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Catholicism in China: Historic agreement

between Holy See and Beijing over bishop

appointments close at hand

(dql) Wall Street Journal (WSJ) reports that China and

the Vatican are set to sign a landmark agreement by

the end of this month under which both sides would

be given a say in appointing bishops in China. The deal

would further include Beijing’s first ever recognition of

the Pope as head of the country’s Catholic Church

while in return the Pope would accept seven

excommunicated Chinese bishops appointed by

Beijing without Vatican consent. [Wall Street Journal]

WSJ’s news comes amid increasingly tightened control

over religions in China the latest expression of which is

last week’s new draft regulations of the State

Administration for Religious Affairs which – among

others – requires all organizations “engaging in online

religious information services, to apply for licenses

from provincial religious affairs departments” while

banning foreigners preaching religion online. [South

China Morning Post][AiR 2/9/18]
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Japan: Abe set to win LDP president

election

(dql) Two days ahead of the election of the ruling

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) on Thursday Prime

Minister Shinzo Abe is expected to win the election

against his contender former Defense Minister Shigeru

Ishiba in the light of a comfortable lead of 20 points

according to latest polls conducted last week. If

elected, Abe would assume the post for a third

consecutive term. [Japan Times]

For a critical assessment of Abe’s third term LDP

leadership and the prospects for Japan's domestic and

international policies see Tobias Harris for whom Abe's

victory would mean the “beginning of the end of his

time as an effective prime minister instead of

inaugurating a new era of energetic leadership”. [East

Asia Forum]

 

South Korea: Moon’s call for self-reform of

the judiciary

(cc) On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of South

Korea’s judicial system, President Moon urged the

country‘s judiciary to undergo a critical self-reform in

the face of “past wrongdoings” and to succeed in its

 “task of winning back the people's trust.” Moon‘s call

on the judiciary comes at a time in which the

prosecution is investigating allegations of collusion

between the former Supreme Court Chief Justice Yang

Sung-tae and former Ex-President Park with the former

using controversial and sensitive cases as bargaining

chips in negotiations with the latter over his plan to

establish a new court of appeals to reduce the

caseload in the Supreme Court and to allowing the

Supreme Court to take on more significant cases. To

obtain the president’s support for his plan, he allegedly

pressured judges to deliver favorable decisions.  [The

Korea Herald] [Yonhap]

On Friday, as part of the investigation the office of a

former presidential secretary has been raided.

[Yonhap] The current Supreme Court Chief Justice, Kim

Myeong-su, is also under scrutiny as prosecutors

accuse him of obstructing justice for his “deliberate

failure” to push for accountability of those involved in

the judicial scandal. [The Korea Times]
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Asian countries on UN’s shameful list over

attacks on human rights activists

(am) A number of Asian countries found themselves on

the UN's list of 38 "shameful" countries displaying an

"alarming" level of harsh reprisals and intimidation

against those who cooperate with the UN on human

rights issues. [Reuters]

Pointed out are also practices of selective application

of laws and new legislation that restrict or obstruct

organisations from cooperating with the UN, including

by limiting their funding capacity, especially from

foreign donors.

Among the Asian countries listed with new cases are

China, India, the Maldives, Myanmar, the Philippines

and Thailand. Other countries listed are Colombia,

Hungary, Israel, Morocco, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Turkey,

Turkmenistan, and Venezuela. [Times of India]

 

New Indian Chief Justice appointed

(am) Indian President Ram Nath Kovind consented to

assign Justice Ranjan Gogoi as the subsequent Chief

Justice of India after the stepping down of the

incumbent Chief Justice Dipak Misra. As per

agreement, the senior-most judge of the Supreme

Court is selected as the Chief Justice of India. [Times

Now]
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Pakistan: military stifles press freedom

(ot) Pakistan’s press freedom continues to be stifled by

the country’s powerful military reports the Committee

to Protect Journalists (CPJ).

