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Law and Politics in
East Asia

China: Xi Jinping urges strengthening
party control over armed forces

(dqgl) Speaking to members of the Central Military
Commission (CMC) and party bosses of the military’s
various districts, departments and academies,
President Xi Jinping - in his first public appearance
after the traditional annual retreat of the Communist
Party’s Standing Committee at northern seaside resort
of Beidaihe - demanded absolute loyalty of the military
to the party and its leadership and vowed to continue
to combat corruption and guard against vices within
the armed forces. [Xinhua, in Chinese]

The Beidaihe retreat is known as annual secretive
meeting of top party leaders gathered to build
consensus among them on personnel moves and
policy ideas. In addressing the party's leadership over
the military in the first public speech after Beidaihe, Xi
- who doubles as secretary-general of the party and
chairman of the CMC - sends a clear message of his
bid for a firm hold on power amid recent discontent
over his domestic and foreign policies. [South China
Morning Post] [Air 2/8/2018]
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In a related move, Xi ordered the sacking of top
officials involved in the country’s latest vaccine scandal
in which Changsheng Bio-tech, one of the China’s
biggest vaccine producers, was found to have
systematically forged data in the production of about
113,000 rabies vaccines and also made about 252,600
ineffective vaccines for diphtheria given to hundreds of
thousands of babies. The scandal has triggered
outrage across the country and raised questions on
Xi's leadership. [New York Times]

South Korea: Parliament scraps special
activity fund for lawmakers

(dqgl) In an attempt to regain public trust, South Korea's
National Assembly announced that it will scrap all
types of controversial special activity funds, with the
exception of those funds related to core national
interests, such as foreign affairs, security and trade.
Out of the 2018 special activity funds (5.3 million USD),
only minimum expenses (450.000 USD) would be paid
out while the remainder would be returned to the
treasurer. [Korea Herald]

The funds have come under fierce public criticism over
the lack of oversight of special allowances for
lawmakers as no receipts required to prove their
proper spending. [AIR 2/7/2018]

South Korea: New consultative body of
government, ruling and opposition parties
to be set up

(dqgl) In a path-breaking move, South Korea's ruling and
opposition parties agreed to launch a joint consultative
body with the government designed as a platform for
cooperation on state affairs. It aims to enhance joint
governance and improve communication between the
National Assembly and the government, as well as
ruling and opposition parties. With the first meeting
scheduled for November this, the new body will
convene at least once every three months. [Yonhap]

Japan: Ruling party'’s presidency race
heats up over revision of Art. 9

(dgl) In the race for the presidency of the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP), former Defense Minister
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Shigeru Ishiba, Prime Minister Abe’s main contender,
has come out of the wood and urged his party not to
follow Abe's call for a quick revision of the
Constitution’s war-renouncing Article 9, citing a lack of
understanding of the article among the public. [Japan
Times 1] Ishiba’s warning comes a few days after
current LDP president Abe called on his party to speed
up work to compile its plan to amend the Constitution
and to submit the plan to the next Diet session,
expected to be convened in fall. [Japan Times 2]

For an account on the historical background of the
revision of Art. 9 and the current issues at stake see
[The Diplomat].

Law and Politics in
South Asia

India: 1st Hindu court set up

(am) Reacting on the announcement of the All-India
Muslim Personal Law Board, a non-government
organisation committed to the protection and
continued applicability of Muslim Personal Law in
India, to set up Sharia courts in all districts of the
country, Akhil Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha, a Hindu
nationalist political party, announced it has established
the country's first ‘Hindu court’ ruling on matters
related to Hindus only, ranging from harassment of
Hindu women, Hindu marriages, disputes of property
or money. The party’'s move sheds light on the
contentious issue of secularism and identity politics in
India. [India.com]

In a related development, the Law Commission of India
announced that it will not propose the much awaited
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Uniform Civil Code (UCC) to replace personal laws
based on the scriptures and customs of each major
religious community in India with a common set of
rules governing every citizen. The Commission referred
in its decision to the sixth appendix of the constitution
which protects personal laws in tribal majority regions.
The Commission will now pass only revisions to some
personal laws to the government. [News 18]

India: Ministry of Interior panel considers
changes in law on lynchings

(am) A central government sponsored draft report on
lynching and mob violence of an informal three-
member group has brought forward suggestions for
amendments to the Indian Penal Code and Code of
Criminal Procedure, including strengthening police
action against violent mobs and crimes committed by
them, making such crimes crime non-bailable, fast-
tracking trial in such cases through special courts, and
providing compensation to the victims from a central
fund. [Indian Express]

