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China/Hong Kong: Anti-extradition bill
protesters continue marching

(dqgl) Clashes between anti-extradition bill protesters
and the police occurred at the end of another protest
march in Hong Kong Sunday night with the police using
tear gas after protesters refused to disband. [CBS]

In a related development, subway commuters were
attacked by masked assailants targeting pro-
democracy demonstrators and leaving more than 40
people injured. With regards to the attacks, the police
is facing accusations of failing to protect the attacked
after they arrived at the crime only when the assailants
had already left. [Reuters] [The Guardian]

On the other hand, hundreds of thousands on
Saturday gathered to show solidarity and support for
police, according to estimates of the organizers of the
gathering including 70 pro-Beijing figures who
condemned the violence seen in some of the protest
marches. [South China Morning Post 1]

In a latest development, Hong Kong police are
reportedly trying to track down more than 700 core
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extradition bill protesters suspected of being behind
the recent violent confrontations. They include many
students from high schools, post-secondary
institutions and universities in the city aged below 25.
[South China Morning Post 2]

Meanwhile, Taiwan's government has pledged to
provide assistance to dozens of Hong Kong protesters
who were involved in the storming of the Hong Kong's
parliament on July 1 and had fled to the island. The
move, likely to infuriate Beijing, comes as Taiwan gears
up for a presidential election where a Cross-Strait
relations will be a decisive issue. [Quartz]

China: Government reassures safe
pensions

(dgl) In a move aimed at dispersing fears that the
government - following research findings of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences - might not be able
to secure pensions after 2035 in the face of a rapidly
aging population and a shrinking labor force, the
Ministry for Human Resources and Social Security
announced that the country's state pension fund
surplus stood at more than 726.7 billion USD in the
first half of 2019 and reassured that the amount would
be sufficient for more than 18 months of payments. It
also confirmed the transfer of 10% of government
holdings in state-owned firms to pension funds
starting from this year. [Reuters]

Japan: Abe wins Upper House election

(dqgl/jd) Shinzo Abe and the coalition he leads
consisting of the Liberal Democratic Party and Komeito
won a solid majority in Sunday's Upper House
elections. The coalition secured 71 seats of the
contested 124 seats while the opposition secured 53.
This brings the total seats held by Abe’s coalition to

141 out of the 245 seats in the chamber, while the
opposition reaches a total of 104. [Nikkei Asian Review]

While the victory means a big boost for Abe in
pursuing important political goals and policy issues
including the raise of income tax, trade talks with the
USA and diplomatic relations with South Korea, the
results, however, was not enough to gain the two-
thirds majority of 164 seats in the Upper House
necessary to move ahead with his long-held goal of
constitutional revision, specifically of Article 9. [New
York Times]
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Despite this failure, Abe hailed the outcome of the
election as a decision of the voters for political stability
under his leadership while vowing to continue his push
for constitutional revision. But the road ahead is rocky,
not only because Abe must now obtain votes from the
opposition, but also because lawmakers within the
coalition partner Komeito have expressed reservations
towards a revision of Art. 9. [Aljazeera] [Kyodo News]

South Korea: Anti-graft law expanded,
anti-harassment in workplace law
enacted

(jd/dql) The South Korean government seeks to pass a
bill that implements harsher punishments on
lawmakers who enrich themselves through making use
of secrets while in office. If passed, any individual
found guilty can be charged with seven years
imprisonment or a fine of up to 60.000 USD.

This bill expands an earlier anti-bribery law passed in
2015, which imposed restrictions on the total amount
in goods and services that public servants, including
journalists, teachers and government officials could
accept, but did not cover legislators. [Bloomberg]

In another development, South Korea enacted last
week a new law that punishes owners of companies
that “unfairly demote or dismiss” workers who report
harassment in the workplace with imprisonment up
three years or a maximum fine of 25.000 USD. [The
Guardian]

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Labor announced a reform
of the Labor Standards Act to criminalize workplace
harassment. The move comes in response to a report
of the South Korean National Human Rights
Commission according to which a large majority of
employees face workplace harassment, with about
60% of the victims never taking any action out of fear
of possible disadvantages. [Korea Herald]

