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Law and Politics in

East Asia 

 

 

China: New accusations against Beijing

over detentions of Uyghurs in Xinjiang

(dql) The Guardian, citing a Uighur-Australian activist,

reports on 17 Australian residents believed to have

been put under house arrest, in jail or detained in “re-

education centers in Xinjiang during their visits of

relatives in China. [The Guardian]

In another development, Turkish media last week

claimed that Uighur poet and musician Abdurehim

Heyit was tortured to death in a Chinese prison.

Countering these claims Chinese state-run media

released a brief video clip showing Heyit stating that he

was “in the process of being investigated for allegedly

violating the national laws”, “in good health” and has

“never been abused.” [Bloomberg]

Meanwhile, Freedom House’ ‘Freedom in the World

2019” report designates China “not free” and ranks the

country 180th among 195 countries with a freedom

score of 11 out of 100, citing China’s mass internment

of Uighurs and other Muslims, President Xi Jinping’s

personalization of power, internet censorship and

surveillance, and the crackdown on civil society as

main developments in China in 2018. [Freedom House]
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Japan: Ruling LDP with cautious stance on

constitutional revision ahead of elections

(dql) Ahead of local government elections in April and

the House of Councilors election in the summer, Prime

Minister Abe presented a cautious stance on the

revision of the country’s constitution at the annual

convention of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)

at the weekend. While reiterating the party’s push for

the first ever amendment of the 1947 constitution, he

shied away from announcing detailed procedure or

time frames. Furthermore, the party’s action plan

approved at the convention merely mentioned the

push to for constitutional reform in one terse

paragraph in its preamble, whereas it dedicated a

separate chapter to the subject last year. LPD’s caution

– despite pro-constitutional reform two-thirds

majorities in both Diet chambers sufficient to initiate

the amendment process – is widely seen as attempt to

avoid a highly contentious topic in the upcoming

elections expected to be tough. [Mainichi]

 

South Korea: Ruling and main opposition

party clash over parliamentary

committee nominees

(dql) In the latest in a string of clashes between the

ruling Democratic Party and the main opposition

Liberty Korea Party (LKP) [Air 1/2/2019], President

Moon Jae-in rejected the appointment of two of the

three nominees of the LKP  for a nine-member

parliamentary committee investigating the May 18th,

1980 Gwangju Democratization Movement, a popular

uprising in the city of Gwangju against martial law

government established after the assassination of

authoritarian President Park Chung-hee in October

1979. While the Presidential Office justified the

rejection on grounds of lack of qualifications required

for the post, the LKP accused Moon of a political

decision. [Korea Herald]

In a related development, the ruling Democratic Party

(DP) and three other parties announced on Monday

that they will file a petition with the National Assembly

Special Committee on Ethics to strip three lawmakers

of the LKP from their parliamentary seats accused of

disparaging the uprising in remarks made at a public

hearing. [Yonhap]
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Law and Politics in

South Asia 

 

 

India: Kumbh Mela celebrations

overshadowed by upcoming elections –

Sabarimala Temple must allow women

(ls) As millions of Indian Hindus are celebrating the

Kumbh Mela festival, traveling to the northern Indian

city of Prayagraj to take a dip in the Ganges River, the

festival is not spared from political campaigning ahead

of national elections. Prime Minister Modi’s Hindu

nationalist government has provided significant

financial support for this year’s celebrations and

deployed advertisements for him and his close ally,

Yogi Adityanath, chief minister of the state Uttar

Pradesh, which also provided large support for the

pilgrimage. The government of Madhya Pradesh, which

is run by the rival Congress Party, is also covering

nearly $1 million in travel costs. Other opposition

politicians said the state should not help one religion

to the exclusion of others. [New York Times 1]

In a separate development, an Indian government

board that had opposed allowing women to enter the

Sabarimala Temple in Kerala state changed its position,

saying that women had the right to pray in the shrine.

