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Law and Politics in
East Asia

China/Hong Kong: Anti-extradition bill
marches continue

(dqgl) Violent clashes erupted between Hong Kong
police and protesters at the end of yet another
demonstration against the controversial extradition bill
on Sunday. According to local police and health
officials, over 40 people were arrested during the
clashes while 28 others sought emergency medical
treatment. Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam,
whose resignation the protesters demand, described
protesters who fought with police over the weekend as
"rioters", a move that is likely to raise tensions.
[Aljazeera] [Channel News Asia]

The march was the protesters' latest in a string of
demonstrations since June 9 and the first major
expression of public sentiment since Lam declared the
bill “dead” but stopped short of withdrawing it last
week. [New York Times] [South China Morning Post]

In a latest development, hunger strikers led a march to
Government House on Monday evening to demand a
conservation with Chief Executive Carrie Lam to urge
her to “respond to the people”. The activists went on
hunger strike two weeks ago. Their demands include a
complete withdrawal of the extradition bill, the
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creation of an independent body to investigate police
behavior during the protests, the retraction of the
“riot” designation of the June 12 protests, as well as an
unconditional release of all arrested protesters. [Hong
Kong Free Press]

China: Critic of Communist Party arrested
over terrorism allegations

(dgl) Underscoring the Chinese government's
continued crackdown on political dissent, a prominent
Chinese activist was detained early July on suspicion of
promoting terrorism. A former member of the now-
defunct New Citizens Movement which called for
democracy and government transparency, the activist
has been known in particular for his public calls on
officials to disclose their wealth in 2014 for which he
was sentenced to two years in jail in 2014. [Channel
News Asia]

Japan's Upper House election: Super-
majority for constitutional revision likely

(jd) In the Upper House election this Sunday, Prime
Minister Abe seeks to receive a mandate for his long-
standing political goal, the revision of the constitution
by amending Article 9 to “enshrine” the role of the Self-
Defense Forces for which a two-thirds majority vote in
both Diet chambers is necessary. According to latest
polls the ruling leading coalition out of Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) and Komeito is set to win 63
seats, the simple majority of the contested 124 seats
(out of a total of 245 seats). Together with other
smaller parties, which support the constitutional
revision, Abe would retain the required two-thirds
majority of 85 vote. [Nikkei]

South Korea: Minimum wage hike
campaign deflates

(dgl) South Korea's government announced last week
to set the minimum wage per hour for 2020 at 8,590
won (7.32 USD), a hike of only 2.9% on a year making it
the lowest since 2010. In 2018 and 2019 the raise was
at 16.4% and 10.9% respectively.

The announcement caused fierce criticism from the
labor sector calling the government’s decision a
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“minimum wage debacle” and accusing President
Moon Jae-in of breaking his election promises. [Nikkei
Asian Review] [South Korea Herald]

Moon apologized and expressed remorse for failing to
fulfill his campaign pledge to raise the minimum wage
to 10.000 won an hour by 2020. [KBS]

Taiwan: KMT presidential candidate
elected

(dqgl) Kaohsiung Mayor Han Kuo-yu is the opposition
Kuomintang's candidate in the 2020 presidential
election in Taiwan after winning the party's primary
against four other contenders.

Han, who last November unexpectedly won the
mayoral race in Kaohsiung - a traditional stronghold of
the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) where
the party had been ruling for the past 20 years - is
known for being in favor of closer relations with
mainland China.

With this outcome of the KMT primary, the issue
“China” will define the presidential campaign as his
contender, President Tsai Ing-wen (DPP), will run a
resolute independence-leaning campaign. [Focus
Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

For background information on Han's career from a
political nobody a few years ago to KMT's presidential
candidate see [South China Morning Post].

North Korea officially makes Kim Jong-un
Head of State

(jd) North Korea has revised its constitution to officially
name Kim Jong-un as the country’s Head of State. Prior
to the revision, the President of the Supreme People’s
Association (SPA), North Korea’'s unicameral legislature,
was technically the head of state. [UPI]

The revision is seen as part of efforts to normalize the
nation’s diplomatic affairs to the rest of the world.
Since March 2018, Kim has met with multiple foreign
heads of state and government. [Bloomberg]
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Law and Politics in
South Asia

India: Congress rushes Scindia to Madhya
Pradesh to prevent political crisis

(kj) The Indian Congress party has urgently sent
General Secretary Jyotiraditya Scindia to Madhya
Pradesh to prevent more Members of the state’s
Legislative Assembly (MLAs) from switching to the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). This strategic move by the
Congress comes in light of 13 MLAs transitioning to the
BJP in Karnataka. [AIR 2/7/2019] In addition, 10 MLAs
transferred to the BJP in Goa. [The Times of India]

Scindia’s engagements, according to political analysts,
were meant to portray unity amongst state leaders of
the Congress. [India Today]

Even though the Congress currently receives majority
support by the state, its position is uncertain. It only
won by a sheer margin in last year's Assembly
elections, and this was only made possible by some
support by the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and
Samajwadi Party (SP). [India Times]

India includes death penalty in child
abuse law

(kj) To counter the rising prevalence of child sex abuse
in India, the Union Cabinet has officially accepted 14
amendments to the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act. Most notably, the death penalty
has been newly incorporated for cases of “aggravated
penetrative sexual assault of children”. Fines and
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imprisonment have also been freshly instituted to
mitigate the generation and transmission of child
pornography. [India Today] [The Daily Star]

Instituted in 2012, the POSCO Act aims to address the
problem of child sexual abuse by furnishing strict legal
provisions. The act highlights various categories of
sexual abuse, such as penetrative, non-penetrative,
sexual harassment and child trafficking. The prescribed
punishment under the Act depends on the severity of
the offence. [First Post]

Pakistan: Technical difficulties or "brazen
censorship"?

