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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue informing you about the latest

events, developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Syria’s

Evacuation Day and Zimbabwe’s Independence Day

this week.

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Big banks plan large bond sale

(ms) China's "big four banks", the Industrial and

Commercial Bank of China, the China Construction

Bank, the Agricultural Bank of China, and the Bank of

China, are planning large-scale bond sales worth at

least USD 6 billion to meet mandatory capital

requirements by early 2025.

According to Bloomberg information, the exact

amount of the planned sales has not yet been

determined, but all four banks plan to sell at least USD

1.5 billion of bonds each and could start the sales as

early as June.

The reason for the large sale is that in order to meet

the requirements for global systemically important

banks, the banks must have a total loss absorbing

capacity (TLAC) of 16 percent of their risk-weighted

assets by January 1, 2025.



To achieve the targets, the four banks are now

planning to issue a more senior type of TLAC bond that

can also be used toward meeting regulatory

requirements, instead of additional Tier 1 and Tier 2

bonds, as in the case of failure the holders may absorb

losses after the other two instruments.

According to S&P Global Ratings, the four major

Chinese state-owned banks that are considered

globally systemically important face a capital shortfall

of USD 550 billion by 2025 to meet TLAC requirements.

Therefore, the now large-seeming plans could be just

the beginning to actually reach the requirements.

[Bloomberg] [S&P Global]

China: Supreme court judge sentenced to 12

years in prison

(ms) Meng Xiang, the former supreme court judge and

former director of the supreme court's trial committee,

a group of high-ranking officials selected by the

National People's Congress, was sentenced to 12 years

in prison for taking bribes. Meng is accused of

accepting the equivalent of USD 3.3 million in illegal

payments between 2003 and 2020.

The investigation underlying the current verdict began

in July 2021 as part of the "self-rectification" campaign

that began that year, in which anti-corruption

authorities targeted the country's law enforcement

and judicial agencies. [Caixin Global] [South China

Morning Post]

China: Jimmy Lai files lawsuit against Hong

Kong government for visa denial of his

lawyer

(ms) Jimmy Lai, the Hong Kong media tycoon and

entrepreneur and founder of the now defunct pro-

democracy newspaper Apple Daily, filed a lawsuit

against Hong Kong's government on April 11 over its

refusal to issue a work visa to his British lawyer

Timothy Owens.

Lai's national security case caused a great stir over the

legal basis for appointing foreign lawyers in national

security trials. After first three instances, concluding

with the Court of Final Appeal, rejected applications by

the Hong Kong government and the Department of

Justice to prohibit Owen from practicing as Lai's

defense counsel, Chief Executive John Lee ka-chiu

personally intervened. Lee approached the mainland
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Chinese government and asked the Standing

Committee of the National People's Congress (NPC) to

examine the legal situation regarding the authorization

of British judge Owen as Lai's legal representative. The

NPC, in the process, transferred final decision-making

authority regarding the permission of foreign lawyers

in National Security cases away from the city's courts

towards Lee and the Committee for Safeguarding

National Security, a body under the authority of the

NPC. Observers saw this as a serious break in the

judicial independence of the city judiciary [see AiR No.

1, January/2023, 1].

As a result of the new prevailing legal basis, the

issuance of a work visa for Owen was suspended, and

it is this decision from December 2022 that Lai and his

legal team have now filed a lawsuit against. They argue

"that if the committee [for Safeguarding National

Security] is empowered to decide whether any judicial

procedure is related to national security, the entire

judicial system will collapse given the fact that the

committee is not itself subject to any judicial review

processes." Neither the Justice Department nor the

Hong Kong government has yet commented on the

charges.

Lai is currently serving a five years and nine months

prison sentence for two counts of fraud [see AiR No.

50, December/2022, 2] and faces three national

security charges including two counts of conspiracy to

collude with foreign countries or external elements

and one count of collusion with foreign forces, the trial

on the charges has been postponed to September this

year. [Hong Kong Free Press] [Radio Free Asia]

China: Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong

sentenced to three months in prison

(ms) Prominent Hong Kong activist and part of the

Hong Kong 47, Joshua Wong was sentenced on April 17

to three months in prison for doxxing, meaning the

posting of personal information online, of a police

officer who shot at a protester during an altercation in

the wake of the 2019 anti-government protests.

The jail term was imposed based on a 2019 injunction

issued by the Hong Kong Supreme Court in response

to the protests, which banned the publication of

personal data of police officers involved in the 2019

protests against the Extradition Act, as well as the data

of their family members.

Wong faces, if found guilty. up to life imprisonment in

another trial as part of the Hong Kong 47, a group of
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former members of the Hong Kong Legislative Council

(LegCo), activists and journalists accused of "conspiracy

to commit subversion" by holding unofficial pre-

election primaries in July 2020 [see AiR No. 6,

February/2023, 1]. [Associated Press] [Hong Kong Free

Press 1]

The sentencing in another case related to the anti-

government protests took place on April 13. Four Hong

Kong men were sentenced to prison terms ranging

from 26 to 28 months for participating in riots during

the 2019 anniversary of Hong Kong's handover from

British to Chinese control. In addition to prison terms,

one man, who was a minor at the time of the riot, was

sentenced to time in an educational institution. [Hong

Kong Free Press 2]

China: Revision of military recruitment

policy

(ms) Just days after the end of large-scale military drills

around Taiwan in response to Taiwanese President

Tsai Ing-wen's visit to the U.S. [see AiR No. 15,

April/2023, 2], the Chinese government, together with

the Central Military Commission (CMC), unveiled on

April 12 new rules for wartime military recruitment

scheduled to take effect on May 1.

While the exact text of the 74 new or revised articles is

not yet known, they aim to focus recruitment efforts

on "preparing for war" and increase efficiency by

calling up "high caliber" recruits. Part of the new

articles is also the first drafting of a separate section

that specifically focuses only on wartime recruiting.

This states, among other things, that ex-soldiers would

be given priority, and are expected to be transferred to

their original unit or to a similar position in case of war.

Also, the new regulations give the State Council and

the CMC the possibility to adjust the recruitment

conditions and methods "within the framework

prescribed by law". However, it is still difficult to

predict the exact extent of these possible adjustments.

The revision of the regulations is part of the Chinese

government's efforts to optimize its legal system to

support the growing effort of wartime preparedness

more effectively. [NDTV] [South China Morning Post 1]

[Xinhua]

Fittingly, President and Chairman of the CMC Xi Jinping,

during his visit to Zhanjiang in southern Guangdong

Province, called for the continuation of efforts in

transforming the People's Liberation Army (PLA) into a

modern fighting force. For this purpose, he calls for
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conducting "real combat-oriented exercises" and

adopting innovative modern warfare concepts.

The South Sea Fleet, which is part of the Southern

Theater Command and has its headquarters in

Zhanjiang, which Xi visited, is primarily responsible for

enforcing China's territorial claims in the South China

Sea. Due to the nine-dash line, which represents the

borders according to Chinese conception, but clearly

restricts many of the surrounding countries in their

territory, it came repeatedly to conflicts within the

South China Sea, in which China could usually prevail,

however, by their generally clearly superior military

contingent. [South China Morning Post 2]

However, the Southern Theatre Command also has a

supporting role in the control of the Taiwan Strait,

which is why the demand formulated by XI together

with the revision of the recruitment policy can be

interpreted as a continuation of China's increasingly

aggressive course regarding the reunification of

Taiwan with mainland China. The Chinese government

has repeatedly emphasized that it prefers peaceful

reunification, but that it will not shy away from the use

of military means if necessary. Tsai's visit to the U.S. or

that of former Speaker of the U.S. House of

Representatives Nancy Pelosi to Taiwan in August of

last year [see AiR No. 32, August/2022, 2], gave China

the chance to train the procedure in the event of a

military takeover of Taiwan in the course of live action

drills, including the setting up of blockades around

Taiwan or the simulated shelling of strategically

important targets in and around the island.

China: Continued military maneuvers

around Taiwan

(ms) The People's Liberation Army (PLA) Eastern

Theater Command continued to conduct smaller

military exercises after the end of the three-day large-

scale military maneuvers from April 8 to 10 in response

to Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen's meeting with

Kevin McCarthy, Speaker of the US House of

Representatives, in the US on April 5 [see AiR No. 15,

April/2023, 2].

In addition to standard patrols conducted on a daily

basis in the Strait by China, a variety of military

exercises were conducted. Among other things the

frigate Xuzhou of the type 054A accomplished air

defense and missile defense exercises in the waters

east of the island Taiwan, likewise Joint anti-submarine

exercises are to have been performed. The extent of

the drills, however, is still much less than during the
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three-day military exercises, during which 70-92

aircraft per day ascended, Taiwan's Ministry of

National Defense reports only 8 to 35 per day since.

[Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense via Twitter]

Chinese military officials justified the continued drills,

"while the combat alert patrols and Joint Sword

exercises ended on Monday, the PLA's military

operations against the Taiwan independence forces

will continue," and that "similar military operations will

not stop as long as Taiwan independence forces

continue to exist." [Global Times]

China: Y-20 transport aircraft gets new

engine

(ms) The Chinese state media outlet, Global Times

confirmed that the Chinese large transport aircraft Y-

20 will be equipped with a New engine type with high

bypass ratio.

The first images of the Y-20 with the new engine were

published on the Chinese social media platform Weibo

at the beginning of April, in which the aircraft already

completed its first maneuvers. The engine is a variant

of the Chinese-made WS-20 engine and is a further

step in the Chinese government's efforts to become

more self-sufficient and less dependent on foreign

technologies.

The high-pass engine is said to have a higher thrust

and at the same time consumes less fuel, which should

allow the Y-20 to take off on shorter runways and fly

longer distances in the future. [Global Times] [The

Drive] [Zhao DaShuai 无条件爱国 via Twitter]

Japan: Smoke bomb attack at prime minister

(dql) Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida was

targeted by a smoke bomb that was thrown at him on

April 15 while he was campaigning in Wakayama

prefecture to support his ruling Liberal Democratic

Party’s candidate in a local election (see entry below).

Authorities arrested a 24-year old suspect at the scene

who is said to have also carried a second explosive and

a knife at the time of the attack. Police raided his home

a day later. His motivation remains unclear so far.

[BBC] [Kyodo News]

While Kishida and other people were unharmed, the

incident brought back of the assassination of  former
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Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in July last year when he

was shot dead with a homemade gun during a

campaign speech held in support a LDP candidate in

the Upper House election in neighboring prefecture

Nara (see AiR No. 28, July/2022, 2).

Japan: Campaign period of Lower House by-

elections kicks off

(dql) On April 11, the official campaign period for four

by-elections for Japan’s House of Representatives,

began. 

The elections will be held April 23, when a fifth by-

election will be held, too, in which the seat

representing Oita Prefecture, southwestern Japan, in

the House of Councillors, will be up for grabs. 

The five by-elections are viewed as important for Prime

Minister Fumio Kishida's administration, as results are

believed to affect his decision on a possible dissolution

of the Lower House for a snap election.

Election issues are expected to be centered around

rising prices and Japan’s declining birth rate. In the by-

election for Wakayama Constituency, ruling Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) candidate and former lower

house member Hirofumi Kado is running against three

other candidates. During a campaign event of the LDP,

a smoke bomb was thrown at Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida who was due to hold a speech in support of

Kado (see entry above). [Nippon.com] [The Japan

News]

Japan: Shrinking population trend continues

(dql) Japan is in urgent need to set up a social system

to tackle both a declining birthrate and a graying

population as latest government data on the country’s

population have been released last week. 

Statistics presented by the Ministry of Internal Affairs

and Communications revealed that Japan’s population

dropped by 556,000 in 2022 from a year earlier to

124.9 million, marking the 12th straight year of

decrease. . 

According to the ministry, last year’s population,

including foreign residents, stood at 124,947,000, while

the number of Japanese nationals fell by 750,000 to

122,031,000, making it the largest margin of decline

since comparable data were collected in 1950. 
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Further, the country’s working population, or people

between 15 and 64, shrank by 296,000 to 74,208,000.

This  accounts for 59.4 percent of the overall

population and was on par with the record low from

2021. 

Meanwhile, those 14 and younger accounted for a

record low of 11.6 percent of the total population,

while people 65 and older made up a record high of 29

percent. 

With these numbers, Japan is among the countries

with the lowest birth rates in the world. At the same

time, it has one of the highest life expectancies, with

almost one in 1,500 people being 100 or older. [Kyodo

News] [CNN]

Japan: Prime Minister urged to prioritize

nuclear issue at upcoming G7 summit

(dql) Leaders of non-governmental organizations,

belonging to Civil 7 - an umbrella organization

comprising NGOs from 72 countries and over 700

people, met with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida on April 12 and demanded that he prioritizes

the discussion about action for a nuclear weapons free

world at the upcoming G7 summit, Japan will be

hosting in May in Hiroshima, that was devastated by an

atomic bombing in 1945.

They, further, urged leaders of the G7 to include in the

final communique commitments such as a

condemnation of threats to use nuclear weapons and

to immediately initiate talks to achieve the complete

elimination of nuclear weapons before 2045.

Kishida promised to hold “sincere discussions” at the

G-7 summit, adding that he will “consider what form I

could include these commitments in the

communique.” [Kyodo News]

In a separate move on the same day, the Japan Climate

Initiative (JCI), an alliance of companies, local

governments and NGOs, has issued a statement calling

on the Kishida administration to accelerate the

introduction of renewable energy and quickly adopt

carbon pricing to address global warming. 

The statement was made shortly ahead of the meeting

of G7 climate ministers held on April 15-16 in Sapporo

to discuss efforts to address climate change. [CNA]
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Japan: Plan for country’s first-ever casino

approved

(dql) A plan to build Japan's first casino in the western

city of Osaka, was approved on April 14, paving the

way for the opening of a USD 13.5 billion resort in 2029

that will include include hotels, a conference centre,

shopping mall, museum and ferry terminal, while high-

rollers will have access to an adjacent helicopter pad.

Casinos and other private gambling were illegal in

Japan until 2018 when integrated resort (IR) law

allowed for an exception to casino games such as

poker or baccarat offered at officially approved

establishments as part of an effort to attract tourists. 

Japan is viewed as a prized market for casino operators

because of its affluent population of 126 million and

proximity to Asia's wealthy gamblers. Opinion polls,

however, have shown fear about addiction and crime

among citizens. [Channel News Asia]

Japan: Defense ministry signs deal on long-

range missiles, submarines with Mitsubishi

Heavy Industries

(dql) Japan’s Defense Ministry and Mitsubishi Heavy

Industries,  the country’s top defense contractor,

concluded contracts for the development and mass

production of long-range missiles. The contracts are

worth USD 2.8 billion, with production to begin this

year and deployment expected for early 2026. 

According to information from the ministry, enhanced

versions of Mitsubishi’s Type 12 missiles for surface,

sea and air launches are part of the contracts, in

addition to a hypersonic ballistic missile for the

defense of remote islands.

No information about the number of missiles that will

be deployed was given, but the ministry indicated a

gradual increase of the production over the next five

years. [Defense News]

Under a second contract worth USD 595 million,

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries will supply and test missile

prototypes of submarine-launched missiles capable of

striking enemy ships by fiscal 2027. [Stars and Stripes]

The two contracts are in line with the National Security

Strategy that Japan announced in December (see AiR

No. 51, December/2022, 3) under which the country 

seeks to strengthen its military power to deter

potential threats from China, North Korea and Russia.
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That includes the development of a preemptive strike

capability, which marks a break from Japan’s postwar

commitment to limit its military to self-defense.

Japan: Bodies found during deep-sea search

for missing SDF helicopter 

(dql) Japan’s Ground Self-Defense Force (GSDF) has

announced that five bodies were found on April 16 on

the northern side of Irabu Island following a deep-sea

dive in search of a Japan Self-Defense Forces UH-60JA

helicopter that is believed to have crashed into the sea

on April 6 shortly after shortly after taking off from a

base on Miyako Island.

The GSDF also stated that a part of the chopper was

found, but stopped short of confirming that the bodies

are those of the 10 personnel aboard the helicopter.

[Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Cabinet adopts revised draft law

on political parties 

(dql) The Mongolian Cabinet has adopted proposals

and conclusions on the revised draft of the Law on

Political Parties that President of Mongolia Ukhnaagiin

Khurelsukh had initiated. 

Under the revised bill issues related to the registration

of political parties have been specified in more detail,

including - among others - how to register and confirm

the amount of the party's capital and its changes, what

information are needed in the state registration

certificate, the documents to be created for

registration and changes and movements, and on what

basis, by whom and by what procedures it would be

registered in the state registration. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Anti-corruption strategy unveiled

(dql) Mongolia’s Independent Authority Against

Corruption (IAAC), the country’s anti-corruption

agency, has presented a comprehensive national

strategy to combat corruption in the country’s public

sector that identifies 45 goals to be achieved by 2030.

Among them are “strengthening a corruption-free

public service; effective participation of citizens, civil

society and media; the independence of state

institutions; reducing the risk of corruption in
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budgeting and procurement; and tackling theft,

embezzlement, and waste.” 

The strategy has been submitted to the parliament for

further consideration. [PR Newswire]

This comes as the Mongolian government has declared

2023 as “Year of Combating Corruption” and launched

an anti-corruption initiative earlier this year (see AiR

No. 7, February/2023, 2) in response to angry protests

that erupted last December over the scandal of

400,000 tons of stolen coal and that saw former

President Khaltmaagiin Battulga and other former and

current lawmakers investigated over corruption

allegations (see AiR No. 51, December/2022, 3).

The investigation into the USD 1.8 billion coal theft

case is still going on. Mongolia is considering

requesting assistance from China to obtain

information about officials or company executives who

may have absconded. China accounts for over 80

percent of Mongolia’s coal exports. [Asia Times]

South Korea: Opposition party hit by

corruption verdict and allegations

(dql) On April 12 the Seoul Central District Court has

sentenced former Deputy Secretary General of the

main opposition Democratic Party (DP) Lee Jung-geun

to 4.5 years in prison after finding her guilty of

accepting more than USD 750.000 in bribes and illegal

political funds from a businessman between December

2019 and January 2022 in return for promises to lobby

government officials and public institutions for

business favors. [Yonhap News Agency]

On the same day, about  20 locations, including the

homes and offices, of lawmakers Youn Kwan-suk and

Lee Sung-man of the opposition Democratic Party (DP)

have been raided by prosecutors. The two lawmakers

are suspected of accepting illegal political funds worth

millions of won in the context of the 2021 party

leadership election. They denied the allegations, calling

the investigation a politically motivated move. [Yonhap

News Agency 2]

The ruling he ruling People Power Party (PPP) doubled

down and demanded thorough investigation. [Yonhap

News Agency 3]

South Korea: Opposition party to continue to

push for contentious grain bill
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(dql) The main opposition Democratic Party (DP) has

announced that it will continue to push for the

contentious revision of the Grain Management Act, the

so-called grain bill after it was defeated in the revote

on the bill in parliament on April 13. The revote was

prompted by President Yoon Suk-yeol’s veto against

the bill. . 

With 290 lawmakers in attendance, the bill failed to

secure the two-third majority needed for the passage

of a vetoed bill, rejected with 177 for and 112 against

with most of the lawmakers of the ruling People Power

Party which holds 115 seats in the parliament voting

against the bill. 

The DP supports the bill arguing that it provides

protection to farmers by requiring the government is

required to purchase excess rice if production

surpasses estimated demand by 3-5 percent, or if

prices drop by 5-8 percent or more compared with the

previous year (see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2). The

demand for rice has seen a steady decline as South

Koreans are changing their diet and eating habits.

Critics, however, view the legislation as a short-sighted

populist policy with which the DP seeks court farmer

voters ahead of next year's general elections, adding

that the measure would lead to more overproduction

and further falling rice prices. [KBS] [Yonhap News

Agency]

South Korea: 1st launch of commercial-grade

satellite upcoming

(dql) South Korea’s science ministry has revealed plans

to conduct the country’s  first launch of a commercial-

grade satellite aboard a domestically built rocket on

May 24. One main satellite tasked with verifying

imaging radar technology and observing cosmic

radiation in near-Earth orbit, along with seven  other

smaller cube-shaped satellites will be involved in the

launch.

While the ministry stressed the homegrown Nuri space

launch vehicle does not serve military purposes,

observers claim that with the development of such

rockets South Koreas would eventually be able to

acquire technologies needed to build bigger missiles

and launch reconnaissance satellites. [AP News]

Taiwan: Ruling party officially names

candidate for presidential election
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(dql) Taiwan’s ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) party has formally named Vice President and

party leaderLai Ching-te as its candidate for the

presidential elections scheduled for January 2024.

The official announcement of Lai’s candidacy by the

party was made on April 12 and is likely to anger China

as Lai is known to be more outspoken than incumbent

President Tsai Ing-wen in his confrontational stance

towards Beijing. In this acceptance speech he made

clear that the “election next year will be a choice

between totalitarianism and democracy.” [Lai Ching-te,

Twitter]

In January, Lai succeeded Tsai as DPP’s party leader

after the party suffered a crushing defeat in last

November's local elections (see AiR No. 48,

November/2022, 5). 

The main opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT) has

yet to announce its candidate. The competition within

the party seems to boil down to a two-face race

between New Taipei City Mayor Hou You-yi and

Foxconn Chairman Terry Gou. [Al Jazeera] [Taiwan

News]

In the latest development, a former KMT member has

accused Hou of bribery in the context of a 2014 district

election when he was allegedly trying to pay off a

candidate to drop out of the political race. [Taipei

Times]

Taiwan: Environmental activists demand

passage of bill on marine bio-diversity

(dql) Activists from Greenpeace Taiwan have

demanded that Taiwan’s political parties push for a 

quick passage of a bill to revise the 2019 Ocean Basic

Act and criticized the government for inaction in this

matter over the past three years..

The bill was submitted to the Cabinet for review in July

2020, but had yet to be sent to the parliament.

Under the Ocean Basic Act, the government was

required to formulate regulations to set up a marine

pollution control regime within two years. [Taiwan

News]

Taiwan: Food delivery unions calls for

government efforts to tackle low payment of

delivery workers
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(dql) Taiwan’s food delivery workers union has urged

the government to revise current legislation to better

regulate working conditions. 

The union specifically seeks to lift the current limit of

12 working hours for delivery workers. It also demands

that the government address the problem that delivery

platforms have reduced the baseline remuneration per

order from about NTD 120 (USD 4) to NTD 44 (USD

1.4). 

71 percent  of Taiwanese consumers use food delivery

services, according to a report of Market Intelligence &

Consulting Institute (MCI), a Taipei based market

research and business consulting company. [Taiwan

News]

Taiwan: Members of human trafficking

receive high prison sentences

(dql) A court in Taipei has sentenced the leader of a

Taiwanese criminal gang to 18 years in prison.

Additional jail sentences ranging from 11 to 16.5 years

have stuck down against eight accomplices.

The court found the nice gang members guilty of

trafficking 88 victims into forced labor in Cambodia

after posting in November 2021 Facebook ads on high-

paying, Cambodia-based jobs in customer service for

gaming and gambling websites. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Increase of number of military

police officers under consideration

(dql) Taiwan is reportedly considering doubling the

number of military police officers from 5,000 to 10,000,

as part of efforts to a potential “decapitation strike”

against President Tsai Ing-wen or the Presidential

Office Building. Such an attack has long been viewed as

a possibility, with Chinese troops even using a scale

replica of the building in the desert of Inner Mongolia

to simulate an attack.

