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China: All silent in the country on 30th

anniversary of Tiananmen Square protest

crackdown

(dql) As people around the world have commemorated

or prepare to commemorate today’s 30th anniversary

of violent crackdown of the student-led protests at

Tiananmen Square on June 4, 1989 [CNN], all is silent

in China as the government in Beijing has intensified

censorship and control of information related to the

protests.

According to Chinese Human Rights Defenders, a

Washington DC-based non-government organization of

domestic and overseas Chinese human rights activists

and groups, more than a dozen people have been

arrested or have disappeared in the weeks and

months ahead of the anniversary. Among them is an

outspoken musician who has disappeared since

February and whose entire concert program, including

23 appearances in the Southwestern province Sichuan,

has been declared cancelled due to the singer’s

“improper conduct” by the province’s culture

department. Furthermore, the artist’s social media

accounts were taken down and his music was removed

from all of China’s major streaming sites.  [South China

Morning Post] [AiR 4/5/2019]
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Days ahead of the anniversary, popular video-sharing

and social media sites in China, such as Bilibili, AcFun

and Douban E Zu, have also suspended real-time

commenting sytsems and internet forums, claiming a

need for “system maintainance”. [Tech Crunch]

In a latest development, Twitter Inc last week issued a

public apology to users for suspending accounts, both

inside and outside China, critical of Chinese

government’s response to the June 4 protests.

[Reuters] Earlier in May, Wikimedia announced that

every language version of Wikipedia was blocked in

China, instead of just the Chinese-language version as

had been the case in the past. [AiR 3/5/2019]

Meanwhile, reflecting the government’s unyielding

stance on the crackdown China’s Defence Minister

justified in the interview on the sidelines of the

Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore at the weekend the

crackdown of the protests as a “correct” action against

“political turbulence” that “ensured stability” in the

country. [The Telegrapgh]

For an overview about those 21 students leaders of

June 4, 1989, most wanted by a circular of Beijing

Public Security Bureau in the immediate aftermath of

the crackdown, see [South China Morning Post 2].

 

Japan: Same-sex marriage bill submitted

(dql) Weeks after Taiwan in a historic first in Asia

legalized same-sex marriage [AiR 3/5/2109], major

opposition parties in Japan submitted a bill this week

calling for the legalization of gay marriage in the

world’s third-biggest economy. Analysts, however,

believe that the move will not be successful given that

the ruling Liberal Democratic Party so far has done

nothing to promote civil rights for LGBT people.

Furthermore, the bill would possibly face a

constitutional hurdle, as Japan’s constitution in Art. 24

defines marriage as “based only on the mutual consent

of both sexes and it shall be maintained through

mutual cooperation with the equal rights of husband

and wife as a basis.” [Bloomberg] 

 

Taiwan: Polling method at presidential

primary of ruling DPP decided

(dql) After a weeks-long internal dispute within the

ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) over a
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change of the polling process to select the presidential

candidate at the party’s primary [AiR 3/5/2019], the

DPP’s Central Executive Committee last week finally

reached a decision, according to which landline and

cell phone samples will each make up 50-percent in

the party’s presidential primary poll, scheduled for the

period between June 10-14. Earlier in March the DPP

had decided that only landline phone calls would be

used to count the nationwide poll for its presidential

primary. [Focus Taiwan]

William Lai, challenger of President Tsai Ing-wen, who

had been rejecting a change of the polling method,

expressed strong dissatisfaction with the decision,

saying that changing the rule in the middle of the

game has not only damage the primary, but also the

entire reputation of the party, alluding to foul play in

favor of President Tsai. [Taiwan News]

 

South Korea: Main opposition party steps

up pressure on intelligence chief over

meeting with President Moon’s confidant

(dql) After the revelation of a dinner between National

Intelligence Service (NIS) director Suh Hoon and  Yang

Jeong-cheol, who used to be President Moon’s senior

aide and now works as the director of a think-tank that

conducts research and advises on campaign strategy

for the ruling Democratic Party (DP) [AiR 4/5/2019], the

main opposition Liberty Korea Party (LKP) is set to gear

up political pressure after indicating that it is

considering to file a complaint against Suh with the

prosecution over suspected violation of the NIS law by

possibly sharing confidential information with Yang

and intervening in domestic politics. The NIS law

prohibits the agency’s head from being involved in any

political activities.

