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Law and Politics in
East Asia

China: Police embedded in grass-roots
Communist Party cells

(dqgl) In a move reflecting efforts to tighten control of
residents in Beijing, grass-roots Communist Party cells
throughout the city are being staffed with police
officers at top positions. In southeastern Beijing
Tongzhou district alone, close to 240 police officers
had been appointed deputy party chiefs of outlying
villages and urban communities.

Based on a pilot program of the policy back in 2012,
the city authorities plan to have in every village and
residential community in the capital a community
police officer doubling as its deputy party chief by July
this year. [South China Morning Post]

China: Surveillance firm tracking millions
in Xinjiang, says researcher

(dgl) According to a Dutch internet expert, a leaked
online database of SenseNets Technology Ltd., a
Shenzhen-based company offering face recognition,
crowd analysis, and personal verification, reveals that
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the company is tracking the movements of more than
2.5 million people in the Xinjiang region.

The online database contains personal information
including names, ID card numbers, sex, nationality,
address, employer, as well as passphoto and as about
6.7 million location data points linked to the people of
the last 24 hours. [Reuters]

Xinjiang, which borders central Asia in China's far west,
has been subject to massive security measures in
recent years as part of what Chinese government says
has been a successful program to counter extremist
and separatist movements. China is accused of holding
more than 1 million Uighurs, Kazakhs and other
Muslim minorities detained in internment camps in
Xinjiang. [AIR 1/2/2019]

Japan: Backlash against Abe’s statement
on non-cooperative of local governments

(dqgl) Prime Minister Abe’s statement on
noncooperation by local governments in recruiting
Self-Defense Forces (SDF) personnel made in his
speech delivered at the annual convention of his
Liberal Democratic Party on Sunday a week ago, has
caused a backlash from the opposition parties and
media as well as from members of the coalition
partner Komeito.

In his speech he claimed that “more than 60 percent”
of the 1,741 local governments across the country
“have refused to cooperate in recruiting” new young
members for the country’s Self-Defense Forces. Japan’s
Defense Ministry every year urges local governments
to submit a list of the names and addresses of all local
residents aged 18 or 22 based on which invitations to
join the SDF are sent to the individuals.

Critics of Abe’s ‘non-cooperation’-statement argue that
the number the Prime Minister cites is inaccurate as he
only counted those 632 local government which
provided the information to the Defense Ministry and
but failed to add 931 local municipalities which gave
permission to the Defense Ministry to browse their
resident registration databases. [Japan] [Nippon.com]

The backlash against his statement will make it even
harder than is has already before for Abe to push for a
quick constitutional revision and the formalization of
the SDF's legal status therein.
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Japan: New concession in faulty labor
data survey scandal

(dgl) Amid an ongoing investigation into faulty job data
used by Japan's labor ministry over a period of more
than a decade since 2004 causing underpayment of
more than 20 million people [AIR 5/1/2019], Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga last week conceded
that he was informed by a senior ministry official in
March 2015 of a change to the method for the
ministry’s monthly labor survey, fueling opposition
parties’ accusations that Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's
administration intentionally tampered data to underlay
success of Abenomics.

The ministry adjusted data - without disclosing the
adjustments - for the survey from January 2018,
resulting in year-on-year changes in nominal wages
appearing rosier than they actually were. [Japan Times]

South Korea: Lawmaker expelled from
party for controversial remarks on
Gwangju uprising

(dqgl) South Korean's main opposition Liberty Korea
Party announced its decision to expel lawmaker Lee
Jong-myeong from the party over his controversial
remarks on the 1980 Gwangju uprising [AIR 2/2/2019]
while deferring two similar cases implicating
lawmakers Kim Jin-tae and Kim Soon-rye, in a move to
keep their candidacies for the party's leadership
election scheduled for late February.

The lawmakers have been accused of disparaging the
democratic uprising, with one of them claiming that it
was a riot hijacked by people with political purposes.

