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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Sierra Leone’s
and Togo's Independence Day and the Marshall
Islands’ Constitution Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Expansion of soybean production for
food self-sufficiency

(ms) The Chinese government plans to increase the
amount of soybeans produced in China this year, with
an eye toward its goal to increase food self-sufficiency.
This is to be achieved by boosting both the agricultural
land and the efficiency of the land already made
available.

The importance of food self-sufficiency has been
repeatedly stressed by President Xi Jinping, most
recently in a December speech, Xi emphasized the
importance of safeguarding against such foreign
factors, especially in light of the Ukraine war and the
resulting global food shortages [see AiR No. 12
March/2023, 3].
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While China, at least according to official figures, is
reporting record harvest after record harvest in the
grain sector, even if doubts about the credibility are
warranted, the national soybean production is a topic
of concern for China. More than 80 percent of the soy
used in China is imported, mainly from Brazil with
almost 60 percent of all imports and the US with 32
percent.

In order to break away from this dependency, the
Chinese government has set the goal of increasing the
national soybean yield by about 75 kg per hectare.
Furthermore, the cultivation area for soybeans and
edible oil is to be expanded by about 650,000 hectares
this year. In addition, subsidies for soybean cultivation
have been announced to address the lack of
motivation among farmers to plant soybeans due to
low soybean prices.

The State Council announced on April 20 that local
soybean production will serve as other criteria in
evaluating the performance of officials, placing the
responsibility directly on local governments. [Global
Times] [South China Morning Post]

China: Guangdong announces new
semiconductor projects worth USD 74 billion

(ms) The vice governor of the southern Guangdong
province announced, during a speech on April 18 at
the China IC Manufacturing Conference, that
Guangdong currently has about 40 new projects in
planning or in the early stages of construction, worth
USD 74 billion, aimed at expanding domestic
semiconductor production and moving closer to the
goal of national self-reliance in the tech sector.

Guangdong, China's center of national electronic
manufacturing, imports USD 150 billion worth of
semiconductors per year alone, and China imported
USD 415 billion worth of semiconductors from the U.S.
alone in 2022, according to the senior official.

The planned projects are aimed at reducing this
dependence and are in line with Xi's call for self-
reliance in core technologies. This goal has become
even more important considering China's strained
relations with the U.S. and the resulting U.S.-led
sanctions on the export of advanced technology to
China. [South China Morning Post]
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China: Changxin Memory Technologies plan
domestic IPO

(ms) Chinese memory chip maker Changxin Memory
Technologies Inc (CXMT) plans to file for an initial
public offering on Shanghai's Nasdag-style STAR
Market later this year that could value the Chinese
chipmaker at more than USD 14.5 billion, a major step
in China's ambitions for technological self-reliance,
according to Bloomberg.

CXMT is one of the nation's largest developers of
DRAM storage chips, a market dominated primarily by
South Korea's Samsung and the U.S. company Micron
Technology. Especially with regard to Mircon Global, an
IPO could be a more important step in the Chinese
ambitions, because the Chinese government has just
launched a national security review against the U.S.
company in early April, in retaliation against the U.S.-
led sanctions that restrict or even completely exclude
China's access to highly advanced technologies from
abroad (see AiR No. 14, April/2023, 1).

A question mark remains regarding a possible IPO,
according to experts, to what extent investor behavior,
confidence and willingness to invest has been and will
be affected by the US sanctions. [Bloomberg] [Reuters]

China: Government further promotes digital
state currency

(ms) A recent document from the financial authorities
in Changshu, a city in the eastern Jiangsu Province,
reveals that government employees, employees of
state-owned enterprises, as well as employees of
public institutions will be paid in the Renminbi digital
currency, e-CNY, starting in May, in a kind of pilot
project and a further step in the expansion of the
state-owned digital currency.

The e-CNY represents a prestigious project of the
Chinese government, which is backed by the People's
Bank of China (PBC) and serves as a centralized virtual
currency and is the first of its kind globally at the state
level. The digital currency has been in development
since 2014 and the first trial phases started in 2020.
The pilot project in Changshu is now expected to give a
good push to the spread of the currency and there are
already plans to roll out and test it in other cities in
China as well, although there is no official information
on launch dates yet.

The Chinese government is very interested in
implementing the currency and expanding its use, for
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example, the current market leaders in online
payments, especially Alipay and WeChat Pay were
asked to promote the e-CHY on their platforms and in
some cities even sums of the currency were given away
when using the official app of the PBC.

In addition to the government's advertised benefits of
using e-CHY, such as free cash withdrawls and
transfers, experts say that the nationwide use would
give the Chinese government an extraordinary amount
of information about individuals, their locations and
purchasing habits, which would further expand China's
surveillance apparatus. [China.org] [China Peace in
Chinese] [CNN]

China: Easing of fines against Ant Group

(ms) According to reports, the People's Bank of China
(PBC) plans to reduce the fines it has levied against the
subsidiary of e-commerce giant Alibaba, Ant Group,
from the originally planned USD 1 billion to USD 730
million, and in the same course downgrade its
allegations against the company.

Neither the PBC nor Ant Group have yet commented
on the rumors, based on people familiar with the
matter, but the PBC is expected to announce the exact
penalty over the next few months.

The reduction of the penalty would be in line with the
general easing of China's crackdown on the country's
private sector, which has already been given a more
important role in economic growth in the wake of the
Two Sessions (see AR No. 11, March/2023, 2) but also
during the 20th National Congress of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) (see AIR No. 42, October/2022,
3), especially since the end of the Zero-COVID policy
late last year.

The starting point for China's full-scale crackdown on
tech giants was the failed 2020 IPO of Ant Group [see
AiR]. An antitrust investigation against Alibaba and the
Ant Group followed (see AR No. 52, December/2020,
5), in the course of which it was planned that the Ant
Group would be sentenced for "disorderly expansion
of capital" to the USD 1 billion or the now presumed
USD 730 million. [Reuters]

China: Former high-ranking officer of Shanghai
Stock Exchange under investigation
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(ms) The Central Commission for Discipline Inspection
and the National Supervisory Commission, China's two
top anti-corruption watchdogs, announced on April 21
the investigation of Liu Ti, the former deputy general
manager of the Shanghai Stock Exchange (SSE) on
suspicion of serious violations of duties.

More specific details on the background of the
investigation were not disclosed by the anti-corruption
bodies, but there is speculation that it may be related
to the December 2021 case of Cao Jian. Cao, then the
deputy head of the IPO review center of the SSE, was
placed under investigation on bribery charges.

Regardless of possible connections, the investigation
of Liu represents the next official from the financial or
real estate sector who is likely to face legal
consequences in the wake of the anti-corruption
campaign launched in those sectors earlier this year
(see AiR No. 9, February/2023, 4). [Caixin Global] [China
Daily]

China: Netizens enraged by censorship over
hospital fire

(ms) On April 18, a fire at a Beijing hospital resulted in
the death of 29 people. To the anger of Chinese
citizens and social media communities, Chinese social
media platforms blocked emerging posts about the fire
and state media refrained from any form of reporting
for the first few hours after the fire.

The fire reportedly broke out shortly before 1 p.m.
local time, and the first reports on the relevant
national and local state news channels did not appear
until around 9 p.m., and even in these they merely
repeated the contents of the official announcement by
the government and refrained from independent
journalistic work.

On social media, videos of and posts about the fire
were consistently deleted, and only the post from
verified accounts and those from Chinese government
officials showed up in the search from the relevant
hashtags used. [Wenhao via Twitter] [VOA News, in
Chinese]

The extent of Chinese censorship, revealed again in
this instance, caused a lot of criticism within Chinese
Internet users. Parallels were also drawn with the
Chinese government's handling of the fire in the capital
of the northwestern Xinjiang region, Urumgqji, at the
end of November last year, which was seen as a trigger
for nationwide protests against the nearly three-year-
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long Zero-COVID policy but also against the Chinese
government and Xi Jinping (see AiR No. 48,
November/2022, 5). In this case social media platforms
also imposed extensive censorship intended to
prevent exchanges about the fire and the
accompanying displeasure with the government.

The government response to the fire has already seen
12 people arrested, including the hospital director.
However, exact details about the reason for the arrest
and possible wrongdoing have not yet been released.
Commentary on the censorship was predictably
absent. [Bloomberg] [The Guardian]

China: Prominent "white paper" protester
released

(ms) At least four participants in the "white-paper"
protests were reportedly released on April 18 after
being detained for at least four months.

Among the four released was Cao Zhixin, who
attracted widespread attention earlier this year with a
video dating back to December of last year. The video
shows Cao recording the video and asking for it to be
released in the event of her own arrest. She reports in
the video that four of her friends with whom she
attended the mourning ceremony for the victims of the
late November fire in Urumgqi the capital city of the
northwestern Xinjiang region, which served as a trigger
for the nationwide protests, had already disappeared
in mid-December and were believed to have been
detained by Chinese police (see AR No. 4,
January/2023, 4).

The conditions of those released and information
about the reasons for their releases as well as whether
they face further forms of legal persecution are not
known. [CNN] [Selina Wang via Twitter] [The World
Street Journal]

China: Tightening control on departing Chinese
nationals

(ms) The Chinese security authorities have significantly
increased their efforts to control Chinese citizens
leaving the country and are increasingly issuing travel
bans against backlisted dissidents.

In particular, the border in the southern Guangdong
Province, which is one of the highest-volume border
crossing areas due to its proximity to Hong Kong, is
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said to be affected by the increased controls. Several
activists told Radio Free Asia that they had been
denied entry to the border or flights abroad by local
security forces and had been banned from traveling, as
they were considered "politically sensitive" individuals
and their departure was deemed a potential threat to
the "national security."

Neither the provincial nor the national governments
have commented on the measures, but such travel
bans on activists are not a new practice but a recurring
tool in dealing with government-critical individuals.
[Radio Free Asia]

China: All Type 055 destroyers in active service

(ms) Coinciding with the 74th birthday of the People's
Liberation Army Navy held two days later, it was
announced on April 21 that the Type 055 large
destroyer, Xianyang, has been officially handed over to
the PLA Navy and will enter active service, meaning
that all eight commissioned Type 055s are now in
active service.

Four each of the eight destroyers are under control of
the PLA North and PLA South Sea Fleets. The PLA
North Sea Fleet is primarily responsible for controlling
the security of the claimed territory in the Yellow Sea
and the Sea of Japan. While the South Sea Fleet
enforces these tasks in the South China Sea and
therefore China's controversial territorial claims under
the nine-dash line. [Chinese Central Military
Commission] [Global Times]

Japan: Arrest of foreign trainee put technical
internship program into spotlight

(dql) Police arrested on April 20 a 19-year old female
Vietnamese technical trainee after her baby was found
dead in an empty slot in Hiroshima Prefecture. The
suspect admitted to abandoning the baby boy.

The case draws attention to Japan'’s technical
internship program. Introduced by the Japanese
government in 1993, it aims to facilitate knowledge
and skills transfer from Japan to developing countries.
But the program has repeatedly drawn allegations of
being abused by companies to obtain cheap labor
from across Asia and of being a hotbed for exploitation
and human rights abuses.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-yk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-yu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-yu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-jl/

Cases have been reported in which trainees have been
forced to return to their home countries after giving
birth, a violation of law that prohibits firing them for
being pregnant or having delivered a child. [Kyodo
News]

In an earlier development, a government panel came
out with a proposal to replace the current program
with a new one on April 19. While the proposal focuses
on the question how to improve the recruitment of
foreign workers amid the country's decreasing
population, it also suggests allowing foreign trainees
with specified skills to smoothly acquire special
resident status. [The Japan News]

Japan: Annual trade deficit hits record

(dql) Data released by the Ministry of Finance last week
revealed that Japan's annual trade deficit for the past
fiscal year rose to a record high of 21.7 trillion yen
(USD 161 billion), exceeding the previous record of
13.7 trillion yen in fiscal 2013.

According to analysts, the trade deficit will continue for
the time being due to weak exports as Chinese
consumption lacks strength despite the lifting of zero-
COVID curbs and effects of the fully-fledged monetary
tightening in the West since last summer playing out in
their economies. [Reuters]

Japan: Chipmaker Rapidus to receive large
government subsidy for new factory

(dqgl) The Japanese government has revealed that it will
support Rapidus Corp. a major semiconductor
manufacturer in Japan, with an additional subsidy of
nearly USD 2 billion to build a for a new factory, in a
latest effort to push for domestic chip prodution.

According to plans of the company, a trial production
line is to be set up in 2025, while mass-producing of
advanced semiconductors is scheduled for 2027 in
partnership with U.S. tech giant IBM Corp. [Kyodo
News]

Japan: Health ministry panel approves abortion
pill

(dgl) A subcommittee of Japan’'s Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare approved on April 21 an oral
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abortion pill, allowing the manufacturing and
marketing of such a drug in Japan for the first time.

The move paves the way for the formal approval of the
pill - name "Mefeego," and developed by the British
pharmaceutical company Linepharma International
Ltd. - and its sale in the near future.

So far, abortions in the early stages of pregnancies
have been limited to surgical procedures. Mefeego is
expected to offer an alternative way for an abortion
with less physical and mental stress on women.

According to the ministry, more than 126,000 abortion
cases were recorded in Japan in fiscal 2021. [Kyodo
News]

Japan: Six found dead in SDF chopper search off
Okinawa

(dgl) The Japanese Ground Self-Defense Force (GSDF)
announced on April 20, that Masahito lyota, the head
of its security unit based in Miyako Island,
southwestern Japan, is among those 10 people who
went missing after a GSDF helicopter crashed in waters
off Okinawa on April 6.

Six people, believed to have been aboard the GSDF
helicopter, have been found so far, with five of them
confirmed dead. Among the dead are Col. Toru Niwata,
and Maj. Hiroki Koso, senior members of the 8th
Division based in Kumamoto Prefecture, were among
the dead. [Kyodo News 1]

A day later, the GSDF further confirmed that the
division's commander, Lt. Gen. Yuichi Sakamoto, was
also among the dead. He assumed his office only in
March.

In charge of the defense of Kumamoto, Miyazaki and
Kagoshima prefectures, the 8th Division is one of the
rapid deployment divisions that would be sent to the
islands in the southwest in case of contingencies.
[Kyodo News 2]

Japan: Prime Minister’s ritual offering at
Yasukuni shrine

(dqgl) On April 21, Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
sent a ritual offering to the Yasukuni shrine on the
occasion of the commencement of the shrine’s annual
spring rites.
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While he reportedly abstains from personally visiting
the shrine, the offering still triggered strong opposition
from China and South Korea. Both view the shrine as a
symbol of Japan’s past militarism as it honors among
the war dead 14 who had been declared Class-A World
War Il criminals by the International Military Tribunal
for the Far East. [Kyodo News]

China’s Foreign Ministry expressed strong rejection of
“Japan’s negative moves concerning the Yasukuni
Shrine,” urging Tokyo to “make a clean break with
militarism and earn the trust of its Asian neighbors and
the international community.” [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China]

Similarly, the South Korean Foreign Ministry voiced
“deep disappointment and regret” over the offering,
calling on “responsible figures in Japan to face up to
history and show humble introspection and true
remorse for the past through action.” [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, South Korea, in Korean]

Japan: Weak enlistment of personnel of SDF

(dqgl) Japan's Self-Defense Forces (SDF) has reportedly
failed to hit the 2022 recruitment goal of fixed-term
personnel, who are drawn from individuals aged 18-32,
enlist for two to three years with the option to apply
for continued service.

Instead of the planned 9,245, only 4,300 enlisted. This
stands in stark contrast to numbers recorded for the
past 13 years since the collection of comparable data
began in 2009. Since then, Japan has been able to
recruit over 80 percent of its target numbers every
year, except for 2018 when the percentage was at 72.

According to sources of the defense ministry, the weak
enlistment is partly due to Russia's invasion of Ukraine
and China's military exercises around Taiwan that has
led to a perceived increase of the risk of war.

Another factor playing a role is the fact that companies
are raising wages in a bid to tackle Japan's labor
shortage.

The latest recruitment data show that Japan is facing
the challenge of filling the SDF's pool of potential
officers, coming at a time when the Japanese
government is increasing its efforts to strengthen the
country's military capacity.

In February an expert panel was set up by the defense
Ministry, in a move to identify ways to boost


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-jk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-ju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-ju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-tl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-tl/

recruitment and retention. The panel is expected to
issue an interim report this summer. [Nikkei Asia]

Mongolia: Draft laws on election and political
parties discussed

(dgl) On April 18 Chairman of the Mongolian
parliament G. Zandanshatar received representatives
of lawyers and scholars to discuss amendments to the
draft law on parliamentary elections and the revised
draft law on political parties.

During the meeting, the participants stress that the law
needs to enable strict regulation of the political parties
and ensure transparency of the financing of political
parties. [Montsame]

The meeting came after the Mongolian Cabinet
adopted on April 12 revised draft of the law on political
parties and submitted it to President of Mongolia
Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh. Under the revised bill issues
related to the registration of political parties have been
specified in more detail, including - among others -
how to register and confirm the amount of the party's
capital and its changes, what information are needed
in the state registration certificate, the documents to
be created for registration and changes and
movements, and on what basis, by whom and by what
procedures it would be registered in the state
registration (see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 30).

North Korea: Launch of first-ever military
reconnaissance satellite ordered ny Kim Jong-
un

(dqgl) North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has ordered to
finalize preparations for the launch of the country's
first-ever military spy satellite “at the planned date.”

Kim gave the order made during his inspection of the
North Korean National Aerospace Development
Administration (NADA) at which he confirmed the
completion of the development of "military
reconnaissance satellite No. 1,” citing “strategic value
and significance of possessing the military
reconnaissance satellite” amid “the escalating military
threat and challenge of the US and South Korea,” and
“using the preemptive military power according to
situation.”

Similarly, in her response to the G7 foreign ministers’
joint statement on their condemnation of the
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Pyongyang's unlawful ballistic missile launches last
week, North Korean Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui
made clear that the enhancement of her country’s
military capabilities are aimed “to deter threat from the
unstable security environment generated by the
reckless and provocative military maneuvers of the
U.S. and its allies.”

Observers say that the launch is likely to take place
directly before the summit between South Korean
President Yoon Suk-yeol and US President Joe Biden on
April 26. [KCNA] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, North
Korea] [The Korea Herald]

In response, Japanese Defense Minister Yasukazu
Hamada ordered preparations for the shooting down
of a North Korean spy satellite in the event it falls
within Japan's territory. He also ordered to make
arrangements to deploy troops to Okinawa prefecture
in the south to "minimize damage should a ballistic
missile fall." [Reuters]

Kim order of the preparations of the satellite launch
came shortly after North Korea announced that it had
successfully tested its first solid-fuel intercontinental
ballistic missile (ICBM), Hwasong 18, on April 13, to
which South Korea and the US responded with joint air
exercises on April 14, involving a B-52H bomber, F-35A
radar-evading fighters, F-15K jets and F-16 fighters (see
AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3).

