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Law and Politics in
East Asia

China set to end birth control

(dqgl) The Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress came forward last week with a draft of the
revised Civil Code which as part of the revision
removed all provisions concerning family planning
signaling the end of the country's decade-long birth
control which led to infanticide and forced
sterilizations and has left the world’s most-populous
nation with a shortage of workforce and an ageing
population with 30 million fewer women than men.
The move comes after the scrapping of the one-child
policy in 2015 allowing families to have two children
failed to increase the birth rate. In 2017, China
recorded 17.23 million newborns, compared to 17.86
million in 2016, a decrease of 3.5%. [CNN] [Global
Times, in Chinese]

China’s internet censorship: Rights groups
urge Google to halt censored search app
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for China

(dgl) Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and
Reporters Without Borders are among more than a
dozen human rights groups urging Google in a joint
letter to halt plans to provide a censored version of its
internet search service in China. [South China Morning
Post/Associated Press]

Early in August, leaked documents brought to light that
Google - ready to return to China after it had pull out
its services in 2010 in protest against censorship by the
Chinese government - is apparently willing to meet
Chinese censorship requirements and to launch a
search engine in China that will blacklist websites and
search terms related to human rights, democracy,
religion, and peaceful protest. [The Intercept]

Meanwhile, Australian Broadcasting Corporation
announced that China has blocked access to its
website in China. [Sydney Morning Herald]

In a related development, China has introduced a
platform, which contains a mobile app, that allows the
public to report “online rumors” and even uses artificial
intelligence to identify reports that are false. Hosted by
the Central Cyberspace Affairs Commission, the
platform reflects growing efforts of the government to
police the internet. [Reuters]

Under current law, people spreading rumors can be
charged with defamation and face punishment up to
seven years in prison.

China: New sanctions released to tackle
inertia in bureaucracy

(dgl) In an attempt to counter widespread inaction
among officials on the local level and to strengthening
policy implementation, the Communist Party
announced new party discipline rules according to
which failing to implement policies from the top
constitutes a breach of discipline to be punished with
job loss or even expulsion from the party. [South China
Morning Post]

The rules comes at a time when President Xi Jinping is
facing demands to deliver on a series of promised
economic, environmental, health care and social
welfare policy reforms. [China Worker]
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South Korea: Cabinet reshuffle indicates
signal lessening army’s grip on military

(dgl/nm) In his first Cabinet reshuffle since assuming
office in May last year, President Moon Jae-in last week
announced his nominations of five new ministers,
including ministers of defense,education, trade,
employment and labor, as well as gender equality and
family.

With his choice of Joint Chiefs of Staff Jeong Kyeong-
doo who has his career background in the Air Force for
the post of the Defense Minister Moon fulfills his
pledge to lessen the Army's grip on the country’s
military. If approved by the National Assembly, Jeong
will be the second consecutive defense minister not
coming from the Army, by far the largest of the military
branches. [Korea Herald 1]

In a related development, the Defense Ministry
launched the Defense Security Support Command
(DSSC) replacing its predecessor, the Defense Security
Command (DSC) that was disbanded following fierce
public criticism over revealed plans of the DSC to
deploy armed forces to repress pro-democracy
protesters in demonstrations last year about the
ouster of former President Park Geun-hye. [Korea
Times]

According to official guidelines governing the new
agency, the DSSC will be banned from monitoring
military personnel and keeping their records, and will
install a whistleblowing system as a measure to ensure
its political neutrality. The DSSC chief will report any
intelligence to the presidential office Cheong Wa Dae
after briefing the defense minister. In the past, the DSC
chief was able bypass the defense minister and directly
present reports to the president. [Korea Herald 2]

Law and Politics in
South Asia
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Indian Supreme Court starts hearings
over Jammu and Kashmir's special status

(Is) The Supreme Court of India has opened hearings
over a possible annulment of a constitutional provision
that bars Indians from outside Kashmir from buying
land or seeking government jobs in the territory. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
wants to this special status, saying it is an obstacle to
outside investment. [India Today]

The hearing in New Delhi has caused a major spike in
tensions in Kashmir, adding to the near daily deaths in
battles between government troops and rebels.
Separatist groups say the legal challenge against the
special privileges is a bid by India’s Hindu nationalist
government to alter Kashmir's religious make-up.
[Channel News Asia]

Article 35A of the Indian Constitution is an article that
empowers the Jammu and Kashmir state’s legislature
to define “permanent residents” of the state and
provide special rights and privileges to those
permanent residents. It was added to the Constitution
through a Presidential Order issued by the President of
India on 14 May 1954.

