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China: European Parliament calls for
sanctions of the European Council against
Chinese human rights abusers

(dqgl) Last week, the European Parliament adopted a
resolution on the situation of religious and ethnic
minorities in China. The resolution expresses deep
concern over “a new low point” of freedom of religion
and conscience in China since the begin of the
country's opening up in the late 1970s. Referring to
Xinjiang, where “an extrajudicial detention programme
has been established, holding ‘from tens of thousands
to upwards of a million Uyghurs' who are being forced
to undergo political ‘re-education”, the resolution calls
on the European Council “to consider adopting
targeted sanctions against officials responsible for the
crackdown in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region.” [European Parliament]

Japan: Ruling LDP loses lower house by-
elections
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(dqgl) Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
suffered a major defeat in Sunday's lower house by-
elections in two prefectures which are seen as a litmus
test for the Upper House election in July. The losses
are the first defeat of the LDP in national by-elections
since Prime Minsiter and LDP chief Shinzo Abe took
office for the second time in 2012. [Mainichi]

Japan: Education ministry plans to reform
elementary school teaching system

(dqgl) As part of a reform of elementary education to
cope with changes in Japanese society, including a
declining birthrate and the growth of artificial
intelligence, Japan's education ministry has revealed its
plan to expand the partial subject-based teacher
assignment system, under which subjects are taught
by specialized teachers, for fifth- and six-grade classes
at elementary schools.

Under the country's current system, the basic
structure at elementary schools centers on the class-
based teacher system, in which a homeroom teacher
teaches every subject to their class. [Mainichi]

South Korea: Protest rally against Moon
administration

(dql) In the latest development of the ongoing friction
between the ruling Democratic Party (DP) and the main
opposition Liberty Korea Party (LKP) [AIR 3/4/2019], the
latter staged a rally, attended by 20,000 supporters,
last Saturday to protest against President Moon'’s
appointment of contested constitutional court judges
without parliamentary approval as well as his
economic and North Korea policies. [KBS]

In a speech during the rally, the LKP chief not only
demanded the removal of senior officials of the
presidential office over negligent personnel verification
in the frame of recent ministerial and constitutional
court nominees, but also accused the government of
failing to revive the country’'s economy and “following
the path of a left-wing dictatorship” in oppressing
individuals of former LKP administrations. With
regards to the government's North Korea policy

he called Moon a “top spokesman” for North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un "going around begging for
sanctions on North Korea to be lifted". [Asia News
Network]
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In another rally earlier last week, a group of loyalists of
imprisoned former President Park Geun-hye (LKP)
called for her release citing her deteriorating health.
The demand was rejected by the ruling and other
opposition parties. [Korea Times]

Taiwan: KMT eyes waiver of party
membership rules to pave way for the
country’s wealthiest man'’s presidential
bid

(dqgl) Widely expected, Foxconn billionaire chairman
Terry Gou last week confirmed that he will seek the
opposition Kuomintang's (KMT) nomination as the
party's candidate in the 2020 presidential election in
Taiwan. [South China Morning Post]

His announcement was welcomed by the party which
is now considering waiving the four-month party
membership as eligibility requirement to the primary
as Gou, who first became party member in 1970, had
not maintained his membership after 2000. [Focus
Taiwan]

Law and Politics in
South Asia

Sri Lanka: Suicide bomb attacks kill
hundreds in churches and hotels

(Is) Coordinated Easter Sunday suicide bombings at
churches and hotels in Sri Lanka cost the lives of 290
people. About 500 were wounded. Four bombs went


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-pjdjrtl-l-u/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-pjdjrtl-l-o/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-pjdjrtl-l-b/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-pjdjrtl-l-b/

off at about the same time, with two others coming
within 20 minutes. Overall eight explosions took place
in Colombo, Negombo and Batticaloa. A ninth
explosion went off on Monday. The government
blamed National Thowheeth Jama'ath, a domestic
radical Islamist group, for the attacks. [Reuters]

