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China and Vatican sign landmark
agreement on bishop appointments

(dqgl) In a historic move, China and the Vatican have
signed an agreement under which Pope Francis
recognizes Beijing appointed clerics previously not
recognized by Rome and/or excommunicated while
Beijing, in return, recognizes some, though not all, of
the bishops previously appointed by the Holy See.
[South China Morning Post]

The deal has been met with mixed reactions among
Catholics around the world. While proponents view the
deal as a breakthrough to secure the Catholic Church
access to the world’s most populous country and

to spaces for better protecting its estimated 10 million
followers [Vatican Insider], critics voiced concerns over
making a pact with an increasingly authoritarian
regime whose human rights record is steadily
worsening. [CNN] Most outspoken among is Hong
Kong cardinal Joseph Zen denouncing the agreement
as “betrayal of the Catholic faith” and demanding the
resignation of Vatican's Secretary of State Pietro
Parolin who has been instrumental in the making of
the deal. [Reuters]
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China: Control over cyber space to be
tightened

(dgl) Newly appointed head of China's Cyberspace
Administration Zhuang Rongwen has vowed to
strengthen Communist Party control over the country's
online population, the world's largest with 800 million
users. Speaking of a “people’s war over the control of
the internet ecology” in an article the Party's flagship
journal ‘Qiushi’ (Seeking Truth) he urged all involved
media stakeholders to combine efforts in fighting
“wrong ideological trends” including misrepresenting
the history of the party, country and the military,
negating the leadership of the party or the socialist
system, attacking the party's guidelines and policies to
undermining the ideology or image of party leaders, as
well as rumours and terrorism-related video or audio.
Internet tech companies would be strictly held
responsible for content management. [South China
Morning Post][Qiushi, in Chinese]

In a related move, the National Radio and Television
Administration announced draft regulations aimed at
limiting foreign content on broadcast television and
online video platforms to 30% of daily airtime on all
channels and to remove it completely from evening
prime time between 7-10 p.m. [Variety]

Japan: Abe wins 3rd term as Liberal
Democratic Party president

(dgl) As widely expected, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
won a commanding victory in last week's ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) leadership election against
former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba receiving 553
out of a total of 810 votes of rank-and-file party
members. [The Mainichi]

Abe's win came despite the challenges he faced in the
wake of domestic political scandals in which he was
allegedly involved, stagnant wages and his declining
influence in negotiations over North Korea's nuclear
program. [New York Times]

South Korea: National Administration
Court to be shut down
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(cc) Following a power abuse scandal involving his
predecessor, the Supreme Court Chief Justice, Kim
Myeong-su, ordered the shutdown of the National
Administration Court, the agency in charge of the daily
operation and general administrative duties of the
judiciary, and the transfer of its functions to a separate
committee. Kim's predecessor, Yang Sung-tae, is
accused of having used the administrative organ of the
judiciary for political purposes. The Supreme Court
Chief Justice stated that he “will focus on structural
changes that can do away with the court's bureaucratic
culture and non-transparent administrative
arrangements”. This announcement takes place a week
after Moon's call for a self-reform of the judiciary to
face “a crisis the judiciary branch has never faced
before”. [The Korea Times]

Law and Politics in
South Asia

India launches world’s largest
government healthcare scheme

(am) Ahead of national elections in May, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has launched the world's
largest government health insurance program for
economically marginalised people. [HT] The flagship
scheme promises free coverage for half a billion of
India’s poorest citizens, the bottom 40% of India’s 1.25
billion people.

A report published by The Lancet’ medical journal
found substandard healthcare responsible for an
estimated 1.6 million deaths a year in India - the
highest rate anywhere in the world. [Guardian]
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Ex French President puts serious
allegations against India

(am) Former French President Francois Hollande
affirmed that the Modi-led government had influenced
a defense deal which is suspected to harbour a huge
corruption scandal [Quint] involving French aerospace
company Dassault Aviation and Anil Ambani-led
Reliance Defence. [India Today]

Indian government introduces new
memorial days in militarist move

(am) The Indian government has decided to celebrate
special days to display its victories and achievements
representing its resolve to do whatever it takes when it
comes to national security. The nationalistic project
starts with September 29 as ‘Surgical Strike Day’, two
years after Indian troops destroyed camps in Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir as a response to an attack on an
army base.

