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Law and Politics in
East Asia

China’s religious policy: Government
accused of mass, systematic human rights
violations in Xinjiang

(dgl) Human Rights Watch has released its report
“Eradicating Ideological Viruses’: China's Campaign of
Repression Against Xinjiang's Muslims” in which the
human rights organization accuses Beijing of “mass
arbitrary detention, torture, and mistreatment” against
the Turkic Muslim population in the Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region. It condemns violations of
“fundamental rights to freedom of expression, religion,
and privacy, and protections from torture and unfair
trials” citing estimates of one million detained in
political education camps. [Human Rights Watch]

Meanwhile, the Zion church, one of largest Protestant
churches in Beijing has been banned by the city's
authorities citing organizing events without
registration. The church has been facing growing
pressure from the authorities in the past months after
it refused to comply with requests to install video
surveillance in the building where weekend services
were held. [Reuters]

The outlawing of the church is the latest move of the
government's deepening crackdown on underground
churches operating independently from the state-
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sanctioned Christian churches since new regulations
had come into force in February this year 2018
allowing for more state control over churches.
[Chinese Government, in Chinese]

In a related development, new draft regulations aimed
to combat illegal promotion of what the draft calls
“some extreme forces and cults” has been announced
by the State Administration for Religuious Affairs which
requires all organizations “engaging in online religious
information services, to apply for licenses from
provincial religious affairs departments” and
prohibiting to use religion to instigate - among others
- subversion of state power and opposition against the
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party. [Global
Times] [Zhuanhu, for the draft in Chinese]

China: End of birth limit policy on the way

(dql) An institutional change is pointing to the end of
the decade-long birth limit policy in China. The
country’s health commission announced that three
offices in charge of implementing family planning
policies have been replaced by one for “population
monitoring and family development” tasked with
“improving birth policy”. [The Guardian]

In an related development, the draft Civil Code
presented by Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress two weeks ago removed all
provisions concerning family planning. [Air 1/9/2018]

China’'s academic censorship: Scholars
pressured over sensitive research

(dgl) Findings of a study conducted by two US-
American political scientists reveal that China
researchers have experienced being pressured by
Chinese authorities not to investigate sensitive issues
over the last decade, with 10% of more than 560
surveyed scholars reporting of Chinese police or
security personnel discussing or warning about their
study area. Among other details, the study specified
that 12 researchers working on the issues of human
rights, Tibet, Taiwan, elite politics, and the Mao period
had been prohibited to enter the country at some
point in the past 10 years. [University World News]
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Taiwan: State surveillance of digital
communications revealed

(dqgl) Concerns over increasing state surveillance of
digital communications in Taiwan have risen following
a report of the Taiwan Association for Human Rights
revealing that for criminal investigations and on
grounds of national security, security and police units
in the years 2015-2016 demanded social networking
and digital service providers to provide the content
and parties involved in the communications, as well as
the location tracking and personal information of their
clients. The report specified the number of disclosure
requests at 70.000, with all local operators complying
fully and foreign ones such as Facebook and Line
partly. [South China Morning Post]

South Korea: Prosecutors demand 20
years jail sentence for ex-President in
high profile corruption case

(cc) In the corruption case against former President
Lee Myung-bak (2008-2013) , prosecutors demanded a
sentence of 20 years in jail for corruption and other
charges, citing for the heavy punishment an
“unprecedented” “magnitude of the corruption cases”
amounting to a total of close to 10 million USD of
accepted bribes. [Korea Herald]

Law and Politics in
South Asia
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Indian Supreme Court decriminalizes gay
sex

(am) In a landmark ruling, the Supreme Court of India
has unanimously invalidated the legal prohibition on
gay sex after the reigning Bharatiya Janata Party earlier
said it would back any verdict by the Supreme Court.
However, some well-known members of the party
condemned the court verdict. [Reuters] For a clip see
[New York Times].

‘Shut down India’: Opposition parties in
nationwide protests over fuel hike

(hg) Following a call of the Indian National Congress
(party), India’s major opposition party, many
opposition parties join hands in nationwide protests
against the ruling BJP government over increasing fuel
prices.