Its report found that the military had quietly

established “lines of control” to pressure the media,

encouraging self-censorship through direct and

indirect acts of intimidation. Journalists overly critical

were attacked, threatened, or arrested by security

personnel. Even though the number of violent

instances against reporters has decreased, impunity

remains a serious issue. [Reuters, Pakistan Today]

 

Pakistan: PM Khan praises ISI for first line

of defense

(ot) New Prime Minister Imran Khan has visited the

headquarters of the powerful Inter-Services

Intelligence (ISI), where he received a briefing on

various strategic intelligence and national security

matters. He praised the ISI for its contributions for

national security, especially in the ongoing counter-

terrorism effort and reaffirmed that the government

and Pakistani people “firmly stand behind their armed

forced and intelligence agencies.” The Chief of Army

Staff reassured the PM that “the army will function like

any other government institution”, dismissing the claim

that the army usually interferes with civilian affairs.

Critics of the PM accuse him to be the security

establishment’s man in office. [Pakistan Today, The

Economic Times]

 

Nepal faces shrinking civil society space

and press freedom

(ot) Nepal’s civil space is challenged by a newly

proposed set of draconian laws by which the ruling

Communist Party tries to curb Western organizations’

influence while affecting pillars of democracy such as

press freedom as well. Its new National Integrity Policy

aims at tightening the government’s grip on

international governmental and non-governmental

organizations by imposing a tight regime to monitor

organizations in focus. Their annual budget and

programs would for instance require prior permission

from the Finance Ministry while they would be

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-m/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-c/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-q/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-q/


restricted from sending reports to their headquarters

without the Nepali government’s approval.

Moreover, the introduction of the new civil and

criminal code has raised concerns over the restriction

of press freedom. [The Diplomat]

For a longer historical overview of Nepal´s rights

development see [Nepali Sansar]

 

Maldives: President Yameen under

pressure over corruption allegations and

draconian visa requirements for foreign

journalist

(dql) Shortly ahead of the presidential elections, slated

for this Sunday, Maldives president Yameen, who is

seeking a second term, has come under pressure

following findings of an investigation conducted by the

Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project

claiming his personal involvement in the country’s

biggest corruption scandal, an 80 million USD scheme

to lease out dozens of islands and lagoons to tourism

developers without public tender revealed back in

2016. [Maldives Independent]

In the meanwhile, the main opposition Maldivian

Democratic Party (MDP) demanded that the

government eases “draconian” new visa measures

viewed as an attempt to prevent foreign journalists

from entering the country to cover the election and to

“reduce scrutiny of (Yameen’s) unlawful and

unconstitutional behavior.”

According to the new visa requirements journalists

need a business visa to enter the country, for which

they need a Maldivian sponsor, and submit forms

giving details of previous employment, travel history,

qualifications, bank account details and a police

clearance certificate. Previously, journalists were able

to receive visas on arrival. [Reuters]

 

Sri Lanka seeks UN reprieve over war

crimes probe

(jm) Sri Lankan President Sirisena announced that he

will request “concessions” from the United Nations

pertaining to the implementation of 2015 Human

Rights Council resolution for which the deadline is set

for March 2019. He said that he will particularly ask the
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UN to drop the demand for state accountability over

the alleged killing of some 40,000 Tamil civilians by

government forces during the civil war and to allow Sri

Lanka to “amicably resolve” this issue by its own.

[Channel News Asia]

 

Nepal faces shrinking civil society space

and press freedom

(ot) Nepal’s civil space and the pillars of democracy,

including freedom of the press, equality, and liberty,

are being challenged by a new set of draconian laws.

The ruling Communist Party of Nepal is trying to curb

Western organizations’ influence in the country. The

new National Integrity Policy tightens the government’s

grip on international governmental and non-

governmental organizations. The proposed set of

policies aim to closely monitor the organizations,

require them to seek permission from the Finance

Ministry for their annual budget and programs, and

restrict them of sending their reports to their

headquarters without the government’s approval.

