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Law and Politics in

East Asia 

 

 

China: Constitutional law textbook of

reform-minded legal scholar withdrawn

(dql) In an apparent move to restrict Western influence

in academia, a constitutional law textbook of Zhang

Qianfan, a US-educated professor at Peking University

known for his advocacy of constitutionalism and

judicial reform, has been pulled from book shops. The

move comes shortly after China’s education ministry in

January ordered a sweeping review of university

constitutional law textbooks reflecting the

government’s increasing efforts to tighten control over

society including the legal system and education.

[Reuters]

 

China: International human rights

organizations demand UN inquiry into

Xinjiang Muslim mass detention

(dql) International human rights organizations,

including Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International

and the International Service for Human Rights along

with the World Uyghur Congress, appealed in a joint

statement to the UN Human Rights Council urging the

body to launch a fact-finding mission to investigate

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nkhykut-l-j/


the mass detention of Muslims in the Xinjiang Uyghur

region China is accused of. [New York Times] [Human

Rights Watch, for the text of the statement]

 

Japan: Supreme Court upholds contested

(trans-) gender law

(dql) In a trial brought on by a transgender man who

intends to change his gender on his family register to

male but refuses to undergo an invasive sex change

surgery, Japan’s Supreme Court last month upheld the

2002 law on gender identity which requires people,

wishing to register a gender change, having their

original reproductive organs removed, effectively

undergoing sterilization. The Court found the law

“currently constitutional” arguing that the decision

avoids sudden disruptions in a society that identifies

gender on the basis of biology. The ruling caused

outrage among human rights and LGBT activists, with

Human Rights Watch calling it “incompatible with

international human rights standards, against the

times, and deviating from best global practices.” [The

Diplomat]

 

South Korea: Parliamentary February

session set to be bumpy

(dql) After South Korea’s National Assembly was

already paralysed in January when rival parties brawled

over various issues ranging from electoral reform to

real estate speculation in which a former ruling party

lawmaker is allegedly implicated, the parliament is

expected to face a similar fate for its February session

with rival parties clashing over a series of political

scandals and the detention of a confidant of President

Moon Jae-in. Last week, South Gyeongsang Province

Gov. Kim Kyoung-soo, a confidant of President Moon,

was sentenced to two years in jail after being found

guilty of colluding with a power blogger to conduct

illicit cyber operations aimed at swaying public opinion

in favor of President Moon ahead of the 2017

presidential election. The leader of the main

opposition Liberty Korea Party called on Moon to

clarify whether or to what extent he had knowledge of

the online manipulation. [Yonhap]
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Law and Politics in

South Asia 

 

 

India elections:  Minimum income

guarantee and interim-budget

(jk) Last week, the leader of the country’s opposition

Congress Party Rahul Gandhi tweeted that “[i]f voted to

power in 2019, the Congress is committed to a

Minimum Income Guarantee for every poor person, to

help eradicate poverty & hunger. This is our vision &

our promise.” The minimum income guarantee could

become a major issue ahead of the general elections

but Gandhi did not further specify how much money

would be paid or who would receive the new benefit

and who would not be eligible. [Bloomberg] Former

chief economic advisor to the Modi government

offered a similar proposal for most rural households to

receive a basic income [New Indian Express] after

Modi’s administration pledges to implement a number

of populist measures ahead of the polls. The

administration has delivered an interim budget that

looks to increase the government’s popularity ahead of

the elections, especially with farmers and middle-

income earners who were promised a number of

benefits, including money earmarked for income

support and tax breaks. [Al Jazeera] The government is

under stress as the ruling BJP has not made good on

promises to create some 10 million jobs each year and

unemployment is at a record high – the highest in 45

years. [Al Jazeera 2]

 

Pakistan Supreme Court upholds Asia

Bibi's acquittal

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nkhykut-l-k/
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(jk) The Supreme Court last week dismissed a petition

to review its October 2018 decision to acquit Asia Bibi.