All ministers and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MPs have
been “directed to go to their constituencies to organise
events

In this context, the University Grants Commission has
directed Indian universities and higher educational
institutes throughout the country to also celebrate
requesting National Cadet Corps (NCC) units of all
Indian universities to arrange an exceptional parade
and conferences with ex-servicemen to enlighten
students about military martyrdom. [HT]

Pakistan court released ex-PM Sharif from
prison - just to summon him again

(ot/am) Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif of
Pakistan and two family members were released from
prison after having been found guilty of corruption
earlier in July for not being able to prove the source of
assets used to purchase luxury properties in London
for which they were sentenced to ten and seven years
in jail respectively. The Islamabad High Court
suspended their jail sentences, ruling that the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB), Pakistan's anti-corruption
watchdog, was unable to prove a financial link between
the former prime minister and the properties. The NAB
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is expected to appeal the court's verdict at the
Supreme Court. Sharif, however, remains barred from
politics for life by the Supreme Court for being
dishonest in a parliamentary wealth declaration. [Al
Jazeeral]

The decision was seen as possibly strengthening
Sharif's and his daughter’s political future and the
position of his Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
Party in the upcoming by-elections in October. [The
New York Times, Pakistan Today]

Shortly after the Islamabad ruling, however, the Lahore
High Court has motioned Sharif for treason charges
over comments on the 26/11 Mumbai terror assaults.
Sharif had stated in an interview that terrorist
organisations based in Pakistan were guilty for the
assaults. "Call them non-state actors, should we permit
them to cross the border and kill people in Mumbai?".
[NIE] [Reuters]

Pakistan: PM Khan promised citizenship
to Afghan refugees

(ot) Prime Minister Imran Khan pledged to grant
citizenship to Afghan refugees in Pakistan. The country
is home to one of the world's largest refugee
populations, with over 1.4 million registered Afghan
refugees who faced deportation, harassment, and
discrimination in Pakistan for years. However, the
pledge risks sparking a backlash from nationalist
Pakistani who consider Afghan refugees as criminals
and invaders and could also be a test of PM Khan's
relations with the army which likewise suggests that
Afghan refugees form a security threat. The great
majority of Afghan refugees in Pakistan are ethnic
Pashtuns, who also form a key component of Khan's
own constituency. [CNN]

Nepal: Ruling party seeks impeachment of
new Chief Justice

(ot) Parliamentarians from the ruling Nepal Communist
Party (NPC) have started a signature campaign in order
to fill an impeachment motion against the nomination
of Deepak Raj Joshee as Supreme Court Justice. In
August, the Parliamentary Hearing Committee rejected
Joshee’s nomination as Supreme Court Chief Justice.
[Kathmandu Post]
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Maldives: Opposition candidate elected
new president

(dqgl) In a surprise victory opposition candidate Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih from the Maldivian Democratic Party
has won the Maldives' presidential election against
President Abdulla Yameen. According to provisional
vote counting he obtained 134,616 votes to beat
Yameen who received 96,132 and who conceded his
defeat.

Maldives is of key strategic importance in the rivalry
between China and India. Solih’s victory is believed to
lead to loosening of the country's close ties to China
which Yameen had established under his presidency
since 2013. [BBC]

Law and Politics in
Southeast Asia

Australian filmmaker released from
Cambodian imprisonment in continued
string of pardons

(Is) Australian filmmaker James Ricketson who was
sentenced by a Cambodian court to six years in prison
on spying charges has been granted a royal pardon.
After 16 months of imprisonment, he was released
from prison and left the country for Australia.
Ricketson’s pardon came a few days before Hun Sen,
who has held power for more than 33 years, was
scheduled to travel to New York to attend the United
Nations General Assembly. A number of Cambodian
activists and opposition lawmakers, including former
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opposition leader Kem Sokha, were freed in the weeks
following July's election. Prime Minister Hun Sen's party
claimed a landslide victory in a vote with no main
opposition. [BBC] [South China Morning Post]

Presidential election campaigns kicked off
early in Indonesia

(Is) Campaigning for Indonesia's presidential election in
April 2019 kicked off on Sunday, pitting incumbent Joko
Widodo against former military general Prabowo
Subianto. Jokowi is ahead in current polls, but he is
facing challenges over his economic record, with the
Indonesian rupiah at two-decade lows. Prabowo, who
lost to Jokowi in 2014, was a top military figure in the
chaotic months before dictator Suharto was toppled by
student protests in 1998. He was later discharged from
the military. Campaigning is likely to focus on the
economy, inequality, identity politics and rising
intolerance across the sprawling Southeast Asian
archipelago. [Straits Times]

