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Law and Politics in

East Asia 

 

 

China to scrap population targets

(dql) A representative of China’s National Health

Commission announced at a United Nations

conference hosted by the Chinese government that

China will in future abstain from setting a population

target to allow its citizens more family planning

freedom. The announcement is the latest indication of

the Chinese government ending the decade-long birth-

control policy to cope with a growing work force

shortage and an ageing population comprising 30

million fewer women than men. The fertility rate has

been steadily decreasing from over 5 in 1971 when

population targets were introduced to below 2 in 2016.

[Bloomberg] [South China Morning Post]

In 2016 the government had scrapped the one-child

policy to permit parents to have two children. In

August this year a draft of the revised Civil Code of the

Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress

scheduled for adoption in 2020 removed all provisions

concerning family planning. [AiR 1/9/2018]

 

China: Satellite images show extent of

internment camps in Xinjiang
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(dql) BBC has presented satellite images showing a

huge expansion of internment camps which have been

built across Xinjiang in the past few years. Reportedly

more than 1 million ethnic Uighurs and other Turkic-

speaking Muslims are held in these camps which CCP-

aligned tabloid newspaper Global Times describes as

training centers where the government's “[e]fforts to

eliminate extremism in Xinjiang change local lives for

the better”. [BBC][NBC] [Global Times]

 

South Korean party politics: Ruling and

main opposition clash over set up of

special court to rule Supreme Court

judicial power abuse case, ratification of

inter-Korean agreement, and presidential

nominee

(dql) South Korea’s main opposition Liberty Korea Party

(LKP) has fiercely rejected a bill, proposed by the ruling

Democratic Party and three other minor opposition

parties, to establish a special court to rule a high-

profile judicial power abuse case in which former chief

justice of the Supreme Court Yang Sung-tae is accused

of using rulings in politically sensitive trials in favor of

the administration of former President Park Geun-hye

(2013-2017) to obtain her endorsement for Yang’s plan

of setting up a second appeals court. [Yonhap 1] The

floor leader of the LKP whose votes are needed for the

approval of the bill denounced DP’s move as political

maneuver to drive a wedge between the opposition

parties. [Korea Times 1]

In the latest development of the judicial power abuse

case, Lim Jong-hun, former deputy head of the

National Court Administration (NCA, the administrative

affairs office of the Supreme Court), was arrested

over allegations of providing former Chief Justice Yang

with the NCA's opinion on specific cases through

written statements or phone calls to influence the

rulings of the Supreme Court. [KBS]

Meanwhile, the LKP filed for an injunction with the

Constitutional Court against President Moon’s

ratification of the Pyongyang Declaration which he and

North Korean leader Kim Jong signed during their

summit in September, arguing that Moon failed to

submit the Declaration to the parliament for approval,

a necessary move in the eyes of the LKP as the

Declaration would threaten South Korea's war

readiness and its alliance with the United States in the

wake of the North’s continued nuclear threats and

burden taxpayers. [Korea Times 2]
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Prior to the injunction, LKP members of the

parliament’s environment committee refused to adopt

a confirmation hearing report for Cho Myung-rae,

Moon’s nomination for the post of Environmental

Minister, citing the nominee’s false registration of his

home address to enroll his children into better schools

and various gift tax evasion cases as well as lying about

these wrongdoings during the confirmation hearing.

However, under current law the President’s

nomination cannot be rejected, only objection can be

expressed. [Yonhap 2]

 

Law and Politics in

South Asia 

 

 

Constitutional crisis in Sri Lanka as

president ousts prime minister

(ls) Sri Lanka plunged into a constitutional crisis on

Friday after President Maithripala Sirisena ousted

Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe and replaced

him with Mahinda Rajapaksa, a popular former leader

who was accused of human rights abuses, nepotism

and close ties to China when he governed the country

as president between 2005 and 2015. Cabinet

ministers and parliamentarians began defecting to the

new government. Under Sri Lanka’s constitution,

modelled on the French system of government, the

president has executive powers while the prime

minister heads the parliament. [New York Times]

The fact that the event was planned in complete

secrecy, with no consultation of parliament or giving

the serving prime minister and cabinet the courtesy of

even a short prior intimation before the course of

action was made public, that it was suddenly carried

out on a Friday evening, and that it has taken the

country by total surprise, made some observers
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describe it as a constitutional coup. [South Asia

Journal] Rajapaksa took the prime ministerial oath of

office Friday night in a ceremony broadcast on

television. On Saturday, the president suspended

parliament until 16 November to block a vote on his

surprise decision.

