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International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia

 

 

Eurasia’s geopolitical outlook for 2019

(dql)  As a special service for AiR readers at the

beginning of the year, Henning Glaser (CPG/AiR)

provides an interesting analysis of the geopolitical

landscape from West Europe to Northeast Asia as an

increasingly integrating 'supercontinent' Eurasia.

Covering major developments and flashpoints in 2018

there, the article identifies the dynamics and conflict-

lines that will likely have a shaping impact in 2019,

presents significant developments to watch out and

surveys the geopolitical parameter of a year that will

globally be influenced to an unprecedented degree by

the ‘geo-politicization’ of Eurasia. [AiR Special Feature,

January 2019].

 

China-US trade war: Breakthrough in

sight?
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(dql) Resumed after the agreement between

Presidents Xi and Trump in the December to suspend

new tariffs for 90 days, Beijing and Washington

expressed satisfaction about the progress of trade

talks made. While China’s Commerce Ministry

confirmed that the latest round of talks on vice-

ministerial level last week “established a foundation for

the resolution of each others’ concerns”, Trump voiced

optimism that the US is “going to be able to do a deal

with China”. [CNBC] [Straits Times]

Meanwhile, China released low export and import

numbers suggesting a rapid weakening of the country’s

economy due to the impact the China-US trade war.

According to China’s General Administration of

Customs, total exports fell to 221.25 billion USD, a

decrease of 1.4% from November and 4.4% from the

same month in 2017 while total imports dropped to

164.19 billion USD in December, 10% and 7.6% lower

compared with last month and a year earlier

respectively. [South China Morning Post]

 

China-Canada relations further

deteriorating after death sentence

against Canadian national

(dql) Already sour relations between China and Canada

are worsening after a Chinese Court in a retrial issued

a death sentence against Canadian national Robert

Lloyd Schellenberg, who had been sentenced to 15

years in prison for drug smuggling in a trial in

November. Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau

condemned the verdict, accusing China of

arbitrarily applying the death penalty.

Beijing and Ottawa have been locked in a diplomatic

row since last month, when Canada arrested on a US

extradition request Chinese telecom giant Huawei’s

chief financial officer accused of violating US Iran

sanctions. In a move widely seen as retaliation,

Chinese authorities arrested two Canadian citizens – a

former diplomat and a business consultant – on

suspicion of endangering national security. [Reuters]

[Hong Kong Free Press]

 

Inter-Korean relations thawing: South

Korean defence white paper does not call

North Korea ‘enemy’
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(dql) Signaling a continued thaw in inter-Korean

relations since the diplomatic efforts in 2018, South

Korea’s defence white paper 2019 refrained from

designating of North Korea as ‘enemy’ for the first time

since 2010. The document, however, states that

Pyongyang’s weapons of mass destruction remained a

threat, while acknowledging 14 kinds of ballistic

missiles that the North is believed to possess or to

develop, including ICBMs that the country test-

launched last year, as well as a “considerable amount

of highly enriched uranium.” [South China Morning

Post]

The white paper comes days after South Korea’s

Ambassador to the U.S. last week expressed his

believe in a second summit between North Korean

leader Kim Jong-un and US President Donald Trump

following the former’s trip to Beijing which analysts

believe was made to coordinate with Beijing to the

impending summit. [Washington Post] [Time]

 

Japan-South Korea relations strained:

Standoff in dispute over forced labor

compensation and radar spat

(dql) Japan and South Korea remain locked in a

diplomatic row over the issue of compensation for

South Korean victims of forced labor during Japan’s

colonial rule. A South Korean court last Wednesday

ruled in favor of South Koreans forced to work there

during World War II and ordered the

confiscation assets held by Japan’s Nippon Steel &

Sumitomo Metal allowing for the seizure of about

81.000 of the Japanese company's shares in a local

joint venture with South Korea's leading steelmaker,

Posco. [Nikkei Asian Review]

In the latest development, Tokyo protested against last

week’s court ruling, demanding that Seoul respond

within 30 days to its request for talks about rulings of

South Korean courts requiring Japanese companies’

compensation payments for forced labor. [Japan

Times] Earlier, Prime Minister Abe announced that he

has instructed concerned government agencies “to

review specific measures regarding the case” in order

to “take actions with fortitude based on international

laws”. [AiR 2/1/2019]

Similarly, both countries failed to reach a resolution on

the dispute whether a Korean warship had locked its

targeting radar on a Japanese patrol plane last month.