Ten days before the bombings, a high-ranking Sri
Lankan police official warned the security services that
this radical Islamist group was planning suicide attacks
against churches, citing foreign intelligence, but no
action was taken against the group. Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe said on Sunday that neither he
nor his cabinet ministers had been informed of the
warning. This might highlight the power struggle
between him and President Maithripala Sirisena, who
is also the defense minister. [New York Times 1]

The National Shoora Council, a group of 18 Muslim
organizations expressed condolences and said the
government must not “leave any stone unturned in its
efforts to apprehend the culprits whoever they may be
and to whatever part of the populace they may belong
to". High-ranking Muslim theologians met the
Archbishop of Colombo, Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith, and
demanded “maximum punishment”. [Straits Times]

Sri Lanka is predominantly Buddhist, with significant
Hindu, Muslim and Christian minorities. From 1983 to
2009, separatists from the Tamil ethnic group, which is
mostly Hindu, fought a civil war against the
government, dominated by the Sinhalese ethnic
majority, most of whom are Buddhist. The New York
Times has gathered information about the country’s
violent past. [New York Times 2]

Across South Asia, religious and ethnic identities have
hardened and divisions deepened in recent years.
Pakistan and Afghanistan continue to struggle with
extremism and terrorism. Buddhist-majority Myanmar
was the place of the persecution and expulsion of its
Muslim Rohingya minority. Violence in Kashmir has
flared up again, and the Indian election is being fought
on the basis of religion, security and identity.
[Bloomberg]

The attack is also likely a huge setback for the tourism
industry, an economic bright spot for the country’s
economy, which has struggled to regain growth
following the civil conflict that ended in 2009. Visitor
arrivals have increased more than five times since the
war ended. [South China Morning Post]
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India: Chief Justice criticized for handling
of sexual harassment allegations against
himself

(Is) The Chief Justice of India’s Supreme Court, Ranjan
Gogoi, denied allegations that he made unwanted
sexual advances toward a junior court assistant and
that she was subsequently victimized. Gogoi said the
events showed that India’s judiciary was under “serious
threat” and was being destabilized by a larger
conspiracy, referring to a “bigger force behind the
woman”.

The woman'’s affidavit sent to all 22 Supreme Court
judges included allegations that, after she refused the
sexual advances, the woman and her family were
victimized by a series of related actions by the
authorities, including the termination of her
employment, and the suspension of her husband and
his brother, who worked in the Delhi police force.
Another brother of her husband'’s had his Supreme
Court job terminated as well. [Reuters]

Meanwhile, a storm of public opinion is gathering
against the manner in which a Bench led by the Chief
Justice himself convened on April 20 and suo motu
heard a case. The Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA), a body of over 6,000 lawyers practicing in the
Supreme Court, said Saturday’s hearing was “in
violation of the procedure established by as well as the
principles of natural justice.” The SCBA urged that the
allegations had to be dealt with as per the procedure
established by law. [The Hindu]

The allegations come at a time when the Indian
Supreme Court handles several sensitive cases. This
week, the judges deal with a contempt of court case
against Rahul Gandhi, the leader of the Indian National
Congress, who stands accused of having attributed a
false ruling to the Court in the Rafale case over
irregularities in the procurement of French fighter jets
(see below under “International Relations”). Also this
week, the Court assesses whether the deletion of
citizens from the voting register in Assam - many of
whom belong to minority denominations - was
legitimate. [Verfassungsblog]

India: Election’s second phase kicked off
as vote-buying allegations emerge

(Is) Voters across southern India began voting last
week in the second phase of the general election. More
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than 155 million people are eligible to vote in this
phase, which covers 95 parliament constituencies in 12
states including parts of restive Jammu and Kashmir.
India’s parliament has 545 members. Votes will be
counted on May 23 and the results are expected the
same day. [Reuters]

But voters in the Vellore constituency in coastal Tamil
Nadu state will not be going to the polls as scheduled
after the Election Commission of India ruled there
were fears of a “systematic design to influence voters".
The ruling came after authorities seized more than 110
million rupees they believe was meant to influence the
outcome of the election. No fresh date has been
announced for polling in the constituency. [Straits
Times]

