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Background on the situation in China’s

Xinjiang province 

(jk) More details are emerging about the hundreds of

thousands of people of Uyghur and Kazakh descent

that are being held indefinitely in extra-judicial

internment camps in Xinjiang mostly based on

religious and ethnic persecution. The province that is

home to a mere 1.5 percent of China’s population has

been turned into a totalitarian police state, in which 20

percent of all criminal arrests in China take place

today, usually in the name of counter-terrorism and

social stability. China officially denies most of the

allegations and instead of the term “re-education

camp”, the Chinese government officially calls these

facilities “transformation through education” or

“counter-extremism education” centers. A good

overview of the situation, including some links for

further reading is provided here [Sup China].

With more evidence of the camps and the occasional

witness statement and more investigative reporting

emerging, some Chinese officials change the denial

strategy slightly and double down on the official

reasoning behind the camps: Not only China, but also

most other countries in the world have counter-

terrorism strategies and according to the Ambassador

of China to the UK, “terrorism is the common enemy of

all mankind and the infiltration of religious extremism

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bklirjd-l-j/


is a common challenge to the whole world. Every

country needs to tackle this challenge effectively. It is

time to stop blaming China for taking lawful and

effective preventive measures.” [FT] The global

response to the realities Muslims are facing in China’s

far west has thus far been fairly muted, including from

other Muslim nations. The German government has

recently suspended deportations of Uighurs to China

until further notice [DW]. Some businesses however,

often used to walking a tightrope between Chinese

market access and what needs to be done to get it, are

still involved there. An interesting example is the US

National Basketball Association (NBA) running a

training centre in Xinjiang’s capital Ürümqi [Slate].

 

China: More propaganda, not less. Also,

more rule by law!

(jk) At the two-day National Propaganda and Ideology

Work Conference, which concluded on Wednesday,

Chinese President Xi Jinping has called for more and

better propaganda efforts. He stated that “the Party

Central Committee’s decisions and deployments on

propaganda and ideological work are absolutely

correct” and needed to preserve political security. He

also mentioned the internet as a key and biggest

contributor to “our project”. This does not indicate that

China will loosen internet restrictions and efforts to

shape a certain narrative anytime soon. In fact, the

opposite is the case. [Centre for Advanced China

Research, CPC News, in Chinese]

In addition to this, Xi has named former top internet

regulator and trusted CCP cadre Xu Lin as the new

head of the Cabinet-level State Council Information

Office which is responsible for international

propaganda operations [AP].

Last week, Xi also chaired the first session of another

commission that was created at the end March as part

of the government restructure efforts. The Central

Commission for Comprehensively Ruling the Country

by Law has a broad mandate of making sure that the

legislature makes laws "scientifically”, it is enforced

strictly by the government, that the judicial system

makes judgments impartially and that the people

abide by the law [Trivium]. Xi called for more efforts to

build a law-based government, deepen judicial system

reform, promote a culture of rule of law in the society,

and improve the training of professionals for

legislation, law enforcement and judicial work. [CGTN]

Thus far, there are few details on the commission’s

work, but generally speaking, law reform in China is
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party-led and should not be confused with a Western

interpretation of rule of law. 

 

China enticing Hong Kong, Macau and

Taiwan with the prospects of residency

benefits

(jk) Beijing recently announced that China will issue the

same type of personal identification card to Hong

Kong, Macau, and Taiwan residents who live in China

for six months or longer. The ID card will allow all

holders access to benefits that the rest of the Chinese

citizens have, including employment, education,

insurance, and housing funding. In order to apply,

applicants need to provide their personal information

and finger prints to the Public Security Bureau.

Allegedly, the ID card would also contain an embedded

chip to track an individual’s whereabouts. The status

can however be revoked through "harming national

sovereignty, security, honor and interest." [CNBC]

While Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam welcomed

the development, Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen

said that the ID card is only a piece of card and does

not mean that we (the Taiwan Government)

acknowledge the political system it represents.