Suh and Yang, who both held key posts in Moon’s

presidential campaign in 2017, rejected the allegations,

maintaining the meeting was private. [Korea Times]

The controversy adds to the paralyzing of the South

Korean parliament in wake of the ongoing clash

between the ruling DP and the LKP over recent fast-

tracking of controversial political and judicial reform

bills, with the latter insisting that it would only return

to parliamentary work if the DP withdraws the fast-

track designation of those bills. The latest negotiations

between both sides on Sunday failed to yield an

agreement. [Korea Herald]
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Fast-tracked bills can automatically be put to a vote at

a plenary session even if relevant committees fail to

deliberate on or approve it within a given period of

time. Among the contentious bills are those calling for

electoral reform and establishing an independent

agency to investigate corruption among high-ranking

officials.

 

Mongolia: Protesters demand government

to step down

(dql) Thousands of government-critical protesters took

to the streets of Mongolia’s capital, Ulaanbaatar, last

week and demanded the resignation of the leadership

over corruption allegations and failure to revive the

country’s struggling economy.

Mongolia was plunged into an economic crisis in 2016

over disputes with foreign investors like mining giant

Rio Tinto, government overspending and slipping

commodity prices from which the country has not

recovered yet. Government pledges of large spending

on infrastructure, social services and housing based

on foreign investment have remained unmaterialised.

[Reuters]
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Less rumours and fake news after Modi’s

election victory
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(cl/jk) During the election, WhatsApp and Facebook had

been popular vehicles to spread misleading

information, especially as according to a recent

Reuters Institute survey, 52% of Indian internet users

receive news via WhatsApp. Previously on 1 April,

Facebook removed 687 pages and accounts that it said

were linked to the Congress party for “coordinated

inauthentic behaviour”. [BBC News]

After Narendra Modi-led NDA's (National Democratic

Alliance) landslide win, several Facebook pages known

for their hardcore anti-Modi posts leading up to and

during the elections have recently deleted their old

posts. Fact checkers had busted many such viral posts

from these pages, but this did not deter Facebook

pages such as Viral in India, which has since suspended

its operation, from feeding the public with false

political propaganda during the elections process. Both

pro and anti-government sites have spread huge

amounts of news, fake-news and rumours in the lead-

up and during the election but the efforts seem to slow

down for the moment.  [India Today]

 

National education policy draft amended

to address “imposition” of Hindi

(cl) Amid outcry over Hindi being made a compulsory

language in all non-Hindi speaking states, the Human

Resource Development ministry has tweaked the draft

National Education Policy to say that students are free

to choose any language they wish to study in. [India

Express]

In the previous version of the draft policy, English and

Hindi were proposed as mandatory languages in non-

Hindi speaking states while a third language was

mandatory in Hindi-speaking states. [The Wire] This

triggered outrage in southern states, led by Tamil

Nadu, which said they will not tolerate Hindi imposition

in the state that does not speak the language.

Following protests initiated by Tamil Nadu over the

“Hindi Imposition”, the Centre was forced to respond

that it was only a draft policy and Hindi would not be

imposed in any state. [India Today]

 

Sri Lanka: Muslim ministers resigned to

protest the vulnerable state of Muslim

minority against mob violence

(jk/jyk) The resignation of Sri Lanka’s Muslim

government officials—nine ministers and two
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provincial governors—came amid the nation-wide

persecution of Muslim community following the Easter

suicide bombings. The bombing has given rise to anti-

Muslim sentiment in Sinhala neighbours, where the

mobs attacked and looted the Muslim community

[Aljazeera 1], and the hard-line Buddhist monks

demanded the Muslim provincial governors and

minister to resign. One cabinet member who resigned

said Muslims had cooperated with security forces to

arrest suspects, but the community faced collective

victimisation. The resigned Muslim leaders said they

will remain in the back of the parliament for a month

and accept police investigation to prove their non-

involvement in any Muslim terrorist activities.

[Aljazeera 2]

In the meantime, Sri Lanka's suspended police chief

has petitioned the Supreme Court, accusing President

Sirisena of failing to prevent the attacks. Sirisena has

suspended the police chief after he refused to take

responsibility. He also says he met him and other top

official less than two weeks before the attack and no

one had raised the possibility of imminent attacks.