Arrest of Indian civil rights activists
sparks outrage

(Is) The arrests of five civil rights activists by the Indian
police under the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act in
different parts of the country have led to national
outrage. All five have been accused of having links with
Maoist rebels and for inciting violence at a rally of so-
called lower-caste Dalits. Since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) swept
into power in 2014, tensions have soared between
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Hindu nationalists and right-wing groups on one side
and left-leaning groups and civil rights activists on the
other. The tensions have been particularly apparent on
college campuses across the country. [Straits Times]

Pakistan’s presidential candidates
announced

(ot) The final list of presidential candidates was
published by the Election Commission for the election
taking place on 4 September. The final list includes the
ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)'s Arif Alvi, while
the opposition parties remain divided over a joint
candidate. For that, Pakistan People's Party (PPP)'s
Aitzaz Ahsan and Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-L)'s
Fazlur Rehman are in the run for the election. The
president will be elected by an electoral college
comprising members of the Senate, National
Assembly, and four provincial assemblies. [Pakistan
Today]

Pakistan: Petition challenging Khan as PM
filed in Lahore Court

(ot) A petition was filed in the Lahore High Court,
challenging the election of Prime Minister Imran Khan,
citing 69 abstentions from the National Assembly (NA)
members. The Pakistani constitution requires that
every member of the NA cast their vote to the person
nominated for the election of PM. [Pakistan Today]

Sri Lanka court begins probing Rajapakse-
era graft

(jm) A new court set up for corruption started its work
by hearing the former president's chief of staff for
embezzling millions of dollars from a state insurance
firm. While the court is looking into graft allegations
against members of the former administration, the
former president Rajapakse wants run in the next
presidential election despite a constitutional provision
that prevents him from being elected a third time.
[Channel News Asia]

Nepal: Doctors organize protest rally
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(ot) Nepali doctors and other medical personnel have
protested the new Criminal Code on Sunday. All
medical services except for emergency care in
hospitals were closed down on Sunday in the whole
country. The new Criminal Code aims at reducing
medical negligence by doctors and includes strict
punishment for negligence or recklessness while
treating a patient. The Code is understood as
threatening to doctors that have to work under high
pressure. The protests are announced to intensify until
September and will last until the demands of the
doctors are being met. [The Kathmandu Post]

Law and Politics in
Southeast Asia

Cambodian former opposition leader’s
pretrial detention extended by six months

(jk) As reported in last week’s AiR, several Cambodian
activists and journalists have been released from
prison. On Tuesday, a further 14 government critics
were freed, seen by many observers as a continuation
of an appeasement strategy by the Cambodian
government after foreign criticism of a flawed general
election last month.

Notwithstanding, a court decided Thursday to extend
the pretrial detention of former opposition leader Kem
Sokha, to whom the appeasement strategy does not
seem to extent, by another six months. Sokha has
been charged with treason. A trial date has yet to be
set. [SCMP]
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Indonesian court rules on another
controversial blasphemy case

(jk) An Indonesian woman has been sentenced to 18
months in prison for complaining about the noise of
the Islamic call to prayer coming from a mosque near
her home. The woman - a Buddhist of Chinese
descent, had asked for the volume to be turned down.
The incident that had happened in 2016 triggered riots
in Northern Sumatra, leading to the burning and
damaging of several Buddhist monasteries and
temples. [Jakarta Globe 1]

The court decision that was made at the end of last
month was met with some criticism, including from
Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), Indonesia’s pre-eminent Islamic
organisation that officially campaigns for a ‘moderate’
Islam in Indonesia (for more details on NU today, see
[New Mandala]). Their criticism, that a complaint about
the volume of a mosque's speakers does not constitute
an expression of hate or hostility towards a certain
group or religion, was milder than that of Amnesty
International, calling the decision an attack on freedom
of expression and an example of the arbitrary use of
blasphemy laws. [Jakarta Globe 2]

More than 100,000 people have signed an online
petition against a court decision. On a related note,
although not directly linked to this specific case, the
judge who has presided over this hearing has been
implicated in a corruption case currently investigated
by Indonesia’s Corruption Eradication Commission
(KPK). [Strait Times]