Another Taiwan official has reminded Taiwan residents

that the Chinese government has been escalating

surveillance of its residents. [VoA]

 

South Korea: Children in immigration

detention centers

(nm) The detention of immigrant children in South

Korea has been criticized by the National Human

Rights Commission Korea, which advised the

government to rework the laws that allow the

detention of young children in prison-like detention

centers under deportation order for an indefinite

amount of time. Sometimes detainees have to stay in

the centers for a year or longer without clarification

about their date of release. Furthermore, they might

be separated from their families and not have access

to the internet or telephones. According to the

commission, between 2015 and 2017, 225 children

were detained. [Korea Herald]
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India’s federalism under pressure: Debate

over contentious constitutional provision,

granting privileges to residents of Jammu

and Kasmir State, heats up

(dql) India’s Supreme Court adjourned its hearing on a

fresh petition seeking to scrap article 35A of the Indian

Constitution which empowers the legislature of the

Muslim-majority State of Jammu and Kashmir to define

‘permanent residents’ and grant them special rights

and privileges including employment under the State

Government, acquisition of immovable property in the

State, settlement in the State; or right to scholarships

and such other forms of aid as the State Government

may provide. [The Constitution of India, Application to

Jammu and Kashmir] Earlier, the apex court had

already adjourned the hearing on a batch of petitions

in the same matter. [Times of India]

While Art. 35A has been criticized by the petitioners for

violating the constitutionally guaranteed rights to

equality and to freedom to reside and settle in any part

of the territory of India and to practise any profession,

trade and business [Live Law], defenders of the article

threatened mass agitation across the state should the

Supreme Court scrap the article. [Kashmir Reader]

In a latest development, clashes erupted on Monday

during protests staged in support Article 35A various

parts of Kashmir, leaving nearly two dozen people

injured. [The Tribune]
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Pakistan: PTI-led government starts

bureaucracy reshuffling; appointments of

House and Opposition Leaders

(ot) Pakistan’s federal cabinet under the Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government approved the

transfers of key posts in governmental agencies in an

effort to tighten its hold on bureaucracy. The PTI also

announced the names of the 23 members who will sit

in the cabinet of Punjab, and is likely to replace several

other officials in the province. [Pakistan Today 1,

Pakistan Today 2]

Meanwhile, PTI senator Shibi Faraz was appointed the

leader of the House, while Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N) leader Raja Zafarul Haq was named the

leader of the opposition. Haq replaced Pakistan

People’s Party (PPP) Senator Sherry Rehman, after the

PPP’s candidate was rejected by other opposition

parties. The so-called grand opposition alliance

appears to face difficulties in agreeing on major

decisions, including presidential candidates. The first

opposition meeting also took place this week. [Pakistan

Today]

 

Concerns regarding coming elections in

the Maldives

(jm) Human Rights Watch (HRW) expressed its concern

over the coming presidential election in the Maldives

on 23 September 2018 after police arrests of

opposition activists. The NGO denounces a campaign

of arrestation against those who criticize the

government and an instrumentalization of the Election

Commission that has made multiple changes and u-

turns in regulating voter registration. [Human Rights

Watch]

 

Criticism over Nepal’s new Citizenship Bill

(ot) Nepal has drafted a new Citizenship Bill that has

come under criticism as it is said to discriminate

against women on several levels. Several lawmakers

have noted that the bill does not treat men and

women equally when it comes to passing on their

citizenship to their children. Women, for example,

would have to make a statement that they do not

know who the father of their child is to be able to pass

on the Nepali citizenship to said child. [Himalayan
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Times 1] Others have mentioned positive aspects of

the bill, such as equal lineage rights and an equal

share of parental property for daughters. [Himalayan

Times 2]

 

Nepal: Crime reform and press freedom

(ot) The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ)

criticized Nepal’s new Criminal Code for restricting

press freedom and expression. The new law prohibits,

amongst others, slander and libel, even those that are

satirical, as well as publishing private information

without consent or taking photographs without

consent. [Himalayan Times] [Channel News Asia 1] Last

week, a man was arrested for posting pictures on

Facebook that shows Nepali Prime Minister K.P. Oli’s

head on a monkey and on a naked human body.