(jk) Three news stations that had broadcast a press

conference held by an opposition leader and daughter
of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif were suddenly
unavailable due to "technical issues" last week. [NDTV]

Reporters without borders however, who ranked
Pakistan 142nd out of 180 countries in its 2019 World
Press Freedom Index, have cried foul play and called
the move "brazen censorship" indicative of "disturbing
dictatorial tendencies" and conducted by the Pakistan
Electronic Media Regulatory Authority [Reporters
Without Borders]

Pakistan's government ordered the media regulator
recently not to allow press conferences by politicians
who had been convicted or were on trial. Media
freedom is perceived to be "at its worst in more than a
decade". [Al Jazeera]

Sri Lanka: Political and religious
aftershocks of the Easter attacks

(Is/jk) The Sri Lankan government defeated a no-
confidence motion brought by an opposition party
over what it called “criminal negligence” in failing to
prevent Easter Day bomb attacks on hotels and
churches that killed more than 250 people. The defeat
of the motion is likely to strengthen Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe, who has been at odds with
President Maithripala Sirisena since Sri Lanka's
constitutional crisis last year. Their political differences
widened following the attacks. [Reuters]
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The head of the Buddhist nationalist group Bodu Bala
Sena (BBS) has invited his followers and members of
the group to meet and discuss matters such as who
they will be backing in presidential elections scheduled
for December this year. [Straits Times]

During the rally, he said his group should "aim to take
democratic control of parliament to protect the
community" and create a Sinhala government
themselves. Buddhist hardliners led by BBS have
fuelled increasing hostility against Muslims in Sri
Lanka, especially since the Easter Bombings, saying
they are influenced by the most conservative and
radical Muslims of the Middle East. [Adaderana]

Law and Politics in
Southeast Asia

Indonesia: President Widodo promises
economic reforms and “millennials” as
ministers

(Is/kj) After having won the presidential election earlier
this year, Indonesian President Joko Widodo vowed to
implement a wave of reforms to attract foreign
investment. He announced to quickly lower corporate
taxes, ease stringent labor laws and lift curbs on
foreign ownership in more industries. Indonesia’s
economy grew about 5% in recent years, short of the
7% the president targeted ahead of his first term.
Widodo apparently tries to reassure investors as the
election aftermath saw the deadliest political violence
in Jakarta in two decades after runner-up Prabowo
Subianto’s supporters took to the streets to protest.
[Bloomberg]
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Last week, Widodo and Prabowo Subianto also publicly
put their differences aside and sought reconciliation.
They met on a Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) train, which
was newly inaugurated in Jakarta. [BBC]

Widodo also announced his intentions to involve
young people in key governmental positions. The plan
is a specimen of the international trend of millennials
increasingly being appointed to governmental roles.
Malaysia, for example, has appointed 25-year-old Syed
Saddiq for its Youth and Sports Minister. [Channel
News Asia] [The Jakarta Post]

Laos: Is there an anti-corruption
campaign in the making?

(Is) Since Prime Minister Thongloun Sisoulith came to
power in Laos in early 2016, more officials have been
dismissed because of graft, and new laws created to
tackle it. With growing criticism of corruption within
the ruling Lao People’s Revolutionary Party, it appears
that it is becoming more commonplace to talk about
corruption, which was not the case just a few years
ago. However, observers insist that the nature of
corruption is intimately tied to the operation of the
one-party political system in Laos. Similarities may
therefore be drawn to the anti-corruption campaigns
in China and Vietnam which have largely erve the
purpose of bolstering party rule. [The Diplomat]

Malaysia: Sedition Act in use again

(Is) Despite repeated promises by the Mahathir
administration to repeal the controversial Sedition Act,
a Muslim preacher has become the first to be jailed
under the law since the Pakatan Harapan (PH) coalition
came to power last year. The public prosecutor even
appealed for a stiffer sentence. The convict is a
member of Parti Keadilan Rakyat (PKR), the largest
party in PH. A moratorium on further investigations
under the Sedition Act was put in place by the Cabinet
in October last year, but it lasted only two months.
According to observers, the Sedition Act is being used
by PH to calm growing anxiety among the majority
Malay community. [Straits Times]

Papua New Guinea: Brutal incident of
tribal violence
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(Is) In one of the worst outbreaks of tribal violence in
Papua New Guinea for years, more than a dozen
women and children have been killed in a massacre in
Hela province. Among the victims were eight children
aged from one to 15 and eight women, two of whom
were pregnant, with bodies cut into pieces. Hela
province and other areas in the highlands of Papua
New Guinea have seen rising levels of tribal violence in
recent years, made worse with the increasing
availability of firearms. [The Guardian]

Philippines: Clooney joins international
legal team defending Maria Ressa

(Is/jd) As Maria Ressa, the CEO and executive editor of
the Philippine independent news website Rappler,
faces several lawsuits for cyber libel, security fraud and
tax evasion, she was now able to secure international
legal counsel from Amal Clooney and a colleague, who
specialize in international law and human rights.
Clooney also defended two Reuters journalists jailed
for more than 16 months in Myanmar and freed in
May. [Rappler]

Since the beginning of the year, Ressa has posted bail
eight times and has been arrested twice. Her first
arrest was on the grounds of cyber libel in relation to a
2012 story linking a Philippine businessman to illegal
drug trade and human trafficking. Her second arrest is
on the charges of a violation against a ban on foreign
media ownership. These arrests have been criticized
by the international community to be a part of a
broader clampdown on news media under Duterte’s
administration. [The New York Times] [Philippine Star]

[llustrating the general level of violence against
reporters, gunmen shot dead a radio station manager
in Kidapawan City, a day after another station manager
from the same network was hit by human waste in
nearby Cotabato City. The victim, who anchored a
commentary program in the same station, was the
14th journalist killed under the current administration.
Since 1992, at least 80 journalists have been killed in
the Philippines, with 66 of the victims murdered with
impunity. [Inquirer]

First Philippine suicide bomber confirmed

(jd) At the end of June, two suspected suicide bombers
detonated a bomb in front of a military base in
southern Philippines, resulting in at least eight dead.
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[Manila Bulletin] DNA tests now helped Philippine
security forces confirm that the attack was conducted
by a Filipino suicide bomber. Being the first case of a
suicide attack conducted by a local, the attack marks
an escalation in the use of force by Islamic militant
groups in the country, revealing the Islamic State's
rising influence in Southeast Asia. [Channel News Asia]
[The Straits Times]

Thailand: Formal transition from military
to civil rule

(Is) Putting an end to weeks and months of political
maneuvering over Cabinet posts, Thailand's King Maha
Vajiralongkorn (Rama X.) endorsed the new civilian
government of Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha. The
most important positions went to members of the
former military junta. Some key economic portfolios
were obtained by the 19 parties Prayuth had to bring
on board to give him a slim majority in the lower house
of parliament. [Reuters]

The government formation process has been
compared to horse-trading with the aim of distributing
also financially lucrative positions. Moreover, some
Cabinet members have been criticized as unfit for their
job or even as having a history of serious criminality.
One Deputy Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister had
spent prison time for three years in connection with
the murder of a man. [Bangkok Post 1]

The formation of the government formally ends
military rule in Thailand. The National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO) is constitutionally dissolved
when the new cabinet is sworn in. Media bans were
already lifted and all cases involving offences against
the junta’s orders were transferred to civilian courts.
However, several orders from the time of military rule
have been retained, including the right for police to
detain suspects for seven days on national security
grounds. Others have been made permanent by being
enshrined in the new Internal Security Operations
Command (ISOC) law. Moreover, the Computer Crimes
Act has also been extended under NCPO rule.
[Bangkok Post 2] [Straits Times]

Meanwhile, the Pheu Thai Party elected Sompong
Amornvivat to lead the biggest opposition party in
parliament. He was picked to succeed acting head Viroj
Pao-in, who resigned earlier this month. [Bloomberg]
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International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Outlooks for the global order in the
aftermath of the G-20 summit

(hg) The aftermath of the G-20 summit gives a good
opportunity to have a look on current developments
and discussions pertaining the future pattern of a
shifting world order.

