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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

The AiR team wishes all happy Songkran holidays this
week.

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de,
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Corruption allegations against
former Everbright chairman

(ms) The country's two top corruption bodies on April 5
launched an investigation into Li Xiaopeng, the former
chairman and party chief of state-owned China
Everbright Group, making him the latest high-profile
financial official to face such a probe since the
announcement in February of a ramped-up crackdown
on the financial sector.

The China Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection (CCDI) and the National Commission of
Supervision suspect Li of "severe violations of party
discipline and laws," an often-used euphemism for
corruption.

Only two days later, on April 7, both bodies announced
that Dai Shihon, former head of the Export-Import
Bank (Exim Bank) of China's Yunnan branch, had been
expelled from the party and stripped of all his



positions, citing Dai's acceptance of bribes and abuse
of his post. [Reuters]

The original crackdown on the country's financial
sector began already in 2021, but in February the CCDI
announced that it would intensify the crackdown by
taking a closer look at the country's "financial elites",
focusing not only on people in the financial and real
estate sectors, but also on high-ranking cadres within
the party.

Since then, there have already been more than 20
investigations against high-ranking officials since
February (see AiR No. 9, February/2023, 4; AiR No. 14,
April/2023, 1).

Against this backdrop, the CCDI also announced that
the crackdown is far from over. As part of the
nationwide investigation, the CCDI highlighted about
30 state-owned companies, including five companies
that were already part of the first crackdown in 2021,
one of which was Everbright, which will face a review.
[Caixin Global] [South China Morning Post] [Xinhua]

In addition to the SOEs, a central discipline group has
been appointed to investigate China's General
Administration of Sport (GAS). According to Global
Times, the group will focus on high-ranking Chinese
sports officials to counter structural corruption within
Chinese sports with the aim of "constructing a strong
sports nation."

Chinese sports, particularly Chinese football, have
been the target of a number of anti-corruption
investigations in recent weeks and months, starting
with the investigation into Li Tie, the then national
men's football team coach, in November last year. Six
more investigations against provincial and ministerial
officials in the field of Chinese sports have followed
since then, with Du Zhaocai, deputy head of the
General Administration of Sport of China, being the
most recent case in early April (see AR No. 14,
April/2023, 1). [Global Times]

China: Premier announces support for
exports

(ms) The new Premier Li Qiang announced during an
executive meeting of the State Council of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) incentives and support for
exports of Chinese companies to foreign countries
against the background of falling export numbers.
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January and February saw an export decline of almost
seven percent compared to the previous year. For
March, declines of another five percent are expected.
The main reason for this decline is the continuing
tense relations with the US, China's third largest export
market after the EU and ASEAN. In the first two months
alone, exports fell by almost 22 percent.

To compensate for these shortfalls, the Chinese
government is now planning incentives "to stabilise
exports to developed economies, and guide exporters
to explore the markets of developing countries and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations," Li is quoted
saying.

More specific information on the form and extent of
the assistance was not yet disclosed in Li's speech, but
the Ministry of Commerce at an earlier time hinted at
assistance on customs procedures, logistics, financing,
and greater market access through international trade
agreements as possible measures. [Caixin Global]
[South China Morning Post]

China: Establishment of National
Integrated Circuit Standardization
Technical Committee

(ms) The Chinese Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology (MIIT) is working on the establishment of a
National Integrated Circuit Standardization Technical
Committee which will standardize and accelerate the
national development of integrated circuits.

The committee will be made up of representatives
from the country's leading universities as well as
representatives from various tech companies working
with and on integrated circuits, including Huawei and
the Chinese Semiconductor Manufacturing
International Corporation (SMIC).

As a reason for the foundation of the committee it was
stated that the "biggest problem of China's chip
industry is that the whole development is led by
foreign standards" according to a Chinese tech
entrepreneur. The committee would break away from
these standards and adapt the supply chains to their
own requirements.

The distancing from "foreign standards" has to be seen
as a forced reaction to the ongoing US-led sanctions
against the export of important technologies,
especially for the development of highly advanced
semiconductors to China, and as a step in the direction
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of the aspired technology independence proclaimed by
President Xi Jinping. [Global Times]

China: Long prison sentences against six
people in the case of the chained woman

(ms) A Chinese court has sentenced six persons in the
case of the chained woman, which caused an outcry in
China, to prison terms of between nine and 13 years.
However, critics as well as many Chinese found that
the sentence did not go far enough.

Early last year, a video emerged which shows a middle-
aged woman from the city of Xuzhou in eastern Jiangsu
Province chained to the neck. The video went viral and
caused a nationwide outcry that brought the issues of
trafficking of girls and young women and their forced
marriages and rapes back to the center of public
discourse (see AiR No. 8, February/2022, 4).

The husband of the woman, with whom she has eight
children, bought the woman together with his father in
1998 and chained, starved, and tortured her until her
release, the court said in its report. Based on that, the
man was sentenced to 9 years in prison for abuse and
wrongful imprisonment.

The other five defendants were sentenced to 13 years
imprisonment for human trafficking.

The sentence against the husband, in particular,
received much criticism, as the court omitted from
both their report and indictment the offense of rape,
which, based on its severity and duration, very likely
ought to have been punished by life imprisonment or
even the death penalty. [Article 236 Criminal Law of
China]

Furthermore, observers of the case have criticized the
lack recognition by the courts and government of the
larger picture and widespread problem of human
trafficking in China, triggered in part by the
longstanding one-child policy and the resulting gender
imbalance with a surplus of males.

A human rights lawyer accused the court that "[t]hey
are seeking to minimize the impact to maintain
stability, so they don't have to investigate local
[officials] for criminal responsibility." [CBS News]
[Global Times] [Radio Free Asia]
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China: More than ten years in prison for
two activists

(ms) A Chinese court on April 10 sentenced the two
well-known Chinese activists Xu Zhiyong and Ding Jiaxi
to long prison terms. Xu was sentenced to 14 years
and Ding to 12 years imprisonment for "subversion of
state power."

Both activists were key figures in the "New Citizens
Movement", an alliance of various mainland Chinese
human rights groups founded in 2010 that advocates
for civil rights, constitutional reforms of China and the
fight against corruption within the Chinese ruling class.

Ding and Xu have been in custody since 2019 and
2020, respectively, for their involvement in secret
gatherings of activists and, in Xu's case, for writing anti-
government pieces calling among other things for the
resignation of President Xi Jinping in the wake of his
handling of Hong Kong and the human rights their
after the 2019 anti-government protests and the Zero-
COVID measures. [Deutsche Welle] [Hong Kong Free
Press] [Melissa Chan via Twitter]

China: Rocket successfully completes
vertical landing test

(ms) CAS Space, a Chinese commercial space launch
enterprise founded in 2018 of mixed ownership,
partially owned by the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
announced on April 6 that they have successfully
completed a vertical landing test, a crucial step in the
development of reusable rockets.

Reusable rocket development has received increased
priority in China in recent years, with China having
successfully launched a Long March-2F carrier rocket
with a pilot reusable spacecraft attached in mid-2022
(see AIR No. 32, August/2022, 2).

The latest rocket is a small model weighing only 90
kilograms, but according to CAS, the test lays the
foundation for future technological developments of
near-space scientific experiment platforms, rocket
stage recovery as well as space tourism. [Global Times]

Japan: Local elections held

(cc) Japanese voters went to the poll for the nationwide
local elections to select their governors, mayors, and
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assembly members on April 9.

In regard to the result, candidates from Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida's ruling coalition beat their opposition-
backed counterparts in several major prefectures, such
as Oita and Hokkaido. Nevertheless, some nominees
supported by the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
also faced defeats in prefectures like Osaka and Nara.

But overall, according to the LDP election chief Hiroshi
Moriyama, the LDP secured a victorious result, and the
party will use the momentum of the success to win the
upcoming second-round election that will be held on
April 23. [Japan Today] [The Japan Times]

Japan: Government panel considers
ending current trainee program

(cc) According to a draft report that was revealed on
April 10, a Japanese government panel sought to end
the current trainee program for foreigners in favor of a
new system in an attempt to address human rights-
related issues.

The current internship program, introduced in 1993,
allows foreign workers to work for up to five years,
primarily in the agricultural and manufacturing sectors.
Throughout its existence, the scheme has been
accused of enabling companies to import cheap labor
and exposing those workers to abuses.

Accordingly, the draft suggested that the new system
should explicitly declare its intention to secure and
develop human resources and allow workers to
change their employment within the same sector or
facilitate their long-term careers in Japan.

The panel aimed to finish the report on the matter by
fall 2023. [The Mainichi]

Japan: Court orders the government to
compensate to the victims of the eugenic
law

(cc) On April 5, the Japanese government filed an
appeal to the Osaka High Court's ruling, which stated
that the now-ended eugenics protection law was
unconstitutional and ordered the government to pay
compensation to five victims who suffered from forced
sterilizations and abortions under the law.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-yh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-yk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-yu/

In the appeal, the government challenged the court's
decision to order the state to compensate the
complainants for a total of approximately USD 376,000
(JPY 49.5 million).

The five plaintiffs, each suffering from the violation of
their reproductive rights by the government due to
their disabilities, had demanded a total of USD 1.25
million (JPY 165 million) in compensation. They had
their initial hearing at the Kobe District Court in August
2021.

According to the decision made by the Osaka High
Court on March 23, the statute of limitation, which
suggests that the victim's right to claim compensation
ends 20 years after the illegal actions occurred, was to
be removed for this case. Accordingly, the government
was now subject to providing reimbursement to the
five plaintiffs. Additionally, the high court also decided
that the right to claim compensation was legitimate
within six months after the unconstitutionality of the
eugenic law was recognized by either the government
or the Supreme Court.

Previously, a similar decision was made by the
Shizuoka District Court, which ruled that a hearing-
impaired woman who underwent forced sterilization
due to the eugenic law was eligible for USD 123,000
(JPY 16.5 million) compensation from the government
[See AIR No. 9, February/2023, 4]. [The Mainichi]

Japan: New human rights protection rule
to be added in the government
procurement process

(cc) On April 10, during a conference between the
governmental institutions related to public works and
government procurement, a decision was reached that
a clause mandating measures to respect human rights
must be added to the bidding instructions and
contracts used when the government buys products
and services from firms.

The decision aligned with efforts made by the United
States and the European nations to target
organizations implicated in human rights violations,
with its focus being on China due to the country's
alleged utilization of forced labor in the Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region.

The new rule would require that the companies the
Japanese government has business with refrain from
using parts and products from parties that violate
human rights. To ensure the effectiveness of the
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regulation, the government will oversee and verify if
the contractors have paid attention to upholding
human rights during their manufacturing process.
Though, it was uncertain that the government would
go as far as terminating the contract when a violation
was found.

The rule is expected to be included in the policy
regarding economic and fiscal management and
reform, which will be sent to the Cabinet in June. [The
Japan News]

Japan: GSDF helicopter went missing

(cc) On April 6, a Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
(GSDF) helicopter and its ten personnel went missing in
an area South of the Okinawa prefecture.

According to the GSDF, the UH-60JA multipurpose
helicopter vanished from radar shortly after taking off
from Miyako Island to survey the nearby locations.
There was no rough weather condition in the area
when the chopper went missing.

Rescue parties have been sent out for a rescue
operation. A source from the Japanese Coast Guard
disclosed that oil, a lifeboat, and a mechanical part,
believed to be a section of a rotor blade, were found in
the sea where the accident might have happened. On
April 9, a body was reportedly spotted off the coast of
Irabu Island in the Okinawa prefecture.

Rescue operations are still ongoing. [Kyodo News] [The
Mainichi]

Mongolia: New anti-corruption measures

(dgl) A Prime Minister's Order was issued on April 5
that reflects the government's efforts to intensify
Mongolia's fight against corruption. Under the order
the so-called “Wide-Open” operation is introduced that
requires Cabinet members, governors of provinces and
the capital city, Head of the Government Agency for
Policy Coordination on State Property and Regulation,
and Director of Government's Special Fund to provide
by June 1 the Minister of Digital Development and
Communications with certificates of land use issued in
specially protected areas, along with environmental
impact assessments of economic activities in this area,
their agreements, and payment history of land fee.
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Further, certificates of the Building Commission issued
by the State Commission certifying the completion of
the building in question, and comprehensive data
about the structure and composition of board of
directors and supervisory boards of state or locally-
owned legal entities, including details about salary,
incentives, and contacts. In addition, information on
the expenditure of the Government’s special fund and
projects financed from the fund, along with related
decisions are also to be submitted. [Montsame 1]

The move targets land administration and mining that
are widely seen as two of the most corrupt sectors in
the country.

On the same day, the Ministry of Justice and Home
Affairs introduced to the public a draft law of the
government that centers on better protection for
whistleblowers and incentivizing whistleblowing
through rewards up to more than USD 570.000.
[Montsame 2]

Mongolia: Water scarcity

(dgl) Mongolia has been ranked as a high-water-risk
country at the UN 2023 Water Conference in late
March, with challenges looming large especially for the
herders in the country.

While herders in the Gobi Desert have faced water
shortages in their wells, related research points to
challenges posed by climate-related natural disasters
that are projected to increase in frequency and
severity, including extreme winter storms with heavy
snowfall, along with droughts, floods, and sand and
dust storms. Further, the open-pit mining has scaled
up and has fractured and physically destroyed
pasturelands, while dust from heavy trucks has
deteriorated the living conditions of herders. [The
Diplomat]

Mongolia: Number of teachers to be
increased

(dqgl) The General Authority for Education (GAE),
Mongolia's government agency in charge of the
implementation of the country’s education policies, is
continuing to provide support for the “Teach for
Mongolia” program, in a bid to combat the shortage of
teachers in rural areas of the country. The “Teach for
Mongolia” program has been a member of “Teach for
All" since 2022, a global network of 61 independent,
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locally led and funded partner organizations which
share the mission to expand opportunities for
education around the world.

GAE chairman T. Nyam-Ochir, and the Executive
Director of the “Teach for Mongolia” NGO G. Gantushig
concluded an agreement on April 8 to extend the
cooperation for a period of five years.

According to the GAE, a total of 32,000 new general
education teachers is needed by 2030 to fill the gap
Mongolia is facing. [The UB Post]

North Korea: First journalists' union
conference in 22 years

(dqgl) North Korea reportedly held a conference of its
journalists' union earlier last week, the first conference
of this kind in 22 years.

During the 9th conference of the Journalists Union of
Korea, held in Pyongyang on April 3-4, the union’s
members were called on to become “devoted
spokespeople” of the ruling Workers' Party, and to
follow the party's policies and positions as “absolute
truth,” to Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), North
Korea's state news agency. [Yonhap News Agency] [NK
News]

South Korea: President and opposition
party clash over grain bill

(dqgl) South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party
(DP) has strongly criticized President Yoon Suk Yeol's
veto of the Grain Management Act that the DPK-
dominated parliament passed last month. It was
Yoon's first veto since he took office in May last year.

The party called Yoon's decision a "frontal rejection” of
the National Assembly's legislative right. Yoon argued
that the bill would lead to a waste of government
resources.

Under the contested bill, the government is required to
purchase excess rice if production surpasses estimated
demand by 3-5 percent, or if prices drop by 5-8 percent
or more compared with the previous year.

The DPK vowed to push for a re-vote of the bill at a
parliamentary plenary session scheduled for April 13.
However, a vetoed bill needs a two-thirds approval in
parliament. The DP only holds 169 out of the 299 seats.
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[Korea JoongAng Daily] [The Korea Times] [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea: Opposition party demands
verification of U.S. eavesdropping
allegations

(dgl) The main opposition Democratic Party (DP) has
demanded that the presidential office immediately
request "clear information" from Washington on
reports about alleged attempts by the United States to
eavesdrop on top South Korean officials.

The party also requested the parliament to
immediately convene meetings of its foreign affairs,
intelligence and defense committees to discuss the
matter.

The move came after a New York Times report claimed
that the Central Intelligence Agency eavesdropped on
Seoul's internal debates related to the provision of
weapons to the U.S. for use in Ukraine.

The presidential office responded that it will hold
necessary discussions with the U.S. Further, it will
review precedents involving other countries. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea: Death penalty for drugging
minors proposed

(dqgl) A lawmaker of the ruling People Power Party (PPP)
has tabled in parliament a bill to amend the Narcotics
Control Act to allow for harsh punishment, including
the death penalty, life imprisonment or a prison
sentence of at least 10 years, for those convicted of
drugging minors against their will.

The move comes amid public outrage over a recent
drug scam in which high school students in Seoul were
deceived and lured into drinking drug-laced beverages.
Police are suspecting two individuals residing in China
of masterminding the distribution of drinks laced with
drugs to high school students in Seoul and have
requested cooperation from their Chinese
counterpart.

In a separate move, the Seoul Metropolitan Police
Agency has announced that it will assume
responsibility for an investigation into a recent drug
crime and take over the case from a front-line police
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station. The announcement came after President Yoon
Suk-yeol had ordered a comprehensive probe into the
crime and a fierce crackdown on drug rings. [Yonhap
News Agency 1] [Yonhap News Agency 2]

South Korea: New floor leader of ruling
party

(dqgl) Third-term lawmaker Yun Jae-ok was elected as

the new floor leader of the ruling People Power Party
(PPP) after securing 65 out of 109 votes at the party's
general assembly on April 7.

A policeman-turned-lawmaker and ally of President
Yoon Suk-yeol, Yun together Kim Gi-hyeon who was
elected as PPP’'s new chairman in March (see AiR No.
11,.March/2023, 2) will be responsible for leading the
party to next year's general election.

He formerly served in key positions, including as the
head of the National Police Agency's intelligence
bureau and as chair of the National Assembly's foreign
affairs and unification committee. [Korea JoongAng
Daily]

South Korea: By-elections voting kicks off

(dgl) By-elections kicked off last week, with nine seats
being up for grabs, including one parliamentary seat,
one lower-level council head, one superintendent for
education, two in provincial and metropolitan councils,
and four in lower-level councils.

Around 1.3 million voters are eligible to vote, according
to the interior ministry. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Massive investments in key
tech sectors

(dqgl) South Korea's Science and ICT Ministry has
announced that the country will make investments of
160 trillion won (USD 122 billion) into research and
development by 2027, in a bid to boost research
capabilities in the three key technology sectors of
semiconductors, displays and next-generation
batteries.

Under the ministry’'s investment plan, the government
and private sector-created funding will support local
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companies and research centers in securing cutting-
edge technologies and create new markets in the three
tech sectors.

A total of 100 specified technologies have been
prioritized for the funding, including semiconductor
devices, free-form displays and hydrogen fuel cells.
[Yonhap News Agency]

The announcement came after the parliament late
March passed a bill, known as the K-Chips Act, aimed
at boosting the country's semiconductor industry by
offering bigger tax incentives to chipmakers and other
strategic industries, in an attempt to strengthen its
supply chain security and to boost the national
economy (see AiR No. 14, April/2023, 1).

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy
also announced that 13.5 trillion won (USD 10.23
billion) will be invested by 2030 in key industry sectors,
such as including semiconductors, secondary batteries
and nuclear power generation.

Under government plans 40 research and
development projects in 11 major industry fields will
be conducted, with investments of 6.2 trillion won by
2027 and an additional 7.3 trillion won by 2030.