[Channel News Asia 2]

 

Sri Lanka: Rajapaksa wants a third term

despite constitutional limits

(jm) Sri Lanka’s former President Mahinda Rajapaksa,

who served two consecutive terms in office from 2005

to 2015, plans to run as a candidate in the next

presidential election held next year despite a

constitutional provision preventing anyone from

serving more than two presidential terms. The “joint

opposition” has called on Rajapaksa for being their

candidate at the next election and announced to

challenge the retrospective effect of the 19th

amendment in the Supreme Court. [The Hindu] [Daily

Mirror]
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Release of Cambodian political prisoners

displays government’s strategic clemency

(ls) After its landslide victory in July’s general election,

which was marked as flawed and unfair by Western

observers, the government of Prime Minister Hun Sen

demonstrates strategic clemency. Several Cambodian

activists and journalists have been released from

prison in recent days. King Norodom Sihamoni issued

the pardons on the request of the prime minister.

The released included prominent land rights activist

Tep Vanny (see last week’s AiR edition) and three of her

colleagues, two former Radio Free Asia reporters who

had spent more than nine months behind bars on

espionage charges, and an opposition lawmaker of the

banned opposition Cambodia National Rescue Party

(CNRP) who was jailed in late 2016 over his criticism of

Hun Sen’s government for using contested maps as a

guideline to demarcating the border with Vietnam.

[Radio Free Asia] [Straits Times] [South China Morning

Post]

However, Kem Sokha, the former CNRP leader who is

accused of treason, was denied bail by the Cambodian

Supreme Court. After his arrest in September 2017, he

has been held without trial for nearly a year. The

abolition of the CNRP, which came close to winning the

2013 election, and which made unprecedented gains in

nationwide local polls last summer, left Hun Sen’s

Cambodian People’s Party with only little opposition at

the polls last month. [New York Times]

Analysts had predicted that Hun Sen could use

pardons to help deflect criticism from the election. The

pardons are based on political considerations and

demonstrate the government’s awareness of domestic

and international pressure. The no-pardon for Kem

Sokha, however, also shows the limits of public

clemency. Kem Sokha served as the minority leader of

the National Assembly from December 2016 to January
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2017 and previously as the First Vice President of the

National Assembly from August 2014 to October 2015.

He still enjoys widespread public support throughout

Cambodia.

Meanwhile, the government’s surveillance of internet

activities shows an increasingly chilling effect on public

discourse. An Al Jazeera report describes how

politically interested persons and activists partly revert

to actual, physical meetings in order to evade state

control. [Al Jazeera]

 

Indonesian minister, Widodo ally, resigns

over corruption charges

(ls) Indonesia's Social Affairs Minister and top Golkar

Party politician Idrus Marham resigned after he had

been implicated in an embezzlement case related to

the development of a coal-powered plant. He is the

first member of President Joko Widodo's cabinet to be

named a suspect in a graft investigation. With Idrus,

Widodo loses a key ally. His appointment was seen as a

move by the president to secure support from Golkar

for his bid for re-election next year. [Straits Times]

 

Prosecution of Malaysian LGBT

community in the spotlight

(ls) In Muslim-majority Malaysia, where sexual activities

between people of the same sex are punishable under

federal and several state laws, recent crackdowns on

homosexual people demonstrate the newly elected

government’s firm position under Prime Minister

Mohamad Mahatir.

Earlier this month, the government minister for

religious affairs ordered the removal of portraits of two

LGBT rights activist from a display of photographs of

Malaysians at a public festival, citing the government’s

policy of “not promoting LGBT rights.” Over the

weekend, a night club in Kuala Lumpur popular with

the LGBT community was raided by the police.

Government minister Khalid Samad later released a

statement saying “hopefully this initiative can mitigate

the LGBT culture from spreading into our society.”