According to another analysis, a particularly worrisome
aspect of the case was the initial pressure and
apparent political power of the local Muslim
organisation that had called for blasphemy charges to
be brought against the woman. In fact, a local Muslim
council labelling the actions as blasphemy has been
used in the trial as “evidence” and was cited by the
judges as such. [The Interpreter]

Update: Indonesian court decision on
raped then jailed teenager revoked

(jk) In a case previously reported in AiR, a 15-year-old
Indonesian girl who was raped by her older brother
and then sentenced to jail for having an abortion has
been freed after her lawyers had petitioned the
verdict. [Strait Times]
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Corruption prosecutions’ selectiveness?
The case of the Malaysian Finance
Minister

(Is) A Malaysian court case illustrates possible political
implications and continuing selectiveness of corruption
prosecutions. While investigations against former
prime minister Najib Razak, his wife and close allies
continue to be driven forward, the Penang High Court
acquitted current Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng and a
businesswoman from corruption charges related to
the sale of a bungalow lot. The decision was made
after the Attorney-General's chambers withdrew its
charges brought against him in 2016. The Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC), under its newly
appointed chief Datuk Seri Mohd Shukri Abdullsays,
said it was “shocked” over the court decision. [Straits
Times]

Myanmar court jails two Reuters
journalists who reported on genocidal
acts for 7 years

(jm) In a landmark case, the Yangon northern district
court found two Reuters journalists guilty of breaching
a law on state secrets and jailed both of them for
seven years. Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo reported on a
massacre of Rohingyas. They were caught with
confidential documents. International observers called
to free the two journalists. On Saturday, a march of

more than 100 journalists and activists took place in
Yangon. The two journalists can appeal the case.
[Channel News Asia]

As reported in last week’s AiR, a U.N. Fact Finding
Mission on Myanmar demanded criminal charges in an
international court against Myanmar’s army
commander and other top generals for charges of
genocide.

The situation of Myanmar’s Kachin
minority and the role of China

(jm) The non-governmental organization Fortify Rights
has accused China not only of helping but also of
pushing the Myanmar government to bar
humanitarian assistance from entering into Kachin
State. Moreover, the NGO criticized that Chinese
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authorities were harassing groups that were helping
displaced communities. According to some estimates,
there are more than 100,000 refugees exploited in
China, including women and girls used for human
trafficking. The NGO called the United Nations Security
Council to take measures to refer Myanmar to the
International Criminal Court for these crimes, in
addition to the charges related to the massacres of
Rohingya. [Time]

Duterte appoints new Supreme Court
chief justice, earns criticism for possible
quid pro quo

(Is) Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte appointed
Teresita Leonardo-de Castro as new chief justice of the
Supreme Court. De Castro replaces Maria Lourdes
Sereno, whose appointment was invalidated by the
Supreme Court last May because of her failure to
submit statements of assets, liabilities and net worth.
Sereno's ouster was widely criticized as both
unconstitutional and politically motivated. [Rappler 1]

In the course of the Sereno saga, De Castro had
appeared on a televised House hearing and heavily
criticized then Chief Justice Sereno. She was then
among the concurring votes dismissing Sereno from
office. Her appointment is, by some observers, seen as
a reward. These rumors have gained particular traction
since De Castro will only be able to serve for about two
months as she will turn 70 years old, which is the
mandatory retirement age of a member of the
judiciary, in October. [PhilStar]

Sereno, for her part, urged Filipinos to have the
courage to stop the return of martial law in the
Philippines, recalling the horrors of the years under
the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos, whose 21-year rule
was marred by killings, torture, censorship, and
corruption. President Duterte recently said one of his
preferred successors is former senator Ferdinand
Marcos Jr, son of the late dictator. [Rappler 2]
Nonetheless, public approval remains high for Duterte,
which, according to a piece written by Jayeel Cornelio
and Erron Medina, may even be connected to religious
traits of his enduring popularity. [New Mandala]

In a separate development, the ASEAN
Parliamentarians for Human Rights (APHR) pointed to
the continued imprisonment of Senator Leila de Lima,
stating that is “undermines both democracy and the
rule of law in the Philippines.” De Lima was detained in
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February 2017 on drug charges, which APHR considers
false and politically-motivated. [Politiko]