In a separate development, a star campaigner for
India’s Hindu ruling nationalist Bharatiya Janata party’s
(BJP) has been banned from the election trail for 72
hours over hate speech targeting Muslims. Moreover, a
cabinet minister, a high-profile candidate and a
regional leader from a party representing Dalits, the
“lowest” caste of Hindus, were also banned from
campaigning for breaching election-time rules against
making provocative comments about caste or religion.
[The Guardian]

A New York Times opinion piece explains the rise of
Rahul Gandhi, the 48-year-old president of the Indian
National Congress, the leading opposition party. The
piece argues that his resurgence has largely been
made possible by Mr. Modi’s five years in office, which
have been marked by economic incompetence,
aggressive majoritarianism and institutional decline.
[New York Times]

Bangladesh: Protests after the death of a
student for reporting sexual abuse

(cc) On Friday, April 19, people gathered in Dhaka
urging for justice after a 19 years-old student was
burnt to death for having reported sexual abuse
committed by her head teacher.

Nusrat Jahan Rafi reported sexual harassment by the
principal of her Madrasa in late March. A complaint to
which the police Chief answered it was “not a big deal”.
On April 6, the young woman was lured on the rooftop
of her school where classmates tied her hands and
feet and set her on fire. Rafi managed to come
downstairs and was rescued by an ambulance in which
she recorded her story on her brother’s phone before
dying few days later. Two men confessed their
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involvement in the killing. According to the police the
attacker did so on orders from the head teacher.

In a country where social stigma leads to a majority of
sexual violence being unreported, the case provoked
indignation, and funeral prayers in her honor were
attended by thousands in her home town. Prime
Minister Hasina reacted by promising that “none of the
culprits will be spared legal action”. [Al Jazeera]
[Washington Post] [Daily Star]

Bangladesh: 3% conviction rate in
cybercrime

(Is) According to data of Bangladesh’s Cyber Tribunal in
Dhaka, the conviction rates in cybercrime cases were
as low as 3%. Analyzing a number of verdicts in
cybercrime cases, it was found that the judge in many
verdicts said the accused were acquitted since the
prosecution could not prove charges beyond doubt in
these cases.

Legal experts said most of the accused are released
due to out of court settlements, lack of skilled lawyers,
and the inexperience of law enforcement in handling
cybercrime cases. At the same time, the number of
cybercrime cases is on the rise. The court received 925
cybercrime cases in 2018, and 130 cases in the first
two months of 2019. [Dhaka Tribune]

Nepal: New Maoist conflicts and a
slowdown in federalization

(Is) An Al Jazeera opinion piece warns of possible new
Maoist conflicts in Nepal. Using the 2015 earthquake's
unprecedented devastation experienced by the
population as an excuse, the author argues that the
dominant parties in parliament subdued all opposition
voices and “fast-tracked” a new constitution and two
years later held a controversial election. Having
ignored opposition protests and popular grievances for
years, the author sees Nepal's new leadership now
facing a major threat which is a new Maoist force, fed
by popular disillusionment and anger. [Al Jazeera]

An editorial in the Himalayan Times points to the
government's inability in passing important legislation.
Though several bills were passed by the winter session
of the Federal Parliament, it failed to enact many
umbrella laws that would have given federalism a
push. They include such bills as the Peace and Security
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Bill, Federal Civil Servant Bill, Nepal Police and Province
Bill and Provincial Public Service Commission Bill.

Article 156 of the constitution has given powers to the
provinces to form their own Judicial Service
Commission, allowing them to recruit employees up to
a certain level in the district and high courts under
their jurisdiction. The editorial argues, however, that
the ministry is unable to decide how much power to
give to the provinces on this issue, thus delaying the
drafting of the bill. [Himalayan Times]

In another development, Nepali authorities detained
the editor of a weekly online newspaper and initiated a
police investigation after he reported on alleged
fraudulent business practices in the provincial city of
Pokhara. Since the Oli government took office in
February 2018, at least six journalists have been
detained under the Electronic Transactions Act. At least
19 people are believed to have been arrested over six
months up through January for their activities on
“social networks.” [Human Rights Watch]

