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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue informing you about the latest

events, developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Latvia’s Day of

Restoration of Independence and the Marshall Island’s

Constitution Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Regulators fear liquidity shortage from

USD 9.4 billion IPO

(ms) According to sources, the Shanghai Stock

Exchange is reluctant to approve the planned USD 9.4

billion initial public offering (IPO) of the agricultural

sciences company Syngenta Group in the near future,

citing concerns that the IPO is too large for the current

market in China and could lead to liquidity problems.

The Syngenta Group is a Swiss-based agri-science

company that was bought by the Chinese state-owned

China National Chemical Corporation, also known as

ChemChina, in 2017.

The Chinese government's concern about a possible

IPO is a step backward for the Chinese stock market,

as it shows that the influence of Chinese regulators is

still much greater than in the U.S., for example, but it



also shows that China's economic situation remains

tense after almost three years of zero-COVID. Only in

February the China Securities Regulatory Commission

(CSRC) implemented new rules, which should facilitate

and accelerate the process around IPOs [see AiR No. 6,

February/2023, 1], but the current intervention shows

that the Chinese economy still needs longer to be able

to implement these regulations consistently.

While there have been several IPOs on the Shanghai

Stock Exchange this year, they have been in the range

of USD 600 million. An IPO of the Syngenta Group in

the current situation is simply too big for the Chinese

market, according to a Chinese fund manager.

Syngenta Group did not comment specifically on the

reluctance of Chinese regulators but is said to be

working on various plans to tackle the issue. In

addition to a possible postponement of the IPO to the

end of the year or next year, the company is weighing

reducing the size of its capital raising. However, the

extent to which the Chinese government is willing to

accept the latter in particular is not yet known.

[Bloomberg] [South China Morning Post]

China: Former Hangzhou party chief pleads

guilty to corruption charges

(ms) Zhou Jiangyong, the former party chief of

Hangzhou, the capital of the eastern Zhejiang province,

pleaded guilty on April 27 before a court to having

embezzled USD 28 million between 2001 and 2021.

Zhou was accused by one of China's top two anti-

corruption bodies, the Central Commission for

Discipline Inspection (CCDI), of supporting private

capital's "disorderly expansion," which was cited by

Chinese President Xi Jinping to justify his crackdown on

large private tech companies, starting in late 2020.

The sentence will be handed down at a separate date,

the court announced during the trial. [Global Times]

[South China Morning Post]

China: Ban of gaslighting of entrepreneurs

(ms) China's Internet security agency, the Cyberspace

Administration of China (CAC), announced on April 28

the launch of a nationwide three-month campaign

aimed at tackling negative network culture against

China-based companies, particularly those in the

private sector.
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The campaign, called "Qinglang, Optimizing the

Business Network Environment and Protecting the

Legal Rights and Interests of Enterprises," is another

step in the Chinese government's outreach to the

country's private sector. This step is seen as a reaction

to the stagnating economy of the country, after almost

three years of Zero-COVID, for which President Xi

Jinping has specifically chosen the private economy as

an important part of the needed revival. China is thus

deviating further and further from the crackdown

against the private economy, in particular China's

private tech giants, which began at the latest at the

end of 2020 with the failed record initial public offering

(IPO) of the Ant Group [see AiR No. 52,

December/2020, 5].

As a planned measure, the introduction of a special

working team is planned, which will actively combat

false information about the private economy of the

country. Furthermore, the monitoring of social media

platforms is to be expanded in this regard, on the one

hand the control of the state is to be widened and on

the other hand new guidelines are to be issued to the

respective social media companies. Furthermore, the

CAC indicates a strengthening of criminal prosecution

for online disparagement. [Cyberspace Administration

of China via WeChat in Chinese] [South China Morning

Post]

China: Police officers use fake accounts to

harass dissidents

(ms) According to a report by the U.S. Department of

Justice, Chinese Internet users, including a group of

police officers, allegedly created fake accounts to

harass dissidents abroad. A U.S. District Court has now

filed charges against the 912 Special Project Working

Group, one of such groups. 

The District Court for the Eastern District of New York,

in mid-April, indicted 34 employees of the Chinese

Ministry of Public Security on charges of conspiracy to

transmit interstate foreign threats. 

The suspects are accused of a variety of different

forms of harassment of Internet users, but also of

spreading false information. The starting point of the

indictment is the 2016 U.S. election, when the U.S.

government began to investigate possible influence

from Russia as well as China.

The approach of the defendants is said to have been to

create fake accounts on Facebook, Twitter, and

YouTube and to spread China-promoting or US-
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harmful narratives, to harass dissidents and to

denounce people who have expressed criticism of the

Chinese government online.

The indictment details a number of specific cases in

which the 912 Special Project Working Group is alleged

to have engaged in wrongdoing. [Bloomberg] [Japan

Times] [U.S. Department of Justice]

China: Hong Kong Audit Commission calls for

intensified screening of library materials

(ms) The Hong Kong government's Audit Commission

called for intensified examination of books and other

media in libraries for possible violation of the National

Security Law in a report released on April 26.

After the Chinese government, in response to the 2019

anti-government protests, introduced the Hong Komng

National Security Law in June 2020 which criminalizes

subversion, secession, collusion with foreign forces

and terrorist acts, a preliminary review of library

materials was launched a year later.

The review was conducted by the city government’s

Leisure and Cultural Services Department (LCSD) and

was intended to assess the extent to which materials

accessible in libraries in the city might pose a risk to

national security. If any materials were found to be

"manifestly contrary" to the National Security Law, they

were removed from the libraries' collections.

Items that fell victim to this review included a large

number of books about the crackdown of the 1989

Tiananmen Square protests, as well as other books

critical of the government. The exact extent of the

books removed is not known, as requests to publish a

list of the removed materials have been repeatedly

rejected by the Hong Kong government.

The Audit Commission now requests, without going

into more specific detail, that the LCSD "[n]eed[s] to

step up efforts in examining library materials for

safeguarding national security and taking follow-up

actions."

By its own account, the LCSD has already completed

the review and is merely in follow-up work. The Audit

Commission, however, sees the need to continue the

process and to intensify the assessment of the

parameters of the review, if necessary. [Hong Kong

Audit Commission] [Hong Kong Free Press]
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China: Expansion of the Counter Espionage Law

(ms) On April 26, the National People's Congress (NPC)

Standing Committee passed the first amendment to

the Counter Espionage Law. It is the first change of the

law since 2014, expanding both the scope of the term

espionage and the authority of security agencies to act

against it. The new law will come into force on July 1.

The main focus of the amendment is broadening the

definition of espionage activities. The existing

definitions were slightly revised and supplemented by

the aspect of cyber-attacks and espionage activities are

now described as "collaborating with spy organizations

and their agents" and "conducting cyber-attacks

against state organs, confidential-related units, or

critical information infrastructure, etc.".

Further additions were made to the objects covered by

the Counter Espionage Law, which stipulates that all

"documents, data, materials, and items related to

national security and interests" are to be protected in

the same way as state secrets, and that unlawful

access or dissemination of such documents, data,

materials, and items is punishable by the same degree.

However, the Chinese government refrains from

defining more precisely what exactly falls under this

definition.

Due to the vague formulations, observers see the

danger that journalists, academics, but also companies

that want to engage more intensively with China are in

danger of being subjected to investigations.

This fear is reinforced by the expansion of the powers

of the security authorities from July under which they

are authorized to access data, electronic devices and

information on personal property and to prohibit the

suspect from leaving the country.

Under President Xi Jinping, who set national security as

one of his top priorities when he took office in 2012,

there have been a large number of arrests on

suspicion of espionage in recent years. The exact

extent is difficult to determine clearly, as espionage

trials are usually held in secret and more detailed

information, if any, is often only revealed after the

verdict. [Asia Financial] [CNN] [Global Times] [Reuters]

[The World Street Journal] [Xinhua]

China: Journalist charged with espionage
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(ms) Dong Yuyu, a Chinese columnist for the

Guangming Daily, a news outlet run by the Chinese

Communist Party (CCP), will face charges of espionage,

according to a statement issued by his family.

Dong was detained in Beijing in February 2022 along

with a Japanese diplomat with whom he was meeting

at the time. While the diplomat, after an outcry from

the Japanese Foreign Ministry, was released after a few

hours, Dong has been in custody ever since.

In March this year, more than a year after the arrest,

Dong's relatives were informed that Dong would be

charged with espionage.

If found guilty, the term of imprisonment may be less

than 10 years for a minor circumstance, or between 10

years and life imprisonment, depending on the level of

guilt determined. [Chinese Criminal Law]

Although Dong works at a state-run news station, he is

considered a prominent liberal journalist who, as a

non-member of the CCP, has also advocated reforms

to China's legal system. Already in 2017, he had to

undergo an investigation following the publication of 

texts considered "anti-socialist" and had been

threatened with a demotion in the course of the

investigation.

In response to the imminent indictment, more than 60

prominent foreign journalists, academics and

diplomats have already organized themselves in a

petition calling on the Chinese government to release

Dong and criticizing Dong’s indictment  as another step

in the suppression of independent journalism.

[Committee to Protect Journalists] [The Guardian] [VOA

News]

Almost simultaneously with the release of the Dong’s

family statement, a relative of another Chinese

journalist addressed the public and reported on the

arrest of Shangguan Yunkai in mid-April.

