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China/Hong Kong: Protests against
extradition bill continue

(dql) Dissatisfied with Hong Kong government
conceding to only suspend the controversial
extradition bill in face of the massive rallies in the
recent weeks [AIR 3/6/2019], protesters last week and
on Monday blocked access to the city’'s police
headquarters and government buildings to reassert
their demands including the complete withdrawal of
the bill, the retraction of the use of the word “riot” in
reference to a protest on June 12, the withdrawal of
charges against those arrested in clashes that day, as
well as an independent inquiry on what is viewed by
the protesters as excessive use of force by police on
June 12. [BBC] [South China Morning Post]

In a latest development, plans were announced to
submit on Wednesday petition letters at 19 foreign
consulates calling on them to press Chinese President
Xi Jinping over Hong Kong issues at the upcoming G20
summit in Osaka on Friday and Saturday. [Hong Kong
Free Press]

China's foreign ministry, however, asserted that it will
not allow Hong Kong to be on the table at the summit
while reiterating its rejection of foreign comments over
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the protests as interference in China's domestic affairs.
[CBC] [SCIO, in Chinese]

Echoing these claims, but without directly referring to
the Hong Kong protests, Chen Yixin, China's secretary
general of the Central Political and Legal Affairs
Commission, the Communist Party's top agency
overseeing law enforcement and the judiciary, warned
last week in an editorial of the Study Times, a
newspaper affiliated with the Central Party School, that
as “our country is more and more progressing towards
the center of the global arena, imported risks increase
day by day and have become the biggest external
variable exerting influence on our country's security
and stability”. To counter these risks, it is necessary to
“resolutely strike down political rumors and harmful
information on the internet [and] to innovate and
improve our work in guiding public opinion, and strictly
guard against ‘black swan’ or ‘grey rhino’ public opinion
risks.” [CPC News, in Chinese]

China: Former Interpol chief pleads guilty
in bribery trial

(dqgl) On trial over corruption charges, former Interpol
president Meng Hongwei confessed to taking bribes
amounting to more than 2 million USD. Meng, who was
elected as Interpol president in 2016, was put under
investigation in October last year and expelled from
the Party and stripped of all his positions in March this
year. [South China Morning Post]

South-Korea: Impasse in parliament goes
on

(dqgl) South Korea's National Assembly continues to be
paralyzed after the main opposition Liberty Korea
Party (LKP) on Monday rejected a normalization
agreement initially reached between the floor leaders
of the LKP and the ruling Democratic Party (DP) on the
same day which seemed to get the country’s
parliament back on track after a deadlock of almost
three months between the DP and the LKP over
contentious fast-tracked bills. However, the LKP,
following a general meeting, considered the agreement
lacking specifics and disapproved of it. As
consequence, the first plenary session of the National
Assembly since April 5 was held on Monday without
attendance of the LKP. [Yonhap]
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South Korea: Korean government to
assess private sector’s corruption level

(jyk) South Korea's Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights
Commission (ACRC) announced that the Korean
government will entrust a public research institute with
the task of carrying out an integrity test that will assess
each industry's corruption level by examining
corruption in transactions, accounting, and violations
of fair trade and public values. It will also look at
whether the industry made any efforts on preventive
measures against corruption such as enhancing
transparency. The results of the integrity assessment
are due to come out by the end of this year. [JoongAng
Daily]

Taiwan: Legislature passes controversial
amendment to Referendum Act

(dgl) Last week, Taiwan's legislature passed with the
majority of the votes of the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) an amendment to the
Referendum Act which allows for national referendums
only every two years on the fourth Saturday of August,
starting in 2021. As a consequence, future
referendums will be separate from national elections
which are held in even-numbered years, with the next
ones in 2020. [Focus Taiwan]

The move triggered an immediate backlash from civic
groups and the main opposition Kuomintang (KTM)
arguing that the separation of referendums and
presidential election will significantly lower the turnout
in referendums. The KMT accused the DPP of “killing
referendums and deserting democracy” and
announced to organize a rally scheduled for July 7.
[Taipei Times] [Taiwan News]

Japan: PM Abe survives no-confidence and
censure motion

(dgl) A no-confidence motion submitted by five
opposition parties against the Cabinet of Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe was voted down by the ruling
Liberal Democratic Party/ Komeito coalition which
controls a two-thirds majority in the Lower House.

In a related development, a censure motion against
Abe submitted by opposition parties in the Upper
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House was also voted down on Monday.

Due to Abe's majority in both houses, both motions
were mere customary moves of the opposition.