In several states highways, educational institutions,
transport services and shops are closed or blocked
while angry protesters are heading to the streets. At
the some places vehicles were vandalized while
highways were blocked by burning tyres in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's home state of Gujarat.

Amid rising global crude oil rates India, which is
importing 80 % of its fuel being the world's third
largest oil importer after China and the U.S., has been
facing increasing prices since months. [Quartz] [Al
Jazeeral

At the same time, the Indian rupee is plunging to a new
low, seriously worrying the central bank and ministry
of finance. [Economic Times]

Anyway, the India shutdown has, - at least until now -,
not evolved into a wildfire of discontent and resistance
on a national level as wished by the Congress.

Pakistan’'s new President sworn in

(am) Arif ur Rehman Alvi took oath as the country’s
13th President from Pakistan’s Chief Justice. One of the
founding members of Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan's political party Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, the
dentist had defeated the nominees of Pakistan
People’s Party and the Pakistan Muslim League-N in a
three-way presidential race. [Hindustan Times]
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Pakistan’s new government faces reality
of an aggressively rigid Islamic orthodoxy

(ot) Pakistan’s newly elected Prime Minister Imran
Khan saw himself forced to remove a recently chosen
advisor from a government panel due to his faith
considered to be a heresy of Islam. After he had
appointed the Ahmadi advisor, Islamist and right-wing
parties engaged in heavy protests. [Voice of America]

Pakistan is home to roughly half a million Ahmadis, a
religious minority who considers themselves to be
Muslim, but is not recognized by Pakistani law and has
long been persecuted and subject to violence and even
targeted killings. Last year, protesters took the street
of Islamabad over a minor change in a parliamentary
oath, accusing the government of committing
“blasphemy” by softening the language of the
declaration against Ahmadi beliefs. PM Khan during
the election campaign in July frequently raised the
issue against his rival Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), saying they had committed “blasphemy” by
changing the oath. [Al Jazeera]

Pakistan sentences nearly 30 people in
secret trials to death within a month

(hg) Pakistan's army chief has confirmed death
sentences for 13 militants, bringing the total
executions ordered by secret military courts over the
past month to at least 28. The executed were involved
in attacks on the armed forces, destruction of schools,
and the killing of 202 persons including 151 civilians,
51 members of the security forces and injuring 249
others according to an army statement.

The law on military courts, established in the wake of a
December 2014 Taliban massacre, allows the army to
try civilians on terror charges in secret. Following that
attack the government lifted the moratorium on the
death penalty of which it has made use widely since
then. Excluding China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iragq and
Pakistan - in that order -carried out 84% of all
executions in 2017. [News 24]

Nepal's New Army Chief: "Extremists want
to destabilize Nepal”
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(hg) Nepal's newly appointed Chief of Army Staff warns
of extremists aiming at turning Nepal into a failed
state. The general who will serve in the new position
for a three-year tenure refers to ‘elements’ that do not
support the constitution promulgated in 2015: “These
elements are working against national interest, albeit
their activities are being closely monitored.”
[Himalayan Times]

Maldives: Over 80 foreign observers for
Maldives elections

(jm) Amid growing concerns among the opposition that
the government will rig the upcoming presidential
elections, scheduled for 23 September, Maldives'
Election Commission announced that the elections will
be observed by over 80 different foreign parties. The
United Nations (UN) and the European Union (EU) will
not be among those as both had declined invitations to
observe the elections in response to the government’s
refusal to release jailed political leaders. [Avas 1]

Meanwhile, Maldives' Foreign Ministry denounced the
US government's threats of possible sanctions in case
the elections would fail to be fair and free “as an act of
intimidation, imposing undue influence on the
democratic processes of a sovereign state”.[South
China Morning Post]

Law and Politics in
Southeast Asia
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New Cambodian government enters office
as Kem Sokha is released from jail

(Is) Cambodia’s lawmakers voted in a new
parliamentary leadership and government, led by
Prime Minister Hun Sen'’s ruling Cambodian People’s
Party (CPP) which won all 125 parliamentary seats in
the 31 July elections. King Norodom Sihamoni,
Cambodia's head of state whose role is mainly
symbolic, opened the parliamentary session, urging
the country to “stand united and show strong national
solidarity”. [Reuters 1] [Straits Times]

