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Dear Reader,

Welcome back to CPG’s weekly Asia in Review.

Reports on three stark judicial developments stand out

in this issue. First, the International Criminal Court

(ICC) has launched an initial inquiry into allegations of

crimes against humanity allegedly committed by the

Philippines president Rodrigo Duterte. Second, a

former confidante of South Korea ousted President

Park has been sentenced to 20 years in jail for bribery,

coercion and abuse of power which is even more

interesting as the ex-president is awaiting her own trial

next month. Third, the five-year court sentence for

Bangladesh’s former prime minister Khaleda Zia will

have strong repercussions for this year´s general

elections in the conflict-ridden country.

Moreover, in China the former chief of the

southwestern metropolis of Chongqing, a Communist

Party heavyweight, has been officially charged now,

reminding all potential power contenders in Xi´s China

that no one is immune of persecution.

In the Maldives, the declaration of the state of

emergency, the arrest of two Supreme Court judges

and accusation of a plotted coup d´état created a

situation that threatens to involve India and China on

behalf of the adversaries.  

A view on the steadily enhancing military defense

capabilities in Asia complements the observations of

latest expansionist moves of the competing great

powers.  As Beijing is reportedly negotiating a military

base in Afghanistan, India has just secured strategically

significant military access to an Oman port, whereas



Pakistan is sending troops for a military aid mission to

Saudi Arabia.

While Nepal has a new, communist prime minister, Sri

Lanka witnesses the coming back of its old China-

leaning president after his sweeping success in the

recent local elections. Actually, all medium and smaller

South Asian states - Nepal, Bangladesh, Maldives, and

Sri Lanka – experience constitutional changes of

considerable weight at current. In one way or the other

they are all significantly linked to the greater

geopolitical development.

In a highly dynamic region with increasingly contested

geopolitical spaces constitutional politics are often

inescapably linked to consequential choices of

geopolitical impact, a trend which will, without any

doubt, continue to affect Southeast Asia as well.

In Southeast Asia, the governments in Cambodia,

Malaysia and Indonesia are preparing for upcoming

elections while the Thai government is under mounting

pressure by civil society forces amidst allegations of

unreported assets of the minister of defense and

deputy prime minister.

With that, I wish you an enjoyable reading!

Very best regards,

Henning Glaser

Director, German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG)

P.S. Don't forget to follow CPG’s events and activities

on our website and Facebook page.
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India, Modi, and the 2019 elections

(hg) An interesting blog entry in the Times of India

suggests what Prime Minister Modi means for India,

putting great weight on the coming elections. The

author claims that PM Modi’s 2014 election victory

ended a nearly 25 - year term of endemic political

instability when the once all-powerful Congress was

relieved from power. Not only did the electorate give

an absolute majority to a single opposition party then,

- namely Modi’s right-wing Hindu nationalist BJP -, but

Modi’s pre-eminence is also uncontested within the

BJP. By marginalizing the old establishment and

neutralizing power brokers, he did reshape the rules of

Indian politics and implemented daring policies such

as the demonetization and his major health insurance

scheme. He has, however, powerful adversaries and a

range on critics of his Hindu nationalist agenda. Like Xi

in China, Prime Minister Modi seems, however, to a

certain degree instrumental to the current role India

strives geopolitically to achieve. [Times of India blog]

The present assessment is however not all – rosy:

Disappointing parliamentary by-polls in Rajasthan add

to an underwhelming result in elections in Gujarat,

Modi’s home state accompanied by an economy that

still struggles with the effects of demonetization.

[Business Standard]

If this and other less positive developments are

enough to challenge the Prime Minister might,

however, be doubted at present.

 

India: The ‘value’ of a rape

(hg) Last month Supreme Court has ordered all federal

states territories to file an affidavit indicating the

amount received by them under a federal fund to
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compensate the survivors (!) of sexual assault and the

amounts allocated to them.

Now, the Supreme Court reacted to the 24 non -

responding states: “If you have not filed affidavit, it is a

very clear indication of what you feel for safety of

women in your state. You take your time and tell the

women in your state that you do not care for them.”

The government of Madhya Pradesh it questioned

hether it was doing a “charity” by giving Rs 6,500 to sex

assault survivors, around 80 Euros: “According to you

and your affidavit, on an average, you are paying Rs

6,000 to a rape victim. Are you doing a charity? How

can you do so. [...] You value a rape at Rs

6,500?” [Times of India]

 

Pakistan: Increasing protection against

false blasphemy charges?

(hg) Pakistan has experienced a serious of awful lynch

killings based on alleged blasphemy of the victims.

Recent cases include a student being lynched by fellow

students, five logos having been kidnapped and

tortured to be released a week later, a question Having

burned life with their legs broken prior so that they

couldn’t escape the lynch mob. 

Responding to these atrocities the controversial IHC

judge Shaukat Aziz Siddiqui to order an amendment in

the law that would discourage the misuse of the

blasphemy law, a daring step already in the country in

which any discussion on the blasphemy law itself what

amounts to at least political suicide. [Pakistan Today]

Now, the Interior Ministry submitted the draft

amendment to the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act

(Peca) 2016 to the Islamabad High Court (IHC) which

seek to equate punishments for a false accusation of

blasphemy to the punishment for actually committing

blasphemy. Is blasphemy threatened with the death

penalty as maximum punishment, the maximum

punishment for false accusations of blasphemy is six

months imprisonment at current. [Dawn]

It remains yet to be seen, how the lawmakers will

respond.

 

Pakistan: Amendments increase freedom

of transgender
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(hg) With the constant of the Council of Islamic

Ideology (CII) the Senate Functional Committee on

Human Rights passed a string of proposed

amendments to ‘The Transgender Persons (Protection

of Rights) Bill, 2017 which particularly allow

transgender people to be recognized in their gender

choice without requiring consent from a medical

board. [Pink News]

 

Pakistan: Amendments to anti-terror law

(hg) Inability to avert international sanctions, Pakistan

has amended its anti-terror law to include a number of

militant outfits and related charity organizations in line

with the upcoming Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

meeting in Paris to comply FATF requirements and the

UNSC sanctions list. The FATF maintains grey and black

lists for identifying countries with weak measures to

combat money laundering and terror financing. While

FATF has no powers as a watchdog body to impose

sanctions, its listing can affect international

transactions from the country concerned as those

would then become subject to greater

scrutiny. [Money Control]

 

Pakistan: The arrogance of power versus

the rule of law

(hg) Court ousted former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif

remains the president of the ruling Pakistan Muslim

League (Nawaz) despite his disqualification in the

Panama Papers case. Regarding the possibility of

another judicial intervention he remarked: “In fact, I

feel the Lordships are still well within their rights to

declare the continued position as party chief as null

and void because, according to a pretty reasonable

interpretation of the rule of law, the said legislation

can be deemed contemptuous of court,” while

reportedly eating some fresh grapes. “I think we should

take such things very seriously,” he is quoted to have

said and continued. “I mean, sure, it can be done

technically, but what about the optics of the situation?

What message are we sending to the outside

world?” [Pakistan Today]

 

Nepal’s New Prime Minister
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(hg) Nepal's president appointed veteran communist

leader Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli as new prime

minister after his communist alliance won a landslide

victory in the country's first general election under a

federal constitution. The alliance jointly commands 174

seats, almost a two-thirds majority in the 275-member

lower house. The 65 - year old Oli has already been PM

between October 2015 and August 2016 when India

imposed a five-month-long trade blockade on its

landlocked neighbor to support the demands of one of

the country’s groups, the Madhesis, who have close

cultural, linguistic and filial ties with Indians across the

border. That only catalyzed Oli’s turn to China and

increased Oli’s political standing. [Nikkei Asian Review]

Nepal will now be inclined to foster relations to both

sides as much as possible while the trend clearly

seems to favor China.

 

Bangladesh: Which direction will the

political crisis take?

(hg) Last week former three-time prime minister and

party leader of the biggest opposition party Khaleda

Zia has been sentenced to five years for

embezzlement, her exiled son to ten, while dozens of

corruption cases against her are still pending. The

convictions are the latest blow against the former

governing party BNP favoring the presently governing

AL, lead by Khaleda Zia’s archenemy, incumbent Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina. See for a background om

Bangladeshi politics [AiR 2/2/2018].

