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Law and Politics in

East Asia 

 

 

China acknowledges and legalizes

educational camps in Xinjiang

(dql) The Chinese government for the first time has

publicly acknowledged the existence of educational

camps for Muslim minorities in Xinjiang. In an

interview with state-run news agency Xinhua, Shohrat

Zakir, chairman of the government of Xinjiang Uygur

autonomous region, confirmed vocational education

institutions established to train “persons influenced by

terrorism and extremism who are suspected of minor

criminal offences for which they do not have to be

subject to penalties or can be exempted from criminal

punishment” in a number of subjects such as country’s

common language, legal knowledge, vocational skills,

and de-extremisation”. [South China Morning Post]

[Xinhua, for the interview in Chinese]

Zakir’s statement comes a few days after the Standing

Committee of Xinjiang’s legislature revised its “Law on

Elimination of Extremization in Xinjiang” to permit local

governments in the region to “educate and transform”

people influenced by extremism at “vocational training

centres” through teaching Chinese language, imparting

legal knowledge and vocational skills as well as

psychological and behavioral rectification.”

[News.Com.Au] [Sohu, for the revised law in Chinese]

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-j/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-t/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-i/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-d/


China, which had sofar denied such educational

camps, has come under pressure following reports of

the United Nations and Human Rights Watch accusing

Beijing of “mass arbitrary detention, torture, and

mistreatment” against the Turkic Muslim population in

the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region and of one

million detained in political education camps. [AiR

2/9/2018]

 

China: High profile corruption cases

(dql) Xi Jinping’s sweeping anti-corruption continues to

claim high-ranking targets. The Central Commission for

Discipline Inspection, China’s anti-corruption agency,

on Monday announced that Lai Xiaomin, former head

of Huarong Asset Management, one of China’s four

biggest state-owned asset-management firms, has

been expelled from the Party and will be prosecuted

over a number of wrongdoings including cronyism,

accepting bribes and embezzlement of public property.

[Reuters]

Last week, Ye Jianming, the former boss of CEFC China

Energy, China’s fourth-largest oil conglomerate, has

been linked to a bribery case involving toppled senior

official Wang Sanyun, former Communist Party

secretary in Gansu province. Court documents

broadcasted during the trial against Wang state that

Wang, who pleaded guilty for accepting bribes worth

close to 10 million USD,  had been charged with taking

bribes from Ye who has disappeared from public sight

since March 2018 [South China Morning Post].

In a third case, last week Meng Hongwei, former Head

of Interpol, was detained and put under investigation

over suspected bribery. [The Guardian]

 

South Korea: Former National Court

Administration deputy chief grilled over

allegations of Supreme Court power

abuse

(dql) Lim Jong-hun, former deputy chief of the National

Court Administration which handles much of the daily

operation and general administrative duties of the

judicial branch in South Korea, was questioned by the

prosecution over his alleged key role in a power abuse

case involving the Supreme Court and its former chief

justice Yang Sung-tae who is accused of

masterminding plans to influence court rulings of

politically sensitive cases in favor of then-President
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Park Geun-hye in return for her endorsement of Yang’s

push for the establishment of an appellate court as a

bridging institution between the top court and other

appellate courts. [Korea Herald] [Yonhap]

Meanwhile, prosecutors raided the office of Lee You-

jung, a former Constitutional Court justice nominee,

suspected of using private information to make more

than half a million USD profit from stock investments

in a local biotech company. [Korea Times]

 

Law and Politics in

South Asia 

 

 

Death Sentence for drug offenses in

Bangladeshi draft law

(cc) Bangladesh’s government approved the draft of

the Narcotic Control Act which provides for death

sentence for producing, smuggling, distributing and

using more than 5 grams of Yaba (methamphetamine

pills). The draft, which has still to go through

Parliament to be adopted, is part of a campaign

launched by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to harden

punishments for drug crime. Since May, police have

killed more than 200 people in a narcotic crackdown.

According to Odhikar, a human rights group, a third of

the killing took place after the people were arrested.

