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Dear Reader,

With greetings from Bangkok, the German-Southeast
Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and Good
Governance invites you to the fourth January issue of
Asia in Review 2018!

Arguably, much of what is reported in this present
issue has to be read in line with the greater global
developments that have been addressed by the newly
released U.S. National Defense Strategy. Introducing
this first NDS in ten years, U.S. Secretary of Defense
Mattis has declared that “[...] great power competition
— not terrorism — is now the primary focus of U.S.
national security”. Its central challenge, according to
the general, is the erosion of U.S. military advantage
vis a vis China and Russia that comes with the
reemergence of long-term, strategic competition by
these powers in an “increasingly complex global
security environment”. Regarding the reality of a new
arms race, which has been palpable in Asia since long,
he states: “Our competitive edge in every domain of
warfare — air, land, sea, space, and cyberspace — is
eroding." Mattis' promise is: "We are going to build a
more lethal force. [...] We will strengthen traditional
alliances while building new partnerships with other
nations." Russian foreign minister Lavrov labeled this
assessment of the global state of affairs and the
correspondingly designated counter-strategy as
confrontational while the Chinese embassy spokesman
in Washington responded with the forecast that “[w]ith
such a mindset, global peace and development are
unattainable ideals”.

With the cards put on the table, the shifting realities of
the Asian regional order and its embeddedness in the
formation of a geopolitically underpinned global order,



the pattern and trends, which to reflect for our readers
is what we attempt to do with the Asia in Review,
appear only more accentuated.

Indeed, the world is witnessing a deep transformation
of the global order which takes place very much just
now and very much on the Eurasian land mass and
across the surrounding seas. The normative and
political order as it emerged after World War Il is
fraying, while the initially uncontested supremacy the
US could secure following the end of Cold War is put
under stress. Against this background, the lines and
patterns of an emerging Asian security order are
increasingly tangible, while the adversaries and their
respective allies seem to find themselves more often
caught in the trajectories of a great power competition
which is not any more fueled but also not any more
disciplined by normative-ideological frames to the end
extent it has during the cold war. This profound
change is, nevertheless, easily covered by the fog of
daily news, whose bulk, however, only indicates the
gravity of the present trends at a closer look.

Major things happen in China not only in terms of
military and economic growth but also regarding
political power concentration and centralization, - all
expression of an ongoing process of gearing up to take
up a new leadership role, while great and significant
Asian-Pacific powers such as the US, India, Japan and
Australia come closer together to contain a
continuously unfolding Chinese expansion. All of these
powers - this AiR issue reflects this once more - are
currently competing forcefully for influence in South
Asia, Southeast Asia and in the Indo-Pacific. In many
Asian countries these developments are moreover
inextricably linked with major issues of domestic
constitutional politics and human rights.

Altogether, the overall picture of the interlocked
threads of shifting orders in Asia are becoming more
complex and more coherent at the same time and,
definitely, more interesting and more important to be
deciphered.

This is reflected by the present AiR issue as well with
news on Chinese President Xi continuing to expand his
party’'s control with iron determination and effective
pervasiveness throughout Chinese lands and society.
Meanwhile, the ongoing attempts to reform and
recover the integrity constitutional politics in South
Korea after the ouster of President Park are reflected
by concerted attempts to clean up the remaining
corrupted structures but also the surprising merger of
the country’'s center-left and center-right party. In this
context, South Korea faces an upcoming judicial
scandal, whereas the Indian Supreme Court is still in



the midst of a deep judicial crisis that could easily
affect government circles in New Delhi. In 2018, Asian
constitutional politics are generally much marked by
upcoming elections with possibly trend-setting
implications in Cambodia and Malaysia. While India will
have legislative elections, Indonesia has regional
elections this year and will also starting campaigning
for next year's presidential election. Besides interesting
news on the contexts of these electoral politics, AiR,
among many more issues, also features news on the
recent expressions of authoritarianism in the
Philippines and the Communist Party's anti-corruption
clean up in Vietnam.

The background reading section provides you with
three contributions covering higher education and
research in China and India, the fate of the medical
doctor who helped the U.S. to hunt down and kill Bin
Laden in Pakistan, and the Southeast Asian arms race.

With the best wishes from the AiR team and special
regards to Chris Ankersen in New York,

Henning Glaser

Director, German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence
for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG)

P.S. Don't forget to check out our website and
Facebook page for upcoming events and the latest
information about CPG and its partners!

Law and Politics in
South Asia
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India: Update on India’s recent court crisis

(hg) After four senior judges of India’s Supreme Court
have unprecedentedly criticized the state of affairs of
judicial governance at the apex court in general and
the leadership of the Chief Justices in particular on
occasion of an unprecedented press conference

[AIR 3/1/2018], the inter-court stalemate persists while
not much information reaches the public.

The shockwaves of the judges’ statement have
meanwhile reached the higher echelons of India’s
polity. One point of reference of the judges’ criticism
was the Chief Judge’s handling of investigations in the
case of a Maharashtra judge who was found dead in
2014 when he was hearing the case of an alleged
extrajudicial killing by the Maharashtra state police.
The investigations also involved the then responsible
state minister and now BJP party chief Amit Shah. A
day after the spectacular press conference, the prime
minister's principal secretary has obviously "dropped
by" the Chief Justice's house which prompted the
Congress to call this an attempt of undue executive
mingling in judicial affairs. These developments are
adding a significant political edge to what already took
the shape of a major judicial crisis. [Quartz]

Indian governing party loses ally in
important federal state ahead the 2019
elections

(hg) Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) which heads a coalition government in India
‘s richest and second-most populous state of
Maharastra being home to India’s financial capital of
Mumbai, has lost its 25-year alliance partner, the local
Shiv Sena party, which has decided to contest elections
on its own.
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Falling apart of its relative weight within the coalition
government, the Shiv Sena, the Army of Shiva, is
currently almost equally strong as the BJP in
Maharastra where it traditionally enjoys considerable
influence. Like the BJP, it believes India is a
fundamentally Hindu nation. [Reuters]

India: Silence on government a
professional failure of the country’s
strategic thinkers?

(hg) In an interesting comment on India’s
contemporary foreign policy analysts, Sushil Aaron
comes to the conclusion that the vast majority of the
country’s international relations collective is not
sufficiently critical were it comes to linking
assessments of geopolitical shifts, international
governance structures and multilateral ties to the
domestic realities of the present administration. The
author claims the relative silence of the bulk of
relevant strategic experts on the Modi government
distorts not only the picture but also “the division of
intellectual labour in the country”. [The Wire 1] For a
critical assessment of the current state of affairs in
India see [The Wire 2.