[Korea Times]

Taiwan: Tsai Ing-wen to run for re-election

(dql) President Tsai Ing-wen announced in an interview
with CNN that she will run for re-election as the
island's leader in 2020. Tsai has come under pressure
and even faced demands of party members not to run
for re-election, after her party, the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party, suffered a major defeat in the
November local elections as a consequence of which
she had to step down as party leader. [CNN]
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Law and Politics in
South Asia

Controversial Indian citizenship bill stalls
in upper house amid violent protests

(zf) In India’s northeast, controversy surrounding a
proposed amendment to its citizenship law has given
way to violent protests and prompted concerns of
potentially dangerous human rights violations. The bill,
officially known as the Citizenship Amendment Bill, was
introduced by the ruling BJP party in 2016 after
campaigning on extending protections to its Hindu
diaspora in neighboring countries during the most
recent general election. The strong pushback over the
amendment and its subsequent postponement,
therefore, might signal a significant miscalculation on
the part of BJP leadership in the run up to this year's
parliamentary elections. [BBC] [Reuters]

India’s northeast is often considered to be a socio-
political tinderbox. Contributing factors to the
continued discontent rest on a confluence of factors
regarding its ethnic and cultural diversity,
administrative arrangements vis-a-vis Delhi, and the
decades-long fallout over Indian partition (i.e. the
creation of Bangladesh in 1971 and its corresponding
population movements) [Henrich Boll Stiftung] [The
Wire]. Debate over the proposed amendment has
acted as the most recent catalyst for regional unrest.

The current political situation in the region, likewise, is
quite polarized. In the 2014 general elections, large
swaths of the northeast region voted for BJP's main
rival, the Indian National Congress Party, while BJP
themselves maintained a majority in many of the
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region’'s northern administrative districts—a result
much more in line with the rest of central India. [Vox]
This is relevant to the recent unrest as it highlights a
heterodox voting pattern in the region and sheds some
light on a situation that, in practice, has played out as a
local rebuke to perceived BJP overreach. In a sign that
BJP leadership is taking the developments seriously
ahead of the upcoming parliamentary elections, party
chief Amat Shah met with local party leaders this week
to discuss strategy moving forward. [Hindustan Times]

Politics aside, there are concerns that the situation
could devolve into a serious human rights issue. The
National Register of Citizens (NRC), an official
administrative organization that aims to document the
legal status of persons in Assam state, for instance, has
stated that anybody unable to prove continued
residency in India before 24 March 1971, (the day of
Bangladesh's independence) will not be allowed to
remain in the country. While 32 million people have
submitted evidence to the NRC for official
documentation, 4 million have been left out of
approved lists thus far. If punitive measures are taken
to relocate said persons, it isn't unreasonable to
envision human rights concerns becoming a critical
issue. [BBC 2]

Maldives: Theft and Corruption charges
against former President and Finance
Minister

(jk) As previously reported [AiR], the Maldives - looking
more and more to resemble recent events in Malaysia-
have begun looking closely at the what exactly the
deals were that were made between the People’s
Republic of China and the previous administration
under President Yameen. Last week it was announced
that charges will be brought against the former
president. He was charged with corruption and money-
laundering, with a potential sentence of 15 years in
prison. [Al Jazeera] Days later, former justice minister
and close aide to Yameen, Azima Shakoor, was also
charged for allegedly embezzling millions of dollars.
[Times of India]

Bangladesh: Over 100 drug dealers
surrender amid drug on war

(cc) On Saturday, over 100 drug dealers surrendered to
the authorities in Cox’s Bazar to seek clemency as part
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of the war on drugs that led to the death of almost 300
and the arrest of approximately 25,000 people since
May. Those who surrendered will not receive a general
amnesty, but police say it will advocate for lesser
sentences in their legal cases. Since October, dealing
drugs is an offence punishable by death. Many
observers noted similarity between Philippines’ war on
drugs and what is happening in Bangladesh. A human
rights activist told [Al Jazeera] that PM Hasina's
government is trying to create a public spectacle of its
war on drugs, much like Duterte is in the Philippine.
[Times of India]

Bangladesh: Senior leader of Jamaat-e-
Islami resigned

(cc) Abdur Razzaq, a leader and assistant general
secretary of Jamaat-e-Islami, the largest religious
political party in Bangladesh resigned over the failure
of his party to apologize for its role in supporting
Pakistani military in the independence war in 1971. He
said he has been trying to reform the party “from
within” and that he “was for structural reform, and full
and effective participation of women”. For him "[t]he
Jamaat's leadership's unwillingness to take
responsibility for its role in 1971 during the war of
liberation has stymied its ability to appeal to the
people of Bangladesh. It is an understatement to say
that the apology was long overdue". While the first
Government of Bangladesh in 1972 banned Jamaat-e-
Islami and other religious parties because of their role
in the war, the Constitution was amended in 1979 to
allow the party. Razzaq was a defense counsel for
Jamaat leaders at the International Crimes Tribunal
established by the Awami League government in 2010.
Razzaq reportedly said to Al Jazeera that he is now of
the opinion that the party should be dissolved.
[Bdnews24] [Al Jazeera]

