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South Korea: Conscientious objectors to

be provided civilian services,

Constitutional Court rules

(dql) In a landmark decision on conscientious

objectors, South Korea’s Constitutional Court ruled

that Article 5 of the country’s Military Service Act is

unconstitutional as it fails to offer alternative services

next to military service and ordered the government to

introduce civilian forms of service for conscientious

objectors.

South Korean men between the ages of 18 and 28 are

required to serve in the army for 21 to 24 months if

they pass physical and mental eligibility tests The

Military Service Act calls for up to three years in prison

for those who refuse to serve. [New York Times]

 

South Korea: Refugee law reform under

way

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bthydc-l-j/


(dql) South Korea’s Ministry of Justice last Friday

announced to seek a revision of the country’s Refugee

Act to tighten regulations on the arrival of refugees.

The announcement comes after more than half a

million South Koreans signed a petition with the

presidential office in the past two weeks, demanding

the government to abolish or amend no-visa entries

and the granting of refugee status to applicants.

[Reuters]

Since 1994, South Korea has granted 839 refugee

statuses, equaling 4.1 percent of the total of 20,361

cases that had completed review. [Korea Herald]

 

Japan: Law on labor reform enacted

(dql) Aimed at tackling the problem of death by

overwork, Japan’s legislature passed a labor reform bill

which for the first time introduces a limit on overtime

at 100 hours monthly and 720 hours annually as well

as punishments for noncompliant employers. The new

law also aims to improve the lot of the country’s

increasing pool of "non-regular" workers in temporary

or part-time jobs who do not enjoy the job security of

full-time regular employees. According to the law

workers are to be paid equally for the same work,

regardless of workers' status. [Straits Times]
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India ranked world’s most dangerous

country for women
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(am) Thomson Reuters Foundation recently named

India as the most dangerous country for women in a

survey. The aspects covered in the survey included

healthcare, economic discrimination, cultural practices,

sexual and non-sexual violence and human trafficking.

[Firstpost] India’s National Commission of Women

rejected the survey, terming it as a biased report and

argued that countries that were ranked below India

included women who are not even allowed to speak in

public. [Daily Excelsior] 

 

India: Rape of seven year old girl sparks

protests

(am) Thousands of people marched on the streets in

the Indian state of Madhya Pradesh, demanding capital

punishment for the rapists who raped a seven year old

girl after luring her away from school while she was

waiting for her parents. Two men have been taken into

custody. [TOI] [India Today]

 

India’s Tamil Nadu state appoints first

transgender lawyer

(am) The Bar Council of Tamil Nadu and Puducherry

enrolled a 36-year old as the first transgender lawyer

of the state. [HT] The lawyer was involved in several

assignments with a NGO, and also worked for the

transgender community. NALSA (National Legal

Services vs Union of India and Others, 2014) had given

approval to register transgenders as third gender in all

government jobs. [DNA]

 

Pakistan: former PM and minister

disqualified for elections/ decision on PM

overturned   

(ot/am) Pakistani former prime minister and a minister

from his cabinet had been barred from contesting in

the general election next month. A Pakistani high court

then has revoked a tribunal judgement of disqualifying

ex-PM Abbasi from contesting elections in a dramatic

turn of events just before the general elections.

Two members of the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz

(PML-N) party have been disqualified from politics this

week. An Election Commission tribunal barred Ex-

Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, who took over
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from ousted Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, from

contesting in his home constituency of Murree. The

tribunal ruled that Abbasi was “guilty of concealment

of facts” on election papers, the same clause the

Supreme Court used to justify the ousting of Prime

Minister Sharif last year. As a result, he would have

been disqualified from politics for life under Pakistan’s

constitution. However, the ruling was overturned and

he will be able to contest the general election

[Economic Times]  In addition, the Supreme Court

found former privatization minister Daniya Aziz guilty

of contempt, disqualifying him from parliament for 5

years.