Semiconductors, displays, secondary batteries, future
mobility, key materials, advanced manufacturing,
intelligent robots, aviation and defense, bio, next-
generation nuclear power generation and new energy
are among the 11 funded industry fields. [The Korea
Bizwire]

South Korea: Presidents calls on fight
against wildfire

(dql) In response to a wildfire that started in the
morning of April 11 east of Seoul and forced hundreds
of people to evacuate, President Yoon Suk Yeol has
urged to make use of available government resources
to fight the burning. [Reuters] [Yonhap News Agency 1]

Earlier last week he had ordered the Cabinet to
prepare the designation of 10 areas that were hit by
wildfires as special disaster zones that would be
eligible for the financial support of the government for
recovery work, relief funds for victims and other
benefits. [Yonhap News Agency 2]

The order came after a wildfire broke out at Inwangsan
mountain, Seoul, that led to building evacuations and
business closures in the vicinity. [Crisis 24]


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-il/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-ir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-iy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-iy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-ij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-it/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-ii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-id/

South Korea: Measures against school
violence to be strengthened

(dql) At a policy consultation meeting on April 5, the
government and the ruling People Power Party (PPP)
have reached an agreement to push for tougher
measures against school violence.

This includes having records of school violence playing
arole in both the early and regular college admission
processes, and being kept until employment.

Discussions were held about increasing support for
victims, boosting the teachers' authority and
facilitating character-building education for students.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Reshuffle of high-ranking
security officials

(dqgl) South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol has
appointed a new First Vice Minister of the Foreign
Ministry and a new ambassador to the US.

Under the reshuffle, current Ambassador to Russia
Chang ho-jin will replace the Foreign Ministry’s First
Vice Minister Cho Hyung-dong who will become the
Head of Mission in the US.

Both, Chang and Cho, are recognized for their
experience in handling matters involving policy on
North Korea. The former spent most of his career
drafting anti-North Korea measures, while the latter
served as deputy nuclear envoy for North Korea.

The Korean ambassador to the US had vacated the
position as he left to become Yoon's national security
adviser. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Defense drills started, new
frigate launched

(dqgl) On April 10, South Korea's military began the
annual Hwarang joint exercise, involving local
governments, police and fire fighting authorities.

Part of efforts to maintain an integrated defense
posture against North Korea's military threats, the drill
will see air raid drills against North Korea's nuclear and
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missile threats, counterterrorism exercises and
training on cyberterrorism response. [Yonhap News
Agency]

On the same day, the new 3,600-ton frigate - ROKS
Chungnam (FFG-828) - has been launched.
Domestically designed and constructed, the Chungnam
is equipped with a 5-inch naval gun, a Korean-style
vertical launch system, surface-to-air missiles, ship-to-
ship missiles, tactical ship-to-ground missiles, and
long-range anti-submarine torpedoes. It is South
Korea'’s first vessel that has a homegrown
multifunctional phased array radar (MFR), enabling the
detection, tracking, and simultaneous engagement of
multiple targets in air and on the surface.

Delivery to the South Korean Navy is expected for
December 2024, following a testing and evaluation
period. [Navy Recognition]

Meanwhile, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy, the
Defense Acquisition Program Administration and local
banks signed a memorandum of understanding to
extend annually 100 billion won (USD 75.84 million) in
trade financing to subcontractors in the defense
industry, in a bid to strengthen South Korea's global
arms sales and the domestic industry ecosystem. [The
Korea Herald]

Taiwan: Foxconn founder Gou announces
fresh run for presidency

(Im) The billionaire founder of Taiwanese multinational
electronics manufacturer Foxconn, Terry Gou, said on
April 5 he would seek the presidential nomination for
the East Asian nation’s main opposition party, the
Kuomintang (KMT), for a second time. In 2019, Gou
stepped down as Foxconn's boss to run for president
under the KMT, which traditionally favors close ties
with China, only to fail to be nominated and then quit
the party. [BBC] [Reuters]

The KMT is still in the process of choosing its candidate
for the next presidential election, due in January 2024,
with Hou Yu-ih, mayor of New Taipei City, broadly
considered the current frontrunner. Taiwan'’s ruling
Democratic Progressive Party has already chosen
William Lai, the incumbent vice president and party
chairman, as its candidate for next year's presidential
election; Lai is expected to be nominated as candidate
in mid-April.
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Bangladesh: Prime minister calls
newspaper enemy of ruling party,
democracy after arrest of journalist

(az) Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on
March 10 said the country’s highest-circulating
newspaper, Prothom Alo, was the enemy of her ruling
Awami League, democracy and the people of
Bangladesh. The statements came after a reporter with
the daily was charged for writing a “false” news piece
on the rising food prices. The reporter was charged
under the Digital Security Act, and along with other
coworkers, was picked up by law enforcement
members in plain clothes and sent to jail on March 30.
[The Independent]

In his report, the journalist quoted a laborer as saying
that Bangladesh's independence didn't mean much to
him while he struggles to survive because of high
inflation and other reasons. But when the news piece
was shared on the newspaper’s Facebook handle, it
mistakenly used a child’s photo with a quote from the
laborer. The Prothom Alo revised the story and photo
shortly.

Bangladesh: Dhaka University students
protest against elite force RAB, Digital
Security Act
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(az) A group of Dhaka University students have
protested to demand the withdrawal of Bangladesh’s
contentious Digital Security Act and all the cases under
it. The leaders and members of leftist student
organizations also joined the protest.

During the protest, the students demanded justice for
Sultana Jasmine, an employee at a local land office who
was arrested by the country's elite force RAB after a
complaint was filed by a joint secretary. Later on, she
died in RAB custody; police said Jasmine had been
questioned over allegations of fraud.

In light of this, the protesting students accused the
ruling Awami League party of using the DSA to protect
the criminals in the country for their own interest. They
also criticized both the ruling party and the opposition
party for using RAB for their own purposes. [The Daily
Star]

Bangladesh: 800 opposition party
members sued in Khulna

(az) On April 8, Bangladesh’s main opposition party
BNP in Khulna organized a sit-in program protesting
the increasing gas, electricity, and food prices. During
the program, clashes erupted between BNP activists
and police in the area, resulting in 800 party members
being sued. The clash intensified as police started firing
tear shells and rubber bullets at the activists that
allegedly injured around 20 BNP leaders and activists.
[Dhaka Tribune]

India: Ruling BJP will win more than 300
seats in 2024 parliamentary elections,
home minister says

(Im) India's home minister on April 11 said the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will win more than 300
seats in the 545-member lower house of parliament in
next year's general election and return to power for
the third consecutive term with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the helm. Addressing a rally in
Assam, Amit Shah exuded confidence that the BJP will
win 12 out of the 14 parliamentary seats in the
northeastern state. [The Hindu]

India: New data protection law to be
tabled in Parliament in July, central
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government tells Supreme Court

(Im) India’s central government informed the Supreme
Court on April 11 that a new law to enforce individual
privacy in the online space is “ready” and will be tabled
during Parliament's Monsoon Session in July. [The
Hindu]

The so-called Digital Personal Data Protection Bill is the
latest attempt by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led
government to enact India’s first data privacy law, after
a previous version, introduced in parliamentin
December 2019, was dropped in August 2022.

A revised version of the data protection bill was
released last November for public consultation;
already, opposition lawmakers, technology companies,
and advocacy groups have claimed that the current
draft fails to address their key concerns, including not
providing adequate protections for children.

India: Central government accused of
rewriting history after edits to schoolbook

(Im) The Indian government has been accused of
rewriting history to fit its Hindu nationalist agenda
after new editions of political science and history
textbooks were published by the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) - some of
which were introduced quietly and without the usual
public notifications. The amendments were described
as measures to “streamline” the curriculum and reduce
the workload of students after the COVID-19
pandemic.

Among the changes was the softened mention of
Nathuram Godse, a Hindu nationalist who killed India’s
famous freedom fighter Gandhi in 1948. The amended
textbooks also removed reference to the ban faced by
the militant Hindu organization Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh - seen as the ideological
progenitor of the ruling BJP - after Gandhi's
assassination.

Furthermore, multiple references to the religious
Gujarat riots have also been purged from textbooks by
NCERT. The riots, which took place in 2002, are a
particularly sensitive topic for Prime Minister Modi,
who was chief minister of Gujarat at the time and was
accused of being complicit in the violence. A BBC
documentary exploring Modi's role in the riots was
recently banned by the government [see AiR No. 4,
January/2023, 4].
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The textbooks were also revised to remove chapters
on the history of the Mughals, the Muslim rulers who
controlled much of India between the 16th and 19th
centuries.[The Guardian] [The Straits Times] [The
Indian Express]

Maldives: Foreign affairs minister meets
with members of human rights
commission

(Im) Maldives Foreign Affairs Minister Abdulla Shahid
on April 10 met with the President and the Members of
the country’s Human Rights Commission. During the
meeting, the Commission’s President, Mariyam Muna,
briefed Shahid on the work undertaken over the past
three years to improve the human rights situation in
the South Asian nation. Furthermore, discussions were
held on the importance of promoting and protecting
human rights at home and agreed to work closely
together to effectively address shared interests and
goals internationally. [raajje]

Nepal: Leaders of three major parties
agree to ensure transitional justice bill is
just, fair, acceptable for all

(Im) The top leaders of Nepal's three major political
parties have agreed to ensure that a bill to amend the
country’s transitional justice legislation is just and
acceptable for all sides. Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal, Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba
and Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) (CPN (UML)) Chairman KP Sharma Oli, among
other leaders, were present at the meeting. [The
Kathmandu Post 1]

Transitional justice is a major component of the
Comprehensive Peace Accord that ended the conflict
between Maoist armed groups and the government in
2006. However, successive governments, which have
been led in turn by all the major political parties, have
blocked efforts at truth and justice, instead blaming
each other for the delay in concluding the process. In
light of this, amendments to the relevant laws have not
been made while the two commissions created to
provide justice to the Moaist insurgency victims remain
largely ineffective.

Against this backdrop, in the so-called “Common
Minimum Programme” unveiled on April 4, Prime
Minister Dahal's ten-party ruling coalition pledged to
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take the ongoing peace process to its logical
conclusion within two years. [The Kathmandu Post 2]

However, the ruling alliance and the CPN (UML) are at
odds over the parliamentary endorsement process of
the bill for the Amendment of the Investigation of
Enforced Disappeared Persons, Truth and
Reconciliation Commission Act (2014), which was
presented to parliament on March 19.

The ruling alliance has been trying to convince
opposition parties to pass the transitional justice bill
through a fast-track process from the full House, but
opposition lawmakers are insisting that the bill must
be sent to the related thematic committee to discuss
some of the disputed provisions there thoroughly.
However, Nepal's Parliament is yet to form its thematic
committee - nearly half a year after general elections
were held in November last year.

Pakistan: Supreme Court orders Punjab
election on May 14; Parliament passes
motion to reject order

(Im) Pakistan has entered a constitutional deadlock
after the Supreme Court on April 4 rejected a decision
by the country’'s Election Commission to delay elections
in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces,
describing it as unconstitutional. But the federal
cabinet headed by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
rejected the apex court's decision, and on April 6
lawmakers passed a motion against it in Parliament.

The Punjab assembly was controlled by Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, and in January he
ordered the legislature dissolved early to put more
pressure on the federal government [see AiR No. 3,
January/2023, 3]. Under the constitution, elections
must happen within 90 days after an assembly is
dissolved. Hence, Khan apparently calculated that the
cash-strapped government would have no choice but
to hold nationwide polls simultaneously.

But national and provincial elections typically happen
at the same time in Pakistan, and thus, the
government refused to provide funding and security
for the polls, citing economic stress and the rising
threat of terrorism. In light of this, the Election
Commission decided to delay the assembly polls until
mid-October, when national elections are due.

This prompted Khan's PTI party to ask the Supreme
Court to intervene. Initially, a five-member bench was
hearing the case, but two judges recused themselves -
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ostensibly due to differences with Chief Justice Bandial.
Meanwhile, placing itself in direct conflict with Bandial,
the government introduced a bill that would
significantly curtail the powers of the chief justice to
take suo moto notice and to form benches of his
choice. The bill sailed through Parliament and is
currently awaiting presidential assent before it
becomes law [see AIR No. 14, April/2023, 1].

Last week’s ruling was expected, as it echoed a
previous ruling on March 1 [see AR No. 10,
March/2023, 1]. But while the apex court rescheduled
elections in Punjab for May 14, it did not set a new
date for the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa elections but called
for a new petition, which PTl leaders plan to file. The
court also ordered the government to release USD
73.4 million by April 10 for the elections and the
Election Commission was asked to submit a report on
available funds on April 11. [Al Jazeera]

The government's reaction to the Supreme Court
ruling was swift, with some senior ruling-party leaders
decrying it as a conspiracy hatched by pro-Khan
justices. The governing coalition argues the decision is
illegitimate because the verdict was reached by only
three judges after six others recused themselves. The
day before the ruling, Pakistani Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari suggested his party wouldn't
accept a decision by a smaller bench, even_warning
that martial law could be declared if a larger group of
judges didn't issue the ruling. [Hindustan Times] [Voice
of America]

On April 6, then, Pakistan’'s National Assembly passed a
resolution that rejects the Supreme Court ruling on the
provincial elections by a three-member panel and
demands a full court panel consisting of all judges hear
the case. [Reuters]

Pakistan: New military operation against
Islamist militants announced: terrorist
commander arrested

(Im) Pakistan’s National Security Committee (NSC),
chaired by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, announced
on April 7 plans to launch an “all-out comprehensive”
operation to root out the threat of terrorism in the
country. The NSC also noted that a high-level
committee had been convened that would recommend
how to move forward with the operation. [Al Jazeera]
[The Straits Times]

Attendees of the NSC meeting last week included the
foreign affairs minister, interior minister, finance
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minister, and information minister, as well as
provincial chief ministers, the chair of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Committee, the service chiefs of the army,
navy, and air force, and the director general of Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI). [The Jerusalem Post]

The meeting was held after the ISI's announcement of
the arrest of terrorist commander Gulzar Imam, also
known as Shambay. Imam was the founder and
commander of the Baloch Nationalist Army (BNA), a
separatist group that was formed in the merger of two
other armed groups - the Baloch Republican Army and
the United Baloch Army - and that has claimed
responsibility for multiple acts of terrorism. Imam is
believed to have been arrested in September 2022, but
his arrest was unconfirmed until last week. [Radio Free
Europe]

The last time Pakistan launched an all-out operation
against armed groups was in 2014, and it cost the
country billions of dollars and resulted in more than a
million people being displaced and hundreds being
killed. But the country has recently seen a rise in
attacks on its security forces by the Pakistan Taliban,
known by its acronym TTP, after it unilaterally ended a
ceasefire agreement with the government in
November last year [see AR No. 49, December/2022,
1]. This year, the group and its factions have unleashed
a wave of attacks including a suicide bombing at a
mosque in the northwestern city of Peshawar that
killed more than 100 people, mostly policemen [see
AiR No. 5, January/2023, 5].

On April 8, a roadside bomb blast blew up a military
vehicle in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, killing two
soldiers and wounding four others. The TTP claimed
responsibility for the deadly bombing. [Voice of
Americal

Sri Lanka: Presidential election possible
later next year, former election
commission chairman says

(ns) The former chairman of Sri Lanka’s election
commission told a local media outlet on April 4 that a
presidential election can only be conducted starting
from the second half of 2024, when incumbent
President Ranil Wickremesinghe has completed his
first term in office.

Lawmakers elected Wickremesinghe - a six-time
former prime minister and key alley of former
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa - as President in July last
year after his predecessor fled the country amid
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escalating protests over an ongoing economic crisis
[see AIR No. 29, July/2022, 3]. However, considering
that some legal bodies argue that even the succeeding
President has the authority to declare a presidential
election after four years, it has been recommended
that the Supreme Court should clarify the correct
interpretation of the case. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Chief opposition whip criticizes
government for failure to genuinely
deliver on IMF conditions

(ns) On April 5, Chief Opposition Whip and Samagi Jana
Balawegaya (S)B) party lawmaker Lakshman Kiriella
told Sri Lanka's Parliament that the government had
failed to uphold the rule of law as prescribed under a
bailout package of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) more than 6 times within the last few months.

The SJB lawmaker recalled multiple incidents, including
blocking funds for the local polls, police brutality,
harassment of the media sector, and a disregard for a
Supreme Court order. He also raised concerns over the
State Minister asking for potential solutions from the
opposition and urged the government to be
restructured for causing the crisis in Sri Lanka in the
first place. The opposition MP also announced that his
party plans to submit a report on the legal violations
prompted by authorities to the IMF delegation
scheduled to visit the Island State next month. [The
Island]
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Cambodia: Council of Ministers publishes
a report on the outcomes of the Plenary
Session

(ns) On April 7, Cambodia held the Plenary Session of
the Council of Ministers in the Peace Palace in Phnom
Penh. Cambodian Prime Minister Samdech Hun Sen
chaired the event to discuss various upcoming
directives with the Council of Ministers. The
established plans concern the National Road Safety
Action Plan 2021-2030, the development of 70 MW
Strung Russey Chrum Kandal Hydropower Project in
Mondul Siena District § 100 MW Stung Veal Tumor
Kambot Hydropower Project in Thmar Bang District of
Koh Kong Province. In addition, the officials negotiated
investment options for solar power plants of 60, 80,
and 150 MW in Pursat, Kampong Chnang, and Svay
Rieng provinces accordingly.

Royal Government acknowledged that road traffic
accidents issue persists over time and plans to pay
more attention to the violations of traffic safety
regulations. The new draft of the decade National Road
Safety Action Plan aims to decrease the number of
accidents by 50% in 2030. The plan also proposes
reinforcement of management and risk prevention
measures in road engineering, vehicle safety §
education on safe driving practices. The action plan
also acknowledged a need for a more deliberate first-
aid response.

The authorities announced that the funding of the
power sector projects hosted by the Electricity du
Cambridge (EDC) will be structured in the
construction-operation-transfer (BOT) investment
plan. The concession period in this whole project will
be 40 years for the business, which will take 4
construction periods with a total investment of
approximately USD 447.5 million in the BOT outline.
The Royal Government asked Khmer Electrical Power
Co., Ltd. to prepare a proposal for expenditures. The
outcomes of this project should fix the electricity
source pay rate, reduce the dependence of service
continuity on weather conditions, increase tax
revenue, and benefit the environment.

The Council of Ministers urged the military
departments to strengthen their cooperation in crime
prevention in human trafficking, drug smuggling,
deforestation, and cross-border tax evasion. The
officials also directed finance institutions to take legal
action against people who incite or promote non-
repayment agenda. Counterparts ordered relevant
ministries and departments to start working on an



infrastructure plan for the Cambodia-Lao PDR border
following the last meeting between Hun Sen and the
Lao Prime Minister - where the leaders co-signed the
Treaty on Elimination of the State border. [Office of the
Council of Ministers - Cambodia], [Air No. 8
February/2023, 3]

Cambodian RCAF leader, General Hun
Manet, reassures of upholding the neutral
policy in international conflicts

(ns) Royal Cambodian Armed Forces Commander-in-
Chief, General Hun Manet, reassured on April 2 that
the Kingdom maintains a policy of treating all nations
in a friendly disposition. That means Cambodia will aim
to remain neutral to keep relationships with other
countries positive. He noted that suspicions of
favoritism towards China from Cambodia are faulty,
and even so, the states maintain close ties. General
said that under its current policy, Cambodia is still
keen to preserve its relationship quality with the US
and Japan, regardless of the state of affairs between
these countries.