The most incendiary attacks have targeted Jokowi's
religion and ethnicity, such as false accusations that he
is a Christian and the son of Chinese communists. In
response, Jokowi chose as his running mate a
conservative cleric from Indonesia’s largest Muslim
group, Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), which has around 40
million members. By contrast, conservative Prabowo
chose Sandiaga Uno, a U.S.-educated businessman
who ran successfully last year to be Jakarta's vice
governor, before resigning to be his running mate.
[Reuters]

When elected in 2014, Jokowi was not from the political
elite or an ex-general, but rather a furniture salesman
turned mayor hailing from the central Javanese city of
Solo. Nevertheless, many observers have perceived
setbacks for democracy during his tenure. The
blasphemy conviction of former Jakarta governor
Basuki “Ahok” Tjahaja Purnama in May 2017, who was
once Jokowi's own deputy, is seen as emblematic of the
growing influence of right-wing religious groups and
the shrinking space for free speech. [Voice of America]

Malaysian ex-premier Najib
arrested/released again, as UMNO
disintegrates

(Is) Malaysia's former prime minister Najib Razak was
arrested again and will be charged over allegations
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that substantial amounts linked to the state
investment fund 1TMDB ended up in his personal bank
accounts. He was granted bail. The charges combine
25 graft and money-laundering counts involving RM2.6
billion (US$628 million). Najib had already been
arrested not long after the election and hit with seven
charges related to other 1TMDB corruption claims.
However, the new charges are substantially more
severe. [AFP] [Straits Times 1]

When reports about the bank transfers surfaced in
2015, they represented a turning point in the 1TMDB
scandal and dramatically raised pressure on Najib and
his inner circle. The attorney-general later cleared
Najib of any wrongdoing, saying the money was a
personal donation from the Saudi royal family. Najib
dismissed critics in government, jailed political
opponents and introduced legislation such as the fake-
news law that were aimed at silencing criticism to his
rule. [South China Morning Post 1]

In a separate development, the former ruling party
United Malays National Organisation (UMNO)
continues to disintegrate. Two former ministers have
resigned from the party: Former foreign minister
Anifah Aman as well as former minister of
international trade and industry Mustapa Mohamed.
Anifah said he would support the current
government's moves to restore Sabah and Sarawak as
equal partners in the federation as announced by
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad. Mohamed has quit
UMNO after 40 years of membership, sparking rumors
that he will join the ranks of the Pakatan Harapan (PH)
ruling coalition. [Straits Times 2] [Straits Times 3]

The South China Morning Post speculates whether the
end is near for UMNO. So far, five members of
parliament have resigned from the party and now sit
as independents. Rumors have it that some of them
may have been tempted to switch allegiances by Prime
Minister Mahathir who appears to be unsatisfied with
his current cabinet. UMNO is the largest party of the
Barisan Nasional coalition that had ruled Malaysia for
six decades. [South China Morning Post 2]

Mahatir firm on gay-marriage ban -
Anwar agrees

(Is) Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad said that
Malaysia cannot accept same-sex marriage or leshian,
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) rights. Malaysia
describes oral and anal sex as against the order of
nature. Relevant statutes, which go back to British
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colonial rule, stipulate jail for up to 20 years, caning
and fines for offenders, although enforcement of the
law is rare. A similar law has recently been declared
unconstitutional in India by the Supreme Court.
[Reuters]

Anwar Ibrahim, who is likely to replace Mahatir as
prime minister within the next years and who once
was himself imprisoned on sodomy charges, said he
shared Mahathir's view, but reiterated that colonial-era
sodomy laws need review. Anwar said Islam, and many
other religions, do not sanction same-sex marriages.
But the law on sodomy needed to be amended since it
can be open to abuse, as someone could be accused
without any proper evidence, such as in his own case.
[Straits Times] [New Straits Times]

Myanmar: International Criminal Court to
open a preliminary examination over
alleged Muslim deportations