It comes also at a time of heightened inter-Korean
tensions as Pyongyang continues to remain
unresponsive to daily routine calls with Seoul through
an inter-Korean liaison communication channel. The
two Koreas typically hold two phone calls daily, at 9
a.m. and 5 p.m., as part of communication between
liaisons.

Further, the South Korean ministry of unification has
issued warnings against what it sees as North Korea's
unauthorized use of the now-shuttered joint industrial
park, the Kaesong Industrial Complex, in the North to
operate some 30 factories (see AiR No. 16, April/2023,
3).

South Korea: Ex-leader of opposition party to
leave party over illegal political party funding
case

(dgl) Song Young-gil, the former leader of the main
opposition Democratic Party (DP), has announced his
readiness to take full political responsibility over
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recent allegations of illicit funds surrounding him,
while continuing to deny any wrongdoing.

Song made the announcement during a press
conference in Paris, in which he added that he will
leave the DP and comply with the ongoing
investigation.

Song has been at the center of allegations over an illicit
political fund case. He and his aides are accused of
distributing a total of more than USD 70,000 in cash to
several DP lawmakers ahead of the party’'s convention
in May 2021 at which he was elected as party leader by
a narrow 0.59 percentage point.

Earlier this month, the prosecution raided about 20
locations, including the offices and homes of DP
lawmakers Youn Kwan-suk and Lee Sung-man, Song's
key aides during the 2012 party leadership election.
Circumstantial evidence that illegal political funds were
delivered in envelopes were reportedly found (see AR
No. 16, April/2023, 3).

Like Song, Youn and Lee Sung-man have denied all
allegations. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: New investments in technology
announced

(dgl) The government and three major battery makers,
including LG Energy Solution Ltd., Samsung SDI Co. and
SKon Co., are to cooperate in investing a total of 20
trillion won (USD 15.12 billion) to make South Korea by
2030 the world's first state to mass produce next-
generation all-solid-state batteries for electric vehicles.

President Yoon Suk-yeol presented the plan during an
emergency economic meeting on April 20 as part of
the country's long-term strategy to enhance
competitiveness of the domestic battery industry.

Under the plan, the involved companies, which are
among the world's five biggest electric vehicle (EV)
battery makers and control more than a quarter of the
global EV battery market, will establish their respective
mother factories in South Korea that are capable of
producing cutting-edge battery products and creating
innovative technologies and processes. They will
further build a factory for manufacturing prototype
solid-state batteries in the country.

The collaboration is expected to help to quadruple
production and triple exports of equipment in the next
five years.
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The move comes as analysts forecast the competition
in the development of all-solid-state batteries between
South Korea, China and Japan to intensify. It sends a
strong signal that Seoul is determined to defend its
dominant position against Beijing and Tokyo in the
future battery war. [Pulse News] [Reuters]

South Korea: Efforts to push for legislation
against phishing attacks

(dgl) South Korea's government and lawmakers are
joining hands to combat phishing attacks as they met
on April 19 to discuss the quick passage of a related bill
that was submitted in March.

The move comes as phishing attacks have become
increasingly sophisticated, with an increasing number
of those attacks first identifying the bank account
number of a random business owner and wiring a
small amount of money to it. The attacker would then
report the man as a phishing attacker to have the
victim's bank account frozen and follow up with
demands for money from the victim in return for
withdrawing the complaint.

In South Korea, phishing attackers’ assets can be
frozen instantly once reported. For 2022, the police
recorded 543.8 billion won (USD 412.4 million) of
losses through nearly 22,000 phishing attacks. It
marked the first decline in 17 years. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Support for victims of home
rental scams discussed

(dqgl) The ruling People Power Party (PPP) and the
government met on April 20 to discuss ways to support
victims of home rental scams under which the
mastermind rented highly collateralized homes to
victims in return for deposits worth tens of millions of
won. The homes ended up being put up for auction as
the mastermind failed to repay debts to financial
institutions. The victims are facing eviction and the loss
of their deposits. Three affected tenants committed
suicide.

Among the support measures discussed during the
meeting are granting victims the priority right to buy
the affected homes, while offering low-interest loans
and postponing or temporarily suspending auctions of
the homes. The two parties also reached agreement on
pushing for measures to have scammers forfeit all
criminal proceeds.
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However, a proposal from the main opposition
Democratic Party (DP) suggesting to publicly purchase
housing units involved in the scams was rejected by
both. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: President pledges to eradicate
employment succession practices

(dqgl) President Yoon Suk-yeol has reaffirmed his
administration’s commitment to rooting out unfair
employment succession practices in South Korea.

Yoon made his commitment during a Cabinet meeting
on April 18 morning, arguing that provisions in
collective agreements of companies which allows for
the hiring of children of employees' constituted a
practice violating the constitution and taking away job
opportunities from future generations.

Scrapping employment succession at industrial sites is
widely seen as one of the core challenges to Yoon's
labor reform and also part of his broader efforts in
achieving more transparency in union accounting.

In line with these efforts, the Ministry of Employment
and Labor has for the first time launched judicial action
targeting automobile manufacturer Kia and its labor
union whose collective agreement maintains a clause
in their that prioritizes the hiring union members'
children over other candidates. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: New submarine commissioned

(dqgl) The second KSS Il Submarine, the SS-084 Ahn-
moo, was commissioned with South Korea’s Navy on
April 20. KSS-IIl is the final phase of the South Korean
Attack Submarine program, a three-phased program to
build 27 attack submarines from 1994 to 2029.

The new 3,000-ton submarine is capable of conducting
covert underwater missions and precision strikes and
is equipped with cutting-edge combat systems to
enhance combat performance, mission endurance,
stealthiness, and survivability. These systems include a
6x VLS vertical launch system capable of firing
torpedoes, mines, and guided missiles, among other
weapons. Allowing for strategic strikes against land-
based targets, the submarine is also equipped with a
submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM).

With its first operational deployment in 2024, the SS-
084 Ahn-moo is seen as marking a major milestone in
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the country's efforts to boost its naval capabilities.

In 2022, the first KSS-lll submarine was commissioned.
The delivery of three more submarines is expected by
2025. [Naval Today]

Taiwan: KMT president hopeful under pressure
over censoring press conference

(dgl) Terry Gou, presidential hopeful of Taiwan's main
opposition party, the Kuomintang, is facing a backlash
from the press after he refused to allow reporters to
ask questions directly and tweaked questions
reporters submitted during a press conference on April
18.

A TVBS reporter wrote on Facebook that upon her
arrival at the event's venue she was handed a
“question form” to fill out. She questioned why Gou,
did not prepare an online form like other press
organizers.

More importantly, she questioned at all the need to fill
out a form, which she was told was for Gou’s team to
organize the session. Prior to the event, the host
provided the press a timeline of the event according to
which Gou would first sing the national anthem, read
Sun Yat-sen'’s last will, present his achievements during
his trip to Japan, then answer reporters’ questions.
However, the press learned the host would be asking
the questions on behalf of reporters during the Q&A
session, preventing direct questions. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Female reservists required to undergo
military training

(dql) Taiwan's military will reportedly ask a first group
of female veterans to conduct reservist training on
May 8.

This comes after Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense
(MND) announced in January that female reservists will
be asked to complete the same required reservists
training as their male counterparts later this year.

While men in Taiwan are required to take partin
compulsory military conscription and reservist training,
women are not. They can join the armed forces
voluntarily to serve as soldiers and officers.

According to government data, a total of 8,915 women
were listed as reservists as of 2021, while 15 percent of
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Taiwan's 180,000 active military personnel are women.
[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Military drills in Penghu

(dgl) The Taiwanese Army's Penghu Defense Command
conducted its monthly live-fire exercise on April 19,
during which various weapons were used to shoot at
targets in multiple different scenarios, including M114
and M101 howitzers and 120 mm mortars firing flares,
along with fired machine gun and M60A3 tanks.

Furthermore, troops blocked a simulated enemy from
reaching the beach in a counterattack operation.
[Taiwan News]

Taiwan: New chief of the general staff
announced

(dgl) Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense has
announce the appointment of Commander of the
Republic of China (Taiwan) Navy Mei Chia-shu as new
chief of the general staff, the Taiwanese military's top
commanding post

Mei will assume the post on May 1 and replace Chen
Pao-yu who is retiring this month. He will be succeeded
by Vice Chief of General Staff Tang Hua and become
the new Commander of the Navy. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Indictments against seven in espionage
case

(dgl) Indictments have been issued against seven
former and active officers in Taiwan's Air Force and
Navy. The indicted include a retired Air Force captain
and six active military officers charged with spying for
China.

The captain is at the center of the case, suspected to
have been recruited in 2013 after his retirement to
serve as a spy and to use his personal connections in
the military to help recruit active military officers in the
Navy and Air Force to join in the spying activities.
[Focus Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: Prime Minister Hasina welcomes
foreign election observers

(az) Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
said she welcomes foreign observers from the
European Union and United Kingdom for the next
year's general elections. [Dhaka Tribune]

Following the latest polls in 2018, which led to an
overwhelming victory and third successive term for
Hasina and her ruling alliance, western government
called for allegations of ballot-rigging and intimidation
to be investigated.

Ahead of the election, the U.S. State Department had
expressed disappointment that some US-funded
observers had been forced to cancel plans to observe
the polls as Bangladesh didn't issue visas “within the
timeframe necessary”. At the time, Dhaka denied
delaying visas and said it was following due process.

Bangladesh: Transparency International calls for
immediate cancellation of Digital Security Act

(az) The Bangladesh branch of international anti-graft
watchdog Transparency International has called on
authorities to immediately repeal the contentious
Digital Security Act (DSA), arguing that any amendment
would be insufficient in addressing numerous
violations of fundamental rights included in the law.
[The Financial Express]
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This latest call to repeal the DSA comes after
Bangladesh’s Law Minister Anisul Huq earlier this
month acknowledged that the law has been misused
to some degree. However, the minister also made clear
that the government would only consider amending
the law, rather than repealing it altogether.

Bangladesh: Agricultural Development
Corporation violates Environment Conservation
Act

(az) The Bangladesh Agricultural Development
Corporation (BADC) has filled 11 acres of land near
Gabtoli in Dhaka to construct a building for a tissue
culture laboratory. Although Dhaka North City
Corporation (DNCC), Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha
(Rajuk), and the Department of Environment (DoE)
were supposed to halt any such action, the water
retention land got filled by BADC without any
consequence.

Experts fear the area will face a severe biodiversity
crisis, as the natural flood control capacity will now get
hampered due to the filling of large water bodies.
During the rainy season, intense water loggings occur
around many areas in Dhaka. This incident will bring
severe problems to the drainage facility. The DNCC
officials said they could not stop the work as it was
sponsored entirely by the government. The BADC, on
the other hand, claims that the land has nothing to do
with water retention, and BADC got ministry-level
permission to carry on the task. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Rohingya refugees fall victim to
competition of dominance among armed
groups

(az) In the Nayapara Rohingya refugee camp in Teknaf,
a Rohingya woman was shot dead and two other
women injured after a bandit group indiscriminately
fired at them. The Armed Police Battalion (APBnN)
informed that the bandit group is named Salman Shah
group, which attacked the house of the deceased with
weapons. [Dhaka Tribune]

India: Central government labels same-sex
marriage ‘elitist’ as Supreme Court continues
hearing
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(Im) India’s central government has expressed its
vehement opposition to the legalization of same-sex
marriage, calling it an “urban elitist concept” that
undermines religious and social values, as the
country’'s Supreme Court continued hearing appeals
for such unions to be recognized. [The Guardian]

The 18 couples that have petitioned the Supreme
Court to allow same-sex marriage argue that the apex
court’s 2018 verdict which decriminalized
homosexuality had simultaneously upheld the
individual right to family and choice of partners. In light
of this, they say it is unjust that they still lack legal
backing for their unions, a basic right enjoyed by
heterosexual married couples. The chief justice has
called the marriage issue one of “seminal importance”
and a five-judge panel will hear the case, which is
expected to go for at least two weeks.

Against this backdrop, on April 21, an influential
cabinet minister in an opinion piece in the Hindustan
Times argued that India’s Parliament, not a court of
law, is the best place to debate the issue of same-sex
marriage. This was in line with the central
government's latest court filing on April 16 [see AiR No.
16, April/2023, 3]. [Reuters]

During the hearings on April 20, the Supreme Court
said provisions of the Special Marriage Act which
mandate a 30-day prior notice of intent to marry is
steeped in patriarchy and exposes vulnerable couples
to an “invasion” by society. [The Hindu]

India: Court denies Congress leader Gandhi’s
appeal to stay defamation conviction

(Im) An Indian court has rejected opposition National
Congress (INC) leader Rahul Gandhi's appeal seeking a
stay on his conviction in a criminal defamation case, a
decision that fuels uncertainty over whether he can
contest in the country's general elections due next
year. [BBC] [The Straits Times]

The INC leader lost his seat in Parliament a day after
his conviction in March in a case brought by a state
lawmaker from the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
after comments Gandhi made that were deemed to be
insulting to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and other
people with the surname Modi [see AiR No. 13,
March/2023, 4]. His lawyer said Gandhi had been
referring to the prime minister and the two executives
while talking about accusations of high-level
corruption.
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Earlier this month, then, Gandhi filed appeals to
suspend his sentence, or secure bail, and to suspend
his conviction in a court in Surat [see AiR No. 14,
April/2023, 1]. The court had granted Gandhi bail to
appeal against his conviction, but it's the stay or
suspension of his conviction that's crucial to reinstating
him as a member of Parliament.

India: Supreme Court directs provision of ration
cards to 80 million migrant workers

(Im) India’s Supreme Court has directed states and
union territories to provide ration cards to about 80
million migrant workers not covered under the
country’s National Food Security Act, which provides
legal entitlements for food security programs. The
apex court said it was the duty of a welfare state to
include each and every worker on the ration card roll,
and gave authorities three months to implement its
order. [The Hindu]

The petitioners had argued that millions of workers are
left outside the protective umbrella provided by the
National Food Security Act as the statistics
underpinning the legislation were based on the 2011
census.

India: Court acquits 69 Hindus of murder of 11
Muslims during 2002 Gujarat riots

(mk/Im) An Indian Court on April 20 acquitted 69
Hindus, including a former minister from the country's
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), of the murder of 11
Muslims during communal riots in the western state of
Gujarat in 2002. [BBC] [CNN] [The Guardian]

The killings occurred in Ahmedabad city on February
28,2002, a day after a suspected Muslim mob set
alight a train carrying Hindu pilgrims, setting off one of
independent India’s worst outbreaks of religious
bloodshed. Officially about 1,000 people died in the
violence, mostly Muslims, but civil society groups say
the number was much higher.

The latest acquittals come comes eight months after
11 Hindu men jailed for life for the gang-rape of a
pregnant Muslim woman and the murder of her
relatives during the riots were freed on remission by
the Gujarat state government, drawing condemnation
from the victim’'s widower, lawyers and politicians. [AiR
No. 34, August/2022, 4]
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India: Ruling BJP plays caste card in Karnataka
state

(Im) India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is trying
to make further inroads in southwestern Karnataka
state ahead of elections on May 10 by stirring up caste
and religious sentiments in the only southern state in
its power.

Voters in the southern parts of Karnataka have
traditionally supported the regional Janata Dal Secular
(JDS) party or the opposition Indian National Congress,
as their leaders built relationships with the dominant
Vokkaliga farming community, backward classes and
Muslims who dominate the region. In light of this, the
BJP is fielding senior BJP ministers such as Karnataka
Infrastructure Minister V. Somanna, as well as the
state’s Revenue Minister R. Ashoka in the state’s
southern constituencies. [The Straits Times]

India: Police arrest Sikh separatist preacher
Amritpal Singh, ending months-long manhunt

(Im) Indian police said on April 23 they had arrested
Amritpal Singh, a separatist leader who revived calls
for an independent Sikh homeland and the secession
of the country’s northern Punjab state, bringing to an
end a months-long manhunt. Singh was arrested in
Punjab, but will be taken to a high-security jail in
Assam in India’s far east. [CNN] [The Guardian]

Police have been searching for Singh since March 18,
when he was accused of attempted murder,
obstruction of law enforcement, and creating
“disharmony” in society [see AiR No. 12, March/2023,
3]. The previous month, hundreds of his supporters
had stormed a police station to demand the release of
a jailed aide who had been arrested for alleged assault
and attempted kidnapping [see AiR No. 9,
February/2023, 4].

Last month, then, supporters of the movement pulled
down the Indian flag and smashed windows during the
protests earlier in March. Demonstrators also attacked
and damaged the Indian consulate in San Francisco
and protested outside the Australian Parliament [see
AIR No. 12, March/2023, 3]. New Delhi denounced the
incident and summoned the UK's deputy high
commissioner to protest against what it called the
breach of security at the embassy in London [see AIR
No. 15, April/2023, 2].
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India: Assam, Arunachal Pradesh states sign
agreement to end decades-old border dispute

(Im) The governments of India’s Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh states have signed an agreement to resolve
their decades-old border dispute, agreeing to
suggestions given by 12 regional committees from
both states formed last year. Home Minister Amit
Shah, who was present at the signing ceremony called
it a “historic occasion”. [The Hindu] [The Wire]

The border dispute between the two states, which
dates back to 1951, pertains to 123 villages located in
12 districts of Arunachal Pradesh and eight of Assam.
These villages had been claimed by Arunachal Pradesh
in 2007 before a Supreme Court-appointed Local
Commission tasked to identify the boundary between
the two states.

As per the signed agreement, disputes over 34 of these
villages stand resolved. Previously, the disputes over
37 villages had been resolved in July last year through
the so-called Namsai Declaration, in which the two
chief ministers “agreed on principle over them”.

Of the remaining 52 villages, the village boundary of 49
is to be finalized by the regional committees in next six
months, while three villages inside an Indian Air Force
bombing range will be subject to rehabilitation. [Civils
Daily]

India: Five soldiers killed in suspected militant
attack in Jammu and Kashmir union territory

(mk) Five Indian soldiers were killed in a militant attack
in the Jammu and Kashmir union territory on April 20.
The attackers threw explosives at an army truck
passing through the southern Rajouri sector, close to
the highly militarized Line of Control, the de facto
border between the Indian- and Pakistani- controlled
parts of Kashmir. [Al Jazeera] [The Hindu]

Kashmir has been disputed territory between India
and Pakistan since 1947, and has since withessed
periods of violent militant activity demanding
independence. Feelings of discontent have grown since
the Indian government revoked Kashmir's partially
autonomous status in 2019, particularly in light of
being the only muslim-majority region in India.