[AiR 2/1/2019] A face-to-face meeting in Singapore

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-u/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-u/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-o/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-b/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-n/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-p/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-p/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-x/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-m/


between general-ranked representatives of both

countries ended inconclusive. [Straits Times]

 

Saudi Arabia and U.A.E. provide financial

support for Pakistan – and also invest in

India

(ls) Saudi Arabia plans to set up a $10 billion oil

refinery in Pakistan’s deepwater port of Gwadar in the

framework of the China Pakistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC). Last year, Riad already offered a $6 billion

package that included help to finance crude imports.

Beijing has pledged $60 billion as part of the CPEC.

Since the government of Prime Minister Imran Khan

came to power in August, Pakistan has secured

economic assistance packages from Saudi Arabia, the

United Arab Emirates and China, while Islamabad is

also in talks with the International Monetary Fund for a

rumored US$7 billion bailout. [Reuters]

The United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.) pledged to provide a

US$6.2 billion lifeline courtesy. The package, which will

include US$3.2 billion of oil supplies on deferred

payment, was finalized during a meeting between Abu

Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed and

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan on Sunday. The

agreement also includes the building of an oil refinery

in Pakistan. Last month, the state-run Abu Dhabi Fund

for Development said it would deposit US$3 billion in

the State Bank of Pakistan to enhance liquidity and

foreign currency reserves. [South China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s main rival, India, is also set to

extend its economic cooperation with gulf states. The

U.A.E. and Saudi Arabia have decided to make India as

a base for food security for the countries and plan to

invest in both organic and food processing industries.

India has recently announced a new agricultural

exports policy which removes restrictions on the

export of both organic and horticultural products. The

U.A.E. and Saudi Arabia want to invest in both kinds of

products. [Economic Times]

 

Iran and India boost bilateral trade as EU

struggles with US sanctions

(ls) India and Iran pledged to continue to develop trade

between the two countries, at a time when the

European Union struggles to find a way to circumvent

a fresh US embargo on Teheran. India, which imports

around 80 per cent of its oil needs, recently signed a

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-c/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-q/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-a/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-f/


deal with Iran to buy crude in rupees rather than US

dollars, helping it get around the sanctions. The Indian

government also allowed the Iranian Bank Pasargad to

open a branch in India's financial capital of Mumbai.

Moreover, India recently took over the running of part

of Iran's Chabahar Port, in the Gulf of Oman. [Straits

Times]

 

Pakistan arrests suspects in Chinese

consulate case, blames India for

supporting the attack

(ls) Pakistan investigators have arrested five suspects

charged with aiding a group accused of attacking the

Chinese consulate in Karachi last year, killing two

civilians and two policemen. Official sources claimed

that the detainees were linked to the Baluch Liberation

Army (BLA), a Baluchistan-based militant group which

took responsibility for the attack on the Chinese

consulate at the time. [South China Morning Post 1]

The Pakistani police alleged that the attack was

planned in Afghanistan with the support of India’s spy

agency, saying  that it was an attempt to sabotage the

Beijing-funded China-Pakistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC). India has denied this claim. [South China

Morning Post 2]

 

Rohingya crisis

(cc) While the government of Bangladesh suspended

plans for the repatriation and relocation of the

hundreds of thousands of Rohingyas ethnic people

who fled a violent crackdown and continuous

discrimination in Myanmar to Bangladesh during the

political campaign for the 11th Parliamentary elections,

the crisis is far from being over. Indeed, the situation in

Rakhine State is deteriorating as clashes between the

Arakan Army and the Tatmadaw intensified.