[Straits Times]

 

Nepal: Asian Human Rights Commission

(AHRC) voices concern over Nepalese

government’s growing control on

constitutional body and media

(jyk) Hong Kong-based AHRC has recently voiced its

concern over Nepalese government’s attempt to pass

an amendment bill that will give the government, led

by National Communist Party (NCP), the discretionary

power to intervene in the internal affairs of National

Human Rights Commission (NHRC), despite NHRC’s

status as an autonomous constitutional body. NHRC

was established to monitor and take independent

measures against cases of human rights violation

within the country, but its autonomy enshrined by the

Constitution of Nepal will be undermined once the bill

passes. The NCP-led government was also seen

submitting the Media Council Bill that could let the

government sue and impose a fine of up to one million

rupees (about 9,000 USD) on medias and journalists

under the charge of defamations [The Himalayan

Times 1].

In similar concern over political entity’s growing

influence on judicial branch, a group of lawyers have

founded a new bar association called Independent

National Lawyers’ Campaign (INLC) to replace the NBA

(Nepal Bar Association), whose leaders are being
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overtly involved and loyal to the political parties. The

INLC members seek to develop INLC into a neutral

organization and expand its units across all regions.

[The Himalayan Times 2]

 

Pakistan: A Pakistani journalist arrested

for reporting on the Pashtun Protest

(jyk) A Pakistani journalist was arrested following his

coverage of the Pashtun Protest that was violently

subdued by the Pakistani police, which caused three

deaths and scores of injuries among the protestors

[AiR 4/5/2019]. The reporter, Gohar Wazir, worked at a

Pashto-language TV station called Khyber News and

interviewed a prominent leader of the Pashtun Protest

prior to his arrest under the charge of violating

“Maintenance of Public Order Ordinance (MPO)— a law

that allows preventive detention of individuals for up

to six months” [The Times of India].
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Thailand: Parliament to vote on PM this

week in joint session with Senate

(jk) This week, the newly convened Thai parliament will

vote on the new PM. While there are still questions on

majorities in the lower house as not all parties have

unequivocally announced their coalition preferences,

the vote for the PM will be held in a joint sitting of

House and Senate and therefore, a result is not

expected to be quite as close as the fight for a House

majority itself. The Pheua Thai Party has announced

that the anti-military bloc will nominate Future
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Forward Party leader Thanathorn as its joint PM

candidate, putting him against current PM Prayuth.

[Matichon Online] Incidentally, Thanathorn himself,

who is currently suspended from Parliament as

reported last week, will not be able to vote. The vote

will hence be taken by an assembly of 499 MPs and

250 Senators.

As for the lower house, the pro-military Palang

Phracharath Party has announced a coalition with five

smaller parties, which have 14 seats between them.

[Bangkok Post]

 

Malaysia welcomes Huawei and rebukes

US strategy to avoid it

(jk) Malaysia has become the first country in Southeast

Asia to rebuke the United States’ position on Huawei

and while other countries were avoiding the use of

Huawei PM Mahathir said Malaysia had no intention of

shunning the Chinese company and would use it "as

much as possible". [The Star]

 

Malaysia’s anti-corruption chief quits

(cl) Malaysia’s Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

chief commissioner has resigned, just over a year into

his two-year tenure, and his request to have his

contract shortened has been consented to by the

Malaysian King. [Straits Times] He has been replaced

by a prominent female lawyer who is a member of one

of the parties under the country’s governing alliance

Pakatan Harapan, and is the executive director for

Lawyers for Liberty. According to the Prime Minister’s

Office, this appointment was among the new and

important measures taken in line with the process to

reform government institutions. [The Star] When asked

why he decided to resign, the former chief

commissioner said he believes he has completed the

task given by the government when he took on the

position in 2018. [Malay Mail]

 

Malaysia gets tough on illegal plastic

waste imports

(cl) According to Malaysia’s Minister of Energy, Science,

Technology, Environment and Climate Change,

containers full of contaminated, non-homogenous, low
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quality, non-recyclable plastic waste are entering the

country, contravening local and international laws.

[Aljazeera]

Since July last year, the government has cracked down

on illegal imports of plastic waste, and shut down

unlicensed plastic recycling factories operated by

Chinese nationals, which began mushrooming in

Malaysia after Beijing banned plastic waste imports.

