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Dear Readers, 

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue informing you about the latest

events, developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Georgia’s

National Unity Day and Senegal’s Independence Day

this week.

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de,

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU

 

https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-r/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-y/


Main Sections

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in East Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in South Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in Southeast Asia

International Relations, Geopolitics and Security in

Asia

Announcements

 

Constitutional Law and

–Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in

East Asia

 

 

China: Ministry of Public Security plans

significant increase in police presence at

local level

(ms) The Ministry of Public Security has unveiled the

"Three-Year Action Plan for Strengthening the Work of

Public Security Police Stations in the New Era (2023-

2025)," in which they aim to radically expand police

forces under the goal of "One Police Station to Every

Rural Village."

The plan as such has not yet been published, but the

press release already provides insights and outlines a

nationwide implementation and expansion of the

police presence as it is currently already in force in

Xinjiang, which was implemented there as part of the

"fight against terror" by the Chinese government.

Beijing is accused of using the police force to



systematically persecute and suppress the local

minorities.

Calling for rapidly expanding the presence and

influence of the police in villages and cities, th eplan

foresees a significant increase in the number and

staffing of police stations, the basic unit of China's

police, with at least 40 percent of police forces

nationwide being sent to work at such stations. In

addition to their everyday work, the police officers

there are also "to be integrated into grassroots social

governance", which means, for example, that police

officers are to take on the role of vice-principals at

local schools or leadership roles in the local leadership

of a village or small towns.

To achieve the proclaimed goal of "one police station

for each village (or grid block)," non-police law

enforcement associations and vigilante organisations

such as "security protection committees" and

"volunteer police" are also to be better integrated into

local policing.

While more specific details will likely be clarified with

the release of the plan, observers see the planned

intensification of police presence as, among other

things, a response to prominent examples of anti-

government protests in recent months. 

In particular, the nationwide protests against the zero-

COVID pandemic, also known as the white-paper

protests, received much attention worldwide, with

clear criticism of and demands for Xi's resignation

visible to the entire world (see AiR No. 48,

November/2022, 5), but other major protests also

occurred. In February, for example, ten thousand

pensioners demonstrated in Wuhan and Dalian over

the reduction of social contributions for pensioners

(see AiR No. 8, February/2023, 3).

It is expected that a stronger police presence at the

local level would allow the Chinese government to

preventively suppress such protest movements as a

whole or to take more targeted action against the

organisers and participants of the protests. [China

Change] [Chinese Ministry of Public Security] [South

China Morning Post]  

China: Politburo launches new education

campaign and intensifies intra-party

surveillance

(ms) Following a meeting of the Politburo of the

Chinese Communist Party (CCP), the country's highest
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decision-making body, a statement was released on

March 30 that adopted a new intra-party study of

President Xi Jinping's thoughts and made changes to

the "Regulations on Reporting Personal Matters of

Leading Cadres."  

The education campaign is already the sixth of its kind

since Xi took office in 2012. Its focus will be on high-

ranking cadres and those above county level, who

must intensively study Xi's thoughts on the "new era of

socialism with Chinese characteristics" and play their

part in achieving them. 

In addition to the ideological goals, the statement

represents a commitment to the anti-corruption

campaign that began with Xi's accession to power in

2012. The "Regulations on Reporting Personal Matters

of Leading Cadres" hitherto obliged party members to

report information about the employment and

resulting possible connections of their family members

to the economy. Likewise, the CCP is also empowered

under newly implemented rules from the middle of

last year to ask family members of high-ranking

officials to leave a company in the event of possible

violations. 

This obedience to the party is to be continued, if not

intensified, under the new rules. While the statement

did not provide more specific details about the

changes, it aims to "improve the reporting system for

leading cadres with Chinese characteristics on

personal matters, improve the party's self-

revolutionary system and normative system, and

further strengthen the management and supervision

of leading cadres." In addition, party members are

urged "[to] be loyal and honest to the party, be open

and aboveboard, speak the truth and do honest things,

be an honest person, truthfully report personal

matters, and consciously accept organizational

supervision." [Bloomberg] [Global Times] [Jean

Christopher Mittelstaedt via Twitter] [Xinhua in

Chinese]

China: New Premier doubles down on

reopening of economy 

(ms) The new Chinese Premier Li Qiang continues

where his predecessor Li Keqiang left off and doubles

down on promises to foreign companies, in particular

to reform the Chinese economy and open it up for

investment, thereby making it more attractive again.

In two public appearances Li formulated two hurdles

which the Chinese economy wants to overcome, on the
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one hand the consequences of the nearly three years

lasting Zero-COVID strategy of the country which

brought the economy nearly to the stagnation and on

the other side strained relations with the US.

Regarding the remaining hurdles, Li promised during

the China Development Forum, which was attended by

high-ranking foreign company leaders such as Apple's

Tim Cook, "China will unswervingly stick to opening up,

regardless of changes to the global environment."

Li is once again focusing on the aspect of continuity

and stability, whose absence during the pandemic was

one of the core factors behind the lack of confidence of

foreign companies in the Chinese economy. Already in

the course of the "Two Sessions'' held in March, the

Chinese government signalled a certain form of

constancy by an absence of the expected reshuffle of

leading economic officials, and with Yi Gang remaining

as governor of the People's Bank of China (PBC), an

official known for his very market-open and foreigner-

friendly approach (see AiR No. 11, March/2023, 2)

[Bloomberg] [Reuters]

China: Alibaba is planning to split into six

independent companies

(ms) Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba on March 28

announced plans to split the company into six

independently run companies, which would then

independently plan initial public offerings (IPOs).

The plans, which would mean a huge reshuffle of the

company founded by Jack Ma, come after the Chinese

government, at the latest with the end of the Zero-

COVID policy at the end of last year, plans to re-engage

the private sector in the face of a stagnant economy,

signalling an end to the nearly two-year crackdown on

the country's tech companies. 

Alibaba itself was hit hard by the crackdown, with the

attempted IPO of its subsidiary Ant-Group at the end

of 2020, which was banned at the last moment by the

Chinese government. The ban was widely seen as the

trigger for the crackdown. This was shortly followed by

an antitrust investigation against Alibaba and a record

fine of USD 2.75 billion (see AiR No. 52,

December/2020, 5; AiR No. 15, April/2021, 2).

As a reason for the plans, current Chief Executive

Officer (CEO) Daniel Zhang said "[t]he original intention

and fundamental purpose of this reform is to make

our organization more agile, shorten decision making

links and respond faster to better compete with rivals."

https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-x/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-m/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-c/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-q/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-q/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-a/


The newly formed companies will be called the Cloud

Intelligence Group, responsible for cloud computing,

the Taobao Tmall Commerce Group, responsible for

Chinese commerce, the Local Services Group,

responsible for digital mapping and food delivery, the

Cainiao Smart Logistics Group, responsible for

logistics, the Global Digital Commerce Group,

responsible for global e-commerce and the Digital

Media and Entertainment Group, responsible for

media and entertainment. 

Alibaba Group will remain under the same

management despite the split, but will from then on be

operated as a holding company. Likewise, Taobao

Tmall Commerce Group will remain a wholly owned

unit of Alibaba Group. [Reuters] [The World Street

Journal] [WIO News]

China: "National security" review against

US tech company 

(ms) The Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC)

announced on March 31 that it will investigate US chip

maker Micron Technology for possible threats to

"national security".

The CAC will examine the import of the largest

producer of memory chips in the U.S., for possible

violations or threats to national security and the

security of China's information structures, the CAC's

official statement read. [Cyberspace Administration of

China, in Chinese]

Besides actual possible violations, the investigation is

seen as the Chinese government's retaliation against

the U.S.-led sanctions that restrict or even completely

exclude China's access to highly advanced technologies

from abroad, especially in semiconductor production.

[Caixin Global] [Financial Times]

China: Record borrowing in first quarter

(ms) The Chinese government is said to have sold USD

40 billion of sovereign bonds in the first quarter, the

highest amount since such data was published in 1997,

according to Bloomberg. 

The reason for the record bond sales are efforts of the

Chinese government to revive the Chinese economy,

which was strongly affected by almost three years of

zero-COVID, and to achieve the  growth target of 5

percent. 
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The monetary resources gained in this way are also

intended to reduce the high debt burden of the

country's individual provinces. According to official

figures, triggered by the zero-COVID policy, the

Chinese provinces are expected to have accumulated

USD 5.1 trillion in debt by the end of 2022, two-thirds

more than the pre-COVID level; a report by the

International Monetary Fund even estimates the figure

at USD 9.5 trillion [see report]. The high debt levels,

combined with pandemic containment measures, have

led to a nationwide freeze on construction projects

that are to be restarted with the new funds. 

The new capital will also be used to invest in new

infrastructure projects, as in previous decades, in

order to achieve economic goals. The Guangdong

province in the heart of the pearl river delta located in

the south of China, China's economic powerhouse,

announced for example alone for 2023 1500

infrastructure projects and plans related investments

at a value of USD 1.2 trillion. [Bloomberg] [The New

York Times]

China: Investigation against former high-

ranking bank official for corruption

(ms) An investigation has been launched against

former Bank of China's Communist Party chief Liu

Liange by the country's two top anti-corruption bodies

for "suspected serious violations of discipline and law,"

an often-used euphemism for corruption, after Liu was

already removed from his post in February without

public reasons.  

The National Supervision Commission (NSC) and the

Central Commission of Discipline Inspection (CCDI)

announced in a joint statement on March 31 that Liu

was "undergoing disciplinary review and supervisory

investigation." 

The investigation into Liu is the latest high-profile case

in the targeted crackdown on financial sector officials

that began in 2021 and has intensified in recent

months, with the CCDI announcing in late February a

further intensification of its targeting of the country's

financial elite (see AiR No. 9, February/2023, 4). 

The announcement followed only a few days after Liu's

ouster, a number of investigations and the

disappearance of other high-ranking people from the

financial and real estate sectors [see AiR No. 8,

February/2023, 3]. [Bloomberg] [South China Morning

Post]
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China: Corruption investigation against

high-ranking sports official

(ms) The Central Commission of Discipline Inspection

(CCDI) announced on April 1 the investigation against

Du Zhaocai, deputy head of the General Administration

of Sport of China, for possible "violations of discipline

and law" an often used euphemism for corruption. 

Du represents the next high-profile corruption case in

the world of Chinese sports, especially Chinese

football. The starting point for the crackdown on

Chinese football was the arrests surrounding Chinese

men's national coach Li Tie at the end of last year. In

March, the Chinese Ministry of Sports began an

investigation into Wang Xiaoping, director of the CFA's

disciplinary committee, and Huang Song, head of the

competition department, both also suspected of

corruption [see AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4]. [South

China Morning Post]

China: State-owned bank in contact with

crypto companies, despite announced

stronger controls

(ms) As the People's Bank of China (PBC) announces it

is expanding control over the country's digital

economy, focusing directly on digital- and

cryptocurrencies, reports are emerging that Chinese

state-owned banks have offered banking services to

Hong Kong-based crypto companies.

Even though the PBC has remained rather vague on

the details regarding the measures to be implemented

to intensify the control mechanisms against the

country's digital economy, especially with regards to

cryptocurrencies, the Chinese government positioned

itself very clearly by issuing a complete ban. Already in

2013, as the boom of cryptocurrencies in the country

grew steadily, the Chinese government imposed the

first bans against the trade of cryptocurrencies, which

intensified over the years until they then completely

banned the mining and trading of and transactions

with cryptocurrencies in 2021. 

Despite this strong action, reports have emerged that

several Chinese state-owned banks, including the Hong

Kong branches of the Bank of Communications, Bank

of China and Shanghai Pudong Development Bank,

have been in contact with Hong Kong-based crypto

companies, offering them e.g. banking services.
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One factor that is said to have reinforced this

willingness of mainland banks was the collapse of

Silicon Valley Bank (SVB) in mid-March (see AiR No. 11,

March/2023, 2). Until then, SVB had been a popular

port of call for various Chinese startups and companies

active in the field of crypto technology and digital

currencies. However, the loss of confidence in the U.S.

bank that accompanied the collapse is now opening up

new opportunities for Chinese state-owned banks to

fill this emerging demand. [Bloomberg] [Reuters]

China: Genetically modified seed not

before 2024

(ms) The Chinese government continues to be

reluctant to approve the sowing of genetically modified

corn, but in general genetically modified seeds, against

the hopes of grain producers, who must therefore now

hope for a permit for 2024.

The reason for the government's hesitation is said to

be solely the still strong doubt and skepticism about

the new technology within the population. The

government itself is a great supporter of the

technology and has intensively promoted its further

development in recent years and sees it as an

important component for achieving the goal of food

independence. A goal that has become even more

important in recent years, especially under President Xi

Jinping. In a speech by Xi published in mid-March, he

spoke of the "extreme importance" of food self-

sufficiency, especially with reference to Russia's war of

aggression against Ukraine and the accompanying

geopolitical uncertainty [see AiR No. 12, March/2023,

3].

Only less than one percent of the agricultural land of

China, the world's largest agricultural importer and

exporter, is approved for the planting of genetically

modified seeds, and only imported genetically

modified grain is allowed for animal feed, not

domestically grown grain.

These resentments in the government due to the

doubts in the population are to the dissatisfaction of

the farmers of the country, who hope by the use of

genetically modified seeds significant increases in crop

yields and sales. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China: Plans for trip of Hong Kong

lawmakers to mainland
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(ms) A group of 90 Hong Kong lawmakers, led by Chief

Executive John Lee Ka-chiu, plans to visit neighbouring

provinces of the Greater Bay Area in late April,

according to a March 31 meeting of the Legislative

Council (LegCo).

Planned are meetings with senior officials of the

respective provinces and cities to be visited and visits

to "key facilities and projects relating to the areas of

innovation, technology and smart city; environmental

protection; youth development," according to the

official paper submitted to the LegCo. [Legislative

Council Hong Kong]

The trip is a continuation of bilateral efforts to further

integrate Hong Kong into the mainland, particularly

economically. 

Only at the end of March, Lee signed five cooperation

agreements with the governor of Guangdong Province,

which is part of the Greater Bay Area, in the course of a

joint conference (see AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4). 

In general, since the end of the Zero-COVID pandemic

and the consequent lifting of travel restrictions

between Hong Kong and China, there has been a

proliferation of visits by high-ranking Hong Kong

officials not only to the Greater Bay Area but to the

mainland in general. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: New drone to team with J-20

fighter jet

(ms) The highly advanced unmanned combat aerial

vehicle (UCAV) being developed by a subsidiary of the

state-owned China Aerospace Science and Technology

Corporation (CASC) is to be paired with the J-20.

The UCAV in question is the FH-97A drone, a high-

speed drone that, at least according to Chinese state

television reports, will be able to match the speed of

the Chinese fifth-generation fighter jet. Control of the

drones accompanying the J-20 would then be taken

over by the rear-seat pilot of the fighter jet.

The UCAV would be capable of carrying up to eight

intelligent air-to-air missiles or loitering munitions,

which could address the J-20's weak point of low

munitions capacity, which is armed with only four

medium- to long-range air-to-air missiles in its main

bay and two short-range missiles in its side weapons

bays. Therefore, the drone would ensure the safety of

the jet and its pilot, while the military capabilities of the

drone would also allow the J-20 to focus on its
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strengths in command and control, data distribution

and interruption of communication. [South China

Morning Post] [The Register] 

China: Hong Kong garrison holds joint

patrol

(ms) The Hong Kong Garrison of the People's

Liberation Army (PLA) held its first joint patrol of the

year on March 29.

The Hong Kong Garrison was established in 1997 with

the transfer of Hong Kong from British to Chinese

control and has been responsible for the defense of

the city ever since. The garrison is part of the Southern

Theater Command and thus reports directly to the

military of mainland China.

The military exercise involved the Army, Air Force and

Navy, and a variety of the garrison's military

equipment was used, including Z-10 attack helicopters,

which were delivered to the garrison from the

mainland late last July (see AiR No. 31, August/2022, 1).

[CGTN] [Jesus Roman via Twitter]

Japan: Massive worker shortage loom

large

(dql) According to a forecast of Japanese Recruit Works

Institute, an independent research institute of

major resources company Recruit, Japan may be

confronted with a shortage of over 10 million workers

in 2040, with the country’s working-age population

expected to see a rapid decline from 2027. [The Straits

Times]

The release of the projection comes as the government

has disclosed a draft proposal on March 31 that seeks

to   reverse the declining birthrate through financial

incentives that include increased subsidies for

childrearing and education as well as an increase in

salary for younger workers who want to marry and

have children.

Further, a new government agency, named Children

and Families Agency and allocated a USD 36 billion

budget for the upcoming year, was established on April

1. It is  in charge of overseeing the country’s child

policies, tackling child abuse and poverty as well as of

coordinating efforts to reverse the country's alarmingly

low birth rate.
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For 15 years Japan’s population of more than 125

million has been declining. 2022 saw a record of

799,728 newborns, falling below 800,000 for the first

time since the country began conducting surveys in

1899. The population is expected to drop to less than

87 million by 2060. [AP News] [UPI]

Japan: Osaka court rule interrogation in

non-guilty case malicious

(cc) On March 31, the Osaka District Court decided that

the public prosecutor's interrogation during an

investigation into the embezzlement case against

Shinobu Yamagishi, former president of Pressance

Corporation Co., was malicious.

Hironori Sato, the presiding judge, stated that the

prosecutor's actions in interrogating Yamagishi's

subordinate, such as using harsh language and acting

intimidatingly, could be considered assault and cruelty

by the authority, describing them as exceeding the

boundary of interrogation. However, the court rejected

the request to prosecute the prosecutor, reasoning

that those acts were only temporary.

Yamaguchi was apprehended and charged by the

special investigation unit of the Osaka District Public

Prosecutors Office for allegedly embezzling USD 15.74

million (JPY 2.1 billion) during real estate trading. After

being found not guilty by the Osaka District Court in

October 2021, Yamagishi filed a criminal complaint

regarding the prosecutor's treatment of one of his

employees during an interrogation process in

December 2019. He then demanded a criminal trial

after the complaint was dismissed.

After hearing the ruling, Yamaguchi's attorneys

commented that the Public Prosecutors Office should

acknowledge the court's critique of their actions. They

also declared they might consider appealing the

court's decision to dismiss the call to put the

prosecutor on a criminal trial. [The Mainichi]

Japan: Record high antitrust fine to

electricity cartel issued

(dql) The Japan Fair Trade Commission, the country’s

antitrust agency issued on March 30 an order under

which three major utilities have to pay a total of USD

763 million in fines as they were found guilty
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of violating the antimonopoly law by forming cartels

over electricity sales. 

The fined companies included Chugoku Electric Power

Co., Chubu Electric Power Co., and Kyushu Electric

Power Co. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Evacuation drills on islands close to

Taiwan conducted

(dql) Japan has reportedly carried out evacuation drills

in Okinawa prefecture in several cities on the

Sakishima Islands, which are about 360 kilometers

away from Taiwan. 

The drills involved 120,000 local residents and tourists 

who were moved from smaller islands in the

prefecture first via bigger islands to Okinawa’s main

island Kyushu. [DW]

Japan: New submarine unveiled

(dql) Japan’s Acquisition, Technology & Logistics Agency

(ATLA) has for the first time disclosed the design of its

new extra large uncrewed underwater vehicles

(XLUUVs) which have become a major trend in naval

warfare, with the US in the lead and other countries -

including Germany, France, South Korea and China -

having launched XLUUV development projects.

According to the ATLA, the XLUUV submarines are

expected to perform “autonomous navigation with

improved reliability and environmental adaptability by

AI” and to fulfill “various kinds of missions by replacing

mission modules (both hardware and software)”.

ATLA is established under the Ministry of Defense that

handles project management, technology

management, research and development, and

procurement of defense equipment for the Japan Self-

Defense Forces. Main contract is Mitsubishi Heavy

Industries (MHI). [Naval News]

Japan: Business confidence falls

(cc) According to the Tankan survey, a quarterly

assessment of business conditions by the Central Bank

of Japan, the confidence of Japan's major

manufacturers fell for a fifth consecutive quarter from
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plus seven to plus one, a record low level since

December 2020.

The survey inspected the difference in the percentage

of companies with positive and negative outlooks

regarding the current economic situation.

Tsuyoshi Ueno, an economist at Nippon Life Insurance

Research Institute, who foresaw the drop before the

release of the Tankan survey, rationalized that the

decrease in confidence was due to the high material

price and decreased foreign market demand,

especially in the semiconductor-related sector. [Japan

Today]

Japan: Covid-19 border control to end

(cc) On March 3, the Japanese government declared

that Japan would terminate the border measures

implemented in response to the outbreak of the Covid-

19 pandemic on May 8. The move came on the same

day as the decision to classify Covid-19 as a common

disease.

With the easing of the requirements, the government

will introduce a new genomic inspection system, which

will subject travelers with specific pandemic-related

symptoms to a voluntary test, to detect any new

infectious diseases.

Currently, before entering Japan, all travelers from

overseas must show either proof of three Covid-19

vaccination doses or a negative coronavirus test taken

within 72 hours of departure.

Japan first enforced border controls to prevent Covid-

19 from spreading into the country in February 2020.