Hun Sen's eldest son, Hun Manet, was promoted to
commander of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces,
the second most powerful position in the country's
military. He is also the head of the Defence Ministry's
anti-terrorism unit and deputy chief of the prime
minister's bodyguard unit, and he is seen as a possible
successor to Hun Sen, who has been in power for 33
years. [South China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, Kem Sokha, leader of the now-dissolved
Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP), was released
from jail on bail after spending more than a year in jail
on treason charges, though a court extended his
detention just a few days earlier, as AiR reported last
week. Sokha was arrested and accused of treason last
September as part of a government-led crackdown. In
recent weeks, fourteen government critics were freed
from jail in a move that several observers saw as as a
means to appease foreign criticism of the election.
[Reuters 2]

Update: Charges against Malaysian
Finance Minister dropped because of
“fresh evidence”

(Is) As AR reported last week, corruption charges
against Malaysia's Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng were
dropped by the public prosecutor leading the Penang
High Court to acquit him. After a public outcry and
demand for transparency, the deputy public
prosecutor defended his decision to close the case
after fresh, though publicly unspecified, evidence
surfaced during the trial. Opposition politicians and
civil society groups questioned the "selective non-
prosecution" and the Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission declared that it was “shocked”. [Straits
Times]
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ICC says it has jurisdiction over alleged
crimes against Rohingya

(jm) The International Criminal Court (ICC) may have
jurisdiction over crimes against humanity allegedly
committed against members of the Rohingya people
despite the fact that Myanmar is not a State member
to the Rome Statute and that China opposes a UN
Security Council's decision. The Court stated that “an
element of this crime - the crossing of a border - took
place on the territory of a State party (Bangladesh).”
The scope of this ruling covers only acts of deportation,
but judges said that it should be extended to other
crimes such as persecution or inhuman acts that are
crimes against humanity. [Reuters 1] [The Guardian]

Myanmar officials said that they were “under no
obligation” to respect the ICC's ruling because it is “the
result of faulty procedure and of dubious legal merit”.
They added that the allegations were based on
“narratives of harrowing personal tragedies” that “have
nothing to do with the legal arguments in question”. [Al
Jazeeral

Bangladesh asked once again the international
community, including specifically the Islamic
Development Bank, to increase the pressure on
Myanmar to ensure the repatriation of hundreds of
thousands of Rohingya. [Reuters 2]

Myanmar government meets with
Northern Alliance groups for the first time

(jm) The Myanmar government'’s Union Peace
Commission met for the first time with representatives
of the Northern Alliance armed ethnic groups. The
alliance is composed of groups that are not part of the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) and are still
leading an insurgency against the Burmese
government. [Myanmar Times 1] Meanwhile, in Kayin
State, on the Thai border, clashes occurred last week
between the Tatmadaw (army) and the Karen National
Union (KNU), forcing over 1,000 persons to flee.
[Myanmar Times 2]

Reactions over the jailing of two Reuters
journalists in Myanmar
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(jm) After the verdict in Myanmar sentencing to jail two
journalists that were reporting about a Rohingya
massacre, a wave of protests has arisen. Small
demonstrations were held all around the country, but
also in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. The newspaper 7 Daily
published a black front page while the Myanmar Times
reacted with a cartoon showing a knife spearing a
newspaper with the words “who’s next?”. [The
Guardian 1]

Other newspapers in the world also condemned this
decision such as Al Jazeera [Al Jazeera], The Irish Times
[The Irish Times] or The Guardian [The Guardian 2],
along with the World Association of Newspapers and
News Publishers and the World Editors Forum held on
September 3 [The Straits Times]. The Court in Yangon
received also criticisms from international
organizations like the United Nations and the
European Union and from governments' officials from
the United Kingdom [The Hindu], United States
[National Public Radio] and France [France Diplomatie].
Aung San Suu Kyi, the de facto leader of Myanmar,
remained silent [BBC]