With the current ordinary Diet session ending this
Wednesday and with no plans for an extension of the
session or for dissolution of the Lower House, the
political are turning to campaigning for the Upper
House election expected to begin on July 4, with voting
scheduled for July 21. [Asahi Shimbun] [Japan Today]

Law and Politics in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Death of a worker at Chinese-
sponsored construction site results in
clashes

(Is) Protests at the sight of a Chinese-sponsored power
plant south of Dhaka have once again put into the
spotlight the tensions that such projects may create.
Hundreds of Chinese and Bangladeshi laborers
clashed, leaving a Chinese worker dead and more than
a dozen others injured. Construction of the plant
employs about 8,000 workers, of whom 2,700 are
Chinese. Chinese state-run and private firms have
invested billions of dollars in Bangladesh’s
infrastructure projects, mostly in the power, energy
and transport sectors. The clashes occurred just weeks
before Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is to visit Beijing.
[South China Morning Post] [Reuters]
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India: Data protection law to be
introduced soon

(Is) The Indian government has listed a new data
protection law as one of the bills to be discussed in
Parliament. The bill will create a legal regime for how
data can be shared, stored and used in India. The law
is likely to also regulate data localization, a
controversial requirement according to which data
needs to be stored on a device that is physically inside
the country where the data are generated. The
legislation follows a 2017 Supreme Court ruling that
dealt with the “Aadhaar project” that aimed to give a
digital identity to every Indian. In the judgment, the
Court recognized a fundamental constitutional right to
privacy. [Asia Times]

India: Increase of MPs with criminal
charges

(Is) Nearly half (43% or 233 of 539) of the newly-elected
Lok Sabha members have declared criminal charges
against them. The vast majority of them (116) belongs
to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), followed by the
Congress (29) and other parties. Almost one third of
the cases are related to rape, murder, attempt to
murder or crime against women. One MP from the
Congress has 204 criminal cases against him, including
culpable homicide, house trespass and robbery. The
numbers show an increase compared to 2014 when
“only” 34% (or 185 MPs) were facing criminal charges.

Sri Lanka: President calls for
constitutional roll-back and extends state
of emergency

(Is) Following last year's constitutional crisis, Sri Lanka’s
president Maithripala Sirisena has called to revoke the
constitution’s 19th amendment which was introduced
in 2015 and transferred some of the president's
powers to the Prime Minister. It also meant a reduction
of the powers of the executive and gave greater
authority to parliament. Moreover, the amendment
tried to depoliticize the police, the public service, the
election commission and the judiciary and
reintroduced term limits for the presidency. Sirisena
said that the amendment "has triggered instability.
There is no single leader." However, he does not have
the necessary two-thirds majority in the current
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parliament to make the change. [Straits Times 1]
[Colombo Page]

Meanwhile, Sirisena extended the state of emergency
invoked after the Easter Sunday bombings for another
month. The move came as a surprise he previously
told foreign diplomats that the security situation was
"99 per cent back to normal" and that the state of
emergency would end by 22 June. [Straits Times 2]
[Government Gazette]

A former Secretary to the Ministry of Defense is facing
possible criminal charges related to the Easter Sunday
bombings. He is to be investigated for his possible
failure to prevent or minimize the attacks. Previously,
President Sirisena also suspended the Sri Lankan
police chief. As reported earlier, Sirisena himself, who
is also defense minister and law and order minister,
also faces allegations that he could have prevented the
attacks. He objected to a parliamentary investigation
into the attacks and ordered police not to co-operate.
Nonetheless, the investigation is going ahead.
[Defense Post]

Law and Politics in
Southeast Asia

34th ASEAN Summit in Bangkok

(jk) This past weekend, all ten ASEAN leaders have met
in Bangkok for the 34th ASEAN Summit and related
meetings. Among the major issues that were discussed
were an [ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific], a plan
which is aimed at reinforcing ASEAN's role in the
region, support for the conclusion of RCEP (Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership - a free-trade
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pact between ASEAN and India, China, Japan, South
Korea, Australia and New Zealand) negotiations, or the
adoption of the Bangkok Declaration on Combatting
Marine Debris in the ASEAN region.

ASEAN reconfirmed its position to push for the
completion of the RCEP negotiations by the end of this
year. The Vietnamese prime minister stated that the
last round of RCEP negotiations will be hosted by
Vietnam in October, year ahead of the 3rd RCEP
Summit in Bangkok this November. [The Nation] One
sticking point which needs to be addressed is India’s
concern that significantly reducing tariffs for China,
which it does not have a free trade agreement with,
would lead to Chinese goods flooding the Indian
market and widen a trade deficit. [Economic Times] In
light of India’s stance, the Malaysian Prime Minister
said that he was willing to conclude the trade
agreement without India “for the time being”. [CNBC]

Particularly divisive issues, such as the Rohingya, the
South China Sea or the Mekong have featured little in
the public eye surrounding the summit and have been
largely dealt with in uncontroversial ways. Good
progress was announced for instance on the code of
conduct (CoC) for the South China Sea, for which a first
reading of the Single Draft CoC Negotiating Text is
likely to be completed by end of this year and the
leaders "took note of some concern" on land
reclamations in the area "which have eroded trust and
confidence, increased tensions and may undermine
peace, security and stability in the region.