Law and Politics in
Southeast Asia

Indonesia’s polls unofficial results show
Widodo and his coalition in lead

(jk/cc) Following last week major elections, incumbent
President Joko Widodo has won 54.55 percent of the
votes, according to an unofficial “quick count”. This did
not stop his rival, Prabowo, to declare himself winner,
as he did after the last elections in 2014. For him, the
quick count announced is a lie and the real count
should be around 60% in his favour. On Wednesday,
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the former General declared “This is a victory for the
Indonesian people ... | will be and | am already the
president of all Indonesians." [Al Jazeera 1] [Reuters 1]

Preliminary assessments show that areas of largely
moderate Muslim communities and religious
minorities voted overwhelmingly for Jokowi, but more
conservative Muslim majority areas picked his rival, in
particular West Sumatra.

Concerning the legislative elections, according to the
quick count, the ruling coalition, which includes the
Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle won
approximately 54% of the votes casted while the
parties backing Prabowo won 36%. [Straits Times 1]
His Gerindra Party is expected to be the second-largest
party, with around 13%, replacing a member of the
ruling coalition, Golkar. Golkar struggled in particular
with corruption cases that implicated some of its
lawmakers.

The Election Commission said it could take up to 35
days before the official results are announced,
however. While turnout was declining in previous
elections, this time preliminary numbers show
approximately 81% of eligible voters have voted.
[Straits Times 2] The winning candidate will be sworn-
in as President in October.

Singapore: Finance Minister named as
Deputy PM

(jk) Singapore’s Finance Minister Heng Swee Keat has
moved closer to becoming the next Prime Minister
after PM Lee Hsien Loong named him as his new
deputy this week in a minor cabinet re-shuffle that will
take effect from next months. Heng will remain
Finance Minister, but will be replacing both current
deputy prime ministers Teo Chee Hean and Tharman
Shanmugaratnam who will remain in cabinet as senior
ministers. [Channel News] The promotion follows the
People’s Action Party's (PAP) decision last November to
make him First Assistant Secretary-General, who is
traditionally Singapore’s deputy leader.

Singapore : Reflections on Asia’s most
recent Anti-Fake News Bill

(jk) As reported previously, the “Protection from Online
Falsehoods and Manipulation Bill“ has been introduced
to parliament and is under discussion in Singapore.
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[AIR 2/4] CPG's Dr. Lasse Schuldt has taken a closer
look at the bill and shares his reflections on the law
which may have serious implications on freedom of
expression in Singapore and elsewhere.
[Verfassungsblog]

Thailand: New National Intelligence Act

(jk) Last week, a new National Intelligence Act was
published in the royal gazette and with that, has come
into effect in Thailand. It gives the National Intelligence
Agency (NIA) “the authority to order any government
agency or person to hand over information or
documents that affect national security within a
timeframe specified by the NIA Director.” Crucially, the
NIA can also obtain such documents by any means
necessary. [Prachatai] The vaguely formulated act gives
significant powers to the NIA and complements the
recently introduced cyber security bill [Straits Times]. It
will replace the 1985 National Intelligence law and
requires the establishment of a National Intelligence
Coordinating Centre (NICC) coordinating intelligence
work between national intelligence agencies.

Myanmar: Supreme court rejects Reuters’
reporters appeal

(jk) The long-awaited ruling on the appeal of the two
Reuters journalists’ jail sentence was set for Tuesday
this week. The pair was arrested in December 2017
while investigating the killing of Rohingya villagers and
were sentenced to seven years in jail for breaking the
Official Secrets Act in September 2018. This week, the
country’s supreme court rejected the final appeal of
the two reporters. [Reuters]

Myanmar: Over 9000 prisoners released
under Thingyan Amnesty

(cc) As usual in Myanmar, a number of prisoners are
freed as part of the Buddhist New Year celebrations.
This year the President pardoned 9353 inmates,
covering mostly convicts in jail on drug charges. Only
two appear to be political prisoners. The Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners had identified
around 130 prisoners who have been imprisoned for
political reasons. [Myanmar Times] [Reuters]
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International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

China: Show of force at navy’'s 70th
anniversary celebration

(dqgl) On Tuesday, China’s navy celebrated its 70th
anniversary with a large naval parade. In a show of
force, 39 aircraft and 32 ships were reportedly
displayed, including the Liaoning aircraft carrier and
the Nanchang, the first of a new generation of
indigenously built guided missile destroyers.