South Korea: Nationwide strikes after
minimum wage hike slowdown

(dql) Last week, South Korea was hit by a number of
strikes across the country, organized by the Korean
Confederation of Trade Unions, one of the country’s
two biggest umbrella unions with more than one
million members, to protest against key labor policies


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-n/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-p/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-x/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-m/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-m/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-c/

of the government, with the failure to raise the
minimum hourly wage to 8.50 USD in 2020 as
promised by President Moon Jae-in at the center of the
protesters’ discontent. [Korea Herald]

Earlier this month, the government announced to set
the minimum wage per hour for 2020 at 8,590 won
(7.32 USD), a hike of only 2.9% on a year making it the
lowest since 2010. [AIR No. 29, July/2019, 3]

Taiwan: Formosa Alliance forms political
party to run in 2020 legislative, but not
presidential election

(dqgl) The pro-independence Formosa Alliance has
formed a political party to run for seats in the
legislative election next January. In a strategic move
against the opposition Kuomintang, the party will,
however, not field a candidate for the presidential
election to prevent a split among pro-independence
voters that could negatively impact President Tsai Ing-
wen's chances for reelection. [Focus Taiwan]

Established after a break from within the ruling
Democratic Progressive Part the Formosa Alliance calls
for the draft of a new constitution along with the
introduction of a new national anthem, the adoption
of a new flag, and the normalization of diplomatic
relations with other nations.

Law and Politics in
South Asia

India launches mission to the Moon
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(Is/kj) India has successfully launched its second-ever
mission to the Moon. The unmanned Chandrayaan-2
mission is not scheduled to arrive at the Moon until
late August, reaching its destination by increasingly
raising its orbit as it continually loops around Earth.
The United States’ Apollo missions, by comparison,
flew straight to the Moon in three days. [Forbes]

The launch came after a suspension just a week ago
due to an apparent fuel leak. [AIR 16/7/2019] Given the
complexity of the mission, experts argue that
complications are bound to happen. They add that it
was a wise decision to postpone the launch rather than
running the risk of failure. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has further revealed plans to launch a manned
space mission by 2022 as well as intentions to target
commercial satellite and orbiting settlements. [The
Times of India]

India: Draft bill prohibiting
cryptocurrency underway

(kj) Responding to questions in the Rajya Sabha — the
upper house of the Indian legislature — India’s
Minister of State for Finance Anurag Thakur
announced there is no law explicitly banning the use of
cryptocurrencies yet. [Coin Telegraph] He added that
relevant authorities and law enforcement agencies,
such as the enforcement directorate and income tax
authorities, shall enact penalties in accordance to the
relevant existing laws. [Inc 42]

However, a draft bill prohibiting cryptocurrency has
been underway for some time. The drafting process is
led by Economic Affairs Secretary Subhash Chandra
Garg. The draft states that any interaction with
cryptocurrencies, such as holding and selling, can
potentially lead to 10 years behind bars. On top of
making cryptocurrencies entirely illegal, the bill makes
holding of cryptocurrencies a non-bailable offence.
[Live Mint]

A cryptocurrency is a digital currency that employs
cryptography for security purposes. It is largely based
on Blockchain technology, which is supported by
different networks of computers. Amongst
cryptocurrencies, Bitcoin is the most popular globally.
[NDTV]
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Pakistan: Another ex-PM arrested for
corruption as Imran Khan's popularity
drops

(Is) In another move in Pakistani Prime Minister Imran
Khan's anti-corruption campaign, former prime
minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi of the Pakistan Muslim
Leauge-Nawaz (PML-N) party has been arrested and
will appear before an anti-corruption court. This comes
just weeks after former president Asif Ali Zardari was
arrested for graft as well. Abbasi's predecessor Nawaz
Sharif is already behind bars, serving seven years in
prison for corruption. His brother Shabhaz Sharif has
also been targeted by anti-corruption authorities.
Voices claiming political motivations behind the clean-
up are getting stronger. [Straits Times]

Since Imran Khan became prime minister last year, his
popularity has dropped significantly. The reasons are
mainly to be found in the failure of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl) government to provide relief to
the people buried under multiple economic hardships
such as increasing prices of essential commodities. The
prices of gas and electricity have almost doubled in the
past year. The country also needed to seek loans of
overall $10 billion from several countries along with $6
billion from the IMF and $3 billion for providing oil on
credit. In this situation, opposition parties are gaining
ground, but are also facing the above-mentioned
corruption charges. [Tribune]