[Leaders have] emphasised the importance of non-
militarisation and self-restraint.”

Malaysia's Foreign Minister called for justice to be
brought to the perpetrators of the Rohingya crisis and
he called on Myanmar to grant citizenship to some
730,000 displaced Rohingyas during repatriation,
something Myanmar's government has long refused to
do. [The Mainichi] Faced with pressures to take a
tougher stance, the ASEAN ministers discussed a
report during the summit by the ASEAN Coordinating
Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster
Management that offers recommendations for
repatriation. [TRT News] While avoiding the term
"Rohingya", the [final statement] from the summit said
ASEAN leaders supported Myanmar's efforts to
"facilitate the voluntary return of displaced persons in
a safe, secure and dignified manner".

Throughout the summit, ASEAN leaders have once
again spoken very highly of ASEAN's collective
bargaining power and their convictions that ASEAN is
the way how smaller states in the region can negotiate
with and remain independent in that face of mighty
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external powers. The ASEAN Outlook in particular
reaffirms ASEAN "centrality, inclusiveness,
complementarities, a rules-based order anchored
upon international law, and commitment to advancing
economic engagement in the region". And while the
summit is rightfully labelled a success, a lot remains to
be done to close the gap between ASEAN rhetoric and
political reality. Opportunities are abundant.

Southeast Asian governments accused of
trading exiled activists

(jk) Human rights defenders in Southeast Asia are
pointing towards a worrying trend in increased
cooperation on the forced return or even
disappearance of (political) refugees and asylum-
seekers in the region. Examples of late include
Vietnamese or Cambodian activists disappearing in
Thailand and re-surfacing in prisons in their home
countries, Thai activists disappearing in Laos or
Vietnam, or Malaysia arresting and sending home a
Thai anti-monarchy campaigner after she registered as
an asylum-seeker with the U.N. refugee agency.
According to Amnesty International, “a number of
countries in the region are trading off political
dissidents and individuals fleeing persecution as part
of an unholy alliance to shore up each other’s regime”.
[Reuters]

Indonesia: After bruising election,
Indonesia to vet public servants to
identify Islamists

(cl) Amid fears that hard-line Islamist ideology has
permeated high levels of government, Indonesia plans
to tighten vetting of public servants by the end of the
year at 10 of the country’s biggest ministries by budget.
This vetting plan includes stricter background checks
and a new psychological test to gauge candidates'’
political leanings, and was a big priority for President
Joko, who strongly believes that radical Islam
threatened the state apparatus and the future of
democracy. [Reuters] Another driver of this new policy
is the survey done by independent Jakarta-based
pollster, which found that one in give civil servants
favoured the Islamic theocratic state. Alongside this
measure, government officials are working with the
National Agency to promote the secular state ideology
Pancasila.
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Indonesia is officially secular, but there has been a rise
in politicians demanding a larger role for Islam in the
world’s biggest Muslim-majority country, with some
groups calling for an Islamic state. The rise in
conservatism was a major test for President Joko in the
last elections, with Islamist groups accusing him of
being anti-Islam and throwing their support behind
political rivals. [South China Morning Post]

Indonesia: Prabowo’s fraud claims
baseless, say lawyers for election body
and Jokowi

(cl/jk) On Tuesday, the first day of hearing into the legal
challenge mounted by defeated candidate Prabowo
Subianto, lawyers for the General Elections
Commission and President Joko Widodo's campaign
team said that the accusations of massive fraud in the
April 17 presidential polls are vague and baseless.
[Jakarta Post] While Mr Prabowo'’s lawyers claimed
fraud due to the data entry errors of votes in the
online vote count information system and irregularities
in the voter list, the legal team for President Widodo
and the election authorities discredited his case,
arguing a lack of proper evidence, and criticising his
legal team for relying heavily on assumptions and
media reports to back their claims. Mr Prabowo’s
lawyers further questioned the gap in the number of
actual polling stations and the figure reported in the
online vote count system. [Straits Times]

The final judgement on the case is expected later this
week, after which the names of the president and vice
president to govern the country from 2019 to 2024 will
be announced officially. [Xinhua Net]

Malaysian minister Azmin accuses his PKR
rivals of being behind gay sex video

(cl) Since the video's release, there had been swirling
speculation that a rival faction within the People's
Justice Party (PKR), led by party president Anwar
Ibrahim, could be responsible to weaken Mr Azmin, a
rising political star in the year-old Pakatan Harapan
government. [Asia One] On Sunday, Mr Azmin had
questioned how the perpetrators behind the video had
access to dozens of mobile numbers of PKR's top and
middle-rung leaders all over the country, and said that
he was convinced that the video was an inside job and
had a political agenda. Mr Anwar said that his
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supporters were not behind the scandal. [The Star]
Tensions have been building up for years between the
two PKR factions led by Mr Azmin and Mr Anwar
respectively, as both groups fight for political positions.