(jm) Following the 3-judge panel’s ruling stating that
the International Criminal Court (ICC) had the
jurisdiction to prosecute Myanmar citizens over
Muslim deportations in Bangladesh despite Myanmar
not being party to the Rome Statute, the ICC
prosecutor announced last week that the court has
opened a preliminary examination. This process is not
a proper investigation but aims to examine the
information available in order to define if there is a
reasonable basis to proceed with an investigation. The
prosecutor’s office said that it will work on the charges
cited by the 3-judge panel's ruling but also on other
elements of Article 7 of the Rome Statute. [Myanmar
Times]

Myanmar: Calls for changing the
Constitution

(jm) At the occasion of the anniversary of the 2007
saffron revolution and in addition to calls for ending
the clashes with ethnic groups, monks in Myanmar
called for making greater efforts to ensure the security
and improve the lives of Myanmar people. A
community of monks urged the authorities to replace
the 2008 Constitution, saying that the military-drafted
Constitution was responsible for the ills afflicting
society. [Myanmar Times 1]

Speaking at the parliament the next day, a minister of
the State Counselor’s office, also stressed for changing
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the Constitution, claiming the need to establish a
democratic federal union. [Myanmar Times 2]

The British Foreign Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, who was
visiting Myanmar last week, also blamed the
Constitution, saying that it puts Aung San Suu Kyi into a
difficult position because “the militaries are not
accountable to her and are able to act with impunity”.
Nonetheless, he claimed that if Myanmar is not able to
give justice to the persecuted minority, the
international community will “use all the tools at [its]
disposal to make sure there is justice”, because “the
world is watching” and will not rest until something is
done. [The Telegraph]

Philippines: Update and more
backgrounds on Duterte-Trillanes
standoff

(Is) The Makati Regional Trial Court is preparing to
make its decision over the arrest of Philippine Senator
Antonio Trillanes after the Supreme Court referred his
petition for a temporary restraining order on the arrest
order issued by President Duterte to the local court.
The Department of Justice (DOJ) filed separate motions
asking the court to order the senator’s immediate
arrest. But instead, the judges ordered a series of
hearings to allow Trillanes and the state prosecutors to
present their respective sides. The Inquirer has
published an interesting portrait of the two judges
called to decide the case. [Inquirer]

In another background piece, Rappler describes how
Duterte took his own Cabinet by surprise when he
issued the arrest order against Trillanes. The order
bypassed two key Cabinet officials mandated to deal
with the legal and security implications of an amnesty
revocation. Rappler has also published a timeline of
the events so far. [Rappler]

Time Magazine writes that the standoff comes at a
trying time for Duterte: Amid pressure over high
inflation and the rising cost of basic goods, planned
church-led protests against the “rise of another
dictator”, and the prospect of an International Criminal
Court (ICC) investigation into the drug war, an
embattled Duterte has doubled down on his enmity
with Trillanes. [Time]

Tran Dai Quang, President of Vietnam,
dies at 61
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(Is) Vietnam'’s President Tran Dai Quang died on Friday
at age 61 after a prolonged and serious illness. He was
in office as president since April 2016. Quang's role as
president was seen as largely ceremonial. Unlike
China, where Xi Jinping is both president and
Communist Party chief, Vietnam has a power structure
in which responsibilities at the top are split among a
party chief, a president, who serves as head of state,
and a prime minister, who runs the government. Of
the three roles, the president is generally considered
the least powerful. Quang spent the latter part of his
career on the party’s elite 19-member Politburo, which
essentially sets the government's agenda. [New York
Times]

His time in office was dominated by a simmering
conflict with Beijing over the South China Sea. Also
during his time in office, a crackdown on dissidents
took place that rights groups have decried as a
violation of freedom of expression. Quang was the
former chief of the country’s powerful Ministry of
Public Security, which oversees the uniformed police
and a network of intelligence agents. Another major
incident during his term was last year's abduction from
Germany of Trinh Xuan Thanh, the former head of a
state-owned fuel company’s subsidiary. [South China
Morning Post]

Thailand: Parties see significant cut in
constituency candidates

(ot) The Election Commission (EC) announced the
redistribution of constituencies for the general
election, tentatively set for February next year.
Thailand will elect 350 MPs, one for each constituency,
based on the 2017 constitution. The total number of
constituencies was reduced by 25, from 375 in
previous elections. The northeastern region, the Pheu
Thai Party's strongholds, saw the largest cut in the
number of MPs. At the provincial level, 23 provinces
nationwide, including Bangkok, will see their number
of MPs reduced. Bangkok will have the most seats of
MPs with 30. [Bangkok Post 1]