The rigor of the measures then significantly increased

in November 2021 as the Omicron variant began

showing in the country, with the government

prohibiting the entry of non-resident foreigners and

putting returning Japanese citizens into quarantine

facilities. Later, throughout 2022, Japan began to relax

some of its measures, such as removing the daily entry

cap in October 2022. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Platform to encourage

whistleblowing

(sw) Since Mongolia declared 2023 as the “Year of

combating corruption”, the government has set up the

website shilen.gov.mn to encourage whistleblowing.  
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This platform seeks to enable citizens to oversee the

activities of the government and to provide the press

with  more credible sources to use for their work. 

Moreover, the platform aims to provide non-

government organizations with reliable information

and ensures fair competition for companies.

[Montsame] 

Mongolia: Government has 43 proposals

to improve human rights

(sw) On March 29, the National Human Rights

Commission submitted the 22nd Report on Human

Rights and Freedom in Mongolia with 43 proposals to

prevent human rights violations.

The proposals aim to ensure the right to immunity, civil

participation and gender equality. Moreover, the goal

is  to protect children’s, elderly’s and human defender’s

rights. [Montsame] 

Mongolia: UNESCO country initiative

launched

(sw) Mongolia launched a country initiative for UNESCO

as part of the Education for Sustainable Development

framework (ESD). The goal is to address sustainability

challenges. 

Mongolia focuses on developing students’ knowledge,

skills, and attitudes by implementing educational

resources and learning material that reflect the

principles of the ESD. 

Currently, more than 80 countries are creating ESD

initiatives. The five priority action areas of the ESD  are

policy, learning environments, building capacities of

educators, empowering and mobilizing youth, and

local level action. [UNESCO] 

North Korea: New nuclear weapons

unveiled

(ge) On March 28  North Korea unveiled smaller

nuclear warheads and vowed to increase the

production of nuclear weapons and of weapons-grade

nuclear materials. The news was announced by North
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Korean state media agency Korean Central News

Agency (KCNA).

According to the state media on March 27, North

Korea’s leader Kim Jong -un presided over the nuclear

weapons development project and reviewed the

progress made in nuclear warheads production of the

Nuclear Weapons Institute. The leader reportedly

emphasized the need to continue to strengthen the

nuclear force and to produce powerful weapons for

the defense of regional peace and security.

According to experts, the images of the warheads

released by North Korea indicate progress in

miniaturizing weapons small enough to mount on

intercontinental ballistic missiles. [KCNA, in Korean]

[Reuters]

South Korea: Government discusses

economic and finance measures to

counter sluggish economic growth

(ge) On March 28 the Ministry of Economy and Finance

and the state Cabinet approved, during a meeting, the

guidelines for the 2024 State’s expenditures budget.

According to the Ministry of Economy and Finance next

year's budget will focus on propping up the welfare

system, creating high-quality jobs for the

youth,strengthening  defense and security, and

maintaining a stable fiscal health.

The Ministry of Finance declared that among the

government’s priorities  for next year’s budget plan

there is the enhancement of private sector-led

economic growth. The government vowed to increase

expenditure on research and development projects to

secure advanced technologies in key industries and on

nurturing promising start-ups. It also plans to support

smaller firms to promote overseas trade.

Concerning the welfare expenditure, the government

vowed to provide a welfare service tailored to meet the

needs of the socially vulnerable and to reduce cash-

based incentives.

The budget is expected to be around USD 51.28 billion,

up 4.8 percent from this year, and will also prioritize

defense spending to counter North Korea's nuclear

and missile threats.

The Ministry of Strategy and Finance said that each

ministry will use the guidelines to draw up their

spending plans by the end of May, which will be
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submitted to the National Assembly by 2 September.

[Yonhap 1] [South Korea Ministry of Economy and

Finance, in Korean]

On March 29 the government also discussed measures

to boost domestic demand and economic vitality

during the current year. The measures were discussed

at the 15th meeting of the Emergency Economic

Council chaired by President Yoon Suk-yeol.

President Yoon-Suk-yeol stated that in order to

counter the economic slowdown caused by global

supply chain disruptions, rising commodity prices, and

high interest rates due to inflation, the government

plans to stabilize citizens’ life and expand exports. It

also intends to revitalize domestic demand by ensuring

seamless links between consumption and sales of

various products. 

In addition, the government plans to hold large-scale

events and discounts starting in April, expand regional

tourism contents, improve the visa system, and

strengthen support for small and medium-sized

enterprises to boost domestic demand. 

As part of these measures, South Korea has approved

tax exemptions and incentives of USD 53.48 billion, a

9.1 percent increase from last year, to support

vulnerable people and boost economic growth.

Tax exemptions for individuals will amount to USD

33.14 billion, with 68.8 percent of the total going to

mid- to low-income earners. Private companies will

receive USD 19.44 billion in tax exemptions, with 66.2

percent going to small and medium-sized firms. Large

conglomerates will receive 16.7 percent of the tax

exemptions. 

The government aims to provide tax subsidies to those

in need while reducing unnecessary tax incentives.

[Yonhap 2] [Office of the President Newsroom, in

Korean]

South Korea: President Yoon Suk-yeol

faces criticism from opposition party

(ge) On March 3 the Democratic Party (DP), the main

opposition party in South Korea, criticized President

Yoon Suk-yeol's veto of a bill that required the

government to purchase surplus rice, calling it a

rejection of the National Assembly's legislative right. 

The bill, passed by the opposition-controlled Assembly,

aimed to protect farmers and stabilize rice prices in a
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declining market. Critics, however, argue that the bill is

a short-sighted populist policy aimed at winning

farmer votes in the upcoming general elections and

would worsen overproduction and further decrease

rice prices. [The Korea Times 1]

The President has also been criticized on a different

instance, for not attending a ceremony

commemorating the Jeju April 3 Uprising and Massacre

that occurred in the late 1940s and early 1950s, killing

tens of thousands of people. 

The DP accused Yoon's administration of disrespecting

the spirit of the uprising and claimed that the

president did not fulfill his promise for a complete

resolution.

The uprising began with ideological conflict after Korea

was liberated from Japan's colonial rule. The DP held

its Supreme Council meeting on Jeju Island, where the

ceremony was held, and its leader, Lee Jae-myung

claimed that far-right activists were disowning the April

3 Uprising due to the administration's retrograde

movements. [The Korea Times 2]

South Korea: Tensions between major

labor unions and National Intelligence

Service 

(ge) On March 28 the Korean Confederation of Trade

Unions (KCTU) said it plans to lodge a complaint

against the head of the National Intelligence Service

(NIS) and three other officials, alleging that they leaked

information about a criminal investigation against the

union. 

The KCTU claims that the officials leaked details to

conservative media outlets concerning criminal

charges against KCTU members during a January 18

raid on their offices. 

The NIS and police searched the KCTU's headquarters

over allegations that the union had unauthorized

contact with North Korean spies in violation of the

National Security Act.

The labor sector has criticized the raid as government

oppression against labor unions. Han Sung-kyu, vice

chief of the KCTU, denounced the Yoon government

and the NIS for attempting to condemn the KCTU

before the final court ruling on the charges.

The KCTU also maintains that the NIS, supported by

the ruling People Power Party, is conducting a political
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struggle against the national police to safeguard its

counterintelligence powers. 

The complaint will be filed with the Corruption

Investigation Office for High-ranking Officials. [The

Korea Times] [Korean Confederation of Trade Unions,

in Korean]

On the same day four former and current executives of

a major umbrella union and a high-ranking executive

of the KCTU were arrested for allegedly making

unauthorized contact with North Korea between 2017

and 2022. 

The arrest warrant was issued by the Suwon District

Court on charges of violating the National Security Act.

The prosecutors also stated that the suspects

contacted North Korea about domestic issues and

received orders, including conducting anti-government

protests. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Supreme Court rules in favor

of progressive electricity billing

(ge) On March 30 the Supreme Court of Korea ruled in

favor of the progressive electricity billing system used

by Korea Electric Power Corporation (KEPCO),

dismissing the appeal of 87 plaintiffs who filed a

lawsuit against state-run Korea Electric Power Corp

court's ruling in favor of the country's progressive

electricity billing system that charges households more

for heavy electricity usage but not industrial

consumers. 

Under this system, the per-unit rate of electricity

becomes more expensive the more a household uses.

The plaintiffs had demanded  refunds from electricity

fees charged through this system.

The billing system was adopted after the global oil

crisis in 1973 and is aimed at encouraging people to

save electricity and achieve fair distribution. The case

drew special attention as it was led by the son-in-law of

late former President Roh Moo-hyun, who is a lawyer.

The Supreme Court found that the progressive tariff

system was introduced for rational allocation of

electricity while maintaining equity of burden among

electricity users and did not unfairly disadvantage

customers. [Supreme Court of Korea, in Korean] [The

Korea Times]
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South Korea: Constitutional Court rules

unconstitutional law denying biological

fathers the registration of extramarital

children 

(ge) The South Korean Constitutional Court has ruled

against a law which does not allow for the registration

of children born from extramarital relationships,

barring biological fathers from registering the birth of

children they have with married women. 

The Constitutional Court found that Article 46(2) of the

Act on Registration of Family Relations violates

constitutionally guaranteed basic rights of children

born out of wedlock. 

Currently, the biological mother is responsible for

registering the birth of an extramarital child and the

biological father can only do so if the mother's

whereabouts are unknown. The Court has given the

National Assembly until May 31, 2025, to pass a new

law, but the present law's articles in question are not

immediately invalidated.

The claimants, biological children of fathers recognized

for their biological blood relationship, rather than their

mothers' husbands, were unable to register their

births due to this provision. 

The court held that birth registration is a basic right

immediately after birth, necessary to form an

individual's personality.  The court also held that

Articles 57(1) and (2) of the Act violate the Constitution.

[Constitutional Court of Korea, in Korean] [The Korea

Times]

South Korea: President appoints new

National Security Adviser 

(ge) On March 29 South Korea’s National Security

Adviser Kim Sung-han resigned from his position over

an issue with planning President Yoon Suk Yeol's state

visit to the United States this April. 

Even though the Presidential office has not confirmed

the reasons behind Kim’s resignation, the decision

allegedly follows a misunderstanding over a US

proposal for a performance at a state dinner between

Yoon and President Joe Biden during the meeting

scheduled for this April. According to sources, there

have been several instances of miscommunication and

confusion between the presidential office and the

foreign ministry.
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On March 30 President Yoon nominated Cho Hyun-

dong, the First Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, as the

new ambassador to the United States, filling the

vacancy left by Cho Tae-yong's appointment to the new

national security director role. Cho, who is known for

his expertise in Seoul-Washington relations and North

Korean nuclear issues, will focus on setting up summit

agendas and fine-tuning details for Yoon's visit to the

U.S. on April 26. [The Korea Times 1] [The Korea Times

2]

Taiwan: Government plans to address

cybercrime

(sw) Premier Chen Chien-jen announced on March 31

that a government anti-fraud task force will present

measures in the next month to reduce the number of

cybercriminals that pretend to be public figures to run

investment scams. 

This becomes necessary because cases of online

scams have increased in the last few years. Currently,

people can report suspected incidents of fraud to an

anti-fraud hotline. 

The government aims to combat online fraud more

efficiently but it still needs to be examined how

suspected fraudulent online information will be

removed.

In July 2022, then-premier Su Tseng-chang established

the task force. [Taipei Times] 

Taiwan: Amnesty International criticizes

government human rights efforts

(sw) On March 28, Amnesty International called for

more transparency of the Taiwanese government in its

efforts to improve human rights. 

In May 2022, Taipei launched the National Human

Rights Action Plan for 2022-2024 and the Action Plan

for Fisheries and Human Rights to strengthen human

rights. 

However, the secretary general of Amnesty

International Taiwan, Chiu Ee-ling, criticized that the

government does not specify in the Action Plans how it

aims to reach the plans’ goals, adding that a concrete

road map for various government agencies to improve

human rights in the country is lacking while demanding

more transparency in the government’s work to
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address human rights violations and to strengthen the

rights of the LGBTI community, migrant workers,

women, children, the disabled, refugees, and other

vulnerable groups. [Focus Taiwan] 

Taiwan: Military drill at civilian airport

(sw) In July, a military aircraft emergency landing and

takeoff drill will take place for the first time at a civilian

airport in Taitung County. 

The drill will simulate a scenario in which fire from the

enemy severely damaged Taiwan’s military airports

and airstrips, and therefore requires fighter jets to land

at civilian airports or on the highway.

The drill will be part of the Han Kuang military exercise,

the annual war games that have taken place since

1984 to test Taiwan’s combat readiness in case of a

Chinese invasion. [Focus Taiwan] 
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Bangladesh: United Nations chief calls for

immediate suspension of Digital Security

Act

(az) The United Nations High Commissioner for Human

Rights, Volker Türk, has called on the Bangladesh

government to immediately suspend the application of

the country’s contentious Digital Security Act (DSA) and

https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-hu/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-kl/


to reform its provisions to bring them in line with the

requirements of international human rights law. More

than 2,000 cases have been brought under the DSA,

which came into force in October 2018. [OHCHR]

The High Commissioner said his office had consistently

raised concerns about the overly broad and ill-defined

provisions of the DSA. He also said that the

government of Prime Minister Hasina had promised

there will be safeguards against the arbitrary or

excessive application of the DSA - promises Türk

refuted as insufficient. Instead, he called for the

creation of an independent judicial panel to review all

pending cases brought under the DSA with a view to

those accused being released.

India: Opposition Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi won’t go to jail until higher court

hears appeal

(lm) The leader of the main opposition Indian National

Congress (INC) party, Rahul Gandhi, has appealed

against his conviction and jail sentence in a criminal

defamation case, seeking to suspend or overturn a

judgment that resulted in his expulsion from

Parliament a year before a national election is due. The

first hearing will be on April 13.

Gandhi was convicted last month in a case brought by

a state lawmaker from Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) after comments Gandhi

made in a 2019 speech were deemed to be insulting to

the prime minister and other people surnamed Modi

[see AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4]. His lawyer said Gandhi

had been referring to the prime minister and the two

executives while talking about accusations of high-level

corruption. [BBC] [The Straits Times] [The Guardian] 

India: 14 opposition parties jointly

petition Supreme Court, allege selective

targeting by federal investigators

(wr/lm) India’s Supreme Court on April 5 will hear a

plea jointly filed by 14 political parties over the

allegedly selective targeting by federal investigative

agencies. The petition was filed on March 24, a day

after a court in the western city of Surat had sentenced

opposition Indian National Congress (INC) leader Rahul

Gandhi to two years in jail for allegedly making

derogatory remarks in 2019 about Prime Minister
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Narendra Modi’s surname but suspended the sentence

for a month [see AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4].

The 14 main opposition parties accounted for 39

percent of the national vote at the last election; Prime

Minister Modi’s BJP alone got 38 percent of votes.

Apart from political parties of the INC-led United

Progressive Alliance, others have also joined in, most

notably the Aam Aadmi Party and the Trinamool

Congress, which has been ruling West Bengal state

since 2011.

But while the opposition parties say they will also

protest jointly in and outside parliament and draft

plans to counter the BJP across the country in coming

weeks, there are signs that forging a lasting unity will

be difficult. According to political observers familiar

with the development, the alliance’s unity depends

heavily on the INC being willing to accommodate

regional political parties and take a back seat in states

where it no longer enjoys popular support. [Reuters]

[The Straits Times] [Times of India] 

India: Delhi High Court denies APP senior

leader Sisodia bail in liquor policy scam

case

(wr/lm) A special court on April 3 extended the judicial

custody of former Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish

Sisodia till April 17 in a case pertaining to alleged

violations of rules and procedural lapses in the

formulation and implementation of the so-called Delhi

Excise Policy 2021-22.

The policy marked the exit of the Delhi government

from the liquor business in the union territory. It

divided the territory into 32 excise zones and retail

liquor licenses were issued to private players for 849

vends. The policy was implemented in November 2021

but scrapped the following July after Delhi Lieutenant

Governor VK Saxena - a member of Prime Minister

Modi’s BJP - recommended an inquiry by India’s

premier investigative agency (CBI) into alleged

irregularities in the policy.

Ministers of Delhi’s ruling Aam Aadmi Party were

accused of committing huge financial thefts through

the implementation of the policy [see AiR No. 42,

October/2022, 3], and Sisodia was arrested in February

[see AiR No. 9, February/2023, 4]. After he filed a plea

demanding bail, the CBI opposed it and submitted that

granting bail to him will hamper the on-going

investigation. They further mentioned that there has

been a constant practice of destruction of evidence by
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him. However, Sisodia's lawyer upholds that “the

requirement of custodial interrogation no longer

survives, we have passed that stage”. [Hindustan

Times] [India Today] 

India: Parliament restores MP Muhamad

Faizal’s membership

(wr) India’s Parliament on March 29 restored the

membership of Nationalist Congress Party’s (NCP)

lawmaker Muhammad Faizal, following a decision by

high court last month to suspend a conviction and

sentence of ten years of rigorous imprisonment

previously awarded to Faizal in a case of attempted

murder. Parliament’s decision came a day before the

Supreme Court was set to hear a petition in the case

filed by the lawmaker himself to challenge his

disqualification from the legislator.

On January 11, a sessions court in the Lakshadweep

union territory convicted and sentenced Faizal to 10

years in jail; two days later, Parliament’s secretariat

notified his disqualification. After Faizal challenged the

sessions court order, the Kerala High Court suspended

his conviction and sentencing on January 25, paving

the way for his reinstatement as lawmaker. With no

word coming on his reinstatement even after two

months, Faizal then challenged in the Supreme Court

the Lok Sabha Secretariat’s “unlawful action” in failing

to withdraw its disqualification notice. [The Wire]

[Times Now] [The Indian Express]

India: At least one dead as sectarian

clashes rock eastern country during

Hindu festival

(lm) Authorities in India deployed hundreds of riot

police and cut mobile internet services in eastern parts

of the country on April 2 after violent clashes between

majority Hindus and minority Muslims in Bihar state

left at least one person dead. [The Straits Times]

Nearly 100 people have been detained over the

violence that erupted on March 30 when thousands of

Hindus rallied on the streets and paraded through

Muslim-dominated areas on the occasion of “Ram

Navami” - a Hindu festival. This came a day after mobs

set fire to homes and shops.

Sectarian violence also hit seven other states in recent

days following the Hindu festival, with dozens injured
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and hundreds arrested in at least 13 towns and cities.

This included Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,

Karnataka and the Howrah region of the eastern state

of West Bengal where mobs rampaged and torched

vehicles and shops on March 30.

India: USD 2 trillion exports push in 2023

foreign trade policy

(wr) The Indian government has presented its Foreign

Trade Policy 2023 emphasizing exports boost up to

USD 2 trillion by shifting from “incentives to remission

and entitlement based regime”. The policy comes into

effect from April 1 but unlike its predecessors it doesn’t

provide an end date, according to the Director General

of Foreign Trade, but will be updated as per

requirement.

The policy incorporates four new Towns of Export

Excellence (TEEs), Faridabad, Moradabad, Mirzapur

and Varanasi into existing 39 TEEs. E-commerce is

given significant weightage in the policy which further

seeks international trade settlement in Indian Rupees.

[Ministry of Commerce & Trade] [The Hindu] [India

Today] 

India: Human rights groups flag human

rights situation as ‘deteriorating’ at UN

Human Rights Council

(wr) International rights watchdogs at the 52nd regular

session of the United Nations Human Rights Council

have called for an action against on-going repression

of human rights activists, independent journalists, free

media outlets by Indian authorities and potential

escalation in violence against minorities and

marginalized communities. The watchdog further

highlighted accelerating hate speech, incitement to

violence and majoritarian rhetoric by Hindu hyper-

nationalists, who are being overlooked by institutions

hence disturbing rule of law in the country. [Human

Rights Watch]

India: Prime Minister Modi reviews

combat readiness, addresses Combined

Commanders Conference
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(wr) India’s Prime Minister Modi on April 1 participated

in the three-day conference of military commanders in

the state of Madhya Pradesh. Under the theme “Ready,

Resurgent, Relevant”, conference participants

discussed a wide spectrum of issues pertaining to

national security, including jointness and

theaterisation in the Armed Forces. Preparation of the

Armed Forces and progress in the defense sector

towards attaining self-reliance was also reviewed.

[Prime Minister's Office] [Press Trust India]

Nepal: Prime Minister Dahal expands

Cabinet in seventh reshuffle in three

months

(lm) Nepal’s Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal on

April 1 expanded his cabinet after members of the ten-

party ruling coalition had agreed on a formula to share

the portfolios. But the Cabinet remains seven

members short of its maximum strength of 25 as

disagreement continued among the alliance’s leaders

about the distribution of some departments.

This was the first Cabinet reshuffle by the prime

minister after he won a vote of confidence in

Parliament’s lower house on March 20 after securing

the support of the then opposition Nepali Congress

party and nine smaller groups. [AiR No. 12,

March/2023, 3]

Notably, only four leaders of the Nepali Congress party

have been appointed ministers for now as the party,

which controls 88 of the seats in the 275-member

lower house of parliament, couldn’t recommend all the

names owing to intraparty disputes.

