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China’s ‘spying birds’: Signs of new heights

of surveillance?

(dql) 30 military and government agencies have

reportedly used high-tech birdlike drones over the past

years for surveillance purposes in at least five

provinces, with a focus on the far western Xinjiang

Uyghur autonomous region considered by the Chinese

government as hotbed for separatism. Equipped with a

high-definition camera, GPS antenna, flight control

system and data link with satellite communication

capability, it is quite hard to detect these “bird bots” as

they are able to replicate almost 90% of the

movements of a real bird and produce very little noise.

While their use is currently not widespread Chinese

experts, involved in the design of these drones,

express confidence that the technology will reach

large-scale use in the future in a number of areas

including police and military, emergency response and

disaster relief, environmental protection and urban

planning.  [South China Morning Post]

 

China: Military veterans’ protest violently

dispersed by police

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-j/


(dql) Armed police in eastern Jiangsu province violently

cracked down a 5-day protest of thousands of PLA

veterans who demanded improvement of their welfare

rights. The protest, triggered by violent attacks on

campaigning veterans in other parts of the country,

sheds dim light on the struggle of China’s nearly 60

million former soldiers in the past years for better

welfare and treatment in retirement. [South China

Morning Post]

 

Japan: Voting age in national referendum

lowered

(dql) Fulfilling an obligation under the revised National

Referendum Act of 2014, the minimum voting age for

national referendums on constitutional amendments

was lowered to 18 from 20 last week. The step follows

related legislation on lowering the voting age in

elections from 20 to 18 in 2016. [Japan Times]

The legislations are part of an attempt to boost civic

participation among Japan’s youth. The two latest

general elections had seen the lowest voter turnouts in

Japan’s post World War II electoral history with 52.66%

and 53.69% in the House of Representatives election in

2014 and 2017 respectively. [Nippon]

 

South Korea: Reform of prosecution

system on the way

(dql) The Moon administration announced that it will

push for its planned reform of the country’s

prosecution and revealed reform measures which

focus on reducing the powers of the prosecution and

strengthening investigative powers of the police by

allowing the latter to independently open and close

initial investigations in all cases. Under the current law,

the police are only empowered to initiate

investigations, but need the approval from the

prosecution to close them which can also intervene

and command police investigations at any time. 

[Yonhap 1]

Meanwhile, Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency started

an investigation into a manipulation of online opinion

during past elections in which the main opposition

Liberal Korea Party (LKP) is allegedly involved. The

move comes after the ruling Democratic Party issued a

complaint against the LKP on the basis of a newspaper

report on those allegations. [Yonhap 2]
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South Asia 

 

 

Indian anti trafficking women activists

raped after staging street play

(am) Five female anti-trafficking activists working for an

organization supported by Christian missionaries were

gang-raped at gunpoint in the eastern Indian state of

Jharkhand. They were performing a street play to raise

awareness of human trafficking when people attacked

the male members of the team and took the five

women and raped them before releasing them. [BBC]

It is believed that the rapists were angered over the

activists' arriving in the village without their approval.

They belonged to the anti-establishment self-rule

movement “Pathalgadi”, which is renowned in several

tribal villages in the Indian state. Its members don't

acknowledge the authority of the state or national

governments in their villages and have prohibited the

entry of outsiders without their approval.  [CBS]

 

Indian government bans offshoots of al-

Qaeda and IS

(am) The Indian government has banned the latest

branches of al-Qaeda and Islamic State (IS) after

discovering that they were radicalising Indian youth for

'global jihad' and inspiring terror acts on Indian

interests.

An official gazette notification was released which

stated that Islamic State of Iraq and the Sham-

Khorasan (ISIS-K), an Afghanistan-based affiliate of the

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-u/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-o/


IS, and Al-Qaida in Indian Subcontinent (AQIS) has

been banned under the Unlawful Activities

(Prevention) Act (UAPA). [Deccan Herald]

 

Pakistani election: Over 12 percent of

electoral candidates face charges

(ot/am) Pakistan is witnessing its second consecutive

democratic transition of power as it heads to the polls

on 25 July, with over 21,482 candidates contesting for

1070 seats in the National and Provincial Assemblies.

In light of this, an investigation has revealed that

around 2,720 electoral candidates, amounting to over

12 per cent, face a wide range of criminal charges,

including corruption, rape, holding dual nationality,

money laundering, extortion, human smuggling, and

murder [Geo]. However, it is important to point out

that some of the cases may be politically motivated

[Pakistan Today] and their truthfulness has to be taken

with a grain of salt.