According to reports, a gradual expansion of the force

is envisioned, with an estimated 818 new officers to be

added within 2023. 

Currently, out of the 210,000 troops in Taiwan's armed

forces around 5,000 belong to the military police.

Government approval of the increase of the size of the

military police is yet to be finalized. It would also make
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necessary a coordination with the extension of

compulsory military service to one year from 2024 that

was decided last December (see AiR  No. 52,

December/2022, 4). [Taiwan News] [Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Detained Hifazat-e-Islam

leaders get recommendation for release,

home minister says

(az/lm) Jailed leaders of Hifazat-e-Islam Bangladesh, a

far-right Islamic group of madrassah teachers and

students, are being recommended for release and

most of them have already been free, the South Asian

country’s home minister said at an event in the port

city of Chattogram, an Hifazat-e-Islam stronghold, on

April 13. In regards to the government’s relationship

with the group, Minister Asaduzzaman Khan said the

administration would “welcome” its work to spread

Islam in the country. [The Daily Star]

Against this backdrop, it is important to recall that

Hefazat-e-Islam was formed in 2010 to protest against

the ruling Awami League’s women’s development

policy, which proposed to confer equal rights of

inheritance on women. The alliance of Islamist parties

was opposed to this policy as it contradicts Sharia law.

Since then, relations between the two sides have gone

through several ups and downs, most notably

following the construction of a sculpture of the Father

of the Nation Sheikh Rahman in December 2020, and

the Dhaka visit by Indian Prime Minister Narendra
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Modi in March 2021 [see AiR No. 48, December/2020,

1, AiR No. 13, March/2021, 5].

Bangladesh: Police arrest man who told

media about alleged brutality in custody

(az/lm) Police in Bangladesh on April 9 arrested a

young man who recounted his experience of being

allegedly tortured while in the custody of Bangladesh's

elite counterterrorism force to German broadcaster

Deutsche Welle – just days after the story was

published.

In 2021, former gang member Nafiz Mohammad Alam

was arrested for illegally stocking and selling foreign

liquor. In a documentary published on April 3 Alam

details alleged torture by members of the Rapid Action

Battalion (RAB), a special unit of Bangladesh’s police

long accused of kidnapping and torture. The expose

also suggests that key figures in the ruling government

may be using RAB for political gain, with tacit approval

from the highest offices in the South Asian country.

Although Alam was picked up days after the release of

the documentary, the Dhaka Metropolitan Police

claimed in a statement that his detention has nothing

to do with the film. They say he was taken into custody

in connection with a pornography-related case dating

to 2021. They also say he broke the law by illegally

stocking alcohol at home. [Voice of America] [OCCRP]

[Deutsche Welle]

Bangladesh: Gunfight between police,

Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army leaves two

dead

(az) A gunfight between an Armed Police Battalion

(APBn) and members of the Arakan Rohingya Salvation

Army at Rohingya refugee settlements in Bangladesh’s

district of Cox's Bazar have left one civilian and one

ARSA commander dead. After the APBn forces busted

an ARSA militants’ position, the members of ARSA

started indiscriminate firing at them and later fled

away. Two police members were also injured during

the gunfight. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Power generation hits the

highest record
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(az) On 13 April, according to the Bangladesh Power

Development Board (BPDB), the power generation

broke the highest record in the history of Bangladesh.

Power plants in Bangladesh generated 15,304

megawatts of electricity during the morning that day.

Currently, Bangladesh is facing a severe power crisis

because of fuel shortage for power supply. All across

the country, people are having regular, frequent power

cuts. This record-breaking power generation will

support people during the month of Ramadan, PDB

hopes. [Dhaka Tribune]

India: Supreme Court begins historic hearing

of same-sex marriage petitions

(mk/lm) India’s Supreme Court on April 18 heared final

arguments on a number of petitions seeking the legal

recognition of same-sex marriage. The apex court has

called it a “seminal” issue of great importance and set

up a five-judge constitution bench to hear the clutch of

petitions; furthermore, the hearings were

livestreamed. [BBC] [The Hindu] [The Scroll]

In its latest court filing on April 16, the central

government buttressed its opposition to gay marriage

rights, adding that issues touching upon human

relations such as marriage should be legislated by

Parliament and not decided by the courts. It also

expressed anxieties about the way in which same-sex

marriages could affect the Indian “social ethos” as well

as the “psychological impact” such relationships could

have on children.

The 18 couples that have petitioned the Supreme

Court to allow same-sex marriage argue that the apex

court’s 2018 verdict which decriminalized

homosexuality had simultaneously upheld the

individual right to family and choice of partners. In light

of this, they say it is unjust that they still lack legal

backing for their unions, a basic right enjoyed by

heterosexual married couples.

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh — the ideological

progenitor of Prime Minister Modi’s Hindu-nationalist

Bharatiya Janata Party — had announced in March it

opposed marriage equality. Notably, however, at least

two Muslim religious groups have also placed their

opposition before the apex court. The National

Commission for Protection of Child Rights also joined

the fray of opponents to marriage equality, stating in

an affidavit before the court that the existing legal

system in India does not envision same-sex couples

having custody over or adopting children. [Bloomberg]
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In contrast, the Delhi Commission for Protection of

Child Rights, a state-level independent body for the

National Capital Region, has backed marriage equality

and the capability of same-sex couples as parents. The

Indian Psychiatrist Society also in a statement earlier

this month urged for the members of the LGBTQ

community to be treated at par with all citizens of the

country.

India: Supreme Court defers Muslim quota

hearing after Karnataka government seeks

time to reply

(mk/lm) India’s Supreme Court on April 18 deferred by

one week its hearing on pleas against the proposed

scrapping of reservations to Muslims under the so-

called Other Backward Class (OTB) category in

Karnataka, after the state’s government sought time to

fill its reply. [Deccan Herald]

The OTB is a collective term used by the Indian

government to classify castes which are educationally

or socially backward. It is one of several official

classifications of the population of India, along with

General castes, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled

Tribes (SCs and STs). Members of the OTB category are

entitled to privileges of promotion and reservations in

public sector employment and higher education.

In March, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led state

government decided to scrap an OTB category that

exclusively included Muslims and place them under

the Economically Weaker Sections category. The 4

percent reservation previously allocated to Muslims

was to be shared by two dominant communities of the

state — Vokkaligas and Lingayats.

Representing Karnaka’s state government, the Solicitor

General told the Supreme Court on April 13 that the

Karnataka Third Backward Class Commission in 1990

had considered Muslims as only educationally

backward, not socially backward. At the same hearing,

a former Advocate General of the Modi government

who represented petitioners from Karnataka’s

Vokkaliga and Lingayat communities, stated that the

reservation given to Muslims in Karnataka was based

on religion, which is unconstitutional. [The Wire]

The Constitutional Bench, however, asserted the

socially and economically backward status of Muslims

by quoting the report of the Karnataka Third Backward

Class Commission, which had considered Muslims in

the state as both educationally and socially backward.

Against this backdrop, the apex court told the
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Karnataka state government that its decision to scrap

the four percent quota for Muslims was based on

“absolutely fallacious assumptions”. [The Hindu 1]

The Supreme Court had to take an oral assurance from

the State not to implement the order till April 18, the

date of the next hearing. The state government was

given three days to file its affidavit. [The Hindu 2]

India: Supreme Court looks into Mishra

report to inquire upon quota for Dalit

converts

(mk) The Supreme Court (SC) of India has asked if it

could use empirical data from the 2007 Rangnath

Mishra Report in trying to determine whether

Scheduled Caste reservations were applicable to Dalit

converts to Islam and Christianity.

The Central Government had refused to accept Justice

Rangnath Misra Commission’s recommendation to

keep the quota for Dalit converts, claiming that the

benefit of reservation should only be limited to those

who stay within the Hindu religious system, and to

religious groups specified within the Constitution

(Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950, namely Hindus, Sikhs,

and Buddhists.

A Supreme Court Bench comprising Justices

Ahsannudin Amanullah and S.K. Kaul upheld the

report, saying that the social stigma attached to caste

persists despite conversion to another religion, and

asked the Center to “re-check” its stance.

These comments from the SC come a few months after

the Center constituted a new commission to look into

the matter, headed by former Chief Justice of India,

K.G. Balakrishnan. Additional Solicitor-General K.M.

Nataraj has asked the court to withhold judgment till

the new commission’s inquiry is complete. [The Hindu]

[The Tribune]

India: Supreme Court dismisses Tamil Nadu

government’s appeals against RSS route

march

(mk) The Supreme Court (SC) of India has dismissed a

plea filed by the government of Tamil Nadu state

objecting the a high court’s decision allowing the

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the ideological

progenitor of Prime Minister Modi’s Hindu-nationalist
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Bharatiya Janata Party, to conduct route marches in

the state.

In September last year, a single-judge bench of the

Madras High Court had directed state authorities to

allow RSS processions and public meetings, with some

conditions imposed. The conditions and restrictions

were removed in another ruling February this year,

after which the State government filed a petition with

the SC.

Their main objection was law and order tensions in the

State which has followed the Central Government’s

ban on radical Popular Front of India (PFI) organization,

with concern toward clashes between PFI and RSS

breaking out.

The SC bench of Justices V Ramasubramanian and

Pankaj Mithal found nothing wrong with the High

Courts orders to allow the marches, clarifying that the

State has the right to impose reasonable restrictions,

but not totally prohibit such activities. It reiterated the

fundamental rights of the organization to peaceful

congregation, and reminded the State of its duty to

maintain law and order situations. [The Hindu] [The

Indian Express]

India: Authorities expand investigation into

BBC as more charges brought, workers

questioned

(lm) India’s financial crimes agency has launched an

investigation into the BBC over alleged violations of

foreign exchange rules in a deepening clampdown on

the British broadcaster following its airing of a

documentary on Prime Minister Modi’s alleged role in

the 2002 Gujarat riots. [Financial Times] [The

Independent] [The Guardian]

Indian media reported on April 13 that the

Enforcement Directorate (ED) had filed the case under

the Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA) two

weeks ago, following a three-day search of the

broadcaster’s New Delhi and Mumbai offices in

February [see AiR No. 7, February/2023, 2]. The

broadcaster has reportedly been made to hand over

financial documents and several staff members have

been questioned.

The raids in February came after the broadcaster aired

a documentary about religious riots in Gujarat in 2002,

with new evidence suggesting Modi was “directly

responsible” for the circumstances leading up to

violence in which over 1,000 people – many of them
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Muslims – were killed. At the time, the Indian

government denied there was any correlation between

the documentary and the raids, which it described as

“routine scrutiny”.

The ED has previously been used against foreign

organizations that have been deemed to be critical of

the government. Amnesty International and Greenpeace

are among the organizations who have had their

accounts frozen and their operations halted in India

after an investigation under the FEMA was opened [see

AiR No. 28, July/2022, 2].

India: Former lawmaker, brother shot dead

on live TV

(lm) A former Indian lawmaker convicted of kidnapping

and facing murder and assault charges, Atiq Ahmed,

was shot dead along with his brother while police were

escorting them for a medical check-up in an attack in

Prayagraj city in Uttar Pradesh state that was caught

live on television.

Police quickly detained three suspected assailants who

are believed to have been posing as journalists to

target the two brothers from close range. After

carrying out the slaying, the suspected gunmen

shouted Hindu religious chants, according to media

reports.

A mafia don-turned-politician, Ahmed was jailed in

2019 after he was convicted of kidnapping Umesh Pal,

a key witness in the 2005 murder of a lawmaker. In

February, Pal was killed, and the murder set in motion

a chain of events that has left Ahmed and several

members of his family and supporters dead, in jail, or

on the run. On April 13, Ahmed’s teenage son and an

aide were killed by the police in a so-called encounter -

with accusations flying that they were shot dead in a

planned execution.

Two weeks earlier, Atiq Ahmed had petitioned the

Supreme Court for protection, saying there was an

“open, direct and immediate threat to his life” from

state functionaries of Uttar Pradesh. But the court

declined to intervene and instead asked his lawyer to

approach the local state court.

Uttar Pradesh has been governed by India’s ruling

Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party since 2017.

Since then, more than 180 people facing criminal

charges in India’s most populous state have been killed

in so-called police encounters that rights groups say

are often extrajudicial killings.
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Fearing the possibility of violent unrest in the wake of

the shooting, the Uttar Pradesh government barred

gatherings of more than four people across the entire

state and cut internet access on mobile phones in

Prayagraj city. It also ordered a judicial investigation

headed by a retired judge but the killing of the two

brothers has unleashed a torrent of criticism from

major local and national politicians who say it shows

law and order has broken down in the state. [BBC]

[South China Morning Post] [CNN]

India: Maulana Azad’s reference deleted

from NCERT textbooks

(mk) Maulana Azad, Indian freedom fighter and

independent India’s first Education Minister, has been

removed from the political science textbook published

by the National Council for Educational Research and

Training (NCERT). [The Indian Express] [The Hindu]

Azad’s name has been dropped from the list of

members of the Constituent Assembly that would chair

the major committees on different subjects pertaining

to the Constitution of India, namely Jawaharlal Nehru,

Rajendra Prasad, Sardar Patel, and B.R. Ambedkar.

The Central Government’s move towards deletions in

school textbooks have also extended to a less

extensive focus on the history of the Mughal dynasty in

India, which was received with much controversy by

critics of the government as well as opposition parties

such as the Congress, accusing the government of

trying to erase and re-write history. [AiR No. 15,

April/2023, 2]

India: Scheduled castes commission sends

notice to Gujarat state government over

death of sanitation workers

(mk) The National Commission for Scheduled Castes

(NCSC) has sent a notice to authorities in three districts

of India’s Gujarat state in response to the seven

sanitation workers reportedly having died on the job

over the last 15 days.

Three of the seven were reported by police to have

died of asphyxiation while cleaning a manhole in Dahej

town in the Bharuch district last week. The cause of the

death is likely to be the inhalation of poisonous gas in

septic tanks. According to the Gujarat government,

eleven sanitation workers have died under similar
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circumstances in different parts of the state during the

last two years.

Sanitation work is associated with and usually carried

out by individuals from socially and economically

backward communities in India. [The Hindu]

[Hindustan Times]

India: Four Hindu activists arrested in Uttar

Pradesh state for killing cows to try and

frame Muslims

(mk/lm) Four members of a right-wing Hindu group in

Uttar Pradesh state were arrested after they allegedly

slaughtered cows to frame Muslim men as religious

tensions continued to grip some states in India

following a recent Hindu festival.

Several Indian states saw large-scale violence between

Hindus and Muslims on the Hindu festival of Ram

Navami on March 30 [see AiRNo. 14, April/2023, 1].

After the festival, members of the All India Hindu

Mahasabha group filed a police complaint alleging that

they witnessed four Muslim men slaughtering a cow.

However, it later emerged that the Muslim men who

were accused were innocent and were being

implicated in the case due to a personal grudge. [The

Hindu] [The Independent]

India: Defense ministry denies prosecution

of army personnel accused of killing civilians

in botched raid

(mk/lm) India’s defense ministry has refused to grant

permission to police to prosecute 30 soldiers who are

accused of killing 13 civilians during a botched security

operation and subsequent violence in India’s remote

northeastern Nagaland state in December 2021. [DNA

India] [The Hindu 1] [The Independent]

Back then, an elite military commando unit shot dead

six laborers returning to their homes in the remote

northeastern state on December 4, believing they were

targeting insurgents. Another seven people were killed

by the troops when they were confronted by a furious

crowd, with a soldier also killed and a military vehicle

set alight. [AiR No. 49, December/2021, 1]

Against this backdrop, protesters demanded an

apology from the government for the killings, as well as

the repeal of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act

(AFSPA), a federal law that gives the army sweeping
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powers, including protection from prosecution for

soldiers who mistakenly kill civilians [see AiR No. 52,

December/2021, 4]. Enforcement of the controversial

act was extended this March for six months in some of

the state’s districts that were deemed “disturbed

areas”.

In the wake of the December 2021 incident, a Special

Investigation Team (SIT) was formed by the state

government. The SIT filed its chargesheet in May last

year and the police had charged the army personnel

last June based on its findings. The investigators found

21 Para Special Forces had resorted to

“disproportionate firing” and failed to follow standard

operating procedures while carrying out the operation.

The 30 accused army personnel were charged under

various sections of India’s criminal code, including

murder, criminal conspiracy and disappearance of

evidence [see AiR No. 24, June/2022, 2].

But in July, the Supreme Court stayed proceedings

against all 30 soldiers, invoking immunity granted to

army personnel under AFSPA, which states that

sanction for prosecution from the central government

is required to initiate any proceedings against security

forces for their actions if they are discharging their

duties under the AFSPA.

In related developments, the Indian Army last week

announced that it is monitoring the implementation of

the amended standard operating procedure for

counter-insurgency operations in the northeast. [The

Hindu 1]

India: Government pushes for conclusion of

connectivity corridors in Kashmir

(mk) India’s central government is pushing for the

completion of three connectivity corridors in the

Jammu and Kashmir union territory to reduce the

travel time between the capital, New Delhi, and the

capital city of Indian-administered Kashmir,Srinagar, to

just eight hours. [The Hindu] [Outlook India]

Nepal: Nepali Congress lawmaker, NP Saud,

becomes new foreign minister

(lm) Narayan Prasad Saud, a senior lawmaker with the

largest party in the lower house of Nepal’s parliament,

was sworn in as the South Asian country’s new foreign

minister on April 16. The decision to appoint Nepali

Congress lawmaker Saud as foreign minister was taken
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last week during a meeting of the ruling alliance

attended by Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal,

Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba and

CPN-Unified Socialist chairperson Madhav Kumar

Nepal. [Deccan Herald]

At present, there are four ministers representing the

Nepali Congress in the Prime Minister Dahal-led

coalition government, though there was an agreement

to allocate eight ministerial portfolios to the party [see

AiR No. 14, April/2023, 1]. However, the Nepali

Congress could not decide on the four remaining

ministers’ names due to an intra party feud. In light of

this, there is good reason to believe that Prime

Minister Dahal’s proposed visit to neighboring India

within the next two weeks was a deciding factor in the

decision to appoint Saud.

Pakistan: Constitutional deadlock between

government, judiciary continues

(lm) The lower house of Pakistan’s parliament on April

18 rejected a motion seeking a supplementary sum of

USD 75 million for holding snap elections in Punjab

province, deepening a constitutional deadlock with the

country’s Supreme Court amid months of economic

and political turmoil. [Reuters]

Earlier this month, the apex court rejected a decision

by the country’s Election Commission to delay elections

in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces,

describing it as unconstitutional. Both assemblies had

been dissolved early by former Prime Minister Imran

Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party in an effort

to pressure the federal government into holding early

national elections [see AiR No. 3, January/2023, 3].

Under the constitution, elections must happen within

90 days after an assembly is dissolved; national and

provincial elections typically happen at the same time

in Pakistan.

But the federal cabinet headed by Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif refused to provide funding for the

polls, citing economic stress and the rising threat of

terrorism. Later it also rejected the apex court's order

to hold snap polls in Punjab province on May 14.

Instead, lawmakers passed two motions against it in

Parliament on April 6 and April 13, respectively [see AiR

No. 15, April/2023, 2].

Against this backdrop, Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandial

summoned officials from the finance ministry, the

central bank and the Election Commision to his

chamber on April 14 to seek a reply on the funds,
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warning that non-compliance would have

consequences. He also ordered the central bank and

the finance ministry to coordinate and "forthwith

allocate and release" the money from federal

consolidated funds no later than April 17. [Reuters]

But ruling coalition lawmakers again rejected a motion

introduced by the law minister seeking the release of

additional funding for elections in Punjab by majority

vote. The session of parliament’s lower house was later

adjourned until noon on April 18. [Samaa] [Dawn]

Pakistan: Supreme Court sets up larger

bench against bill curtailing powers of chief

justice

(lm) Pakistan’s Supreme Court set up a larger, eight-

member bench on April 12 to hear petitions against a

bill recently passed by Parliament to curtail the powers

of the chief justice, a move that comes amid a row

between the higher judiciary and the federal

government.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s government is

currently involved in a row with the Supreme Court

over the holding of snap polls in Punjab and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa provinces where opposition leader

Imran Khan had dissolved the local assemblies in

January in a bid to force early elections [see AiR No. 3,

January/2023, 3]. It is against this backdrop of a

constitutional deadlock that Parliament’s lower house

on March 28 had passed a resolution accusing the

Supreme Court of “judicial activism” and demanding its

“non-interference” in matters related to the country’s

Election Commission [AiR No. 14, April/2023, 1].

The bill has cut down the chief justice’s powers to

constitute panels, hear appeals or assign cases to

judges in his team. The legislation, called the Supreme

Court (Practice and Procedure) Act, 2023, envisions

these tasks to be done by a three-member panel

headed by the chief justice with his two most senior

judges as members.

The proposed legislation was passed again by

Parliament last week after President Arif Alvi – a

member of Khan’s opposition PTI party - returned the

original bill to the Parliament, urging the lawmakers to

reconsider the proposed law. However, Parliament in a

joint sitting on April 10 passed the same bill again and

sent it to the president for assent. President Alvi can

now delay it for ten days – i.e. until April 20 – and after

the lapse of the mandatory period, it will become a law

even without his signature. [Gulf News]
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In light of this, the Supreme Court on April 13 stopped

the operationalisation of the bill, observing that prima

facie the proposed law infringed the powers of the

apex court to frame its own rules, and thus, merits a

hearing by the apex court. [India Today]

Pakistan: Religious political party leader

tries to mediate between ruling coalition,

opposition PTI

(lm) Sirajul Haq, leader of Pakistan’s Jamaat-e-Islami (JI)

religious political party, has held separate meetings

with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and opposition

leader Imran Khan on April 15, leading settlement

efforts between the two sides over the issue of holding

early elections in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

provinces. Reportedly, the JI is planning to organize an

all-party conference after the Eid al-Fitr holiday on April

20. [ARY news] [Samaa]

During his separate meetings with archrivals Sharif and

Khan, the JI leader called on both leaders to join a

negotiating table to find common ground, as Pakistan

could not afford any uncertainty at a time when it is

facing its worst economic crisis in decades. And in fact,

both sides later formed panels to engage in indirect

dialogue mediated by Haq, a media report said on

April 17, two days after the JI leader had reported a

“positive response” from both sides. [Outlook India]

Haq previously served as mediator when Khan and

Islamic scholar Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri announced

their Long March against then Prime Minister

Muhammad Mian Nawaz Sharif’s government in 2014.

He has been offering to mediate between the federal

government and Khan’s opposition movement since

July last year.

However, its consent to engage in direct dialogue with

the ruling coalition government notwithstanding, the

PTI also reiterated its stance of seeking an earlier date

for general elections, which are currently expected for

October. Senator Ejaz Chaudhry told the Dawn

newspaper that the party had begun consultations to

take all opposition parties into confidence over

elections across the country.

Meanwhile, Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman, the leader of

the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam political party and a senior

figure in the ruling Pakistan Democratic Movement

coalition made clear that there would be no talks with

Imran Khan under any circumstances. [Gulf Today]
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Pakistan: Army chief ‘most powerful person’

in the country’s politics, Ex-Premier Imran

Khan says

(lm) Pakistan’s former Prime Minister and the leader of

the country’s main opposition PTI party, Imran Khan,

told his supporters on April 14 that the army chief is

“the most powerful person” in the South Asian nation’s

politics, while also reminding the military

establishment that it can no longer force the people to

accept “corrupt rulers” - which Khan identified as the

current coalition government headed by Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif. [Hindustan Times]

Khan, who survived an assassination attempt while

leading a protest march in Punjab last November, also

reiterated that planning was going on in powerful

circles to get him killed. Back then, in a significant

breach in civil-military relations, Khan had claimed –

without evidence – that a major general in the Inter-

Services Intelligence and ruling party leaders were

behind the attempt on his life [see AiR No. 45,

November/2022, 2]. The army and the accused

politicians deny this charge.