A meeting of Bangladesh’s National Task Force for

Rohingya Refugee response was held on January 10 to

review the situation and organize the strategy to

resolve the crisis. While a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) was signed between the two

countries in November 2017, the implementation of its

provisions is continuously delayed and an attempt of

repatriation of a first batch of Rohingya to Myanmar in

November 2018 was halted as the refugees refused to

go back. In addition to the new arrivals from Myanmar,

Rohingya people who previously found refuge in India

are now fleeing to Bangladesh as they fear to be
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deported back to Myanmar as the government there

intensified its crackdown on illegal migrants. [The

Irrawaddy]

Furthermore, Saudi Arabia deported at least 13

Rohingya, who had Bangladeshi passports, to

Bangladesh and the kingdom could do the same with

more people from the persecuted minority who are

currently held in detention camps in Jeddah. While

prior to 2011, Rohingya people were given residency

permits in Saudi Arabia as they are stateless Muslim,

the Kingdom is now allegedly registering them as

Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi or Nepalese rather than

as Rohingya. [Daily Star]

While Myanmar’s government is still blocking her

access to Rakhine State, Yanghee Lee, the UN Special

Rapporteur on the situation of Human rights in

Myanmar will visit Thailand, then Bangladesh this

month before presenting her findings at the next

session of the Human Rights Council in March. [Dhaka

Tribune]

 

Chinese investors interested in

Philippines’ Subic Bay

(jk) The Philippine government is looking for a new

investor for a major shipyard at Subic Bay. Subic Bay

was once the location of a major United States Navy

facility, the U.S. Naval Base Subic Bay. At least two

major Chinese shipbuilders are interested in investing

in Hanjin Philippines, a South Korean shipbuilder, after

it defaulted on the re-payment of bank loans and other

debt last week. [PhilStar] In addition to the symbolic

meaning of China taking over a shipyard at a former

US Navy base, a former Philippine Navy chief has

warned over the security and strategic implications of

a Chinese takeover. [Business Inquirer]

 

Russian warships in the Philippines for

naval cooperation

(jk) The unofficial five-day visit of the Russian Pacific

Fleet Task Force to the port of Manila is meant to

strengthen the relationship between the two improve

bilateral navy collaboration in order to ensure peace

and stability in the Asia-Pacific Region. This is the

seventh visit of the Russian Navy to the Philippines

since 2012. [PhilStar]
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Law and Politics in

East Asia 

 

 

China: Country’s first 'cyber-dissident'

faces trial

(dql) Huang Qi, one of China’s most prominent human

rights activists, was put on a closed trial on Monday.

Huang, founder of the website 64 Tianwang which

reports on human rights violations in China and which

is blocked in China, is charged with leaking state

secrets for which he was arrested in 2016. Supporters

trying to travel to the court buildings in Mianyang city

were detained and later released, while foreign

diplomats seeking to attend the trial were denied

access to the courtroom. [Radio Free Asia]

Huang was imprisoned from 2000 to 2005 for

publishing articles authored by overseas dissidents, as

well as ethnic and religious critics, and again in 2010

after criticizing the government for corrupt building

practices in the wake of the 2008 earthquake in

Wenchuan, Sichuan Province, that killed at least 69,000

people. [New York Times]

 

China’s anti-corruption campaign: Party

discipline and party rule to be

strengthened in 2019

(dql) In his opening speech at the annual meeting of

the Communist Party’s Central Commission for

Discipline Inspection (CCDI), the country’s anti-

corruption watchdog, President Xi Jinping damanded

not to rest of the success of the anti-corruption
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campaign in the past and highlighted the need to step

up efforts to strengthen intra-party discipline in the

frame of the campaign in 2019 in order the stabilize

the rule of the party. He addressed in particular

members of the Communist Party's Central

Committee, the country’s political elite of around 400

officials, and urged them “to scrutinize themselves and

resolutely hold back attempts of their family, relatives

and others with close connections to them to seek

benefits by misusing their powers.” [Asia’s News

Network]

Meanwhile, the CCDI presented latest statistics of the

anti-corruption campaign for 2018 at this meeting,

according to which around 621,000 people were

punished for corruption, including 51 at the ministerial

or provincial level or higher. It also announced focal

areas of its anti-graft efforts in 2019 including

education, healthcare, environmental protection and

food and drug safety. [China.Org]

 