The PML-N party has fiercely objected the decisions,

calling it “a new history of poll rigging”, and accused

the country’s military of attempting to deny the party a

second term. Though members of the main opposition

party, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), have also

been barred from politics under the same

constitutional clause, the numbers of various verdicts

against the PML-N are preponderant. [The Guardian,

Geo TV]

 

Pakistan back on the Global Terrorism

Financing Monitoring List

(ot/am) The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), am

intergovernmental anti-money laundering agency, put

Pakistan back on its terrorism financing “grey” watch

list after having been removed from the list for three

years. The decision followed advocacy by the U.S. and

European countries to push Pakistan to combat

terrorism and stop providing financial support for

militant groups. Being placed on the list may hinder

Pakistan’s access to global markets as it faces financial

difficulties ahead of national elections next month. It

could also be a precursor to the country’s addition

onto FATF’s “black list”, which would lead to more

serious sanctions. [Blomberg]

Pakistan continues to be under pressure from the U.S.

government to stop acting as a safe haven for

terrorists, a charge Pakistan denies. The country also

insists its influence over the Taliban has been

exaggerated. [Pakistan Today]

At the same time, Pakistan has revoked an order of

prohibition on radical Islamic leader Mohammad

Ahmed Ludhianv who is a radical Sunni Islamist and

the leader of Ahl-e-Sunnat Wal Jamaat (ASWJ), an

extremist sectarian outfit which has carried out several

deadly attacks against Shiites, Ahmaddiyas and Sufis-
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all Muslim minority communities, over the past two

decades. Some experts in Pakistan consider this a

blunder decision which will sabotage Pakistan’s

attempts to rejuvenate counter-terrorism regulations

and its message to the world that they are waging war

against militant groups. [VOA]

 

Pakistan: press freedom under threat

ahead of general elections

(ot) Pakistani human rights groups, politicians, and

media have said that the country’s powerful military is

cracking down on the media ahead of the election on

25 July, in an attempt to influence the election results.

Pakistani military confiscated copies of a major

newspaper after it published an interview with ousted

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in which he questioned

the military’s counterterrorism efforts. The military

supports the party of Sharif’s toughest competitor,

Imran Khan, and wants to ensure that Sharif’s party

loses its majority in parliament. Distributors of the

newspaper were harassed, and cable TV networks also

dropped the company’s TV news station. The military

reportedly contacted many TV channels about content

deemed troubling and exercised influence over hiring

and firing at the stations. In addition, broadcasters

have reduced live programming to edit out dissenting

opinion.

Even though the country’s democracy was restored in

2008 after staging several coups, critics say that the

Pakistani military has been trying to gain influence

over civilian spheres behind the scenes, including

gaining leverage over government policy, the political

opposition, and the judiciary. For the media, more

subtle forms of censorship and self-censorship are

prevalent. [The Wall Street Journal, First Post]

 

US improves Pakistan’s ranking on human

trafficking

(am) The US State department has improved the

ranking of Pakistan in its human trafficking list, after

keeping the country on its watchlist consecutively for

four years due to its negligible regulations against

human trafficking and migrant smuggling.

The Pakistan Parliament had earlier this year approved

two laws concerning human trafficking and migrant

smuggling. Additionally, the Federal Investigation
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Agency (FIA) has taken crucial measures to eradicate

this menace, which has resulted in the alteration of the

country’s ranking.

Pakistan was on tier-2 watch list until recently and

further abjection into tier-3 could have brought up US

sanctions. Although the annual review of the State

Department has moved Pakistan from the watchlist, it

is still on tier-2. [TNI]

 

Pakistan’s Christians welcome

appointment of cardinal

(am) Pakistan’s Christians have welcomed the

appointment of Archbishop Joseph Coutts to the

cardinal. The 73-year old archbishop was among the 14

new cardinal appointed by Pope Francis. He is the

second cardinal from the Muslim-majority Pakistan,

after Cardinal Joseph Cordero. Coutts is entitled to vote

in a conclave to choose the new Pope. [ABC News]

The Lahore-based archbishop has formerly worked as

a bishop in Faisalabad and Hyderabad and is currently

involved with his community as Head Bishop at Saint

Patrick’s Church in Karachi with focus on inter-faith

harmony. [Gulf News]

 

Nepal: government proposes law on

police administration

(ot) The Nepali government has decided to draft two

laws for the restructuring of police organizations to

transform them into the federal structure as required

by the constitution. The cabinet has agreed on drafting

the bill related to performance, supervision, and

coordination of Nepal Police and Provincial police,

which will demarcate the functions, duties, and powers

of the federal and provincial police. They also

endorsed a proposal for the bill related to formation,

operation, and terms and conditions of the Armed

Police Force.

