekpai.
He was the first Thai to become the ASEAN Secretary-
General during which he served in Jakarta in 2008 for a
five-year term before rejoining the Democrat party
[Bangkok Post].

Vietham and Malaysia: Cyber security and
cyber crime on the legislative agenda

Vietnam's parliament has begun debate on a
cybersecurity bill that would echo the law in
neighboring China by requiring technology companies,
such as Google and Facebook, to store certain data on
servers within the country. The bill would also force
companies to hand over data to law enforcement and
provide technical assistance to unlock data, maintain
records on data breaches and anti-government
content, and gain government approval to transfer
data abroad [Bloomberg]. Earlier this week, a blogger
was found guilty of spreading anti-state propaganda
for producing videos and writing about protests over a
chemical spill that devastated the coast of central
Vietnam last year. In June, a court sentenced another
blogger to 10 years in prison for blogging about the
fish kill connected with the spill [New York Times].
However, a real crackdown on internet freedom might
be difficult to implement. Vietnam has one of the
highest rates of social-media usage among countries
with comparable per capita incomes. There are about
52 million Facebook active accounts for a population of
about 96 million. Google and YouTube also are very
popular. Therefore, Dien Luong argues that the bill
currently being discussed may backfire [New York
Times]. In Malaysia, the government is keen on
exploring the possibility of becoming a member to the
Budapest Convention on Cybercrime, also known as
the Budapest Convention. The convention, drawn up
by the Council of Europe in 2001, aims at providing for
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domestic criminal procedural law powers, necessary
for the investigation and prosecution of cybercrimes. It
is open for ratification for all countries worldwide. In
Asia, only Japan has signed and ratified the convention
so far [New Straits Times].

Law and Politics in
East Asia

China: Human rights concerns amid mass
evictions of migrants in Beijing

After 19 people died in a fire this past week in a mixed
residential area in Beijing, the city’s administration
reacted by intensifying inspections of potential fire
hazards. This has led to a large number of evictions,
mainly affecting the many migrant workers living in the
capital. An open letter to the country’s leadership
circulated on social media has criticised the action as
“trampling” human rights as many evictions happened
with very little to no notice and did not follow any due
process. International rights groups see a connection
to another controversial policy by Beijing authorities
which targets to cut Beijing's downtown population by
15% over the next two years [The Guardian].

Japan: Growing support for China’s Belt
and Road?

The Japanese Government is considering supporting
companies that intend to have joint development
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projects with companies from the China under the Belt
and Road framework. Amidst difficult Japan-China
relations, the Japanese government will remain
cautious about Chinese regional intentions but
economic cooperation and the common security threat
from the Korean peninsula could bring the countries
closer together. There also continues to be movement
on the vital issues in the East China Sea. A continuation
of talks and cooperation is supposedly scheduled for
early next month [Japan News] [Global Times] [Japan
Times].

North Korea: Sanctions and access to food

One major argument against sweeping sanctions
against North Korea has always been that it may lead
to a significant shortage of food supplies, hitting the
already suffering population hardest. Statistics suggest
that China is keeping up with the sanctions too
[Bloomberg], so what is the access to food like in North
Korea and can shortages and raising prices be
witnessed? The article suggests that it is slightly too
early to tell but nonetheless, there are strong reasons
to be worried about the near future. The next few
months will most likely provide conclusive evidence, so
this is a problem that needs to be followed closely [38
north].

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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Indian-Chinese relations: Cmpetition over
Myanmar and Nepal

India’s leaders see Myanmar's Rohingya refugee crisis
and the situation in Rakhine as an opportunity for
China to try to expand its strategic partnership with
Myanmar and its influence in the region. China has
offered to broker a deal between Myanmar and
Bangladesh regarding the Rohingya, and to create
economic projects in the ravaged Rakhine zone. In
response, India kicked off a military exercise with
Myanmar last week to keep the country’s military
engaged. This was followed by 3,000 family relief packs
delivered to Rakhine on Friday. With regional political
and economic supremacy at stake, the contest
between India and China for this strategic part of Asia
is intensifying [Times of India]. Nepal announced this
week that a state-owned power company will develop
its biggest hydroelectric plant, after the government
scrapped a $2.5-billion deal with a Chinese company,
citing lapses in the award process. Nepal's rivers,
cascading from the snow-capped Himalayas, have vast,
untapped potential for hydropower generation. The
country is one of several geo-political battlegrounds
between its giant neighbors China and India. The
opposition Communist UML party has said it would
hand back the project to China if voted to power after
elections that began Sunday [Asahi Shimbun].

Transregional cooperation: Vietham-
Australia, Singapore-India, and the “Asian
NATO”

The Vietnam National Assembly backs the upgrade of
the Vietnam-Australia relationship to a strategic
partnership. Australia is among Vietnam'’s largest
providers of non-refundable official development
assistance. The National Assembly’s Chairwoman also
"noted with joy" the effective collaboration in national
defence-security and the fight against crimes and
illegal migration [Vietnam News].