Pakistan: Former tribal regions vote in
first provincial election

(Is) In the first provincial elections in the former tribal
zones of northwestern Pakistan which lost their semi-
autonomous status they had held since the British
colonial era, voters went to the polls on Saturday. The
former Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA),
consisting of seven districts and six towns along the
Afghan border that resisted efforts at outside control
for hundreds of years, were merged into the province
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa last May. The region became
known as a haven for militant jihadi groups operating
on both sides of the border with Afghanistan. [Reuters]

Sri Lanka: President surprises with
blaming Easter bombings on drug dealers
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(Is) Since the day after the Easter bombings in Sri
Lanka, the country’'s government, police and also the
President Maithripala Sirisena said that local terrorists
and international terror groups were responsible for
the attacks. But in a statement issued by the
presidential office last week, Sirisena claimed the
attacks “were the work of international drug dealers.”
The statement continued, “drug barons carried out this
attack to discredit me and discourage my anti-
narcotics drive.”

The statement, which has not been backed up with
specific facts, appears like a defensive move as Sirisena
has been blamed by many for failing to respond
effectively to multiple intelligence reports from India
warning that jihadists were preparing to launch
attacks. The president’s fight against drugs is one of his
signature policies, which led to the re-introduction of
the death penalty earlier this year. [Asia Times]

Maldives elects first ever Bar Council

(Is) In an historic move, the first ever Bar Council has
been elected in the Maldives, setting up a self-
regulatory framework for the legal profession in the
country. The Bar Council, created under the Legal
Profession Act, regulates the work of lawyers. Enacted
in June, the law transferred regulatory powers from the
judiciary to the newly formed independent institution.
Previously, the Attorney General's office and the justice
ministry regulated the legal profession. More recently,
the role was taken over by the Supreme Court, which
issued attorney licences. [Maldives Independent]

Law and Politics in
Southeast Asia
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Indonesia: Unrest, malnutrition and
disease lead to more deaths in Papua

(kj) Soldiers and separatists have displaced thousands
of people from Indonesia’s easternmost province of
Papua. According to a local NGO, at least 139 of them
have died due to malnutrition and disease. A volunteer
from the aid group added that 5,200 people, including
700 children, were housed with limited access to food,
water, education and health. However, the Indonesian
military finds contention with the reported numbers
for death and displaced people, calling the group’s
account of the situation a “hoax”. [Qatar Tribune]

In recent months, there has been a proliferation of
violence in Papua due to a separatist movement. A
crackdown has been activated by the military after
rebels killed 16 construction workers in the
mountainous Nduga area last December. In the most
recent case, rebel fighters in West Papua killed an
Indonesian soldier in a hit-and-run attack. [RNZ]

President Joko Widodo has been striving to establish
peace and order in the region by setting prisoners free,
ramping up investments and confronting rights issues.
He further promises to develop Papua, by rolling out
projects such as the Trans Papua Highway. [Reuters]

New law allows Indonesia to charge
errant foreign researchers

(kj) Indonesia’s House of Representatives passed the
national system of science and technology bill last
week. Under this bill, foreign researches who are
deemed guilty of breaching visa regulations will be
charged. Any foreign researcher who does research
with no valid permit could be fined US$287,418 and
barred from permit application for five years. Further,
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if damage is caused to indispensable objects, or injury
or death caused of people participating in the
research, researchers will be liable to charges involving
being jailed between two to seven years and a fine of
at least US$214,962. [The Jakarta Post]

The decision to pass the bill was unanimous, despite
significant criticism from researchers. The Indonesian
Sciences Academy (AIPI) assert that the law can
potentially restrict academic freedom and overall
scientific progress and collaboration in Indonesia.
Comparisons have also been made to Singapore and
Malaysia, who they claim to be more welcoming of
foreign researchers, who eventually make substantial
contributions to the sciences within the respective
countries. [The Jakarta Post]