The development followed criticism for the repeated

delay by the government to draft major laws

implementing federalism adopted by the constitution

promulgated three years ago. The constitution

requires that the federation shall comprise of Nepal

Police and a provincial police organization for each

province. [Kathmandu Post, The Himalayan Times]
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Nepal: Conflict victims oppose

transitional justice law amendment

(ot) Victims of conflict and human rights activists raised

serious objections to the proposed amendments to

law concerning transitional justice, saying that it

reinforces the climate of impunity. The amendment

grants transitional justice bodies the discretionary

power to reduce the severity of sentencing if the

perpetrators help with the investigation, or apologize

and express a commitment to not repeat their crimes.

The draft amendment also provides for options of

‘open jail’ or ‘community service’, instead of

incarceration. [The Himalayan Times, Kathmandu Post,

Nepali Times]

 

Maldives: Changes to tighten eligibility

criteria proposed three months ahead of

polls

(jm) The Maldivian Parliament is discussing

amendments to the Presidential Elections Act that aim

at stricter eligibility criteria for the presidency. The

Constitution currently states that “an elected leader

must be Maldivian citizen born to parents who are

Maldivian citizens and must not be a foreign citizen”

whereas the amendments will add that “a Maldivian

who has had dual citizenship will be barred from

running in a presidential election for 10 years after

renouncing foreign citizenship”. Other amendments

were also discussed last week, such as banning

individuals from running for the presidency if they

have been granted asylum abroad (such as Ex-

President Nasheed…). Many measure, which are being

fast-tracked by the government, are allegedly aimed at

ensuring a smooth victory for the current president. 

 [Raajje, MaldivesIndependent]
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Cambodia: Hun Sen tightens grip on army

and institutions, invites election

observers from China and Myanmar

(ls) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen’s son was

promoted to two senior military posts as his father

looks to widen his family's influence and possibly build

a political dynasty. Lieutenant General Hun Manet, was

promoted to acting chief of joint staff and commander

of army headquarters. He keeps his current roles as

head of the Defence Ministry's anti-terrorism unit and

the deputy commander of Hun Sen's personal

bodyguard unit. [Straits Times]

According to a Human Rights Watch report, senior

members of Cambodia’s security forces have

committed human rights abuses that benefited Prime

Minister Hun Sen, including a crackdown on the

opposition ahead of elections next month. The 12

police and army generals accused by the report are

also long-standing members of the Central Committee

of Hun Sen’s Cambodian People’s Party (CPP). A

defense ministry spokesman said the report was unfair

and lacked evidence. [Reuters 1]

According to the report, Hun Sen was able to carry out

the crackdown in less than six months without any

backlash, because of his control over the 12 senior

military and police commanders and their

subordinates. Twelve different institutions, from the

supreme court, to local courts and government

ministries, were used to implement the crackdown.

[The Guardian]

Meanwhile, Cambodia’s National Election Committee

(NEC) announced that 50,000 observers, including

some from China, Myanmar and Singapore, will

monitor the general election on 29 July, which is widely

expected to be a landslide victory for Prime Minister

Hun Sen after the main opposition party was dissolved

last year. The NEC is reviewing applications from an

additional 800 foreign observers from non-
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governmental organizations seeking to monitor the

election. [Reuters 2]

 

Indonesia: Local and regional elections

with mixed results

(ls) Last week’s local and regional elections produced

mixed results as regards support for Indonesian

president Joko Widodo’s party and his main

opponents. Indonesians went to the polls to choose

governors for half of the country’s 34 provinces, a

similar number of city mayors and 115 district chiefs.

The official results will be published this week. Based

on already available information, voters in three of the

country’s biggest provinces (East Java, West Java and

South Sulawesi) elected several reformers over

powerful incumbents, which bodes well for the re-

election chances for Widodo, who’s own background

was reflected in some of this week’s winners. [South

China Morning Post]

Other results, however, may show how much Widodo’s

Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P) is

struggling in some of the local elections. The party

apparently lost in several provinces, especially those

most densely populated, including parts of East and

West Java, North Sumatra, and West Kalimantan. The

regional elections are regarded by some political

analysts as tests for the 2019 Presidential elections, in

which Widodo is again expected to be opposed by

Prabowo Subianto, the former Special Forces general

whom he defeated in 2014. [Asia Sentinel]

