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China: Major crackdown on Protestant

house church

(dql) Government authorities in a raid against the Early

Rain Covenant Church on Sunday night detained at

least 80 members, including the pastor and his wife,

while blocking personal accounts of members and cell

group discussions on social media channels and

cutting the church’s telephone line. Different from

other Protestant house churches which operate

underground, the prominent Early Rain Covenant

Church openly practices its faith. [Channel News Asia]

For ChinaAid, a Christian human rights NGO, the move

against the Early Rain Covenant Church signals “a

major escalation of religious persecution in China”

citing over 10,000 cases of detention of Christians in

this year 2018, compared to over 3,000 cases in 2017.

The amendment of the Religious Affairs Regulation in

February has granted local officials more power to act

against churches and impose tougher penalties for

‘unauthorised religious gatherings’. [ChinaAid] [South

China Morning Post 1]

In another development, education authorities of

China's Gansu Province has issued an order to close an

Arabic language institute in the prefecture of Pingliang

by 17 December on grounds that the institute is
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missing official approval to run a school despite the

fact that the school has been operating language

teaching for 34 years. The move has deepened fears

over increasing repressions against religious groups in

China considered by Chinese Communist Party

as posing a threat its rule. [Global Times] [South China

Morning Post 2]

 

China: Government called upon to set free

detainees of labor rights demonstration

(dql) Human Rights Watch urged the Chinese

government to release a group of over 30 detained

labor activists, factory workers, college students and

trade union officials who in July staged protests against

being fired by their employer Jasic International, a

welding-machinery manufacturer in southern

Shenzhen city, while attempting to form an

autonomous labor union. [Human Rights Watch]

The July incident has triggered further detentions by

the Chinese authorities followed by further activist

demonstrations from supporters from across the

country signaling labor rights becoming a major

challenge for the party. [AiR 2/11/2018]

 

Japan: Parliament passes contentious

immigration bill

(dql) As widely expected, Japan’s Upper House passed

the controversial immigration bill by 161 votes to 76

this weekend, following the bill’s approval by the lower

chamber last week [AiR 1/12/2018]. In both houses

Prime Minister Abe’s ruling coalition enjoys large

majorities, securing the passage of the bill amid fierce

criticism of opposition parties. The new law, which

introduces two new visa-types for foreign workers to

enable the country to cope with a serious labor

shortage, will come into effect next April. [Washington

Post] For details on the new visa regulations, by which

the government expects to attract close to 350.000

foreign workers in the next five years, see [AiR

3/11/2018].

In a related development, according to data of the

Ministry of Justice made available by a lawmaker from

the main opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of

Japan a total of 69 foreigners participating in a

technical intern program died between 2015 and 2017

due to accidents, illness or suicide. [Mainichi]
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Japan introduced the training program for foreigners

back in 1993 aiming to transfer skills to developing

countries. However, the scheme through which interns

can stay in Japan for up to five years, has been

criticized for alleged human rights violations including

below-minimum wages, bullying and sexual

harassment by employers along with harsh working

conditions. [Japan Times]

 

South Korea: Hunger strike for electoral

reform

(dql) In protest against the refusal of the ruling

Democratic Party (DP) and the main opposition Liberty

Korea Party (LKP) to link their last week’s approval of

the national budget 2019 with a reform of the

country’s election system, as demanded minor

opposition parties, the heads of the Bareunmirae Party

and the Justice Party went on hunger strike last week

and vowed to continue it until the two big parties agree

to begin talks on electoral reform. [Korea Times]

The current election system has been criticized by

them for overwhelmingly favoring the two big parties

DP and LKP.