Atask force has been set up to investigate the matter.
After a meeting of PKR's political bureau on
Wednesday, the party said Mr Haziq will be given a
“show-cause” letter to explain his claim that he was in a
sex video with the minister, tarnishing the reputation
of the minister and the party. [The Independent]

While Mr Azmin maintained that the videos are fake,
analysists have concluded that the video appears not
to have been digitally altered, although it is unclear if
Mr Azmin is in the video. Mr Azmin’s lawyer has said
that his client would not be responding to Haziq's
challenge for him to sue him and allegations that Mr
Azmin made wrongful accusations against him. [Free
Malaysia Today] On Monday (25th June), Malaysia’s
Prime Minister Mahathir came to the defence of the
Economics Affairs minister, saying that he does not
have to step down and that someone was “out to bring
him down”. [Today]

Malaysia: Party Delegate warns against
the side-lining of Malay rights

(cl) The Malay community’s special rights were raised
at Parti Islam SeMalaysia's (PAS) annual assembly on
Saturday, with a delegate saying that the Chinese-
dominated Democratic Action Party (DAP) posed a
threat to Malay Muslims as it could take away the
Malay's special rights as well as separate religion from
the state. He warned that unless PAS and Umno, the
biggest Malay-Muslim opposition parties, cooperate,
Malays could lose their special rights under Malaysia’s
affirmative action policy.

Commentators have found that these accusations
against DAP are not new, and were levelled in the run-
up to last May's polls. The two parties have continued
to tap fears within the Malay community, who make up
some 60% of the 32 million population, that DAP is
calling the shots in the Pakatan Harapan
administration, and that Malay and Muslim issues are
being side-lined. This is despite DAP only having half as
many seats in Parliament as its Malay-led partners.
[Malay Mail]
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Philippines holds Pakistani suicide
bomber suspect in custody

(cl) Philippine immigration agents have arrested a
Pakistani suicide bomber suspected of having links
with a local terrorist group, which allegedly has ties to
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) and the Maute
group, both of which have been blamed for several
bombing attacks in the South. According to the Federal
Bureau, intelligence information showed that he had
come to the Philippines to meet with a leader of the
Abu Sayyaf group to plan and carry out suicide
bombings. [Manila Bulletin]

Philippine security forces find nine men
kidnapped by Abu Sayyaf off Sabah

(cl) Philippine security forces have found nine men
abducted by the Abu Sayyaf extremist group in waters
off Sabah's east coast last week. These men, later
identified as a group of sea gypsies, did not have legal
identification documents. [Channel News Asia] Other
than having a separatist, Islamist agenda, the Abu
Sayyaf capitalises on the decades of instability in the
war-torn southern Philippine island of Mindanao to
generate tens of millions of dollars from piracy and
ransom payments. The militants prowl waters
separating Sulu and Sabah in search of tourists and
fishermen, and a number of foreigners had been taken
as hostages. The most recent abduction involved a
Dutchman, who died while trying to flee captivity on
31st May. [Xinhua Net]

Cambodia's Asia Media Summit and
ASEAN's Press Freedom

(jk) Earlier in June, Cambodia has hosted the 16th Asia
Media Summit in Siem Reap. Critics were quick to point
out that Cambodia itself may not be the ideal place for
such a conference as it has been cracking down on
free media significantly in the recent past and in
particular prior to the 2018 elections. [HRW]

While that is true, not just Cambodia but the entire
ASEAN region has been sliding down the rankings of
press freedom, with eight out of ten ASEAN member
states (all except Malaysia & Indonesia) ranked in
lowest 30% of the 2019 Reporters Without Borders
Press Freedom Index [RSF: Malaysia #123; Indonesia
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#124; Philippines #134, Thailand #136; Myanmar #138;
Cambodian #143; Singapore #151; Brunei #152; Laos
#171; Vietnam #176].

