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China/Hong Kong: Anti-extradition law

protesters back on the streets again 

(dql) ln the latest of a series of protests against the

currently suspended extradition law tens of thousands

marched last Sunday again to demand a complete

withdrawal of the bill and the resignation of Hong

Kong's Chief Executive Carrie Lam. [South China

Morning Post] [Quartz]

In latest development, China's PLA declared that it will

not interfere in Hong Kong's internal affairs. [Reuters]

 

China: Surveillance app installed in mobile

phone of Xinjiang travelers

(dql) According to findings of a group of media

outlets China’s border authorities routinely install a

surveillance app on smartphones of travelers who

enter Xinjiang by land from Central Asia. The app,

which is installed when the phones are

inspected, gathers personal data from phones,

including text messages and contacts, and also checks

whether devices are carrying visual or auditory
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material which match any of more than 73,000 items

listed within the app’s code, including Islamic State

publications, recordings of jihadi anthems and images

of executions. [New York Times] [The  Guardian]

The findings underscore Xinjiang's transition into a

police state where the government has been

employing high-tech surveillance and enormous

manpower to monitor and subdue the area’s

predominantly Muslim ethnic minorities.

 

Taiwan: Rally against referendum law

revision

(dql) Tens of thousands took to the streets in Taipei on

Sunday to protest against an amendment of the

Referendum Act passed last week on behalf of the

ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP). [AiR

4/6/2019]

The rally was organized by the opposition Kuomintang

(KMT) which accuses the DPP of eroding voters’ rights

with the amendment and to misuse the revision as a

strategy to win the 2020 presidential and general

elections. [Focus Taiwan]

The amendment allows for national referendums to be

held only every two years on the fourth Saturday of

August, starting from 2021. As a consequence, future

referendums will be separate from national elections

which are held in even-numbered years. The rally was

staged ahead of the KMT’s primaries to select the

party’s candidate for the presidential race next year.

 

Japan: Official campaigning for Upper

House election kicked off

(dql) Last week, official campaigning for the Upper

House election, scheduled for July 21, kicked off. The

election is widely seen as a make-or-break vote for

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s (LDP) career-long efforts

to revise the country’s Constitution with regard to the

legal status of Japans military, the Self-Defense Forces

(SDF). Opposition parties reject the move fearing an

expansion of the SDF’s missions. The constitutional

reform would require that the Liberal Democratic Party

(LDP) and likeminded forces retain their current two-

thirds supermajority necessary to launch a national

referendum to enable the reform. [Japan Times]
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South Korea: Minor parties protest

against main parties’ parliamentary

compromise

(jyk) Three minor parties that allied with the ruling

Democratic Party (DP) to push for electoral and judicial

reform called foul at the compromise the DP reached

with the main opposition Liberal Party (LKP). The

agreement would give one of the two parliamentary

committees’ chairs to the LKP which would end the

months-long parliamentary impasse between the two

parties in exchange [AiR 1/7/2019]. Passing a

committee chair to the LKP would allow the party to

delay the legislative process indefinitely threatening to

let the electoral reform “go up in smoke”. The reform

would introduce a proportional representation election

system, which the minor parties deem crucial for their

parties to survive the general election in 2020. Despite

their warning that the DP “imperil(s) political

cooperation between the four parties’ alliance toward

reform”, the DP is unlikely to give in and to sacrifice

the chair to the judicial reform committee and pass it

on to the LKP, as judicial reform bills has been the

Moon Jae-in administration’s main agenda. [JoongAng

Daily]

 

Mongolia: Concerns over dismissal of

judges

(dql) Transparency International expressed extreme

concerns over the dismissal of 17 judges two weeks

ago by the Judiciary Council and National Security

Council. The judges, accused of corruption, were

dismissed on the basis of amendments to the laws

governing the judiciary and anti-corruption agency

adopted in an emergency session of the parliament in

March, at a time when two-thirds of Mongolia’s

76 lawmakers were investigated over allegations of

embezzlement of public funds. [Transparency

International] [AiR 1/4/2019]
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India: Congress in turmoil as Rahul Gandhi

resigns

(cl/ls) A month after PM Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) crushed the oppositional Congress Party in the

general elections Rahul Gandhi and several other

senior Congress leaders resigned from office. [India

Today]

However, the Congress has refused to accept Gandhi’s

resignation amid speculations that he would be

persuaded to continue heading the party motivated

protests urging him to continue at the Congress helm.

[New York Times]

Before the rise of the BJP under Modi, the Congress

party was the dominant political force in India. [CNN

News] Adding to the party’s turmoil, the Congress-led

coalition government in the Indian state of Karnataka

just faced the resignation of 10 Congress and 3 Janata

Dal (Secular) Members of the state’s Legislative

Assembly prompting the parties to make frantic efforts

to reach out with attractive offers to the rebels who,

however, rejected. [Times of India] [Hindustan Times]

 

India: Constitution’s Articles on Jammu

and Kashmir will be scrapped

(cl) India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) plans to

scrap Articles 370 and 35A of the Indian Constitution.