On Sunday, however, the speaker of the parliament,

Karu Jayasuriya, recognised Wickremesinghe as the

lawful prime minister. Moreover, Wickremesinghe

refused to vacate Temple Trees, the prime minister’s

official residence, declaring his dismissal illegal and

demanding an emergency session of parliament to

prove he still commands a majority. [South China

Morning Post] All police leave was cancelled as

tensions heightened in Colombo and more troops

were seen near Temple Trees as well as the President's

office. [Straits Times]

The political developments unfolded after Sirisena's

United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA) announced

that it has decided to quit the current unity

government with Wickremesinghe's United National

Party (UNP). The unity government was formed in 2015

when Sirisena was elected President with

Wickremesinghe's support, ending a nearly decade-

long rule by Rajapaksa. [Economic Times]

Whereas the relations between Sirisena and

Wickremesinghe deteriorated over recent months, the

final blow appeared to be a statement issued by

Wickremesinghe last week following a visit with Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi. According to a report,

Sirisena had been angered when Wickremesinghe

reported that Modi was dissatisfied with the progress

of Indian investment projects in Sri Lanka. [LA Times]

The appointment of Rajapaksa as prime minister has

raised fears about a return to past abusive practices in

the country. Human Rights Watch points out that

Rajapaksa’s administration was implicated in severe

human rights violations during the final stages of Sri

Lanka’s brutal civil war and in suppression of freedoms

of the media, expression, and association. Military

forces under Rajapaksa’s authority indiscriminately

attacked civilians and summarily executed prisoners

during the final months of fighting against the

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). [Human Rights

Watch]

As president, the pro-China Rajapaksa secured billions

of dollars of investment from Beijing to help rebuild

the country following the end of the 26-year-long civil

war against Tamil separatists in 2009. But that

investment has since put the country deep in debt and

forced it to hand over control of the strategic southern
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Hambantota port to China, seen as part of Beijing’s

Belt and Road initiative. [Reuters]

 

Open conflict between Indian central

bank and government

(ls) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the country’s

central bank, is pushing back against government

pressure to relax its policies and reduce its powers

ahead of a general election due by next May.

“Governments that do not respect central bank

independence will sooner or later incur the wrath of

financial markets, ignite economic fire,” said its Deputy

Governor Viral Acharya. Government officials have

recently called for the RBI to relax its lending

restrictions on some banks, and the government has

also been trying to trim the RBI’s regulatory powers by

setting up a new regulator for the country’s payments

system. Prime Minister Modi is currently under

pressure as higher international oil prices have hurt

the rupee currency and driven Indian fuel prices to

record highs, leading to protests. The case also

illustrates the difficulty in finding a balance between

central banks’ operational independence and

democratic accountability. [Reuters]

 

India renames city with "Islamic-

sounding" name

(ls) The Indian city of Allahabad in the state of Uttar

Pradesh has been renamed Prayagraj by the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) government. The move, which comes

months away from the 2019 parliamentary elections, is

seen to appease right-wing Hindu groups demanding

that the city of Allahabad be cleared of an "Islamic-

sounding" name. Allahabad, which played a key role in

India's struggle for independence, is famous as the site

of the confluence of Ganges, Jamuna and the mythical

Saraswati rivers. It is equally famous as a crucible in

which Hindu and Islamic influences fused to create a

widely practiced culture. The change to Prayagraj is

part of a larger Hindu right-wing trend that seeks to

purge names and influences that may be associated

with Islam. [Straits Times]

 

Indian police bust Amnesty India office

over misuse of foreign funds
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(am) India’s leading anti-corruption agency

Enforcement Directed (ED) raided the Amnesty

International India office in Bangalore over alleged

violations of foreign funding rules. The agency, which

probes financial misconducts, said the international

rights watchdog was alleged of having channelled 360

million rupees ($4.8 million) into the country in

violation of foreign funding rules. Amnesty

International has condemned this move and accused

the Indian Government of instilling fear in civil rights

groups in the country. [ET]

 

Pakistan Supreme Court bans Indian

content on TV  

(am) Pakistan Supreme Court has recalled the ban on

broadcasting of Indian content on Pakistani television.