 

South Korea: Request for arrest warrants

against former Supreme Court judges

rejected

(dql) The Seoul Central District Court A Seoul court has

turned down the prosecution’s requests for arrest

warrants against former Supreme Court Justices Park

Byong-dae and Ko Young-han who are suspected of

interfering – on behest of former Supreme Court Chief

Justice Yang Sung-tae – in politically sensitive trials in

order to lobby the presidential office of then President

Park Geun-hye (2013-2017) for the creation of a

separate court of appeals, a pet project of Yang. [KBS]
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Sri Lankan Supreme Court reserves final

ruling as President Sirisena accuses

“foreign forces” of undue influence

(ls) Sri Lanka's Supreme Court on Friday concluded the

hearing of the petitions filed against the dissolution of

parliament by President Maithripala Sirisena and

extended the injunction order issued suspending the

Gazette by the President until the judgement

delivered. The verdict was widely expected around 10

December. However, the Supreme Court has refrained

from announcing it or a specific date for the

announcement. [Colombo Page]

On 13 November, the Supreme Court issued a stay

order on the Gazette notice dissolving Parliament by

President Maithripala Sirisena until 7 December. The

Gazette by the President called to dissolve Parliament

and set the date for parliamentary elections as 5

January. Many political parties supporting deposed PM

Wickremesinghe filed petitions with the Supreme

Court against the Gazette, and these petitions resulted

in the stay order on the operation of the Dissolution

Gazette till 7 December. However, this stay order was

extended by the Court until the hearings were

completed. [Asian Tribune]

Meanwhile, defiant President Sirisena accused “foreign

forces” of intimidating him. “When I acted according to

the principles of nationalism without giving in to

foreign forces and without being intimidated by their

threats, foreign forces have become a challenge. The

shadows of the old imperialism stand in our way,”

Sirisena said. “The current crisis is the result of the

concern by the world powers over the affairs of our

country due to Sri Lanka’s geographical importance or

its location in the world map.” [Hindustan Times]

Sirisena plunged the country into crisis on 26 October

when he dismissed Wickremesinghe and appointed

the contentious Mahinda Rajapakse in his place. Only
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China has recognized the appointment of Rajapakse,

who during his decade as president until 2015 relied

on Beijing for diplomatic and financial support. [South

China Morning Post]

 

Bangladesh: Electoral campaign for 11th

parliamentary election officially started

(cc) The electoral campaign for the 11th Parliamentary

election officially started on Monday, December 10, as

the contestants received their electoral symbol and

copy of the code of conduct. With a total of 1,841

candidates, it means that over six are running for each

of the 300 seats to grab. More than 200 independent

candidates will contest the pool and 39 registered

parties are fielding candidates. [The daily Star]

[BdNews24]

Prime Minister Hasina, head of the Awami League who

is seeking a fourth mandate and has recently been

ranked 26th most powerful woman in the world on

Forbes’ list [BdNews24 (2)], will run for the Gopalganj-3

against BNP’s candidate Afzal Hossain. [Daily Star 2]

Her party fielded candidates in 259 constituencies and

shared 42 with the Grand Alliance. On the other side,

the BNP has fielded candidates in 242 constituencies

and shared 58 seats with Jatiya Oikya Front and the 20-

party Alliance. The main opposition party is still

awaiting the HC decision on whether its leader,

Khaleda Zia, jailed since February, can run for the

December 30 elections. [Dhaka Tribune]

 

India’s central bank chief quits over

alleged government interference

(ls) The governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI),

Urjit Patel, resigned amid growing differences with the

government on how to address issues ranging from

problems at the country’s lenders to parting with the

central bank’s capital. The RBI’s independence came

under threat last month, when the government sought

greater oversight on the central bank’s functioning and

a review of its economic capital framework. In 2018,

several central banks around the world faced

substantial political pressure: The US Federal Reserve

has weathered criticism from President Donald Trump,

while counterparts in Turkey, New Zealand and the UK

have also been pressured by policymakers. [South

China Morning Post]
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Hindu activists hold large rally in New

Delhi

(ls) Thousands of Hindu monks and activists linked to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) gathered in the Indian

capital New Delhi to urge the government to build a

temple at the former site of a 16th century mosque in

Ayodhya. For the past three decades, BJP and

associated Hindu outfits have resurrected the Ayodhya

controversy before elections, stoking tensions between

Hindus and Muslims, who make up 14 per cent of

India’s 1.3 billion people. [Straits Times]

 