In addition, the introduction of the new civil and

criminal code has raised concerns over the restriction

of press freedom. A number of provisions are

problematic for the work of investigative journalists as

well as photojournalists. [The Diplomat]

 

Nepali Congress plans to power

(ot) The Nepali Congress has resolved to restructure

the party in an effort to address the poor

organizational set-up and factional conflicts believed to

have been the caused its electoral defeat to the Nepal

Communist Party last year. [Himalayan Times]
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Repeal of Malaysian anti-fake news act

blocked in Senate

(ls) Malaysia's opposition-led Senate blocked an effort

to repeal the anti-fake news Act. In August, the Pakatan

Harapan-dominated lower house of parliament

repealed the Act. But Barisan Nasional (BN) Senate

leaders and members of the right-wing Islamist party,

Parti Islam se-Malaysia, blocked the repeal’s

enactment. The bill will go back to the lower house for

another vote. Under Article 68(2) of the Federal

Constitution, Senators can merely delay the passing of

an Act and not block it entirely. However, it can only be

brought to the Senate after a year from the date of the

Act’s first passing. [Channel News Asia] [The Star]

 

Malaysia’s Anwar Ibrahim: Getting set for

power handover from Mahatir?

(ls) Anwar Ibrahim will contest for a seat in Malaysia’s

parliament, as a party MP resigned to make way for

the senior leader just months after the Pakatan

Harapan coalition won the May general election.

Anwar returned to public life after years of

incarceration. He needs a seat in parliament to

legitimize his position as the coalition’s prime minister-

in-waiting until Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad

steps down. Anwar will run for the People’s Justice

Party (PKR) in a by-election for the seat of Port Dickson

in the south-western state of Negri Sembilan. Port

Dickson has been a constituency that was won by the

PKR in the last three terms. [Reuters] [Straits Times]

Anwar's political comeback is part of an agreement

with his onetime archenemy, Prime Minister Mahathir

Mohamad, who sent him to jail. For the general

election, Anwar and Mahathir joined hands under the

Pakatan Harapan banner, unseating former Prime
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Minister Najib Razak and achieving the country's first

transfer of power since independence in 1957. Under

the deal, Mahathir is to hand over power to Anwar in

two years, though the timing has yet to be clarified.

[Nikkei Asian Review]

 

Status of Malaysia’ Sabah and Sarawak to

be upgraded?

(ls) Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad

announced that the status of Sabah and Sarawak, both

located on the island of Borneo, as equal partners in

the nation will be restored under the new federal

government, once the review on the Malaysia

Agreement 1963 (MA63) has been completed.

According to that agreement, the regions of Sabah,

Sarawak, Singapore, and the Federation of Malaya

merged as equal partners. Two years later, Singapore

exited. And in 1976, the constitution was amended to

downgrade Sabah and Sarawak as the 12th and 13th

state of Malaysia. [Straits Times 1]

However, Pakatan Harapan needs to secure a two-

thirds majority in Parliament before the ruling coalition

can make amendments to the Federal Constitution.

The coalition currently has 125 out of 222 seats in the

Dewan Rakyat. The support of 148 MPs is for

amending constitution. Elaborating on the scope of

such an amendment, Mahatir said, “either we have

more Sabahans and Sarawakians working in the

peninsula and in the federal government or else we

will need to have some of the decision-making

transferred to Sabah and Sarawak.” [Straits Times 2]

 

Myanmar: UN agencies get green light to

start work in Northern Rakhine

(jm) The Myanmar government has given permission to

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR) and the United Nations Development

Program (UNDP) to send staff to Maungdaw town in

northern Rakhine State to conduct assessments of

people’s needs there. The UN agencies will be allowed

to asses 23 villages and 3 other village tracts that have

been chosen by the Burmese authorities. A reporting

officer of the UNHCR said that it was the first step in

implementing the Memorandum of Understanding

signed by Myanmar and the UN agencies in June.