The Christian woman spent eight years on death row

after she was accused of blasphemy and the Court’s

decision last year was followed by days of violent

demonstrations. Hence, security was a main concern

when she was released from prison in November last

year as well as throughout the announcements of the

court. Security arrangements were a main priority and

included the deployment of paramilitary troops in the

country’s capital. Fortunately, no major outbursts of

protests and violence have been reported. [Dawn]

Further background on the case is provided here

[Dawn 2]. Asia Bibi’s lawyer, who himself received

death threats from militant groups since he got

involved in the case, is looking for safety in Europe as

he fears for his life in Pakistan. [SCMP]

 

Sri Lanka on path to executing death

penalty for drug traffickers on death row

(jk) Sri Lanka doubled down on bringing back capital

punishment as Sri Lanka looks to execute sentenced

drug traffickers already on death row. [NewsFirst] The

Justice and Prison Reforms Ministry has adopted a

process it to implement the death penalty and

therefore ending a 43-year moratorium on executions.

President Sirisena visited the Philippines earlier in

January and has said that President Duterte’s approach

to drug crime is an example to the world. [SCMP]

 

Bangladesh: PM Hasina wants to keep the

pressure on Myanmar to take back

Rohingyas

(cc) While Prime Minister Hasina urges the

international community to pressure Myanmar to take

back the Rohingya now living in Bangladesh, aid

workers get ready for the rainy season that starts in

May as the crisis seems to be deemed to last. Despite a

Memorandum of Understanding on the Rohingya

repatriation signed in November 2017, Bangladesh is

still home to approximately one million of Rohingya

refugees as the implementation is delayed. Yanghee

Lee, the U.N. special rapporteur on Human rights in

Myanmar, said the return could not take place “in the

near future” due to the lack of changes in the situation

and lack of accountability in Myanmar for the

perpetrators of the “clearance operations”. Hasina

vowed at several occasions not to forcibly repatriate
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Rohingyas but again urged that “Myanmar must take

back its nationals and the international community

should help Bangladesh send back the

Rohingyas.” [The Daily Star] [Reuters]

 

Law and Politics in

Southeast Asia 

 

 

Indonesia: Widodo vows to cut corporate

taxes if re-elected

(cc) President Joko Widodo reiterated his promise to

cut corporate taxes if re-elected in April. While Widodo

made a similar pledge in 2016, corporate profits are

still taxed at 25 percent in Indonesia, and 20 percent if

the company is publicly listed. Prabowo Subianto,

Widodo’s main opponent for the upcoming election,

also vowed to compete with low-tax neighbors like

Singapore to attract investors. Widodo’s deputy chief

of staff told reporters that the President “will not wait

until October” to start the reform if re-elected.

[Reuters]

 

Indonesia to challenge EU directive on

palm oil

(cc) Indonesia plans to challenge a directive from the

European Union on Renewable Energy to the dispute

settlement body of the World Trade Organization

(WTO) considering that the aim of curbing the use of

crops responsible for deforestation discriminates

Indonesian palm oil in favor of European products,

such as rapeseed oil. The EU is the second biggest

market for Indonesian palm oil, with almost 15% of

Indonesia’s palm export going to the old continent.

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nkhykut-l-q/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nkhykut-l-a/
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Indonesia’s Foreign Minister urged member States of

the ASEAN to follow Indonesia’s move of deferring

“elevation of ASEAN-EU dialogue relations to a strategic

level.” [Reuters]

 

Facebook removes hundreds of

Indonesian accounts linked to fake news

(cc) On Friday, Facebook removed hundreds of

Indonesian accounts, groups and pages from its

platform amid the discovery of ties with an online

syndicate spreading fake news. Facebook’s head of

Cybersecurity Policy said on Friday that the accounts

were linked to the Saracen Group, an online syndicate

uncovered by the police in 2016 propagating

incendiary material online through social media. In

April 2018, the Supreme Court declared Saracen not

guilty of spreading hate speech as the case could not

be proven. With both Presidential and legislative

elections planned for April 17, the pressure to curb the

propagation of fake news and hate speech on social

media keeps increasing. Similarly, WhatsApp has

limited options on forwarding messages and Twitter

erased about 70 million accounts in mid-2018 related

to malicious bots. [Reuters] [Jakarta Post]

 

Philippine military cracks down on Abu

Sayyaf militants after bomb attacks

(ls) Philippine soldiers battled Abu Sayyaf militants on

the southern island of Jolo, which is the group’s

stronghold as well as the site of dual bomb attack on a

Catholic church that killed at least 21 people and

wounded more than 100 others on 27 January. Five

soldiers and three militants were killed in the fight,

which also included airstrikes by the military. The area

is near Marawi, a Muslim city that was besieged for five

months in 2017 by hundreds of IS-aligned militants,

including foreign fighters. [South China Morning Post]

[Bloomberg]

Only three days after the church bombing, two people

were killed and at least four wounded in a grenade

attack on a mosque in Zamboanga city. Defence

Secretary Delfin Lorenzana said that, “for now” there

seems to be no connection between the two attacks.