Art. 370 grants special status to Jammu and Kashmir

and limits Parliament’s power to make laws concerning

the state (Art. 370). Article 35A empowers the state

assembly to define “permanent residents” for

bestowing special rights on them. [Times of India]

[Times Now News]
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Pakistan: Anti-corruption campaign with

(un)intended side effects

(ls) Prime Minister Imran Khan’s anti-corruption

campaign, implemented by the National Accountability

Bureau (NAB), is facing increasing criticism. Members

of the business community complain that civil servants

across the country refuse to sign off on projects in fear

of bribery charges, leading to a partial economic

standstill. Moreover, the focus of the NAB so far on the

new government’s political foes has prompted

accusations it is a one-sided purge backed by

Pakistan’s powerful military, which is seen to favor

Khan. [Reuters]

A number of Pakistan’s opposition politicians including

former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif are in jail on

corruption charges. Sharif’s brother and former Punjab

Chief Minister Shehbaz Sharif was also arrested last

year. Last week, a senior leader of the Pakistan Muslim

League-Nawaz (PML-N) was arrested by the Anti-

Narcotics Force (ANF) for “possession of a huge

amount of drugs”, allegedly found in his car. Moreover,

media censorship is on the rise. [The Hindu]

 

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court suspends

executions

(ls) After Sri Lanka’s president Sirisena has signed four

death sentences last month effectively ending a 43-

year moratorium, the executions have been

suspended by the Supreme Court granting interim

relief. Sirisena claims the new policy is in part inspired

by the Philippines’ bloody drug war. [Reuters]

Prime Minister Wickremesinghe stated, however, that

a majority of MPs were against resuming executions.

The president defended his decision in a telephone

conversation with UN Secretary-General Antonio

Guterres by claiming the need to “save the country

from drugs”. He also accused the European Union

critical of the policy change of interfering in internal

affairs. [Straits Times]

In recent years, thousands of committees were formed

in schools and villages to create awareness about

drugs. These committees were vocal in demanding the

government to hang hardcore drug dealers. But

Sirisena is also likely to eye his reelection: Prior to the

Easter Day terror attacks, his approval ratings were

strong. He was expected to get votes from both liberal
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and conservative sections of the country. The attacks

marred this image. [DW]

 

Bangladesh: Sweeping NGO law draws

criticism

(ls) Expressing grave concern over the draft of the

Volunteer Social Welfare Organizations (Registration

and Control) Act 2019, local and international

development organizations in Bangladesh called upon

the government to change, edit and repeal some of the

sections that are unclear and conflicting. According to

the law, all NGOs have to register, and renew their

registrations every five years. Failure to renew

registration or rejection by the authority will result in

the dissolution of the NGO. Moreover, NGOs can be

dissolved if government authorities have reason to

believe they are not in the best interest of the public or

have broken the law. [Dhaka Tribune]

 

Bangladesh: Government announces

social media interventions

(ls) The government of Bangladesh announced to

introduce a social media content control system as

part of its “safe Internet” campaign from September,

enabling authorities to intervene on content uploaded

on social media platforms, such as Facebook or

YouTube. Dhaka has in recent months been trying to

gain more control over social media tools in what it

says is a bid to stop fake news. However, critics have

pointed to the deep impacts on freedom of speech.

[Arab News]

 

Sex trafficking in Bangladesh

(ls) In Bangladesh, the business of sexual exploitation

has thrived in recent years. The Bangladesh

government estimates that 100,000 women and girls

are working in the country’s sex industry and one study

reports that less than 10% of those had entered

prostitution voluntarily. While prostitution is legal,

trafficking and forced labor are not. But poor

enforcement of legislation in a country where women

are easy prey means traffickers act with impunity. The

Guardian has published an in-depth report that

illustrates the large scale of the problem. [The

Guardian]
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Cambodia: Hun Sen condemns use of

rights as political tool

(dql) In a speech to the United Nations Human Rights

Council last week Cambodia's Premier Hun Seen

fiercely rejected Western pressure over his

government's human rights record, criticizing "groups

and institutions" for refusing to acknowledge his

country's efforts in improving human rights as they

pursue a political agenda of regime change in

Cambodia "at all costs" and accusing them of

"implementing double standards in assessing human

rights practices in Cambodia, in order to slow down

development and harm Cambodia’s dignity". He,

furthermore, blasted certain influential countries

for using human rights as an instrument to interfere

with weaker nations' sovereignty and independence.

[Phnom Penh Post]

In a related development, the Cambodian government

decided to accept 173 out of 198 recommendations

made by 73 UN member states during the Kingdom’s

third Universal Periodic Review. 25 recommendations

related to the Cambodia National Rescue Party which

was dissolved last year were rejected as politically

motivated. [Khmer Times]

 

https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-pkjjult-l-jl/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-pkjjult-l-jr/


Indonesia’s Supreme Court upholds jail

sentence for woman who reported sexual

harassment

(cl) Indonesia’s Supreme Court rejected an appeal and

jailed a woman who tried to report her employer for

alleged sexual harassment, finding her guilty of

violating the strict anti-pornography laws and

overturning her acquittal by a lower court. [The

Washington Post] The woman had complained of

getting lewd phone calls from the principal of a high

school where she worked, resulting in the principal

losing his job. Subsequently, in 2015, the principal

reported her to the police, leading to her conviction.