Malaysia lowers voting age to 18

(kj) Following a motion tabled two weeks ago [AIR
9/7/2019], Malaysia's Parliament has passed the Bill
lowering the voting age from 21 to 18. Out of 222
members of parliament, 211 members voted in favour
of this amendment of the Federal Constitution.
According to Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad,
young people are increasingly politically aware, and
hence should be provided the opportunity to “design
the country’'s democracy”. He further added that the
revision reveals Pakatan Harapan’s commitment to
fulfil the promises it had made in its election
manifesto. [The Star] [The Straits Times] [Channel
News Asia]

By 2023, this amendment would introduce about 7.8
million people to the electoral roll, and the total
number of voters would rise to 22.7 million. Other
revisions include the incorporation of automatic voter
registration, which will allow individuals who have
turned 18 to be instantly eligible for voting.
Additionally, the minimum age to run for elections has
also been lowered from 21 to 18. [Aljazeera]

Malaysia: Anwar-Azmin rivalry anticipated
to end in “uneasy truce” for now

(kj) As Malaysia’ Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad
began truce talks, the tensions between PM-in-waiting
Anwar Ibrahim and the Minister of Economic Affairs
Azmin Ali over a gay sex tape might be temporarily
dismissed. Last Friday, PM Mohamad participated in a
retreat organized by the Parti Keadilan Rakyat (PKR),


https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-ji/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-jd/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-jh/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-jh/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-jk/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-ju/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-tl/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-tl/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-tr/

which is one of the parties of the ruling Pakatan
Harapan coalition. In his speech, he pressed his
coalition leaders to fix their sights on their
responsibilities so as to maintain the people’s support
for them. Meanwhile, political opponents have begun
to regroup. According to observers, recent
developments indicate that “an uneasy truce” between
Azmin and Anwar is likely to ensue. [Newpaper 24]
[South China Morning Post]

Philippine Vice President, other Duterte
critics charged with sedition

(jd) In a move that some believe is a mechanism to get
rid of Duterte’s political critics, the Philippine police
charged the Philippine Vice-President Leni Robredo
and several others. A total of 36 people was accused of
colluding with Peter Advincula to oust the President by
seeking to link him, his family and his allies to drug
syndicates. Advincula, a former drug syndicate
member who accused Duterte in a series of initially
anonymous online videos, admitted to fabricating
rumours about Duterte in an effort to “discredit” him
and “destabilise” his government.

He further said that this plan was created by Duterte’s
political opponents, implicating multiple senators,
Catholic officials and, most notably, Vice-President Leni
Robredo. The manoeuvre has targeted political
individuals who are known to be critical of Duterte’s
regime, particularly his war on drugs. Robredo,
particularly, has been vocally questioning the drug war,
and has openly supported the recent resolution
passed by the United Nations Human Rights Council
enquiring into Duterte’s drug war. [New York Times]

This is not the first time that Duterte has made a move
against his critics, especially those who challenged his
drug war. Human Rights Commission Chief Senator
Leila de Lima has been imprisoned for more than two
years for allegedly being involved with drug syndicates.
She was charged after launching an investigation into
extrajudicial killings during Duterte’s tenure as the
mayor of Davao. [Aljazeera] Duterte has also attacked
media critics, most notably Maria Ressa who has been
arrested multiple times this year. [AIR 16/7/2019]

Duterte’s fourth State of the Nation
Address: Death penalty, corruption, West
Philippine Sea
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(jd) In the late afternoon of 22 July, President Rodrigo
Duterte delivered his fourth State of the Nation
address. In his speech, he addressed key issues that
have made him relatively unpopular. Firstly, he
addressed the drug war. He claimed that progress has
been made towards eradicating illegal drug trade,
saying that more can still be done. In this regard, he
requested for the reinstatement of the death penalty
in order to address culprits of “heinous crimes”, such
as drugs and plunder. He further assured the Filipino
people that more will be done to address corruption,
on top of a bill he signed last year.

He also brought up the issue of the West Philippine
Sea, where many criticise him for not taking a strong
stance against China. To this, he argued that his
reaction, a “compromise”, is part of a “delicate
balancing act” in order to avoid conflict, which he
believes can potentially escalate to a war that
Philippines cannot win.