For several months, violent protests and riots occurred

over whether women of childbearing age could enter

the temple. Last week, the Supreme Court heard

arguments about the status of the temple,

reconsidering a previous decision in which it had ruled

last year that women ages 10 to 50 had the right to

visit the shrine. Religious groups had pleaded with

judges to reconsider their decision. [New York Times 2]
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India: Death of state lawmaker illustrates

heated politics

(ls) An Indian state lawmaker, Satyajit Biswas, was shot

dead in West Bengal amid rising tensions between the

provincial and federal governments. He belonged to

the state’s ruling All India Trinamool Congress (TMC)

party. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee,

who leads the Trinamool Congress, is a fierce critic of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) party. [Bloomberg]

TMC general secretary Partha Chatterjee blamed the

BJP for the “shocking killing”, whereas BJP chief Dilip

Ghosh blamed the murder on splits in the TMC. West

Bengal witnessed gruesome political murders in past

elections with victims hacked to pieces and some

burned alive along with entire slums. Last year, a BJP

supporter was found hanging from a tree. [South

China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, WhatsApp, which has become a key

campaign tool used widely by BJP as well as Congress

workers, accused Indian political parties of abusing the

platform by using automated tools for mass messaging

and spreading fake news. WhatsApp has been at the

center of controversy in India since last year after false

messages spread on its platform sparked a number of

mob lynchings. [Reuters]

 

India’s central bank cuts benchmark

interest rate

(zf) The Reserve Bank of India (RBI), the country’s

central banking authority, unexpectedly slashed key

benchmark interest rates this week. While official

reports cited lowered consumer price inflation and

slower global growth as catalyst for the policy change,

the move is likely to please Prime Minister Modi and

his incumbent BJB party ahead of the upcoming

parliamentary elections due to the prospect of

increased economic prosperity via shorter-term

increases in lending and the subsequent increase in

domestic economic growth. The change in monetary

policy comes just a few days after the release of an

official government budget filled with broad cash

incentives for India’s middle classes. While RBI

monetary policy and government fiscal policy are

ostensibly independent systems, the political context

in which the move has taken place has garnered

scrutiny regarding the timing of the announcement. [Al

Jazeera]
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Pakistan: Supreme Court tells military to

“stay out of politics”

(ls) Pakistan’s Supreme Court warned the military and

intelligence agencies they must not exceed their

mandate and meddle in politics. The court was

investigating the 2017 Faizabad protest, which saw a

hardline Islamist group paralyze the capital Islamabad

accusing a minister of blasphemy, but the inquiry also

looked at the role of security agencies. The unrest had

weakened the previous Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N) government, which disagreed with the

armed forces over how to handle the protests. In

particular, the judges referred to a video showing an

Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) officer giving cash to

Islamist protesters after a deal was struck to end the

blockade. [Reuters]

 

Pakistan: Critical journalist beaten and

arrested

(ls) A Pakistani journalist, Rizwan Razi, who was under

scrutiny for anti-government social media posts, was

beaten and arrested in Lahore. Pakistani journalists

say they face an increasingly hostile climate since the

vote last year that saw Prime Minister Imran Khan’s

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) take power. Razi was

being investigated for “defamatory and obnoxious”

comments about the judiciary, government and

intelligence services. [Reuters]

 

Update: End of death penalty moratorium

in Sri Lanka within months

(ls) As AiR reported last week, Sri Lanka is likely to

resume executions of death penalty inmates. Now,

President Maithripala Sirisena announced that the

country will begin hanging convicted drug dealers

within the next months, ending a 43-year moratorium.

Around 20 people with convictions related to drugs

appear to be in line for execution with eight of those

cases under appeal. "I hope to carry out the first

hanging within a month or two," he said. "I appeal to

human rights organisations not to try to pressure us

on this decision." Sirisena, who lost public support in

last year’s constitutional crisis, is facing a re-election

battle in 2020. He previously said he was inspired by

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nurkrty-l-c/
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Philippine President Duterte’s “war on drugs”. [The

Guardian]

Sri Lanka's Justice Minister Thalatha Athukorale said

administrative procedures for the execution of five

drug convicts had been completed and Sirisena now

only had to sign the death warrants. But officials said

that authorities were still trying to fill a vacancy for a

hangman, despite placing advertisements for the

position last year offering a salary of 35,000 rupees

($200) a month. [Al Jazeera]

 

Law and Politics in

Southeast Asia 

 

 