The attack comes at a time when India is working to
host a meeting of the Group of Twenty (G20) Tourism
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Working Group in Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir in
May. [AIR No. 16, April/2023, 3]

Nepal: President Paudel flown to Indian capital
for medical treatment

(Im) Nepal's President Ram Chandra Paudel was flown
on April 19 to the Indian capital New Delhi to seek
advanced medical treatment for chest and abdominal
problems. Vice President Ram Sahaya Yadav will stand
in for the president in her absence. [Devicourse.com]

Pakistan: Bill to limit Supreme Court chief
justice's power becomes law

(kk/Im) A bill that seeks to curtail the powers of the
chief justice of Pakistan's Supreme Court and was
passed by Parliament earlier this month became law
on April 21, amidst a constitutional crisis involving the
higher judiciary, the federal government and the
powerful military establishment.

The law cuts down the chief justice’s powers to
constitute panels, hear appeals or assign cases to
judges in his team. The legislation, called the, envisions
these tasks to be done by a three-member panel
headed by the chief justice with his two most senior
judges as members.

The Supreme Court (Practice and Procedure) Act, 2023
was passed by Parliament for the second time earlier
this month after President Arif Alvi - a member of
Pakistan's main opposition PTI party - returned the
original bill to Parliament, urging lawmakers to
reconsider the proposed law. Thereafter, President Alvi
was allowed to delay it for ten days - i.e. until April 20 -
and after the lapse of the mandatory period, it became
a law even without his signature. [AIR No. 14,
April/2023, 1]

Importantly, however, Pakistan’s Supreme Court set up
a larger, eight-member bench on April 12 to hear
petitions against the law, and the following day
suspended the implementation, observing that prima
facie the law infringed the powers of the apex court to
frame its own rules, and thus, merited a hearing by the
apex court. [AIR No. 16, April/2023, 3]

Pakistan: Chinese citizen remanded after
denying colleagues’ accusation of blasphemy
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(Im) A Pakistani court on April 17 sent a Chinese citizen
to jail on judicial remand for 14 days. Earlier, police
had taken the man into protective custody after an
angry mob gathered to attack him for allegedly making
blasphemous remarks during a workplace argument at
the Dasu Hydropower Project - allegations the Chinese
denied [see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3]. [The Straits
Times]

Pakistan: Elections in Punjab province to go
ahead as Supreme Court confirms earlier ruling

(Im) Pakistan's Supreme Court has stood by its decision
to order elections next month in the country’s most
populous province, Punjab, a move that deepens the
country’s constitutional crisis pitting the judiciary
against the civil and military leadership amid an
economic crisis and resurgent terrorism.

Earlier this month, the apex court rejected a decision
by the country's Election Commission to delay elections
in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces,
describing it as unconstitutional. Both assemblies had
been dissolved early by former Prime Minister Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party in an effort
to pressure the federal government into holding early
national elections [see AiR No. 3, January/2023, 3].
Under the constitution, elections must happen within
90 days after an assembly is dissolved; national and
provincial elections typically happen at the same time
in Pakistan.

But the federal cabinet headed by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif refused to provide funding for the
polls, citing economic stress and the rising threat of
terrorism [see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]. Furthermore,
the defense ministry informed the Election
Commission that the Pakistan Army will not be
available to provide security [see AR No. 16,
April/2023, 3].

In its latest petition to the Supreme Court, the defense
ministry cited a host of reasons including threats from
India and insurgent attacks in its latest petition to the
Supreme Court. But the court again announced
elections in Punjab for May 14 after declaring a delay
to the vote unconstitutional and rejecting the defense
ministry’s petition. [Firstpost]

The chief justice ordered the government in an earlier
hearing on April 19 to find a consensus with the Khan-
led PTI for a later date if they wanted a delay. However,
the head of the ruling’s coalition’s Pakistan Democratic
Movement, Maulana Fazlur Rehman, had refused to


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-ud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-uh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-uh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-uk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-uu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-ol/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-or/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-oy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-oy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuyykhl-l-oj/

negotiate with the PTI, saying: “We don't accept the
tyranny of the judiciary.” [The Guardian]

Against this backdrop, the PTI announced on April 23
that it will formally launch its election campaign in
Punjab this week. [The Indian Express]

Pakistan: explosions rock the Counter
Terrorism Department office in Swat district

(kk/Im) At least 17 people were killed and dozens
injured in two explosions at a counter-terrorism office
in Pakistan’s northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province. Police said that there is no evidence of an
attack and that it could have been as a result of short
circuits igniting ammunition in the depot. [BBC] [Al
Jazeeral]

Sri Lanka: Supreme Court to confidentially
deliver verdict on proposed penal code bill to
Speaker

(Im) Sri Lanka's Supreme Court on April 20 startet
hearing petitions filed against the Penal Code
(Amendment) Bill tabled in Parliament. The petitioners
argued that certain provisions of the Bill, most notably
a clause which seeks to decriminalize consensual
same-sex sexual relations, would violate the
constitution as it does interpret homosexuality as a
non-criminal offence. The apex court will deliver its
verdict to the Speaker of Parliament confidentially.
[adaderana.lk 1] [adaderana.lk 2]

Sri Lanka: Government announces plans to
spend record budget on new social welfare
program

(ns) The Sri Lankan government has announced plans
to provide a record budget for welfare expenditure
starting from July 1. In line with the Welfare Benefits
Board Act, state authorities intend to allocate almost
USD 640 million annually to assist the poor and
vulnerable. On April 17, President Ranil
Wickremesinghe sought approval from the Cabinet of
Ministers for the announced welfare program, its
value, and eligible recipients. [Economy Next]

The scheme, which will be supported byVarious
international agencies including the Asian
Development Bank and World Bank, should provide
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benefits to approximately 3.1 million families.
Furthermore, the government is working on
establishing welfare support for the disabled, kidney
patients, and senior citizens under separate programs.
[Daily Mirror]

Sri Lankan: Farming communities urge
Agriculture Minister to accept the monkey
export offer from China

(ns) Sri Lankan farmers have called on the country’'s
agriculture minister to accept an offer from China to
export up 100,000 monkeys endemic to the island
nation but classed as “endangered” on the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Red List of Threatened Species [see AR No. 16,
April/2023, 3]. The farmers say they are confronted
with substantial losses in their crop volume due to the
damage from monkeys, squirrels, and peacocks, which
destroy crops and raid villages in search of food. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lanka removed several species from a protected list
this year, including all three of its monkey species as
well as peacocks and wild boars, allowing farmers to
kill them.

Sri Lanka: Human rights activists urge President
to decriminalize LGBTQ+ community

(ns) Over 100 human rights activists, lawyers,
corporate professionals and civil organizations
members have sent a public letter to the Sri Lankan
president urging him to support the decriminalization
of same-sex relationships and stopping the
discrimination against members of the country’s
LGBTQ+ community. The request came against the
backdrop of the Penal Code Amendment Bill that
should lift the charges for same-sex activity. [News
First]

At present, Sections 365 and 365A of the Sri Lankan
penal code criminalize consensual same-sex sexual
relations, threatening both men and women with a 10
year prison sentence. Only last year a gay couple were
arrested here for their sexuality, and sent off to a
psychiatric unit for “evaluation”.

However, various political campaigners have filed a
petition in courts that challenge the proposed changes
to the penal code, arguing that the decriminalization of
same-sex relationships would also legalize forms of
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child sexual abuse and exploitation. [see article in this
edition]

Sri Lanka: Energy minister announces
restructuring plan for country’s largest
electricity company CEB

(ns) The Sri Lankan Minister of Power and Energy on
April 19 held a discussion on the restructuring of the
country’s largest electricity company, the Ceylon
Electricity Board (CEB), with the Electrical
Superintendents (ES) Union and the reforms
committee. The ES Union supported most of the
proposals in the established structure and emphasized
a need for transparency measures in reform
application, human resource, and employee benefits
management.

The meeting was held two days after the Cabinet of
Ministers approved the presented road map of the CEB
restructuring process and its timeline. Accordingly, the
final draft of a revised Electricity Act, the country’s key
electricity legislation, will be tabled in Parliament by
the end of May. On April 17, the Cabinet also agreed to
establish a reform secretariat and to obtain
developmental support from the United States, Japan,
and others.

The government will conduct a financial and human
resource audit and should complete the transition
process by October. [Sri Lankan Minister of Power and
Energy - Twitter 1] [Sri Lankan Minister of Power and
Energy - Twitter 2]

Sri Lanka: Navy seizes 179 kilograms of heroin
carried by local multi-day fishing trawler

(ns) The Sri Lankan Navy on April 17 seized 179
kilograms of heroin worth approximately USD 11
million in sales. The officials inspected a local multi-day
fishing trawler near Hambantota on the Southeastern
coast of the South Asian island nation. The Police
Narcotic Bureau took into custody six suspects
connected with the consignment operation. [News
Wire]

Since the beginning of the year, the navy has seized
drugs with a summary value of around USD 15.2
million.
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Sri Lanka: State Minister admitted to hospital
with minor injuries after his car skids off the
road

(ns) On April 17, Sri Lankan State Minister Ranjith
Siyambalaapitiya got into a car accident where his
vehicle skidded off the road and crashed against the
wall. The Minister was admitted to the hospital with
minor injuries. The media states the official was
returning home from a public event when the accident
happened. [Daily Mirror] [Daily News]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: Constitutional Council finalizes
updated teachers' manuals for school
curriculum on constitution

(ns) The Constitutional Council of Cambodia (CCC) is
finalizing revisions to the teachers' manuals on the
foundational provisions of the Constitution for school
curricula. On April 18, the CCC conducted a
consultation meeting to finalize amendments to the
manuals, which will be integrated into the national
curriculum. The modifications aim to facilitate
comprehension of the gradual progression through
the grades for students and teachers.

The updated manuals will feature a clear, step-by-step
structure, improved terminology, and will take into
account Khmer culture and international experiences.

The CCC spokesperson indicated that the Council and
its working group remain receptive to input from
various stakeholders on the new guidelines. The
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completion of the teachers' manuals is expected by
mid-May, after which teachers will receive training.
[Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Prime Minister's son promoted to
four-star general

(ns) On April 18, General Hun Manet, the son of
Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, was promoted to
the rank of four-star general in a ceremony attended
by numerous high-ranking military officials.

According to the Lowy Institute's Power Index, General
Hun Manet met with ten world leaders in 2022,
compared to only two in 2023. This information aligns
with the views of various observers and opposition
figures who believe that the ruling Cambodian People's
Party plans to position Hun Manet as the successor to
the current Prime Minister in anticipation of the
upcoming elections. [The Straits Times], [AIR No. 6,
February/2023, 1]

Cambodia: Ex-opposition activist appointed
state official after public apology for insulting
the king

(ns) Former Cambodian opposition activist Yin
Sinorn, who was detained and released from
custody after a formal apology, became an
Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Labor on
April 22.

Sinorn defected to the ruling Cambodian People's
Party following his apology for defaming the
government and pledging loyalty. [Cambodianess] [AIR
No. 14, April/2023, 1]

Cambodia: Preah Sihanouk officials reject BBC
report on 'Pig Butcher' fraud ring

(ns) On April 18, the Preah Sihanouk Administration
dismissed a BBC documentary on the 'Pig Butcher'
fraud ring in the province, that claims that four
Chinese nationals were confined, tortured, and forced
to work online romance scams.

The administration stated that the report does not
reflect the current situation in the province and
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expressed concerns that the publication could damage
tourist and investor interests.

The accusations come after the Cambodian
government recently signed an agreement to develop
a new logistics complex in Sihanoukville (see entry in
this edition). [Union of Catholic Asian News] [BBC
News] [Mech Dara, Freelance Reporter in Cambodia]
[AIR No. 16, April/2023, 3]

Cambodia: Textile sector exports value drops
22.4% in early 2023 compared to 2022

(ns) The Cambodian General Department of Customs
and Exercise (GDCE) reported a 22.4 percent decrease
in textile sector export revenue in the first quarter of
2023 compared to the same period in 2022.

The Textile, Apparel, Footwear, and Travel Goods
Association in Cambodia (TAFTAC) attributes the
decline to global factors, including rising inflation, the
Russia-Ukraine war, and post-COVID impact, and
expects the trend to continue in the second quarter.
[The Star]

Indonesia: Ruling party declares Central Java
Governor Ganjar as president candidate for
2024 polls

(fb/Im) Indonesia’s ruling Indonesian Democratic Party
of Struggle (PDI-P) has declared Central Java Governor
Ganjar Pranowo as its presidential candidate for the
2024 general election, thereby paving the way for
Southeast Asia’s largest democracy to have a three-
way presidential race that will be held concurrently
with the legislative election in February. [The Straits
Times]

A survey released on April 19 indicates that Ganjar is
yet to recover from the damage to his standing among
Indonesia’s electorate after he rejected hosting
matches under the FIFA's Under-20 World Cup in
Central Java over opposition to Israel’s participation in
the football tournament [see AR No. 14, April/2023, 1].
[The Jakarta Post]

Meanwhile, Defense Minister and ex-special forces
general Prabowo Subianto, who was nominated by his
Gerindra party in August last year [see AiR No. 33,
August/2022, 3], has been under pressure to withdraw
from the presidential race until last week from both
within and outside the party due to polls signaling that
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he could not win. In light of this, the minister runs the
possibility of becoming known as a three-time loser in
Indonesian politics; he was unsuccessful in his
attempts for president in both 2014 and 2019, falling
to incumbent President Joko Widodo.

Former Jakarta Governor Anies Baswedan was
endorsed by Indonesia’s fifth-largest political party
NasDem last October; he came closer to becoming
declared a presidential nominee when three political
parties, including the Democratic Party, threw their
support behind him last month. Their support
represents 163 seats or more than 20 percent of the
parliament’s total.

A running mate has not yet been decided for either
candidate. Indonesia’s election law requires a political
party or a coalition of political parties that field a pair
of presidential and vice-presidential candidates to have
at least 20 percent of the 575 national Parliament
seats. The PDI-P is the only party out of nine that
passes that threshold, meaning it does not have to join
hands with any party to field a candidate pairing.

Against this backdrop, President Widodo met with
Prabowo Subianto on April 22, a day after the PDI-P
had declared Ganjar as its presidential candidate for
the 2024 race. Responding to questions from
reporters, however, the Gerindra party chairman
downplayed the possibility of him being paired with
Ganjar, but adding that the situation was still fluid.
[The Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: Rebels holding New Zealand pilot
hostage claim they have killed at least 13
soldiers

(fb/Im) Separatists in Indonesia’s Papua region say they
have killed more than a dozen Indonesien military
soldiers after the army sent troops in search of a New
Zealand pilot who was taken hostage in February [see
AiR No. 7, February/2023, 2].

The West Papua National Liberation Army (TPNPB), the
military wing of Papua’s main separatist group, in a
statement released on April 17 said its soldiers shot
dead 13 Indonesien military and police officials when
its troops attacked two Indonesian military posts in the
Yal and Mugi districts. The group claimed it was
holding the remains of 12 soldiers, but did not provide
evidence to back up the statement. [CNN]

Speaking against this backdrop, Indonesia’s military
announced this week that it had recovered the bodies
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of four soldiers who were killed during the separatist
attack. [Voice of America]

Indonesia: President approves clemency
request of death-row drug convict

(fb) Activists have applauded a decision by Indonesian
President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo to commute the
sentence of a female drug trafficking convict from the
death penalty to life in prison. The change in sentence
was enacted by presidential decree in late February,
some seven years after the woman sent her clemency
plea to Jokowi. However, the convict's legal team
announced the news only recently. [The Jakarta Post]

The convict, Merri Utami, was sentenced to death in
2002 after airport authorities found 1.1 kilograms of
heroin in her handbag. She said that during her
interrogation, she had been forced into writing a
confession of guilt even though her ex-boyfriend had
deceived her to carry the drugs.

Malaysia: Former Prime Minister Muhyiddin
seeks dismissal of abuse of power charges

(pa/Im) Malaysia's former Prime Minister Muhyiddin
Yassin has applied for the dismissal of four charges of
abusing his power to source more than USD 50 million
in bribes for his Malaysian United Indigenous Party
(BERSATU) from companies who hoped to benefit from
his government's COVID-19 spending fund. [Bernama]
[Malay Mail]

Muhyiddin has requested acquittal and freedom from
the charges, which he had previously rejected as
politically driven. He also asked for a postponement of
the Sessions Court proceedings, arguing that the
charges do not comply with Section 23(1) of the
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) Act.

The MACC launched the probe in February, and
recently seized two bank accounts of BERSATU. Two
former party leaders have also been arrested on
corruption charges. [Free Malaysia Today]

In addition to the abuse of power charges, Muhyiddin
also faces two additional charges related to money
laundering involving USD 43 million. If found guilty, he
faces up to 20 years in prison for each of the
corruption charges, 15 years each for money
laundering and fines.
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Muhyiddin is the second Malaysian ex-leader to be
indicted after leaving office after ex-Prime Minister
Najib Razak, who was hit with multiple charges after he
lostin 2018 general elections. Najib began a 12-year
prison term in August after losing his final appeal in
the first of several graft trials related to the looting of
the 1TMDB state development fund. His United Malays
National Organisation is currently seeking a royal
pardon [see AR No. 15, April/2023, 2].

Malaysia: Authorities probe cases of
unemployed migrant workers

(Idm) Authorities in Malaysia are investigating how
hundreds of migrant workers arrived from South Asia
without jobs despite paying steep fees to secure
employment. The workers from Bangladesh and Nepal
have arrived since December after paying up to USD
4,500 to middlemen. They have had their passports
taken away and many are unable to start repaying
loans taken out to pay recruitment fees without jobs or
salaries. Malaysia, a key manufacturing hub at the
heart of the global supply chain, has faced accusations
of forced labor in manufacturing and palm oil
production industries. [South China Morning Post]

Malaysia: New immigration complex to be
constructed

(ap) Malaysia will construct a new Immigration,
Customs, Quarantine and Security (ICQS) complex in
Bukit Berapit Pengkalan Hulu, near the Malaysia-Thai
border, under the 13th Malaysia Plan (13 MP). The
current ICQS complex is located 700 meters from the
international border, posing a potential invasion risk.
In the interim, the police roadblock will be relocated to
the international front checkpoint, enabling police
control and screening measures to combat
trespassing, smuggling, and illegal taxi operations
[NST] [Malay Mail]

Myanmar: Senior military-linked election
official shot dead

(Im) The deputy head of Myanmar's military-appointed
election commission was shot dead in the country’s
commercial capital Yangon by rebels on April 22, the
latest killing of a high-profile individual linked to the
junta. The army said that anti-coup “People’s Defence
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"n

Forces” " were responsible for the killing but did not
give further details. [Al Jazeera]

The military junta had tasked the election commission
with organizing new polls, which opponents of the
military say cannot possibly be free or fair. Last month,
the election commission dissolved 40 political parties,
including the Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for
Democracy (NLD), for not re-registering under the
newly imposed Political Parties Registration Law [see
AIR No. 14, April/2023, 11.