Indian tycoon to be extradited from

Britain to face criminal charges

(ls) A London court ruled on Monday that Indian

tycoon Vijay Mallya should be extradited from Britain

to India to face fraud charges resulting from the

collapse of his defunct Kingfisher Airlines. Indian

authorities accuse him of taking $1.4 billion in loans

from Indian banks without having the intention of

repaying. Mallya can appeal the decision within 14

days to London’s High Court. [Reuters]

The ruling by the British court is a crucial win for Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s government, which has been

battling to contain the political damage after some 31

Indians linked to fraud cases fled abroad to avoid

prosecution. With national elections due early next

year, Modi is under pressure to act against wealthy

defaulters as the nation’s lenders step up efforts to

clean up bad loans, partly by tightening bankruptcy

rules. [South China Morning Post]

 

Facebook to create more transparency in

political advertising ahead of Indian

elections

(ls) Facebook is about to start verifying political

advertisements in India and, from next year, will show

a disclaimer on all political ads giving more information

on who placed them. According to the company’s

statement, Indian advertisers wanting to run political

ads on Facebook will have to confirm their identity and

location to help prevent abuse of the system. India is

due to hold national elections before May next year.

[Reuters]
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Pakistan orders human rights NGOs to

leave the country

(ls) Pakistan has ordered 18 international aid agencies

to shut down operations and leave the country, in

what is Islamabad’s latest move against foreign-funded

groups. Most of the groups work on human rights

issues, and a previous shutdown order accused one

aid agency of pursuing “an anti-state agenda”. The

foreign relief organizations had appealed expulsion

orders issued late last year to 27 NGOs in all, mostly

those working on human rights issues. Their appeals

have now been rejected. [Reuters]
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Malaysia: Protests in favour of affirmative

action for Muslim Malays

(jk) Thousands took to the streets in the Malaysian

capital this past weekend, demanding protection of

their ethnic and religious rights amid growing racial

tensions in Malaysia. The rally was originally intended

to be a protest against the government’s ratification

plans of a UN treaty against racial discrimination which

could have eroded privileges ethnic Malays have long

enjoyed in the country. PM Mahathir’s government had

however abandoned these plans after it faced strong

opposition from those in favour of the affirmative

action policies.
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In 1969, after serious ethnic riots, race-based

affirmative action policies were introduced that

granted Malays preference over things such as

education, housing and jobs. [SCMP]

 

Philippines: Martial law extension highly

likely

(jk) As reported last week, Philippine President was

waiting for army and police recommendations on

extending martial law for Mindanao. They have

somewhat unsurprisingly argued in favour of an

extension which Duterte on Wednesday approved “in

principle”. Rights activists are highly critical of the move

and deem it to be a mere manifestation of continuing

suppression of dissent. [SCMP]

 

Thailand: Elections on February 24 now

very likely 

(jk) The government has lifted a ban on political

campaigning and public assembly ahead of 2019

elections that lasted for over four years. The military

government has said that “The people and political

parties will be able to take part in political activities

during this period leading up to the election in

accordance with the constitution”. [Reuters] The

election commission had in the meantime announced

the general elections to be held on February 24,

provided the National Council for Peace and Order

(NCPO) would lift the political bans [Bangkok Post]. The

commission has yet to officially announce the date, but

the polls are now widely expected to go ahead,

although not everyone is enthusiastic. The election

date was initially confirmed at a meeting on last week

of the NCPO and representatives of political parties at

the Army Club. The meeting was however boycotted by

the two largest Thai political parties, Pheua Thai and

the Democrat Party.

The NCPO will officially step down from power when

the new cabinet is sworn in.

 

Myanmar: Evidence of segregation of

Rohingya Muslim in Rakhine State:

(cc) The Rohingya crisis is still to be resolved as many

NGOs and International Organisations expressed
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concerns related to the conditions under which the

refugees in Bangladesh would live in Myanmar if they

were to return now. However, despite the continuous

assertion by Myanmar’s government that everything

has been made to allow a safe and dignified return of

the exiled community, over 100,000 Rohingyas and

other Muslims Internally Displaced People (IDPs) are

still living in camps in Rakhine state. According to

Reuters, while the camps are now closing, the

government only built new accommodation next to it

and the freedom of movement of Rohingya is severely

limited. [Reuters 1] While evidence of discrimination

and segregation against the Muslim community keeps

being reported by journalists and NGOs, many are

trying to escape via the sea, as shown by the recent

landing in Indo

Adding fuel to the fire, Myanmar’s Religion Minister

recently stated, in a video released on Newswatch, that

Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh are being

“brainwashed” into “marching on Myanmar”, pushing

Bangladesh’s officials to seek action against him and to

ask Myanmar Ambassador to condemn the remarks.