RCAF Secretary-General says that according to Article
53 of the Constitution, Cambodia maintains the policy
of non-alignment, meaning that it does not align with
any of the states absolutely to preserve diplomatic
relations with all countries. Hence, the Kingdom will
welcome a potential nation, regardless of its
relationship with other states, if a considered state
respects the sovereignty of Cambodia and this policy.
[Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia plans to form an air defense
center near the Ream Naval base

(sn) At the beginning of April, the Cambodian
government disclosed its plans to form an air defense
center near the Ream Naval Base and expand a radar
system at Ream National Park in the Sihanoukville
province. According to the proposal, the Prime Minister
allocated 157 hectares of the area in that land to the
Ministry of National Defence in September 2022,
directing the ministry to develop air force
headquarters and a naval radar system. Royal
Cambodian Armed Forces Commander-in-Chief
recently declared up-keeping of the non-alignment
policy. [Cambodia Daily]
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US and Australia raised questions over the interest of
Cambodia in uniting with China since it funded the
Ream Naval Base renovation project, and Cambodia
conducted naval coordination exercises with its
counterpart in March in Sihanoukville province. The
States also cooperate with the Cambodian defense
forces and were unhappy to recognize that the Prime
Minister prioritized support from China over Western
investment in peace and stability in the region. This
position in the South China Sea would allow better
access for China to the Indonesian Natuna Islands and
its surrounding waters, which the Asian State assumes
to be its “traditional fishing grounds”.

Some analysts suggest that Cambodia uses its ties with
China to enhance defense power in supposition with
its neighbor states - Thailand and Vietnam. Analysts
show that in 2022 China’s soft power in Cambodia
remained less accountable than that of the US or
Japan. The Chinese government did a lot of
infrastructure development in Cambodia, but the last
meeting between the state authorities highlighted a
need to increase the cooperation of communities. Due
to the involvement of some Chinese expats in crime
and labor rights violations reports, data shows that
Cambodian people perceive Chinese immigrants in a
controversial light. [Asia Times], [Air No. 7,
February/2023, 2]

On April 5, Defense Minister Tea Bath disregarded the
critical attitude towards joint Cambodia-China naval
drills and urged the concerned countries to either
initiate support for the Cambodian defense forces or
abstain from judging the Kingdom. He also invited
countries potentially interested in conducting military
exercises with Cambodia to discuss how they can help
the Kingdom in the formation of drills, such as by
providing military supplies. Even so, Cambodia
dismantled US-funded renovation facilities in the Ream
naval base and canceled its scheduled Angkor Sentinel
Exercise with the US forces in 2017. [Cambodianess]
[Air No. 13, March/2023, 4]

Cambodia: King grants Samdech title to a
CPP Deputy Prime Minister, Men Sam An

(sn) On April 8, Cambodian King Norodom Sihamoni
granted the Samdech title to a deputy president of the
ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP), Men Sam An.
Prime Minister Hun Sen released a congratulatory
letter to the nominee, where he praised her
contribution to the liberation of the Kingdom of the Pol
Pot regime in 1979. In turn, all deputy presidents of the
ruling party, including Sam An, the Minister of Interior,
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Senate President, and Defense Minister, carry the title
Samdech. Men Sen An represents Svay Rieng province.
She is the only woman among all the ten deputy prime
ministers and the Minister of National Assembly-
Senate Relations and Inspection. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia: lllegal deforestation persists
despite concerns of local people and
environmentalists

(ns) In late March, Cambodian nature protection
activists and the Prey Lang Community Network found
around 200 trees that were cut in a protected from
deforestation area in Preah Vihear Province of
Cambodia. Prime Minister Hun Sen publicly reassured
of taking action in the encounter of illegal logging in
the Prey Lang Wildlife Sanctuary, which includes the
province mentioned above. State authorities blame
provincial folk for cutting trees, while activists argue
that the officials from the ruling party do so to export
timber to Vietnam. Nature protection agents reported
seeing vehicles with the Macle Logistics (Cambodia) Co
Ltd. logo transporting the cut trees. They suggest that
these operations involve corruption between the
perpetrators, timber traders, and officers at the Prey
Lang checkpoints. [Radio Free Asia]

Indonesia: High court to rule on appeal
against order to delay 2024 elections

(Im) An Indonesian court was due on April 11 to decide
an appeal by the country’s election commission (KPU)
against a contentious lower court order to delay
presidential and general elections - scheduled to take
place in February 2024 - by two and a half years. [The
Straits Times]

The March 2 ruling by the Central Jakarta district court
stunned politicians in Indonesia, after it ordered all
election activities be stopped because of a complaint
by an obscure party whose application to contest the
elections was denied. Many legal experts said the court
overstepped its jurisdiction when deciding to delay two
elections to accommodate a fringe political party, and
the KPU said it would forge ahead with organizing,
defying the court's ruling. [AIR No. 10, March/2023, 1]

The delaying of the polls has also stirred an older
debate on whether President Joko Widodo should be
allowed to stay in power longer than the maximum
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two five-year terms permitted by the constitution, as
some of his allies have advocated for.

Notably however, another political party last week filed
a similar lawsuit at the same district court against the
commission over its election procedures and is also
seeking a delay in the vote.

Indonesia: New Zealand pilot’s kidnappers
tell authorities to negotiate

(fb/Im) Separatists in Indonesia's Papua province who
took a New Zealand pilot hostage in February have told
authorities to stop searching for him, and to start
negotiating. They also denied reports that the group
was prepared to drop a demand for the Indonesian
government to recognise Papuan independence
before they could consider freeing him. [BBC]

In the past, Papuan separatists demanding sovereignty
from Indonesia have threatened and even destroyed
planes they thought were transporting men and
supplies for Jakarta. Indigenous Papuans frequently
engage in conflict with Indonesian authorities, and
since 2018, pro-independence fighters have increased
the frequency of their assaults.

UN Human Rights Council issues report on
Indonesia

(fb) The United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council
endorsed on March 27 the report produced by the
Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review (UPR),
a unique process through which all UN member states
are provided the opportunity to review the human
rights records of all other member states.

This cycle marked the fourth time Indonesia has been
reviewed since the UPR became mandatory for all
countries in 2006. In its latest report, the Working
Group on the UPR offered 269 recommendations
about Indonesia's human rights records, specifically in
regards to bolstering the legal system and compliance
with international human rights legislation, as well as
the rights of women, children, and minority groups.
[UN Human Rights Council]

Even though the Indonesian administration vowed to
the UN last month that it would do all in its power to
improve the country's human rights situation, not
much has changed since then. According to reports
from Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch,
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the government keeps continuing to trample on
Indonesians' fundamental civil and political rights, such
as political dissidents, women, minorities, and
protestors. [Asia Times]

Malaysia: Jana Wibawa projects
amounting USD 1.36 billion to be canceled

(Idm) USD 1.36 billion worth of projects awarded to
Jana Wibawa Programme contractors by the ministry
of rural and regional development have been canceled.
The tenders will be re-tendered according to Deputy
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi. The
decision was made by the ministry of finance due to
disruptions in implementation, but Zahid Hamidi
assured that the projects would be completed within
the specified period if ethics and regulations were
followed. [EMT] [Malay Mail] [MalaysiaNow] [Mkini]
[The Malaysian Reserve]

The Jawa Wibawa programme was introduced by
former Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin's government
in November 2020 as a COVID-19 stimulus initiative to
aid Bumiputera contractors. Following reports that
indicated that his party, the Malaysian United
Indigenous Party (Bersatu), had received contributions
of over USD 68 million from contractors associated
with Jana Wibawa projects, the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission froze Bersatu's accounts [see
AiR No.6, February/2023, 1]. The rural and regional
development ministry halted the project [see AR No.9,
February/2023, 4] shortly before Muhyiddin himself
was charged for six counts of corruption in court [see
AiR No. 11, March/2023, 2].

Malaysia: USD 794,000 to be allocated for
community empowerment initiatives in
public housing

(Idm) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has
allocated USD 794,000 to the "Kita Untuk Kita" (K2K)
program aimed at empowering communities in public
housing projects in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor. The
allocation is expected to benefit 50,000 public housing
project residents through the program, which includes
about 12 housing projects that are identified as
problematic. The local government is to speed up the
process for implementation through limited tenders.
[EMT] [NST] [The Star]
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Malaysia: New special police task force
investigates seven cases related to
royalty, race and religion

(Idm) Seven investigation papers were opened from
March 27 to April 6, involving insults to religion, race
and royal institutions. Two individuals have been
arrested in connection with insult cases while one
person is still being tracked. This development follows
the establishment of a special task force by the Royal
Malaysian Police led by the director of the Criminal
Investigation Department to investigate cases involving
insults to religion, race and the royal institution. The
team aims to ensure immediate investigation and
submission of investigation papers to the Attorney
General's Chambers within seven days. [Malay Mail]
[MKini] [NST]

Malaysia: Gazetting of KL Structure Plan
2040 postponed

(Idm) The delay in gazetting the Kuala Lumpur
Structure Plan 2040 (PSKL 2040) will give Kuala Lumpur
City Hall (DBKL) time to gather and respond to public
feedback on the plan, according to Communications
and Digital Minister Fahmi Fadzil. As PSKL 2040 is a
framework for strategic spatial planning and
development of Kuala Lumpur for the next two
decades, it is important for the voices of various
parties, including residents' associations and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), to be considered
in order to ensure sustainable development and
humane treatment of communities. DBKL has been
criticized by residents' associations and NGOs for
failing to respond to their views on the plan. [MKini]
[NST]

Malaysia: Prime Minister Anwar part of
panel to decide ex-Premier Najib’s fate as
UMNO seeks royal pardon

(Im) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim will be
part of the Pardons Board panel to decide on former
premier Najib Razak's request for a royal pardon.
[South China Morning Post]

In July 2020, Najib was sent to jail for 12 years for
misappropriating USD 6.1 million in funds from a
former unit of scandal-hit state investment vehicle
1MDB. Last month, then, Malaysia's top court refused
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to review its 2022 decision to uphold Najib’s conviction,
saying he was “the author of his own misfortune.”
Crucially, however, the chief judge of Sabah and
Sarawak in his dissenting view said Najib was not given
effective legal representation during his last appeal
before the federal court.

The latest ruling meant that Najib would have
exhausted all legal avenues to set aside his conviction
and would thus have to continue his 12-year jail
sentence. But his lawyers say that the sole dissenting
opinion from the apex court bench provides strong
grounds for the former prime minister to seek a
pardon from the king - the only way he can get out of
jail without completing his term.

In light of this, the Supreme Council of the United
Malays National Organisation (UMNO) - a partner in
Prime Minister Anwar’s ruling coalition and Najib's
party - announced it would seek an audience with the
king to present a memorandum urging Najib to be
pardoned.

Under Malaysia's federal constitution, the nine
members of the so-called Conference of Rulers and the
governors in states that do not have royal families
have the power to grant “pardons, reprieves and
respites” for anyone convicted of a crime in their
respective jurisdictions. As Najib's final appeal was
heard in the administrative capital of Putrajaya, which
is a federal territory, his plea for a pardon will go
before the constitutional monarch - a unique post held
by each of the nine rulers in five-year turns. [The Star]

Once an application for a pardon is submitted, it will
then be deliberated by a Pardons Board chaired by the
king and include the attorney general, the chief
minister, or the Federal Territories minister, and no
more than three members appointed by the king.
Crucially, in December last year, the Federal Territories
Ministry was restructured into a department under the
Prime Minister's Department, and Anwar did not
announce a federal territories minister when he
unveiled his Cabinet last December [see AiR No. 49,
December/2022, 1].

The federal constitution does not provide for a time
frame for when a pardon application should be heard
or when a decision should be made. But it is clear that
the final decision to grant a pardon rests with the king.

Malaysia: Deputy Prime Minister seeks to
have graft charges dropped, trial
postponed
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(Im) Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister Zahid Hamidi
has sent a representation letter to the Attorney-
General's Chambers to ask that his trial, which was
supposed to resume on April 10, be postponed
because of “new facts and evidence” in the case. The
prosecution did not object to the postponement. [The
Straits Times]

Zahid, who heads the second-largest bloc in Prime
Minister Anwar’s unity government, the Barisan
Nasional alliance, faces 47 graft charges in relation to
his charity foundation. Last September, a high court
acquitted Zahid of 40 bribery charges linked to a visa
scheme, saying the prosecution had failed to provide
enough evidence.

Malaysia: ‘I'll show proof’, says Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar after being accused
of slander by Mahathir

(Im) Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim said on
April 7 he will furnish evidence to back his claim that
his predecessor, Mahathir Mohamad, had used his
position to enrich himself and his family. [The Straits
Times]

In a speech at his People's Justice Party's congress on
March 18, Anwar in a thinly-veiled reference said that
someone “who had been in power for 22 years and
[later] an additional 22 months” had used their
position to enrich his family and himself. Mahathir,
served as premier twice - from 1981 to 2003, and from
2018 to 2020 - and resigned both times. He lost his
parliamentary seat of Langkawi in the 2022 General
Election.

In light of this thinly-veiled reference, Mahathir sent a
legal letter dated March 27 to Anwar to retract his
“slanderous” claims within seven days or face legal
action. The former premier subsequently agreed to an
extension until April 17 following a request from
Anwar’s legal team.

Myanmar: Authorities jail Christian pastor
for six years on Good Friday

(Im) A court in Myanmar jailed a high-profile Christian
pastor, Hkalam Samson, for six years on April 7. The
pastor was given three years on anti-terrorism charges
for meeting a senior member of the National Unity
Government - a Burmese government in exile. The
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court jailed him for another two years for unlawful
association for visiting a rebel-held town near the
Chinese border, and one year for breaching a law
against undermining the military authorities, over a
speech he gave. [The Straits Times]

Pastor Samson, the former head of the Kachin Baptist
Convention, met then US president Donald Trump at
the White House in 2019 as part of a multinational
delegation highlighting religious persecution.

Myanmar: 63 political parties to contest
next election

(ih/lm) 63 political parties have reregistered under the
new law on registration of political parties enacted by
Myanmar’s military-controlled government earlier this
year in preparation of general elections promised by
August. Out of these, 12 political parties are preparing
to contest nationwide, while the rest will contest their
respective regions and states. [The Irrawaddy]

The parties that are likely to contest national elections
include the military's proxy Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP), the National Unity Party
(NUP), Union Democracy Party (UDP), Public Contribute
Students Party (PCSP), People's Party (PP), Shan and
Ethnic Democratic Party (SEDP), Democratic Party of
National Politics (DNP), People's Pioneer Party (PPP),
Myanmar Farmers Development Party (MFDP), Union
Peace and Unity Party (UPUP), National Interests
Development Party and National Democratic Force
(NDF).

In addition, at least thirty of the 63 parties registered
with the junta-controlled Union Election Commission
(UEQ) are ethnic parties, and with the exception of the
Shan and Ethnic Democratic Party (SEDP) will contest
elections in their own states.

The electoral law, which replaced legislation from
2010, sets minimum funding and membership levels
for parties participating in the elections. It also bans
participation by parties or candidates deemed to have
links to individuals or organizations “designated as
committing terror acts” or seen as “unlawful”. The so-
called Political Parties Registration Law has resulted in
the disbanding of 40 political parties, including the
National League for Democracy (NLD) and the Shan
Nationalities League for Democracy, for not re-
registering under the new law. [AiR No. 5,
January/2023, 5]
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Myanmar: Military junta increases
defense budget by a third for upcoming
fiscal year

(ih) Myanmar's military junta chief, Min Aung Hlaing,
has approved a military budget of over USD 2.7 billion
for the 2023-24 fiscal year, up from last year's USD 1.76
billion, promising to crush the resistance movement
during his Armed Forces Day speech.

The overall budget for the junta is nearly USD 9.5
billion, with education having a budget of USD 950
million and health just over USD 380 million. Regular
power cuts have resulted in over USD 320 million being
allocated for electricity, with over USD 520 million
being spent outside the budget to supply electricity to
Yangon.

The regime is engaged in fierce fighting in Karen State
on the Thai border, with Min Aung Hlaing vowing to
crush the civilian National Unity Government and allied
resistance groups and ethnic armed organizations.
[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: NUG denounces handover of
resistance members to junta ally by Thai
government

(in) Thai authorities have handed over three detainees
from the well-known Burmese resistant group Lion
Battalion Commando Column. Myanmar's civilian
National Unity Government (NUG) has criticised the
move as a violation of international police procedures,
s it threatens the safety of the three men who were
seeking refuge in Thailand.

The resistance members were arrested in Mae Sot
while seeking medical treatment and were handed
over to the junta-allied Border Guard Force in Karen
State on April 4. Witnesses claim that two detainees
were shot by BGF forces while attempting to escape,
and the fate of the three remains unknown. [The
[rrawaddy]

Singapore: Preparations for upcoming
leadership transition going ‘as well as
they can’, minister says

(sfa/lm) In an exclusive interview with the South China
Morning Post Singapore’'s Law and Home Affairs
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Minister K Shanmugam on April 8 said that
preparations for all members of the country’s ruling
People’s Action Party (PRP) fourth-generation (4G)
leadership team have been done “as well as they can”.
Shanmugam also noted that what sets Singapore's
leaders apart from their counterparts in many other
countries is the "degree of training" they go through
before moving up the ranks. [South China Morning
Post 1] [South China Morning Post 2]

Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong in April last
year was chosen to lead the 19-member 4G leadership
team, a decision that was then unanimously endorsed
first by the Cabinet, including Prime Minister Lee and
the Senior Ministers, then all PAP lawmakers [see AIR
No. 16, April/2022, 3]. However, the timing of the
leadership handover has not been set, with Wong
saying in September last year that he will take over the
mantle of leadership from Prime Minister Lee at a time
when both he and the rest of the 4G team are “ready
for it".

Singapore: President urges parliament to
review government’s approach to
education, work and meritocracy

(sfa) Delivering the President’'s Address marking the
start of a new session of parliament, Singapore
President Halimah Yacob on April 10 reminded
lawmakers that the country must not allow advantages
and privileges to become entrenched and persistent
over generations.

She highlighted several areas in which the city-state
can achieve a broader and more open meritocracy.
One of which is improving social nets to help
Singaporeans cope with unexpected or sudden
changes in their lives. Other areas mentioned were
transforming Singapore’s urban landscape to be more
people-friendly to Singaporeans. [Channel News Asia]

Singapore: Council of Bars and Law
Societies of Europe petitions president to
revoke suspension of M Ravi

(Im) The Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe
(CCBE), which represents the bars and law societies of
46 countries, and through them, more than 1 million
European lawyers, has written to Singapore’s President
Halimah Yacob to express its concerns over the
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suspension of human rights lawyer Ravi Madasamy (M
Ravi). [CCBE]

Ravi, a prominent human rights lawyer defending
death-row convicts in the city-state, was suspended for
five years on March 21 for making "grave and baseless
accusations of improper conduct" against the
Attorney-General. He had told an online publication in
2020 that the public prosecutor had been “overzealous
in his prosecution”, after he helped a Malaysian drug
convict escape the death penalty on review. The five-
year suspension is the maximum allowable sanction
for a lawyer's misconduct.

Thailand: Supreme Administrative Court
rejects petitions contesting constituency
map

(aj) Thailand’s Supreme Administrative Court - the
country’s highest court on grievances against state
agencies - ruled in favor of the Election Commission
(EC)'s constituency map used for the upcoming May
general elections, stating that the EC has full discretion
in deciding how the constituencies are formed.
[Bangkok Post]

Members from three political parties - Chartpattanakla
Party, Pheu Thai Party, and Democrat Party - had
petitioned the court to invalidate the EC's
announcement in mid-March concerning the approach
it has adopted in rearranging the election
constituencies in Bangkok, Sakon Nakhon and
Sukhothai, in particular [see AR No. 13, March/2023,
4]. The complainants stated that these constituencies
have either far more or far less than the official
162,766 Thais-per-lawmaker allocation, making these
constituencies unrepresented or overrepresented by
the MP.