[Straits Times]

The attacks follow a peaceful referendum on 21

January that overwhelmingly approved autonomy for

the estimated 5 million inhabitants of predominantly
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Muslim parts of Mindanao that will be called

Bangsamoro, the culmination of a lengthy peace

process between separatists and successive

governments. [Reuters]

 

Sultan Abdullah, Malaysia’s new king,

ascends the throne

(ls) Malaysia’s new king, Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad

Shah who is also the sultan of Pahang state, took the

oath of office at the national palace in Kuala Lumpur

on 31 January after the last monarch abdicated in a

historic first following his reported marriage to a

Russian woman. Malaysia’s sultans trace a lineage back

to the 15th century. The king is referred to as Yang di-

Pertuan Agong, or “He Who Is Made Lord”. [South

China Morning Post]

 

Myanmar: Parliament to debate over

constitutional reform

(cc) On Tuesday, the Parliament approved a proposal

to form a joint committee on amending the 2008

Constitution to be discussed in Parliament. Despite

strong objection from the military (non-elected)

representatives, the debate will take place this week.

Reforming the military-drafted Constitution was one of

Aung San Suu Kyi promises during the 2015 general

elections that brought her party to power.  The 2008

Constitution grants 25% of the Parliament’s seats to

the Tatmadaw and requires 75% of MP’s to be

amended, blocking most attempts of reform. Tuesday’s

motion earned 394 votes in favor, 17 against and three

abstentions. The secret vote was boycotted by military

lawmakers. [The Irrawaddy] [Myanmar Times]

[Reuters]

 

Myanmar: Fighting in Rakhine State

continues to force civilians to flee

(cc) Fighting between the Arakan Army (AA) and the

Tatmadaw continues to force people to flee in

Northern Rakhine State with allegations of misconduct

going both ways. The International Committee of the

Red Cross (ICRC) and the World food program are the

only two agencies that are allowed to provide

assistance in the conflict areas, and thus, most of

internally displaced persons (IDPs) rely almost
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exclusively on local aid. In December, the Tatmadaw

announced a 4 months ceasefire but refused to

include Rakhine State. [The Irrawaddy 1, The Irrawaddy

2] In addition, 26 people were arrested this week for

allegedly having ties with the AA. To avoid public

attention, all detainees were arrested at night. [The

Irrawaddy 3]

 

Reuters’ journalists appeal to Supreme

Court amid a new report by Human Rights

Watch on freedom of speech in Myanmar

(cc) Last week, HRW published its latest report on

Myanmar under the title: “Dashed Hopes: The

Criminalization of Peaceful Expression in Myanmar”. It

criticizes the degradation of freedom of expression in

Myanmar since Aung San Suu Kyi’s government came

into office in 2016. While the quasi-civilian government

of Thein Sein surprisingly undertook reforms in favor

of freedom of speech, old provisions on defamation,

sedition and offenses against religion were still used to

silence critics. The victory of the National League for

Democracy (NLD) at the general elections 2015, raised

hopes for more freedom of speech and assembly.

Conversely, in 2017, section 66(d) of the

Telecommunications Law was amended and now

foresees up to 2 years imprisonment on vaguely

defined defamation charges. According to the report,

approximately 140 cases have been filed under this

provision since the NLD came to power and half are

related to peaceful speech. For HRW, “[t]he result has

been a climate of fear among local journalists”.

[Reuters] [HRW]

One of the most well-known examples of the general

restriction of free speech is the case of the two jailed

Reuters’s journalists, sentenced to 7 years under the

Official Secrets Act, a colonial-era legislation often used

against journalists and critics. On the same day as the

report was published, their lawyers appealed to the

Supreme Court against their sentence after the High

Court rejected a first appeal last month. [Reuters 2] On

Friday, the police officer who testified that policemen

gave secret documents to the journalists to “entrap”

them was released from jail. He was sentenced to one

year imprisonment under the Police Disciplinary Act

shortly after his testimony. [Reuters 3]

 

Thailand: Parties announce PM

candidates
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(ls) Ahead of the 24 March election, political parties in