South Korea: Ex Supreme Court Chief

Justice questioned over judicial power

abuse case

(dql) Yang Sung-tae, the former Supreme Court Chief

Justice, was questioned by prosecutors last week over

a power abuse scandal which has put the country’s

judiciary under unprecedented pressure. Yang, who is

facing allegations of using politically sensitive trials as

bargaining chips in dealings with the Park Geun-hye

administration  (2013-2017) for his personal project,

the creation of a new court of appeals, is the first

former top court chief in history to face a prosecution

questioning as a criminal suspect. [Yonhap]

 

Taiwan: New cabinet sworn in

(dql) Following an en masse resignation of the previous

cabinet under Premier Lai Ching-te last Friday to take

political responsibility for the major defeat of the ruling

Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) in November’s

local elections against the leading opposition party

Kuomintang (KMT) [AiR 4/11/2018] , the new cabinet

under the new Premier Su Tseng-chang was sworn in

on Monday. [Focus Taiwan] Su was the chairman of the

DPP from 2012 to 2014 and served as Premier from

2006 to 2007 under former President Chen Shui-bian.

With most core ministers foreign affairs, national

security, economy, and culture remaining in their posts
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and only a few new faces in the line-up of the cabinet,

the reshuffle has been criticized by the KMT which

demanded a major change in the cabinet’s personnel.

[Taiwan News] 

 

Law and Politics in

South Asia 

 

 

India: Government extends affirmative

action ahead of elections, as Rahul Gandhi

announces economic policies

(ls) With national polls just coming up in May, Indian

prime minister Modi’s administration has pledged to

extend a 10 percent quota for government jobs and

higher education places to groups including upper

caste Hindus, who form the backbone of his support

base. The constitutional amendment, which was

approved by the upper house of parliament and

signed by the president within one week, extends a

measure designed to correct historic discrimination

among so-called lower castes. [Bloomberg]

Job reservations were initially limited to Dalits

(Scheduled Castes) and Adivasis (Scheduled Tribes).

However, in the early 1990s, reservations were

expanded to encompass other lower caste groups

(Other Backward Classes) as well. In 1992, the Supreme

Court imposed the 50 percent cap on reservations. The

additional 10 percent of reserved jobs and seats in

higher educational institutions that is to be introduced

by effectively removing the current 50 percent cap is

intended to benefit what the Modi government refers

to as “economically weaker sections” that do not fall

under the categories Scheduled Caste, Scheduled

Tribe, or Other Backward Classes – that is, so-called
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general category poor. However, upper caste groups

are expected to benefit disproportionately from the

policy measure, as their high levels of education, as

well as their accumulated social capital, will most likely

enable them to acquire most of the benefits. The

legislation has already been challenged in the Supreme

Court. [Al Jazeera] [Livemint]

Modi’s nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) lost

power in three key states recently, forcing the

government to announce measures to support small

businesses and the less well-off since then. As many as

11 million people lost their jobs last year, while the

number of employed individuals fell to 397 million as

of last month. Secure employment is therefore going

to be a major campaign topic as 130 million first-time

voters will be casting their ballots in the forthcoming

parliamentary election. [Straits Times]

Meanwhile, Rahul Gandhi, leader of the main

opposition Congress party and scion of India’s Nehru-

Gandhi dynasty, announced that he will simplify the

goods and services tax (GST) and take “rational

economic decisions” to attract foreign investment if

voted back to power. Launched in 2017, the GST was

initially hailed as Modi’s biggest economic reform, but

its chaotic implementation hurt small businesses and

led to the above-mentioned job losses. [Reuters]

 

India: Bill offering citizenship to illegal

non-Muslim migrants passed by lower

house

(ls) A controversial Bill in India that offers citizenship to

non-Muslim illegal migrants from Afghanistan,

Bangladesh and Pakistan who have been in India for at

least six years has moved closer to becoming law. The

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill was passed by the Lower

House of Parliament, where the ruling Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) and its allies command a majority. It is seen

as an attempt by the party to shore up support among

its Hindu voters in the run-up to parliamentary

elections this year. The bill includes Hindus, Sikhs,

Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians. It, however,

excludes Muslim minorities such as the Ahmadiyyas

from Pakistan or the Rohingya from Myanmar. The

move sparked violent protests in Assam and other

north-eastern states which share a long border with

Bangladesh. Locals have long protested against what

they say is the influx of migrants from there. [Straits

Times]

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-jk/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-ju/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-tl/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-tr/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-ty/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nhtjujl-l-ty/


Critics point out that India has always been a state for

citizens of all creeds and that, for the first time, India’s

leaders have sought to redefine the country effectively

as a home for South Asians that are not Muslims,

enshrining the distinction into law. They point to India’s

first generation of leaders who refused to accept the

argument that the Hindus and the Muslims of the

subcontinent represented two different nations.