In Punjab province, Jamaat-ud-Dawah (JuD) chief Hafiz

Saeed's son and son-in-law will be contesting. JuD is

the political wing of the terror outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba

(LeT), which initiated the 2008 Mumbai attack which

took 166 lives, and was banned by Pakistan in 2015,

years after it was acknowledged by the UN as a LeT

front.[Times Now] [Quint]

 

Pakistan among 10 worse countries for

rule of law, Nepal takes regional lead

(ot) Pakistan has been ranked 105th place out of 113

countries in the Rule of Law Index 2017-18 issued by

World Justice Project (WJP). The index gave the country

poor scores on governance, corruption, fundamental

rights, security, regulatory enforcement, civil justice,

and criminal justice. In addition, it was placed at 5th

out of 6 countries in the South Asia region (among

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri

Lanka), while Nepal took the lead. The report also

asserted that all of the countries in the South Asia

region improved in the global ranks with the exception

of Afghanistan, which stayed in 111th place. [Pakistan

Today, The Himalayan Times]

 

Pakistan Taliban announces new leader

after U.S drone attack
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(am) Pakistan Taliban has announced Mufti Noor Wali

Mehsud as its new leader, a cleric renowned for

initiating barbarous extortion rackets, attacking polio

vaccination campaigns and encouraging hostility

against health workers across the country. This

development came after the group confirmed the

death of their former leader Mullah Fazlullah in a U.S

led drone strike. [NYT]

 

Nepal: Bill on formation of Administrative

Court proposed

(ot) Nepal’s Ministry of Law, Justice, and Parliamentary

Affairs registered a new bill proposing the formation of

Administrative Court. If enacted, the Court will have

the sole and wider jurisdiction over cases related to

dismissal, transfer, and promotion of government

officials. It will also help reduce the burden of the

Supreme Court, who should only deal with cases

related to fundamental and legal rights of the people.

[The Himalayan Times]

 

Sri Lanka: Should the former Tamil Tigers

(LTTE) combatants be compensated?

(jm) The Sri Lankan Resettlement and Rehabilitation

Minister recently submitted a memorandum about a

system of compensations granted to the victims of the

Sri Lankan civil war. The controversial document

included compensation claims for former Tamil Tiger

combatants and their next of kin and therefore faced

strong opposition. [Daily Mirror 1]

In a sharp reaction, the joint opposition (JO) called on

people to stop paying taxes, claiming that they would

be used to fund former LTTE combatants and their

families. [Daily Mirror 2] [Daily FT] In many countries,

including Sri Lanka, LTTE is officially designated a

terrorist organization, therefore, the opposition claims

that compensating former LTTE combatants would

mean compensating terrorists. Based on these

quarrels and further questions around legitimizing the

separatist campaign of the Tamil group by

compensating them, the Sri Lankan President decided

to reject the proposal. [The Sunday Times Sri Lanka]

 

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-a/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-f/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-z/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-v/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-e/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-s/


Law and Politics in

Southeast Asia 

 

 

Political Dynasties: Ferdinand Marcos Jr

plans on succeeding President Duterte

(jk) The son of former Philippine dictator Ferdinand

Marcos Sr is making no secret out his plans to run for

the Presidency when Duterte’s single six-year term

comes to an end in 2022. Despite the controversial and

often bloody rule under martial law of his father,

recent developments have shown that Marcos Jr has

substantial support in the Philippines, in which political

dynasties have long played huge and successful roles.

The two previous presidents for instance were both

children of former presidents and the current

president’s daughter is the mayor of Davao and

possibly not at the end of her political career yet [FT].

Marcos Jr is an active politician and in fact only lost his

bid for the Philippine Vice Presidency in 2016 by a very

small margin of less than 1%. Back in April, the

Presidential Electoral Tribunal started to recount [ABS-

CBN]the votes for the election after protest of former

Senator Marcos, Jr. against vote rigging and “massive

cheating”.  He might still become vice-president if the

recount turns out in his favour. Despite some rumours

that the recount already indicates just that, no official

results have been published and no timeframe has

been given. The recount is ongoing [Rappler].

 

Philippines: ICJ joins calls for UN to

investigate war on drug killings
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(jk) The International Commission of Jurists has joined

a number of other NGOs in a call to the UN Human

Rights Council to establish an investigation into

extrajudicial killings in the Philippines [ICJ]. In 2016,

they had published a briefing note on the issue,

detailing both the obligations of the State to

investigate such killings as well as their

recommendations on the investigations [ICJ_brief].

 

Philippines: Supreme Court hears gay

marriage case

(jk) After three years wait, a Supreme Court hearing

was convened to discuss a petition to allow same-sex

marriage.  The 1987 Philippine Constitution does not

say that marriage should be between a man and a

woman, however, in the predominantly catholic

country, the issue is very controversial. Despite careful

support from President Duterte, a presidential

spokesperson has said he would doubt a favourable

decision by the court. According to him, the country is

not yet ready for the same-sex marriage proposal and

even the President were not too steady in his support

[PhilStar]. In any case, the decision is not expected to

be made anytime soon as the issue “may take years” to

resolve [SCMP].