India’s Most-Wanted Terrorist Captured?

(hg) Indian police claims to have captured "India's Bin
Laden" Abdul Subhan Qureshi when returning from
Nepal to revive the ‘Indian Mujahideen’ he had
allegedly been founded. Qureshi is claimed to have
masterminded a series of deadly bombings such as
those of Mumbai in 2006, Delhi in 2010 and Bangalore
in 2014. [NPR]

Pakistan: Three interlocked discourses on
death penalty, child protection, and
human rights

(hg) The Senate Standing Committee on Interior and
Narcotics Control has unanimously passed a resolution
to bring those to death that are abusing and killing
children. A moratorium on the death penalty, which
can be imposed for 27 crimes, had been introduced in
2008 but was lifted in 2015 following an attack on an
Army Public School. Since then, Pakistan became one
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of the states with the highest number of executions
[The Diplomat], frequently criticized not only for the
number of cases but also their general judicial
handling (See the report of the Justice Project Pakistan
in collaboration with the Yale Law School from
September 2016 here).

Last year, the debate on the death penalty became
increasingly politicized after a former Indian navy
officer and alleged agent of India’s intelligence service,
the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), has been
sentenced to death for terrorism and espionage in
April 2017. India, in May 2017, claimed before the
International Court of Justice that Pakistan would deny
India its right of consular access based on the Vienna
Convention. [Geo TV]

In June 2017, The European Parliament passed a bold
resolution against the execution of convicted persons
in Pakistan including the condemnation of various
flaws in the handling of particular cases. [EU
parliament 2017]

Responding to it, Pakistan’s Attorney-General,
indicating undue influence in form of an Indian psyop,
maintained that the EU should respect the laws of
Pakistan on the death penalty. The EU parliament’s
resolution put actually some effective pressure on the
country as it refers explicitly to the ‘Generalised
Scheme of Preferences’ (GSP) granted to Pakistan.
[European Commission] The GSP allows vulnerable
developing countries to pay fewer or no duties on
exports to the EU and has, in fact, increased the
country’s exports to the EU significantly. In its
resolution the EU Parliament reiterates that the GSP
status is conditional to the effective implementation of
international human rights conventions. [The Tribune]

Against this background, yet at the same time
responding to a widespread popular sentiment in wake
of a number of cases in which little girls have been
kidnapped, raped and murdered, the Senate
committee’s recent move became possible due to a
significant policy change within the progressive, center-
left Pakistan People’s Party (PPP). The PPP, the largest
opposition party to the governing nationalistic center-
right Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz or PML-N), was
now breaking from its former anti-death penalty
stance to strongly support the hanging of those
convicted of child sexual abuse and murder [Dawn].

Currently, The PPP holds only one seat less (26) than
Nawaz (27) in the 104-seats Senate with its more than
a dozen political groups and parties. The Senate
represents Pakistan’s federal units, cannot be
dissolved and enjoys considerable power, including a
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de facto veto concerning any law not being a money
bill.

The Senate’s stance on the death penalty reflects at
least two strands in the current political discourse. On
the one hand, the development arguably reflects a
turn of tides concerning the impact of the EU’s human
rights related political economy and, with it, the stakes
of European influence and soft power in general. On
the other hand, it reacts to an increasing public and
political demand to protect the rights of children more
effectively by means of criminal law. In this context, the
same Senate’s Standing Committee has proposed to
amend the criminal law last year to prevent the
abduction of children to use them as beggars.
According to the amendment, those who maimed
children under the age of fourteen years in order to
use them for begging shall be made punishable with
life - time imprisonment. [National Assembly Pakistan]

Pakistan: Registration of two-thirds of
Baluchistan’s NGOs cancelled

(jl) In Baluchistan, Pakistan’s largest province, the
registration of 801 out of 1204 Non-Governmental
Organizations have been cancelled due to the failure to
re-register as having been requested in accordance
with the National Action Plan for the sake of fighting
terrorism. [The Times of Islamabad]

Pakistan: Authorities closed Radio Free
Europe’s Islamabad bureau

(jly Pakistan's authorities shut down US- funded Radio
Free Europe’s Islamabad bureau after ISI, the country's
powerful intelligence agency, accused it of
broadcasting programs being “against the interest of
Pakistan” and “in line with [a] hostile intelligence
agency's agenda”. [South China Morning Post]

Bangladesh’s creeping Islamization

(hg) Ridden by bitterly contentious politics since long,
Bangladesh is currently witnessing an increasingly
repressive religious climate with Islamic
fundamentalism on the rise, a phenomenon
reminiscent of recent developments in Indonesia.
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In January, a blogger who criticized the persecution of
Hindus was arrested for authoring blasphemous posts
and is now facing seven to fourteen years in prison
whereas Islamists have killed about a dozen bloggers
over the last couple of years. Generally, both Islamic
motivated state repression and terrorism are rising in
the country with the world'’s fourth largest Muslim
population. At the same time, politics are locked in the
struggle of two warring family dynasties that are
increasingly attempting to seize the Islamic issue. [The
National Interest]. This trend notwithstanding, the
country has now added a third gender option to the
voter forms. [The Diplomat]

Law and Politics in South
East Asia

Cambodia: Is the opposition splitting?

(Is) Cambodia’s detained opposition party leader Kem
Sokha has declined to join a new movement, the
Cambodia National Rescue Movement (CNRM),
founded by prominent exiles (see last week’s AiR
edition). Kem Sokha still considers that he is still with
the Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP), which
received more than 3 million votes in recent elections,
but which was banned by a court ruling last year. It
appears that the opposition is beginning to split, which
would benefit incumbent Prime Minister Hun Sen in
the upcoming elections this year. [South China
Morning Post]

Indonesia: Cabinet reshuffle reflects the
formation of power blocs ahead of the
2019 elections
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(hg) President Joko Widodo has replaced his chief of
staff, a mild-mannered human rights advocate and key
member of the President’s election campaign team in
2014, with a retired military commander, General
Moeldoko, who left the armed forces in mid-2015,
initially with the intention to run for the presidency.
[Asia Times] [Straits Times]

In an attempt to deepen its coalition support Widodo
appointed the secretary-general of Indonesia's second-
largest party, Suharto’s New Order party vehicle
Golkar, to his Cabinet in the third Cabinet shake-up in
the president's five year-term which started in October
2014.