[Bloomberg]

 

Bangladesh: Post-election developments

(cc) The old and new Bangladesh government led by

Hasina Seikh, who took the office of Prime Minister for

the fourth time following a highly contested election,

took oath at the Bangabhaban Darbar Hall. [The Daily

Star] On the same day, while the newly appointed

cabinet members met her at the Gono Bhaban, the

Prime Minister's residence, Hasina warned them that

they will be under her surveillance. [The Daily Star 2]

On the first working day of her office, the PM vowed to

continue her fight against corruption and said “Our

war to stamp out terrorism, graft and narcotics will

continue.” [The Daily Star 3]

While the election was marred by allegation of vote

rigging and widespread violence, Thailand’s Prime

Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha  expressed his willingness

to cooperate closely with Bangladesh and

congratulated Hasina for her re-election. [Dhaka

Tribune] On Wednesday, Dr Kamal Hossain qualified

the December 30 elections as “farcical” and advocated

for a national dialogue. A call at least partially heard by

the Prime Minister as the Awami League General

Secretary Obaidul Quader stated on Sunday that the

political parties which participated in the dialogues

before the elections will be once again invited to the

Gono Bhaban. [The Daily Star 4]

The leader of the Jatiya Oikyafront welcomed the

announcement saying that “it’s surely a positive

initiative.” [The Daily Star 5] The political dialogue will

take place amid the preparation for the Upazila

Parishad elections (administrative regions), which will

be held in phases from the first week of March as

revealed by the Election Commission Secretary Helal

Uddin Ahmed on Thursday. [Bdnews24]

 

Bangladesh: Government raises garment

workers’ wages following violent protests
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(cc) The government of Bangladesh announced that it

will raise wages in the garment sector. The decision

was announced after a week of violent protests over

salaries that led to the death of one worker and

injured many more. While the minimum wage was

already increased in September, workers said it would

only benefit a minority and the recent protests forced

the government to form a panel of factory owners,

union leaders and government officials. The president

of the National Garment Workers Federation

welcomed the revision in the wage structure. [Daily

Star]

However, the turmoil continues as thousands

protested on the Dhaka-Tangail highway on Monday

morning. [Daily Star 2] Bangladesh is the second

biggest garment exporter after China and the sector

represents a $30 billion industry. After weeks of

violence surrounding the 11th Parliamentary elections,

the current protests represent the first challenge of

Hasina’s fourth term as Prime Minister.

 

Next step for tribal areas in Pakistan:

Police recruitment

(ls) The government of Pakistan’s northwestern Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province will recruit a 22,000-strong

police force to ensure security in seven tribal districts.

A constitutional amendment in May last year gave

equal rights to millions of people in tribal areas

bordering Afghanistan and merged them with KP

province. The merger nullifyied a colonial-era law that

had denied people of these areas basic legal rights and

prescribed collective punishment against entire tribes

for offenses committed by an individual. [Arab News]

 

Maldives: Supreme Court quashes death

by stoning verdict for adultery

(ls) The Supreme Court of the Maldives has overturned

a death by stoning verdict handed down by an island

magistrate court to a woman found guilty of having

extramarital sex. The Supreme Court found a violation

of the 2014 sex crimes law. Under the penal code that

came into force in mid-2015, unlawful sexual

intercourse carries a jail sentence of between six

months to two year depending on the marital status of

the offender. A judge is also given the discretion to

order 100 lashes in public for premarital sex. But the

death by stoning verdict was issued under section

1205 of the penal code, which was amended to state
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that Islamic Shariah punishments must be meted out

to persons found guilty of committing a crime for

which punishment is prescribed in the Shariah “even if

it is stated otherwise in this law”, causing legal

uncertainty. [Maldives Independent]

 