 

Indonesia: More than 150 million

Indonesians will vote in local elections

(jk) Voters in Indonesia will cast their votes this week to

elect provincial governors, local parliamentarians and

mayors in certain provinces, cities and regencies. A

total of 152 million voters are eligible to cast their

ballots. Results in the most populous areas will be

interesting indications for the upcoming presidential

elections to be held in 2019 [Strait Times]. Eligible

voters for the regional elections make up three-

quarters of the electorate.

 

Youthful religious intolerance taking hold

in Indonesia?

(am) Incessant penetration of radical Islam in

Indonesian universities has caught the attention of

President Joko Widodo, offering a clear view that

religious conservatism is changing the democratic and

secular character of Indonesian society. A recent
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survey in 2017 released by National Investigation

Agency depicted that 39% of university students in 15

of Indonesia’s 34 provinces reject Pancasila, the state’s

ideology and eulogize an Islamic State. The

government struggles to configure new policies in

order to protect youth from coming under the

influence of radical views. [Asia Times]

 

Indonesia: Court sentences cleric to death

for ordering attacks on Starbucks in

Jakarta and a church in Kalimantan

(jk) The cleric, allegedly a key ideologue for IS militants

in Indonesia, was found guilty of ordering IS militants

to carry out attacks including the January 2016 suicide

bombing at a Starbucks in Jakarta (SCMP).

 

Cambodia’s Elections and China’s defence

minister’s visit

(jk) As reported over the past weeks the upcoming

general elections will take place on 29 July. Hun Sen is

trying to ensure victory after two close elections in

2013 and 2017 with numerous strategies such as cash

pay-outs and a series of punishing measures against

the opposition.

The opposition, clear-eyed about its prospects under

current circumstances, has been repeatedly calling on

voters to abstain from participating altogether, starting

a “clean finger campaign”. The clean finger refers to the

finger not dipped in ink during the voting protest. The

government’s response was unsurprisingly that the

campaign constitutes an obstruction of elections,

which is punishable by law although voting is not

mandatory in Cambodia [Channel News Asia].

China continues to support Hun Sen’s government and

protect its investment in the country as it pledged

more military aid as well as a Chinese naval visit next

year during a five day visit by the Chinese Defence

Minister. The two countries will also hold joint military

exercises whilst Cambodia has put joint drills with

other countries on hold [SCMP]. Hun Sen’s, on his

Facebook page, stated that the visit was “to implement

any deals signed between the two countries, especially

any deals brokered between Hun Sen and Chinese

President Xi Jinping in the past, and especially to

promote and deepen mutual military cooperation.”
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Cambodian politician of the now dissolved Cambodia

National Rescue Party  and activist Mu Sochua talks in

a recent interview on the state of democracy in

Cambodia (hint: it’s dead!) and on Cambodian-Chinese

relations [YouTube]. More on the development of the

democracy in Cambodia and on many senior military

officers running for political positions in the next

election, CPG Senior Research Fellow Dr. Paul

Chambers is quoted in a piece on growing

militarisation of Cambodia’s leading party and the

country’s leadership. “By fielding so many military

candidates, the CPP can further tighten the nexus

between itself and military leaders, giving the latter

more of the political pie” [ATimes].

 

Cambodian Center for Human Rights –

Fair Trial Rights in Cambodia before the

Court of Appeal

(jk) In a publication of the Fair Trial Rights Project by

the Cambodian Center for Human Rights, the

organisation examined the functioning of the judiciary

in Cambodia with a particular focus on adherence to

procedures and fair trial rights before the Court of

Appeal. During the reporting period from November

2016 to October 2017, they found that while some fair

trial rights are being adhered to, overall the respect for

fair trials needs to be improved substantially. Among

the main issues, the report cites a bias in the

presumption of innocence as well as forced

confessions and the right to legal representation or

even presence of the defendant at a trial [CCHR

Cambodia].

 

Papua New Guinea (PNG) declared state

of emergency in Southern Highlands  

(jk) A mob has taken to the streets in the southern part

of PNG, burning down a governor’s home, a

courthouse and an aircraft. According to the police, the

people were angry about a court decision to dismiss a

petition against a provincial governor’s 2017 election,

amid concerns of corruption. It seems obvious that the

people did not trust in the institutions and judgement

rendered by the court. The incident happened in the

home province of Prime Minister Peter O’Neil [SCMP].
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Malaysia: Multiple Charges against former

PM Najib likely

(jk) PM Mahathir has told [Reuters] that investigators

have an “almost perfect case” against the former PM

and that multiple charges, including embezzlement,

stealing government money, losing government

money, using government money to bribe and others

will be brought against him. He added that he

expected Malaysia to make its first arrest in the

1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB) case within

months and “hopefully” start a trial by the end of the

year.