Amid tensions between China and many of its
neighbors over maritime disputes, 16 vessels from
Russia, Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei, India, Japan,
South Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietham took part in the event, while 61
countries sent naval officers to attend the celebration.
[Asia Times] [South China Morning Post]

China opposes US stop of sanction waiver
for buyers of Iranian oil

(dqgl) In an attempt to increase pressure on Tehran one
year after the USA left the Iran nuclear deal, US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced that the
USA will not renew exemptions granted last year to
buyers of Iranian oil, with the waiver of sanctions
ending on May 2. [CNN]
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China, the world’s No. 1 importer of Iranian oil, has
lodged representations against this move, criticizing
Washington for “operating outside its jurisdiction in
unilaterally imposing the sanctions.” [New York Times]

Affected countries include also India, South Korea,
Japan and Turkey, with the latter warning that
“unilateral sanctions and impositions on the issue of
how we will establish relations with our neighbors [...]
will not serve regional peace and stability.” [Al Arabiya]

China advances in rivaling US Global
Positioning System (GPS)

(dgl) With the launch of the 20th satellite of the BeiDou
Navigation Satellite System (BDS), China has taken
another step towards completing a global navigation
system aimed at challenging the dominance of the US-
run Global Positioning System (GPS) in the global
positioning market.

China plans to complete its launch of a total of 32
satellites by the end of 2020. While currently inferior to
the GPS in terms of accuracy, with the completed BDS,
China hopes to beat the US rival. [Geospatial World]
[Business Times]

Cross-Strait relations: Taiwan set to widen
crackdown on procurement of Chinese
technology

(dqgl) In a move further deepening already strained
Cross-Strait relations, Taiwan’s cabinet last week
released guidelines banning government agencies
from purchasing or using telecommunications
products and services considered to pose a national
threat including servers, webcams, drones, cloud
services, core network hardware, computer software,
and anti-virus software. The cabinet also announced
that it will soon provide a blacklist of producers,
developers, manufacturers and suppliers of such
services or equipment. [Focus Taiwan]

It is widely believed that the new rules target Chinese
products and services as the blacklist is expected to
include Alibaba Group Holding, Huawei Technologies,
Lenovo Group and Xiaomi. [Nikkei Asian Review]
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Japan: Softening tone on North Korea

(dgl) In its Diplomatic Bluebook 2019, Japan's Foreign
Ministry has softened its stance towards North Korea,
compared with last year's one. While stating that North
Korea has not taken any substantive steps to give up
its nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles this year's
annual foreign policy report dropped last year's
wording of “to maximize pressure on North Korea by
all available means”. Also different from the previous
year, the Bluebook 2019 refrained from describing
North Korea's weapons program as “grave and
imminent threat”. The less confrontational tone
signals Japan's readiness to make concessions major
powers engage with Pyongyang. [Channel News Asia]

Japan-Russia relations: Abe abandons
plan for early peace treaty with Moscow

(dqgl) According to a government source, Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe has given up his long-harbored plan to
reach a broad agreement on a Japan-Russia peace
treaty at his meeting with Russian President Vladimir
Putin at the sidelines of the G20 summit in Osaka in
June. Abe's abandonment reflects a persisting standoff
between the two countries in the territorial dispute
over four islands preventing progress in peace treaty
negotiations.

The deadlock between the two countries in this
question was already apparent during earlier talks
between Foreign Minister Taro Kono and his Russian
counterpart Sergei Lavrov in January and February
when the latter urged Japan to accept Russia's
sovereignty over the four islands and acknowledge
that those islands legitimately came under Russian
control as a consequence of World War Il, while Tokyo
insisted that the islands are "Japan's inherent
territories." [Mainichi] [Japan Times]

South Korea: Strengthening cooperation
with Central Asia

(dgl) On Sunday President Moon concluded his three-
nation tour in Central Asia which took him to
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan. It was his
first trip to this region since he took office in 2017,
aimed at promoting South Korea’s relationship with
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the three Central Asian countries under his New
Northern Policy. [Korea Herald]