The PTI leader also called on his supporters to side

with the country’s Supreme Court, alleging that the

federal government was making an all-out effort to

bring the apex court into disrepute in order to defy the

implementation of its decision to hold early elections

in Punjab on May 14 [see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2, see

article in this edition].

Pakistan: Chiefs of intelligence agencies

brief Supreme Court judges on security

issues

(lm) Top officials of Pakistan’s premier spy agencies – 

the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) and the Military

Intelligence (MI) – on April 17 met with Chief Justice

Umar Ata Bandial and two other apex court judges to

inform about current issues vital to the South Asian

nation’s national security. [The Express Tribune]

The timing of the briefing assumes added significance:

Earlier in March, the federal government refused to

provide funding for snap polls in the politically-crucial

Punjab province, citing economic stress and a

deteriorating security situation in the country. But the

Supreme Court earlier this month rejected a

subsequent decision by the Election Commission to

delay the provincial elections in Punjab and Khyber
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Pakhtunkhwa provinces, describing the move as

unconstitutional [see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2].

In light of this, at an earlier hearing, the defence

secretary had requested the bench to get an in-camera

briefing on security issues. But the bench had asked

him to first submit a classified report and inform the

Election Commission about a security plan by April 17.

It is not clear whether the Supreme Court expressed

satisfaction with the recent security briefing. However,

it will have far-reaching implications if the judges get

convinced that the security situation in the country

does not allow the deployment of troops to ensure

security during the snap polls in Punjab, which have

been scheduled for May 14.

Sri Lanka: International Federation of

Journalists, other unions condemn new Anti-

Terrorism Act

(ns) The Sri Lankan parliament recently proposed the

Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA), a statute that is supposed to

replace the contentious Prevention of Terrorism Act

(PTA) of 1979. Various groups of civilians responded to

the announcement with criticism, demanding to

withdraw the announced ATA draft as it will further

extend restrictions on the rights for assembly,

inhibiting the right to express dissent. The bill

presentation in Sri Lankan Parliament is scheduled in

late April, meaning that ATA may come into force as

early as May 2023 [see AiR No. 14, April/2023, 1].

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), the Sri

Lankan Working Journalists Association, the Federation

of Media Employees Trade Union, and the Free Media

Movement together issued a statement condemning

and urging the authorities to withdraw the proposed

new act and repeal the infamous PTA.

The problem with the new proposal lies in the

definition of terrorism, which expands it to various

activities previously not included in the anti-terrorism

legislation. This definition will allow legal officials to

categorize it as an act of terror activities, including the

infliction of significant damage to public space

facilities, obstruction of essential services, and

participation in assembly deemed unlawful by the

state government. The ATA will also expand

opportunities for non-judicial detentions by allowing

them to take place based on the request of a Deputy

Inspector General of Police that a former act only

allowed to the Ministry of Defence. The IFJ highlights

that the new act can also restrict organizations labeled

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-xi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-xd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-xh/


terrorists from accessing funds and maintaining

operations.[News Wire]

Indeed, a local media outlet reported in November

2022 that the National Police Commission received

more than 9,000 unresolved complaints on Sri Lankan

police over five years. The same month, protesters

demanded that the government abolish the PTA [see

AiR No. 46, November/2022, 3]. Thereafter, a Human

Rights Commission was allocated to investigate the

violations of authorities who must protect law and

order. Conveners of demonstrations against the PTA

got arrested over the course of protests. International

human rights specialists also expressed concern over

the unjustified use of the PTA against public speakers

who oppose the State’s agenda. [The Diplomat]

Sri Lanka: Justice minister alleges bribery in

2021 X-Press Pearl environmental disaster

(ns) Sri Lanka’s justice minister has asked the country’s

Inspector-General of Police to probe bribery

allegations in relation to pending legal actions against

the owner of the X-Press Pearl, a cargo ship carrying

chemicals that caught fire off the coast of Sri Lanka in

2021 - leaving in its wake an environmental disaster.

[The Island]

Earlier this month, during a meeting of a parliamentary

committee, it transpired that the expert committee

tasked with assessing damages to the environment

and other damages hadn’t been able to visit the

location of the ship disaster - nearly two years after the

incident. Against this backdrop, the justice minister in a

recent interview disclosed that a certain party involved

in the ongoing deliberations received USD 250 million,

which was sent to a British bank account.

Sri Lanka: President announces

technological modernization plan

(ns) At the launching ceremony of the DIGIECON 2030,

a digital economy framework project, Sri Lankan

President Ranil Wickremesinghe announced the plans

of the government to digitalize the economy of the

Island State. The Ministry of Technology organized the

commemoration, where the state leader explained

that technological renovation of the state sector § a

Committee of Cabinet Ministers should improve the

government sector utilization for that aim.
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Regional Cluster for South Asia for Digital

Development, World Bank Siddartha Raja, presented

the ‘Leveraging Digital Economy towards a Sustainable

and Resilient Sri Lanka’ scheme. Simultaneously, the

event commemorates the launching of the DIGIECON

Sri Lanka 2023–2030 website. The project should foster

novel enterprises and enhance technological

development in different industries, with this platform

helping to access global investors and markets from Sri

Lanka.

The President reported that the government plans to

allocate LKR 100 million for universities and private

institutions this year to support the development of

digital policy and LKR 1 billion for the IT & Artificial

Intelligence research field in 2023. The State also aims

to identify competitive sectors relevant to Sri Lankan

prosperity and opportunities to sustain a green

economy. Ranil Wickremesinghe cited China and the

US as digital economies and urged the nation to

support the initiative for the provision of infrastructure

by the private sector. [The Island]
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Cambodia: The Appeal Court judges to

extend their career for 5 years after

reaching the retirement age

(ns) On April 8, a Royal Decree was signed in Cambodia

to address the ongoing shortage of judicial sector

workers by extending the retirement age for Appeal

Court judges and prosecutors.
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Some argue that it would be more effective to recruit

new magistrates to address the shortage. In 2019,

around 18,400 undergraduate students enrolled in law

courses, suggesting that hiring more licensed judges

could be a better solution.

Critics also believe that this alternative would improve

the judiciary's image among the population, which is

often perceived as unjust.

The Justice Ministry contends that only graduates who

pass the Royal Academy for Justice of Cambodia exam

for two years can fill the positions in immediate

demand, which accounts for about 50 percent  of

applicants. Cambodia currently has 600 judges and

prosecutors. The retirement extension is submitted

annually for a 12-month period and is evaluated based

on the applicant's capacity, performance, and

qualifications. The retirement age is 65.

[Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Authorities arrest and issue

warnings to various Candlelight Party

activists

(ns) Cambodian provincial authorities have targeted

three Candle Light (CL) Party activists in Prey Veng and

Kandal regions.

On April 11, police arrested two activists from Prey

Veng province on forgery charges and sent them to

pretrial detention. In Kandal, a female activist was

interrogated for displaying a CL sign in front of her

house and ordered to be questioned by police. She

reported that her son is in custody and that she

received death threats for expressing support for the

CL party.

One of the detained CL supporters is the nephew of

the second deputy head of the Candle Light party, who

claims that the remand order is politically motivated.

The second detained person is the executive director

of the CL in Prey Veng province, whose daughter

reported that her father is unwell.

The government spokesperson stated that the actions

are strictly law enforcement and that the detainees'

relatives would need to obtain legal defense if the

charges reach trial. [Radio Free Asia]

Cambodia: Real estate development in Preah

Sihanouk Province leads to civilian evictions
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(ns) Residents in Preah Sihanouk province are facing

difficulties due to pressure from authorities to

relocate, following the 2020 grant of land around

Boeng Thom Angkep Lake to a wealthy family. This is

consistent with the pattern of tourism and housing

projects developed on the Preah Sihanouk coast and

its center, Sihanoukville. Many unfinished construction

projects now litter the coastal area.

After an initial surge in investment and activity, interest

dropped significantly following a gambling ban and

pandemic-related shutdowns. However, cybercrimes,

fraud, and human trafficking operations have

continued in the area. The government's current

agenda aims to make Preah Sihanouk province

attractive for a broader range of investments to further

develop Cambodia, as tourists still visit the area.

Residents report that land grants are often based on

social connections and that evictions, loss of farmland,

and crucial fishing areas result from these deals. Local

human rights organization Licadho has investigated

787 evictions of Preah Sihanouk families, accounting

for nearly half of the cases from 2017 to 2022. Local

business owners fear that their establishments will be

demolished in light of existing renovations, as the

government supports these initiatives.[The Guardian]

Indonesia: Economy grows faster than

expected

(fb) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has raised

its growth forecast for Indonesia's economy, putting it

on track for a 5 percent GDP increase in 2023. 

This comes from the April World Economic Outlook

report, which is 0.2 percentage points more optimistic

than the January report. The IMF attributes Indonesia's

robust growth to strong domestic demand, increased

mobility, and falling inflation. 

Bank Indonesia projects that inflation will further

decrease to between 2 and 4 percent by September

this year. Meanwhile, the IMF has revised its global

economic projection downward. [Asia News Networks]

Indonesia: Human rights defenders face

defamation charges

(fb) Human Rights Watch has called for the dismissal of

criminal defamation charges against two prominent

human rights advocates in Jakarta. 
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The activists are accused of spreading false news and

defamation, carrying potential prison sentences of up

to 10 years, after discussing a story alleging the

Indonesian government's involvement in illegal military

operations in Papua's Central Highlands. 

Andreas Harsono, senior Indonesia researcher at

Human Rights Watch, warned that prosecuting activists

for discussing important rights issues could severely

hinder civil rights progress in Indonesia. [Human Right

Watch]

Indonesia: Land Expropriation for Trade with

China Faces Criticism

(fb) Farmers in Sumatra have expressed concern over

the increasing cultivation of eucalyptus by large

landowners, which has replaced traditional incense

production. Indonesian NGO KSPPM claims the land

concessions are unconstitutional and violate local

populations' customary land rights. However, legal

avenues for reclamation or compensation have proven

unsuccessful. Eucalyptus is being exported for

dissolving wood pulp production, primarily for Chinese

customers. Toba Pulp Lestari (TPL), one of Indonesia's

largest pulp and rayon producers, has been accused of

unlawful land acquisitions, deforestation, and human

rights violations.[Al Jazeera]

Malaysia: Najib’s Pardon rests in Agong’s

hands

(ldm) Former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak's

application for a royal pardon over his conviction and

12-year jail sentence in the SRC International case now

lies with the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, the constitutional

monarch and head of state of Malaysia. 

The Malaysian cabinet has yet to discuss the appeal to

seek a pardon for Najib. [NST] De facto Law Minister

Azalina Othman Said said the legal avenues for Najib’s

SRC case have been exhausted, and the pardons bid is

now at the "court of compassion”, whereas former Law

Minister Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar said that Najib's

political party or his lawyer cannot petition for a royal

pardon on his behalf. [Malay Mail]

Analysts predict that Pakatan Harapan (PH), the ruling

coalition in Malaysia, may lose support from voters if

they fail to take a clear stance on a royal pardon for

Najib filed by the United Malays National Organisation

(UMNO). UMNO is a linchpin party of Barison Nasional
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(BN), whose support was crucial to the ascension of

the current Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim and PH. 

UMNO's move to seek a pardon for Najib is seen as a

way to placate the faction behind him and stabilize the

party, particularly when Najib had made huge

contributions to the party and its supporters during his

tenure as UMNO leader. [Malay Mail 2] 

However, granting the pardon could cost Umno its

support, which came from conservative Malay and

swing voters who were disillusioned by the corruption

scandals plaguing Umno's leaders. The backlash could

manifest itself in protest votes as early as the six state

elections set to be called by the end of June. [Malay

Mail 3] 

Najib has been a prisoner since August 2022, and his

application for a pardon was filed on September 2,

2022. 

Malaysia: Special task force to reexamine

1MDB-Goldman Sachs settlement

(ldm) The Malaysian government is reconsidering the

USD 3.9 billion settlement deal with Goldman Sachs

over the 1MDB financial scandal. Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim stated that a government task force,

consisting of representatives from various sectors and

ministries, is examining the 2020 settlement deal as it

involves recovering public funds.[The Star] [Asia One]

[Malay Mail]

Anwar Faces Mahathir in Court over

Defamation Claims

(ldm) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim will face former

Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad in court

over Dr Mahathir's defamation claim. 

Mahathir accuses Anwar of defaming him by claiming a

former leader enriched his family while in office.

Anwar's lawyer stated they are prepared to answer any

allegations in court.[Malay Mail] [NST]

Malaysia: Alleged house raids of human

resources minister Sivakumar by anti-graft

agency
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(ldm) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

(MACC) did not find anything of note after raiding

human resources minister Sivakumar’s house and

office. [Malay Mail] 

Following the MACC’s questioning of Sivakumar

regarding the recruitment of foreign workers [The

Edge], his house was raided by the commission on 17

April. [The Star] 

Sivakumar had urged the public not to speculate on

the arrests of some of his officers, which he said were

part of the investigation process. [FMT] The MACC has

recently released two of his aides, while the minister

himself remains in custody. 

Sivakumar’s investigation by the MACC was due to

alleged kickbacks from a businessman. The minister is

suspected of receiving millions of ringgit in cash

payments to ensure that certain individuals were able

to continue with a foreign worker recruitment contract.

The businessman involved in the case is still in custody,

while Sivakumar's two aides have been released.

[Malay Mail 2]

Malaysia: Former Perlis Chief Minister faces

additional corruption charges

(ldm) Datuk Seri Azlan Man, former Perlis Chief

Minister, has been charged with five more counts of

receiving proceeds from illegal activities, totaling USD

240,000. 

Earlier in the week, he pleaded not guilty to five counts

of false claims amounting to USD 270,000. Azlan is

being prosecuted under the Anti-Money Laundering,

Anti-Terrorism Financing and Proceeds of Unlawful

Activities Act 2001. 

If convicted, he faces up to 15 years in prison and a

fine of at least five times the amount of gratification or

USD 1.2 million, whichever is higher. Azlan's passport

has been surrendered to the Kangar Sessions Court.

Since January 2023, Malaysia has experienced an

increase in corruption prosecutions of high-ranking

officials under Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim's

administration [Malay Mail][The Star]

Malaysia: Discussions for second 5G network

underway
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(ldm) The Malaysian government plans to introduce a

second 5G network from next year, as Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim's administration aims to promote

competition and dismantle monopolies. The existing

5G network, managed by state agency Digital Nasional

Berhad (DNB), has faced delays due to pricing,

transparency, and monopoly concerns. The proposed

second network depends on DNB and mobile

operators achieving the government's target of 80% 5G

coverage by year-end. Kenanga Research maintains an

"overweight" stance on Malaysia's telecommunications

sector, as a second 5G network could lower access

charges and improve earnings for telecom firms while

challenging the current monopolistic Single Wholesale

Network model. [Reuters]

Malaysia: Health ministry unveils 'Less

Sugar' strategic plan

(ldm) The Malaysian Health Ministry has developed a

strategy to reduce sugar intake among Malaysians until

2025, involving multi-sectoral action. 

According to a joint report by the World Health

Organization and the Health Ministry, a healthy adult's

daily sugar intake should not exceed 50g, based on a

2,000 kcal intake. The ministry suggested

implementing food safety certifications as a

prerequisite for food supply services at official

meetings and events in government facilities, but

further study is required before taking action.

Putrajaya spends USD 2.19 billion annually on treating

noncommunicable diseases such as cardiovascular

disease, diabetes, and cancer. [FMT]

Myanmar: Military junta pardons over 3,000

prisoners for New Year

(lm) Myanmar’s military junta released more than

3,100 prisoners, including 98 foreigners, to mark the

country’s traditional New Year on April 17. The junta

periodically grants an amnesty to prisoners, but

numbers in 2023 and in the previous year have been a

fraction of the 23,000 released in 2021 [see AiR No. 16,

April/2021, 3]. Furthermore, those who re-offend

would have to serve the remainder of their sentence

with an additional penalty, according to a statement

released last week. [The Straits Times]

At least 17,460 people remain in detention and 3,240

have been killed by the junta, according to an activist

group. In February alone, the military junta sentenced
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almost 2,400 people to prison [see AiR No. 10,

March/2023, 1].

Myanmar: Chin State forces attack

Tatmadaw positions, resulting in numerous

casualties

(ih) On April 11, the Chin National Democratic Front

(CNDF) assaulted a military outpost in Falam Township,

causing 11 junta casualties and confiscating weapons

and ammunition. Additionally, one civilian and one

CNDF fighter perished during the encounter. The CNDF

spokesperson claimed that the junta troops at the

outpost continuously menaced civilians at the Varr

bridge checkpoint. That same day, the Chin National

Army (CNA) ambushed a military convoy near Hakha

Town, causing 10 junta casualties and seizing three

civilian vehicles. In response, the junta executed

airstrikes on civilians, resulting in 10 deaths and four

injuries. The Interim Chin National Consultative Council

condemned the attacks and encouraged the public to

maintain their resistance against the Myanmar

military. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Airstrike in rebel-held region kills

at least 170, sparks global outcry

(ih/lm) A series of airstrikes on April 4 by Myanmar’s

military on a gathering in rebel-held territory left at

least 170 people dead in what marks the one of the

single deadliest attacks by the military government

since it seized power in a coup more than two years

ago. [Bangkok Post]

The attack all but wiped out a village in the Sagaing

Region in the northwestern part of Myanmar, where

forces opposed to the military junta control significant

amounts of territory. On April 4, dozens of local

residents had gathered to mark the opening of a new

administrative center built with help from the PDF, an

anti-junta militia group.

Against this backdrop, the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN) in a statement issued on April

13 condemned the airstrike. The United Nations, the

United States and others have also condemned the

attack.

International human rights watchdog Amnesty

International, meanwhile, has reiterated its call on all

states and businesses to stop shipments of aviation
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fuel to prevent the Myanmar military from carrying out

airstrikes. [Amnesty International]

Myanmar’s military authorities, for their part,

confirmed they had carried out an operation in the

area against “terrorists”, adding that the large number

of casualties was the result of a rebel weapons cache

exploding, and that PDF fighters used civilians as

human shields.

As the rebel forces have become increasingly better

armed, the military has doubled down on its strategy

of carrying out deadly air raids and attacking civilians,

including the killing of at least 22 monks and civilians

at a monastery in Southern Shan state last month. Last

October, at least 80 people attending a concert held by

a rebel faction of the country’s minority Kachin ethnic

group were killed and another 100 injured in a

devastating airstrike [see AiR No. 43, October/2022, 4].

[Al Jazeera] [CNA] [The New York Times]

Singapore: At least five candidates up for

consideration for nominated members

scheme

(sfa) At least five Singaporean citizens have submitted

applications as so-called Nominated Members of

Parliament (NMPs) to represent their sectors in the

nation’s legislature, with four seeking to represent the

environmental and sustainability sector and one

seeking to represent the arts sector. [The Straits Times]

NMPs are not affiliated to any political party and do

not represent any constituency; they are appointed for

a term of two and a half years on the recommendation

of a Special Select Committee chaired by the speaker

of Parliament. Introduced in 1990, the NPM scheme

aims to ensure a wide representation of views in

Parliament, and the Committee may nominate persons

who have rendered distinguished public service,

brought honor to Singapore, or distinguished

themselves in their respective field. There can be up to

nine NMPs each term.

Singapore: Senior citizens are still valuable

members of country, prime minister says

(sfa) During a recent book launch, Singapore’s Prime

Minister Lee Hsien Loong outlined his government’s

plans to support senior citizens during their golden

years, one of which is raising the retirement and re-

employment ages to continue seniors’ contribution to
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the country. Other plans include updating current

payment schemes to give cash payouts to eligible

seniors and strengthening the healthcare system to

meet the demands of an aging population. On a more

individual level, the premier urged all residents to

continuously interact and learn from their older folks

as they age together. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Ministries outline plans to boost

social mobility in response to President’s

Address

(sfa) Several ministries in Singapore have revealed

their plans to boost social mobility in the city state,

following on recent remarks by President Halimah

Yacob which called for the idea of meritocracy, long

the organizing principle of the city state’s society, to be

broadened and made more open.

Delivering her address at the opening of the new

session of Parliament on April 10, President Halimah

said the country must not allow advantages and

privileges to become entrenched and persist over

generations, but instead expand opportunities

throughout life for every citizen [see AiR No. 15,

April/2023, 2]. Since then, some ministries have

released their addenda to their respective plans; below

are some of the highlights.

Education Minister Chan Chun Sing has outlined his

ministry’s plans to further develop Singapore’s

education landscape. One of its focuses is to support

adult learners through collaborations between

companies, unions and training institutions. This

includes further reform of its education system by

opening up more education pathways which are

aligned to students’ interests, strengths and learning

needs.

Delivering targeted content to students of varying

learning abilities through the use of technology will

also be one of the ministry’s key foci. This also means

investing more in preschool education to support

children from disadvantaged families. As such, the

education ministry will work closely with the Ministry

for Social and Family Development (MSF) to support

these families at the community level. 

Manpower Minister Tan See Leng also communicated

his Ministry’s plans to open up more opportunities for

Singapore workers. This includes providing more

support to lower-income workers in their career

development and ensuring access to jobs for other
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marginalized groups such as people with disabilities

and ex-offenders. 

Public housing programmes will also be enhanced to

provide stronger support for lower-income families

including singles, seniors and persons with disabilities.

This is one of many plans by the Ministry of National

Development to ensure affordable and accessibility for

Singaporeans

On the healthcare front, the Ministry of Health will be

focusing on preventive care to improve population

health. Some of its plans include implementing the

“Healthier SG” initiative to further help different groups

of Singaporeans in their health journey. For example,

enhancing current mental health services for expecting

parents and increasing access to active aging

programmes for seniors. [The Straits Times 1] [The

Straits Times 2]

Singapore: Achieving workplace equality

requires shifting of mindset on gender roles

(sfa) Singapore is looking to address gender

stereotypes about women through a programme that

partners with 40 over organizations in the private,

public and non-profit sectors. This pilot serves two

purposes: empower young girls to help them find their

passions at an early age and shift mindsets about

gender roles and stereotypes. It specifically caters to

girls who are in unfortunate circumstances such as

those who have experienced abuse or violence, or are

recovering from mental health conditions. [The Straits

Times]

Singapore: Pirates board oil tanker off Africa

(sfa/lm) A Singapore-registered oil tanker that went

missing after it was boarded by pirates last week off

the coast of Africa was found on April 15. 

Several unidentified persons had boarded the vessel

on April 10 off Ivory Coast in the Gulf of Guinea; the

incident was treated as an act of piracy. [Channel News

Asia] [South China Morning Post]

Singapore: Ministries move to strengthen

resilience, tackle evolving threats
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(sfa) Singapore’s Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) is

looking to transform its defense capabilities and

systems to protect the city state from future threats,

Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen said on April 13 in his

ministry’s addendum to the President’s Address earlier

this month. 

Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen also outlined his

Ministry’s plans to further develop the country’s

national servicemen through job redesign, and policy

and process reviews. The ministry also looks to partner

with communities on the ground to improve on the

nation’s emergency preparedness. 