Two key policies he failed to mention, however, were
the tenure bill and the shift to federalism. The tenure
bill seeks to strengthen workers' rights, while
federalism, he believes, is the avenue to resolve
constant conflict in Mindanao as it lends greater
authority to local governments. [Philippine Star]

Thousands rallied against him in Quezon City, where
the Address was held. The protesters criticized
Duterte's foreign policy in dealing with China’s
presence and continued fishing activity in the West
Philippine Sea. In the central city of Cebu, effigies of
Duterte wearing the Chinese and American flags were
burned. In the Bicol region, protesters roamed through
several cities to oppose the extrajudicial killings
associated with Duterte’s drug war, and his Rice
Tariffication Law. A pro-Duterte demonstration was
conducted in Manila, where around 15000 are
expected to turn up. [CNN Philippines]

Meanwhile, ahead of the president's address, the
Senate began the first meeting of the 18th Congress,
who has chosen to re-elect Senator Vicente Sotto as
the Senate president. [Philippine Star]

Singapore enhances data security and
protection

(kj) The Singaporean government has announced that
several measures will be rolled out by the public
service to safeguard citizens' personal data. The main
goal of these measures will be to render databases
inaccessible once information has been illicitly taken
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from them. Other aims include the detection of
unexpected data transmissions and restrictions of
users' rights. [The Straits Times]

For example, files of high confidentiality will be
required to be encrypted. Personal data that is highly
sensitive, such as HIV status, will be stored in a
separate system with greater protection. Further
measures, such as the management of third-party
vendors and education of civil servants on data
security will be disclosed later. [Business Insider]

This initiative is motivated by the series of data
breaches in the previous year. The most severe cyber-
attack occurred in June last year, resulting in hackers
stealing personal data of 1.5 million patients and
outpatient information of 160,000 people, including
that of Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong. [BBC]

Thailand: New government sworn in by
H.M. the King

(Is) Thailand's Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha and
his cabinet members have been sworn in before His
Majesty the King Vachiralongkorn (Rama X.) last week
on Tuesday. The government will have to deliver a
policy statement before the House of Representatives
which is scheduled to last three days from July 25. The
key consequence of the ceremony is that the National
Council for Peace and Order, which ruled the country
for five years, ceased to exist once the cabinet was
sworn in. [Bangkok Post]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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China surprising in Global Arms Industry
report and the new US defense budget

(hg) Defense News has just released its annual Top 100
list of the biggest defense companies in the

world. Among the top 10 of the companies are five US
companies, three Chinese, one UK and
France's/Netherland’s Airbus. Among the top 15
however, there are six Chinese, starting with the
world’s fifth biggest arms firm, five US companies,
among them the first four, and, additional the one
from UK and France/Netherland respectively, one
Italian and, ranking as the fifteenth one Russian.
Among the following 15, thus the top 30, there eight
more US firms, two from China, one more from the UK,
ranked the 24, two more from France, ranked 16 and
28, one from South Korea, ranked 27, and one from
Germany, ranked 30. Among the top 100 there are
two Russian companies, one Indian, three Japanese
and one from Singapore. See the full top 100 list on
[Defense News].

While it is no surprise that the US dominates the top
100 list with 46 companies by far, it is significant how
fast and strong Chinese companies are gaining ground
against a range of long- established global competitors
and compared especially to countries like the UK,
France, Germany, Russia, and India. In fact, all of the
six top 15 companies from China are new. And among
the top 30, all newly listed companies are Chinese ones
too; none of them has been listed on last year's
account surprisingly leaving the traditionally strong
European defense industry far behind.

This stunning success of the Chinese defense industry
has to be seen against two developments. First, it has
to be acknowledged how close rapport is between the
Chinese government and the Chinese economies’

defense sector and suspicion about secretive defense
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spending. Early this year, the US Defense Intelligence
Agency (DIA) stated that it expects China to command
the political will, economic power and fiscal strength to
sustain its steadily increasing defense spending during
the next decade [DIA report]. This is leading to the
second notable development, the continuously hiking
US spending on defense.

Last week, the Democrat dominated House approved
an almost USD 1.4 billion budget - raising spending by
$320 billion over existing caps which allows the
government to keep borrowing and continue a
dangerous spending addiction. See the [New York
Times] and the [Military Times]. Not less than USD 733
billion of this are allocated to defense spending,
lagging short behind the government requested USD
750 billion but still accounting for more than half of the
total.