More important, however, is the appointment of
General Moeldoko who might emerge as a candidate
for vice-presidency with Widodo in 2019. [Straits
Times]

His appointment also sheds some light on the group of
generals surrounding the president as trustees like
police chief General Tito Karnavian or, more or less
close and reliable allies including new military
commander Air Chief Marshal Hadi Tjahjanto, Defense
Minister, former New Order general, Ryamizard
Ryacudu or Luhut Panjaitan, an ex-special forces
general serving as maritime coordinating minister. To
mention is also police general Budi Gunawan, head of
the powerful National Intelligence Agency (BIN), who is
at least a man of Jokowi’s party, the Indonesian
Democrat Party for Struggle (PDI-P) and its leader
Megawati Sukarnoputri. General Gunawan holds also a
leading position at the Indonesian Mosque Association,
which has oversight over the largest Muslim nation’s
around 800,000 mosques, including those that might
rally against Widodo in an election campaign that is
expected to be decisively influenced by the Islamic
card. Also sworn in now was General Agung Gumelar, a
retired special forces general, appointed to head the
nine-man presidential advisory council, which contains
Suharto-era army chief General Subagyo Hadi Siswoyo.
Important is also the recent promotion of former
presidential security force commander Lieutenant
General Andika Perkasa from West Kalimantan
regional chief to head the military’s training command,
which puts him in line for the top army post in January
2019.

Another former New Order general is General Wiranto,
also retired military chief, who serves as Coordinating
Minister in Jokowis cabinet. Wiranto is an older ally of
the president and enemy of his rival in the last
elections, General Prabowo with whom he had
engaged in a bitter power struggle in the aftermath of
General Suharto’s downfall 1998.
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The President’s new chief of staff Moeldoko is a
member of Minister Wiranto's People’s Conscience
Party (Hanura), and has served earlier in his military
career as adjutant to intelligence guru Abdullah
Mahmud Hendropriyono, a staunch ally of PDI-P leader
Megawati. Hendropriyono's son, Diaz, is the President
‘s son-in-law and part of his special staff. [Asia Times]

Moeldoko’s appointment complements the
appointment of Air Marshal Hadi Tjahjanto as Armeed
Forces (TNI) commander last December following the
early retirement of Army General Gatot Nurmantyo
who had a tense relationship with the President and
seems to have planned to run for presidency himself.
TNI commander Hadi is one of the President’s close
allies with both families also being close and Hadi
having been Jokowi's “military secretary” from 2014 to
2016. General Gatot however, has managed it to
shuffle 85 high-ranking officers from across the
military into new positions just before his term ended
ensuring a leaving imprint on the internal command
structure. [VoA]

The heavy presence of high ranking retired and serving
security officers around the President indicates the
ongoing influence of the security forces President
Widodo has to acknowledge, his ability to adopt to the
respectively shaped political environment and his
awareness that the political climate is heated. Widodo
faces a counter-bloc of political heavy - weights that
likewise build on powerful security related networks.
While both competing networks are linked to various
Islamic groups, the challenging side seems to be more
in the trend of an increasing fundamentalization of
religious politics. [Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Environmental activist jailed
for 'spreading communism’

(hg) An East Java court sentenced the man to

ten months in prison under the anti-communism law
for having “spreading communism” during a
demonstration against the opening of a gold mine as
he was the rally organizer at which some banners with
the communist hammer and sickle have been
displayed. Three co-demonstrators, having carried the
banners, are still awaiting their trial. Last year,
prosecutors sought a two-year prison term for a 24-
year-old goat herder in an ongoing trial who had
uploaded a selfie on which he was holding a picture of
the hammer and sickle. Also in 2017, three university
students were suspended from school for selling
books about communism while Indonesia's defence
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minister, a former New Order general, insisted that
suspected communists killed in the military-backed
massacres 1965 actually “deserved to die". [Strait
Times]

In fact, communism has never ceded to be a sensitive
issue after the end of the nationalist-military New
Order regime in 1998 whereas it also has rarely
attracted much attention. This changed gradually since
an increasingly feverish conservative trend surged over
recent years which, however, became much more
manifest and visible in anti-LGBT rhetoric and Islamic
fundamentalism. Still, communism is part of the dark
and largely repressed strands of the country’s
collective memory. After all, the 1965 Coup that
responded to an attempted communist takeover and
the ensuing New Order regime initiated a mass
slaughter of hundreds of thousands alleged
communists.

Laos/Myanmar: Organized drug crime
remains a threat

(Ih) Criminal groups in the Mekong Delta area,
especially in Laos and Myanmar, are still a major threat
to stability and order. According to UNODC's World
Drug Report 2017, several groups raised to significant
players in the worldwide production of synthetic drugs.
The difficulties to control land and water borders
around the Mekong Delta as well as corruption and a
lack of law enforcement facilitate the operation of
global drug supply chains. [Australian Strategic Policy
Institute]

Malaysia: Mahatir and Najib in campaign
mode

(Is) Former Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad (92) would become the world's oldest
person to be voted prime minister if he won Malaysia's
upcoming general election. With the next election due
by August, Mahathir has entered the campaign mode
and is reworking his image. He presents himself no
longer as an autocratic prime minister who ruled
Malaysia for over two decades, but rather as the
opposition’s kind elder statesman. However, it remains
doubtful whether the younger generation will be
excited by a man who is almost a century old. [Reuters]

Current Prime Minister Najib Razak, on a visit to
neighboring Singapore, distanced himself in foreign
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policy matters from Mahatir, his former mentor turned
nemesis. With clear references to his predecessor,
Najib said he did not want Malaysian-Singaporean ties
to return to the “era of confrontational diplomacy and
barbed rhetoric”, adding that the fraught relationship
of yesteryear was “an era we want to forget”. This
demonstrates how the election campaign is becoming
increasingly visible on all levels of Malaysian politics.
[South China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, a discussion has erupted about whether
civil servants should be punished for supporting
Malaysia's opposition. Education Minister Mahdzir
Khalid warned teachers and ministry officers from
such actions. He said they were barred from joining
any opposition party or criticizing the government.
[Asian Correspondent]

Myanmar: Rohingya not returning yet;
soldiers sentenced for killings

(Is) The return of Rohingya refugees from Bangladesh
to Myanmar, which was negotiated between the two
countries, is being delayed. However, the reasons of
the delay remain unspecified. UN Secretary General
Antdnio Guterres last week expressed concern that its
refugee agency (UNHCR) was not directly involved in
the repatriation agreement. He also demanded that
the return should be voluntary, be conducted in safety
and dignity, and that people should be allowed to
come back to their places of origin. [Asian
Correspondent]

Meanwhile, former New Mexico (U.S.) Governor Bill
Richardson has resigned from an international
advisory panel on the Rohingya refugee crisis, calling it
a “whitewash and a cheerleading operation” for
Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi. [Washington Post]