Thailand have started to announce their candidates for

the office of the Prime Minister. Pheu Thai has chosen

three candidates. They are the former agriculture

minister Khunying Sudarat Keyuraphan, ex-transport

minister Chadchart Sittipunt and former justice

minister Chaikasem Nitisiri. Previously, the Democrat

party had already announced Abhisit Vejjajiva as its

only PM candidate while Bhumjaithai said Anutin

Charnveerakul would be its man. [Bangkok Post]

The Palang Pracharat party, which is closely associated

with the military government named Prime Minister

Prayuth Chan-ocha as a candidate, along with party

leader Uttama Savanayana and Deputy Prime Minister

Somkid Jatusripitak. [Khaosod English 1] Prayut himself

vowed he would not step down as prime minister

before the election, while stating clearly that if he was

to return as the PM, it would be as a candidate on a

party’s list. He also said, that he needs “time to study

their [Palang Pracharat’s] policy proposals and their

practicality. If I am to join them, I have to see their

policies.” [The Nation]

Meanwhile, four ministers who are also members of

the Palang Pracharat resigned from their cabinet posts

to devote themselves to campaigning. They include

Palang Pracharat Party leader and Industry Minister

Uttama Savanayana, deputy party leader and Science

and Technology Minister Suvit Maesincee, party

secretary general and Commerce Minister Sontirat

Sontijirawong and party spokesman and Prime

Minister’s Office minister Kobsak Pootrakool. [Khaosod

English 2]

 

Cambodia: Crackdown on protesters while

the country is under human rights peer

review

(ls) Security forces in the southern Cambodian

province of Preah Sihanouk opened fire on protesters

on Thursday during a protest which was sparked by a

Supreme Court decision to award a land title to several

local families. The surrounding area is claimed by

politically connected tycoons, leading locals to

question the true nature of the court decision.

[Cambodia Daily]

Last week, Cambodia was subject of the third Universal

Periodic Review (UPR) in Geneva where it received

comments from 73 UN member states that made a

total of 202 recommendations for the Kingdom to

improve its human rights record. Several countries
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expressed particular concern over the trial of Supreme

Court-dissolved Cambodia National Rescue Party

(CNRP) president Kem Sokha on treason charges and

further recommended opening space for civil societies,

strengthening trade union laws, removing the inter-

ministerial Prakas on the use of the Internet, and

resolving land conflicts. [Phnom Penh Post]

The UPR is a State-driven process, under the auspices

of the Human Rights Council, which provides the

opportunity for each State to declare what actions they

have taken to improve the human rights situations in

their countries and to fulfil their human rights

obligations. [OHCHR]

 

Facebook steps up efforts against fake

news in Indonesia and Thailand

(ls) Facebook has removed hundreds of Indonesian

accounts, pages and groups from its social network

after discovering they were linked to an online group

called “Saracen” accused of spreading hate speech and

fake news. Police alleged there were financial links

between Saracen and a handful of organizers of 2016

protests against the former governor of Jakarta “Ahok”.

However, the Indonesian Supreme Court ruled in April

2018 that Saracen had not been guilty of spreading

hate speech and that the police’s case could not be

proven. Indonesia, which is estimated to be Facebook’s

third largest market with over a 100 million users, is

currently in the run-up to a presidential election set to

take place in April. [Reuters]

Facebook also announced that it has stepped up

efforts in Thailand to take down fake accounts, reduce

false news and ban electoral ads originated from

abroad ahead of the March 24 general election. New

regional operations centers focused on election

integrity will be set up, including one in Singapore, to

act promptly to stop false news, misinformation, hate

speech, voter suppression and election interference.

[Bangkok Post]

CPG’s Lasse Schuldt has taken a look behind the fake

news legislation in Southeast Asian countries. He

argues that the Southeast Asian region demonstrates

how the debates around fake news laws may allow a

deeper look into the respective political and social

discourses. [Verfassungsblog]
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Vietnam: More high-profile corruption

convictions

(ls) A Vietnamese court jailed two former deputy

ministers of the Ministry of Public Security and a

business tycoon amid a widening crackdown on

corruption. The former officials were accused of failing

to prevent the businessman from illegally taking over

state assets, causing combined losses of over 1.1

trillion dong ($47.41 million) to the state budget. The

Vietnamese government has launched investigations

into hundreds of public officials accused of

mismanagement, with several executives at state-

owned enterprises, including one former politburo

member, being jailed for mismanagement or

embezzlement. [Reuters]