While some, such as Fareed Zakaria, heavily criticized
the number and, especially the spending practice
[Washington Post], others rather criticize in the
opposite that the requested amount has not been
provided [National Interest]. While Zakaria stresses
that the US spends more than the next 10 highest
spending countries together, Thomas Spoehr argues in
[National Interest] that through the lens of purchasing
power parity the United States only outspends Russia
and China together while China’s military budget is
growing at a much faster rate than that of the US.

On this line, the recent report of the bipartisan
Commission on the National Defense Strategy for the
United States published under the title ,Providing for
the Common Defense. The Assessments and
Recommendations of the National Defense Strategy
Commission,’ [Commission Report on Common
Defense] highlights that America “confronts a grave
crisis of national security,” stressing that: “The military
balance in key regions has been deteriorating and the
United States faces a worsening position across a
range of key operational challenges. While the United
States was focused on defeating insurgents in Iraq and
Afghanistan, Russia and China were focused on
acquiring capabilities to defeat American forces” which
“[a]t current funding levels, [...] may not be able to fight
one major-power rival while still maintaining
deterrence and stability in other regions.”
[Commission Report on Common Defense, p. 64 and
70 respectively]

For purchasing power comparison in general

see [Heritage Foundation report] ‘Putting Defense
Spending in Context: Simple Comparisons Are
Inadequate’ by Rachel Zissimos and Thomas W. Spoehr
which lobbies higher military spending.
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China-USA trade relations: Goodwill
measures for resumption of face-to-face
trade talks

(dqgl) Goodwill measures on both sides, China and the
USA, seem to pave the way for the first face-to-face
trade talks between the world's two largest economies
since President Xi Jinping and US counterpart Donald
Trump agreed to a trade war ceasefire at the end of
June. Following Washington’s announcement to
temporarily exempt 110 Chinese products from 25%
tariffs imposed last July, Chinese importers are now
applying to their government to lift tariffs on some US
agricultural imports. [Tribune] [Bloomberg]

Meanwhile, South China Morning Post is citing an
unnamed source according to whom US negotiators
are likely to travel to China next week to resume face-
to-face talks. [South China Morning Post]

In a latest development, however, Washington on
Monday announced sanctions against a Chinese
company for importing Iranian crude in violation of US
restrictions on Iran's oil exports. [CNN]

China-USA security relations: Washington
condemns Beijing “bullying behavior” in
the South China Sea

(dql) In a latest signal of continuing hardened fronts
between China and the USA over the South China Sea,
the US Department of State expressed concerns over
Beijing's “repeated provocative actions aimed at the
offshore oil and gas development of other claimant
states threaten regional energy security and
undermine the free and open Indo-Pacific energy
market” and urged Beijing to stop “its bullying behavior
and refrain from engaging in this type of provocative
and destabilising activity”. [Voice of Americal]

The statement came after the release of a report of
U.S.-based think tank Asia Maritime Transparency
Initiative revealing that Chinese and Vietnamese
vessels had been locked in a standoff since early July
near an oil block in Vietnam'’s exclusive economic zone,
involving a Chinese survey vessel escorted by coastal
guard vessels and Vietnamese law enforcement
vessels, with the former “boxing out the Vietnamese
vessels attempting to intervene”. [Asia Maritime
Transparency Initiative]
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In an earlier move, Commander of US Indo-Pacific
Command Admiral Philip Davidson criticized China for
failing to respond to the US request to engage in a
dialogue on a crisis communication mechanism aimed
at reducing miscalculation threats in the South China
Sea while highlighting that the “international order is
now under assault by China”, with both countries
“hav[ing] a fundamental divergence of values in terms
of how we approach the current international order”.
[South China Morning Post] [Breaking Defense]

China-Cambodia relations: Secret deal on
use of Cambodian naval base by Chinese
armed forces?