Shangguan was arrested on charges of "selling

counterfeit medicines." The "medicine" in question is

said to be a skin cream from Taiwan, which Shanggun

was promoting for private sale.

Shangguan is a Chinese journalist who has attracted

particular attention for his work in exposing corruption

by officials within the Chinese government, which has

led to the arrest of a large number of officials. Due to

the recent nature of the case, little information is

known, as the Chinese government has not yet

commented on the arrest. However, Shangguan's

lawyer, noting that the sale of ointments is a common
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practice in China, believes that the arrest is a form of

retaliation by the local government against Shangguan

for his investigative journalism. [Radio Free Asia]

Japan: Ruling coalition begins discussions on

review of arms export guidelines with a view on

Ukraine

(dql) Last week, Japan's ruling coalition of the Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) and junior partner Komeito

kicked off talks on a review of the country's restrictions

on exports of defense equipment with a first meeting

on April 25.

The discussion comes at a time when voices within the

LDP are increasingly calling to play a bigger role in

international security and major Western countries are

supplying Ukraine with military aid. Further, late last

year the administration of Prime Minister Fumio Kishis

announced that it would review the restrictions to

allow Japan to provide crucial assistance to countries

coming under invasion, in an apparent reference to

Ukraine.

In the negotiations with Komeito, which will center on

the question of providing Ukraine with lethal arms,

Prime Minister Kishida is hoping to ease guidelines on

the overseas transfer of defense equipment and

technology which are drawn up under Japan’s pacifist

constitution and which, among others, bans arms

export to countries which are parties to a conflict.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Komeito, however, has been so far reluctant to touch

on guidelines arguing that allowing weapons sales to

other countries risks aggravating armed conflicts and

contradicts Japan's postwar pacifism. Reflecting the

party’s position in the talks, Komeito security chief

Shigeki Sato, acting chair of the discussions stated the

party’s goal “to create the best possible framework [for

weapons transfer] under an increasingly difficult

security environment, while maintaining our path as a

nation of peace.” [Nippon.com] [Nikkei Asia]

Japan: Amendment to immigration law

approved by parliamentary committee

(dql) The Judicial Affairs Committee of Japan’s Lower

House committee approved on April 28 a bill to amend

Japan’s current legislation on immigration control and

refugee recognition. Among the changes is limiting the

number of applications for refugee status to two per
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person in principle and allowing the deportation of

foreign nationals illegally staying in the country after

having applied for refugee status three or more times,

even while their applications are being processed.

Japan’s current immigration law does not contain an

upper limit on the number of refugee applications,

raising concerns over abuse by foreign nationals to

avoid deportation. 

The bill, whose focus is on the reform of Japan’s

detention system, was passed with the votes of the

ruling coalition parties, the Liberal Democratic Party

and Komeito, and the Japan Innovation Party, the

second largest opposition party with 45 seats in the

465-members House of Representatives. The three

parties met the day before the vote to revise the bill.

The main opposition Constitutional Democratic Party

of Japan and the Japanese Communist Party voted

against the bill.

It is expected to pass the full House in May. [The Japan

News] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Forecast on population development

adds pressure on government

(dql) The National Institute of Population and Security

Research of Japan’s health ministry has released a

forecast on the development of the country’s

population over the next five decades which adds to

the pressure on the government to tackle a

demographic crisis in Asia's second-largest economy.

According to the forecast, the country’s population will

fall to 87 million by 2070, marking a sharp drop by 30

percent compared to 2020 with 126.15 million. In 2056,

the population is expected to fall under the threshold

of 100 million. 

The Institute warned of  ballooning social security costs

as people aged 65 or above in Japan are projected to

hit 33.67 million in 2070, which would account for 38.7

percent of the total population, while people 14 and

younger are expected to account for less than 10

percent in 2050 and remain at that level until 2070. 

Meanwhile, the country’s working-age population -

people aged 15-64 - is expected to shrink by 30 million

over five decades and to stand at 45.35 million in 2070.

As this age group drives consumer spending, its

decline could hurt economic growth.
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Signaling Japan’s dependency on foreigners, foreign

residents, including students and workers residing in

the country for more than three months, are set to

make up 10.8 percent (9.39 million) of the population

in 2070, an increase by 2.2 percent from 2020.

The health ministry's 50-year demographic forecasts

are issued every five years. It is based on public data

such as censuses and is used by the government to

calculate the future pension payouts. [National

Institute of Population and Security Research] [Kyodo

News] [Nikkei Asia]

Japan: Low number of top-listed firms on Tokyo

bourse led by women

(dql) Signaling Japan’s poor record on gender equality,

findings of the country’s largest largest corporate

research provider Teikoku Databank Ltd., revealed

that, as of January, only 0.8 percent, or 15, of the 1,836

companies listed on the top-tier Prime Market on the

Tokyo bourse were headed by women as of the end of

January. 

That number compares unfavorably with the number

of 8.2 percent of nearly 1.19 million businesses that

reported to have a female president in 2022. [Kyodo

News 1]

The findings put Japan under pressure on the

international as it is holding the G7 presidency and as

the East Asian country consistently ranks low in gender

surveys by international organizations, trailing behind

other G-7 nations. The data were released shortly after

Tokyo hosted the meeting of the G7 ministers of labor

the weekend before. In an interview following the

meeting, European Commissioner for Jobs and Social

Rights Nicolas Schmit remarked that Japan's gender

gap was comparable with the situation in Europe

decades ago. [Kyodo News 2]

Against this backdrop, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida announced at a Cabinet meeting last week that

he seeks to see by 2030 the ratio of female executives

hitting 30 percent and more in firms listed on the

Tokyo stock exchange’s prime market. [The Guardian] 

Japan: First sale of oral abortion bill approved

by ministry

(dql) The sale of Japan's first oral abortion pill

“Mefeego” - developed by British pharmaceutical
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company Linepharma International Ltd. - was formally

approved by the health ministry on April 28.

The move provides women in early pregnancy an

alternative to the surgical procedure that so far has

been the only approved abortion method. 

According to data from the ministry, more than

126,000 abortions were recorded in Japan for fiscal

2021. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Tender bill discussed in parliament

(dql) The Mongolian parliament reviewed on April 27 a

draft revision of the “Law on Procurement of Goods,

Works and Services with State and Local Funds”. 

Widely known as tender bill, the revision suggests

projects and actions on the list of development

projects, whose implementation is part of the

government’s New Revival Policy, to be processed with

the establishment of a contract. However, this would

not apply in cases where less than 30 percent of the

funding for a project or an action is provided by a

state-owned or state-controlled enterprise. 

During the review, one focal point of the discussion

was the improvement of the registration and

procurement of medicines in the country, in a bid to

solve the problem of high costs of low quality

medicines due to insufficient competition and lack of

qualified bidders. [UB Post]

For a discussion of the status of reforms of the

pharmaceutical sector in Mongolia, see [Asian

Development Bank].

North Korea: Low number of defectors to South

Korea

(dql) According to data from South Korea’s Ministry of

Unification, released last week, 34  North Korean

defectors came to South Korea in the first quarter of

this year.

This brings the total number of the North's defectors

to 33,916.

2022 saw a total of 67 defectors for the whole year,

making it the second straight with a number below 100

after 2021 with 63.
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The number of North Korean defectors coming to the

South has sharply dropped in recent years. Observers

largely attribute that development to Pyongyang's tight

border controls over the COVID-19 pandemic. [Yonhap

News Agency] [NK News, Twitter] [Ministry of

Unification, South Korea]

South Korea: Parliament passes bill to support

victims of home rental scams

(dql) The South Korean parliament approved on April

27 a revision bill that seeks to support victims of home

rental scams. The centerpiece of the bill are measures

to recoup their security deposits before local taxes are

collected when their rented homes are put up for

auction.

Under current legislation, central and the regional

governments are authorized to collect taxes imposed

on landlords first when their landlords failed to repay

debt on their highly collateralized properties that end

up for auction. With the bill, the tenants who were

victimized in scams will be given priority to recoup

their deposits before the regional government collects

overdue local taxes.

The move comes against the backdrop of a series of

fraud cases across the country in which suspects

rented highly collateralized homes to the victims -

largely people in their 20s and 30s - for deposits worth

tens of millions of won. However, as they failed to

repay debts to financial institutions, the homes ended

up being put up for auction. The victims are facing

eviction without getting their deposits back.

Meanwhile, a separate special bill is underway that

aims to give rental scam victims the priority right to

purchase the affected homes that end up being put up

for auction, as well as providing them with low-interest

loans. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Controversy over unilaterally

passed nursing act 

(dql) A nursing act has passed parliament with the

votes of the main opposition Democratic Party (DP) in

a plenary session on April 27 that was boycotted by the

ruling People Power Party (PPP).

The bill that seeks to define the roles and

responsibilities of nurses in a more precise manner

received 179 votes in favor and two abstentions out of
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181 lawmakers, with all but two PPP members leaving

the chamber en masse before voting began. The DP

holds 170 seats in the 300-members strong National

Assembly, the PPP 130. 

The act is contested between nurses and physicians.

On the one hand, the former argue that the new law

would improve their working environments, which

often led to overwork as their roles were not clearly

specified in the current Medical Service Act, only

states, that nurses must provide medical assistance

under the guidance of a medical doctor, without

identifying specific roles. 