Complementary to MINDEF’s plans, the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs looks to strengthen the country’s

international outlook through collaborations on

projects with its neighboring countries. For example,

the Johor-Bahru Singapore Rapid Transit System Link

are one of many projects highlighted by Foreign

Minister Vivian Balakrishnan.

On the domestic level, Home Affairs Minister K.

Shanmugam will be working with his ministry to

update Singapore’s laws to protect the country from

emerging threats. He also updated that there will be

new legislation on cybercrimes will be introduced.

These steps will be supported with technology to

detect such threats along with community

programmes. [The Straits Times] 

Thailand: Prime Minister Prayuth lags rivals

in opinion poll ahead of May election

(lm) Thailand’s upcoming general election is expected

to be a tight race, as Paetongtarn Shinawatra, daughter

and nice of two former prime ministers and one of the

candidates of the country’s main opposition party,

continues to lead other potential contenders in the

second pre-election poll by the National Institute of

Development Administration. [Bangkok Post 1]

Furthermore, an opinion survey by Suan Dusit

Rajabhat University conducted last week found that

more than 25 percent of the participants considered

Paetongtarn as the prime ministerial candidate most

qualified to solve economic problems. [Bangkok Post

2] 

Paetongtarn’s Pheu Thai Party, for its part, led another

survey by local media outlets conducted earlier this

month with 38.89 percent, followed by the Move

Forward Party with 32.37 percent. The United Thai
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Nation Party of Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha was

in third place with 12.84 percent. [The Straits Times]

Yet another nationwide survey conducted between

April 5-13 showed there would be no landslide victory,

with the Pheu Thai Party receiving 160 out of 500

parliamentary seats, followed by the Bhumjaithai Party

with 121, and the Palang Pracharath Party with 64

seats. [Bangkok Post 3]

Speaking against this backdrop at an event in

Thailand’s southern region, the Democrat Party’s

traditional stronghold, party senior and Speaker of

parliament's lower house, Chuan Leekpai, admitted he

is concerned about the party’s waning popularity. But

he also said he remained hopeful that the party would

capture more party-list seats in the general election.

[Bangkok Post 4]

Thailand: Ruling PPRP open to all, party

leader says, confirms election deal with

prime minister

(lm) Thailand’s ruling Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) is

ready to align itself with any other political party,

including the main opposition Pheu Thai Party (PTP),

after the upcoming May 14 general election as long as

they share similar policies, Deputy Prime Minister and

party leader Prawit Wongsuwan said in a recent

interview. However, he emphasized that the PPRP will

not support any move to amend Section 112 of the

Criminal Code, also known as lèse-majesté law.

[Bangkok Post]

Prawit’s recent remarks came after remarks by deputy

PPRP leader Paiboon Nititawan that the PPRP would

not enter into any post-election alliance with the PTP

or the progressive Move Forward Party as his party

had found several of the PTP’s policies, including

constitutional amendments, “unacceptable”. [AiR No.

15, April/2023, 2]

He also denied having a deal of any sort with fugitive

former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra. More

importantly, however, Prawit admitted he did reach a

deal with Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, who broke

with the PPRP and formally joined Ruam Thai Sang

Chart, or the United Thai Nation (UTN) party, in

January. Under the deal, if either the PPRP or the UTN

party wins the most House seats, that party will be the

main driver in forming a government, according to

Prawit.
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Thailand: Premier calls in multi-agency panel

to assess Thailand’s finances; populist

campaign policies unlikely to be feasible,

government says

(aj) The Thai government warned that political parties

campaigning on populist promises may not be

financially feasible. Thailand’s Election Commission

(EC), economists, and now, the cabinet has warned the

public that parties may be overextending their

campaign promises.

At a cabinet meeting on April 11, caretaker Prime

Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha called in four government

agencies – the National Economic and Social

Development Council, the Fiscal Policy Office, the

Budget Bureau, and the Bank of Thailand – to give the

caretaker cabinet an overview of the country’s financial

affairs. Earlier in January, Thailand’s cabinet approved

a USD 100 billion budget for the 2024 fiscal year (FY

2024). According to the multi-agency counsel, after

accounting for fixed expenditures – replenishing

national reserves, loan repayments, and other planned

expenses – the incoming administration will only have

USD 6.4 billion to enact their policies, an insufficient

amount for bolder proposals. [Bangkok Post]

In attempts to garner support for the May election,

multiple parties have appealed to voters by vowing to

economically uplift large swathes of the Thai

population through various economic schemes [see

AiR No. 10, March/2023, 1 and AiR No. 12, March/2023,

3]. The main opposition Pheu Thai Party (PTP) is the

latest party to face government scrutiny and was

ordered by the EC to detail the funding source behind

their campaign promise to give USD 300 in “digital

money” to Thais aged 16 or older. Under EC law,

parties must clearly state the funding framework

behind their proposed policies, or else face dissolution

[see AiR No. 11, March/2023, 2 and  AiR No. 15,

April/2023, 2].

Thailand: Bhumjaithai Party looking to

secure a spot in the next ruling government

(aj) Thailand’s Minister of Health and Bhumjaithai Party

(BJT) leader Anutin Charnvirakul is looking to join the

ranks of the incoming administration following the May

14 polls.

Although many analysts predict that the population

main opposition Pheu Thai Party (PTP) will gain the

largest share of seats in Thailand's 500-seat lower
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house, PTP’s goal to attain a super-majority of 310

seats may be a difficult target to achieve [see AiR No.

12, March/2023, 3]. If this is the case, according to

analysts, then PTP will need to build a coalition

government to form a house majority, allowing them

to vote in their choice for premiership. Political

analysts say this is where the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT)

might play a role. BJT is not securely in the military

camp of parties, like Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-

ocha’s United Thai Nation Party (UTNP) or the ruling

Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), but nor is BJT

staunchly on the side of parties that oppose the

royalist-military establishment, such as the Pheu Thai

Party or the Move Forward Party (MFP).

Anutin has previously stated that BJT is willing to build

a coalition with any party, given that the party is willing

to support BJT’s platform to enforce stricter cannabis

controls and is not planning to contest lese-majeste

laws. The only party to announce their plans to do

away with Section 112, the lese-majeste laws, is

reformist opposition MFP.

The BJT party leader also stated his confidence in BJT

attaining 100 seats in the house, which analysts believe

is not too far off the mark and estimated that BJT will

win 80 seats this time around. In the 2019 election,

whose election rules favored smaller and medium-

sized parties, BJT won 51 seats, but in the upcoming

2023 election, the rules are skewed towards larger

parties.

In a parliamentary style of government, coalitions are

built by striking a deal for a portfolio. For example, if

PTP won the most seats, but not enough to confidently

vote in their candidate for prime minister, then PTP

may build a coalition with BJT to form a house majority.

BJT would negotiate with PTP for a certain portfolio –

cabinet roles– like foreign affairs or education, in

exchange for voting in PTP’s premier candidate.

[Bangkok Post] [Reuters] [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Poll agency takes measures to

prevent voter fraud; 53 million Thais eligible

to vote in upcoming poll

(aj) Nearly 53 million Thais are eligible to vote in the

May 14 polls. To be eligible to vote, Thai citizens must

be at least 18 years old. Monks, prisoners, citizens with

a voting ban, and those with mental disabilities are not

allowed to vote under Thai law. [Thai PBS World]

In related news, Thailand’s Election Commission is

printing 57 million ballots to ensure that there are
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enough voting cards at all polling stations. Each voting

venue will have spare ballots. According to EC’s deputy

secretary-general Kittipong Boriboon, there are

identifying markers on each ballot, such as paper

texture and color, to prevent voter fraud. [Bangkok

Post] [National News Bureau of Thailand]

Thailand: Election Commission disqualifies

80 candidates from polls, offers rewards for

info on election cheats

(lm) After conducting a background check, Thailand’s

Election Commission (EC) has disqualified nine party-

list candidates, one prime ministerial candidate from

the upcoming general election, and 71 constituency

candidates, ruling them ineligible to run for office. The

80 barred party-list and constituency candidates have

a week to lodge appeals with the Supreme Court,

starting April 15. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

In a related development, the ballots for overseas

advance voting are currently en route to 66 countries.

A total of 115,139 Thais registered as overseas voters

in the registration period that ended earlier this month

[see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2].

Furthermore, the EC on April 14 announced the launch

of a new online service through which members of the

public can anonymously provide details of alleged

fraud, vote buying or gift-giving in exchange for votes.

Besides the app, the EC has also opened other

channels for people to submit complaints including via

phone. The EC will offer cash rewards for tip offs from

about USD 2,900 and up to 29,000, depending on the

importance of the evidence to a conviction. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Election Commission under fire

after using public funds for commissioners’

trips

(aj) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) has come

under fire after it became publicly known that all six of

its members have or will be traveling abroad to

conduct inspection visits that will be paid for by public

funds.

Between April 4 and April 24, the officials will travel to

Hungary, Slovakia, South Africa, Germany, Switzerland,

the United States, Finland, and Australia; each

commissioner will be accompanied by 4-5 officials. In a

statement released on April 13 the EC defended the
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decision, claiming the trips are part of its duty to

monitor the voting system, which is an educational

experience that can be applied in organizing the

upcoming polls in May, as well as future elections.

However, critics of the travels found the visits to be

unnecessary, claiming that any information can be

gathered through video conferences.

Well-known corruption watchdog Srisuwan Chanya

said he would petition the National Anti-Corruption

Commission this week over what he described as the

EC’s negligence of duty. Srisuwan had previously

petitioned the EC to determine whether a policy by the

main opposition Pheu Thai Party of giving away nearly

USD 300 in “digital money” to everyone aged 16 or

above violated election laws [see AiR No. 15,

April/2023, 2]. [Bangkok Biz News, in Thai] [Bangkok

Post] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Anti-corruption watchdog releases

report on cases over past ten years

(aj) A local anti-graft watchdog, the Anti-Corruption

Organization of Thailand (ACT), has released a report

on the costs of corruption cases involving politicians in

the Southeast Asian nation over the past decade.

The report covers investigations conducted by

Thailand’s anti-corruption government agency and

rulings made by the country’s highest courts in the last

ten years, which amounted to 61 cases and 68

politicians allegedly involved in the crimes. The

watchdog emphasizes that the Thai judicial system fails

to properly hold politicians accountable for their

crimes, with many of the MPs, senators, and cabinet

ministers charged for corruption were acquitted and

are participating in the next election.

The ACT points to two particular incidents that it claims

were the most financially damaging – the rice-pledging

scheme of the Yingluck Shinawatra government and

the Klong Dan wastewater treatment project. Under

the former, the Yingluck administration paid farmers a

fixed price that was nearly 50 percent higher than

market rate prices, which required USD 9.4 billion

worth of subsidies to cover the costs. There were

reports of corruption in the implementation of the

program, such as farmers smuggling rice from

neighboring countries into Thailand. This endeavor

cost the country USD 3.8 billion, according to the ACT.

[US Library of Congress] 
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In the latter case, the Klong Dan wastewater treatment

plant had the ambitious goal of becoming the largest

plant of its kind in Asia. Although USD 724.7 million

funded the project, the treatment plant has yet to be in

operation, which has been the case for three decades.

Senior officials leading the public works project abused

their authority to gouge land-title deeds sold to the

plant. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World] 

Thailand: Premier defends compulsory

military conscription, cites national security

(aj) Against the larger backdrop of campaign promises

by some political parties to end compulsory military

conscription in Thailand, the country’s prime and

defense minister, Prayuth Chan-ocha, said on April 12

the draft is necessary to ensure national security.

[Bangkok Post]

Under Thailand’s 1954 Military Service Act, when men

reach the age of 21, they become eligible for

conscription. If they don’t volunteer, they must

participate in a lottery that takes place each April.

Every year, about 100,000 personnel are recruited.

Thailand: Alleged hacker surrenders to

police

(lm) A Thai army sergeant who is believed to have

illegally obtained the personal data of millions of Thai

citizens surrendered on April 12 to the Cyber Crime

Investigation Bureau (CCIB) of the country’s police. The

suspect admitted that he had asked for a ransom in

exchange for 8 million data records he had purchased

from the so-called dark web. He was now charged with

inputting false information into a computer system in a

way that could undermine national security, and

forwarding false information in breach of the

Computer Crime Act. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post

2]

The suspect had been reported missing without leave

since April 3, but the army seemed to have difficulties

tracking him down. In light of this, the Royal Thai Police

on April 8 submitted a letter to the suspect’s

supervisor and the army staff judge advocate to have

him brought in for questioning by the CCIB within

seven days [see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]

Against this backdrop, critics have slammed what they

consider complicated procedures in apprehending

military personnel suspected of committing criminal
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offenses, saying the laws need to be overhauled to

streamline the process. Pointing at the time it took for

the military to apprehend the suspect, the deputy

leader of the main opposition Pheu Thai Party said on

April 11 that this had raised suspicion that the soldier,

who was allegedly close to a powerful politician, may

enjoy certain privileges. [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Police raid illegal call center;

Chinese nationals under arrest

(aj) In Pattaya, Thailand’s beachside city, authorities

have arrested five Chinese nationals at the head of an

illegal call center and lending service that scammed

victims in the upwards of dozens of millions in Thai

Baht. This is the latest move in a recent crackdown by

Thai authorities on cyber crime and, more specifically,

illegal call centers based in the country. [Bangkok Post]

Last month, authorities arrested 20 people allegedly

involved in scam call centers duping victims - primarily

elderly United States citizens - into transferring their

money, altogether amounting to over USD 80 million in

assets [see AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4]. Prior to this,

cases were drawn up against more than 100 Thai

immigration officers who allegedly helped thousands

of Chinese enter the country illegally to set up criminal

businesses, including nightclubs where drugs were

openly sold to Chinese customers.

Thailand: Authorities bust Thai-Australian

drug ring

(aj) Thailand’s Narcotics Control Board (NCB) has

arrested several people involved in moving narcotics

from Thailand to Australia, interrupting an

international drug ring. Thai police received a tip from

the Australian Federal Police (AFP) on a combined

shipment of methamphetamine and heroin,

successfully intercepting the parcel that was

transported by nationals from Thailand, Malaysia, and

Hong Kong. Thai and Australian authorities are on the

lookout for a dual Thai-Australian citizen alleged to be

the receiver of the narcotic package. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Authorities step up security

measures in Deep South after attacks

(lm) Thai authorities have tightened security in Hat Yai

and Sadao districts of Songkhla province following a

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-sy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-sj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-st/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-si/


series of bomb and shooting attacks along rail routes

in the country’s three southernmost provinces. The

attacks took place almost simultaneously at six

locations in Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat late on April

14. No casualties were reported in any of the incidents.

[Bangkok Post] 

Human rights advocates condemn Thailand’s

decision to hand over Myanmar opposition

fighters

(lm) Regional and international human rights

advocates have condemned the recent decision by

Thai authorities to return three Myanmar opposition

activists, saying the move had put them at grave risk of

prosecution and other abuses, and thus, constituted a

clear violation of international human rights law.

[Human Rights Watch]

On April 1, Thai authorities arrested the three

members of the Burmese opposition group Lion

Battalion Commando Column in the border town of

Mae Sot in Tak province on illegal entry charges. Four

days later, the men, who had sought medical

treatment, were handed over to a junta-aligned Border

Guard Force in Karen State, Myanmar [see AiR No. 15,

April/2023, 2]. Reports subsequently emerged that the

three were killed in junta captivity. These reports could

not be verified. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Prominent political activist

sentenced to six years in prison 

(ih) Nguyen Lan Thang, a prominent Vietnamese

journalist and political activist, was sentenced to six

years in prison and two years of house arrest for

spreading "propaganda against the State."

International human rights groups have criticized his

case as part of Vietnam's increased crackdown on

political and human rights activists. Meanwhile, the

Central Inspection Commission of the Central

Committee of Vietnam's ruling Communist Party

reviewed disciplinary measures against some party

organizations and members. Lastly, Vietnam's National

Assembly Standing Committee concluded its law-

making meeting, discussing draft laws for 2023,

including proposed laws on gender identity, real estate

business, telecommunications, and citizen

identification. [Voice of America] [The Diplomat]
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Vietnam: Inspection Commission announces

disciplinary warnings against party officials 

(ih) The Central Inspection Commission (CIC) of the

Central Committee of Vietnam's Communist Party met

on April 12-13 to evaluate disciplinary actions against

party organizations and members for regulatory

violations. As the sole body within the Communist

Party authorized to discipline members, the CIC issued

a warning to Nguyen Quang Thuan, a prominent figure

in the council responsible for developing the Party's

political ideology, in October. [Vietnam+]

Vietnam: National Assembly Standing

Committee convenes April session

(ih) The National Assembly Standing Committee, the

permanent body overseeing Vietnam's unicameral

legislature when not in session, concluded its

legislative meeting on April 14. A noteworthy proposal

was introduced to establish a law allowing individuals

to change their gender identity, request a different

gender than assigned at birth, and choose a medical

intervention method for gender-affirming surgery.

Currently, there are no legal regulations for gender

identity in Vietnam, and being queer remains a

controversial issue.

During the meeting, the Standing Committee also

discussed three draft laws in the Law and Ordinance

Building Programme for 2023, which included the

amended Law on Real Estate Business, the revised Law

on Telecommunications, and the amended Law on

Citizen Identification. The Committee agreed to

propose adding the draft law on grassroots security

and order forces to the 2023 Programme. Additionally,

they decided to submit the draft Law on Roads and the

draft Law on Road Traffic Order and Safety to the

National Assembly for initial consideration in the sixth

session and approval in the seventh session. Finally,

they agreed on a proposal regarding amendments and

supplements to the Law on Exit and Entry of

Vietnamese Citizens and the Law on Entry, Exit, Transit,

and Residence of Foreigners in Vietnam, scheduling

them for passage in the fifth session.[Pink News]

[Vietnam+]
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ASEAN and China negotiate to upgrade

bilateral Free Trade Area

(ns) The Association of Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN) started its first round of negotiations with

China to upgrade the ASEAN–China Free Trade Area

(ACFTA). The renovation of the agreement will concern

digital and green economy, non-tariff and consumer

protection measures, and enterprises of micro, small

and medium sizes.

The upgraded ACFTA syllabus will reestablish the

STRACAP chapter on International Standards, Guides,

and Recommendations. For the next round of

negotiations, ASEAN and China agreed to discuss and

examine the dispute settlement process management.

China will host the upcoming discussions in the second

quarter of this year. [Khmer Times]

Cross-border haze on ASEAN meeting

agenda, Thailand’s foreign minister says

(aj) Thailand’s Caretaker Minister of Foreign Affairs

(MFA) Don Pramudwinai plans to put the transnational

problem of air pollution at the forefront of the meeting

agenda at the upcoming ASEAN Summit in May.

Last week, Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-

ocha hosted an online meeting with Myanmar Prime

Minister Min Aung Hlaing and Laos Prime Minister

Sonexay Siphandone to try and prompt trilateral

coordination on the cross-border haze issue. Thailand
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and Laos have been particularly impacted by the

pollution, affecting the tourism industry in both

countries.

Due to a simultaneous combination of slash-and-burn

agriculture, uncontrolled forest burning, stagnant air,

and drier than average climate conditions, the three

ASEAN nations have been experiencing PM2.5

concentrations far exceeding the safe zone levels

advised by the World Health Organization (WHO). For

example, in Thailand’s upper northern province of

Chiang Mai on April 18, the province had 14.9 times the

PM2.5 concentration recommended by the WHO.

[Bangkok Post] [National News Bureau of Thailand]

[Nikkei Asia] [Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Lower Mekong River nations conclude high-

level meeting with United States,

development partners

(aj) Representatives from all Southeast Asian countries

that share the Mekong River – Cambodia, Laos,

Thailand, and Vietnam – and their development

partners concluded the Mekong-US Partnership Senior

Officials’ Meeting (MUSP SOM) and the Friends of the

Mekong Senior Official Meeting (FOM SOM) in

Vientiane, Lao PDR. Participating countries agreed to

not only deepen cooperation in matters related to

sustainable energy, economic development, food

security, and transnational crimes, but also bring in

stakeholders from the sub-region during the policy-

planning stages to better address these issues.

Australia, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, the US,

EU, Asian Development Bank, and World Bank

attended the meetings as development partners, while

India, the UK, and ASEAN Secretariat sat in as

observers.

The MUSP is an initiative of the US to help member-

states address transnational issues in the sub-region

and strengthen the ties between ASEAN nations and

the US. [Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [Thai Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, Twitter]

ILO, EU to assist Thailand in capacity

building for sustainable development

(aj) The European Union (EU) delegation to Thailand,

led by the EU Directorate-General for the Environment

(DG ENV), Helge Elisabeth Zeitler, held a preliminary
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meeting with Thai officials to discuss the EU Regulation

on Deforestation-Free Products that will come into

force later this year. The new rule aims to ensure that

EU citizens only consume products that do not

contribute to global deforestation or forest

degradation, especially production of the following

commodities: wood, cattle, cocoa, coffee, palm oil, soy,

and rubber.

Representatives from Thailand’s government – foreign

affairs, commerce, natural resources – expect the

regulation to impact Thai agricultural exports, such as

its rubber products to the EU. The meeting focused on

capacity building in the Thai private sector, particularly

among smallholder farms, to meet the standards of

the EU’s new regulation. [Thai Ministry of Foreign

Affairs] [Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Twitter]

In separate developments, the International Labor

Organization (ILO) is also assisting Thailand in its

transition into a greener economy through its

Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE).

Under PAGE, the ILO will conduct a Policy Readiness

assessment on the role of carbon taxation policies in

generating green jobs. ILO’s studies will be focused in

Thailand’s northern province of Chiang Mai.

[International Labor Organization]

World’s poorest nations spend 16 percent of

revenue on debt, the highest in 25 years,

report shows

(lm) External debt payments for low-income countries

in 2023 will hit the highest level in 25 years, according

to figures released by British campaign group Debt

Justice on April 11. 91 countries will average at least

16.3 percent of government revenue in 2023, rising to

16.7 percent in 2024, an increase of over 150 percent

since 2011 when the figure was 6.6 percent. [The

Guardian]

Sri Lanka, which defaulted on its foreign debt in April

last year for the first time in its history [see AiR No. 17,

April/2022, 4], has the highest external debt payments

this year, amounting to 75 percent of government

revenue. The South Asian island nation is followed by

65.6 percent for Laos, 57.8 percent for Dominica and

46.7 percent for Pakistan. [Debt Justice]

United Arab Emirates tells IMF it will support

Pakistan with USD 1 billion, but Islamabad

still waits for bailout
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(lm) The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has informed the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) that it will provide

financial support of USD 1 billion to cash-strapped

Pakistan, the South Asian nation’s finance minister said

on April 14, an announcement that is hoped to pave

the way for Islamabad to secure a long-awaited bailout

package from the Washington-based lender. [Al

Jazeera]

Pakistan, which has foreign exchange reserves for

another four week’s worth of imports, is struggling to

unlock a USD 1.1 tranche from the IMF that has been

delayed since last November. A 10-day visit by the

lender’s delegation in late January failed to break the

deadlock, mainly over fiscal policy reforms [see AiR No.

5, January/2023, 5]. [Voice of America]

The global lender has put forward a set of demands for

the latest loan package, including removing the

artificial cap on the Pakistani rupee’s value in the

market, removing subsidies, raising taxes, as well as

providing guarantees from friendly countries of

providing financial support [see e.g. AiR No. 8,

February/2023, 3]. Furthermore, the IMF says it needs

assurances from Pakistan that its balance of payments

deficit is fully financed for the financial year ending in

June.