Mixed results in second Philippine

plebiscite; tensions remain high

(zf) Following last month’s historic vote to ratify the

Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) in the Philippines’

restive southern Mindanao region, a second plebiscite

had been scheduled to take place on February 6th in

order to give several more surrounding municipalities

a chance to voice their opinion regarding their official

incorporation into the newly created Bangsamoro

Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). As

evidence of the disagreements that still remain, several

high profile areas balked at incorporating large swaths

of their territory into BARMM. For examples, all six

provincial municipalities in Lanao Del Norte rejected

the measure. While the outcome here is in line with

previous provincial votes to enter autonomous areas

(affiliation with a previous incarnation of BARMM was

rejected by voters in 2001), a circumstantial mandate
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in BOL required that Lanao Del Norte could only

approve entry with a ‘double majority’ vote. In practice,

this meant that each individual municipality and

province as whole needed to approve the measure to

gain entry. In the end, the double majority provision

was a crucial factor, as the wishes of all six

municipalities were overturned by a majority in the

province that rejected that municipalities’ entry.

Alternatively, 63 out of 67 districts in nearby Cotabato

province ratified their entry into BARMM. Despite the

mixed results, proponents of BARMM’s

implementation are likely to be pleased with the

overall trajectory of the measure. [Rappler] [Rappler 2]

[Philippine Star]

Despite the successful rounds of plebiscite voting,

however, tensions remain high and concerns over

violence and displacement remain an issue. On the eve

of the second round of voting, three grenade attacks

were reported in several areas in Lanao Del Norte,

including near a government building. No casualties

were reported [Rappler 3]. In addition, a report from

the Philippines’ Department of Social Welfare and

Development claims that hundreds of families have

been displaced due to fears of unrest in the run up to

the election. The government claims to be working on

assisting affected persons and reintegrating them in

their respective communities. [Relief Web]

 

Thailand: Refugee football player released

(jk) The refugee Bahraini footballer Hakeem al-Araibi

who was held in Thailand whilst the authorities were

considering an extradition request by Bahrain, has

eventually been released and returned to Australia

where he holds refugee status. The extradition case

against him was withdrawn after the Bahraini

government has decided not to further pursue the

footballer.

The case has caused international media attention

after it became known that Hakeem not only faces

what are very likely to be trumped up charges, but also

fears for his life should he be sent back to his home

country. He allegedly vandalised a police station,

however, at the time of the incident, he maintains, also

played a televised football match. He is among a

number of pro-democracy athletes in Bahrain who got

into trouble with the government before he fled the

country. The international media attention as well as

the involvement of several politicians and celebrities is

likely to have played a role in this case as it became

increasingly uncomfortable for Thailand to follow

through with the Bahraini request. The about-face of
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Bahrain’s position came a day after the Thai foreign

minister visited the crown prince and held discussions

on “topics of mutual interest”. [Independent, ABC]

 

Thailand: PM candidates fixed  

(jk) The Election Commission of Thailand (ECT) has

formally accepted 69 prime ministerial bids from 45

parties. Among them is the current PM Prayuth Chan-

O-Cha who is running as the sole candidate for the

Palang Pracharath Party, as well as Public Health

Minister Sudarat Keyuraphan and former Transport

Minister Chadchart Sittipunt as the main Pheu Thai

Party candidates. Democrat Party leader Abhisit

Vejjajiva has also been accepted as a candidate.

[Bangkok Post]

The ECT has further decided to reject the PM bid of

Princess Ubolratana Rajakanya, who had announced

her candidacy for the newly established Thai Raksa

Chart Party on Friday, causing huge tumult and

speculations about the implications of the move. The

ECT statement on Monday unsurprisingly cited that “all

members of the royal family must abide by the king’s

principle of staying above politics, maintaining political

impartiality and they cannot take up political office”,

and therefore ended her bid to become PM. This

echoed an official statement by the Palace that had

been made just hours after her bid was made official.

[Khaosod] It is unclear, whether the announcement of

her candidacy on Friday will have consequences for the

newsy established party she tried to run for, as it might

have violated the Political Parties Act. The ECT is

looking into the matter and if there are suspected

violations, it will refer the matter to the Constitutional

Court. [Bangkok Post] Thai Raksa Chart is a party close

to the much bigger Pheu Thai Party (PT) and exiled

former premier Thaksin Shinawatra. It was allegedly

set up as an alternative in case PT itself was dissolved

over violations of electoral rules. It is further meant to

increase the overall number of seats that PT (and its

allies) can win, conscious of a voting system that

rewards mid-size parties and makes it more difficult

for PT in particular to win as many seats as it has done

in past elections.