On the other hand, doctors reject the bill saying that

permitting nurses to visit patients and provide services

independently would cause great confusion in the

country's health care system. 

The coalition of 13 organizations composed of not only

the doctors' group but also the Korean Licensed

Practical Nurses Association, the Korean Association of

Medical Technologists and the Korean Association of

Emergency Medical Technician, among others, has

announced a strike to protest the law for this week.

The strike could potentially paralyze South Korea’s

health care system.

It remains to be seen whether President Yoon Suk-yeol

of the PPP will veto the act. [Yonhap News Agency]

[The Korea Herald] [The Korea Times]

South Korea: Former opposition party leader’s

home raided in election bribery case

(dql) Investigators of the Seoul Central District

Prosecutors Office raided on April 29 the current and

previous home of Song Young-gil, former leader of the

main opposition Democratic Party (DP), and other

locations. The raid was part of an ongoing investigation

into electoral bribery.

Song is at the center of a vote-buying case, in which

envelopes of cash totaling more than USD 70,332 were

distributed to party members to ensure his election as

party leader in the party’s convention in May 2021. 

He has denied any knowledge of the bribery campaign.

[Yonhap News Agency 1]

In an earlier move, the Office imposed days earlier a

travel ban on Song after his return from France, where

he had been a visiting professor at a French business

school. [Yonhap News Agency 2]
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South Korea: Opposition parties fast track

parliamentary motions for investigation of first

lady

(dql) South Korea’s parliament has passed motions

designating two special investigation proposals as

"fast-track" bills, with one of them dealing with stock

manipulation allegations against Deutsch Motors Inc.,

a BMW car dealer in South Korea which involves  first

lady Kim Keon Hee, wife of President Yoon Suk-yeol of

the ruling People Power Party (PPP). 

The vote on the motions, led by the main opposition

Democratic Party (DP) and the minor opposition Justice

Party, was boycotted by the PPP whose lawmakers left

the chamber en masse before the vote. [Yonhap News

Agency]

South Korea: Advancing military capabilities 

(dql) South Korea’s Defense Acquisition Program

Administration (DAPA), the country’s arms

procurement agency, has announced the completion

of a development project that started in 2019 and

seeks to improve a command and control system

overseeing defense operations against ballistic

missiles. 

According to the DAPA the improvements reduce times

in processing radar tracks and sending information. In

addition, they enhance the interconnection capabilities

of its tracking and interception systems. [Yonhap News

Agency]

Furthermore, the DAPA has also announced that

projects to develop advanced missile interceptor

systems worth USD 2.03 billion have been approved.

Under the project, a high-altitude interceptor and a

glide-phase interceptor are to be developed by 2024,

starting 2025. [Janes]

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Defense announced that

the military is set to establish a drone operations

command in the second half of this year, with various

missions including surveillance and reconnaissance,

psychological warfare, electromagnetic warfare and

strike operations to be carried out by the new

command. [Aju Business Daily]
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Taiwan: Main opposition party set to name

presidential candidate 

(dql) Taiwan’s main opposition party, the Kuomintang

(KMT), is set to announce on May 20 its candidate for

the presidential election scheduled for January 13,

2024.

It is expected to be a race between New Taipei City

Mayor Hou Yu-ih and  Foxconn founder Terry Gou. 

For the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), Vice

President Lai Ching-te will run for the post, while the

Taiwan People’s Party (TPP),  the third largest party, is

likely to nominate its Chair Ko Wen-je. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: May Day protesters demand higher

basic monthly salary

(dql) Around 5,000 workers and supporters took to the

streets in Taipei on May 1, the International Labor Day,

to protest the labor policies of the administration of

President Tsai Ing-wen and to demand changes. 

Major demands included the introduction of a basic

monthly salary of USD 975 (compared to USD 860

currently) , the return to 19 days of public and private

national holidays, as well as a holiday for the military,

public, and educators on May Day. The protesters

further demanded continued support of the

government for a labor insurance fund and

improvement of the protection for the right to strike

without restrictions.

This year’s May Day protest comes as Taiwan’s political

parties are bracing for the presidential election to be

held in January 2024. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times] 

Taiwan: First domestically developed

submarine prototype to be launched

(dql) According to the ruling Democratic Progressive

Party (DPP), Taiwan’s first homegrown submarine is set

to be launched in September. 

The announcement was made after the parliamentary

Foreign Affairs and National Defense Committee made

a confidential visit to CSBC Corporation in Kaohsiung

to inspect the prototype submarine and to be briefed

on the vessel’s progress. 
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The prototype submarine is reportedly 70 meters long,

8 m wide and 18 m high, with a displacement of

between 2,500 and 3,000 tons. It will be equipped with

18 MK 48 Mod 6 heavyweight torpedoes and a number

of Harpoon missiles.

Taiwan’s Navy plans to have a fleet of at least eight

submarines. [Taiwan News 1]

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s Air Force has reportedly

completed evaluations for an advanced version of the

Sky Bow III missile, capable of intercepting targets at

an altitude of 70 kilometers. 

Mass production of this type has started, while a

second type, which can soar up to heights of 100 km, is

still undergoing tests. 

Taiwan is hoping to produce 1,000 missiles in 2023.

[Taiwan News 2]
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Bangladesh: Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army

members arrested with huge cache of weapons

(az) Four members of the Arakan Rohingya Salvation

Army (ARSA), an insurgent group active in Myanmar’s

northern Rakhine State, were arrested by Bangladesh

security forces near a refugee camp after the militants

opened fire at them. Although an ARSA sustained an

injury, their leader escaped the scene. Later on, a huge

cache of arms and ammunition was busted by the

police. [ANI]
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Bangladesh: Government allows Rohingya

refugees to buy sim cards to halt criminal

tendencies

(az) To halt the growing criminal tendencies among the

Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, the government has

decided to provide the refugees with Bangladeshi SIM

cards and ban the use of Burmese SIM cards for them.

Due to the use of Burmese SIM cards, it has become a

tough job for law enforcers to track the movement of

refugees. Moreover, the refugees regularly use foreign

SIM cards to conduct illegal and criminal activities

inside the Bangladeshi territory. The government has

also planned to permit law enforcement agencies and

the operators to access the database of SIM users.

However, the government finds the task challenging as

the Burmese network in Bangladesh territory needs to

be blocked using jammers which can cost

approximately 208 million USD. The Bangladeshi

government plans to give Teletalk, a government

telecom operator, the sole authority to provide all the

Rohingyas an equal chance to have the operator

facility. The decision is yet to be finalized as

Bangladesh needs bilateral discussion with Myanmar

on the one hand. On the other hand, the private

telecom operators are protesting the sole authority of

Teletalk in this field. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: German chapter of ruling Awami

League protests against ‘anti-Bangladesh’

campaign

(az) The German chapter of Bangladesh’s ruling Awami

League has protested against a recent Deutsche Welle

documentary that details alleged torture by members

of the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) and suggests that

key figures in the ruling government may be using RAB

for political gain, with tacit approval from the highest

offices in the South Asian country [see AiR No. 16,

April/2023, 3]. [Dhaka Tribune]

India: Government gives Supreme Court

justification for law criminalizing Islamic ‘triple

talaq’ practice

(mk) India’s central government has put forth a

justification for introducing a law in Parliament

criminalizing the Islamic practice of “triple talaq” which
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allows Muslim men to divorce their wife unilaterally

and instantaneously, saying Muslim men continued its

use in spite of a Supreme Court judgment declaring

the practice illegal.

In 2017, the Supreme Court outlawed the practice of

"triple talaq", a mode of divorce under which a Muslim

man can divorce his wife by simply uttering “talaq”

three times. It is prevalent among India’s Muslim

community majority of whom follow the Hanafi Islamic

school of law.

However, the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on

Marriage) Act, 2019, which makes the practice of “triple

talaq” an offense punishable with three years’

imprisonment, has been met with a series of petitions

challenging its constitutional validity.

The petitions, especially those filed by the Muslim

organization Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, argue that while

Muslim men could suffer punishment for pronouncing

“triple talaq”, men from other faiths could desert their

wives without fearing punishment. They also said that

the imprisonment sentence makes it a crime graver

than rioting, kidnaping, bribery and so on.

The central government has responded to such

petitions through a 177-page affidavit which states that

despite the Supreme Court having declared the

practice of “triple talaq” as “void”, there was little to no

redressal for victims, which is why it had to be

criminalized. It also stated that the petitions were filed

against the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on

Marriage) Bill, 2019, which has now been turned into

an Act, thereby making them ineffective.

In addition, the government challenged the Supreme

Court’s right to debate the constitutionality of a

legislation which it has already declared to be violative

of constitutional principles. [The Hindu] [LiveLaw]

India: Supreme Court adjourns hearing of case

on quota for Muslims till May 9

(mk) India’s Supreme Court (SC) has adjourned the

hearing of a petition challenging the Karnataka State

government’s decision to scrap 4 percent OBC (Other

Backward Castes) quota for Muslims and dividing it

between the Vokkaliga and Lingayat Castes ahead of

the state assembly elections. [The Hindu]

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led government in

Karnataka had scrapped the quota for Muslims by

citing the Karnataka Third Backward Class Commission
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report and asserting that it classified Muslims as only

economically backward rather than socially and

economically backward. The state also said that

reservation on the basis of religion was

unconstitutional. These claims had been termed by

Justice K.M. Joseph during the hearing on April 13 as

“absolutely fallacious assumptions.” [AiR No. 16,

April/2023, 3]

The Karnataka government won the last adjournment

held on April 25, though the Solicitor General stated

that the verbal assurance given by the state to the SC

assuring that it would not implement its decision of

scrapping the quota for Muslims till the subsequent

hearings were dealt with, would continue in the

meanwhile.