Najib’s wife, Rosmah Mansor, who has also made

headlines recently with an unusual amount of wealth

and luxury goods, is also implicated in the

investigations.

Najib, who also gave an interview for the first time

since his defeat in May, stuck to his version of the

story: his advisers and the management and board of

1MDB, had wrongly kept the alleged embezzlement of

funds a secret from him. As for the money in his

personal account, the US$681 million transferred were

a donation from Saudi Arabia, and his wife’s handbags

were largely gifts to his wife and daughter [SCMP].

Najib’s account has been immediately dismissed by

Mahathir and other leading forces in Malaysia’s ruling

coalition [SCMP].

 

Myanmar moves against term “Rohingya”

(jm) The Ministry of Information in Myanmar has told

Radio Free Asia and the BBC they will no longer be

allowed to air their content on the state’s MRTV

channel, if they keep using the term “Rohingya”. Both

organizations then quit their partnerships in Myanmar

as they refuse to censor their programs. They will still

be available to Burmese people by shortwave, social

media and websites [The Washington Post].

 

Myanmar: The Tatmadaw’s fear of

Federalism

(jm) After many delays, the parties to the Nationwide

Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) finally agreed to organize a

third session of the 21st Century Panglong Union
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Peace Conference. They also agreed that discussions of

the key federal principles of autonomy and non-

secession will not be on the agenda. [The Irrawady]

Especially, the armed ethnic groups request the right

to draft their own constitutions in order to define

specific governance systems of the sub-state entities,

and often to codify citizens’ rights within their

territories. But the Tatmadaw fears that it would open

the possibility for some states to secede which has

always been strongly rejected. “Although the states are

given full self-determination, it is only internal without

separating from the Union”, said the director of Joint

Monitoring Committee for Ceasefire at the second

session of the 21st Century Panglong Conference. The

armed ethnic groups presented twelve principles to

the government as a “constitution standard”, and

constitutions would have to be written within this

framework. Despite this guarantee, the Tatmadaw are

reluctant move ahead and will not discuss questions of

federalism [Myanmar Times].

 

Thailand: King granted full control of

assets

(ot) Thailand’s King Maha Vajiralongkorn (Rama X) has

been granted full control of royal assets in the latest

changes to the management of royal affairs since

taking the throne.

The Crown Property Bureau (CPB), the financial arm of

the Thai Monarchy, issued an announcement [Crown

Property, in Thai] that the shareholdings in two major

Thai companies will now be in the name of King Maha

Vajiralongkorn. The companies are Siam Cement Pcl

and Siam Commercial Bank Pcl, whose assets are

worth more than USD 7 billion combined. The CPB

manages the multi-billion dollar holdings of the

monarchy as well as controls huge swathes of land in

Bangkok. The extent of the CPB’s wealth, however, is

not made public. In 2012, Forbes magazine valued the

CPB’s holdings in real estates and other investments at

more than USD 30 billion.

The CPB also stated in the announcement that any

asset owned by the CPB will now be formally handed

over to the King. The handover followed the

amendment to the Crown Property Act last year. The

amendment reorganized all assets belonging to the

monarchy by combining the previously separated

categories of assets, the King’s personal assets and

assets under the ownership of the CPB, into a new

category of “Crown Property Assets”. The management
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of the Crown Property Assets was transferred to be

entirely under the discretion of the King.

According to the announcement, the registration of the

King’s name as a shareholder in the companies intends

to “contribute to the administration of the enterprises

to ensure they will continue to thrive and prosper for

the future benefits of Thailand”. The CPB’s

announcement also stated that the Crown Property

Assets will now be “subject to the same duties and

taxation as would assets belong to any other citizen”. 

Previously, assets registered in the name of the CPB

were exempted from duties and taxation. [Reuters,

Bloomberg, Al Jazeera]

 

Thailand: Death penalty resumed after 9

years

(ot) Thailand carried out the first execution in 9 years,

sparking controversy and debate.

A statement was issued by Thailand’s Department of

Corrections this week that Theerasak Longji, 26 years

old, was executed by lethal injection. He was found

guilty of a premeditated murder that he had

committed in 2012. His execution was carried out

without prior notice. The Department said that it

hoped the execution would serve as deterrence. The

statement cited the United States and China that still

maintain the death sentence as countries that focus on

“protecting society and the general public from crimes

more than focusing on the rights and freedoms of

wrongdoers.” [Matichon, in Thai]

The resumption of executions came as a surprise as

the country had not carried out the death sentence in

9 years. The last execution took place in 2009 when

two men were put to death for drug-related crimes.