While Moon agreed with Uzbek President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev to elevate the two countries' relationship to
a special strategic partnership and signed deals worth
12 billion USD, Seoul and Ashgabat signed over two
dozen agreements to boost bilateral cooperation in
various areas, including ICT, energy and education.
[Channel News Asia][Caspian News]

Maenwhile, South Korea and Kazakhstan pledged to
work to strengthen the countries’ economic ties by
developing new areas of cooperation, covering
customs, infrastructure, health and medical care,
tourism and small and medium-sized businesses. 20
agreements, including an extradition treaty, were
signed at the sidelines of the summit between Moon
and Kazakh President Tokayev. [AKI Press]

India suspends cross-border trade with
Pakistan in Kashmir

(Is) India has suspended trade across its disputed
Kashmir border with Pakistan, alleging that weapons
and drugs are being smuggled across the route. The
home ministry said trade would be suspended until a
stricter inspection mechanism is in place. The move
comes after India withdrew “Most Favoured Nation
Status” - covering trade links - from Pakistan a
February attack, which was claimed by the Pakistan-
based Jaish-e-Mohammed Islamist group. The suicide
attack in Kashmir killed 40 Indian paramilitaries and
brought the two countries to the brink of war with
cross-border air strikes. [Straits Times]

Ongoing confusion about corruption
allegations surrounding French-Indian jet
deal

(Is) India said a French media report linking a tax
exemption given to a French subsidiary of India’s
Reliance Group and an $8.7 billion fighter jet deal
between the two countries was “totally inaccurate.”
Also, France's ambassador to India said a global
settlement was reached and there was “no political
interference whatsoever”. India’s Congress Party has
accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi of corruption
in choosing Reliance Defence as a domestic partner in
the deal to buy 36 Rafale planes from France’s Dassault
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Aviation. India’'s Supreme Court will hear a request for
an investigation into the jet deal this week. [Reuters]

Indian-Viethamese military ties further
deepened in joint exercise

(Is) Military-to-military cooperation between India and
Vietnam continued last week with the conclusion of the
second bilateral naval exercise between the two
countries. The Indian Navy and the Vietnam People’s
Navy participated in bilateral drills off Cam Ranh Bay in
Vietnam between April 13 and April 16. The exercise
was undertaken as a part of India’s ongoing Overseas
Deployment of Eastern Fleet ships to South East Asian
countries. Under Prime Minister Modi and his “Act
East” policy, the bilateral ties between India and
Vietnam have deepened considerably. [The Diplomat]

Pakistan and Iran to form joint border
security force

(Is) On the occasion of Pakistani Prime Minister Imran
Khan's first official visit to Tehran, Pakistan and Iran
agreed to establish a joint border security force to fight
terrorist groups waging deadly attacks in both
countries, and vowed to continue joint efforts to help
bring peace to their conflict-ravaged neighbor
Afghanistan. Khan's visit comes after Pakistan asked
Iran to take action against terrorist groups believed to
be behind last week’s killing of 14 Pakistani soldiers.
Tehran, for its part, has repeatedly alleged in recent
years that anti-lran Sunni Muslim extremist group Jaish
al-Adl uses Pakistani soil for carrying out deadly raids
in southeastern Iranian Sistan-Baluchistan border
province. [VOA]

Previous to the meeting, Pakistan’s foreign office
issued a strongly worded letter to Tehran accusing Iran
of “inaction” against ethnic Baloch separatist groups
allegedly based in Iran. An alliance of those groups, the
Baloch Raaji Aajoi Sangar (BRAS), claimed responsibility
for last week'’s bus attack. [Al Jazeera]

Maldives: Parliament repeals law allowing
foreign land ownership in a move to
preserve sovereignty
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(Is) The Maldives has canceled a 2015 law that allowed
foreigners to own land. The government said the move
addressed concerns about potential loss of
sovereignty. In 2015, the parliament controlled by
supporters of former president Abdullah Yameen
changed the land ownership laws to allow the
government to sell land to foreigners ready to invest
over $1 billion, so long it was reclaimed from the sea.
The move by the pro-China Yameen provoked concern
that foreign powers could use such land for military
purposes. The Maldives now reverts to the old law
under which land can only be leased to foreigners for
99 years. [Reuters]