The OBC is one of the categories under the Socially and

Economically Backward Sections of society as

established in the Constitution of India, entitled to

privileges of promotion and reservations in public

sector employment and higher education.

India: 10 security personnel killed in blast in

Chhattisgarh - Maoists suspected

(mk/lm) Then security personnel and their driver were

killed in a blast in the central Indian state of

Chhattisgarh on April 26 after an Improvised Explosive

Device was used to blow up their vehicle in what was

described by authorities as a Maoist attack. The army

had been tipped off about Maoist presence in the area,

and had conducted the operation in response to this

information.

The Maoists in India, known as Naxals, emerged from a

1967 left-wing rebellion in the Naxalbari village of

eastern West Bengal state, inspired by Chinese

revolutionary leader Mao Zedong. The rebels, not

numbering more than 15,000, have led a rebellion

against the Indian government in an attempt to

overthrow the state, claiming they are fighting for the

indigenous communities. They are concentrated in

central India, particularly in regions populated with

tribal people.

Though there have been observations of a marked

decrease in left-wing extremist violence over the last

decade, the latest attack was the biggest carried out by

the Maoists on the security forces in the state over the

last two years. While the Central government

maintains that Maoist violence has been eradicated

from Jharkhand and Bihar, the South Bastar region in

Chattisgarh remains, according to the Central Reserve
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Police Force (CRPF) officials, the last bastion of the

insurgents.

At least 22 Indian security force members were killed

and 31 injured in 2021 during a four-hour gun battle

with Maoist insurgents [see AiR No. 14, April/2021, 1].

In 2017, 25 police officers were killed and six others

injured when hundreds of suspected Maoist rebels

attacked a convoy in central India. [CNN] [South China

Morning Post] [The Hindu 1] [The Hindu 2] [The Hindu

3] [The Independent]

India: Central, Assam state government sign

peace pact with insurgent group

(mk/lm) The Assam state-based insurgent group

Dimasa National Liberation Army (DNLA) has signed a

peace pact with the state government and India’s

central government in the presence of Union Home

Minister Amit Shah and Chief Minister of Assam

Himanta Biswa Sarna. The peace agreement ensures

that DNLA representatives give up violence and

surrender arms, disband their organization and vacate

all their camps. [The Hindu]

Notably, the tenets of the agreement also ensure the

protection and preservation of the unique culture and

language of the Dimasa tribal community, something

that was an incentive for the insurgent undertakings of

the DNLA, through the setting up of a Dimasa Welfare

Community. Additionally, it will also aim at

rehabilitating individuals within the erstwhile cadres of

the DNLA.

The ceasefire with DNLA came within a week of the

attack by suspected Maoists in Chattisgarh on April 26,

killing 10 security personnel.

Nepal: Rastriya Swatantra Party to decide

whether or not to join government coalition

soon

(lm) Nepal’s Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP), currently

the fourth-largest political party in Parliament, will

decide whether or not to join the government at a

party meeting on May 5, a senior party leader said on

May 1, a day after party chairman Ravi Lamichhane

met Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal and discussed

the current political situation in the Himalayan nation.

[The Week]
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The RSP won two out of three seats in the lower house

of Parliament in recently held by-polls, raising its tally

to 22 seats. The party was the third-largest member of

Nepal’s ruling coalition before quitting the ruling

alliance after the Supreme Court removed Lamichhane

from office and from his parliamentary seat for

violating citizenship laws [see AiR No. 5, January/2023,

5]. However, to date the RSP has not withdrawn its

support to the Prachanda-led coalition government,

though its ministers had already quit the government.

It is important for Prime Minister Dahal to bring RSP

into the government for its stability. In light of this,

there is a good case to assume that the party is likely

to demand important ministries including the portfolio

of Home currently being held by the Deputy Prime

Minister and senior Maoist leader Narayankaji

Shrestha.

Pakistan: Prime Minister Sharif wins vote of

confidence

(lm) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif won a

vote of confidence from Parliament on April 27, in a

major victory for the country’s governing coalition amid

persistent attempts by the opposition Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) to force early elections.

Sharif was able to secure 180 votes, eight more than

needed to achieve a simple majority in the lower house

of the parliament. However, the vote outcome was not

a surprise since the PTI quit the National Assembly last

year after the ouster of its leader and then Prime

Minister Imran Khan in April last year.

The vote came three days after the government

vehemently denied reports that Sharif was planning to

seek a vote of confidence. But in a surprise move on

April 27, lawmakers gathered in the assembly hall in

the capital, Islamabad, where Foreign Minister Bilawal

Bhutto-Zardari, who is also the leader of his Pakistan

People’s Party, moved a resolution for the vote. [Al

Jazeera] [Bloomberg]

Pakistan: Supreme Court urges government,

opposition PTI to negotiate over Punjab

election date

(lm) The chief justice of Pakistan’s Supreme Court has

urged the government and the country’s opposition

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) to negotiate over the

election date in Punjab province.
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PTI leader and Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran

Khan in January dissolved the local assemblies of

Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces, which

were both under his party’s control, in a political

maneuver aimed at pushing the federal government to

hold snap elections [see AiR No. 3, January/2023, 3].

Pakistan’s constitution requires elections to be held

within 90 days upon the dissolution of an assembly;

traditionally, national and provincial elections happen

at the same time.

After a prolonged legal battle and back-and-forth on

dates, the Supreme Court on April 4 announced that

the provincial elections in Punjab must take place on

May 14 [see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]. However, the

federal government has continued insisting that the

elections must be held on the same date, citing what it

said were the shortage of financial resources and the

country’s deteriorating security situation [see AiR No.

16, April/2023, 3].

In an attempt to break a lingering stalemate over the

election date, the PTI and Prime Minister Sharif

separately confirmed on April 27 that negotiating

teams of both sides will hold talks, with the main

agenda being to ensure elections will be held on the

same day. According to local media reports, the next

round of talks has been scheduled for May 4. [Dawn]

Pakistan: Chinese national accused of

blasphemy granted bail

(kk/lm) A Chinese national who was arrested in

Pakistan’s northwest on charges of blasphemy has

been released from a high-security prison after he filed

a surety bond of USD 700. [South China Morning Post]

The latest development comes weeks after the Chinese

national, who worked on the Dasu Hydropower Project

was detained after hundreds of residents and laborers

blocked a key highway and demanded his arrest [see

AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3]. They alleged that the

Chinese made blasphemous remarks, a charge the

man denied during his appearance before the court

[see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4].

Sri Lanka: Parliament passes resolution for IMF

bailout arrangement

(ns) Sri Lanka’s Parliament voted in favor on April 28 of

an agreement reached between the island nation and

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) following a

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-hu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-kl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-kr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-ky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-kj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-kt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-ki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-ki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-kd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-kh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-kk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-ku/


three-day debate. 25 lawmakers voted against the

program implementation. [Colombo Page]

In March, the IMF approved a USD 2.9 billion Extended

Fund Facility arrangement to support Sri Lanka as it

addresses its worst economic crisis since

independence. The 48-month bailout will provide a

much-needed injection of capital to fund essential

imports and provide policy space for the Sri Lankan

government to stimulate economic growth and

facilitate structural reforms. At the same time,

however, the deal comes with strict conditionalities for

structural economic reform that are supposed to

ensure macroeconomic stability for the country.

Sri Lanka: Cabinets of Ministers approves

amendments to 1985 Foreign Employment Act 

(ns) Sri Lanka’s Cabinet of Ministers has approved

amendment of the Sri Lankan Bureau of Foreign

Employment (SLBFE) Act No. 21 of 1985. The

committee ordered to allocate a legal professional to

prepare the draft Amendment Bill.

SLBFE regulations are crucial to the Island State’s

economy because it is one of the essential sources of

state income. The Act regulates recruitment,

placement, and welfare provisions for overseas

workers. The changes should make the regulations

better adapted to the changing global employment

landscape and address recent challenges that took

place with Sri Lankans working abroad in recent years.

[News Cutter]

Sri Lanka: Bar Association requests changes to

proposed Anti-Terrorism Bill

(ns) A special committee of the Bar Association of Sri

Lanka (BASL) has reviewed a recent proposal of the

Anti-Terrorism Bill and found that 17 particular

provisions infringe upon the foundations of the

criminal justice system and discriminate against certain

legal rights of Sri Lankan citizens. The BASL will present

recommendations to the Ministry of Justice and other

stakeholders accountable for the statute.

The clauses in the new Bill do not align with Chapter III

of the Sri Lankan constitution, which ensures

fundamental rights to freedom of speech, assembly,

association, occupation, and movement. The Bar

Association expressed its willingness to challenge the
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Bill legally if the legislation is placed in order paper

before the Parliament in the current form. [The Island]

Sri Lanka: Journalists unable to identify bribery

accused in X-Press Pearl case

(ns) Sri Lanka’s Justice Minister Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe

revealed the name of the person that allegedly was

given a bribe of USD 250 million to delay lawsuits from

the Sri Lankan government over the X-Press Pearl, a

cargo ship carrying chemicals that caught fire off the

coast of Sri Lanka in 2021 - leaving in its wake an

environmental disaster. The announcement was

deliberately picked up by the journalists, who found no

information about such a person after a thorough

investigation.