The current maximum punishment for Yaba-related

crime is a sentence of 15 years imprisonment.

[Reuters]
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19 people sentenced to death, opposition

leader to life imprisonment, as new

opposition alliance takes shape

(ls/am) A Court sentenced 19 people to death over the

2004 attack against now Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

when she was the opposition leader. Tarique Rahman,

now opposition leader, was sentenced to life

imprisonment. The court found Rahman guilty of

criminal conspiracy and multiple counts of murder

over the grenade attack that injured Hasina and killed

24 people. Rahman's mother, Khaleda Zia, was prime

minister at the time. [DW]

In February, his mother was sentenced to jail in a

corruption case and is since in Old Dhaka Central Jail. 

Rahman is acting as chairman of the Bangladesh

National Party (BNP) despite currently living in exile in

London and having been sentenced in abstentia in the

same case as his mother. [Al Jazeera]

Meanwhile, the small Jatiya Oikya Prokriya party led by

prominent Bangladeshi lawyer Kamal Hossain forged a

new alliance, the National Unity Front, with the

country’s main opposition party, the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP) led by Khaleda Zia. The two

other partners in the alliance are Jatiya Samajtantrik

Dal (JSD) led by Abdur Rab and Nagorik Oikya led by

Mahmudur Rahman Manna, a former Awami League

leader. [Daily Star]

The alliance could be seen as a boost against Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina’s government ahead of national

elections due in December. Zia is an archrival of Hasina

who seeks to return to power for a third time amid

opposition allegations that the next elections could be

rigged unless a non-party election-time caretaker

government is in place. [Washington Post]

 

Maldives president does not yet accept

his defeat

(ls) The Maldives’ President Abdulla Yameen filed a

legal petition with the Maldives Supreme Court to

challenge his landslide election defeat last month,

alleging that the vote was rigged by the independent

election commission. The election was won by Ibrahim

Mohamed Solih with 58.4 per cent of the vote. Yameen

had reluctantly conceded defeat amid international

pressure from regional superpower and immediate

neighbour India and others. [South China Morning

Post]
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Under pressure from the United States, Europe and

India, which is seeking to counter growing Chinese

influence in the strategically positioned 1,200-island

holiday paradise, Yameen said he would leave office on

17 November. In response to Yameen’s petition, the US

- which like the European Union threatened sanctions

if the elections were not free and fair - warned again it

would react if Yameen does not go quietly. [Straits

Times]

Meanwhile, former Maldivian foreign minister Dunya

Maumoon said after a meeting with India’s External

Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj that the Maldives and

India need to regain mutual trust. Maumoon met

Swaraj Saturday during an unofficial visit to India "on

behalf of" former president Maumoon Abdul Gayoom.

India's ties with the Maldives came under pressure

after Yameen, who was known to be close to China,

declared emergency in the country on February 5,

following an order by the country's Supreme Court to

release a group of opposition leaders, who had been

convicted in widely criticised trials. [Economic Times]

 

Pakistan’s Supreme Court postpones

announcement of final judgement in

major blasphemy case

(ls) A special three-member bench of the Supreme

Court reserved its judgement on the final appeal

against the execution of Asia Bibi, a Christian woman

sentenced to death for blasphemy. She was convicted

for blasphemy under Section 295-C of the Pakistan

Penal Code for allegedly defaming Muslim prophet

Mohammed. The offence carries the mandatory death

penalty under Pakistani law. [Dawn]

A hardline Pakistani Islamist group promised “terrible

consequences” if she was granted leniency. The ultra-

religious Tehreek-e-Labaik Pakistan (TLP) party warned

the court against any “concession or softness”. The TLP

won more than two million votes in the July 25

elections and wields wide influence due to street

power of its supporters. Bibi’s case has outraged

Christians worldwide and been a source of division

within Pakistan, where two politicians who sought to

help Bibi were assassinated, including Punjab governor

Salman Taseer, who was shot by his own bodyguard.