In turn, Prime Minister Dahal’s Communist Party of

Nepal (Maoist Centre), a party with just 30 seats in the

House of Representatives, managed to have eight

members in the new Cabinet, including for the defense

and finance portfolios. Furthermore, Dahal himself

remains in charge of the ministry of law, justice and

parliamentary affairs, the foreign ministry, the ministry

of forest and environment, the ministry of health and

population, and the ministry of youth and sports.

It is also worth noting that the energy ministry – a

major national player in bileration relations with other

countries - has been allocated to Dahal’s party

colleague Shakti Basnet.

Meanwhile, the minister for water supply from the

Janamat Party has already resigned, expressing

dissatisfaction with the Cabinet expansion. The
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minister and his party had demanded the ministry of

industry but the prime minister didn’t address their

demand. [The Kathmandu Post] [Business Standard]

Pakistan: Parliament approves new law to

curtail chief justice’s powers

(lm) A new constitutional crisis is emerging in Pakistan

as the country’s Parliament has passed a new law to

curtail the powers of the Supreme Court, which it

accused of creating “political instability” in the country.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s government is

currently involved in a row with the Supreme Court

over the holding of snap polls in Punjab and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa provinces where opposition leader

Imran Khan had dissolved the local assemblies in

January in a bid to force early elections [see AiR No. 3,

January/2023, 3].

According to Pakistan’s constitution, elections must be

held within 90 days of the dissolution of a legislative

assembly. However, the federal government argued

that it is economically not viable to hold the snap

elections first and then have another general election

this year. In light of this, the Supreme Court earlier this

month ordered the snap polls to be held in the two

provinces within 90 days of the dissolution of the two

local governments, which falls between April 30 and

May 7. [AiR No. 10, March/2023, 1].

But the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) poll

body last week announced October 8 as the new poll

date in Punjab after Prime Minister Sharif’s

government refused to provide the necessary funds

and polling staff citing financial constraints. A furious

opposition PTY party approached the Supreme Court,

which is now debating whether the ECP’s move is legal.

[Al Jazeera]

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on

April 3 expressed concerns that the country could face

a “martial law or an emergency-like situation” in the

event that the apex court does not constitute a larger

bench to the PTI’s petition against the ECP. [The

Nation]

At the same time, Parliament’s lower house on March

28 passed a resolution accusing the Supreme Court of

“judicial activism” and demanding its “non-

interference” in matters related to the Election

Commission. More importantly, the draft law, which

has now been sent to Pakistan’s president – a member

of Khan’s opposition PTI party - for assent, seeks to cut
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down the chief justice’s powers to constitute panels,

hear appeals or assign cases to judges in his team. The

legislation, called the Supreme Court (Practice and

Procedure) Act, 2023, also suggests setting up a three-

member panel headed by the chief justice to take up

suo motu cases. [The Straits Times]

Pakistan: Court declares colonial-era

sedition law unconstitutional

(lm) A court in Pakistan’s eastern city of Lahore on

March 30 declared the colonial-era sedition law

unconstitutional, in a verdict that will be applicable

across the country unless the Supreme Court

overturns the high court’s decision. The ruling, which

came in response to several petitions filed against the

law by citizens on the grounds that authorities use it to

target political opponents, has been hailed by free

speech advocates and journalists. [Al Jazeera] [Anadolu

Agency]

Pakistan: Prisoners deprived of adequate

healthcare, Human Rights Watch says

(lm) Pakistani authorities have systematically deprived

prisoners of adequate health care, leaving thousands

at risk of disease and death, Human Rights Watch said

in a report released on March 29. The report, “A

Nightmare for Everyone: The Health Care Crisis in

Pakistan’s Prisons,” documents widespread

deficiencies in prison health care in the South Asian

nation and the consequences for a total prison

population of more than 88,000 people. [Human Rights

Watch]

Pakistan: Eleven people killed in

stampede for food aid; inflation at 50-year

high

(tj/lm) At least 11 women and children were killed in a

stampede during the distribution of food aid at a local

distribution center in Pakistan's southern port city of

Karachi on March 31, the latest in a recent series of

such incidents as the country continues to struggle

with surging food prices. [ABC News]

Pakistan has been in economic turmoil for months

with an acute balance of payments crisis, but talks with

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to secure USD
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1.1 billion funding as part of a USD 6.5 billion bailout

agreed in 2019 are yet to yield fruit. Furthermore,

while foreign exchange reserves have risen to USD

4.24 billion after China earlier this month decided to

roll over a USD 2 billion loan that matured last week, it

still covers only about four weeks of imports. [Reuters

1]

Making matters worse, consumer price inflation in

Pakistan jumped to a record 35.37 percent in March

from a year earlier, the statistics bureau said on April

1, eclipsing February's 31.5 percent. Food, beverage

and transport prices surged up to 50 percent year-on-

year, marking the highest ever year-on-year increase

recorded by the bureau since monthly records began

in the 1970s. [Reuters 2]

Speaking against this backdrop, Pakistan’s Defense

Minister Khawaja Asif called the nation a “bankrupt

country” that has already defaulted, blaming

bureaucracy and politicians for the economic crisis.

[The Independent]

Pakistan: Roadside bomb attack by

Pakistan Taliban kills four policemen

(lm) Taliban militants in Pakistan targeted the country’s

police force in two separate attacks in the volatile

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province bordering Afghanistan

on March 30, killing four officers and wounding six. In

one attack, police say a roadside bomb struck a vehicle

carrying officers, killing four of them. The officers were

reinforcements responding to an attack earlier in the

day on a local police station. Six officers were wounded

in the attack on the station. [Associated Press] [The

Straits Times]

Pakistan: Four border guards killed by

militants in Balochistan near Iran border

(lm) Militants allegedly operating from Iran have killed

four Pakistani border patrol troops in the country’s

southwestern province of Balochistan. No group has

yet claimed responsibility for the attack. [BBC]

Sri Lanka: New anti-terrorism bill to be

tabled in parliament this month, prime

minister says
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(lm) A draft bill that, if adopted, would replace Sri

Lanka’s contentious Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA),

will be tabled in Parliament later this month, Sri

Lankan Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena said on

April 2. [Firstpost]

On March 22, the government published the proposed

“Anti- Terrorism Bill”, which purports to do away with

the provisions of the PTA that were considered in

violation of international human rights law.

However, observers have expressed concerns, in

particular, about Clause 4(1)(a) of the Bill, which, if

adopted in its current formulation, would introduce

the death penalty for “the terrorism offence of

murder”. In addition to the concern about the

introduction of the death penalty, of particular concern

are the overbroad and vague definition of “acts of

terrorism” and the identification of disobeying any

direction issued under the Act as a “terrorist offence”.

[ICJ]

Sri Lanka: Amnesty International submits

statement to UN Human Rights

Committee; senior delegation visits

(sn/lm) The international human rights

watchdog Amnesty International in a written submission

to the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Committee

about Sri Lanka’s compliance with the International

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights highlighted three

main concerns, namely: authorities’ crackdown on

protests, the problematic anti-terrorism law

(Prevention of Terrorism Act), and the lack of

accountability for serious human rights violations and

the right to an effective remedy. [Amnesty

International]

Separately, the Senior Director for regional human

rights impact at Amnesty International, Deprose

Muchena, visited Sri Lanka last week for talks with

President Ranil Wickremesinghe and Foreign Ministry

Ali Sabry. During his visit, Muchena also met with

representatives of the International Monetary Fund to

see if the USD 3 billion deal’s objectives with regard to

macroeconomic reforms align with the watchdog’s own

economic, social and cultural rights standards.

[Economy Next]

Sri Lanka: Authorities deploy armed

soldiers, police to break strike of
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petroleum workers

(sn) The Sri Lankan government deployed thousands of

armed soldiers and police last week to break industrial

action by petroleum workers protesting privatization in

the retail fuel sector to ensure an undisrupted fuel

supply. Union leaders said that many protesters were

sent on compulsory leave or banned from working

facilities. [The Island]

Earlier this year, the CPC workers additionally

protested against police usage at the CPC premises

allocated by the state authorities to make the CPC

protesters work instead of joining demonstrations. In

January, CPC officials alleged that they were pressured

to sign an uninterrupted power supply agreement by

the national Human Right Commission (HRC). The HRC

then filed a contempt case arguing that CPC had

formerly reassured of having means for the

continuous power supply but went ahead with the

power cuts. The conflict of interests emerged following

a devastating financial crisis that caused the

deprivation of primary resources in Sri Lanka. [AiR No.

5 January/2023, 5], [AiR No. 6, February/2023, 1]

Meanwhile, representatives of the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) held virtual discussions with

various Sri Lankan trade unions affiliated with the

Professionals’ Trade Union Alliance (PTUA).  Due to the

demand for debt restructuring and legislative changes

that the IMF imposed on the Sri Lankan government,

the aforementioned unions spent weeks and months

striking against rising taxes, new regulations, and

privatizations of multiple sectors. These measures led

to many workers losing their jobs. [World Socialist Web

Site]

Sri Lanka: Government to restructure

property tax, add index-linked taxes on

tobacco and alcohol 

(sn) Sri Lanka’s government has introduced various

new legislative regulations as a part of the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) debt restructuring

program. The finance ministry will substitute the

existing property tax with the introduction of the so-

called “Wealth Tax, Gift (and Inheritance) Tax”, and a

new estate tax.

To pull the bankrupt nation out of its economic

tailspin, the government in January introduced new

income taxes for professionals, ranging from 12.5

percent to more than 36 percent. It also raised other
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taxes to pay for critical purchases, including fuel and

food. This is in stark contrast from the big tax cuts

former Sri Lanka President Gotabaya Rajapaksa

introduced in 2019, which lost the government income

of more than USD 1.4 billion a year.

Last month, then, the island nation secured a much-

anticipated loan of about USD 3 billion from the

International Monetary Fund (IMF), which could help

the South Asian nation access up to USD 7 billion more

from other lenders such as the World Bank and the

Asian Development Bank. [AiR No. 12, March/2023, 3]

Sri Lanka seeks to raise tax revenue to sustain a large

cabinet and public service continuity. Indeed, two fiscal

increases were allocated for the tobacco and alcohol

industries, with the first set to kick off in June and the

following coming into the act from January 2024. [The

Island] [Economy Next 1] [Economy Next 2]

Sri Lanka: President talks to security

forces about zero tolerance for law and

order breaches

(sn) Sri Lanka’s President Ranil Wickremesinghe in a

recent speech thanked members of the police and

army for fulfilling their duties and preventing the

country from falling into civil war. He reassured that

during his term no one would be allowed to breach the

country’s law and order. As such, the president

expressed a zero-tolerance approach to violent street

protests and stated that parties can peacefully criticize

him. 

The president also proposed to defend the national

security interests of Sri Lanka in the Indian Ocean amid

the competition of the world powers in this area. 

Another agenda announced by Wickremesinghe refers

to the tightening of policies tackling the drug addiction

problem. He proposed that the state will grant no

amnesty to drug offenders. [Ministry of Defence – Sri

Lanka]

Sri Lanka: President participates in video

session with Harvard University

(sn) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe has

attended a virtual session with the faculty and

students of Harvard University. The discussion focused

on contemporary renovations in the island state and
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potential cooperation in diverse fields. The president

answered questions on a range of topics after an entry

statement to his audience. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs –

Sri Lanka]
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Cambodia: Labor Unions advocate for job

creation in garments and agriculture 

(ns) Cambodia has seen 10 factories close and 500

others halt production since the start of the COVID-19

pandemic, resulting in over 50,000 garment workers

losing their jobs. The national garment industry has

been further impacted by geopolitical issues and the

suspension of preferential trade advantages by the

European Union due to concerns over human rights

violations. 

In response, Cambodia's National Employment Agency

held a job fair in Kampong Speu province, an area

previously reported to have labor protection law

violations. A garment union representative urged

workers to avoid accepting offers at such events.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen has shown little

interest in restoring the Preferential Trade Agreement

(PTA) scheme with the EU, as some of his political

stances conflict with European standards. A

Cambodian Labor Confederation representative

commended the Ministry's initiative to employ job-

seekers but highlighted the need to support

agricultural workers as well. The representative also

emphasized the importance of resolving the PTA issue

with the United States and EU to address the
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unemployment problem. [Radio Free Asia 1], [Radio

Free Asia 2]

Cambodia: Opposition members released

on bail  

(ns) On March 28, local Cambodian media published a

video of an opposition member apologizing for

insulting King Norodom Sihamoni and Prime Minister

Hun Sen. Accompanying the video was a letter in which

opposition activist Yim Sinorn acknowledged his

mistake in a Facebook comment on the positions of

the authorities. Following the announcement, Phnom

Penh Municipal Court ordered the release of the

defendant.

Yim Sinorn and his counterpart, Hun Kosal, were taken

into custody on March 22 on charges of inciting social

unrest. The second opposition activist remains in

detention at Prey Sar prison. The wife of the released

individual appealed to the Prime Minister for mercy,

receiving a response praising her approach to conflict

resolution. Hun Sen stated that he does not have an

interest in addressing the matters of those who seek

help from foreign and non-governmental support,

warning that such pressure could result in longer

convictions for the defendants. [Khmer Times]

[Cambodianess] [AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4]

Cambodia: State-controlled media

disclose personal lives of opposition

figures 

(ns) A local state-controlled media outlet leaked a

private conversation between the Secretary General of

the Candlelight opposition party and his alleged

mistress. 

Following the publication, political commentator Seng

Sary called for an investigation into the apparent

phone tapping, arguing that if politically motivated, the

publication aims to destroy the reputation and

credibility of the opposition. Sary also suggested that if

political agents ordered the release, it reflects the

current state of Cambodian politics. 

Similar incidents have occurred in the past, with the

same media outlet, Fresh News, publishing private

phone conversations between another opposition

member and his mistress. The President of the Khmer

Student Intelligent League Association noted that
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according to Article 368 of Cambodia's penal code,

rebroadcasting a private conversation without consent

is a crime punishable by a sentence of two months to

one year. [Radio Free Asia]

Cambodia: Lawyers of opposition leader

Kem Sokha appeal against Phnom Penh

Municipal Court verdict

(ns) On March 28, lawyers of former Cambodia

National Rescue Party (CNRP) President Kem Sokha

met with their client to prepare for a new appeal. The

lawyers plan to appeal against the entire verdict of the

Phnom Penh Municipal Court. Currently, the former

CNRP leader remains under house

arrest. [Cambodianess]

On March 3, a Cambodian judge sentenced Kem Sokha

to 27 years and ordered him to abstain from political

activity for conspiring with foreign agents to overthrow

the government. International observers, including

Human Rights Watch and the European Parliament,

called for the immediate release of the opposition

leader by Cambodian authorities. Despite these calls,

the Cambodian Parliament rejected the motion for

resolution. [Air No. 12, March/2023, 3]

Cambodia: Prime Minister Hun Sen warns

foreign states against supporting

opposition 

(ns) On March 3, during the inauguration of a new

hospital in Tbong Kkmum province, Cambodian Prime

Minister Hun Sen issued a warning to foreign

governments, emphasizing that diplomatic missions

should focus on fostering relationships between

governments. He cautioned that support for

opposition groups would be seen as promoting

lawlessness, and as a result, he would not welcome

diplomatic missions from countries that back

politicians outside the established government in

Cambodia.

The Japanese Ambassador to Cambodia attended the

event, where the Cambodian leader referred to the

Malaysian Prime Minister's approach as an example,

emphasizing that countries should refrain from

meddling in the internal affairs of others. He

underscored the importance of maintaining peace and

highlighted the world's unpreparedness for the war in

https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-xr/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-xy/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-xj/


Ukraine, attempts to overthrow the German

government, and other political conflicts globally.

Hun Sen also criticized support for labor activists,

questioning the legitimacy of protests by unemployed

individuals lasting nearly two years. The Royal

Academy of Cambodia maintains that the current one-

party government was elected through a democratic

process. This statement followed the announcement of

the top 12 candidates of the Cambodian People's

Party, including Hun Sen's son, General Hun Manet.

The nominee, recently promoted to four-star general,

may have to resign per the Constitution to be officially

elected as a parliament member. [Phnom Penh Post],

[The Diplomat]

Indonesia: Five major parties might form

grand alliance for 2024 presidential

election, Prabowo says

(lm) Prabowo Subianto, Indonesia’s current defense

minister and chairman of the right-wing populist

Gerindra Party, said on April 2 that five major political

parties which currently back President Joko Widodo's

administration, could join forces to nominate a unified

presidential ticket in the 2024 general elections. The

five political parties are Gerindra, the National

Mandate Party (PAN), the United Development Party

(PPP), the Golkar Party and the National Awakening

Party (PKB). [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Human Rights Commission

hosts webinar about conditions in

women's jails

(fb) Last week, Indonesia’s Commission on Human

Rights (CHR), together with UN Women, and Gantala

Press organized a webinar with the support of several

partner organizations to inform about the current

situation in women's jails and their access to justice.

According to the CHR, despite attempts to promote

legislative and regulatory measures to enhance access

to justice and protection in detention facilities, many

women and girls continue to confront severe

difficulties in pursuing their legal rights and holding

judicial institutions responsible. [Commission on

Human Rights]
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FIFA pulls U20 World Cup from Indonesia

following vocal opposition of Israel’s

participation

(lm) The Fédération internationale de football

association (FIFA), football’s world governing body, has

removed Indonesia as host of this year’s Under-20

World Cup following vocal opposition to Israel’s

participation by Indonesian senior officials. [CNN]

[South China Morning Post]

Indonesia had allocated USD 31 million to host the

tournament, which was supposed to take place in six

cities across the country. But Wayan Koster, the

governor of Bali, had sent a letter to Indonesia’s sports

ministry requesting Israel be banned from competing

in the province. Another politician who objected to

Israel’s participation was Central Java Governor Ganjar

Pranowo, whom polls indicate is a frontrunner in

the 2024 presidential election.

Speaking against this backdrop, Indonesia’s President

Joko Widodo last week underlined his country’s

support for Palestine and the two-state solution,

adding that Israel’s participation in the Under-20

football World Cup would bring no change to

Indonesia’s foreign policy. The two countries do not

have formal diplomatic relations, and support for the

Palestinian cause in the world’s most populous Muslim

nation runs high. [Al Jazeera]

Separately, President Widodo appointed Golkar Party

politician Dito Ariotedjo as the new youth and sports

minister on April 3, making the 32-year-old the

youngest member of a presidential cabinet in more

than two decades. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia on its path for meeting SDG

objectives

(fb) On March 30 an expert coordinator at the National

Secretariat for SDG Implementation told the 3rd

ASEAN Conference on the Sustainable Development

Goals of the United Nations the Indonesia continued to

make efforts to hasten the target’s accomplishment. 

The expert stated that Indonesia has created a number

of measures to hasten the accomplishment of the

SDGs during the course of the past seven years of

implementation. He furthermore mentioned that 124

of the 169 SDG objectives in Indonesia had been given

priority in the 2020–2024 National Medium Term

Development Plan to eliminate poverty by 2024, speed
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up the country's digital transformation in the health

and education sectors, promoting the tourist industry

to serve as the primary economic driver by creating

special economic zones for tourism and reforming the

banking sector.

Another decisive role is played by the prevention of

corruption, which has become a major priority in terms

of establishing the country's progress. [Asia News

Network]

Laos: Villagers raise concerns over China-

built industrial city

(dql) Residents of a village in Khammouane province

have raised concerns over a project funded by Chinese

investors to build an industrial city near a potash mine

as they fear negative impacts to their communities and

their forest-based livelihood.

This comes after Developer Sino Agri International

Potash Co. signed a memorandum of understanding

with the Laos government on March 24 for the

development of a “smart-eco industrial city” on 20

square kilometers of land in two districts. According to

construction plans, the future city will have an industry

zone for production of fertilizer feedstock, a city zone

with office buildings and a community zone for living. 

In 2020, Sino Agri, a subsidiary of Asia Potash, which

has direct links to entities directed by China’s

governing State Council, started to excavate a

potassium mine at the site for the industrial city. 

The world’s largest consumer of fertilizer, China is

looking to secure reliable supplies of potassium

resources. [Radio Free Asia]

Laos: World Food Program country report

acknowledges achievements

(dql) The UN World Food Program (WFP) has released

its 2022 country report for Laos according to which 86

percent of planned WFP activities have been

implemented. 

Among the achievements highlighted in the report are:

in over 1,400 schools school feeding programmes were

handed over to the National School Meals Programme;

a Prime Minister’s Decree, under which school feeding

is integrated into national budget lines; and the

establishment of more than 115 community assets
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through food assistance for assets activities that

increases resilience to climate-related hazards and

natural disasters. [Relief Web]

Malaysia: Parliament’s lower house

passes reforms to abolish mandatory

death penalty for serious crimes

(ldm/lm) Malaysia's parliament on April 3 voted to

remove the death penalty as the mandatory sentence

for 11 serious crimes and abolish natural-life prison

sentences, legal reforms that were cautiously

welcomed by rights groups but still need to clear the

country's upper house and the king to pass.

Malaysia has had a moratorium on executions since

2018, when it first promised to abolish capital

punishment entirely. But before April 3, courts had to

mandate hanging as punishment for 11 serious crimes

including murder, drug trafficking, treason, kidnapping

and acts of terror. 