But earlier this month, a top finance ministry official

said the IMF has also received a commitment from

Saudi Arabia regarding funding of USD 2 billion for

Pakistan [see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]. However, prior

to this, Pakistani officials had made clear that the deal

with the IMF still depended on a similar commitment

from other “friendly” countries - most notably the UAE -

to fund Pakistan [see AiR No. 12, March/2023, 3].

Speaking against this backdrop, Pakistan’s former

Prime Minister and the leader of the country’s main

opposition PTI party, Imran Khan, told the UK-based

Financial Times that his South Asian nation will struggle

to break out of a cycle of debilitating debt repayments

without reform, warning that the debt burden on low-

and middle-income economies is becoming

unmanageable. [Financial Times]

In related developments, British campaign group Debt

Justice published figures on April 11 showing that 91

countries will spend, on average, 16.3 percent of their

revenues on external debt this year; for Islamabad

scheduled repayments on external debts amount to 47

percent of government revenues in 2023. [Debt Justice]
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Sri Lanka begins debt negotiations with the

Paris Club and its international private

creditors

(ns) Sri Lanka received a debt rework proposal from its

international private creditors on outstanding bonds

valued at over USD 12 billion. A group has

approximately 30 creditors, including Amundi Asset

Management, BlackRock, HBK Capital Management,

and T. Rowe Price Associates submitted its first official

proposal to the government of Sri Lanka. At this time,

the government and the spokesperson representing

creditors declined to report the details of their

proposal. [Al Jazeera]

The same week, Sri Lankan Finance Minister took an

official trip to meet with the International Monetary

Fund and the World Bank in Washington, US. On April

14, the Paris Club states announced that they aim to

begin negotiations on the Sri Lankan debt

restructuring. Japanese and Indian Finance Ministries

set up a creditor committee on April 13 while the

Finance Minister was in the United States. The group

will discuss the terms for a future debt relief deal. The

Paris Club members expressed the intention to keep

the talks transparent and welcomed all public sector

creditors to engage in the process. [Reuters] [Daily

Mirror]

Sri Lankan State Minister of Finance meets

with IMF, World Bank representatives

(ns) Sri Lankan State Minister of Finance, Shehan

Semasinghe, made an official trip to Washington for

the 2023 International Monetary Fund (IMF) – World

Bank Spring meetings. He met with the Managing

Director for Operations at the World Bank during the

trip, with whom they discussed how the organization

can support the economic recovery of Sri Lanka. The

State Minister of Finance also talked about the reforms

in progress with the IMF Executive Director and the

World Bank team specializing in social safety

measures, cash transfer programs, and the

development of effective delivery systems. [News First]

Sri Lanka can receive concessionary funding

for green bonds from Asian Development

Bank

(ns) Asian Development Bank (ADB) expressed an

interest in supporting the economic recovery of Sri
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Lanka by assisting it through concessionary funding

and green bond issues. The ADB Sri Lanka country

director said the major creditor’s priority for the South

Asian Kingdom in 2023 is to support the banking and

energy sectors. The ADB representative said the lender

is looking for ways to mobilize investment beyond the

Ordinary Capital Resources that Sri Lanka can currently

assess. 

Sri Lanka is conducting an asset quality review of

banks with support from ADB during this period. The

Island State is also working on improving the

governance of its energy sector and its robust bilateral

effect on financial stability in the country. Economic

activity disruptions due to power shortages led to Sri

Lanka running out of foreign reserves and being

unable to supply the nation with essential provisions.

ADB will also work with local officials to prepare the

sales plan for green § blue bonds when the State

recovers its economic stability. [Bloomberg]

Pakistan criticizes India’s decision to host

G20 events disputed Kashmir region

(mk/tj) Pakistan on April 18 condemned a decision by

neighboring India to hold meetings under the

framework of the upcoming Group of Twenty (G20)

summit in Srinagar, the capital city of Indian-

administered Kashmir, alleging New Delhi is exploiting

its membership of an important intergovernmental

forum to advance its “self-serving” agenda. [Al Jazeera]

[The Hindu] [The Wire]

India currently holds the rotating year-long presidency

of the G20, an intergovernmental bloc comprising 19

countries and the European Union, and is set to host a

leaders' summit in New Delhi in early September. On

April 14, New Delhi released a full calendar of events

leading up to the summit, which included G20 and

Youth 20 meetings in Kashmir's Srinagar and in Leh, in

the neighboring region of Ladakh, in April and May.

[Reuters]

This would be the first time that a major international

event is being held in the disputed region since Indian

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government

unilaterally revoked Kashmir's special status in August

2019 and split the state into two federally

administered territories - Jammu & Kashmir and

Ladakh.

Last month, China boycotted a G20 engagement

meeting in India’s eastern state of Arunachal Pradesh,

a region which Beijing claims as part of its South Tibet
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region. In light of this, there is good reason to believe

that Pakistan has lobbied China, besides other allies

such as Saudi Arabia and Turkey to stop the meeting in

Srinagar. [Deutsche Welle]

Ukraine President would be happy to attend

G20 summit in New Delhi, Ukrainian senior

official says

(mk) Ukraine’s First Deputy Foreign Minister, Emine

Dzhaparova, addressing a gathering at the Indian

Council of World Affairs (ICWA) in New Delhi, said that

the Ukrainian President, Volodymyr Zelenskyy would

be happy to speak at the G-20 summit to be held in

India in September.

The war in Ukraine has dominated discussions leading

up to the G-20 summit this year, and India’s role as

Chair of the Group of Twenty as well as long-time

Russian ally has invited Ukrainian criticism thus far.

Dzhaparova, on her two-day visit to India with an aim

of garnering more support for Ukraine, defended

India’s sovereign right to dealings with other nations,

but established that it was her mission to change

India’s position on the war thus far.

She asked for Ukrainian officials to be invited for the G-

20 Summit, so they could convey the voice of the

Ukrainian people at the platform.

Notably, Dzhaparova handed over a letter from

Zelenskyy to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

requesting India to aid Ukraine in medical equipment

and supplies during the ongoing war. She also

mentioned assisting Indian medical students in

Ukraine to take the Unified State Qualification Exam in

their country of domicile, according to a statement by

the Indian Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).

Dzhaparova expressed Ukraine’s wish to build better

cooperation and closer relations between India and

Ukraine, and held bilateral talks with Secretary (West)

of the MEA, Sanjay Verma, discussing spheres such as

economic, defense, humanitarian assistance, and

global issues of mutual interest. She also invited Indian

companies to invest in helping rebuild Ukrainian

infrastructure. [The Hindu] [The Hindu 2] [Ministry of

External Affairs, India] [Al Jazeera]

Indian envoy to UN alleges Pakistan’s aid to

smuggle illicit weapons via drones, calls for

global condemnation
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(mk/lm) India’s Permanent Representative to the

United Nations (UN) Ruchira Kamboj told the UN

Security Council on April 10 that her country was facing

a “serious challenge” of cross-border supply of illicit

weapons through drones. In a thinly-veiled reference

to neighboring Pakistan, the envoy said that “certain

states with dubious proliferation credentials” colluding

with terrorists need to be held accountable for their

deeds. [The Hindu] [Hindustan Times]

In fact, Indian officials have reported drones coming in

from Pakistan to drop weapons and drugs in Punjab

and Kashmir. The most recent incident was on April 13

when the Indian Army recovered five AK magazines

and some cash that was dropped from a drone near

the Line of Control, the military control line between

the Indian- and Pakistani-controlled parts of Kashmir.

[Swarajya]

Sri Lankan government fails to respond to

the UN probe request regarding data on

women-trafficking in Oman

(ns) After extensive media coverage of the women

trafficking of Sri Lankan domestic workers intending to

sell them for sex slavery in Oman, the United Nations

have taken an action to probe the criminal

configuration that reportedly involved corrupted

Embassy officials refusing to help the victims who

sought to return home. The UN Human Rights Council

requested the government of Sri Lanka to provide the

information documenting the human-trafficking case

to address it in the Special Rapporteur on

contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes

and consequences, particularly for women § children.

Despite UN officials giving 60 days for the authorities

of the Island State to respond, the government failed

to reply to the request.

The phenomenon went viral again when one woman

who returned from Oman found out that her children

were taken into custody because her husband died

while she was kidnapped. In Oman, women were

auctioned for work and sex slavery in various countries

of the Middle East. Prominently, Sri Lankan Embassy in

Oman officials threatened to report them to local

police when they asked to be returned home. Despite

the suspension of the official from his position, Sri

Lankan courts released the defendant on bail upon

arrival in the home state. [Daily Mirror], [AiR No. 48,

November/2022, 5]
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Japan-G7: Unified stance against Russia at

Foreign Ministers’ Meeting

(dql) Japan hosted from April 16-18 the G7 Foreign

Ministers’ Meeting at which the group reaffirmed a

unified position towards the war in Ukraine,

demanding that Russia “must withdraw all forces and

equipment from Ukraine immediately and

unconditionally,” and condemning the announcement

of Russian President Vladimir Putin to deploy tactical

nuclear weapons in Belarus. 

Further, the group agreed to reinforce coordination “to

prevent and respond to evasion of sanctions as well as

third party weapon supply to Russia.”

Hosting Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi

stressed in a press conference after the meeting in

Ukraine that the “strength of the solidarity between

the G7 foreign ministers is at a level not seen before.”

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [Reuters]

Japan-G7: Climate, energy ministers’ meeting

(dql) The two-day meeting of Group of Seven (G7)

climate and energy ministers, held on April 15-16 in

Sapporo, Japan, ended without an agreement on a set

deadline for ending coal power use.

It is believed that hosting Japan, which holds this year’s

G7 presidency, was refusing to agree to a specific time

frame for terminating the use of coal given that the

resource-poor country is likely to rely on the energy

source for at least most of the 2030s. 

However, the ministers agreed on commitments to

accelerating the phase-out of fossil fuels to achieve net

zero carbon dioxide emissions by 2050 at the latest,

while reaffirming the call to urgently reduce carbon

emissions and achieve a “predominantly decarbonized

power sector” by 2035. [AP News] [Kyodo News]

The meeting was attended by the G7 members Japan,

Canada, European Union, France, Germany, Italy,

United Kingdom, and United States as well as by the

guest countries India, (which holds the G20

presidency), Indonesia (ASEAN Presidency), and United

Arab Emirates (COP28 Presidency). 

Bangladesh foreign minister meets with US

counterpart in Washington
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(az/lm) Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen

met with his United States counterpart Antony Blinken

in Washington on April 10. During the meeting the US

top diplomat underscored the importance of free and

fair elections in the South Asian country, scheduled to

be held in January 2024, as well as the respect for

human rights as critical preconditions for the

deepening of bilateral ties. [U.S. Department of State]

Notably, later the same day, Bangladesh’s Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina in an address to Parliament

accused the US of seeking to introduce a government

“that will not have a democratic existence”. In her

speech, the prime minister also said the country’s

highest-circulating newspaper, Prothom Alo, was the

enemy of her ruling Awami League, democracy and the

people of Bangladesh. The statements came after a

reporter with the daily was charged for writing a “false”

news piece on the rising food prices [see AiR No. 15,

April/2023, 2]. [Scroll.in]

Still, Foreign Affairs Minister Momen upon his return to

Bangladesh said on April 14 that the US does not want

a neutral caretaker government to conduct the

country’s general elections but instead had asked

Dhaka to conduct the polls as per the country's

existing law. Although the main opposition BNP is

pressuring the government and trying to attract

international actors to help implement a caretaker

government, the ruling party Awami League is against

the decision. [Dhaka Tribune]

Against this backdrop, the US Ambassador to

Bangladesh, Peter Haas, held a meeting with senior

opposition party leaders on April 16 to discuss the

upcoming national election in Bangladesh. A free and

fair election process was emphasized during the

meeting. [NewAge]

Bangladesh to pay Russia in Chinese yuan to

settle payment for nuclear plant

(az/lm) Bangladesh has reportedly agreed to pay USD

318 million to a Russian nuclear power plant developer

using Chinese yuan, in the latest instance of countries

bypassing the U.S. dollar and using the Chinese

currency to conduct international payments.

[Bloomberg] [Reuters]

Bangladesh is constructing the Rooppur Nuclear Power

Plant, the first of two nuclear power plants in

collaboration with Russia's state-owned atomic

company Rosatom in a USD 12.65 billion project, 90

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-yuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-yuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-yuj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-yut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-yui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-yud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-yuh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-yuk/


percent of which is financed through a Russian loan

repayable within 28 years, with a 10-year grace period.

The decision to settle a payment for the loan

Bangladesh had obtained resolves a payments

deadlock between the two countries that has lasted for

more than a year. Dhaka had been unable to pay

Russia for the construction of the power plant using

U.S. dollars after Russia was banned from accessing

the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial

Telecommunications (SWIFT) international money

transfer system last year because of sanctions over its

invasion of Ukraine.

In light of this, Russia had initially asked Bangladesh to

make the payment in Rubles [see AiR No. 6,

February/2023, 1]. The transaction will now be

completed instead using yuan via the Cross-border

Interbank Payment System (CIPS), developed by the

Chinese in 2015 to combat the dominance of the dollar

in international trade.

Bangladesh, Cuba agree to strengthen

bilateral ties

az/lm) Bangladesh’s High Commissioner to Canada – 

in his concurrent capacity as Ambassador to the

Republic of Cuba — and Cuban President Miguel Díaz-

Canel Bermúdez on April 15 agreed to strengthen

bilateral ties between their countries.

The Bangladeshi side also used the opportunity to

stress the need for strengthening the Group of 77

(G77) of 134 developing countries under Cuba’s current

presidency, to call for coming up with a strong

statement against interference in the internal affairs of

other countries at the G77 summit in September.

Furthermore, delegations from both sides agreed to

sign a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to search

for new possible ways of business, especially garments

and medical biotechnology. [Dhaka Tribune] [Daily

Sun]

Cambodian garment exports to Turkey surge

(ns) In 2022, bilateral trade between Cambodia and

Turkey has seen a 70 percent increase ompared to the

previous year, with the garment sector's export value

rising by 110% to reach USD 84.143 million.
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Cambodian and Turkish government representatives

recently held a virtual discussion to explore

opportunities for promoting trade and establishing an

economic partnership, aiming to increase the annual

trade volume to USD 1 billion. The countries plan to

collaborate in the agricultural sector and boost

Cambodian textile exports, while Turkey intends to

provide scholarships for Cambodian students to

encourage investment cooperation. [Cambodianess],

[Fibre 2 Fashion]

Cambodia's defense ministry welcomes

Chinese and Vietnamese envoys for Khmer

New Year Commemoration

(ns) The Director of the Chinese Military Attachment

Office in Cambodia visited the General Department of

Military Service Director to convey Khmer New Year

greetings.

The two parties discussed their successful joint military

actions and expressed wishes for continued success in

future missions.

Meanwhile, a Vietnamese delegation, led by the An

Giang Provincial Police Chief, met with the General

Department of Military Service to express interest in

enhancing collaboration between the Vietnamese and

Cambodian defense forces departments, emphasizing

the importance of cooperation for maintaining peace

and stability. [Ministry of National Defence – Cambodia

1] [Ministry of National Defence – Cambodia 2]

Cambodia's Ministry of Women's Affairs and

UK embassy collaborate

(ns) Cambodian Minister of Women's Affairs Ing Kantha

Phavi and the UK Ambassador to Cambodia agreed to

collaborate on projects focused on education,

empowerment, and ending violence against women, as

part of a national strategic development plan to help

Cambodia achieve developed country status by 2050.

Both parties acknowledged progress in enhancing

education in science, technology, engineering, and

mathematics and promoting leadership among girls

and women. The Ministry of Women's Affairs states

that women comprise 51% of Cambodia's population,

making their active participation in the national

economy crucial for the country to become a high-

income state. [Phnom Penh Post]
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Cambodia hopes that the AUKUS agreement

won't affect stability in the ASEAN regional

waters

(ns) On March 14, Australia, the United Kingdom, and

the United States (AUKUS) announced their trilateral

plan to provide the Royal Australian Navy with nuclear-

powered submarines.

That led to a rising concern from the Association of

Southaast Asian Nations member states, particularly

Indonesia and Malaysia, due to the management

overlap between their archipelagic waters and the

AUKUS submarines of Australia. Cambodia is

predominantly a mainland state, and in contrast to

critique from fellow members, it expresses hope that

the agreement “will not fuel unhealthy rivalries”.

Indeed, the 2022 State of Southeast Asia Survey from

the ISEAS-Ishak Yusof Institute shows that around 26%

of Cambodian respondents see AUKUS as a

counterforce to the Chinese growing military presence,

while approximately 28% anticipated a regional arms

race as a result of the agreement. Some observers

argue that close Cambodia–China relationship is

detrimental to these findings.

Even so, regional experts highlight that a war between

the US and China would significantly damage the

stability and economy of the Cambodian Kingdom

because it has longstanding ties with both nations.

Furthermore, state authorities deliberately remind in

their public speeches that Cambodia adheres to the

principle of “non-interference” in geopolitical

encounters between other states. Lastly, Cambodia

has an active stance along with the States that ratify

the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and stands

alongside the international community members who

favor the prevention of spreading nuclear materials.

[Fulcrum], [AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]

China-Brazil: Lula and Xi agree on closer

cooperation both economically and

politically

(ms) The Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva

ended a four-day state visit on April 15, during which

both BRICS countries showed great unity: economically

a variety of economic agreements were concluded,

both heads of government have decided on bilateral

trade in their own currencies, but also in regard to

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jlu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jrl/


Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine, both

countries jointly advocated peace negotiations.

Lula was accompanied by more than 100 business

representatives during his visit, however, Lula clearly

emphasized that the visit was not only for economic

purposes. Lula can be quoted as saying, "[o]ur

interests in the relationship with China are not just

commercial, [] we have political interests and we have

interests in building a new geopolitics so that we can

change world governance by giving more

representation to the United Nations," thereby already

setting the course for the visit.

As part of the desired change in world governance, the

Chinese government, during the meeting between Lula

and Chinese President Xi Jinping, assured Brazil of its

support in its efforts to obtain a permanent seat on

the UN Security Council. Which is just one part of the

UN reforms they both support to ensure that the UN

"ha[s] the strength to coordinate the balance that the

world needs for people to live in peace."

The most attention and displeasure, particularly from

the U.S. perspective, has been the continuing efforts of

both China but also Brazil to replace the dollar as the

currency for bilateral trade with each other but also

within the BRICS countries with local currencies or

even a currency of their own in the future. Already in

March, the two countries announced a joint currency

agreement and appointed both a Chinese and a

Brazilian bank which in the future will be able to settle

trade and financial transactions by directly exchanging

yuan into reais and vice versa, eliminating the need for

the U.S. dollar as an intermediary. [Bloomberg] [France

24]

China, which already has similar deals with other

countries, most notably Russia, and has been pursuing

the strengthening of the renminbi in international

trade for some time, Xi's visit to Saudi Arabia and his

meeting with the Gulf Cooperation Council last

December, and the initial negotiations for the

abolishment of the petro-dollar and the payment of

Saudi oil with renminbi, brought this issue into the

spotlight and sparked a debate about the possibility

and likelihood of de-dollarization in the coming

decades [see AiR No. 50, December/2022, 2].

Economically relevant was, among other things, Lula's

visit to a research center of the Chinese tech giant

Huawei, with which Lula clearly distanced himself from

the U.S. government under Joe Biden, which almost

completely prohibits U.S. companies from trading with

the Chinese company. According to Lula himself, the

visit was meant as "a demonstration that [Brazil]
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want[s] to tell the world we don't have prejudices in

our relations with the Chinese."

Likewise, the business delegation reportedly struck a

variety of deals and agreements with Chinese

companies underscoring the economic importance of

the two countries to each other, with China as Brazil's

largest export market.

Regarding Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine,

Lula and Xi advocated together for an end to the

conflict and both offered to take a greater role in

possible peace efforts. Lula also specifically took the

U.S. into responsibility at the end of his trip, calling

them to "stop encouraging war and start talking about

peace." [Brazilian Government in Portuguese] [CGTN]

[Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [Chinese State

Council] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post] [VOA

News]

Lula's visit underscores the clear systemic change

under his administration compared to the previous

administration under Jair Messias Bolsonaro, who

pursued a more right-wing protectionist foreign policy

with a stronger orientation toward the U.S., especially

under the Trump administration, which hurt relations

with China. Lula, on the other hand, underscored with

the state visit a clear interest in intensifying

cooperation with China beyond the field of economics,

while at the same time striving for good relations with

the U.S. During Lula's visit to Washington in February,

both leaders agreed on closer cooperation in the fields

of climate change, sustainable development, and the

energy transition, but also closer bilateral economic

relations. [U.S. Embassy in Brazil]

China-Germany: German Foreign Minister

Baerbock warns of attack on 

(ms) German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock,

during her three-day visit to China, warns the Chinese

government against a military escalation in the Taiwan

Strait, stressing that "a unilateral [...] change of the

status quo would be unacceptable to us as

Europeans," thereby clearly deviating from the position

of French President Emmanuel Macron, who during his

last week's visit demanded understanding for China on

Taiwan by Europe (see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2).

The three-day visit from April 13 to 15 was part of

Baerbock's Asia tour, which was followed by further

stops in South Korea and Japan and ended with her

participation in the foreign ministers' meeting of the G-

7 countries.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jri/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jrd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jrh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jrk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jrk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jru/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jyl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jyy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-jyt/


During her meeting with her Chinese counterpart Qin

Gang, Baerbock, like German Chancellor Olaf Scholz

during his visit to China in early November last year

(see AiR No. 45, November/2022, 2), stressed the

importance of relations between Germany and China

and made clear that the German government had no

interest in "uncoupling" these relations. However, she

emphasized that it was in Germany's interest not to

make itself dependent on one economy, as Germany

has done with respect to fossil fuel supplies from

Russia.

In the course of this "de-risking" of the German

economy, Baerbock demands that the German

economic partners must on the one hand commit

themselves to the compliance with human rights,

whereby Baerbock refrained from a clear naming of,

for example, the Xinjiang region and the human rights

violations reported there. Likewise, the economic

partners must also adhere to a equal level playing

field, with Baerbock echoing the criticism voiced by

Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European

Commission, before and during her visit to China with

Macron, in which she accused China of "increasingly

imbalanced" trade relations between the EU and China

(see AiR No. 14, April/2023, 1).

Regarding this restructuring of the German economy,

Chancellor Scholz announced during a speech on April

16 that Germany wants to support resource-rich

countries in developing their own processing

infrastructure, which would make them less

dependent on China, which has been importing large

quantities of these raw resources and thereby

transferring the processing and the associated

economic output to China. In addition to increasing

prosperity in the countries concerned, Scholz also

expects that the efforts will give Germany a wider

choice of possible importing countries and therefore

make it more independent of China. [Reuters]

Of particular importance for Baerbock, however, was

the Taiwan issue. Baerbock is quoted as saying: "[a]

military escalation in the Taiwan Strait [...] would be a

worst-case scenario globally and affect us as one of the

biggest industrial nations in particular. Fifty percent of

global trade passes through the Taiwan Strait, 70% of

semiconductors pass through the Taiwan Strait, so the

free passage is in our economic interest as well.“

[Deutsche Welle]

In addition to Taiwan, Russia's war of aggression

against Ukraine also played an important role during

the meeting. Here, too, Baerbock found clear words: "I

have to say openly that I wonder why, as part of its

positioning, China has yet to demand of the Russian
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aggressor that it stop the war." She thereby took China

to task for taking a more active role in peace efforts,

especially by influencing Russia. In addition, she

warned China against supplying weapons to Russia. To

which Qin replied that China "is not supplying any

weapons to the parties in the conflict and won't do so

in the future, either." [Financial Times] [German

Foreign Office in German via Twitter] [The Guardian]

Qin also stressed during the meeting Germany's

importance to China and its appreciation of the 50-

year relationship, but nevertheless used the meeting

with Baerbock and the subsequent press conference

to urge Germany not to take too hard a line against

China in the China strategy which is currently drafted

by the German government.