Nepal’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission’s mandate extended -
despite disappointing results thus far

(jk) Earlier this month, the Nepalese Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s as well as the Commission
of Investigation on Enforced Disappeared Persons'’
mandate was supposed to expire. [Himalayan Times]
The commissions have disappointed expectations after
they failed to investigate and complete a single of the
more than ten thousand cases filed by victims of



https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-s/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-g/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-w/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-yd/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-yh/

human rights violations committed during the Maoist
conflict that lasted from 1996-2006. The commissions
had been in operation for four years but have inspired
little confidence in their progress. When their mandate
was supposed to expire however, amid some pressure
by INGOs and other governments on Nepal, the
government extended the mandate and gave the
commissions the ability to continue their work. While
victims and Human Rights Defenders welcome the
decision to give the commission a longer life overall,
there is little hope that the state-led process will
deliver satisfactory results over the next year. [The
Interpreter]

Law and Politics in
Southeast Asia

EU announces to monitor Cambodia,
reserves suspension of trade benefits

(Is) The European Union announced that it would begin
a process of intensive monitoring to decide whether to
suspend duty-free preferences under the "Everything
But Arms" (EBA) deal for Cambodia, which is
particularly beneficial for the local garment industry
that employs more than 700,000 workers. The
announcement came after repeated warnings from
Brussels and in response to elections in Cambodia last
year held without the opposition after the Supreme
Court dissolved the party in the run-up to the vote.
[Straits Times]

Though the EU is still at least a year away from making
a decision, Cambodian Premier Hun Sen warned
against interference in the country's affairs. He said
that Cambodia will not bow to international pressure
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calling for internal reform adding, “the EBA will be
gone, it is just [a case of] sooner or later. (...) If you do
not withdraw, | become stronger; if you withdraw, | will
not die.” [Phnom Penh Post 1]

Meanwhile, Cambodia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation called on the US Embassy in
Phnom Penh to respect the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations after it called former opposition
leader Kem Sokha “an innocent man”. [Phnom Penh
Post 2]

Indonesia: Second presidential debate

(cc) Indonesian president Joko Widodo and his
challenger for the upcoming elections Prabowo
Subianto faced each other in a second televised live
debate on Sunday. Contrary to the first debate, the
candidates were not accompanied by their running
mates and the election commission did not provide
questions in advance. The two candidates expressed
opposing views on infrastructure, energy, agriculture,
food, and environment. Opinion polls still place
Widodo and his running mate Maruf ahead. Three
more debates are scheduled before the elections and
more than 10% of the registered voters are still
reported to be undecided. [Straits Times] [ABC News]

Laos: State workers go without pay as
government struggles to keep up revenue
demands

(zf) In violation of a recent government mandate that
stipulates the payment of state workers by the 25th of
each month, some have yet to receive a salary this
year. The lack of payments have hurt families across
the country, with some forced to take up high-interest
loans to bridge the gap between checks. The
government claims that several factors are to blame
for the delay, including a slow end-of-year accounting
process for last year's budget and, in some cases, a
direct lack of funds, especially in peripheral rural
provinces. Budget shortfalls effecting workers,
however, aren't a new phenomenon in the country. In
fact, it was the likely catalyst for Prime Minister
Sisoulith’s December directive to mandate the timely
payment of state workers. However, as the stipulation
fails to ensure any reliable enforcement mechanism, it
is unlikely to be effective in the absence of substantial
increases in fiscal reliability. [Radio Free Asia]
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Myanmar: Two sentenced to death
penalty for murder of advisor to Aung San
Suu Kyi

(cc) AlImost exactly two years ago, Ko Ni, an eminent
Muslim lawyer and advisor to the LND government,
was shot dead at Yangon international airport. In an
awaited decision on Friday, a panel of judges convicted
two men, one of them a former military officer, and
sentenced them to death. Another former military
officer was sentenced to five years of imprisonment for
assisting in the destruction of evidence and another
person to three years for assistance. While no
execution has been carried out since 1998, over 60
people have been sentenced to death since the LND
came into power in 2016. [Reuters] [Aljazeera]