Moreover, a court convicted two women for same-sex

relations, violating a state Shariah law that criminalizes

sex between women and sentenced each to six strokes

of the cane and a fine. Public anger against LGBT

people was on display when a transgender woman was

beaten up by a group of assailants last week with sticks
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and plastic pipes in Seremban, a town south of the

Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur. [The Guardian]

[Reuters]

The incidents demonstrate that initial widespread

euphoria among rights activists after the election of

Mahatir’s Pakatan Harapan (PH) coalition needs to be

qualified. As Human Rights Watch points out, the

criminalization of sexual relations between women

may indeed violate Malaysia’s obligations under the

United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All

Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).

[Human Rights Watch]

 

Hunger strike over SOSMA ends in

Malaysia

(ls) A total of 118 detainees held under the Malaysian

Security Offences (Special Measures) Act (SOSMA) 2012

ended a three-day hunger strike on Sunday. The

detainees’ goal was to urge the government to abolish

the Act. The government announced that the law was

still being reviewed and a special committee was

formed for the purpose. The Deputy Minister in the

Prime Minister's Department in charge of legal affairs,

however, described SOSMA as a form of tyranny. In its

election campaign and again after taking office, the

Pakatan Harapan coalition of Mohamad Mahatir

promised the removal and relaxation of certain

security legislation, including SOSMA. [Straits Times]

[New Straits Times]

 

Senate’s consent reminds of current

Malaysian House-Senate divide

(ls) For the first time in history, Malaysia’ two houses of

parliament are controlled by different political

alliances. Whereas the Lower House is led by an

absolute Pakatan Harapan (PH) majority, Prime

Minister Mahatir’s coalition occupies only six of the

seventy Senate seats, compared to 33 held by Barisan

Nasional, the previously undisputed powerholder for

decades.

Nonetheless, the Upper House approved the new

government’s sales and services tax (SST) bills, which

were a signature PH project and which had been

approved by the Lower House already. According to

the Federal Constitution’s article 68(1), so called money

bills (f.ex. those involving taxation) do not require the

Senate’s approval. For other bills, however, Lower and
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Upper House need to find compromises. [Straits

Times] [Federal Constitution of Malaysia]

 

One year after crackdown on Rohingya,

international community demands

criminal prosecution

(jm) One year after the violent displacement of

Rohingya by Myanmar security forces, labeled as a

“textbook example of genocide” by United Nations

officials, a U.N. Fact Finding Mission on Myanmar

demanded criminal charges in an international court

against Myanmar’s army commander and other top

generals. The panel, led by Marzuki Darusman, a

former Indonesian attorney general, is to present its

report to the Human Rights Council in Geneva next

month. [New York Times 1] Meanwhile, new footage

captured by Rohingya people in the aftermath of the

genocidal acts emerged and constitutes further

evidence of the events. [New York Times 2]

Despite a Memorandum of Understanding between

Myanmar and Bangladesh signed in November 2017,

the repatriation of Rohingya has still not started.

Rather, since the beginning of the year, 13,000 more

refugees arrived in Bangladesh. [Reuters 1] With

700,000 refugees living in Bangladesh and between

530,000 and 600,000 homeless Rohingyas still living in

Rakhine State, the United Nations Children’s Fund

(UNICEF) sees the risk that a full generation of

Rohingya can be lost because of the inadequate living

condition. [Reuters 2]

Several areas in Myanmar (including in Rakhine State)

can be visited only with an authorization. Requests by

U.N. agencies to grant them a full access to Rakhine in

order to observe the situation were rejected by

Burmese authorities. [Reuters 3] Meanwhile, 132

deputies from five Southeast Asian parliaments

demanded Myanmar to be investigated by the

International Criminal Court in a joint statement. [The

Guardian]

Meanwhile, the Bangladeshi government considers a

new method to implement an investigation mechanism

for Myanmar. Taking the example of Syria where the

United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution

establishing the international, impartial and

independent mechanism (IIIM), Bangladesh envisions a

similar strategy for the case of Myanmar. Such

mechanism is meant to assist in the investigation and

prosecution of persons responsible for the most

serious crimes under international law by collecting
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evidence, without the involvement of a court or a

prosecutor. [BdNews24]