Philippines: Duterte’s powerplay against a
senator puts military to the test

(Is) In the Philippines, a major powerplay has unfolded
last week with implications up to the country’s military.
President Rodrigo Duterte first revoked an amnesty
granted in 2011 by his predecessor Benigno Aquinoto
to Senator Antonio Trillanes for his 2003 and 2007
coup attempts against former president Gloria Arroyo.
Duterte’s revoke order simultaneously called on the
military and police to apprehend the former naval
officer despite his now civilian status. The Department
of National Defense and the Department of Justice
initially said the military had jurisdiction over Trillanes.
[Bloomberg]

Then, however, Duterte decided not to seek the arrest
without a civil court warrant. The Philippine National
Police (PNP) chief declared that no police officer “in his
rightful mind” would arrest him without court warrant,
reaffirming that a presidential order, like Duterte’s
proclamation against Trillanes, cannot be used as the
sole basis to arrest anybody. [Rappler 1]

Analysts said that the military could split if Duterte
pushed the armed forces to court martial Trillanes who
still has support from his Philippine Military Academy
batch and younger soldiers. Trillanes meanwhile
refused to leave the Senate and asked the Supreme
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Court in a petition to declare Duterte's order illegal.
Senate President Vicente Sotto Ill promised to protect
Trillanes from a warrantless arrest. [South China
Morning Post]

Duterte cited the senator’s supposed failure to apply
for amnesty and to admit his guilt for his revoke order.
Rappler, however, claims that old documents show
that Trillanes did both. [Rappler 2]

Trillanes is one of Duterte’s most prominent critics. He
has accused him of large-scale corruption and
involvement in illegal drugs and extrajudicial killings.
Duterte once responded, saying “l will destroy him or
he will destroy me. That's the way it goes.” Trillanes is
the second senator to face arrest after Senator Leila de
Lima was detained in February 2017 on drug-trafficking
charges. Gloria Arroyo, now a close Duterte ally, was
made Speaker of the House last month. [AP]

In a separate development, a mayor on Duterte’s list of
allegedly narcotics-linked officials was shot dead in his
own office. The mayor of the town of Ronda is the
latest among numerous local officials to be killed in
recent months. [Straits Times]

Thailand: Election Commission set to elect
senators as ban on political activities
remains in place

(ot) The selection of senators by the Election
Commission (EC) will begin as soon as the organic law
on the election of senators is royally endorsed and
published in the Royal Gazette expected to take place
within this month. The selection will likely to be
completed within 90 days. Under the provisional clause
of the organic law, the EC is responsible for selection
50 senators, while the military government will hand-
pick the remaining 200 senators. Several seats are also
reserved for military leaders. [Bangkok Post]

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-
Ngam said political parties will only be able to start
campaigning for the general election after the
government has lifted its ban on political activities
which will take place no later than December. As a
result, parties will have around 60 days before the
election takes place in February next year. [ The Nation
11

Politicians, however, remain anxious about the limited
time to campaign and the continued ban on political
activities, making for an election that might neither be
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fair or free. Some argued that political parties,
especially new ones, may need more time to make
preparations to prove themselves to voters. Such
limited time may also impact voters’ understanding of
policies and their choice. Moreover, the 60-day period
could pose some serious challenges for parties as they
are required to submit their policy plans to the Election
Commission (EC) for approval before they can proceed
with the campaigning. [Khaosod English, The Nation 2]

Moreover, the head of the Constitutional Drafting
Committee (CDC), Meechai Ruchupan, said this week
that local elections will take place after the general
election. The National Legislative Assembly (NLA) will
have to pass the six draft bills governing local
elections, after which the Election Commission (EC) will
need sufficient time to make preparations. [Bangkok
Post] Critics said the delay of local elections is
inconsistent with the government'’s promised roadmap
to democracy, whose main goal is to prolong the grip
on power. [Khaosod English]

Thailand: Where sharing false news online
can get you in prison

(Is) The Thai police has arrested and released on bail
12 people over Facebook posts they shared about a
British tourist's complaint that she had been raped on
the holiday island of Koh Tao, a claim that police have
deemed to be an untrue. Human Rights Watch urged
Thai authorities to drop the legal cases, pointing to
disproportionate restrictions of freedom of expression.
[Reuters]

According to Sec. 14 of Thailand's Computer Crime Act,
it is, besides other prohibitions, illegal to disseminate
or forward false computer data that is likely to damage
the maintenance of national security, public safety,
national economic security or public infrastructure
serving national’s public interest or cause panic in the
public. The crime can be punished with imprisonment
up to five years. [Computer Crime Act]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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China-Russia relations: Deepening
military and economic cooperation