In the verdict, the Chief Justice of Pakistan claimed that

when India can obstruct the construction of Pakistani

dam, Pakistan can ban Indian content on local

television. He ordered a complete blackout on the

airing of Indian shows on Pakistani local television

while adding that only suitable content would be

allowed to broadcast. [ET]

 

Khaleda Zia sentenced for corruption;

small party alliances ahead of Bangladesh

elections

(ls) A Bangladesh court on Monday sentenced former

prime minister and opposition leader Khaleda Zia to

another seven years in prison on corruption charges.

Zia has been in prison since February when she was

sentenced to five years for embezzling funds. She

served as prime minister of Bangladesh from 1991 to

1996, and again from 2001 to 2006, and is the current

chairperson and leader of the Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP), the major opposition party. [South China

Morning Post]

Meanwhile, ahead of the 11th Bangladesh National

election which will be held in the last week of

December, small political parties have been making

large efforts to form political alliances. However,

political analysts believe that bigger parties will reach

out to them to extend their respective alliance before

the elections. In 2014, a total of 12 parties of the ruling

party Awami League and its alliance took part in the

election. Back then, the BNP and its alliance boycotted

the 10th national election to demand an election held
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under a non-partisan neutral government. This time,

among the 39 political parties registered with the

Election Commission, 19 parties are members of the

alliances led by the Awami League and BNP. The rest of

the 20 parties do not belong to any alliance.

[BDNews24]

 

Law and Politics in

Southeast Asia 

 

 

Thailand: Timid political activity as Pheua

Thai party elect new leader

(jk) The Pheua Thai Party picked acting head Viroj Pao-

in as its leader ahead of a general election expected in

2019 last week after more than four years of military

rule. The new leader, a retired police lieutenant-

general, was the only name on the leadership ballot.

He was once a deputy prime minister but whether or

not he will be Pheua Thai’s candidate for prime

minister in the national poll is yet to be decided. [Strait

Times I] The party is currently under the scrutiny of the

Election Commission and if it were to be proved that it

was influenced by an outsider, such as former PM

Thaksin Shinawatra, the party could be dissolved – a

punishment imposed by a new law. [Nation]

Another former deputy prime minister and former

Secretary General of the Democrat Party, Suthep

Thaugsuban, who also led Bangkok street protests

which paved the way for a coup in 2014, returned to

Bangkok last week to find members for the newly

formed Action Coalition for Thailand party. The party is

perceived to support PM Prayuth, and is apparently

looking favourably at the new Phalang Pracharat party,
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which aims to re-install Prayut as premier after the

election. 

Despite the fact that the long-time ban on political

activities has yet to be fully lifted, political protagonists

are increasingly making moves to position themselves

ahead of potential elections in 2019. PM Prayuth

himself is due to travel to the northern provinces of

Chiang Rai and Phayao, where he will meet with

farmers. He has also recently launched a Facebook and

Twitter account as well as a website. [Strait Times II]

 

Vietnam: Communist Party General

Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong confirmed as

president

(jk) During the rule by the Communist Party of

Vietnam, only its founder Ho Chi Minh ever served as

both party head and president. Last week, the new

President was confirmed in Hanoi who is now in the

same position. While this is similar to the position Xi

Jinping has in China, it is unlikely that power will be as

centralised. The role of the president is mostly

ceremonial and considered to be one the “four pillars”

upon which the party’s leadership system rests. Trong,

as president and party head, will lead two of the pillars.

His double role will let him influence foreign and

economic policy more though, Vietnam specialists say.