While in Cambodia controversial laws including
amendments to the penal code introducing a lése-
majesté law and the 2015 Law on Telecommunications,
which provides authorities with far-reaching powers to
intercept any communications without much oversight
or checks, are already in place, PM Hu Sen recently
stressed that efforts to create new anti-fake-news and
cyber-crime laws need to be sped up [Khmer Times].
Recent developments in Singapore may provide some
guidelines for relevant legislation. The summit ended
on an agreement to launch a regional initiative, the
“Angkor Fake News Initiative,” to be followed by
meetings to discuss an “Asia-Pacific road map to
combat fake news"”. [VoA News]

Vietnam jails US national for 'state
overthrow plot’

(jk) A Vietnam court has sentenced a US citizen to 12
years in prison after finding him guilty of attempting to
"overthrow the state". The man was born in Vietnam,
but has lived in the US since he was a child and was
arrested in July 2018 during a private visit to Vietnam.
He was now sentenced after he pleaded guilty to
wanting to incite protests in Vietnam. [SCMP]

Myanmar government turns off telecoms
in Rakhine State

(jk) Authorities in Myanmar have ordered
telecommunications companies to shut down internet
services in the conflict-torn Rakhine and Chin States in
western Myanmar. They cited “disturbances of peace
and use of internet activities to coordinate illegal
activities” as reasons for the shut-down. [The
Irrawaddy] The military was quick to point out that it
was not responsible for the cut, with officials citing
Section 77 of the Telecommunication Law, according to
which the government can temporarily suspend
telecommunication services "when an emergency
situation arises”. The ministry’'s permanent secretary,
told local media on Monday that “internet service will
resume when the peace and stability are restored to
the region”. [eleven Myanmar]

The UN Special Rapporteur has asked for the ban to be
lifted immediately as it risks serious implications for
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human rights and humanitarian monitoring. [UN
News]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

China: United Nations' Food and
Agriculture Organization elects first
Chinese head

(dql) Chinese Vice Minister for Agriculture Qu Dongyu
was elected on Sunday to head the United Nations'
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Defeating his
contenders French Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle, the
European Union’s candidate, and U.S.-backed Davit
Kirvalidze from Georgia, he is the first Chinese national
to run this agency.

While China’s Foreign Ministry celebrates Qu’s election
as “an endorsement of China's commitment to
multilateralism and global development”, analysts
point out that with more influence in the FAO China
now has an additional point of entry into countries
besides its Belt and Road initiative. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs China] [Euractiv][South China Morning Post]

Signaling the spat between China and the USA over the
filling of this position, Devex, a Washington-based
social enterprise and media platform for the global
development community, reports that it obtained a
non-paper which was circulated by the U.S. in the lead
up to the election and which warned that “Chinese
leaders at INTERPOL, the International
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Telecommunications Union (ITU), and the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) have demonstrated a
bias towards Chinese foreign policy and a lack of
transparency and accountability”. With specific
reference to Qu, the non-paper highlighted that he
"has shown a blatant disregard for critical issues, such
as those involving sexual harassment and
whistleblower protection." [Devex]

Besides the FAO, other global bodies headed by a
Chinese national include the International Civil Aviation
Organisation, UN Industrial Development Organisation
and the UN Department for Economic and Social
Affairs.

China-USA trade dispute: One step
forward, two steps back as meeting
between Xi and Trump at G20 Summit
nears

(dqgl) Days ahead of the G20 Summit, during which Xi
Jinping and Donald Trump are expected to resume
suspended trade negotiations, Chinese and US trade
officials spoke by telephone on Monday. According to a
statement of China’'s Commerce Ministry, opinions on
trade were exchanged in accordance with the
instructions of the two countries' heads of state. Both
sides also agreed to maintain communications.
[Aljazeera] [Euractiv]

The statement comes days after Washington last
Friday added four Chinese companies and one
research institute involved in supercomputing with
military-related applications to the blacklist of
companies considered by the U.S. government as
threat to national security. The blacklist effectively
bans US firms from selling technology to the Chinese
organizations without government approval. [New
York Times]

Xi Jinping's visit to North Korea:
Demonstrating Chinese-North Korean
strong relations

(dqgl) During Xi Jinping's visit to North Korea last week,
the Chinese President and his host North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un appeared keen to demonstrate
unity and solidarity between both countries to the
international community. Both leaders re-asserted “the
traditional friendship between China and North Korea”
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while Xi added both countries’' “firm determination [...]
in achieving a political resolution to the Korean
peninsula problem and delivering long-lasting peace in
the region”.

The visit was of primarily symbolic nature, reinforced
by a wreath-laying ceremony conducted at a memorial
to Chinese soldiers killed during the Korean War.
[South China Morning Post] [The Diplomat]

North Korea: At least 10 more nukes
produced this year

(jyk) North Korea has now increased its nuclear
arsenal from 10-20 warheads last year to around 20-30
warheads by January this year, according to a study by
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
(Sipri). The report suggests the North has continued its
nuclear development program despite the ongoing
denuclearization negotiations between Pyeongyang
and Washington. At current rate of production, North
Korea could have around 100 nuclear warheads by
2020, according to Robert S. Litwak, a senior vice-
president of the Woodrow Wilson International Center.
The world has, however, experienced an overall
decrease in the total number of nuclear weapons
possessed by all nuclear weapon-possessing states,
from 14,465 warheads last year down to 13,865 this
year. But despite the decreased number of warheads,
“all nuclear weapon-possessing states continue(d) to
modernize their nuclear arsenals”, said the Sipri board
chair ambassador Jan Eliasson. [JoongAng Daily] [SIPRI]