 

International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia

 

 

China-US trade talks: Progress made, both

sides say

(dql) Beijing and Washington expressed optimism on

progress towards resolving their trade disputes

following last week’s much-anticipated trade talks

during which a wide range of issues were discussed

covering forced technology transfers, intellectual

property protection, market access, the trade deficit,

cyber theft, government subsidies to China’s state-

owned enterprises, and currency controls. [South

China Morning Post]
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While Trump acknowledged “important progress” and

announced a meeting with Chinese President Xi in the

near future, Chinese state-run news agency Xinhua

confirmed “candid, specific and constructive

discussions” between the two delegations led by

Chinese Vice-Premier Liu He and US Trade

Representative Robert Lighthizer. Follow-up

discussions are scheduled for this week in Beijing. [The

Guardian] [Xinhua]

In a latest development, Chinese state-run companies

Cofco Corp. and Sinograin announced the purchase of

more than one million tons of American soybeans each

fulfilling a pledge made by Liu during the talks.

[Bloomberg]

 

Cross-Strait relations: Ethnic Chinese

around the world may enjoy democracy,

Taiwan’s President Tsai wishes

(dql) Following her assertive ‘four musts’ speech to

mark the new year in the Gregorian calendar [AiR

2/1/2019], Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen reiterated

her confrontational stance towards China in a

message, posted on her official social media accounts

on Sunday ahead of the Lunar New Year, in which she

stressed that Taiwan’s citizens uphold the values of

freedom and democracy and that those living in

countries lacking democracy might not understand

Taiwan’s commitment to those values. Extending well

wishes for the new year, Tsai expressed her hope that

the blessing of freedom and democracy could be

experienced by all ethnic Chinese across the world.

[Focus Taiwan]

 

South Korea-US relations: Agreement on

sharing cost of stationing US troops

reached

(dql) According to the US State Department,

Washington and Seoul have agreed “in principle” to a

new deal related to the sharing of the cost of

stationing about 28.500 U.S. troops in the Asian

country, with remaining technical issues to be clarified

as quickly as possible. The agreement comes after ten

rounds of unsuccessful talks since March to renew the

2014 deal which expired in December. In the course of

the negotiations Washington requested a high increase

up to 1.2 billion USD per year from around 848 million

USD in the 2014 deal. [Nikkei Asian Review]
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According to South Korean news agency Yonhap, citing

a diplomatic source, the US finally appeared ready to

accept South Korea’s request for payment under 1

billion USD in 2019 and for a one-year agreement as

opposed to a previous five-year deal. [Yonhap]

 

Japan proposes new disarmament

framework after US-Russia suspension of

INF

(dql) Following Washington’s and Moscow’s suspension

of the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF)

[CNN], Japan has put forward a proposal for

the formation of a disarmament framework involving

besides the USA and Russia also China and other

countries concerned. US Secretary of State Mike

Pompeo’s announcement on Feb. 2 that the USA

suspended the implementation of obligations under

the INF treaty, prompting Russia’s corresponding move

a day later, was commented on by Japan’s Foreign

Minister Kono as “understandable”, but “undesirable”

reflecting Japan’s unease over its ally's pull out of the

IFN in the wake of strained relations with Russia over

disputed territories , China’s military buildup in the

region and uncertainties on North-Korea’s de-

nuclearization. [Mainichi]

 

Japan-EU trade pact in force

(dql) A milestone in Japanese-EU relations, the Japan-

EU economic partnership agreement which establishes

one of the world's largest free trade blocs took effect

last Friday, amid grave uncertainties about the future

of Brexit. Covering markets of over 600 million people

and about a third of the world's economy, the

agreement will progressively eliminate almost all

tariffs, with Japan scrapping tariffs on around 94% of

agricultural and industrial products and the EU ending

duties on around 99% of imports. [Nikkei Asian Review]

 

India and Russia sign construction deal

for two advanced vessels for the Indian

Navy

(jk) The two missile frigates will be constructed by the

state-run Goa shipyard in cooperation with the Russian

state’s defence and weapons supplier

Rosoboronexport. They are part and parcel of the
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Indian governments’ efforts to increase its naval

operability. 56 new ships and six submarines are

planned to be added to the currently 32 ships and

submarines already under construction in Indian

shipyards. All ships are built under the “Made in India”

framework, which foresees ships to be built in India

with foreign assistance. The deal has been decided in

November last year already and was officially signed

last week. [Economic Times 1, ZeeNews]

In addition to this and other deals with the Russian

government, the Indian government has also decided

to go ahead with a huge deal of building six

submarines for approximately US$7bn under the same

“Made in India” policy. Four ship builders from

Germany, France, Russia and Sweden have announced

interest, however, the decision to go ahead with this

project was initially made over a decade ago. This

project, as well as others, have long been delayed.