The justice minister last month has asked the country’s

Inspector-General of Police to probe bribery

allegations in relation to the X-Press Pearl case, after it

transpired that the expert committee tasked with

assessing damages to the environment and other

damages hadn’t been able to visit the location of the

ship disaster - nearly two years after the incident. [AiR

No. 16, April/2023, 3]

In related developments, Rajapakshe in a speech in

Parliament on April 25 confirmed that the Department

of the Attorney General had filed legal action before

Singapore’s International Commercial Courts (SICC) to

claim compensation for the extensive environmental

damage, which an expert committee in January

estimated at USD 6.4 billion.

The decision to file a lawsuit in Singapore for

compensation nearly two years after the maritime

disaster has been criticized by environmental activists

who say it waited too long and would have stood a

better chance of adequate compensation had the

lawsuit been filed in Sri Lanka. Maritime rules require a

claim for compensation to be filed within two years of

the occurrence of the accident; The Singapore-flagged

X-Press Pearl caught fire in Sri Lankan waters on May

20, 2021, and sank several days later. [Mongabay]

Separately, the opposition Sri Lanka Podujana

Peramuna (SLPP) party held a meeting on April 24,

during which members questioned Foreign Minister Ali

Sabry on the circumstances of the X-Press Pearl

container sinkage, as he was the Justice Minister when

the incident took place in June 2021. The SLPP urged

Sabry to reveal the details of the case, as the current

situation substantially damages the reputation of the

party. [Daily Mirror 1] [Daily Mirror 2]
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Sri Lanka: President expects to achieve

resolution over ongoing ethnic conflict by end

of year

(ns) On May 1, Sri Lankan President Ranil

Wickremesinghe addressed the commemoration day

of the ruling United National Party, with the theme of

his speech focusing on the issue of the ongoing ethnic

conflict. The president anticipates reaching a

resolution agreement by the end of the year, in

accordance with International Monetary Fund bailout

conditions. [ThePrint]
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Cambodia: Workers assemble for "Gathering

Labor and Civil Rights" on Labor Day in Phnom

Penh

(ns) On May 1, approximately 200 Cambodian workers

from various sectors come together in front of the

National Assembly with the slogan “Gathering Labor

Rights and Civil Rights.” The group represented

garment, hotel, service, and construction employees.

The Cambodian Alliance of Trade Union (CATU)

President announced that the group asks employers to

respect the rights of workers and stop countering the

formation of unions.

According to Cambodian Labor Law, workers can strike

when the Arbitration Council allows the assembly.

CATU President noted that this creates obstacles for
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the legal congregation, as the civil complaints seldom

reach the Council.

The labor employees gathered to submit a petition

urging the government to provide sufficient wages for

workers, release NagaWorld union conveners, and

ratify the International Labor Organization conventions

on “Maternity Protection” and “Decent Work for

Domestic Workers.” The National Assembly officials

accepted the joint statement.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister of Cambodia Hun Sen

made a public statement urging foreign states to

abstain from the internationalization of the NagaWorld

workers’ longstanding demonstrations. He said that

since 100 unemployed citizens managed to keep

striking for more than a year, the government has

concerns over the foreign funding of the persistent

demonstrations. He also argued that the majority of

protesters received a mediation response from the

Ministry of Labor and Vocational Training.

[Cambodianess], [Office of Cambodian Prime Minister

– Twitter]

Cambodia receives proposals from foreign

journalists to establish a press council

(ns) On April 21, the Club of Cambodian Journalists

(CCJ) held a forum attended by many foreign and local

journalists. International correspondents urged

Cambodia to establish a press council in foresight of

changing media landscape with the online and social

network environments becoming dominant media

sources. Approximately 60 media outlets agreed to

establish a Press Council with the CCJ, acting as a

facilitator and consultant with the essential

stakeholders to examine whether it would be possible. 

While Thailand, Indonesia, Myanmar, and Timor–Leste

have press councils, Southeast Asian countries are

often criticized for violating the journalists’ code of

ethics.

A senior journalist for the Thai Rath Daily says that it

may be late for Cambodia to establish a press council,

but the code of ethics can be effective in protecting the

freedom of expression and professional journalism. He

notes that the critical question to this proposal is

whether the government should regulate the code of

conduct, and the views on this matter are split. A

Former Agence France Presse journalist argued that it

is not late for Cambodia to establish a press council,

and that setting it up now may help address issues
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encountered by small media organizations or

independent journalists. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Hun Sen considers commune chief

post after stepping down as the Prime Minister

(ns) On April 25, Cambodian leader Hun Sen

announced that he may consider standing for a

commune chief post in the 2027 Commune election

after he steps down as the Prime Minister.

He  proposed this idea during his speech at the

National Institute of Education graduation ceremony,

noting that his plans to move forward with the idea

depend on whether he will resign as Prime Minister.

[Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Prime Minister and association of

tycoons form union ahead of July national

elections

(ns) A group of Cambodian major asset holders bearing

the title of “okhna” or “lords” in the local society joined

their hands in a formal union to promote their

interests ahead of the July national elections.

Traditionally, the State credits such titles to the

individuals who donate or invest in supporting the

Kingdom. Despite controversial allegations of land-

grabbing and corruption associated with various

influential business figures across prominent

industries, the ruling part granted these titles to some

of these people.

The new association includes 32 notable okhnas.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen met with the

association in April and agreed to be its honorary

president. The Chip Mong and LYP Group owners are

among the members of the new union of tycoons. The

US government sanctioned one of the tycoons for

illegal logging in 2019.

The spokesperson of the union said the association

has a goal of consolidating efforts around foreign

investment and philanthropy. The association also

expressed interest in supporting social work, charity,

and national economic development in Cambodia to

counter the negative public perception of some

okhnas.

Okhna families have certain social privileges that allow

some of them to commit unlawful acts that would
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require legal action in most cases. [Nikkei Asia],

[Cambodia Daily]

Cambodia: Ruling party reinforces attacks on

the opposition members amid July elections, –

Human Rights Watch

(ns) On April 24, Human Rights Watch (HRW) made a

press release accusing the Cambodian government of

reinforcing its attacks on the political opposition

members ahead of the July national elections. The

human rights organization demands the Cambodian

government stop the violent rhetoric against political

activists and prosecute those responsible for the

recent harassment and detention of the oppositional

Candle Light party members. HRW urges business

partners of Cambodia to call on the ruling party to

release the activists and remove the barriers to

political participation.

The HRW Deputy Asia Director criticized the leader of

the ruling party for using threats, arrests, and assaults

to dismantle opponent political unions.

After Hun Sen gave a public speech warning the

opposition of the risks associated with the critique of

the state government on January 9, the organization

reported seven documented acts of violence against 6

opposition party members. HRW also highlights

concerns of the United Nations High Commissioner,

who made a statement on the safety of the political

environment in Cambodia on March 7. His conclusion

acknowledged the ongoing suppression of human

rights activists, independent media, and political

opposition. [Human Rights Watch]

Cambodia: Hun Sen urges forming

accommodation for teachers in the new schools

to attract qualified candidates

(ns) On April 25, Cambodian leader Hun Sen presided

over the National Institute of Education graduation

ceremony, where he suggested that new schools

should be built with accommodation for teachers. The

idea proposed to the provincial governors aims to

attract great candidates by providing dormitories as a

part of the work contract.

UNESCO reports that accommodation shortage is the

primary reason for a shortage of teachers in provincial

Cambodia. 
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The Prime Minister announced that the government

took steps to make the training of teachers more

effective. The message conveyed by him on attracting

teachers referred primarily to the remote and hard-to-

reach communes. Such measures will give teachers

more opportunities to focus on employment duties

without a need to consider additional factors of

potential circumstances. Practical issues encountered

by teachers sometimes lead to a decline in educational

standards. [Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: 40 houses in Kandal province suffer

substantial damage from long-standing sand

dredging venture 

(ns) On April 25, the Cambodian Journalists Alliance

Association published a picture of the ferry carrying

sand on the background of the collapsed houses in the

Kandal Province, where sand dredging practices have

been widespread for the last several years.

The publication reports that the phenomenon affected

40 houses and 21 families, and that 2 houses collapsed

into the river completely. The Kandal Provincial

Disaster Management Secretariat states that the

collapse of the buildings resulted from people building

their homes too close to the river banks, thus adding

pressure on it.

On the contrary, independent reporters suggest that

sand dredging is causing the collapse of residential

areas.

Yet, the official report omits this factor, since

Cambodian elites benefit from the venture. Residents

didn’t directly report that dredging caused the

disruption of their houses yet observed the routine

landscape of the ferries carrying sand down the rivers

in Kandal communes.

In 2022, the Ministry of Mines and Energy issued 49

active sand mining licenses for 2,320 hectares of the

Mekong and Bassac rivers. [Camboja News]

Indonesia: Ruling coalition Golkar party

rekindles ties with opposition amid sign of

cracks in alliance

(lm) The Golkar party, the second-largest party in

Indonesia’s Parliament and a member of the coalition

government, has rekindled ties with an erstwhile ally

from the opposition bloc as signs of cracks within
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ruling alliance began to emerge after one of the

partners nominated Ganjar Pranowo as its presidential

candidate for the 2024 elections.