In a separate development, a Myanmar military
tribunal has sentenced six soldiers to ten years in
prison for killing three civilians in the war-torn state of
Kachin, which is home to an ethnic rebel army that has
been fighting Myanmar’s military for years. More than
100,000 people in the state have fled the fighting.
Rights groups said the prosecution of the six soldiers
was rare and could indicate a step toward ending
military impunity in Myanmar. [New York Times]

Philippines: With media freedom under
threat, Philippines insist on “sovereignty”
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(Is) After news website Rappler lost its license to
operate in the Philippines (see last week’s AiR), critical
investigative journalism website “Vera Files” has been
hit by a distributed denial of service attack (DDoS) after
a story critical of President Rodrigo Duterte appeared
on the site. The story dealt with Duterte’s and his
daughter’'s non-disclosure of financial details held at a
bank when the pair were mayor and vice-mayor of
Davao City. Whether pro-Duterte agents were behind
the DDoS attack or not is effectively impossible to
ascertain, and therefore motives remain unclear.
[Asian Correspondent]

The New York Times has published a timely portrait of
Jover Laurio, a 38-year-old law student who runs an
influential blog in the Philippines. After Laurio having
been chronicling extrajudicial killings and dissecting
false claims made by President Rodrigo Duterte and
his circle, she now lives under constant protection by
armed bodyguards. [New York Times]

The Philippines this week formally rejected about P380
million (6.1 million euros) in aid from the European
Union, with another P2.4 billion (39 million euros) in
aid for sustainable energy projects likely to be rejected
as well. Philippine Foreign Secretary Cayetano said that
the Philippines will reject foreign donations that come
with "conditionalities that will affect our sovereignty."
President Rodrigo Duterte has repeatedly criticized the
EU for supposedly meddling in his war on drugs, which
has killed thousands. [Rappler]

Philippines: Police to wear body cameras
in drug raids

(Is) Philippine police will soon have to wear body
cameras during anti-narcotics operations and visit
suspects’ homes only in the daytime. A date by which
the cameras are expected to be made available to
police has, however, not been specified. [South China
Morning Post]

Thailand: “Bangkok Shutdown” leaders
indicted for insurrection as uncertainty
about future Democrat Party leadership
continues

(Is) Thailand's Office of the Attorney-General on
Wednesday indicted nine former key members of the
Democrat Party on multiple charges relating to the
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anti-Yingluck Shinawatra government protests in
Bangkok in 2013/14 and the so called “Bangkok
Shutdown”. The nine were charged with insurrection,
illegal assembly and obstructing an election, among
others. Among the indicted is also Suthep Thaugsuban,
the most prominent figure of the People's Democratic
Reform Committee (PDRC), who was also charged with
terrorism. Until recently, it was speculated which role
Suthep could play in Thailand’s Democrat Party on the
way to parliamentary elections being held in late 2018
or early 2019. [Bangkok Post]

Speculations about the future leadership in the
Democrat Party have also reached new heights as
former Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai has been
mentioned in the discussions. Though he is unlikely to
take such position, the fact that his name is being
suggested at all can provide some insights into the
current political situation, both at party and national
levels. Former Prime Minister and incumbent
Democrat Party leader Abhisit Vejjajiva is put under
increasing pressure. [Straits Times]

Thailand: Human trafficking in fishing
industry still widespread

(Is) A Human Rights Watch report released this week
states that forced labor and other rights abuses are
still widespread in Thailand's fishing fleets. Despite
significant resources provided to the Thai Ministry of
Labour and its departments, the report argues that
there was no effective or systematic inspection of
fishers working aboard Thai vessels. Thailand's fishing
industry employs more than 300,000 people, many of
them migrant workers from neighbouring countries.
The sector has long been dogged by allegations of
abuses. [Human Rights Watch]

The Royal Thai Police rejected the criticism, claiming a
successful crackdown has led to the prosecution of
some 100 trafficking suspects and the rescue of 160
victims since May 2015, when the EU issued its "yellow
card" warning. Thailand is expecting an updated
assessment from the EU in April this year. [Bangkok
Post]

In an opinion piece, “The Nation” criticizes Thailand's
general approach to migrant labor, as workers around
the country have lately been subjected to a 1979 law
that bars foreigners from 39 specific professions,
resulting in the arrest of more than 1,600 migrants,
mostly from Myanmar, Cambodia and Laos. The
Nation argues that the Labour Ministry is being
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nationalistic with its crackdown and misleading the
people by saying that the foreign workers usurp jobs
that Thais could be doing. [The Nation]

Vietham: Long sentences handed down in
corruption trial

(Is) The Vietnamese former state oil executive who was
allegedly kidnapped from Germany was jailed for life
for embezzlement on Monday, in the highest-profile
corruption trial to target the Communist country’s
business and political elite. Another trial has started
this week for embezzlement that could see the same
executive put to death. Twenty other officials were also
sentenced, receiving between 22 years in prison and
13 months suspended sentence. The trial has been
criticized as being, at least in part, politically motivated.
[South China Morning Post]

Law and Politics in
East Asia

China’s anti-mafia campaign amid fears of
judicial abuse

(dgl) Complementing the existing anti-corruption
campaign against high-level party officials, China has
now launched a nation-wide anti-corruption against
middle- and level cadres in an attempt to fight triads
and tackle organized crime at the grass-roots-level. The
campaign follows decisions made two weeks ago at a
closed meeting of the Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection, China's top anti-corruption
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agency, and involves close to 30 party and government
organs. Critical observers point to the danger of abuse
of power by involved law enforcement agencies to
meet targets of the campaign set by the party
leadership. [South China Morning Post]

China: Tightened controls in Tibet and
Xinjiang

(dqgl) An administrative takeover by the Communist
Party of the Tibetan Buddhist monastic center of
Larung Gar has been ordered by government
authorities. According to an official announcement all
top-level administrative matters will be in hands of
party cadres ranging from management, finances,
security, admissions, to even the selection of textbooks
use at the center. Until expulsions and demolitions
measures taken by the government in 2017, Larung
Gar was the largest center of Buddhist monasticism in
Tibet, if not the world, and had been run by Tibetan
monks and nuns selected by the monastery's senior
members. [Human Rights Watch] This takeover follows
a trial against Tibetan language and culture activist
Taishi Wangchuk for separatism early this month [AIR
1/1/2018] and reflects a new climax in the the party’'s
efforts to control religious affairs and practice in Tibet.