The EC, however, argued that the constituencies are
within 10 percent of the Thai to MP ratio, which the
Supreme Administrative Court last week found to be
reasonable.

Thailand: Government plans to alleviate
farmers’ debt

(aj) Several Thai governments are being called in to
resolve the debt crisis facing Thai farmers. To get a full
picture on farm debts, government agencies are first
collecting information on farmers' assets and loans,
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the type of agricultural work they do, and their
vulnerability to natural disasters.

Among the fourteen agencies involved in the effort are
the Department of Agriculture, Bank of Thailand,
Cooperative Promotion Department, and the Bank for
Agriculture. This database will be handled by the Bank
of Thailand, under the Bank’s Office of the Personal
Data Protection Commission. [National News Bureau
of Thailand]

Thailand: Upcoming election
fundamentally flawed, over 50
international and local civil society groups
say

(aj/Im) Thailand's general election scheduled for May
14 will be held under political, constitutional and legal
frameworks that makes a free and fair election
impossible, over 50 Thai and international human
rights and civil groups said in a letter to 25 countries
on April 6, urging them to raise concerns with Thai
officials. This marks the latest incidence that observers
- such as political parties and academics - have voiced
their doubts on the democratic integrity of the
upcoming polls [see AR No. 11, March/2023, 2].
[Human Rights Watch]

The signatories express concern over the fact that the
constitution - drafted by the military junta (NCPO)
which ruled the country from 2014 to the 2019 general
election - provided the NCPO with the power to choose
members of Thailand's Election Commission and
Constitutional Court, the two main mechanisms that
respectively regulate and legitimize elections.

The letter also addresses the role of the 250-member
upper house of Parliament, the NCPO-appointed
Senate, in the election of a new prime minister by the
so-called National Assembly of Thailand (NAT), which
has a total of 750 seats. Any political party affiliated
with the military establishment will only need to obtain
126 of the 500 seats in Parliament's lower house to join
the 250 senators to form a government and select a
prime minister. By contract, non-military political
parties will need to secure almost three times as many
votes - 376 seats of the 500 democratically contested
seats - to form a government.

In addition to these structural issues, the signatories
also put emphasis on Thailand's political atmosphere,
which they claim remains steeped in intimidation and
censorship. According to the letter, authorities since
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2020 have criminally charged over 1,800 pro-
democracy activists, critics, and opposition supporters.

Thailand: Parties nominate prime
ministerial candidates for upcoming
election

(aj) Each of Thailand's political parties have announced
their choices for prime minister, with three being the
maximum number of nominees per party. Political
analysts say parties are largely divided into two sides:
those who support the military-royalist establishment
and those that oppose it.

Pheu Thai Party

The main opposition Pheu Thai Party (PTP) maxed out
its three prime ministerial candidate slots. One of the
candidates is Paetongtarn ‘Ung-Ing’' Shinawatra, the
latest member of the influential Shinawatra family -
after her father Thaksin and aunt Yingluck - to run to
become Thailand’s next leader. Although political
analysts acknowledge Ung-Ing's charisma and political
capabilities, her appeal lies more in being a symbol of
the political Shinawatra dynasty. [CNN] [The Guardian]

Srettha Thavisin, real estate tycoon and former CEO of
Sansiri, was added to the PTP's list of premier
candidates to counter concerns about Ung-Ing's young
age at 36, some experts say. Srettha is popular with
Thailand's business community and has been
acknowledged by political rivals, including Prime
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha, for his acumen in
economics.

Pheu Thai's third candidate is Chaikasem Nitisiri, the
party's chief strategist and list-MP. Chaikasem was one
of PTP's three premier candidates in the previous 2019
elections and is a long-time PTP member, serving as
the Minister of Justice in the 2013 Yingluck
government. He was admitted to hospital on April 8
while on the campaign trail in the northern province of
Nan. [Bangkok Post]

Move Forward Party

The reformist opposition Move Forward Party (MFP)
nominated only one name for premiership: Pita
Limjaroenrat. MFP is the successor of the Future
Forward Party (FFP) that won the 2019 election. The
court-ordered dissolution of FFP in 2020 engendered
the student-led protests for democracy in Thailand
from 2020-2021. MFP primarily appeals to younger
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voters and is the only party that publicly includes a
commitment to repudiate the royal defamation law.

United Thai Nation Party

Prime Minister Prayuth is running for re-election,
representing the conservative United Thai Nation Party
(UTNP). UTNP's second choice is party leader Pirapan
Salirathavibhaga. Prayuth voiced his confidence in
Pirapan, expressing that he would like to eventually
see the party leader as PM following, if successful,
Prayuth'’s re-election.

Palang Pracharath Party

The ruling Palang Pracharath Party named deputy
prime minister and party leader Prawit Wongsuwan as
their choice for premiership. Other candidates for PM
include Anutin Charnvirakul for Bhumjaithai Party (BJT),
known as Thailand's health minister during the height
of the pandemic and for his tough stance on cannabis,
and Jurin Laksanawasit for the Democrat Party, a
deputy prime minister that has experience as a cabinet
member in three different administrations. [Bangkok
Post] [Bangkok Post 2] [Reuters] [South China Morning
Post] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Registration for MP candidates
conclude; premier nominees not running
for parliament

(aj) Registration for both party-list and constituency
nominees for Thailand's 500-seat House of
Representatives, the lower legislative body, concluded
on April 7 in accordance with the election schedule
prepared by Thailand's Election Commission (EC). It is
worth noting that most of the candidates for
premiership are not contesting for seats in the house.

Parties submitted a list of their candidates for the
country’s 400 constituencies and 100 party-list
nominees, but not all parties completely filled each list,
especially for constituencies. Each candidate will
undergo a background check by the EC. A week after
MP registration, the EC will publish the official list of
constituency and party MP nominees. Thai voters have
two votes, one for a constituency MP and another for a
party-list MP.

In terms of candidates for constituencies, the Move
Forward Party, Pheu Thai Party, and Palang
Pracharatch Party, submitted 392 candidates each.
Following these three parties was the United Thai
Nation Party (386), Bhumijaithai Party (378), Seri Ruam
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Thai (377), and Thai Sang Thai (325). Nine other parties
varied in fielding fifteen to 200 candidates each while
43 other parties listed ten or fewer nominees.

In contrast to constituency MPs who represent a
particular administrative area in Thailand, party-list
MPs often reflect member seniority. According to a
party source, this ranking can determine the
candidate’s chances of taking a seat in the house with
senior members usually taking the top fifteen spots.

However, not all names for premiership are running
for a seat in the house as a list-MP or constituency MP.
For example, Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha and
Paetongtarn Shinawatra are not on the MP candidate
lists of their respective parties, the United Thai Nation
Party and Pheu Thai Party. Notably, PPRP leader Prawit
Wongsuwon is the first name on his party's MP
candidate list. Prime ministerial candidates are not
required to be an MP to be in the running for premier
and are directly elected by both Thailand's upper
house and lower house. [Bangkok Post] [Bangkok Post
2]

Thailand: Ruling PPRP denies rumors of
post-election alliance with main
opposition Pheu Thai Party

(Im) The Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), the leading
party in Thailand's ruling coalition government, has
dismissed the possibility of a political alliance with the
country’s main opposition Pheu Thai Party (PTP)
following the upcoming general election on May 14.
Speaking to reporters on April 10, PPRP deputy leader
Paiboon Nititawan said his party had found several of
the PTP's policies “unacceptable. [Bangkok Post]

Previously, the rumor mill went into overdrive about a
secret deal between the two parties, under which
they'd form a coalition government and nominate
Deputy Prime Minister and PPRP leader Prawit
Wongsuwon as the next prime minister after the
general election. Notably, among those who
contributed to these rumors was Thammanat
Prompow, a former PPRP secretary-general who is
often referred to as Prawit’s lieutenant, who in
February said that nothing is certain in politics and
what appears impossible can be possible.

Thailand: Election Commission apologizes
for glitch in voter registry; over 2 million
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register to vote early

(Im) Thailand's Election Commission has apologized
after the online advance voter registration system for
the country’'s upcoming national election crashed on
April 9, the last day for registration. However, the
Commission stopped short of clarifying if it plans to
extend the registration period because of the glitch,
which left many unable to secure their advance voting
rights [Bangkok Post]

Between March 25 and April 9, 2,153,450 people have
successfully registered for advance voting - 111,069 of
whom are planning to cast their ballots overseas. The
advance vote will take place on May 7, one week
before the election. [The Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Voting results will be known five
hours after the poll closes, says Election
Commission

(aj) The secretary-general of Thailand's Election
Commission (EC) announced that the unofficial vote
count will be known by 10 p.m. on the day of the May
14 election, five hours after polling venues are set to
close at 5 in the evening.

This announcement was made at a workshop
organized by the EC to discuss media coverage and
poll information dissemination of the upcoming
election with Thai news outlets. The Thai public can
only learn about election results through the media,
not the government, which has access to the EC's data
on votes. [Bangkok Post]

This announcement by Sawaeng follows the EC's
decision in late February to scrap real-time votes,
elaborating that this vote notification schedule allows
the EC to be more accurate counting the votes. [AIR
No. 9, February/2023, 4]

Thailand: Corruption watchdog Srisuwan
urges probe into Pheu Thai Party
‘giveaway’

(Im) A well-known corruption watchdog, Srisuwan
Chanya, petitioned on April 10 Thailand's Election
Commission (EC) to determine whether a policy by the
main opposition Pheu Thai Party of giving away nearly
USD 300 in “digital money” to everyone aged 16 or
above violated election laws. [Bangkok Post]
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Srisuwan, Secretary-General of the “Association to
Protect the Thai Constitution,” said the policy may
violate Section 73 of the law governing the elections of
lawmakers, which prohibits poll candidates or other
figures to promise to give voters assets, money or
benefits as well as giving misleading information about
policies. According to Srisuwan, the Pheu Thai Party
failed to inform voters that the “digital money” pledge
is subject to taxation.

The EC previously ordered the party to clarify how
much money will be needed for the policy and where it
will come from, which is also required by the law on
political parties.

Thailand: Activist-turned monk who
skipped military conscription could face
court trial

(Im) An activist-turned monk who refused to report to
Thailand’s mandatory military conscription over his
determination to oppose a forced draft could face a
court trial and possible compulsory drafting into the
armed forces without the benefit of drawing a ballot.
[Bangkok Post]

Within the next month, the young man'’s district office
will call him in for questioning about his absence. If the
district office finds that nothing prevented him from
reporting, the matter would be referred to police and
public prosecutors for legal action, which would
include a court trial. If found guilty of evading
conscription, the man will be drafted next year without
participating in a lottery for the military draft.

Under Thailand's 1954 Military Service Act, when men
reach the age of 21, they become eligible for
conscription. If they don't volunteer, they must
participate in a lottery that takes place each April.
Every year, about 100,000 personnel are recruited.

Thailand: Asylum-seekers from Chinese
church deported

(aj/Im) A group of 63 self-exiled asylum-seekers from
the Shenzhen Holy Reformed Church, an overseas
Chinese Christian church, have been deported from
Thailand and recently arrived in the United States to
seek permanent asylum [see AiR No. 14, April/2023, 1].
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In the face of the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP)
increasingly intolerant stance on religious
organizations unaffiliated with the party, the
independent church group was under pressure to flee
the country, making their way to South Korea in 2019.
Being denied by South Korea led the Chinese
immigrants to seek shelter in Thailand last year. They
were arrested on March 30 in Pattaya, Thailand's
beachside city, by local police for overstaying their
visas.

Multiple agencies were involved in deliberating the
status of the refugees - Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Thai Immigration Bureau, United Nations
Human Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and the
United States Embassy in Bangkok.

After Thai immigration courts ruled that the Chinese
nationals must be deported, the US Embassy and
American-based human rights organizations expedited
and facilitated the legal processes to move the asylum
seekers to the US, where they are now applying for
permanent asylum status. [Associated Press] [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: New head of space research
center announced

(Im) Settapong Malisuwan, a lawmaker of Thailand’s
ruling Bhumijaithai party, will be the next chief of the
country’s Excellence Centre for Space Technology and
Research (ECSTAR). [Bangkok Post] [NNT]

The space research center operates under the King
Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang's
International Academy of Aviation Industry and is
tasked to develop the country. Thailand aims to be a
leader and hub in Southeast Asia for space research as
part of its 20-Year National Strategy, the country's first
national long-term strategy developed pursuant to the
constitution.

Thailand: Police to station 90,000 officers
at polling venues nationwide for public
safety

(aj) The Royal Thai Police (RTP) plan to deploy at least
90,000 officers across Thailand for the May 14 election.
RTP also affirmed that police will maintain neutrality in
the polls, explaining that police will receive training and
education on upholding election safety and fairness.
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The police will receive this training at an election safety
center in Bangkok to be opened on April 20. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Army still looking for suspected
hacker of personal data of 55 million
citizens

(Im) Thailand’s army has yet to find a way to contact a
driver at its transport department who is suspected of
having illegally obtained the personal data of 55 million
Thai citizens.

The suspect, a major general, last week on a forum
threatened to expose the personal data of 55 million
Thais, including names, surnames, addresses,
birthdates, ID card numbers and telephone numbers,
if the government agency allegedly involved in the data
breach failed to meet a ransom demand.

Police have assigned a commissioner of the Cyber
Crime Investigation Bureau to work with the suspect’s
supervisor and the army staff judge advocate to try to
bring him in. Furthermore, the army has formed a
committee to consider potential disciplinary measures
against the accused for tarnishing its image. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Army reaffirms commitment to
peace-building in country’s Deep South

(aj) Thailand has maintained its commitment to a
roadmap towards peace in the country’s four
southernmost provinces, despite rebel group Barisan
Revolusi Nasional (BRN)'s absence at a scheduled
dialogue overseen by Malaysian officials in Kuala
Lumpur earlier this month. [Bangkok Post]

Since 2004, the Thai government has been at odds
with ethnic Malay Muslim separatist groups in the
country’s Deep South, which collectively seek to
achieve either autonomy or independence from
Thailand and implement Islamic law. The BRN is the
largest, and likely the most organized of all the
insurgent groups; but most importantly, it is the only
faction that has consistently been committed to
engaging with the Thai government through ongoing
peace talks. Under the eye of Malaysian peacemakers,
working groups from Thailand and the BRN are
supposed to be drafting a peace agreement, the Joint
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Comprehensive Plan toward Peace (JCPP), to be signed
in June [see AIR No. 9, February/2023, 4].

Thailand’s move to settle peace within its borders
followed a February meeting between Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim and Thai Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha. At the talks, Anwar stated that
deeper economic relations between the two countries
will be contingent on Thailand's peacemaking efforts
with the rebels. [AIR No. 9, February/2023, 4 and AiR
No. 10, March/2023, 1]

But the representatives of the BRN failed to attend the
latest round of talks in Kuala Lumpur in mid-March.
This prompted the head of Thailand's Peace Dialogue
Panel, General Wanlop Rugsanaoh, to fly in from
Bangkok to discuss the issue with Malaysian facilitator,
General Zulkifli Zanail Abidin. According to Zulkifli, the
BRN was unable to attend the drafting session because
the rebel group was undergoing a change in
leadership.

Vietham: Ministry of Public Security
recommends prosecution for 54 officials

(ih) Vietnam's Ministry of Public Security has
recommended prosecuting 54 officials, including
former Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs To Anh Dung,
over a pay-to-play scheme, connected to the
repatriation of Vietnamese nationals during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The scheme is estimated to have generated
approximately USD 200 million for the officials
involved, and included numerous senior officials. The
charges include giving and receiving bribes, brokering
bribes, abusing one's position as a public servant, and
appropriating assets by fraud.

The case against Dung alleges that he received bribes
to add companies to a list of providers of repatriation
flights. Other defendants include Vice Minister of
Foreign Affairs Vu Hong Nam, Assistant to the Deputy
Prime Minister Nguyen Quang Linh, and others from
various ministries and committees.

The Deputy Director of the Hanoi police force, Major
General Nguyen Anh Tuan, was charged with brokering
bribery for accepting USD 2.65 million from executives
at a company involved in the repatriation scheme in
exchange for his aid in avoiding prosecution. [Radio
Free Asia] [The Diplomat]
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Vietnam: MIC to open investigations in
“toxic” content on TikTok

(ih) On April 6, Vietnam's Ministry of Information and
Communications (MIC) announced that it will begin
investigating TikTok's operations in the country starting
from May, citing concerns about "toxic" content that
could harm the country's culture and youth.

The ministry stated that moderating content on TikTok
is more difficult than on other platforms, and the
measures to combat the issue will need to be tougher.
TikTok is the only platform being probed as it is the
only platform that maintains a local office in Vietnam.

TikTok Vietnam has updated guidelines that will come
into effect on 21 April and aim to be more transparent
about its rules and enforcement. [Reuters]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Pakistan moves closer to IMF loan after
Saudi Arabia commits financial support to
help Islamabad

(tj) Pakistan moved a step closer to securing a loan
from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) after Saudi
Arabia told the Washington-based lender it will provide
a USD 2 billion loan to Islamabad, the country’s junior
finance minister said on April 6. However, the deal with
the IMF still depends on a similar commitment from
the United Arab Emirates for a USD 1 billion loan.
[Bloomberg] [Reuters]
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‘Sri Lankan economy will contract before
gradual recovery in 2024’, Asian
Development Bank says

(ns) According to the annual Asian Development
Outlook (ADO) April 2023 report published by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), Sri Lanka ought to contract
this year before starting to recover gradually in 2024.
The economy of the Island State contracted by 7.8
percent in 2022 and should shrink by an additional 3
percent in 2023. The ADB expressed support for the
International Monetary Fund-initiated measures, such
as the reversal of 2019 tax cuts, and anticipates that
the recently launched restructuring will strengthen
economic stability in Sri Lanka.

The Deputy Country Director for the Island State also
commented on the matter, that on a long road to
recovery, it would be crucial to ensure that policies
protect the poor and most vulnerable. ADO April 2023
highlights that reforms require improving domestic
resource mobilization and public finance management,
raising the performance of state-driven enterprises,
and fostering harmonious trade and investment
environment to increase interest in private sector
development. ADB noted that these reforms should be
delivered with better transparency, anti corruption
mechanisms, and more efficient governing
departments. [ADA derana]

India, United States to hold air exercises
with Japan as observer

(Im) The Indian and United States air forces on April 10
the next edition of a bilateral air exercise, “Cope India”,
with Japan as an observer, keeping up the high pace of
multilateral and bilateral military drills among the
member states of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue

(Quad).

The exercises are being held after a gap of four years
for 11 days at the Kalaikunda airbase in India's West
Bengal state. The Indian Air Force will participate with
its Su-30MKI and Rafale fighter jets in addition to Tejas
indigenous light combat aircraft, while reports say the
US Air Force is expected to bring F-15 fighter jets.

The military exercises come just weeks after the Indian
and Japanese militaries concluded the exercise “Ex
Dharma Guardian”, held from February 17 to March 2
at Camp Imazu in Japan's Shiga province. This joint
exercise included troops from the Garhwal Rifles
regiment of the Indian Army and an infantry regiment
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from the Middle Army of the Japan Ground Self-
Defence Force. [The Straits Times]

China plans to set up radar base in Sri
Lanka to monitor India, United States
naval activities, report says

(ns/Im) China is reportedly considering setting up a
radar base in Sri Lanka to counter India’s naval
presence and monitor strategic assets in the Indian
Ocean region, such as the Kudankulam and Kalpakkam
nuclear power plants.