The ruling is criticized for opening wide a door for

perpetrators of sexual violence to criminalise their

victims. [BBC News] [Jakarta Post]

The woman’s legal team can hope now only for an

amnesty from the president after having exhausted all

other legal avenues. Although President Joko Widodo

previously suggested the woman could seek clemency

from him if she did not find justice through the judicial

channels, a spokesman for the President’s office now

declined to comment on the ruling. [New Straits Times]

 

Indonesia' environment: Country rejects

to be turned in a dumping ground/Jakarta

residents sue government over air

pollution

(cl/jk) Indonesian officials announced to crack down on

trash imported from the world’s richest countries after

an increase of toxic waste ‘exported’ to the country.

Port authorities have boosted checks after a random

inspection in May led to the discovery of more than 80

containers containing illegal waste from the US,

Australia and Europe, with the US being the worst

offender. [Bloomberg] Now, tougher counter measures

are planned. China’s restrictions and bans on imports

on environmental grounds led the Indonesian

authorities tighten their monitoring process. [World

News]

Indonesia’s more stringent environmental policies

follow a trend among neighbouring countries in

Southeast Asia. Last month, Malaysia announced to

send back more than 3,000 tonnes of scrap plastics

back to countries including Australia, Japan, and China

followed in June by the Philippines returning dozens of
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illegal containers of waste back to Canada.

[Independent] [Guardian]

Environmental standards in Jakarta remain, however,

in the spotlight. Now, residents filed a lawsuit against

the government over the toxic levels of air pollution.

[CNN News] Jakarta has been shrouded in hazardous

smog for much of the past month with air quality

readings recording high concentrations of harmful

microscopic particles. As a response, the head of

Jakarta’s environment agency denied that Jakarta had

the world’s worst air pollution citing lower government

figures that used a different methodology of

measurement. [Guardian]

Several times last month, Jakarta was ranked as the

most polluted city in the world, sparking a storm of

social media criticism. [Aljazeera] Air Visual, an

independent online air quality index monitor, pegged

the air in Jakarta at the "very unhealthy" level of 231 on

some days in June, higher than notoriously polluted

cities like New Delhi and Beijing. Environment groups

blame the air pollution on vehicle fumes, smoke and

emissions from coal-fired power plants that ring

greater Jakarta. [The Daily Star]

 

Indonesia to rehabilitate children linked

to terror activities

(cl) Facing the challenge posed by returning Indonesian

ISIS fighters, the country has implemented a rehab

scheme involving safehouses that provide

psychological and social care to the children of suicide

bombers and children directly involved in terror plots.

Rehabilitation efforts will contain lessons about

Indonesia's national heroes and Pancasila, the nation's

ideology stressing unity which will be interpreted as a

quest of respect for ethnic and religious minorities.

[Channel News Asia] [The Economist]. The safehouse

head stated that it was challenging to deal with

children as they believed in radicalism and that

bombing was a good thing. A Human Rights Watch

campaigner has stated that deploying children in such

a way is indefensible and deplorable, adding that the

2018 incidents were the first-time suicide bombers

used their own children in attacks in Indonesia.

Counsellors have also noted that the children that

survived had been subjected to years of extremist

indoctrination by their families. [Human Rights Watch]
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Indonesia: Terrorist Jemaah Islamiah (JI)

on the rise?

(hg) After the arrest of JI leader Para Wijayanto signs of

the group’s rise are emerging. The Southeast Asian

offshoot of al-Qaeda seems to be engaged in self-

funding activities with income from palm oil

production combined with a renewed focus on

recruitment in an effort to regenerate and consolidate

the group. With a more sophisticated leadership and

organization a “neo-JI” seems to have more than

recovered from its near destruction in 2007 after the

new JI used the Syrian civil war as a training ground

from 2013-2018. After recruitment, indoctrination,

training, funding and organization have significantly

been enhanced JI is a seriously dangerous group now.

A game changer on this path seems to have been JI’s

palm oil plantations which generate recurring income

at a relevant scale. [South China Morning Post]

 

Malaysia to take action against school

over “anti-palm oil propaganda”

(cl/jk) Malaysia’s Education Ministry announced to take

action against an international school for spreading

“anti-palm oil propaganda”. [New York Times] A video,

which was circulated widely for a week on social

media, showed students talking on stage about the

decrease in the number of orang utans due to the

production of palm oil. The government sees this as an

undue involvement of student propaganda activities in

direct conflict with national policy that “can affect the

good name of the country”. [Reuters]

Malaysia, the second-largest palm oil producer after

Indonesia, has been increasingly vocal against foreign

and domestic criticism that the cultivation of the crop

is resulting in deforestation and wildlife habitat

destruction. It relies on palm oil, a daily commodity, for

billions of dollars in foreign exchange earnings and

hundreds of thousands of jobs. [Channel News Asia]

 

Malaysia discusses to lower voting age to

18?