Related to another minority group, Radio Free Asia this
week spoke of around 120,000 ethnic Uyghurs being
kept in detention for political re-education. The news
group refers to information obtained from a security
official. [Radio Free Asia]

China: Prominent human rights lawyer’s
license cancelled

(dqgl) Following the detention of outspoken party critic
Yu Wensheng last week [AIR 3/1/2018], Guandong
province government authorities have revoke the
license of prominent human rights lawyer Sui Muging
on grounds of violating China’s law for lawyers and
rules of conducts for lawyers. As evidence, the
authorities referred to a case where Sui failed to
prevent a client from disrupting court order in Beijing
in 2014, as well as to his taking photos in a police
station in the southwestern province of Sichuan in
2017 where he met a client. [Reuters]
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Japan: Law on plea bargain to come into
force

(dqgl) Japan’s government announced its plan to
introduce the right to plea bargain by putting into
effect a revised law on criminal proceedings on June 1.
Under this law, prosecutors may agree that less
serious offenses might not be prosecuted if the
suspect or defendant provides evidence and testimony
against accomplices in drug, fraud, bribery and other
cases. The crimes of murder and robbery are excluded
from the right to plea bargain. The response to the
plea bargain system is mixed. While the system is
expected to help tackle organized crime, lawyers and
legal scholars point to the danger of triggering untrue
statements leading to charges against innocent people.
[The Japan Times]

South Korea: Supreme Court under
pressure

(dgl) South Korea's Supreme Court has come under
pressure following findings concerning the Court's
activities during the administration of ousted President
Park Geun-hye. According to a probe committee
documents found in computers used by the National
Court Administration and records of the Court’s
communications with Park’s presidential office related
to the trial of the former National Intelligence Service
chief contained information on individual judges. The
National Court Administration which is running the
daily operation and general administrative duties of
the judicial branch is accused of having surveilled
judges and compiled lists with details on their
character and actions. [Korea Herald]

In a related development, a South Korean appeals
court on Tuesday sentenced the culture minister under
President Park to two years imprisonment for her role
in compiling a blacklist of 10,000 artists viewed as
critical of ousted president Park's government.
Blacklisted artists were deprived of state funding and
put under surveillance by the state. [Channel News
Asia]

South Korea: Companies related to former
President Lee raided by prosecution
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(dgl) Continuing prosecution against people connected
to former President Park Lee Myung-bak (see AiR
3/1/2018), two companies have been raided by
prosecutors: the first is DAS, a local auto parts maker
whose largest shareholder is Lee's eldest brother. The
former president is suspected to have exerted his
influence to help DAS recoup 13.2 million USD it
invested in a troubled financial firm. The second is a
DAS parts supplier whose owner Lee's wife Kim Yoon-
ok's sister-in-law and which is suspected to have
channeled an alleged 12 billion-won slush fund
established from DAS. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Center-left party to lose half
of its lawmakers

(dqgl) As reaction to last week’s declaration of the
leaders of the center-left People's Party and the center-
right Bareun Party to merge their parties (see AR
3/1/2018), 18 out of 39 lawmakers of the former party
on Sunday announced to defect from the party in
order to create a new party should the merger plan be
approved at the national party convention scheduled
for 4 February. [Korea Herald]

South Korea: Suicide pacts to be
criminalized

(dql) In an attempt to reduce the suicide rate, the
South Korean government announced its plan to
criminalize organizing a suicide pact. With 26.3 deaths
per 100000 peoples, South Korea has the second
highest suicide rate worldwide after Lithuania (28.2).
[The Telegraph]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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India: Modi’s bid for global leadership in
Davos

(hg) This year’s Davos opening - speech by Indian
Prime Minister Modi was of some significance to mark
India’s actual stakes in the shifting global order. Last
year, President Xi Jinping has conveyed a strong
message that China would be ready to take up the
mantle of global leadership that President Trump
seemed to have just discarded. Now, some
commentators have attributed India the potential to
become “the sort of leader that an authoritarian China
can never be, that a fractured Europe is failing to be,
and that an inward-focused U.S. is refusing to be”. This
would be a leader that “pushes forward equitable
global trade, that seeks new pathways to controlling
climate change, and stitches together multipolar and
norm-following approaches to global security.”
[Bloomberg 1]

Yet, such a perspective and goal seems to imply a
picture way to rosy for present-day India [Quartz] and,
moreover, also not the vision the normally eloquent
Modi did fully live up to portray in his speech. In fact,
talking much on India’s attractiveness for foreign
investors, he arguably rather failed to deliver a
determined and sufficiently palpable vision of Indian
leadership, especially if compared with those of Xi.
With the US ceding space not diplomatically but also
strategically Modi did, however, importantly
emphasized globalization as a key issue of future
global ordering, suggesting “a cooperative,
harmonious, sharing and caring world"”. [The Economic
Times] In noteworthy contrast to US positions and
actions he explicitly mentioned three key global issues
particularly silent in recent US proclamations to be
taken up decisively: climate change, terrorism and anti-
globalization. [Bloomberg 2]

Warning in this context against a new wave of
protectionism with trade barriers posing a danger to
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the world on par with climate change and extremist
attacks, he did so just hours after the U.S. government
had approved new tariffs for instance. [ABC News] At
the same time, the recently released US National
Defense Strategy has dropped climate change and
terrorism as primary foreign policy focal points
replacing them with great power competition with
China and Russia.

India: enhancing its military capabilities

(hg) A significant military advancement is India’s first
domestically built aircraft carrier, the INS Vikrant (IAC-
), that will be ready for operational deployment by
2020. [The Diplomat]

Moreover, having successfully tested its first self-
developed, long-range ballistic missile capable of
carrying nuclear weapons, India is now pursuing
membership of the small club of countries with
intercontinental missiles. [The New York Times]

With this strategic shift India commands the
capability of hitting China’s eastern coastal cities which
it could previously not threaten. [Time]

At the same time, a 2016 initiated $5 billion-plus
purchase of five S-400 Triumf long-range surface-to-air
missile systems from Russia seems to be frozen at
present. India is currently developing an own anti-
missile system that includes indigenously developed
Prithvi Air Defence for high-altitude interception
(above 75 kilometers) and Advanced Air Defence for
low-altitude interception (below 15 kilometers) but also
medium-range surface-to-air missile systems claimed
to be capable of taking out an incoming missile with its
range of more than 70 kilometers. Arguably, the
Russian S-400 (NATO reporting name: SA-21 Growler)
which is designed to destroy aircraft, cruise and
ballistic missiles, including medium-range missiles, and
surface targets is the currently best air-defense
systems of its kind, capable of intercepting and
destroying airborne targets at a distance of up to 400
kilometers. Russia has just reinforced its own S-400 in
Syria and purchased the system not only to China but
also to Turkey, which had created some tensions
within NATO. [Defense News] [Tass]