 

Indonesia: Ahok joins the ruling

Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle

(PDI-P)
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(cc) Former Jakarta governor Basuki Tjahaja Purnama

announced on Friday that he is joining the ruling

Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P). Most

commonly known under his Chinese nickname Ahok,

the Christian politician was recently released after

being sentenced to two years of imprisonment for

blasphemy.

The party’s secretary-general said Ahok will not take

part in the campaign and a number of people think

that his active participation in the campaign could be a

handicap for the President’s campaign as many of

those who protested against the former Jakarta

governor are supporting his rival Prabowo. [Straits

Times]

 

Indonesia: Spectre of foreign influence

over the ongoing presidential campaign

(cc) A little over two months before election day, the

campaign for presidency intensifies and while usually

the topic of foreign influence in Indonesia focuses on

China or foreign companies exploiting national

resources, President Joko Widodo, often labelled as

“foreign puppet” himself, fired back stating that

“[t]here's a campaign team that has been preparing…

Russian propaganda, which constantly spews…

slander, sins and hoaxes,” and adding “[d]o not call

anyone a foreign puppet, while he himself is a foreign

puppet… He has hired a foreign consultant”. While he

did not mention Prabowo explicitly, the former military

general is his only challenger for the April 17 election.

The Russian embassy quickly denied the allegations

and posted on twitter “We underline that the principal

position of Russia is not to intervene in the internal

affairs and electoral processes of other countries,

including Indonesia, which is our close friend and

important partner”. Prabowo’s team denied the

involvement of a foreign consultant in the campaign.

On Tuesday, President Widodo explained that the term

of “Russian propaganda” was used to describe a

campaign strategy and had nothing to do with the

Russian government adding that “[t]his is not a matter

of state affairs. President (Vladimir) Putin and I have a

very good relationship.” [Straits Times] [The Diplomat]

 

Myanmar: Government agrees to discuss

with “Northern Alliance” amid

intensification of clashes in Rakhine state
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(cc) Following informal talks between the Kachin

Independence Army (KIA) and the National

Reconciliation and Peace Center (NRPC) in China last

month, the government for the first time agreed to

discuss matters with the Northern Alliance as a single

group. The Northern alliance is composed of the KIA,

the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army

(MNDAA) and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army

(TNLA) and the Arakan Army (AA).  Until now, the

government only accepted to conduct peace talks with

the Ethnic Armed Organizations separately. However, a

date is still to be set and recent clashes between the

Tatmadaw and the AA in Rakhine State could

undermine the potential positive outcome of such

meeting.

Indeed, while the Tatmadaw unilaterally announced a

ceasefire in December, Rakhine state is excluded and

fights with the AA intensified since the beginning of the

year. [The Irrawaddy] After coordinated attacks on four

police border posts, the Rakhine government issued a

ban on humanitarian help barring international relief

agencies and the UN to access the conflict areas. While

the World Food Program and the International

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) were exempt, they

can only access 17 areas in the region, and most

activities have been restrained. Indeed, the ICRC is

providing help to over 5000 Internally Displaced

Persons (IDPs) but they had to stop other activities in

relation to healthcare, water and agriculture, including

its mobile clinics. [The Irrawaddy 2]

Last week alone, approximately 160 civilians have fled

the conflict to the neighbouring Bangladesh. The

Myanmar ambassador in Bangladesh has been

summoned to protest the new arrival and while

Bangladesh welcomed over 700,000 Rohingya ethnic

people after the crackdown against the Muslim

minority in 2017, Bangladesh foreign minister warned

that “This time we will not open it, but will let others

open their door”. [Reuters] [Myanmar Times]

Facebook in the meantime announced on Tuesday that

it banned the above groups from its platform, labelling

the four Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs) as

“dangerous organisations”. Since August, Facebook

removed hundreds of accounts related to the

Tatmadaw, alleged of using the social media platform

for misrepresentation. [Reuters] [The Irrawaddy]

 

Myanmar: Thousands protest against

Myistone dam project
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(cc) Thousands of people protested in Myitkyina in