(cl) The Malaysian government has tabled a motion in

Parliament to amend the Federal Constitution and

lower the voting age from 21 to 18. This move would

require the support of two-thirds of Parliament. Ruling
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coalition Pakatan Harapan (PH) and its allies currently

control 139 seats, and are nine votes short of the

number needed. [Channel News Asia] The opposition

has made support of the change conditional, chief

among which is the provision for automatic voter

registration to allow for citizens’ names to be

automatically added to the electoral roll when they

reach voting age. The opposition also plans to table its

own proposal, as a Private Member’s Bill, to similarly

lower the age of candidates standing for election from

21 to 18. [Malay Mail]

The vote will likely take place on 17th July, before the

current parliamentary sitting ends. If passed, it would

mark the first amendment with cross-party support in

Parliament since PH took power last year, and would

mean that over half of Malaysia’s 30 million citizens will

form the electorate by the next general election due in

2023. [The Star]

 

Malaysia’s Islamic affairs minister defends

himself over Uighur “training centre

remarks”

(cl) Malaysia’s Islamic Affairs Minister has been accused

of visiting an internment camp built by Chinese

authorities for its Uighur minority and calling it a

“training centre” and the remark that foreign reports of

Uighur oppression in China were “false news”, a

statement which he then clarified as referring to

Muslims in China in general. [Radio Free Asia]

According to Amnesty International, more than 1

million detainees are forced to political indoctrination,

renunciation of their faith, mistreatment and in some

cases, torture. [The Asean Post] [South China Morning

Post]

 

Malaysian PM Mahathir urges UMNO

members to join his platform

(cl) PM Mahathir urged members of rival party UMNO

to join his party after it performed well in a former

UMNO stronghold, the state of Johor, noting that other

new Malay-based parties were about to emerge what

would further split up and weaken the Malays in

multinational Malaysia. [Malay Mail]

Mahathir was UMNO president during his first stint as

prime minister from 1981 to 2003, but left to form his

PPBM in 2016, which then joined the governing
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Pakatan Harapan coalition that defeated the UMNO-

led Barisan Nasional in the general election in May last

year. [Straits Times] UMNO stated in response that

PPBM would not be attractive to members of other

Malay parties as PPBM was responsible for

encouraging liberal values and the erosion of Malay

rights by appointing politicians from the Chinese-based

DAP to head important ministries. [Free Malaysia

Today]

The debate reflects the state of volatility in the multi-

ethnic state after UMNO lost its historical position as

both the chief representation of the Malays and the

party which led every government since independence

in 1957.

 

Myanmar: Court drops case against

journalist

(hg) A journalist accused of defaming hardline

nationalist monk Wirathu has been acquitted after a

two year trial. In 2017, Wirathu’s supporters, who

critics dub the "Buddhist Bin Laden" for his hateful

preaching against Muslims, pressed charges against

the journalist under the telecommunications law which

is often used against reporters and activists.

In his facebook article the journalist had quoted an

abbot calling for Wirathu to be expelled from

monkhood for publicly praising the killers of a

respected Muslim lawyer, who also was a close

confidant of Aung San Suu Kyi. The decision bucks a

trend with Myanmar currently being ranked 138th in

the world for press freedom with the number of

defamation cases dramatically rising since Suu Kyi's

government came to power in 2016. [Channel News

Asia]

 

Myanmar: Synthetic Drug Production

Soars

(hg) Currently Myanmar is fast developing to become

the world's biggest producer of methamphetamine

and other synthetic drugs with Myanmar's Shan state,

which borders both China and Thailand, as its “wild

wild east”. For more information, check out an

interesting expert discussion’s transcript here or just

listen.
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Philippines: UN urged to probe deaths in

Duterte’s war on drugs

(cl) More than two dozen countries have formally

called for a United Nations investigation into

thousands of killings in Philippine President Rodrigo

Duterte’s war on drugs. Iceland submitted the draft

resolution backed by mainly European states.

[Bloomberg] This is first time that the UN Human

Rights Council is asked to address the killings. Duterte

had previously suspended the drug war twice in the

past two years to investigate alleged abuses by drug

police, but later allowed them to continue without

significant reforms.

While the Duterte government insists that more than

5,000 suspected drug dealers killed by police had all

put up a fight, activists have said that at least 27,000

have been killed since 2016. [Reuters] The Philippine’s

Justice Secretary stated that it has never been

government policy to kill suspects who did not put up a

fight with law enforcement over arrests to add that the

government is prepared to face any inquiry to

“disabuse the minds of those who rely on or give

undue credence to selective, if not biased, second-

hand information”. [South China Morning Post]

Recently, a three-year old toddler was shot during a

drug for which twenty police officers were suspended

from duty. [South China Morning Post 2] A senator

who initially led President Duterte’s drug war

dismissed the killing as collateral damage.

Campaigners see drug war killings as a possible crime

against humanity. Although the Philippines have pulled

out of the International Criminal Court, the court

pushes ahead with a preliminary examination.