[CNBC] Only last week, the police charged a small

firm’s directors for 15 offences regarding the illegal

dumping of waste, in a chemical dumping case that

hospitalised over 1,000 people earlier this year. 

To further reduce harm to the environment and public

health caused by improper disposal of waste, the

Department of Environment announced last week that

it has drafted a specific legislation mandating

consumers to send certain unwanted electronic items

to places licensed to handle e-waste. [The Star] The

Minister further announced that higher penalties will

be imposed on importers who illegally import polluting

garbage. [CNN]

 

Indonesia: Jakarta’s residences sue

government for better air quality

(cl) Grouped under the Capital Advocacy Team and

represented by the Jakarta Legal Aid Institute (LBH

Jakarta), residents are set to file a citizen lawsuit

against the government to the Central Jakarta District

Court for the polluted air in Jakarta. A representative

stated that they would like to push the government to

take action to address air pollution by creating stricter

policies that have a significant impact on reducing air

pollution in the capital. [The Jakarta Post] This is

especially as the government had been using the

outdated 1999 regulation on air pollution, which has to

be updated with new stipulations given the worsening

of air pollution, according to Greenpeace Indonesia

climate and energy campaigners. Citing Article 28H of

the 1945 Constitution about the right to live in a

healthy environment, another plaintiff commented

that the proliferation of PM2.5 particles, above the

World’s Health Organisation’s safe limit, could cause

various illnesses such as acute respiratory infections.

[The Straits Times]

 

Myanmar: Arrest warrant issued for

Myanmar hard-line monk Wirathu
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(jyk) The western district court in Yangon has issued an

arrest warrant for the nationalist Buddhist monk,

Wirathu, under the charge of sedition according to the

Myanmar police. In recent rallies, Wirathu has publicly

accused the civilian government of Aung San Suu Kyi of

corruption and has long spoken negatively of the

Rohingya refugees. The police bureau in Mandalay,

where Wirathu is based, has not yet received the

warrant according to its spokesperson. But if it does

and puts Wirathu on trial, he faces possible prison

sentence of up to three years. [Dhaka Tribune]

 

Myanmar seeks to pass a constitutional

amendment bill that will decentralize

presidential power

(jyk) The Myanmar military and opposition party, Union

Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), has

submitted a constitutional amendment bill that will

give the regional and state legislatures the power to

appoint their own state and regional chief ministers,

instead of the president. The MP of the USDP

responsible for the initiative said the purpose of the

amendment is “to strengthen the Union system and

the (state or regional) chief ministers”. The bill, in order

to pass, requires at least 75 percent of assembly’s MPs

to vote in favor, and it is about to be scrutinized by a

joint committee and discussed in the assembly.

[Myanmar Times]

 

Myanmar: Amnesty issues new report on

Myanmar military’s continued killing of

Rohingya civilians, which the military

denies

(jyk) According to a recent Amnesty International’s

report, Myanmar’s military has been confirmed to have

unlawfully tortured and executed at least six Rohingya

rebels detained in a village located at the northern

Rakhine state where thousands of Myanmar’s armed

forces have been deployed to subdue the Rohingya

rebels. Although the conflict area is highly inaccessible,

scores of interviews with various ethnic groups,

photographs, videos and satellite imageries have

revealed Myanmar forces’ perpetration of war crimes

including “extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests,

torture and enforced disappearances” [Dhaka

Tribune]. In response to the report, the spokesperson

of Myanmar’s military denied the accusation as

baseless, and said the military has “(conducted) the
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operation by following the rules of engagement and

regulations” with transparent procedures [Myanmar

Times].