Japan-South Korea relations: PM Abe
rejected Seoul’s compensation proposal
for wartime victims

(dgl/jyk) Relations between South Korea and Japan
over the issue of compensation for South Korean
victims of forced labor under Japan’s colonial rule over
the Korean Penisula remain frosty after Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe rejected a recent proposal
of the South Korean government to compensate
victims of Japan’s wartime forced labor through a
settlement whose funding would be voluntarily
provided by companies from the two countries.

Abe's rejection of the proposal is the latest in a string
of failed diplomatic efforts over the past months to
resolve the forced labor issue. At the core of the
deadlock lie differences in dealing with rulings of South
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Korea Supreme Court of last year in which the Court
ordered the Japanese companies Nippon Steel &
Sumitomo Metal and Mitsubishi Heavy Industries to
compensate South Korean forced labor victims. Japan
is not willing to accept these rulings arguing that the
compensation issue has already been settled by the
1965 bilateral agreement, under which Japan has
provided the Korean government with an economic
cooperation fund of 500 million USD. Tokyo is now
pushing for an arbitration process and has announced
plans to take the dispute to the International Court of
Justice should Seoul refuse to agree to the arbitration
process. [JoongAng Daily] [Nikkei Asian Review]
[Mainichi]

Underscoring this deadlock, a meeting on the sidelines
of the G20 Summit between President Moon Jae-in and
Abe will not take place while Moon will hold bilateral
talks with Chinese, Russian, Indonesian and Canadian
leaders. [Yonhap]

Taiwan: Sentences toughened for China
spies

(dqgl) Last week, Taiwan's legislature passed an
amendment to the National Security Act under

which anyone providing assistance in the development
of espionage rings for Beijing will be punished with
imprisonment for at least seven years and a fine of up
to 3.2 million USD. The punishments had previously
been imprisonment for under five years and a fine less
than 32.000 USD. [Taiwan News]

US mulls cap on H-1B visas for countries
with data storage rules but denies effect
on India

(cl/Is) According to media reports, the US has told India
that it is considering caps on H-1B work visas, which
allows skilled foreign workers to enter the US to work
each year, for nations that force companies to store
data locally. India, which has upset companies such as
Mastercard and irked the US government with
stringent new rules on data storage, is the largest
recipient of these temporary visas, most of them to
workers at big Indian technology firms. [CNN] [Times of
India]

However, a senior State Department official said the
US has no plans to place caps on H1B work visas for
Indians, stating that “Indians have contributed under
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the H1B programme to the US economy (and) the
Secretary will be able to assure the Indian leadership
that we have no plans to place caps on H1B work
visas... this review is not targeted at India.” [Straits
Times]

The development comes as trade tensions between
the US and India resulted in tit-for-tat tariff actions in
recent weeks, where India imposed higher tariffs on US
goods on 16th June, days after Washington withdrew a
key trade privilege for New Delhi. [The National]

US firms have lobbied hard against data localisation
rules around the world, and since last year, the Trump
administration has been upset by that US companies
suffer due to regulations in countries that it says are
protectionist and increasingly require companies to
store more data locally. [Fortune]

India rejects critical US religious freedom
report

(cl) On Sunday, India hit out at a US report saying
religious intolerance was growing under its right-wing
government. The annual report on international
religious freedom released by the US Secretary of State
on Friday stated that Hindu-groups had used “violence,
intimidation and harassment” against Muslims and
low-caste Dalits in 2017 to force a religion-based
national identity. It also said that Christians have been
targeted for proselytising since Prime Minister Modi
came to power in 2014. [Aljazeera]

In response, Mr Modi's government insisted that no
foreign country had the right to criticise its record. The
Indian foreign ministry further rejected the report,
saying that there was no right “for a foreign entity or
government to pronounce on the state of our citizens'
constitutionally protected rights”. [The Daily Star]

The US Secretary of State is set to visit New Delhi to
give a speech on the future of the relationship
between the two countries and lay the ground for a
Trump-Modi meeting at the G-20 Summit in Osaka this
month. It will be their first since Mr Modi's new
landslide election win last month. [Dawn]

Indian Navy sent to protect vessels in Gulf
of Oman
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(Is) The Indian Navy has deployed two warships in the
Gulf of Oman to “reassure” Indian vessels in wake of
two foreign oil tankers being attacked in the critical
shipping lane in recent days amidst escalating tensions
between the US and Iran in the region. In addition, the
Indian Navy conducts aerial surveillance operations.
[Times of India]