When Zia and her BNP ruled the country from 2001 to

2006 the heavily cracked down on the AL opposition.

Zia’s now sentenced son and a former BNP home

minister are currently also on trial for politically

motivated murder during this time. After a military

coup initiated interim government, the AL took over

under Hasina building up its increasingly repressive

power bastion especially since the BNP boycotted the

last 2014 elections.

Now, the BNP petitions the High Court to challenge

Zia’s conviction and to seek bail for her release in the

meanwhile. According to the laws, anyone convicted

for at least two years is barred from participating in

electoral campaigns for the next five years. Therefore,

even if Zia is granted bail she is still disqualified from

the polls, even if some seem to indicate the

contrary. [Berna News] [Free Press Journal]

Regarding the ongoing power struggle and despite the

push ion favor of the governing AL, the effect of Zia’s
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imprisonment are uncertain. Only one day after found

guilty, she appointed her exiled and likewise convicted

son to be acting party chief, signaling her will to lead

the party from prison through the elections. Two party

factions representing divergent options of how to react

in the given situation have to be observed now, one

advocating the resort to street violence, one aiming at

contesting the elections with the latter to be seemingly

strong at present.

An election victory of the AL would probably

consolidate the Indian – Bangladeshi relations after

Prime Minister Hasina and her Indian counterparts

have resolved serious boundary problems between the

countries.

 

Bangladesh: A press full of fear

(hg) Steven Butler gives a detailed account on the

terrorizing tendencies journalists are currently

exposed if they report critically of the government.

After the highly repressive legal basis of the tight

information laws has been subject of AiR, the blog

entry describes a reign of fear among those not loyal

to the powers-that-be.

Militant attacks have allegedly decimated a once-

thriving blogger community while critical journalist

have to fear both Islamic extremists and security

officials as well after the country’s political division has

also affected the journalist community, splitting the

journalist union into two organizations hostile to each

other. The entry reports of journalists increasingly

under siege and the fear of revenge with an exemplary

case of a journalist who “was taken away, hooded,

handcuffed and beaten for days, thrown in a ditch,

retrieved, beaten some more, and, when he asked for

water, was forced to drink urine”. [CPJ]

 

Sri Lanka: Local elections as a game

changer?

(hg) Last week, local elections were held in Sri Lanka.

With high voter turnout of over 75% the elections were

the most peaceful in the country´s often violent

political history featuring as a novelty also the

requirement of parties to field at least 25 percent

female candidates.

The results were unexpected and immediately

unfolded an impact normally not expected from the
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outcomes of local elections. With the country’s first

post - civil war government having disappointed the

electorate, the election victory of former President

Mahinda Rajapaksa is seen by many as a referendum

on the government´s fate and definitely indicates the

route to the 2020 elections. Rajapaksa made his

comeback under a new political banner, those of the

SLPP, after leaving his former party, the Sri Lankan

Freedom Party (SLFP). [New York Times] [Open

Democracy]

Rajapaksa is an experienced as charismatic as disputed

ex-president, for many Sinhalese he is the man who

ended the civil war, for many others the one

responsible for the unnecessary death of thousands,

accused of war crimes and blatant corruption.

Moreover, he is favorable of his country´s partnership

with China.

Rajapaksa lost the presidency in 2015 when incumbent

President Maithripala Sirisena, who now represents

the SLFP, won 51% of the votes with support of the

minority Tamil and Muslim communities. For decades,

Sirisena and Mr. Rajapaksa were both SLFP core cadres

with Sirisena serving as the party’s general secretary

for 13 years. In 2015, he left the party to run against

his own incumbent leader Rajapaksa, presenting

himself as a unifier above party politics, who, however,

soon after becoming president took over the party

leadership of the SLFP while Rajapaska’s wing of the

party formed the SLPP. Sirisena on the other hand

joined forces with incumbent Prime Minister Ranil

Wickremesinghe and his rightist United National Party

(UNP) and together they politically dominated Sri

Lanka albeit with increasing tensions coming up

between them and especially the Prime Minister

coming under mounting pressure on serious conflict of

interest charges. First poll results suggest that out of

341 local councils Rajapaksa’s SLPP won 225, the Prime

Minister´s UNP 41, and President Sirisena’s SLFP, along

with smaller allies, got 14. [New York Times] [Open

Democracy] [News First]

While the UNP already announced decisive changes

[Daily Mirror], Rajapaksa is presenting himself as a

strong, popular leader in a polity whose toxic mix of

high-level corruption and bad governance appears

almost a constant. [Sunday Times]

In 2020, when the next presidential election will be

held, Rajapaksa will however not be able to contest the

presidency due to tenure regulations. Though of his

brothers working closely with him might become a

candidate. [Open Democracy]

http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-c/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-q/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-q/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-a/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-f/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-f/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-z/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-v/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-e/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-s/


For the time being the governing coalition parties of

Pres. Sirisena and Prime Minister Wickremesinghe,

whose government leans towards India and Western

powers, reached an agreement to continue the

coalition for the next two years and to set up a

committee to consider policy changes, in particular

regarding a crackdown on corruption.

Uncertainty emerged however, when reports came up,

that Sirisena consider to remove Wickremesinghe as

prime minister to rule on without his UNP. [Nikkei

Asian Review]

Meanwhile the Sri Lankan rupee hit a historical record

low. [Reuters]

 

The Maldives` unraveling constitutional

crisis

(hg) With elections supposed to be held later this year,

the full-blown, steadily unfolding constitutional crisis

on the Maldives has reached a critical stage for the

country´s political future while the further course of

events might also have significant consequences for

regional stability (see below ‘Maldives: Unrest to

escalate into international crisis?’)

To recap: Authoritarian leader Maumoon Abdul

Gayoom ruled the islands from 1978 up until the first

free elections in 2008 won by Mohammed Nasheed, a

British-educated human rights activist who had spent

years in Gayoom's prisons. When Nasheed got under

pressure over accusations of Un - Islamic activities

escalating around a judicial scandal leading to his

resignation. In 2015, under incumbent President

Abdullah Yameen, Nasheed was sentenced to 13 years

for treason. He spent three years in jail before he was

allowed to travel abroad for medical treatment

allowing him to receive political asylum in the UK. With

Yameen, China´s influence on the islands steadily

raised, India´s decreased, all this topped by a recent

free trade agreement with China “controversially

rammed through Parliament in less than an hour, even

though the document runs into hundreds of pages”

[Staits Times]

Against this background, an increasingly repressive

regime and recent accusations by the opposition that

President Yameen would sell out the country to China,

the current crisis began to unfold Feb. 1, when the

Supreme Court sacked the conviction of Nasheed and

ordered the reinstatement of 12 lawmakers who had

been stripped of their seats.
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When the once pliant judiciary and senior police brass

switched sides, the President responded heavy -

handedly. He fired two police chiefs on successive days

last week, arrested two Supreme Court judges,

including the Chief – Justice, two lawmakers, the chief

judicial administrator as well as former President

Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, his son and son-in-law, after

declaring a 15-day state of emergency on Feb. 5.

[Nikkei Asian Review] [Avas]

It is not without irony, however, that former President

Nasheed himself also had went after a judge who had

ordered the release of one of his critics. The judge's

arrest catalyzed the massive opposition leading then to

his downfall. [Straits Times]

Police meanwhile claims that one of the arrested

judges had been bribed with a more than USD 2

million amount with former President Gayoom, who is

the incumbent President´s half-brother, allegedly

having to overthrow the government with support

from insurrect parts of the police forces. [Avas]

 

Law and Politics in South

East Asia 

 

 

Cambodia: Parliament adopts lèse-

majesté law

(ls) Cambodia’s parliament on Wednesday

unanimously adopted a law that forbids insulting the

monarchy. Those found guilty would face between one

and five years in prison and a fine of between $500

and $2,500. Rights groups said they feared the new law

could be used to target critics of the government.