The standard practice is to obtain a royal pardon

commuting death to life in prison as the last resort of

clemency. Thailand was also one year short of

becoming a de facto abolitionist country. In 2016, the

Ministry of Justice ruled out the death penalty for

rapists, despite widespread calls for harsher

punishments from the public.  The government also

reflected its commitment to becoming an abolitionist

state in the third national human rights master plan

for 2014 to 2018. No explanation was given by the

authority about the unexpected execution. [Bangkok

Post, Khaosod English]

In response, the United Nations Human Rights Office

for South-East Asia (OHCHR) and other international

non-governmental organizations have issued
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statements deploring the government’s action and

calling for immediate end to the death penalty. A small

protest against the death penalty was staged outside

Bangkok’s Bang Kwang Prison. The European Union

has also expressed their concern over the

reintroduction of the death sentence. [OHCHR,

Amnesty International, FIDH, EU EEAS]

However, capital punishment still receives widespread

support from the Thai general public. Online

comments and polls show mass public approval for

execution of criminals, believing it to be an effective

measure to prevent serious crimes. Prime Minister

General Prayut Chan-O-Cha this time added his

support for the punishment, saying that it was

essential in keeping law and order and that it is agreed

by the majority of Thai people. [The Nation]

 

Thailand: General elections to take place

after coronation

(ot) The Thai government said general elections will not

take place before the coronation of the King,

suggesting another possible delay.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-O-Cha said this week that

the general elections will only be held after the royal

coronation of King Maha Vajiralongkorn. The issue of

the royal ceremony had not been publicly discussed,

and the PM did not mention a specific date for the

event or clarify how it would affect the promised

February 2019 timeframe for the general elections.

Nevertheless, Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-

ngam explained that the date and organization of the

coronation is entirely subject to the King. He also

added that the government had already submitted the

organic laws on the election of the senates and the

members of the parliament for royal endorsement.

They are the last two organic laws required by the

Constitution to be promulgated prior to holding

general elections. [Khaosod English, BBC Thai]

 

Thailand: High court dismissed lawsuit

against Prime Minister

(ot) The Supreme Court of Thailand upheld the rulings

of two lower courts dismissing a lawsuit Prime Minister

General Prayut Chan-O-Cha and four other generals of

illegally overthrowing the elected government in the

2014 coup d’état. The Court reaffirmed the lower
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court’s decision that even though the coup was in

violation of the law, the defendants were retroactively

granted amnesty by the interim constitution. [Khaosod

English]

 

Thailand: Pheu Thai still top of chart

despite internal turbulence and setbacks

(ot) A poll conducted this week revealed that a majority

of people (55.59%) questioned find Pheu Thai “the

most interesting party” among both new and old

political parties. The new Future Forward party came

second (34.18%), followed by Democrat (33.88%),

Palang Pracharat (17.39%), and Bhumjaithai (12.59%).

In addition, most people (54.33%) said that they will

base their decision more on political parties than

individual candidates. [Matichon, Bangkok Post]

The poll result came amid reports of internal conflict

regarding the party’s leadership and its former

members defecting to new parties ahead of the

general elections expected to be held next year. The

Party still lacks a clear leader since ousted Prime

Minister Yingluck Shinawatra went into exile last year.

The Party is reportedly divided into two groups in

terms of its leadership; those who favor someone with

a strong stance against the military, and those who

support Sudarat Keyuraphan. Sudarat is said to be a

favorite candidate of the party’s de facto leader

Thanksin Shinawatra, but many question her pro-

establishment image and close ties to the military.

Sudarat reportedly does not want to engage in any

succession warfare with other executives and denied

any reports that she will leave the party if not chosen

as its next leader. Pheu Thai also faces the possibility

of having nearly half of its former MPs in the

Northeast, its key stronghold, switching side to the

pro-regime Palang Pracharat Party. [Khaosod Enligsh,

Bangkok Post 1, Bangkok Post 2]

Despite the setbacks, Thaksin said in an interview [BBC

Thai] that he remains confident that the party will win

the next election with more seats than in previous

polls. He said he is not discouraged by the defections,

saying it is a new opportunity for newcomers. He also

urged the junta to hold general elections as promised

and to not underestimate the power of the people.