According to a news article in The Economic Times, the
“Aerospace Information Research” of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences could be tasked with steering this
project in the forests of Dondra Bay, about 155
kilometers southeast of the capital, Colombo. Notably,
the proposed system will have the capability to track
United States military movements at its military base in
Diego Garcia, an island of the British Indian Ocean
Territory located over 1,700 kilometers southwest of
Dondra Bay, as well as Indian Navy vessels traveling to
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. [The Economic
Times]

China has substantially supported the development of
real estate and public facilities in the South Asian
Kingdom under the Belt and Road Initiative. Due to the
current bailout status of Sri Lanka and its standing
debt to China, the Island State lacks authority in some
national infrastructure questions. [Wion News]

In fact, last year, Chinese surveillance vessel Yuan
Wang 5 docked at the Hambantota Port after the Sri
Lankan government conceded to Beijing's request,
despite warnings by New Delhi that the vessel is a
dual-use spy ship that can be employed for space and
satellite tracking and intercontinental ballistic missile
launches [see AIR No. 31, August/2022, 1]. Colombo
allowed the vessel to dock at Hambantota and remain
for six days for refueling and logistics supplies [see AR
No. 33, August/2022, 3].

India confronts Myanmar about China
providing assistance for spy base on
remote Coco Islands

(Im) India has confronted Myanmar in recent months
with satellite imagery showing that China is providing
assistance in building a listening post on the remote
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archipelago in the Bay of Bengal that lies just 55
kilometers north of India's strategic Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. These images add to the body of
evidence indicating that Myanmar may soon be
intending to conduct maritime surveillance operations
from the largest island in the archipelago, Great Coco.
[The Straits Times]

The photos from January 2023 show renewed levels of
construction activity on Great Coco. Visible are two
new hangars, a new causeway and what appears to be
an accommodation block, all of which are visible in
proximity to a freshly lengthened 2,300-meter runway
and radar station. Visible as of late March on the
southern tip of Great Coco, just beyond the causeway
connecting the islands, is evidence of land clearing
efforts indicating construction work to come. [Chatham
House]

India condemns OIC remarks on Ram
Navami violence; calls statement ‘Anti-
India’

(mk) India has called a statement by the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemning violence
during recent Ram Navami processions as “anti-India”
agenda and as showcasing “communal mindset”.

The OIC had urged Indian authorities to take firm
actions against perpetrators of the clashes and
vandalism that had erupted amidst celebrations of the
Hindu religious festival of Ram Navami last week,
especially in parts of West Bengal, Bihar and Gujrat. It
went on to call the attacks a manifestation of mounting
Islamophobia in India. [The Hindu] [Reuters]

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka among new
members of UN Commission on the Status
of Women

(ns) On April 5, the United Nations Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) in New York elected Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh for a four-year term to the United Nations
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). Other new
members of the Commission for the new term include
Belgium, Bolivia, Colombia, Romania, and the
Netherlands. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Sri Lanka]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-fy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-fj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-fj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-ft/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-fi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-fd/

US Dollar crisis in Bangladesh affects
bilateral trade with neighboring Myanmar

(az) As the Bangladeshi banks face US Dollar scarcity,
they are currently unable to pay for Burmese goods, as
the biggest government and private banks are putting
restrictions and controls on payment in US Dollars. U
Aung Aung, the Secretary of the Rakhine State
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry,
has warned that due to the current situation, many
legal traders may choose illegal ways to trade goods
between the countries. [Narinjara News]

To counter the problem the exporters from Maungdaw
and Sittwe border trade stations on the Myanmar side
are now accepting Burmese currency from the
Bangladeshi traders as a method of payment.

International groups report on state
eviction of native residents from a
UNESCO Heritage site in Cambodia

(sn) Cambodian government actively urges native
residents of the Angkor Wat temple complex to
relocate from their native homes to resettlement
complex sites, where they tend to experience a decline
in living conditions and potential income. Government
authorities use the agenda of conserving the United
Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage site to conduct
relocation missions. The UNESCO World Heritage
Centre says such programs should be conducted
based on human rights priorities and sustainable
development of affected communities.

Amnesty International recently published a report
based on interviews with native residents in Angkor
Wat and Run Ta Ek areas, where they highlight multiple
issues with existing relocation practices. The Deputy
Director of the organization says that local native
communities break up and disappear due to these
practices. APSARA National Authority department
managing the relocation process uses rigid means to
make residents ‘volunteer’' to move their homes.
Interviewees reported harassment from official agents
and no relocation intent. Many local people create
businesses orientated on high tourist turnover in the
area. Hence, most of them lose their income sources
when leaving their neighborhood. In 2008, UNESCO
World Heritage Committee expressed substantial
concern over uncontrolled urban expansion in the
Angkor heritage site. [Vice News]
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Indeed, the history of relocation disputes between
state departments and the local population is
longstanding. Relocation pressure also affected the
Kandal province residents. Overseas Cambodian
Investment Corporation asked local people to reduce
their farming sites for the new airport construction.
People started demanding land titles to secure their
property, but the administration said those concerns
were exaggerated. In February 2023, the Cambodian
Ministry of National Defense debriefed an acting
brigade on a new psychological program that educated
trainees on conducting missions with local residents.
The Ministry initiated the agenda in coordination with
Royal Cambodian Armed Forces to improve the quality
of missions, where brigades help ‘'volunteering’
residents to set up if they accept the relocations. [Air
No. 2, January/2023, 2], [Air No. 8, February/2023, 3]

In October 2022, the Cambodian Prime Minister
warned the residents unwilling to relocate from the
Angkor Archaeological Park of the loss of the
compensation allowances risk. That month 200
families gathered around the APSARA National
Authority, demanding to settle payments formerly
promised by the government. Some protesters await
compensation since 2005. The residents attempted to
set up camps on their native farmland after they failed
to reach some agreement with the relocating officials.
In response, APSARA National Authority ordered
according brigades to remove the sites using force if
the protesters refused to leave. [VOD 1], [VOD 2]

Cambodia and Australia launch new rice
variety to improve lives of agricultural
sector workers

(sn) On April 5, Cambodia and Australia jointly
announced the official launch of the new fragrant rice
variety, developed following years of research and
named Champei Sar 70 (CPS 70). The event coincided
with the 70th anniversary of the diplomatic
relationship between the two countries. The joint press
release of the Cambodian Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries and the Australian Embassy
states that the new grain will increase rice export
volumes, diversify production and improve the quality
of life for farmers. [Phnom Penh Post]

MRC Secretariat chief cites progress amid
troubling trends in annual address
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(sn) On April 5, the Heads of Government of MRC
Member Countries adopted the Vientiane Declaration
of the 4th MRC Summit. The counterparts agreed to
intensify cooperation, respect each other’s sovereignty,
and recognized opportunities in socio-economic
development, considering sustainable water security
as its foundation.

Following the closure of the 4th Summit of the Mekong
River Commission, the Cambodian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs published a report on the summary outcomes
of the meeting. Prime Minister Hun Sen delivered a
statement where he highlighted that sustainable
development of the Mekong River is crucial for the
MRC States and the people living on the basins. He
expressed the initiative to collaborate on the
resolution of the underwater unexploded ordnance
(UXO) residual problem from preceding wars.
[Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 8 International
Cooperation]

Cross-strait relations: China holds large
military exercises around Taiwan after
Tsai's stopover in US

(ms) The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) held
large military drills around Taiwan from April 8 to 10 in
response to Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen's
meeting with Kevin McCarthy, Speaker of the US House
of Representatives, in the US on April 5.

In charge of the exercises, the Eastern Theater
Command called them "a serious warning against the
provocations of Taiwan independence separatists in
collusion with foreign forces, and a necessary action to
defend the nation's sovereignty and territorial
integrity." [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 1]

During the three-day maneuvers, dubbed the "United
Sharp Sword operation," the Chinese military deployed
a variety of different aircraft, ships, and personnel in
and around Taiwan's airspace and waters and
practiced various military approaches targeting
Taiwan.

The content of the first two combat readiness
exercises was primarily the simulation of directed fire
on key targets in Taiwanese waters, but also on the
main island itself. Among other things, the Eastern
Theater Command released a computer-generated
image depicting direct strikes against the Taiwanese
capital of Taipei in the north of the island and Tainan
City and Kaohsiung City in the south [see video David
Demes via Twitter].
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In the course of the first day, the Taiwanese military
reported for April 8 that 71 PLA aircraft and nine
warships were detected around Taiwan, of which 45
aircraft crossed the unofficial median line between
Taiwan and mainland China and entered the air
defense identification zone (ADIZ). On April 9, the
number of PLA aircraft detected was 70, and 11
warships, of which 35 aircrafts crossed the Median
Line. [Global Times 1] [South China Morning Post]
[Taiwan Ministry of National Defense 1 via Twitter]
[Taiwan Ministry of National Defense 2 via Twitter] [The
Guardian]

In addition to simulating the shelling of important
Taiwanese targets, the aim of the drill in general and
the third day in particular was to "lock down" Taiwan
by encircling the island and practicing setting up naval
blockades. The second carrier Shandong joined the
military maneuvers on the third day, after having
already departed for its first far sea drill in the Western
Pacific on April 5.

According to Japanese forces, 80 fixed-wing aircraft
take-offs and landings, including J-15s, were conducted
during the Chinese exercises from the Chinese aircraft
carrier. Taiwan's Ministry of Defense reported the
highest military deployment over the three days on the
third day of the exercise, with 91 PLA Aircraft, 54 of
which crossed the median line, and 12 vessels. [France
24] [Global Times 2] [Global Times 3] [Taiwan Ministry,
of National Defense 3]

The three-day military drill was the second of its kind,
following the PLA's largest-ever live fire drill against
Taiwan in August last year in response to McCarthy's
predecessor Nancy Pelosi's visit to Taiwan [see AiR No.
32, August/2022, 2].

The meeting between Tsai and McCarthy was held
during the stopover in the US on Tsai's return from her
diplomatic visits to Belize and Guatemala (see AiR No.
14, April/2023, 1), despite earlier warnings from Beijing
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 2]. McCarthy is the
highest-ranking official to meet a Taiwanese president
on US soil since 1979, the year in which the US
established diplomatic relations with China.

In a joint press conference following the close-door
meeting which, was also attended by a bi-partisan
group of lawmakers, both sides hailed warm relations
between Washington and Taipei, with McCarthy calling
the Taiwanese President “a great friend to America”
and expressing his optimism that “we will continue to
find ways for the people of America and Taiwan to
work together to promote economic freedom,
democracy, peace and stability.”


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-zh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-zk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-zu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-vu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-el/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-el/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-er/

Speaking at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library,
Tsai, for her part, reaffirmed the former US President’s
“crucial role” in building the “foundation for a strong
and unique partnership of over four decades, during
which we have maintained peace, promoted
prosperity, and welcomed the advent of Taiwan's
democracy.” Without naming China, Tsai warned that
“the peace that we have maintained, and the
democracy which we have worked hard to build, are
facing unprecedented challenges. [Kevin McCarthy,
Twitter] [Office of the President of the Republic of
China (Taiwan)] [Al Jazeera]

In a separate response to the meeting, China imposed
sanctions on Hsiao Bi-khim, Taiwan's de facto
ambassador to the United States, prohibiting her and
family members from entering the mainland. Sanctions
were also imposed on Washington-based think tank
Hudson Institute and the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library, the two hosts of the meeting, banning them
from any cooperation, exchange or transaction with
institutions and individuals in China. Core members of
the organizations will be denied entry to China, and
will be unable to transact or cooperate with
organizations or individuals there. Their assets in the
country will be frozen. [Arab News] [CNN]

China-France/EU: Mixed signals during
visit of Macron and von der Leyen

(ms) Last week's visit of French President Emmanuel
Macron and European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen to China from April 5 to 7 was a two-
faced visit that revealed both unity and differences in
the approach to China.

Unity between Macron and von der Leyen was on the
Ukraine war, with both urging in their trilateral with
Chinese President Xi Jinping to take a more prominent
role towards Russia to end the war of aggression
against Ukraine. Xi, however, remained true to the
position he had taken so far and reiterated his desire
for peace talks, which must, however, recognize and
take into account the "security concerns of all sides."
However, China is said to have reaffirmed its openness
to meet with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

With regards to the differences, von der Leyen took a
tough stance on the future of EU-China relations, while
Macron, being on official state visit and pursuing
French national interests, appeared to be more
accommodative. He was accompanied by a 50-member
strong business delegation.
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Reiterating much of criticism of China that she
expressed in a scathing speech held shortly before her
trip to Beijing, in which she described China as “more
repressive at home and more assertive abroad,” (see
AIR No. 14, April/2023, 1), von der Leyen in a press
conference after the trilateral meeting with Chinese
President Xi Jinping and Macron pointed at an
“increasingly imbalanced” trade relationship, citing
European Union businesses’ concerns over China's
“unfair practices in some sectors,” which “impede their
access to the Chinese market,” and their exclusion
“from the market by discriminatory ‘Buy China'
policies.” In addition, she revealed that the EU-China
Comprehensive Agreement on Investment was not on
the agenda, strongly signaling that the major trade
agreement, that was agreed on in principle in late
2020, is dead in the water. She also disclosed that she
addressed the “deterioration of the human rights
situation in China,” with special reference to Xinjiang,
and further warned China against “arming the
aggressor” in the war in Ukraine. [Deutsche Welle 1]
[European Commission] [Politico 1] [Radio Free Asia]
[Ursula von der Leyen via Twitter]

Macron, who in addition to the formal meeting on April
6 also received an informal meeting with Xi on April 7,
is cited as saying in his conversation with the Chinese
president that he was “counting on” him to “bring
Russia to its senses and everyone to the negotiating
table.” Xi, for his part, reaffirmed that China was “ready
to stay in touch with France and play a constructive
role in the political settlement of the crisis.”

According to the readout of the bilateral talk, the
French president further reaffirmed his country's
commitment to an “independent foreign policy and to
the strategic autonomy of Europe,” that opposes
“stoking confrontation, division and bloc rivalry.”
[France 24] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 1]

Macron reinforced this remark in an interview with
Politico after completing his visit by reiterating the
importance of strategic autonomy for Europe,
stressing the “the great risk” for Europe to be “caught
up in crises that are not ours, which prevents it from
building its strategic autonomy.” [Politico 2]

In addition to the exchange on the Ukraine war and
Europe’s strategic autonomy between the two leaders,
concrete economic cooperation was agreed upon.
Among others, Airbus announced to double its
production in China by constructing a second assembly
line in its Chinese factory and the Chinese side
confirmed the delivery of 160 Airbus aircraft to
Chinese airlines. Furthermore, the signing of a record
deal between French shipbuilder CMA CGM and state-
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owned shipbuilder China State Shipbuilding Corp.
(CSSC) for the delivery of 16 large container ships
worth the equivalent of USD 3.2 billion was finalized.
[Caixin Global] [The New York Times]

In conclusion, the visit has prompted conflicting
perceptions and assessments. On the Chinese side,
Macron's visit was seen as a great success and was
intensively covered by the media, while Western
observers accused Macron of undermining the EU and
envying China. There is agreement, however, that the
visit has cast a bad light on the EU, as there was a clear
discrepancy between the path taken by the EU and
France as one of the EU's two driving forces in their
approach to China, which the Chinese side was clearly
able to exploit for their own benefit.

During the visit, Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang
and his French counterpart, Minister for Europe, and
Foreign Affairs Catherine Colonna, met to mark the
60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the two countries and the China-
France Year of Culture and Tourism, and announced
the development of political and cultural cooperation
and exchanges between the two countries, both due in
2024. [Chinese Foreign Ministry] [Financial Times]
[South China Morning Post] [Xinhua]

Also, in the framework of the visit a meeting took place
between Colonna and Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian in which China acted as host. The
main topic of the meeting was the release of French
citizens who had been arrested in the context of the
Iranian anti-government protests that broke out in
September and who have so far been denied
permission to leave the country.

China's role as host of the meeting underscores its
increased diplomatic activity in general, but also its
growing influence in the Middle East in particular, after
China also acted as a liaison in the resumption of talks
between Iran and Saudi Arabia [see AiR No. 11,
March/2023, 2]. [VOA News 1]

China played big role in debt relief for
low-income countries in G-20 assistance
initiative

(ms) The Chinese government has suspended a
disproportionate amount of debt as part of a G-20
initiative to help low-income countries during the
pandemic, according to a report by the John Hopkins
University.
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The subject of the 70-page report was the G20's Debt
Service Suspension Initiative (DSSI), an initiative
launched in 2020 in the wake of the Corona pandemic
through the cooperation of the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and G-20 member
countries.

The goal was to support low-income countries in the
context of the economic hurdles of the Corona
pandemic by suspending pending debt payments to G-
20 countries. This is estimated to have resulted in the
suspension of approximately USD 13 billion in debt
payments over the period in effect until the end of
2021. [World Bank]

According to the report, the Chinese government's
commitment was disproportionately high. While the
share of debt payments owed to China during the DSSI
period by the participating 48 low-income countries is
said to have accounted for only 30 percent of the debt
owed to the G-20 countries, China accounts for almost
two-thirds of the above-mentioned suspended debt,
with a suspension of about 8.2 billion.

Countries from Africa have benefited particularly
strongly. Of the 21 participating low-income countries
that had debts to China, 16 were from Africa. Especially
Angola, which has accumulated debts to China of
about USD 18 billion in the course of large resource
baked loans, has benefited in to a high from the DSSI,
with China and Chinese creditors providing 97 Percent
of the debt relief over the two-year period. [John
Hopkins University] [South China Morning Post 1] [VOA
News] [Africa Times]

Meanwhile, on April 4, the Nigerian Senate approved
the China Development Bank as the new financier for
the nearly USD 1 billion Kaduna to Kano railroad
project after the China Export Import Bank (Exim Bank)
withdrew from financing in 2020. [Reuters] [South
China Morning Post 2]

China holds Saudi-lran foreign ministers
meeting

(ms) On April 6, both Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian and Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud traveled to Beijing and
met with their Chinese counterpart Qin Gang to
continue the rapprochement between the two Middle
Eastern states.

The joint meeting was preceded by a meeting between
Qin and the respective foreign ministers of the two
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countries.

During the meeting with the Saudi foreign minister,
Qin congratulated Saudi Arabia on the country's
accession to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) as a "dialogue partner" in late March [see AiR No.
14, April/2023, 1].

In addition, Qin promised that China will support Saudi
Arabia in its efforts to join the BRICS. [Chinese Foreign
Ministry, China 1]

In the meeting with Foreign Minister Hossein, both
sides exchanged pleasantries and Iran announced
support for Xi Jinping's Global Civilization Initiative,
which advocates multilateralism and targets the global
South [see AR No. 12, March/2023, 3]. [Chinese
Foreign Ministry, China 2]

The trilateral meeting of all foreign ministers is part of
the resumption of dialogue and relations between the
former archenemies, which began with a meeting
hosted by China in mid-March (see AiR No. 11,
March/2023, 2).