[The Irrawaddy]

 

Three Kachin peace activists sentenced to

jailed

(cc) A court sentenced three Kachin peace activists to

six months imprisonment and a 500,000 Kyats fine

each for defaming the military in relation to a peaceful

protest calling for an end to the conflict in Kachin State

earlier this year. The sentence drew a wide range of

contestation from 543 civil society organisations as

well as from the US and UK embassies in London.

[Myanmar Times] In response to the condemnation,

another peaceful protest took place in Myitkyina on

Friday for which three others activists have been

charged for not having the authorization necessary to

protest under the Peaceful Assembly Law. They all pled

non-guilty and were granted bail, the next court

hearing will take place on December 13. [The

Irrawaddy]

 

Indonesia: Attacks in Papua

(cc) Indonesian military have retrieved 16 bodies of

workers building a bridge in Papua and at least 19 are

believed to have been killed in the attack. [Straits

Times] Since the incorporation of Papua to Indonesia

in 1969 following a criticised referendum, the region
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has been the theater for a separatist conflict. The

recent killing, for which the West Papua Liberation

Army (TPNPB) claimed responsibility, represents one of

the worst episodes of violence in years. [The Jakarta

Post]. While President Jokowi ordered to pursue and

bring to justice the perpetrators of the massacre

[Straits Times 2], the military had to halt efforts to

recover others bodies due to clash with the separatist

movement. Despite the rise of security and technical

issues, the President vowed on Wednesday to continue

the construction of the trans-Papua road, a 4,400-

kilometer road project, and other projects which are

part of his plan to open-up access to the region.

However, the Public Works and Housing Minister said

the construction of the trans-Papua road will be

suspended until the military and the police guarantee

security on the location. [The Jakarta Post 2]

 

Indonesia: Jambi governor sentenced to 6

years imprisonment for corruption

(cc) The non-active Jambi Governor was found guilty of

accepting gratuity and channeling bribes to provincial

legislative council members in transactions related to

the deliberation of provincial budgets. The Jakarta

Court sentenced him to 6 years in jail, a fine of Rp 500

million and revoked his right to run for office for 5

years after he serves his sentence. [The Jakarta Post]

 

Vietnam: Another Xi Jinping?

(jk) As discussed in AiR before, the Vietnamese

President and the general secretary of the Communist

Party of Vietnam (CPV) are now one and the same

person. AiR has stated before that while this is similar

to the position of Xi Jinping, it is unlikely that power will

be as centralised and that this is not the first time this

happened in Vietnam, even if it is the first time that the

chair of the Central Military Commission and the

Central Party Commission for Public Security is also the

same person. According to [EAF], Trong’s drive is more

symbolic than substantial. He has for instance not

used his anti-corruption campaign to get rid of other

high party cadres in the way President Xi has, and for

the moment, it looks as his new power monopoly will

not fundamentally change how the country is run.

While differences are obvious at the moment, changes

to this “status-quo” cannot be ruled out however and it

is undoubtedly worthwhile to keep a close eye on the

situation at the of the CPV’s hierarchy. Vietnam’s

leaders must decide whether to extend or end this
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arrangement in 2021, when Trong’s term ends leaders

to a new Central Committee are anointed.