In November of last year, a working draft of the

document was leaked which, among other things,

called on German companies to reduce their

dependence on China, advocated an EU investment

agreement with Taiwan, and generally called for

Germany to take a tougher stance against China.

With regards to Baerbock’s statement of human rights,

Qin insisted that there are "no uniform standards in

the world," and warned that “[what China needs least

is a teacher from the West." [Chinese Ministry of

Foreign Affairs] [Politico] [A News]

China assures Taliban-led Afghan

government of reconstruction support

(ms) In the framework of the Meeting of Foreign

Ministers of Afghanistan's Neighboring States, Chinese

Foreign Minister Qin Gang met with Acting Foreign

Minister of the Afghan Interim Government Mawlawi

Amir Khan Muttaqi in Uzbekistan on April 12 and

pledged Chinese support for the reconstruction of

Afghanistan.

On this occasion, the Chinese Foreign Ministry

published "China's Position on the Afghan Issue", an

11-point plan on China's approach to Afghanistan. At

the beginning of it, China presents its "Three Respects"

and "Three Nevers" which include that, "China respects

the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity

of Afghanistan, respects the independent choices

made by the Afghan people, and respects the religious

beliefs and national customs of Afghanistan. China

never interferes in Afghanistan's internal affairs, never

seeks selfish interests in Afghanistan, and never

pursues so-called sphere of influence." A reiteration of
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the non-interference policy embraced by China

internationally.

On the announced support, China is open to closer

trade and investment cooperation between the two

neighboring countries and supports Afghanistan's

continued participation in the Belt and Road Initiative

(BRI).

In addition, China specifically held the U.S. government

accountable, calling on it to lift the sanctions imposed

on the Afghan government and "return the Afghan

overseas assets, and deliver its pledged humanitarian

aid to meet the emergency needs of the Afghan

people."

Together with the other foreign ministers present

during the Meeting of Foreign Ministers of

Afghanistan's Neighboring States, namely Iran,

Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and

Uzbekistan, the states agreed to support

counterterrorism efforts in Afghanistan.

While most of the diplomatic relations between

Afghanistan under the Taliban government and

especially Western countries have come to a complete

standstill after their military withdrawal, the Chinese

government reopened its local embassy as early as

mid-August 2021, signaling openness to cooperation

with the Taliban government. In light of this willingness

to cooperate, the Taliban government signed an oil

extraction deal with a Chinese company earlier this

year (see AiR No. 2, January/2023, 2). [Chinese Foreign

Ministry 1] [Chinese Foreign Ministry 2] [Chinese

Foreign Ministry] [Global Times]

China and Uzbekistan agree on closer

economic cooperation

(ms) In the framework of the Meeting of Foreign

Ministers of Afghanistan's Neighboring States, Chinese

Foreign Minister Qin Gang met with both Uzbek

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev and Uzbek Acting Foreign

Minister Bakhtiyor Saidov. Both parties agreed to

expand relations and advocated a faster start of the

China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan (CKU) Railway project.

China has been putting increased focus on its

relationship with its Central Asian neighbors in recent

years. In September last year, Chinese President Xi

Jiping made a trip to Central Asian countries, including

Uzbekistan, one of the largest exporters of natural gas

to China (see AiR No. 38, September/2022, 3). Xi and

his counterpart Mirziyoyev agreed to intensify
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economic cooperation between the two countries and

set an annual trade turnover of USD 10 billion as a

benchmark.

It was against the backdrop of this meeting that the

talks between Qin and Uzbekistan representatives took

place. Both parties underlined the goals set in

September and in particular the early start of the

China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan (CKU) Railway project

would play an important role in the future economic

relations. In addition to providing a more flexible and

stable supply route of natural gas from Uzbekistan to

China, the railroad project, when completed, would

provide an alternative land route for Chinese goods to

the Middle East and Europe. [Chinese Foreign Ministry

1] [Chinese Foreign Ministry 2] [South China Morning

Post]

Australia temporarily suspends WTO

complaint against Chinese barley tariffs

(ms) In a joint statement by various Australian

ministries, the Australian government announced it

would suspend its complaint to the World Trade

Organization (WTO) against China and its tariffs on

barley from Australia for three to four months. The

reason cited is an agreement between the two

countries, which is expected to be an end to the

bilateral dispute.

In 2020, the Chinese government-imposed tariffs of

80.5 percent on Australian barley, a defacto import

ban, in response to a motion co-sponsored by

Australia calling for an independent investigation into

the causes of and response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Under the agreement now agreed upon, China has

agreed to review the tariffs imposed on barley over a

period of three to four months, and for that review

period Australia will suspend the WTO complaint.

However, Foreign Minister Penny Wong also stressed

that "if the duty is not lifted at the end of the review

period, we'll resume our dispute in the WTO."

The rapprochement between the two countries is

another step in the improving relations between

Australia and China under the Albanese government,

which is trying hard to restore relations that were

strained under the preceding administration. [Anadoly

Agency] [Associated Press] [Australian Minister of

Foreign Affairs]
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China launches record investigation into

Taiwan's trade restrictions against mainland

products

(ms) China's Ministry of Commerce announced on April

12 the launch of an investigation into Taiwan's import

restrictions on 2,400 mainland products, just after the

large-scale military exercises ended on April 10 [see

AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2].

In addition to the temporal proximity to the military

exercises, the investigation is expected to be

completed by October 12 of this year, but an extension

to January 12 of next year is also possible. The second

deadline in particular could be an indication of the

aims of the investigation, as the next presidential

election in Taiwan will take place just one day later on

January 13.

The exact consequences of the investigation are not

yet foreseeable, but subsequent "retaliation" through

similar import restrictions on the part of China against

Taiwanese products cannot be ruled out. Which might

affect the popularity of the Democratic Progressive

Party (DPP), the party of the current Taiwanese

President Tsai Ing-wen, but such assumptions are so

far only speculations.

The Taiwanese government, in response to the start of

the investigation, defends the restrictions, stressing

that Taiwan "provides market access to Chinese goods

if they are not deemed to endanger national security

and have no major adverse effects on related local

industries." [South China Morning Post] [Taipei Times]

China-Russia: Meeting between Putin and

Chinese defense minister

(ms) On April 16, Russian President Vladimir Putin

along with his Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu met with

Chinese Defense Minister Li Shangfu in Moscow, with

both parties welcoming military cooperation between

the two nations.

The meeting comes as the Russian Pacific Fleet has

been put on high alert for snap drills that will involve

practice missile launches, in what appears to be a

massive show of force amid the tensions with the West

over the fighting in Ukraine. Defence Minister Sergey

Shoigu remarked that objective of war games on April

14 was to test the capability of Russia’s armed forces to

mount a response to aggression. [CBS News]
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The exact contents of the meeting were not disclosed.

Both countries, however, stressed the mutual

importance of Russia-China "no-limits" relations. In the

course of the meeting, Putin said, "We are working

actively through our military departments, regularly

exchanging useful information, working together in the

field of military-technical cooperation."

The extent of the military relationship between the two

countries regarding the war of aggression against

Ukraine was brought into focus after a senior adviser

to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy told

Reuters that Chinese parts are increasingly being

found in Russian weapons used in Ukraine. So far,

however, neither the U.S. nor NATO has found any

evidence of the sale or trade of weapons from China to

Russia. Likewise, China's Foreign Minister Qin Gang,

during his meeting with his German counterpart

Annalena Baerbock, stressed that China has not sent

any weapons to Russia and will not do so in the future

(see entry above). [Al Jazeera] [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

The close nature of the relationship between the two

neighboring countries was also emphasized during the

April 13 meeting between Qin and Russian Foreign

Minister Sergey Lavrov In the framework of the

Meeting of Foreign Ministers of Afghanistan's

Neighboring States.

Lavrov assured that Russia would actively support

China in enforcing the Global Development Initiative,

the Global Security Initiative and the Global Civilization

Initiative. Both countries will also work to strengthen

the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and the BRICS,

a topic that also played an important role in the

meeting between Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula

da Silva and Chinese President Xi Jinping, which took

place at the same time (see entry above). [Chinese

Foreign Ministry]

China-US: FBI arrests individuals who

allegedly ran Chinese secret police station

(ms) The FBI has arrested two men in New York

suspected of running a local covert station for China's

police force.

The US Attorney in charge said the men had engaged

in "transnational repression targeting members of the

Chinese diaspora community in New York City and

elsewhere in the United States," for which they are

now charged with working as agents of the Chinese

government without informing US authorities, as well

as obstruction of justice.
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In December of last year, the human rights

organization Safeguard Defender published the report

"Patrol and Persuade" [see full report], which accuses

the Chinese government of setting up more than 100

of such secret police stations around the world. The

stations are used to coerce citizens or former citizens

of China who are abroad to return to China. The

methods range from intimidation and threats of

persecution of relatives still living in China to

kidnapping people to force them to return back to

China [see AiR No. 49, December/2022, 1]. [Al Jazeera]

[The Guardian] [The New York Times]

Meeting between top bank officials of China

and the U.S.

(ms) On April 11, on the sidelines of the World Bank

and International Monetary Fund's Spring Meeting in

Washington, People's Bank of China's (PBC) Governor

Yi Gang and U.S. Federal Reserve (Fed) Chair Jerome

Powell reportedly held their first meeting in two years,

during which they "exchanged views" on China-U.S.

economic and financial trends. More detailed

information about the content and outcome of the

meeting was not disclosed by either the Chinese or the

U.S. side. [Bloomberg] [CNBC]

China-U.S.: U.S. warship passes Taiwan Strait

(ms) The U.S. destroyer USS Milius sailed through the

strait between Taiwan and mainland China on April 16,

less than a week after the end of China's three-day

long large-scale military maneuvers around Taiwan

(see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2).

The U.S. Navy described the maneuver of the USS

Milius as a "routine passage through the Taiwan Strait"

through waters "where freedom of navigation and

overflight on the high seas apply in accordance with

international law."

The Chinese side and the People's Liberation Army

(PLA) said they had been tracking and monitoring the

ship throughout its course on high alert. Such U.S.

maneuvers, however, would be "losing its meaning" in

light of the PLA's growing strength during the

maneuver around Taiwan, according to the PLA. [Al

Jazeera] [Global Times] [South China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, China’s foreign ministry sanctioned U.S.

Representative Michael McCaul, chairman of the

House of Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee,
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on April 13 Under the sanctions, assets of McCaul in

China will be frozen, any organization or individual

within China prohibited from engaging with him, while

he will be banned from obtaining visas or entry to

China.

The move came in response his visit to Taiwan earlier

this month during which he criticized Beijing for the

persecution of Uyghur Muslims, its efforts to assert

dominance over the Catholic Church in China, and the

repression of other religious minorities (see AiR No. 15,

April/2023, 2), while promising to help provide training

for Taiwan's armed forces and to speed up the delivery

of weapons Taiwan had ordered.

The foreign ministry called the visit a move that

undermined China’s sovereignty and territorial

integrity, and sent wrong signals to “Taiwan

independence” forces. [China Daily] [Reuters]

China criticizes Indian home minister’s visit

to Arunachal Pradesh, asserts sovereignty

over the region

(mk/lm) Indian Home Minister Amit Shah’s recent visit

to the country’s eastern state of Arunachal Pradesh,

has elicited a strong response from China, which

claims the region in full, and thus, views the minister’s

visit as a violation of its territorial integrity. [Al Jazeera]

[The Hindu]

Earlier this month, in a symbolic provocation, the

Chinese Ministry of Civil Affairs released 11 Chinese

names of places, including towns, mountain peaks and

rivers, in Arunachal Pradesh near the two countries’

disputed border in the Himalayas, and released a map

of China's territory classifying the area as part of

southern Tibet. [AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]

Against this backdrop, Shah told local residents of a

border village in Arunachal Pradesh on April 10 that

border areas are the “first priority” of the Indian

government, adding that “times when anyone could

encroach on Indian land have passed”. The minister

delivered these remarks while initiating the so-called

Vibrant Villages Programme, a central government-

funded scheme that aims to provide comprehensive

development projects to identified villages in some

Indian border states. [The Indian Express]

India, Sri Lanka expand facilities to launch

new ferry service
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(ns) The Sri Lankan government has launched a project

to establish an affordable passenger ferry service to

India, mobilizing its navy forces for the expansion of

facilities in the linking harbors. The service will connect

the Sri Lankan Kankesanthurai and Indian Pondicherry

ports. In turn, the development of linking facilities

should accommodate the anticipated traffic and allow

better management. 

Sri Lanka Ports Authority provides the materials for

infrastructure development on the Island Kingdom’s

harbor. The Sri Lankan Ministry of Defence published a

message expressing its commitment to maintaining

stability in the ocean region and its willingness to

support the construction of a passenger terminal with

its skilled representatives. Naval recruits and civil

engineering officers manage the construction of

facilities. The ferry service should also help increase

tourism between Sri Lanka and India. [Colombo Page]

[Ministry of Defence – Sri Lanka]

India, United States foreign ministers hold

telephone conversation; remark on steady

progress in ties

(mk) Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on

April 16 held a telephone conversation with his United

States counterpart Antony Blinken and discussed

regional and global issues. Jaishankar in a social media

post later noted the steady progress in India-US ties

during the telephone conversation. [S. Jaishankar,

Twitter] [Businessworld]

Jaishankar and Blinken had held talks in Mach during

the latter’s visit to India for the G20 Foreign Ministers’

Meet and the Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meet. They had

discussed cooperation across a range of sectors such

as strategic technology, global health security, clean

energy transition, counternarcotics, and women’s

economic empowerment. They had also discussed

ways to mitigate the global impacts of Russia’s war in

Ukraine.

India, United Kingdom prime ministers hold

phone conversation as New Delhi widens

probe into BBC

(mk/lm) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his

British counterpart Rishi Sunak agreed great progress

was made on the bilateral roadmap signed in 2021 in a

phone call on April 13, even as authorities in New Delhi
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widened the scope of investigation into the BBC. [see

entry in this edition]

According to the official readout by Downing Street,

the two leaders also discussed the ongoing

negotiations on the UK-India Free Trade Agreement,

which was expected to be reached by the end of

October 2022. At the time, negotiations were derailed

by comments made by Suella Braverman about

Indians overstaying their UK visas [see AiR No. 41,

October/2022, 2]. A further setback came after the BBC

documentary and subsequent raids described as

“surveys” by India’s income tax authorities [see AiR No.

8, February/2023, 3].

The Indian side, in turn, reported that during the

telephonic conversation Modi raised the issue of

security of Indian diplomatic establishments in the UK

and called for strong action against anti-India

elements. This comes after The Times reported that

India reportedly halted trade negotiations with

Downing Street in response to a perceived lack of

action from the Sunak government following the

protests in March when Khalistan supporters pulled

down the Indian flag at the embassy and smashed

windows [see AiR No. 12, March/2023, 3]. India

however, denied stalling the talks and called the

newspaper report “baseless” [see AiR No. 15,

April/2023, 2].

Additionally, the two leaders also discussed the issue

of economic offenders who have sought refuge in the

UK. Modi also invited his British counterpart for the

G20 Summit in September this year. [The Independent]

[Narendra Modi, Twitter] [Ministry of External Affairs,

India] [The Hindu]

India, Russia in ‘advanced talks’ on free

trade deal in significant step-up of relations

(lm) India and Russia are in “advanced negotiations” on

a free trade agreement (FTA), Indian External Affairs

Minister S Jaishankar and Russian Deputy Prime

Minister Denis Manturov, who is also the trade

minister, told an event in New Delhi on April 17.

Manturov arrived in India the previous day to co-chair

an intergovernmental commission on trade, culture,

science and technology; ahead of that meeting, he also

met with India’s National Security Advisor Ajit Doval.

Addressing the India-Russia Business Dialogue in New

Delhi later the same day, Manturov said the bilateral

relationship between Russia and India has been

“among the steadiest of the major relationships”,
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adding that both countries would be united in their

commitment to a multipolar world. [The Times of

India]

Jaishankar, for his part, said the COVID-19 pandemic

had disrupted discussions on an FTA between India

and the five-member, Russia-led Eurasian Economic

Union, and that he hoped Moscow would pick up on

this as such a deal would “make a real difference” to a

trade relationship that is currently characterized by a

significant trade imbalance favoring Russia. [Reuters]

In fact, Russia, traditionally India's top source of

military hardware, displaced Iraq last month to

become India's top supplier of crude oil. This is part of

its bigger strategy to help evade the impact of Western

sanctions imposed for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine by

boosting commerce with China and India, besides

other South Asian countries. Most recently, Moscow

agreed to settle payments in yuan for building a

nuclear power plant in Bangladesh [see article in this

edition].

Israel’s economy minister on visit to India;

free trade talks expected to be on agenda

(mk/lm) A free trade agreement (FTA), as well as

possible cooperation in common areas of interest such

as automotive technologies, fintech and cybersecurity

are expected to be high on the agenda during an

ongoing visit to India by a large Israeli business

delegation headed by Economy Minister Nir Barkat.

During his visit to the South Asian nation, Barkat will

hold a meeting with Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal

and travel to Mumbai as well.

While an FTA has been a long-pending issue between

both countries, it was brought to the fore again when

Goyal announced last June that India and Israel were

preparing to resume talks. More recently, Israel’s

ambassador reiterated in February that both sides

were keen on finalizing the proposed FTA as it could

further boost overall bilateral trade ties. These

remarks came just a month after a consortium led by

India's Adani Group completed the purchase of Haifa

Port in northern Israel for USD 1.15 billion.

Importantly, Barkat’s visit is likely to be followed by the

visit of Israel’s Foreign Minister Eli Cohen; both back-to-

back interactions, in turn, are being considered as a

prelude to the arrival of Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu. [The Hindu] [DNA] [Telegraph India]
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Indonesia joins G7's Climate Club

(lm) German Chancellor Olaf Scholz announced on

April 16 that Indonesia will join the Climate Club

established by the Group of Seven (G7) advanced

economies. As part of the framework, G7 member

states and private investors will provide billions of

euros to help Indonesia transition away from fossil

fuels. This is expected to create more opportunities for

European companies to capitalize on the global energy

transformation. Scholz also expressed support for a

free trade agreement between the European Union

and Indonesia, along with other countries such as

Mercosur bloc members, Mexico, Australia, Kenya, and

India. He highlighted Berlin's intention to help

countries rich in critical minerals, such as Chile,

Indonesia, and Namibia, to develop their own

processing infrastructure to reduce dependency on

China.  [The Straits Times] [ctpost] [Reuters] [Hannover

Messe]

Japan-China: Tokyo’s Diplomat Bluebook

expresses concern over China-Russia

relations

(dql) Calling 2022 a "turning point in history," and

condemning Russia's invasion of Ukraine, Japan’s latest

Diplomatic Bluebook, released by the foreign ministry

last week, expresses concern over strengthened

military cooperation between China and Russia,

referring to Russian and Chinese militaries continuing

to engage in joint activities near Japan, and at a more

frequent pace than before. 

The annual report on Japan’s foreign policy, further,

describes China as presenting the "biggest strategic

challenge" to reinforcing the international rules-based

order, calling on Japan to cooperate with allies and like-

minded nations when dealing with China. At the same

time, it also recognizes Japan-China ties as "an

important bilateral relationship." [NHK]

Japan-Iran: Foreign minister Hayashi holds

talks with Iranian counterpart, chief

International Atomic Energy Agency

(dql) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi and

his Iranian counterpart Hossein Amir Abdollahian held

a telephone conversation on April 12, during which

they “exchanged candid views on the latest

developments surrounding Iran’s nuclear issue,” with
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the former calling for Iran’s “full and unconditional

cooperation with the International Atomic Energy

Agency.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1] 

Hayashi's words come after the IAEA recently detected

uranium particles enriched to about 84 percent  -

which is just under weapons-grade level - at a plant in

Fordow. [BBC]

On the same day, Hayashi also held a video conference

with Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director General of the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in which he

reaffirmed Japan’s continued close cooperation with

the UN nuclear weapons inspectorate on nuclear

issues in UKraine, Iran and North Korea. He further

reaffirmed his country’s commitment to transparency

in dealing with Advanced Liquid Processing System

(ALPS) treated water. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan

2]

The IAEA is monitoring the process of the release of

treated water from the disaster-criplled Fukushima

Daiichi Nuclear Power Station into the ocean. It is

expected to submit its final assessment of the release

in June. 

Japan proposes development of industrial

hub in Bangladesh

(dql) Japan has announced that it has made a proposal

for the development of an industrial hub in

Bangladesh with supply chains to the landlocked

northeastern states of India, and to Nepal and Bhutan

further afield by developing a port and transport in the

Matarbari region.

Earlier last month,  Japanese Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida touted during his visit to India the idea of a

new industrial hub for the Bay of Bengal and northeast

India that could bolster development in the

impoverished region of 300 million people. [Reuters]

Laos-China: Train passenger services

between Kunming South and Vientiane in

operation

(dql) China to Laos international passenger services

have kicked off on April 13, with one train per day in

each direction, according to an announcement of

China Railways. The trains will operate between

Kunming South and Vientiane, the capital of Laos,

taking 10.5 hours. 
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The railway is part of Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative.

The project was completed in December 2021, but the

services had been limited to passenger service within

each country and cross-border freight transit due to

China's strict coronavirus border measures. [Nikkei

Asia]

Malaysia-China Kuantan industrial park

inaugurated 

(pa) The Malaysia-China Kuantan Industrial Park

(MCKIP) commenced construction on April 7 in Pahang,

Malaysia, exemplifying a robust collaboration between

the two countries under the Belt and Road Initiative

(BRI). 

Located near Kuantan Port, the park aims to foster

industries such as stainless steel products, electronics,

information communication technology, and

renewable energy.

Over the past decade, the MCKIP has been a significant

economic catalyst for Malaysia's east coast, generating

industrial growth, job creation, and a combined

investment value exceeding 40 billion yuan (USD 5.81

billion)

As the first "National Industrial Park" in Malaysia, the

MCKIP has facilitated increased trade between

Malaysia and China, solidifying China's position as

Malaysia's top trading partner for various commodities

and manufactured goods. [XSR] [Korea Post]

[Development Council] [Bangkok Post]

Malaysian Prime Minister explores

alternatives to break Swedish firm's 5G

monopoly

(pa) Malaysian Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar

Ibrahim expressed interest in inviting global

technology partners to potentially break Swedish IT

firm Ericsson's current monopoly. 

The Malaysian finance ministry prioritizes diversifying

the industry while collaborating with the Digital and

Communications Ministry to modernize the nation's

technology infrastructure - a project estimated to cost

RM16.5 billion (USD 3.74 billion) over ten years.

A final decision regarding technology partners for

Malaysia's 5G rollout is expected by the end of the

month. Finance ministry officials also noted increased
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interest from China's Huawei and ZTE Corporation in

the country's 5G plans.[CNA] [Business today]

Mongolia-France: Cooperation in agriculture

and food to be deepened

(dql) Mongolia’s government has disclosed that a

delegation of the French Minister of Agriculture and

Food visited Mongolia on April 7-9. 