The EC also approved a set of regulations on the
redrawing of constituencies, expected to be completed
in early November. Political parties could then be able
to proceed with primary voting before the organic bill
for the election of MPs comes into effect in early
December. [Bangkok Post 2]

The changes in the number of MPs were criticized for
undermining all political parties. Some critics also
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warned of possible gerrymandering with the redrawing
of constituencies. The new map could affect old parties
with established power bases, rather than new parties.
[Khaosod English, The Nation]

Meanwhile, Prime Minister and head of the ruling
National Council for Pace and Order (NCPO) General
Prayut Chan-O-Cha has for the first time openly
admitted that he is interested in pursuing a political
career. However, he has yet to decide which party he
will support. [Bangkok Post] PM Prayuth had previously
refused to clarify his political future, but the latest
confirmation came off as little or no surprise to many
political observers. Critics suspected over the years
that he would seek to retain his power following the
general election. He has been travelling around the
country, seen by political parties as an attempt to gain
publicity in the lead-up to the election. In addition,
some parties have declared their support for PM's
Prayut's return as premier after the election. [Khaosod
English]

Thailand’s Human Rights Commission to
investigate army'’s special control zone

(ot) The National Human Rights Commission of
Thailand (NHRCT) will investigate a complaint filed by
Pattani residents against the Fourth Army Region for
declaring one of the districts a “special control zone".
Following the declaration, the army conducted house
raids, detentions, and confiscation of people’s firearms
and vehicles for inspection. The individuals arrested
and detained were suspected of carrying out an attack
earlier this month that killed two soldiers and
wounded four others. Their families feared they might
be beaten or tortured into confessing. An NHRCT
member said the organization will investigate the
allegations and seek whether the army’'s measures
were legal and not merely an act of intimidation. [The
Nation]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-buuktdl-l-ir/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-buuktdl-l-iy/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-buuktdl-l-ij/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-buuktdl-l-it/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-buuktdl-l-it/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-buuktdl-l-ii/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-buuktdl-l-ii/

China-US relations further worsening over
new tit-for-tat tariffs and US sanctions
over Beijing's purchase of Russian
weapons

(dqgl) In the latest escalation of the Sino-US trade
dispute, both sides on Monday imposed new tariffs on
each other countries’ good with China retaliating US
tariffs worth 200 billion USD with tariffs worth 60
billion USD. The two countries already exchanged
tariffs on 50 billion USD worth of each other’s goods
earlier this year. Beijing's new tariffs affect as much as
95% of all US exports to China. [Business Insider]

China’s counter-measure was followed by the
publication of a white paper of the State Council in
which Washington is accused of “pursuing
unilateralism and economic hegemony”, “distorting
market competition and impeding fair trade”. [Xinhua,

in Chinese]

Earlier last week, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
imposed under the Countering America's Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act sanctions on the Chinese
military's Equipment Development Department and its
head for China's purchases of Russian military
equipment including Su-35 combat aircraft and a S-400
surface-to-air missile system. [CNN] While the Chinese
Foreign Ministry denounced Washington’s move as a
serious violation of basic norms governing
international relations that “seriously damaged the
relations between the two countries and the two
militaries” and demanded the USA to “immediately
correct their mistake”, the Defense Ministry in protest
against the sanctions postponed joint military talks
scheduled to take place this week. [Chinese Foreign
Ministry] [South China Morning Post]
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In a latest development, the US consulate in Hong
Kong on Tuesday confirmed that Beijing turned down a
request for a US warship to visit the former British
colony in October. [Channel News Asia]

Meanwhile, U.S. State Department announced that is
has approved proposal to sell arms worth 330 million
US to Taiwan covering spare parts for F-16, C-130 and
F-5 indigenous defence fighter jets, and other aircraft
systems. [Focus Taiwan]

European Union biggest member states,
Russia and China set to estbalish
mechanism to bypass US sanctions
against Iran

(dgl) In an move to circumvent US sanctions against
Iran, imposed after Washington pulled out of the Iran
nulclear agreement, the United Kingdom, Germany,
France, Russia and China signed an agreement to
establish a special payments system which would allow
companies to continue doing business with Iran. The
agreement signals a new EU push to strengthen the
international role for the Euro in the wake of souring
EU-US relations. [Bloomberg]

China reaching out to Europe: Italy aims
to be China’s first G7 partner on belt and
road