 

Aung San Suu Kyi calls for constitutional

amendment in Myanmar

(jm) Myanmar’s State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

called for an amendment of the country’s military-

drafted constitution. She said that the country’s

democratic transition cannot be completed until the

Constitution is amended, referring to the provisions

that ensure the Tatmadaw (military) at least 25% of the

seats in parliament and give them the power to block

any constitutional changes. She said that “we will bring

about these changes through negotiation”. [Myanmar

Times]

 

Thai anti-regime party charged with

computer crimes

(ot) Thai Police, acting on behalf of the National Council

for Peace and Order (NCPO), pressed charges against

the leader and two other senior members of the anti-

regime Future Forward Party, including its leader

Thanathorn Jungroongruangkit, for violating the

Computer Crimes Act. The police accusations stem

from a Facebook live broadcast, in which party

members allegedly violated a section of the law that

makes it a crime to transmit false information or

information that damages the country’s stability.

[Khaosod English, Bangkok Post]

 

Thai PM to invoke absolute power to ease

political ban

(ot) Thailand’s Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-

ngam said this week that Prime Minister General

Prayut Chan-O-Cha will invoke the absolute power

under Section 44 to partially ease the ban on political

activities in September. Following Gen Prayut’s latest

pledge that the election has been tentatively set for 24

February next year, the junta is planning to allow

parties to carry out some of the activities, including

holding meetings to select executives and recruiting

members, conducting primary votes to choose poll

candidates and contacting party members. However,

campaigning will only be allowed after a decree on the

election date is issued. [Bangkok Post 1, The Nation 1]
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Army chief Chalermchai Sittisad added that the military

is prepared to enforce strict security measures in

Bangkok to maintain peace and order once the long-

standing ban is lifted. [Bangkok Post 2]

 

Vietnam jails “underground operatives”

(ls) A Vietnamese court found two Vietnamese-

Americans guilty of terrorism and sentenced them to

14 years in prison for masterminding a series of bomb

plots, including the attempted bombing of Vietnam’s

largest international airport in Ho Chi Minh City last

April, and the successful bombing of a police station in

June this year. Another 10 defendants in the same trial

received prison terms of between five and 11 years for

printing leaflets, plotting to take over national radio

and calling for demonstrations. The overall twelve are

considered to be part of the Provisional National

Government of Vietnam (PNGV), a network of

underground operatives based in California, several of

whom had been detained and sentenced in recent

years. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]
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(jk) Last Thursday, the Pentagon released its

legislatively-mandated annual report to Congress on

military and security developments involving the

People’s Republic of China (PRC) 2018. The report finds

that China increasingly seeks to leverage its growing

economic, diplomatic, and military clout to establish

regional preeminence and expand the country’s

international influence. Despite Chinese willingness to

employ both military and non-military coercive

measures to advance its interests and mitigate

opposition from other countries, it does not want to

jeopardize stability of the international order as it

remains depended on it for its further development.

In addition to updating on the ongoing military

modernization, the report for the first time releases

details on the People’s Armed Forces Maritime Militia

(PAFMM) as a component of the People’s Armed

Forces. PAFMM consists of an armed reserve force of

civilians that operates under a direct military chain of

command, conducts state-sponsored activities and

answers to the very top of China’s military

bureaucracy. Together with the PLA Navy and the

Chinese Coast Guard, it forms the largest maritime

force in the Indo-Pacific.