Myanmar: Over 20,000 flee as military raids
villages in Sagaing region

(Im) More than 20,000 villagers fled their homes in
Myanmar’s northwestern Sagaing Region as security
forces intensified their offensive against local anti-
junta People’s Defense Forces, a week after the military
carried out an air strike during the opening ceremony
of a public administration building, killing at least 200
people [see AR No. 16, April/2023, 3]. The region has
been a hotspot of resistance to junta rule and the
center of some of the worst fighting since the military
seized power in a coup two years ago. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Top court to hear Suu Kyi's appeal
against conviction

(Im) Myanmar’'s Supreme Court has agreed to hear
appeals by imprisoned leader Aung San Suu Kyi and
former President Win Myint against their conviction on
corruption and other charges. [Bloomberg]

Suu Kyi had appealed against seven charges related to
the purchase of a helicopter, election fraud and
violating the colonial-era Official Secrets Act. She faces
a total 33 years in detention after being found guilty in
an 18-month long series of trials that concluded last
December AR No. 1, January/2023, 1]. A similar
petition by ex-President Win Myint, who has been
sentenced to 12 years in prison, was also allowed, but
the court is yet to set a date to commence the hearing
of their appeals.

If their appeals are upheld, Suu Kyi's sentence will likely
be reduced by 13 years and Win Myint's by ten years.

Philippines: Bail for Duterte critic de Lima only
on humanitarian basis, Justice Department
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insists

(dqgl) The Department of Justice announced that it is
open to former senator Leila de Lima applying for bail
if the application is based on humanitarian grounds,
not if it is based on the merits of the drug cases filed
against her as sought by de Lima and her camp.

In a statement days earlier, de Lima reaffirmed her
stance: “l will gain my freedom on the merits, because
the DOJ has no case against me from the very
beginning,” insisting that the case against her has been
fabricated. [Philstar]

One of the most vocal critics of former president
Rodrigo Duterte and his bloody drug war, de Lima has
been in detention for over six years over drug-related
charges filed against her under Duterte. She has been
acquitted in one of three charges so far. [Rappler]

Philippines: Members of Mindanao-based
Islamist militant organization surrender

(dgl) On April 21, six more members of the outlawed
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF), an
Islamist militant organization based in Mindanao,
surrendered to the 6th Infantry Division, one of the
Philippine Army's infantry units in central Mindanao.

Trained in fabricating improvised explosive devices, all
six confessed to having produced such devices which
the BIFF n recent bombings in central Mindanao.

289 BIFF members have surrendered since 2022.
[Philstar]

Singapore: Deputy Prime Minister outlines five
key shifts in policies

(sfa) Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence
Wong has outlined five key policies the government is
preparing to better shape the city's states future in the
face of an uncertain and potentially dangerous
external environment. All of these policies are part of
Singapore’s approach to re-define success and
broaden the idea of meritocracy, as was proposed by
President Halimah Yacob in her recent address to
Parliament [see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3]. [The Straits
Times]

Wong also cautioned Singaporeans about bearing the
high costs for goods and services to achieve a more
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just and more equal society. This also means caring for
seniors beyond physical health through improving
access to home-based services and collaborating with
community partners to prevent loneliness and social
isolation.

In April last year, Wong was chosen to lead the 19-
member fourth-generation (4G) leadership team of
Singapore’s ruling People’s Action Party (PRP), a
decision that was later unanimously endorsed first by
the Cabinet, including Prime Minister Lee and the
Senior Ministers, then all PAP lawmakers [see AiR No.
16, April/2022, 3]. However, the timing of the
leadership handover has not been set, with Wong
saying in September that he will take over the mantle
of leadership from Prime Minister Lee at a time when
both he and the rest of the 4G team are “ready for it".

Singapore: Opposition Workers Party makes
suggestions to government

(sfa) In a recent parliamentary session, Singapore's
opposition Workers Party (WP) has made several
suggestions to the government. [The Straits Times 1]
[The Straits Times 2]

With the introduction of the 2005 free trade
agreement (CECA) between India and Singapore, the
WP asserted that more Singaporeans have been
“emotionally charged” about CECA, with such numbers
not reflected in the data provided by the government.
The Party therefore urged the coming fourth-
generation (4G) leadership team of the ruling People’s
Action Party to be more open in sharing data with the
opposition to help address such contentious issues,
especially when the country is looking to refresh social
impact.

The WP also urged the government to justify their
reasons for disagreeing with the proposals raised by
the opposition parties rather than labeling them as
“disingenuous”. The suggestion was made in view of
recent reactions from the Government whereby they
had labeled one of the opposition parties, the Progress
Singapore Party, as a “racist political party” in view of
its comments on the foreign talent policy.

Singapore: Ruling People’s Action Party’s views
on refreshing social impact

(sfa) The People’s Action Party has expressed its views
on several matters in a recent parliamentary session.
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Education Minister Chan Chun Sing highlighted some
of the potential pitfalls on meritocracy. One of which is
using the same metrics can cause a society to become
irrelevant, especially in the area of education. To
address this, he outlined that there will be a shift from
how people’s abilities are evaluated to aptitude-based
admissions. This also includes having more flexibility
and pathways in pursuing post-secondary and tertiary
education.

On the aspect of proposing and debating on policies in
parliament, Health Minister Ong Ye Kung urged that
the discussion “should not tear the seams of our
society”. He acknowledged that there are differences
between PAP and the opposition on certain issues like
the Government's revenue and reserves, but also
recognised such differences as “part and parcel of
political contestation”.

In addition to Mr Ong's speech, Deputy Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong further called on the opposition to be
more upfront on the trade-offs on the alternative
policies they propose. He asserted that there is a need
to uphold honesty and integrity in policymaking rather
than raising populist ideas. [The Straits Times 1] [The
Straits Times 2] [The Straits Times 3]

Singapore: Amendments to the Corruption,
Drug Trafficking and Other Serious Crimes
(Confiscation of Benefits) Bill and the Computer
Misuse Bill

(sfa) Over recent years, there has been increasing
trend of scam victims including a number of Singpass
users selling their accounts. Therefore, Singapore has
recently made amendments to the above Bills as it
seeks to act against three groups of people: those who
hand over control of their payment accounts to
criminals, those who use their payment accounts
under the instruction of criminals, those who sell their
bank or Singpass accounts to anyone. [The Straits
Times]

Singapore: First reading of Family Justice
Reform Bill

(sfa) A new law has been proposed in Singapore
Parliament to address issues on non-compliance with
maintenance orders. As such, a unit of maintenance
enforcement officers will be set up to deal with ex-
spouses who dodge maintenance payments. The
officers will help to differentiate those who can afford
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to pay but refuse from those who do not have the
financial means. For those who can afford it,
maintenance payments will have to be made by
specified dates. Should ex-spouses fail to do so, they
may face a jail term. [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Army general accused of violent male-
sex abuse

(Im) An unidentified, high-ranking member of the Royal
Thai Armed Forces has been transferred pending an
investigation into an allegation that he physically
abused and injured a man he met through a dating
application for men while on a trip in the country's
south. An army panel has been set up to investigate
the allegations. If the complaint is found to be justified,
the soldier will have to face disciplinary action.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: ‘Delays’ in probe pertaining to
wristwatches of Deputy Prime Minister Prawit
Wongsuwon

(Im) Thailand's National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) has said disclosing details of its investigation
into the watch scandal involving Deputy Prime Minister
Prawit Wongsuwon could face further delays, after the
Supreme Administrative Court ordered the anti-graft
agency to disclose the details of the probe. [Bangkok
Post]

In December 2018, the NACC voted 5:3 that there were
no grounds for accusations that Prawit had falsely
declared his wealth when he did not include 22 high-
end timepieces and rings with a total estimated value
of USD 1.5 million in his list of assets.

Later, the Central Administrative Court ordered the
NACC to abide by a request by the Anti-Corruption
People's Network to disclose a report on fact-finding
and evidence gathering, the opinions of all NACC
officials in charge of the case, and the opinions of the
NACC secretary-general that were included in the
minutes of NACC meetings. Against this backdrop, the
Supreme Administrative Court on April 21 ruled in
favor of an appeal by the Anti-Corruption People's
Network and ordered the NACC and its Office to
disclose the three sets of documents within 15 days.
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Thailand: Election Commission to examine
political parties’ campaign promises

(Im) Thailand's Election Commission will review political
parties’ election promises and determine if any of
them are in breach of the country’s election law, which
can lead to a party dissolution. 70 political parties
contesting the May 14 general elections have
submitted details of their campaign policies as per the
organic law governing political parties. [Bangkok Post]
[Thai PBS]

The Election Commission will consider three aspects
when examining campaign policies, namely the
amounts of money involved, whether the sources of
the donations stood to benefit, and the potential
impacts and risks associated with their
implementation.

Of all the proposals submitted, the digital wallet policy
proposed by the main opposition Pheu Thai Party is
arguably the most controversial one. Under the
proposed scheme, the party promises to hand out
approx. USD 290 to every Thai aged 16 or above via
digital wallets. [AIR No. 12, March/2023, 3]

Thailand: The upcoming election a critical
juncture for the country'’s international
relations, analysts say

(aj) As Thailand approaches its May 14 election, trade
partners, allies, watchdog groups, and academics have
kept a close eye on the country. Since 1932, Thailand
has experienced nineteen coups, with the most recent
one being in 2014. Thailand is largely split between two
camps: those that support the military-royalist elites
and those that oppose it [see AR No. 15, April/2023, 2].
According to analysts, this upcoming election will be a
critical juncture for Thailand's international relations,
political development, and regional standing.

Thailand, EU, and the US

After Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha led the
military takeover of the elected civilian government in
2014, Thailand faced repercussions from its partners
and allies, both politically and economically. Following
the coup, the European Union froze discussions on a
Thailand-EU free trade agreement (FTA), which only
resumed this past March and the United States sent
less troops to the Cobra Gold military exercise the year
after, but sent a record-breaking amount to the war
games this year [see AIR No. 8, February/2023, 3 and
AIR No. 12, March/2023, 3]. Recently, lawmakers in
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Europe and the US have called for greater pressure on
Thailand to hold free and fair elections. Some
European lawmakers even called for the EU to make
further engagement with Thailand contingent on the
country’'s reformation of its lese-majeste laws.
[Deutsche Welle]

Thailand and Myanmar

Some analysts point to the repercussions that the Thai
election will have on its neighbors, namely Myanmar.
Since the Myanmar military junta’s coup d'etat in 2021,
Thailand has faced criticisms by ASEAN member-states
and the international community for normalizing
relationships with the military government. According
to analysts, if Thailand's elections are won by military-
linked parties or the voting results contested by the
military-royalist establishment, then Myanmar would
be less incentivized to transition towards democracy.
[Council on Foreign Relations]

Thailand, China, and the US

The outcome of Thailand's election may also decide
whether the country grows closer to its economic
partner, China, or its strategic ally, the US. In the
aftermath of the 2014 coup, Thailand grew closer to
China, both economically and militarily. Analysts note
that Thailand's relationship with the US is progressing
slower compared to its fellow ASEAN members, such
as the Philippines, Indonesia, and Vietnam. [Thai PBS
World] [The Diplomat]

Thailand: Over 120,000 police to be deployed for
the election; advance voting overseas
commences

(aj) With the election only less than a month away,
Thailand has been preparing for the polls, with the
majority of the voting process being organized by the
country’s Election Commission (EC) and security details
arranged by the Royal Thai Police (RTP).

This is a continuing story covering the timeline of
Thailand's preparation - voting process, voter
eligibility, release of vote count, election security,
independent monitors, and more - for the May 14
election [see AIR No. 13, March/2023, 4, AiR No. 14,
April/2023, 1, AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2, and AR No. 16,
April/2023, 3].

Ballot Papers
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The EC published examples of the ballot papers to be
used in the election. There will be separate ballots to
vote in the 400 constituency MPs and 100 party-list
MPs, with the former in a purple color and the latter in
a green color. Only party-list candidates will have their
party names and logos displayed next to their own
names. [Pattaya Mail]

Security Detail

RTP Commissioner General Damrongsak Kittiprapas
announced that over 130,000 police will be stationed
at 90,000 polling stations across Thailand on the day of
the vote. There will be at least one office per voting
venue. Particular attention, according to Commission
Damrongsak, will be paid to Thailand's eastern and
western regions, which had past incidents of unrest.
[National News Bureau of Thailand]

Overseas Votes

Advanced voting for Thai nationals overseas officially
began on April 25 and will end on May 5. Embassy
officials will hand-carry the votes collected by their
respective embassies to the EC's Office in Thailand. The
EC has previously faced criticism from the public and
political parties for its mishandling of votes from
overseas [see AiR No. 14, April/2023, 1]. EC Secretary-
General Sawaeng Boonmee vows that this incident will
not be repeated, especially because the EC
coordinated with Thai airports and airlines to facilitate
the vote counts from abroad. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Opposition parties reject to form a
government with military-royalist parties

(aj) As the May 14 election date approaches, Thailand's
opposition parties declare their commitment to reject
forming a government with any parties affiliated with
the military-royalist establishment. The opposition
parties in question are the popular Pheu Thai Party
(PTP) and the reformist Move Forward Party (MFP),
while the military-linked parties are the conservative
United Thai Nation Party (UTNP) and the incumbent
Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP).

PTP Strategician Srettha Thavisin and MFP leader Pita
Limjaroenrat, both nominees for premiership, say their
parties firmly reject building a coalition with either the
UTNP or PPRP following the election due to their
connections with the 2014 coup. Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha led the military takeover of the
elected civilian government in 2014 and was a former
member of the ruling PPRP before joining UTNP earlier
this year. In response to PTP's and MFP’s
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announcements, PPRP leader and Deputy Prime
Minister Prawit Wongsuwon said the PPRP is open to
forming a government with any party in the larger goal
of political unity and harmony.

Although PTP has previously announced their intent to
form, if possible, a super-majority in the 500-seat lower
parliamentary house, analysts believe that it is more
likely that PTP will need to build a coalition. PTP and
MFP have also expressed a shared willingness to form
an alliance in the next government. In the midst of
talks on forming the next government, PM Prayuth
only warned the public to choose their MPs wisely and
carefully. [Bangkok Post] [Reuters] [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Parties promise to boost Thai
infrastructure

(aj) In a new wave of campaign promises, parties are
trying to attract voters by proposing projects to boost
Thailand's infrastructure [see AiR No. 7, February/2023,
2, AiIR No. 9, February/2023, 4, AiR No. 10, March/2023,
1, AR No. 11, March/2023, 2, AiR No. 12, March/2023,
3, and AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4].

Spokesman for Bhumijaithai Party (BJT), Itthidet
Supong, says BJT is proposing to build a ‘land bridge’
that connects the Andaman Sea with the Gulf of
Thailand. This overland two-way rail track would
provide an alternative path for cargo that passes
through the busy Strait of Malacca. According to
Itthidet, this project will be financed by the
Infrastructure Fund and Public-Private-Partnership
(PPP) agreement. [Bangkok Post]

Deputy Prime Minister and Palang Pracharath Party
(PPRP) leader, Prawit Wongsuwon, promised that if the
PPRP won the May election, he would build a 300-mile
railway line linking thirteen provinces in Thailand's
northeastern and eastern regions. Prawit, also PPRP’s
only candidate for premiership, plans to build an 8-
lane highway adjacent to the railway. Altogether, this
proposed infrastructure endeavor will cost USD 130.9
billion and, according to Prawit, the project will be
funded by foreign direct investment (FDI) from Chinese
and European investors. [The Nation Thailand]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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China extends lead to U.S. in influence in
Southeast Asia, reports says

(ms) According to a report released on April 20 by the
Australian Lowy Institute (see_full report), China has
expanded its influence in South East Asia since 2018
compared to the US, despite nearly three years of
zero-COVID policy. Especially in terms of economic
influence China was able to outpace the US.

The influence of the U.S. and China is measured in four
areas, diplomatic influence, economic influence,
cultural influence, and defense network. China clearly
dominates the U.S. in the area of economic influence
with 70 to 30 as well as diplomatic influence with 63 to
37.The USA, on the other hand, leads clearly in the
defense network with 72 to 28, and in cultural
influence the USA leads by a slim four-point lead of 52
to 48.

In individual Southeast Asian countries, apart from
Laos, where China still has significantly more influence
than the U.S., China has increased its influence in all
countries compared to the U.S. since 2018, and has
more influence than the U.S. in every country except
Singapore and the Philippines. China's overall influence
lead in Southeast Asia increased from 52 to 48 in 2018
to 54 - 46 in 2022.

The U.S. suffered its largest losses in Malaysia, down 8
points, and in both Thailand and Vietnam, the U.S. has
lost the upper hand since 2018. China has the
strongest influence in Laos, 71 to 29; Cambodia, 69 to
31; and Myanmar, 66 to 34.

Despite leading influence, when comparing
"comprehensive power," a score composed of both
influence and the country's resources available to the
country in use in the region, China continues to lag
behind the U.S. and was actually the largest net loser
in this area. The authors also expressed doubts about
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the extent to which China will be able to overtake the
U.S. in terms of power at all in the long run. However,
they add that this overtaking will probably not be
necessary at all; Chinese power in the region is so close
to that of the U.S. that the latter has lost its supremacy
in the region and the two countries will have to share it
in the future. [Lowy Institute] [South China Morning
Post] [The Diplomat]

The USA and China are followed by a wide margin in
the comprehensive power ranking by Japan, India,
Russia, Australia, and South Korea, with all of the
above except Australia losing influence. According to
the authors, this general downward trend in the region
is largely influenced by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The authors highlight more specific reasons for the
decline in Japan, India, and Russia.

In the past, Japan, the third largest power in the region,
was able to score points primarily due to its strength in
the areas of technological progress, economic power
and wealth, but it is becoming apparent that these
areas are in decline. Japan is facing major problems
due to its aging population and the corresponding low
GDP growth, which will also be reflected in a further
drop in the power ranking in the long term.

India, in fourth place, is able to rise in measurement
categories for the country's future resources, which is
simply due to the accompanying economic and military
growth based in part on the steadily increasing
population and the accompanying expected increase in
economic output. However, India lags behind their
expectations, as India has not yet been able to
translate its increasing resources into actual influence
in the region. Nevertheless, the authors assume that
India, due to the sheer size of the country and its
population, will sooner or later become a leading
power in Southeast Asia, behind only China and the
United States.

Russia, as number five, merely feeds off its historical
influence in the region, but has been on a downward
trend for some time. Russia's existing, albeit declining,
influence in the region is based primarily on its military
power, particularly in countries such as Vietnam and
India through its Cold War ties. Russia's war of
aggression against Ukraine, however, could even
scratch this anchor of power, as since Russia's invasion
of Ukraine in early 2022, military capacity as well as the
defense network have been declining across the
region, except for Myanmar, where the military junta
has been forced to enter into closer relations due to
isolation. However, the authors predict that even this
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involvement will not prevent Russia's inevitable decline
in the ranking.