Striking is the variety of possible scenarios amid an
overall situation shaped by great power competition
and a continuing waning of the established liberal
international order. Noteworthy are especially
contemplations of more counter-intuitive pattern of
cooperation and alignment surrounding the currently
apparent Sino-US divide.

Under the impression of apparently friendly
encounters between US President Trump and his
Russian and Chinese counterparts, Putin and Xi,
Michael Ivanovich suggests on CNBC that Washington
has begun a process with Russia and China “that could
create a new world order”.

According to him, Trump, being on reelection
campaign, is seeking positive news and avoiding
conflicts - for now. Yet, the author underlines how high
the stakes actually are. To “pick a fight with Russia and
China” would create an existential threat to humanity
which would be firmly rejected by the American public
according to him. Instead, the commentator sees that
“Trump may have started a process of enduring world
peace” based on the alternative to either cooperate in



a global triumvirate or to perish with the rest of world
altogether. The idea is a new American world order
built around the “three key players whose economic
and civilizational interests call for peaceful co-
existence”. Thus, what begins as a rather opportunistic
reelection strategy of the US President is envisioned to
eventually emerge as a geopolitical move with “an
enormous potential for creating a new world order
based on the foundations enshrined in America’s
inspired and written United Nations charter.” [CNBC]

While the existential threat of a major war will certainly
weigh heavy in the planning centers of the great
powers, the G-20 encounters between the US, China
and Russia seem to be largely overestimated though.

The South China Morning Post highlights another,
entirely different scenario with the Asian ‘big three’' -
Putin, Modi and Xi - joining hands in the so called RIC
grouping (Russia, India, China). [South China Morning
Post 1] Here, the author focuses rather on the trilateral
meeting between the leaders ahead of the Trump-Xi
meeting. Before, Xi called on his Asian peers to take
“global responsibility to safeguard the fundamental
interests of these [three] countries and the world"” vis-
a-vis US protectionism and unilateralism. This vision of
a Sino-Russian-Indo hegemony was underpinned by
Xi's call on the other BRICS states to stand against
“illegal and unilateral sanctions”. [South China Morning
Post 1]

The RIC concept behind this view, which seems to be
more founded than a future US, China, Russia
triumvirate, goes back to the late 1990s when former
Russian Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov suggested
the RIC strategic grouping as “a counterbalance to the
Western alliance.” From the Russian perspective the
vision was to “end [Russia’s] subservient foreign policy
guided by the U.S.,” and “renewing old ties with India
and fostering the newly discovered friendship with
China.” [The Diplomat 1]

The greatest variable in the RIC calculus as a basis for a
newly emerging world order is, obviously, India.
Looking back at good and strategically still important
bilateral relations with Russia from which it receives
much of its arms, India also joins the ‘Quad’, the
partnership between the US, Japan, Australia to
counter a China, which is and will remain Delhi's
strategic competitor in India’s South Asian backyard
with competing interests in Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, the Maldives, and Mauritius while India’s arch
enemy Pakistan has become one of Beijing's core allies.
[For the defense dimension of the Sino-Indian
competition in Sri Lanka see The Diplomat 2]
Nevertheless, the Trump administration has hardly left
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anything out to temper the momentum in the more
recently warming relationships between India and the
US with the Russian S-400 and Iranian oil as the biggest
bones of contention among others.

What the G-20 summit has reflected indeed is the
crucial position India might take on the global stage if it
fosters closer relations with either the Quad or the RIC
grouping as a sort of swing state in the quest for global
hegemony and order as a recent article in the [South
China Morning Post 2] exemplifies. After all, India and
China do not only compete but also border at each
other in the vibrant larger space of Eurasia where they
share partners such as Iran whose present fate is likely
to resemble everything what those harboring anti-
American affects in India could claim.

There are, however, a number of contentious issues
between Beijing and Delhi, even beyond the
geopolitical dimension. While Beijing has just warned
Delhi to not interfere in the choice of the next Dalai
Lama [Economic Times], the Indian army chief had to
deny rumors that PLA soldiers intruded Indian territory
as Chinese citizens protested at Ladakh's Line of Actual
Control (LAC) between China and India after some
Tibetans hoisted Tibetan flags on the Dalai Lama's
birthday. [India Today]

Compared to India-China relations, Sino-Russian
relations are much closer and growing almost by day.
In this context, Saud Bin Ahsen points out in the [Daily
Times] why the Russian-Sino partnership will be
durable referring to a common understanding on the
question of governance, both countries strive for a
central role in global affairs as the flip-side of a strong
anti-hegemonism concerning the West to which they
underscore their historical differences while
policymakers and analysts in both countries
increasingly claim that the West has never changed its
imperialist Cold War mindset. Both countries,
according to this view, have experienced the global
financial crisis of 2008 as a historic turning point and
reflection of the West's inner weakness. Both
governments see each other, moreover, bound
together due to the perception of shared threats from
the West, reinforced by positive experiences in both
younger history, where they found each other on the
same side in international conflicts, while foreign policy
differences have been kept in line and away from
public discussion. Moreover, both countries'
economies are largely complementary while both are
gaining from a large Eurasian economic sphere. [Daily
Times] For a similar view, that, however, hints also at
some limits in bilateral relations between Russia and
China see the [National Interest].
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The current tensions between NATO member Turkey
and the US over Turkey's purchase of the Russian S-
400 that just materialized in the missile defense
system’s delivery highlights the volatility of the present
alignment pattern in the US led alliance. The move
might even lead to an exit of NATO's second biggest
army to join a Russian, Chinese, Iranian axis as a worst
case scenario for the West which would make a US
rapprochement with Russia and China even less likely.
[Wall Street Journal] [Breaking Defense]

This current notion of volatility in Western alliance
structures is also reflected in relations between the US
and one of its most important if not the most
important ally, Japan. While it seems at least possible
that a post-Abe Japan could leave the alliance with the
US in favor of a rapprochement with China, Grant
Newsham has recently analyzed the possibility of an
ending of the U.S.-Japan defense treaty on initiative of
President Trump himself who threatened the Abe
government to do so. [Japan Forward]

Another, more radical possibility concerning the future
alignment pattern in a newly emerging global order
would be a US-Russian rapprochement putting Russia
against China and leaving at least parts of Europe
finally to the Russian sphere of influence. In march this
year, President Trump has indeed announced that a
strong U.S.-Russia alliance would result in a better
world given a "tremendous potential for a good/great
relationship with Russia," as Trump tweeted one day
after he had what he described as a very positive
phone conversation with Russian President Vladimir
Putin adding: "The World can be a better and safer
place. Nice!"