Bomb attack in the Philippines’ south

(Is) A bomb blast killed one person and injured 15 in an
internet café in the southern Philippines on Sunday, in
the second such attack in days blamed by the military
on pro-Islamic State militants. No group claimed
responsibility. The recent blasts follow President
Rodrigo Duterte’s government enacting a law to create
greater autonomy for the Muslim minority in the south
which is hoped to help end the conflict. Authorities
worry that the law could encourage some militant
factions to attack in an effort to derail the peace
efforts. [Reuters] [Straits Times]

Thailand’s deep south sees new surge in
insurgency attacks

(ot) Thailand's restive southernmost region has seen a
new surge in deadly attacks this past month after
having gone through a relatively calm period under the
military rule. The increase in violence, however, has
barely been covered in the local media, underlining the
lack of attention given to the decades-old conflict.
Despite the fall in incidents, the military government's
current peace initiative and development schemes
have not actually undermined support for the
separatist movement. Rather, insurgents have shifted
their tactics from carrying out small-scale violent
incidents to attacks with greater intensity and
psychological impact. [Asia Times]

Thailand: New limited primary voting
systems; Pheu Thai wins back MPs

(ot) The Thai government is considering a new primary
voting system that would ease the time constraints as
its ban on political activities has yet to be lifted.
Primary voting system was introduced to give party
members power in choosing the party’s MP candidates
and prevent party executives from dominating the
party. Originally, at least 100 registered party members
would have to vote in a primary election to find
potential MP candidates for each constituency. Under
the newly proposed alternative, each party will have to
appoint an 11-member panel, consisting of four party
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executives and seven ordinary party members, to
come up with a list of potential candidates. The party
executives will then pick MP candidates to stand in the
next election. [The Nation]

Analysts said that, even though the new system will cut
out many steps in the candidate selection process, the
authority to select potential MP candidates will revert
back to the party executives. This appears to be
inconsistent with the initial aim of primary voting and
comes as a surprise for some parties, including the
Democrat and Pheu Thai, that have made preparations
to conduct primary votes. Some also suggested that
the new method was motivated by the government's
attempt to help new small and medium parties that
pledged their allegiance to the regime to establish a
coalition government after the election. [Bangkok Post]

Meanwhile, the former ruling Pheu Thai Party said that
some of its members have decided to stay with the
party following heavy lobbying by the Sam Mitr (Three
Allies) group to join the pro-regime Phalang Pracharat
Party. [Bangkok Post]

Ethnic minority refugees, asylum seekers
arrested and detained in Thailand

(ot) Thai authorities arrested and detained over 160
refugees and asylum seekers, including children, living
in the outskirts of Bangkok. Most of them are
recognized by the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR). They are mostly ethnic
minorities from Vietnam and Cambodia who escaped
persecution in their home countries due to land and
religious conflicts. There are over 10,000 refugees
living in urban areas in Thailand, but their status is not
recognized by the Thai government. The authorities
continue to arrest and detain them on charges of
illegal immigration. [Prachatai]

In response, international NGO Human Rights Watch
called on the Thai government to respect the rights of
refugees under international standards and uphold its
pledge to end the immigration detention of children.
[Human Rights Watch]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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China’s Africa engagement: Xi offers 60
billion USD in investments and loans

(dgl) Deeping China’s outreach to Africa, President Xi
Jinping announced at the opening of the 2018 Beijing
Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation
(FOCAC) government assistance as well as investment
and financing by financial institutions and companies
worth 60 billion USD. He also announced before
leaders of 53 African nations that China would set up a
China-Africa peace and security fund for a total of 50
security help programmes would be implemented,
ranging from UN peacekeeping missions to fighting
piracy. [Xinhua][Chronicle]

Malaysia cancels Chinese-backed projects,
turning again to Singapore

(Is) In Malaysia, it appears that the golden era for
Chinese investments, which peaked under former
prime minister Najib Razak, seems to be coming to an
end. Since Prime Minister Mohamad Mahatir's five-day
official visit to China last month, the 93-year-old
Malaysian leader has caused anxiety to Chinese
investors by several announcements.