Prosecutions under a similar Thai law have risen since
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the 2014 coup and critics of the junta say it has been

used as a means to silence dissent. [Reuters]

 

Indonesia: Widodo boosts ties with

military

(ls) As AiR reported earlier this month, Indonesian

President Joko Widodo has moved to shore up links

with Indonesia’s armed forces by appointing former

high-ranking military officials as his chief of staff and

advisers. As another sign of closer ties between him

and the military, the newly appointed armed forces

commander, Air Chief Marshal Hadi Tjahjanto, insisted

that the military’s neutrality in upcoming elections is

non-negotiable. For Widodo, the appointment of

Tjahjanto may provide a bulwark against Islamic

groups that last year lead a successful campaign

against Jakarta’s then governor ‘Ahok’, who remains

imprisoned on charges of blasphemy. Indonesia is set

to hold simultaneous elections in 171 regions including

17 provinces in June, followed by a long presidential

campaign that starts in September and could take

almost a year to conclude. [Bloomberg]

 

Malaysia: Uighurs, human rights and

geopolitics

(hg) China has asked Malaysia to deport 11 ethnic

Uygur Muslims who escaped with some others a Thai

immigration detention center and fled to Malaysia. In

November last year, a group of 25 Uygurs escaped

their detention in southern Thailand only to be

eventually re-detained in Malaysia.

The Uighurs are from the Chinese province in Xinjiang

which has emerged into a highly repressive area in

which even moderates are targeted in Beijing´s

attempt to secure control.

Malaysia is now considering China’s request to

extradite the Uighurs while the United States

expressed concerns and Human Rights Watch (HRW)

urged Malaysia not to deport them as they “face

credible threats of imprisonment and torture”. Beijing

on the other side, accuses separatist extremists among

the Uygur minority of plotting attacks on China’s Han

majority in the restive far western region of Xinjiang. In

2017, Malaysia has deported 29 Uygurs suspected to

be involved with Islamic militants after Thailand had

deported more than 100 back to China two years ago.

[South China Morning Post]
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Myanmar: Boris Johnson skeptical of Suu

Kyi’s handling of the Rohingya crisis

(ls) U.K. foreign minister Boris Johnson met with

Myanmar’s de facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi in

Naypyidaw and pressed her for an independent

investigation into violence in Rakhine where atrocities

against Muslim Rohingya have resulted in a mass

exodus to Bangladesh. The meeting followed Johnson's

visit to a refugee camp in Bangladesh's Cox's Bazar

district, where nearly 700,000 Rohingya have sought

refuge. [Straits Times] After the meeting, Johnson said

he doubted whether Suu Kyi "understands the full

horror" of the Rohingya refugee crisis. "I don't think

she's been up in a helicopter to see what we have

seen," Johnson said, also urging that United Nations

agencies should be allowed to assist in managing an

orderly return of Rohingya back to Myanmar. [BBC]

Meanwhile, Reuters has published an investigation into

the massacre of ten Rohingya men by Myanmar

soldiers and villagers, saying that this work led the

Myanmar authorities to arrest two of its reporters who

now face charges under the country’s Official Secrets

Act. At least two of the Rohingya villagers were hacked

to death by Buddhist villagers, and the rest were shot

by Myanmar troops, Reuters reported. [Reuters]

 

Philippines: International Criminal Court

launches investigation into Duterte’s drug

war

(ls) The International Criminal Court (ICC) has launched

an initial inquiry into allegations of crimes against

humanity committed by Rodrigo Duterte, the

Philippine president, in his war on drugs. ICC

prosecutor Fatou Bensouda said in a statement that

her office would “analyse crimes allegedly committed

… since at least 1 July 2016 in the context of the ‘war on

drugs’ campaign”. The inquiry will be the ICC’s first

preliminary examination in a Southeast Asian nation.

[The Guardian]

The majority of ASEAN countries have so far been

reluctant to join the Rome Statute of the ICC.

Cambodia was the first among them to ratify the Rome

Statute in 2002. The Philippines became the second

ASEAN country to join when it ratified the Statute on 30

August 2011. Thailand signed the Statute on 2 October

2000 but has yet to ratify it. Compared with other
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world regions, the relationship between Southeast Asia

and the ICC can be described as one of particular

hesitation. CPG’s Lasse Schuldt has examined this state

of affairs against the background of ASEAN’s policy of

Non-Interference, “Asian values”, the referral

mechanisms and the principle of complementarity.

[German Law Journal]

President Duterte’s spokesperson Harry Roque said

that the ICC investigation would undermine the

sovereignty of the Philippines “because the domestic

courts are functioning and willing to entertain this

matter … and the alleged deaths, if true, were because

of a legitimate police exercise.” Before Roque became

the President’s spokesperson, he was a private lawyer

who earned a reputation for being a fighter for the

poor and underprivileged, for human rights, press

freedom and international humanitarian law. In an in-

depth report, Rappler portraits Roque who claims that,

as spokesperson, he has “no personal opinions”.

[Rappler]

Meanwhile, neighboring Indonesia awarded Philippine

National Police Director-General, Ronald dela Rosa, its

highest honor, the Medal of Honor. Indonesia’s

National Police Chief, Gen. Tito Karnavian, praised dela

Rosa for his “rock star-like inspiration to the

Indonesian national police and the Indonesian people

on how to fight the war on drugs.” [Human Rights

Watch]

 

Thailand: Prime Minister Prayut invokes

government unity – U.K. trusts reform

efforts

(ls) After a series of public protests against Thailand’s

military government and the continued postponement

of elections, Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha on

Tuesday vowed to get tough on political agitators,

saying all people must be subject to the law. He said

the media should tell the protesters that they are

breaking the law and causing trouble for motorists. "I

do not know what they want," he said. "They're trying

to take the country backwards ... and the government

cannot condone it." [Bangkok Post 1]

At the same time, Prayut insisted that there were no

cracks in the government. Earlier this week, Education

Minister Teerakiat Jareonsettasin, while abroad in

London, criticized Deputy Prime Minister Prawit

Wongsuwon over the scandal involving luxury watches,

saying that he would have stepped down in such

situation, indicating the regime may be experiencing
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internal divisions. After his return, however, Teerakiat

immediately apologized for his remarks. [Bangkok Post

2]

Meanwhile, U.K. foreign minister Boris Johnson, on an

official visit to Bangkok, expressed confidence in

Thailand’s reform process and return to democracy

after he met with Prime Minister Prayut. The minister's

visit was the first from the U.K. since the EU's Foreign

Affairs Council's decision to resume political contacts

at all levels late last year. [Bangkok Post 3]

 

Law and Politics in

East Asia 

 

 

Update on high-profile corruption cases in

East Asia

(dql) Formal charges were filed on Tuesday Sun

Zhengcai accusing him of bribery during a 15 years

period in which he had been agriculture minister and

held various posts in Chongqing, Beijing, and Jilin

province. Sun, formerly tipped as a candidate for a top

leadership position ahead of the Party Congress last

October, was abruptly removed as Party chief of the

southwestern metropolis of Chongqing, one of China’s

most important cities, in July, and replaced by Chen

Miner, a close ally of President Xi Jinping. [South China

Morning Post]

Meanwhile, the Central Commission for Discipline

Inspection (CCDI), China’s top anti-corruption

watchdog, has announced its decision to expel Lu Wei,

former head of the Cyberspace Administration of

China until 2016 and ruler of the country’s internet,

from the Communist Party and dismiss him from
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public office. The CCDI viewed as proven that Lu, who

was named by Forbes among the 100 most influential

persons in the world, has “seriously violated of political

discipline and political rule”, including – among others

– power abuse for personal gain, deceiving the

leadership and disloyalty. [The Diplomat] [CCDI, in

Chinese]

In South Korea, Seoul Central District Court found

President Park Geun-hye’s former confidante Choi

Soon-sil guilty of bribery, coercion and abuse of power

and sentenced her 20 years in jail. Analysts expect that

the court’s ruling will affect Park’s own trial whose

verdict is scheduled for March. Park has been standing

trial over abuse of power, bribery, coercion, and

leaking government secrets since October. [Korea

Herald]

In another development, the prosecution arrested on

Tuesday Lee Byung-mo, an asset manager of former

President Lee Myung-bak. He is suspected of disposing

account books believed to contain details on financial

accounts of the former President, possibly linked to a

slush fund of a company whose owner is the brother

of the former President. Ex-President Lee is under

pressure due his alleged involvement in number of

corruption cases currently investigated by the

prosecution. [Yonhap].