Nonetheless, no starting date for the repatriation of

the refugees has been given. [Myanmar Times 1]
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Speaking about the Rohingya crisis at the World

Economic Forum on ASEAN in Hanoi last week, State

Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi admitted that “with

hindsight the situation could have been handled

better”. [Myanmar Times 2]

 

Continued Duterte-Trillanes standoff in

the Philippines

(ls) The standoff between Philippine President Duterte

and Senator Trillanes, which we reported in last week’s

AiR, is still ongoing. Duterte went on live television for a

one-on-one conversation with a legal adviser. He dared

those in the military who supported Mr. Trillanes and

former President Benigno S. Aquino III, who granted

Mr. Trillanes’s amnesty in 2010, to attempt a revolt, a

day after the head of the armed forces warned soldiers

not to take sides. [New York Times]

While the Supreme Court, seized by Trillanes, did not

issue an injunction against Duterte’s order calling

military and police to arrest Trillanes, the judges said

they took “cognizance of the pledge by the military and

police not to arrest the senator until a final ruling” was

made by a lower court. It also noted what it called

Duterte’s “categorical pronouncements” that the

senator would not be detained until a court issued a

ruling. Now, two Makati City Regional Trial Court

branches have yet to act on the Department of Justice’s

motions for an arrest warrant. [Rappler]

Providing additional background of the story, the

South China Morning Post describes how the feud

started. During the 2016 presidential campaign,

Trillanes accused Duterte of not declaring substantial

assets. He also summoned Duterte’s son Paolo to a

Senate probe on the smuggling of 6.4 billion pesos

worth of crystal meth from China. President Duterte

then, unsuccessfully, tried to frame Trillanes with

money laundering in Singapore. However, the feud has

now become also a test of allegiance for parts of the

military who support Trillanes. [South China Morning

Post]

 

Laws on MPs and Senators royally

endorsed, paving way for 2019 Thai

election

(ot) The organic laws on the election of MPs and the

selection of senators, the last two key pieces of

legislation required for the general election to be held
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in Thailand, received royal endorsement and were

published in the Royal Gazette.  The law on senator

selection goes into force immediately. The law on the

election of MPs will come into effect in 90 days, after

which an election is required by the 2017 constitution

to be held within 150 days, or around mid-December.

As a result, the legal deadline for the election is

effectively set for May 2019, five years after the 2014

coup d’état. [Al Jazeera]

During this period, constituencies will be redrawn by

the Election Commission (EC). Five hundred MPs,

including the winners in 350 constituencies and 150

party-list MPs allocated on the basis of proportional

representation, will be elected in the lower house.

Under an interim provision of the law on the selection

of senators, 250 senators will be appointed. The EC is

responsible for selecting 50 senators, and the

remaining 200 senators will be hand-picked by the

ruling National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO).

Several seats are also reserved for military leaders.

[Bangkok Post 1, Bangkok Post 2]

Following the royal endorsement, Prime Minister

General Prayut Chan-O-Cha invoked his special power

under Section 44 for the first time to partially lift the

ban on political activities. NCPO Order 13/2018 allows

political parties to hold certain ‘necessary activities’ in

the lead-up to the elections, on condition that they

inform the EC at least five days in advance. These

include holding executive meetings, recruiting new

members, selecting their candidates for the poll, and

holding public forum, among other administrative

tasks.

Primary voting, required by the constitution to ensure

better participation, but made difficult by time

constraints, was also adjusted under the order. The

extensive voting procedure will now be exempted in

the first national election, and replaced by the

selection process of a committee comprising 11

members to screen potential candidates who will then

be approved by the party executives. Seven of the

committee members are ordinary party members,

while four others are party executives themselves.