[Reuters]
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Pakistan’s president sacks High Court

judge over remarks against ISI

(am) Pakistan's President Arif Alvi has ousted Justice

Shaukat Aziz Siddiqui as a judge of the Islamabad High

Court over his statements against the country's spy

organisation ISI. Siddiqui had blamed the ISI of

influencing judicial proceedings and appealed that it

had loomed the High Court's Chief Justice to not let

former PM Nawaz Sharif out of jail before the

elections. [HT]

 

Sri Lanka’s new law for war victim

compensation

(ls) Sri Lanka’s Parliament passed legislation to pay

compensation to victims of the island’s civil war, nearly

a decade after the end of the conflict which claimed

100,000 lives. The legislature voted to approve a broad

reparations bill, which seeks to establish an

independent office that will compensate survivors as

well as victims’ next of kin. The long-delayed legislation

had been a key demand of international observers

urging reconciliation in the island nation, where

divisions between minority Tamils and majority

Sinhalese persist. [The Hindu]
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Malaysia: Anwar Ibrahim elected to

parliament in by-election
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(jk) This past weekend constituted another step in the

return of Anwar Ibrahim to active politics. Anwar

decisively won the Port Dickson by-election on

Saturday, triggered when the incumbent MP, a

member of Anwar’s People’s Justice Party (PKR),

stepped down to make way for Anwar’s bid. With a

voter turnout of just below 60%, Anwar outperformed

his closest challenger decisively and won the popular

vote with 71.3% support [Channel News Asia].

Before the general election, the party heads of Pakatan

Harapan had agreed that in 2020 Mahathir would step

down to make way for Anwar as premier. So far, PM

Mahathir has signaled that he will stand by the

agreement. Anwar’s election as an MP was both an

important formality as it is required that Malaysia’s PM

is a member of parliament, but it was also an

important measure of his support.

So far, Anwar has stated that he does not have an eye

on a position within the cabinet at this stage. [Strait

Times] For a brief overview of Anwar’s career in

Malaysian politics see [Strait Times II]

 

Malaysia: Abolition of the death penalty?

(jk) Last week, the Cabinet put in motion a discussion

on the end of the death penalty in Malaysia. If

parliament approves its abolishment, it will serve as a

reprieve for over 1,250 prisoners currently on death

row. The death sentence may be replaced with a

minimum of 30 years in jail.

Currently, a convicted offender under Dangerous Drug

Act 1952 is subjected to the mandatory death

sentence. In addition, there are 17 other criminal

offences that bear the same sentence, including for

instance waging war against the King, terrorism,

murder, possessing and using firearms as well as rape

leading to death and rape of minors. [New Straits

Times]

 

Thailand: Upgraded Royal Police Security

Unit

(jk) The head of the royal police security unit, known as

the Special Service Division, said recently that the

number of personnel of the unit will be upgraded from

around 400 to around 1600. The unit will be

subdivided into a number of divisions which will for
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example conduct intelligence and police patrolling to

safeguard royal activities. [Jakarta Post]

 

Thailand: Son of former Thaksin

Shinawatra indicted for collusion in

money laundering

(jk) The son of the former PM was indicted last week

for his alleged involvement in a loan scandal around

the property group Krisada Mahanakorn which had

received a loan dishonestly from a state-run bank at a

time when his father was serving as prime minister.

The court released him on a bail of Bt1 million on

condition that he would not leave the country without

court permission. In addition to him, public

prosecutors had received an investigation report from

the Department of Special Investigations (DSI)

regarding 159 people accused of colluding in money

laundering, in connection with the loan scandal.

In 2015, the Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for

Political Office Holders sentenced then-senior

executives of Krungthai Bank and Krisada

Mahanakorn’s company executives to lengthy jail

terms for their involvement in the scandal. [The

Nation]

 

Another three journalists jailed in

Myanmar

(cc) Last week, police arrested three journalists from

Eleven Media Groups. They were charged under

Section 505(b) of the Penal Code in relation to a story

concerning the controversial business ventures of

Yangon Region Chief Minister. Myanmar is ranked

137th out of 180 countries in the 2018 World Press

Freedom Index published by Reporter Without Border

in April. In early September, two Reuters journalists

were sentenced to seven years imprisonment. On

October 11, the Myanmar Press Council issued a

statement denouncing the charges against the three

eleven Myanmar’s journalists. [Frontier Myanmar]