First, Mahathir appears to be firm on permanently
cancelling two major deals with China, the US$20
billion East Coast Rail Link and two natural gas
pipelines worth US$2.3 billion, even though he
continued to suggest they may be deferred. The rail
link and pipeline project were both awarded without
tender to Chinese companies in November 2016 after
direct negotiations between Beijing and Najib’s
government. [South China Morning Post 1]
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Moreover, the fate of the giant Forest City project, a
$100 billion Malaysian township, has been thrown into
doubt after Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad
refused to let foreigners buy apartments or live in
them long-term. In Malaysian political discourse, Forest
City is frequently referred to as a gigantic Chinatown of
700,000 residents. Observers hold that targeting the
developer may be part of Mahathir's broader plan to
redefine Malaysia’s relationship with Beijing. More
pragmatically, however, the move might just be an
attempt to increase Malaysia’s bargaining power in the
negotiation for compensation for the cancelled
projects mentioned above. [Economic Times] [Straits
Times 1]

At the same time, Malaysia and Singapore are likely to
reach a decision soon on both the Kuala Lumpur-
Singapore High Speed Rail (HSR) and the Johor Baru-
Singapore Rapid Transit System (RTS). In May,
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad said his
newly elected government wanted to scrap the 350km
rail line between Singapore and Kuala Lumpuir,
originally planned to be completed in 2026. But
negotiations appear to have advanced into a more
favorable direction. [Straits Times 2]

However, another sensitive topic between Malaysia
and Singapore remains the price the city state pays for
fresh water under a 1962 agreement. The agreement
stipulates that Singapore can draw up to 250 million
gallons of water from the Johor River in Malaysia, close
to 60 per cent of its needs, at a fixed price. Malaysia in
turn is allowed to buy back treated water at a
subsidized rate. The current Mahatir government
wishes the prices to be reviewed while Singapore
insists on them being fixed by the legally binding
agreement. [South China Morning Post 2]

Relaxation in Sino-Japanese relations over
US trade unilateralism?

(hg) China's Vice-President Wang Qishan, a trusted ally
of President Xi, received a high-level Japanese
delegation where the secretary general of Japan’s
ruling Liberal Democratic Party issued an invitation to
Wang said to prepare Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe’s trip to China that could be followed by Xi visiting
Japan afterwards.

Signs for a relaxation in the countries” tensioned
relations first emerged late last year and have been
followed by a series of high-level diplomatic contacts
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subsequently involving both countries’ foreign and
finance ministers.

After Japan had been a driving force to revive the
quadrilateral anti-China alliance between Japan, the
US, Australia and India, Abe's shift to a friendlier China
policy is to a great deal motivated by the Trump
adminstration’s protectionist unilateral trade approach
that also harms Japan which supports a free and
multilateral trade mechanism that forms some
common ground with China. [SCMP]

The ongoing rapprochement between the world's
second- and third-largest economy is part of a
reordering of economic relationships around the globe
that partly supersedes the outlines of an emerging
security order which focused at containing China. On
the other hand, it has to be very much doubted that
the recent signs of Sino-Chinese rapprochement signal
a fraying of the US-Japanese alliance. [Financial Times]

Serious disturbances, however, are undeniable.
Unannounced shifts in Trump administration policies
have exposed some of Japan’s core economic and
security interests. Besides conflicting trade policies,
Japan has been surprised by the US turn in its North
Korea policy in March this year. Against this
background, the careful rebuilding of relations with
China is at least partly a tactical move born of repeated
frustrations while it hampers at least the momentum
of US strategic adavancments. [East Asia Forum]

Japan's continuous military assertiveness
with regard to China

(hg) The notorious simultaneity of paradox trends in
international relations is once more exhibited by Tokyo
showing its military assertiveness at several occasions
after it has released a defense white paper which
highlights a growing threat from China as a major issue
guiding the country's military strategy while a careful
rapprochement policy towards China continues to
unfold.

One of these signs of military assertiveness is the
recent decision to have a military joint exercise of
Japan's newly formed marine Brigade with US and
Philippine troops in October off the coast of Okinawa
and in the South China Sea. Japan's Amphibious Rapid
Deployment Brigade of the Ground Self Defense
Forces which has been launched this March has
roughly 2,100 members and is designed to take back
islands in the case of a foreign occupation. [Nikkei
Asian Review]
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Moreover, Japan's Maritime Self Defense Force have
just deployed three ships in late August to Southeast
Asia and the Indian Ocean. The flotilla includes the
helicopter destroyer Kaga - Japan'’s largest warship -,
and the escort destroyers Inazuma and Suzutsuki. It
will make port calls in the Philippines, Singapore,
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and India. [The Diplomat]