 

China: Lunar New Year break education

ban a sign of curbs against Hui Muslims?

(dql) Education officials from the local government in

Guanghe county in the northwestern province of

Gansu, a heavily-Muslim area, banned children from

attending religious education during the Lunar New

Year break which lasts for several weeks around the

week-long public holiday period that started on

Thursday. It is unclear if the ban, similar to those used

by the authorities in the Uighur communities, will

continue after the holiday, but it appears to conform to

new national regulations that took effect on Feb. 1

aiming to increase oversight over religion. Observing

recent developments in Xinjiang and Tibet, Muslims of

this area fear further interference in religious

education and affairs of their community. [Reuters]

 

South Korea: Political party merger

concluded
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(dql) The People's Party and the Bareun Party, two

minor opposition parties, officially merged into the

new Bareun Future Party. Holding 31 seats in the 294-

member National Assembly, the new party becomes

the third largest parliamentary group after the ruling

Democratic Party of Korea (121 seats) and the main

opposition Liberty Korea Party (116 seats).

Given the persisting dominance of regionalism in

South Korea’s party and election system in which

political parties owe loyalty not to ideology or political

programs but to individuals and regional issues, the

merger was concluded amid skepticism about its

sustainability in the wake of parties’ opposite support

bases and the fact. Whereas the center-left People’s

Party’s support is predominantly located in the

southwestern province of Jeolla, the conservative

Bareun Party’s electorate is based in the rival province

of Gyeongsang. [Korea Herald]

Another reason for analysts to predict a thorny path

ahead for the new party are differences in the two

parties’ policies towards North Korea which came to

the fore only a day after the merger. While the People’s

Party co-leader of the new party support the

government’s push for direct talks between Seoul and

Pyongyang, his Bareun Party counterpart criticized

President Moon’s handling of the inter-Korean

relations and demanded a stronger leaning towards

the USA. [Yonhap]

In the light of these differences between the two

parties, 15 lawmakers from the Bareun Party last week

defected the party to found the new Party for

Democracy and Peace. AiR reported on this. [Air

2/2/2018]

 

Japan: Reform of pension age on the way

(dql) In an attempt to tackle labor shortages, soaring

welfare spending and a shriveling tax base stemming

from its greying population, the Japanese government

decided on Friday to raise the retirement age for

national public servants from the current 60 to 65 in

stages. The government expressed that it will push for

legal changes after April 2020. The change would apply

to approximately 3.4 million civil servants. [The Japan

News]
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International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia

 

 

Asia: Enhancing military defense

capabilities

(hg) Heightened geopolitical threats for peace in Asia

have been identified as offering significantly growing

opportunities by Lockheed Martin according to its

executive vice president. [CNBC]

The Pentagon has just released the National Defense

Strategy and a Nuclear Posture Review, the Defense

Department is preparing now to issue another key

document, another Ballistic Missile Defense Review,

the first one after 2010. According to an unnamed

defense official the document “will take a much harder

look at Iran, North Korea and China”, adding: “Each of

those countries has made huge strides both in range

and lethality since [the 2010] assessment, and the

Pentagon’s thinking about the threat, and planning for

it, […]”. [Asia Times 1]

While defense spending has actually slowed down in

2017 for Asia as a whole, IHS Jane’s

expects the region to be "the driving force behind long

term growth in global defense spending" in its recent

assessment. [CNBC]

Global defense spending in 2018 is expected to reach

the highest levels recorded since the end of the Cold

War according to the annual Jane's Defence

Budgets Report. [The National Interest]
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Japan has just approved the countries ever largest

annual defense budget in December last year and

China and India will also spend significantly [CNBC]

while Russian defense spending continued to decrease

in 2017, and is now 10 percent lower than in 2015. [The

National Interest]

All in all, requests for advanced military systems are

clearly on the rise across the entire greater region

covered by AiR, made up by South, Southeast and East

Asia. [Asia Times 2]

Between 2007 and 2016, according to SIPRI defense

data, China had the biggest increase in military

spending of 118%, followed by Russia with 87%, and

India with 54%. Germany, ranking sixth had an

increase of 6.8% followed by France with an increase of

2.2%. In 2015, the US spent about 36% of the total

global military spending that year. In 2016, the USA

spent 611 billion USD followed by China with 215

followed by Russia with 69.2, Saudi Arabia with 63.7,

India with 55.9, France with 55.7, the UK with 48.3,

Japan with 46.1, Germany with 41.1, South Korea is

36.8, Italy with 27.9 and Australia with 24.6 billion USD.

[Times of India]

Notably, India´s defense budget broke into the world’s

top five now, replacing the UK for the first time and

signaling a shift in the military balance between the

two countries with India allocating more capabilities to

develop its regional ambitions than the UK with the

remnants of its global ambitions. [India Post] India´s

rival China, however, affords the world’s second-largest

defense budget after the US and remains far ahead

with three times India’s defense budget. China’s real

defense spending increased by nearly 25 per cent in

2016-17, whereas India’s rose by just 2.4 per cent.

Since 2000, China has built more submarines,

destroyers, frigates and corvettes than Japan, South

Korea and India combined. Saudi Arabia, with a

defense spending of USD 76.7 billion, came in third to

complete the world’s top five behind the US, China,

Saudi Arabia, Russia and India last year. [India Post]

In 2016, European Union countries transferred US$2.1

billion worth of weapons to Indo-Pacific nations, nearly

the same as the United States ($2.3 billion). Russia was

the macro-region’s largest supplier with $3.4 billion

worth of arms, while China ranked fourth with $1.2

billion, according to the Stockholm International Peace

Research Institute. [Asia Times]

Meanwhile US Pacific Command Commander Admiral

Harry B Harris announced for the U.S. – Indian

relations that “[d]efence sales are at an all-time high”.

[The New Indian Express]
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Singapore’s defense minister just reaffirmed this

assessment in his recent Total Defense Day message

commemorating the fall of Singapore in 1942 that

independence would depend on strong military

defense capabilities. [Channel News Asia]

In Bangladesh, military modernization is a long-term

objective. Regarding the Air Force  Raihan Al-Beruni

points to the need to develop an area denial strategy

that he argues is lacking and urges the fast

development of a reflected strategy assuming that the

Chinese-made J-31 and the Russian Su-57 will

dominate the Asian market in the near future. [Dhaka

Tribune]

 

India´s defense spending on small arms

(hg) The Indian Ministry of Defence has launched a

number of defense programs of considerable scale.

The $2.48 billion procurement programs aim at the

purchase of small arms covering light machine guns,

assault rifles, sniper rifles and advanced torpedo decoy

systems for warships. All new programs will be

awarded separately to overseas and domestic defense

companies in the next three to five years. [Defense

News]

 

India´s missile programs

(hg) For the second time in just a week, India’s Strategic

Forces Command has test launched a short-range

nuclear capable ballistic missile as part of its annual

training cycle to test the combat readiness of the

Indian Army’s missile forces as reported by Franz-

Stefan Gady. The successfully tested Prithvi-II tactical

surface-to-surface short-range ballistic missile was also

test fired in November 2016 and June 2017. The recent

missile test follows the test firing of an Agni-I short-

range nuclear capable ballistic missile on February 6

which was last successfully test fired in November

2017.

Both the Agni-I and Prithvi-II are part of the missile

arsenal India maintains to uphold its nuclear

warfighting doctrine of credible minimum deterrence.