 

James Marape new PM of Papua New

Guinea

(jk) After (now former) Papua New Guinea PM Peter

O’Neill formally resigned twice in one week due to

losing the support of parliament a number of alleged

corruption embroilments [A Times], a new PM has

officially taken over. While a deal with French oil and

gas company Total on Papua LNG, worth $US12

billion-$US14 billion and set to double the country’s

gas exports, stood at the centre of O'Neill's departure,

the transition to Marape went comparatively smoothly

and stands in stark contrast to the way O’Neill

assumed power in 2011. Optimistic observers are

hoping for a moderate reformer who will guide the

country  at least until the next national elections in

2022. [Financial Review]
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Shangri-La Dialogue from the host's view:

discussions on the Sino-United States

relationship and the importance of

investing in defence capabilities for

smaller countries
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(cl/jk) During the Shangri-La Dialogue held in Singapore

on Saturday, Defence Ministers from China, Malaysia,

Britain and the US discussed three main security

challenges for the region: the US-China relationship;

instability on the Korean peninsula and the threat of

nuclear weapons; and the "clear and present" danger

of terrorism and returning foreign fighters. [South

China Morning Post]

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee pointed to the worrying

trend in the Sino-United States relationship, with

attitudes on both sides hardening towards the other

party, identifying the mutual lack of strategic trust as

the fundamental problem between the US and China.

He added that while it would be up to the countries'

political leaders to avoid a conflict which would inflict

serious damage across the globe, it is hard as leaders

on both sides are facing powerful domestic pressures.

[Straits Times]

On another note, Singapore’s Defence Minister

emphasised that smaller countries in the region like

Singapore have to invest in their own defence

capabilities even as they try to resolve disputes

through peaceful means because the cost of any

potential conflict is prohibitively high. [Channel News

Asia] On Friday, Singapore’s Defence Minister and US

Acting Defence Secretary had welcomed the renewal of

the 1990 Memorandum of Understanding for the US

Use of Facilities in Singapore, as they reaffirmed the

excellent and longstanding bilateral defence relations.

[ASEAN Breaking News]

Singapore and China have in the meantime agreed to a

“substantial programme” to deepen military ties after a

meeting between the two countries’ defence chiefs.

Among the proposed enhancements to existing

defence cooperation agreement is a second bilateral

naval drill to be held next year, after the countries held

a similar drill in 2015. [The Diplomat]

These exercises are significant given few other

Southeast Asian countries, especially those

maintaining strong security ties with the US, such as

Singapore, engage with the People’s Liberation Army

Navy on a bilateral basis. [Asia One] According to one

point of view, "such military-to-military outreach is part

of China’s diplomatic efforts as it seeks to counter

suspicion about its intentions and the pressure it is

facing from a strain in ties with the US." [South China

Morning Post]
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China-US relations I: Defence ministers

clash at Shangri-La Dialogue

(dql) China’s Defence Minister Wei Fenghe warned

in aggressive words of any efforts to infringe on China’s

rights and interest in his speech at the recent annual

Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore.  With regards to

international security, which he described as

complicated and volatile”, he stressed that while China

“does not cast greedy eyes on the interests of other

nations and does not envy other nations’ development,

it also resolutely does not give up its legitimate rights

and interest. No foreign nation should hope that China

will swallow the bitter fruit of damaging its own

sovereignty, security and development interests.”

Referring to Taiwan he added that “to defend the

fatherland's unity, China is ready for war and any

costs” [Xinhua, in Chinese]

Wei’s statements came after the Pentagon announced

on Friday the sale of 34 ScanEagle drones  Malaysia,

Indonesia, the Philippines and Vietnam for a total of 47

million USD and after Acting US Defense Secretary

Patrick Shanahan at the summit introduced details of a

new phase of Washington’s Indo-Pacific strategy and

urged China to end “behavior that erodes other

nations’ sovereignty and sows distrust of China’s

intentions”,  adding in a thinly veiled hint on China that

“some in our region are choosing to act contrary to the

principles and norms that have benefitted us all.” [Asia

Times]

Coinciding with Shanahan’s speech, the US Defense

Department released its 2019 “Indo-Pacific Strategy

Report” (IPSR) in which it defines “[i]nter-state strategic

competition, defined by geopolitical rivalry between

free and repressive world order visions” as “primary

concern for U.S. national security”, highlighting that

China “seeks to reorder the region to its advantage by

leveraging military modernization, influence

operations, and predatory economics to coerce other

nations.” [US Department of Defense]

 

China-USA relations II: New tariffs on US

goods in force and other retaliating

moves

(dql) Prospects for an end of the Chinese-US trade

dispute remain bleak. Following Washington’s raise of

tariffs to 25% on 200 billion USD of Chinese goods

imposed earlier in May, new Chinese tariffs ranging
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from 5% to 25% and hitting 60 billion USD worth of US

goods came into force on June 1. [BBC]