[Guardian]

The national Commission on Human Rights also stated

that it would investigate the shooting  that killed the

toddler stating that minors caught in the crossfire of

the government’s initiative in combating illegal drugs

are not collateral damages but victims. [The Asean

Post]

 

Singapore not signing ILO work

harassment pact

(cl) A landmark pact that aims to combat harassment

and violence in the workplace was adopted by the

International Labour Organisation last month – but
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Singapore abstained from voting for it, joining a

minority of five other governments. [Today] The

Violence and Harassment Convention 2019 is an

international labour standard that will be legally

binding for countries that choose to ratify it, meaning

they will have to adopt laws and regulations mandating

a workplace policy on violence and harassment, so far

as is reasonably practicable. [International Labour

Organisation]

A Ministry of Manpower (MOM) spokesman stated that

“the scope of the convention was cast very broadly”. In

particular, the convention, in proposing that states

recognise the effects of domestic violence and mitigate

its impact in the workplace, would expand workplace

safety and health well beyond the workplace remit.

MOM added that Singapore already has “strong

protections against workplace violence and

harassment”, for instance, employees may seek help

through their companies' grievance handling

processes or approach the Tripartite Alliance for Fair

and Progressive Employment Practices for assistance.

[Straits Times]

 

Thailand: Attack on pro-democracy

activist continues to stir up emotions

(jk) A recent attack on the pro-democracy activist

Sirawith “Ja New” Seritiwat by four unidentified men

with baseball cubs continues to be discussed widely in

Thailand. After some Senators urged authorities to find

the perpetrators warning that "the case could be

exploited for political advantage", accusation were

made on social media that members of the Senate

were in fact behind the attacks. [The Nation] When Ja

New sought police protection, he was told to receive it

"if he gives up activism". [The Nation 2]

 

Thailand: Thanathorn's legal team wants

to revoke suspension/Legal battles reach

the PM

(jk) As mentioned previously, Thailand’s Constitutional

Court accepted to rule on the qualification of

numerous government coalition and opposition

members of the House of Representatives with

regards to shares held in companies registered for

media business. Future Forward's leader Thanathorn,

who is being investigated for similar charges, has been

suspended from parliament while the judicial
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proceedings are ongoing. His legal team has

questioned this fact on Monday and asked the court to

reconsider as they submitted clarifications on the case

to the court. [Bangkok Post]

In a recent development, the PM himself may

encounter a legal challenge of his own. A petition

which was signed by 101 MPs from opposition parties

and submitted to the house speaker last month has

been forwarded by him to the Constitutional Court. It

seeks for the court to rule whether Prayut's status as

PM should be terminated due to a lack of eligibility.

This stems from his role as chief of the National

Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) when he was

appointed PM. Would the court rule he was a "state

official" in his capacity of NCPO leader, his eligibility for

a ministerial post would become null and void. 

[Bangkok Post 2]

Opposition members have subsequently suggested

that, as in Thanathorn's case, the PM should be

temporarily suspended while the case is with the court.

Deputy PM Wissanu has however refuted the

comparison stating that "[t]here will be no suspension

of duty as the complaint is about an interpretation of

whether he was a government official [and ineligible

for a ministerial post] or not; it's not about law-

breaking or corruption". According to him it is

therefore a different case and about a different law.

[Bangkok Post 3]

 

International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia
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China-USA relations I: Thorny path to

trade deal as Beijing insists on tariffs to

be scrapped 

(dql) While Chinese and US trade officials are set to

meet for trade talks in this week [Business Day] after

US President Donald Trump and his counterpart Xi

Jinping agreed at the G20 Summit in Osaka to resume

tradtlks after their breakdown in May, China is

asserting its negotiation position after announcing last

week that all tariffs on Chinese imports added by the

United States during the trade war must be scrapped

as a pre-condition for a possible deal to end the trade

war between the world’s two largest economies.

[CNBC]

Meanwhile, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang stressed in his

speech at the World Economic Forum last week the

“need to maintain equal consultations, seek common

ground, while shelving or managing our differences,

and forge synergies” in the face of the “intensified

negative impact of protectionism” on the world

economy. [World Economic Forum]

 

China-USA relations II: Washington

seeks extradition of Chinese Swiss

resident accused of economic espionage 

(dql) The United States wants Switzerland to extradite

a Chinese researcher accused of helping his scientist

sister steal secrets worth 550 million USD from British

multinational pharmaceutical company

GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). The accused worked at Basel-

based Friedrich Miescher Institute for Biomedical

Research until 2014. His sister, a Chinese-American

scientist, last year pleaded guilty at the U.S. District

Court in Pennsylvania to stealing secrets from GSK.

[Reuters]

 

Cross-Strait relations: Taiwan bars retired

top officials from ‘political events’ backed

by Beijing

(dql) Last week, Taiwan’s parliament approved an

amendment to the Act Governing Relations between

the People of the Taiwan and the Mainland Area which

bans retired high ranking officials – those above the

deputy minister or major-general level – for life from
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attending political events organized by Beijing either

on or outside the mainland.  

The amendment is the latest in a string of legislative

efforts [AiR 4/6/2019] [AiR 1/6/2019] countering

Beijing’s influence to protect Taiwan’s security. Critics

slam it as a violation of the freedom of movement of

the affected. [Focus Taiwan]

Meanwhile, the US State Department has approved a

potential arms sales to Taiwan, with an estimated

worth of 2.2 billion USD. The deal includes 108 Abrams

tanks, 250 Stinger missiles and related equipment.