During the visit Mongolian Minister of Food,

Agriculture and Light Industry Kh. Bolorchuluun met

his French counterpart Marc Fesneau to discuss ways

to deepen cooperation in three areas including

livestock, veterinary services and business-to-business

collaboration. 

Fesneau, in addition, announced that - starting this

month - a French expert would cooperate with

Mongolia’s national forest agency to support the

country’s forestry policies and the “One Billion Trees”

national program that aims to address desertification

and climate change. [Montsame]

Mongolia-Serbia: Expansion of trade and

economic relations discussed

(dql) On April 11, Mongolian Foreign Minister

Batmunkh Battsetseg and her Serbian counterpart

Ivica Dacic held a telephone conversation to discuss

bilateral relations and issues of international affairs.

Both ministers also discussed ways to expand trade

and economic ties. [Montsame]

Myanmar junta leader asks Thai authorities

to remove daughter from drug trafficking

case

(ih) Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing has

requested that Thai authorities exclude his daughter

from a court case involving an arms dealer arrested for

drug trafficking and money laundering. The arms

dealer has connections to Min Aung Hlaing's family,

and his daughter co-founded the group's subsidiary.

The raid led to an arrest warrant for a Thai senator and

business partner of the arms dealer, which was quickly

withdrawn, prompting questions about possible links

between the senator and Min Aung Hlaing's family. The

US and Canada have sanctioned Min Aung Hlaing and

his two children[The Irrawaddy]
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EU's new garment industry initiative in

Myanmar faces criticism from labor rights

activists

(ih) The European Union has introduced a €3 million

initiative, MADE in Myanmar, to boost the nation's

clothing production with the backing of global fashion

brands. However, labor rights advocates argue that the

project legitimizes the military regime without

benefiting workers. Since the 2021 coup, Myanmar

workers have lost their right to freedom of association,

trade unions have faced suppression, and resolving

labor disputes has become increasingly challenging.

Many international clothing companies have ceased

operations in Myanmar due to concerns over

maintaining acceptable labor standards under the

military regime. [Myanmar Now]

UN Special Rapporteur urges change in

approach to address Myanmar crisis

In an April 12 interview with Voice of America, UN

Special Rapporteur for Myanmar, Tom Andrews,

accused the international community of inadequately

protecting Myanmar's citizens from the military junta's

violent attacks. Andrews reported the use of fighter

jets and helicopter gunships to kill civilians, including

those in displacement centers, describing such actions

as war crimes and crimes against humanity. He called

for a reevaluation of the current approach and the

formation of an action coalition to coordinate efforts to

end the violence. Andrews also criticized the Rohingya

repatriation program, stating it lacked provisions for

safe, dignified returns with human rights, citizenship,

and safety protections. [Voice of America]

North Korea: First ever solid fuel ICBM,

Hwasong-18 tested

(dql) North Korea has announced that it has

successfully tested its first solid-fuel intercontinental

ballistic missile (ICBM), Hwasong 18, on April 13.

North Korea’s official Korean Central News Agency

(KCNA) hailed the test as a “another mighty entity

showing the continuous development of strategic

force,” that will deter enemies “who are imperiling the

environment on the Korean peninsula and harassing

the Korean people's peaceful life and struggle for
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socialist construction with their inveterate policy of

aggression and threatening military move.”  It further

cited leader Kim Jong-un as saying that the success

demonstrated the rapid advance of North Korea’s

nuclear response posture and further support for an

aggressive military strategy that aims to maintain

“nuke for nuke and an all-out confrontation for an all-

out confrontation” against its rivals. [KCNA] [Ajjazeera]

South Korea and Japan confirmed to have detected the

missile, in response to which the Japanese government

ordered residents on its northern island of Hokkaido to

evacuate. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

South Korea and the US, further, responded with joint

air exercises on April 14, involving a B-52H bomber, F-

35A radar-evading fighters, F-15K jets and F-16 fighters.

[Anadolu Agency]

These exercises were followed by trilateral naval

missile defense drills between Seoul, Tokyo and

Washington on April 17. In an earlier move on April 14,

the allies decided during talks in Washington to

conduct regular missile defense and anti-submarine

exercises, in a bid to boost diplomatic and military

cooperation. [Reuters 3]

Chinese engineer in protective custody in

Pakistan following ‘blasphemous’ remarks

(lm) Police in northern Pakistan on April 16 took a

Chinese engineer into protective custody after an

angry mob gathered to attack him for allegedly making

blasphemous remarks during a workplace argument at

the Dasu Hydropower Project. [South China Morning

Post]

The incident has once again accentuated that the

security of Chinese workers in Pakistan has long been

a concern to Beijing, which has poured billions of

dollars into the South Asian nation under its major

infrastructure scheme known as the China Pakistan

Economic Corridor. Separatists and Islamist militants

alike have targeted China as a way of disrupting

development and complicating the government's

relations with a crucial economic partner.

In July 2021, 13 people - including nine Chinese

engineers - were killed aboard a bus carrying staff to

the Dasu site. Islamabad initially blamed the explosion

on a “gas leak”, but after pressure from Beijing pointed

to terrorism as the cause [see AiR No. 29, July/2021, 3].

Earlier this month, then, a fire ripped through a
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storehouse located on the camp of the Chinese

company managing the project.

Against this backdrop, the recently announced arrest

of Gulzar Imam, the leader of a banned Baloch

separatist group, was hailed by Pakistan as a major

operational success [see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2].

Imam was the founder and commander of the Baloch

Nationalist Army (BNA), a separatist group that was

formed in the merger of two other armed groups - the

Baloch Republican Army and the United Baloch Army -

and that has claimed responsibility for multiple acts of

terrorism.

Philippines: Modernization program in the

army

(fb) On April 14 more than 17000 Filipino, American

and Australian soldiers participated at a military

exercise, which will go through the end of the month.

The aim is to improve interoperability between partner

armies and the Philippine army to get familiar with

modern technologies. The Javelin anti-tank missile

system, which is not currently in the Philippine

military's inventory, is being tested and might be in the

country’s future deposit, since Manila places a greater

emphasis on foreign defense. [Philstar]

Philippines: China's response on the

American military base

(fb) Beijing's envoy to Manila said on April 14 that the

Philippines is "stoking the fire" of regional unrest by

granting the United States access to a larger military

facility with the intention of influencing China's

relations with Taiwan. 

The statement comes after the Philippines identifeid

four more bases, which could be used by the American

military in order to defend the territory. 

One main controversy is about the location of the

bases, as three of them face north towards Taiwan.

The Chinese Ambassador to the Philippines, Huang

Xilian criticized the increasing U.S. military presence in

the region, adding that it is recommended to

unambiguously reject 'Taiwan independence' rather

than feeding the fire by allowing the U.S. access to the

military bases near the Taiwan Strait. [Bloomberg]
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Philippines, United States agree to complete

roadmap for security assistance within ten

years

(lm) The top defense and foreign affairs officials from

the United States and the Philippines agreed on April

11 to complete a roadmap on US security assistance to

Manila in the next five to ten years, the latest move

strengthening an arc of Washington’s military alliances

in the Indo-Pacific to better counter China.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Philippine

Secretary of Foreign Affairs Enrique A. Manalo and the

country’s Officer in Charge of the Defense Department

Carlito Galvez, Austin implicitly referenced China by

speaking of the dangers of “coercion and gray zone

aggression” in the Indo-Pacific.

And the U.S. is ready to provide “priority defense

platforms over the next five to 10 years, including

radars, unmanned aerial systems, military transport

aircraft, and coastal and air defense systems” to

counter those threats, Austin said.

Both Manalo and Galvez — who were in Washington

for Tuesday’s U.S.-Philippines 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue

— likewise avoided namechecking China in their

remarks. Galvez said the ongoing U.S.-Philippines joint

military exercises in the Southeast Asian nation — the

largest the two countries have ever held — focused on

“counterterrorism, humanitarian response and

developing interoperability with U.S. forces.”

Austin said that it was too early to discuss what assets

the United States would like to station at military bases

in the Philippines under a recently expanded Enhanced

Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) [see AiR No.

14, April/2023, 1]. Marcos assured China last week that

military bases accessible to the U.S. would not be used

in offensive action, stressing that the arrangement

with Washington was designed to boost his country's

defenses. [Voice of America] [U.S. Department of State]

[South China Morning Post]

Singapore’s foreign affairs minister visits

Brazil

(lm) Singapore’s Foreign Affairs Minister Vivian

Balakrishnan made an official visit to Brazil from April

16-18 to co-chair the inaugural session of the

Singapore-Brazil Political Consultations mechanisms

together with his counterpart Mauro Vieira. In Brasilia,

Balakrishnan also met with Vice-President and Minister

of Development, Industry, Commerce, and Services
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Geraldo Alckmin, and other senior officials. The

Singaporean top diplomat was accompanied by

officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the

Ministry of Finance. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Balakrishnan’s visit to Brazil follows on the return of

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva to office in

January. The left-wing populist is keen to reposition his

South American nation as a key player and deal broker

on the international stage, after four years of relative

isolation under his far-right predecessor, Jair

Bolsonaro.

Last year, became a relevant shareholder in Centrais

Eletricas Brasileiras SA, the successor to Brazilian state

power company Eletrobras.

South Korea-US: Seoul downplays impact of

leaked documents on U.S. eavesdropping

(dql) Last week saw attempts by the South Korean

government to downplay the impact of leaked highly

classified US intelligence documents on the relations

between Seoul and Washington. 

Reported by the New York Times [The New York

Times], the documents contain purportedly private

conversations between senior South Korean officials

about the war in Ukraine, indicating that surveillance

on a key Asian ally might have been conducted by

Washington. They occurred shortly before President

Yoon Suk-yeol’s state visit next week.

Speaking in New York where he has been involved in

the preparation of Yoon’s visit, first Deputy National

Security Adviser Kim Tae-hyo dismissed the diplomatic

fallout from the leak by saying that Washington seems

to have “no malicious intentions,” adding that there

was “nothing to do about the leak.” [The Korea Herald]

Meanwhile, Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup held phone

talks with his US counterpart Lloyd Austin on April 11

during which both sides agreed that “a considerable

amount of the documents were fabricated.” Both

ministers also reaffirmed that the solidarity of the

South Korea-U.S. alliance remains firmer than ever and

agreed to make efforts for the development of the

alliance on the occasion of its 70th anniversary this

year. The presidential office also stated that the

eavesdropping allegations were "absurd and false." 

The main opposition Democratic Party (DP), for its part,

criticized President Yoon Suk Yeol and his

administration  for taking a submissive attitude toward
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the US in this matter, while the party’s chairman Lee

Jae-myung announced that his party will push for

legislative measures to boost the security of the

presidential office and find out the truth of this case.

[CNN] [Yonhap News Agency 1] [Yonhap News Agency

2]

South Korea to lend US artillery shells 

(dql)  South Korea has reportedly agreed to lend the US

500,000 rounds of 155mm artillery shells that could

give Washington greater flexibility to supply Ukraine

with ammunition. 

In addition, Seoul also reaffirmed its position not to

send lethal weapons to Kyiv following the leak of

Pentagon documents reportedly showing top South

Korean officials deliberating whether to sell artillery

shells to the U.S. because of worries that the

ammunition could end up in Ukraine (see entry

above). 

So far, South Korea has been supporting Ukraine with 

humanitarian aid and joining the U.S. and Western

democratic countries in sanctioning Russia for its

invasion of Ukraine. [Reuters] [VoA]

South Korea-North Korea: South’s unification

ministry changes official term to address

denuclearization 

(dql) In its first white paper on inter-Korean affairs

issued by the conservative administration of President

Yoon Suk-yeol, the South Korean unification ministry

officially used the term “North Korea's

denuclearization” instead of the “denuclearization of

the Korean Peninsula,” that was sued in previous white

papers of the previous Moon Jae-in administration.. 

The change signals a clear bid to clarify that it is on

Pyongyang’s side to abandon its nuclear programs.

Yoon assumed power in May 2022, and vowed from

the onset to pursue a tough stance and policy towards

the North's nuclear program. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

This comes as the ministry has criticized Pyongyang for

remaining unresponsive to daily routine calls with

Seoul through an inter-Korean liaison communication

channel. 
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The two Koreas typically hold two phone calls daily, at

9 a.m. and 5 p.m., as part of communication between

liaisons. 

In July 2021, Pyongyang resumed communication

through the inter-Korean hotline, a year after it halted

the contact channel to protest South Korea activists'

leaflet campaigns critical of the North. [Yonhap News

Agency 2]

The ministry also reiterated its warning against North

Korea’s unauthorized use of the now-shuttered joint

industrial park, the Kaesong Industrial Complex, in the

North to operate some 30 factories. [Yonhap News

Agency 3]

Established in 2002, the complex was once seen as a

symbol of reconciliation where more than 50,000

North Koreans worked for 125 South Korean

companies that supplied the funding and equipment,

making it virtually the last remaining form of economic

cooperation that brought needed hard currency to the

North, while involved firms obtained cheap labor and

tax breaks (see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2).

South Korea-US, Japan: South Korean

opposition leader warns of a Seoul, Tokyo,

Washington  military alliance 

(dql) Lee Jae-myung, leader of South Korea’s main

opposition Democratic Party (DP) has come out with a

warning against to a trilateral military alliance between

South Korea, Japan and the US, arguing that a

"trilateral military alliance that goes beyond the

current military cooperation with the US and Japan is

not necessary as it would only spark an equivalent

alliance including the North, China, and Russia.”

He urged his country to pursue “pragmatic diplomacy”,

saying that Seoul’s security  alliance with Washington

and its “strategic cooperative partnership” with Beijing

are “not incompatible. 

Lee’s warning comes shortly before President Yoon

Suk-yeol is set to visit Washington next week for a

summit with US President Joe Biden. [Anadolu Agency]

South Korea-France: Cooperation in the

Indo-Pacific region to be deepened

(dql) On April 14, South Korean Foreign Minister Park

Jin and his French counterpart Catherine Colonna met
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in Seoul for “in-depth discussions on the overall

bilateral relationship, the potential for cooperation in

the Indo-Pacific region, and a range of regional and

global issues," in the frame of the 4th Republic of

Korea-France Foreign Ministerial Strategic Dialogue. 

The two ministers reaffirmed their countries’

commitment to  share the values of freedom,

democracy, rule of law and human rights, as reflected

in their respective Indo-Pacific strategies. They also

reaffirmed huge potential for collaboration in a

number of areas, including climate change response,

support for Pacific Island Countries, maritime security,

supply chain resilience and technological

competitiveness.

Both sides also condemned North Korea's ballistic

missile provocations, including the latest purported

solid-fuel Hwasong-18 intercontinental ballistic missile

launch the day before on April 13 (see entry above),

stressing the need for a firm and unified response to

Pyongyang’s threats by the international community.

Finally, they agreed on close cooperation in supporting

Ukraine, including humanitarian assistance and the

process of rebuilding and rehabilitating the country.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea] [Yonhap

News Agency]

South Korea-Germany: Expansion of

cooperation discussed between foreign

ministers

(dql) South Korea and Germany agreed on April 15

closer cooperation during the trip of German Foreign

Minister Annalena Baerbock to the East Asian country,

the second leg of her trip to the East Asia region after

China, to attend the 3rd Republic of Korea-Germany

Foreign Ministerial Strategic Dialogue. The visit comes

also as 2023 marks the 140th anniversary of diplomatic

relations between the two countries.

In the meeting between her and South Korea Foreign

Minister Park Jin, both ministers discussed ways to

respond to challenges, including global economic

uncertainties, supply chain crises, climate change, and

digital gaps, and agreed to continue close dialogue and

cooperation in the areas of economic security and

advanced technologies. 

They, further, discussed bilateral strategic cooperation

on the situation on the Korean Peninsula, and agreed

on the need for the international community’s firm and

unified response.
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With regards to the war in Ukraine, the two ministers

agreed on upholding international solidarity with and

support for Kyiv as well as on related diplomatic and

economic measures. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South

Korea]

South Korea-UK: Energy, nucear cooperation

to be expanded

(dql) South Korea and the UK have signed a joint

declaration confirming both sides’ agreement on the

need for energy transition from fossil fuels to low-

carbon power sources as well as prospects for South

Korea's participation in new UK nuclear power plant

projects.

The declaration also reaffirms their exchanges and

cooperation in offshore wind power, hydrogen and

other clean energy areas.

It was signed during the visit of British Energy Security

Secretary Grant Shapps’s visit to South Korea last week

during which he met with South Korean Trade,

Industry and Energy Minister Lee Chang-yang and

Foreign Minister Park Jin. [Ministry of Trade, Industry

and Energy] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]

[Nuclear Engineering]

South Korea-Portugal: Cooperation in

development and digital issues to be

expanded

(dql) South Korea and Portugal have agreed on

deepening their cooperation in development, digital

and pending global issues.

The agreement was reached during talks on April 12

between South Korean Prime Minister Han Duck-soon

and his Protuguese counterpart Antonio Costa.

The meeting was part of Costa’s visit to South Korea,

the first trip of a Portuguese prime minister to the East

Asian country in 39 years. [Yonhap News Agency]

Sri Lanka mulls sale of some 100,000

endangered monkeys to China

(ns) Sri Lanka’s agriculture ministry has received an

offer from a visiting Chinese delegation to export up
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100,000 endangered monkeys, raising concerns among

conservationists.

The toque macaque is endemic to Sri Lanka and

common on the island but is classed as “endangered”

on the International Union for Conservation of Nature

(IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species. Furthermore,

Sri Lanka bans almost all live animal exports. [IUCN]

With that said, monkeys are considered pests in Sri

Lanka because they destroy crops and raid villages in

search of food, and sometimes attack people. Sri Lanka

removed several species from a protected list this year,

including all three of its monkey species as well as

peacocks and wild boars, allowing farmers to kill them.

[News First] [South China Morning Post]

Taiwan-China: Beijing issues navigation

warning

(dql) On April 17, the Shandong Maritime Safety

Administration issued a navigation warning for military

activities in the Yellow Sea to be held on April 18 in the

morning and prohibited navigation in the designated

area. 

The warning comes as Taiwan’s Ministry of Defenses

said that it has detected 12 Chinese warplanes and

four warships around Taiwan from April 17-18, with

four of the aircraft entering the southwest sector of

Taiwan's air defense identification zone (ADIZ).

[Ministry of National Defense, Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

The move comes on the heels of a launch of a Chinese

weather satellite on April 16 that forced civilian flights

to change their routes, seeking to avoid a Chinese-

imposed no-fly zone to the north of Taiwan which

Beijing put in place for which it cited the possibility of

falling rocket debris. [Reuters]

Taiwan to buy 400 Harpoon missiles from

the US

(dql) Taiwan will reportedly purchase as many as 400

U.S. land-launched Harpoon missiles. The report

follows an April 7 announcement of the US Pentagon

of a USD 1.17 billion contract for 400 of the anti-ship

missiles with an unnamed buyer. 

According to Bloomberg, Taiwan is that buyer.

[Reuters]
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The report comes after US lawmakers have recently

vowed to speed up the delivery of US weapons to

Taiwan and after the announcement of an upcoming

visit to Taiwan of a delegation of US defense

contractors in May to explore opportunities for joint

production of precision-guided bombs and unmanned

aerial vehicles (UAVs), in a bid to boost Taiwan’s

defense capabilities (see entry below).

It also comes on the heels of a report that reveals that

the US Indo-Pacific Command has dispatched more

than 200 military trainers to Taiwan, in a bid to assist

Taiwanese forces in training and propose

improvements. 80 percent of the 200 instructors are

from the US. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan-US: US lawmaker to push for

expediting weapons sales 

(dql) US Republican Senator and member of the U.S.

Senate Defense Appropriations Committee John

Hoeven has announced that lawmakers in the US were

working on expediting weapons sales to Taiwan.

The Senator made the announcement during a

meeting with President Tsai Ing-wen in Taipei on April

13. The meeting was part of a visit of a US delegation

to Taiwan last week on April 13-15 to discuss U.S.-

Taiwan relations, regional security, trade and

investment, agriculture, and other significant issues of

mutual interest. [American Institute in Taiwan] [Office

of the President, Taiwan] 

Hoeven’s remarks comes as the US has run up a

backlog of USD 21 billion worth of defense articles to

be sold to Taiwan, for which the State Department

cited the US defense industry's limited production

capacity, dispelling speculations that the backlog was

due to Washington prioritizing support for Ukraine.

[Taipei Times]

Meanwhile, the US Taiwan Business Council has

disclosed that a group of 25 US defense contractors

plans to send delegates to Taiwan in early May to

explore opportunities for joint production of precision-

guided bombs and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), in

a bid to boost Taiwan’s defense capabilities. [The

EurAsian Times]

In  a further announcement, Taiwan’s foreign affairs

ministry disclosed on April 12 that Taiwan and the U.S.

had a meeting in Washington on April 10 during which

an expansion of Taiwan's international participation

was discussed. On the agenda were strategies and

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-tdk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-tdu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-thl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-thl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-thr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-thy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-thy/


practices to increase Taiwan’s global presence, with a

focus on the areas of global public health, civil aviation

safety, and economic cooperation. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan-Canada: Canadian lawmaker

delegation express support

(dql) A delegation of 10 Canadian parliamentarians met

with Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen on April 12 in

Taipei to “engage in a fruitful discussion on Canada's

unwavering commitment to supporting #Taiwan,” and

to reaffirm the “imperative need for these two nations

to support each other,” according to a tweet of John

McKay, chair of the House of Commons Standing

Committee on Public Safety and National Security

(SECU) and head of the delegation. 

In addition, McKay expressed the hope that the visit of

the delelation would help push Taiwan’s bid to join the

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-

Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) and to finalize a foreign a

Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection

Agreement (FIPA) between Taiwan and Canada. [John

McKay, Twitter] 

Tsai, for her part, reaffirmed Taiwan's readiness to

work together with Canada to counter “continued

authoritarian expansionism,” and to deepen trade and

economic cooperation. [Office of the President,

Taiwan]

The meeting was part of a multi-day visit of the

delegation to Taiwan last week, during which meetings

with the Ministry of National Defense and national

security agencies were also scheduled. [Taipei Times]

[Global News]

It came on the heels of Chinese military drills around

Taiwan and sanctions on Taiwanese and US entities

and their officials as response to Tsai’s meeting with

US House of Representatives Speaker Kevin McCarthy

during her stopover on her way back from visits in

Guatemala and Belize (see AiR  No. 15, April/2023, 2).

In response to the drills, Taiwan’s Foreign Minister

Joseph Wu warned in an interview that the exercises,

along with the rhetoric, indicate that Beijing is “trying

to get ready to launch a war against Taiwan,” adding

that “ no matter whether it is 2025 or 2027 or even

beyond, Taiwan simply needs to get ready.” 

The exercises are widely seen as being the first time

China’s navy has simulated strikes by aircraft carrier-

based warplanes on Taiwan. [CNN]
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Taiwan-France: French delegation reaffirms

commitment to upholding status quo in

Taiwan Strait

(dql) A delegation of French lawmakers, led by Eric

Bothorel, the chair of the France-Taiwan Parliamentary

Friendship Group, is visiting Taiwan this week. 

The visit has received heightened publicity as it comes

shortly after remarks French Emmanuel President

Macron had made in an interview following his visit to

China earlier this month that gave rise to uncertainties

over France’s relations with Taiwan. 