Pakistan: Imran Khan sworn in as PM, new
cabinet installed to lead the country

(ot) Imran Khan has been sworn in as prime minister
after his Paskistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party won the
most seats in the 25 July national elections and allied
with independents to form a coalition. Khan
campaigned against Pakistan’s corrupt, dynastic
politicians. Economically, he promised to redistribute
wealth, make more people pay taxes, and improve the
living standard of the people. In his first address to the
nation, Khan vowed to transform Pakistan into an
Islamic welfare state through comprehensive reforms.
[Pakistan Today 1]

His cabinet comprises 21 ministries, with 16 ministers
and 5 advisors. The rest of the ministries are retained
by Khan himself, including interior, privatization,
population welfare, energy, and maritime security.
[Pakistan Today 2]

However, forced to rely on smaller parties, and with
the opposition controlling the Senate, Khan's
administration would struggle to push through actions
without major compromises. An increasingly assertive
judiciary could also be a challenge holding the
government back. [Reuters]


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-x/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-m/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-c/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-q/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-a/

Critics accused Khan and his team of inexperience,
including in foreign policy, which analysts said could
affect Khan's political future. If his foreign policy differs
from that of influential generals, Khan could fail to
complete a full five-year term, similar to other civilian
leaders. Many are also concerned that Khan will not
put forward aggressive action against Islamist militants
because of his increasingly conservative stance on
religion and human rights. [The Guardian, Pakistan
Today 3]

Nepal: New citizenship bill discriminatory
against women

(ot) Nepal's parliament is debating an amendment of
the Nepal Citizenship bill that could make it difficult for
women to pass on their citizenship to their children.
Protestors took the streets of Kathmandu against the
proposed bill, saying it treats women as second-class
citizens. Women lawmakers have also sought revision
of the discriminatory bill that violates the constitution
which ensures equal citizenship for everyone. [Al
Jazeera, The Himalayan Times]

Nepal: NGO funding under increased
scrutiny

(ot) The Nepali government is preparing a new national
strategy for combating money laundering and terror
financing that could result in the increased scrutiny of
the financial transactions and activities of local and
international non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
It will be the first time that NGOs are brought under
the anti-money laundering regime, which met with
some opposition. [Kathmandu Post]

Sri Lanka: Uncertainty over the coming
provincial council elections


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-f/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-z/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-z/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-v/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-v/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-e/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-s/

(jm) The Sri Lankan government enacted a piece of
legislation last year to modify the provincial election
system. But the new law has still not been adopted by
the parliament and the Election Commission
expressed doubts on the possibility to implement this
system for the next polls that should be held in
January. [Daily Mirror 1] But the government rejected
the idea of keeping the old system for this specific
election by announcing that the polls won't occur
before the Parliament has pronounced its decision on
that legislation. [Daily Mirror 2]

Maldives struggling with foreign concerns
over coming elections

(jm) With presidential polls approaching next month -
23rd September -, the Maldivian government
reiterated its invitation to international observers to
confirm that the polls will be free and fair amid
concerns from the side of the US, India and the
European Union. [Avas]

Law and Politics in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: Spotlight on a prominent
imprisoned human rights defender
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(Is) In August 2016, Cambodian human rights defender
Tep Vanny was arrested and detained after protesting
against the imprisonment of a group of land rights
workers known as the Adhoc 5. She was convicted and
sentenced to 30 months in prison in February 2017 for
“insulting and obstructing public officials”. An appeal
was rejected later that year. The Southeast Asia Globe
presents the timeline of the case which stands pars
pro toto for the fate of human rights/land rights
defenders and activists not only in Cambodia, but
throughout numerous Southeast Asian countries.
[Southeast Asia Globe]

Indonesia: Violent “clean-up” by police
ahead of Asian Games

(Is) Amnesty International reports that Indonesian
police have killed dozens of people in efforts to make
the country safe for the Asian Games held in Jakarta
and Palembang from 18 August to 2 September.
According to the report, many of these killings
occurred during police operations explicitly devised to
prepare the cities for hosting the multi-sport event.
Before one “Public Safety Operation” that took place in
July, high ranking police officials publicly announced
that their personnel would take “firm actions”,
including shooting on-sight anyone who resisted arrest
or attacked police officers: “if they fight the officers
during the arrest then have no doubt, just shoot
them.” [Amnesty International]