Under the amendments passed, alternatives to the

death penalty include whipping and imprisonment of

between 30 to 40 years. The new jail term will replace

all previous provisions that call for imprisonment for

the duration of the offender's natural life.  Life

imprisonment sentences, defined by Malaysian law as

a fixed term of 30 years, will be retained.

Once the bill comes into effect, prisoners will have 90

days to file a review of their sentences but not their

convictions. [BBC] [Reuters] [The Guardian]

Malaysia: Ministries urged to expedite

talks with Sabah and Sarawak

(ldm) The Malaysia Agreement 1963 (MA63) technical

committee has urged four ministries - finance, natural

resources, environment and climate change,

education, and health - to accelerate talks with Sabah

and Sarawak. All issues must be settled before the

MA63 Implementation Action Council chaired by Prime

Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim and the Dewan

Rakyat next month so that amendments can be made.

The finance ministry has to table a bill in Parliament

that will allow for the appointment of Inland Revenue

Board members specifically for Sabah and Sarawak.

The natural resources, environment and climate

change ministry must finalize issues about state land in
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Sabah and Sarawak, which had been handed over to

the federal government but had yet to be developed.

The discussions with the education and health

ministries are focused on whether all administrative

matters can be handed over entirely to the Sarawak

and Sabah governments. [NST]

Myanmar: 40 political parties dissolved 

(ih) The military junta in Myanmar has disbanded 40

political parties, including the National League for

Democracy (NLD), for not re-registering under the

newly imposed Political Parties Registration Law. 

The United States, United Kingdom, Japan, and

Australia have denounced the decision, while China,

Russia, and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN) have refrained from commenting. [Al Jazeera]

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: NLD lawmaker receives

additional 11-year sentence under

counter-terrorism law

(ih) On March 30, Daw Thet Htar Hnoung, a deposed

National League for Democracy (NLD) lawmaker, was

sentenced to a supplementary 11 years in prison

under the country’s counter-terrorism law. 

Daw Thet Htar Hnoung was initially apprehended in

Kachin State on August 4, 2021, and received a one-

year prison sentence for incitement by a state capital

court in May 2022. 

Over 1,200 NLD members, including 80 former

Members of Parliament, have been detained by the

military regime, and more than 20,900 individuals have

been arrested since the coup, as reported by the

Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.  [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Latest numbers of civilian

deaths

(fb) Even two years after the summit in Jakarta and

Indonesia as a chairmanship of ASEAN in 2023, the

situation has not improved and just on March 30 eight

civilians were killed in a military airstrike. One main

issue was that until today the course of action that will
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be taken against a member that gravely violated not

only the common agreement but also the binding

ASEAN Charter, which upholds the values of

democracy, rule of law, and human rights, has not

been made clear by Jakarta.

Indonesia and Malaysia have frequently advocated a

more assertive stance to Myanmar, but this has been

thwarted by Thailand and Cambodia's stated

reluctance to isolate the junta. The end outcome is a

lowest common denominator approach. Experts

clarified that there must be a deadline with clear

penalties for the junta's transgressions. These

penalties should therefore include the threat of

suspending Myanmar in accordance with ASEAN

Charter Article 20, which deals with serious

transgressions and noncompliance.

This reign of crimes against the Myanmar people is still

continuing on today and just last week Thomas

Andrews, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation

of human rights in Myanmar, stated that since the

coup, more than 3,000 civilians have died, 1.3 million

people have been forced to flee their homes, and

16,000 have been imprisoned for political reasons.

[Human Rights Watch] [La Prensa Latina]

Myanmar: Junta engages in discussions

with ethnic armed groups 

(ih) Seven signatories to the Nationwide Ceasefire

Agreement (NCA) have sent representatives to

Naypyidaw for informal talks with senior junta generals

regarding the organization of a peace conference and

potential amendments to the military-drafted

constitution. 

According to junta media, the meeting centered on

arranging a peace conference, the election proposed

by the Myanmar military regime, and revising the

army-drafted 2008 Constitution.

However, observers argue that any peace talks

between the Myanmar military and NCA signatories,

none of which are currently battling the regime, would

hold no practical value. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Ministry of Agriculture

institutes three-month fishing ban 

(ih) From April 1 to June 30, Myanmar's Ministry of

Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation will enforce a
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three-month fishing ban in its territorial sea to

safeguard fishery resources during the spawning

season. 

As a result, marine product exports will decline during

this period, with Myanmar only exporting surplus

marine products. Myanmar accrued over USD 725

million from marine product exports in the first 11

months of the 2022-23 fiscal year. 

Over 3,000 licensed offshore fishing vessels operate in

Myanmar's waters, with more than 1,000 of them in

the Taninthayi region. [The Star]

Myanmar: Junta Dismisses Karen State

Commander Following Unsatisfactory

Performance

(ih) Lieutenant General Khin Hlaing, the commander of

Karen State, has been removed by Myanmar's junta

following significant casualties in skirmishes with the

Karen National Union (KNU). 

This marks the second general to be dismissed by the

junta, and Major General Myat Thet Oo, commander of

the southeastern region overseeing Karen State, has

also been reassigned. 

The restructuring indicates that junta chief Min Aung

Hlaing is displeased with the regime's losses in Karen

State. Major General Nyunt Win Swe now leads the

Bureau of Special Operations 4, while Brigadier

General Soe Min has been appointed the new

southeastern commander.  [The Irrawaddy]

Philippines: Lawmaker accused of

organizing governor’s murder

(lm) A Philippine lawmaker, Representative Arnolfo

Teves, has been accused of masterminding the murder

of Negros Oriental province’s late Govenor Roel

Degamo in March following an investigation into one of

the country’s deadliest political attacks in years. [The

Straits Times]

Gunmen wearing military-style uniforms shot and

killed Degamo and eight others in his home. The police

have arrested 11 suspects over the audacious attack; a

12th suspect was killed in a shoot-out [see AiR No. 13,

March/2023, 4]. Representative Teves’ brother was

unseated as governor of Negros Oriental after the
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election commission declared in September that

Degamo was the rightful winner of the 2022 election

following a vote count. The Supreme Court upheld the

decision in February.

Singapore: Expectations for Singapore

public service

(sfa) Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister

Lawrence Wong has urged public servants to actively

engage in policy-related discussions while maintaining

professional conduct. 

He believes that such normative standards will enable

Singapore to achieve greater heights. Furthermore,

Wong emphasized the importance of succession

planning, with a focus on grooming young officers to

replace senior officials leaving or retiring from the

Public Service through professional development.  [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: Adherence to WHO's revised

Global COVID-19 Vaccination

recommendations

(sfa) Singapore has confirmed that its vaccination

strategy aligns with the World Health Organization's

(WHO) latest revision of global COVID-19 vaccination

recommendations. 

As a result, medically vulnerable individuals will receive

booster shots in 2023, and children will obtain

minimum protection with Moderna/SpikeVax or Pfizer-

BioNTech/Comirnaty vaccines. This decision follows

data suggesting that vaccinated children have a lower

hospitalization risk than unvaccinated children, and it

will provide additional protection for the elderly

population.  [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Demand for technology talent

despite global tech industry challenges

(sfa) Despite weak growth and job cuts in the global

tech industry, Singapore is actively seeking talent for

various technology positions. Increased demand for

software, web, and multimedia developers, software

and application managers, and systems analysts with

skills in Java, C++, or Python was reported in 2022. 
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Additionally, the professionals, managers, executives,

and technicians (PMET) group saw a rise in vacancies,

with some positions prioritizing applicants' skills and

work attitudes over academic qualifications. [The

Straits Times]

Singapore: Tidal energy trial in pursuit of

carbon emission reduction

(sfa) Singapore will conduct a trial on tidal energy as an

alternative to diesel-run generators currently powering

Raffles Lighthouse on Pulau Satumu. 

This effort aims to reduce carbon emissions in the

power sector by decreasing diesel consumption.

However, challenges include Singapore's narrow tidal

range and limited sea space due to ports, anchorage,

and shipping lanes. 

Additionally, the trial must ensure minimal impact on

marine life, with measures like sensors and low-

spinning turbines in place. If successful, the project

could lead to expanded use of tidal energy for other

waterfront facilities and electric charging locations for

vessels in Singapore. [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Political parties sign election

integrity agreement, military-linked

parties decline

(aj) On March 30, 36 of Thailand's political parties,

including the progressive Move Forward Party and

main opposition Pheu Thai Party, signed an ethics

agreement facilitated by Election Commission (EC) to

ensure the integrity of the upcoming May 7 general

elections. 

The ruling Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) and the

premier's United Thai Nation Party (UTNP) opted not to

sign the accord. It should be noted that the PPRP was

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha's original party that

formed following his 2014 takeover of the civilian

government before joining the UTNP earlier this year. 

The PPRP justified its decision to back out of the

signing by citing the Political Parties Act, which

prohibits external influence on a party's internal

affairs. The UTNP did not comment on the matter.

Signatories of the agreement pledged to uphold the

democratic process by ensuring free and fair elections,
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refraining from interfering with other parties during

the campaign season, and respecting the outcome of

the people's vote. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Parties criticize Election

Commission’s handling of overseas votes

(aj) At least four political parties – Seri Ruam Thai,

Move Forward, Pheu Thai, Prachachart – implored the

EC to coordinate their plans with the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs (MFA) to ease the voting process for

Thai citizens living abroad.

The request comes after news of several Thai

embassies and consulates canceling voting by post and

scheduling advance voting on work days. Parties also

criticized the Thai diplomatic corps abroad for not

giving overseas voters ample time to vote, and in some

cases, only giving voters a turnaround time of only one

week for receiving and submitting the ballot by post. 

There are 1.3 million Thais abroad and 1 million of

them are eligible to vote. [Bangkok Post] 

Thailand: Election Commission takes

measures to ensure election campaign

integrity online

(aj) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC)  is

collaborating with the Thai Ministry of Digital Economy

and Society (DES) on setting up a monitor room to

screen for illegal campaign activity online and analyze

online campaign trends. 

EC Secretary-General Sawaeng Boonmee states that

the collaborating agencies are on the lookout for

content related to vote selling and power abuse, which

will be struck down immediately. Legal action will be

taken against the originators of the content. [Bangkok

Post] 

Thailand: Candidate registration begins,

security measures increase at registration

venues

(aj) During the week of April 3, political parties are

given five days to register candidates for Thailand's 500

constituencies. 
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The Election Commission (EC) has organized two

venues in Bangkok's central Din Daeng district for MP

candidate registration, the Thai-Japan Bangkok Youth

Center and Bangkok City Hall 2.

Anticipating potential unrest at the two locations,

authorities deployed at least 170 officers for crowd

control, with national police working in coordination

with local officers and an explosive ordnance disposal

(EOD) team on standby. [Bangkok Post] [Bangkok Post

2] [Pattaya Mail] 

Thailand: Yellow-shirt protesters receive

sentence for obstructing 2013 party

candidate registration

(aj) On March 28, thirteen yellow-shirt protesters were

sentenced to two years in prison for attempting to

block candidate registration in late December 2013.

The demonstrators, part of the now-disbanded

People's Democratic Reform Committee (PDRC), a

conservative faction supporting the monarchical

system, were protesting against the then Pheu Thai-led

government. The protesters used rudimentary

weapons to attack police officers and tried to prevent

parties from entering the candidate registration venue

in Bangkok. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Child activist faces lèse-majesté

charges

(aj) Amnesty International is urging the Thai

government to drop criminal charges against a 15-

year-old pro-democracy activist, identified only as Yok

for security reasons. 

Yok, who took part in a peaceful protest against

Thailand's lèse-majesté laws in October 2022, was

arrested in February 2023 and is being detained at the

Baan Pranee Children and Juvenile Training Centre for

Girls in Nakhon Pathom Province. During the week of

March 27, Yok was placed in pre-trial detention.

More than 1,800 individuals have faced criminal

charges for participating in the 2020-2021 anti-

government protests. Since the protests, at least 230

individuals have been charged with lèse-majesté,

including 18 children. [Amnesty International]
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Thailand: Man under arrest for defacing

temple, denounces lèse-majesté laws

(aj) Suttawee Soikham, a freelance artist and member

of the liberal Free Youth Movement, was arrested for

vandalizing the exterior wall of Bangkok's renowned

Wat Phra Kaew, or "Temple of the Emerald Buddha,"

with a symbol expressing disapproval of Thailand's

lèse-majesté laws. 

On March 28, Suttawee spray-painted the number

"112," referencing Section 112 of the Criminal Code on

lèse-majesté , with a line through it. Suttawee is facing

two charges, one for violating the Cleanliness Act and

another for the Ancient Monuments Act. The artist

could face up to seven years in prison and be fined up

to USD 20,500. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: National Assembly's Law

Committee holds 13th plenary session

(ih) On March 30, Vietnam's National Assembly Law

Committee convened its 13th plenary session to assess

adjustments to the Law and Ordinance Building

Programme for 2023 and draft the 2024 programme.

The government proposed the addition of a law

amending and supplementing articles of the Law on

People's Public Security to the agenda for the fifth

National Assembly session. Five draft laws will be

deliberated during the May session and submitted for

approval during the sixth plenary session. 

The committee will also provide input on the draft Law

on defense industry, security and industrial

mobilisation, the draft Law on Property Auction, and

the draft Law on Capital City. For the 2024 programme,

18 draft laws have been proposed, with six to be

debated in the sixth session, ten in the seventh

session, and two in the eighth session [Vietnam+].

Vietnamese government grants early

release to two prisoners of conscience

(ih) Vietnam has granted early release to two prisoners

of conscience who were sentenced to five-year prison

terms in 2019 for contravening Article 117 of the

nation's penal code. This article criminalizes activities

such as "making, storing, distributing or disseminating

information, documents and items" that are against

the state. 

https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-ay/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-aj/


Huynh Thi To Nga, released 10 months early, was

imprisoned for posting critical comments on Facebook

concerning Vietnam's leaders, national sovereignty,

corruption, and economic mismanagement.

Meanwhile, Nguyen Van Cong Em, released 11 months

early, was incarcerated for allegedly distorting

information about the U.S.-North Korea Summit on

Facebook [Radio Free Asia]

 

International Relations,

Geopolitics and Security

in Asia

 

 

Bangladesh finalizes draft of its ‘Indo-

Pacific Outlook’; mirrors objectives of US

Indo-Pacific Strategy

(az/lm) Last month, Bangladesh finalized a draft of its

so-called “Indo-Pacific Outlook”, a foreign policy that

mirrors many of the objectives of the United States’

Indo-Pacific Strategy, and thus, might suggest that

Dhaka is moving closer to all full embrace of

Washington’s vision and its goal to to counter China in

the region. [Bangla Tribune]

This development comes as the US and a few key allies

have signaled that Bangladesh should be a part of the

Indo-Pacific Strategy. Last month, Japanese Prime

Minister Fumio Kishida visited New Delhi to announce

plans for a new, Tokyo-led initiative for greater security

and economic cooperation for the region. He also

called for collaborations with Bangladesh, including a

new economic partnership agreement [see AiR No. 12,

March/2023, 3]. This was preceded by a visit to

Bangladesh by British Indo-Pacific Minister Anne-Marie

Trevelyan [see AiR No. 11, March/2023, 2]. 
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But the draft “Indo-Pacific Outlook” stipulates that

Dhaka seeks to avoid rivalries and has no security

goals. Observers also note that calling it an “outlook”

rather than a “policy” or “strategy” has a softer

connotation. The 10-member Association of Southeast

Asian Nations — which includes many states that have

cordial relations with China — opted for the same term

in its own Indo-Pacific statement.

China nonetheless seems concerned. Last week, the

Chinese ambassador to

Bangladesh accused Washington of trying to push

Dhaka into Washington’s camp. [Prothom Alo]

United Nations exhibition remembers

victims of 1971 crackdown by Pakistan

Army in Bangladesh

(az) An exhibition on the atrocities committed by the

Pakistan Army and its collaborators in Bangladesh in

1971 has been held for the first time at the United

Nations (UN) headquarters in New York.

Approximately 3 million people endured fatality and at

least 200,000 women were raped during the nearly

nine-month long military crackdown. With the addition

of sexual violence, religious intolerance, and ethnic

cleansing, the genocide has had a significant impact on

Bangladesh at large. But to date the UN is yet to

officially recognize the 1971 events as genocide.

The exhibition holds photos with information on the

number of people killed, the number of refugees who

went to neighboring India, and the number of women

who fell victim to the Pakistan Army. Bangladesh

Foreign Secretary Ambassador Masud Bin Momen said

that the exhibition is one of the major efforts towards

the recognition of the genocide. [News Drum]

[MoneyControl]

Suspected members of Sikh extremist

group arrested in Philippines

(mk) Philippine authorities have arrested suspected

members of a Sikh separatist group banned in India,

the Khalistan Tiger Force (KTF). Currently in the custody

of the Philippine military, the members are also being

probed for alleged links to the Jammu and Kashmir

Ghaznavi Force (JKGF), another banned organization in

India. [Arab News]
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Last month, Sikh protesters damaged Indian

diplomatic facilities in the United Kingdom and the

United States, smashing windows and injuring

personnel at the High Commission of India in London

and the Indian Consulate in San Francisco.

Reports suggested the protesters support Amritpal

Singh, a radical preacher within the separatist

Khalistan movement that seeks to establish a

sovereign state for followers of the Sikh religion. Singh

faces an arrest warrant under India’s National Security

Act and authorities last month launched a manhunt for

the preacher, who is believed to have fled his home

state of Punjab, and detained alleged supporters in the

state [see AiR No. 9, February/2023, 4]. Against this

backdrop, hundreds of protesters gathered again at

the Indian Consulate in Vancouver, Canada, on March

25 to protest the crackdown.

Meanwhile, Punjabis living in Canada have been facing

death threats and assaults from radical Khalistani

groups after the Punjab state police began their

crackdown on Singh’s “Waris Punjab De” - Heirs of

Punjab - group is allegedly linked to a new wave of

violence, including several encounters with the police.

[The Indian Express] [Punjab News Express] [The

Hindu]

India hosts SCO security advisors’

meeting, calls for respecting ‘sovereignty

and territorial integrity’ of nations

(mk/lm) India as the current chair of the eight-member

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) on March 29

hosted a meeting of the regional organization’s

National Security Advisers (NSA) in New Delhi. The

meeting was chaired by Indian NSA Ajit Doval, and

attended onsite by top officials from Russia,

Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan.

China and Pakistan attended the event virtually. [The

Hindu]

The meet on March 29 focused on the developments in

Afghanistan, as well as aim to help advance

consultations on Russia’s plans for the Eurasian

economic bloc. India is set to host a range of such

preparatory events in the lead up to the SCO summit

that will take place under its chairmanship in Goa this

summer, including a defense ministers’ meeting

scheduled to be held in New Delhi in April and the

foreign ministers confab set for early May. [The Hindu

2]
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Pakistan’s attendance, albeit virtually, assumes added

significance because the country did not participate in

a March 21 event on the contributions of armed forces

to medicine, healthcare, and pandemic response held

under the framework.

Precisely what happened depends on which reports

you read, but both sides seem to agree that the bone

of contention was a map used by the Pakistani side,

showing India’s Jammu and Kashmir union territory as

its own. After the matter came to New Delhi’s

attention, the Pakistani side was asked to show the

“correct map” or to stay away from the seminar. [The

Diplomat]

U.S. NATO envoy says alliance would be

‘open’ to deepening ties with India 

(mk) The United States permanent representative to

the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), Julianne

Smith, on March 31 remarked that the military alliance

was “open” to deepening ties with India. Smith

confirmed that NATO officials had held informal

discussions with their Indian counterparts on the

sidelines of the Raisina Dialogue conference held in

New Delhi earlier this year.

The remarks emerge amidst India’s efforts at

maintaining a balance in its attitude towards the West

and Russia in the backdrop of the war in Ukraine. They

also follow Russian Security Council Secretary Nikolai

Patrushev’s visit to India and his subsequent meeting

with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on

Wednesday. [The Hindu] [Times of India]

‘No intrusion into Bhutan by China’,

Bhutanese Prime Minister says; India

concerned

(mk/lm) The prime minister of Bhutan, Lotay Tshering,

in an interview denied that China has built facilities

inside Bhutanese territory, adding that the two

countries will soon settle their border disputes

following a few round of talks. Tshering, who was on a

visit to Belgium, also said that talks on the Doklam

Plateau, a tri-junction between India, China, and

Bhutan, could only start once Beijing and New Delhi

have “settled” their military stand-off along their

disputed border in the Himalayan region. [La Libre, in

French] [The Diplomat]
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China claims approximately 764 square kilometers in

the northwest and central areas of the Himalayan

kingdom, and the two countries have held over 24

rounds of boundary talks in a bid to resolve the

dispute. But construction-related activity in some of

the locations along Bhutan's western border

significantly sped up in 2021, suggesting that China

was bent on upping the pressure on Thimphu to yield

contested areas to Beijing. Later the same year, the

two countries signed an agreement on a “three-step

roadmap” to expedite negotiations to resolve their

festering boundary dispute [see AiR No. 42,

October/2021, 3]. In January this year, a Bhutanese

delegation visited Kunming to participate in the 11th

expert group meeting on the China-Bhutan boundary

issues.