Speaking to reporters from political magazine Politico,

Macron asked whether it was in France’s interest “to

accelerate [a crisis] on Taiwan?,” and added: “No. The

worse thing would be to think that we Europeans must

become followers on this topic and take our cue from

the U.S. agenda and a Chinese overreaction.” The

remark prompted criticism, accusing Macron of

undermining a unified commitment of the US, Europe

and other allies to counter China’s aggressive policy

toward China (see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2).

Upon arrival in Taipei on April 17, Bothoral was quick

to reaffirm that the French position of favoring the

status quo  in the Taiwan Strait remains unchanged,

adding that the four-day visit aims to “show again,”

support for Taiwan: “Now it is more important than

ever for us to be here [because], we stand with you, we

are close to you, we will be friends for a very long

time.” [Focus Taiwan]

Bothorel’s statement comes shortly after a French

surveillance frigate reportedly sailed through the

Taiwan Strait on the weekend of April 8-9 that

overlapped with a three-day period of military

exercises conducted by China in a response to

Taiawanese Tsai Ing-wen’s meeting with US House of

Representatives Speaker Kevin McCarthy during her

stopover on her return from visits in Guatemala and

Belize (see AiR  No. 15, April/2023, 2). [Taiwan News]

Furthermore, French senator and chairman of the

Senate’s Taiwan Friendship Group Alain Richard is

scheduled to travel to Taiwan next week. [France 24]

Portuguese parliamentary group reaffirms support

for Taiwan

(dql) Taiwan’s Vice-President Vice President Lai Ching-

te met with a 7-member delegation of Portuguese

parliamentarians on April 17.
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The delegation is on a week-long visit to Taiwan that is

aimed at showcasing Portugal’s support for Taiwan,

according to Paulo Rios de Oliveira, the head of the

delegation and Chairman of the Taiwan Friendship

Group of the Portuguese Congress, who described

Taiwan and Portugal as “far apart in terms of distance,”

but “ very close in heart, because both countries are

free and democratic countries, love peace, pursue

human rights, and share the same values ​​and ideas.

These values ​​will not change and cannot be changed

by anyone.” 

Lai, on his side, expressed gratitude for Portugal's

“long-term support” for Taiwan and the  hope to depen

cooperative relationship with Portugal, including

cooperation in economy and security. [Office of the

President, Taiwan, in Chinese]

Indonesia’s draft evacuation plan for citizens

in Taiwan 

(dql) The Indonesia’s government is reportedly working

on a plan for the evacuation of 350,000 Indonesian

workers from Taiwan in the event of an escalation of

cross-strait tensions.

In response, Taiwan’s Foreign Ministry confirmed its

readiness to continue discussions with Indonesia on

the protection of its citizens Taiwan. [Taiwan News]

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan, in Chinese]

Taiwan-Italy: Taipei Representative Office to

be set up 

(dql) Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has

announced a Taipei Representative Office will be

established in Milan this summer.  

Italy is Taiwan’s fourth largest trading partner in

Europe. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan]

Thailand: China-supported high-speed train

project faces further delays over demolition

in northeast

(aj/lm) Progress on the Bangkok-Nong Khai High-Speed

Train (HST), a Thai-Chinese high speed rail line

megaproject, is facing further delays as local

campaigners in Thailand’s northeastern city of Nakhon

Ratchasima have successfully managed to delay the
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demolition of the local train station, the latest in a

series of setbacks for long-delayed USD 5.4 billion

endeavor. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand’s state railway plans to replace the train

station in Nakhon Ratchasima, one with royal

connections, with a new station 16-times bigger.

Demolition work was due to begin at the start of the

year but local campaigners who want to turn the site

into a tourist spot by building the new station

alongside the old one have successfully managed to

delay the project.

The HST is part of China’s long-term plans to link its

Yunnan province to the ports of Singapore via high-

speed trains cutting through Laos, Thailand and

Malaysia in a key piece of its Belt and Road Initiative.

As per the bilateral agreement reached in 2016,

Thailand agreed to cover all project expenditures,

while China was to advise on the technology and the

railway system.

Despite several reports of construction delays and

obstacles, the Thai government in July 2022 announced

that it would complete the 609-kilometer line from

Bangkok to the Lao border – then only 5 percent built –

  by 2028. The announcement came a day after

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with Thai Prime

Minister Prayut Chan-ocha and Foreign Affairs Minister

Don Pramudwinai in Bangkok [see AiR No. 28,

July/2022, 2]. At that time, observers argued that

growing frustration in Beijing with the pace of

Thailand’s progress may have played a part in the 2028

announcement.

In fact, after Wang’s visit, further progress was made,

including the issuance of a land expropriation decree

in August and a proposal for the new Nong Khai-

Vientiane bridge project following a meeting between

the Thai and Laos transport ministries in October.

After seeking safety in Thailand, over 12,000

refugees return to Myanmar

(aj) About 12,000 Burmese civilians who had fled to

Thailand earlier this month amid fierce fighting

between a Myanmar military-affiliated Border Guard

Force (BGF) and opposition militias around Shwe

Kokko have returned home. [Bangkok Post]

Civilians started fleeing across the border into

Thailand’s Tak province after the Karen National

Liberation Army, a major ethnic armed group, initiated

attacks on BGF posts near the casino in Shwe Kokko
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and the town of Myawaddy in Karen state on April 5,

alongside the anti-junta People’s Defense Forces

(PDFs). The fighting escalated in the following days.

[AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]

Thailand’s oil and gas giant to invest USD 7

billion in green hydrogen with Saudi firm

(aj/lm) PTT Group, Thailand’s state-owned oil and gas

giant, will invest USD 7 billion to domestically produce

green hydrogen together with ACWA Power, Saudi

Arabia’s leading green energy investment firm, in a

move that also aims to further advance the two

countries’ diplomatic relations, which were restored in

January last year. 

Thailand and Saudi Arabia are in the process of

strengthening their relations after the Blue Diamond

Affair – the unexplained disappearances of several

Saudi diplomats in Thailand allegedly related to a Thai

worker stealing valuables belonging to the Saudi royal

family – that soured the two countries’ diplomatic ties

for 32 years. [AiR No. 5, February/2022, 1]

Against this backdrop, the two companies, joined by

the state-owned Electricity Generating Authority of

Thailand, signed a memorandum of understanding last

November to proceed with the project. The USD 7

billion investment pledge is a step forward in realizing

the plan.

Thailand is the second ASEAN member-state, after

Singapore, to invest billions of dollars in green

hydrogen at an industrial level. The planned plant is

designed with a production capacity of 225,000 tons of

hydrogen per year, as part of PTT’s vow to achieve net-

zero emissions of carbon dioxide by 2050. That

strategy complies with the Thai government's

commitments to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050 and

net-zero emissions of greenhouse gasses by 2065.

[Nikkei Asia]

Thailand, Russia scheduled to hold bilateral

talks 

(aj) During the week of April 24, the outgoing

administration of Thai Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-

ocha will hold its last joint commission on bilateral

cooperation meeting with Russia. The dialogue has

been previously held seven times since 1993, when

Thailand and Russia established diplomatic relations.
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Thai caretaker Minister of Foreign Affairs Don

Pramudwinai will co-chair the talks with Russian

Minister for the Development of the Russian Far East

and Arctic Alexey Chekunkov, standing in for his senior

official, Foreign Affairs Minister Sergey Lavrov.

Attending the meeting are representatives from all

areas that Thailand and Russia cooperate in, such as

economics, security, politics, and tourism. Despite the

scrutiny of Western allies, notably the United States,

Thailand continues to maintain its neutrality regarding

Russia. [Thai PBS World]

It is worth noting that since the onset of the Russia-

Ukraine War, tens of thousands of Russians moved to

Thailand to escape the draft or the economic fallout

from the conflict, prompting the Thai government to

draft an extradition treaty with Russia in mid-March

[see AiR No. 12, March/2023, 3].

US Secretary of State seeks to boost ties in

Vietnam

(ih) U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken visited

Hanoi, Vietnam, en route to a G7 foreign ministers'

meeting in Japan, emphasizing Washington's

commitment to strengthening bilateral relations with

one of its key Southeast Asian partners to counter

China's rising assertiveness in the region. 

During his first trip to Vietnam as the top U.S.

diplomat, Blinken met with top officials, including

General Secretary of Vietnam's Communist Party

Nguyen Phu Trong and Prime Minister Pham Minh

Chinh, and participated in the groundbreaking

ceremony for a new U.S. embassy compound in Hanoi.

Blinken mentioned plans for a diplomatic upgrade in

the coming weeks and months, as well as the

finalization of a third U.S. Coast Guard cutter transfer

to Vietnam. [Reuters] [Nikkei Asian Review] [CNA] [The

Guardian] [See also https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=puh79RGY8UM]
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Upcoming online events

19 April 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

A conversation with Italian Chief of Defense

Admiral Giuseppe Cavo Dragone

At this hybrid event, Admiral Giuseppe Cavo Dragone,

Italy’s Chief of Defense will discuss solidarity among

Western countries in fighting Russia’s war in Ukraine,

the future of security in Europe, the strategic outlook

in the Mediterranean, and developments in Italian

defense planning.

For more events details, follow [Atlantic Council].

19 April 2023 @ 12:30-2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Unmanned aircraft systems: Lessons for Ukraine

and NATO

This hybrid event will examine the role of unmanned

aircraft systems (UAS) in Ukraine’s current operations

against Russia and future capability requirements to

conduct and sustain Ukraine’s defense. In addition, it

will address larger questions for the future of UAS

requirements for NATO allies and their role in NATO’s

new defense and deterrence posture.

Find more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

19 April 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Defeating the Dictators: How Democracy Can

Prevail in the Age of the Strongman
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This webcast will feature the book “Defeating the

Dictators: How Democracy Can Prevail in the Age of the

Strongman,” by Charles Dunst, deputy director of

research and analytics at The Asia Group and adjunct

fellow with the Southeast Asia Program at CSIS.

Event details are accessible via [CSIS].

19 April 2023 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Security Assistance in the Middle East: A

Conversation

At this webcast, Dr. Robert Springborg and Dr. Hicham

Alaoui will speak about their new book “Security

Assistance in the Middle East: Challenges … and the

Need for Change” which assesses the costs and

benefits to the main providers and recipients of

security assistance in the MENA region and explore

alternative strategies to improve outcomes for both.

More information is available at [CSIS].

19 April 2023 @ 6:00-7:00 pm (GMT+10), Australian

Institute of International Affairs (AIIA), Australia

Covering Australian Foreign Policy in an Era of

Geopolitical Turmoil

At this hybrid event, Stephen Dziedzic, ABC's Foreign

Affairs (Asia Pacific) Reporter, will present recent shifts

in Australian foreign policy under the Albanese

Government, as well as the way changes in the media

landscape have impacted on coverage of foreign policy

and Australian politics more broadly.

If you are interested, follow [AIIA] for further

information.

20 April 2023 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Artificial Intelligence: Challenges and Prospects of

International Governance, and Implications for

Southeast Asia

This webinar will discuss how policymakers could meet

the challenges of AI governance, including deep moral

and legal questions in terms of ownership, entity,

accountability, and governance. It will also offer
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insights into the need for international treaties to

better govern AI use and development.

Visit [ISEAS] to find more details.

20 April 2023 @ 1:45-3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Melding Cyber and Kinetic in Conflict

This hybrid event will offer a discussion on lethal

outcomes of cyber operations, coordination between

cyber and kinetic forces, and integration of cyber

options in future warfare within the context of larger

intelligence and military behaviors.

Further information is provided at [Atlantic Council].

20 April 2023 @ 8:30-9:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

The Fourth Taiwan Strait Crisis Continued?:

Assessing China’s April 2023 Military Exercises

Against Taiwan

This webcast will focus on a discussion on China’s

recent military exercises near Taiwan following

Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen’s meeting with US

Speaker of the House of Representatives Kevin

McCarthy. It will also compare them to the exercises

launched after then-Speaker Pelosi’s visit in August

2022.

Visit [CSIS] to find more information.

20 April 2023 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Does the U.S. Need a Cyber Force?

This webinar will discuss the idea of a U.S. cyber force

to improve preparedness against threats to the digital

domain.

You can find more details at [CSIS].

20 April 2023 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA
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Chat with Dr. Ko Wen-je, Chairman of the Taiwan

People’s Party and Former Mayor of Taipei

At this webcast, Dr. Ko Wen-je, Chairman of the Taiwan

People’s Party and Former Mayor of Taipei will talk

about the current status and future prospects of cross-

Strain tension and US-Taiwan relations.

Follow [CSIS] to learn more about the event.

20 April 2023 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The Brookings

Institution, USA

Advancing North Korean human rights: The role of

civil society

At this in-person event and webcast South Korea

Ambassador to the US Shin-wha Lee will discuss North

Korean human rights issues as 2023 marks the 10th

anniversary of the United Nations Commission of

Inquiry on Human Rights in North Korea.

Visit [Brookings] to find more event details.

21 April 2023 @ 9:30-10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Carbon markets: Key to unlocking climate finance

for Africa

This webinar will explore ways to foster the role of the

African continent in leveraging carbon markets to

support economic development and global climate

action.

Learn more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

21 April 2023 @ 8:30-9:30 a.m. (GMT+2), Danish

Institute for International Studies (DIIS), Denmark

Confronting the caliphate: Civil resistance against

jihadists

At this livestream event the new book “Confronting the

Caliphate,” will be introduced. The book sheds light on

how civilians have found multifold ways to engage in

resistance, despite repressive circumstances. It offers

also some of the surprising and creative ways in which

civilians have protested against their jihadist rulers.

More information is available at [DIIS].

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-iry/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-irj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-irt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zkutjx-l-iri/


21 April 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

North Korean Human Rights and International

Cooperation: The Way Forward after the UN

Commission of Inquiry

This webcast gathers scholars, experts, and officials to

examine and explore the direction of North Korea's

human rights issues as 2023 marks the 10th

anniversary of the UN Human Rights Council's vote to

create a Commission of Inquiry into North Korea's

human rights situation.

See [CSIS] for more details.

24 April 2023 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Ploughshares and Swords: India’s Nuclear Program

in the Global Cold War

This webcast will introduce “Ploughshares and

Swords,” the latest book of Jayita Sarkar, Associate

Professor of Economic and Social History at the

University of Glasgow, that challenges the received

wisdom of India's nuclear program as an inward-

looking endeavor of secretive technocrats and shows

how India's leaders concurrently served the

technopolitical aims of economic modernity and the

geopolitical goals of deterring adversaries.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

24 April 2023 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Reimagining a way forward: Iraq’s economy and

energy sector in the post-invasion era

This hybrid event will analyze the state of Iraq’s

economy and energy sector over the past two decades.

It will also assess its progress and future trajectory.

If you are interested, find more details at [Atlantic

Council].

24 April 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA
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Reflecting on Rana Plaza: The Evolution of

Corporate Engagement on Human Rights in Supply

Chains since the 2013 disaster

Ten years after the collapse of the Rana Plaza building

in Bangladesh on April 24, 2013, that killed more than

a thousand workers and injured over 2,500, this hybrid

event will assess the impact of the Rana Plaza disaster

and resulting efforts to expand corporate action to

address human rights in supply chains. It will also ask

what progress has been made in the last ten years,

and what still needs to happen to ensure decent work

for all workers in global supply chains.

More details are available at [CSIS].

24 April 2023 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Open Source Investigations in the Age of Google

This webcast will feature the launch of the book “Open

Source Investigations in the Age of Google” that tackles

these questions, among others: How did a journalist

find out who was responsible for bombing hospitals in

Syria without leaving his desk in New York? How can

South Sudanese activists safely track and detail the

weapons in their communities, and make sure that

global audiences take notice? What are policy makers,

lawyers, and intelligence agencies doing to keep up

with and make use of these activities?

Find more details at [CSIS].

24 April 2023 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

Elections in Turkey: A post-Erdoğan future?

Ahead of the May 14 general elections, this webcast

will discuss the state of play in Turkey’s upcoming

elections, the political and economic trajectory, as well

as the geopolitical implications of an Erdoğan or an

opposition victory.

For further information, visit [Brookings].

25 April 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA
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The Road Ahead for U.S.-Japan Economic Security

Partnership in the Indo-Pacific

This hybrid event will address crucial questions of US-

Japanese economic security, including: How do the

United States and Japan define economic security, and

where do their common interests lie in aligning

economic and security interests in in the Indo-Pacific?

What opportunities are there for the world’s largest

and third-largest economies to work together to

enhance their economic security interests both

bilaterally and multilaterally.

Learn more about the event at [Wilson Center].

25 April 2023 @ 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Wilson Center, USA

India's Financial System: Building the Foundation

for Strong and Sustainable Growth

This hybrid event will explore the linkages between the

financial sector and growth, improvements in bank

lending to foster productivity, and measures to further

develop India’s corporate bond market.

You can find further information at [Wilson Center].

25-26 April 2023, ISEAS – Yusof Ishak Institute,

Singapore

Asian Regional Expert Meeting on Development,

Disasters and Catastrophes

This two-day in-person and virtual platform will

explore policy priorities, analytical approaches and

data challenges to contribute to narrowing the gap

between policy research and practical policy

implementation in disaster mitigation and response.

If you are interested, find more information about the

event at [ISEAS].

Recent book releases

Kishalay Bhattacharjee, Where the Madness Lies:

Citizen Accounts of Identity and Nationalism,Orient

Blackswan Pvt Ltd, 304 pages, published on April 10,

2023, reviewed in [Asian Review of Books].
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Ian Dunt, How Westminster Works . . . and Why It

Doesn't, W&N, 448 pages, published on April 13, 2023.

For a review, see [The Guardian].

Peter Taylor, Operation Chiffon: The Secret Story of

MI5 and MI6 and the Road to Peace in Ireland,

Bloomsbury Publishing, 400 pages, published on

March 30, 2023, with a review in [The Guardian].

Nandini Das, Courting India: Seventeenth-Century

England, Mughal India, and the Origins of Empire,

Pegasus Books, 400 pages, published on April 4, 2023,

reviewed in [The Washington Post].

Calls

InMind Support invites paper proposals for the 6th

“Racism, Nationalism, and Xenophobia” International

Interdisciplinary Conference, to be held online on May

25-26, 2023. Abstract submission deadline is April 30,,

2023. For more information, see [InMInd Support].

The Institute  of  International  Economic  Relations

(IDOS) invites paper proposals for its workshop

“Europe in an Uncertain World: Openness, Resilience

and Vulnerabilities of Small States and Middle

Powers,” to be held on September 14-16, 2023 in

Athens, Greece. The closing date for abstract

submission is June 16, 2023. Details are available at

[IDOS].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Population Fund seeks a

Programme Associate to be based in Bangkok,

Thailand. Core responsibility is to provide support to

and oversight of country offices related to country

programme planning, monitoring and evaluation, and

provides administrative and secretarial support to the

team members. Applications are accepted until 5 May

2023. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks

a Programme Associate to be based in New York, USA.

Core responsibility is to provide support in the

planning, implementation, and reporting of the FWs,

especially around information management.

Applications are accepted until 5 May 2023. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

United Nations Women seeks a National Consultant

for Women’s Leadership Development to be based in
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Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. Core responsibility is to

prepare an Inception Report related to the scope of

work as identified below, with key milestones, based

on consultations with UN Women. Applications are

accepted until 1 May 2023. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

an Operations Assistant to be based in Ulaanbaatar,

Mongolia. Core responsibility is to execute a broad

variety of standardized operational tasks. Applications

are accepted until 28 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Child Protection Consultant to be based in Srinagar,

India. Core responsibility is to incorporate Mental

Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) components

in the Child Protection Program. Applications are

accepted until 45 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UNICEF].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Policy Officer to be based in Liberia. Core

responsibility is to support the planning, programming,

and implementation of WFP’s food assistance

interventions. Applications are accepted until 26 April

2023. More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an

Economist to be based in Rome, Italy. Core

responsibility is to support the rollout of Shock &

Assistance Platform for Economy-Wide Simulations

(SHAPES). Applications are accepted until 27 April 2023.

More information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Policy Officer to be based in Port-au-

Prince, Haiti. Core responsibility is to support the WFP

Haiti Country Office to improve the mainstreaming and

integration of Accountability to Affected Population

(AAP) considerations into all programs and operations.

Applications are accepted until 28 April 2023. More

information is provided at [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an

Emergency Preparedness and Response Officer to be

based in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. Core responsibility is

to coordinate the effective, timely, age and gender

responsive emergency preparedness and response

measures to the major natural and man-made hazards

affecting the Rohingya refugee camps and host

communities.  Applications are accepted until 26 April

2023. More information is provided at [WFP].
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The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Project Officer (Mental Health) to be based in Athens,

Greece. Core responsibility is to support the

improvement of the mental health and well-being of

children, adolescents, and young people. Applications

are accepted until 5 May 2023. More information is

provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Deputy Health Cluster Coordinator to be based in Kyiv,

Ukraine.

Core responsibility is to ensure full compliance with

national and international norms and standards

through the management of the technical working

groups portfolio, and to identify urgent technical gaps

and training needs in relation to technical standards

and protocols for the delivery of key health services.

Applications are accepted until 28 April 2023. More

information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

International Consultant to be based in New Delhi,

India. Core responsibility is to contribute to

coordinating with quadripartite partners for organizing

Asia-Pacific One Health workshops planned in 2023-

2024. Applications are accepted until 28 April 2023.

More information is provided at [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Regional Procurement Officer to be based in Cairo,

Egypt. Core responsibility is to plan, develop,

implement, and manage all the activities of the

Procurement and Supply Services (PSS) unit.

Applications are accepted until 4 May 2023. More

information is provided at [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks a Legal Officer

to be based the United Nations Secretariat (UN)

Office of Administration of Justice in New York, USA.

Core responsibility is to provide legal assistance to the

persons included in the scope of the administration of

justice and to advise clients on issues relating to

appeals against administrative decisions and the

imposition of disciplinary matters. Applications are

accepted until 26 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks a Forensic

Investigation Officer (Digital Forensics) to be based in

Baghdad, Iraq. Core responsibility is to identify, collect,

package, preserve, handle, store and forensically

examine digital evidentiary material relevant to the

investigation of crimes committed by ISIL (Da'esh) and

to conduct forensic examinations of digital evidence
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relevant to the investigation of crimes committed by

ISIL (Da'esh) terrorists and forensic examinations of

electronic documents and files. Applications are

accepted until 26 April 2023. More information is

provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks a Programme

Officer (Trade Policy) to be based at the United

Nations Secretariat (UN) International Trade Centre in

Geneva, Switzerland. Core responsibility is to

participates in the development, implementation and

evaluation of activities related to the EU funded and

ITC implemented project aimed at supporting Timor

Leste in acceding the WTO, the ASEAN, and the EU-

Pacific EPA. Applications are accepted until 12 May

2023. More information is provided at [UN].

The United Nations Secretariat seeks a Head of HOC

Secretariat to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Core

responsibility is to provide support for the preparation

and monitoring of a HOC annual workplan.

Applications are accepted until 20 April 2023. More

information is provided at [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an

Operations Specialist to be based in Elizabeth, USA.

Core responsibility is to support day-to-day

information technology, supply chain, facilities

management. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Project Lead (Maternal and Newborn Health). Core

responsibility is to develop and drive the vision and

strategy of the Community Based Maternal and

Newborn Care (CBMNC) portfolio of projects, including

stewarding the overall vision and clearly defining the

role each project plays in the larger portfolio. More

information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an

Operations Coordinator to be based in Guatemala City,

Guatemala. Core responsibility it to guarantee

compliance with the IRC standards for the supply

areas. More information is provided at [IRC].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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