The polls in Java have always been seen as a proxy

battle between the president and his main opponent

Subianto. In order to succeed, Widodo might need an

ally at the helm of West Java, an electorate with more

than 30 million voters, most of whom supported

Prabowo in the last election. [The Diplomat; Straits

Times]

Nonetheless, a resounding win by the mayor of Bekasi,

a city of 2.7 million on the fringes of the capital Jakarta,

who was targeted by some hardline Muslims over the

construction of a church, highlights a possible failure

by Islamists to influence regional and local elections in

the world’s biggest Muslim-majority country. Religious

affiliation appeared to have played a role in North

Sumatra, though. Exit polling suggested former Jakarta

governor Ahok’s former deputy, Djarot Saiful Hidayat,

got only 15 per cent of the Muslim vote. Djarot is a

Muslim but his running mate was a Christian. [Reuters]
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Indonesia: Constitutional Court scraps

parts of controversial law on

parliamentary immunity

(ls) The Indonesian Constitutional Court ruled

unanimously to scrap a number of controversial

articles in the 2018 Legislative Institutions (MD3) Law

that gave powers to House of Representatives

lawmakers to criminalize critics. The court also

scrapped a requirement for law enforcers to secure

consent from the House’s ethics council before

launching an investigation into lawmakers. The

condition that law enforcement authorities would need

consent from the parliament’s president before

summoning lawmakers in a criminal investigation was

maintained, though. The controversial law was enacted

in February, immediately inviting condemnation aimed

at the legislative body, as well as President Joko

“Jokowi” Widodo’s administration for allowing the law

to be passed. [Jakarta Post]

 

Indonesia: Police and military responsible

for unlawful killings in Papua, says

Amnesty International

(ls) A report by Amnesty International claims that

Indonesia’s police and military are responsible for at

least 95 unlawful killings in the easternmost Papua

region since 2008, including targeted slayings of

activists, with a near-total absence of justice for the

mainly indigenous victims. According to the report,

more than half the victims were either political activists

or people taking part in peaceful protests often

unrelated to the Papuan independence movement. An

independence movement and an armed insurgency

have simmered in the formerly Dutch-controlled

region since it was annexed by Indonesia in 1963.

[Amnesty International; Fox News]

 

Laos, Myanmar downgraded in U.S.

human trafficking ranking

(ls) The U.S. State Department downgraded Myanmar

and Laos to Tier 3, its lowest ranking, in an annual

report on human trafficking released today, citing the

countries’ failure to make significant efforts to combat

the trade. With regard to Myanmar, the report referred

to the displacement of Rohingya and other ethnic
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minority groups, forced recruitment of child soldiers

and reports that government officials were complicit in

both sex and labor trafficking. [Radio Free Asia]

Efforts by Lao authorities generally failed to raise the

country above their previous year’s ranking. Laos

remains a source, destination, and transit country for

women, children, and men “subjected to sex trafficking

and forced labor,” the reports says. A large number of

victims, particularly women and girls, are exploited in

Thailand’s commercial sex industry while Lao men and

boys are forced to work in Thai fishing fleets or on

construction sites. [Asia Times]

 

Malaysia: Administrative and police

restructuring; new UMNO chief

(ls) The new Malaysian government has made major

changes to the organization of administrative and

police authorities. A number of agencies have begun

operating as entities independent of the Prime

Minister’s Department and will instead report directly

to Parliament. They include the Election Commission,

the Anti-Corruption Commission, the Human Rights

Commission of Malaysia, the Public Prosecutor’s Office,

the National Audit Department, the Public Service

Commission, the Education Service Commission and

the Judicial Appointments Commission. Meanwhile, the

Attorney-General’s Chambers is still under the Prime

Minister’s Department, but its prosecuting functions

have been placed under the Public Prosecutor’s Office.

Whether the restructuring will increase accountability

remains to be seen. [Straits Times 1]

The police force will be reorganized, with three elite

teams likely to be abolished. The units likely to be

removed are the Special Task Force for Anti-vice,

Gaming and Gangsterism (Stagg), the Special Task

Force on Organized Crime (Stafoc) and the Special

Tactical Intelligence Narcotics Group (Sting). They had

previously faced allegations of corruption and

malfeasance. [Straits Times 2]

Meanwhile, Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, 65, was elected

president of the United Malays National Organisation

(UMNO), the party of former PM Najib Razak that was

defeated in May’s general elections. Zahid was deputy

party head under Najib. [South China Morning Post]

Zahid faces major challenges as a taskforce

investigating the multi-billion dollar scandal at the

1MDB state fund froze UMNO bank accounts. [Reuters]

Zahid himself was questioned by the Malaysian Anti-

Corruption Commission (MACC) over the alleged abuse
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of funds of a foundation which is owned by his family.