Pakistan’s foreign minister to travel to India for
SCO meeting; most senior-level trip to New
Delhi in seven years

(tj/Im) Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari will attend the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization’s (SCO) foreign ministers meeting on May
4-5 in the western Indian coastal state of Goa, the first
senior-level visit by a Pakistani official to the
neighboring archrival in seven years. At the time of
writing, it had not been confirmed whether Zardari is
scheduled to hold bilateral talks with his Indian
counterpart S Jaishankar on the sidelines of the
multilateral gathering. [CNN] [Voice of America]

The SCO is a regional bloc jointly founded by China,
Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan in 2001 to promote mutual security,
economic cooperation and cultural relations among
member nations. India and Pakistan became full SCO
members in 2017.

The announcement of Pakistan’s participation in the
upcoming summit comes after Saudi Arabia and Iran
announced last month that they had agreed to
reestablish diplomatic ties after seven years of
hostility, in a deal that was widely seen as a major soft
power win for China. Crucially, Saudi Arabia moved
closer to joining the SCO bloc, having been granted the
status of a dialogue partner earlier this month [see AR
No. 14, April/2023, 1].

China hosts Myanmar, Bangladesh
representatives to discuss Rohingya
repatriation

(az/Im) A China-backed pilot project to repatriate
Rohingya refugees from Bangladesh back to Rakhine
State in Myanmar gained momentum this week after a
recent flurry of diplomatic engagements between the
three countries. Bangladesh'’s foreign secretary visited
Kunming, the capital of China’s southern Yunnan
province, to meet representatives from China and
Myanmar’s junta on April 18; this meeting came after a
visit to Dhaka by China’s special envoy for Asian affairs
earlier this month. [The Irrawaddy]

In March, Myanmar’s military junta announced that it
would start repatriating 1,140 Rohingya refugees from
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Bangladesh from mid-April [see AIR No. 12,
March/2023, 3]. The pilot repatriation program took off
owing to the mediation of China, which maintains close
ties with both Bangladesh and Myanmar.

China had earlier brokered an agreement with
Myanmar in November 2017 to repatriate about
700,000 Rohingya who fled persecution in Rakhine
State in August that year. And again, efforts were made
in 2019 twice to return the refugees. But these
attempts failed as the Rohingya refugees rejected the
move fearing a reemergence of the violence that
forced them to flee.

Against this backdrop, some observers have noted that
the other big regional power in South Asia, India, has
been so far largely inactive in the process of the
repatriation of the Rohingya refugees - although a
participation in the process could prove beneficial for
New Delhi. [Dhaka Tribune]

CICA officials meet in Kazakhstan to discuss
roadmap for transformation

(ns/Im) Senior representatives of the member states of
the Conference on Interaction and Confidence-building
Measures in Asia (CICA) met on April 19 in Astana, the
capital of Kazakhstan. At the top of the agenda was a
roadmap laying out the practical steps for the CICA
transformation from an intergovernmental forum to a
full-fledged international organization; that roadmap
had been drafted by Kazakhstan - the current CICA
chair - and the CICA Secretariat as was agreed upon at
the sixth summit in October last year. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs - Sri Lanka]

CICA is a 28-member strong, inter-governmental forum
that brings together nations from the doorstep of
Europe through the Middle East and across Asia to
enhance cooperation towards promoting peace,
security and stability in Asia.

Japan’s Maritime Self-Defense Force carries out
largest-ever Indo-Pacific tour

(dqgl) On April 20 Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force
(MSDF) kicked off an annual Indo-Pacific tour that is
set to be its largest to date that will run until
September 17, involve a total of 1,190 personnel, and
see visits of 17 countries and regions, up from 12 last
year.
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This includes a port call in Kiribati that is for the first
time included. The island nation switched its
diplomatic ties from Taiwan to China four years ago.

Five multilateral joint exercises with Japan’s
participation are scheduled, including with the rest of
the Quad security grouping - the U.S., India and
Australia - in addition to another with the U.S,,
Australia and South Korea.

The scaled-up deployment comes amid China'’s efforts
to establish closer military ties with island countries in
the region. [Nikkei Asia]

Meanwhile, the French Navy's frigate Prairial made a
port visit at Yokosuka in Kanagawa Prefecture
following a joint exercise with a frigate of the MSDF on
April 20 and 21. [Ministry of Defense, Japan, Twitter]

Japan joins NATO multinational cybersecurity
exercise

(dql) Japan’s Ministry of Defense and the Japan Self-
Defense Force joint in NATO's 2023 Locked Shields
exercise last week, marking the country's third
participation in the world's largest cyber defense
exercise.

Conducted in Tallinn, Estonia, from April 18-21 more
than 3,000 personnel and IT-specialists from 38
countries took part to improve skills in protecting
computer systems from real-time attacks and
simulating tactical and strategic decisions in critical
situations. [Ministry of Defense, Japan, Twitter] [NATO]
[ERR News]

Sri Lankan people obtain visas for European
countries in India with forged documents

(ns) Sri Lankan authorities have revealed a new
method used by the island nation’s residents who are
fleeing their homes for European countries: These
people travel to India, where they obtain visas to
European countries by using false documents with the
assistance of brokers. [News Wire]

Bangladesh decides to keep mission in Sudan
open; Saudi Arabia evacuates Bangladeshi
citizens
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(az/Im) While a growing list of countries have
evacuated diplomats and citizens from Sudan due to a
vicious power struggle between the regular army and a
powerful paramilitary force, Bangladesh has decided
to keep its mission operational until further notice.
[The Daily Star] [The Business Standard]

In related developments, Saudi Arabia announced on
April 22 it had evacuated several citizens of “brotherly
and friendly” nations from Sudan, including India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh and United Arab Emirates
nationals. [The Hindu]

Cambodian and Vietnamese military forces plan
joint cross-border drills

(ns) Cambodian Army Commander General Hun Manet
and Vietnam Border Guard Command Lieutenant
General Le Doc Thai convened in Phnom Penh on April
17 to finalize plans for joint cross-border exercises
aimed at enhancing security cooperation.

The drills will focus on combating transnational crimes
and disaster rescue to maintain peace and order along
the borders of both nations.

Both parties reaffirmed their commitment to existing
collaboration plans, with the International Relations
Institute of Cambodia advising non-interference in
each other's internal affairs to strengthen defense ties.
[Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia and International Finance
Corporation sign agreement on development of
new logistics complex

(ns) The Cambodian Ministry of Public Works and
Transport and the International Finance Corporation
signed a financial advisory services agreement on April
19 for the development of a logistics complex in
Sihanoukville.

The deal aims to assist the Cambodian government in
securing a qualified private developer in compliance
with its public-private partnership law.

Estimated to cost USD 200 million, the Sihanoukville
Logistics Complex will serve as a regional logistics hub.
The agreement is expected to reduce port congestion,
lower logistics costs, and expedite the movement of
goods. The tender award will likely be granted to the
winning bidder by late 2024. [Xinhua]
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Cambodian National Bank signs various MoUs
facilitating digital cross-payment options for
international operations

(ns) The National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) signed
agreements with several international banks to
improve digital payment and remittance options and
reduce cross-border payment costs.

During the 2023 Spring Meetings with the International
Monetary Fund, World Bank, and other institutions in
Washington, US, the Bank of France shared its
experiences in developing payment systems and
banking apps with the Cambodian delegation.

Additionally, the NBC Deputy Governor signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on financial
sector development with the National Bank of Rwanda
and met with the Governor of the People's Bank of
China to discuss central bank cooperation on payment
connectivity and cross-border local currency
settlement. Cambodia has also applied for
membership in the Cross-Border Interbank Payment
System.

In March 2023, Cambodia signed an MoU with the
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
International Payments Limited (NIPL) to enhance
digital connectivity and cross-border payment
experiences.

The NBC also entered into a MoU with the Solomon
Islands and Fiji to collaborate on inclusive payment
system development, and the Credit Bureaus of
Cambodia and Singapore initiated their first cross-
border plan. [Business 2 Business - Cambodia]

Cambodian foreign affairs authorities attend
the virtual 2023 CICA Committee of senior
officials

(ns) On April 19, the Cambodian Secretary of State of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Senior Official
Leader for the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-building Measures in Asia (CICA) attended
the virtual CICA Committee of Senior Officials
congregation.

Focus of the meeting was a review of the
implementation of the confidence-building measures
last year and a discussion on the direction for
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transforming the CICA into a full-fledged international
organization.

From 2022-2024, the Republic of Kazakhstan chairs
the CICA Committee meetings. [Cambodian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs § International Cooperation]

Ministry of Agriculture engages in negotiations
with French delegation to boost export and
trade

(ns) On April 19, the Cambodian Agriculture Minister
met with a French delegation and the Head of
International Relations of the Rungis International
Market.

During the discussions, the minister requested France
to provide an expert assessment of the Kingdom's
agricultural sector's development potential. The
officials also explored new opportunities for importing
goods from France to Cambodia.

The talks proposed the establishment of agricultural
cooperatives to enhance the market sector and ensure
compliance with common standards.

Simultaneously, the Cambodian General Directorate of
Agriculture held negotiations with French authorities at
the Cambodian Embassy in Paris, discussing the export
of Cambodian mangoes and French apples to expand
bilateral trade. [Phnom Penh Post]

China-EU: European Commission President
confirms cautious China course

(ms) In a speech to the EU Parliament on April 18,
Ursula von der Leyen, the European Commission
President, after her three-day state visit to China
together with French President Emmanuel Macron (see
AIiR No. 15, April/2023, 2) underlined the importance of
a new approach of the European Union (EU) in its
relations with China under the motto of "de-risking,
but not decoupling."

Von der Leyen thus seamlessly follows up on the
speech she had already given prior to the trip, where
she addressed what she saw as a imbalance in bilateral
trade relations between China and Europe due to
"unfair practices in some sectors" by China that
"hinder [European companies'] access to the Chinese
market" and their exclusion "from the market through
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discriminatory Buy China policies" (see AiR No. 14,
April/2023, 1).

At the beginning of her speech, von der Leyen finds
quite positive words about China and highlights in
particular China's achievements in fighting poverty
within its own population over the last decades, and
stresses the importance of China globally but also for
the EU both economically but also on a socio-economic
level now and in the future.

However, she also clearly points out the problems that
she sees in the development of China and besides the
economic points that were already discussed at the
beginning, she refers to China's growing military
presence, especially in the South China Sea and
around Taiwan. With regard to the latter, she confirms
the EU's commitment to the One-China-Policy, but in
the same breath clearly speaks out against a violent
takeover of the island. While she also addressed the
Taiwan issue during the visit to China, she refrained
from mentioning China's reported serious human
rights violations in the Xinjiang region, among others,
but at least mentions the importance and concern of
these in the speech.

For her new EU strategy in dealing with China, von der
Leyen highlights four key areas.

The first area is a critical examination of the EU's own
dependence on China and an assessment of the
existing tools of its own resilience. The second follows
up directly, calling for more consistent and "bold" use
of these "trade defense mechanisms." The third is the
protection of critical sectors within the EU to ensure
that "[EU] companies' capital, their expertise, their
knowledge are not used to enhance the military and
intelligence capabilities of those who are also our
systemic rivals." The fourth advocates strengthening
cooperation with partners in the area of economic
security and trade to diversify the European economy
and strengthen the resilience of supply chains.
[European Commission] [DW] [Politico]

China distances itself from statements of the
Chinese ambassador in France about ex-Soviet
states’ sovereignty

(ms) Only a few days after the Chinese ambassador in
France Lu Shaye caused a big uproar by his statements
in a French talk show, the Chinese government
dissociated itself from his remarks and assured that it
recognizes the sovereignty of the former republics of
the Soviet Union.
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The starting point was Lu's appearance on French TV
station LCl on April 21. When asked if Crimea belongs
to Ukraine Lu said "it depends how you perceive the
problem," adding that "[i]n international law, even
these ex-Soviet Union countries do not have the status,
the effective [status] in international law, because
there is no international agreement to materialize their
status as a sovereign country."

The Baltic states in particular reacted promptly via
social media, expressing great unhappiness with Lu's
statements, and Latvian Foreign Minister Edgars
Rinkévi¢s announced that, with the agreement of the
Lithuanian and Estonian governments, the Chinese
Charge d'Affaires in Latvia had been summoned to
explain the statements. [Edgars Rinkévics via Twitter in
Latvian] [Gabrielius Landsbergis via Twitter] [Margus
Tsahkna via Twitter] [LCI via Twitter in French]

The Chinese government as well as the Chinese
embassy in France clearly distanced themselves from
Lu's statements on April 24, insisting that “China
respects the status of the former Soviet republics as
sovereign countries after the Soviet Union's
dissolution.” [Chinese Embassy in France,in French]
[Chinese Foreign Ministry] [Politico]

China-Russia: Leaked files on cooperation
between Chinese and Russian Internet control
agencies

(ms) The news broadcaster Radio Free Europe claims it
has obtained various materials showing close
cooperation and exchanges between the Cyberspace
Administration of China (CAC) and the Federal Service
for Supervision of Communications, Information
Technology and Mass Media, abbreviated as
Roskomnadzor (RKN), on issues related to the control
of their respective national Internet domains.

The materials mainly cover the period between 2017
and 2019 and consist of various documents and
recordings between both control institutions. In
particular, during this period, various forms of
cooperation and exchanges are said to have taken
place. There are said to have been several requests
from the CAC to RKN, for example to block or delete
certain news articles or positions which were seen as
"of a dangerous nature and harmful to the [Chinese]
public interest".

However, according to reports, the Russian side in
particular has turned to the CAC to improve its own
national Internet control and censorship with the help
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of Chinese expertise. There have been several requests
from the RKN to send Russian officials to China to gain
experience and insight from China's Golden Shield
project, China's nationwide Internet regulatory
mechanism. It is not clear from the available
documents whether this exchange took place or what
the results were.

According to the report, during the 2019 World
Internet Conference, the CAC and the RKN signed an
agreement to take joint action against the
dissemination of "prohibited information".

Even independently of the cooperation between the
Internet authorities, the two countries are said to be
working closely in the field of information online.
Chinese state actors are said to have actively
disseminated Russian government positions and
narratives via Chinese social media platforms, and
since the start of Russia's war of aggression in Ukraine,
Chinese state media have repeatedly spread Russian
propaganda and false information about the war.
[Radio Free Europe 1] [Radio Free Europe 2] [VOA
News]

China specifies sanctions against US arms
manufacturers

(ms) The Chinese Ministry of Commerce announced on
April 18 more details about the sanctions already
imposed in mid-February against the US companies
Lockheed Martin and Raythein. In addition to the
already imposed trade and investment ban of the
companies to China, it is now also known that in
addition Chinese companies are not allowed to enter
into any kind of economic relations with them.

The trigger for the imposed sanctions against the two
US companies was the sale of weapons to Taiwan,
which the Chinese government saw as potentially
harming Chinese sovereignty, security, or development
interests, since the Chinese government claims Taiwan
as part of its own territory (see AiR No. 8,
February/2023, 3).

The now known extent of the sanctions includes a
trade ban on the two companies, which prohibits the
companies from importing products from or exporting
products to China, investing in China and Chinese
companies. Additionally the Chinese companies have
been asked to stop any form of economic relations
with the companies.
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The Chinese side also imposed fines double the
amount of the sanctions' underlying arms contracts
with Taiwan, and the Chinese government-imposed
travel bans on senior executives of the two companies,
prohibiting them from both entering and working in
China. [Defense News] [South China Morning Post]

China-Australia: First visit of Australian
business delegation since 2018

(ms) The fifth Western Australia-China Strategic
Dialogue, led by Western Australia Premier Mark
McGowan, saw the first in-person strategic dialogue
between the two countries in China since 2018, with
both sides showing interest in improving economic ties
after deterioration in recent years.

Accompanying McGowan on his visit to China was a
delegation of at least 30 business representatives from
Australia, who were able to discuss possible economic
cooperation with their Chinese counterparts during
closed-door talks. The same was true for McGowan
who discussed possible intensification of economic ties
between China and Western Australia. [South China
Morning Post 1]

The visit comes just a week after the Australian
government announced it would halt its WTO
complaint on Chinese taxes on Australian barley for
three to four months as the two countries agreed on a
deal to resolve strained bilateral relations (see AiR No.
16, April/2023, 3).

Meanwhile, Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong
underlined the interest in ending the dispute with
Australia's largest trading partner. At the same time,
however, she pointed out the limits of relations
between the two countries, saying the Australian
government "was looking to stabilize its relationship
with China," adding that, however, certain
disagreements will remain between the two countries.

All'in all, the Albanese government, compared to the
previous government under Morrison, appears to be
interested in improving the relationship and they could
build on that. [Nikkei Asia]

The rapprochements between Australia and China are
also showing the first effects, with Chinese imports of
coal from Australia multiplying from February to
March. While in February China imported 73,000 tons
of coking coal and 135,000 tons of thermal coal worth
a combined USD 40 million, in March the figure rose to
285,000 tons of coking coal and almost 2 million tons
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of thermal coal worth nearly USD 350 million. [South
China Morning Post 2]

China pledges support for green economic
transformation in Gabon

(ms) From April 18 to 21, Gabonese President Al
Bongo Ondimba visited China on a state visit and met
with China's President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang.

Both leaders agreed during the meeting to raise the
bilateral relationship to the level of comprehensive
strategic cooperative partnership, the highest level of
bilateral relations for China. At the same time, Xi
pledged China's support for Gabon's efforts toward a
greener and more diverse economy.

China is Gabon's largest economic partner with a
bilateral trade volume of USD 4.6 billion in 2022, which
largely consist of exports from Gabon to China, the
main product being crude petroleum followed by
manganese ore, which alone accounts for 83 percent
of Gabon's exports worldwide. [The Observatory of
Economic Complexity]

The Gabonese government wants to become less
dependent on these resources and in this process
wants to diversify the economy. In this context, China
announced its intention to support Gabon in the
development of green infrastructure and to open the
Chinese market to more products from Gabon within
the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative and the
associated South-South Cooperation.

In the joint statement released at the end of the state
visit, the two leaders outlined plans to intensify
cooperation in the fields of infrastructure construction,
agriculture, energy, mining, tourism and climate
change. In addition, both countries emphasized
consensus in the pursuit of true multilateralism and
advocating humanity's common values of peace.
[CGTN] [Chinese Foreign Ministry 1] [Chinese Foreign
Ministry 2] [Global Times] [South China Morning Post]

China-US: Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen on
conditions to improve economic relations with
Beijing

(ms) U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said on April
20 during a speech that the U.S. government seeks a
"constructive and fair" economic relationship with
China, taking a conciliatory stance in the face of
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strained relations between the two countries, but
reserving the right for the U.S. and itself to continue to
use trade restrictions against China.