Myanmar police uses fired rubber bullets
against Karenni protesters

(cc) Human Rights Watch urged Myanmar authorities
to investigate the use of force by police against
protesters in Karenni State. For a few weeks, local
residents have been protesting against the installation
of a statue of General Aung San, father of the State
Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi and hero of Myanmar's
independence. On Tuesday Feb 12, thousands of
people led by the Karenni State Youth Force gathered
in Loikaw. The police used rubber bullets and water
cannons to disperse those trying to break through a
police cordon, injuring over 20 people. On the same
day, an agreement was reached between protesters
and the local government in which both sides agreed
to stop the protests for a month to engage in talks. In
turn, the charges under section 505 (b) and (c) of the
Penal Code for defamation of the state, and under
sections 19 and 20 of the Peaceful Assembly and
Procession Law of 55 activists were dropped. [The
Irrawaddy] [HRW] [Reuters]

Philippines jails award-winning journalist,
sparks backlash from academics and
press freedom advocates

(zf/Is) Maria Ressa, the award-winning journalist and
founder of the Filipino news outlet Rappler, was
arrested this week on charges of libel and defamation.
Critics claim that Ms. Ressa’s latest arrest serves as a
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clear attempt to silence and intimidate the
independent press. Although official statements claim
the arrest was in response to an investigation into the
veracity of news claims dating back some seven years,
Rappler's hard-hitting journalism and outspoken
critiques of President Rodrigo Duterte have given
pause to international press freedom advocates. In
response to the arrest, ASEAN Parliamentarians For
Human Rights (APHR) have called to drop the charges
against Ressa. She has since been released on bail.
[VOA] [NPR] [The Guardian]

Moreover, the Court of Tax Appeals declared valid the
tax evasion charges filed by the Department of Justice
against Rappler and Ressa, according to a Feb. 7 ruling
released on Feb. 15. [Bloomberg]

Philippines: Duterte boosts central bank’s
power

(zf) President Duterte signed a new law this week that
gives the Filipino central bank new powers to combat
inflation and increase capital in times of financial
turbulence. In a statement, the bank praised the new
developments and claimed it will better allow them to
fulfill their mandate to maintain financial stability in
the country. The move comes in the wake of near-
decade high inflation levels toward the end of the last
year, which prompted an interruption in planned
interest rate hikes. [Reuters]

Will the Philippines be renamed into
“Maharlika”?

(Is) President Rodrigo Duterte's office said the
Philippines’ Congress might enact a law to change the
name of the Philippines to the Republic of Maharlika.
Duterte said before that he agreed with the same
proposal made by the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos.
According to Duterte’s remarks, Maharlika is a Malay
word, and “we are Malays". It can be translated as
referring to serenity and peace. [Manila Times]

Thailand: Constitutional Court considers
party dissolution

(Is) The Constitutional Court of Thailand has accepted
to hearing the Election Commission’s request for the
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dissolution of the Thai Raksa Chart Party (TRC) for
nominating a royal princess as its candidate for prime
minister. The Election Commission proposed the
dissolution because it found the party had threatened
the tradition of the constitutional monarchy by such
nomination. [Bangkok Post]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

China’s space ambitions: Plans for solar
power station in space revealed

(dqgl) Signaling China’s ambitions in space, Chinese
scientists revealed plans to build the first solar power
station in space, The Sydney Morning Herald reports,
citing the China'’s Science and Technology Daily. Such a
full-scale power plant in space would far exceed the
capabilities of one on Earth as it could tap the energy
of the sun's rays without interference from the
atmosphere, or being affected by the day/night cycle.

Small to medium-sized solar power stations are
expected to be launched into the stratosphere to
generate electricity between 2021 and 2025, followed
by a megawatt-level space solar power station,
scheduled for construction in 2030, and a gigawatt-
level facility before 2050. [The Sydney Morning Herald]

China-USA dispute over Huawei unabated
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(dqgl) The row between Washington and Beijing over
technology giant Huawei continues unabated.
Speaking at the Munich Security Conference at the
weekend, US Vice-President Mike Pence and Chinese
State Councillor Yang Jiechi reiterated their conflicting
positions. While Pence called on leaders at the
conference to blacklist Huawei, warning against
“threats posed by Huawei and other Chinese telecom
companies, as Chinese law requires them to provide
Beijing's vast security apparatus with access to any
data that touches their network or equipment”
[Whitehouse.gov], Yang demanded all countries to
“refrain from technological hegemony” and to “narrow
digital divide to deliver the benefits of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution to people of all countries”.
[Xinhua] [China, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in Chinese]
Yang's words were echoed and reinforced by the
Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesman who on Monday
denounced Washington’s interference in economic
activities with “political means”, calling it “hypocritical,
immoral and unfair bullying” [South China Morning
Post]