(dqgl) Citing unnamed US and allied officials, Wall Street
Journal reports on a secret deal between China and
Cambodia that would allow Chinese armed forces to
use the Ream naval base on the coast of the Gulf of
Thailand for military operations which would sharply
increase Beijing's power projections in South China
Sea. [Wall Street Journal]

While the Cambodian Defense Ministry described the
report as “made up and baseless”, China's Foreign
Ministry's spokesman responded to inquiries on the
deal “As | understand it, the Cambodia side denied
this”, stopping short of denying the report. [Reuters]

South Korean, Japanese, Russian and
Chinese warplanes from four countries
face off over islets in the Sea of Japan

(dql) According to the South Korean Defense Ministry,
two Russian and two Chinese bombers in an alleged
joint exercise together entered the Korea Air Defense
Identification Zone (KADIZ) early Tuesday above a
group of small islets in the Sea of Japan which Seoul
calls Dokdo and Tokyo Takeshima and which are
contested between both countries.

While South Korea said South Korean jets had fired
more than 300 warning shots at a Russian warplane
after it entered twice the country's airspace, Russia
denied this statement insisting that had been on a
routine flight over neutral waters.

Meanwhile, Japan, which had also scrambled fighter
jets in response, criticized South Korea for taking
action arguing that “Takeshima is Japan'’s territory” and
“[iltis Japan that should take action against the Russian
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plane that entered its airspace.” [CNN] [Reuters] [Japan
Times]

Japan and USA eye trade deal

(jd) The USA and Japan are intensifying efforts to work
out a trade deal that would see Washington

reducing tariffs for Japanese auto parts while Japan in
return would offer US farmers new access to its
markets. [South China Morning Post]

Sources have claimed that the deal is critical in helping
the US remain competitive with China and members of
the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership. [Reuters]

The possibility of this deal comes in the midst of a
trade spat between Japan and South Korea, of which
the US has promised not to intervene. [South China
Morning Post]

Japan-South Korea relations: Continued
tensions over forced labor and trade
dispute

(jd) Relations between Japan and South Korea continue
to be strained over the dispute on wartime forced
labor. Last week South Korea let a deadline for a
response to Japan's proposal for a third-country
arbitration of the forced labor dispute pass, effectively
rejection the proposal. [Korea Times]

In the latest development of this dispute, lawyers of
South Korean plaintiffs, who were awarded
compensation from Japanese Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries Ltd. in a ruling of the South Korean Supreme
Court last November, announced that they have begun
legal procedures to sell assets of the company seized
in South Korea. [NHK]

In the trade dispute between both countries sparked
by Japan’s export curbs for materials on which South
Korean semiconductor manufacturers rely, Seoul is set
to raise Tokyo's trade measures at a meeting of the
World Trade Organization’s General Council where
Seoul's representative will argue that the restrictions
“run counter to international rules” based on Article 1
of the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs, and
should be retracted immediately. He will also appeal
for the support of other countries to pressure Tokyo to
retract the measures which are widely seen as a
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retaliatory move of Tokyo against Seoul for the latter's
inaction in solving the wartime forced labor dispute.
[Korea Herald]

Pressure further mounts for South Korea as Japan is
threatening to remove Seoul from its ‘whitelist’ of 27
countries which enjoy preferential treatment on export
processing. [Joongang Daily 2]

Meanwhile, companies in South Korea begin testing for
replacement products from companies in Taiwan,
China and South Korea in an effort to reduce reliance
on Japanese products, while the government
announced that it was working on “comprehensive
plans” and has taken up measures to reduce the
country's dependence on Japanese industries,
including - among others - providing exemptions to
the 52-hour workweek for companies affected by the
export restrictions to allow employees work longer to
secure and test new materials for their
semiconductors. [Business Korea] [Reuters] [Joongang
Daily]

North Korea: Pyongyang threatens
restarting missile tests upon confirmation
of US-South Korea military exercises

(jd) North Korea has threatened to resume missile
tests should the United States and South Korea
conduct a joint military exercise slated for August while
accusing the US of “unilaterally reneging” on the pact
made in Singapore last year where the US and North
Korea pledged to commit themselves to improving
bilateral relations in order to establish peace in the
Korean peninsula. [Wall Street Journal]

Despite this threat, the US State Department siad that
it remains hopeful both countries will hold
denuclearization talks within the next few months.
[The Straits Times]

New cooperation projects between
Indonesia and Singapore

(Is) Indonesia and Singapore are aiming to collaborate
more extensively on investments, infrastructure and
human resource development. These areas are
highlighted by President Joko Widodo as vital for
helping Indonesia survive disruption in the global
economy. Singapore's Foreign Minister Vivian
Balakrishnan has recently visited Jakarta for three
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days. The trip, according to Balakrishnan, has boosted
appreciation of President Widodo's priorities. [Tempo]