A bit more than a year ago, Harry J. Kazianis from the
Center for the National Interest saw the “very real
possibility that the stars could align for Russia and
America to take on China in the future” adding
“stranger parings have occurred in the past.” [The
American conservative] And indeed, this is exactly
what no other than Henry Kissinger had also
recommended President Trump to do: to work with
Russia to contain a rising China. [The Daily Beast]

What seems clear, to sum up, is that the pattern that
will eventually emerge will not be based on cordial
relationships only, nor will they exclude antagonistic
notions. The pattern of a new global alliance order will
be based on more shared than dividing interests and
might be facilitated by personal preferences of key
actors and, to a certain degree, be eased by shared
visions and values. The countries calling the shots are
the US and China, which will align themselves with
other powers to create a sufficient world correlation of
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forces to dominate the rest if it is not possible to
replace strategic multilateralism with a truly normative
multilateral order. This however, seems more utopian
today than ever after the end of the Cold War.

The battlefields of a future military
conflict over global hegemony

(hg) Two likely battlefields in a coming military conflict
will be the outer space and the cyber space.

A recent [MIT technology Review] examines the
present risks and capabilities of a military conflict in
the outer space with a focus on the US, China and
Russia and raises the question if a space war between
the US and China has already begun.

Especially the US are currently debating how to
revamp its military space capabilities with US President
Trump having called to create even a separate space
force as a fifth military branch added to the army,
navy, air force and marines. For critical voices see
[Breaking Defense], on the background of the debate
two recent pieces in [War on the Rocks 1] [War on the
rocks 2].

Similar to the US efforts, France has just announced
for this September the creation of a space command
as a part of the Air Force, which will replace France's
existing Joint Space Command and will be
commissioned with the task of defending the country’s
satellites. [The Verge] The French Air Force, according
to President Macron, will eventually be renamed as
Space and Air Force. Additionally, France will spend 3.6
billion Euro on the renewal of military satellites. [Russia
Defense]

Meanwhile, India is also developing its own space
warfare capabilities and has, as a show of force, used a
missile earlier this year to destroy a satellite orbiting
the Earth [Business Standard]. As a recent backlash for
India’s space capabilities, the launch of a spacecraft
intended to land on the far side of the moon has just
been aborted due to a technical glitch however [Time].

On China's space force see a report on [Defense One].

Concerning cyber warfare, “the Islamic Republic of Iran
and China are standing in a united front," according to
the Iranian ICT Minister. After a bilateral meeting in
Beijing to discuss "common challenges" in the face of
"U.S. unilateralism," he announced the Sino-Iranian
cooperation "to confront U.S. unilateralism and
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hegemony in the field of IT" and artificial intelligence.
[Forbes]

Russia, China, Iran & Venezuela - “Crypto
Rogues” to challenge US financial control

(hg) Some of the US’ most notable geopolitical
adversaries - Russia, China, Iran & Venezuela - are
adding a new dimension to current efforts to end the
primacy of the dollar. After all, dollar dominance has
enabled the U.S. to deploy tools of financial coercion
and economic sanctions against its adversaries.
According to a revealing report of the American
Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD), under
the title ‘Crypto Rogues U.S. State Adversaries Seeking
Blockchain Sanctions Resistance’, the four US'
geopolitical adversaries are building new systems for
transferring value that work outside of conventional
banking infrastructure and are based on the
blockchain technology and its crypto-currency
applications. By developing alternative payment
systems for global commerce the four countries seek
to reduce the potency of unilateral and multilateral
sanctions to complement traditional sanctions evasion
schemes.

Noteworthy, the report also points at the US dollar
regime as such as the ultimate target of the move. A
relevant scenario in line of this strategy would emerge
if other nations could be convinced to use such a state-
based digital currency to conduct trade in the
adversary's major commodity export, such as oil. [FDD]

Similar to these developments, India and Russia have
also agreed on a new payment system through their
national currencies to handle their multi-billion-dollar
defense deals in an attempt to avoid US sanctions over
India’s purchase of the Russian S-400. [Bloomberg]

See the full FDD report [here].

China: International community divided
over Beijing's Xinjiang policy

(dqgl) Countries across the globe are divided over their
assessment of China’s Xinjiang policy. While a group of
22 countries issued a joint letter to United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights expressing
concerns about “arbitrary detention in large-scale
places of detention, as well as widespread surveillance
and restrictions, particularly targeting Uighurs and
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other minorities in Xinjiang” [Human Rights Watch], 37
others states acknowledge China's human rights
achievements “by adhering to the people-centered
development philosophy and protecting and
promoting human rights through development” as well
as its counter-terrorism efforts where “China has
undertaken a series of counter-terrorism and
deradicalization measures in Xinjiang, including setting
up vocational education and training centers.”
[Reuters] [Global Times]

For an overview of “condemning” and “defending”
countries see [CNN].

China-US trade war: Beijing announces
lowest economic growth since 1992

(dql) Signaling impacts of the trade war with the USA,
China's economic growth has slumped to its lowest
level in nearly three decades. According to government
figures, China's gross domestic product grew at 6.2% in
the quarter April to June, the slowest quarterly growth
rate since 1992 and down from 6.4% in the previous
quarter. [New York Times]

US President Trump took the latest data on the slowing
economic growth in China as proof for the impact of
US tariffs while warning that Washington could put on
more pressure on China amid efforts to resume trade
talks. [Reuters]

China’s top negotiator in the trade talks with the
Trump administration, meanwhile, assured at a
symposium of local government officials and business
representatives in Nanjing that China's
“macroeconomic indicators of growth, employment
and consumer prices are all within normal ranges” and
that “the pressure on the economy is the result of
cyclical, institutional and structural factors, a normal
phenomenon in the development of the economy.”
[Xinhua, in Chinese] [South China Morning Post]

Challenges for a US military strategy to
fight adversaries

(hg) An American war against China or Russia is an
openly discussed scenario these days. After the US.
Defense Department’s 2018 National Defense Strategy
initiated a major course correction shifting the focus
from the Global War on terror to the challenges by
“revisionist” powers such as China and Russia. Yet, the
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proper strategy seems still elusive after a Rand study
from March this year revealed a potential defense
disaster for the US in case of a war against the jointly
advancing Russian - Chinese forces. [Task & Purpose]
[National Interest]

Measures to bolster US defense capabilities are
manifold and affect US arms policy, major foreign
policy decisions and the US international posture at
large.