Lastly, at the very same day a Japanese delegation
visited China's Vice-President Wang, the Japanese
Ministry of Defense released a defense budget which,
if passed, would be the most expensive in the country’s
history. The biggest position in the spending proposal
is on missile defense, amounting of more than twice
the total from the year before and including Aegis
Ashore radar missile tracking stations built by
Lockheed Martin. [Asia Times]

The next step on the way to RCEP amid
improving Sino-Japanese relations

(Is) Economic ministers from ASEAN countries and
China, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, India and Korea
announced that they made "good progress" at the
latest round of talks aiming to create the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), which
would be the world's largest trade pact. ASEAN leaders
said that they were willing to substantially conclude the
pact by the end of this year, but India has expressed
reservations about the liberalization of trade in goods
and services without a corresponding liberalization of
the movement of people. [Straits Times]

The optimistic prospects of the pact are backed by
improving ties between China and Japan reflected by
talks between both countries finance ministers last
week who agreed to bolster economic cooperation and
confirmed to strengthen efforts to "maintain and
promote the multilateral trade system" against.
[Mainichi]

Japan's defense white paper (I): Modern
defense capabilities in cyber and outer
space highlighted

(dqgl) In its annual white paper of last week, Japan's
Defense Ministry - besides identifying "security
challenges and destabilizing factors in the Asia-Pacific
region" represented by North Korea's development of
nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles,


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bkisdy-l-ii/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bkisdy-l-ik/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bkisdy-l-iu/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bkisdy-l-dl/

China's unilateral escalation of China's military
activities and Russia's intensified military activities -
revealed Japan's the efforts of to strengthen defense
capabilities in the fields of cyber and outer space citing
the launch on X-band defense communications
satellites in 2017 and 2018 as well as an high increase
of personnel within the military in charge of
responding to cyber attacks. [Ministry of Defence,

Japan]

A day after the release of the white paper Prime
Minister Abe at a meeting of a governmental advisory
panel on reviewing national defense buildup guidelines
confirmed the need to strengthen the country's
defense capabilities in modern cyber and outer space
warfare in the wake of the rapidly changing security
situation in the region. [ABS-CBN]

Japan's defense white paper (ll):
Pyongyang still an serious security threat

(dqgl) Despite ongoing negotiations on North Korea's
denuclearization, Japan continues to view North Korea
as serious threat to itself and the region. In its annual
white paper released last week, Japan's Defense
Ministry suggests that military developments in North
Korea represents an "unprecedentedly serious and
imminent threat to Japan's security, and significantly
damage the peace and security of the region and the
international community" citing Pyongyang's
deployment of "several hundred Nodong missiles
capable of reaching almost every part of Japan" and
"advancements in the development and operational
capabilities of nuclear weapons and missiles through
repeated nuclear tests and ballistic missile launches to
date." The paper further assumes that Pyongyang
seeks to "(1) advance long-range ballistic missiles'
technological reliability, (2) enhance the accuracy and
operational capabilities necessary for saturation
attacks, (3) improve its ability to conduct surprise
attacks, and (4) diversify the forms of launches" and
warned to "closely monitor specific actions by North
Korea to eliminate nuclear and missile capabilities.
[Ministry of Defence, Japan] [Japan Times]

In a related development, the Defense Ministry
proposed a record spending of 48 billion USD next
year to beef up defenses aimed at shooting down
down North Korean ballistic missiles, including two
ground-based Aegis Ashore radar missile tracking
stations built by Lockheed Martin Corp. [Reuters]
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Japanese minister meets Pakistan's new
Prime Minister

(hg) Japanese State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Kazuyuki Nakane called on Prime Minister Imran Khan
expressing Japan's desire for enhancing bilateral
cooperation and stronger ties also conveying Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe's commitment to work closely with
his Pakistani counterpart. The visit is significant as a
soft indicator of losing ties among countries forming
the quadrilateral alliance that involves Japan and India,
Pakistan's arch enemy. [The Business]

South Korea: Military exercises with the
US no longer on hold

(nm) The suspension of military exercises between the
US and South Korea will presumably come to an end.
The drills were paused as a sign of “good faith” while
denuclearization talks between the US and North
Korea were under way. With the negotiations now at a
standstill, US Defense Secretary James Mattis noted
that there are no plans to further suspend the drills.
When the drills will be resumed, would be subject to
discussion between Washington and Seoul. [The Korea
Herald]

Mattis’ announcement came days after the
cancellation of US Secretary of State Pompeo's planned
trip to North-Korea, the latest sign of the stalemate in
denuclearization talks between Washington and
Pyongyang. [Washington Post]

Meanwhile, South Korea's government announced the
plan to raise its defense budget 8,2% next year to a
total of 42 billion USD. It is the highest raise since 2008.
[Jane's 360]

Integrating Taiwan in an East Asia
Defense Plan via War Games?