Trong will get more access to foreign heads of state in

his role as president. [VoA]

 

Indonesia to review China’s BRI projects if

Prabowo beats Widodo

(jk) According to the brother and campaign leader of

General Probowo who will again run in the presidential

elections against incumbent Joko Widodo next year,

the general would re-consider and scrutinise many of

the Chinese-Indonesian infrastructure deals that have

been struck under the Belt and Road initiative. [SCMP]

While it is possible that he would like to review some

projects for their economic feasibility, it is also obvious

that the campaign is trying to take a page out of

Malaysia’s book, where a critical stance towards

Chinese investments has helped Pakatan Harapan to

score an unlikely electoral victory. Nonetheless, the

circumstances are (as of yet) different as the direction

of critique in Malaysia was against the corruption of

the government first and against China second.
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Indonesia: KPK arrests executives of palm

firms in relation to a bribery case

(cc) The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK),

again, has arrested seven people including the vice

president director of Sinar Mas Agro and Edy Saputra

Suradja, chief executive of PT Binasawit Abadi Pratama

in relation to a bribery case. The two companies Sinar

Mas Agro and Binasawit are affiliated to the palm oil

giant Golden Agri-Resources Ltd.

The case concerns the bribing of local lawmakers to

avoid an investigation into Binasawit's plantation

permits and palm processing waste near Lake

Sembuluh in Seruyan district in Borneo Island. 240

million rupiah have been confiscated by the KPK. 

Golden Agri stated that the company will fully

cooperate in the investigation. [Reuters]

 

Myanmar: Eleven Media Group journalists

freed on bail

(cc) Last week, a Yangon Court allowed the three

journalists from Eleven Media Group to post bail of 1

million Kyat each. They were arrested earlier in

October for having published an allegedly false story

on the business activities of the Yangon government.

The Myanmar Press Council asked for the withdrawal

of the case and the Myanmar government called on

the regional government to use the Media Act, rather

than the Penal Code, to take action which would open

a mediation process by the Council and would allow

for a court trial only if the mediation fails. [The

Myanmar Times]

 

Landmines explosions in Myanmar’s Shan

State

(cc) In the last past three months at least nine civilians

have been injured by landmines in northern Shan

State. Since 2011, the conflict between the Tatmadaw

and Ethnic Armed Organisations, such as the Kachin

Independence Army and the Ta’ang National Liberation

Army (TNLA), has resurged provoking displacement

and injuries of civilians. According to a Lawmaker from

the Ta’ang National Party, the recent landmines

incidents did not take place in conflict zones but on

public roads.
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On October 26, the TNLA issued a statement accusing

the Tatmadaw to willingly target local people and

asking ethnic Ta’ang  to be careful while traveling.

In Myanmar, from January to May, a total of 127

landmines exploded, killing 23 people and injuring 136,

including 49 explosions in Shan States. [The Irrawaddy]

[The Myanmar Times]

 

The Karen National Union suspends peace

negotiations with the government

(cc) Part of the first Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAOs)

to rally the peace process initiative of the government

in 2015, the Karen National Union (KNU) announced it

suspends its participation in the peace talks in

November in order to inform its members on the

mechanism, framework and decision-making process

implied by the agreements reached at the peace

Summit earlier this month. The organisation will not be

attending the meeting of the Peace Process Steering

Team next week in Chiang Mai.  [The Myanmar Times]

For U Hla Maung Shwe, the adviser to the Peace

Commission, the current situation is the result of the

loss of trust between the stakeholders in the peace

process. [The Irrawaddy]
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China: Xi Jinping demands war

preparedness of Southern

Theatre Command following first joint

China-ASEAN maritime exercises

(dql/jk) During his visit to the Southern Theatre

Command which is in charge for the South China Sea

and Taiwan, President Xi Jinping in a speech urged the

Command to “strengthen its mission ... and to

concentrate all energies to advance the work on

preparing for war.” The Command “must take all

complex situations into consideration and

perfectionalize all contingency plans”. [Xinhua, in

Chinese][South China Morning Post]

Xi‘s speech came shortly after China and ASEAN states

held their first joint maritime exercises last week in an

effort to ease regional tensions linked to rival claims in

the South China Sea. While Cambodia, Indonesia,

Malaysia, and Myanmar sent observers, Singapore –

the co-organiser of the event-, Thailand, Vietnam, the

Philippines and Brunei deployed ships to participate in

the exercises. 