Malaysia: Parliament repeals fake news
law as PH is in office for 100 days

(Is) Malaysia was the Southeast Asia’s first country to
have introduced an anti-fake news act, and it has now
become the world's first to have repealed it again. The
law was enacted in April this year by previous prime
minister Najib Razak, and was widely criticized at the
time as an assault on free speech and a tool to cover
up scandals such as the TMDB embezzlement case.
Rights groups celebrated the repeal. Nonetheless,
Malaysia still has strict sedition laws and other acts
restricting press freedom, such as the Communications
and Multimedia Act 1998. Lawmakers in Cambodia, the
Philippines and Singapore are still considering the
introduction of anti-fake-news legislation. [The
Guardian] [Straits Times 1]

In a related development, the new Pakatan Harapan
(PH) government announced to introduce a freedom of
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information act. However, before a draft will be
produced, the government wants to conduct an in-
depth study to ensure that the law would not
contravene any existing laws. In addition, the
Whistleblower Protection Act 2010, the Official Secrets
Act 1972 and the Witness Protection Act 2009 are to be
reviewed as well. [Straits Times 2]

As the PH coalition’s first 100 days in office have
passed, the assessment of Prime Minister Mahatir's
delivery on campaign promises appears to be mixed.
The South China Morning Post found that only few
promises have been kept. These included abolishing
the goods and services tax (GST) and stabilizing the
price of petrol. Even Mahatir himself admitted already
that the PH alliance may have overpromised during the
campaign on the assumption that it would not gain
power. Nonetheless, nationwide approval rates remain
high, as the new government's crackdown on
corruption is particularly popular throughout the
country. [South China Morning Post] [The Diplomat]

From a human rights perspective, Amnesty
International said that credit must be given for the
repeal of the Anti-Fake News Act, the promise to
review the use of the death penalty and the release or
acquittal of several government critics. Nonetheless,
Amnesty pointed also to PH’s promises to address
human rights issues related to the Sedition Act and the
Security Offences (Special Measures) Act (SOSMA), as
well as the situation of LGBTI people in Malaysia.
[Amnesty International]

Myanmar: Sanctions against Myanmar
military; Facebook reacts to criticism

(jm) After the European Union and Canada, the USA
has imposed sanctions on the Myanmar military for
“ethnic cleansing, massacres, sexual assault,
extrajudicial killings and other serious human rights
abuses” committed against Rohingya people. The
sanctions target four individual persons and two
military units. [New York Times]

Meanwhile, Facebook acknowledged the problem of
regular hate speeche and fake news against the
Muslim community and explained the company’s
failure to intervene by the lack of Burmese speaking
staff. The social media network said that 60 Burmese
speakers have been hired since June. [Reuters 1].
Researchers and human rights activists have been
warning Facebook for years about how its platform
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was being used to spread hatred against the Rohingya
and other Muslims in Myanmar. [Reuters 2]

The Thai-led Rakhine advisory panel submitted to State
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi its final report
consisting of 12 points implement the
recommendations of the Kofi Annan-led commission
on northern Rakhine. The two most important
recommendations are concerning the establishment of
an independent inquiry commission on accusations of
human rights abuses made by the Tatmadaw in
northern Rakhine and the need of fair investigations
on this issue. The government reiterated that it is not
willing to be subjected to international pressure.
[Myanmar Times]

Myanmar: Villagers flee skirmishes
between armed ethnic groups

(jm) Nearly 1,700 people fled their homes because of a
five-hour fight in Shan state. The Restoration Council of
Shan State (RCSS) that signed the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) fights against the Northern Alliance’s
Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) and Shan State
Progress Party (SSPP), two Northern Alliance armed
groups that are not part to the NCA. The Tatmadaw,
the Northern Alliance groups and RCSS all claim that
the area of Namtu is under their control. [Myanmar
Times]

Philippines: The Duterte-Marcos dynasty
in the making?