Malaysia: Government agrees to revive
China-backed Bandar Malaysia project

(jk) A week after Malaysia resumed the China-backed
East Coast Rail Link project (ECRL) after the Chinese
contractor agreed to cut the construction cost as
reported last week, the government has announced it
is also reviving a Kuala Lumpur property project which
was shelved two years ago. The Bandar Malaysia
project is also linked to China and was first developed
by former PM Najib Razak. Its development became
problematic as the land on which it was to be built was
linked to the 1TMDB state fund for which Najib now
faces criminal charges. The ECRL and Bandar Malaysia
will “be a significant contribution to the Belt and Road
Initiative which Malaysia expects to be able to tap on
and exploit its multiplier effects along the value chain,”
PM Mahathir said on Friday. [AP News]

With regards to the 1TMDB scandal and ongoing
investigations as to the implication of global
investment firm Goldman Sachs, compliance expert
Grant Newsham has little doubt the bank could have
done a lot better if a resolute and appropriate
compliance mechanisms had been in place. “The
1MDB imbroglio highlights a fundamental tension at
financial firms [...] The “front office” bankers want to do
deals - any deal at all - while the “back office” -
compliance or whichever unit vets customers and
deals - tries to keep the front office from doing
something unwise or illegal.” [AndMagazine]

Thailand to sign cooperation agreement
on Railway Connecting Line with China
and Laos; Myanmar sees protest against
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China-backed Myitsone mega-dam project

(jk) Later this week, at the second Belt and Road Forum
for International Cooperation (BRF) in Beijing, Thailand
is likely to sign a Memorandum of Cooperation on the
Nong Khai-Vientiane Railway Line with China and Laos.
The project will link Thailand, Laos and China and will
only be one of many infrastructure projects in SEA that
will be discussed. Chinese President Xi Jinping will likely
host close to 40 heads of state at the forum. [Bangkok
Post, Straits Times] Ahead of Aung San Suu Kyi's Beijing
trip, thousands of people in northern Myanmar
protested against the proposed reinstatement of a
Chinese-backed mega-dam project. Concerns evolve
around environmental damage and too little benefit to
the country overall considering the anticipated
negative impact of the dam. Myanmar singed a deal
with Beijing to construct the Myitsone dam in Kachin
state in 2009 but it has been put on hold after protests
against it and an environmental impact assessment
commissioned by the Myanmar government that
advised against the dam. [SCMP]

Indonesian MoD signs contract with South
Korea for three more submarines

(jk) The Indonesian Ministry of Defence has signed a
US$1 billion contract with South Korean shipbuilder
Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering (DSME)
for three diesel-electric submarines. The submarines
will be partially built in Indonesia with local
involvement as a part of a technology transfer
programme. [Defense Industry Daily] Indonesia’s first
locally assembled submarine, which was a result of the
same partnership, was launched just a few days
earlier. [Jane’s]

Agent Orange: US to clean up toxic
Vietnam War air base

(jk) The United States has launched a ten-year, US$ 138
million clean-up campaign at an air base in Vietnam
which it used to store the defoliant chemical Agent
Orange, outside Ho Chi Minh City. It is considered the
most contaminated area in the country. [BBC]
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Philippines: Soldiers killed by Communist
rebels

(jk) Communist rebels in the Philippines killed six
soldiers this week in the first major IED attack since the
50th anniversary of the guerrilla movement last month
during which it attacked a police station. The New
People's Army - the armed wing of the underground
Communist Party of the Philippines -claimed
responsibility for the attack. It planted an improvised
landmine which exploded and caused the casualties
among the soldiers. An ensuing fire-fight caused
injuries on both sides. [PhilStar

Background Reading

Rodolfo Severino, former ASEAN
secretary-general, passes away at 82

(jk) Philippine diplomat and former ASEAN secretary-
general Rodolfo Severino Jr. passed away last week. He
was the 10th secretary-general of ASEAN from 1998-

2002. [Straits Times

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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