It was not clear whether the MACC also touched on the

frozen accounts. [The Star]

 

Myanmar: Amnesty accuses, EU and

Canada sanction Myanmar generals over

Rohingya

(jm) A new report released by Amnesty International

says that top Myanmar military officials should be tried

for crimes against humanity for a systematic attack on

Rohingya Muslims. In addition to allegations of rape

and torture, Amnesty also declared that the offensive

was prepared by the military before the attacks

despite the Tatmadaw has always that the crackdown

was in response to an insurgency. The NGO urged the

International Criminal Court to try 13 military leaders

which seems unlikely since Myanmar is not a member

to the Rome Statute and the United Nations Security

Council would face the opposition of Russia and China

before bringing the case to the Court. [BBC]

The European Union imposed sanctions on seven

senior military officials from Myanmar accused of

having played a role in the Rohingya crisis. This marks

a shift in European diplomacy that had suspended its

sanctions on Myanmar in 2012 in support to the

country’s democratic transition. Canada sanctioned the

same 7 militaries. [Reuters 1]

Meanwhile, a copy of a secret Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) signed between the United

Nations and Myanmar about the Rohingya crisis

recently leaked. One provision in it says that “returnees

will enjoy the same freedom of movement as all other

Myanmar nationals in Rakhine State, in conformity

with existing laws and regulations.” This was criticized

by rights groups as it means that the MoU neither

provides freedom of movement for Rohingya in the

whole country, but only in the Rakhine State, nor offers

any path to full citizenship. [Reuters 2]

 

Thailand: Elections to be held at the latest

in May next year

(ot) In the latest development regarding the general

elections, Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam

said that the elections could be held some time

between 24 February and 5 May next year. It was

another signal for possible election delay coming from
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the military government who has repeatedly promised

that polls will be in February next year.

The statement came after the junta’s first meeting with

political parties where they reportedly discussed legal

issues and regulation hassles faced by the parties in

the lead-up to the election. Seventy-four political

parties attended the meeting, including the

Democrats, Chartthaipattana, and Bhumjaithai, while

the Pheu Thai and Future Forward parties turned down

the invitation, citing the lack of transparency of the

meeting. The meeting ended with the ban on political

activities still in place. [Bangkok Post 1, Bangkok Post 2,

Khaosod English]

As for the election date, Wissanu explained that it

would depend on 4 factors: the state of peace and

order following the coronation ceremony of King Maha

Vajiralongkorn, the enforcement of the organic law on

the election of the members of parliament, the

organization of local administration elections, and the

general state of peace and order in the country.  [Thai

PBS]

 

Thailand: Courts drop two lèse-majesté

cases

(ot) In two separate cases, Thai courts have dropped

charges of lèse-majesté (article 112 of the Criminal

Code), or the royal defamation law, against two

political dissents. One case was against a civil rights

lawyer who was arbitrarily arrested for sedition and

royal defamation and has been in pre-trial detention

for the last 14 months. Military officers accused him of

being behind a group calling for Thailand to be a

republic. The court sentenced him to 16 months in

prison for sedition, but the royal defamation charge

has been dropped without explanation, as it was not

mentioned in the court’s verdict. [Khaosod English]

Moreover, a political activist and country singer was

acquitted of royal defamation charge because of lack

of evidence, despite his guilty plea. His charge was in

relation to speeches he made at rallies supporting

ousted Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra in 2013. He

was previously found guilty of lèse-majesté and is

currently serving a jail sentence. [The Nation]

The lèse-majesté law is often criticized for its potential

to stifle freedom of speech by punishing political

dissidents and activists. The arrests, detentions, and

prosecutions of persons for lèse-majesté have

increased substantially since the 2014 coup. Most of

the cases have resulted in convictions and lengthy
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prison terms. At least 162 people have been charged

under the lèse-majesté law since the military seized

power. [Thai Lawyers for Human Rights]

 

International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia

 

 

China: Advancing military capabilities

(dql) Chinese state media report that China is

developing a rocket that would be the most powerful

worldwide. The Long March-9 rocket whose

construction is expected to be complete by 2030,

would be capable of delivering 140 tons payloads into

low orbit and would surpass the 130 tons of NASA's

Space Launch System, which is due to become

operational in 2020. [First Post]

 

China-US relations: Tensions and worries

remain un-defused after Mattis’ visit to

Beijing

(dql) US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis' talks with

President Xi and Defense Minister Wei last week failed

to soothe US-Sino tensions as China appeared

uncompromising on the issues it sees as its core

interests such as Taiwan and the South China Sea.