Golkar chair Airlangga Hartarto and several party

executives visited former Indonesian President and

opposition Democratic Party's founder Susilo Bambang

Yudhoyono on April 29 in his private residence in West

Java province. Yudhoyono's two sons, Democratic Party

chief Agus Harimurti and deputy chief Edhi Baskoro

were present at the meeting. [The Jakarta Post]

The meeting comes after the Indonesian Democratic

Party of Struggle, the main party in the ruling coalition

government, declared Central Java Governor Ganjar

Pranowo as its presidential candidate for the 2024

general election, paving the way for the country to

have a three-way presidential race [see AiR No. 17,

April/2023, 4]. Besides Ganjar, incumbent Defense

Minister and ex-special forces general Prabowo

Subianto, and former Jakarta Governor Anies

Baswedan have so far been endorsed as candidates.

Airlangga, himself a potential presidential candidate,

needs to rebuild a strong foundation due to the

prospect of the three-party United Indonesia Coalition

(KIB) comprising Golkar, United Development Part

(PPP), and National Mandate Party (PAN) coming to a

premature end. Already, the PPP has announced its

support for Ganjar [see article below]; therefore, if the

PAN also throws its weight behind the Central Java

governor, Airlangga’s presidential aspirations will

become history. [Jakarta Globe]

Indonesia: United Development Party backs

Central Java Governor Ganjar for 2024

presidential race

(fb/lm) The United Development Part (PPP), an Islam-

based political party and a junior partner in the ruling

coalition government, has officially nominated

Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P)

politician Ganjar Pranowo as its presidential candidate

for the 2024 election, paving the way for an electoral

alliance between the Islamic party and the nation’s

largest nationalist party. [The Jakarta Post]

The PDI-P late last month declared Central Java

Governor Ganjar Pranowo as its presidential candidate

for the 2024 general election, thereby paving the way

for Southeast Asia’s largest democracy to have a three-

way presidential race that will be held concurrently

with the legislative election in February [see AiR No. 17,

April/2023, 4]. The PPP’s decision to support Ganjar
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follows its national leadership meeting held in

Yogyakarta from April 25-27, at which most

representatives of the party’s provincial branches

expressed support for the PDI-P politician.

The PPP is reportedly seeking to pair Ganjar with

incumbent Tourism and Creative Economy Minister

Sandiaga Uno, who recently left the Gerindra party and

is rumored to be planning to join the PPP. Crucially,

however, the PDI-P is the only out of nine political

parties that controls at least 20 percent of the 575

national Parliament seats, meaning it does not have to

join hands with any party to field a pair of presidential

and vice-presidential candidates.

Malaysia: Opposition questions prime

minister’s motive for holding Eid al-Fitr

gatherings in six states facing polls

(lm) Malaysia’s opposition Perikatan Nasional (PN)

alliance on April 26 raised concerns over the federal

government’s decision to hold Eid al-Fitr (Holiday of

Breaking the Fast) events in six states that are

expected to hold elections within the next few months.

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has said he will host the

gatherings in Kelantan, Terengganu, Kedah, Penang,

Selangor and Negeri Sembilan between April 29 and

May 14. [The Straits Times]

Crucially, this comes after a top leader of the

opposition Parti Islam SeMalaysia (PAS) said that the

dissolution of state assemblies for all the six states is

expected to take place in stages in June, based on an

understanding between the six state governments had

reached in February. Kelantan, Terengganu and Kedah

are all led by PAS – a key component of the PN; the

other three states are led by Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim’s Pakatan Harapan (PH) coalition.

Malaysia: NGO coalition pushes to expedite

human resources minister’s corruption

investigations

(ldm) The Coalition for Clean and Fair Elections

(Bersih), an alliance of non-governmental organizations

in Malaysia, has called on the country’s anti-corruption

commission (MACC) and the Attorney General’s

Chambers (AGC) to speed up their investigation into

the conduct of Human Resources Minister V.

Sivakumar. [FMT] [Malay Mail]
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The call follows the arrests of two of Sivakumar’s aides

for suspected abuse involving foreign worker

recruitment. The MACC subsequently raided the

minister’s office and home, but did not discover any

evidence linked to the investigation [see AiR No. 16,

April/2023, 3].

Sivakumar however, has insisted that he will not resign

amid the ongoing investigation, despite being urged to

do so by his own party’s members. In light of this,

some analysts have said that this will cause a liability to

the federal government in the upcoming state

elections. [FMT2] [FMT3]

Malaysia: Ex-Premier Yayasan Albukhary’s tax

exemption sparks controversy

(ldm/lm) Former Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin

Yassin has claimed that he received a letter from the

founder of the Albukhary Foundation, a non-profit

charity that focuses on social development, appealing

against the Inland Revenue Board's decision to

discontinue the foundation’s tax exemption during Lim

Guan Eng’s tenure as finance minister. [Malay Mail]

The controversy began to unfold earlier this year when

Muhyiddin claimed that Lim, who served as finance

minister from 2018 to 2020, had revoked the

foundation’s tax-exempt status. In response to the

allegations, Lim threatened to sue Muhyiddin for his

statement, which he termed seditious.

Against this backdrop, Muhyiddin maintains that his

statements were a matter of public interest and that

he has a "legitimate social and moral interest" in

conveying the information to the public. [NST] [The

Edge Markets]

Malaysia: MACC implements anti-corruption

programs

(ldm) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

(MACC) has launched targeted programs throughout

the country this year, aimed at preventing corruption

in government procurement, public funds/government

allocations and enforcement sectors. The programmes

have covered various areas such as cartels, leakage of

government funds, violations of the law and

inefficiencies in government revenue collection. The

MACC has spread the anti-corruption message through

formal and informal education in public and private
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higher education institutions, primary and secondary

schools, and communities. 

According to the 2022 MACC Anti-Corruption

Programme Effectiveness Evaluation Survey, 92.9% of

respondents gave very positive feedback, and 93.8% of

respondents felt that all anti-corruption actions carried

out by the MACC were very effective. MACC will also be

introducing a Malaysian Corruption Survey (MaCos) in

collaboration with the Statistics Department Malaysia

(DOSM). [MKini] [The Star] [The Star 2]

Malaysia: Dry Season Mitigation Plan activated

in Sarawak state

(jl) As Malaysia’s Sarawak state faces an increased in

high temperature days, relevant stakeholders have

come together to issue a “dry season mitigation plan”

which includes introduction of water collection areas.

The mitigation plan will be periodically updated and

made public to ensure the state is prepared for hotter

months. [The Star]

Malaysia: Introduction of the National Energy

Transition Roadmap expected for June 30

(jl) Malaysia’s Economy Ministry, has announced that it

expects to introduce the country’s National Energy

Transition Roadmap by June 30. The roadmap is hoped

to generate more investment in the country’s

renewable energy sector, specifically among small to

medium-sized firms.

This is followed by a recent interview conducted by

Tengku Zafrul Aziz, Malaysia’s current International

Trade and Industry Minister, that claims ‘Malaysia is

back on the global investors’ radar screen. And we

have had good productive discussions with both

investors and companies from China and the

US.’ [Bernama] [The Star] [CNBC]

Malaysia: AKPK customers’ information

published on dark web

(ldm) A Malaysian credit counseling and debt

management agency, the Agensi Kaunseling dan

Pengurusan Kredit (AKPK), has disclosed that personal

information, including names and national registration

identity card numbers of around 20 of its customers,

have been published on the dark web. The agency has
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warned that cybercriminals may publish more

information and that it is working with law

enforcement and other relevant authorities, including

CyberSecurity Malaysia, to investigate the breach.

[FMT] [Malay Mail] [MKini]

Malaysia: Human Resources Ministry to

recognize workers’ unions

(ldm) Human Resources Minister Sivakumar has

announced that the government is working on

amending the processes to recognize workers’ unions.

Since there are employers who refuse to acknowledge

unions in their companies [MKini], amending the

process allows for workers to have a better chance at

fighting for their rights. The government is also

studying several issues, including pension for the

private sector, employment guarantee, workers' health

scheme, and foreign workers' welfare. In addition, the

government will cooperate with employers to provide

opportunities for workers to enhance their careers or

education through training and courses, as well as

introduce policies and laws to ensure workers' welfare,

safety, and rights are protected. In the meantime, the

ministry hopes that employers respect workers’ rights

and provide them a safe working environment. [Malay

Mail] 

The Malaysian Employers Federation (MEF) has ALSO

called for employees to ensure their salaries and

benefits are in line with market rates, and for

employers to provide a safe and healthy workplace,

well-trained employees, and a career progression

structure. According to the MEF, there should be no

discrimination and all employees should be treated

fairly, rewarded based on merit, and recognised as

important assets for companies and nation-building.