(dqgl) At the end of his visit to China last week, Italy’s
Deputy Prime Minister Di Maio announced that Italy is
seeking to conclude a Memorandum of Understand
with China in the frame of its Belt and Road initiative
(BRI) by end of this year. The BRI currently covers more
than 80 countries, Italy would be the first among the G
7 nations to conclude such a MoU. [South China
Morning Post]

Inter-Korean relations: Denuclearization
back on track after Moon-Kim third
summit

(dgl/cc) The third summit between South Korean
President Moon Jae-in and North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un put denuclearization back on track. In the
Pyongyang Declaration both sides pledged to take
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additional steps toward denuclearization, including
Pyongyang's decision to permanently dismantle the
Tongchang-ri engine test site and missile launchers in
presence of experts from relevant countries and Kim's
pledge to shut down the Yongbyon nuclear facility,
North Korea's major nuclear facility, but only in return
for “corresponding measures” on US side which he
failed to specifiy. [Euronews]

A military agreement was also signed on the sidelines
of the summit centering on the creation of buffer
zone to prevent cross-border hostilities. This includes
the establishment of a “no-fly zone” inside the heavily
fortified Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), the suspension of
military drills near the DMZ and the disputed waters in
the West Sea, as well as disarmament of the Joint
Security Area. [Korea Herald]

In response to the Pyongyang Declaration, US
Secretary of State Pompeo extended an invitation to
his North Korean counterpart to meet in New York this
week where both diplomats will be attending the UN
general assembly signaling Washingtons readiness to
resume stalled talks about nuclear disarmament. [The
Guardian]

In a latest development, US President Donald Trump
announced on Monday at the United Nations
headquarters in New York where he was briefed by
Moon on the results of the summit that a second
meeting with Kim Jong-un is likely to take place “quite
soon” with a similar format to the Singapore summit in
June, albeit in a different location. [South China
Morning Post]

For a critical assessment of the summit, see Ankit
Panda in [The Diplomat] arguing that “North Korea’s
disarmament remains a distant goal” and while
“Moon's efforts will prevent an immediate collapse of
the U.S.-North Korea process, [...] Pyongyang and
Washington are no closer to forging an understanding
on the fundamental questions that divide them.”

Japan: Boosting military capabilities

(dql) Officials of the Japanese Defence Ministry
announced that Japan is Japan is to develop a new
generation of supersonic gliding bombs to enable the
military to deliver a warhead from a safe distance if
outlying islands it controls are attacked or occupied by
an enemy force, with a fully functional weapon to be
deployed by 2025. [Japan Times]
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Developing the India-Oman strategic
security ties

(hg) India and Oman continue to develop their bilateral
ties on occasion of Oman defence minister's visit. This
includes especially the early operationalization of
Oman's Dugm port for the Indian navy and the training
of Omanese military officers in India. The visit shall
also help further Oman'’s nascent space programme
and an expansion of bilateral military exercises while
the two sides are also looking to put in place a
mechanism for ensuring rule of law in the western part
of the Indian Ocean region.

Located on the south-eastern seaboard of Oman,
overlooking the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean, the
Dugm port has the potential to develop into one of the
region’s largest ports for which the Indian navy has
received berthing rights for its ships in the Gulf of
Aden.

Oman is India’s oldest defence partner in West Asia, an
ally in its anti-piracy campaign and the only country in
West Asia that conducts exercises of all three forces -
army, air force and navy - with India. Moreover, India
is also considering setting up defence production
facilities in Oman. [The Economic Times]

India cancels scheduled talk with Pakistan
over “evil agenda”

(ot) Less than 24 hours after agreeing to a meeting
with her Pakistani counterpart, India's foreign minister
called off what would have been the first high-level
encounter between the nuclear-armed neighbors in
three years. Initially, India agreed to an invitation by
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan to have a meeting
at the sidelines of the United Nations (UN) General
Assembly in the coming week. India cited in a
statement the recent killings of Indian security
personnel in restive Kashmir and the release of a
series of 20 postage stamps by Pakistan glorifying a
terrorist and terrorism. The statement called Pakistan’s
proposal for talks “the evil agenda” and said that “the
true face” of PM Khan “has been revealed to the
world”. [The Guardian]