The meeting also involved a review of current
collaborations between Indonesia and Singapore.
Balakrishnan highlighted that the Kendal Industrial
Park in Semarang, for example, is performing well,
having attracted over half a billion US dollars in
investments. The establishment of a polytechnic for
upskilling purposes is also currently underway. [The
Straits Times]

Other proposed developments include the
infrastructure of Batu Ampar Port in Batam. New
facilities, such as a mobile crane, as well as more
routes for Batam-Singapore shipping have been
discussed. Once these developments materialise,
logistics costs in Batam are expected to fall by 50
percent. [Antara News]

Singapore returning 1MDB-related money
to Malaysia

(kj) The Singapore police has announced that its
Commercial Affairs Department, in consultation with
the Attorney-General's Chambers, has filed
applications to send back approximately S$50.3 million
of TMDB-related funds to Malaysia. The first round of
court applications for the return of S$15.3 million was
granted in September 2018. The second round,
consisting of S$35 million, was granted in March this
year. [Channel News Asia]

The 1MDB played a substantial role in the fall of the
government of Najib Razak, which was rife with
corruption. Singapore is one of many countries that
investigated accusations of billions of dollars being
embezzled from 1MDB, Malaysia's sovereign wealth
fund. This embezzlement was part of an elaborated
scheme that extended from Asia to the United States.
[The Straits Times] [Aljazeera]

Singapore's probe into the 1TMDB scandal focused on
allegations that Singapore’s financial system had been
involved in the laundering of stolen money.
Investigations have led to a Swiss banker and three
Singaporean bankers being put behind bars for being
responsible in the laundering process. Local branches
of two Swiss banks have also been shut down for being
involved in the transfer of illegal funds. [Bangkok Post]
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US and Philippines step up efforts against
terrorism

(jd) In the recently concluded Bilateral Strategic
Dialogue in Manila, Washington and Manila have
agreed to increase security cooperation following the
recent bombing in late June. The bombing occurred in
Sulu, right outside a military facility, and led to eight
deaths. [AIR 16/7/2019] With increasing concern about
extremism in South Philippines, both countries have
pledged to increase efforts addressing the issue. Their
cooperation will encompass a wide range of concerns,
including defense modernisation, humanitarian
assistance, disaster response, and particularly,
intelligence sharing. The dialogue also addressed
defense, economics, rule of law, and diplomacy. [CNN
Philippines]

Vietnam and the Philippines beefing up
their coastal guard fleets

(dql) The Philippines and Vietnam are stepping up their
efforts to advance their coastguard fleets. While the
Philippine Coast Guard announced last week that it
would receive its largest and most modern ship in the
form of a French-made 84-metre offshore patrol
vessel, expected to handle all maritime security and
safety missions in the Philippine archipelago in the
South China Sea, Vietnam earlier this month passed a
law allowing its coastguard fleet to operate outside the
country’s territorial waters. [Rappler] [South China
Morning Post]

Background Reading
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Aadhaar: Governing with biometrics

(Is) Aadhaar is the name of India’s national biometric
identification program, the largest of its kind anywhere
in the world. By the year 2019, the government had
issued a twelve-digit unique ID to nearly every adult
resident in India, linked to minimal biometric
(fingerprints, iris scan data and facial photograph) and
biographical (name, age, gender, address) information
in a centralized database. Last year, the system
received constitutional clearance by the Supreme
Court, with only a few restrictions. Several articles in a
special issue of the Journal of South Asian Studies look
at Aadhaar’s challenges and chances in the world's
largest democracy. [Journal of South Asian Studies]

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!

00

German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and
Good Governance - CPG

Room 204, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University, 2 Prachan Road,
Bangkok 10200, Thailand

Preferences | Unsubscribe



https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-oh/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-oh/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-ok/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-ok/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-oj/
mailto:info@cpg-online.de
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-ot/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-oi/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-l-puriukt-l-od/
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.updatemyprofile.com/d-l-2AD73FFF-l-ou
https://cpgfacultyoflawthammasatuniversity.createsend1.com/t/d-u-puriukt-l-bl/