Declaring the new “Made in India” policy did not lead to

an immediate uptake in operations either since few

major deals under the policy have actually taken off

despite no shortage of announcements. [Economic

Times 2]

 

Sri Lanka seeks to borrow US$1 billion

from China for highway project

(jk) Sri Lanka is looking to sign a US$1 billion loan

agreement with China to fund a major highway project

linking Colombo and the island’s hill resort of Kandy.

The project has already been delayed for over two

years due to lack of funds. Should the two sides come

to an agreement, the money is supposed to be used to

complete the first phase of the project, while phase

two and three will be financed by Japanese loans and a

Sri Lankan consortium respectively. [NDTV]

 

Maldives seeks to renegotiate with China

over Belt and Road debt

(jk) The new Maldivian finance minister said that the

former government borrowed more than projects

were worth, indicating at corruption and kickbacks,

and said it would be in the Maldives’ interest to

renegotiate some of the deals struck with China under

the previous administration. Much like Mahathir in

Malaysia, the current President and his administration

are looking closely at deals struck under his

predecessor. While the Chinese foreign ministry claims

that China and Maldives have “fully considered factors
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such as debt sustainability”, the new finance minister

doubts the Maldives’ fiscal health can be guaranteed

under the current arrangements. [Financial Times]

 

South China Sea: China’s new rescue

center on Fiery Cross provokes mixed

Philippine response

(ls) China opened a maritime rescue center on Fiery

Cross Reef in the disputed South China Sea on

Tuesday, as Beijing seeks to reinforce its claims in the

strategic waterway. The island is also claimed by

Taiwan, Vietnam and the Philippines. According to

official sources, the rescue center is built “to better

protect navigation and transport safety in the South

China Sea”. Three of the man-made islets under

Chinese control in the Spratlys — Fiery Cross, Subi and

Mischief reefs — all boast military-grade airfields,

including emplacements for missiles, storage facilities

and a range of installations that can track satellites,

foreign military activity and communications. [Japan

Times]

The Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Teodoro Locsin

said his country will protest the move. Previously,

however, Duterte’s spokesman Salvador Panelo said

the Philippines should be “thankful” to China, saying a

rescue center can help everybody. [Bloomberg]

 

Uncertain future of Chinese-financed East

Coast Rail Link in Malaysia

(ls) Malaysia’s Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad

insisted that his government was still negotiating with

China over the US$20 billion East Coast Rail Link

(ECRL), as former prime minister Najib Razak shared

images of documents on Facebook that suggested the

country had definitively cancelled the project.

Previously, there have been multiple news reports

citing anonymous sources that said the Chinese state-

owned company had dramatically reduced the price of

the project to convince Malaysian officials to give it the

green light. However, sources said that, despite the

proposed discount that almost halved the price,

Mahathir’s government decided to cancel the contract.

[South China Morning Post] [Reuters]
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Old soldiers never die: Retired officers

behind Jokowi and Prabowo

(ls) As several retired senior military officers have

declared their support for either incumbent

Indonesian President Joko Widodo or his challenger

Prabowo Subianto in the upcoming April 2019

presidential election, an RSIS commentary describes

the importance of endorsements from high-ranking

retired soldiers for the respective campaigns.

According to the analysis, the connections and

networks to local politicians and levers of power can

be useful in turning out voters or securing high-profile

endorsements from influential local figures, as well as

obtain critical information that can be used to shape

campaign strategy. [RSIS]

 

[Video] Interview with former

Ambassador of Pakistan to Sri Lanka and

the United States  

(jk) Husain Haqqani, a Pakistani academic and former

ambassador of Pakistan to Sri Lanka and the United

States speaks in a wide-ranging interview on the

current state of affairs in Pakistani politics, why he

does not trust the Pakistani judicial system, and on the

continuing dominance of the military in the country.

[HTN News Youtube Channel]
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