[NST]

Malaysia: Cabinet to discuss increasing

employers’ contribution to the Employees

Provident Fund (EPF)

(ldm) The Malaysian Cabinet will discuss a proposal to

increase employers' contribution to the Employees

Provident Fund (EPF), according to Prime Minister

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim. Several unions have

demanded this increase to boost employees'

retirement funds. The Uni Malaysia Labour Centre

(Uni-MLC) has urged the government to increase the

employers' EPF contribution to 20% from the current

13% for those earning USD 900 and below to ensure
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that contributors have sufficient savings in their EPF

accounts upon retirement. The government will make

a decision after considering the policy's impact on both

employers and the government. [FMT] [Malay Mail]

Philippines: Workers incensed due to Marcos

absence on Labour Day

(lm) Philippine President Marcos Jr. signed an executive

order in observance of Labor Day on May 1 that lays

the groundwork for the formation of an inter-agency

commission to handle labor matters. However,

stakeholders and workers have not been involved in

the committee's creation. In light of this, the president

of the trade union federation sharply criticized Marcos

Jr., accusing him of not taking an interest in the

concerns of domestic workers. [Philstar]

Singapore: ‘Kindness’ policies to induce more

positivity in city state

(sfa) Singapore’s Health Minister Ong Ye Kung recently

gave a speech at the inaugural National Kindness

Conference, urging for a need to create policies that

encourage kind acts. He recognised the value of being

kind to one another in order to create a positive

environment. This is especially important during times

of crisis to overcome challenges. He therefore asserted

that being kind starts with adopting the right mindset.

He cited two policies that Singapore has implemented

to further support this proposal. One of which is

returning food trays after meals at several public food

places, and the other is Singapore’s “digital-first”

approach to payment which considers those who have

yet to embrace cashless payment. He also updated on

another policy which protects healthcare workers from

abuse and harassment.  [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Government questioned on using

Israeli-made spyware

(sfa) An academic research lab based at the University

of Toronto had recently released a report which

studied the abuse of digital technologies. One of these

technologies is a spyware run by an Israeli-based firm

called QuaDream which targets journalist and

dissidents. The spyware, which had already targeted at

least five people belonging to these two groups, was
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also suspected of running its operations in several

countries including Singapore.

Singapore did not respond to this claim but had firmly

stated its position about not discussing its practices of

safeguarding national security. It was also reported

that QuaDream has shut down its operations due to

several factors which includes stricter regulations by

the Israeli government. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Debate on opposition party’s stance

on taxation, affordable housing

(sfa/lm) A fresh war of words has broken out between

Singapore’s ruling People’s Action Party (PAP) and the

city state’s main opposition Workers’ Party (WP) over

the latter’s change in stance over the years in relation

to the Goods and Services Tax (GST), a value added tax

levied on most supplies of goods and services. At the

heart of the matter is whether a political party should

make it clear publicly when changing its position on

policy issues and what a responsible party should do in

Singapore’s democracy.

The matter was brought to light after a reply from the

WP to the PAP about accepting the GST at 7 percent

since 2018, but had not made an official

announcement about their position since then. This

includes a collaborated report with the opposition

commenting on Singapore’s housing market. The PAP

therefore urged the opposition “to be honest and

forthright about its views and positions”. [Channel

News Asia]

In its statement issued on April 26, the WP questioned

the timing of the government’s decision to bring up the

issue, noting that the ruling PAP could have raised it in

2018 or anytime since, including the latest budget

session.

Thailand: Exiled former Prime Minister Thaksin

to return

(aj) Based in the United Arab Emirates, self-exiled

former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra declared on

Twitter that he is willing to serve his two-year sentence

in order to return to Thailand. Thaksin’s

announcement follows the birth of his seventh

grandchild, Prutthasin ‘Thasin’ Sooksawas, on May 1 –

two weeks before the election – by his youngest

daughter and prime ministerial candidate for the Pheu

Thai Party (PTP), Paetongtarn ‘Ung-Ing’ Shinawatra.
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The political Shinawatra family has played a prominent

role in Thai politics since Thaksin’s election to

premiership in 2001 and his sister, Yingluck

Shinawatra, came into power in 2011. Both siblings

were ousted from power, respectively, in 2006 and

2014 by military-led coups. 

The Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for Holders of

Political Positions has been on the lookout for Thaksin

who left Thailand in October 2008. Under the National

Counter Corruption Act, Thaksin is being charged for

abusing his authority involving the auction of state-

owned land in Bangkok to his then-wife, Khunying

Potjaman. [Bangkok Post] [Straits Times]

Thailand: Progressive party leader targeted for

2006 coup comments

(lm) The leader of Thailand’s progressive Move Forward

Party, Pita Limjaroenrat, has come forward to defend

himself after a well-known conservative activist asked

the country’s Election Commission (EC) to investigate

comments the party leader made about the military

and his personal experiences during the 2006 military

coup.

In an April 20 television interview Pita said he missed

his father’s funeral as he had been detained by officers

after returning to the country from the United States

during the coup that overthrew the government of

then-Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra in September

2006.

Srisuwan Janya, Secretary-General of a political group

called the Association to Protect the Thai Constitution,

said the statement was part of an attempt to defame

the military and raise the party’s popularity before the

May 14 general elections. Srisuwan filed a complaint

with the EC on April 28, seeking an investigation of Pita

for allegedly violating Section 73(5) of the Constitution

by attempting to mislead the public.

Meanwhile, a former Air Marshal who claims to have

been a friend of Pita’s father, said that he saw Pita on

the first day of the funeral, adding that the Move

Forward leader made contradictory statements about

the reason he almost missed the funeral. He also

accused Pita of lying about having difficulty finding

money to pay for his father’s funeral, as the family is

quite wealthy. [Siam Rath, in Thai]

Against this backdrop, Pita in a statement issued on

April 27 said he never expected that he would have to

explain such a painful experience as the sudden loss of
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his father. Displaying pictures of the funeral, Pita said

he missed the first four days, but did attend the

funeral for the remaining three, hence, what he said in

two separate interviews were not contradictory.

[Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS]

Thailand: Defense minister faces criticism for

using conscripts as servants

(lm) Thailand’s national human rights commission

(NHRC) has said using conscripts as servants by senior

commissioned officers and their families is a human

rights violation and called on the country’s defense

ministry to eliminate the practice within 90 days.

According to a 1912 defense ministry ministerial

regulation, commissioned officers can appoint

conscripted men to serve them and their families,

specifically for household affairs. However, the

ministry’s 2008 Public Administration Act eliminated

the use of servant conscripts. Instead, the act enables

the army to deploy conscripts for duties such as

administration, sanitation and other affairs concerning

retired army officials. 

The NHRC says the defense ministerial regulations

created an ambiguity allowing senior officials to call in

conscripts for their personal affairs. What is more,

some of them have abused conscripts mentally and

physically. In light of this, the NHRC has called on the

defense ministry to scrap the 1912 clause and endorse

the new protocol.

Thailand: Election Commission cannot process

government’s subsidies plans

(lm) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) cannot

proceed with a subsidy plan by the government after

the Secretariat of the Cabinet failed to inform the

Cabinet of the resolution that approved the allocation

of around USD 320,000. As per Section 169 of the

constitution, any budget allocation for emergencies

approved by an outgoing cabinet after a House

dissolution must be endorsed by the EC.

Under the plan, subsidies to lower electricity bills for

households that consume less than 300 units per

month would have been extended for another four

months from May until August. About USD 220,000

would be drawn from the 2023 budget for emergency

purposes to finance the plan, which would have
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benefited 18.36 million households, according to

estimates.

Thailand: Eastern Economic Corridor office to

expedite five key projects; focus on e-services

(lm) The governing body of Thailand’s Eastern

Economic Corridor (EEC) development project is fast-

tracking five key investment projects, with a major

focus on e-services.

The EEC is an area-based development initiative,

aiming to revitalize Thailand’s Eastern Seaboard

comprising Rayong, Chonburi and Chachoengsao

provinces. The project features two special economic

zones in which the business and trade laws will likely

be different from the rest of the country to encourage

businesses to set up.

Thailand: Companies make moves to comply

with new EU trade laws

(lm) Nestlé, the world's largest food and beverage

company, is piloting the use of satellites to monitor

reforestation projects in Thailand’s southern Ranong

and Chumphon provinces, against the larger backdrop

of a new European Union law banning imports of

commodities linked to deforestation.

Last month, the European Parliament approved a

landmark law, the so-called European Union

Deforestation-Free Products Regulation (EUDR), that

will require EU-based companies to ensure that their

imports and exports are “deforestation-free” and

uphold human rights. The law, which will come into

force later this year, will apply to soy, beef, palm oil,

wood, cocoa, coffee, rubber, charcoal, and derived

products including leather, chocolate and furniture.

In light of this, Malaysia recently called the EUDR a

“deliberate effort” to increase costs and barriers for the

Southeast Asian nation’s palm oil sector – a key source

of export revenue for the country. He said the

regulation will negatively impact over 450,000

smallholders who cannot meet compliance costs. [AiR

No. 17, April/2023, 4]

A meeting between Thai officials and an EU delegation

led by the EU Directorate-General for the Environment 

held last month focused on capacity building in the

Thai private sector, particularly among smallholder
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farms, to meet the standards of the EU’s new

regulation. [AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3] 

Thailand: Poll agency sets spending limits on

pre-election campaigning

(aj)  The Election Commission (EC) announced

campaign spending limits for constituency candidates

and political parties for pre-election campaigning. 