At the same time, Beijing announced that it would

issue a blacklist of "unreliable" foreign firms “that run

against market rules and violate the spirit of contracts,

cut off supplies to Chinese firms for uncommercial

reasons, damage the legitimate rights of Chinese

companies, or threaten China’s national security and

public interests.” [Tech Grunch] The list is a retaliatory

move against Washington’s listing of Huawei and

affiliates of the company as firms considered a risk to

national security earlier in May which requires Huawei

to seek approval from the US government before

purchasing US-American parts and technologies. [DW]

[AiR 3/5/2019]

 

Japan-Russia relations: Another failed

attempt to resolve dispute over islands

(dql) Last week a ‘two plus two’ meeting the between

Japanese and Russian Foreign and Defense Ministers

failed to achieve a breakthrough in the long-standing

territorial dispute between the two countries. Both

sides insisted on their own country’s sovereignty over

the disputed islands, referred to as the Kurils by Russia

and the Northern Territories by the Japanese.

Furthermore, both sides accused each other of

unacceptable military buildups in the region, with

Tokyo denouncing Moscow’s expansion of its military

presence in the islands as “unacceptable” while

Moscow criticized Tokyo for its plans to install a US-

made Aegis Ashore missile defense system. The failed

meeting last week adds to a number of previous

equally unsuccessful talks on foreign minister level

earlier this year. [Japan Times] [DW]

 

South Korea-USA relations: Despite North

Korea’s missile tests, no need to restart

Big Military Exercises with South Korea,

US Acting Defense Chief says

(dql) In a move believed to keep doors open for

denuclerization talks with North Korea, Acting Defense

Secretary Patrick Shanahan said that it is not necessary

to resume large-scale military exercises with South

Korea which North Korea has always considered as

provocation. Shanahan made this statement during his

visit to Seoul on Sunday, adding that his talks in South

Korea’s capitol are supposed to clarify and to ensure
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that the allies have the required military readiness and

are prepared when diplomacy could fail.  

While American and South Korean troops have

continued low-key, smaller-scale exercises, bigger joint

drills have been put on hold after President Trump

called them provocative and expensive war games

during his first summit with North Korean leader Kim

Jong-un last year.

Shananan’s statement comes after Pyongyang in May

conducted missile tests [AiR 2/5/2019] which have

triggered discussions over whether a continued

suspension of large-scale drills may impair the U.S. and

South Korea’s response ability in case the Pyongyang

would shift from diplomacy and to heighten hostilities.

[Politico] [New York Times]

Meanwhile, South Korea’s Defense Minister Jeong

Kyeong-doo provided an assessment of Pyongyang’s

missile tests in May at the Shangri-La dialogue,

expressing his conviction that they are not violating the

Comprehensive Military Agreement between North

and South Korea on the reduction of hostilities which

was signed in September last year and which states in

Art. 1 that “South and North Korea agreed to

completely cease all hostile acts against each other in

every domain, including land, air and sea that are the

source of military tension and conflict.” [The Diplomat]

In the light of this article, Jeong’s assessment looks

attackable but it reflects South Korea’s efforts to retain

momentum in the inter-Korean peace and

demilitarisation talks in the face of strained relations

between the USA and North Korea as well as in the

wake of the latest condemnation of Pongyang’s missile

tests as violation of U.N. Security Council resolutions

by Japanese Defense Minister Iwaya during his meeting

with his U.S. and South Korean counterparts on the

sidelines of the Shangri-La Dialogue as well as by

Shanahan some days earlier, with the latter

contradicting President Trump who during his visit to

Japan last week said that for him the missile tests don’t

constitute such a violation. [Japan Times] [CNN]

 

Cross-Strait relations: Taiwan’s military

exercises prepare for invasion from China,

bill on national referendum on future

agreements between Taiwan and China

passed

(dql) Last week Taiwan’s military conducted major

military exercises simulating an invading Chinese force
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and involving air, sea and land forces. The drills

included fighter jets launching strikes and warships

opening fire to destroy an enemy landing on the

beachhead as well as jets practicing landing on the

country's main highways while air-raid drills brought its

major cities to a standstill. Over 3,000 soldiers took

part in the live-fire drill in the southern county of

Pingtung. [DW]