In a [Japan Times] commentary Hal Brand discusses
the concept of ‘horizontal escalation’ as a strategic
alternative to a direct confrontation with China or
Russia. Horizontal escalation aims at the adversary's
weaknesses outside the theater where a fighting
started. Instead it is sought to distract, punish or
weaken the enemy at the margins for example by
means of a blockade, financial and economic sanctions
or retaliations against its allies. [Japan Times]

As much as ‘horizontal escalation’ might be a
complementing strategy as much does it fail if the
adversary choses to seek a direct escalation at the
central theater of war. Then another strategy of
concentrated and sustaining military might would be
required. For suggestions for the formulation of such a
still lacking strategy for the US see Elbridge Colby in
[Foreign Policy].

Meanwhile, a potential war with Iran might require
other strategic responses again such as the ability to
counter the sort of hybrid warfare that Iran has
mastered for a long time and to which the US could
have difficulties to respond to. [The Telegraph]

War with Iran Could Disrupt US Strategy
to Confront Russia and China

(hg) With the US and Israel pushing against Iran, Russia
and China are again put on the same side in a major
conflict scenario [Newsweek 1] after the Syrian debacle
and the Russian-Sino support for the US beleaguered
Venezuelan Maduro administration. [Newsweek 2]

In this situation, US Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark
Milley has warned that a war with Iran would have
"significant impact" on the overall National Defense
Strategy which is aimed at great power competition
with Russia and China and whose implementation
would be delayed and disrupted if the US would wage
war against Iran. [Military Com]
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Given the fact that Iran forms a crucial piece in the
Chinese BRI strategy could, however, also give way to
the claim that to attack Iran would mean to
concomitantly place a serious strike against long-term
Chinese interest as well. In this light, a war against Iran
could be claimed as a forceful and preemptive
operationalization of the National Defense Strategy. In
this light, the Army Chief's assessment might not be
shared by everyone dealing with the National Defense
Strategy.

Russia and China are expanding influence
in Central Asia

(hg) As the U.S. struggles to exit the Afghan war - the
longest war fought by the US in its entire history -
Russia and China are vying for influence in Central
Asia, a region that is rising with the ongoing
Eurasiazation of the world, the twin processes of a
growing together of Eurasia and the shift of the global
center of gravity in its direction. Russia and China are
now the powers dominating international efforts to
support the Central Asian state’s fights against Islamic
militants and the provision of diplomatic avenues for
peace talks, tasks with which the US has failed
miserably in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria. [Wall Street
Journal]

In the recent Afghan peace talks between Russia,
china, the US, Pakistan and the Afghan Taliban, India
was notably absent. Although India invested heavily in
Afghanistan and remains the most popular foreign
actor in the country, Delhi was absent and could not
made its concerns heard in the peace talks. [Times of
India]

Russia, on the contrary, has gained significant
diplomatic heft through its role in both the Syrian as
well as the Afghan peace process. China, which is
running a lower profile, also gains through its new role
which reinforces one of the central rationales of its
Belt and Road Initiative which aims at gaining support
of Muslim population countries for Beijing's efforts in
maintaining control of its own domestic Uighur
Muslim-Turk population.

In total, while the US is a leaving power, Russia and
China are gaining influence in correlation with Central
Asian continuously gaining geopolitical weight itself.
Notably is especially both countries’ increasing
diplomatic posture vis-a-vis the West.


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-pkhtde-l-uu/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-pkhtde-l-uu/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-pkhtde-l-ol/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-pkhtde-l-ol/

Sino-Russian Higher Education
cooperation

(hg) China is building closer ties with Russia amid
Western fears of Chinese infiltration through academic
channels, tech theft and exposure to Chinese ‘United
Front’ activities [see generally for the 2015
reinvigorated united front system, War On the Rocks].

Distrust of Chinese academics has resulted in the US in
the FBI urging to monitor Chinese students and
academics [NPR], reports of Chinese students and
academics having difficulties in obtaining US visa or
having experienced unannounced FBI visits without
being accused of any crime [South China Morning
Post]. As a correlation, applications from Chinese
students to study at UK universities have gone up 30%
since last year but Sino-Russian cooperation is also
significantly expanding. [The Guardian]

The number of co-authored publications involving
Chinese and Russian academics has for instance
increased by 95.5 percent between 2013 and 2017.
[Inside Higher Ed]

Against the background of a stunning rise of Chinese
academic capabilities the coming years could well see
the formation of a Eurasian region of significantly
expanded higher education cooperation built around
the emerging Sino-Russian academic axis.

China’s air craft carrier future: Russian
support could be crucial

(hg) After China's first commissioned aircraft carrier -
the 001- has been a rather symbolic commitment to
China’s aspirations as a future global power, China has
developed more capable carriers like the CV-16 and
002 which are using the ski jump technique. Now,
China is about to build up a serious carrier fleet over
the coming years.

Since this year, Chinese carrier development seems to
have entered a new stage, whereby focus is put on
catapult carriers like the 003 and its successors. [The
Diplomat]

This development is complemented by the deployment
of J-15 fighter jets that have to be accommodated by
the new carriers. Insofar, China will have learnt an
important lesson from France. Its only carrier Charles
de Gaulle is so slow due to its insufficient nuclear
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power based propulsion system that it does not create
enough headwinds to reliably launch the aircraft which
severely hampers the carrier's combat capability.

While the Chinese navy needs a sufficiently strong
nuclear reactor to catapult the super heavy F-15 fighter
jets from its future carriers though it has not the
necessary experience in building this kind of miniature
reactors needed for ships. This capability, however,
has developed in Russia long ago for icebreakers which
could make the case for another crucial Sino-Russian
arms cooperation. [South China Morning Post]

China to buy more Russian SU-35?

(hg) China and Russia seem to consider another
purchase of Russia’s advanced Su-35 fighter jets,
ignoring U.S. sanctions again after Beijing already
bought two dozen of the jets for some USD 2.5 billion.
After the sale was responded by the first-ever use of
the Countering America's Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act both countries’ leaders announced to
work harder to minimize their dependence on the US
Dollar. [NewsweeKk]

Russia and China about to close gaps in
military advancement - are they partially
even ahead?

(hg) Hypersonic weapons - glide vehicles and missiles -
are among the most advanced weapon systems of our
times granting those who have them a decisive
strategic edge against powers lagging behind the
relevant state-of-the-art applications. In recent years,
Russia and China have developed a stunning range of
hypersonic weapon platforms that could partly
brought them ahead of what the US is currently able to
field - something outright unthinkable a decade ago.