 

International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia

 

 

China-US relations: Trade talks resumed

(dql) Following the 90-day ‘truce’ in the US-China trade

war, agreed upon between US and Chinese Presidents

Trump and Xi at the sidelines of the G 20 summit [AiR

1/12/2018], both sides kicked off  the latest round of

trade talks. U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin,

Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer and Chinese

Vice Premier Liu He in a phone talk discussed Chinese

purchases of US agricultural products and changes to

fundamental Chinese economic policies, including

changes to the ‘Made in China 2025’ plan, a state-led

industrial policy aimed at making China dominant in

global high-tech manufacturing by using government

subsidies, mobilizing state-owned enterprises, and

pursuing intellectual property acquisition to catch up

with, and eventually surpass, Western technological

prowess in advanced industries. It has been a main

point of Washington’s complaints over Beijing’s use of

unfair trade practices that put foreign firms at a

disadvantage to Chinese companies. [Wall Street

Journal]

Meanwhile, the arrest of Chinese tech giant Huawei’s

chief financial officer Meng Wanzhou in Vancouver

over allegations of breaking American sanctions on

Iran, who is now facing extradition to the US, threatens

to overshadow the trade talks.
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Both sides, however, have declared to separate the

two issues, with an eye on the March 1 deadline for

further agreement on trade differences. [Bloomberg]

 

China’s space ambitions reasserted: First-

ever mission to far side of the moon

launched

(dql) Demonstrating its ambitions as space power,

China last week launched the Chang'e 4 mission to the

far side of the moon, in the world’s first-ever attempt

to land a rover on the ‘dark side’ of moon, with the

landing expected for early January. [Quartz]

 

Japan: Record defense spending reported

(dql) Japan’s defense spending will reportedly hit a

record of 240 billion USD for the next five years. The

proposed plan, expected to be approved by the

cabinet this week, is a response to China’s military

buildup, but also an attempt to ease Japan-US trade

tension through the purchase of additional American

equipment in order to reduce Japan's trade surplus

with the US. [Nikkei Asian Review]

Meanwhile, the government’s latest draft defense

guidelines reveal that Japan seeks to modify one of its

helicopter carriers to enable it to deploy U.S.-made F-

35 stealth fighters capable of short take-offs and

vertical landings. Specifically, the government the DDH-

183 Izumo is believed to be upgraded in this way to

boost its air defense capabilities in the Pacific Ocean.

[Japan Times]

 

Japan/Indian/US joint military exercises

(dql) US I Corps and Japanese Ground Self-Defense

Force soldiers over the weekend started to conduct

Yama Sakura, the annual weeklong joint command-

post exercise aimed at testing the two countries’

capability to defend Japanese territory as a unified

fighting force. [Stars and Stripes]

Meanwhile, Japan’s Air Self Defense Force and India’s

Air Force last week held their first joint air exercise,

named Shinyu Maitri-1, in the northern Indian state of

Uttar Pradesh. The exercise, focusing on joint mobility

and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nidghy-l-tk/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nidghy-l-tu/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nidghy-l-il/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nidghy-l-ir/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nidghy-l-iy/


operations, came after both countries concluded their

first land-based joint military exercise inn November in

the northeastern Indian state of Mizoram. [The

Diplomat]

In parallel, India and the USA resumed a bilateral war-

game after a break of nine years, the Exercise Cope

India-2018. The 12-day-long drill, which started

Monday last week, aims at providing operational

exposure and undertaking mutual exchange of best

practices towards enhancing operational capability.

[Deccan Herald]

 

South Korea: US demand higher funding

for stationed troops

(dql) In a move putting pressure on US-South Korean

relations at a time when the two allies struggle to

maintain a united front to achieve progress in

denuclearization talks with North Korea, US President

Trump has reiterated Washington’s demand for

significantly more money from Seoul for the 28.500 US

troops stationed in the country. Wall Street Journal

cites sources according to which Trump wants Seoul to

pay annually 1.6 billion over the next five years which

is as much as double of the current 960 million USD

under the Special Measures Agreement, a five-year

contract between the US and South Korea, which is set

to expire on December 31.  [Wall Street Journal]

Both sides began a new round of negotiations on this

matter in March, with nine unsuccessful meetings held

since then. [Korea Herald]

 

North Korea: US sanctions against North

Korean officials darken outlook for

denuclearization talks

(dql) In a shift from President Trump’s hitherto

conciliatory stance towards North Korea, Washington

has imposed sanctions on three North Korean officials,

including the country's de-facto No. 2, the minister of

state security and the director of the propaganda and

agitation department, over their roles in suppressing

freedom of speech. Any assets of the three officials in

the US will be seized and any US-based financial

transactions with them will be banned. [The Guardian]

The move caused strong backlash from Pyongyang, as

this is the first time the U.S. has imposed human rights

sanctions against the regime following the summit
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between Trump and Kim which raised hopes for peace

and denuclearization on the Korean Peninsula. [Korea

Times]

 

Breakthrough in India-Pakistan relations?