Meanwhile, earlier last week, Taiwan’s legislature

passed a bill to amend the Act Governing Relations

between the People of the Taiwan Area and the

Mainland Area, according to which any potential

political agreement  with China will require not only

the approval of lawmakers, but will also need to pass a

national referendum before it can be signed and can

be signed and put into effect. [Focus Taiwan]

 

Quad meeting: India, US, Japan and

Australia for ASEAN-led architecture

mechanism for Indo-Pacific

(cl/jk) On Friday last week, India, US, Japan and

Australia voiced collective support for ASEAN centrality

and ASEAN-led regional architecture, as well as for

other regional institutions, including the Indian Ocean

Rim Association and Pacific Islands Forum. [The Wire]

During the meeting of the "Quad", the four nations

reaffirmed their shared commitment to preserving and

promoting the rules-based order in the region, and

underscored their intent to continue close

coordination and collaboration in support of

sustainable, private-sector led development, maritime

security and good governance. [US Dep of State][The

Dispatch]

Initially, The United States and the other three

countries had come together after the Indian Ocean

tsunami in 2004. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe

then suggested to form the Quad, which met three

years later but meetings were not held after that until

November 2017. The Quad coalition was to develop a

new strategy for keeping the critical sea routes in the

Indo-Pacific free of any influence. India had stressed in

the past that the Quad was not a military grouping.

[Economic Times]

 

34th ASEAN-Japan forum held in Hanoi

(jk) The annual forum held as a dialogue between the

two sides took place in Hanoi this week. In addition to
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Vietnam's and Japan's Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs, senior officials from all ASEAN countries took

part. [VietnamNews]

 

Singapore, Malaysia added to US watchlist

on currency practices

(cl) Singapore was added to a watch list for currency

manipulation by the United States, which said the city-

state made estimated net foreign exchange purchases

of at least US$17 billion in 2018, equivalent to 4.6% of

gross domestic product. The US report says Singapore

should undertake reforms that will lower its high

saving rate and boost low domestic consumption,

while striving to ensure that its real exchange rate is in

line with economic fundamentals, in order to help

narrow its large and persistent external surpluses.

[Straits Times]

In response, Singapore’s central bank has said on

Wednesday that it does not engage in currency

manipulation. It said Singapore’s monetary policy

framework “has always been aimed at ensuring

medium-term price stability”. Singapore Deputy Prime

Minister has also remarked that it will be

unsustainable for Singapore to manipulate its

exchange rate as holding it deliberately low will cause

hyperinflation, while keeping it artificially high will

result in severe deflation [Channel News Asia]

 

Indonesia hopes to revive army special

unit’s training in US

(cl) The US Defence Secretary met with Indonesian

Defence Minister last week, with the latter expressing

hope that the Indonesian army's special forces unit can

be trained again in the United States in the near

future. [Jakarta Post] The US had previously suspended

cooperation with the Indonesia military in 1998

following reports of beatings, kidnappings and other

abuses committed by it. The 1997 Leahy Law prohibits

U.S. military assistance to the security forces of a

foreign country that commits gross violations of

human rights. In 2005, the US lifted the ban on

cooperation with Indonesian military units except its

army’s special forces unit, which has been accused by

multiple international human rights organisations of

many human rights abuses, including the anti-Chinese

rioting that led to the fall of former President Suharto.

During the conference, US Defence Secretary stated
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that the US has agreed to help Indonesia counter

terrorism and radicalism. [Kyodo News]

 

Philippines, Japan urge cool heads to

prevail in trade and South China Sea as

tensions escalate

(cl) At a recent conference in Japan themed “Seeking a

New Global Order – Overcoming the Chaos”, looking at

the deepening global uncertainties as well as military

and security tensions in technology and the South

China Sea, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte voiced

his exasperation with China as he urged her to quickly

conclude a code of conduct on the South China Sea

with ASEAN. He stated that the South China Sea is on

the verge of becoming a “flashpoint for trouble”, given

the arms race under way with a military build-up of

Chinese ships and those from the West. [Channel

News Asia] Previously, Beijing and ASEAN had tried to

hammer out a code of conduct to govern the disputed

waters, however, the process has been slow. [South

China Morning Post]

Mr Duterte, aiming to attract trade and investment

from the Asian superpower, mostly withheld his early

criticism of Beijing’s expansive claims to the sea.