An assessment of the Russian and Chinese hypersonic
capabilities vis-a-vis the US is provided by a recent
report of the [National Defense Magazine] whereas the
[New Scientist] observes the emergence of an outright
arms race with the rivaling great powers aiming to get
an edge in the development of hypersonic

weapons that, according to the New Scientist, is
already heading out of control.
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China and Russia supporting Cuba to
upgrades railway infrastructure

(hg) Cuba's railway system which has suffered from a
lack of maintenance and new equipment due to both
an inefficient state-run economy and a crippling US
trade embargo is about to be upgraded with the help
of the US' major geostrategic adversaries Russia and
China, setting another sign of a reverse trend of global
influence expansion. After Cuba has received 80
Chinese-made rail cars this spring, Havana has now
signed a US $1 billion deal with Russia to modernize its
railways. [Business Times]

China-Germany relations: First Chinese-
German joint medical drill on NATO
territory

(dgl) China's People's Liberation Army (PLA) is currently
conducting its first joint medical exercise with the
German military (Bundeswehr) in Germany, with
deployment of PLA armored medical vehicles and
involving about 100 PLA medics and 120 support
personnel from the Bundeswehr.

The exercise is conducted at Feldkirchen, Bavaria,
which is around 200 kilometers away from the
headquarters of United States European Command in
Stuttgart, and comes at a time when relations between
Berlin and Washington are strained over a range of
issues, including US demands for an increase of
Berlin's defense spending and Germany's support for
Russia’s gas pipeline Nord Stream 2. [Stars and Stripes]

While the exercise is of low military significance, it
marks a foray into NATO territory symbolically
underscoring China's growing efforts to gain foothold
and influence in Europe.

For an account on China'’s efforts to increase influence
in Germany through organized students see Didi
Kirsten Tatlow in [The Atlantic].

China-Canada relations: Canadian citizen
arrested in China

(dqgl) Further straining relations between China and
Canada, Chinese authorities have detained a Canadian
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student for alleged drug offences, as confirmed on
Monday

The two countries' relations have been steadily
worsening since the arrest of two Canadians in
December who were later charged with espionage.
Their arrests has been widely seen as a retaliatory
move of Beijing for the arrest by Canada that same
month of a senior executive at Chinese
telecommunications giant Huawei that the United
States has declared a security threat. Chinese courts,
furthermore, have sentenced two other Canadians to
death on drug-related charges. [New York Times]

Japan-Russia relations: Moscow rejects
territorial talks

(dql) According to diplomatic sources, Russia has
rejected beginning talks with Japan on the return of
two disputed islands despite an agreement between
Prime Minister Abe and President Putin in November
last year to intensify talks on a peace treaty based on a
key 1956 joint declaration, which states that Moscow
will handover two of the four disputed islands after the
conclusion of a peace treaty. It is believed that Moscow
is fearing that a return of the two islands to Tokyo at
this time would further worsen the currently falling
approval rate for President Vladimir Putin in Russia.
Japan Times]

The rejection of territorial talks is a culmination of a
string of failed diplomatic efforts of both sides to
bridge their differences over the disputed territories
earlier this year and further dims the prospects for a
peace treaty. [AIR 3/5/2019]

Japan-South Korea relations: Clash over
Tokyo’s curbs on high-tech exports to
South Korea

(dqgl/jd) Japan and South Korea'’s relations are
worsening over Japan's imposition of tighter
restrictions on high-tech exports to South Korea,
widely seen as a retaliatory move of Tokyo against
what is view as Seoul's inaction against South Korea's
Supreme Court rulings of last year ordering Japanese
companies to pay compensation to South Korean
victims of forced labor during Japan'’s colonial rule of
the Korean peninsula. [AiR 1/7/2019] [AIR 2/7/2019]
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Following failed diplomatic attempts in the last week
[Korea Herald 1] [Reuters], South Korean President
Moon on Monday reiterated his call for talks warning
Tokyo of “very unwise move" of fusing historical and
economic issues which in the end would hit Japan
much harder than South Korea. He also again rejected
Tokyo's justification of its trade measure with the
South Korea's alleged to enforce sanctions on North
Korea. [Korea Herald 2]

Meanwhile, Japan itself faces accusations of violating
international sanctions against North Korea. Yonhap is
citing UN Reports between 2010 and 2019 according to
which Japan has exported “strategic items and luxury
goods” to North Korea, thereby violating international
sanctions. [Yonhap]

Complicating the dispute, Russia has come up with an
offer to supply etching gas - the key element for
semiconductor production - to South Korea, in a move
that could help Seoul get around Japanese export
curbs. [Nikkei Asian Review]

North Korea: Pyongyang condemns
Seoul’s F-35 fighter jet purchase

(jd) In a move dimming expectations towards the
possible resumption of nuclear talks between the USA
and North Korea after the recent meeting between US
President Donald and North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un at the Demilitarized Zone [AIR 1/7/2019], Pyongyang
has slammed South Korea for purchasing high-tech US
stealth fighters, calling the purchase “impudent” and
announcing as response that it has “no choice” but to
develop “special armaments” to defend itself. South
Korea received in March the first batch of F-35s and is
to buy 40 F-35 fighter jets by 2021. [Reuters] [Wall
Street Journal]

Pyongyang remarks come as Israel's President Rivlin
has arrived on Sunday in South Korea for a five-day
visit cement cooperation between both countries, with
a focus on regional security, a free trade agreement
and advanced technologies. Israel-North Korea
relations are hostile, with North Korea

not recognizing Israel. [Yonhap]

Meanwhile US Forces Korea, in a recently published
annual report “2019 Strategic Digest”, has
acknowledged that North Korea's Hwasong-15, an
intercontinental ballistic missile, can reach anywhere
on US soil, with an estimated reach of around 13000
km. [Japan Times] After North Korea tested the missile
in November 2017, South Korea also acknowledged in
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their Defense White Paper last year that it has a range
of over 10000 km.