For India, which wields traditionally great influence

over Bhutan, the Doklam Plateau is strategically

important and highly sensitive territory precisely

because it houses the Siliguri Corridor, also known as

the “Chicken’s Neck”. This 60-kilometer long and 22-

kilometer wide stretch of land connects India’s north-

eastern states with the rest of the country. In 2017, the

Indian and Chinese armies were locked in a 73-day

stand-off at the tri-junction after China tried to extend

a road in the area that Bhutan claimed belonged to it

[see AiR 29. December 2017]. [Geopolitical Monitor]

Against this backdrop, the recent remarks by Thsering

have stirred considerable concern among Indian

opposition parties, which have called on the central

government to act against China’s continued

geographical and military assertions in Doklam. They

also want the Modi administration to actively protect

the country’s long-standing partnership with Bhutan,

which is believed to be undergoing challenges. [The

Hindu]

China, for its part, recently claimed that Bhutan has

closer ties with Beijing than with New Delhi in terms of

not only culture and religion, but also history. It also

alleged that its border dispute with Thimphu have not

been formally demarcated because of India’s

obstruction. [The Global Times]

China’s new defense minister to visit India

for SCO meet in April

(mk/lm) China’s newly appointed defense minister,

General Li Shangfu, is set to make his first visit to India

in April to attend the Shanghai Cooperation

Organisation (SCO)’s Defence Ministers’ Meet, in what

would be the first high-level military visit from China
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since the military stand-off between the two countries

along their disputed border in the Himalayan region

(LAC) began in June 2020.

The defense ministers of both nations will likely meet

for bilateral talks during Shangfu’s visit. This will be

another first since the Indian Defence Minister, Rajnath

Singh, met his previous Chinese counterpart, Wei

Fenghe, at the sidelines of the SCO Defence Ministers’

Meet in Moscow in September 2020.

Border tensions between the two nations have taken

up much of the ongoing dialogue between them, with

Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar recently

remarking on the importance of military and

diplomatic efforts jointly alleviating the crisis. The

Chinese Chargé d’Affaires for India, Ma Jia, also

commented on the positive progress being made

between India and China at a media briefing last week.

[AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4] 

Other comments, specifically from India’s army chief

Manoj Pande, undermine this progress. In a keynote

address at a seminar on the rise of China organized by

the Savitribai Phule Pune University and New Delhi

based Centre for China Analysis and Strategy, Pande

proclaimed that the conflict between the two parties

could widen due to Chinese military incursions along

the LAC. 

India and China also remarkably differ on the current

status along the LAC, with comments from the Minister

Counsellor of the Chinese Embassy in India, Chen

Jianjun, having proclaimed the situation of “emergency

control” at the border as a matter of the past. India has

acknowledged the progress being made but has

remained firm in its stance that the stand-off, despite

recent military disengagement in eastern Ladakh, has

not yet ended. [The Hindu 2] [Deccan Herald]

These perspectives continue to emerge even as China

and India recently participated in meetings between

working groups from Defence Ministries of SCO

member states, in an effort to foster trust and

cooperation. [The Independent] [The Hindu]

Global bondholders demand call on Sri

Lanka to share losses with domestic debt

holders

(sn/lm) As Sri Lanka’s government is scheduled to

outline its debt restructuring plans on April 6 to access

additional financing from the International Monetary

Fund (IMF), holders of the country’s foreign bonds are
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demanding that domestic debt holders share billions

of dollars in losses. Colombo’s position on this is more

cautious because it fears that piling losses on local

banks may endanger financial stability. [Bloomberg]

Sri Lanka is bankrupt and has suspended repayment of

its USD 51 billion foreign debt, of which USD 28 billion

must be repaid by 2027. Last month, Colombo reached

a preliminary agreement with the IMF for a USD 2.9

billion rescue package over four years. But its

completion hinges on assurances on debt

restructuring from creditors that include China, India

and the Paris Club, a grouping of major creditor

nations. In light of this, global bondholders are

concerned that the restructuring could reduce

payments earmarked for them, or even trigger another

restructuring effort down the road.

Sri Lankan State Minister meets with

ASEAN Heads of Mission to strengthen

cooperation

(sn) Sri Lanka on March 30 hosted a meeting between

the Heads of Mission of the 10-member Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the senior

officials of the country’s foreign ministry. The Sri

Lankan Secretary of the All Island Buddhasasana

Council also took part in the event on an invitation of

the State Minister. 

The discussions focused on reinforcing connectivity

with the ASEAN countries, essentially accounting for

the common religious heritage of Buddhism. The

parties proposed to stimulate cultural exchange visits

between the people to share traditional practices and

increase further cooperation. Sri Lankan State Minister

proposes local monks visit ASEAN countries through

the private sector program connecting Buddhist

temples in South Asia and ASEAN. The Heads of

Mission presiding over the negotiations welcomed this

initiative. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Sri Lanka]

South Korea hosts Indo-Pacific meeting of

Second Summit for democracy

(ge) On March 30, 2023, the Korean government

hosted the Indo-Pacific meeting of the Second Summit

for democracy. The events focused on "Challenges and

Progress in Addressing Corruption."
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Representatives from various countries and

organizations, including academia and civil society

figures related to anti-corruption, attended the

meetings. 

The countries in the Indo-Pacific region adopted a Joint

Declaration on the Challenges and Performance of

Corruption Response to reaffirm their commitment to

promoting democracy and fighting corruption.

The meetings included four panel sessions that

covered topics such as international cooperation for

anti-corruption, non-governmental officials'

participation in anti-corruption activities, technology

and anti-corruption, financial transparency and

integrity. 

The meeting was attended by major government

representatives of the US, Japan, Australia, Indonesia,

Mongolia, Tuvalu, Maldives, Tonga (below vice minister

level) India, the Philippines, Palau, New Zealand,

Marshall Islands, Papua New Guinea, Nepal.

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol also attended

the Indo-Pacific Regional Conference of the 2nd

Democratic Summit and delivered a welcoming

speech. 

He expressed his government's commitment to

practicing the Indo-Pacific Strategy of Freedom, Peace,

and Prosperity, which was announced in December

last year. He praised the significance of the meeting, as

it brought together countries in the Indo-Pacific region

to reaffirm their willingness to protect democracy. 

During his speech the president warned against the

dissemination of false information,  violence,

intimidation, and corrupt activities that undermine

democracy. The president also called for countries that

share universal values of freedom, human rights, the

rule of law, and democracy to work together to combat

transnational corruption crimes.

In addition, President Yoon Suk Yeol announced a USD

100 million development cooperation project for

countries in the Pacific region in need of support and a

democracy promotion program involving the

government and the private sector over the next three

years.

It was also announced that South Korea will host the

third democratic summit, and the president pledged to

take the lead in promoting democracy around the

world. [South Korea Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1, in

Korean] [The Korea Times]
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South Korea-MITKA Defense Dialogue

(ge) On March 27 Vice Defense Minister Shin Bum-chul

met with ambassadors from the five MIKTA countries-

Mexico, Indonesia, Korea, Turkey, and Australia - in

Seoul to discuss defense and security cooperation.

The meeting was held seven years after the second

MIKTA Defense Dialogue, which was held in 2016.

Shin emphasized the strategic importance of the five

countries and their potential for defense cooperation,

and suggested joint efforts in areas such as

peacekeeping operations, disaster response,

humanitarian cooperation, and cyber cooperation.

The participants agreed to continue the MIKTA Defense

Dialogue using various opportunities, including the

2023 Seoul Security Dialogue in October. [South

Korean Ministry of National Defense, in Korean]

South Korea-Japan/US: Joint anti-

submarine drills involving USS Nimitz

carrier held

(ge) On March 3 the South Korean Ministry of Defense

announced that the South Korean Navy, Japan and the

US kicked-off joint naval drills, including anti-

submarine exercises in the southern waters near Jeju

island. The two days long military exercises are part of

the trilateral efforts of the allies to counter the North

Korean threat. [Yonhap]

The drills feature the USS Nimitz carrier and South

Korean Aegis destroyer Yulgok Yi (DDG-992), destroyer

Choi Young (DDH-981), and military support ship AOE-

51 whilst Japan mobilized its JS Umigiri destroyer. 

These are the first trilateral joint anti-submarine drills

since September 2022, said the South Korean Defense

Ministry. The Ministry also said that the drills aim at

improving the South Korea–US and Japan’s ability to

respond to North Korean submarine-launched ballistic

missiles, which the North announced to have tested

from March 21 to 24 (see AiR, No No. 13, March/2023,

4). 

The exercise also focused on improving rescue

procedures and emergency patient treatment in case

of a naval accident. [South Korean Ministry of National

Defense, in Korean]
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Japan-US/Philippines: Trilateral

framework on high-level security talks in

the making

(dql) Japan, the US and the Philippines are reportedly

set to launch a formal framework for high-level

ministerial talks on security matters, with their first

meeting likely to be held as early as April, following the

two-plus-two talks between the US and

Philippine foreign and defense ministers in

Washington on April 11, according to Eduardo Ano,

security advisor to Philippine President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr. 

The move signals growing security cooperation

between the three countries and comes at a time

when Taiwan, which lies between Japan and the

Philippines, has turned into a focal point of intensifying

Chinese military activity that Tokyo and Washington

worry could escalate into war. [Kyodo News]

Indian border guards kill Bangladesh

cattle trader, accused of lynching villager

(az) A Bangladesh citizen was gunned down and

another injured by the Indian Border Security Force

(BSF) on April 2 when the two men entered the Indian

territory to bring back their cattle. [New Age]

Deaths along the Bangladesh–India border occur many

times a year, as the BSF exercises its controversial

"Shoot-on-sight" policy to prevent smuggling and illegal

migration from Bangladesh. Under this policy, the BSF

can shoot any person on site with or without cause. A

large portion of the victims are cattle traders and

farmers with land near the border.

Meanwhile, BSF personnel guarding the India-

Bangladesh border in Cooch Behar's Sitalkuchi have

been accused of lynching a villager, who was brought

to a hospital and declared dead on April 2. The

deceased’s family members have filed a police

complaint and demanded a full probe. [The Telegraph]

Bangladesh, India plan to trade in Indian

Rupees soon

(az/lm) Bangladesh and India may soon settle deals in

Rupee after Bangladesh’s central bank concluded trials
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to trade with the neighboring South Asian giant’s

currency. Both countries are now waiting for bilateral

decisions to start the trading process in Indian Rupee.

Against a 15 percent upswing in the US dollar index in

2022, currencies in South Asia have fallen, despite

attempts by authorities to keep the local currencies

steady as US interest rates kept rising. In Bangladesh,

the inflation rate averaged 0.53 percent from 2011

until 2023, reaching an all-time high of 3.47 per cent in

August of last year. 

Against this backdrop, India is seeking to curb its

exposure to Bangladesh’s dwindling foreign exchange

reserves, which had declined to USD 37 billion last

September from USD 48 billion a year earlier. [The

Financial Express]

Bhutan king on three-day visit to India

(lm) Bhutan’s King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuk

began a three-day visit to India on April 3, a trip that

comes against the larger backdrop of an end to

negotiations between the Kingdom and neighboring

China on disputed boundary claims. The monarch is

accompanied by Tandi Dorji, Bhutan’s foreign minister

as well as several senior officials from the government.

During his time in India, he is expected to meet with

President.

Brunei Darussalam-UAE: Agreement on

financial supervision cooperation

(dql) The Dubai Financial Services Authority (DFSA) and

the  Brunei Darussalam Central Bank has signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on April 4

aimed at boosting  information exchange and

cooperation between the two authorities.

Under the agreement a framework will be set up to

ensure the safe and sound functioning of financial

institutions and cross-border establishments in their

respective jurisdictions. 

In addition, the framework will facilitate the licensing

of cross-border establishments and aid information

sharing related to combating financial crimes,

including money laundering, terrorism financing,

proliferation financing or targeted financial sanctions.

[Zawya]
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Murmu, Prime Minister Modi and External Affairs

Minister S Jaishankar. [Mint]

Cambodia-Japan: No Japanese observers

to be sent for general elections  

(ns) On March 28, the Japanese Embassy informed

local media that it would not financially support the

upcoming Cambodian election or dispatch any official

observers. 

The day before, the Japanese Ambassador to

Cambodia had met with the National Election

Committee to discuss the 7th National Assembly

election scheduled for July 23. Cambodia invited

international observers from various countries, but

none have accepted the invitation so far, making it

unlikely that any international observers will be

present for the upcoming elections.

Despite this, Japan's International Cooperation Agency

has conducted educational sessions on the voting

process in Cambodian provinces. Simultaneously, the

Cambodian Secretary of State attended the 38th

Japan–ASEAN forum in Tokyo, where participants

discussed ways to enhance partnerships and

cooperation in regional and international common

interests. [Cambodianess], [Cambodian Ministry of

Foreign Affairs § International Cooperation], [AiR No.

13, March/2023, 4]

Cambodian Foreign Affairs Minister

assures Moroccan Minister of support for

SDP application to ASEAN

(ns) On March 27-28, Cambodian Deputy Prime

Minister and Foreign Minister, Prak Sokhonn, visited

the Kingdom of Morocco at the invitation of Moroccan

Minister of Foreign Affairs, African Cooperation, and

Moroccan Expatriates, Nasser Bourita. 

The two officials praised the robust and positive

relations between their respective countries and

expressed their commitment to furthering bilateral

political-diplomatic cooperation. Both ministers also

plan to encourage Cambodian and Moroccan business

communities to increase mutual trade and investment.

During their meeting, Prak Sokhonn and Nasser

Bourita reiterated their dedication to advancing the

global dialogue on peace, security, and development.
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The Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister assured his

Moroccan counterpart of Cambodia's support for

Morocco's Sectoral Dialogue Partner of ASEAN

application. Additionally, he confirmed Cambodia's

support for Morocco's territorial integrity and

recognized its efforts in seeking a negotiated political

resolution to the regional conflict in the Sahara.

Cambodia also expressed its support for Morocco's bid

to secure a Non-Permanent Seat on the United Nations

Security Council for the 2028-2029 term.

In turn, Nasser Bourita assured the visiting Cambodian

official of Morocco's backing for Cambodia's candidacy

as an Observer Member of the Organization of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC). The ministers discussed plans for

multilateral exchange programs between the

Moroccan Parliament and the National Assembly of

Cambodia on regional and ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary

Assembly (AIPA) levels. Furthermore, they agreed to

enhance social cooperation through scholarship

programs and cultural events. Both parties outlined

plans to develop a comprehensive partnership at an

upcoming meeting.

Lastly, the officials agreed to expedite the

implementation of three pending agreements on

Reciprocal Promotion and Protection of Investments,

the elimination of Double Taxation with respect to

Taxes on Income and the Prevention of Tax Evasion

and Avoidance, and cultural, technical, scientific, and

economic cooperation. [Office of the Council of

Ministers – Cambodia]

Cambodia and Malaysia seek to

strengthen bilateral ties and cooperation 

(ns) On March 27, the Malaysian Prime Minister

embarked on his first official visit to Cambodia with the

aim of expanding bilateral ties between the two

nations. Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen extended

a formal invitation to his Malaysian counterpart.

During his visit, the Malaysian Prime Minister met with

Cambodian King Norodom Sihamoni at the Royal

Palace, the President of the Cambodian National

Assembly, and the President of the Cambodian Senate.

Both parties agreed to enhance mutually beneficial

cooperation in the agricultural, defense, trade, human

resources development, and connectivity sectors.

The Prime Ministers instructed their respective Foreign

Ministries to reconvene the 3rd meeting of the

Cambodia-Malaysia Joint Commission. The Malaysian

leader reassured Cambodia of his country's intention

to encourage local businesses to invest in Cambodian

https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-sy/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-sy/


agriculture and provide training for the development

of an efficient Halal industry. Hun Sen expressed his

gratitude to his Malaysian counterpart for offering the

Malaysian Technical Cooperation Program (MTCP) and

Defense Cooperation Program (MDCP) to Cambodian

government officials. Malaysian Prime Minister Dato'

Seri Anwar bin Ibrahim commended Cambodian Prime

Minister Hun Sen's approach towards Muslim

communities and attended an event with Muslim

scholars in the Southeast Asian nation.

Furthermore, the Malaysian Prime Minister confirmed

his support for the Cambodia-Singapore project to

construct subsea green power transmission cables.

Hun Sen and the Malaysian leader agreed to extend

the registration deadline for Cambodian workers who

overstayed their permits until the end of 2023. The

officials presided over the signing ceremony of two

Memoranda of Understanding, concerning the

Recruitment, Employment, and Repatriation of

Workers and Domestic Workers. [Office of the Council

of Ministers – Cambodia], [Cambodianess]

China-EU: Brussels to toughen its position

on Beijing

(vp) Ahead of her visit to China from April 5 to 7

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China], EU Commission

President Ursula von der Leyen took a tougher stance

towards China.  

In a muscular speech at the European Policy Centre

and Mercator Institute for China Studies in Brussels,

she described China as “more repressive at home and

more assertive abroad,” referring to the situation in

Taiwan, human rights violations in Xinjiang, and

economic sanctions against Lithuania.

She further warned China not to support Russia in the

war in UKraine, affirming that Beijing’s further

closeness to Moscow would influence EU-China

relations and disclosing that the EU would reassess

Comprehensive Agreement on Investments, a

landmark trade agreement between the EU and China

that was concluded by the leaders of both sides,

but subsequently stalled by the European Parliament

in 2021 over tit-for-tat sanctions over Beijing’s

treatment of Uyghurs in Xinjiang province (see AiR No.

21, May/2021, 4). 

At the same time, von der Leyen made clear that there

was no intention to “cut economic, societal, political

and scientific ties," demanding, however, that EU-China

trade and investment relations need to promote
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prosperity on both sides. In this regard, she pointed to

areas such as sensitive technologies, dual-use goods or

even investment which comes with forced technology

or knowledge transfers, “where trade and investment

poses risks to our economic and national security,

particularly in the context of China's explicit fusion of

its military and commercial sectors.” [European

Commission] [DW] [Politico] 

In response to the speech,Chinese Ambassador to the

European Union  Fu Cong expressed disappointment,

accusing von der Leyen of misrepresenting and

misinterpreting Chinese policies and positions.

[Euronews]

The speech of the President of the EU Commission

came on the heels of the 28 March agreement

between the European Parliament, the European

Commission, and the European Council of 27 member

states on the introduction of a new trade defence tool,

that seeks to discourage economic coercion by other

nations, including China.

Under the so-called “anti-coercion

instrument, defensive capabilities are expanded by

allowing countermeasures like increased customs

duties, import or export licenses, and restrictions on

services and public procurement. In addition,  an

alternative avenue to raising a complaint with the

World Trade Organization to address trade disputes

will be offered. 

Details of the new EU legislation on the anti-coercion

instrument are now being formally adopted by the

European Commission and European Parliament, a

process expected to take several months. Once the

legislation is in force, the investigations into whether a

third country’s actions amount to coercion can be

launched by the EU Commission. In case 55 percent of

the EU member states consent with the Commission’s

assessment that there is coercion, they then together

with the Commission, and Parliament will determine

countermeasures against the third country. [Quartz]

[Reuters]

China-Middle East: Saudi Arabia joins

Shanghai Cooperation Organization

(vp/dql) Saudi Arabia’s Cabinet has reportedly agreed

at a March 28 meeting that was chaired by King

Salman to join the Shanghai Cooperation Organization

(SCO) as a “dialogue partner”, in the latest reflection of

closer political ties between Riyadh and Beijing. On the

same day, Chinese President Xi Jinping held a phone
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conversation with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince and

Prime Minister Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud. Both

parties pledged to deepen efforts to promote peace

and stability in the Middle East. [Al Jazeera] [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, China]

Established in 2001, the Shanghai Cooperation

Organization is widely seen as a political, economic

and security organisation to rival Western institutions.

Its members include China, India,  Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan and Russia, Tajikistan and

Uzbekistan. Iran and Belarus are acceding members. 

Riyadh’s decision to join the SCO comes only weeks

after China brokered a landmark agreement between

Iran and Saudi-Arabia to restore full diplomatic

relations that were severed in 2016 (see AiR No. 11,

March/2023, 2), in a latest sign of China’s growing

footprint in the Middle East. It also follows the visit of

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi to China last month,

during which Xi stated that China-Iran relations were in

the “best period in history.”  [South China Morning

Post]

China willing to deepen military

cooperation with Russia

(vp) China defense ministry affirmed on March 30 to be

willing to cooperate with Russia to strengthen strategic

communication and coordination with the aim of

implementing the Global Security Initiative. 

Since President Xi Jinping’s visit to Russia the two

countries have been willing to deepen political,

economic, financial and strategic relations. [Reuters]

[South China Morning Post] 

Chinese and Japanese foreign ministers

meet

(cc) On April 2, Japanese foreign minister Yoshima

Hayashi met with Qin Gang, the Chinese foreign

minister, to discuss issues relevant to Japan-China

relations.