EU-Pakistan strategic dialogue

(Is) On the occasion of Pakistan's foreign minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi's visit to Brussels, Pakistan and the
European Union will sign cooperation agreements on
various projects in the fields of trade, investment and
energy. The EU and Pakistan have previously already
conducted four session of a strategic dialogue and
agreed a Strategic Engagement Plan (SEP). Qureshi also
met with NATO general secretary Jens Stoltenberg.
[The News International] [EEAS]

EU lifts sanctions on Maldives

(Is) Citing improvements in the political situation since
the holding of “peaceful and democratic”
parliamentary elections on April 6, 2019, and the
inauguration of President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, the
EU has decided to end sanctions against the Maldives.
The sanctions which permitted targeted restrictive
measures such as travel bans and asset freezes against
persons and entities were invoked after the former
government's actions against the then-opposition as
well as interferences in the functioning of the judiciary
and parliament. [The Edition] [European Council]

Sri Lanka seeks $1 billion loan from AlIB

(Is) In order to develop its energy and highway sectors,
Sri Lanka is seeking a loan of nearly $1 billion from the
Chinese-lead Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AlIB). This loan would come in addition to $1.2bn
obtained from international agencies earlier this year.
In 2017, the government in Colombo leased a Chinese-
built port at Hambantota to a Beijing company as the
Sri Lankan side was unable to meet its obligations
under related loans. Official figures show that Sri
Lanka will have to repay a record $5.9bn in foreign
loans in 2019. [Dawn]
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ASEAN links its Indo-Pacific strategy to
India’s outreach

(cl) Rolling out its new Indo-Pacific strategy, ASEAN has
reserved a special place for India’s Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (Bimstec) grouping as one to connect
with. ASEAN's Indo-Pacific policy has been a while in
the making, and releasing the ASEAN Outlook in
Bangkok after the 34th ASEAN summit as reported
above, Thailand's Prime Minister said that ASEAN
would lead the conduct of relations with external
partners such as Bimstec in the region. [Times of India]
[National Times]

This will be the first sign that India’s renewed interest
in Bimstec, which comprises seven states from South
Asia and two from Southeast Asia, has found
resonance in the region. India has put in more
diplomatic energy into Bimstec in recent years to
redefine its neighbourhood eastwards, build on
connectivity and open a channel for greater economic
and strategic engagement. [The Diplomat]

Indonesia, Philippines to ratify maritime
boundary deal

(jk) On the side-lines of the 34th ASEAN Summit in
Bangkok, the Philippine and the Indonesian President
have announced a successful end to over 20 years of
negotiations on a maritime boundary deal on
overlapping exclusive economic zones. The agreement
will be implemented later this year and is quoted to be
a "valuable example of the peaceful and rules-based
settlement of maritime borders in accordance with
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS)". [Rappler]

Japan invests more in SE Asian
infrastructure than China, Vietnam-Japan
relations in focus

(jk) Vietnam, who will take over as ASEAN chair next
year and also serves as the coordinator of the ASEAN-
Japan relations for 2018-2021, has signed a MoU to
develop cooperation in defence industries with Japan
last month. [ViethamPlus] Last week, the Viethamese
People’s Navy and the Japan Maritime Self Defense
Force held a joint naval exercise, after a three-day port
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call, in order to further develop their "extensive
strategic partnership". [The Diplomat] In addition, and
with regards to foreign investment, in particular
infrastructure-investment, Japan invests significantly in
Vietnam. Not only does Japan outspend China in all of
Southeast Asia on infrastructure (Japanese investment
in SE Asia's six largest economies is around $367 billion
while China has put in $255 billion according to data
provided in February 2019), it focuses on Vietnam in
particular with pending projects worth over US$200
billion, more than half of Japan'’s total investment.
[Bloomberg]

Singapore, Jordan look forward to deeper
cooperation

(cl) Singapore’s President Halimah Yacob said that as
small countries with limited resources, both Singapore
and Jordan must remain nimble to deal with external
challenges. [Straits Times] During a state visit to
Singapore, both countries committed to setting up a
bilateral consultation mechanism to enhance
communication between their officials and signed an
agreement to promote cooperation in water resource
management. [Channel News Asia]

Singapore’s Trade and Industry Minister further
commented that as Singapore and Jordan are hubs in
their regions, a deeper partnership between the two
countries will expand companies’ reach in ASEAN and
the Middle East. He welcomed Jordanian partners to
use Singapore as a platform to reach out to Southeast
Asia and the wider Asia region, and expressed hopes
that Singapore can also work with Jordan to access the
wider Middle East and North Africa region. [Straits
Times 2]

The Singapore-Jordan relationship goes back to when
Singapore first became independent in 1965, and
Jordan was one of the four countries to sponsor
Singapore’s membership application to the United
Nations. Moreover, Jordan'’s first free trade agreement
in Asia was with Singapore, which was noted by King
Abdullah Il as he affirmed the strong ties between both
countries. [The New Paper]