China rejects accusations of cyber attack
on Australia’s parliament

(dql) After Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison's
statement that a “sophisticated state actor was behind
the cyber attack” earlier this month in which cyber
operations directed against the Liberal Party, the Labor
Party and the National Party led to a breach of the
computing network of the federal parliament, China
sternly rejected allegations in Australian media that

it was responsible for the attack and warned against
“irresponsible” and “baseless” speculation which

would increase tensions. [The Guardian]

Japan-Russia relations: Bleak outlook for
peace treaty

(dql) Peace treaty talks between Japan and Russia
remain difficult. In the latest of these talks, Japanese
Foreign Minister Taro Kono and his Russian
counterpart Sergei Lavrov failed to find common
ground in the dispute between both countries over
disputed islands, known as Northern Territories in
Japan and as Kuril Islands in Russia, at their meeting
during the Munich Security Conference. While Lavrov
reiterated Russia’s position that the four islands came
under Russian control legitimately, Kono insisted that
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the Northern Territories are Japan's inherent territories
illegally occupied by Russia. [Mainichi]

Japan: Infrastructure push into Southeast
Asia

(dgl) In @ move to counter China’'s growing influence
and investments in Southeast Asia, Japan is launching a
plan aimed at making the country a bigger
development player in the region. Cambodia and The
Philippines are to be first nations with which bilateral
talks under this plan will be held on urban
development advancement with focuses on the
environment and so-called smart city infrastructure. In
the talks the recipient countries would identify
underdeveloped areas in need of technical assistance
from Japan which then would provide technical
seminars and business matching opportunities for
local and Japanese firms. [Nikkei Asian Review]

South Korea-USA relations: Deal on
sharing costs of stationing US troops in
South Korea signed

(dgl) On Sunday, 10 February, the agreement between
South Korea and the USA on sharing the costs for
stationing 28.500 US troops in South Korea was signed,
after 10 rounds of discussions since March 2018.
Under the one-year agreement Seoul will contribute
925 million USD. [Korea Herald]

Contradicting the numbers of the agreement,
President Trump only a few days later claimed that,
after “a couple of phone calls”, he was able to make the
South Korean government agree to pay 500 million
USD more. [New York Times]

Later, South Korea's presidential office dismissed the
possibility of an imminent increase in the country's
share. [Hankyoreh]

South Korea-United Arab Emirates
relations: Deepening military cooperation

(dgl) South Korea’'s Defense Ministry confirmed on
Sunday that Defense Minister Jeong Kyeong-doo and
his counterpart Mohammed Ahmed Al-Bowardi held
talks in Abu Dhabi to discuss ways to strengthen
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military ties and agreed to increase military personnel
exchanges and to deepen cooperation in various areas
including military training and responses to cyber
threats. They also agreed to promote defense industry
cooperation between the two countries. [Yonhap]

India quick to blame Pakistan after deadly
terrorist attack in Kashmir, promises
strong response

(zf/jk) Over 40 Indian security personnel were killed last
week after a brutal terrorist attack in Indian-controlled
Kashmir. Local officials said that the Pakistani-based
Islamist group Jaish-e-Muhammad drove a van full of
explosives into a convoy, constituting the worst
terrorist attack in the region in over 30 years. Indian
security forces have since claimed to have executed
the alleged mastermind behind the attack. [LiveMint]
Nevertheless, the latest attack is sure to inflame
tensions in what has already been a long and violent
conflict over Kashmiri administration rights between
India and Pakistan. In a statement, Prime Minister
Modi wasted no time in laying blame for the attack on
Pakistan, going as far to suggest that it may have been
orchestrated by the government itself. In response,
Pakistan denies all official involvement and claims
rouge actors are to blame. [New York Times] [NPR]

Sending a strong political signal, together with calls on
allies to take economic and diplomatic steps against
Pakistan, India has revoked the “Most Favoured
Nation” status for Pakistan after the attack. This
effectively imposes a 200% import duty on Pakistani
exports to India, but is also a highly symbolic move.
[Dawn; The Wire 1, The Wire 2] The arrangement that
grants Pakistan access to the Indian market had been
in place since 1996.