During the talk, Hayashi and Qin agreed to maintain

close contact between the two nations on all levels,

ranging from the leaders to foreign ministers, to

bolster their ties. Hayashi also emphasized that it is

vital for Japan and China to seek productive and stable

bilateral relations despite their diplomatic tensions, an

assertion to which Qin agreed.
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As for the matter of China's recent detention of a

Japanese businessman on the charge of espionage

[See AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4], Hayashi told the

reporters that he had issued a strong demand for the

release of the individual during the meeting. [Japan

Times]

China-Kazakhstan: Trade to be increased 

(vp) On March 27, Xinjiang Communist Party chief Ma

Xingrui visited Kazakhstan to meet with Kazakh

President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and to agree with

him on pushing for cooperation in areas such as

industry, transport, logistics, agriculture and tourism. 

In the meantime, the US proceeded on imposing new

sanctions over Chinese companies, allegedly

implicated in the violation of human rights and

persecution of ethnic minority Muslims in the Xinjiang

region. The US Commerce Department accuses

Chinese companies of “repression, mass arbitrary

detention and high-technology surveillance against the

Uyghur people and members of other Muslim minority

groups”.

The UK Labour Party also warned China that, if elected,

it will proceed through legal ways denouncing the

China’s crackdown on Uyghur people and proceed to

call it a “genocide”, following the US path. 

China denied all the accusations. [Al Jazeera]

[Eurasianet] [Politico] [South China Morning Post] 

China-Brazil: Deal to use own currencies

for trade 

(vp) On March 29 during a high-level China-Brazil

business forum in Beijing, China and Brazil announced

an agreement on trade in their own currencies,

ditching the US dollar as intermediary.

China is Brazil’s biggest trading partner, accounting for

USD 150.5 billion in bilateral trade in 2022. Abandoning

the US dollar as intermediary, the great number of

transactions between the two countries will be

conducted exchanging yuan for reais and vice versa.

[The Strait Times]
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China’s spending on belt and road bailouts

from 2008 to 2021

(vp) Recently released research data from Boston

University showed that China spent USD 240 billion to

bail out projects in 22 countries under its Belt and

Road Initiative from 2008 to 2021, with nearly 80% of

the emergency rescue lending issued after 2016. In

2021 it reached over USD 40 billion.

According to the data, bail out spending has increased

since 2016 due to a fall in Chinese lending for

infrastructure projects that are part of the belt and

road initiative, with funding from China’s two main

institutional lenders, China Development Bank and the

Export-Import Bank of China (China Exim), having

dropped from a record high of USD 87 billion in 2016

to USD 3.7 billion. 

Failed infrastructure projects along with debt problems

experienced by several recipient countries that were

hit by the rising costs of servicing their loans, are

factors that have forced China to recalibrate its

overseas development programme, according to the

study. 

As China is often the biggest bilateral creditor for low-

and middle-income countries, Beijing’s assistance is

crucial for countries undergoing debt distress. Sri

Lanka received in March the International Monetary

Fund’s approval for a long-awaited USD 3 billion

bailout after China Exim delivered assurances on

financial assistance to Colombo. [Barron’s] [The

Guardian]

China’s Premier Li Qiang’s speech at the

Boao Forum for Asia

(vp) China’s Prime Minister Li Qiang spoke on March 30

at the Boao Forum for Asia affirming that China

opposes trade protectionism, supply chain decoupling

and unilateral sanctions. He added that amid a “new

cold war,” China is willing to put in efforts in order to

stabilize the global situation, contribute for peace and

let the global economy recover.

Li stated how China had acted “responsibly” as its

influence is heavy and could contribute to peace,

which is “prerequisite for development”, and to

economic growth in Asia. [CNBC] [South China Morning

Post]
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The Boao Forum for Asia is a non-profit organisation

that hosts high-level forums for leaders from

government, business and academia in Asia and other

continents to share their vision on the most pressing

issues in this region and the world at large. It is often

dubbed as the “Asian Davos” as it ss modelled on the

World Economic Forum held annually in Davos,

Switzerland. Its fixed address is in Bo'ao, Hainan

province, China, while the Secretariat is based in

Beijing. 

United States, Germany, take note of case

against Indian opposition leader Rahul

Gandhi

(mk) The United States and Germany have both given

their word on the arrest of Rahul Gandhi, leader of

India’s main opposition INC party, who late last month

had been sentenced to two years in jail in a

defamation case brought against him by a legislator

from Prime Minister Modi’s BJP. 

Gandhi was convicted last month in a case brought by

a state lawmaker from Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) after comments Gandhi

made in a 2019 speech were deemed to be insulting to

the prime minister and other people surnamed Modi

[see AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4]. He has appealed

against his conviction and jail sentence, seeking to

suspend or overturn the judgment [see entry in this

edition]. 

Against this backdrop, The United States on March 27

said that it shares the Government of India’s

commitment to the rule of law, democratic values and

the protection of human rights, including the freedom

of expression, and would therefore observe Gandhi’s

case keeping in line with those values. The US also

reiterated the importance of the freedom of speech

and expression, and also exemplified the continued

engagement of Washington with members of

opposition parties in any country with which it has

bilateral relations.

Germany, for its part, also expressed Berlin’s position

on the arrest and consequent disqualification of

Gandhi as a member from the lower house of

parliament (Lok Sabha). It said that it looked forward to

ascertaining whether this arrest and disqualification

had any sound basis, and expected “standards of

judicial independence and fundamental democratic

principles” to apply in the proceedings against Gandhi.
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International attitudes toward the instance seem to be

tilting toward disapprobation, especially in light of

publications such as the German Deutsche

Welle covering the event in close detail, causing Prime

Minister Modi’s BJP to accuse foreign powers of

interfering in domestic matters. The Indian Law

Minister Kiren Rijiju on March 30 tweeted that India

“won’t tolerate foreign influence anymore”. [The Hindu]

[The Indian Express] [Economic Times] [Kiren Rijiju,

Twitter] 

India’s Prime Minister meets Secretary of

Russian Security Council, discusses

bilateral cooperation 

(mk) Nikolai Patrushev, Secretary of Russia’s national

Security Council, met Indian Prime Minister Narendra

Modi in New Delhi on April 29 to discuss the two

countries “mutual interests”. Patrushev was in India to

participate in the Shanghai Cooperation Council’s

National Security Advisors’ Meet [see entry in this

edition].

According to a tweet by the Russian Embassy in India,

Modi and Patrushev discussed further cooperation

between India and Russia in the field of security and

exchanged views on issues of regional and

international importance. [Russian embassy in India]

The meeting took place not long after Modi attended

President Biden’s annual “Summit for Democracy'', and

is being viewed by experts as a “balancing act” on

India’s part. India has maintained a neutral stance on

Russia’s war in Ukraine thus far as Moscow’s long

standing ally, and has benefited greatly from lowered

oil prices from Russia due to the war. The significance

of their partnership was highlighted in a foreign policy

document released by Russia on Friday and approved

by Putin, emphasizing the need to further strengthen

its ties with India on the trade, investment, and

technological fronts. It also ensured cooperation in

“resisting destructive actions of unfriendly states and

their alliances.” [Reuters] [Foreign Policy] 

Indonesia, Russia to stronger cooperate in

the field of international crimes

(fb) On Friday an extradition pact was inked between

the two countries in order to improve coordination

against international crimes. Especially in the fields of

transnational crimes such as cybercrime, money
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laundering, drug trafficking, and corruption, the

extradition agreement will assist Indonesia in taking

legal action against was stated by Yasonna Laoly,

Indonesia's Minister of Law and Human Rights. The

first such agreement between both countries was

already signed in 2019. Notwithstanding the conflict in

Ukraine, Indonesia and Russia have maintained cordial

diplomatic ties for decades. [VOA News]

Indonesia adopts the IMO guidelines on

seafarer abandonment cases

(fb) The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has

accepted guidelines on the management of seafarer

abandonment cases, which were introduced by

Indonesia, China, and the Philippines in 2020, during

their 110th Law Committee Conference in London. 

As Indonesia is one of the countries with the greatest

number of seafarers there is a special interest into

protecting them. Thanks to the new agreement the

new standards regarding the protection of seafarers

are planned to serve as a single reference for all

parties in order to speed the resolution of seafarer

abandonment cases.

A so-called “national standard operating procedure

(SOP)” will be obligatory for each IMO member nation

in order to outline technical specifics of the duties of

each stakeholder as well as the responsibilities and

obligations of the necessary authorities. [Antara]

Japan-US: Japanese electric vehicles

eligible for US tax incentives 

(dql) The US Treasury Department disclosed on March

31 details of tax credit requirements for electric

vehicles (EVS). 

The details which will come into force on April 18

include granting Japan a status on par with having a

free trade agreement with the United States that make

Japanese EVs eligible for U.S. tax incentives, even if

critical battery minerals are processed in Japan as long

as such vehicles are assembled in North America.

The credits are part of efforts of the administration of

President Joe Biden to promote its goal of making 50

percent of all new cars and light trucks sold in the

United States by 2030 electrified vehicles. Further, as

part of efforts to fight climate change, President Biden

signed the Inflation Reduction Act in August last year,
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which offers consumers buying qualified EVs to receive

a tax credit of up to USD 7,500. [Kyodo News]

The announcement of the Treasury Department came

a few days after Japan and the US signed on March 28

a critical mineral agreement that is aimed at promoting

the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs) and

strengthening and diversifying supply chains.

Built on the 2019 trade agreement between the two

countries, the new deal introduces a series of joint

commitments to ensure well-functioning supply chains

in critical minerals and electric vehicles. 

Under the agreement, both countries will not impose

export taxes on critical minerals and will refrain from

engaging in domestic measures to affect policies and

practices of other countries with impact on critical

mineral trade. In addition, strengthened labor and

environmental standards are to be established.

[Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan]

[Mining Technology]

Japan-China: Tokyo restricts access to chip

making equipment

(dql) Japanese Minister for Economy, Trade and

Industry Yasutoshi Nishimura announced on March 31

that his ministry is set to enact export restrictions on

23 technologies used in the production of

semiconductors.

While China was not mentioned as a target of the

upcoming restrictions, the announcement comes at a

time when the US is pressuring allies to cut off China's

supply of chipmaking equipment. It allo follows a

similar move taken by the Dutch government earlier

this month. 

Japan-Russia: Russian supersonic missiles

fired in waters off Japanese coast

(dql) Russia’s defense ministry has disclosed that its

Pacific Fleet fired a pair of supersonic Moskit cruise

missiles at a mock target in waters off Japan’s coast on

March 28. 

Last week’s maneuver followed exercises Russia

carried out earlier last month in the Sea of Japan, also

known as the East Sea, during which a submarine hit a

land target over 1,000 kilometers away with a Kalibr

cruise missile. 
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It also came a week after Japanese Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida’s unannounced visit to Ukraine during

which he promised that Japan would continue to

support Ukraine in its effort to counter Russian

aggression (see AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4] and two

Russian strategic bomber planes, capable of carrying

nuclear weapons, flew over waters off the Japanese

coast for more than seven hours. [CNN]

Meanwhile, the Japanese government has been

criticized by London-based environmental group

Earthsight for failing to halt imports of more than USD

410 million worth of what the group call "conflict

timber" from Russia following the attack on Ukraine. 

Earthsight specified that  Japanese construction firms

make use of loopholes to continue purchasing sawn

lumber (processed wood) from Russia's Far East,

adding that the Russian state owns all forests of the

country, with a substantial portion even directly owned

by the Russian military. [DW]

Japan-Myanmar: Tokyo expresses

concerns over dissolution of political

parties

(dql) In response to the dissolution of the National

League for Democracy (NLD), Myanmar’s former ruling

party, and nearly 40 other parties over their failure to

meet the election registration deadline, Japan has

expressed “serious concern” over the move, arguing

that the “further exclusion of the NLD from the political

process will make it even more difficult to improve the

situation,” in the country, and demanding the

immediate release of State Counsellor Aung San Suu

Kyi and other NLD leaders. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Japan] [Al jazeera]

Laos-Vietnam: Tech-Innovation Vietnam-

Laos 2023 forum opened

(dql) The Vietnamese Ministry of Science and

Technology (MoST) and the Lao Ministry of Technology

and Communications kicked off on April 4 their jointly

held Tech-Innovation Vietnam-Laos 2023 forum that

brings  Vietnamese technology researchers,

developers, and science and technology management

agencies together with Laos’ government agencies and

businesses. 
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The aim of the two-day forum is to promote the

commercialisation, application and investment in

technologies in key areas in Laos, including farm

produce processing and preservation, renewable

energy, environmental treatment, IT and digital

transformation. [Vietnam+]

Malaysia, Pakistan agree to revitalize

multi-sectoral ties

(pa) Malaysia and Pakistan have agreed to revitalize

their relationship by establishing new areas of

collaboration after talks between the Malaysian Deputy

Secretary-General and the Pakistani Additional Foreign

Secretary on the occasion of the second round of

Pakistan-Malaysia Bilateral Political Consultations (BPC)

held in Kuala Lumpur. [The Nation] [Pakistan Today]

Industries of focus include defense and security,

agriculture,  food security, energy, health, education,

science, technology, bilateral trade and investment.

The two nations also agreed to increase people-people

contacts, namely hiring additional Pakistani nationals

in Malaysia [Radio Pakistan]

The Pakistani delegates used the occasion to express

their interest in increasing engagement with the

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Global

issues of mutual interests were also discussed during

the meeting, including regional peace and security,

Islamophobia, and climate change.

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar faces

balancing act on first China trip

(pa/lm) Malaysia’s Prime Minister navigated between

deepening economic ties with his country’s biggest

trading partner and tackling thorny issues such as the

South China Sea during his first visit to Beijing as prime

minister. The four-day visit, which commenced on

March 29, included meetings with Chinese President Xi

Jinping, Premier Li Qiang, and executives of the China

Communications Construction Company, the

contractor of Malaysia’s East Coast Rail Link project.

[Nikkei Asia]

Prime Minister Anwar was accompanied by a high-level

delegation comprising Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Dr

Zambry Abdul Kadir, International Trade and Industry

Minister Tengku Datuk Seri Zafrul Abdul Aziz,

Transport Minister Anthony Loke, Local Government
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Development Minister Nga Kor Ming, Science,

Technology and Innovation Minister Chang Lih Kang

and Tourism, Arts and Culture Minister Datuk Seri

Tiong King Sing. [Malay Mail]

Coming against the larger backdrop of a deepening

United States-China trade war, Anwar’s visit sought to

strengthen bilateral ties with Beijing in investment,

trade and education and seek China's assistance in

resuming the Singapore-Kunming Rail Link (SKRL),

which is part of the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative.

[NST] [TST]

Dispute in South China Sea

Anwar told Parliament on April 4 that he had told the

Chinese leadership that an expansion project by state

energy company Petronas in the South China Sea was

within Malaysia’s 200-mile exclusive economic zone

(EEZ), in a reference to an overlapping claim in the area

by Beijing. But the premier also said his administration

was open for negotiations “if China feels this is their

right,” adding the 10-member Association of Southeast

Asian Nations feels that overlapping claims should be

resolved by negotiations. [The Straits Times]

‘Asian Fund’ to cut US Dollar dependency

While in Beijing, Prime Minister Anwar also proposed

forming an “Asian Monetary Fund” (AMF), reiterating a

proposal he had already made in February to create a

buffer against economic crises in the region. Malaysia’s

central bank is already working on enabling the two

nations to negotiate on trade matters using the ringgit

and renminbi, said Anwar, who doubles as Malaysia’s

finance minister. [Bloomberg]

The AMF was first mooted by Japan in 1997 during the

early stages of the Asian financial crisis when

countries, including Indonesia and Thailand, ran into

difficulties seeking bailouts. The concept of the AMF

was to create a network backed by Asian funds to

tackle current and future economic crisis.

Malaysia, Singapore set up cross-border

payment

(pa) Bank Negara Malaysia (BNM) and the Monetary

Authority of Singapore (MAS) have announced the

launch of a collaborative cross-border QR code

payment that will allow for people from both countries

to scan both the Malaysian DuitNow QR and

Singaporean NETS QR payment codes. [Malay Mail]

[Central Bank]
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This new system can be used for both in-person

payments through scanning QR codes and online

cross-border e-commerce transactions. BNM’s

governor, Tan Sri Nor Shamsiah Mohd Yunus, claims

that the payment linkages is a significant step in

building an ASEAN network of fast, efficient and

interconnected retail payment systems, allowing for

smaller businesses to engage in the larger regional

economy. [The Malaysia Reserve]

This is the third cross-border payment linkage created

by the BNM, following the linkages set up between

Malaysia-Thailand and Malaysia-Indonesia. The service

is expected to go live by the end of 2023. 

United Kingdom deepens Indo-Pacific ties

as defence minister visits Malaysia,

Vietnam

(pa/lm) British Defence Minister Baroness Goldie

visited Malaysia and Vietnam this week to celebrate

historic defense relationships and to reinforce

London’s commitment to the Indo-Pacific region. [UK

GOV]

First visiting Kuala Lumpur and Penang, Baroness

Goldie met with Malaysian Defence Minister Dato’ Seri

Utama Haji Mohamad bin Haji Hasan on March 28,

discussing the deepening of bilateral cooperation and

defence ties through Five Power Defence

Arrangements (FPDA). The FPDA is a series of

agreements between Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand,

Singapore and the UK, with the intention of promoting

stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

In Vietnam, the British minister met with Vice Minister

Chien of the Ministry of National Defence and attended

the UK and Vietnam’s Fourth Defence Policy Dialogue -

an annual bilateral meeting between the two nations,

agreeing the future framework for joint defence

cooperation. This year, the two countries celebrate 50

years of diplomatic relations.

Mongolia, Estonia to deepen cooperation

(sw) Mongolia and Estonia deepen cooperation as the

Estonian Ambassador to Mongolia, Hannes Hanso,

emphasized in an interview. Moreover, on March 24,

the Center for Mongolian Studies opened at the

University of Tartu in Estonia. [Montsame 1] 
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Hanso stressed that Estonia wants to promote

digitalization and  e-Governance capacities in Mongolia

to facilitate government services for the people. Other

areas of cooperation are economic relations and

people-to-people ties. [Montsame 2] 

Moreover, Hanso is one of 18 ambassadors who were

newly appointed to Mongolia. [Montsame 3] 

Mongolia, Finland to cooperate in

education sector

(sw) On March 28, Mongolia’s Minister of Education

and Science, Luvsantserengiin Enkh-Amgalan, met with

Finland's Ambassador to Mongolia, Leena-Kaisa

Mikkola to discuss cooperation in the education sector.

Moreover, they aim to improve the capacity building

training for university teachers and the scholarship

fund for Finnish universities. 

In 2022, the Mongolian Working Group of the Ministry

of Education and Science visited Finland to learn from

their education system. Furthermore, they signed a

Memorandum of Understanding so that Mongolian

students can use Eduten, a digital math learning

platform, in their mother language. [Montsame] 

South Korea and UN urge North Korea to

take action on enforced disappearance

victims

(ge) On March 28 the UN Office for Human Rights in

North Korea released a report on victims of enforced

disappearance and abduction by North Korea, calling

the country to acknowledge its state policy on enforced

disappearances and take immediate action to end

such violations.

The report is based on 80  interviews of the victims and

their relatives conducted between 2016 and 2022 and

describes kidnappings and disappearances starting

from the 1950s. 

According to the report, victims were sent to prison

camps where they suffered unlawful detention, torture

some were summarily executed with no information

provided to their relatives. The report appeals to the

international community to renew its efforts to

investigate the crimes committed by North Korea and

to prosecute those responsible. [United Nations

Human Rights] [Reuters]
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The UN has also found that North Korea may be

responsible for at least 871 cases of missing persons in

Japan.[NK News]

The South Korean Ministry of Unification and the

Foreign Ministry have welcomed the report, urging in a

press release North Korea to implement UN’s

recommendations and cooperate with the UN’s human

right mechanism. [South Korean Ministry of

Unification, in Korean]

During a Cabinet meeting on March 28, South Korean

President Yoon Suk-yeol invoked North Korea to

disclose its human rights violations to the international

community.[Yonhap]

North Korea-China/South Korea: South

Korean activist groups raise concern over

repatriation of North Korean defectors

detained in China

(ge) Many North Korean defectors are being held in

detention in China and it is believed that Beijing is

likely to repatriate them back to North Korea once the

border reopens. 

This has raised concerns about a potential

humanitarian crisis as defectors who have been

returned to North Korea in the past have faced severe

human rights violations including torture and hard

labor. 

Estimates of the number of detainees vary, with some

suggesting it is around 1,000 and others estimating it

could be as high as 2,000. Activists have raised

concerns about the mass repatriation of these

detainees and the likelihood that they will be subjected

to brutal treatment. 

The Chinese Embassy in Seoul has said that it does not

have official data on the number of North Korean

defectors being held in detention in China. [The Korea

Times]

North Korea-Burkina Faso: Diplomatic

relations to be resumed

(ge) Burkina Faso’s military government announced on

March 29 that it will resume diplomatic relations with

North Korea, including cooperation in the security
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sector with the aim of facilitating the trade of military

equipment and materials.

Burkina Faso’s government announced that the

resumption of diplomatic dialogue with North Korea

will allow the country to establish cooperation in

several sectors including security, military material and

mines acquisition, health, agriculture and

research. [Présidence Du Faso, in French]

This move comes after relations cooled in 2017 when

the previous democratically elected government

announced a ban on all imports from North Korea to

comply with U.N. sanctions resolutions. 