(hg) Stephen Bryen contemplates to include Taiwan in
a coordinated defense planning with the US, Japan and
South Korea. For those staying alerted amid China's
rise Taiwan represents more than a sensitive issue in
diplomatic terms but also a strategic asset that has
been left out of the strategic calculus although offering
significant military potential - at least in terms of
military hardware.
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What Taiwan has to offer in this regard is for instance a
modern jet fighter force of 286 planes, compared with
Japan’s Air Self Defense Force's 373 and South Korea's
466 fighter aircraft. Together with the US Air Force's
130 front line fighters deployed to Japan plus the US
Marines' F-18s and F-35s Bryen sees the Taiwanese
arsenal as a significant contribution to counter-balance
China's 1,482 fighter aircraft of which many are
obsolete for front line combat.

This potential notwithstanding, there is no effective
defense coordination currently at place that would
include Taiwan. Instead, however, the author
recommends to decisively include Taiwan in military
simulations such as NATO's operation series Spartan
Alliance. [Asia Times]

U.S. and Indian foreign and defense
ministers to meet over deepening of Indo-
Pacific cooperation

(Is) US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo along with
Defence Secretary Jim Mattis will hold "two-plus-two
talks" on Thursday with their Indian counterparts,
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Defence
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. On the agenda are the
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region and the
finalization of the Communications Compatibility and
Security Agreement (COMCASA), which would facilitate
the transfer of high-tech communications security
equipment. [Straits Times]

However, relations have recently also been put under
constraints. US sanctions on Russia and Iran have
impacted India, which has longstanding ties with
Tehran and is a major importer of Iranian oil. American
sanctions against Russia have been another challenge
for New Delhi. India is currently in talks to acquire five
S-400 air defence missile systems from Russia and is
seeking a waiver from the US for its acquisition. India
has increasingly turned to the United States and
France for arms purchases but still relies on Russian
hardware and expertise to maintain its existing
arsenal. [South China Morning Post]

Observers consider that the unprecedented “2+2"
meeting not only bears considerable symbolic value,
but also stands as forensic bureaucratic evidence that
the two governments are determined to find ways to
operationalize comprehensive cooperation. [The
Diplomat]
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However, former Indian officials say that a chronically
understaffed foreign ministry is holding back Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's plan to seek greater global
influence in line with his country’s fast-growing $2.6
trillion economy. The nation of 1.3 billion people only
deploys around as many diplomats as New Zealand,
which has a population of around 5 million.
[Bloomberg]

India boycotts inauguration of the China-
funded bridge in the Maldives

(jm) The Indian ambassador refused to follow an
invitation to the inauguration of a Chinese-funded
bridge in the Maldives. While Indian officials did not
comment on the issue, other countries, like
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, criticized the way their
envoys were treated, saying that the Chinese
representative’s car was the only one allowed to pass
up to the venue. [Times of India]

Pakistan: US, then China to visit new
government

(ot) U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee General Joseph
Dunford are going on a one-day visit to Pakistan on 5
September. They will meet newly elected Prime
Minister Imran Khan to discuss relations between the
two countries. PM Khan is known for his criticisms
towards the US military policy in Afghanistan. However,
after winning the election, he said he would improve
bilateral relations with the US following a series of aid
cuts and the suspension of US military training. [Geo
V]

After that, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi will visit
Islamabad on 7 September. The visit was reportedly
considered by Pakistan to be a ‘great cover’' from
tensions with the US. Pakistani officials also reportedly
expressed complete trust for China and Russia, which
are Pakistan's current priorities. [Pakistan Today]

External Powers increasingly vying for
influence in Sri Lanka

(jk/jm) Japan’s defense minister has recently been on a
2-day trip to Sri Lanka where he as one item on the
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agenda visited some of the island’s port facilities. Japan
as well as other nations are concerned over Chinese
influence in the strategically important area in the
Indo-Pacific, especially after the much reported on
issue surrounding the Hambantota port facility. Sri
Lankan officials have talked in particular about plans to
develop Trincomalee port, a former British naval and
air base and then commercial deep-water port,
potentially with help from Japan and India, but nothing
specific has been announced yet.