In line with this statement, Yellen presented via Twitter
the three main objectives of the economic approach of
the U.S. towards China, including the national security
of the U.S. and its partners, along with the protection
of human rights.

Once these are secured, Yellen seeks a "healthy
economic relationship" with China, which presupposes
a China that abides by international rules. She also
stressed the importance of cooperation between the
world's two largest economies in combating global
challenges such as climate change and "debt distress."
[anet Yellen via Twitter] [South China Morning Post]

In her speech, Yellen emphasized the importance of
cooperation on debt distress and accused China of
acting as a "roadblock" in combating it. The criticism
comes after a John Hopkins University report was
released in early April that showed China had
disproportionately suspended debt as part of a G-20
initiative to help low-income countries during the
pandemic. The report, meanwhile, took the U.S. up on
its responsibility to do more on this issue (see AiR No.
15, April/2023, 2). [VOA News]

China-Kazakhstan: Extended visa-free regime
underway

(ms) The 21st Round of Consular Consultation between
China and Kazakhstan was held on April 21, during
which both sides agreed on negotiating the signing of a
China-Kazakhstan agreement on mutual visa
exemption as soon as possible, reflecting growing ties
between the two countries. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China]

The meeting came after Kazakhstan ended the public
discussion phase on the extension of the visa-free
regime between the two countries and it is expected
that the introduction will take place in the coming
weeks to months and that China will follow suit.

The new regulations would allow citizens of the two
countries to spend 30 days at a time, and 90 days in
180 calendar days, in each other's countries without a
visa. In July 2022, Kazakhstan introduced a 14-day visa-
free regime for Chinese, Indian and Iranian citizens,
which together with Uzbekistan was extended to 30
days earlier this year. The countries involved hope that
the relaxation of the visa regime will increase tourism,
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but more importantly, it will facilitate economic
cooperation and investment in the border regions.
[Kursiv Media] [The Astana Times]

Entrepreneurs and local residents in the border region
between Kyrgyzstan and China are now calling for
similar adjustments; up to now, both countries require
citizens to apply for a visa when planning to cross the
border. [Adina Masalbekova via Twitter] [Kaktus Media]

In an earlier move last month, Ma Xingrui, Communist
Party chief of Xinjiang, that borders the Central Asian
country, visited Kazakhstan to meet with Kazakh
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and to agree with
him on pushing for cooperation in areas such as
industry, transport, logistics, agriculture and tourism
(see AiR No. 14, April/2023, 10).

India will have 2.9 million more citizens than
China by the middle of the year

(ms) Whether already or when exactly India will
overtake China as the world's most populous country
is not yet exactly clear, but that it will happen by the
middle of the year if development remains constant is
certain, at least according to the State of World
Population Report 2023 of the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), which states that India will
have 1.4286 billion people by the middle of the year,
about 2.9 million more inhabitants than China.
[UNFPA] [WIO News]

Taiwanese publisher arrested during visit to China

(ms) The Editor-in-Chief of Taiwan's Gusa Publishing, Li
Yanhe was arrested during his visit to Shanghai in
March.

Li was born in mainland China, but left it for Taiwan in
2009. Gusa Publishing is known for publishing books
critical of the Chinese government. These books may
have been the reason for the arrest, but so far the
Chinese security authorities have not commented on
the reasons for the detention. Li's family reports that
they have little or no opportunity to contact Li or
inquire about his well-being.

The Taiwan Foreign Correspondents Club (TFCC) and
other prominent Taiwanese intellectuals have called
for Li's immediate release. [New Bloom] [Taiwan
Foreign Correspondents Club via Twitter] [William Yang
via Twitter]
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India hosts two Buddhist conferences, including
one in contested territory with China

(mk/Im) This month saw India using its strong ties with
Buddhism to reaffirm and assert its sovereign rights
over Arunachal Pradesh, a state in the country’s
northeast that is claimed in full by China.

On April 17, New Delhi hosted a major Buddhist
conference at Zemithang, the last administrative
division of India on the border with the Tibet
Autonomous Region of China, which holds enormous
significance in India’s relationship with Tibetians: Here,
the 14th Dalai Lama made his first stop on entering
India in 1959 after escaping Chinese repression in
Tibet.

Notably, that conference was followed by another
global Buddhist event, the Global Buddhist Summit, in
New Delhi on April 20-21. [The Hindu] [The Diplomat]

Indian Defence Minister wants disengagement,
de-escalation over Ladakh stand-off with China

(mk) Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has
remarked on the ongoing talks between India and
China on the peaceful resolution of border tensions in
the region of Eastern Ladakh, saying that
“disengagement and de-escalation” were the best way
forward. [The Hindu]

Addressing the Army Commanders Conference which
began on April 17, Singh lauded the government's
approach to ensure availability of weapons, equipment
and clothing for the troops that weathered extreme
odds to defend the territorial integrity of India.

India and China are expected to hold the 18th round of
Corps Commander-level talks very soon to take
forward the dialogue.

India, United Kingdom military official discuss
agreement for training, cooperation on electric
propulsion

(mk) Admiral Tony Radakin, Chief of the Defence Staff
of the United Kingdom, on his three-day visit to India,
spoke about Londons's desire to help New Delhi
develop maritime electric-propulsion technology for its
warships. Both the sides have held two rounds of talks
on taking forward this development.
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He also pointed toward a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on military training currently
under discussion between both nations. He spoke of
the UK-India defense cooperation particularly in terms
of India’s recent efforts at prioritizing indigenous
defense capabilities, and how the UK could contribute
to it. [The Hindu] [GOV.UK]

Indian business delegation visits Russia; arms
sales stall on fears over US sanctions

(mk/Im) A 50-member Indian business delegation
started a four-day visit to Russia on April 24 as both
countries seek to deepen bilateral economic ties that
have flourished since Moscow's invasion of Ukraine in
February last year. [Voice of America]

The Indian delegation'’s trip to Russia comes after
senior ministers from the two countries confirmed that
both sides are in talks for a free trade deal. At the time,
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Denis Manturov, who is
also the trade minister, was visiting New Delhi to co-
chair an intergovernmental commission on trade,
culture, science and technology together with Indian
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar. [AiR No. 16,
April/2023, 3]

Russia and India have continued to maintain relations
despite international outcry at Russia’s war in Ukraine.
The historic and contemporary importance of their
relations were put forth by Jaishankar in his remarks at
the India-Russia Business Dialogue, where he said that
the India-Russia partnership is a “subject of attention
and comment, not because it has changed, but
because it has not.”

At the same time, however, Russian deliveries of
military supplies to India have ground to a halt as the
two countries struggle to find a payment mechanism
that doesn't violate United States sanctions, Bloomberg
reported on April 21, citing Indian officials with
knowledge of the matter. Indian payments for
weapons amounting to more than USD 2 billion have
been stuck for about a year, and Moscow has stopped
supplying two S-400 air defense missile systems that
have yet to be delivered, according to the officials.
[Bloomberg]

Indonesia, Saudi Arabia to strengthen economic
relations
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(fb/Im) Indonesian Trade Minister Zulkifli Hasan met
with his Saudi Arabian counterpart Majid bin Abdullah
Al-Qasabi in the Kingdom’s commercial center Jeddah
last week, with both officials reiterating their
commitment to bolstering the productivity of bilateral
trade and addressing trade issues between their
countries. [Antara]

Saudi Arabia is Indonesia’s largest trading partner in
the Middle East region, supplying as much as 48
percent of the Southeast Asian nation'’s total imports of
crude oil in 2019. Furthermore, Riyadh, through the
Saudi Fund for Development, has also funded 12
development projects and programs in Indonesia
worth more than USD 400 million, in a number of
sectors including transportation, communications,
agriculture, infrastructure, shipping, health, and
education.

Indonesia, for its part, has been pushing for a trade
pact with the Gulf Cooperation Council, a Saudi Arabia-
led union also comprising Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), for several
years already. Furthermore, Indonesia also helped to
sponsor the international conference on intellectual
property rights that will be held in Riyadh in 2024.

Indonesia as a strategic partner for the EU in
the field of the green industry

(fb) Arsjad Rasjid, the chair of the Indonesian Chamber
of Commerce and economy asked attendees of the
Indonesia-Germany Business Summit, which was
hosted as part of the 2023 Hannover Messe, to make
investments in Indonesia's green economy.

The goal of the summit is to improve international
trade and investment ties, particularly between
Indonesia and Germany in the field of environmental
technology.

By 2025, Indonesia plans to have at least 23% of its
energy production come from clean, renewable
sources and coal power plants are planned to shut
down until 2050. Therefore, the country offers
numerous opportunities for foreign investors to invest
in the country's future technologies. [Antara]

Japan-US: Talks on Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework
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(dgl) On April 19, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa
Hayashi and trade minister Yasutoshi Nishimura held
separate meetings with US Trade Representative
Katherine Tai in Tokyo to discuss the Washington-led
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF).

Both sides agreed to further advance talks of the IPEF,
with a focus on four policy pillars, including fair trade,
supply chain resilience, clean energy with
decarbonization and infrastructure. The parties also
agreed that the negotiation should aim at establishing
high trade standards amid concerns over China's
growing clout. [Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry, Japan] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

[Kyodo News]

Speaking at a press conference a day later, Tai
expressed optimism that the talks would yield results
within the year. [Reuters]

Launched by US President Joe Biden in May 2022
during his visit to Japan, the IPEF is widely seen as the
US's effort to re-engage in the fast-growing region after
its withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific Partnership free
trade deal in 2017. The Biden administration hopes to
sign a deal this year.

Current IPEF members include Australia, Brunei, Fiji,
India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, the
Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Thailand, the US
and Vietnam, with Canada also seeking to join the
framework.

US military unlikely to deploy Tomahawk
cruise-missiles to Japan

(dqgl) The U.S. Marines will reportedly set up a new
artillery battalion to oversee launching land-based
Tomahawk cruise missiles within the 11th Marine
Regiment based in California by 2030.

The move signals that it will be unlikely that
Washington has decided against the deployment of
such long-range missiles to Japan. [Kyodo News]

This comes on the heels of Tokyo's decision to acquire
"counterstrike capabilities" and its plans to purchase
from the US 400 Tomahawks with a strike range of
about 1,600, designed to be launched from ships and
submarines (see AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4).

In January, Japan and the US announced the
establishment of a new Marine Littoral Regiment by
2025 in Okinawa Prefecture, Japan’s southernmost and
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westernmost prefecture, where the bulk of U.S. forces
are stationed in Japan, accounting for 70 percent of the
total acreage exclusively used by U.S. military facilities
in the country (see AiR No. 3, January/2023, 30).

Japan-US: Large general trading company buys
US gas asset

(dgl) In move that signals efforts of Japanese trading
companies to secure Japan’s energy transition with gas,
Japan's Mitsui & Co Ltd., one of the country’s one of the
largest general trading companies, has acquired 92
percent stake in an unconventional gas asset in the US,
in line with its plans to promote its gas business.

The company revealed the purchase of the stake from
the operator of the asset, Silver Hill Eagle Ford E&P, a
private oil and gas company headquartered in Dallas,
adding that it seeks production of over 200 million
cubic feet of gas per day from the field that has access
to the U.S. Gulf Coast with liquefied natural gas (LNG).

The deal comes after the G7 climate and energy
ministers had agreed to speed up renewable energy
development and the phase-out of fossil fuels (see AR
No. 16, April/2023, 3).

Whereas Germany and some other G7 members have
declared renewable energy development a priority and
do not welcome new gas investments, energy-poor
Japan wants to stick to LNG as a transition fuel for at
least 10 to 15 years. [Reuters]

Japan-China: Tokyo lodges protest against
Beijing's satellite launch

(dgl) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayash
confirmed in a Lower House Foreign Affairs Committee
meeting on April 20 that Japan has lodged a protest
with China for failing to provide sufficient information
ahead of the announced launch of a rocket carrying a
weather satellite on April 16, arguing that the move
could have threatened the safety of vessels in Japanese
waters.

He added that China has been called on to prevent a
recurrence. [NHK]

Japan-France: Bilateral cooperation in Indo-
Pacific to be promoted
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(dqgl) On April 18, Japan's Foreign Minister Yoshimasa
Hayashi held a meeting with his French counterpart
Catherine Colonna in Tokyo.

The two ministers agreed to strengthen security
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region and reaffirmed
the importance of stability across the Taiwan Strait.
They also agreed on maintaining a united response to
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine among the G7 and
close coordination in addressing issues related to
China. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [The Japan
Times]

Japan’s foreign minister holds phone talks with
UAE, Saudi Arabia counterparts

(dqgl) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi
held separate telephone talks with Saudi Arabian
Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al-Saud and
United Arab Emirates Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah
bin Zayed Al Nahyan on April 24.

In both conversations, Hayashi requested support
from Riyadh and Abu Dhabi in ensuring the safety of
Japanese citizens in Sudan where violence continues in
the conflict between the Sudanese army and the rebel
Rapid Support Forces with heavy bombing and gun
fights breaking out in Khartoum.

Japan began to evacuate its citizens the same day.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1] [The Japan TImes]

Laos-South Korea: Expansion of tourism
cooperation discussed

(dgl) Officials from the ministry of tourism of Laos met
with South Korean counterparts in Luang Prabang
province to discuss ways to expand tourism between
the two countries.

The meeting comes at a time when South Korean
tourists return to Laos following the lifting of Covid-
related restrictions on travel. The first two months this
year saw more than 34,000 South Korean visitors. [The
Star]

Malaysia slams 'unjust' EU deforestation law for
blocking palm oil
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(Idm/Im) Malaysia has expressed its disappointment
over a new European Union law banning imports of
commodities linked to deforestation, fearing a hit to its
exports of palm oil to the bloc.

On April 19, the European Parliament approved a
landmark law, the so-called European Union
Deforestation-Free Products Regulation (EUDR), that
will require EU-based companies to ensure that their
imports and exports are “deforestation-free” and
uphold human rights. The law will apply to soy, beef,
palm oil, wood, cocoa, coffee, rubber, charcoal, and
derived products including leather, chocolate and
furniture.

Speaking against this backdrop, Malaysia’s Plantation
and Commodities Minister and Deputy Prime Minister,
Fadillah Yusof, called the EUDR a “deliberate effort” to
increase costs and barriers for the Southeast Asian
nation’s palm oil sector - a key source of export
revenue for the country. He said the regulation will
negatively impact over 450,000 smallholders who
cannot meet compliance costs.

In light of this, Malaysia is working with Indonesia to
consider an appropriate response to the law, according
to Yusof. [Bangkok Post] [Free Malaysia Today]
[Reuters]

Malaysia among countries voicing concerns
about arrest of Tunisia opposition leader

(Im) Malaysia was among several countries
condemning the arrest of political opponents in
Tunisia, including the main opposition leader Rached
Ghannouchi, calling on Tunisian authorities that
“special consideration and mercy” be accorded.
[Anadolu Agency] [Al Jazeera]

Since early February, authorities in the North African
country have arrested more than 20 political critics and
personalities who have accused President Kais Saied of
a coup for his moves to close parliamentin July 2021
and rule by decree before rewriting the constitution.
Ghannouchi, a former Speaker of Parliament, was sent
to prison on April 20 after an investigation that lasted
eight hours. He is accused of plotting against internal
state security.

Mongolia holds Political Consultative Meetings
with Croatia and Mexico
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(dqgl) Last week saw Mongolia holding Political
Consultative Meetings with Croatia and Mexico.

On April 20, the foreign ministries of Mongolia and
Mexico held their First Political Consultative Meeting
online.

During the meeting, both parties reaffirmed their
commitment to developing bilateral cooperation in all
spheres of mutual interest and expanding trade,
investment, tourism, education, culture, and sports.
They also agreed to increase people-to-people
exchange and confirmed to be ready to organize the
first meeting between the two countries’ parliamentary
friendship groups. [Montsame 1]

On April 17, the Political Consultative Meeting between
the foreign ministries of Mongolia and Croatia took
place in Zagreb.

The two sides exchanged views on the current state of
bilateral relations and cooperation and discussed
other cooperation opportunities in politics, economy,
education, culture, transportation, and environment.
During the meeting Mongolia was handed over
Croatia's draft memorandum of understanding (MoU)
that seeks cooperation in the forest sector.

Furthermore, an MoU on cooperation in the
educational sector was signed on the sidelines of a
meeting between Mongolian State Secretary of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mongolia N. Ankhbayar
and Croatian Minister of Science and Education of
Croatia Radovan Fuchs that followed the Political
Consultative Meeting and that addressed cooperation
in the science and education sectors. [Montsame 2]

Mongolia-US: Expansion of cooperation
discussed

(dql) On April 19, Mongolian Prime Minister of
Mongolia Oyuun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai met with US
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs,
Ambassador Victoria Nuland.

During the meeting, Luvsannamrai highlighted the
importance of the relations with the United States, an
important third neighbor. The Prime Minister, further,
reaffirmed his country’s interest in cooperation in the
field of increased investment, creative cultural
production and e-transition.

Nuland, for her part, reaffirmed the importance for the
US of being an important third neighbor to Mongolia,
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adding that it was important to expand and strengthen
cooperation in trade, economy, investment and the
fight against corruption, and other areas. [Aki Press]

“Third neighbor” refers to Mongolia’s third neighbor
policy, which Mongolia pursues when establishing
strong relations with countries other than Russia and

China, the two powers between which Mongolia is
landlocked and which are the foreign policy priority.
Besides the US, other third neighbors include Australia,
Canada, Germany, Japan, India, South Korea and
Turkey. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mongolia]

For a recent discussion on Mongolia being “squeezed
between China and Russia” amid increasingly close
Sino-Russian ties and the resulting concerns in
Ulaanbaatar in the face of “a new cold war setting the
west against the Beijing-Moscow axis”, see [The
Conversation].

Ex-United Nations Secretary-General Ban
makes surprise visit to Myanmar

(Im) Former United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon made a surprise visit to Myanmar for talks with
the leader of the military government Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, and other top officials, on April 25.
The trip was made on behalf of The Elders, a group of
elder statesmen that engages in peacemaking and
human rights initiatives around the world.

According to a statement released by the group on
April 25, Ban in his talks urged Myanmar's ruling
military to take the initiative in finding a way out of the
country's civil war, including releasing political
detainees. He also stressed the need to implement a
peace plan by the 10-member Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and a United Nations resolution
to stop the violence between the military and the pro-
democracy resistance forces.