This makes the Hwasong-15 the second missile created
by North Korea which is capable of reaching some part
of the US mainland. The other missile is its
predecessor, the Hwasong-14, which is believed to be
capable of reaching most parts of the US mainland.
[Chosunilbo]

Taiwan-USA relations: President Tsai Ing-
wen'’s stopover in the US

(dql) Defying fierce protests from Beijing, Taiwan's
President Tsai Ing-wen arrived in the United States last
week for the first of two transit stops en route to
Carribbean allies. During the stop she reiterated, in a
thinly veiled reference to China, warnings that Taiwan’s
democracy faced renewed threats from "overseas
forces." [CNN]

Her transit stop signals a culmination of a steady
tightening of relations between Washington and Taipei
over the recent years and came only a few days after
the US State Department approved the potential sale
of tanks, anti-air missiles and other military equipment
to the Taiwan worth 2.2 billion USD. [Nikkei Asian
Review] [AIR 2/7/2019]

In response, Beijing fiercely rejected the planned arms
sale and announced that it would sanction US
companies involved in the arms sale. [South China
Morning Post]

Al Qaeda threatens more attacks on
Kashmir

(kj) A video has been released by the Al Qaeda chief
Ayman al-Zawahiri, which revealed plans to seek more
attacks in Kashmir, India. In the video, Zawahiri
attacked the Indians and the Pakistanis, and
communicated the profound level of frustration
amongst militant ranks acting in the region. [India
Today]

Intelligence analysts believe that the video is sparked
by the government's success in isolating separatists
and inspecting terror incidents in Jammu and Kashmir
[NDTV].
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The Indian government disregarded the video, claiming
that these threats are commonplace. In addition, they
state that Indian security forces were well prepared to
counter any danger that Al Qaeda might inflict upon
Kashmir. [Business Standard]

Despite this, Indian intelligence and security officials
are cognisant that Al Qaeda has less self-imposed
restrictions as compared to Kashmiri and Pakistan-
based militant groups. There is a cause of concern,
especially for a group interested in developing its
reputation in the region. [Asia Times]

India aborts moon mission launch due to
a technical glitch

(kj) Less than an hour before lift-off, India has decided
to abort the launch of a spacecraft which was slated to
land on the moon. The Chandrayaan-2 mission was
called off when a technical glitch was detected in the
640-ton, 14-story rocket launcher. The Indian Space
Research Organization says that new launch date will
be made public later. [The Canberra Times]

Chandrayaan-2 is India’s maiden attempt at landing on
the moon'’s surface and is its most prestigious mission
to date. Thus far, this has been achieved only by the
United States, China and Russia. If the mission is
successful, it would be the first mission to land on the
moon’s south pole region. Vital information, such as
chemical composition and the presence of water, can
then be explored. [The Guardian]

Analysts claim that this mission is part of government’s
intentions to showcase India’s supremacy in
technology and security. Its success would
complement its possession of nuclear weapons as well
as its upcoming position as the world’s fifth largest
economy. [Time]

India to buy more Russian fighter jets

(jk) The Indian Air Force (IAF) is looking to buy 18
Sukhoi Su-30MKI and 21 Mikoyan MiG-29 fighter
aircraft from Russia, supplementing the IAF which
already operates close to 350 such aircraft. According
to Russian officials, the request is under review. The
aircraft, just like previously purchased ones, will mostly
be built in India and the likely sale is a continuation of
the supply from Russia to the IAF. [ZeeNews]
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U.S. declares Baloch Liberation Army a
terrorist organization

(jk) The U.S. Department of State has added the Baloch
Liberation Army (BLA) to the country’s Foreign Terrorist
Organization (FTO) listing and is now in line with the
Pakistani government of declaring the BLA a terrorist
organisation [TRT World].

The BLA mainly operates in Pakistan’s Balochistan
province and has been responsible for a number of
violent bomb and other armed attacks. Baloch
militants have increased attacks on foreign investors,
in particular targeting Chinese and Chinese-backed
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects. The
BLA claimed responsibility for instance for the attacks
on the Chinese consulate in Karachi in November last
year and on a bus carrying a group of Chinese
engineers in March. Rebels claim the Pakistani state
exploits the province, e.g. for its mineral and natural
gas resources. [AIR 3/5/19]

While this development can be seen as a victory for
Pakistani diplomacy and a positive sign for Pakistan-US
relations ahead of PM Khan's visit to Washington later
in July [Dawn], this could also lead to a more repressive
response from both the Pakistani as well as potentially
the Chinese side in their effort to protect the CPEC or
otherwise further their agendas. Balochistan lies at the
heart of plenty of geopolitical considerations with
many powers, predominantly the US, China, India, Iran
and of course Pakistan trying to influence the
strategically important region towards their respective
advantages. China has a particular interest in clamping
down on the BLA since it has long been a thorn in its
eye and Beijing will undoubtedly be pleased with the
designation. India will be less happy.

China-gifted frigate arrives in Sri Lanka

(jk) China has gifted a frigate to the Sri Lanka Navy
(SLN) which will be in charge of diverse operations of
the SLN, such as offshore patrol, environment
monitoring or anti-piracy combat. It is considered to be
the SLN's most advanced ship. In addition to the
vessel, the PLA Navy has conducted training for over
100 Sri Lankan naval officers in China. [SLGuardian]
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Another winner of the U.S.-China trade
war: Bangladesh

(Is) Not only Southeast Asian countries are largely
benefiting from the trend to divert production bases
due to the U.S.-China trade war. [AIR 3/6/2019] Also
Bangladesh, which is the world's second-largest
garment exporter, has seen the value of its overseas
sales rise to a record $40.5 billion in the year ended
June 30, coinciding with Trump boosting tariffs on $200
billion of Chinese goods to 25% from 10%. The tit-for-
tat trade war has seen American and Chinese orders
for more than half of the 1,981 tariffed products so far
being re-routed to other countries. [Bloomberg]

UNHCR passes resolution to investigate
Philippines’ drug war

(jd) Last week, Iceland submitted a proposal to the
United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) calling
for an international probe into Duterte’s drug war. [AIR
9/7/2019] Amnesty International followed, releasing a
report urging the UNHRC for an investigation into the
“gross human rights violations” and “possible crimes
against humanity” committed under the anti-drug
campaign. [Amnesty International] The report
additionally doubts the credibility of police reports of
drug raids, as well as the legitimacy of ‘watch lists’,
which lists drug suspects. [Associate Press]

In a vote on Thursday, the UNHRC narrowly passed
Iceland'’s resolution, authorizing a “comprehensive”
report to be submitted within the following year. While
not a full-fledged international probe, the report paves
the way for greater accountability on the part of the
Philippine government as it allows for the international
community to implement tougher follow-up actions
should abuses continue. This result comes despite the
Philippine delegation’s intense lobbying against the
resolution, which the local government deems
“hostile”. [The New York Times]

The Philippines' Foreign Affairs Secretary Locsin
rejected the resolution, calling it “one-sided” and
“detached from the truth”. He further hinted at
Philippines’ withdrawal from the UNHRC as a protest
against the resolution, contradicting an earlier
statement promising Philippines’ compliance with the
investigation because of its dedication to human
rights. [The Philippines Star] [The Guardian]
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China-Laos railway: Financial challenges
of BRI projects again on display

(Is) The rapid progress in the China-Laos railway line
has made it a poster child of the Belt and Road
Initiative. However, the project is also facing multiple
challenges. These are partly connected to the
construction through particularly difficult terrain and
to conflicts about compensation claims by local
populations. Moreover, Laos is facing difficulties in
coming up with its share of capital for the project as
Chinese banks are exercising greater prudence in
disbursing loans, which is a sign that China has doubts
about Laos’ ability to repay its debts. It is therefore
believed that China is likely to receive bigger shares of
the railway’s future income as well as additional mining
concessions. [East Asia Forum]