Eight warships with 1,200 military personnel set sail

from China’s southern Guangdong province. A focus of

the ongoing drill is maritime safety, as well as search

and rescue operations featuring the Code for

Unplanned Encounters at Sea (CUES). [ATimes]

In addition to the maritime drill off China, armed

forces from the PLA, Malaysia and Thailand were also

conducting a 10-day drill in areas off Port Dickson in

Malaysia. The exercises are an extension of the annual

joint exercises between China and Malaysia that began

in 2014. [The Nation]

 

Abe’s visit to China confirms thawing Sino-

Japanese relations

(dql) Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s visit to

China last week, the first visit of a Japanese Prime

Minister since 2011, signaled a new height in both

countries’ improved relations which have steadily

developed since last year.  Asia’s two biggest

economies pledged to beef up economic ties and

promote free trade and inked more than 500 business

deals with a total value of more than 2.6 billion USD, 50

joint infrastructure projects, as well as a three-year

currency swap agreement of up to more than 30 billion

USD. Amid trade tensions with the USA, Abe, who was
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accompanied by nearly 1,000 delegates from Japanese

companies, and Chinese Premier Li agreed to speed up

negotiations on a three-way free trade agreement with

South Korea and the Regional Comprehensive

Economic Partnership (RCEP). Both sides also agreed

to abstain from threats or direct aggression at each

other and to increase high-level diplomatic and military

exchanges through constructive dialogue. [South China

Morning][Straits Time][East Asia Forum]

 

Modi-Abe summit in Japan

(ls) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Japanese

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe at his holiday home in

Japan. They held a more formal summit on Monday in

Tokyo. Relations with China are a major issue shared

by Modi and Abe. In a sign of closer relations, India and

Japan are also set to hold their first joint military

exercises involving ground forces, starting next month.

Although Japan has long seen the U.S. as its main ally,

especially in defense, Abe is courting other ties. He has

also been vocal about free trade, which runs counter

to Trump's moves to raise tariffs. [Japan Today]

The warm Modi-Abe relationship has been built over

12 meetings, including four summits, since 2014. Such

symbiosis, unusual in international relations, has

heightened interest in this 13th India-Japan Summit.

Close cooperation with a democratic India, located

mid-way along trade-routes connecting East Asia with

the Middle East and Africa, would be advantageous to

Japan. At the same time, a technologically deficient

India has much to gain from a relationship with a

country like Japan. [Indian Express]

 

Japan, South Korea and USA militaries

reaffirm regional cooperation

(dql) At meeting last week Japanese, South Korean, and

US military chiefs Adm. Katsutoshi Kawano, Gen. Park

Han-ki and Gen. Joseph Dunford held talks on

cooperation on regional contingency and peace issues

and agreed to continue working together on mutual

security issues and strengthen multilateral cooperation

for peace and stability in the region, with Gen. Dunford

reaffirming  Washington's “ironclad” commitment to

defend Seoul and Tokyo "if called upon and to provide

deterrence guaranteed by the full spectrum of U.S.

military capabilities." [Yonhap 1]
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In a related development, U.S. forces in Japan – in an

apparent move directed against North Korea and

China - have begun stationing personnel as part of the

launch of a new command in Japan responsible for

directing operations of the Army’s X-band radar units

[Japan Times], while South Korea's defense authorities

confirmed that a Chinese military aircraft entered on

Monday South Korea's air defense domain without

notice, making it the sixth flight inside South Korea’s air

defense domain in this year. [Yonhap 2]

Japanese-South Korean relations, meanwhile, will be

put under stress following a landmark ruling of the

South Korean Supreme ordering a Japanese firm to pay

compensation to four South Koreans for forced labor

during Japan’s colonial rule of the Korean Peninsula

before the end of World War II. [Time] Prime Minister

rejected the much anticipated ruling, which took more

than five years of deliberation, as “an impossible

judgment under international law”, while Foreign

Minister Kono called in the South Korean Ambassador

to protest the ruling and to warn to bring the case

before an international court should Seoul not

immediately take appropriate measures. [Rappler]

 

China and India announce joint army

exercises in China

(ls) China and India aim to hold joint army drills in

China before the end of this year, China’s Defence

Ministry said. Relations between the two countries

were strained last year over a 73-day military face-off

in Dokhlam, a remote, high-altitude stretch of their

disputed Himalayan border. But since then, observers

witnessed a rapid rapprochement. The two big Asian

economies share similar positions on a number of

issues, including concerns about US tariffs. Chinese

President Xi Jinping and Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi agreed in April to improve relations.