Kachin State against the Myitsone Dam project last

week. The multibillion mega dam project financed by

China began in 2009 and was first suspended in 2011

over concerns regarding its environmental and social

impact. Over 1000 people have already been displaced

and according to the protesters 90% of the electricity

that could be produced by the dam would be exported

to China. [The Irrawaddy] [the Myanmar Times]

A commission was formed in August 2016 to assess

the impacts of hydropower projects on the

environment, society, foreign investment, economy

and water resources. The commission submitted its

report over a year ago but the government has yet to

answer. [The Irrawaddy 2]

 

Laos looks to increase economic reform

measures, bolster business climate

(zf) In one of the world’s last vestiges of communist

one-party rule, diversified economic expansion seems

to be near the top of the government’s wish list. In a

meeting last week with development partners and

international organizations, the Deputy Minister of

Planning and Investment made clear that increased

sustainable growth is being pursued by the

government via reducing barriers to commercial

activity and increased international investment.

Furthermore, it was emphasized that strong private-

public partnerships would be integral to the country’s

development. In a statement, a World Bank

representative in attendance recognized the

government’s efforts and reiterated their institutional

support for improved investment climates and

regulatory standards. [Vientiane Times]

 

Press freedom becomes an issue of

controversy in Timor-Leste

(zf) After the abrupt removal of the president of Timor-

Leste’s public television network (RTTL), the issue of

press freedom has become a topic of controversy for

the small island nation. The dismissal, as per

government sources, is the result of an official audit

that allegedly found organizational irregularities that

took place under the watch of its former president, Mr.

Gil Di Costa. With that said, some critics are claiming

more nefarious political motivations may be at play.

The first concern deals with a possible conflict of

interest: the government decided to appoint the same
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individual that lead the government audit to become

the new president of RTTL. Secondly, some claim that

the former president was fired after he rebuffed

government overtures to meddle in the network’s

editorial content. In a statement, Di Costa claims

political interference was rampant and that his

dismissal was a direct result of his attempts to

maintain an independent press. In a counter-

statement, the new head of RTTL acknowledged the

complaints and committed the organization to

continued improvement. [Global Voices]

 

Malaysia: Former PM Najib’s trial over

1MDB scandal to begin this week

(jk) The former prime minister is among those accused

of stealing some of the total of US$4.5bn from the

Malaysian sovereign wealth fund 1MDB over several

years. After the scandal led to his political downfall, the

first court trial in the case will begin this week in Kuala

Lumpur. [Malay Mail] While this is only one of more

trials to follow, it has some symbolic meaning. The

ruling Pakatan Harapan coalition wants to be seen as

acting more swiftly and decisively on the matter than it

was previously. Najib is denying the allegations and will

want to further fight his case in court.

 

International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia

 

 

China-USA relations I: US warnings against

Huawei
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(dql) Adding to already strained tensions between

China and the USA amid difficult trade talks between

both countries, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo

warned European countries during the first stop in his

tour to five European countries in Hungary that using

technology from Chinese telecommunications giant

Huawei could damage their relationship with the

United States, the latest move of Washington to exert

pressure on countries around the world to blacklist

Huawei equipment and to exclude the company from

the 5G mobile communications systems. [CNN]

Beijing called Pompeo’s warning “groundless”, accusing

Washington of “unscrupulously fabricating all kinds of

groundless charges” and “sowing discord” between

China and other countries. [ABS-CBN]

 

China-USA relations II: US warships

exercise in disputed South China Sea

(dql) Two US guided-missile destroyers sailed on

Monday within 12 nautical miles of the Spratly Islands,

in a move “to challenge excessive maritime claims and

preserve access to the waterways as governed by

international law,” according Cmdr. Clayton Doss,

spokesman for the Japan-based U.S. 7th Fleet. [Navy

Times]

The exercise was the second ‘freedom of navigation’

exercise in the South China Sea within in five weeks

after the a “freedom of navigation” operation within 12

nautical miles of the Paracel Islands of the USS

McCampbell earlier in January.

China voiced its “strong dissatisfaction” over this move

and demanded Washington to “immediately stop its

provocative actions”. [South China Morning Post]

 

China: Advancing military capabilities

(dql) The US Defense Intelligence Agency’s report

“Challenges to Security in Space”, published on

Monday, warns against China (and Russia) as a

challenge to the US’ preeminent position in space, as

the country “continues to improve its counterspace

weapons capabilities and has enacted military reforms

to better integrate cyberspace, space, and EW

(electronic warfare) into joint military operations.”