[Axios]

For policy recommendations on strengthening

Taiwan's political warfare against China, see Kerry

Gershaneck in [Global Taiwan] arguing that "Taiwan

must invest in counter-political warfare education now

to safeguard its freedom and sovereignty, along with

the freedom and sovereignty of like-minded Southeast

Asian nations."

 

Chinese and Laotian Communist parties’

joint theory seminar

(hg) The Communist Party of China (CPC) and the Lao

People's Revolutionary Party (LPRP) held their eighth

theory seminar in China's southeastern city of Xiamen.

The seminar focused on exploring laws of socialist  

modernization in both countries and was attended by

Huang Kunming, a member of the Political Bureau of

the CPC Central Committee and also a member of the

Secretariat of the CPC Central Committee. The seminar

also served to exchange views on building of a

community with a shared future for China and Laos.

[Xinhua]

 

India-China relations: Do increased cyber-

attacks point to future battlegrounds?

(ls) In India concern is growing that China’s cyber

capacities could undermine New Delhi’s conventional

military capabilities in a case of a military conflict.

According to a 2018 governmental report, 35 percent

of cyber-attacks against India were attributed to China.

The Chinese government has repeatedly denied

responsibility for the actions. The difficulties in

attribution and the fact that many attacks remain

below the threshold of a use of force in legal terms
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generally raise the question how to treat such cyber

operations under international law. [The Diplomat]

 

Japan-USA relations: Trump calls for

change of security treaty

(dql) Causing irritation with the Japanese government,

US President Trump called for changes to the US-

Japanese security treaty of 1951/1960 at the G20

Summit in Osaka. While he confirmed not to think

about a withdrawal from the treaty, he described as

"unfair agreement" as "if somebody attacks Japan, we

go after them and we are in a battle" while "[i]f

somebody should attack the United States, they don’t

have to do that." [Factcheck]

Analysts point out that Trump's call for the treaty

revision could complicate Abe’s push to revise Japan’s

pacifist constitution as it could encourage Japanese

hawks to assert their call for a more robust Japanese

military in the face of China's rise. [Reuters] 

Ahead of the Upper House election Trumps remarks

might also damage the Abe administration as the

Prime Minister has been boasting that the military

alliance between Tokyo and Washington has never

been stronger. [Japan Times]

 

Japan-South Korea relations: Japan

reviews removing South Korea from

“white list”

(jyk) The Japanese Ministry of Economy, Trade and

Industry reviews whether to remove Korea from its

white list of countries that enjoy minimum regulations

in export procedures. The move is widely seen as a

retaliatory move Tokyo’s against Seoul which it accuses

of inaction against South Korea’s Supreme Court

rulings of last year ordering Japanese companies to

pay compensation to South Korean victims of forced

labor during Japan’s colonial rule of the Korean

peninsula.

Seoul announced to file a complaint to the WTO, while

the Foreign Ministry convened a government-civilian

strategy meeting with economists and business

leaders to discuss possible countermeasures.

Meanwhile, leaders of Korean conglomerates, such as

Samsung and SK, were flying for a meeting with

Japanese industry officials to discuss the impending
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export curbs. [JoongAng Daily 1] [JoongAng Daily 2]

[Korea Times] [Nikkei]

 

Japan urges Iran to abide by the nuclear

agreement 

(jyk) Japan urged Iran in a statement to abide by the

nuclear agreement and refrain from activities of undue

uranium enrichment, after Tehran revealed it had

exceeded the 3.67% cap of its low-enrichment of

uranium as agreed on in the 2015 nuclear deal.

Analysts observed Iran’s provoking statement was a

distress call for economic relief amid the crippling

sanctions imposed by the US. [Mainichi]

Prime Minister Abe visited Tehran and met with the

Iranian leaders last month and tried to broker a

denuclearization deal with US as a mediator without

avail. [AiR 3/6/2019]

 

Kashmir: Allegations of abuse and torture

by Indian security forces as violence

increases

(ls) After tensions with the Indian authorities in

Kashmir have sharply increased, Kashmiris are calling

for an international investigation into accounts of

abuse and torture by the security forces. A report by a

local NGO found that security personnel got away with

their actions because of laws that give them broad

impunity. India denies the intensifying accusations of

abuses in Kashmir. However, also the United Nations

raised grave human rights concerns in Kashmir,

referring to cases of torture, among other issues, while

detainees were in the custody of Indian security forces.

[New York Times]

Meanwhile, at least five Pakistani soldiers have been

killed after an explosion near the de facto border with

India in Kashmir. Pakistan referred to the incident as

“state-sponsored terrorism”. Since a suicide attack on

Indian security forces and a following military tit-for-

tat, firing across the “Line of Control” has increased,

with civilian and security casualties on either side. [Al

Jazeera]

 

India: World’s largest combat jet deal

under way
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(cl) India has moved a step closer to inviting bids for

the purchase of 114 fighter jets, currently the world’s

largest deal in play, as PM Modi seeks to boost the

capability of the country’s armed forces and replace an

ageing combat aircraft fleet. The deal, valued at more

than USD15b, has attracted initial offers from global

defence majors. [Dhaka Tribune]

Modernising the country’s defence forces is critical for

Modi, who hardly signed any new major arms deals

during his first term, even as twin threats from

neighbouring China and Pakistan loomed. The Defence

Ministry also plans to purchase tanks and armoured

vehicles, as well as engaging in partnerships with

foreign shipbuilders to manufacture submarines in

India. [International Business Times] [Straits Times]

 

Following Easter bombing, Sri Lanka

wants to curb Saudi Arabian influence

(ls) After the Easter Sunday terror attacks in Sri Lanka,

the government announced that the Department of

Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs will start to

monitor previously unchecked money flows to Sri

Lankan mosques from donors including prominent

Saudi families. Since the attacks, a Wahhabi scholar

was arrested, and the government may take over a

Saudi-funded school.