[Eleven Myanmar]

 

Myanmar: Opening of Peace Summit

between armed ethnic groups,

government and Tatmadaw

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-jl/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-jr/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-jr/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-jy/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-jj/


(cc) On the third anniversary of the signing of the

Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), government

officials, military leaders and the 10 armed ethnic

groups that have signed the NCA have started a five

days meeting aiming at overcoming the deadlocks in

the on-going peace process. The State counsellor

called for open minds in the negotiations and

emphasized that cooperation between the parties is

necessary so that no one would even think about

secession. [The Myanmar Times]

 

Myanmar Nationalist Monk Condemns

Foreign Intervention, Says He Will ‘Take

Up Arms’

(cc) On Sunday, a nationalist monk organized a pro-

military demonstration in Yangon to protest against

the international pressure for accountability of the

Tatmadaw regarding their actions against Rohingya in

Rakhine State. Approximately 1000 people marched

through downtown Yangon before a public talk during

which nationalist Buddhist monk U Wirathu made a

speech. He argued that his opposition to international

pressure was to protect Myanmar’s sovereignty and

stated, “If there is an ICC charge (against the military

leadership) or (decision for) R2P (responsibility to

protect), that is the day I will pick up a gun,”. In 2013,

he was described in a cover of the Time magazine as

being “The face of Buddhism Terror”.  [The Irrawaddy]

 

Philippines wins seat at UN Human Rights

Council

(jk) The Philippines won its bid for a reelection to a seat

in the United Nations Human Rights Council last week

despite heavy criticism of President Duterte’s war on

drugs by several human rights defenders and human

rights organizations. [Rappler I] To add insult to injury,

the government now claims that the reelection of the

Philippines to the council would constitute nothing less

than a vindication of Duterte’s policies [Rappler II].

 

Vietnam: 5 years for abusing democratic

freedoms

(jk) According to Agence France-Presse, at least 55

dissidents have been jailed in Vietnam this year. This is

26 more than the 29 that have been arrested last year
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as reported by Amnesty International. A citizen

journalist who was reporting mainly via facebook on

corruption and land right issues has now been jailed

on two counts of “abusing democratic freedoms”,

according to his lawyer. He was sentenced only about a

month ago to four years imprisonment for disturbing

public order after he had filmed forced evictions. He

now received an additional charge of five years for

sharing critical material on facebook. [ABS CBN]

As previously reported Vietnamese legislators have

approved a cybersecurity law earlier this year that

tightens control of the internet and global tech

companies operating in the country, raising fears of

economic harm and a further crackdown on dissent.

The law will take effect on Jan. 1, 2019, but there has

been a notable crackdown on activists since 2016. The

law will require, for example, Facebook, Google and

other global technology firms to store locally

“important” personal data on users in Vietnam and

open offices there.

 

Cambodian Official: beatings, ‘accidents’

for migrant workers opposing Hun Sen

(jk) According to a taped conversation circulated on

social media, a party official in Cambodia said that

Cambodian workers taking part in protests against

Prime Minister Hun Sen in other countries should be

identified and beaten by gangsters or made to suffer

“traffic accidents”. The reaction came after there were

protest by Cambodian workers in Tokyo when PM Hun

Sen was on a visit to Japan. They had destroyed a large

picture of him and protested against his rule in their

home country. According to the official, people would

insult their leader could not be tolerated. [RFA]

 

International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia
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China: Space technology rapidly

progressing

(dql) On Monday, China Aerospace Science and

Technology Corporation (CASC) confirmed the

successful launch of two BeiDou navigation and

positioning satellites into medium Earth orbits. It was

China’s 28th launch in 2018. [GB Times]

The BeiDou Navigation Satellite System is China’s

alternative to the US Global Positioning System (GPS).