Sri Lanka to include law into school

curriculum

(ls) The Sri Lankan government has decided to include

law as a subject into the school curriculum. It has been

planned to educate students on law under the

citizenship studies subject from grade 6 to the

Ordinary Level. Laws which pertain to road safety, child

protection, fundamental rights, environmental

protection laws, and public property laws will be

included in the syllabus. [Newsfirst]

 

Law and Politics in

Southeast Asia 

 

 

Indonesia: Military confiscates book

about former Indonesian Communist

Party 

(cc) On Tuesday, the Indonesian Military (KPI) seized

books on the former Indonesian Communist Party (PKI)

from a Bookstore. On December 26, a similar

operation led to the confiscation of books considered

as “communist propaganda” in East Java. The raids

have been qualified as repressive and illegal by

scholars and Human rights advocates according to

whom the books are mainly academics.  The PKI was
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banned from Indonesia through the People’s

Consultative Assembly Decree No. 25/1996 and the

People’s Consultative Assembly Decree No. 1/2003.

Repression against the communist ideology revives

painful memories of mass killings targeting communist

following the failed coup attempt in 1965 orchestrated

by the procommunist group the 30th September

Movement. The anti-communist purge is one of the

main events that led to the rise of Suharto’s “New

Order”.  [The Jakarta Post]

 

Malaysia 1MDB: Did China Offer to Bail

Out 1MDB in Return for Deals?

(jk) The [Wall Street Journal] has published a story

regarding China’s overseas influence, based on newly

surfaced meeting minutes of the previous Malaysian

government and interviews with former officials.

Chinese officials allegedly told Malaysians that China

would “use its influence to try to get the U.S. and other

countries to drop their probes of allegations that allies

of then-Prime Minister Najib Razak and others

plundered the fund known as 1MDB.” This influence

included full operational surveillance of reporters in

Hong Kong who had been investigating 1MDB by

residence, office and device-tapping and computer-

and phone data retrieval. In addition to this, Chinese-

funded infrastructure projects were reportedly

planned at hugely inflated costs in order to settle some

of the 1MDB debt.[Channel News Asia] The East Coast

Rail Link for instance, which turned into a $16 billion

project, was originally estimated to cost less than half.

As previously reported, the project has been

suspended by the new Malaysian government under

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad and is reportedly

being re-negotiated. The allegations have been denied

by both former PM Najib Razak, and Chinese officials.

[Malaysiakini] Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad

Mahathir said the documents were needed before the

claim could be accepted and action could be taken.

[Strait Times]

 

Malaysia’s next King

(jk) After the abdication of Malaysia’s King as reported

last week, Pahang state’s Sultan Ahmad Shah has

stepped down to make way for his son, Crown Prince

Tengku Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah. This is relevant

as according to the rotational system that decides who

shall be the next “Agong”, the ruler of Pahang state is

due to take over and the move puts the Crown Prince
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next in line. It has been announced that a new Agong

would be declared on January 24 and formally sworn in

on January 31. [SCMP]

 

Thailand’s fishing industry is no longer on

European watch list for illegal practices

(jk) The European Commission has taken Thailand off a

list of warned countries and said it recognises its

progress in dealing with illegal, unreported and

unregulated (IUU) fishing. It has therefore lifted the

“yellow card” that was in place against Thailand since

2015 and Thailand is no longer under the direct threat

of facing an EU import ban on seafood and marine

fisheries products. According to the [Bangkok Post],

the Thai government issued 138 laws and regulations

to control IUU fishing.

 

Vietnam: Facebook accused of violating

new cybersecurity law

(jk) As reported previously, Vietnam has a new

cybersecurity law that entered into force on January

1st. The law criminalises criticizing the government

online and forces internet providers to bock and delete

specific content and hand over user data to the

authorities when requested. Facebook is alleged to

have violated Vietnam's new cybersecurity law by

allowing users to post anti-government comments on

the platform. The Authority of Broadcasting and

Electronic Information in Vietnam has furthermore

said Facebook is not paying due taxes in Vietnam on

advertising profits that the company makes in the

country and is therefore liable to further damages.

Facebook has responded to the allegations of not

removing content by stating it works diligently within

the scope of local laws and regulations. Facebook is

the second most-used site after Google in Vietnam and

often used as social space to criticise the government.