 

International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security
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in Asia

 

 

Trump-Kim summit follow up: US, South

Korea, Japan suspend 'anti-Pyongyang'

military exercises

(dql) Following President Trump’s announcement to

suspend US-South Korean joint military exercises at

the summit with North Korean leader Kim Jong-un in

Singapore earlier this month, the Pentagon announced

that Washington and Seoul have indefinitely halted two

marine exchange program training exercises

scheduled to be conducted over the next three

months. In an earlier move both sides stopped the

planning of Freedom Guardian Exercise in which

17,500 American and more than 50,000 South Korean

troops participated last year. [The Guardian]

In a related move, Japan suspended military exercises

scheduled for this week and plans to suspend further

nine civilian evacuation drills to prepare residents in

Japan for possible missile attacks scheduled for later

this year. Tokyo’s move is to be seen as major

concession to open the door for direct talks with

Pyongyang. While Kim Jong-un met leaders of China,

South Korea and the United States in the recent past to

discuss the de-nuclearization of the Korean peninsula,

a summit with Prime Minister Abe has not been set

yet. [CBS]

De-nuclearization of the Korean Peninsula was also a

topic at the summit between South Korean President

Moon and Russian President Putin last week in

Moscow. Moon reassured that his administration will

“closely consult with the Russian government and work

with it to completely and swiftly implement the

outcome of the South-North Korean summit and the
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North Korea-US summit.” Furthermore, both sides

agreed to work to initiate talks on a free trade

agreement between both countries with a view to

arrive at trade worth 30 billion USD by 2020, twice the

turnover in 2017. [Korea Herald]

A third summit between China and North Korea within

less than three months last week reveals Beijing's

increasing efforts to play a key role in the geopolitics of

the Korean Peninsula. During the talks with North

Korean leader Kim Jong-un, Chinese President Xi

Jinping reassured that "no matter how the

international and regional situations change, the firm

stance of the Communist Party of China and the

Chinese government on consolidating and developing

the relations with the DPRK remains unchanged."

[Korea Times]

Meanwhile, North and South Korea held talks on

connecting their railways across the inner-Korean

border, the first on this issue since 10 years. The talks

reflect growing efforts to implement longstanding

envisioned economic cooperation between the two

Koreas. However, to actually embark on economic

cooperation would require the lifting of international

sanctions imposed on North Korea over its nuclear and

ballistic missile testing. [Mainichi]

 

China-EU relations: Working group to be

formed to counter US unilateralism in

trade

(dql) Responding to US unilateralist trade policy, China

and the European Union agreed to set up a working

group that will discuss an update of the World Trade

Organization. The agreement was reached at a

meeting between European Commission Vice-

President Jyrki Katainen and Chinese Vice-Premier Liu

He in Beijing. [ABC]

Prior to the meeting, the EU announced tariffs on

about 3.3 billion USD worth of US products, countering

US President Donald Trump's announcement of tariffs

of 25 per cent on steel imports from Europe and 10

per cent on aluminium. China also retaliated last week

with tariffs on 50 billion USD of US products following

President Trump’s approval of tariffs on Chinese

imports worth 50 billion USD. [South China Morning

Post]

In a latest development of the China-US trade dispute,

President Trump is reportedly considering measures to

curb Chinese access to US technology, among them
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excluding  companies with at least 25 percent Chinese

ownership from buying companies involved in U.S.

tech and blocking additional technology exports to

China. [CNBC]

Meanwhile, in a move further deepening its ties with

Europe amid souring US-Europe relations, China

during the visit of French Prime Minister Philippe to

Beijing on Monday announced that it would buy more

French farm products, indicated future purchases of

Airbus aircraft and vowed to cooperate on market

access in China. [Reuters]

In [Handelsblatt] former German Foreign Minister

Joschka Fischer argues that China emerges as the sole

winner out of the deterioration of US-Europe

relationships and that Trump’s foreign and trade

policies are paving the way to “Make China Great

Again”.

 

China-Nepal ties deepening

(dql) In a move deepening India’s concerns over China’s

influence in Nepal which it sees as its backyard Chinese

President Xi Jinping vowed to “continue to support

Nepal’s efforts to safeguard state independence,

sovereignty and territorial integrity” during Nepal

Prime Minister Oli’s visit to China last week. The two

parties also signed deals worth 2.4 billion USD.

[Economic Times]

 

China-Australia relations: Rising

tensions over Vanuatu

(dql) In a move to counter China’s influence in Pacific

islands, Australia announced on Monday that it will

hold talks on a security treaty with Vanuatu. According

to a statement of Prime Minister Turnbull the

negotiations will cover a bilateral security treaty on

common security interests, such as humanitarian

assistance and disaster response, maritime

surveillance and border security, police and defence

cooperation. The announcement comes amid reports

on a military base being built by Beijing on the island.