For an account on China’s space ambitions and power

projections of  a China-led space order, see Namrata

Goswami in [The Diplomat] who recognizes a strong

political will behind China’s space policy and argues

that the “political vision for space, championed by the

Chinese leadership, is to build internal capacity that

can support a space presence and establish

dominance and industrialization that would in turn

enhance the national rejuvenation of the Chinese

nation.”

 

Cross-Strait relations: President Tsai calls

Beijing source of conflict and challenge to

peace

(dql) Defying growing political and military pressure

from Beijing, Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen

upholds an unyielding stance towards Beijing. In her

speech on 10 October to mark Taiwan’s National Day

she accused China of not only “damaging Cross-Strait

relations” but of “seriously challenging the peaceful

and stable status quo in the Taiwan Strait”. She urged

the authorities in Beijing to “play a beneficial role in the

region and world and not to be the source of conflict”.

She vowed not to “give up Taiwan’s sovereignty” and

“show the world Taiwan's strength and resilience” in
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the face of “the expansion of China’s influence”.

[People News, in Chinese]

 

China-Pakistan relations: Intensifying

efforts on economic cooperation

(dql) In a meeting between Pakistani Prime Minister

Imran Khan and China’s head of the International

Department of the Communist Party of China (CPC)

Central Committee, China and Pakistan reportedly

vowed on Monday to establish closer relations and to

enhance the construction of the China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC). [NDTV]

The pledge comes ahead of Khan’s visit to Beijing next

month at which both countries are expected to sign a

framework agreement on industrial zones and trigger

on-ground development of Special Economic Zones

(SEZs). [New Indian Express]

 

Malaysia defies China’s extradition

request

(dql) Malaysia released 11 ethnic Uighur Muslims from

detention and sent them to Turkey, ignoring Beijing’s

request for their extradition. The men were

imprisoned over charges of illegal entry to Malaysia

after they broke out of a prison in Thailand in

November 2018. The move, fiercely opposed by China,

comes after Prime Minister Mahathir cancelled

Chinese-funded infrastructure projects in Malaysia

worth 22 billion USD in late August and reflects

Mahathir’s more independent stance towards China.

[Reuters] [Asia Times]

 

Inter-Korean relations: Demilitarization of

Joint Security Area on the way?

(dql) The North and South Korean militaries and the

US-led United Nations Command (UNC) held talks on

the disarmament of the Joint Security Area (JSA), the

part of the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) where

North and South Korean forces stand face-to-face. The

issues discussed included removing land mines,

withdrawing firearms and guard posts and reducing

the number of soldiers patrolling the area. Prior to

these talks, Seoul and Pyongyang earlier this month

had begun to remove landmines and explosives in the
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JSA following a military agreement between the two

Koreas. [Korea Herald]

As the UNC which retains jurisdiction over the

southern part of the JSA is led by the US, success and

failure of the JSA disarmament will to a great extent

depend on the progress of the denuclearization talks

between Washington and Pyongyang. [Korea Times]

 

Japan-India relations: Joint maritime

exercises resumed

(dql) Signalling improving military ties between Japan

and India, both countries resumed the Japan-India

Maritime Exercises after a break of five years. The

weeklong drills from 7-15 October involved Japanese

Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) Ships Kaga, an

Izumo Class Helicopter Destroyer and Inazuma, a

guided missile destroyer and three indigenously

designed and built warships and a Fleet Tanker on the

Indian side. [SLD]

For  a critical assessment of India’s "inconsistent"

approach towards the Indo-Pacific “confus[ing] both

India’s partner as much as China”, see Rajeswari Pillai

Rajagopalan in [The Diplomat].