More successful than the Indian - Russian missile deal
looks the conclusion of a contract about 48 Russian
Mi-17 Choppers of which India has at present around
151. [NDTV]
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As a noteworthy innovation come Indian - Japanese
plans to increase their cooperation in the defense,
robotics and Al sectors in coming years to contain
China’s expansionist including the launching of a
working group on cooperation between nuclear
companies. [RT]

Indian - Southeast Asian/ASEAN links

(hg) On occasion of the ASEAN-India Commemorative
Summit, the Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma
Swaraj stressed the deep cultural links between India
and SEA, referring to the Buddhist religion and the
Hindu Ramayana epos. [The Hindu]

Notably, Indian Prime Minister Modi combined the
Summit with inviting all ten ASEAN leaders as his
‘chief guests’ to the 68th Indian national day parade
to even stronger foster the Indian - SEA ties vis-a-vis
the expansion of Chinese influence in the region.
[Financial Times]

Particularly noteworthy in this context is an article of
Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong in the
Times of India on this occasion. Lee is resounding Indian
External Affairs Minister Swaraj by noting the “more
than 2,000 years” of bi-regional relations that he traces
up to the present time that he describes as being
marked by “major global trends [...] reshaping the
strategic outlook” that are “presenting both challenges
and opportunities” and give a “new impetus to ASEAN's
cooperation with key partners like India”. Without
mentioning China explicitly, his stress of the common
interests in peace and security in the region and an
“open, balanced and inclusive regional architecture”,
which he expressively also relates to the sea lanes, the
Singaporean Prime Minister has issued a significant
statement at a time India at which Modi’s India
presented itself on the global stage in Davos as well.
[Business Times]

India and the revived ‘security ‘quad’

(hg) The navy chiefs of the four ‘quad’ nations that
recently reconvened the old quadrilateral security
dialogue of Japan, Australia, India and the US came
together at a security conference in New Delhi. The
admirals displayed their unity in their perception of
China as a “disruptive power” in the region. Just
recently Japanese Prime Minister Abe had underlined
the ‘quad’s’ shared strategic values. While Japan is


http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ofihyd-l-hr/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ofihyd-l-hy/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ofihyd-l-hj/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ofihyd-l-ht/

more inclined to actively engage in military alliances
than India, India arguably is currently even more
challenging to China psychologically than is Japan. [The
Australian 1]

Interesting in this context are insights offered by a
former Indian secretary of the Ministry of External
Affairs on how India viewed the revival of the four-
country security dialogue as a necessary part of the
shared containment strategy towards “an increasingly
belligerent China” but with some initial hesitation. Anil
Wadhwa, having been in office until mid of last year,
revealed that New Delhi was initially skeptical of
reconvening the ‘dialogue’ because of the Australian
Rudd government’s decision ten years ago to abandon
the first attempt to forge the group as a result of
Chinese pressure. Seemingly, intense negotiations
were needed to persuade India to re-embrace the
quadrilateral dialogue amidst doubts about Australia’s
reliability with Japan playing a particular role. [The
Australian 2]

Pakistan-Chinese representatives vowing
to jointly support peace in Afghanistan

(jl) At a meeting between Pakistani National Security
Adviser Nasser Janjua and the Chinese Ambassador in
Islamabad both country’s representatives have
announced to support constructive efforts for peace
and stability in Afghanistan. [The Nation]

How good is the current deterioration of
US-Pakistani tensions for China?

(hg) Ankit Panda, a senior editor at The Diplomat,
provides an interesting perspective on the Chinese
interest in the constantly deteriorating US-Pakistani
relations claiming that it “would be a mistake to
presume that China is glad to see a” full breaking
apart.

First, while both the US and China provide important
assistance to Pakistan they do so in different ways. A
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor that gains steam
would still not generate that sort of aid the US is
providing. Second, sufficiently close US - Pakistan
relationships pose a similar burden on US - Indian ties
as comparative Indian - Russian or Indian - Iranian ties
could do. For China it seems preferable that the US
sustains principled relationship with both Pakistan and
India investing resources without gaining India as a
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partner of an operationable anti-China entente. [South
China Morning Post]

These observations are important as a reminder of the
complexity and ambiguity of great power competition.
There will always be the possibility of draw backs,
paradoxical developments and tensions in bi- and
multilateral rapprochements, especially where one
country is absorbed by another’s sphere of influence
or uncertainty exist weather two aligned distinct
spheres of influence emerge instead. Yet, India and
China have driven the regional power game to a point
where a real US - Indian entente seems possible
whereas Pakistan’s value and the burden of an
‘engagement of attrition’ will also be assessed from the
US point of view.

Bangladesh cancels Chinese road
construction project on corruption
charges

(hg) Bangladesh has cancelled a road

construction project with a major Chinese company for
allegedly having attempted to bribe

Bangladeshi officials. The government has blacklisted
the firm from participating in any future ventures. It is
the same company that has undertaken so important
projects as Pakistan's Gwadar Port and Sri Lanka's
Hanbatota Port. The case raises the question how the
government's reaction will affects the country’s ties to
China in general in the near future. [ANI]

Sri Lanka caught in great power politics

(hg) With Japan and India seeking to deepen their
influence in Sri Lanka, the poor country which has
become an integral part of the Chinese ‘maritime silk
road’, seems to be caught between the need for
foreign investment and the risk to be taken away by
great power competition. [AiR 3/1/2018] [The Diplomat
1] [The Diplomat 2]

Adding to its recently expressed interest in
infrastructure investment, Japan also plans to increase
its naval security aid to Sri Lanka and Djibouti in
support for the joint Japan-U.S. “free and open Indo-
Pacific Strategy” which is not just countering the
emergence of a Chinese sphere of influence abstractly
but representing a new willingness to actively move
very close to core areas of Chinese interest and
investment. [The Japan News]
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Besides, Sri Lanka's increasing geopolitical importance
has also been reflected currently by the visit of
Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong to witness
the signing of the Sri Lanka-Singapore free trade
agreement. [Channel News Asia]

The agreement, which is the first modern and
comprehensive FTA for the South Asian nation after an
attempt to reach an agreement in 2004 failed. [Today
Online]

Adding to the overall picture, also Indonesian
President Widodo has just visited the island to discuss
matters of bilateral investment cooperation. [Daily
Mirror]

Maldives: Opposition criticizes alleged
sell-out to China

(hg) The exiled former Maldives' president Nasheed
warned that this year's presidential election could be
the last chance to save his country from an ever
increasing Chinese influence invited by the current
Yameen Abdul Gayoom government without any
regard for due procedure or transparency. [The
Standard]

Commenting from his exile in neighboring Sri Lanka,
Nasheed, who was convicted of terrorism charges at
home, reiterated that China's growing influence in the
Maldives threatens the peace and stability in the entire
region. The remarks prompted strong responses from
the Maldives government whose incumbent president
has linked his fortune to China since taking office in
2013 which just culminated in the country’s first
bilateral free trade agreement which the government
has signed with China late last year. [Avas].