India is estimated to possess 120-130 nuclear

warheads. In January, India also tested its most

advanced nuclear-capable intercontinental ballistic

missile (ICBM), the Agni-V with an approximate range

of 5,500-5,800 kilometers and the capability to carry a

1,500-kilogram nuclear warhead. While shorter range
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nuclear capable missiles are designed to deter

Pakistan, the Agni-V missile is being developed to field

a credible nuclear deterrent against China. [The

Diplomat]

At the same time, India is seeking to advance its

ballistic missile defense shield capabilities.

The Indian Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) program is

structured as a two-tiered system with the Prithvi Air

Defense for high altitude interception and an

Advanced Air Defense (AAD) together able to intercept

incoming missiles in not only endo-atmosphere i.e.

within the earth’s atmosphere, but also in the exo-

atmosphere. India had developed its missile defense

shield with supply from Russia, Israel and the US.

Recently India plans to buy 131 surface-to-air BARAK

missiles from Israel at the cost of US$70 million (S$93

million) to be used aboard India’s first locally built

aircraft carrier, the INS Vikrant, which is under

construction. [AiR 2/2/2018] Previously in April 2017

India and Israel signed a deal worth around US$2

billion which includes medium-range surface-to-air

missiles. The execution of an inter-governmental

agreement with Russia for the purchase of the S-400s

from October 2016 with an estimated worth of US$ 4.5

billion faces difficulties despite the fact that the S-400

is one of the most advanced Missile Air Defense

System in the world [Air 1/2/2018]. India has also been

briefed about the Patriot III under the long-term

strategic partnership with US. [Modern Diplomacy]

 

China’s military rise

(hg) ‘The Military Balance’, an annual assessment of

global military capabilities and defense economics

which has just been released by the UK-based

International Institute for Strategic Studies, concludes

for some observers surprisingly that in U.S. - Sino

competition Beijing’s reach is global, while America’s

remains parochial. According to the state-of-the-art

assessment, China´s progress in fielding near-peer

competition in avionic and naval capabilities has

outpaced growth in every Western nation-state, from

ultra-long-range conventional missiles to fifth-

generation fighter jets. While China still needs to

develop and implement suitable tactics to operate its

advanced weapon systems and to synchronizes them

with its existing doctrinal arsenal, the stark conclusion

is that it will be able to deter US dominance in the

Western Pacific. Reportedly China also seeks to deploy

an ambitious arms-export strategy securing regional

allies throughout the globe with advanced

technologies.
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Meanwhile, the Chinese efforts to modernize its army

pale in comparison with its achievements in avionics

and naval procurements while China still spends more

on domestic repression of its interior than all of its

defense spending combined highlighting the internal

vulnerability of the reigning Han which offers strategic

potential to Washington argues William Holland for the

[Asia Times].

A list of noticeable military innovations that experts

view as challenge to US military dominance is provided

in this article [NBC News].

 

More marines to Asia and British freedom

of navigation claims

(hg) Reportedly the U.S. is considering prospective

rebalance of forces from the Middle East to the Asia-

Pacific region and in particular to deploy another

Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) to the region. One

MEU comprises around 2200 men. More ambitious

would a decision to regularly deploy an Amphibious

Ready Group (ARG), comprising a Navy element in

addition to an MEU. In fact, the last month, USS Wasp,

the F-35B-equipped lead ship of the Wasp-class

amphibious assault ships, was deployed to Japan

where it will support the 31st MEU, currently the only

forward-deployed MEU as of early-2018 in the Asia-

Pacific. [The Diplomat 1]

Meanwhile, a warship of the British Royal Navy, the

frigate HMS Sutherland, will transit the South China

Sea. In the words of British Defense Secretary Gavin

Williamson, the operation is to make “it clear our navy

has a right to do that,” to demonstrate the freedom of

navigation. [The Diplomat 2]

 

Indian navy gains access to Oman port

(hg) India and China are advancing with remarkable

space to establish bases and strategic points across

the Indian Ocean.

Now, PM Modi concluded a pact with Oman bestowing

the Indian Navy with access to Duqm port and its

facilities. The port which, is merely at a 40-minute flight

distance from Mumbai, will serve as India’s entry point

for wider West Asia and Eastern Africa after the

Chinese navy has increased its activities in the western
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part of the Indian Ocean Region and set up a military

base in Djibouti.

Among eight agreements that were signed in Muscat

was a MoU between the defense ministries of the two

countries on the use of the port facilities for Indian

military vessels in terms of services and the use of the

dry-dock for maintenance. Another MoU was signed

between India’s Institute for Defence Studies and

Analyses and Oman’s National Defense College. The

two sides also emphasized upon the need to isolate

the sponsors and supporters of terrorism and agreed

that the international community should take urgent

action against all such entities, which support

terrorism and use it as an instrument of policy. Oman

is strategically situated mid-way between India’s

western coast and Africa’s eastern coast, has been an

old maritime power and diplomatic master in

balancing different strategic interest. Currently it is

developing Duqm port along with a special economic

zone as a regional economic hub. Duqm port,

overlooking the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean,

might be a transformative factor for the maritime

landscape in West Asia, being said to have the

potential to develop into one of the region’s largest

ports, prospectively with the help of India’s Adani

Group.

Noteworthy, the deal between Delhi and Muscat

seems to include also an arrangement to develop

strategic oil storage facilities at Duqm which could turn

out of even greater significance than the defense

elements of the deal. If the Strait of Hormuz would be

closed, these reserves could be available to Indian

tankers. 

Oman and India have long cultivated special security

relationships with the Indian Air Force’s anti-piracy

efforts having been already supported by Oman while

both countries´ air forces have also held joint

exercises. Reportedly, India also operates a signals

intelligence facility near Rad al Hadd, in north-east

Oman. [Lowy Institute] [Economic Times]

 

Indian – Mozambican security cooperation

enhanced

(hg) Another progress for India´s regional expansion as

a bilateral review of the state of defence cooperation

between India and Mozambique and agreement to

accelerate already discussed initiatives particularly

with special emphasis on maritime security.
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Indian Minister of State for External Affairs, Gen (ret.)

Vijay Kumar Singh, on his visits of Mozambique,

assured also an increase in training efforts for the

Mozambican defense forces, Indian assistance for

upgrading equipment and infrastructure with regards

of military medical facilities, English-speaking

capabilities of the Mozambican military and support

for hydrographic surveying of Mozambican waters. The

Indian general called on President Filipe Nyusi, and

had meetings with the Ministers of Defense, Foreign

Affairs and Cooperation, Energy and Mineral

Resources, and Industry and Trade. [ANI]

 

Indian – U.S. military ties

(hg) U.S. Pacific Command Commander Admiral Harry

B Harris highlighted the growing importance of U.S. –

Indian strategic partnership before the House Armed

Services Committee during a Congressional hearing on

the Indo-Pacific region. The relations would even

continue to advance at a historic pace with the

potential to be the most consequential bilateral

relationship of the U.S. of the 21st century. Over the

past year, US and Indian militaries participated

together in three major exercises, executed more than

50 other military exchanges, and operationalized the

2016 Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement.

[New Indian Express]

 

Bangladesh and America's policies

towards Indian Ocean security

(hg) Bangladesh seems to be increasingly valued in

terms of U.S. security concerns in the Indo - Pacific

region given its strategic location and Chinese

transactional bids to improve relations despite the

improving relations between in Dhaka and Delhi.

[National Interest] [Prothom Alo]

 

How successful is India´s foreign and

security policy?

(hg) Assessing Prime Ministers Modi´s foreign policy

Pratap Bhanu Mehta argues that even as Indian

diplomacy expands, its political options seem to

decrease, that the fostered appearance of a strong

state contrasts with doubts about its military

capabilities, and that its globally increasingly
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recognized statute, does not change that it looks more

helpless in its own backyard.