 

Russia maintains that US sanctions won’t

stop future deals with India

(ls/am) With last week’s conclusion of a US$5.43 billion

deal for five regiments of Russia’s S-400 Triumf long-

range air defence system on the occasion of the Modi-

Putin summit in New Delhi, India signalled that,

notwithstanding the growing US-India strategic and

military partnership, India’s strategic balance and its

dependence on Russian submarine and missile

technologies requires it to continue buying arms from

Moscow. [South China Morning Post]

Russian Ambassador to India Nikolay Kudashev said

the warning of US sanctions would not halt Russia

from securing future defence contracts with India. He

added that India and Russia could sign contracts on

frigates and Kalashnikov assault rifles within two to

three months. The US' “Countering America’s

Adversaries Through Sanctions Act” (CAATSA) levies

sanctions on countries partaking military trade with

Russia and Iran. [HT]
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Meanwhile, the US State Department has cautioned

India that it is "not helpful" when it gets about its $5-

billion defence contract with Russia to procure the S-

400 missile system or purchasing oil from Iran. The

department echoed President Donald Trump's fresh

announcement that India will "find out" about his

verdict on implementing CAATSA sanctions. [India.com]

Despite the looming American threat, Modi has

decided not to abandon either Russia or Iran. It is

notable that the joint statement issued by Modi and

Putin during their latest summit meeting boldly calls

for trilateral cooperation among India, Russia and Iran

for trade and transport corridor connectivity.

Moreover, India reckons that Washington would be

irrational to impose sanctions on New Delhi over the S-

400 pact, and so punish a leading customer. American

defense contractors would lose access to their Indian

business if sanctions were slapped by the Donald

Trump administration. [Nikkei Asian Review]

On September 20, Washington imposed its first

sanctions under CAATSA – on a Chinese entity over the

import of the S-400 system and Sukhoi-35 fighter

aircraft. But Indian analysts believe that, posturing

notwithstanding, Washington will grant India a waiver,

especially given the understanding of India’s position

among senior Trump officials, most notably secretary

of defence James Mattis. [South China Morning Post]

The Modi-Putin summit has had little resonance in the

Indo-Pacific. With the Russian Navy a marginal

presence in the Indian Ocean, the Indian Navy works

increasingly closely with the US Navy in subtly

countering China’s expanding presence in these

waters. Moscow does not subscribe to the notion of

“the Indo-Pacific”, which it regards as an American

construct.

 

The political dimensions of Pakistan’s IMF

bailout request

(ls) Pakistan’s application to the International Monetary

Fund (IMF) for an emergency bailout of more than

US$8 billion, the largest in the country’s history of

indebtedness, continues to reveal political

implications. Pakistan has been warned by the IMF’s

chief economist not to underestimate the economic

risks from its China-funded building projects, and to

carefully examine its relationship with Beijing. The

Pakistani government has informed Beijing already

that it wants to reconsider some of the projects it

signed up to under the US$62 billion China-Pakistan

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-ij/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-it/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nmkdn-l-ii/


Economic Corridor (CPEC). [South China Morning Post

1]

Pakistan finance minister Asad Umar told the media

that Islamabad is ready to share details of the debt

related to CPEC with the IMF as he formally sought a

bailout package from the IMF. China said the IMF

should "objectively and professionally" evaluate its

investments and ensure that any financial package

does not affect close ties between Beijing and

Islamabad. [Times of India]

A US State Department spokesperson said Pakistan’s

request for an IMF bailout package will be closely

examined as “part of the reason that Pakistan found

itself in this situation is Chinese debt”. She also said, “I

think part of the reason that Pakistan found itself in

this situation is Chinese debt and the fact that there is

debt that governments have incurred that they may be

thought wouldn’t be so tough to bail themselves out of

but has become increasingly tough.” [Tribune]

In previous talks about financial help led by Prime

Minister Khan with Saudi crown prince Mohammed bin

Salman and UAE crown prince Mohammed bin Zayed

al-Nahyan, Khan was informed that both Saudi Arabia

and the UAE wanted Pakistan to abandon its neutrality

in Middle East politics, thereby antagonising Iran, its

western neighbour. This realisation forced Khan to

knock on the IMF’s door as a last resort. [South China

Morning Post 2]

 

India wins seat in UN Human Rights

Council

(am) India was elected to the United Nations Human

Rights Council for a period of three years commencing

from January 1, 2019. India gathered 188 votes in

support, the utmost polled by any of the 18 countries

nominated in the polling by the 193-member General

Assembly. India's Permanent Representative to the UN,

Syed Akbaruddin, said they will endure to work in a

balanced approach to safeguard human rights. [HT]

 

Can ASEAN benefit from the US-China

Trade War?