India and Pakistan have fought three wars over
Kashmir, a Himalayan territory divided between the
two countries but claimed in full by both. India has
long accused Pakistan of arming rebel groups in
Kashmir. Their relations have deteriorated since Indian
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi came to power in 2014.
The cancellation is likely to aggravate further tensions
between the two rivals. In response, Pakistan said that
it was “deeply disappointed” by India’s decision. It
rejected allegations of killing, calling it a “motivated
and malicious propaganda” and blamed India’s internal
politics for the cancellation. It also called the
comments made by India about PM Khan as “against
all norms of civilized discourse and diplomatic
communication”. [Al Jazeera 1, The Washington Post]

PM Khan also expressed his disappointment, calling
India’s decision as “arrogant” and “negative”. [Al Jazeera
2]

India Tells Russia its Indo-Pacific
Engagement is Not Directed At Any
Country

(hg) Ahead of Russian President Vladimir Putin's visit
next month, India has conveyed to Russia that its
engagement in the Indo-Pacific region is not directed
against any country after India joined the US, Australia
and Japan to revive the long-pending "Quad" coalition
which is seen as a China-containment plan.

India seeks Russia’s help to send humans
in space mission

(am) India has asked assistance from Russia to
accomplish its mission of sending a manned mission to
space by 2022 to become the fourth country to send a
human to space after Russia, US, and China. [HT]

World Bank support for economically
suffering India

(hg) While India’s currency has fallen by more than 12
percent this year against the dollar making it the
currently worst-performing currency in Asia largely due
to rising oil prices and the US - China trade war and its
repercussions [Al Jazeera clip], the World Bank
endorses a financial support framework for India's
transition to high-middle income nation. [The
Economic Times]

India is expected to receive USD 25-30 billion in
financial support under the ambitious five-year
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framework. [The Economic Times]

However, the Indian currency crisis seems still far less
threatening than the Turkish. India, besides ASEAN,
has moreover been mentioned by [Forbes] as the most
promising market in the world only some weeks ago.

Pakistan: PM Khan promised citizenship
to Afghan refugees

(ot) Prime Minister Imran Khan this week pledged to
grant citizenship to Afghan refugees in Pakistan. His
promise was welcomed by rights activists, saying it
would mark a policy reversal that affect over a million
people. The country is home to one of the world's
largest refugee populations, with over 1.4 million
registered Afghan refugees. They have faced
deportation, harassment, and discrimination in
Pakistan for years. However, Khan's pledge risks
sparking a backlash from nationalist Pakistani who
consider Afghan refugees as criminals and invaders.
Moreover, it could be a test of PM Khan's relations with
the army, as the country's military frequently suggests
that Afghan refugees are security threat. PM Khan's
latest move has also met with skepticism by some
observers who see it to be more politically motivated,
as the great majority of Afghan refugees in Pakistan
are ethnic Pashtuns, who form a key component of
Khan's power base. [CNN]

Pakistan’s financial crisis and its
geopolitical implications

(hg) Pakistan which suffers from a severe balance-of-
payments crisis will be visited by the IMF soon.
Whereas the country has gone to the IMF repeatedly
since the late 1980s - the last time in 2013 -, terms of
any new loan might be more stringent than in 2013
due to tense relations with the US, the international
lender’s biggest donor. US Secretary of State Pompeo
has recently voiced concerns over any IMF bailout that
would be used to repay Chinese loans given to
Islamabad. [Samaa]

Meanwhile, Pakistan prepares to ink a major
investment deal with Saudi Arabia [Tribune] which it
also just invited to join the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), the Pakistan leg of China's vast Belt
and Road infrastructure initiative linking it with the
Arabian Sea [Independent].
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Not different from the IMF, Saudi Arabia also has a
history of bailing out Pakistan, the last time in 2014, six
months after Pakistan obtained its last IMF bailout.
This causes speculations, Saudi Arabia might give
Pakistan another loan to help it avoiding a IMF bailout.
[Independent]

After all, it should be remembered in this context that
a member of PM Khan’s administration has recently
expressed rare public concerns about the conditions
under which Pakistan joins the CPEC, a sensitive issue
which soon became swept under the carpet again.
Caught between a rock and a hard place, Pakistan
might seek more support from third, especially Islamic
countries while continuing to deal with the US and
China as far as necessary.