[South China Morning Post]

 

Inter-Korean relations: Guard posts of

Joint Security Area to be destroyed

(dql) As part of the implementation of the inter-Korean

military agreement on military tension reduction and

conventional arms control signed by the Defense

Ministers of North and South Korea both defense

chiefs last week reached an agreement on the

dismantling of guard posts in the Joint Security Area
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inside the Demilitarized Zone by end of November and

mutual inspection afterwards. [Korea Herald]

 

Philippines-China “backdoor diplomacy”

(jk) Ahead of the Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s first-ever

state visit to the Philippines, China’s State Councillor

and Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited the country. In a

slightly unusual move however, he went to the

hometown of Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte,

Davao City, rather than Manila, where he was talking

about infrastructure projects and a possible joint

exploration agreement in the South China Sea with

cabinet ministers and Duterte himself. [Rappler]

Going to the Philippines’ “alternative capital” when it

comes to Philippines-China relations, despite unusual

at first glance, is not that surprising after all if one

considers that Davao has welcomed Chinese warships

and aircraft visits and stop-overs previously, notably

without formal defence agreement between Manila

and Beijing. According to one Philippines observer,

Duterte is “running his government's China relations

through his hometown of Davao, away from the prying

eyes of opposition critics and a suspicious defense

establishment”. [ATimes]

President Xi himself is expected to visit the country

next month after the Asia Pacific Economic

Cooperation (APEC) leaders’ meeting in Papua New

Guinea. He might unveil some of the projects and

investments that may have been pre-negotiated with

Wang Yi in the past days. [ABS-CBN]

 

China Myanmar railway project

(jk) A China-Myanmar high-speed railway project that

was stopped by the Thein Sein government is back on

track under the National League for Democracy-led

government. The memorandum of understanding for

the project was signed in 2011, but the scheme was

halted three years later.

The project aims to connect Muse in Myanmar’s north-

east that borders Yunnan province in southwest China

with central Mandalay. It is the biggest land route for

trade between the two nations. Based on the

agreement last week, a feasibility study will be carried

out within two years to assess the environment and

social impact of the proposed rail line. The route could

become vital in the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor
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but also face difficulties as it is running through Shan

state, a hotspot for violence and unrest. [SCMP]

 

China-Bangladesh cooperation

agreements

(ls) Bangladesh and China have signed three

cooperation documents after a home-minister level

meeting between, as the two countries seek to

establish close cooperation and share intelligence on

issues like terrorism, transnational crimes and

cybercrimes. Bangladesh-China bilateral relations have

been elevated to “Strategic Partnership of

Cooperation” which maintains a new momentum of

cooperation between the armed forces of the two

nations, the Chinese delegation said. Moreover, the

Rohingya repatriation issue was discussed at the

meeting, and the two sides laid emphasis on quick

repatriation of the Myanmar nationals from

Bangladesh. [Daily Star]

 

India signs $950 million frigate deal with

Russia

(am) India has signed a $950 million deal with Russia,

where Russia will supply two new warships equipped

with BrahMos missiles to India, which will give a major

boost to Indian Navy’s weaponry. India will buy the two

frigates directly from Russia which is expected to be

delivered by 2022 and another contract is in pipeline to

develop two more such frigates at an Indian shipyard.

[ET]

 

Pakistan to launch its first space mission

in 2022

(am) Pakistan has announced that its first mission to

space will be launched in 2022, which has been

approved by the Federal Cabinet. An agreement has

been inked between Pakistan Space and Upper

Atmosphere Research Commission (SUPARCO) and an

unnamed Chinese company. Recently, Pakistan had

launched two satellites into the orbit from Jiuquan

Satellite Launch Centre in China. [TNI]

 

Thai-Malay border discussions
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(jk) Thai Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha and his

Malaysian counterpart PM Mahathir discussed the

problems facing Thailand’s southern border provinces

and agreed on greater cooperation last week. The 15-

year-old separatist conflict has so far claimed more

than 7,000 lives. Thailand and Malaysia have each

named their own facilitators for the talks, both of

whom are high-ranking security officials. [SCMP]

Malaysia’s facilitator served as national police chief and

earlier as head of the Police Special Branch (SB),

Malaysia’s leading internal security and intelligence

agency which also monitors Patani-Malay separatist

exiles living in Malaysia. Thailand appointed an army

general who previously served as southern region

army commander.