In the course of the meeting, both countries agreed on
launching arrangements to reopen embassies and
consulates within a two-month period in each other's
countries and they would additionally explore "how to
expand cooperation [between the countries], including
resuming flights and bilateral visits by official and
private delegations and facilitating the issuance of
visas to citizens of both countries." [Chinese Foreign
Ministry 3] [Reuters]

Chinese scientists publish study on
possible origin of COVID-19

(ms) A team of Chinese scientists published on April 7
an analysis [see_study] of samples from the Huanan
Seafood Market in Wuhan, which is considered to be
the possible origin of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Definitive evidence to prove or disprove the theory
that the Huanan Seafood Market is the origin of the
pandemic and where the first animal-to-human
transmission occurred is not forthcoming, according to
leading scientists, although the Chinese state news
outlet Global Times sees the results of the analysis as
definitive proof that COVID-19 did not originate at the
market. [BBC] [Global Times]

However, regardless of the results of the analysis, the
World Health Organization (WHO) is sharpening its


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-wu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-ydl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-ydr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-ydy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkditht-l-ydj/

tone in its criticism of the Chinese government and its
failure to provide data to clarify the origin of the
COVID-19 pandemic in advance of the release. The
reason is that the samples on which the study is based
are from January and February 2020 and the Chinese
government has not shared the data with WHO until
now.

Maria Van Kerkhove, WHO's technical lead on COVID-
19, went even further in her criticism, accusing the
Chinese government of possessing far more samples
and conducting studies based on them on the origin of
COVID-19, but not sharing the data or the results with
the rest of the world. [VOA News]

The Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention
vehemently denied the WHO's accusations, calling the
criticism a smear campaign against China and its
scientific efforts. [Japan Times]

Australia bans TikTok on federal
government devices

(ms) The Australian government on April 4 confirmed
the ban of social media platform TikTok, owned by
Chinese tech giant Bytedance, making it the next
country to introduce such a ban.

Australia is now the latest member of the "Five Eyes"
intelligence alliance, which consists of Canada, New
Zealand, the United Kingdom, the United States and
Australia, to impose such a ban. In addition, TikTok has
already been banned in India, for representatives and
employees of the three main institutions of the EU,
and France and Belgium have announced similar plans.

National security concerns were cited as the reason for
the preceding bans, as, with reference to China's
Cybersecurity Law, it was feared that Bytedance would
have to hand over user data to the Chinese
government if requested to do so by the government.
The final confirmation of the ban by Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese followed a review from the
Home Affairs department, suggesting a similar motive
behind the ban in Australia. [NPR] [Reuters]

It remains to be seen what impact the announced ban
will have on relations between Australia and China,
which have improved under the Albanese government.

The Chinese government called the ban by Australia a
"discriminatory restrictive measure," and at another
point demanded Australia to "create a fair, transparent
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and non-discriminatory environment for Chinese
companies." [Chinese Foreign Ministry] [Xinhua]

China urges restraint from Israel and
Palestine

(ms) Referring to the renewed shelling of the Gaza
Strip and the first shelling of Lebanon since 2006 by
the Israeli government, the Chinese government asked
both sides of the Israel-Palestine conflict to exercise
restraint but held the Israeli government in particular
responsible.

On April 7, the Chinese special envoy to the Middle
East met with representatives of Arab countries in a
group meeting in which he urged both sides of the
conflict to act in accordance with relevant UN
resolutions. In addition, the Chinese official reiterated
the Chinese position which sees the implementation of
the two-state solution and the establishment of an
independent state of Palestine as the solution to the
conflict between Palestine and Israel.

China's involvement in the issue is a continuation of
the increase in the Chinese government region's
diplomatic presence in the Middle East and the Arab
world that has been evident in recent months, which
reached its peak so far in China's mediation role in the
resumption of talks between Iran and Saudi Arabia in
March of this year (see AiR No. 11, March/2023, 2).
[Global Times]

China appoints new bishop without
Vatican confirmation

(ms) The Council of Chinese Bishops has unilaterally
appointed a new bishop for Shanghai, the largest
Roman Catholic diocese in China, in what the Vatican
sees as a violation of the deal between China and the
Vatican, which inherently gives the pope as head of the
Catholic Church a veto over the appointment of new
bishops in China.

Such an ignoring of the deal on the part of China is
already the second of its kind in a few months, after a
bishop was appointed in the southeastern province of
Jiangxi at the end of November last year, also without
prior exchange with the Vatican (see AiR No. 48,
November/2022, 5).

The underlying deal dates from 2018 and allows the
Chinese government more authority in the
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appointment of bishops; while exact details of the deal
have never been made public, it reportedly provides
that the Chinese government is responsible for
nominating bishops within China, but that the pope
either approves or vetoes the candidates and thus
plays the role of final authority. [Al Jazeera] [The
Catholic World Report]

China for the third time in six years
renames places in India’s Arunachal
Pradesh

(mk/ms) In a symbolic provocation, the Chinese
Ministry of Civil Affairs on April 3 released 11 Chinese
names of places, including towns, mountain peaks and
rivers, in the Indian state Arunachal Pradesh near the
two countries’ disputed border in the Himalayas, and
released a map of China's territory classifying the area
as part of southern Tibet. [South China Morning Post]
[Tibet Review]

Only one day after the publication of the list and map,
the Chinese government announced that the two
counties on the border with India, namely Milin and
Cuona, would be elevated to county-level cities and
placed directly under the control of the Provincial
Government of Tibet. Part of the newly claimed area of
Cuona is currently under Indian control.

Such an upgrade is usually accompanied by an
expansion of the resources available to the region by
the Chinese government, as well as giving more
powers to the local authorities, ensuring the
intensification of the Chinese provincial government's
influence in the region.

The latest announcement marks the third time China
has “standardized” names in areas around Arunachal
Pradesh, which was the site of heavy fighting during
the 1962 India-China war, and which saw clashes at the
border as recently as last December [see AiR No. 50,
December/2022, 2]. Beijing first sought to rename six
districts in Arunachal Pradesh in 2017 in a move that
was seen as "retaliation" for a visit by the Dalai Lama
to the region earlier the same month. It released a
second list in December 2021, just two days before
China's new land border law came into effect, this time
renaming 15 places in the region [see AR No. 1,
January/2022, 1].

Against this backdrop, India on April 4 rejected these
attempts, proclaiming Arunachal Pradesh to be an
integral part of India and saying that, “invented names
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will not alter this reality”. [Indian Ministry of External
Affairs via Twitter]

Amidst this volatile situation, words between the two
parties were also exchanged over the unfair treatment
of journalists in each other’s countries. The Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on April 4 informed two
Indian journalists that their visas would henceforth be
frozen, in response to India allegedly denying visas to
Chinese journalists as well as making them suffer
“unfair and discriminatory treatment”. [Reuters] [The
Hindu]

In Foreign Policy last week, Happymon Jacob_explained
why India’s aversion to speaking openly about China's
aggression on the border is not only a military
question. [Foreign Policy]

India, South Korea foreign ministers vow
to strengthen cooperation

(mk/Im) Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
and his visiting South Korean counterpart Park Jin
agreed last week to strengthen cooperation in the
fields of supply chain and science and technology, as
both countries seek to bring themselves in sync with a
United States-led push to diversify the global supply
chain away from China. Jin has been on a two-day
official visit to India, his first since assuming office as
Foreign Minister. [Bloomberg] [Ministry of External
Affairs India]

The two top diplomats agreed to further bilateral
cooperation across sectors such as trade, investment,
defense, S&T, space, semiconductors, emerging
technologies and cultural exchanges. According to a
tweet by Jaishankar, the two also shared views on
policies and visions for the Indo-Pacific and the
Ukraine Conflict. [Subramanyam Jaishankar, Twitter]

In its Indo-Pacific Strategy, released in December of
last year, the Yoon Suk-yeol administration had
indicated a clear departure from a policy of “strategic
ambiguity” pursued under the previous Moon Jae-in
government, thus raising expectations for enhanced
momentum in its strategic ties with a rising India -
arguably, one of the most significant “like-minded”
partners in the region.

Germany to present proposal for sale of
six conventional submarines to India
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(mk) Germany is preparing to present a proposal to
India for the sale of six conventional submarines
through the government-to-government route. The
USD 5.2 billion proposal will most likely be formally
presented during an upcoming visit of the German
defense minister to New Delhi, although time and date
are yet to be confirmed.

India is desperate to replace its aging submarine fleet,
with 11 of its 16 conventional submarines more than
two decades old, and as it seeks to counter China's
growing presence in the Indian Ocean. The move to
purchase from Germany also aims to decrease India’s
reliability on Russian defense imports. Furthermore,
sources confirm that the submarines will be
constructed in India in collaboration with foreign
defense manufacturers, underlining the Indian
ambition to increase indigenous manufacturing
capabilities.

France’'s Naval Group had pulled out of the project just
ahead of Modi's visit to Paris in May 2022, citing its
inability to meet conditions listed by the Indian
government in 2021. [The Hindu] [Naval Technology]

India has not suspended trade talks with
United Kingdom, officials say

(Im) Trade talks between India and the United Kingdom
have not been suspended and will continue this year,
officials said on April 10, responding to a British
newspaper report that said New Delhi had halted the
negotiations in response to a perceived lack of action
from Downing Street following protests by the Sikh
separatist movement at India’'s embassy in London.
[The Straits Times]

Supporters of the Khalistan movement, which calls for
the creation of an independent nation separate
homeland for the minority Sikh community carved out
of India’s state of Punjab, pulled down the Indian flag
and smashed windows during the protests earlier in
March. Demonstrators also attacked and damaged the
Indian consulate in San Francisco and protested
outside the Australian Parliament [see AIR No. 12,
March/2023, 3]. In light of this, New Delhi has
summoned senior diplomats from the United States,
Britain, and Canada to complain and demand
improved security at the Indian missions in their
countries

The protests came as authorities in India launched a
huge manhunt to arrest the separatist leader Amritpal
Singh in Punjab [see AIR No. 12, March/2023, 3]. The
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Khalistan movement is outlawed and considered a
grave national security threat by the Indian
government but maintains a level of support among
some Sikhs within the country and overseas.

Talks on a post-Brexit free trade agreement - first
under Britain's former Prime Ministers Boris Johnson
and Liz Truss - sought to conclude by the end of last
October, but negotiations were derailed by comments
made by British home secretary Suella Braverman
about Indians overstaying their UK visas [see AiR No.
41, October/2022, 2]. In January, then, a further
setback for UK-India relations came in the form of a
critical BBC documentary that scrutinizes Prime
Minister Modi's role during inter-communal riots in the
western Indian state of Gujarat in 2002AiR No. 5,
January/2023, 5]. India's tax authorities in February
raided the BBC's offices in Delhi and Mumbai [see AiR
No. 8, February/2023, 3].

However, India's commerce minister Piyush Goyal on
March 30 insisted the trade talks were "going on very
well" and that the issue of trade “stands on its own
legs".

But on April 10, then, The Times newspaper reported
that India has “disengaged” from the talks after
accusing London of failing to condemn the Sikh
separatist group. [The Independent]

Russia praises India for ‘deep
understanding’ of war in Ukraine

(mk) Russian Ambassador to India Denis Alipov has
praised New Delhi's “deeper understanding” of the war
in Ukraine, and lauded a Ruble-Rupee trade
mechanism as an optimal opportunity to circumvent
western sanctions and facilitate India-Russia trade.

Addressing the India-Russia Business Forum in New
Delhi, Alipov highlighted the emerging areas of
cooperation between India and Russia, and also
appraised the strong comments by Indian External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishnkar on attempts at making
European problems into global problems. [The Hindu]

India and Russia have been exploring a Ruble-Rupee
trade settlement mechanism since soon after Moscow
invaded Ukraine in February last year. But while the
two sides have spoken about facilitating trade in local
currencies, rules have not yet been formalized.
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Ukraine's deputy foreign minister visits
India

(mk/Im) Ukraine's first deputy foreign minister, Emine
Dzhaparova, on April 9 arrived in India for a four-day
visit, the first by a Ukrainian government minister since
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February last
year. [Ministry of External Affairs India] [The Hindu]

Dzhaparova is expected to hold talks with officials from
India’s external affairs ministry, including the minister
of state for external affairs and culture. She will also
meet Deputy National Security Adviser Vikram Misri.
The Indian Council of World Affairs, a New Delhi-based
think tank, said on Twitter that Dzhaparova would also
give a talk on April 11 called “Russia’s War in Ukraine:
Why the World Should Care”. [Al Jazeera]

India not to interfere in trial against
former Indian Navy officials in Qatar

(mk) India said it will not “put pressure on Qatar” or
interfere but is keeping a “close watch” on legal
proceedings against eight former Indian Navy
personnel, held in solitary confinement in the Gulf
nation on unspecified charges since August last year.

The ex-Navy men, who were working for the private
company Dahra Global Technologies and Consultancy
Services in Qatar, were training the Qatari Navy. But it
is unclear why they were arrested by the State Security
Bureau (SSB), the intelligence agency of Qatar. On
March 15, their bail plea was rejected for the eighth
time, and their detention extended for another 30
days. [Siasat] [The Hindu]

Indonesia, Germany to strengthen trade
and investment opportunities

(fb/Im) Indonesia’s consulate general in Frankfurt,
Germany, on April 4 hosted a bilateral business forum
to provide space for discussions on the future
opportunities for trade and investment between the
two countries. The Indonesian ambassador to Berlin
stated that Indonesia could be a key partner for
Germany in order to diversify the country's supply
chain.

Despite the two countries’ role within the European
Union (EU) and Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), bilateral trade is relatively small. According to
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statistics, exports from Germany to Indonesia reached
a worth of USD 3.05 billion and USD 3.9 billion from
Indonesia to Germany in 2021. By comparison,
Germany's trade with Vietnam and Malaysia, smaller
ASEAN economies, was worth around USD 14.1 billion.
[MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF
INDONESIA] [OEC]

Indonesia, Malaysia call for United
Nations action after Israeli forces storm
Al-Aqsa Mosque

(pa/lm) Indonesia and Malaysia are calling for United
Nations action against Israel after its security forces
stormed the Al-Agsa mosque in Jerusalem, one of
Islam’s holiest sites, and arrested hundreds of
Palestinian worshippers gathered for Ramandan
prayers. [Arab News] [Anadolu Agency]

At least 12 Palestinians were injured and hundreds of
others detained after Israeli police raided the
compound on April 5. Footage shared on social media
showed Israeli officers assaulting and pushing
worshippers out of the compound, and deploying stun
grenades and rubber bullets once inside. The clashes
sparked retaliatory rocket fire from militants in Gaza.
[CNN]

In a tweet, Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
called upon the United Nations (UN) and the
international community to hold the Israeli regime
accountable and for the release of all Palestinian
detainees. [Twitter]

The two Southeast Asian nations have long been
staunch supporters of an independent Palestinian
state based on the pre-1967 borders with East
Jerusalem as its capital. Last month, football’s world
governing body (FIFA) removed Indonesia as host of
this year's Under-20 World Cup following vocal
opposition to Israel’s participation by Indonesian
senior officials [see AR No. 14, April/2023, 1].

Japanese foreign minister joins NATO
foreign ministers meeting

(cc) On April 5, at the invitation of NATO, the Japanese
Minister of Foreign Affairs Yoshima Hayashi joined
NATO's foreign ministers meeting in Belgium.
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The conference aimed to discuss international issues,
such as the global security situation and the Japan-
NATO partnership.

During the meeting, Hayashi underlined that the
security of Europe and the Indo-Pacific region are
inseparable. Therefore, comprehensive cooperation
between like-minded countries in the two areas is
required. He added that Japan would bolster its ties
with NATO in various sectors through the Japan-NATO-
made Individually Tailored Partnership Programme.

As for the issue of the war in Ukraine, aside from
condemning the Russian attempt to change the status
quo through forceful means, Hayashi emphasized
Japan's commitment to providing support to Ukraine
and called for a continuation of the punitive measures
toward Russia for its aggression.

On the Indo-Pacific region, Hayashi pointed to similar
efforts to transform the status quo that were made by
some countries in the area, such as North Korea, and
called for the NATO countries to support Japan in its
attempt to overcome such a challenge. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Japan 1]

A day earlier, he met with his Belgian counterpart
Hadja Lahbib for an exchange about cooperation in
responding to Russia's aggression against Ukraine and
to realize a "Free and Open Indo-Pacific". Hayashi also
requested Belgium's support in the removal of
European Union import restrictions on Japanese food
products. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 2]

On the same day, he also held a meeting with Turkiye's
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu who expressed his
country’s gratitude for Japan’s support after the recent
earthquake. [Arab News]

Japanese leader to visit Africa

(cc) On April 11, the government announced that
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida would visit
Africa during Japan's Golden Week holiday in late April.

Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, and Mozambique are countries
that Kishida was expected to visit.

In a press conference, Chief Cabinet Secretary
Hirokazu Matsuno explained that affirming ties with
major African nations was crucial for Japan, a stance
similar to Kishida's earlier statement on how he was
willing to bolster Japan's partnership with the Global
South. [Kyodo News]
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Japan to chair the G7 financial leaders’
meeting

(cc) On April 11, Shunichi Suzuki, Japan's Minister of
Finance, announced that Japan would chair the G7
financial leaders' meeting on April 12 in Washington.

With the objective of discussing matters related to the
global economy, financial market, supply chain, and
the Ukraine crisis, the conference will occur on the
sideline of the annual International Monetary Fund
and World Bank meetings.

Suzuki explained that, during the meeting, Japan would
focus on exchanging opinions with its peers about
market development, inflation, debt issues, and the
maintenance of international partnerships in
bolstering the global supply chain. [Japan Today]

Japan, South Korea, and the United States
hold joint naval exercises

(cc) Between April 3 and 4, the Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force participated in a two-day joint naval
exercise with the United States and South Korea in the
East China Sea.

With eight vessels from the three nations participating,
the drill focused on anti-submarine tactics in a
scenario where they had to detect, track, and destroy
the North Korean submarines. In the same event, they
also trained in search and rescue missions.

The training was the fourth trilateral naval exercise
held in East Asia since Yoon Suk-yeol became the
leader of South Korea in May 2022.

At a press conference on April 4, Japanese Defense
Minister Hamada Yasukazu stated that the exercise
would help bolster the partnership between the three
countries to address the contemporary security issues
in the region, emphasizing that the event showed the
commitment that Japan, South Korea, and the United
States had in defending their common security and the
rule-based international order. [The Diplomat]

Japan and the United States conduct
bilateral naval exercise
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(cc) Between April 4 and 6, the Japanese and American
navies conducted a bilateral naval exercise in the East
China Sea and the Pacific Ocean to improve their
defense capabilities and inter-operationality between
the two nations. [Ministry of Defense, Japan, Twitter]

Japanese and Brazilian leaders hold a
summit telephone conference

(cc) On April 7, the Japanese and Brazilian leaders held
a summit telephone discussion.

In the talk, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
declared that he looks forward to conferring on
various international issues with Brazilian President
Lula da Silva during the G7 summit in Japan.
Meanwhile, the Brazilian leader voiced his intention to
expand the Japan-Brazil bilateral partnership in the
political, economic, and cultural aspects.

The leaders also discussed their views on the issues
related to Ukraine, East Asia, and the United Nations,
with both affirming that they would improve their ties
and work together in reforming the Security Council.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

“No need to continue relying on US
Dollar”, says the Malaysian Prime
Minister, citing Asian Monetary Fund

(pa) Malaysian Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim has stated that his nation no longer needs to
rely on the US Dollar to attract foreign investments,
further saying that negotiations between Malaysia and
other countries should use both nations' respective
currencies going forward. [MalaysiaKini]

Anwar then addressed the Asian Monetary Fund (AMF),
an initiative first proposed by the Japanese to facilitate
a quick recovery from the Asian financial crisis. [EMT]
The proposal never took off due to the strength of the
US dollar at the time. [Borneo Post] With the
increasingly shifting financial world order, he believes
that the proposal for the AMF should be renegotiated
as it could utilise the ringgit and the country's currency
accordingly. [Star]

This was one of the points of discussion during his
official visit to China last week, to which Chinese
President Xi Jinping has welcomed further talks.
[Bloomberg] The Malaysian central bank, Bank Negara
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Malaysia (BNM) has made a proposal to pioneer this
during visits to China using ringgit and renminbi.