However, in April, he had warned Beijing to not intrude

on a disputed island in the sea, implying the possibility

of military action otherwise. In a major victory for

Manila, an international maritime tribunal had ruled

that China's claims to the area have no legal basis.

However, he has largely set aside that ruling and

backed off on their once tense territorial dispute,

prompting criticism at home that he has been soft on

China. [Reuters]

 

Chinese company to build submarine base

for Bangladesh in Cox's Bazar

(jk) A Chinese company is building a submarine base

for Bangladesh in the country's south-eastern part in

the Bay of Bengal. The decision to go with a Chinese

state-owned enterprise is potentially worrying for

India, as it is unclear what kind of access or rights

China will have to the base once it is finished. The

decision is all but surprising since Bangladesh and

China have significant naval links. China has built many

of the Navy's surface ships, as well both of its

submarines which Bangladesh has received in 2017.

[TribuneIndia]
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Bangladesh: PM urges the Islamic states

to lodge the Rohingya case to the

International Court of Justice (ICJ)

(jyk) In a bid to ensure the Rohingya refugees’ legal

rights gets recognized in the ICJ, the prime minister of

Bangladesh called on the Organization of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC) member states to join her efforts in

securing funding and professional help necessary for

lodging the case to the ICJ. Despite its resource

constraints, Bangladesh has sheltered more than 1.1

million Rohingya Muslims that fled the persecution and

deadly crackdown of Myanmar’s armed forces, and

whether these people could eventually be repatriated

is still uncertain [Dhaka Tribune 1]. After attending the

14th OIC session in Saudi Arabia [Dhaka Tribune 2] and

giving a keynote speech about the Rohingya crisis in

Japan [Dhaka Tribune 3], the premier also avowed to

use OIC institutions more actively to synchronize

Muslim countries’ policies and induce more aligned

collective measures against global issues such as

Israeli-Palestinian conflict and rising tensions in the

Gulf. In concurrent efforts to repatriate back the

Rohingya refugees, Myanmar has recently met with

ASEAN Secretary General to initiate high-impact

projects that would restore order in the conflict-ridden

Rahkine State [Myanmar Times].

 

Bangladesh-Japan: Japan signs $2.5bn deal

to support Bangladesh’s development

programs

(jyk) Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her Japanese

counterpart Shinzo Abe has signed the 40th Official

Development Assistance (ODA) Loan Package worth

more than $2.5 billion in a bid to develop and invest in

the main four projects including the development of

port and high-speed public transport, and the

promotion of foreign direct investment and energy

efficiency. Japan has supported Bangladesh with ODA

loans totaling $11.3 billion since 1972. [Dhaka Tribune]

 

Trump’s trade attack pushes India to the

negotiating table

(cl) India plans to return to the negotiating table after

President Donald Trump’s termination of its trade
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concession under the decades-old Generalised System

of Preferences trade programme, which allowed the

country to export almost 2,000 products to the US

duty-free, took effect last Friday. [Bloomberg]

However, the US official said the benefits could be

restored if India gave US companies fair and equitable

access to its markets. A statement from India’s Trade

Ministry stated that while the country would continue

to work on improving ties with the US, its trade

decisions would be guided by its own “development

imperatives and concerns”. Media reports said that

New Delhi was considering higher import duties on

more than 20 US products, including agricultural

goods. [Financial Times]

India is the world's largest beneficiary of GSP, which

dates from the 1970s, and ending its participation

would not only be the strongest punitive action against

the country since Mr Trump took office, but also open

a new front in the global trade war. While last year,

India announced higher tariffs on a clutch of items in

retaliation to US imposing higher levies on its products,

it repeatedly deferred imposition of the new tariffs as

it kept the door open for talks to avert a trade war.

[Fortune]

 

Background Reading

 

 

The 2019 Asia Power Index

(jk) The Lowy Institute, an Australian think tank,

released its 2019 Asia Power Index last week. It is a

great resource and has come up with some eye-

catching take-aways, such as "The biggest challenger to

China’s rise is not the United States but itself", or

"Japan has become the leader of the liberal order in
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Asia, while India will not be the next China". [The

Interpreter] [Lowy Institute]

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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