[Defense Intelligence Agency]
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Meanwhile, Chinese state tabloid Global Times reports

that China is planning to develop a sixth-generation

fighter jet by 2035 with new features including the

ability to command drones, artificial intelligence and

even higher stealth capability as well as new

technologies covering laser, adaptive engines,

hypersonic weapons and swarm warfare. [Global

Times]

 

China-Japan relations: Tokyo protests

against Beijing gas drilling activity in

disputed East China Sea area

(dql) Japan lodged a protest with China after detecting

what appears to be a fresh test drilling for natural gas

in a contested area of the East China Sea, in which

both countries have been locked in a dispute over the

ownership of the Senkaku Islands, known as Diaoyu in

China, which are administered by Japan but also

claimed by China. [Mainichi]

 

Japan-South Korea relations: Continued

tensions over comfort women and forced

labor

(dql) Adding fuel to ongoing tensions between Tokyo

and Seoul over South Korean comfort women during

Japan’s occupation of South Korea, Moon Hee-sang,

South Korea's National Assembly Speaker, called upon

Japanese Emperor Akihito, "as the son of the main

culprit of war crimes", to apologize to those women

before stepping down in April.

Tokyo lodged a complaint with South Korea,

demanding an apology and the retraction of the

Moon’s remark. [Channel News Asia]

Meanwhile, Seoul did not respond to Tokyo’s demand

to answer by 8 February its call to hold government

consultations on the issue of former South Korean

laborers forced to work for Japanese factories during

World War II. Both countries have been locked in this

dispute after South Korea’s Supreme Court in October

last year ruled that Nippon Steel & Sumitomo Metal

Corp. must compensate four former forced laborers.

After the company refused to comply with the ruling a

South Korean district court in January ordered the

seizure of assets of the company in South Korea.

[Mainichi]
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The Japanese government is now considering resorting

to international arbitration to settle to dispute, with an

arbitration panel comprising one official from each of

Japan, South Korea and a third country, or three

members picked by three third countries. However,

Tokyo needs Seoul’s cooperation as the panel cannot

be established if Seoul fails to appoint its

representative or refuses to choose a third country.

[Nikkei Asian Review]

 

U.S. consider ending preferential tariffs

for India

(ls) The U.S. government considers withdrawing a trade

concession for India, under which the country enjoys

zero tariffs on $5.6 billion of exports to the United

States. A withdrawal of the Generalised System of

Preferences (GSP) from India would be the strongest

punitive action against India since President Donald

Trump took office in 2017 vowing to reduce the U.S.

deficit with large economies. The development follows

new Indian legislation which makes it more difficult for

foreign companies to conduct online business as well

as credit card services. Though India and the United

States maintain close political and security ties, India

has also nurtured relations with Iran and Russia and

tries to balance interests with China. [Reuters]

 

India to benefit from prolonged US-China

trade war: UN report 

(zf) In a recently released report, the UN has laid out

the broad implications of an ongoing U.S.-China trade

war. Although the report cited EU countries as the

biggest potential winners (an estimated USD 70 billion

increase in exports across the bloc), India tallied one of

the highest potential export percentage increases in

the Asia-Pacific region (3.5%). While a prolonged trade

war between the two countries might be seen as a

boon for certain peripheral export industries, the

report cautioned that the potential for broad economic

instability will continue to increase as time passes.

For example, if an agreement between the U.S. and

China can’t be reached by March 1st, tariffs between

the two countries are set to increase from 10% to 25%.

In such a scenario, UN analysts expressed concern that

heightened economic uncertainty and further tensions

could spark a currency war and seriously disrupt the

global economy. As such, despite the possibility of

substantial rewards for some, the long-term outlook
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concerning a lengthy trade dispute remains

questionable. [The Economic Times] [Reuters]

 

Multinational navy exercise AMAN-19

hosted by Pakistan

(ls) Last Friday, the Multinational Maritime Exercise

“AMAN-19” commenced near the southern port city of

Karachi. AMAN-19 is conducted biennially by the

Pakistan Navy. In this year’s 6th exercise, 45 nations

are participating through ships, aircraft, special

operating forces and observers. One of the key events

is the 'International Maritime Conference'. [The News]