Ban, a former South Korean foreign minister, was
reported to have also met with former President Thein
Sein. He did not, however, meet with Aung San Suu Kyi,
who has been imprisoned since her elected
government was ousted by the army in February 2021.
[Associated Press] [Reuters]

Myanmar: NUG Foreign Affairs Minister Lian
Hmung Sakhong calls for solidarity in Yale class
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(Im) The foreign affairs minister of Myanmar's shadow
government, the National Unity Government (NUG),
joined a course at Yale University through video
channel on April 19 to talk to participants about
various topics including federalism, repression against
ethnic minorities, peacebuilding and resistance efforts
in the Southeast Asian country. [Yale News]

North Korea-sponsored hacking group targets
more than 60 South Korean organizations

(dgl) According to findings of a latest joint investigation
of South Korean government agencies, recently
presented by the National Police Agency (NPA), North
Korea's state-sponsored hacking group, the Lazarus
Group, hacked into 61 public and private organizations
and 207 computers, exploiting flaws in cybersecurity
software for financial services and online banking
installed on more than 10 million computers in South
Korea. Among the targeted entities were eight South
Korean media outlets, biomedical and defense
companies.

At the presentation the NPA also stated that it was
successful in foiling the group'’s potential bid to initiate
hacking attacks on a massive scale.

Controlled by North Korea’s principal intelligence
agency, the Reconnaissance General Bureau, and
sanctioned by the US and South Korea, the Lazarus
Group is believed to be responsible for a number of
cyber activities in the past years, including the 2017
WannaCry 2.0 ransomware attack on which affected
300,000 computers running the Microsoft Windows
operating system in more than 150 countries, leading
to billions of dollars of damage; the 2016 Bangladesh
bank heist; and the 2014 cyberattack on Sony Pictures
Entertainment. The group also has been accused of
high-profile cryptocurrency thefts, including the $625
million Ronin bridge heist in March 2022 and the $275
million hack from KuCoin in 2020. [The Korea Herald]

Pakistan to send chief envoy back to
Afghanistan

(tj/Im) Pakistan has decided to send its ambassador
back to neighboring Afghanistan, more than four
months after he was pulled out following a failed
assassination attempt by an operative of the Islamic
State’s regional affiliate ISIS-K. [Voice of Americal
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Pakistan's top diplomat in Kabul was walking across
the lawn inside the embassy compound at the time of
the attack on December 9. He was unharmed but one
of his Pakistani guards was wounded. [AIR No. 50,
December/2022, 2]

The decision to send the chief envoy back resulted
from a phone conversation between Pakistani Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and his Afghan
counterpart Amir Khan Muttaqgi on April 22. A range of
bilateral political, economic, trade and transit issues
were discussed. Both sides also agreed to improve
diplomatic relations.

Philippine President Marcos Jr. to visit United
States on May 1

(fb) Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. will
meet his United States counterpart Joe Biden in
Washington on May 1 to discuss economic
cooperation, clear energy transition investment, and
efforts to uphold international law and promote a free
and open and the Indo-Pacific region.

Next month's bilateral talks will be the latest in a series
of high-level meetings the Philippines has conducted
with leaders of the United States and China.
[Bloomberg] [The Strait Times]

China, Philippines foreign ministers meet in
Manila

(fb/Im) China's Foreign Minister Qin Gang launched an
urgent intervention against the Philippines’ growing
military alliance with the United States during a three-
day visit to Manila, his first trip to the Southeast Asian
nation. Qin urged his counterpart Enrique Manalo to
“continue our traditional friendship... keep our
promises to each other...and inject greater positive
energy for the peace and stability of this region and
even the whole world.”

Manalo, however, told Qin that "work remains to be
done." A central point of discussion has been
Philippine fishing rights, as there have been increasing
disputes in the past with Beijing, which claims the
South China Sea virtually in its entirety. In light of this,
the two top diplomats have reportedly agreed to
establish additional lines of communications to
immediately resolve conflicts over the West Philippine
Sea. [Bloomberg]
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Beijing's efforts to sway Manila coincided with the
largest US-Philippines military exercises in decades.
Notably, this is the first time the annual US-Philippine
exercise, Balikatan, includes maneuvers in the
strategically located islands off northern Luzon. On
April 21-22, the two militaries staged similar air assault
drills on the neighboring islands of Fuga and Calayan.

The drills followed hot on the heels of Philippines
President Marcos Jr.'s decision to grant the US access
to four strategically located sites in the northern
Philippines, on top of five military locations under the
2014 Enhanced Defence Cooperation Agreement [see
AIR No. 6, February/2023, 1]. That development was
sharply criticized by China, which said Washington was
trying to “encircle and contain” Beijing and is “driving a
wedge” between the two Asian nations.

More recently, top diplomats and defense officials
from the US and the Philippines met in Washington,
where they expressed “strong objections” to Beijing's
sea claims, and agreed to finalize plans for joint patrols
in the disputed waters [see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]. A
week later, they also agreed to complete a roadmap on
US security assistance to Manila in the next five to ten
years [see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3].A week later,

Against this backdrop of a deepening military alliance,
China’s ties with the Southeast Asian nation were
challenged by remarks made by Beijing's envoy to the
Philippines, who accused Manila of “stoking the fire” of
tension over Taiwan. [La Prensa Latina] [Financial
Times] [Voice of Americal]

In a statement on April 21, Philippine Defense
Secretary Carlito Galvez said the US pledged USD 100
million in assistance for the acquisition of medium-lift
helicopters for disaster response and non-combat
operations. The US also increased funding to USD 100
million for developing sites that are used under the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement, bringing
the US commitment to 11 billion pesos, he said. [GMA
News]

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee outlines three
geopolitical challenges city state faces

(sfa) Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loongin a
speech to Parliament on April 19 outlined three major
geopolitical challenges that make the current global
situation graver than what the city state has faced in a
long time. Notably, the Singaporean leader called the
tensions between China and Taiwan “the most
dangerous flashpoint”, followed by Russia’s war in
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Ukraine, and a comprehensive transition of the global
trading system.

With such events happening outside Singapore, Prime
Minister Lee cautioned that they will affect
Singaporeans one way or the other which may impact
the cost of living in the country. He therefore urged his
nation to remain united and objective as it looks to be
strategic in dealing with related issues. This includes
being consistent in its principles as it continues to stay
open and connected to the world.

In addition, he also recognised Singapore's strong
brand in the international scene which stems from the
quality of its leadership. With the coming fourth-
generation (4G) leadership team of Singapore's ruling
People’s Action Party (PRP), he encouraged
Singaporeans to continue their support, but also
advised them to elect the right leaders to ensure the
continuity of the country’s success. [The Straits Times
1] [The Straits Times 2] [The Straits Times 3]

Singapore, Brazil sign agreement to boost
capacity-building initiatives

(sfa) Singapore and Brazil have signed an agreement to
boost their cooperation in capacity-building initiatives.
This includes Singapore supporting Brazil in its bid to
host the COP30 international climate summit in 2025.
The meeting also concluded negotiations of a plan for
highly pathogenic avian influenza controls in Brazil.

Other discussions during the meeting were on trade
and investment such as the signing of the Mercosur-
Singapore Free Trade Agreement which will happen
later in 2023. [The Straits Times 1] [The Straits Times 2]

South Korea-UN: Foreign minister meets UN
Under-Secretary-General for Political and
Peacebuilding Affairs

(dgl) On April 18, South Korean Foreign Minister Park
Jin met with United Nations Under-Secretary-General
for Political and Peacebuilding Affairs Rosemary
DiCarlo. The meeting was part of DiCarlo’s visit to
South Korea to discuss Korean Peninsula issues,
among others.

During the meeting, Park highlighted the importance
of a firm and united response of the international
community to North Korea's nuclear threats and called
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on the UN Secretariat to play an active role in bringing
Pyongyang back to denuclearization negotiations.

DiCarlo, for her part, reaffirmed UN's resolute support,
saying that UN Secretary-General Guterres has
continuously expressed support for the Korean
government’s efforts to achieve sustainable peace on
the Korean Peninsula. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
South Korea]

South Korea-Russia: President Yoon signals
possibility of supplying Ukraine with weapons

(dql) In a potential shift of South Korea’s policy towards
its support for Ukraine, that has been so far limited to
humanitarian or financial assistance, the presidential
office declared on April 20 that any decision on
whether to also provide lethal aid to Ukraine in its war
with Russia will depend on Moscow.

In an interview with Reuters last week, South Korean
President Yoon Suk-yeol argued that his country’'s
humanitarian and economic aid might be extended if
Ukraine would face a large-scale civilian attack.
[Reuters]

Yoon's remarks came shortly before he is scheduled to
meet US President Joe Biden in Washington this week.

In response, the Kremlin warned South Korea of
becoming involved in the conflict by supplying military
aid to Ukraine. [Yonhap News Agenda]

Further, Deputy head of the Russian Security Council
and former Russian President Dmitry Medvedev has
suggested that Russia could provide North Korea with
arms in the event of a similar move taken by South
Korea with regards to Ukraine. [Anadolu Agency]

South Korea-Japan: Tokyo put back on Seoul’s
export 'white list'

(dqgl) South Korea's Ministry of Trade, Industry and
Energy announced on April 24 Japan has been put back
on its "white list" of trusted trading partners.

The move comes three years after the removal, which
came in response to Japan's decision to remove South
Korea from its list in 2019. Tokyo's move was widely
seen as a retaliation against the rulings of the South
Korean Supreme Court a year earlier under which two
Japanese companies were ordered to pay
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compensation to South Korean forced labor victims
during Japan's 1910-45 colonial rule of the Korean
Peninsula.

Seoul's move is seen as an effort to improve economic
ties and diplomatic relations with Japan. It comes after
Japan last month lifted restrictions on exports to Seoul
of fluorinated polyimide, photoresist and hydrogen
fluoride, three materials crucial for the production of
semiconductors and displays. The curbs had been in
place since 2019. [The Korea Herald]

Meanwhile, South Korea's Ministry of Oceans and
Fisheries announced on April 20 that the South Korean
government - assisted by the South Korean Coastguard
- will conduct special screenings of the points of origin
of imported seafood items for two months, starting
from May 1 to June 30.

The move is aimed at ensuring that retailers are
accurately labeling the source of the imported seafood
items and comes in response to growing public anger
over Japan's plan to release treated radioactive
wastewater from Japan's Fukushima nuclear power
plant.

Failure to mark country of origin can be punished with
fines up to 10 million won (USD 7,600), forging the
mark with up to seven years in prison or fines up to
100 million won. [Korea Times]

South Korea-Peru: 7th Meeting of the High-level
Policy Consultations held

(dqgl) On April 18, South Korea and Peru held the 7th
Meeting of the High-level Policy Consultations during
which both sides reached agreement on strengthening
the bilateral Comprehensive Strategic Partnership that
was signed in 2012 through an expansion of
cooperation in multiple areas, including infrastructure,
defense industry, and science and technology.

The meeting also saw the signing of the Agreement for
Air Services between and beyond their Respective
Territories. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]

Sri Lanka receives loan repayment extension
approval from Bangladesh

(ns) Sri Lanka got approval from Bangladesh to extend
its loan repayment period by six additional months.
Initially, the Sri Lankan Central Bank aimed to make its
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first installment of USD 200 million by March, but since
the debt restructuring wasn't complete by the agreed
time, it missed the scheduled deadline. Sri Lanka
should now make its first credit payment by August
and its second by September. [News Wire]

The decision was announced following the meeting
between the two countries’ central bank governors
during the 2023 Spring Meetings with international
lenders. The Bangladesh official noted that the
extension adds more interest to the credit value.

On April 14, business media estimated the total Sri
Lankan debt to its bilateral creditors at USD 7.1 billion.
The Island State has to pay USD 3 billion to China, USD
2.4 to the Paris Club creditors, and USD 1.6 to India.

Sri Lankan State Minister of Defense receives
courtesy calls from the Maldivian High
Commissioner

(ns) On April 12, the High Commissioner of the
Maldives visited the Sri Lankan defense ministry to
meet its state minister. The high-ranking officials
acknowledged positive relations between their
countries and discussed matters of bilateral
importance. [Ministry of Defence - Sri Lanka]

Sri Lanka repatriates 23 nationals from
Vietnam after fleeing attempts

(ns) Sri Lanka's Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre
(MRCC) deported 23 refugees from Vietnam back to
the island nation on April 19. Sri Lankan, Singapore,
and Vietnamese MRCCs cooperated to rescue a group
of 300 illegal immigrants from the boat found in
distress by the Navy Headquarters. In coordination,
departments saved and returned to their home state
151 Sri Lankans since their marine vessel was found in
the Vietnam seas. The residents of the Island Kingdom
were trying to resettle in Canada.

First, they fled to Myanmar, - from where they moved
to Vietnam to take a boat through the Pacific Ocean.
Navy Headquarters detected and rescued the boat
with asylum seekers on November 7, 2022, and the
group remained in Vietnam for several months. The Sri
Lankan Department of Immigration and Emigration will
carry out legal proceedings in the case. Due to ongoing
political and economic crises, Sri Lankan people made
reoccurring attempts to leave their homes behind in
search of a better future. Indeed, refuge seekers that
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returned from Vietnam made an attempt to call on the
UN High Commissioner to resettle in a third country
instead of deportation. [News First], [AR No. 47,
November/2022, 4]

Sri Lanka, United Kingdom hold secretary-level
strategic dialogue in London

(ns) Sri Lanka's Foreign Ministry Secretary Aruni
Wijewardane traveled to the United Kingdom last week
for the inaugural meeting of the secretary-level
Strategic Dialogue with her British counterpart Anne
Marie Trevelyan. During her visit to London,
Wijewardane also met with the Assistant Secretary-
General of the Commonwealth, Luis G. Franceschi, and
members of the All-Party Parliamentary Group.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Sri Lankal]

British Ceylon was the British Crown colony of present-
day Sri Lanka between 1796 and 1948, the year of the
country’'s formal independence. The South Asian
nation joined the Commonwealth, a political
association of 56 member states, the vast majority of
which are former territories of the British Empire, in
the same year.

Sri Lanka repatriates workers from Kuwait

(ns) On April 24, the Sri Lankan Bureau of Foreign
Employment and the country’s embassy in Kuwait
organized the return of a group of domestic workers
from Kuwait. The group of Sri Lankan home employees
worked aboard using temporary passports and
reported harassment, declining health, and staying
unpaid. [Colombo Page]

Taiwan-US security cooperation: Four sets of
NASAMS reportedly to be sold to Taipei

(dqgl) The U.S. plans to sell Norwegian Advanced
Surface-to-Air Missile Systems (NASAMS) to Taiwan,
according to a high-level government official cited by
Taiwanese newspaper Liberty Times.

The system can also make use of the Link 16 military
data link to integrate with existing U.S. and Taiwan air-
defense missile systems such as America's short-range
Avenger Air Defense System (AN/TWQ-1) and Taiwan's
Sky Sword Il medium-range, hypersonic, radar-guided
air-to-air missile
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The official expressed optimism that the system will be
delivered next year. [Liberty Times, in Chinese] [Taiwan
News]

Meanwhile, a U.S. congressional war game simulating a
Chinese invasion of Taiwan has revealed that Taiwan
needs to be armed “to the teeth,” according to the
House of Representatives' Select Committee on the
Chinese Communist Party which conducted the war
game. The Committee added that it would be
impossible for the US to resupply of the island after a
conflict has broken out. [Reuters]

Furthermore, on April 20 four members of the US
Congress have introduced the "Taiwan Cybersecurity
Resiliency Act," a bill that seeks to enable the Pentagon
to cooperate with Taiwan in fortifying its cybersecurity
against China, including conducting cybersecurity
training exercises with Taiwan, and defending Taiwan's
military networks and infrastructure. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan-US economic relations: Virginia-Taiwan
Trade Office to be established

(dqgl) Glenn Youngkin, Governor of the U.S. State of
Virginia, announced on April 24 his approval of the
upcoming opening of a Virginia-Taiwan Trade Office, a
latest sign of growing economic and trade relations
between Taiwan and the US.

Youngkin made the announcement at a meeting with
President Tsai Ing-wen that was part of his visit to
Taiwan. Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan-China: Leaked map reveals flight route
of Chinese supersonic drones over Taiwan

(dql) A leaked map, which is among the classified
documents leaked by 21-year-old Air National
guardsman Jack Teixeira onto a Discord server, shows
"notional” flight path of on the WZ-8, China's
supersonic, high-altitude unmanned aerial vehicle
(UAV), over Taiwan, along with further specifications of
the drone, its base, and airfields where it could land.

The flight path over Taiwan would see the drone - once
over the strait and to the northwest of Taiwan and
released by the mother ship, flying Yilan County, the
heart of Taiwan, before turning west and exiting
Taiwan's airspace near Tainan City.
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The drone then flies to the south of Penghu County
and lands at one of three air bases in China's southern
Fujian Province. [Taiwan News]

The remarks come as the US is working on clearing a
USD 19 billion weapons backlog to Taiwan (see AiR_No.
16, April/2023, 3).

Taiwan optimistic post-election Paraguay will
not switch ties to China

(dgl) Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs has expressed
confidence that Paraguay will not sever its ties with
Taipei and switch them to Beijing. The South American
country will hold presidential elections on April 30.

The remark comes as opposition presidential
candidate Efrain Alegre stated that switching
recognition to China would benefit his country while
ruling Colorado Party candidate Santiago Pena vowed
to maintain diplomatic relations with Taiwan.

In opinion polls both candidates are seen neck-and-
neck. [Taiwan News] [Reuters]

Thailand to host 2026 IMF-World Bank Meeting

(aj) Thailand has been chosen to host the 2026 joint
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank
Group (WBG) Annual Meeting in Bangkok. The Annual
Meeting brings together IMF and WBG members, as
well as leaders from key industries, heads of central
banks, finance ministers, civil society, media, and
academics to discuss challenges facing the global
economy with the overall goal of global financial
stability. Some of the key issues expected to be
addressed at the forum are climate change, inclusive
development, and economic growth.

Thailand was among ten countries that expressed
interest in hosting the international dialogue for 2026
and last hosted the Annual Meeting in October 1991.
The IMF and WBG try to host the Annual Meeting in a
less-developed member-state every third year, such as
Indonesia 2018. Morocco will be hosting this year's
international economic forum in Marrakech, while the
United States will host the 2024 and 2025 iterations.
[Bangkok Post] [Pattaya Mail] [Royal Thai Embassy,
Washington D.C.]
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Thailand holds talks to boost trade with China;
first Thailand-Laos-China cargo train takes off

(aj) The Thai Minister of Commerce, Jurin Laksanawisit,
met with leaders of the Thai private sector and
Chinese foreign trade representatives in China’s
southern Yunnan province to discuss Thailand's goals
regarding Thai-Chinese trade relations.

Thailand plans to boost its overland exports to China,
evidenced by the first Thailand-Laos-China cargo train
- covering 2,100 miles - that left Thailand's eastern
province of Rayong on April 19 and is set to arrive in
the Chinese southeastern province of Guangzhou
within five days.

Thailand aims to expand its presence in the Chinese
market and increase the volume of exports to China,
setting the goal of generating at least USD 34 billion in
revenue from exporting Thai goods to China, especially
by selling Thai fruit products.