Following the defense minister's visit, the Japanese
foreign minister oversaw the commissioning of two
naval vessels that have been gifted by Japan to the Sri
Lankan Coast Guard recently. [Forbes] In related news,
the US coast guard has also gifted a vessel to Sri Lanka.
The US Coast Guard cutter will be the Sri Lankan Navy's
largest ship when it will be handed over in 2019.
[Economy Next]

China and India in the meantime are also competition
over the development of rural areas in Sri Lanka as
China announced its plan to build 40 000 houses in
Northern Sri Lanka, in an area where India built some
44 000 houses already. [Economic Times]

Sri Lanka has some evident opportunities here while it
wants to be careful not to over-rely on one partner or
another. Another strategic opportunity for Sri Lanka is
its upcoming chairmanship of the Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC), a regional organization that
gathers Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand, Bangladesh, India,
Bhutan and Sri Lanka, discussed here [The Diplomat].

Philippines to receive biggest share of U.S.
Indo-Pacific security assistance

(Is) The Philippines is set to receive the biggest part of
security assistance from the United States in the Indo-
Pacific region. In numbers that means $60 million of
overall $300 million. The allocation reflects the United
States’ long-term security partnership with the
Philippines but also the rising tensions in the South
China Sea over China’s militarization of islands and
territorial claims. [Rappler]

Vietnam'’s responses to China’s maritime
assertiveness in the South China Sea
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(jk) Vietnam has long been one of the most forward-
leaning claimant states in the South China Sea has
been among the countries that have objected to
China’'s maritime assertiveness in general and
“militarization” of the South China Sea in particular.
Vietnamese responses have not always been outright
rejective however, as they too, have occasionally
“caved in”. Its particular responses, which are detailed
in this piece [ISEAS] have ranged from diplomatic
protests and appeals to the threat of legal action.
Vietnam has also stepped up its defense cooperation
with for example the US, Australia, Japan and India.

Pacific Islands Forum in Nauru
overshadowed by Australia’s offshore
refugee policy

(Is) Nauru is hosting the 49th Pacific Islands Forum and
related meetings from 3 to 6 September. The
government of Nauru has chosen “Building a strong
Pacific: Our Islands, Our People, Our Will” as the theme
for this year's gathering. The Pacific Islands Forum is a
regional intergovernmental organization consisting of
18 countries from across the Pacific. While the top
priority of Australia, Japan and the US in the Pacific is
limiting China’s strategic influence, the island nations
themselves are more focused on climate change and
the preservation of the ocean'’s fish stocks. [Australian
Financial Review]

This year's meeting in Nauru has sparked controversy
even before it began. The country is currently
experiencing a continuous crisis threatening its
democracy and the rule of law. Judges have been
removed from office, ministers investigated for
massive corruption, and parliamentarians suspended
and prosecuted for opposing the executive. Moreover,
due to the country’'s economic problems, a major
source of income is the processing and holding of
asylum seekers and refugees sent there by Australia.
[The Guardian 1]

Several nongovernment organizations from across the
Pacific, led by Amnesty International, have signed an
open letter calling on the forum to put Australia’s
offshore processing regime at the top of the meeting's
agenda. The living conditions in the camps and the
refugees’ uncertainty about their status have
apparently resulted in the acute mental illness of
dozens of refugee children. [Amnesty International]
[The Guardian 2]
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Background Reading

Article series on constitutional reform in
the Philippines

(Is) The planned constitutional reform in the
Philippines has sparked not only political, but also vivid
scholarly debates. The New Mandala has published
three particularly interesting views on the topic. John
Paolo Villasor revisits the proposed changes’ main
aspects including federalism and federated regions,
the distribution of governmental powers and rights.
[New Mandala 1] Bryan Dennis Gabito Tiojanco,
drawing upon Ackerman’s classification of constitution-
making, argues that the present push for charter is a
textbook example of elite constitutionalism. [New
Mandala 2] And Bjorn Dressel draws comparisons to
Thailand's frequent experiences with constitutional
reform. [New Mandala 3]
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