(dqgl) Reflecting deepening military cooperation
between Russia and China amid both countries'
deteriorating relations with the USA, Chinese troops
participated in ‘Vostok 2018, Russia's biggest strategic
military drills since 1981, involving 300,000 Russian
troops, 36,000 military vehicles, and more than 1,000
aircraft. China’s contingent consists of 3,200 soldiers,
over 1,000 pieces of military equipment and 30 planes
and helicopters, making it the PLA's largest ever
overseas military exercise. [ECNS]

Meanwhile, Russian and Chinese business delegations
are considering joint investment projects worth more
than 100 billion USD, according to a statement made
on the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok
Tuesday and Wednesday this week with President Xi
Jinping being the first Chinese leader to participate.
[CNBC]

US tariffs threats against China and Japan

(dqgl/ts) With tariffs of 50 billion USD worth of Chinese
imports existing, US President Trump on last Friday
announced that tariffs on 200 billion USD worth of
Chinese goods would take place soon, the latest move
in the tit-for-tat tariff rounds in the trade war between
the world's two largest economies. Trump added that
another 267 billion USD are “ready to go on short
notice if | want”. [Business Insider]

China promised retaliatory measures, signaling an
unyielding stance. [South China Moring Post]

Meanwhile, President Trump is reportedly determined
to hit Japan with tariffs to reduce the trade deficit with
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the world’s largest economy. In Wall Street Journal he
is cited by reporter James Freeman saying “I tell them
[Japan] how much they have to pay” in a phone with
the reporter. [Wall Street Journal]

Trump's statement comes at a time in which the USA is
renegotiating trade deals with partners, so the trade
deal with Canada and Mexico, in order to reduce the
respective trade deficits. [Sputnik News]

China-Philippines relations: Is Duterte
changing the tune on Beijing?

(Is) Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has recently
begun to speak more assertively about the disputes in
the South China Sea. In particular, he criticized Beijing
for its relentless reclamation activities and
militarization of disputed land features in the area.
Also, the Armed Forces' chief of staff Carlito Galvez Jr.
openly accused China of threatening routine Philippine
patrols in the area on a daily basis. Duterte’s
toughening posture on China has gone hand in hand
with gradually improving relations with the United
States, as the US had previously announced a
substantial increase in foreign military financing for the
coming year. Nonetheless, Duterte has also made it
clear that the Philippines and China will continue with
their plans to explore joint development agreements in
areas of overlapping claims in the South China Sea.
[South China Morning Post]

Australia and Zew Zealand deploy
aircrafts to Japan

(ts) The governments of Australia and New Zealand
announced on Friday their plan to deploy three
maritime patrol aircraft to Japan in order to help to
enforce the sanctions against North Korea which have
been imposed by the United Nations. The aircrafts will
conduct maritime surveillance to search for signs of
activities in international waters that break U.N:
sanctions. Australia will add two AP-3C Orion to an
already existing aircraft. New Zealand intends to
deploy a P-3K2 plane.

The United States and North Korea have entered into
negotiations about the nuclear weapons program, but
up to now no further progress has been made. New
Zealand Deputy Prime Minister Winston Peters said his
government would welcome the dialogue, but ,until
such time as North Korea abides by its international
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obligations full implementation of the United Nations
Security Council sanctions resolutions will be
essential”. [Reuters]

EU-Japan agreement on data transfer

(dql/ts) The world's largest area of safe data flows is in
the making, as the EU announced that it has launched
procedures to add Japan to the white list of countries
exempt from stricter rules governing personal data
transfers. The move follows an agreement in July 2018
in which both sides recognize each other's data
protection systems as adequate.

The EU's General Data Protection Regulation, enacted
in May, prohibits the transfer of personal data out of
the European Economic Area. A violation by a company
could resultin a fine up to 20 million Euros or 4% of ist
annual sales. [Nikkei Asian Review] [European Sting]

The agreement on data transfer adds to Japan-
European Union Economic Partnership Agreement
(EPA) of 17 July 2018. If ratified (with ratification
expected by March 2019), this free trade

agreement would cover 640 million people and 28% of
world GDP, compared to 13% of world GDP for TPP if
all 11 countries ratify it. [East Asia Forum]

North Korea: Military parade without
long-range missiles to break
denuclearization stalemate?