Shipping by land is gaining popularity as a cheaper and
less carbon-intensive mode of transport, as compared
to traveling by sea. At the trade talks, Commerce
Minister Jurin made it clear to prospective Chinese
partners and Thai industry leaders that increased
trade with China should also give Thailand a platform
to expand its cultural influence, such as Thai cuisine.
[National News Bureau of Thailand] [Vietnam Plus]
[The Nation Thailand]

These trade talks build on the success of local free
trade agreements, mini-FTAs, that Thailand signed with
major Chinese cities, including Shenzhen, Guangzhou,
and Hainan. [see AiR No. 10, March/2023, 1]

Thailand, India conclude Joint Trade Committee
session

(aj) Thailand and India concluded their thirteenth Joint
Trade Committee (JCT) session to open up agricultural
and animal product markets, as well as easing
restrictions on imports of animal-based products from
India in Thailand. Auramon Supthaweethum, Director-
General of Thailand's Trade Negotiations Department,
and Indu Nair, Joint Secretary of the India Ministry of
Commerce, co-chaired the JTC meeting in New Delhi.

At the end of the meeting, both sides agreed to
deepen trade in value-added products and organize
cooperation arrangement agreements in the areas of,
for example, pharmaceuticals, food processing, and
medical tourism.
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Thailand comprises nearly 14 percent of India’s total
trade with ASEAN and is an important market for
Indian gems and jewelry, auto components, and
agricultural products. Some of Thailand's major
exports to India are animal oils, chemicals, plastic
pellets, and steel. [Bangkok Post] [CNBC]

US pledges to bolster Thailand's capacity for
clean energy

(aj) At the third United States-Thailand Energy Policy
Dialogue in Washington D.C., the US pledged to bolster
Thailand's electric vehicle (EV) supply chain resilience
and clean energy developments. In efforts to address
the climate crisis and under its Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework to increase engagement with the region,
the US is promoting both economic relations and clean
energy initiatives with countries it views as key in
developing the global infrastructure for green energy.
Attending the meeting were representatives from the
partnered countries’ respective energy agencies, the
US Chamber of Commerce, and American and Thai
industry leaders in clean energy.

Other countries are being encouraged by the US to
pursue clean energy projects with Thailand through
other partnerships and regional forums, such as those
with Japan and lower Mekong River nations. Thailand
and the US are also in talks on nuclear energy usage to
reach climate and energy security goals. [US
Department of State] [US Embassy & Consulate in
Thailand, Twitter]

The US is increasing its economic engagement with
Thailand by paying particular attention to more
sustainable energy projects, such as the US-financed
feasibility study that will be conducted on a
hydropower plant in Thailand’'s western province of
Kanchanaburi. [see AR No. 14, April/2023, 1]

Thai foreign affairs minister meets with
Myanmar junta chief

(aj) On April 21, Minister of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Don
Pramudwinai met with the head of the Myanmar junta,
Min Aung Hlaing, in Naypyitaw to discuss transborder
issues involving Laos and areas of shared interest,
such as disaster management and rural development.
Thailand, Myanmar, and Laos are currently working
out a solution to the deadly air pollution that has
plagued their shared borders for over a month. [see
AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3]
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Thai Ambassador to Myanmar, Mongkol Visitstump,
and MFA Don'’s advisor for Myanmar Affairs, Pornpimol
Kanchanalak were also present at the talks. Pornpimol
met separately with Ko Kolai, the Myanmar Minister for
International Cooperation. The two focused on
Myanmar’s contentious position in the international
community as a military regime since the junta led the
takeover of the elected civilian government in 2021.

As Myanmar's neighbor, Thailand is under
international pressure from ASEAN and allies to take a
harsher stance on the junta government and push
Myanmar towards a more politically free society.
Pornpimol, the Thai special foreign affairs advisor,
believes that current international ideas of pressuring
Myanmar, namely economic sanctions and
condemnations, is an unproductive approach and
interested parties should reconsider their actions in
addressing the Myanmar issue. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand, India hold defense dialogue

(aj) Thailand and India held their eighth defense
dialogue on April 20-21 in Bangkok. Thailand’s Deputy
Secretary for Defense, Nuchit Sribunsong, and India’s
Special Secretary for Defense, Nivedita Shukkla Verma,
co-chaired the meeting. The two partners reviewed
Thai-Indian defense cooperation and discussed areas
for additional cooperation between the two countries,
agreeing to future military-to-military exchanges, high-
level visits, and training exercises. [Royal Thai
Government, in Thai] [The Print]

US Army General, US Navy Carrier Strike Group
visit Thailand

(aj) In two separate delegations, US Army General
Charles Flynn and the US Navy Nimitz Carrier Strike
Group, led by Rear Admiral Christopher Sweeney,
visited Thailand to advance Thai-American security
relations and advocate for a “Free and Open Indo-
Pacific.”

General Flynn is the Commanding General of the US
Army Pacific and was received by Thailand on April 17-
20. During his visit, the US and Thai delegations
discussed shared security goals in the Indo-Pacific,
expressed interests in organizing more military
exercises, and the US made a commitment to support
the modernization of Thailand’s military forces.
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The US Navy Nimitz Carrier Strike Group, or CSG-11, is
scheduled to visit Thailand on April 24-29. During the
visit, CSG-11 will host a reception to celebrate the
190th anniversary of US-Thai relations and US sailors
will engage with the local culture through community
projects. [US Embassy & Consulate in Thailand] [US
Embassy & Consulate in Thailand 2] [US Indo-Pacific
Command]

Vietnam says it opposes China’s South China
Sea fishing ban that starts May 1

(Im) Vietnam criticized China on April 20 for imposing
an annual ban on fishing in a vast part of the South
China Sea, calling the move a violation of its
sovereignty over its waters and special economic zone.
Beijing has imposed the ban each year since 1999 and
Hanoi routinely opposes it. China says the ban, which
will apply from May 1 to August 16, is to promote
sustainable fishing and improve marine ecology.
[Bloomberg] [Reuters]

Chairman of Vietnamese parliament on official
visit in Argentina, Uruguay

(Im) The chairman of Vietnam's unicameral legislature
led a high-ranking delegation to Argentina this week
for talks aiming to strengthen the traditional friendship
between the two countries. The delegation will also
visit Uruguay, marking the first visit by a high-ranking
Vietnamese leader since the two countries established
diplomatic relations in 1993. [Vietnam Plus 1] [Vietham
Plus 2]

Vietnam, Cuba seek measures to strengthen
fraternal solidarity

(Im) Leading a high-level delegation, the chairman of
Vietnam's unicameral legislature met with his Cuban
counterpart in Havana on April 20 for talks that sought
to explore possible ways to deepen cooperation
between the two countries’ communist parties,
legislatures, and peoples. [Vietnam Plus 1]

The Vietnamese delegation left Cuba to travel to
Argentina and Uruguay for talks aimed at
strengthening bilateral cooperation. [see entry above]

Notably, the talks in Cuba coincided with a meeting
between the President of the Ho Chi Minh National
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Academy of Politics (HCMA) and Chairman of the
Central Theory Council, Nguyen Xuan Thang, and
Cuba’s ambassador to Vietnam. At the meeting, the
two sides discussed possible fields of cooperation
between the HCMA and Cuban partners in the coming
time, and agreed to strengthen cooperation in the
training of cadres, especially those who are or will hold
leading positions at the strategic level. [Vietnam Plus 2]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

26 April 2023 @ 2:00-3:15 p.m. (GMT+1), German
Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA),
Germany

Platforms and Online Workers in India and Africa:
Challenges and Opportunities for Decent Work

This online event will examine the emergence of online
labor platforms in the Global South and its impact on
the world of work both there and in the Global North.

Learn more about the event at [GIGA].

26 April 2023 @ 3:30-5:00 p.m. (GMT+1), German
Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA),
Germany

Women in Parliaments Worldwide: Strategies to
the Top?

This webinar will discuss global differences regarding
women's representation in parliaments and its causes,
drawing on different contexts in sub-Saharan Africa,
Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the Middle East. It will
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also explore reasons for women's political presence or
exclusion and assess strategies to increase the number
of women in politics.

Visit [GIGA] to know more about the event.

26 April 2023 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

The future of Al: A discussion with Al experts
This hybrid event will feature a conversation with Al
experts on the current state of Al, and the issues these

present for the future in the US.

Further information is available at [Brookings].

27 April 2023 @ 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

The Future of US-Pakistan Relations

Against the backdrop of an intensifying US competition
with China, Pakistan'’s close ally, this hybrid event will
explore how the US-Pakistan relationship can and
should be realistically crafted against the backdrop of
multiple challenging developments.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

27 April 2023 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Negotiating China’'s Economic Presence in Brunei
Darussalam: The Dynamics between New and Old
Chinese Community

This webinar will analyze how Chineseness is
strategically reconstructed in Brunei Darussalam in the
wake of China’s momentous rise. It will also address
the ways in which Chinese overseas exercise their
agentic power in utilizing their cultural capital of
Chineseness.

Find more details at [ISEAS].

27 April 2023 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA
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Harnessing Allied Space Capabilities

This online talk will explore ways for the US to better
cooperate with its allies and partners to achieve
common security, commercial, and exploration
objectives in outer space.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

27 April 2023 @ 8:30-9:30 a.m. (GMT+2), Danish
Institute for International Studies (DIIS), Denmark

China, India, and rising power responses to the war
in Ukraine and global order

This livestream event will discuss China and India’s
positions on the war in Ukraine, also addressing the
question why rising powers sometimes challenge and
sometimes support international order.

See [DIIS] for further event details.

28 April 2023 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Addressing the Converging Risks of Climate,
Insecurity, and Migration in Central America

This livestream event will examine ways to support
decision-makers, civil society, and diverse communities
of practice to work together to strengthen resilience in
the Central America in the face of converging risks of
climate, insecurity and migration.

If you are interested, visit [Wilson Center].

28 April 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Paraguay'’s elections and implications for the US,
China, and Taiwan in LAC

This webinar will discuss the implications of Paraguay’s
upcoming elections on April 30 for the US, China,

Taiwan, and hemispheric relations.

Further event details are available at [Atlantic Council].
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28 April 2023 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

How can Kazakhstan and Central Asia help power
and feed the world?

This webcast event will present a new Atlantic Council
report that analyzes the potential for Kazakhstan and
the wider Central Asian region to supply power and
food to global markets in the wake of Russia’s war in
Ukraine.

Find more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

28 April 2023 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Debt Transparency in Developing Countries

This webcast will discuss the need for debt
transparency solutions in developing countries, with a
focus on seven countries facing significant trouble with
Chinese debt.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

1 May 2023 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The Brookings
Institution, USA

US-Taiwan relations: Will China’s challenge lead to
a crisis?

This in-person event and webcast will discuss
mounting concern in Washington about a potential
Chinese military invasion of Taiwan. Against the
backdrop of the war in Ukraine, it will address the
following questions, among others: How close is the
situation in the Taiwan Strait to conflict? What factors
and events have pushed risk higher in recent years?
And what more can Washington, Taipei, and others do
to manage risks and deter conflict?

See [Brookings] for more information.

2 May 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS),
USA

Chinese Assessments of the Soviet Union's Collapse
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This webcast will present lessons the Chinese
Communist Party has been drawing from the collapse
of the Soviet Union and address the question what do
they suggest about the party’'s approach to governance
today?

More details are provided at [CSIS].

2 May 2023 @ 6:00-7:00 pm (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

A Strategic Analysis of the Russo-Ukraine War

This hybrid event will explore the military, political and
economic factors that could influence developments of
the war in Ukraine both on the ground and in the
political arena.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

Recent book releases

Peter Sutoris, Educating for the Anthropocene:
Schooling and Activism in the Face of Slow Violence,
The MIT Press, 296 pages, published on November 1,
2022, reviewed in [LSE].

Alessio Terzi, Growth for Good: Reshaping Capitalism
to Save Humanity from Climate Catastrophe, Harvard
University Press, 320 pages, published on May 27,
2022. For a review, see [LSE}.

Xin Zhang, The Global in the Local: A Century of War,
Commerce, and Technology in China, Harvard
University Press, 288 pages, published on April 4, 2023,
with a review in [Asian Review of Books].

Daniel Chandler, Free and Equal: What Would a Fair
Society Look Like?, Allen Lane, 416 pages, published
on April 20, 2023. The book is reviewed in [The
Guardian].

Joan Biskupic, Nine Black Robes: Inside the Supreme
Court's Drive to the Right and Its Historic
Consequences, William Morrow, 416 pages, published
on April 4, 2023. Visit [Kirkus] for a review.

Calls

Pace University and the New York Southeast Asia
Network (NYSEAN) invite paper proposals for their
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Democracy, Youth Resistance, and Activism in
Southeast and East Asia Conference, to be held on
November 10, 2023, at Pace University, New York.
Abstract submission deadline is May 15, 2023. For
more information, see [NYSEAN].

The Faculty of Political Sciences at Istanbul University
invites paper proposals for its international
conference “Failed State: Boundaries, Current Cases,
Practical Issues”, scheduled for October 6-7, 2023, at
Istanbul University. The closing date for abstract
submission is May 15, 2023. Details are available at
[failedstateconf].

International IDEA invites tenders for security
monitoring and protective services including
deployment of security monitoring for international
IDEA's in-country staff (combination of regular
reporting, and ad-hoc alerts following significant
security incidents at various levels of detail depending
on requirements) and employment of protective
services (security coordination and journey
management for the IDEA's staff in-country). The
deadline for proposal submission is May 19. For
details, visit [IDEA].

Jobs and Positions

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) welcomes applications for the position
of Deputy Head of Mission to be based in Belgrade,
Serbia. Applications are accepted until May 19, 2023.
More information is provided at [OSCE].

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) welcomes applications for the position
of Deputy Head of Mission to be based in Chisinau,
Moldova. Applications are accepted until May 2, 2023.
More information is provided at [OSCE].

The United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (UN DESA) welcomes applications for
the position of Head, United Nations Global
Geospatial Knowledge and Innovation Centre to be
based in Huzhou, China. Core responsibility is to
formulate and implement the substantive work
programme of the United Nations Global Geospatial
Knowledge and Innovation Centre and allocating
resources for the completion of outputs and their
timely delivery. Applications are accepted until May 2,
2023. More information is provided at [UN Careers].
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The United Nations Development Programme seeks
a Project Manager (Rule of Law) to be based in Tripoli,
Libya. Core responsibility is to provide strategic
direction and leadership in the rule of law programme
area. Applications are accepted until April 27, 2023.
More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks
a Sub-Regional Security Specialist to be based in
Istanbul, Turkey. Core responsibility is to provide
security policy guidance and security management
support to the Resident Representatives and CO
management teams enabling effective programme
planning, implementation and delivery within the
framework of all UN security policies and procedures.
Applications are accepted until May 4, 2023. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks
a Legal Consultant on the development of the Climate
Law of Ukraine to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Core
responsibility is to provide support to the development
of the draft on climate law, identify the existing gaps
and provide conclusions and recommendations on the
current EU practices for the Ministry of Environmental
Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until May 4, 2023. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks
a Program Associate to be based in Tbilisi, Georgia.
Core responsibility is to provide programmatic support
to the UN JP for Gender Equality. Applications are
accepted until May 4, 2023. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

UN Women seeks an International Consultant:
Strategic Planning and Coordination to be based in
Bangkok, Thailand. Core responsibility is to provide
technical advisory services and support to UN
Women’'s M/COs/NRAs in operationalizing their UN
coordination mandate within UNCTs. Applications are
accepted until April 27, 2023. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Education Specialist to be based in Dnipro, Ukraine.
Core responsibility is to provide support to programme
development and planning as well as programme
management, monitoring and delivery of results in
Eastern Ukraine at the Dnipro field office. Applications
are accepted until April 27, 2023. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Gender Programme Specialist to be based in
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Kathmandu, Nepal. Core responsibility is to provide
technical support and oversight function of Gender
Specialist (immunization) portfolio and programming
to Country Offices. Applications are accepted until April
30, 2023. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Child Protection Officer to be based in Djibouti. Core
responsibility is to provide support to program
development and planning as well as program
management, monitoring and delivery of results.
Applications are accepted until May 1, 2023. More
information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Senior Adviser (Humanitarian Affairs) to be based in
Florence, Italy. Core responsibility is to provide advice
on key human security issues and guidance on key
directions to unpack the research, foresight,
programmatic and advocacy agenda ensuing from the
ongoing global poly-crisis. Applications are accepted
until May 20, 2023. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Cybersecurity Expert to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.
Core responsibility is to provide analysis of IT security
processes in the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine
and risk assessment for improving the level of
information security of the Ministry of Social Policy of
Ukraine. Applications are accepted until May 4, 2023.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Head, GCI and Network
Operations Unit to be based in Vienna, Austria. Core
responsibility is to oversee the implementation and
activities related to operations of the Global
Communications Infrastructure (GCl) and to ensure the
provision of support for the internal computer
networks of the PTS Headquarters. Applications are
accepted until June 4, 2023. More information is
provided at [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Chief, Engineering and
Development Section to be based in Vienna, Austria.
Core responsibility is to plan and ensure the proper
implementation of the activities of the Section and the
enhancement of capabilities and the hardware and
software of the verification system. Applications are
accepted until April 27, 2023. More information is
provided at [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Seismoacoustic
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Operations Officer to be based in Vienna, Austria. Core
responsibility is to monitor the operations and data
quality of Seismic, Hydroacoustic and Infrasound (SHI)
IMS stations and to identify problems with data
acquisition or data quality. Applications are accepted
until May 21, 2023. More information is provided at
[CTBTO].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Program Assistant to be based in Turlock, USA. Core
responsibility is to support the management and
implementation of strategic, cross-departmental
initiatives that enhance the IRC in Northern California’s
ability to meet client needs. More information is
provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Deputy Director of Programs - El Salvador to be based
in San Salvador, El Salvador. Core responsibility is to
lead the operationalization of IRC NCA's current
response strategy and actively participate in long-term
strategic planning processes. More information is
provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Youth Program Coordinator to be based in
Sacramento, USA. Core responsibility is to liaise with
IRC Technical Advisors to ensure effective program
delivery. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Staff Attorney to be based in Salt Lake City, USA. Core
responsibility is to conduct intakes with IRC clients and
community members and provide direct legal
representation to Afghan evacuees before the USCIS.
More information is provided at [IRC].

Team:

Amanda Jaroen (aj), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Fabian Beck (fb),
Giovanni Puglisi (gp), Henning Glaser (hg), Kamran Khan
(kk), Loong Dien Min (Idm), Lucas Meier (Im), Manmehak
Kaur (mk), Natalie Svinina (ns), Peer Morten

Strantzen (ms), Priyankka Araasu (pa), Sheikh Afif Bin
Zaman (as), Syed Faizal Aljunied (sfa), Tomwit Jarnson (tj),
Venus Phuangkom

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de
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Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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