(Is) Nine months away from Philippine mid-term
elections, President Rodrigo Duterte’s daughter, Sara
Duterte, is fast emerging as a power-broker who is
aiming to shore up support for her father’s policy
agenda, as the mid-terms could determine the success
or failure of his presidency. The question is whether
she is getting prepared for his eventual succession.
Rodrigo Duterte himself has repeatedly stated that he
was not planning to finish his term. As AiR reported in
July, Sara Duterte was instrumental in bringing
together political factions to oust House speaker
Pantaleon Alvarez, replacing him with ex-president
Gloria Arroyo, a move that was also supported by Imee
Marcos, daughter of ex-President Ferdinand Marcos
who ruled the Philippines for two decades before
being ousted in a 1986 uprising. [Reuters 1]
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Duterte himself said that he was prepared to step
down if Ferdinand Marcos Jr., nick-named Bongbong
and son of ex-President Marcos, could take over.
Currently, Duterte was reluctant to do so because it
would mean handing power to Vice President Leni
Robredo who leads the opposition party. Robredo was
not Duterte’s choice for vice president and was elected
having narrowly defeated Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
[Reuters 2]

Thailand: General elections to be held by
May 2019 at the latest, new election
commissioners in place for poll
preparation, despite activity ban

(ot) The chairman of the Election Commission (EC) said
that the general elections will likely take place between
24 February and 5 May 2018. The election for senators
will have to be completed at least 15 days before the
MP election. Both the laws on the election of senators
and MPs are currently being received by the King, who
has until mid-September to grant royal endorsement.
Under the 2017 Constitution, an election must be held
within 150 days after the law concerning the election of
MPs comes into force. The royal decree setting the
date for MP election is expected to be issued on 4
January. [Bangkok Post 1]

In addition, the National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO) spokesperson said that the NCPO will continue
to maintain law and order in the period leading up to
the election. Closely watching the activities of all
political groups and parties, they have, so far, not
found anything of national security concern that might
result in another election delay. [Bangkok Post 2, The
Nation 1, Khaosod English 1]

Meanwhile, the ban on political activities, including
party meetings and election campaigns, remains in
place. However, the military government is heavily
criticized for being unfair in imposing these
restrictions. Prime Mister General Prayuth Chan-O-Cha
himself has been touring the country to meet people
over the month, which is seen by many sides as
campaigning. The Sam Mitr group (Three Allies) of
three pro-regime politicians has also continued to
meet with politicians to persuade them to join the
newly established Palang Pracharat Party, which
supports PM Prayut's return as premier after the next
election. Deputy Prime Minister General Prawit
Wongsuwon recently defended the group, saying they
were not violating the ban as the group is not
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registered as a political party. [Khaosod English 2,
Khaosod English 3]

For his part, PM Prayut said he will announce in
September whether he will take part in politics, and if
so, which party he will join. Under the constitution, he
could also be chosen as “outsider prime minister” by
the parliament comprising the House of
representatives and the fully appointed Senate, if the
winning party’'s candidate fails to get enough votes.
[Bangkok Post 3, The Nation 2]

In another election-related development, the
appointment of five of the overall seven EC members
has received royal endorsement. Though selection of
the last two seats is underway, the new commissioners
will now officially take over the previous commission’s
work in preparing for the general elections. [The
Nation 3]

Thailand: Absolute power invoked for two
dismissals

(ot) NCPO chairman and prime minister General Prayut
Chan-0-Cha invoked his absolute power under Article
44 of the interim charter, but which remains enshrined
in the current constitution, to dismiss the director of
the Anti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO). The move
came as a surprise because the director was just
appointed a month ago. The government has yet to
give an explanation regarding the sudden firing, but
critics suspected that it is trying to assert authority
over the agency, which operates independently of the
government. [Khaosod English]

Another order under Article 44 was issued this week,
releaving Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwon,
who earlier this year was hit by a scandal over his
collection of luxury watches, from his duties as head
advisor of the National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC). However, it was denied that the dismissal was
the result of the scandal, but rather an attempt to
reduce Prawit's workload. The agency has been
investigating Prawit's case since late last year, but so
far failed to rule whether there was any violation of a
law. [The Nation]

Vietnam: Another activist receives
another long prison sentence


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-td/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-th/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-tk/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-tu/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-il/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-il/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-ir/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-iy/

(Is) A court in central Vietnam sentenced an activist to
20 years in prison and five years of house arrest after
finding him guilty of attempting to overthrow the
Communist government, in a case decried by
international rights groups. The activist, Le Dinh Luong,
was convicted of encouraging others to join the Viet
Tan group in exile in the United States. He had also
participated in and instigated others to join protests
against environmental pollution by a steel complex
owned by Taiwan's Formosa Plastic Group in several
central provinces in 2016. [Washington Post]

Luong's trial came two months after Vietnamese
legislators approved a cybersecurity law that tightens
control of the internet and global tech companies
operating in the country, raising fears of economic
harm and a further crackdown on dissent. [Reuters]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