Cambodia’s open doors for Chinese
business: The case of Sihanoukville

(Is) The Cambodian city of Sihanoukville has seen a
massive influx of Chinese in recent years. Almost 90
percent of business operations in the city, ranging
from hotels, casinos, restaurants to massage parlors,
are run by Chinese. The local population is, according
so some estimates, already outnumbered. The collapse
of a Chinese-owned building under construction last
month that claimed 28 lives led to calls for the
Cambodian government to exercise tougher controls.
On the other hand, people living in Sihanoukville have
the real chance of becoming rich overnight for just
selling their land or leasing it to Chinese. [Kyodo News]

While Sihanoukville is an extreme case, it is not the
only place in Cambodia that is looking more like China.
In Phnom Penh, many construction sites for high-rise
buildings hoist Chinese signboards. Chinese capital has
underpinned Cambodia's high economic growth, which
has hovered around 7% for years now. In 2017, foreign
direct investment in Cambodia totaled $2.1 billion, with
China accounting for 70%. [Nikkei Asian Review]

ASEAN defense ministers meet while
Chinese-Vietnamese stand-off in South
China Sea continues

(Is) During the 13th ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting
(ADMM) in Bangkok, the member countries’ defense
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ministers have signed the Joint Declaration on
Sustainable Security to promote cooperation within
ASEAN to counter non-traditional and transnational
threats. Among the concept papers that have been
adopted are the Terms of Reference of ASEAN Our
Eyes and Guidelines for Maritime Interaction. The
ministers also stressed the implementation of the 2002
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South
China Sea and the early conclusion of an effective Code
of Conduct in the South China Sea. [Xinhua]

At the same time, six coastguard vessels - two Chinese
and four Vietnamese - have been eyeing each other in
patrols around Vanguard Bank in the Spratly group of
islands in the South China Sea since last week. Initially,
a Chinese survey ship entered waters near the
Vietnamese-controlled reef to conduct a seismic
survey. Vanguard Bank is the westernmost reef of the
Spratlys and sits within what Hanoi claims is 200
nautical miles of its exclusive economic zone. That
claim is contested by Beijing and Taiwan. [South China
Morning Post]

Singapore rejects claims that Malaysian
prisoners are targeted for execution

(kj) Singapore’s Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has
denied accusations that prisoners from Malaysia are
being targeted for execution. In one particular case,
the Singapore’'s president decided not to exercise the
clemency power, having been advised by the Cabinet
in accordance to Article 22P of the Constitution. Article
22P articulates the rules on granting pardon. [Today]
[The Straits Times]

The MHA's statement is made in response to Malaysian
news reports that highlighted Singapore's rejection of
many clemency petitions for Malaysian drug criminals.
In these reports, a key advisor to human rights group,
Lawyers for Liberty, claimed that Singapore seems to
be arranging for an “execution binge” in light of its
exceptional and appalling number of clemency
rejections. [Malay Mail] [Free Malaysia Today]

Malaysia ceases sand exports to
Singapore

(kj) Malaysia has ceased its export of sand to
Singapore, effectively disrupting Singapore's land
expansion goals. The disruption is relatively significant,
given that Malaysia has been one of Singapore’s main
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sources of sand. To date, Malaysia has sold
approximately £277m in sand to Singapore, which
makes up for close to 97 per cent of Singapore’s supply
of sand. Due to the ban, Singapore will have to rely on
other countries such as the Philippines and
Bangladesh. However, supplies in these countries are
potentially limited. [The Telegraph]

The sand export ban, officials claimed, is a result of Mr
Mahathir's environmental concerns as well as his
dissatisfaction over Singapore growing at the expense
of Malaysia's resources. This ban is yet another
example of tensions over territory and resources ever
since Singapore's independence from Malaysia in 1965.
[Reuters]

This row is also part of a larger trend of sand export
bans to Singapore by Cambodia and Indonesia in past
years. These countries similarly cite environmental
considerations. [Quartz] Despite the ban, sand remains
extracted at a high rate in Indonesia, placing low-lying
islands at risk of disappearing.

Singapore detains Arakan Army
supporters as violence escalates again in
Myanmar’s Rakhine state

(Is/kj) Singapore authorities have arrested a group of
Myanmar nationals accused of rallying support for the
Arakan Army and armed violence against the Myanmar
government. The Arakan Army is an insurgent group
fighting for greater autonomy in Rakhine and Chin
states. Myanmar has designated it a terrorist
organization. “They should not import their domestic
political issues from their countries into Singapore,”
Singapore’s home ministry said. [Reuters 1]

This case is not the first of its kind, as Singapore has
taken action against foreign nationals for armed
violence in the past. In 2015, 27 Bangladeshi
construction workers who were radicalised and
planned to take up arms abroad were arrested under
the Internal Security Act. [South China Morning Post] A
year after, eight Bangladeshi workers organising terror
attacks in Bangladesh were either charged in court or
deported. [Today]

Meanwhile, it appears that Myanmar’s military is
waging a new war against the Arakan Army in Rakhine.
Residents told Reuters reporters that soldiers fired
weapons indiscriminately, killing and wounding
civilians, and tortured detainees. According to
observers, the military has deployed five Light Infantry
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Divisions which have a reputation for brutal counter-
insurgency campaigns against the nation’s many ethnic
armed groups. In January, Nobel laureate Aung San
Suu Kyi had called on the armed forces to “crush” the
rebels. [Reuters 2]

Background Reading

Book review: “Empire of the Winds” (Philip
Bowring)

(Is) In the New Mandala, Jeffrey Mellefont reviews
Philip Bowring's book “Empire of the Winds". The book
is @ multidisciplinary account of seafaring and trading
societies, from their prehistoric origins until now. It
describes the dynamic role in the networks of oceanic
trading that stretched from Asia across the Indian
Ocean to the Mediterranean for thousands of years.
These networks later led to the last half millennium of
European expansion and were the forerunners of
today's globalized economy. [New Mandala]

Children on death row: Why Pakistan
must stop hanging juvenile offenders

(jk) Despite legislation in Pakistan against capital
punishment for offenders below the age of 18 and
Pakistan being party to the United Nations
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) prohibiting capital punishment for juvenile
offenders, cases of juvenile offenders' executions are
no exception. The Justice Project Pakistan has
launched a book titled "The Death Penalty in Pakistan:
A Critical Review" to shed more light on the issue last
week. Read an excerpt and more on the project here
[Dawn].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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