The new cooperation will also extend to mining, health,

agriculture, and research, but no further details have

been provided. North Korea has a history of providing

illicit weapons and equipment to African countries in

violation of international sanctions. [NK News] 

North Korea/Russia-US: Washington

sanctions Slovakian national for

facilitating arms deal between Pyongyang

and Moscow 

(ge) On March 30 the US Department of the Treasury's

Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) imposed

sanctions on Slovakian national Ashot Mkrtychev for

attempting to facilitate arms deals between Russia and

North Korea. 

Mkrtychev worked with North Korean officials to

obtain over two dozen kinds of weapons and

munitions for Russia in exchange for materials ranging

from commercial aircraft to commodities to be sent to

North Korea.

OFAC's designation means all property and interests in

property of the person named that are in the US or in

the possession or control of US persons are blocked

and must be reported to OFAC.

The sanctions were followed by an announcement on

the part of the White House stating that the US has

new information suggesting that Russia is actively

seeking to acquire weapons from North Korea in

exchange for food aid, potentially violating the UN

Security Council resolutions. [US Department of

Treasury]

The US remains concerned about North Korea's

potential support of Russia's military operations
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against Ukraine and is monitoring the situation closely.

[Reuters]

North Korea-China: UN report says

Pyongyang provides phishing technology

to Chinese criminal group

(ge) According to a forthcoming UN report, North

Korea may be supporting a Chinese organized crime

ring by providing it with voice phishing technology

linked to over USD 500 million in losses. 

The report states that Hong Yong, a Chinese national,

allegedly ran multiple voice phishing centers and

purchased voice phishing apps from a North Korean

named Song Rim. 

The UN Panel of Experts reported last year that voice-

phishing applications sold by North Korean IT workers

have led to over USD 600 million in losses. 

The report also cites information that a Chinese

businessman in the border area of North Korea and

China helped Song find buyers for North Korea’s

cybercrime apps. [NK News]

Google’s Mandiant says North Korean

cyber group is using cybercrime to fund

espionage activities

(ge) Cybersecurity firm Mandiant published a report

documenting that the cyber threat group APT43 is

supporting North Korea's interests.

According to the report published on March 28, the

group's campaigns include intelligence collection

aligned with Pyongyang's geopolitical interests,

credential harvesting, social engineering for espionage,

and financially motivated cybercrime.

APT43's focus on health-related verticals in 2021, likely

for pandemic response efforts, demonstrates that its

collection priorities align with the mission of the

Reconnaissance General Bureau, North Korea's main

foreign intelligence service.

The group's phishing campaigns are supported by false

domains and email addresses. 

Mandiant said that the cyber threat actor has been

targeting South Korea, the US , Japan, and Europe,
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primarily in government institutions, education and

research think tanks focused on geopolitical and

nuclear policy, business services, and manufacturing

sectors. [Mandiant]

North Korea-China: Chinese ambassador

is the first to enter North Korea since

2020 closure of borders

(ge) Chinese ambassador to North Korea Wan Yajun is

the first diplomat  to enter the country since North

Korea introduced its strict border controls in 2020 to

counter the spread of the pandemic. 

It is not clear how the diplomat entered the country,

but his arrival signals a shift in North Korea’s anti-

epidemic policies. 

Meanwhile, several foreign diplomats have left

Pyongyang in recent weeks, and Wang is expected to

play a crucial role in enhancing China’s relationship

with North Korea.[NK News]

North Korea-South Korea: South Korean

intelligence reports North Korean cyber

attack on banking services

(ge) On March 30 the South Korean National

Intelligence Service (NIS), the National Police Agency,

and the Korea Internet Promotion Agency released an

advisory reporting that that North Korean hackers

have been exploiting a security flaw in the in financial

security certification software used for online banking

in over 10 million systems in South Korea and abroad.

The NIS urged the public to update their security

certification software to prevent further damage.

The agency stated that North Korea had previously

hacked 210 PCs from 60 major domestic and

international organizations at the end of last year.

Consequently, the NIS started an emergency response

and produced a detailed analysis of the malicious

code's operation principles.

The NIS found that North Korean hackers have

developed security patches and are collaborating with

related agencies to patch public and financial

institutions currently using the program.
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The South Korean spy agency said it will work closely

with related agencies such as the National Police

Agency and Korea Internet and Security Agency and

that they will hold a meeting discussing measures to

prevent the recurrence of similar accidents. [South

Korea National Intelligence Service, in Korean]

North Korea-Ethiopia: UN report reveals

trade in military radio equipment 

(ge) A draft report by an UN expert panel reveals that

North Korean corporation Glocom delivered two

shipments of radio equipment to the Ethiopian military

last year.  

The draft also states that the number of radio systems

offered on the Glocom website has increased from

seven in February 2020 to 15 in January 2023.

In addition to the radios, Glocom also provides four

types of radar, four types of software, eight types of

military communication accessories, and 13 types of

unspecified military systems. The report notes that

Glocom has used Privacy Protect Business

Development to conceal the location of its website

managers.

The report also reveals that Glocom products remain

popular in eastern Africa, including Eritrea, despite

being known as a target of sanctions investigators.

Katsu Furukawa, a former U.N. expert, says it is

noteworthy that Glocom’s activities have never been

stopped despite being named in the UN Panel's

reports since 2017. Joshua Stanton, founder of One

Free Korea, has criticized the lack of action against

Glocom, saying the company and other North Korean

money-laundering fronts should have been designated

years ago. [NK News]

Philippines announces four more military

bases United States can use

(lm) The Philippines announced on April 3 the locations

of four additional military bases to be used by United

States troops under the 2014 Enhanced Defence

Cooperation Agreement (EDCA), as well as for

humanitarian and relief operations during disasters.

[The Straits Times]

The sites are a naval base and airport in Cagayan

province, about 400 kilometers from Taiwan, and an
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army camp in the neighboring province of Isabela.

Another site will be on Balabac Island, off the southern

tip of Palawan Island, near the disputed South China

Sea.

The EDCA gave US forces access to five bases in the

Philippines. The two countries announced in February

that they would expand access to a total of nine bases,

but the locations of the four additional bases were

withheld while the government consulted local officials

[see AiR No. 6, February/2023, 1].

Philippine President Marcos Jr. to shut out

ICC after losing drug war appeal

(lm) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr on March

28 said he would disengage from contact with the

International Criminal Court (ICC) after it rejected an

appeal asking it to stop investigating killings that took

place during former President Rodrigo Duterte’s

administration. [The Straits Times]

In January, a panel of judges at the ICC authorized the

Office of the Prosecutor to resume its investigation

into alleged crimes against humanity committed from

November 2011 to June 2016, when large numbers of

extrajudicial killings occurred in Davao City while

Duterte was mayor, and up to March 19, 2019, when

the Philippines’ withdrawal from the ICC’s Rome

Statute took effect during Duterte’s term as president.

The judges concluded that the Philippine government

failed to substantiate its assertions that it was doing

enough to investigate and prosecute the killings. [AiR

No. 5, January/2023, 5]

Speaking against this backdrop, Senator Imee Marcos

on March 31 slammed the ICC for allegedly targeting

Southeast Asian and African countries while “turning a

blind eye on the human rights excesses of Western

nations,” calling it a “caricature of international justice.”

Senator Marcos is the chairwoman of the country's

Senate Foreign Relations Committee. [Anadolu Agency]

Singapore-China: Deepening relations and

cooperation

(dql) Singapore and China have concluded substantive

talks on upgrading a free trade agreement that is

expected to boost market access for businesses and

that were launched in 2020 and included liberal and
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transparent rules to level the playing field for investors

and service suppliers between both countries. 

This followed the announcements of the elevation of

bilateral ties to an “All-Round High-Quality Future-

Oriented Partnership” a day earlier, under which both

sides commit to “continually expand bilateral

cooperation, and pursue new collaboration in forward-

looking areas such as digital and green economies.” 

Both developments occurred during Singaporean

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong’s visit to China on

March 31 and April 1 during which he met China's

President Xi Jinping and new premier Li Qiang  and

witnessed the signing of six  Memorandums of

Understanding (MOUs) that expand cooperation in

multiple areas ranging from food safety to the arts and

biodiversity conservation. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Singapore 1] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore 2]

[Channel News Asia]

Singapore-China: Healthy competition

with  Hong Kong

(sfa) Singapore has acknowledged the unique

strengths of both cities that contribute to their mutual

growth. 

While Singapore maintains an investor-friendly

environment through robust legal frameworks, Hong

Kong's close financial ties with China have helped it

become one of Asia's largest equity markets, said

Singaporean Minister for Home Affairs and Law K.

Shanmugam during the recent 2023 “China

Conference: Southeast Asia” conference, the annual

flagship event, organised by the South China Morning

Post, that brings together government representatives

and business leaders to discuss how China and

Southeast Asia are shaping the global agenda.

According to the Minister, these distinct qualities foster

collaboration and learning opportunities between the

two cities. [The Straits Times]

South Korea, US discuss cooperation on

trade issues

(ge) On Thursday, March 30, Korea's Trade Minister

Ahn Deok-geun, representing the Ministry of Trade,

Industry and Energy, held a meeting with US Trade

Representative Catherine Tai in Seoul to discuss trade

issues and ways to cooperate. 
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The meeting evaluated the expansion of trade and

economic cooperation under the Korea-US Free Trade

Agreement (FTA) and agreed to work towards stronger

cooperation. 

The two sides decided to accelerate negotiations of the

International Economic Framework (IPEF) and establish

inclusive norms through a balanced approach in the

trade sector. They also agreed to cooperate in

reforming the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the

dispute settlement system.

Ahn asked for cooperation to reflect the position of

Korean industry as much as possible in the US 

Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and suggested expanding

semiconductor cooperation between South Korea and

the US The US representative expressed a willingness

to closely cooperate with the Korean side on major

trade issues between the two countries, including the

IRA and the Semiconductor Support Act. [South Korean

Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy 1, in Korean]

The criteria for new US semiconductor subsidies under

the CHIPS Act, including sharing excess profit with the

US government and potentially revealing confidential

corporate strategy, is causing concerns for major

South Korean companies like Samsung Electronics and

SK Hynix, according to South Korean President Yoon

Suk Yeol.

However, the US Department of Commerce claims it

will protect confidential business information and will

only require sharing of excess profits in exceptional

circumstances. [Reuters]

Meanwhile, South Korea's National Assembly has

passed a bill, known as the K-Chips Act, aimed at

boosting the country's semiconductor industry by

offering bigger tax incentives to chipmakers and other

strategic industries. 

The bill will expand the tax credit rate for companies

investing in national strategic industries, including

semiconductors, secondary batteries and future cars.

South Korea hopes to strengthen its supply chain

security and to boost the national economy. [The

Korea Times]

On April 1 the South Korean government welcomed

the US Treasury Department’s new guidance for the

Electric Vehicle Tax Credit under the IRA, which reflects

the opinions of the Korean government and industry. 

The guidance includes criteria for determining parts

and mineral requirements based on the total value,

recognition of the manufacturing process of
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constituent materials as mineral processing processes,

and possible expansion of free trade agreements. 

The South Korean battery industry has welcomed the

announcement, which could strengthen battery supply

chain cooperation between South Korea and the US. In

February, exports of eco-friendly vehicles to the US

reached an all-time high of over 1.3 million units.

[South Korea Ministry of Industry, Trade and Energy 2,

in Korean]

On April 3 the South Korean Finance minister declared

that following the above mentioned developments,

uncertainties surrounding US acts on electric vehicles

(EVs) and semiconductors have eased and the

government will continue to support corporate

investment in advanced sectors.

The Minister  made these remarks during the annual

consultation meeting with Moody's Investors Service

officials. He also mentioned that the South Korean

economy is expected to recover after the second half

of this year in line with China's reopening policy

measures and a possible global economic turnaround.

[Yonhap]

South Korea-North Korea: Unification

Ministry publishes report on human rights

in North Korea

(ge) On March 30 the Ministry of Unification released

the 2023 North Korean Human Rights Report to raise

awareness of the human rights situation in North

Korea. 

The report is based on interviews with 508 North

Korean defectors who entered the country between

2017 and 2022 and documents various human rights

issues, including extrajudicial executions, torture and

censorship perpetrated against women, children and

political prisoners. 

The Unification Ministry also stated that North Korea

executes people for drug crimes, sharing South Korean

media and practicing religious activities.

The government aims to distribute the report to

promote North Korean human rights and strengthen

international solidarity and cooperation and it is not

meant to provoke Pyongyang. Nevertheless, it is likely

that North Korea will respond with irritation since it

has been highly sensitive to critics about its human

rights situation. [The Korea Times] [Reuters] [South

Korean Ministry of Unification, in Korean]
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South Korea-China: PPP leader meets with

Chinese Ambassador to South Korea

(ge) The leader of South Korea's ruling People Power

Party, Kim Gi-hyeon, had a meeting with Chinese

Ambassador to South Korea, Xing Haiming, to discuss

improving bilateral relations and cooperation in

various fields, such as the economy.

Kim expressed his hope that Chinese President Xi

Jinping would visit South Korea soon, and he also

called for a resumption of the trilateral summit

between South Korea, China, and Japan. Kim asked

China to play a constructive role in bringing North

Korea back to the negotiating table. 

Xing responded that China is willing to cooperate with

South Korea on various matters, including the

possibility of resuming the trilateral summit. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Japan: Seoul urges Tokyo to

revise school history textbooks 

(ge) The Northeast Asian History Foundation (NAHF)

has urged the South Korea and Japanese governments

to increase exchanges between the two countries'

history researchers and textbook writers to improve

their understanding of differing views of history and

ultimately co-write textbooks. 

The experts emphasized that the future generations of

both countries must understand each other better and

textbooks play a crucial role in this regard. 

The seminar also presented an analysis of twelve

Japanese elementary textbooks that the Japanese

government approved on March 28. [The Korea Times

1]

According to Yang Ki-ho, a professor of Japanese

studies at Sungkonghoe University, the school

textbooks whitewash the forced mobilization of

Koreans to work in factories during World War II, which

is seen as a setback for the Yoon Suk-yeol

administration's efforts to improve bilateral ties with

Tokyo. 

The South Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs lodged

protests over Japan's attempt to distort its history,

which came less than two weeks after the summit

between President Yoon and Japanese Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida.
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In some of the textbooks, the term "forced

mobilization" was replaced with "participated,"

glossing over the coercive nature of the mobilization.

The textbooks also included sovereignty claims to

Dokdo, Tsushima in Japanese, which Korea disputes.

[The Korea Times 2]

South Korea-Vietnam to strengthen

defense cooperation

(ge) South Korea and Vietnam have agreed to establish

regular ministerial talks and strengthen defense

cooperation. 

On March 28 the two defense chiefs had a meeting to

discuss ways to expand and develop bilateral defense

and defense cooperation, particularly in the areas of

maritime security, defense industry, and defense

technology cooperation. 

They agreed to open a regular consultative body

between the two navies from April this year and revise

the existing defense cooperation memorandum of

understanding signed in 2010. 

Additionally, they decided to  promote future

cooperation in areas such as mine removal,

cybersecurity, and educational exchange. [South Korea

Ministry of National Defense, in Korean] [Yonhap]

South Korea-Indonesia: Deepening

cooperation in high-tech industries,

electric vehicles, and new waterways

(ge) On March 30, South Korean President Yoon Suk-

yeol met with the Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno

Marsudi to discuss potential areas of cooperation

between the two economies. 

Yoon expressed gratitude for expanded ties and said

his government will actively support strengthening

strategic ties between the countries. 

Marsudi delivered a handwritten letter from

Indonesian President Joko Widodo, who expressed the

hope to strengthen future-oriented cooperation

between the two countries. Presidential Office

Newsroom, in Korean] [The Korea Times]
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On March 31 Foreign Minister Park Jin and Marsudi

held the 4th Korea-Indonesia Foreign Ministers Joint

Committee in Seoul. 

They discussed strengthening bilateral relations and

cooperation in areas such as high-tech industries,

electric vehicles, and building new waterways.

The two ministers also discussed the Korea-ASEAN

Solidarity Initiative and the situation in major regions

such as the Korean Peninsula, Myanmar, and the

South China Sea. The joint committee aimed at

deepening the "special strategic partnership" between

the two countries. [South Korea Ministry of Foreign

Affairs 2, in Korean]

South Korea, Turkey to boost bilateral

defense cooperation

(ge) Korea and Turkey conducted annual high-level

military talks in Ankara to discuss strengthening

bilateral defense cooperation.

The two sides discussed signing a military information

sharing pact, expanding their troops' participation in

multinational drills, and bolstering arms industry

cooperation.

 Both countries noted their deepening relationship

based on mutual trust anchored in their "strategic

partnership" forged in 2012. 

The JCS Vice Chairman Lt. Gen. Park Woong met with

Turkey's top military officer, Gen. Yasar Guler. 

They agreed that the 15th edition of the talks will be

held in Seoul next year. [The Korea Times]

President Tsai visits Guatemala, Belize

and makes stop in US

(sw) On March 28, President Tsai Ing-wen arrived in

New York City for a stopover on her way to Taiwan’s

diplomatic allies Guatemala and Belize. The theme of

the trip, which lasts until April 7, is “Meeting

Democratic Partners, Fostering Shared Prosperity”. It

aims to demonstrate Taiwan’s determination to

strengthen cooperation in the areas of agriculture,

public health, women’s empowerment, the digital

economy and supply chain security. [Twitter 1]
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On her arrival in the United States (US), Chinese

protestors and Taiwanese supporters gathered.

However, Taiwan’s National Security Bureau (NSB)

accuses the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) of paying

the pro-China demonstrators to protest Tsai’s arrival in

New York. According to Tsai Ming-yen, the director

general of the NSB, China allegedly paid each protestor

USD 200. [Taiwan News 1] 

During her stay in New York, Tsai met with Laura

Rosenberger, the Chairperson of the American

Institute in Taiwan, Hsia Bi-khim, Taiwan’s top envoy to

the United States, and Phil Murphy, the governor of

New Jersey.  She hopes that Taiwan and New Jersey will

strengthen cooperation in high-tech and green energy

sectors. [Focus Taiwan 1] [Twitter 2] 

On March 30, Tsai also received the Hudson Institute’s

Global Leadership Award since the US and Taiwan

expanded their security and economic relationship

under her leadership. [Taiwan News 2] [Twitter 3]

[Twitter 4] 

On her way back she is expected to meet the US House

Speaker Kevin McCarthy on April 5. China called the

layovers in the US a provocative act and threatened

retaliation if she met McCarthy. In a latest

development, McCarthy confirmed his meeting with

Tsai. [Taiwan News 3] [BBC]

Further, a bipartisan group of US) lawmakers is to

meet with President Tsai Ing-wen and technological

and entertainment leaders. The goal of the meetings  is

to understand how the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)

influences US social values and discourse. [Taipei

Times 1]

Tsai visited Guatemala from March 31- April 2 and met

with Guatemala President Alejandro Giammattei.

Giammattei emphasized support for Taiwan as a

sovereign nation and its territorial integrity. Moreover,

a Basic Cooperation Agreement was signed by the two

countries’ foreign ministers. It seks to enhance bilateral

ties and to promote economic and social relations.

[Taiwan News 4] [Focus Taiwan 2] [Twitter 5] 

From April 2-5, Tsai was in Belize and held a speech at

the Belizean Parliament. Furthermore, the two

countries signed a technical cooperation framework

agreement. [Taiwan News 5]  [Focus Taiwan 3] [Taipei

Times 2] 

Taiwan receives gun systems from the US 
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(sw) The United States (US) already delivered 11 of the

13 gun systems that Taiwan had ordered. 

The MK 15 Phalanx Close-In Weapons System (CIWS)

are rapid-fire quick-reaction guns that can stop anti-

ship missiles. Taiwan will receive the final two systems

by the end of the year. 

Moreover, the US will finish the upgrade of the

capabilities of eight other gun systems by the end of

2025. [Taiwan News] 

US delegation to visit Taiwan

(sw) A United States (US) delegation, led by

Representative Michael McCaul, is to visit on April 6

according to Wang Ting-you, a Democratic Progressive

Party lawmaker. 

During the visit, the delegation meets high-ranking

Taiwanese military officials and President Tsai Ing-wen.

[Taipei Times] [Focus Taiwan]

Cross-strait relations: Former Taiwanese

President Ma meets China’s Taiwan affairs

head

(sw) During a meeting with China’s Taiwan Affairs

Office on March 30, former Taiwanese President Ma

Ying-jeou from Taiwan’s opposition party, the

Kuomintang (KMT), emphasized that Taiwan and China

have to create mutual trust to ensure peace. 

It is the first time that a former Taiwanese president

visited China after the Chinese civil war. 

On March 28, he visited the Mausoleum of Sun Yat-

sen, who founded the Republic of China, and is a rare

example of a historical figure that both countries

honor. 