[South China Morning Post/AP]

In a related move, the Turnbull administration will

reportedly spend nearly $7 billion on US massive, long-

range surveillance drones that will massively bolster

Australia’s ability to track military ships on the Asian

seas. [Sydney Morning Herald]
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Philippines grow increasingly angry over

Chinese behaviour at Scarborough Shoal

(jk) Even though Scarborough Shoal rests firmly within

the Philippines’ exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of the

South China Sea and was part of the Permanent Court

of Arbitration tribunal ruling in 2016, it is administered

and controlled by the People’s Republic of China after a

prolonged naval stand-off in 2012. At the time, many

expected the US as a treaty ally of the Philippines to

defend Philippine claims against an assertive China,

but it instead chose to stand back and help broker a

deal which was supposed to see both parties withdraw

until an agreement is reached. Whilst the Philippine

Navy withdrew, the PLA Navy maintained a presence at

the shoal and entrenched its control of the area.

Until 2016, Filipino fisherman were indeed restricted

from entering what they refer to as a traditional

Filipino fishing ground well within its EEZ. Amid

improved bilateral ties between the PRC and the

Philippines under President Duterte’s administration,

however, China has relaxed restrictions on the entry of

Filipino fishermen in the area.

However, in a recently aired documentary broadcast

on a major Filipino television channel, Filipino

fishermen accused Chinese at the shoal of forcibly

taking large parts of their catch [GMA]. The Chinese

side has initially referred to the incidents as more of a

“barter trade” since the fish was taken in exchange for

other items such as cigarettes and instant noodles, but

according to Filipino fisherman the “trade” was forced

upon them and less than favourable. President

Duterte, trying to uphold his approach of quiet

diplomacy and attempting not to confront China

outright, went along with this characterisation and

arguably made matters worse by claiming that the

unfortunate reason that the trade may be

unfavourable to the fishermen is that they are not able

to determine the real value of the fish [ABS-CBN].

Contrary to this assumption were statements during a

media briefing where journalists asked the fishermen

directly how they felt about the incident [ABS-CBN].

The Chinese foreign ministry has said that it had been

allowing fishermen to enter the shoal “out of good

will”, further irking many in the Philippines.

Additionally, over the past weekend, satellite images

were released in [The Philippine Star], showing the

damage that has been done to the shoal by Chinese

diggers since 2012. While the Duterte administration is

not keen on stoking tensions, some Filipino lawmakers

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-ky/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-kj/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-kt/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-btydtlk-l-ki/


call for a louder response. These include calls for

Philippine Coast Guard vessels to be sent to protect

fishermen and showing China that the Philippines are

serious about defending their people as well as their

territory. One Congressman accused China of treating

the Philippines as her vassal state and urged the

government to  act in order to stop this invasion by

China [AEC News / Philippine Star].

 

Mahathir Interview: China is a good

neighbour – but not all Chinese projects

and behaviours are good

(jk) As reported previously on AiR, Mahathir has

ordered a review of a number of Chinese

infrastructure projects that were negotiated under the

premiership of his predecessor. In an interview with

the SCMP, he has now laid out that he is not at all “anti-

China”, but that he does not welcome Chinese projects

that involve giving all contracts to China, borrowing

huge sums of money from China, and using only

Chinese workers, material and imported goods. If

arrangements like this are made, Malaysia stands little

to gain and much to lose as seen in recent examples of

Chinese projects in Sri Lanka (the Hambantota Port

facility) and increasingly Pakistan.

With regards to the South China Sea, Mahathir argued

that Malaysia has every intention of retaining the

islands it has long claimed as its own, even in the face

of new assertions from China. Generally speaking, he

has argued for a de-escalation of tensions and a

removal of war ships by all parties from the area.

Instead, the waters should be safeguarded by small

boats (from all concerned countries) that are capable

to fight off pirates, but not capable to fight a war in the

South China Sea (full interview: SCMP).

 

Papua New Guinea and China upgrade

bilateral cooperation

(jk) PNG’s Prime Minister has visited China last week

and spoke highly of both President Xi as well as of his

signature Belt and Road project. He has welcomed

increased bilateral cooperation and a status upgrade

to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. Xi said

bilateral cooperation is standing at a new starting point

with Papua New Guinea officially joining the Asian

Infrastructure Investment Bank and the two countries

signing a memorandum of understanding on Belt and
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Road cooperation, the first of its kind between China

and a Pacific island nation [EMTV].

 

India, Pakistan: UN calls for intervention

in Kashmir

(ot) The United Nations (UN) released its first ever

comprehensive report on Kashmir. It calls for a

Commission of Inquiry to conduct an independent

international investigation on human rights violations

in Kashmir. This indicates possible future international

humanitarian and political intervention. Experts say

that the recent development takes the Kashmir conflict

to the top of the international agenda as well as

reaffirm the right to Kashmiris to decide their future.