Rebuking Mattis’ questioning of Beijing’s militarization

of the South China Sea during the talks, Chinese state

media quote Xi saying that “not a single inch of the

territory left behind by our ancestors must be lost”.

[South China Morning Post]
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Japan: US Lockheed Martin Corp's

advanced radar selected for purchase

(dql) According to Defense Ministry source, Japan has

picked Lockheed Martin Corp's advanced radar for the

country’s multibillion-dollar missile defense system.

Japan intends to purchase two Aegis Ashore batteries

for deployment in 2023 in a move to upgrade its

missile defenses against the arsenals of North Korea

and China. [Asahi Shimbun]

 

US postpones high level dialogue with

India

(am) For the second time this year, the US has

informed India that it has delayed the ‘2+2 dialogue’, a

high level bilateral meeting, initially scheduled to be

held in the first week of July. The dialogue was

anticipated to be centred on bolstering strategic,

security and defence partnership. [NDTV, TOI].

 

US Senate approves Trump’s choice to

lead US forces in Afghanistan

(am) The US Senate has confirmed Trump’s choice Lt.

Gen. Scott Miller to command over U.S and NATO

security forces in Afghanistan. He was confirmed by

voice vote as part of a batch of military nominations by

the Senate.

He has served as the commander of Joint Special

Operations Command since 2016, and also supervising

the elite Special Mission Units such as the Navy’s SEAL

Team Six and the Army’s Delta Force. [The Hill]

 

Seychelles: India offers $ 100 million line

of credit for defense, infrastructure

(jm) India aims to increase military cooperation with

the Seychelles and signed six agreements to that

purpose with the Island nation’s President Danny

Faure which offer a line of credit of $100 million dollars

for defense and maritime security cooperation.

Moreover, the two governments started to talk again

about a military base on Assumption island, despite
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the fact that the project was considered to be “dead”

since it faced strong opposition from Seychelles’

population and lawmakers. [Seychelles News Agency]

 

Indonesia and Malaysia build alliance in

palm oil dispute with EU

(ls) Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad has

visited Indonesian President Joko Widodo in Istana

Bogor in West Java. Both countries face similar

challenges, such as the plan by the European Union to

phase out the use of palm oil in transport fuels from

2030. Indonesia and Malaysia are two of the world’s

largest producers and exporters of palm oil. The

bilateral trade between the two countries last year was

US$17.2 billion, making Malaysia the seventh-largest

trading partner of Indonesia and its third-largest

among ASEAN member-states, after Singapore and

Thailand. [Straits Times]

 

Vietnam: First-ever participation in Rim of

the Pacific Exercise, as China is sidelined

(ls) Vietnam has sent eight naval officers to Hawaii as

the 2018 Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) Exercise, the

world’s largest multinational naval drill held every two

years, got under way last week. It was the first time

that Vietnam has been invited to participate in the

international maritime exercise that will last until the

end of July. Vietnam sent observation officers to the

drill twice in 2012 and 2016. Last March, the historic

visit of a U.S. aircraft carrier to Da Nang marked a

milestone in the diplomatic relationship between the

two countries. At the same time, the Pentagon

uninvited China from the major U.S.-hosted naval drill

in response to Beijing’s militarization of disputed

islands in the South China Sea. [VN Express]
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The Philippines: A Catholic country?

(ls) As the Philippines are currently debating whether

divorce should be legalized or not, it appears

worthwhile to have a look at the country’s religious

configuration. In an interview with the New Mandala,

Jayeel S. Cornelio, author of “Being Catholic in the

Philippines: Young People Interpreting Religion”

(Routledge 2016), unpacks the statement that “The

Philippines is a Catholic country”, and shines light on

the under-appreciated level of religious diversity in the

Philippines. [New Mandala]

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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