(ls) India and Pakistan have agreed to build a corridor

in Punjab that connects Sikh shrines from the Indian

city of Dera Baba Nanak to the Pakistani town of

Kartarpur, allowing Sikhs to travel to places of worship

across the border without a visa. It is scheduled to

open in November 2019. The confidence-building

measure is a milestone for the historically tense

relationship — Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi

recently compared the corridor with the fall of the

Berlin Wall. Sikhism is the fourth-largest religion in

India, but in Muslim-majority Pakistan, it’s only

practiced by a small segment of the population. [CNBC]

The border in southern Punjab is one of the tensest,

most militarized boundaries in the world, with

thousands of troops guarding both sides of razor-wire

fences. The countries have fought two wars, and

shootings often erupt across the “line of control” that

divides the disputed Himalayan territory of Kashmir.

[Washington Post]

 

U.S. request Pakistan’s assistance in

Afghanistan peace process

(ls) U.S. President Donald Trump has requested

Pakistan’s help with faltering Afghan peace talks in a

letter to new Prime Minister Imran Khan in which he

made clear that Islamabad’s assistance was

“fundamental” to the health of the two countries’

strained relationship. U.S. officials have long been

pushing Pakistan to lean on Taliban leaders, who

Washington says are based inside Pakistan, to bring

them to the negotiating table. Pakistani officials deny

offering safe havens to the Afghan Taliban and say

their influence on the group has waned over the years.

The United States still have 14,000 troops stationed in

Afghanistan. [Reuters]

 

New EU Council conclusions on India

(ls) The Council of the European Union adopted

conclusions on an EU strategy on India, which will

provide the policy framework for the EU’s deeper and
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broader engagement with India over the coming years.

In its conclusions, the Council seeks increased

cooperation between the EU and India in the

promotion of effective multilateralism, growth and

prosperity in the EU and India and the wider Asian

region, in tackling global challenges such as

sustainable development, and in pursuing security

interests. The full text is available on the [EU Council]

website.

 

Maldives apply to rejoin Commonwealth

(ls) The Maldives parliament endorsed a cabinet

decision to rejoin the Commonwealth as pledged by

President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih during his

campaign. The Maldives’ 34-year membership of the

intergovernmental organization was ended in 2016

under then-president Abdulla Yameen over alleged

unfair treatment, interference in domestic affairs, and

threats to sovereignty and independence. It came after

the Commonwealth’s democracy watchdog placed the

Maldives on its formal agenda over the jailing of

opposition leaders. [Maldives Independent]

In order for a country to join the Commonwealth, the

country needs to have had a constitutional association

with an existing Commonwealth member and should

comply with Commonwealth values, principles and

priorities as set out in thae Harare Declaration.

Previously countries have left and then later rejoined

the Commonwealth. [Express]

Last week, U.K. Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt

announced that his country will open a new embassy

in Malé, the capital of the Maldives. Besides supporting

efforts to improve the UK’s ability to work with the

Maldivian authorities on issues like tourist safety and

security, and to provide consular support to British

tourists, the new embassy shall also reflect the UK’s

role as a net security provider in the Indian Ocean

Region. [GOV.UK]

 

India to commission hydropower project

in Bhutan

(ls) India is likely to commission a major hydropower

project in Bhutan this month, Foreign Secretary Vijay

Gokhale said. Noting that enhancing connectivity is a

central pillar of ‘Neighbourhood First’ and ‘Act East’

policies, he said India’s focus on boosting connectivity

has contributed in expanding trade and economic
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opportunities and forging knowledge partnerships with

Bhutan. [Economic Times]

 

Brunei: China hopes to set an example for

cooperation

(jk) According to the [Voice of Asia] news outlet, China

has invested over $4 billion in Brunei, one of the

ASEAN states that is at the same time a claimant state

in the South China Sea.