Pakistan wishes to end Muslim tensions
and asks China to soften restrictions on
Muslims in Xinjiang

(ot/hg) Prime Minister Imran Khan expressed Pakistan
‘s wish to play a role in eliminating the tensions among
Muslim nations that weaken Islamic fraternity
[Pakistan Today], while a Pakistani minister has asked
China to soften its stance on the Chinese Muslim
minority in Xinjiang, a sensitive issue for the Chinese
side. [The Nation]

The minister proposed that Pakistani religious scholars
can visit the troubled region to help deradicalize
Uighur Sunni extremists. [The Nation]

Pakistan and Turkey on the way to
enhance defence and economic
cooperation?

(hg) Pakistan's ambassador to Turkey pledged to
increase defence cooperation between the two
countries to new levels. While doubts about the nearer
impact of the announced cooperation seem justified
on a technical level, bilateral security relations between
Turkey and Pakistan are highly significant as both
countries have been close US allies in the past that are
increasingly turning or threaten to turn to US
adversaries. [Defense News]

Improving bilateral ties might be reflected by an
investment decision of Turkey-based consumer goods
company Hayat Kimya that is about to invest $330
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million in Pakistan for setting up a manufacturing unit
for hygiene products.[Tribune]

Russia's New Good Friend: Pakistan

(hg) While India, once a close Russian ally, is on a
bumpy way to enhance its partnership with the US and
at the same time duly trying to keep friendship with
Russia, Pakistan, once America's Cold War ally against
the Soviet Union, is getting increasingly cozy with
Russia after China became a major investor in Pakistan
already. See for an interesting analysis of the growing
Pakistani - Russian security partnership. [The National
Interest]

Nepalese Army Chief lauds excellent ties
with Pakistan Army

(hg) Nepal’s Army Chief has just joined the celebration
of Pakistan’s Defence Day in Kathmandu to stress the
“excellent relations at the army to army level” a move
which comes after tensions arouse due Nepal'’s
surprise cancellation of joint military drills with India to
hold exercises with the Chinese military instead.
[Telegraph Nepal]

Sri Lanka-Thailand free trade agreement
on the way

(jm) Representatives of the Sri Lankan government
were in Bangkok last week for bilateral trade and
investment talks in preparation of a free trade
agreement between both countries whose conclusion
is set for 2020. Both sides seek to triple bilateral trade
to 1.5 billion USD by the end of 2020. According to
Auramon Supthaweethum, director general of the
trade negotiation department under Thailand's
Commerce Ministry, massive Chinese infrastructure
investment in Sri Lanka in the frame of the Belt and
Road initiative has made the island attractive for
Thailand to access other regional markets as Sri Lanka
has FTAs with India and Pakistan. [Nikkei Asian Review]

South China Sea update - and fresh
examples of embedded reporting
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(Is) China has criticized Western nations’ recent
operations in the South China Sea. Beijing's
ambassador to Britain said that big countries from
outside the region were abusing their freedom of
navigation rights and causing trouble in the region.
Moreover, he insisted that China and ASEAN made
progress in formulating a code of conduct,
demonstrating that countries in the region had the
confidence and capability to resolve disputes. The
comments came after the British warship HMS Albion
sailed near the disputed Paracel Islands, a group of
islands controlled by Beijing in the South China Sea on
August 31. [South China Morning Post]

Also, a Japanese attack submarine and three warships
took part in exercises in the South China Sea for the
first time, suggesting Tokyo's growing concern over
Beijing's expansion of man-made islands and military
assets there. The Japanese submarine then went on to
a visit to Vietnam, bolstering Japan's efforts to solidify
ties with Southeast Asian countries that have disputed
China’s claims in the region. Nonetheless, Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe plans to meet with Chinese
President Xi Jinping in Beijing next month. [New York
Times]

The South China Sea conflict is interesting also from a
media perspective, as we can see fresh examples of so-
called “embedded journalism”. CNN published an
interactive multimedia feature a few weeks ago, as we
also reported in AiR. [CNN] Now, the New York Times
followed suit with first-hand reporting from “near
mischief reef” aboard a U.S. Navy reconnaissance
plane. [New York Times] While the term embedded
journalism could be applied to many historical
interactions between journalists and military
personnel, it first came to be used in the media
coverage of the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq. The practice
has often been criticized for a possible lack of
objectivity. [Wikipedia]
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Transformations in Malaysia’s higher
education landscape

(dqgl) The recent national elections resulted in the
victory of Pakatan Harapan (Alliance of Hope) rising
hopes for a much needed reform of Malaysia’s higher
education system. Martha Puebla gives a critical
assessment on the prospects of the reform. [Asia
Dialogue]
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