However, until now, ongoing investigations have not

shown that any Saudi money flowed to the plotters of

the attacks. Long before the Easter attacks, minority Sri

Lankan Muslim felt under unjustified suspicion and

critics attribute the recent government moves against

Saudi influence to some degree to a rising

Islamophobia. [Reuters]

 

Nepal: Government halts Dalai Lama

birthday celebration, respecting One-

China Policy

(ls) To mark the birthday of the 14th Dalai Lama, who is

taking refuge in Dharamshala of India, Tibetan

refugees in Nepal and people of Tibetan origin planned

to hold several events. However, the Nepali

government dispatched its police to halt these

celebrations with regard of its “One China Policy”. The

birthday event was to be attended by senior diplomats

of western countries, including the US, Germany and
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the UK, who expressed serious concerns about the

forced cancellation. [Himalayan Times]

 

Bhutan: The challenges of being

sandwiched between India and China

(ls) As the Indian-Chinese power rivalry continues to

leave its traces in the Indian subcontinent, Bhutan has

difficulties to develop a more autonomous position in

bilateral relations with the neighboring giants. Though,

since 2007, a new treaty between India and Bhutan,

which superseded an earlier one of 1949, eradicated

the formal advisory role of India in Bhutan’s foreign

relations and recognized Bhutan as an essential ally,

India continues to effectively control the Himalayan

country’s bilateral relations. This was particularly

visible in 2017’s Doklam standoff, where Bhutan was

prevented to actively engage in the solution of the

conflict. At the same time, Bhutan relies heavily on

Indian investment in and purchase of hydropower,

which renders Bhutan’s position vulnerable. At the

same time, as tourism is the second greatest economic

contributor to Bhutan’s GDP, China commands a

significant economic leverage as well. [Modern

Diplomacy]

 

Indonesia is beefing up BRI participation

(hg) Indonesia has asked China to set up a special fund

within its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) with China

offering projects worth $91 billion on a business-to-

business basis to avoid exposing the government of

default. President Joko Widodo himself made the

request to Xi Jinping on the sideline of the G20 summit

after the initiative has been discussed during the

second Belt and Road Forum in April. Currently, the

most notable BRI venture in Indonesia is a $6 billion

high-speed rail project connecting Jakarta and

Bandung, awarded to a consortium of Chinese and

Indonesian state firms in 2015, followed by a $1.5

billion hydro-power plant, funded by Chinese banks

and being built by the Chinese state firm Sinohydro on

Sumatra, affecting the rainforest habitat of the

endangered Tapanuli orang utans. [Reuters]

 

Indonesia’s Chinese-language presence to

be revived?
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(hg) Indonesia has a long history of anti-Chinese

sentiments culminating in the 1965 killings that

targeted among other thousands of Chinese. In the

aftermath, under Suharto all Chinese-

language education and private media were banned.

The end of the Suharto regime saw the instigation of

racially charged riots against Chinese people again.

More recently, after enraged Muslims massively

campaigned against former Jakarta mayor Ahok – a

Chinese – who was eventually sentenced in 2017 for

blasphemy, caused fear among Chinese again.

However, there are signs of a different trend as well.

Against the background of a rising China and a BRI

increasingly involving Indonesia, there are, at current,

signs of careful renaissance of Chinese media and

language education in the country. [South China

Morning Post]

 

Indonesia is facing Papua's rebels to unite

against Jakarta’s rule

(hg) The three main armed separatist groups in West

Papua that Jakarta claims to be Indonesian territory

have joined forces in their drive for independence

amid thousands fleeing after recent clashes between

rebels and the Indonesian military. See for the

background [Al-Jazeera].

 

New Interpol counter-terrorism unit for

Asia-Pacific region

(cl) An officer from the Singapore Police Force will lead

Interpol’s new Regional Counter-Terrorism Node,

(RCTN) to work with police units in the Asia-Pacific

region encouraging the transfer of intelligence.

Interpol’s executive director of police services stated

that Singapore was chosen as the site of the Asia-

Pacific RCTN because it is an important security hub in

the region, adding that the agency and the government

have invested “substantial capital” to set up the

Interpol’s Global Complex for Innovation. [Channel

News Asia]

The Asia-Pacific team will start with an initial six

officers skilled in various aspects of fighting terrorism,

and will have access to the 18 Interpol databases that

provide, for example, information on foreign terrorist

fighters and social media platforms that terrorists use.