Lately, India, the EU and the US take increasing interest
in the developments on the strategically important
Maldives, regarding both, a worsening domestic
governance and security situation as well as the
Chinese advancement.

Indonesia-USA relations: Washington
backs Jakarta in South China Sea; current
challenges for Indonesian military

(Is) On his visit to Indonesia this week, U.S. Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis accepted the country's renaming
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of an area previously considered part of the South
China Sea, a move that potentially upsets China. In July
last year, the Indonesian government unveiled an
updated national map in which the country’s exclusive
economic zone north of the Natuna Islands had been
renamed the North Natuna Sea. While China
recognizes Indonesian sovereignty over the Natuna
Islands, it insists the two countries have overlapping
claims to maritime rights and interests in the area that
still need to be resolved. [South China Morning Post]

Defense Secretary Mattis also promised that the U.S.
military will increase cooperation with Indonesia’s
6,000-member elite special forces unit “Kopassus”.
Contacts have been scarce as Kopassus was accused of
rights abuses in East Timor in the past. Mattis said he
believed Kopassus had reformed enough that more
cooperation was warranted under existing law. The
United States is one of Indonesia’s top arms suppliers.
[Reuters]

Within the Indonesian military, Air Chief Marshal Hadi
Tjahjanto, the former air force chief, has taken office as
the 20th commander of the Indonesian Armed Forces
(TNI) in December. “The Diplomat” argues that a major
question for Tjahjanto, with his minority background
from the Air Force among the TNI branches, will be the
extent to which he can solidify all three branches of
the military under his leadership, particularly the army,
which has dominated the Indonesian military for years.
Another crucial issue is to what degree Tjahjanto can
bring the military defense plan back in line with the
changing dynamics in the region and also with the
current administration’s grand policy. [The Diplomat]

U.S.-Vietnam relations to counter Chinese
influence

(Is) U.S. Defense Secretary Mattis is also visiting
Vietnam. The Trump administration sees Vietnam as a
partner in opposing China’s assertion of territorial
claims in the South China Sea, including the Spratlys,
an island chain where Taiwan, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Vietnam and Brunei also have claims.
However, on occasion of Mattis’ visit, which takes place
almost exactly 50 years after the Tet Offensive in the
Vietnam War, memories of the past may also play a
role during the visit. Mattis has never been in Vietnam
before. [South China Morning Post]
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Laos-Russia relations: Agreement of
deepening military ties

(Ih) Laos and Russia have long had a close defense
relationship that extends across several realms,
including military education, law enforcement
cooperation, and the purchase of military equipment.
But ties have recently become closer, as Vladimir
Putin’s Russia tries to deepen ties with Southeast Asian
states. At the invitation of the Lao government, a high-
level Russian delegation visited Laos earlier this week.
Both countries agreed on enhancing their existing
long-term partnership by advancing the cooperation
between their armies. [Vientiane Times] Against this
background, Prashanth Parameswaran analyzes
current Russia-Laos military ties for “The Diplomat”.
[The Diplomat]

To change Asian geopolitics in Thailand:
The Kra - canal

(hg) Since 1677, an ambitious canal project, the Kra -
canal, has been contemplated in Thailand in various
forms to re-surface now with huge potential impact.
This long-envisioned channel through the country’s
southern isthmus would connect the Indian and Pacific
Oceans and dramatically shorten East-West shipping
routes. It would, in fact, save approximately 1,200
kilometers posing an alternative to the Malacca Strait,
the world’s busiest maritime area where an estimated
84,000 ships and around 30% of global trade currently
passes each year with an estimated increase to over
140,000 per year. Moreover, as much as 80% of China's
fuel imports currently pass through the Malacca Strait.
To build the Kra - canal would severely hurt Singapore,
potentially form an important part of the Chinese
maritime silk-road and cost between US$20-US$30
billion.

If built, the Thai canal would change the Asian
geopolitical environment at sea significantly by
bypassing Malacca which is easily controlled by the US
navy. Even if built, however, the US Navy could still
choke the new entry points, the greater efforts
notwithstanding. Still, it would create a lane of
communication of huge importance giving advantage
probably to China.

At present, the Thai Canal Association (TCA), a group of
influential former top brass soldiers advocating for the
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project, is reinforced in its efforts by the Chinese
government. Until now, Beijing has publicly distanced
itself from private Chinese companies which had
engaged Thai trade and lobby groups in favor of the
mega project. As a surprising change, China’s newly
appointed ambassador to Bangkok seems now to have
said in recent high-level meetings that China envisions
the Thai canal as part of its US$1 trillion ‘One Belt One
Road’ (Obor) global infrastructure initiative. Naturally,
this created a new momentum whose backgrounds,
implications and potentials are well explored in the
Asia Times piece. [Asia Times]

China: Ideology matters in achieving
international leadership

(dgl) The driving ideological force behind the rapid
modernization of China’s military forces is expressed in
President Xi Jinping's demands towards the military of
being ‘absolute loyal to the party’ and ‘capable of
winning wars'. These words are is not be considered as
outdated slogans of a brainwashing campaign for
China's soldiers but understood as essential part of
China’s military strategy and political warfare,
embedded in an assertive foreign policy which leaves
Deng Xiaoping's 'keep low profile, abide by the time'
behind and claims global leadership role for China.
[The Diplomat]

China: Shipping routes in the Arctic to be
developed

(dqgl) In a move to widen her land and sea connections
within OBOR initiative, China introduced in a white
paper on Friday the vision of a ‘Polar Silk Road' and
announced plans to develop shipping routes to the
Arctic. For China, the north-east passage offers a faster
sea route to many ports in Europe than the current
routes using, in many cases, the Suez or Panama
canals. [BBC]

China-USA relations: Confrontation
looming

(dqgl) Signs are pointing to confrontation in Sino-US
relations after the release of the US 2018 National
Defense Strategy which identifies China as ‘revisionist
power’ and ‘strategic competitor’ ‘leveraging military
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modernization, influence operations, and predatory
economics to coerce neighboring countries to reorder
the Indo-Pacific region to their advantage’' [US 2018
National Defense Strategy]. China has denounced the
strategy for reverting to a ‘cold war and zero-sum
mindset’ leading only to ‘conflict and confrontation'.
[Xinhua] Analysts indicate that this confrontational
strategy will possibly negatively affects the US position
in the Asia-Pacific as it forces states of this region to
align with one of the two powers. Given China’s power
and position in this region they might turn to the
Middle Kingdom and alienate from the US. [South
China Morning Post 1]