Moreover, he emphasized in a speech that Taiwan

belongs to China. Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council

responded that this harmed the nation’s sovereignty

and dignity. [Taiwan News] [Taipei Times] 

Ma’s visit comes at the same time as President Tsai Ing-

wen has been visiting allies Guatemala and Belize. The

visits included stopovers in the US and a meeting with

House of Representatives Speaker Kevin McCarthy,

strongly opposed by Beijing (see entry above).
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Cross-strait relations: Chinese aircraft

enter median line of the Taiwan Strait

(dql) According to Taiwan’s Ministry of National

Defense (MND), on April 4, 20 Chinese military aircraft

and three ships were spotted around Taiwan during

the previous 24 hours, with one Harbin BZK-005

unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) crossing the median

line of the Taiwan Strait and seven Shenyang J-16

fighter jets and one Shaanxi Y-8 anti-submarine

airplane entering the southwest part of Taiwan’s air

defense identification zone (ADIZ). [Taiwan News]

Fiji reinstates Taiwan’s office name to

‘Republic of China’

(sw) As Fiji changed the name of Taiwan’s

representative office back to ‘Republic of China (ROC)’,

Taiwan’s official name’, Taipei expressed its gratitude.

This means that Taiwanese diplomats have diplomatic

privileges, which were removed in 2018, after China

pressured the previous Fiji administration to change

the name. 

The name change from ‘Taipei Trade Office in Fiji’ to

‘Trade Mission of the Republic of China (Taiwan) to the

Republic of Fiji’ is retroactively effective since March

15. 

Moreover, the name was changed, even though the

two countries do not have official diplomatic relations.

[Focus Taiwan] 

Ghana potential new diplomatic ally for

Taiwan, says whistleblower

(sw) An anonymous whistleblower who allegedly has

connections to Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs

(MOFA) claims that Taipei seeks diplomatic relations

with Ghana. 

The source claims that Taiwan paid a fee of USD 20

million to launch talks about establishing formal ties.

However, the MOFA did not directly deny this

information, but emphasized that Taiwan “only

proposes projects that are beneficial to the people of a

country with which it wishes to make friends.”
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Ghana and China established diplomatic relations in

1960, but their ties fractured as Ghana sought

international aid to repay its debts to Beijing.

Moreover, the Ghanaian public is said to be dissatisfied

with China’s economic activity in their country and its

exploitation of its natural resources. 

Currently the Kingdom of Eswatini is Taiwan’s only

diplomatic ally in Africa. Moreover, after Taiwan lost

Honduras as a formal partner last week to China, it

only has 13 official allies worldwide. [Focus Taiwan]

[Taiwan News]

Canadian Parliament emphasizes ‘strong

relationship’ with Taiwan

(sw) The Canadian Parliament’s Special Committee on

the Canada-People’s Republic of China Relationship

emphasized in an interim report published on March

30 concern about China’s aggression toward Taiwan

and that it needs to support Taiwan. 

The report offers 18 recommendations for Canada’s

House of Commons. These include the proposal for

the government to declare that only the Taiwanese

people can decide for the future of Taiwan, to

encourage parliamentary delegations and diplomatic

visits, to support Taiwan’s participation in international

organizations, and to facilitate investment and trade

between the two countries. 

Taiwan’s representative to Canada, Harry Tseng,

stressed that if Taiwan’s democracy falls, it is a concern

for everyone. Therefore, Canada’s engagement with

Taiwan is important. [Taiwan News] [Twitter] 

First-ever cross-party group on Taiwan

formed in New Zealand

(sw) On March 29, New Zealand legislators formed the

country’s first-ever cross-party group on Taiwan with

the aim to promote cooperation between the two

countries. 

In particular, the group can facilitate talks in the areas

of trade, health care, and semiconductors. 

The formation occurs as the two countries celebrate

the 10th anniversary of their bilateral free trade

agreement. [Focus Taiwan] [ Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Taiwan] 
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European Commission President

emphasizes importance of peace in the

Taiwan Strait

(sw) Ursula von der Leyen, the President of the

European Commission, stressed in a speech on March

30, the importance of peace and stability in the Taiwan

Strait. 

She added that if the regional stability in Asia would

weaken, it would affect global security, trade, and the

interests of the European Union.  Furthermore, von

der Leyen addressed that China increases its military

capacities and disinformation and trade coercion

policies. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan] 

Taiwan-Czech Republic: Drone

cooperation possible

(sw) During a visit at the Asian Innovation Center in

Chiayi County, former Czech deputy trade minister and

international trade consultant, Martina Tauberova,

who led a Czech aerospace delegation, expressed high

hopes for drone cooperation with Taiwan. 

Tauberova emphasized that she wants to discuss

cooperation with Taiwanese drone companies in the

future and to strengthen economic and technological

exchanges between the two countries.

The drones can be used for multiple purposes such as

logistics, agriculture, signal transmission, and disaster

relief. [Taiwan News] 

Taipei, Kyiv cooperate in urban

development, education, culture

(sw) On March 30, the Deputy Mayor of Kyiv,

Volodymyr Bondarenko, and the Taipei Deputy Mayor,

Lee Si-chuan, signed a memorandum of understanding

to cooperate in energy, urban planning and

construction, sustainable transportation, education

and culture, child care and youth services, open

government, and information technology, 

Thus, the two cities can provide mutual assistance and

improve bilateral ties. The Ukrainian delegation visited

Taiwan from March 28-31. [Taiwan News] 
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United States awards grant to support

Thailand's sustainable energy efforts

(aj) Thailand’s Electricity Generating Authority was

awarded a grant by the United States Trade and

Development Agency (USTDA) to conduct a feasibility

study on constructing a hydropower energy plant. The

study will look at the Vajiralongkorn Dam that lies in

Thailand’s western province of Kanchanaburi.

Construction of the hydropower plant will contribute

toward the country’s energy reliability and

sustainability.

Provision of this USTDA grant falls under two US

projects, the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework and

Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment,

with the former aiming to strengthen US political-

economic relations with Indo-Pacific countries. The

latter project focuses on nations the US views as

particularly salient in the global economy by assisting

these countries in closing the infrastructure gap while

meeting their climate change goals. [U.S. Embassy &

Consulate in Thailand]

Thailand-China: Chinese nationals seeking

asylum face potential deportation

(aj) Sixty-three members of the exiled Shenzhen Holy

Reformed Church, all Chinese nationals, are currently

at risk of deportation in Thailand. Human rights

organizations are imploring the Thai government to

safeguard these individuals, as they could face

persecution, arrest, or imprisonment if they are

forcibly returned to China.

The asylum seekers were apprehended at a resort in

Pattaya, a beachside city in Thailand, on March 31,

following a tip from a former member who wished to

return to China. The group is now being held at a

detention center in northern Bangkok, awaiting a

deportation hearing. The date for the hearing has not

yet been disclosed.

The group, composed of 16 families, includes 32 adults

who have been charged with overstaying their visas.

No charges have been filed against the 31 children in

the group. The church members initially self-exiled to

South Korea in 2019, claiming persecution by the

Chinese government. However, South Korean and US

authorities directed the group to seek refuge

elsewhere, which led them to Thailand in 2022. The
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need for visa renewals from the Chinese embassy has

put the refugees in a precarious situation, as they fear

arrest upon entering the compound, causing them to

overstay their visas.

In recent years, Chinese officials have tightened

restrictions on religious freedom, targeting

unregistered religious groups. Chinese law mandates

that all religious institutions register with the

government and pledge to adhere to the Chinese

Communist Party's objectives.

Under Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha's

administration, Thailand has a track record of

deporting asylum seekers who may face danger upon

their return. For instance, in 2015, Thailand repatriated

109 Muslim Uyghur refugees to China, a move

condemned by the United Nations and the United

States.

Two Americans from the Texas-based organization

Freedom Seekers International, dedicated to

supporting persecuted Christians, are accompanying

the Chinese group to explore legal aid options for the

refugees. US lawmakers are also urging the US

Department of State to intervene in the matter.

Neither the Chinese Embassy nor the US Embassy in

Bangkok have commented on the issue, though the

Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs has stated that the

matter is "not a diplomatic question."

Human Rights Watch (HRW) is calling on Thailand to

grant the UN High Commissioner for Refugees access

to the Chinese asylum seekers to ascertain their

refugee status and provide legal protection. HRW also

requests that if Thailand determines the refugees

cannot remain in the country, they should at least

allow the migrants to seek safety in another

nation. [Bangkok Post] [Human Rights Watch] [The

Diplomat]

Thailand, Japan co-chair ASEAN-Japan

Forum

(aj) Thailand and Japan co-chaired the 38th iteration of

the ASEAN-Japan Forum held in Tokyo. Representing

Thailand was Sarun Charoensuwan, the Secretary for

Foreign Affairs, and for Japan, it was Yamada Shigeo

who is the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs. The

meeting concluded with ASEAN and Japan agreeing to

seek avenues for further cooperation, especially in the

areas of economic development and cyber security.

[Thailand Ministry of Foreign Affairs]
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Thailand, Singapore, United States

conclude joint military exercise

(aj) The United States, Thailand, and Singapore

completed the joint Exercise Cope Tiger in late March.

This annual exercise aims to strengthen the

interoperability and military relations among these

nations. Civic engagement missions are also a part of

the operations, such as school visits. [United States Air

Force] [United States Indo-Pacific Command]

Thailand and Vietnam engage in talks to

bolster bilateral cooperation

(ih) On March 29, Thailand's Deputy Prime Minister

Wissanu Krea-ngam welcomed Vietnamese

Ambassador to Thailand Phan Chi Thanh for

discussions aimed at reinforcing collaboration between

the two countries in areas such as investment, trade,

justice, culture, and education. 

Wissanu expressed his contentment with the progress

of Vietnam-Thailand relations and voiced his hopes for

favorable conditions for Thai businesses in Vietnam. 

Thanh emphasized the economic significance of the

partnership between the two nations and proposed

enhanced cooperation in the judicial and educational

sectors. He also conveyed his hopes for the respective

justice ministries to expedite negotiations on new

judicial agreements and effectively implement the

judicial assistance agreement in civil affairs, which was

signed by both countries in November 2022.

[Vietnam+]

Vietnam protests Taiwanese live fire drills

in Spratly Islands

(ih) On March 31, Vietnam lodged a complaint against

Taiwan's live fire exercises in the waters surrounding

Itu Aba, part of Vietnam's Spratly Islands. Vietnam

decried the drills as a breach of their territorial

sovereignty and a menace to peace, stability, safety,

and maritime security. 

The country has urged Taiwan to cancel the exercises

and refrain from engaging in similar actions in the

future. Despite Vietnam's competing claims, Taiwan
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currently occupies Itu Aba, the largest island in the

Spratly Islands. [VN Express]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming Events

5 April 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Global Security Forum 2023: Transatlantic

Defense

This webcast will explore the evolving threat landscape

given Russia’s war in Ukraine, challenges in European

defense, and opportunities for transatlantic defense

cooperation. It will draw special attention on the

potential of collaboration with European allies to

address challenges with munitions and other

stockpiles, as well as on the question of how to shape

the future force of tomorrow through technological

modernization.

If you are interested, visit [CSIS].

5 April 2023 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

The Cost of Afro-Arab Social Exclusion in

MENA

The online event will discuss the challenges to social

inclusion of Afro-Arabs across the Middle East and

North Africa, in addition to the widespread costs of

discrimination.
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Find more event details at [Wilson Center].

6 April 2023 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Towards a Win-Win Cooperation: ASEAN

Centrality and Indonesia’s Role in the

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework

This webinar will offer insights into how Indonesia tries

to utilize its role as this year’s ASEAN Chairman to

maximize its negotiating power in the Indo-Pacific

Economic Framework (IPEF). Further, Indonesia’s key

national interests in its IPEF diplomacy and what

critical drivers for these sentiments are will be

addressed.

For more information, see [ISEAS].

6 April 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine

This webcast features a conversation with Ukrainian

Deputy Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic

Integration Olga Stefanishyna, that will discuss ways

Ukraine can join the European Union within a

reasonable timeline and with clear conditions for

accession.

More event details are accessible via [CSIS].

10 April 2023 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

A New Era in the U.S.-Philippines Alliance

Ahead of the U.S.-Philippines Two-Plus-Two Ministerial

Dialogue, Philippine Secretary of Foreign Affairs

Enrique Manalo will give this webcast a talk about the

modernization of the Philiipine-US alliance over the

past year. 

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

11 April 2023 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore
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Finance, Energy and Food Intersections in

Southeast Asia’s Green Transition

This webinar will explore Chinese-led green finance

along the Belt and Road Initiative and lessons for

Southeast Asia as well as the challenges and prospects

of energy transition in Indonesia and potential impacts

on the region at large. 

Find more about the event at [ISEAS].

11 April 2023 @ 11:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. (GMT-4),

Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS),

USA 

A Conversation on Cybersecurity with

NSA’s Rob Joyce

At this webcast, Rob Joyce, Director of Cybersecurity at

the National Security Agency (NSA), will share insights

into NSA’s work against cyber threats to the

Department of Defense, National Security Systems,

and the Defense Industrial Base and the future of the

cybersecurity ecosystem.

Visit [CSIS] to find more details.

11 April 2023 @ 9:30-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

China’s Climate Security Vulnerabilities

This webcast will address the question of how climate

change and responses to it influence China’s domestic

and foreign interests, and what that mean for the

international community, including the United States.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

11 April 2023 @ 12:00-1:15 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Book Launch: COVID and Gender in the

Middle East & North Africa

This hybrid event will feature COVID and Gender in the

Middle East, the new book edited by feminist and

scholar Rita Stephan. The book is a compilation of

articles from MENA scholars, activists, and policy
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experts and zooms into the COVID-19 pandemic in

MENA and its impact on the region’s economy,

security, and human rights through a gendered lens.

To register for the event, go to [Wilson Center].

Recent Book Releases

Taylor C. Sherman, Nehru’s India: A History in Seven

Myths, Princeton University Press, 304 pages,

published on October 11, 2022, reviewed in [LSE].

Adam Oliver, A Political Economy of Behavioural

Public Policy, Cambridge University Press, 236 pages,

published on February 23, 2023. For a discussion of the

book by the author, see [LSE].

Guillemette Crouzet, Inventing the Middle East:

Britain and the Persian Gulf in the Age of Global

Imperialism, McGill-Queen's University Press, 304

pages, published on October 15, 2022. For a review,

see [Asian Review of Books].

Calls for Papers

The Asian Political and International Studies

Association (APISA) invites paper proposals for

its 2023 conference to be held on June 29 to July 1,

2023. Abstract submission deadline is April 30, 2023.

For more information, see [APISA].

The IAFOR Research Centre at Osaka

University invites paper proposals for 4th Barcelona

Conference on Education (BCE2023), scheduled for

September 19-23, 2023, in Barcelona, Spain, and

online. The closing date for abstract submission is July

5, 2023. Details are available at [BCE].

Jobs and positions

The United Nations Development Programme seeks

a Sustainable Finance Capacities and Partnerships

Specialist to be based in the United States. Core

responsibility is to work with the related institutions to

design a training programmes and develop a strategic

approach for understanding the needs of the partners.

Applications are accepted until 15 April 2023. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-jkd/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-jkh/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-jkk/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-jku/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-jul/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-jur/
https://asiangovernancefoundation.createsend1.com/t/d-l-zktwyk-l-juy/


The United Nations Development Programme seeks

a Global Technical Specialist on Ecosystems and

Biodiversity. Core responsibility is to contribute to a

strategic understanding of the related topics and

participate in the development of relevant policies and

activities. Applications are accepted until 15 April 2023.

More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks

an International Consultant to be based in Saudi

Arabia. Core responsibility is to provide technical

guidance to the relevant institutions and lead the

relevant research and development activities.

Applications are accepted until 15 April 2023. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks

an Urban Innovation, Technologies, and

Digitalization Specialist to be based in Singapore.

Core responsibility is to provide research, analysis, and

insights on topics related to urban innovations,

technologies, and digitalization. Applications are

accepted until 15 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks

a Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning Analyst.

Core responsibility is to develop innovative, system-

informed, and participatory monitoring, evaluation,

and learning (MEL) frameworks and tools. Applications

are accepted until 17 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The World Food Programme seeks a Human

Resource Officer. Core responsibility is to identify and

analyze the current workforce and its relevant

characteristics. Applications are accepted until 15 April

2023. More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme seeks a Supply Chain

Officer to be based in Italy. Core responsibility is to

lead the analysis of the organization’s supply chain.

Applications are accepted until 30 April 2023. More

information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme seeks a Programme

Associate on Information Management to be based

in Ethiopia. Core responsibility is to support the

humanitarian needs overview and create and maintain

contact with the relevant regional insitutions.

Applications are accepted until 14 April 2023. More

information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme seeks a Programme

Policy Officer to be based in Zimbabwe. Core

responsibility is to provide project management
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support and contribute to the preparation of accurate

and timely reports. Applications are accepted until 13

April 2023. More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme seeks a Budget and

Programming Officer to be based in Panama. Core

responsibility is to contribute to the development and

implementation of budget and programming activities.

Applications are accepted until 18 April 2023. More

information is provided at [WFP].

The World Health Organization seeks a Consultant

on Global Cost-Benefit Analysis to be based in YY.

Core responsibility is to identify relevant global official

datasets of costs, health impacts, and economic

benefits in regard to the health sector. Applications are

accepted until 18 April 2023. More information is

provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization seeks a Consultant

on the Provision of Legal Services. Core

responsibility is to provide legal advice on corporate

and contractual matters. Applications are accepted

until 18 April 2023. More information is provided at

[WHO].

The World Health Organization seeks a Technical

Officer to be based in Vanuatu. Core responsibility is

to support and monitor parasite-based diagnostic

services in health services. Applications are accepted

until 25 April 2023. More information is provided at

[WHO].

The World Health Organization seeks

an Epidemologist to be based in Syria. Core

responsibility is to provide technical leadership and

guidance related to the detection and surveillance of

epidemic and pandemic potentials. Applications are

accepted until 17 April 2023. More information is

provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization seeks

a Reporductive Health Specialist to be based in

Pakistan. Core responsibility is to provide technical and

managerial leadership in the area related to

reproductive health and monitor the matter in the

relevant countries and regions. Applications are

accepted until 24 April 2023. More information is

provided at [WHO].

The United Nations Children's Fund seeks

an Immunization Specialist to be based in Vanuatu

and Fiji. Core responsibility is to contribute to the

preparation of the situation analysis and collaborate

with ither UNICEF sectors to ensure the integration of

the immunization programme. Applications are
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accepted until 17 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund seeks a Health

Specialist to be based in Nepal. Core responsibility is

to lead the internal and external collaborations and

partnerships and support the preparedness and

response to public health emergencies. Applications

are accepted until 16 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund seeks a Social

Behavior Change Specialist to be based in Fiji. Core

responsibility is to design, implement, and participate

in situation analyses and apply tools, methodologies,

and frameworks for data collection. Applications are

accepted until 17 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund seeks

a Programme Manager to be based in Switzerland.

Core responsibility is to lead and facilitate the set up of

activities related to the performance and budget

aspects of the relevant programmes. Applications are

accepted until 15 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund seeks

a Programme Manager to be based in the United

States. Core responsibility is to support and oversee

the related programmes and act as a focal point for

the identification and support of capacity development

activities. Applications are accepted until 16 April 2023.

More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks an Associate

Criminal Analyst to be based in Iraq. Core

responsibility is to consuct crime and criminal

intellegence analysus and participate in a team of

investigators to carry out analytical tasks. Applications

are accepted until 15 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks a Public

Information Officer to be based in the United States.

Core responsibility is to monitor and analyze current

events, public opinion, and press and undertake

activities to promote the media coverage of the

institution. Applications are accepted until 14 April

2023. More information is provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks a Senior

Programme Officer to be based in Switzerland. Core

responsibility is to coordinate policy development and

research, analyze, and present information gathered
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from diverse sources. Applications are accepted until

30 April 2023. More information is provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks a Programme

Management Director to be based in Turkey. Core

responsibility is to promote the development and

implementation of national and regional science,

technology, and innovation strategies. Applications are

accepted until 29 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks an Assistant

Secretary-General for Youth Affairs to be based in

the United States. Core responsibility is to lead the

collaboration, coordination, engagement, and

advocacy for the advancement of youth issues.

Applications are accepted until 1 May 2023. More

information is provided at [UN].

The International Rescue Committee seeks

an Intensive Case Management Caseworker to be

based in the United States. Core responsibility is to

determine client eligibility for the programme and

conduct intake assessment. Applications are accepted

until 2 June 2023. More information is provided at

[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee seeks

an Unaccompanied Children Caseworker to be

based in the United States. Core responsibility is to

assess and provide recommendation for the purpose

of reunifying children with their potential sponsors.

Applications are accepted until 2 June 2023. More

information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee seeks

a Multilingual Caseworker Assistant to be based in

the United States. Core responsibility is to support the

effort to link clients with appropriate educational,

health, and social services. Applications are accepted

until 2 June 2023. More information is provided at

[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee seeks a Youth

Programme Specialist to be based in the United

States. Core responsibility is to provide technological

support to instructional staff and students.

Applications are accepted until 31 May 2023. More

information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee seeks a Youth

Social Work Supervisor to be based in the United

States. Core responsibility is to recruit, train, and

manage a team of staff and social work students.

Applications are accepted until 30 June 2023. More

information is provided at [IRC].
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