China’s military modernization: Last batch
of Russian Su-35 fighter jets to be
delivered soon

(dqgl) The Russian government confirmed that ten
Sukhoi Su-35 multirole fighters along with missiles and
other logistical support will be delivered to China by
end of this year, further increasing the capabilities of
the Chinese air force. The delivery is the last of three
batches according to a 2.5 billion USD purchase
agreement for 24 SU-35 fighter jets in 2015 with the


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-ij/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bhdyutl-l-it/

first four delivered in 2016 and another ten last year.
[South China Morning Post]

The selling of military technology and equipment of
highest quality to China reflects the ongoing deepening
of Sino-Russian relations, reinforced by both countries'
confrontation with the US which has recently
announced to issue new sanctions against Russia over
the poisoning of former Russian spy Scripal and
increased tariffs against Chinese goods. [ABC]

Meanwhile, the US Department of Defense in its
recently published Annual Report to Congress on
military and security developments regarding China
accuses China of applying “a variety of methods to
acquire foreign military and dualuse technologies,
including targeted foreign direct investment, cyber
theft, and exploitation of private Chinese nationals’
access to these technologies” to support military
modernization which “targets capabilities with the
potential to degrade core U.S. operational and
technological advantages.” The report further stated
that with the People’s Liberation Army Air Force having
been “re-assigned a nuclear mission”, China was
pursuing nuclear capability for its long-range bombers.
[DoD Annual Report to Congress] [The Diplomat]

China-US trade dispute: Talks to be
resumed

(dgl) Amid an escalating trade dispute, China and the
US are set to resume efforts to ease trade tensions as
U.S. Treasury Under Secretary David Malpass will meet
his Chinese counterpart Wang Shouwen in Washington
this week. It is the first meeting between senior
officials since the last one in June at which both sides
failed to reach a settlement. Since then, both

sides have been locked in tit-for-tat tariffs rounds, with
tariffs on 50 billion USD in goods by each country
expected to take effect by Thursday. [CBS] [Reuters]

China-Malaysia relations in the spotlight
as Mahatir visits Beijing

(Is) Malaysia wants to improve its business and
economic relations with China, said Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad, as he visited Beijing.
Regarding the large debts Malaysia owes China, he
largely put the responsibility for these claims on his
predecessor Najib Razak. Part of Mahatir's agenda for
the trip was to renegotiate the terms of over US$20
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billion of Beijing-backed projects. As observers have
noted, Mahathir was more direct in his criticism of
China before the election, but that “economic realities”
may have come into play now he is in power.
[Bernama] [South China Morning Post]

Apart from renegotiating infrastructure deals and
trade issues, the two countries’ strategic ties and the
South China Sea dispute have been discussed in
meetings with Xi Jinping and Li Kegiang. Mahathir
seeks to reposition Malaysia internationally, which may
also have implications for ASEAN's global role. He is
engaging the Chinese, and there are indications of a
revival of his Look East policy of the 1980s and 1990s in
which Japan played a major role with investment and
technology transfer. [The Diplomat]

Japan-India relations: Expanding defense
ties

(dgl) Facing China's increasing maritime assertiveness,
the defense ministers of India and Japan agreed to
begin talks as soon as possible on an agreement that
would allow the Japanese Self-Defense Forces and
India's military to provide each other with supplies,
such as fuel, transportation and other services. Both
sides also agreed that the Air SDF will be observer at
the next joint drills of U.S. and Indian air forces. The
agreement signals a new stage in national security
cooperation between the two countries. [Nikkei Asian
Review]

Meanwhile, the Japan's Defense Ministry's Maritime
Staff Office announced that it will dispatch three
destroyers to the South China Sea and the Indian
Ocean from Sunday through October with port calls in
India, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Indonesia and the
Philippines. [Japan Times]

Japan: Tokyo in talks with Berlin and Paris
to sell patrol plane technology

(dql) In attempt to boost its defense-related exports,
Japan has entered into talks with the governments of
France and Germany to provide parts and technology
for a patrol aircraft the European countries are
developing together. Berlin and Paris are reportedly
interested in advanced technology used in Kawasaki
Heavy Industries' P-1 patrol aircraft, used by Japan's
Maritime Self-Defense Force. [Nikkei Asian Review]
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Inter-Korean relations: Diplomatic thaw
continues