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said that the

exercise aimed at boosting the joint operational

capabilities of the participating countries’ naval forces

for peace and stability in the region, adding that the

role and contribution of Pakistan Navy was as a

forerunner in the quest for collaborative security in

this region. [Tribune]

Among the 45 participating nations are the United

States, China, the U.K. and Japan. However, Pakistan

has never invited neighboring India since hosting the

exercise for the first time in 2007. [Washington Post]

 

Angelina Jolie visits refugee camps at

Bangladesh-Myanmar border

(cc) The American actress and UNHCR special envoy

Angelina Jolie visited Rohingya refugees’ camps in

Bangladesh. The visit took place as the UN agency is

about to launch a new funding appeal for $920 million

to support the refugees. Speaking at the world’s largest

refugee camps, Kutapalong camp, Angelina Jolie said

the way Rohingya have been treated “shames us all,”

adding that “[w]hat is most tragic about this situation is

that we cannot say we had no warning.” [Reuters]

On the same day, Bob Rae, Canadian prime minister's

special envoy to Myanmar, called for a transition plan

for the Rohingyas. He highlighted the urgent need for

education and jobs opportunities to prevent refugees

to turn to crimes and radicalisation as for now they are

not allowed to legally work outside the camps.

However, for State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar

Alam providing education could act as a pull factor.

[The Daily Star]

 

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nurkrty-l-ik/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nurkrty-l-iu/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nurkrty-l-dl/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nurkrty-l-dr/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nurkrty-l-dy/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nurkrty-l-dj/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-nurkrty-l-dt/


Philippines: China responds with military

to Philippine construction work in the

Spratly Islands

(jk) In the South China Sea and within the Philippines’

exclusive economic zone, the Philippines is trying to

repair its runway on Thitu island and expanding the

island by 8 acres. In response, according to an analysis

by the Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative [AMTI],

China has sent as many as 95 vessels to try and

obstruct the work. Among these were People’s

Liberation Army-Navy (PLAN) and China Coast Guard

(CCG) ships, as well as fishing vessels which the PRC

commonly uses as part of its “maritime militia”. Giving

away the conclusion that the fishing vessels are part of

a broader strategy, rather than “just” fishing, is for

example the fact that no fishing gear seems to be

deployed.

Despite the pressure to stop the construction work,

the Philippine government has said it would continue

the work and remain undeterred by the Chinese

action. [RFA] In related news, the opening of a new US-

Philippine training facility was announced this week.

The maritime training facility is aimed at strengthening

the Philippines’ capacity to patrol its waters. [ABS-CBN]

 

Vietnamese-Russian joint venture begins

crude oil production in the South China

Sea

(jk) As Vietnam plans to explore more oil from within

its exclusive economic zone in the South China Sea, it

has begun a joint exploration project with Russia in an

oil field off its southern coast. Whilst China keeps

asserting its claim to a large part of the South China

Sea, this particular oil field does not lie within the 9-

dash line and therefore, China’s claim. [Nikkei]

Vietsovpetro, the Vietnam-Russia joint venture that

explores the oil field in question, accounts for a third

of the crude oil extracted in Vietnam.

 

Singapore repeats calls for Malaysia to

withdraw its vessels in maritime dispute

(jk) Singapore has gain called on Malaysia to withdraw

its vessels in a dispute over maritime boundaries and

air space between Singapore and Malaysia that started

after Kuala Lumpur, in October last year, unilaterally
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Good Governance - CPG

extended the Johor Baru port limits into Singapore’s

territorial waters off Tuas. The repeated calls came

after a minor incident last week, in which one of the

Malaysian vessels collided with another ship whilst it

was anchored. The crew of the other ship, a Greek

vessel, was taken into custody. Singapore’s foreign

ministry maintains the collision is testimony to the

dangers posed by Malaysia’s unilateral deployment of

its vessel. [Straits Times]

 

Background Reading

 

 

Laos: Rapid economic growth 

(dql) Laos is one of the fastest growing economies in

Southeast Asia with an economy and trade that has

grown in average by 7.5 per cent and 17 per cent per

year respectively since 2000. Buavanh Vilavong informs

about the macroeconomic and structural challenges

lying ahead. [East Asia Forum]

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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