The list of missed objectives he presents includes the

military modernization program´s failure to enhance

domestic defense production in the private sector, the

lack of spending and forceful strategy in Jammu and

Kashmir concluding that India’s raw hard power

capabilities still rather constrain options. Secondly, the

partnerships and alliances with Western China-

adversaries are questioned regarding their potential to

mitigate India’s core vulnerabilities in direction of

China and Pakistan while he considers the designation

of the term “Indo-Pacific” as having just “some nominal

rhetorical value”. Likewise, the expanding maritime

presence from the Seychelles to Oman is considered

wishful thinking regarding a potential real war: “They

signal our global intent but do not add much to our

capabilities”. Concerning the very Indian backyard from

Doklam to Kashmir, from the Maldives to Nepal, the

actualities of great power projection are seen as a pipe

dream with possibly only relations to Bangladesh

representing an undiminished diplomatic, moral and

coercive authority. [India Express]

Arguably, it has, however, to be differentiated between

inescapable weaknesses which take time and effort to

be metered out and outright leadership and

governance failure. As an assessment of the weak

sides of the coming great power the assessment

seems appropriate as an judgment on the government

it seems too harsh.

 

Pakistan: Further escalation in relation to

India

(jl) On 10 February 2018, heavily armed militants

stormed an army base in Jammu in Indian-

administered Kashmir at the border to Pakistan. Seven

people were killed including six soldiers. According to

Indian intelligence, this attack was controlled by

Pakistani handlers [The Straits Times].

In this light, the latest comment of Pakistani General

Qamar Javed Bajwa appears odd stating “Pakistan has

eliminated all terrorist sanctuaries from its soil,

however, residual signatures of terrorists who take

advantage of presence of 2.7 million Afghan refugees

and absence of effective border security coordination,

are also being traced and targeted through ongoing

operation Radd ul Fasaad” [ISPR].

In reaction to the attack, India threatens Pakistan, it

had to “pay for this misadventure”. At the same time,
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the U.S. and its allies push for putting Pakistan on a

terrorist-financing watchlist [The Dawn].

However, it is argued that it is India standing behind

this motion, since it focuses on Hafiz Saeed, an Islamist

located in Pakistan and being accused by India to have

planed the 2008 Mumbai attack [The Japan Times].

The current development bears the risk of further

escalation between India and Pakistan [The Economic

Times]. With this regards, former J&K Chief Minister

Farooq Abdullah reminds of the situation of the

Kashmiris being fed up with the violence and wit being

mistreated as anti-national and pro-Pakistani: "We

can't stop talking; we have to find a way forward. We

might be able to find a solution" he said [India Today].

 

Pakistan assists Saudi Arabia militarily

(hg) Pakistan will send troops to Saudi Arabia in what

to say to a training and consultancy mission which has

to be seen in the broader context. After Pakistan has

finally not joined the Saudi-led military intervention in

Yemen, Pakistan's retired army chief, General Raheel

Sharif, commands the new Saudi-led Islamic military

alliance to fight terrorism. Back then, when Saudi

Arabia started its operation against Yemen, it had

asked Pakistan to provide ships, aircraft and troops for

the campaign to stem the influence of Shi'ite Iran in

the region but Pakistan's parliament voted to remain

neutral, sharing, after all, a border with Iran and having

a sizeable Shi'ite minority it’s. [Arabian Business]

 

Maldives: Unrest to escalate into

international crisis?

(hg) The unraveling political crisis on the Maldives (see

above) is increasingly overlaid by an interlocked great

power competition between China and India whose

immediate outcomes are unclear.

One day after President Yameen has declared a 15-day

emergency, the opposition called on New Delhi to

militarily intervene, while China insisted that the

international community should “play a constructive

role on the basis of respecting the sovereignty of the

Maldives, instead of further complicating the

situation”. [Nikkei Asian Review]

After President Yameen had declared the state of

emergency, the European Union ambassador with his

http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-kh/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-kk/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-ku/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-ku/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-ul/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-ur/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-uy/


German and UK colleagues arrived in Malé, the capital,

to meet with him but could not meet anybody. [New

York Times 1]

On the other side, the united opposition seems to

count more on external involvement than direct

negotiations in the moment largely rejecting the

government´s invitation for dialogue by setting stiff

pre-conditions including the release of jailed

opposition leaders, saying further: "There's nothing

one can discuss with someone who's very nature is

corruption and embezzlement. Or someone who

actually finds happiness in cruelty.” [Avas]

For India, the Maldives are historically part of its

backyard as much as the South China Sea is for China.

Therefore, there rapid Sino-Maldives rapprochement,

which unfolds since 2011, is seriously threatening what

might be dubbed an Indian ‘Monroe – doctrine’.

In 1988 for instance, New Delhi successfully intervened

to help then President Gayoom – now arrested by pro

Chinese President Yameen - to repel an attempted

coup supported by Sri Lankan mercenaries. When a

renegade Maldivian businessman-smuggler tried to

topple the government mainly supported by hired

Tamil Tigers, Gayoom reached out to US President

George H.W. Bush for help. Bush turned to then Prime

Minister Rajiv Gandhi who swiftly dispatched a para

commando brigade and the Indian Navy who cleared

the situation [Financial Times] [Straits Times] [New

York Times 2] [The Print] For background information

see Sushant Singh’s Operation Cactus: Mission

Impossible in the Maldives (New Delhi, Juggernaut, 2016)

with a good review here [The Wire].

The difference between then and now is, however, that

it is now not the sitting president, but the opposition

calling for help. [Nikkei Asian Review] [New York Times

1]

After all, India´s attempt to help out the Sri Lankan

government to counter the Tamil Tiger insurgency

from 1987 to 1990 turned disastrous both in military

terms and regarding the assignation of Rajiv Gandhi by

a LTTE cadre, which might influence decision making

on side of some in Delhi.

Another factor is the fact that many Muslim in the

Maldives perceive India´s governing right-wing Hindu

BJP as an anti-Muslim party – issues are the

government´s approaches towards Kashmir, the

Rohingya and the Indian Muslims - which could be

used to rally massive Anti-Indian sentiments if India

advances too forcefully. [Business Standard]
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When President Yameen sent his foreign minister

recently to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi the

appeasement came too late with India issuing an

unusually strong statement saying that it was

"imperative" regarding the Maldivian court that its

orders be followed. [Straits Times]

India has shown its regional assertiveness since long

and sometimes significant consequences as Ravi

Veloor points out with some noteworthy examples. In

1985, it imposed an economic blockade on Nepal after

Kathmandu awarded to China a key road-building

project running along Nepal's open border with India,

a decision that triggered a chain of events that

ultimately saw the kingdom's monarchy toppled.

Around the same time, the late Indira Gandhi decided

to train and arm Tamil separatists in Sri Lanka, after

Colombo allowed Voice of America to set up a

transmitter in Jaffna and sold strategically important oil

tank farms to a company said to be linked to the CIA. In

2014 India was again said to have imposed a blockade

on Nepal, this time eventually supporting the cause of

the communists and Nepal´s new Prime Minister Oli.

Three years ago, Indian intelligence is said to have

orchestrated a Cabinet revolt against then President

Mahinda Rajapaksa who now celebrates his comeback

after last week´s local elections. [Straits Times]

On the opposing side, there is Beijing having

successfully invested in the Maldives to became the

Yameen government´s most important partner.

Hundreds of millions of dollars in grants have been

invested, one-fourth of the country´s tourists come

from China while Chinese companies are executing

mega infrastructure projects across the archipelago

which is a Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) partner nation.

A 2015 amendment to the Maldivian constitution

permitting foreign ownership of land paved the way for

entrenching influence that was crowned by the recent

FTA.

The question is how assertive China might be to keep

its influence, how important the small country really is

for unfolding the plan to make China Asia´s leading

power before assuming global leadership as outlined

by President Xi at the 19th National Party Congress in

October last year.

As much as the economic value of the entrenched

investments is insignificant for China as much are the

Maldives strategically important, a true pearl in the

Indian Ocean regarding China´s aim to establish a blue-

water navy that is capable of protecting crucial trade

routes, ensuring energy supplies and securing

overseas Chinese assets. Last year the first PLAN

frigates docked in Male for a "friendly" visit. [Al Jazeera]
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Now, however, hard choices might have to be made in

a scenario in which an Indian military operation seems

currently not probable, whereas the Maldivian

government could nevertheless come under intense

domestic and international pressure. To not support

the Maldivian government and the related strategic

asset ‘Maldives’ then would give a benchmark for

Chinese partners and adversaries alike how

determined China pursues its BRI.