Philippine President Duterte stands by
China despite pressure over sea collision

(cl) Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte is standing by
China, despite pressure to review his friendly stance
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towards Beijing after a ramming incident in the South
China Sea. In his first public statement about the
incident on Monday, Duterte said that Philippines
would not escalate tensions with China by sending
military ships to the South China Sea following the
collision. He has stuck to his pro-China stance despite
calls from the opposition, led by the Vice-President to
change his “passive” China policy by asserting the
nation’s rights in the disputed waters. [South China
Morning Post] The Vice President has also called on the
government to demand the Chinese fishermen will be
held responsible. On a similar note, the Philippines’
Defence Secretary stated that the Chinese, in fleeing
instead of rescuing the crew, were “cowardly” and
should apologise and offer compensation. Mr Duterte’s
seeming rush to defend Beijing has angered many
Filipinos on social media. [Bloomberg]

Previously, the Chinese Foreign Ministry described the
incident as an accidental collision, and denied that its
vessel sank the Philippine boat and abandoned its
crew. Echoing this, Beijing's embassy in Manila further
advised that politicising this interpretation is not
appropriate, given the friendly relations between both
countries. [Financial Times] While on Thursday, the
Philippine Foreign Secretary rejected China's proposal
to jointly investigate the boat collision, two days later,
President Duterte accepted it, stating that in doing so,
the Philippines was not relinquishing its sovereign
rights. [Reuters] In a statement on Sunday, senators
have, however, objected to Mr Duterte’s decision,
arguing that it would only undermine the country’s
control over its waters in the South China Sea and go
against their Fisheries Code, which mandates the
government to safeguard the safety of their fishery
and aquatic resources and prosecute local and foreign
violators. [Rappler]

Hope for MH17 victims’ families after
suspects named, charges filed

(cl) AlImost 5 years after the tragedy surrounding
Malaysian Airlines Flight MH17, four suspects have
been named on Wednesday. International
investigators have levelled murder charges against
three Russians and a Ukrainian national whom they
said were responsible for shooting down the aircraft
over Russia-controlled Ukraine, killing all onboard. [The
Guardian] While Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
was critical of the charges, labelling the move a
political plot against Russia, Malaysia's representative
on the investigation team said his government
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supported the probe and its latest conclusions.
[Reuters]

Each suspect faces two charges - first, crashing Flight
MH17 and second, murdering the occupants onboard
the flight. However, while there were expectations that
Russian military officers would be charged, based on a
statement by a Ukrainian minister and reports in
Dutch media, all four suspects turned out to be senior
figures in the Donetsk People’s Republic in eastern
Ukraine. Investigators have also admitted that it was
unlikely that suspects would appear in the dock in the
Netherlands as the Russian and Ukrainian
Constitutions forbid extradition of their nationals to
any other country. [CNN]

In response to these murder charges, the US, Britain
and Australia have called upon Russia to ensure that
any indicted individuals currently in Russia face justice.
However, Russia has slammed the “absolutely
unfounded accusations” over the downing of the

plane, which it said were aimed at discrediting Russia
in the eyes of the international community. [BBC News]

Background Reading

Mega dams, sand mining and renewable
energy: Navigating a new course for the
mighty rivers of Southeast Asia

(jk) This recorded session at the Foreign
Correspondence Club Thailand in Bangkok deals with
water resource management, mainly focusing on
Southeast Asia. The Mekong, Irrawaddy and Salween
rivers rise pass through China, Myanmar, Laos,
Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam. They are critical for
tens of millions of people, are a haven of biodiversity


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-phdlily-l-oi/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-phdlily-l-od/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-phdlily-l-oh/

and home to critically endangered species. Agri- and
aquaculture, hydropower, sand mining and climate
change are among the factors that put the rivers are
under huge pressure. The panel discusses " issues
surrounding the mighty rivers of the Greater Mekong
region and sustainable solutions that will allow these
rivers to remain healthy and maintain productive
ecosystems able to sustain biodiversity and livelihoods
for future generations." [ECCT Youtube]

A Pakistani homeland for Buddhism?

(Is) A fascinating article in the Journal of South Asian
Studies describes how, at the time when Pakistan was
created as a homeland for Indian Muslims during the
1947 Partition of British India, Pakistani historians
struggled to forge a unifying history for the new
Muslim nation-state through Islam. In response, the
article shows that Pakistani museum curators co-opted
and reframed Buddhist sculptures from before the
arrival of Islam to differentiate Pakistan from India and
to make sense of Pakistan’s recently drawn borders
and to build global cultural connections to Southeast
Asia and Europe. [Journal of South Asian Studies]
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