While a spokesperson for the Patani-Malay National

Revolutionary Front (BRN) declared readiness for

sincere and authentic negotiations with Bangkok, the

group also warned that any attempt without

considering the BRN’s proposals would mean “there

will be no peace or security” in the border provinces.

The BRN will only accept the work of facilitators on any

side if its proposals and wishes for a way forward are

respected. [ATimes]

 

Papua New Guinea: New Australian Naval

base?

(jk) Defence officials confirmed that Australia is

interested in building a military base in Papua New

Guinea. The Manus Island base would be strategically

located, with Australia looking to balance Chinese

attempts to build influence in the South Pacific. The

government has already committed money to upgrade

a wharf at the base ahead of the delivery of Pacific

Patrol Boats Australia is gifting PNG and said it would

pay the bulk of the cost if the base were to be

developed. They also said and that the Navy has

ramped up the tempo of its operations in the

contested waters of the South China Sea although

Australia is currently not conducting freedom of

navigation exercises within 12 nautical miles of a

disputed territory claimed by China. [AFR]

 

Australia’s sanctions against Myanmar’s

top five military officers
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(cc) Similarly to the European Union and the United

States earlier this year, Australia imposed travel and

financial sanctions on five senior military officers.

However, as in the case of the United States in August,

Min Aung Hlaing, Myanmar Commander in Chief, is not

under any sanctions despite reports by the

Independent Fact-Finding mission on Myanmar

qualifying the Tatmadaw’s actions against Rohingya in

northern Rakhine States as genocidal. [Reuters]

 

Pakistan receives urgent financial support

from Saudi Arabia

(ls) Saudi Arabia has agreed to give Pakistan $3 billion

in foreign currency support for a year and a further

loan worth up to $3 billion in deferred payments for oil

imports to help stave off a current account crisis.

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan was likely able to

secure the deal with fewer strings than a previous

rejected offer, due to enormous international scrutiny

on the kingdom in the wake of the Jamal Khashoggi

murder. However, the conditions of the deal remained

undisclosed. [Asia Times]

Pakistan is currently also engaged with the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) in talks on a rescue

package. Khan had however sought to avoid going to

the IMF and still wants to at least reduce the size of any

bailout by appealing to “friendly countries” for bilateral

financial support. The country’s foreign currency

reserves are at a four-year low, equivalent to less than

two months’ imports and barely enough to make its

debt repayments through the rest of the year.

Moreover, last month saw $300 million in US military

aid suspended by the Trump administration. [Reuters

1]

Khan will visit also China this week and meet President

Xi Jinping as well as Premier Li Keqiang to obtain fresh

loans. Though China is now a close ally, Khan’s newly

elected government has sought to re-think the two

countries’ signature project, the $60 billion China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), part of the Belt and

Road Initiative. [Reuters 2]
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The state of democracy in SEA

(jk) An ideal-type of democracy calls for a political

system that is marked not just by elections, but by

elections that are free and fair, rule of law, a

separation of powers, and the protection of basic

liberties. The article aims at highlighting the practice of

democracy in some countries in Southeast Asian to

show to what extent elections have brought in the

above bundle of freedoms into the political system.

[Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung]

 

Book review: “A Broken Dream” by former

Bangladesh Chief Justice Surendra Kumar

Sinha

(ls) The South Asia Journal reviews the book “A Broken

Dream: Rule of Law, Human Rights and Democracy” by

the former Chief Justice of Bangladesh’s Supreme

Court, Surendra Kumar Sinha. The book portrays the

struggle of the judiciary to protect its independence in

contrast to the erosion of values in judicial service and

political corruption, and makes observations on

Bangladesh’s numerous social and political issues

including its evolving state of governance. The review

holds that ‘Broken Dream’ is a must read for those that

are interested in studying the emerging pattern of

politics of Bangladesh and how a number of factors,

both internal and external, are contributing to its

march towards authoritarianism. [South Asia Journal]

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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