However, electoral campaigns remain restricted, and

parties are instructed to comply with NCPO orders and

regulations. Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-

Ngam also added that the political ban will not be fully

lifted until the organic law on the election of MP takes

effect. [Khaosod English, The Nation 1, Bangkok Post 3]

The government has continued to reiterate that the

general elections will be held on 24 February, despite

the NCPO’s history of failed promises. Analysts and
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politicians are also concerned about the absolute

power the junta has until a new government takes

office and the prospect of the free and fair elections.

The easing of the political activity ban only granted

parties limited freedom and did not end political

suppression. The exemption of the primary voting has

been seen as the junta’s backtracking on political

reform. Many have urged the government to stop

over-exercising its power and act as a caretaker

government during the preparations for the poll.

Political parties are set to meet the government to

discuss election preparations on 28 September. [The

Nation 2, Bangkok Post 4, The Nation 3]

 

Thailand listed on UN reprisal report

(ot) Thailand was listed among 38 countries that have

carried out acts of intimidation or reprisal against

those who seek to cooperate or have cooperated with

the United Nations (UN) in the annual report on

reprisals of UN Secretary-General António Guterres.

The report detailed country by country cases of

allegations of killing, torture and ill-treatment, arbitrary

arrests and detention, surveillance, criminalization,

and public stigmatization campaigns targeting victims

and human rights defenders. Two of such cases in

Thailand were mentioned in the report, including the

harassment of an ethnic Lahu indigenous rights

defender and the prosecution of a member of Thai

Lawyers for Human Rights. [Bangkok Post 1, The

Nation]

The Thai government has responded to the report,

saying that it will investigate the details of the cases

and ask relevant authorities for clarification. [Bangkok

Post 2]
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China-US trade dispute further escalating:

New tariffs on Chinese goods

(dql) Following two previous rounds of tariffs on

imports of Chinese goods to the US worth 50 billion

USD a year, US President Donald Trump announced to

impose new tariffs worth 200 billion USD annually, to

take effect on next Monday with 10% at the beginning

and rising to 25% from January 1, 2019.  Trump further

warned China not to retaliate threatening duties on

about 267 billion USD more in case Beijing took

counter-measures against the new tariffs. [Time]

Despite this warning, China’s Commerce Ministry

expressed “deep regrets” over Washington’s unilateral

actions and announced to retaliate, however, without

disclosing timeline and scope of the counter-measures.

[Commerce Ministry statement, in Chinese]

In a latest development, Chinese government sources

revealed that plans to send a delegation led by the

country’s top economic adviser to Washington for

trade talks upon an invitation from US Treasury

Secretary Steven Mnuchin are likely to be cancelled in

the wake of Trump’s move. [South China Morning Post]

 

Japan-Russia relations: Putin proposes

peace treaty "without any preconditions"

(ts) During the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok

last week, Russian President Putin took Japanese Prime

Minister Shinzo Abe by surprise with a proposal of a

peace treaty “without any preconditions” by the end of

the year on the basis of which both sides would

continue talks on solving the decade-long territorial

dispute over a chain of pacific islands called on the

Russian side Southern Kurils and on the Japanese side
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the Northern Territories. While Abe, citing the need for

continuing the dialogue between both countries to

lessen hostilities and scepticism, refrained from

directly responding to proposal at the forum, his Chief

Cabinet Secretary was outspoken in declining Putin’s

offer reassuring Japan’s stance of solving the territorial

dispute first before concluding a peace treaty. [Nikkei

Asian Review][Japan Times]

 

Japan: Submarine drill in South China Sea

made public for the first time

(dql) In a rare move, Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense

Force for the first time ever revealed that a Japanese

submarine conducted a drill in the South China Sea

accompanied by a helicopter carrier and two

destroyers. The exercise was conducted within the

Nine-Dash Line, China's self-declared maritime claim,

prompting a rebuke by the Chinese Foreign Ministry

warning outside-countries of doing “anything that

would harm regional peace and stability." [Global

Times]