(jk) The ongoing trade war between China and the US

could lead to long term economic shifts in Asia. Some

producers have already shifted their production to

countries outside of mainland China, in order to be
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able to keep exporting to the US without being hit by

new tariffs. Possible beneficiaries of these shift are a

number of ASEAN countries that can offer low cost

production and a tariff-free export to the US market.

[SCMP]

Economic cooperation flourishes despite political

tensions, too. Some mainland Chinese electronic

companies have shifted production to Taiwan to avoid

country of origin based tariffs. Vietnam has become

China’s biggest trading partner within ASEAN. In June

2018, China- Vietnam economic turnover hit $11.2

billion. Much more than the $9.3 billion between China

and Malaysia, which previously held the title of China’s

largest ASEAN trade partner. [Business Inquirer] China

is already the largest trading partner with every ASEAN

country and despite some readjustments, the Belt and

Road initiative will likely see numbers grow.

At the same time, at the plenary session of the

International Monetary Fund and World Bank meetings

hosted by Indonesia, Indonesian President Joko

Widodo urged global central bankers and finance

ministers on Friday to guard against growing risks

amidst the trade war. In a clearly less optimistic tone,

he referred to concerns the trade row could upend

global supply chains, and in turn, result in decreasing

international trade and investment. [SCMP]

 

US Defence Secretary visiting Vietnam

twice in one year

(jk) The second visit of US Secretary of Defence Mattis

in less than one year is signalling how the US

administration under Trump is looking to work more

with Vietnam in the face of increasing tensions with

China. Vietnam is an important partner economically

to China (see above) but also aligned with some US

interests regarding China. It is suspicious towards

much of China’s geopolitical ambitions in general and

one of the most forward leaning claimant states in the

South China Sea in particular. The visit comes amid a

leadership transition after the death in September of

Vietnam’s president, Tran Dai Quang about which we

also reported in last week’s AiR [AiR].

Mattis’ trip originally included a visit to Beijing which

was cancelled due to rising tensions over trade and

defence issues. [US News]

 

Background Reading
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Nepal and the China-EU lending race

(ls) Last month, the European Commission announced

a new “connectivity strategy” for Asia that will likely

increase lending for infrastructure by over a hundred

billion euros over the next decade. Some analysts have

suggested that this represents a strategic response to

the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). In a

thorough article, Peter Gill analyses the future

trajectory of the Bank’s Asia connectivity strategy,

taking the example of Nepal. [The Diplomat]

 

Sri Lanka’s role in the Indian Ocean 

(ls) Lasanda Kurukulasuriya writes about Sri Lanka’s

possible role in geopolitical rivalries in the Indian

Ocean. She argues that while the goals of the smaller

states mainly relate to the trade, investment,

technology, this is not the case with big powers, for

whom there is inevitably a contest to gain strategic

advantage for themselves, and to rally regional

support in that exercise. Adding to the familiar

tensions between ‘big-brother’ India and its

neighbours, she writes that the Indian Ocean has

become the locus of intense contest for influence

between extra-regional powers, China and the US. In

this situation smaller states would need to guard

against being used unwittingly by any big power

against its rivals. [Daily Mirror]

 

CSIS Report: Defusing the South China Sea

Disputes – A regional blueprint

(jk) An expert working group at the Center for

International and Strategic Studies (CSIS) has put

together a blueprint on how to defuse the South China

Sea dispute. The report proposes three agreements
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German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and

Good Governance - CPG

Room 204, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University, 2 Prachan Road,

Bangkok 10200, Thailand

which could form model for managing the South China

Sea disputes. The members of the working group

believe the suggestions could be both legally and

politically feasible for all parties. The three agreements

are (1) a blueprint for a South China Sea Code of

Conduct, (2) a blueprint for Fisheries Management and

Environmental Cooperation in the South China Sea and

(3) a blueprint for Cooperation on Oil and Gas

Production in the South China Sea. [CSIS]

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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