The report and an accompanying fact sheet also state

that China “uses the Belt and Road Initiative to develop

strong ties with other countries to shape their interests

to align with China’s and deter confrontation or

criticism of China’s approach to sensitive issues.” [US

Department of Defense: full report , fact-sheet] 

 

People’s Liberation Army troops will join

the upcoming “East 2018” war games in

Russia

(jk) For the first time, the Chinese military will send

troops to take part in Russia’s biggest war games in

more than 35 years, the Vostok 2018 exercises in

Russia’s Far East Trans-Baikal region. Besides China,

Mongolia will also take part in the exercises. The joint

exercises underline a growing strategic alignment of

Russia and China after both have been labelled

strategic competitors by the US. [CBS]

 

India-China relations: Increasing military

cooperation

(nm) India and China agreed to work more closely

together on securing their common border in the
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Himalayas, during Chinese Defense Minister Wei

Fenghe's trip to India last week to meet with Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi as well as with Indian

Defense Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. [Reuters 1] Both

sides also agreed to strengthen military ties through

joint exercises and other interactions.

The talks signal improved relations between India and

China following the meeting between Modi and

Chinese President Xi Jinping in April where they agreed

to ameliorate their ties. [Reuters 2]

 

Malaysia’s cancellation of projects a

setback for China’s One Belt One Road?

(ls) Malaysia’s newly elected government decided last

week to cancel two China-financed mega projects, the

US$20 billion East Coast Rail Link and two gas pipeline

projects worth US$2.3 billion. Malaysian Prime Minister

Mahathir Mohamad said his country could not afford

the projects and they were not needed at the moment.

As Wang Xiangwei writes in the South China Morning

Post, the cancellation is another setback for China’s

One Belt One Road project, probably bringing about a

comprehensive review of the strategy with the goal of

recalibrating its ambitious investment plans. [South

China Morning Post]

 

Thailand, China sign MoUs to deepen

economic ties

(ot) Thailand and China signed five Memorandums of

Understanding for the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC)

scheme. Both countries expect to further strengthen

trade and development ties and expand strategic

cooperation in Southeast Asia. [Bangkok Post]

 

Japan sails through South China Sea as

China continues infrastructure build-up

(ls) The Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force will

dispatch three ships to the South China Sea and the

Indian Ocean. The fleet will first sail through the South

China Sea and pass through the Strait of Malacca

before proceeding to the Indian Ocean. Along with the

United States, Japan has been consistent in its stand

against China's militarization activities in the disputed

waters. [PhilStar 1]
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Meanwhile, the US Department of Defense, in its

annual report to US Congress, noted that Beijing has

stopped its land reclamation activities in the South

China Sea but has continued to build infrastructure at

three outposts. The Pentagon also reported that

Beijing invests resources to maintain and modernize a

"limited, but survivable" nuclear force to ensure that

the People’s Liberation Army will have a capacity to

deliver a responsive nuclear strike. [PhilStar 2]

Fascinating aerial footage and special reporting on the

Chinese build-up on Mischief Reef, Fiery Cross Reef

and Subi Reef in the Spratly Islands is provided by

[CNN].

 

South and North Korea: Talks continue

despite cancellation of US trip to

Pyongyang

(nm) South Korean President Moon Jae-in is expected

to travel to North Korea next month to meet with

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un for the third time this

year and talk about further denuclearization, the inter-

Korean relations and the possibility of a formal end of

the Korean War. [CNN] Initially, the meeting was

supposed to be held after Kim Jong-un’s meeting with

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo this week. [Yonhap

1]

That meeting however was cancelled due to a lack of

significant progress in matters of denuclearization of

the Korean Peninsula [Korea Herald 1] and suspicion

that North Korea continues to develop its nuclear

program as stated in an IAEA (International Atomic

Energy Agency) report last Monday [Korea Times]. The

cancellation could also complicate the trip of Chinese

President Xi Jinping to North Korea that is scheduled

for September as it would increase suspicions that

China is still holding back its alleged leverage to aid

denuclearization [NYT].

Some good-will efforts currently discussed are

withdrawing some border guards from the

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) on a trial basis [Yonhap 2],

changing the wording of its next defense white paper

that commonly describes North Korea as South Koreas

enemy [Yonhap 3] and the ongoing family reunions

broadcasted widely last week [Korea Herald 2,

Reuters].
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Japan announces plan to open an

embassy in Seychelles

(jm) Japan plans to open an embassy in the Seychelles.