India and Singapore on Wednesday signed an
agreement to deepen cooperation in maritime security
and called for ensuring freedom of navigation in critical
sea lanes in the backdrop of China's increasing
assertiveness in the region. The two sides also signed
the revised Defence Cooperation Agreement to further
strengthen the longstanding defence relationship
between the Singapore Armed Forces and the Indian
Armed Forces. Moreover, Singapore’s proposal to
expand the Code of Unplanned Encounters at Sea to
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all ADMM (Asean Defence Ministers’ Meeting)-Plus
countries as well as to establish guidelines for air
encounters between military aircraft was discussed too
[Livemint].

Moreover, the US, Japan, Australia and India
announced this month they had agreed to create a
coalition that would patrol and exert influence on
waterways from the Indian Ocean to the Pacific to the
East and South China Seas. The grouping of the four
countries - known as the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue or Quad - was first suggested by Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007, but the idea was
dropped after Beijing protested. It made a sudden
comeback when senior officials from the four nations
met in Manila on November 11 - on the sidelines of
regional summits during US President Donald Trump's
maiden tour to East Asia [South China Morning Post].

Japan: Disaster reduction equipment gifts
to Maldives

In a move certain to be viewed through the lens of
regional economic and political competition, Japan has
gifted equipment for protection against natural
disasters to the Republic of the Maldives. Despite
China's increasing economic inroads into this island
nation, the Maldives considers Japan a key ally, and it
has been one of the biggest contributors to Maldives’
development over the past five decades. During high-
level talks this week, Japan and the Maldives are
discussing future cooperation, to include increasing
Japanese trade, investments, and tourism in the
Maldives, counter-terrorism as well as other fields of
cooperation [Mihaaru].

North Korea: New ICBM capable of
reaching US East Coast with a nuclear
warhead?

The NK government has claimed it successfully tested
a new inter-continental ballistic missile that can reach
as far as the US East coast, delivering a nuclear
warhead. The confirmed test has been condemned by
the international community and whilst the claimed
travelling distance has not been confirmed, itis a
major development in NK's nuclear weapons
programme. According the NK leader, they have now
reached their set goals of their rocket weaponry
system [Korea Herald]. Beijing has expressed “grave
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concerns” regarding the latest developments of NK's
nuclear programme [South China Morning Post].

Cross-Strait relations, travel destinations
and non-interference

AiR reported recently on some difficulties in cross-
strait relations, including the case of Human rights
advocate Lee Ming-Che [AIR], who has now been jailed
in China on “subversion of state” charges [BBC] [Taipei
Times]. In another spat, Beijing has taken both the
Vatican and Palau in the Pacific off a list of possible
destinations for Chinese tourists in an effort to
increase pressure on them as they are two of the few
remaining countries that entertain official diplomatic
relations with Taiwan [Taiwan News]. The move has
been criticised in Taiwanese newspapers, for example
pointing out that this kind of influence-seeking
behaviour does not at all correspond with China’s
cherished principle of non-interference into the
matters of other countries [Taipei Times II]. Banning
destinations for Chinese tour groups is something
Beijing also continues to do with South Korea, where it
strongly condemns the THAAD deployment [Global
Times]. In another incident of Beijing not approving of
local circumstances, it has voiced concerns regarding
an anti-Chinese Tibet protest at a football match in
Germany last week. It argues Germany should not
allow separatist, anti-China or terrorist activities, to
which the president of the German Football
Association responded: “It has been made clear to the
Chinese federation that when you play in Germany you
also have to deal with the fact that anyone can express
their opinion.” [The Guardian]

China-Myanmar relations

With most of the international community condemning
Myanmar and their handling of the refugee crisis,
China continues to support the regime and is playing
an increasing role in mediation and discussions on the
issue. Beijing seeks a “strategic stability” in Myanmar
and is focused on safeguarding its OBOR project for
which the country is in a vital geographical position.
Whether China's influence can bring either strategic
stability or lasting peace is very much uncertain
[Reuters] [Asia Times] [South China Morning Post]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs PRC].
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China and Europe

This week, China and the Central and Eastern
European countries (CEEC) summit takes place in
Budapest. Present are China and 16 Central and
Eastern European countries discussing financing
channels and development cooperation [Gov.cn]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs PRC]. With tensions
between some Eastern European states (including
hosting country’s Victor Orban) and the EU high, it is
not inconceivable that China can make some inroads in
gaining influence in the EU. After all, about two third of
the Central and European countries at the summit are
EU members as well.

Background Reading

A photo trip along the ancient Silk Road

As China is poised to revive the Silk Road as an
economic and geopolitical connection between East
Asia and Europe, this visual trip winds its way through
parts of Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon. It
features the Gobi Desert, the Flaming Mountains, the
Singing Sands, the City of Screams, and other ancient
and modern artifacts along the ancient Silk Road [The
Atlantic].

As our newsletter is still in its beginning stage, we
would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please send
any feedback you have regarding this newsletter to:
info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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