In a related development, China has strongly objected
US President Donald Trump's decision to issue
increased tariffs on imported solar power components
and washing machines and accused him of abusing
trade remedies. [South China Morning Post 2]

Japan-France relations: Deepening
security ties

(dql) Japan'’s foreign and defense ministers and their
French counterparts met in Tokyo for ‘two plus two'
security talks. They agreed on increasing diplomatic
and security cooperation to secure an open Indo-
Pacific region as well as to maximize pressure on North
Korea to denuclearize. The Japanese officials welcomed
a plan to conduct joint exercises in February upon the
arrival of the French frigate Vendemiaire in Japan. They
also welcomed progress in talks to finalize the
Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement, which will
allow military forces of the two countries to mutually
provide logistical supplies and services [Nikkei Asian
Review]

Japan: Military build up, deployment of
stealth fighters and Self Defense Forces
operation

(dql, jl) Local media reported that Japan's Ministry of
Defense (MoD) has completed the development of its
first domestically designed supersonic anti-ship
missile, designated XASM-3. The begin of the mass
production of the new weapon system is scheduled for
the fiscal year 2019. [The Diplomat]

Meanwhile, Japan on Friday deployed its first F-35A
stealth fighter at Misawa Air Base in Aomori Prefecture
to respond to airspace incursions and conduct
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surveillance on North Korea. The deployment of nine
more F-35As at the base is planned in fiscal 2018
starting April to form a squadron of 10 fighter jets. [The
Japan Times 1]

In a related move, Prime Minister Abe revealed that
Japan'’s Self Defense Forces has conducted its first
mission to defend U.S. military aircraft under the
security legislation of 2016 which allows the dispatch
of SDF troops abroad to provide logistical support of
other forces engaged in missions countering threats to
peace and security of the international community.
[The Japan Times 2]

Inter-Korean relations: Ambiguous
‘Olympic’ politics

(dgl) Amid mutual conciliatory signs ahead the
upcoming Olympic games, North Korea is nevertheless
preparing to hold its great military parade on 8
February, the day before the opening of the Olympics,
to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the
establishment of the army dropping the 25 April as
commemoration day as it was during the past 30
years. [Korea Herald].

Meanwhile, South Korean conservative activists on
Monday burned a picture of Kim Jong-un, the North's
national flag and the so called ‘unification flag’ under
which athletes form both sides will attend the
Olympics, expressing their disapproval of the North's
participation in the Winter games. [Financial Times]

North Korea-US tensions: A ‘handful of
months away’ from being able to strike
the US

(dk) On Monday CIA chief Mike Pompeo gave in an
interview an assessment of North Korea's ability to
strike the US. According to his calculation, Pyongyang
is a ‘handful of months’ away to pose a straight danger
for the United States and to be able to attack its
mainland with nuclear weapons. At the same time he
pointed the capability of North Korea to fire multiple
nuclear missiles at the United States would be the
threshold for the US military action. [The Guardian]

Background Reading
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India/China: Education, higher
education/professional training, and
research

(hg) With all its success and ambitions, India has yet a
lot of unfulfilled potential in terms of education and
research if compared to China.

Afirst issue concerning India is the class divide that
dominates the education system with a vast gap
especially also between education in rural and urban
areas. While the top 10% will be able to get good jobs
and compete with the best in the world, the most will
have a precarious living in the informal sector.
According to recently published Annual Status of
Education Report after eight years of schooling, only
43% of 14-18-year-olds could do simple division; more
than 40% couldn't tell hours and minutes from a clock;
and 46% didn't know which was Indian capital.
[Livemint]

An interesting, currently debated strategy to improve
the (higher) education status in India is an increase in
online education and training. A recent deal
between Indian IT major Tech Mahindra and edX, an
online learning destination founded in 2012 by
Harvard University and the MIT, reflects the potential
of e-learning with edX reskilling 117,000 of Tech
Mahindra employees. Coursera a venture capital
backed, education focused tech firm founded by two
Stanford professors has already attracted 2 million
learners in India alone taking on 60,000 new learners
every month. [ZDNet]

Meanwhile, China’s research and development
(R&D) policy figures impressively according to the
biennial science and engineering indicators recently
published by the US's National Science Foundation and
National Science Board. As the world's 2nd largest
spender in R&D after the US, accounting for 21% of the
world total of $2 trillion, China, focusing on becoming a
world leader in artificial intelligence, quantum
communications and computing, biotechnology and
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electrical vehicles, is, in fact, becoming a scientific and
technical superpower. Contributing to this
development is the ‘Thousands Talents Plan” and the
‘Thousands Youth Talents Plan’ that targets scientists
below the age of 40 with a PhDs from prestigious
foreign universities whom the government offers
500,000 RMB ($80,000) lump sum and research grants
ranging from one to three million RMB
($150,000-%$300,000). Both plans are complemented by
the ‘Recruitment Program for Innovative Talents’,
which is targeting foreign academics [1000 Plan] By it,
more than 6000 high-level oversea workers have
already been recruited [China Daily].

For a comparison between the Chinese and the Indian
policies to reach out to both countries’ highly skilled
professional diaspora see [The Diplomat].

US-Pakistan: The doctor who helped to
find bin Laden

(hg) The Japan Times features an interesting reflection
on the doctor who helped the US to track Usama Bin
Laden only to end up in a Paksitani jail.

In 2011 it was Shakil Afridi, a Pakistani medical doctor,
who used a fake hepatitis vaccination program to get
DNA samples from bin Laden’s family as a means of
pinpointing his location. By this, he aided the U.S. Navy
Seals who killed America’s enemy of the state in a
move that Pakistanis perceived as a violation of their
sovereignty. Accused under tribal law alleging he aided
and facilitated militants Afridi is jailed since 2011.
Despite President Trump had pledged to free Afridi in
April 2016, telling he would get him out of prison in
“two minutes. ... Because we give a lot of aid to
Pakistan”, Afridi has not even seen his lawyer since
2012. His story is not only one about denied due
process but also the worsening US - Pakistani relations
and the misperceptions accompanying them. [The
Japan Times]

An arms race in Southeast Asia?

(Is) Southeast Asia is arming massively. In the past
decade, military spending by the region’s states has
risen by 57 percent on average. Felix Heiduk of the
German Institute for International and Security Affairs
(SWP) argues in his research paper that domestic and
foreign-policy factors other than the often cited ‘China
factor’ have also been decisive for the increase: lasting
territorial conflicts, domestic militant revolutionary
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movements and the powerful political influence of the
military. [Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik]

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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