Both, India and China have already set limits to an

escalation of the international involvement.

Meanwhile, all sides will advance along overt and

covert channels to secure their interests with those

supporting the opposition having the advantage. Any

outcome which is not a compromise will send a strong

signal to those considering in many nations whether to

take the Chinese or the other side. Even less than

India, China would be likely prone to send troops. [Al

Jazeera]

The political development in Sri Lanka and Nepal albeit

being rather in favor of China will also increase the

stakes from the perspective of adversary powers which

further complicates the situation.

Other international players worth are Sri Lanka and

Saudi Arabia albeit less than the US and EU putting

pressure on the government. Noteworthy is the visit of

Saudi Prince Salman of the Sunni Muslim nation after

the Yameen government failed to deliver on a deal to

hand an entire island to Saudi interests. [Straits Times]

Until the end of the 15-day emergency there will be

probably no stark official move by any involved power

but bargaining and covert attempts to gain the upper

hand.

If these charges could be undermined by sufficient

evidence and judicial assistance from abroad would

confirm them, the situation could appear

internationally in a different light. The fact that the

Yameen government has in any case developed into an

autocratic and repressive regime, would then be

inclined to remain the problem of the Maldives

electorate, at least for the meanwhile.

In a sophisticated move whose success remains to be

seen, the government decided to seek help from other

countries to investigate the charges of corruption

against the arrested judges.

Allegedly the judges “made at least 12 visits in the past

few months to various countries, including India, Sri

Lanka, Malaysia, the Netherlands and UK”, so the

government, “And they have bought or acquired very
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expensive items (or) properties, […] Hence, we would

need assistance from other countries for the

investigation.” The judges are also accused of having

conspired and attempted to persuade the other three

Supreme Court justices to pass rulings “at midnight,

out of the blue and without any new evidence”, to free

political prisoners and order the retrial of ex-president

Nasheed, as well as to remove the attorney-general,

prosecutor-general, police commissioner and

President Abdulla Yameen. [Reuters]

 

China-US relations: Uncertainties amid

great-power war rhetoric and trade

standoff

(dql) Testifying before the House Armed Services

Committee, Admiral Harry Harris, outgoing

commander of the US Pacific Command in Hawaii and

President Trump’s nominee for the post of

Ambassador to Australia, on Wednesday warned

against China’s “crystal clear” intention to dominate the

South China Sea and to undermine the rules-based

international order in the Asia-Pacific, manifest in

Beijing’s construction of military bases on seven

disputed islands in the South China Sea which are

claimed by other countries. The 4-star Admiral voiced

the need to prepare for a possible war with China

whose military would soon be able to compete with

American power. [The Guardian]

Awaiting Senate’s confirmation, Harris’ nomination

sends strong signals of the US commitment to bolster

US-Australian security ties and to advance the Free and

Open Indo-Pacific Strategy to Beijing. At the same time,

it poses a tricky challenge to Australia to strike a

balance between its security alliance with the US and

economic relations with China. [Sputnik News]

Meanwhile, US-China trade relations continue to heat

up. In a latest development, Beijing announced on

Monday that tariffs of 5%-10.7% would be applied to

imports of styrene from South Korea, Taiwan and the

US effective from February 13. It also announced

further anti-dumping investigations on US imports.

This move follows Washington’s increase of tariffs on

imported washing machines and solar panels which hit

China and South Korea the hardest. Analysts fear an

escalation of punitive trade actions among both

countries. [The Economic Times]
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China-Russia relations: Warming up amid

Beijing’s artic ambitions

(dql) Late January the Chinese government released its

first-ever Arctic Polar White Paper revealing China’s

plans for a ‘Polar Silk Road’ to access to Europe

through the Arctic Ocean. According to Nicolas

Groffman, the strategic common ground for China and

Russia in the context of Beijing’s arctic ambitions is the

Baltic states the absorption of whose by the NATO

caused great resentment in Russia. The political deal

would be that Moscow backs Beijing in its arctic

policies, Beijing in return might be perfectly content to

give the nod to more activism and assertiveness for

Russia in this area, [South China Morning Post] latest

reflected in the deployment of a permanent nuclear-

capable missile system in Kaliningrad two weeks ago,

just on the day of the first anniversary of the arrival of

a Nato battle group in Lithuania. [Financial Times]

 

Japan-Russia relations: Finding a legal

framework for agreed joint activities on

disputed islands 

(dql) Following the official agreement of joint economic

activities on the disputed islands, known as the

Southern Kurils in Russia and the Northern Territories

in Japan, and Abe’s express pledge to solve the

Japanese-Russian territorial dispute [AiR 2/2/2018],

analysts cast doubt whether both sides will succeed to

reach a comprehensive agreement. The core problem

and possible stumbling block will be the question how

to find a solution for its implementation which would

make Russia accommodating Japan’s demand for an

underlying legal framework that doesn’t implicitly

recognize Moscow’s claim to the territory. Ideas

developed on Japanese side permitting Japanese

companies to operate on the islands outside of

Russian law would be viewed as a major concession

from Moscow and a possible Trojan horse. [The

Diplomat]

Against the background of Moscow’s deployment of

2000 Russian for military exercises last week on the

four disputed islands, against which Tokyo lodged a

formal protest, heavy doubts are cast over the

possibility of a territorial agreement in the foreseeable

time as envisioned by Abe. [SF Gate]
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Chinese protest over Modi´s visit of

disputed border area

(hg) China protest over a low-key visit by Indian Prime

Minister Modi to the northeast Indian state of

Arunachal Pradesh where he inaugurated a local

convention center as China also claims the area: “The

Chinese government has never recognized the so-

called Arunachal Pradesh and is firmly opposed to the

Indian leader's visit to the disputed area,” said a

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson announcing

“stern representations with the Indian side.” Arunachal

Pradesh, a strategically important border district, came

briefly under Chinese control during the 1962 war.

[Channel News Asia]

 

Conciliatory mood in inter-Korean

relations: Domestic perceptions and

international reactions  

(dql) During her visit of the Olympic Games Kim Yo-

jong, sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un,

delivered a written note of her brother to South

Korean President Moon Jae-in inviting him to

Pyongyang. The invitation is the temporary climax of

the conciliatory signs in hitherto strained inter-Korean

relations which saw direct talks between North and

South Korean high-level delegations and a joint Korean

team marching in at the Opening of the Olympic

Games under a unified flag. However, South Korean

political parties are split over the interpretation of this

possible summit between Moon and Kim which would

be the third North-South summit after 2000 and 2007.

While the ruling Democratic Party views the summit as

a meaningful first step toward the de-nuclearization of

the Korean Peninsula – a stance support by the minor

leftist Justice Party, the opposition Liberty Korea Party

warned that a “visit by the president to North Korea,

unless it is premised on denuclearization, would be

nothing more than a congratulatory delegation

celebrating (the North's) nuclear development and

would amount to an enemy-benefiting act.” [Korea

Herald]

Meanwhile, a survey on the North-South summit

revealed that while six in ten (61.5%) of the South

Korean population support such a summit South

Korea’s and view it as a step towards peace in Korea,

31.5 % favored pressure and sanctions against over

the summit. [The Korea Times]

http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-bh/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-bk/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-bk/
http://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-ojtkttt-l-bu/


In a latest move, President Moon expressed that the

time has not yet come to decide over the if and how a

summit with Kim Jong-un will be arranged pointing to

the need to await developments in efforts in

establishing a US-North Korean dialogue. [Yonhap]

The possibility of such a dialogue has been announced

by US Vice-President Pence after his return from the

Olympics. In a strategy shift, Pence said that the US is

ready to hold the talks with North Korea while

maintaining maximum pressure on Pyongyang. The

Vice President named strategy “maximum pressure

and engagement at the same time.” [Bloomberg]

Japan, however, remains skeptical towards the latest

developments in inter-Korean relations calling on its

allies and the international community to be wary and

not to fall for Pyongyang’s ‘charm offensive’ and its

strategy behind. Tokyo has repeatedly warned against

Kim Jong-un’s use of the conciliatory mood during the

Olympics to drive a wedge between Washington and

Seoul. [The Japan Times ]. In a latest development,

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and US President Donald

Trump agreed in a phone call on Wednesday to

continue to pressure on North Korea until the

abandoning of its nuclear and missile programs.