Mongolia-Philippines: Former Mongolian
minister arrested and deported

(dqgl) Former Mongolian Minister of Food, Agriculture
and Light Industry Tunjin Badamjunai has been
deported to Mongolia, shortly after he was arrested on
April 4. The arrest came in a coordinated operation of
the Philippine Bureau of Immigration and the
Mongolian Police.

Badamjunai is wanted in his home country for
corruption. [Rappler]

Mongolia-Austria/Sweden: Climate change
cooperation discussed

(dqgl) During a meeting on April 4, Mongolian Minister
of Environment and Tourism Bat-Erdene and

Mr. Bat-Erdene and Austrian Ambassador to Mongolia
Andreas Riecken discussed opportunities for
cooperation in fighting climate change and identified
potential opportunities for deepening cooperation in
the fields of renewable energy and tourism.

On the same day, Bat-Erdene also met with Helena
Sangeland, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Sweden, to also
discuss ways to jointly work on reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, fighting climate change, and protecting
biological diversity. In addition, both sides agreed on
sharing experiences on mine rehabilitation and
enhancing environmental governance. [Montsame]

Nepal imports commercial explosives
from China as India seems reluctant to

supply

(Im) Nepal has received commercial explosives from
China for the first time in several years to help Chinese
contractors of various projects carry out construction
and mining-related blasts in the Himalayan nation, at a
time when neighboring India seems reluctant to supply
such explosives for projects that involve Chinese
companies. [The Kathmandu Post]
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Nepal requests India to supply 300,000
tons of wheat to address domestic
shortage

(Im) Nepal has requested neighboring India to supply
300,000 tons of wheat to avoid a major spurt in local
flour prices at a time when consumers in the
Himalayan nation are already battling high inflation.
[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal's government expects that the requested
consignment would be delivered from the new fiscal
year 2023-24, or after mid-July. However, when India
imposed a ban on wheat exports in May of last year,
after unseasonably hot weather affected the wheat
crop, it set a quota of 50,000 tons for Nepal. [AIR No.
20, May/2022, 3]

In light of this, local industry representatives have
called on Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal to use
his upcoming visit to New Delhi to make a special
request to his counterpart Narendra Modi to allocate a
sufficient quota for Nepal.

UN resolution on human rights violations
in North Korea adopted

(dgl) A South Korea co-sponsored resolution on North
Korea's gross rights violations was adopted by the
United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) on
April 6.

The resolution calls on the North Korean regime to
ensure freedom of speech both online and offline and
permit the establishment of independent media. It also
demands the 2020 law that prohibits distributing or
watching media originating from South Korea, the
United States and other countries to be reconsidered
and all relevant information about foreigners detained
or kidnapped in the North to be disclosed to their
families. [Yonhap News Agency]

Pyongyang condemned the move, calling the
resolution "the most heavily politicized document of
fraud,” and South Korea a “puppet gang of traitors, a
mere colonial servant of the U.S,” that even bereft of
its national sovereignty, for its impudence to provoke
our prestigious Republic with the human rights
situation.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, North Koreal]
[Korea Times]
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North Korea-US: Pyongyang threatens
“offensive actions”

(dgl) North Korea warned that it will take unspecified
“offensive action” in response to increasing U.S.
military exercises conducted with South Korea, viewed
by the regime as “military provocations by US-led
warmongers.”

The warning came a day after Washington dispatched
nuclear-capable B-52 bombers to the Korean Peninsula
to take partin joint aerial exercises with South Korean
warplanes. [AP News] [Reuters]

It also comes at a time when tensions heightened over
the past weeks amid a tit-for-tat of both the U.S.-South
Korean military exercises and North Korean weapons
tests and demonstrations (see AiR No. 14, April/2023,
1, AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4]

In a latest development, North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un reportedly urged at an enlarged meeting of the
Central Military Commission on April 10 to strengthen
the country's war deterrence in a “more practical and
offensive” manner to fight what was described as
aggression by the U.S. and South Korea.

North Korea accuses US of impeding
extradition of raiders of Madrid embassy

(dgl) North Korea demanded that the United States
extradite members of an anti-regime group to Spain.
They are accused of breaking into its embassy in
Madrid in 2019.

In a release of the North Korean Embassy in Madrid,
issued on the fourth anniversary of the incident, the
US is accused of investigating the group not thoroughly
enough and refusing to extradite its leader, Korean
American and former U.S. Marine Christopher Ahn,
who was arrested in Los Angeles in April 2019 and
released on a USD 1.3 million bail under the condition
of home confinement. In May 2022, he was declared
eligible for extradition by a US federal judge. Ahn has
filed a petition against his extradition, citing risks to his
life. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, North Korea] [Reuters]

South Korea blames North Korea for not
responding to regularly held calls
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(dql) South Korea's Unification Ministry has criticized
North Korea for not answering phone calls made by
South-North Joint Liaison Office and through military
hotlines since April 7 without explanation, warning that
Pyongyang's behavior will further isolate the country
and worsen the already inter-Korean situation.

It also expressed condemnation of Pyongyang's
continued use of the joint Kaesong Industrial Complex
in the special administrative industrial region of North
Korea and demanded an immediate stop. It accused
the North of violating property rights and warning of
countermeasures if case Pyongyang remains
unresponsive to the demand.

Established in 2002, the complex was once seen as a
symbol of reconciliation where more than 50,000
North Koreans worked for 125 South Korean
companies that supplied the funding and equipment,
making it virtually the last remaining form of economic
cooperation that brought needed hard currency to the
North, while involved firms obtained cheap labor and
tax breaks.

In 2016, Seoul withdrew from the venture in response
to a nuclear test and missile launches by Pyomngyang.
[Ministry of Unification, South Korea] [Kyodo News]
[Arab News]

Pakistan denies change in Israel policy
after Karachi-based businessman claims
successful export

(tj) Pakistan on April 9 denied rumors of trade with
Israel following a tweet by a Karachi-based Jewish
businessman who claimed to have successfully
exported food samples from the southern port city to
Jerusalem and Haifa. In light of this, Pakistan reiterated
that it does not have any diplomatic or trade relations
with Israel, calling the rumor “sheer propaganda”.
[Associated Press]

Pakistan officially backs a two-state solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and has a longstanding
position of non-recognition of Israel until an
independent Palestinian state is established within the
pre-1967 borders and with East Jerusalem as its
capital.

United States to host Philippines top
officials for third 2+2 Ministerial Meeting;
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Economic Briefing

(Im) The top foreign and defense officials traveled to
Washington for talks with their United States
counterparts, in the latest sign of the expanding
security cooperation between the two countries.

The latest iteration of the 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue was
held on April 10, coinciding with the launch of the
largest version of the two countries’ flagship military
exercise, Balikatan, to date [see entry in this edition].
This was only the third edition of the ministerial-level
meeting since the format was established in 2012. The
second round was held in 2016.

Furthermore, the Philippine Economic Briefing is
scheduled for April 12, with Finance Secretary
Benjamin Diokno, Central Bank Governor Felipe
Medalla, Budget Secretary Amenah Pangandaman, and
National Economic and Development Authority
Secretary Arsenio Balisacan attending. House Speaker
Ferdinand Martin Romualdez is expected to join them.

Philippines, China to resume talks on joint
oil and gas exploration in May

(fb/Im) The Philippines announced on April 4 that talks
with China on joint oil and gas exploration in the
disputed West Philippine Sea will resume in May. [CNN
Philippines]

In 2018, Manila and Beijing signed an agreement to
explore oil and gas reserves in the South China Sea, a
hotspot of conflicting territorial claims by several
countries apart from China and the Philippines. The
deal came two years after the Philippines won a case
at the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague
that invalidated the bulk of China’s claims over the
sea.

Ayear later, then, then Philippines Rodrigo Duterte
said Chinese President Xi Jinping had offered him a
controlling stake in a joint energy deal that could fall
within Manila’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in
exchange for ignoring the international arbitration. But
Manila terminated the negotiations in June last year,
shortly before former President Rodrigo Duterte’s six-
year term expired, citing constitutional constraints and
issues of sovereignty [see AiR No. 26, June/2022, 4].

In January, then, the two countries hinted that they
may resume joint energy exploration in the disputed
South China Sea. The indication came after China’s
President Xi Jinping hosted Marcos Jr. in Beijing during
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the latter's first state trip outside the Southeast Asian
region [see AIR No. 2, January/2023, 2].

However, days after Marcos’ trip to Beijing, the
Philippines Supreme Court declared a 2005 energy
exploration agreement with Chinese and Vietnamese
companies in the West Philippine Sea was illegal, ruling
the constitution stipulates that the Philippines
government must control and supervise activities and
companies involved must be majority Philippine-
owned [see AIR No. 3, January/2023, 3]. According to
observers, the ruling could complicate efforts by China
to revive oil and gas exploration talks with the
Philippines in areas of the South China Sea that are not
in dispute.

Singapore to be part of the United
Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs in
2024

(sfa) The United Nations Commission on Narcotic
Drugs (CND) has elected and will welcome Singapore
into its fold starting in 2024. Singapore had previously
expressed its intention to be part of the UN's main
drug policymaking body. Most recently during the 66t
session of the CND, Singapore had recently presented
their approach to tackling the drug problem
domestically which it would share with other countries
to tackle the global drug problem. [Channel News Asia]
[The Straits Times]

Singapore invited to join the American
College of Bankruptcy (ACB)

(sfa) With the recent reform of Singapore's insolvency
and restructuring laws to meet international needs,
one of the country's judges has been invited to join the
American College of Bankruptcy (ACB). This global
association is made up of insolvency professionals
ranging from judges to financial advisors. [The Straits
Times]

Singapore as a guide to tackle climate
change in Asia

(sfa) In a recent book event, Singapore was highlighted
for its efforts to address climate change. Imposing

carbon taxes and limiting the use of fossil fuels are two
of many practices of Singapore which were mentioned
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to stress the urgency for other nations in the region to
adopt similar climate actions. Such investment of
efforts could bring health and economic benefits to
nations.

During this book event, Singapore highlighted its
approach to assessing the risk of its natural resources,
including the foreseeable impact on the companies
across its entire economy. This includes its coping
mechanism to manage future shocks such as in the
area of food security. [The Straits Times]

South Korea-Japan: Opposition lawmakers
to step pressure on Tokyo's radioactive
water release pan

(dql) A group of lawmakers of the opposition
Democratic Party (DP) has disclosed that they
expressed South Koreans' concerns over the plan of
the Japanese government to release radioactive water
from the crippled Fukushima nuclear power plant into
the sea during their three-day visit to Japan.

They also announced that they will increase the
pressure on Japan and push for a special
parliamentary body or a parliamentary investigation to
deal with the matter and to identify ways of
cooperating with other countries to create an
international consultative body on the issue.

Further, they criticized the South Korean government
for “pussyfoot[ing] around for the Japanese
government in front of a matter that concerns the
safety and lives of our people?” [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea-NATO: Vice Foreign Minister
attends alliance’s foreign ministers’
meeting

(dgl) On April 5, South Korean Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs Lee Dohoon took part the NATO Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting in Brussels during which he
reaffirmed Seoul's continued commitment to
deepening cooperation with the alliance in responding
to global challenges and announced that the South
Korean government will support Ukraine with
additional humanitarian assistance.

Prior to the meeting, Lee held a separate meeting with
NATO Secretary-General Stoltenberg and NATO Indo-
Pacific partners Japan, New Zealand and Australia and
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discussed ways of cooperation.[Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, South Korea]

Sri Lanka holds talks with Indonesian
company on collaboration in the
manufacturing of garments for EU

(ns) The Sri Lankan embassy in Jakarta together with
the Joint Apparel Association Forum of Sri Lanka
conducted a virtual session with the representatives of
PT. Ocean Asia Industry Indonesia fabric
manufacturing company on March 27.

The counterparts discussed their joint application to
the European Commission, which would allow Sri
Lankan apparel exporters to import materials from
Indonesia to produce garment products and export
them to the European Union under the Cross Regional
Cumulation facility of the EU-Generalised System of
Preferences Scheme. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Sri
Lanka]

Sri Lankan State Minister for Finance gets
support offer from the Indian High
Commissioner

(ns) On April 4, India’s deputy high commissioner to Sri
Lanka offered support for the initiative of the Sri
Lankan Treasury to convene meetings with Sri Lanka’s
Coordination Forum oF Development Partners (CFDP)
once in six months. The High Commissioner recalled
help from India for the people of Sri Lanka during the
economic crisis and expressed hope for the South
Asian State to achieve earlier recovery.

The Indian official said that a great relationship with
neighboring states is one core foreign policy principle
in his country. India imports locally available
environmentally sustainable materials from the Island
State to enhance its economic development. The High
Commissioner reassured that India remains
committed to cooperating and supporting Sri Lanka
during its gradual economic recovery. [The Island]

Chinese Ambassador to Sri Lanka calls on
ex-leader Mahinda Rajapaksa

(ns) China’'s ambassador to Sri Lanka on April 8 met
with the South Asian nation’s former Prime Minister
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and President Mahinda Rajapaksa. The former leader
thanked the envoy for supporting the Sri Lankan
people and helping the government in the encounter
of terrorism and pandemic-induced crisis.
Furthermore, both sides proposed a commitment to
strengthening the traditional friendship and increasing
cooperation between China and Sri Lanka. [Chinese
Embassy in Sri Lanka Twitter] [World Politics Review]

Mahinda, who entered politics in 1970, became Sri
Lanka's fifth executive president in 2005 after a closely-
fought battle with current President Ranil
Wickremesinghe. During his presidency, Mahinda,
along with his brother, then-Defence Secretary
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, brutally crushed a decades-long
rebellion by the ethnic Tamils in the north. But despite
wartime atrocities, extrajudicial killings and other
systemic abuses, many in Buddhist-majority Sri Lanka
hailed Mahinda for his brutal crushing of the civil war,
calling him a hero.

In May last year, Rajapaksa resigned as Prime Minister
under the government of Gotabaya due to the growing
protests and social unrest.

French President Macron’s comment on
Europe’s position on Taiwan

(dql) French President Emmanuel Macron has caused
furore with comments on Europe's relation to the US
and China and on Europe’s position on Taiwan which
he made in an interview shortly after completing his
visit to China (see entry above).

Speaking with political magazine Politico, Macron
pointed at developing “strategic autonomy” for Europe
to become a “third superpower,” presumably led by
France, and added that “the great risk” for Europe lies
in that it “gets caught up in crises that are not ours,
which prevents it from building its strategic
autonomy.”

He further clarified: “The question Europeans need to
answer ... is it in our interest to accelerate [a crisis] on
Taiwan? No. The worse thing would be to think that we
Europeans must become followers on this topic and
take our cue from the U.S. agenda and a Chinese
overreaction.”

He also proposed that Europe should seek to reduce
its dependence on the “extraterritoriality of the U.S.
dollar,” warning that “If the tensions between the two
superpowers heat up ... we won't have the time nor the
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resources to finance our strategic autonomy and we
will become vassals.” [Politico]

China’s Global Times hailed Macron's remarks as a
“rational and pragmatic warning,” that “signals a dead
end for the US strategy of luring Europe to contain
China.” [Global Times]

Western politicians on both sides of the Atlantic,
meanwhile, heavily criticized the French president,
with German lawmaker and member of the
parliamentary foreign committee Norbert Roettgen
accusing Macron of “turn[ing] his China trip into a PR
coup for Xi and a foreign policy disaster for Europe,"
adding that the French president was "increasingly
isolating himself in Europe." [Norbert Rottgen, Twitter]

U.S. Senator Marco Rubio, for his part, raised the
question whether Macron was speaking for Europe or
for himself and warned if Europe refuses to “pick sides
between the U.S. and China over Taiwan, then maybe
we [the US] shouldn't be picking sides either [on
Ukraine]." [Marco Rubio, Twitter]

The Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China, an
international, cross-party alliance of parliamentarians
from democratic countries that focuses relations with
China, expressed "dismay" over Macron's "ill-judged
remarks," that “undermine the decades-long
commitment of the international community to
maintaining peace across the Taiwan Strait." [Inter-
Parliamentary Alliance on China, Twitter]

The Taiwanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs is cited as
saying that the “French government has repeatedly
expressed concern about the peace and stability of the
Taiwan Strait on international occasions, and its
strategic report also mentioned China's military
threat,” as a response to Macron comments, in a bid to
separate the position of the French government from
that of the French president. [CNA, in Chinese]

Cross-strait relations: Tsai Ing-wen
administration leads Taiwan to danger,
says former president

(dqgl) Former Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou has
made the Taiwanese government responsible for the
current frosty relations between Taiwan and China.

Upon his return from his historic 12-day visit to China,
he said in an interview at Taiwan’s main airport that
tensions between Taiwan and China have seen an
escalation under Taiwan’'s government, accusing the
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current administration under President Tsai Ing-wen of
continuing “to lead Taiwan to danger. The future is a
choice between peace and war.”

He argued that Taiwan and China could share a
"common political basis" that would be in the best
interests of the people of Taiwan.

Ma is the first former Taiwanese president to ever visit
China. Since the defeated Republic of China
government fled to Taiwan in 1949 after losing a civil
war to Mao Zedong's communists, no serving island
leader has visited China.

His trip was strongly opposed by the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party, which in response to his remarks
stated that Ma had become an "accomplice" of
Beijing's "one China" principle, accusing him of failing
to take the opportunity to defend Taiwan's
sovereignty. [Reuters]

Taiwan legislature president highlights
China’s ‘horrendous’ human rights record
in meeting with US delegation

(Im) The President of Taiwan's unicameral legislature,
You Si-kun, has highlighted the Chinese Communist
Party's “horrendous violation of human rights” during a
press conference with a U.S. congressional delegation
last week. You Si-kun made the comments on April 7
during a press conference with members of Congress
following a visit by the U.S. delegation to a session of
Taiwan's legislature.

House members on the trip, led by Rep. Michael
McCaul, chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, also spoke with the Washington Examiner
about the Chinese government's persecution of
Uyghur Muslims, its efforts to assert dominance over
the Catholic Church in China, and its repression of
other religious minorities. [Washington Examiner]

Thailand: New frigate due to arrive from
China; navy delegation to visit Wuhan for
talks on CHD620 engine

(Im) A new frigate serving as a submarine tender, the
HTMS Chang, is scheduled to arrive in Thailand on April
27. The ship was purchased as part of the Royal Thai
Navy (RTN)'s 20-year plan to have a total of four such
large amphibious ships in commission for various
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operations by 2036, as part of its shift towards a
comprehensive approach focused on maritime security
cooperation, collective defense and non-traditional
security threat management. [NNT]

Upon its commission, the HTMS Chang will be
supporting the HTMS Ang Thong until the construction
of a China-built S26T submarine is concluded. The first
of three diesel-electric S26T Yuan-class submarines is
expected to arrive in April 2024.