During a meeting last month, the Chinese president

met Brunei’s Sultan in Brunei, where they talked about

going ahead with joint oil and gas explorations – within

the exclusive economic zone of Brunei, in an area

claimed by China. Whether or not the joint exploration

is to go ahead remains to be seen, similarly to the

headline-grabbing MoU that was signed with the

Philippines recently. China may fancy its chances with

Brunei more however, as significantly less pushback

can be expected from a domestically more tightly run

country.

Should the joint exploration go ahead, China may hope

to set a precedent for other claimant states to follow.

The details of the potential joint activities are yet to be

worked out. It will be contentious for example whose

laws apply to the exploration project. China’s, which

claims to have sovereignty over the waters, or Brunei’s

within whose jurisdiction the project would technically

take place. Other states in the region will look closely

and take note.

 

Malaysia – Singapore boundary dispute

(jk) PM Mahathir has right after his election victory said

that he wants to re-negotiate a 1962 water-supply deal

with Singapore. It was a critical point to make so early

on, and now, in continuation of his critical views on

Singapore, the two countries are embroiled in a

maritime dispute after Malaysia unilaterally declared it

will extend its boundaries around Johor Port towards

Singapore, and will further “reclaim” some of its

airspace from Singapore. For a timeline of the dispute

see [Channel News Asia].

In the territorial dispute, despite Singaporean protests,

Malaysia has sent Navy vessels into the waters it now

claims, provoking a condemning response by

Singapore which has also sent vessels to defend its

own claims. Kuala Lumpur’s officials deems Singapore’s
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claims inaccurate, stating that Singapore has carried

out extensive land reclamation. Prime Minister

Mahathir says he will negotiate with Singapore, but

also stressed that no decision on removing Malaysian

vessels had been made which had immediately been

requested by Singapore [Channel News Asia II].

Singapore’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said it welcomed

the Malaysian government’s agreement for both sides

to meet for a discussion in the second week of January

and that it still hopes for a swift and peaceful

resolution of the dispute.

 

Indonesia: More Belt and Road please

(jk) According to an official, responsible for

infrastructure at Indonesia’s Coordinating Ministry for

Maritime Affairs, Indonesia has proposed potential

projects across the country worth up to 60 billion USD,

including power plants, industrial complexes, ports

and other infrastructure. The official is aware of the

strategic difficulties of BRI projects and the “debt-

diplomacy” that at times comes with it, but is confident

it can be avoided. "Other countries have been forced

to pay back loans and some have let go of their assets.

We don't want that", he said. [Strait Times]

 

Background Reading

 

 

Institutional Reform in Malaysia

(jk) Institutional reform is the key item on the agenda

of the new Pakatan Harapan government in Malaysia.

The institutional reforms that have been proposed are

aimed at strengthening the economic and political
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governance in the country, through enhancing the

autonomy of the parliament and limiting the influence

of elected politicians on key institutions such the

judiciary, the anti-corruption agency, and the election

commission. [ISEAS]

 

The Maldives between Indian and Chinese

influence

(ls) Ahead of the Maldives’ newly elected president

Ibrahim Mohamed Solih’s state visit to India, which is

scheduled for 17 December, Anurag Sharma analyzes

the Maldives’ geo-strategic importance from an Indian

perspective. He touches upon the Maldives’ relations

with India, China and Pakistan throughout the previous

Nasheed and Yameen administrations as well as

potential terrorist threats from the Islamic State and

other terror organizations operating from the

Maldives. [League of India]

Manoj Kumar Mishra argues that, in order to avoid

zero-sum games in the Indian Ocean and the Maldives

in particular, China should attempt to address New

Delhi’s reservations concerning the Belt and Road

Inititaive and other security-related issues, and New

Delhi should reconsider its policies in light of the India-

China economic partnership and its benefits. He points

to a “two-plus-one” economic partnership suggested

by China, which could accommodate China and India

plus another South Asian country. [Asia Times]

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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