Japan’s Foreign Ministry said the Abe and Trump also

agreed dialogue with North Korea would be

meaningless unless Kim Jong-un consents to

“complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearization.”

[Newsweek] Furthermore, Foreign Minister Kono and

the chief of the International Atomic Energy Agency

(IAEA) agreed on Thursday on join efforts to make

North Korea accept IAEA inspections which had been

halted in 2009. [NHK]

 

Indonesian-Russian military deal sealed

(dql) Indonesia and Russia have concluded a billion-

dollar deal according to which Jakarta will purchase 11

Sukhoi Su-35 jets from Moscow. The contract, signed

by both countries' representatives in Jakarta on

Wednesday, is worth a total 1.14 billion USD. [New

Straits Times]

 

The Singapore - Sri Lanka FTA revisited

(hg) The January concluded FTA between Sri Lanka and

Singapore underlines the latter´s search for trade and

investment partners beyond South East and East Asia,

and the recognition of Sri Lanka’s potential as a trading
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hub in the fast-growing Indian Ocean region. This FTA

signed by Sri Lanka since 2005 among only a handful it

has concluded altogether is also the most

comprehensive covering goods, services, investments,

trade facilitation, intellectual property rights and

government procurement. Given that Singapore is one

of the world’s most open economies with 99 per cent

of all imported goods entering duty-free market access

to Singapore was no problem for Sri Lanka even before

the agreement which will now eliminate tariffs on 80

per cent of goods over 15 years, a relatively long

adjustment period. Besides, Singapore, who will be the

2018 ASEAN chair, should support Sri Lanka’s eventual

participation in the Regional Comprehensive Economic

Partnership (RCEP) which promises to be the world’s

largest free trade agreement: the 16 participating

countries represent 31 per cent of global GDP, and

among their numbers are the 10 ASEAN nations, China,

India and Japan. See for a thorough analysis of the

context and consequences of the FTA Ganeshan

Wignaraja and Divya Hundlani. [East Asia Forum]

 

Philippines: Escalating conflict with

Kuwait over treatment of workers

(ls) The Philippines on Monday barred its citizens from

traveling to Kuwait for employment, accusing the gulf

state’s government of turning a blind eye to the abuse

and even killing of domestic workers and other

Filipinos. The development followed reports that the

body of a Filipino domestic worker had been found in a

freezer in an apartment in Kuwait. The Philippine

economy is heavily dependent on remittances, with 10

percent of the country’s population working overseas

and sending money home. [New York Times]

Kuwait's Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah al-

Khalid al-Sabah said he was surprised and that “we

condemn statements from the Philippine president,

especially as we are in contact with the Philippines on a

high level to explain the workers' conditions in Kuwait."

[Arabian Business]

 

South China Sea: Philippines wants to stay

out of great power rivalry as U.K. supports

the U.S.

(ls) The Philippine government on Wednesday rejected

Chinese names given to some undersea features in a

vast offshore region where the Southeast Asian
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country holds undisputed sovereign rights. [South

China Morning Post 1] As AiR reported last week,

President Duterte ordered an end to all foreign

scientific research missions in Benham/Philippine Rise

after officials said the Philippines’ undisputed

sovereign rights in the potentially oil- and gas-rich

water off its northeastern coast came under question.

However, China has insisted that the military assets it

is deploying on disputed islands in the South China Sea

are not aimed at the Philippines and other neighboring

countries. According to statements of the Philippine

ambassador to Beijing, "it is part of the rivalry between

a rising China and the US over the South China Sea,"

and that the Philippines want to stay out of this great

power conflict. [Straits Times] As AiR reported last

week, latest surveillance photos show that Beijing has

nearly finished building air and naval bases on the

seven islands it has occupied in the Spratly and Paracel

island chains. At the same time, both China and the

Philippines have agreed to push on with plans to jointly

explore for oil and gas in the waterway.

Meanwhile, the United Kingdom announced that it will

launch a freedom of navigation operation in March,

supporting the United States’ approach on the issue. A

British submarine-hunting warship will sail from

Australia through the disputed South China Sea next

month. “The US is looking for other countries to do

more. This is a great opportunity for the UK and

Australia to do more, to exercise leadership,” British

Defense Secretary Gavin Williamson said. [South China

Morning Post 2]

 

Philippines: Security hardware supply

problems may result in turn to China and

Russia

(ls) A helicopter deal between Canada and the

Philippines has come under increased scrutiny. Within

the Canadian government, concerns continued to

mount about how the aircraft will be used. On

Wednesday, Canada’s International Trade Minister

Champagne announced that he had ordered a review

after a senior member of the Philippine military said

the aircraft would also be used in "internal security

operations" and not only for search-and-rescue

missions. [CBC]

Against this background, the Philippines are likely to

turn to non-Western defense manufacturers. After

Canada’s announcement to put the helicopter deal on

hold, Philippine Air Force officials said Russia's Kamov
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and China's Z-series helicopters are comparable

models to Bell's 412 medium lift. South Korean's

Surions were also an option. [Straits Times]

This development is part of the Philippines’ security

forces struggling efforts to modernize their hardware.

Last year, a major frigates project of the Philippine

Navy stumbled after disputes with a Japanese

contractor, leading to the early retirement of the

Philippine Navy chief over allegations of corruption. A

detailed Rappler report recounts the events. [Rappler]

 

Security in Southeast Asia: Increased

cooperation since Marawi

(ls) After years of lukewarm security cooperation

between Southeast countries, last year’s five-month

siege of Marawi by Islamic State-aligned militants

proved to be a game-changer, argues Michael Hart in

the Asian Correspondent. Indonesia, Malaysia and the

Philippines began conducting naval patrols to restrict

the movement of jihadist fighters to-and-from

Mindanao. These measures were later bolstered by the

addition of coordinated air patrols to spot suspicious

activity from the skies. In mid-November last year, the

Southeast Asian Counter-Terrorism Financing Working

Group (SACTFWG) was established, and last month,

Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore

and Thailand signed up to a new intelligence-sharing

pact labelled the “Our Eyes” initiative. [Asian

Correspondent]
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In remembrance of a human rights icon:

Asma Jilani Jahangir
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(hg) Internationally revered social activist, democracy

advocate and human right defender Asma Jilani

Jahangir from Pakistan has died at the age of 66 due to

a cardiac arrest.

Praised as “a ray of hope for the people who could not

afford to fight a legal battle for their own rights” [Aadil

Rehman/Kashmir Reader], she tirelessly provided the

downtrodden with free legal aid, supported political

prisoners, fought for democracy. Asma Jahangir was

instrumental to set up the Human Rights Commission

of Pakistan (HRCP) in 1986 which presently has voice

and reach. Having served the HRCP as Secretary-

General and Chairperson, Asma Jahangir was also first

woman to serve as the President of the Supreme Court

Bar Association of Pakistan, the United Nations Special

rapporteur on Freedom of Religion, investigating

violence against Muslims in India and the UN’s Special

rapporteur on Human Rights in Iran.

She will be remembered as a fearless lady who never

compromised with her principles or discharged her

duties, struggling with utmost honesty and faithfulness

for the betterment of the people. [Kashmir Reader]

South Asian Nuclear Politics

(hg) The article provides an overview of the

development of South Asian nuclear politics from 1948

until present. [The Modern Diplomat]

Southeast Asian economies: Is there

anything in common?

(ls) Against the background of Southeast Asia’s

diversity in terms of political systems, religions and

cultures, Krislert Samphantharak argues that there is

an important feature regarding economic development

that virtually all the economies in Southeast Asia share:

all of them have moved away from the economic

system with active government involvement towards

the more market-based system and from inward-

looking import substitution towards outward-looking

export orientation. This strategy convergence, he

holds, in turn has been helping to facilitate economic

cooperation within the region. [Kyoto Review]

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
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to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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