[Pakistan Today]

Pakistani Foreign Spokesperson said the country

welcomed the recommendation, saying that country is

ready to facilitate the Commission’s visit, given that

India is also ready to allow the Commission to access

Jammu and Kashmir. On its’ part, India was

unfavorable of the report and lodged a strong protest

against the UN. [Firstpost]

 

India-US strategic partnership set to

touch new milestones

(am) The strategic partnership between India and US is

set to touch new milestones as India is about to sign

two more bilateral military treaties, obtain helicopters

worth $3 billion and take part for the first time in a

joint tri-service amphibious exercise.

Top sources from the Indian government revealed that

there has been a significant development between the

two countries towards concluding the

Communications, Compatibility and Security

Arrangement (COMCASA) and the Basic Exchange and

Cooperation Agreement for Geo-Spatial Cooperation

(BECA). [Times of India]

 

Pakistan to launch first indigenous

satellite next month
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(am) In a major development, Pakistan is expected to

launch its first indigenous satellite next month, putting

it among the list of countries enjoying advanced space

technology. Until now, Pakistan was dependent on the

US and French satellites for civil and military

communications. [The Nation]

 

Maldives' UNSC non-permanent seat:

India voted against, ensured it lost

(jm) Indian-Maldivian ties could deteriorate further

after the Times of India revealed that India may have

worked to ensure that its island neighbor loses the

vote for a seat at the United Nation Security Council.

While Male has always claimed to be supported by

India, it appeared that not only did India voted against

the Maldives, but also that it worked to make sure

Indonesia would get the seat. [Times of India]

 

Maldives' UNSC non-permanent seat:

India voted against, ensured it lost

(jm) Indian-Maldivian ties could deteriorate further

after the Times of India revealed that India may have

worked to ensure that its island neighbor loses the

vote for a seat at the United Nation Security Council.

While Male has always claimed to be supported by

India, it appeared that not only did India voted against

the Maldives, but also that it worked to make sure

Indonesia would get the seat. [Times of India]

 

Thailand: Junta’s first visit to Europe met

with support and opposition

(ot) Prime Minister Prayut Chan-O-Cha started his

week-long visit to the United Kingdom and France.

It is the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO)’s

first official visit to the European countries since taking

power. It only became possible after the European

Union softened its stance on resuming political

engagement at all levels with the Thai military

government late last year. On his first stop in London,

he met with Prime Minister Theresa May and assured

that the general election will take place early next year

following the coronation of King Maha Vajiralongkorn.

The British prime minister in response urged the Thai
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government to lift restrictions on political parties in

order for the elections to be free and fair. [Bangkok

Post]

Two groups of Thai people living in the UK, one

welcoming the PM and the other demonstrating

against the visit, were present as the two leaders met.

Gen Prayut insisted his visit is not political, but only

intends to enhance trade and encourage European

investment. Anti-junta activists in Thailand and abroad

expressed their disappointment of the European

nations to prioritize their national interests above

democracy and human rights for inviting the junta

leader. [BBC Thai, Khaosod English]

In France, the junta’s meeting with President

Emmanuel Macron is expected to highlight economic

relations as well as the issue of democratization and

human rights. Over 50 French companies have agreed

to participate in the meeting, including the

manufacturers and distributors of aircrafts,

spacecrafts, and weaponry. Well-known Thai activists

and dissidents living in exile in Paris organized a series

of protests against PM Prayut’s visit and urged the

French government to pressure the junta’s leader on

the suppression of democracy and human rights

abuses. [The Nation]

 

Background Reading

 

 

A history of the Indonesian Massacres,

1965-1966

(jk) One if the most egregious, yet arguably under-

reported incidents of mass killings in the 20th century

were the mass killings and incarcerations of some 1.5

million alleged communists and Communist Party of
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Indonesia (PKI) sympathisers and affiliates in the

1960s. 

The official narrative in Indonesia holds that after the

kidnapping of 6 Generals, allegedly organised and

executed by the PKI, leftist forces planned to

overthrow the government. The response by the

government and spontaneously arising mass violence

from social and religious conflicts then led to the

events killing some five hundred thousand people

across the archipelago. In addition to the question of

whether an allegedly attempted coup would have

justified the harsh response, many scholars have long

questioned this narrative and instead focus on the

widespread gruesome type of violence, collateral

punishment for anyone who was affiliated with an at

the time legitimate and fairly popular political party,

and the role of the Indonesian Army (TNI) which was

heavily involved in politics and stood at the other end

of the political spectrum.

A recent book on the events explores the role of the

army and challenges the conventional narrative of the

events. It traces back the origins of the modus

operandi of the TDI to both Japanese forces during the

occupation of Indonesia as well as colonial influences

by the Dutch after the defeat of the Imperial Japanese

forces. The modus operandi of the killings and

detention has a number of striking parallels to that of

the Japanese forces, suggesting a more systematic

involvement of the TNI. Against the background of the

cold war, the book also explores the direct and indirect

support of Western powers for the violence against the

communists [The Killing Season].

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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