Singapore’s Minister for Manpower and Second

Minister for Home Affairs noted that as crime and

terrorism are increasingly borderless and inventive,
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law enforcement agencies in different countries must

work together more by sharing information more

quickly and pooling resources to coordinate

transnational responses. [Straits Times] Interpol has

established similar counter-terrorism nodes in East

Africa and West Africa.

 

Singapore and Maldives sign agreements

to boost air connectivity, strengthen

bilateral cooperation

(cl/jk) In addition to recent moves of the EU and Russia,

Singapore also shows increased interest in the

Maldives. Now, Singapore and the Maledives have

signed two agreements to expand air connectivity and

further strengthen bilateral cooperation. [Straits

Times] Singapore’s President expressed Singapore’s

appreciation for the Maldives’ support and cooperation

at the United Nations and other multilateral platforms,

along with the Maldives’ leadership as chair of the

Alliance of Small Island States from 2015 to 2018. She

also announced to offer a two-year technical

cooperation package in governance and sustainable

development for the Maldives. [Maldives Insider]

To date, over 1,300 Maldivian officials have

participated in the Singapore Cooperation Programme,

which provides courses and training for officials from

other nations. Singapore has also hosted customised

study visits for the Maldives in areas including finance

and port management.

 

Chinese trawler could have avoided

sinking Philippine boat; experts speak out

on damage to Philippine ecosystem

(cl/jk) A report sent to President Rodrigo Duterte by the

Philippine Coast Guard and the Maritime Industry

Authority revealed that the crew of a Chinese trawler

that sank a Philippine fishing boat last month could

have avoided a collision but failed to do so, then fled

instead of helping the sailors out of the water. The

state-appointed probe team concluded that “by

manoeuvring back and stopping approximately 50km

away from the [fishing boat], with her fishing lights

open, the other vessel can be considered to have

direct knowledge of the distress situation”, however, by

leaving instead of rendering help, the crew of the

Chinese trawler violated maritime laws. [Global Nation

Inquirer]
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The report did not say if the sinking was intentional,

and declined to hold the Chinese liable. It

recommended that Chinese officials conduct their own

investigation. [Straits Times] Philippines’ Foreign Affairs

Secretary stated that he was neither in favour of a joint

probe nor a joint conclusion needing Chinese officials

coming over to investigate something done to the

Philippines in its territory. Previously, Mr Duterte had

been criticised for toeing China’s line in playing down

the incident when he stated that he would wait for the

results of a joint probe by China before taking action.

[Aljazeera]

In addition to this report on the recent ramming

incident, Filipino maritime experts found that China’s

massive fishing fleet, illegal fishing and land

reclamation activities in the South China Sea are

causing at least USD1.7b worth of damage each year to

the Philippines’ reef ecosystem. They cited satellite

images showing at least 1,850 ha of damaged reefs

around Thitu island and elsewhere in the Spratly

archipelago in the southern half of the South China

Sea. [Global Nation Inquirer] According to a maritime

law expert, while the Chinese are not the only

poachers in Philippine waters, China's mass harvesting

of giant clams and corals and a massive island-building

programme in the Spratlys caused the most harm.

[Straits Times] There are furthermore concerns that

intense giant clam harvesting around the Scarborough

Shoal could be a precursor for further island building

activities as has been the case in the Spratlys where

the harvesting took place increasingly before concrete

was poured for island building.

China has dredged huge amounts of sand and coral

reefs to carve out seven artificial islands in the

Spratlys, on which it built runways and radar and

deployed missiles, artillery and other weapons

systems. [Reuters] The government’s policy over

fishing in Philippine waters has become ambiguous as

Philippine President’s spokesman stated in a news

briefing on 3rd July that Mr Duterte and China’s leader

Xi Jinping had a “verbal agreement” to allow China’s

fishing fleet to venture into Philippine waters, which

Philippines’ Foreign Affairs Secretary said he was

unaware of. [Philippines Star]

 

Trans-Asean railway link under way

(hg) The 'Trans-Asean' train linking China, Laos,

Thailand and Singapore is developing driven by

Thailand’s plan to  make the country a logistics hub of

ASEAN with a rail network covering 3,193 kilometers at
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a cost of about $91.4 billion. For more information see

[Today Online]

Fort he Laos-Thailand part see [Xinhua 1], for the

China-Laos part see [Xinhua 2], , and for other current

BRI infrastructure projects in Laos see [Xinhua 3].

 

Myanmar-Japan relations: economic zone

re-imagined as export hub to India

(hg) Japan, in competition with China, works on an

economic zone in southern Myanmar to create an

export base to markets as India. This Dawei special

economic zone shall be developed jointly by Japan,

Myanmar and Thailand based on logistics and port

facilities to be ready by 2030. [Nikkei Asian Review]

 

Background Reading

 

 

ASEAN Economic Outlook 2019: Changing

Skies?

(jk) ASEAN thus far in 2019 performed rather well with

Indonesia, Malaysia and Vietnam recording "5.1%, 4.5%

and 6.8% growth respectively" in the first quarter of

2019.  However, challenges ahead are abundant with

further economic strain likely due to geopolitical

concerns of major powers, as well as ASEAN's own

problems regarding trade and investment barriers and

still some uncertainty regarding RCEP negotiations.

[RSiS]
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