While the embassy is expected to open in January, the

Japanese ambassador to the Seychelles will remain

based in Nairobi, Kenya. A local chargé d’affaires will

take care of daily business. [Seychelles News Agency]

 

Sri Lankan-Japanese cooperation in the

spotlight

(jm) On the occasion of the Japanese Defense

Minister’s visit to Sri Lanka last week, Sri Lankan

officials invited Japan to support the country’s

maritime strategy. They also assured that the China-

financed Hambantota port will be open to every

country and that Sri Lanka will not allow China to use

the port for military purposes. [NHK World Japan]

[Daily Mirror]

 

India-Pakistan first joint military exercise

ever

(nm) Under the umbrella of the Shanghai Cooperation

Organisation the multi-nation counter-terror military

training “Peace Mission 2018” has started in Russia

with the participation of Indian and Pakistani forces

along with forces from China, Russia and other

countries that are part of the (SCO). It is the first time

ever that Indian and Pakistani soldiers take part in a

multilateral exercise. [Times of India]

 

Pakistan ready for talks with India

(ot/nm) Pakistan’s foreign minister said its government

wants to improve ties with India, including the ongoing

conflicts in Kashmir, through talks. The countries’

relations have deteriorated in recent years, and no

bilateral talks have taken place since January 2016. The

new administration said it is willing to take steps to

approach India to solve the bilateral issues. He also

added that the government and the opposition are in

consensus regarding the Kashmir issue. [The Economic

Times]
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Meanwhile, India plans to push for an international

ban on Massod Azhar during the upcoming 2+2

dialogue with the USA. Azhar, based in Pakistan, is

accused of plotting the terrorist attack on the

Pathankot airbase and being the leader of the terrorist

group Jaish-e-Muhammed (JeM). The move is also seen

as a test for Pakistan’s government under Imran Khan,

who affirmed Pakistan’s willingness to improve the

Pakistan-India relations. Last year China had blocked

the attempt to declare Azhar a global terrorist. This

year the US has assured India that it would work

towards support of the ban from China. [India.com]

 

Dams along the Mekong: What are the

lessons learnt?

(ls) What will be the lessons learnt by last month’s

deadly dam collapse in Laos? Despite an order by the

Lao government to halt new dam investments, the

developers of two hydropower projects move ahead

with their construction plans. In response, a coalition

of NGOs and community-based groups dedicated to

raising public awareness about the risks associated

with dams on the Mekong River announced to boycott

the prior consultation process, saying that it will

destroy the environment, ecosystems, and livelihoods

of people in the region. [Radio Free Asia]

An in-depth report by National Geographic lays out the

conflicting economic and environmental parameters.

Apart from early Chinese developments, the Mekong

has stayed undammed largely due to regional

cooperation between the four member nations of the

Mekong River Commission, which was established in

1995. Energy needs and the financial incentives of

hydropower, however, caused Laos and later also

Cambodia and Vietnam to launch several dam projects

with widespread environmental and social

implications. [National Geographic]

On the positive side, last month’s dam collapse in Laos

has produced a collective effort to provide emergency

relief, involving Laos’s neighbors Cambodia, Thailand

and Vietnam, fellow ASEAN members, notably

Singapore, as well as East Asian countries such as

China, Japan and South Korea. Two commentaries by

researchers of the Rajaratnam School of International

Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological University,

Singapore, discuss the topic of regional responses to

disasters in more detail. [RSIS 1] [RSIS 2]
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Background Reading

 

 

How Western countries can balance

Chinese Communist Party influence

operations without giving up on

constructive engagement – A

conversation

(jk) This [China File conversation] by China experts

evolves around the question of how CCP’s influence

operations can be met and answered without giving up

on the idea of liberal democracy but also not “simply”

saying no to Beijing. The experts largely agree that

there are strong political and economic incentives for

countries in the west to engage with China, but also

that there is a lack of awareness and sometimes

capacity to engage with the Chinese bureaucracy.

Screening Chinese investment for example is vital to

ensuring, rather than ending long-term engagement.

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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