(dgl/cc) Unlike previous years, the 2018 military parade
on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of founding of
North Korea did not display any long-range missiles
but focused on conventional arms. With themes
selected covering the unification of the peninsula and
the economy, US President Trump saluted via Twitter
the parade as “a big and very positive statement from
North Korea”. [Reuters]

North Korea's 'soft' parade comes at a time where
denuclearization talks between Washington and
Pyongyang are locked in a stalemate. To overcome this
impasse, North Korea’s leader Kim Jong-un and
President Moon are scheduled to meet from 18-20
September in Pyongyang. This will be their third
meeting, reflecting the persistent inter-Korean efforts
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to yield progress on the denuclearization of the
peninsula. [Korea Herald]

Meanwhile, the White House confirmed talks
underway to set up a second meeting between Trump
and Kim after receiving a “warm” and “positive” letter
from Kim suggesting such a meeting. [The
Independent]

India supports Mauritius' claim before the
ICC against US interest

(am) Mauiritius is fighting since years before the
International Court of Justice to have its sovereignty
over the Chagos Islands which are controlled by the UK
as the former colonial power and used by the US to
maintain its military base Diego Garcia.

Now, India has - again - backed the assertion of
Mauritius. This sign of support is significant as
strategically important US interests are involved in
times in which it is uncertain how close India and the
US might develop their partnership. [Hindustan Times]

Chances & Obstacles for US-India
relations: Arms & Oil

(hg) With the recently concluded Communications
Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA)
India and the US have done a major step to prepare
joint forces coordination. Ultimately, COMCASA will
help to prepare US and Indian forces to enhance
military coordination of complex operations more fully
in real time. This includes Indian access to more
advanced communications technology for defense
equipment purchased from the US, “tri-services
exercises” on more complex military platforms, a new
exchange between the U.S. Navy's Central Command
and the Indian Navy, defense innovation, and the
reaffirmation of existing areas of agreement on
counterterrorism and cybersecurity. [Council on
Foreign Relations]

The US government has just declared to not have
decided on two issues with significant potential to
influence the state of India-US relations, the decision
to extend the waiver to India firstly for the purchase of
Russia’s S-400 missile system and secondly for its
investment in the strategic Chabahar portin Iran.
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Both Russia and Iran are under US imposed sanctions
according to CAATSA (Countering America's
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act) and in wake of the
US pullout from the six-country nuclear deal with Iran.
[India Today]

A related question is if the US will let oil hungry India
continue to import from its strategic partner and US
archenemy Iran. [Qil Price]

Will US-Pakistan ties be reset?

(ot) US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo commented on
his visit in Pakistan that he hopes for a “the
opportunity to reset” the strained relationship
between the two countries under the new leadership
of Prime Minister Imran Khan. Maintaining the
pressure, US National Security Advisor John Bolton
reiterated however, that success in Pakistan's War on
Terror is of “extraordinary importance” for
Washington. [Economic Times]

Pompeo said that the nearly 300 million USD in
security-related funding that the US suspended could
be reestablished if Pakistan would make sufficient
progress towards the fight against terrorist groups.
The US-Pakistan relations deteriorated as the Trump
administration accused Pakistan of giving safe haven
to terror groups in neighboring Afghanistan, a charge
Pakistan consistently denies. Just days ahead of
Pompeo's visit, the US announced that it would not
redistribute the aid to Pakistan. [CNN]

However, Pakistani officials and military officers
remain skeptical and claim to have been made a
scapegoat for the US military's failure in Afghanistan.
Pakistan has also been leaning more towards China in
recent years, especially for large infrastructure
projects. [The New York Times]

Shifting alliances in South Asia

(hg) An article of the Economic Times reflects on views
expressed by China's state-run Global Times on the
new Asian security order. Core observation is that the
US strategic focus in South Asia is shifting from
Pakistan towards India. This inclination is hardly new
and unfolds actually not undisturbedly at all. At current
it is, however, indeed somehow indicated by the
recently signing of the Communications Compatibility
and Security Agreement (COMCASA) between India and