Since his ruling BJP party took over the government in
2014, Prime Minister Modi has sought to enact
hardline security policies in the region. As such,
Kashmir has remained one of the most militarized
corners of the world, with over 250,000 Indian armed
forces stationed there. International politics also looms
large over the situation, and the diplomatic fallout over
the decades-long conflict remains an issue: as the U.S.
has continued to strengthen its ties with India over the
past several years, Pakistan has tended to lean
towards China. As an illustration of persisting tensions,
multiple U.S.-Indian efforts to put the leader of Jaish-e-
Muhammad on an official U.N. terrorist blacklist have
been blocked by China in the Security Council in recent
years. In response to this week's attack, a U.S.
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spokesperson claimed that the development “only
strengthens our resolve to bolster counterterrorism
cooperation and coordination between the U.S. and
India.” [New York Times 2]

Saudi Crown Prince arrives in Pakistan
and agrees to deals worth US$ 20bn

(jk) China, the United Arab Emirates as well as Saudi
Arabia have in recent months helped keep Pakistan's
economy afloat while Pakistan stares down a severe
balance of payment crisis and is trying to negotiate a
bailout with the International Monetary Fund. During a
much celebrated state visit, the Saudi Crown Prince
has met PM Khan and agreed to investments of
around $US 20bn [Al Jazeera]. In return, it is expected
that Pakistan might increase its military support to

Saudi Arabia. It already trains Saudi forces and
cooperates closely on anti-terrorism with the Kingdom.
Ayear ago, Pakistan agreed to send more troops to
Saudi Arabia when the Army Chief met the Crown
Prince in Riyadh. [Asia Times] Before returning home,
the Crown Prince will also visit India and China.

Just hours before the visit, at least nine people were
killed and several more injured after a suicide attack
on a Pakistan Army convoy near Balochistan and on
the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) route.
According to reports, a Bloch freedom organization
(Baloch Raji Ajoi Sangar) has claimed responsibility for
the attack. [NewsX]

For an overview and more detailed report on
Pakistan's foreign policy towards Saudi-Arabia and
especially with regards to the delicate balancing act of
dealing with both Saudi-Arabia and Iran, see this useful
report published by the [United States Institute of
Peace].

Cobra Gold kicks off; Thai military
spending increased over recent years

(Is) Last weekend, the annual Cobra Gold joint military
exercise started in Chonburi, Thailand. Now in its 38th
year, it is one of the largest military exercises in Asia,
bringing together thousands of forces from the United
States, Thailand and other countries including
Singapore, Japan, Indonesia and Malaysia, for eleven
days of training on Thai shores. [South China Morning
Post]



https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-dh/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-dk/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-du/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-hl/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-hr/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-hr/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-hy/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-bydyun-l-hy/

Defence spending in Thailand has grown over the last
decade. The National Legislative Assembly has
proposed US$7 billion for defence in the 2019 fiscal
year, which is a US$1 billion increase since the 2014
military coup. Among the investments have been
major purchases from China and the United States,
including submarines, tanks, jets, helicopters and
other military hardware. [Straits Times]

Next negotiation round for South China
Sea Code of Conduct scheduled

(Is) A new round of negotiations for the South China
Sea Code of Conduct (COC) between ASEAN nations
and China are to begin later this month, said
Singapore’s Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen at the
Munich Security Conference in Germany. Negotiations
on the COC began in March last year, following the
adoption in 2017 of the framework for the COC. China,
Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam have
overlapping claims in the disputed waters. [Straits
Times]

Saudi Crown Prince visits China, India,
Pakistan; cancels trips to Indonesia and
Malaysia

(Is) Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman has postponed trips to Indonesia and Malaysia.
No new dates have been set and no reasons given. He
is also scheduled to visit China, India and Pakistan as
part of an Asian tour where he is expected to sign a
slew of bilateral investment agreements. Saudi Arabia
is looking eastwards after a troubled year for its
relationships with the US and Europe as the alliances
were shaken by the murder of Washington Post
columnist Jamal Khashoggi by Saudi agents in Istanbul.
Pakistan expects a US$7 billion Saudi investment over
the next two years. [South China Morning Post]

Background Reading
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The world’s biggest elections

(jk) With general elections due to take place in India,
the country will embark on the world's biggest exercise
in democracy over the coming months. The lead-up
reveals some truly staggering numbers, such as an 875
million strong electorate and more than 10 million
election officials [CNN], as well as a lot of logistical
problems to be taken care of. For more background on
elections in India, there is a fantastic podcast episode
available by La Trobe University featuring Emeritus
Professor and India expert Robin Jeffrey. [Voting in the
World's Largest Democracy (India Rising #2)]
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