(dqgl) lllustrating the ongoing diplomatic thaw between
North and South Korea following the Kim-Moon
summit in April, both sides agreed to close guard posts
along their border on a trial basis. In a trust building
measure Seoul announced to first remove about ten
posts in the demilitarized zone. [Yonhap]

In a related development, elderly South and North
Korean family members met on Monday for the first
time since the country had been divided and their
relationships torn apart by the war nearly 70 years
ago. The three-day reunion at Mount Kumgang, North
Korea, is the first for three years. [Korea Herald]

Taiwan: El Salvador latest country to cut
ties

(dql) After Burkina Faso and the Dominican Republic,
El Salvador has become the third country this year to
cut diplomatic ties with Taiwan and switch allegiance to
China, decreasing the number of countries recognizing
Taiwan to 17. [CNBC(C]

New Pakistani foreign policy to focus on
economic diplomacy and international
engagement

(ot) Newly appointed Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi ensured that the country's foreign policy will
be made “here at the Foreign Office”. It will be
reviewed with the focus on improving the standard of
life of the people through economic diplomacy and
international engagement. He said that he would send
a message of peace towards India and Afghanistan. He
also emphasized the importance of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor that will be moved forward. [The
News]

Meanwhile, U.S. Secretary of State Michael Pompeo is
likely to be the first foreign dignitary to meet newly-
elected Prime Minister Imran Khan in the first week of
September. The meeting is reportedly going to focus
on efforts to revive close ties between the two
countries and Pakistan’s support for a U.S.-led move to
start the Afghan peace process. [Pakistan Today 1]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin recently sent a
message to Khan, conveying his wishes to improve the
nations’ ties and foster economic cooperation, to
which Khan responded with keen interest. A statement
from the Russian foreign ministry also confirmed a bid
to deepened contacts in the defense sector, including
further possibilities for the sale of more military
equipment. The improvement of relations has been an
ongoing process based on mutual benefits that is also
essential for regional stability. [Pakistan Today 2]

Mauritius reclaims islands hosting US
base Diego Garcia before ICJ, claiming
Indian support

(jm) From September 3-6, the International Court of
Justice (IC)) will start to examine Mauritius' request
about the Chagos Islands, which were unilaterally
separated from the archipelago by the United Kingdom
in 1965 before Mauritius became independent.
Purpose was to establish the American military base
Diego Garcia. Since that, the Mauritius governments
have always reclaimed the territory from which 1500
inhabitants have been deported and never been
allowed to return.

Mauritius continuously claims to have a strong support
from India for its request, which is a bit tricky as Diego
Garcia is a significant strategic asset for US. [India
Today]

While the decision of the ICJ will not be binding it
would still render some support for the winning side.
[McGill Internation Review] [Los Angeles Times]

Sri Lanka: UK will provide US$ 1.3 Million
for resettlement program

(jm) The United Kingdom announced its wish to help its
former colony to recover from the 26-year civil war in
partnership with the United Nations Development
Program launching a project worth US$ 1.3 Million to
support more than 2,500 conflict-displaced persons
returning to their homes.[Daily Mirror]
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Atal Bihari Vajpayee, former Prime
Minister of India, dies at 93

(Is) Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who was India’s prime
minister from 1998 to 2004, has died. In the New York
Times' obituary, he is described as a statesman who
stunned the world by ending a decades-old
moratorium on nuclear weapons tests but
nevertheless managed to ease tensions with Pakistan
and build closer ties to the United States. In 1980,
Vajpayee helped found the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
which became the main opposition group and, in 1998,
rose to governmental power under him. Since 2014,
the BJP governs India again under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. [New York Times]

“Crazy Rich Asians”: Why it gets Singapore
wrong

(Is) Crazy Rich Asians, the film adaptation of
Singaporean author Kevin Kwan's best-selling novel
released this week in cinemas in the United States. It is
lauded as a progressive film that addresses the role of
Asians in America, and it received an impressively high
rating on Rotten Tomatoes. However, Kirsten Han
writes that the film’s depiction of Singapore is
startlingly flawed. For instance, she criticizes that the
all-East Asian cast is a misrepresentation of Singapore
at the most basic level, obscuring Malay, Indian,
Eurasian, and more populations who make the country
culturally rich, and that the film perpetuates the
existing Chinese dominance in mainstream media and
pop culture. Moreover, she argues that promoting an
image of Singapore as a megarich hub of excess
papers over the urgent struggles that people face on
the ground. [Vox]
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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