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bkuujyk-l-hh/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bkuujyk-l-hk/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bkuujyk-l-hu/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bkuujyk-l-kl/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bkuujyk-l-kr/

the US at the inaugural Indo-US 2+2 dialogue and the
suspension of anti-terrorism aid to Pakistan. [Economic
Times]

Natural complement of this tendency is the
corresponding rapprochement between China and
Pakistan which also comes with some costs, even if
Pakistan is far away from becoming a Chinese colony
as some Indian observers paint it. [DailyO]

This is the background of the visit of Chinese State
Councillor and Foreign Minister and that of Saudi
Minister for Information to call Prime Minister Imran
Khan after the visit of Mike Pompeo.

The Chinese FM, heading a high-level delegation
including three vice ministers, underscored the
significance of the Sino-Pakistani relationship as well
as of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor while
newly elected PM Khan reiterated that friendship with
China was a cornerstone of Pakistan's foreign policy.
[Dawn]

Crucial could be another shift in Pakistan's foreign
policy and security policy that takes shape increasingly,
the country's reversing attitude towards its old arch
enemy Russia in the ‘Great Game'. The Royal United
Services Institute (RUSI), a leading British security think
tank, points out that for the first time in 200 years
Pakistan's Army has abandoned the old British Raj
policy of confronting Russia for control over Central
Asia and is envisioning Russia as a new strategic
partner instead. [Geo News]

A determined defense diplomacy is pivoting to Russia
with multiple military deals, intelligence cooperation
and joint training exercises that could well contribute
to a redefinition of the region's security order. Highly
important and multifaceted is still the ‘Afghanistan
factor’, yet under reversed signs. US Afghanistan policy
is perceived unsuccessful, dangerous for Pakistan and
disregarding its efforts while the Russian and Iranian
presence is more positively perceived.

Moreover, Russia joins the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and in the development of Gwadar
Port now, being thus involved in what Pakistan’'s hopes
will be an economic game-changer. [Geo News]

In this context, it might be added that Pakistan is
expanding its uranium-enrichment and plutonium
production facilities, triggering fears that it may
become the 5th largest nuclear -weapon state and
have 220 to 250 warheads within the next seven years.
[Khajeej Times]
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Nepal doesn’t join India-led BIMSTEC
military drill but conducts joint exercise
with China

(hg) Nepal will not participate in the first ever ‘Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation’ (BIMSTEC) military exercise in
India. The decision was taken just a day before the
Nepal Army was set to travel to Pune, where the
exercise will be commenced. [Hindustan Times]

Meanwhile, Nepal’s Army prepares for a joint military
exercise with China starting next week under the label
Friendship-2. [Times of India]

Nepal gets access to Chinese ports

(hg) Sought to untie Nepal from its dependence on
India for supply and connectivity, Beijing will allow the
landlocked Himalayan nation the use of four of its sea
and three of its land ports.

Additionally to two Indian ports, international cargo to
Nepal can no pass to the four Chinese seaports.
[Reuters]

Moreover, Beijing and Kathmandu are talking also to
building a railway link, constructing an electric
transmission line and are exploring a feasibility study
for a free trade agreement. [Kathmandu Post]

Sri Lanka: Military cooperation with India
and Russia

(jm) Amid growing influence of China’s in Sri Lanka, the
island nation is conducting a week-long maritime
exercise together with India involving three navy ships
on each side and around 1000 naval personnel. [Times
of India]

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka and Russia signed an agreement
on military cooperation during the visit of Sri Lankan
Secretary to the Ministry of Defense to Russia last
week. [Daily Ft]
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Background Reading

Vietnam: Balancing growth and equity
along with high female labor force
participation

(dgl) In contrast to other developing countries in which
economic growth is accompanied by an increase of
inequality Vietnam has succeeded in achieving growth
with equity. Brian McCaig, Dwayne Benjamin and Loren
Brandt present an explanation for this achievement.
[Asia Dialogue]

Meanwhile, Vietnam is also at the forefront of female
participation in labor force with a rate of 70%
surpassing the best performers among advanced
Western economies. [Finance and Development]
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