In related developments, the RTN will send another
delegation to discuss the Chinese-made CHD620 diesel
engines between April 12-17. Manufacturer China
Shipbuilding & Offshore International Co (CSOC) is
pushing the RTN to use the engine on the S26T it had
ordered from the Wuhan-based shipyard as a
substitute for Germany’s MTU396 model that the Thai
navy had used before.

Last August, Thailand said it is open to buying the
Chinese-made CHD620 diesel engines, after
manufacturer CSOC failed to obtain German
equipment as specified in a USD 379 million contract
signed in 2017. Earlier this year, then, a RTN delegation
visited CSOC to observe performance tests on the
CHD620 submarine engine.

Thailand seeks assistance from Iran on
cargo transport via ‘Thai Land Bridge’

(Im) Thailand is seeking assistance from Iran on cargo
transport via its massive “Thai Land Bridge” project in
the country's southern region, which seeks to
significantly facilitate the transport of goods from the
Middle East to the Pacific region. [Bangkok Post]

The so-called Chumphon-Ranong land bridge project
was developed after the concept of a sea passage
linking the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea - the
so-called “Kra Canal” - was dismissed in 2020. The
project became the Thai Land Bridge, which utilizes
road and railway networks to transport goods to and
from deep sea ports on each coast. If built, the project
would provide an alternative route cutting
approximately 650 nautical miles and two to three
days from a journey through the busy Strait of
Malacca, saving transport costs, reducing the risk of
piracy and easing pressure on a waterway forecasted
to exceed its capacity in the next ten years.
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Since April over 9,000 refugees have fled
Myanmar's civil war to seek safety in
Thailand

(aj/ih) Since early April, more than 9,000 refugees from
Myanmar have fled across the border to neighboring
Thailand to escape a clash between the Myanmar
military and armed ethnic rebel groups. In light of this,
Thailand's military has increased its security measures
in response to the fighting and the Royal Thai Air Force
is on standby in case the country's airspace is violated.

In Myanmar’s southern Kayin state bordering Thailand,
a majority ethnic Karen administrative area, rebels
attacked a military outpost, which sparked the fighting
that displaced thousands to find shelter in Thailand.
The refugees, including some 800 children, have taken
up residence in shelters built by Thai locals and aid
workers.

Two days after the fight, tensions began to settle and
about a thousand of the Myanmar nationals returned
home. The remaining 8,000 refugees in Thailand are
wary of returning and are receiving basic necessities
from the Thai government and aid organizations.

Myanmar has been embroiled in civil war with armed
insurgencies all around the country since the
Tatmadaw, the Myanmar military, toppled the elected
civilian government in 2021. [Bangkok Post] [Reuters]
[Thai PBS World]

Thailand, US complete operations
exchange

(aj) The Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF) and the US Western
Air Defense Sector (WADS) in March completed a
command post and battle management operations
exchange. The two militaries discussed air domain
tactics, views on Indo-Pacific affairs, and plans for
future engagement.

The WADS is a unit of the Washington Air National
Guard, and as such, is not in the normal US Air Force
chain of command, unless it is federalized by order of
the US President. This Thai-US military operation falls
under two US initiatives - the joint US-Canada
Operation Noble Eagle (ONE) that was implemented
following 9/11 to monitor American airspace and the
Washington National Guard'’s State Partnership
Program, which promotes military expertise exchange
between the US and its partner countries. [US Air
National Guard]
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US Secretary of State Blinken to visit
Vietnam this week, according to US
senator

(Im) US Secretary of State Antony Blinken will visit
Vietnam this week, Senator Jeff Merkley told a news
conference in Hanoi on April 8, as part of Washington's
efforts to elevate diplomatic relations with Hanoi to a
higher level this year. Blinken's visit, which has not yet
been officially announced, would come after US
President Joe Biden and the chief of Vietnam'’s ruling
Communist Party, Nguyen Phu Trong, agreed in a
phone call on March 30 to "promote, develop and
deepen' ties.

Announcements

Upcoming Events

12 April 2023 @ 1:00-2:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Ukraine’s Cultural Response to War
This hybrid event will present how Ukrainian artists
from across the country have used their work to

protest the war in their country.

Find more details about the event at [Wilson Center].

12 April 2023 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA
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Strait to the Point: Current Challenges for
Taiwan and US-Taiwan Relations

This hybrid event will feature the Ninth Annual Nancy
Bernkopf Tucker Memorial Lecture on U.S.-East Asia
Relations. The theme of the lecture will be “Strait to the
Point: Current Challenges for Taiwan and US-Taiwan
Relations”.

See [Wilson Center] for further information.

12 April 2023 @ 9:30-10:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Stuck in the Middle? Southeast Asian
Choices in an Increasingly Multipolar
World

This webinar will address the attempts of many
Southeast Asian countries to stay neutral or non-
aligned to avoid having to choose between the US and
China amid their increasing competition.

Visit [ISEAS] to learn more about the event.

12 April 2023 @ 3:30-5:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Danish
Institute for International Studies (DIIS), Denmark

Biden's Summit for Democracy in the
shadow of Ukraine

This livestream event will assess US President Joe
Biden’s Summit for Democracy initiative in the shadow
of the war in Ukraine, which has exacerbated the
tensions between democracy and authoritarianism.

For further details, see [DIIS].

13 April 2023 @ 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT+2),
Clingendael, The Netherlands

Lithuanian-Dutch Foreign Affairs and
Security Conference

This livestream event will explore some of the main
questions that will be on the agenda of the NATO
summit in Vilnius in July. These questions include how
the alliance can rise to the challenge and credibly
reinforce its defense and deterrence capabilities.
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Further, are NATO allies willing and capable to invest
what it takes to ‘defend every inch?

Learn more about the event at [Clingendeal].

13 April 2023, 11:00 am (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

The role of digital economy in Ukraine’s
reconstruction

This in-person event and webcast will explore the
opportunities and challenges for the Ukrainian
economy in 2023, addressing especially the question of
how to build resilient digital infrastructure for public
services like education, healthcare, and payments
provision.

More event details are provided at [Atlantic Council].

14 April 2023 @ 9:00-9:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

The Future of Western Aid to Ukraine

This webcast features a conversation with Ambassador
Dereck J. Hogan, Acting Assistant Secretary of State for
European and Eurasian Affairs who will share insights
into the Biden administration’s priorities for Ukraine
aid going forward, potential obstacles, and how the
administration plans to work with European allies and
partners in its response to the war.

For more information, see [CSIS].

14 April 2023 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

The US-South Korea alliance at 70

This in-person event and webcast will discuss the U.S.-
South Korea alliance, with special focus on the
following questions: What is the current state and
future direction of the U.S.-South Korea alliance? What
is the significance of the upcoming Biden-Yoon summit
and what opportunities and challenges lie ahead as the
two leaders pursue a “global strategic comprehensive
alliance?”

Go to [Brookings] to know more about the event.
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14 April 2023 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

The impact of credit ratings on the costs
of development finance in Africa

At this in-person event and webcast, experts will
present findings from a new United Nations
Development Programme report that analyzes credit
ratings methodologies in Africa, discusses financial and
development ramifications, and proposes alternative
approaches for countries where relevant data is
scarce.

For more event details, visit [Brookings].

14 April 2023 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Sanctions and Russia's Defense Industry

This in-person event and webcast will discuss the
question of the overall impact of Western sanctions
and allied export regulations on Russia’s defense
sector to date. It will also examine Moscow's ability to
overcome them.

Further event details are accessible via [CSIS].

17 April 2023 @ 3:00- 4:00 p.m. (GMT+2), German
Institute of Development and Sustainability (IDOS),
Germany

(R)evolution? Exploring the Potential of
Post-development Approaches for
Reforming Development Cooperation

This webinar will discuss to what extent and how
elements of post-development approaches are
reflected in the current policy initiatives of
international development cooperation, with special
attention paid to three examples: German feminist
development policy, the locally led development
approach as a long-standing concept and Global Public
Investment (GPI) as an approach towards a new
concept of international cooperation.

For more information, visit [IDOS].
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18 April 2023, 10:00 am (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

The billion in the distance: How tech
exports can transform Central Asia

This webinar will discuss Central Asia’s IT potential
addressing in particular the following questions: What
more can the countries of Central Asia do to unlock the
potential of their tech communities and grow their IT
sectors? What would that growth in the export-
oriented IT sector mean for the rest of Central Asia's
economies?

Find more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

18 April 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights at 75

At this in-person event and webcast United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk will
present his reflections on the 75th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

18 April 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

70 Years of the US-ROK Alliance: The Past
and the Future

This hybrid event features the 2023 US-ROK Policy
Forum coming shortly ahead of the April 26 ROK
presidential summit. This year's title of the Forum is
“70 Years of the US-ROK Alliance: The Past and the
Future”. US and South Korean experts will discuss key
issues in the alliance, including geostrategic concerns
over the US-China strategic competition and the
implications for South Korea, North Korea's growing
threat, the improvement of US-South Korea-Japan
trilateral relations, and the regional implications of the
ongoing war in Ukraine.

If you are interested, find more details at [Wilson
Center].
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18 April 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Wilson Center, USA

Electoral Reform in Mexico: A Threat to
Democracy

This webinar will explore the implications, challenges,
and opportunities of the electoral reforms on Mexico's
democracy recently proposed President Andrés
Manuel Lopez Obrador.

More information is provided at [Wilson Center].

18 April 2023 @ 2:00-3:15 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Vietham's Leadership Reshuffle:
Dynamics, Implications and Prospects

Against the backdrop of the recent major leadership
shakeup, with the state president and two deputy
prime ministers being replaced in quick succession,
this webinar will examine the reasons behind these
leadership changes, and what they mean for the
country’'s domestic and foreign policy.

Further details are available at [ISEAS].

18 April 2023 @ 2:00-3:00 (GMT+1), International
Institute for Strategic Studies (1ISS), United
Kingdom

Pakistan: Domestic turmoil, protracted
conflict, and regional implications

This webinar will offer a conflict briefing on Pakistan
covering the latest developments in the country and
the impact of current domestic politics on both
internal and regional security.

For more information, see [IISS].

18 April 2023 @ 6:00-7:00 pm (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

What Matters in Asia: the Lowy Power
Index
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This livestream event will present results of 2023 Asia
Power Index that maps the distribution of power in the
Indo-Pacific. The event will offer insight into the most
important strategic issues in Asia, including the
adverse impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on China's
standing in Asia; the revitalisation of key alliances and
partnerships under the Biden administration; the
mixed performance of the region's middle powers,
especially India and Japan; and how Southeast Asia,
including smaller Southeast Asian countries are
exerting their own diplomatic influence.

If you are interested, you can register at [AlIA].

18 April 2023 @ 6:00-7:00 pm (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

Germany'’s Approach to the Indo-Pacific

At this hybrid event, H.E. Dr. Markus Ederer, the
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany to
Australia will speak on Germany's approach to the
Indo-Pacific in light of current challenges to the rules-
based international order.

Further information is available at [AlIA].

Recent Book Releases

Lin Zhang, The Labor of Reinvention:
Entrepreneurship in the New Chinese Digital Economy,
Columbia University Press, 312 pages, published on
March 7, 2023, reviewed in [Asian Review of Books].

Niloufer A. Siddiqui, Under the Gun: Political Parties
and Violence in Pakistan, Cambridge University Press,
300 pages, published on November 17, 2022. For a
review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Nathaniel Adams, The Tragedy of Madagascar: An
Island Nation Confronts the 21st Century, Chronos
Books, 416 pages, published on December 1, 2022. The
book is reviewed in [Foreign Affairs].

Isak Svensson, Daniel Finnbogason, Dino Krause,
Luis Martinez Lorenzo, and Nanar Hawach,
Confronting the Caliphate: Civil Resistance in Jihadist
Proto-States, Oxford University Press, 272 pages,
published on July 26, 2022. The Danish Institute for
International Studies (DIIS) will host a livestream event
on April 27 to discuss the book. For more information,
see [DIIS].
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Calls for Papers

The International Association for Comparative
Fascist Studies (COMFAS) at the Central European
University (CEU), Vienna invites paper proposals for
its Sixth Convention on the theme “Radicalization to
Violence: Paramilitarism in Fascism and the Radical
Right,"” to be held October 6-8, 2023. Abstract
submission deadline is April 15, 2023. For more
information, see [CEU].

The Institute for Turkish Studies at Stockholm
University invites paper proposals for the second
Swedish Middle East and North Africa Network
(SWEMENA) Annual Conference on 24-25 August 2023.
The closing date for abstract submission is April 13,
2023. Details are available at [SWEMENA].

The European Observation Network for Territorial
Development and Cohesion (ESPON) invites tenders
for a high quality research on the topic of resilience.
The research includes the development of a concept
on ‘'territorial resilience’ and an associated policy
framework alongside the pan-European analysis of
territorial trends at the regional scale. The maximum
available budget is EUR 900,000.00. The deadline for
tender submission is April 17, 2023. For more
information, see [ESPON].

Jobs and positions

The United Nations Development Programme seeks
an Admin and Finance Associate to be based in India.
Core responsibility is to maintain oversight of overall
finance-related projects and provide supportin the
finalization of the Annual Work Plan. Applications are
accepted until 1 May 2023. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks
an International Conusltancy to be based in Laos.
Core responsibility is to produce an outline,
methodology, and research plans. Applications are
accepted until 19 April 2023. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks
a Data Science and Natural Language Processing
Analys. Core responsibility is to support the design,
development, and maintenance of the automated data
processing pipelines. Applications are accepted until 25
April 2023. More information is provided at [UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme seeks
a Training and Networking Coordinator. Core
responsibility is to develop a broad strategy on the
related activities and supervise the translation of
training materials. Applications are accepted until 25
April 2023. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks
an Engagement Analyst. Core responsibility is to
manage the communication with relevant personnel
and support the delivery of related programmes.
Applications are accepted until 22 April 2023. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The World Food Programme seeks an International
Consultant on Food Technology to be based in
Afghanistan. Core responsibility is to coordinate food
quality and safety improvement of local
manufacturers. Applications are accepted until 23 April
2023. More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme seeks a Staff Counsellor
to be based in Sudan. Core responsibility is to provide
support counselling services to staff and manage the
content of related programmes in Sudan. Applications
are accepted until 30 April 2023. More information is
provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme seeks a Chief Business
Development and Digital Transformation to be based
in Italy. Core responsibility is to lead the consolidation
and expansion of the UN Fleet Digital Platform.
Applications are accepted until 27 April 2023. More
information is provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme seeks a Business
Support Assistant to be based in Sudan. Core
responsibility is to provide general assistance on
general HR issues and respond to relevant questions.
Applications are accepted until 20 April 2023. More
information is provided at [WEP].

The World Food Programme seeks an Administration
Assistant to be based in Sudan. Core responsibility is
to support the processing and managing process
related to the administrative and financial tasks.
Applications are accepted until 20 April 2023. More
information is provided at [WEP].

The World Health Organization seeks an
International Consultant to be based in Egypt. Core
responsibility is to draft regional report based on the
collected survey and engage in epidemiological works.
Applications are accepted until 27 April 2023. More
information is provided at [WHQO].
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The World Health Organization seeks a Consultant
on Health Law and Ethics. Core responsibility is to
develop brief guidance note for policymakers and
prepare and deliver related webminar. Applications are
accepted until 25 April 2023. More information is
provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization seeks a Data
Management Officer to be based in the Republic of
Congo. Core responsibility is to support overal data
management for polio and immunization programmes.
Applications are accepted until 28 April 2023. More
information is provided at [WHQO].

The World Health Organization seeks a Medical
Officer to be based in Egypt. Core responsibility is to
provide strategic technical advice to relevant
stakeholders and coordinate operational research in
priority health problems. Applications are accepted
until 30 April 2023. More information is provided at
[WHO].

The World Health Organization seeks a Regional
Staff physician to be based in Egypt. Core
responsibility is to conduct medical examinations and
evaluations and evaluate local and regional medical
facilities. Applications are accepted until 1 May 2023.
More information is provided at [WHO].

The United Nations Children's Fund seeks a Child
Protection Specialist to be based in Ukraine. Core
responsibility is to support the preparation, design,
and updating of the situation analysis and participate
in strategic programme discussion. Applications are
accepted until 1 May 2023. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund seeks a Chief
Social Policy to be based in Malawi. Core responsibility
is to superwise team members and improve the use of
public financial resources for children. Applications are
accepted until 24 April 2023. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund seeks a Regional
Advisor on Adolescents to be based in Nepal. Core
responsibility is to provide technical assistance, quality
assurance, and oversight to Country Offices in the
area. Applications are accepted until 23 April 2023.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund seeks a Chief
Human Resources Services to be based in India. Core
responsibility is to lead a team of human resources
professionals. Applications are accepted until 24 April
2023. More information is provided at [UNICEF].
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The United Nations Children's Fund seeks an
Adolescent Development Officer to be based in
Guinea. Core responsibility is to support the
development of effective, integrated strategies for
adolescent and youth engagement in advocacy and
campaigning. Applications are accepted until 24 April
2023. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks a Financial
Information Officer to be based in the United States.
Core responsibility is to provide business analysis,
technical directions and operational support in
finance-related matters. Applications are accepted
until 20 May 2023. More information is provided at
[UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks an Associate
Security Officer to be based in Kenya. Core
responsibility is to perform routine investigations or
security assessments for the organization. Applications
are accepted until 19 May 2023. More information is
provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks a Judicial
Affairs Officer to be based in Irag. Core responsibility
is to provide expert advice on international human
rights and implement legal and judicial programmes
for the organization. Applications are accepted until 23
April 2023. More information is provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks a Senior
Programme Officer. Core responsibility is to work
closely with the IT department to contribute to IT-
related initiatives. Applications are accepted until 30
April 2023. More information is provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks an Assistant
Secretary General for Youth Affairs to be based in
the United States. Core responsibility is to lead
collaboration, coordination, engagement, and
advocacy for the advancement of youth issues in the
UN. Applications are accepted until 1 May 2023. More
information is provided at [UN].

The International Rescue Committee seeks a
Housing Coordinator to be based in the United States.
Core responsibility is to supervise and support IRC's
housing initiatives and conduct outreach activities to
realtor and realtor associations. Applications are
accepted until 8 June 2023. More information is
provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee seeks a Clinical
Therapist to be based in the United States. Core
responsibility is to provide intake and manage
activities related to the clients’ needs. Applications are
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accepted until 8 June 2023. More information is
provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee seeks an
Executive Assistant for Global Policy and Advocacy to
be based in the United States. Core responsibility is to
provide hands-on support to manage high-level
internal and external calendar scheduling and
maintain team calendar and related scheduling.
Applications are accepted until 1 September 2023.
More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee seeks a Mental
Health Program Specialist to be based in the United
States. Core responsibility is to promote mental health
and psychosocial support within the affected
communities. Applications are accepted until 7 June
2023. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee seeks an
Asylum Seekers and Families Specialist to be based in
the United States. Core responsibility is to conduct
client intakes and answer clients’ questions on asylum
process. Applications are accepted until 2 June 2023.
More information is provided at [IRC].

Team:

Amanda Jaroen (aj), Chanon Atom (ca), Duc Quang Ly
(dql), Fabian Beck (fb), Giovanni Puglisi (gp), Henning
Glaser (hg), lan Hollinger (ih), Loong Dien Min (Idm), Lucas
Meier (Im), Manmehak Kaur (mk), Natalie Svinina (ns),
Peer Morten Strantzen (ms), Priyankka Araasu (pa), Sheikh
Afif Bin Zaman (as), Syed Faizal Aljunied (sfa), Tomwit
Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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