While Prime Minister Abe tried to downplay the

significance of the drill and assured that it was not

directed against any specific country, the move is

widely seen as an attempt to counter Beijing’s military

muscle-flexing in the South China Sea, signaled not

least by the fact that following the end of the drill the

submarine crew made a port call to Cam Ranh Bay in

Vietnam which strongly opposes China's ambitions in

the South China Sea. [Nikkei Asian Review][Bloomberg]

 

South Korea: Advancing maritime military

capabilities

(dql) South Korea’s Defence Acquisition Programme

Administration (DAPA) announced the launch of the

first of nine indigenously built KSS-III diesel-electric

submarines.  KSS III submarines are the first boats in

the South Korean Navy having the capability to

vertically launch ballistic or cruise missiles. The launch

signals South Korea’s efforts to boost advanced anti-

submarine warfare capabilities against a purported

growing threat posed by North Korean submarines.

[The Diplomat]

 

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-ij/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-ij/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-it/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-ii/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-ii/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-ik/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-iu/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-butuyly-l-dl/


The ongoing unease in the US-India

rapprochement

(hg) In times of an assertively sanctioning US

administration, the China motivated US-Indian

rapprochement is still under stress with India´s

strategic investment in Iran´s Chabahar port, its import

of Iranian oil and its deep defense ties with Russia.

While the US is still studying India's Chabahar port

investment in Iran, it has already requested India to

lower down its oil imports from Iran to zero by

November or to possibly face sanctions. [NDTV]

As India imports its fuel to 80 % while its rupee

continues to be under pressure having caused

widespread public protests recently, the issue is of

some concern for the Modi government. Meanwhile,

petrol prices are steadily rising, and on the way to

approach an unprecedented pike with elections

looming next year. [Quartz India]

Another bone of contention is India´s wish to conclude

its purchase of the Russian state-of-the-art S-400

missile defense system. The deal is threatened by the

US Countering America's Adversaries Through

Sanctions Act aiming at Russia and those dealing with

it.

Ahead of Russian President Putin's India visit of the

annual India-Russia summit next month, Indian

Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has now stated

that India will not allow its time-tested defence and

security ties with Russia to be impacted by US

sanctions. Referring to Indian sovereignty with regards

to its relationship with other countries she stressed:

“We shall maintain it in all earnestness”.

Russia has been one of India's key suppliers of arms

and ammunition. Ironically, India seeks the S-400 in

particular to protect its border with China which has

been the first foreign buyer of the legendary missile

system in 2014 with Moscow having already started

delivery. [Economic Times]

As India, the US is sending mixed messages on the

bumpy road to friendship. On the one hand, the US

supported India´s recent attempt to secure

membership of the 48-member Nuclear Suppliers

Group that is charged with controlling nuclear trade,

an attempt however, that was doomed to fail due to

China's veto. [Times of India 1]

At the same time, a US Congressional report claims,

Hindu nationalism has been a dangerously rising
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political force in India eroding its secular nature,

especially since Modi´s election victory in 2014. As

much as the observation is fairly accurate as much it is

not new. In India, some received it as hinting at

another possible stick in bilateral relations. [Times of

India 2]

 

India and France enhance space

cooperation aiming at maritime

surveillance

(hg) India and France plan to jointly launch 8-10

satellites as part of a “constellation” for maritime

surveillance. The project would represent India's

largest space cooperation with any other country.

While the satellites will focus on the Indian Ocean,

France will also share its expertise with the Indian

Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on inter-planetary

missions to Mars and Venus. Robust bilateral space

cooperation goes back six decades already. [Economic

Times]

 

Pakistan´s Supreme Court, the US and the

terror issue

(am) After the US have forcefully reiterated that

bilateral relations will depend on Pakistan´s stance on

terrorism, halting even a $300-million assistance

package for its former core ally in the region [AIR], the

Pakistan Supreme Court has permitted a foundation

linked to the mastermind of the 26/11 Mumbai attack

and his terror organisation Jamaat-ud-Dawah (JuD) to

carry on assistance and charity actions in Pakistan,

thereby overruling a government petition against him.