[Financial Times]

With regards to the new cybersecurity law, [Human

Rights Watch] has said the European Council and

European Parliament should postpone the ratification

of the proposed EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement

over the issue. The ratification of the deal is supposed

to happen before the European parliamentary

elections in May, but despite pressure from business

groups, HRW and other Human Rights advocates

maintain the EU should hold back on the ratification

until Vietnam addresses human rights concerns which
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only intensified after the new law came into force at

the beginning of this year.

 

Myanmar: Appeal by the two jailed

Reuters’ journalists rejected

(cc) On January 11, a Myanmar Court rejected the

appeal by Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, upholding a 7

years jail sentence for breaching the Official Secrets

Act. The two reporters were arrested in September

2017 while they were investigating the killings of 10

Rohingya in Rakhine State as part of the crackdown

against the Muslim minority ethnic group that forced

over 700,000 people to flee to Bangladesh. In April,

Police Captain Moe Yan Naing testified in Court that

the Reuters’ journalists had been trapped as the order

to give them “secret document” was given by a Police

Chief. Despite rumors of his release, the policeman is

still jailed at Insein Prison for violating the Police

Disciplinary Act. [Myanmar Times]

In their plea in December, the defense lawyers argued

that, in the lower Court’s judgement, the burden of

proof had been shifted on the defendant, impeding the

presumption of innocence but for Judge Aung Naing

the defense did not have sufficient proof the reporters

had been set up. Stephen J. Adler, Editor-in-Chief at

Reuters stated “Today’s ruling is yet another injustice

among many inflicted upon Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe

Oo.  They remain behind bars for one reason:  those in

power sought to silence the truth.  Reporting is not a

crime, and until Myanmar rights this terrible wrong,

the press in Myanmar is not free, and Myanmar’s

commitment to rule of law and democracy remains in

doubt.” [Reuters]

Some observers, including the Ambassador for the

European Union in Myanmar, qualified the verdict of

“miscarriage of justice” and he in particular raised

concern “for the independence of the justice system of

Myanmar”. As of yet, nothing has been said regarding

whether the defense will appeal to the Supreme Court.

[Reuters 2]

 

Deterioration of the situation between

Tatmadaw and Arakan Army in Rakhine

State

(cc) On January 7, President U Win Myint convened a

high-level meeting on national security and current

international relations to discuss the recent attacks
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orchestrated by the Arakan Army (AA) on police

outposts in Rakhine State during which 13 policemen

were killed and 9 were injured on January 4. While the

term National Defense and Security Council (NDSC)

was carefully avoided, the eleven members of the

Council were present, together with the chairman of

the Peace Commission and the chief of Military

Security Affairs and other representatives from new

ministries formed under the current government. [The

Irrawaddy]

During a press conference, a government spokesman

said: “The president’s office has instructed the military

to launch an operation to crush the terrorists”.

[Reuters] When urging the Rakhine people to stop

supporting the AA he accused the Ethnic Armed

Organisation (EAO) of cooperating with the Arakan

Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), another EAO

considered a terrorist group by the government. [The

Myanmar Times] In reaction to the statement, the AA

leader accused the Tatmadaw to use civilians as

human shield and night guards. He added that he

expects the fighting to get worse. [The Irrawaddy 2] He

told the Irrawaddy that the AA is supporting the

Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative

Committee’s (FPNCC) proposition of a confederate

structure with a common defense system and

cooperation on market regulation and foreign affairs

as a future for Rakhine State. [The Irrawaddy 3]

The acting UN’s resident coordinator, Knut Ostby,

expressed severe concerns about the situation and

called on all stakeholders to respect Humanitarian law

and Human rights, [Reuters 2] a statement echoed by

the European Union’s mission to Myanmar.

[eeas.europa.eu]
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German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and

Good Governance - CPG

Room 204, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University, 2 Prachan Road,

Bangkok 10200, Thailand

“New Way” to manage Sino-Indian

engagement?

(ls) A fresh RSIS commentary looks into current Sino-

Indian relations. According to P.S. Suryanarayana, the

two countries should pursue a meticulous adherence

to existing Sino-Indian confidence-building measures,

conduct friendly but purposeful exercises and candid

dialogue in the military domain, and intensify soft-

power diplomacy. [RSIS]

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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