[ANI]

 

Mixed stances on China’s one belt one

road project by Pakistani leadership

(ot) Only a day after Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi

concluded a visit to Pakistan discussing also the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor, Pakistan’s commerce

minister Abdul Razak Dawood surprisingly suggested

in an interview suspending projects the Pakistan leg of

China’s Belt and Road Initiative for a year. He claimed

that the CPEC contracts had been unfairly negotiated

by the previous Pakistani government and were too
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favorable to the Chinese side. Despite ongoing

problems on the ground, such a criticism has been

unheard from the official side and immediately muted

with the government reaffirmed the mutual benefits of

the China-funded mega projects. [Reuters 1] [The

Express Tribune]

Pakistan is currently hit by a domestic debt crisis and

struggling to make payments on the projects possibly

needing an (IMF-)bailout soon. [Washington Post]

Against this background, Pakistan’s army chief General

Bajwa has begun a three-day visit to China after

Minister Dawood stirred the unease with China.

[Reuters 2]

 

Turkey to back Pakistan over Kashmir

issue at UN

(am) Pakistan claims that Turkey will back its proposal

to discover a non-violent resolution to the Kashmir

dispute at the UN and also maintains support for

Pakistan's participation in the Nuclear Suppliers Group.

The Foreign Ministers of both nations recently met and

agreed to boost their trade, economic, investment and

defense relations. [India.com]

 

Sri Lanka-Indonesia relations: Deepening

economic cooperation

(jm) At the World Economic Forum (WEF) on ASEAN in

Hanoi, the Indonesian President and the Sri Lankan

Prime Minister agreed on strengthening cooperation in

the industrial sector to improve economic growth of

the two countries. Indonesia offered to build a

“complete package” of railway facilities and

infrastructure in Sri Lanka. In addition to the railroad

sector, the Governments of Indonesia and Sri Lanka

also followed up on previous agreements in the trade

sector. One of them is the joint efforts of the two

countries to export ready-made garments to the

European Union. [Ada Derana]

 

World Economic Forum on ASEAN in Hanoi

(ls) Last week, the World Economic Forum on ASEAN

took place in Hanoi. Education, technology, and soft

skills, related to the so-called Fourth Industrial
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Revolution, took center stage among the topics

discussed. However, looking beyond ASEAN, fears of a

trade war between the United States and China were

voiced as they could sow distrust and damage

progress being made to combat poverty. [Straits Times

1] [Straits Times 2]

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen took the

opportunity to defend his country against the

international condemnation of recent general

elections, which were seen by many as a farce after the

main opposition party was dissolved. He also came to

the rescue of Myanmar against accusations that its

military engaged in genocide against the country’s

Rohingya minority, saying “the countries that do not

know our countries, please leave us to solve our

problems for ourselves.” Myanmar leader Aung San

Suu Kyi herself said that the government accepts “100

percent of accountability” for the conflict in Rakhine

state. [Reuters] [Devex]

 

ASEAN cyber security center opened in

Thailand

(ls) A cyber security center opened in Thailand to train

personnel from countries in the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to help combat cyber

threats in the attack-prone region. About 700

cybersecurity personnel from Southeast Asia are

expected to graduate from the Japan-designed

programs, which include cyber defense, digital

forensics and malware analysis. [Reuters]
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The politics of caring in the Philippines
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German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and

Good Governance - CPG

Room 204, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University, 2 Prachan Road,

Bangkok 10200, Thailand

(ls) To understand the popularity of the Philippine

President Rodrigo Duterte, Janus Isaac Nolasco

describes that it is necessary to understand the impact

and history of the politics of caring in the Philippines.

He argues to treat the politics of caring not as

deception or as a deviation from modern, rational, and

institutional forms of politics. It should rather be seen

as a framework on its own right, with different yet

legitimate assumptions about the relationship

between the ruler and the ruled, the mode of

governance and the scale of political action. [New

Mandala]

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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