There are two scenarios that dictate spending, if the

House completes its four-year term or the House is

dissolved before the expiration of its tenure. For the

former case in the 180 days before the election date,

constituency candidates can only spend up to USD

205,000 and for parties, USD 4.8 million. Should the

House dissolve before its four-year term is up, then

candidates have a ceiling of USD 55,000 and each party

has a maximum budget of USD 1.3 million. [Thai PBS

World]

Thailand: Election Commission takes measures

against election fraud

(aj) To ensure the democratic integrity of the upcoming

poll, the Election Commission will coordinate multi-

agency efforts to counter corruption and have already

established 128 investigative committees, 88

intelligence and information teams, and 400 rapid

response teams to investigate reports of election

fraud. The rapid response teams will be in operation

across Thailand with the power to detain and arrest

violators and a hotline to the EC has been set up for

the public to report any incidents of election fraud.

[Pattaya Mail]

The main opposition Pheu Thai Party (PTP) also opened

its own Election Fraud Protection Center for voting

fraud detection and to ensure that the EC upholds its

responsibilities and maintains its transparency. After

the EC’s announcement in February to scrap real time

reports of votes, civil society groups have taken it upon

themselves to monitor the vote and ensure the

democratic integrity of the May 14 election [see AiR No.

10, March/2023, 1]. 

PTP reported that the EC has been mishandling

advance voting for overseas voters and confusing

voters with mismatched election information packets.

The opposition party is also questioning the EC on its

storage and handling of seven million extra ballots,
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which the EC printed to make certain that each polling

venue has enough ballots. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Parties discuss plans for foreign policy

(aj) Although parties primarily focused on domestic

policy in the run-up to the election, namely campaign

promises to economically uplift the Thai population

through populist schemes, parties have paid less to

campaign platforms pertaining to Thailand’s foreign

policy. Thailand’s top political parties largely share the

consensus of maintaining Thai neutrality in geopolitics,

but differ in their approach towards ties with China.

The Democrat Party, Move Forward Party (MFP), and

Thai Sang Thai Party (TST) agree that relations with

China, especially in trade, are beneficial but emphasize

the need for Thailand to strengthen ties with other

countries beyond China. Popular main opposition

party, Pheu Thai (PTP), believes the country’s presence

has been declining and Thailand should assert itself as

a key geopolitical player, particularly against the

backdrop of rising US-China tensions, Russia-Ukraine

War, and warming relations with the EU. The

incumbent Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) also stated

that Thailand needs to be a neutral player between the

US and China. [The Nation Thailand]

Thailand: UTNP vows to boost welfare spending;

Pheu Thai campaigns in the south

(aj) Parties have made additional campaign

commitments to capture voters as the elections draw

near, largely focusing on economics and populist

policies. For previous stories on campaign pledges, see

AiR No. 7, February/2023, 2, AiR No. 9, February/2023,

4, AiR No. 10, March/2023, 1, AiR No. 11, March/2023,

2, AiR No. 12, March/2023, 3, AiR No. 13, March/2023,

4, and AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4.

Caretaker Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha’s party,

the United Thai Nation Party (UTNP), promised to

improve living standards for Thais by increasing

monthly benefits from USD 9 to USD 30 and providing

a USD 877 million emergency fund. UTNP also made a

commitment to work towards more inclusive and

sustainable economic growth. [Bangkok Post 1]

During a visit to Thai rubber farmers in the country’s

south, Srettha Thavisin – PTP party advisor and

premier candidate – vowed to increase

competitiveness of Thai rubber products. Srettha, well-
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known in Thailand’s business community, promised to

build infrastructure and storage facilities to optimize

Thai rubber production and to secure new markets for

Thai rubber, such as in sub-saharan Africa or the

Middle East. [Bangkok Post 2]

MFP, Thailand’s reformist opposition party, presented

a 100-day roadmap of the party’s plans for the next

government. The roadmap details how MFP will fulfill

the 300 campaign promises the party has made over

the course of election season, which range from a

marriage equality bill to an overhaul of the

bureaucratic structure to scrapping military

conscription. [Bangkok Post 3] [Facebook, in Thai]

Thailand: EU delegation discuss post-election

plans with BJT

(aj) Seventeen diplomats representing thirteen

European Union (EU) member-states met with

Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) party leader and prime

ministerial candidate Anutin Charnvirakul to discuss

the party’s plans for the laws pertaining to lese-

majeste and the next government. BJT is one of

Thailand’s top parties and is expected to win at least 80

seats in the upcoming election on May 14 [see AiR No.

16, April/2023, 3].

In response to the questions of the EU delegation,

Anutin stated that his party is open to coalition-

building, but will not form alliances with parties that

seek to amend Section 112, the lese-majeste law. The

reformist opposition Move Forward Party (MFP) is the

only party, so far, to publicly announce their intent to

abolish lese-majeste. Although there was no explicit

reason stated for the EU envoys’ visit, Anutin believes

the delegation is seeking to meet with parties that will

be key in the election. [Bangkok Post]

For the past couple of years, the EU has been gradually

re-engaging with Thailand, resuming negotiations on a

free trade agreement with the country in March that

were put on hold following the 2014 military coup [see

AiR No. 12, March/2023, 3]. Some EU lawmakers have

expressed their doubts on whether the elections will

be free and fair, citing the 250-member upper house of

senators appointed by Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-

ocha who led the 2014 military takeover, and urge the

EU to place pressure on Thailand to respect and

uphold the outcome of the people’s vote [see AiR No.

17, April/2023, 4]. 

Thailand: Workers march for labor rights
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(aj) On International Labor Day, May 1, workers

marched in Thailand’s capital of Bangkok to advocate

for better pay and social security benefits.

Two separate groups of workers marched on the same

day. The first group was led by labor rights activists

Somyot Prueksakasemsuk and Thanaporn Wichian

pushing to raise the minimum daily wage from USD 10

to USD 10, implement a safety net for laid-off workers,

and improve labor conditions. Somyot and Thanaporn

led the marching group to the Government House, the

seat of the prime minister and cabinet. 

At Bangkok’s City Hall, the second workers group was

led by the Labor Congress of Thailand (LCT), a trade

union, advocating for transparency in the distribution

of social security, risk insurance for workers, and to

increase the pension payout from USD 90 to USD 150

per month. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Second Uyghur asylum seeker dies in

detention

(aj) A second Uyghur asylum seeker died in a Bangkok

immigration detention center on April 21. Mattohti

Mattursun died at age 40 of liver failure after being

detained for nine years in Suan Phlu Immigration

Detention Center. Aziz Abdullah was the first Uyghur to

die while in Thai detainment earlier this February. The

two asylum seekers were formerly a part of a larger

group of Uyghurs escaping persecution by the Chinese

Communist Party (CCP), China’s party-state

government, to seek refuge in Thailand in 2014.

In 2014, simmering tensions between Uyghurs – a

predominantly Muslim Turkic ethnic minority in

Western China – and the CCP led several waves of the

minority group to try and find safety in Thailand. All

Uyghur asylum seekers were detained by the Thai

state. Acting against international warnings that the

refugees may face persecution upon their return,

Thailand repatriated 109 Uyghur men and boys to

China in 2015. Another 170 Uyghur women and

children were permitted by Thailand to travel to

Türkiye, the destination country. The remaining 50

Uyghur men, including Mattursun and Abdullah, were

kept in Thailand’s immigration detention centers. 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) reports that it is well-

known that Thailand’s immigration detention centers

fail to follow international standards, citing the facilities

as overcrowded, unsanitary, and providing inadequate

levels of food and medical care. [Human Rights Watch]

[The New York Times]
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SCO defense ministers meet in New Delhi, sign

protocol on regional peace and security

(mk/lm) Defense ministers of the eight-member

Shanghai Cooperation Council (SCO) agreed that

terrorism must be condemned and eliminated during a

meeting in New Delhi on April 28. They also reached

consensus on several areas of cooperation, including

dealing with terrorism, security of vulnerable

populations, as well as Humanitarian Assistance and

Disaster Relief (HADR).

Host India had invited Belarus and Iran to participate

in the meeting. Except for Pakistan, which attended the

meeting virtually, all SCO members and the invited

observers took part in person.

Notably, bilateral friction points and regional

complexities prevented the defense ministers from

signing a joint statement, with differences in remarks

highlighting a notable divergence in policy priorities of

SCO member states.

India

While addressing the gathering on April 28, Indian

Defense Minister Rajnath Singh underlined that any

form of terrorist act or support towards it was a

heinous crime against humanity. Later, speaking to

reporters after the conclusion of the meeting, India’s

defense secretary emphasized that all member

countries were “unanimous in their statement that the

terrorism, in whatever form, shall be condemned and

controlled”. [The Hindu]
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These remarks can be construed as a thinly-veiled

reference at archrival and fellow SCO member

Pakistan, which, India alleges, sponsors terrorism in

the disputed Kashmir region.

China

Chinese Defence Minister Li Shangfu said his country

was willing to work with other SCO members to

implement the “Global Security Initiative”, a flagship

proposal that was first floated by Chinese President Xi

Jinping last April and lays out the core concepts and

principles regarding global peace and security [see AiR

No. 17, April/2022, 4]. Besides, Li asserted that Beijing

was ready to work with other member states to “build

a balanced, effective and sustainable security

architecture”.

Russia

Russia’s Defense Minister General Sergei Shoigu took a

blunt aim at the West for allegedly attempting to

integrate the emerging security architecture in the

Indian Ocean – comprising the four-member

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue and the trilateral

security pact between Australia, the United Kingdom,

and the United States (AUKUS) – with NATO.

Against this backdrop, the Russian minister

emphasized the need to strengthen SCO’s role as a key

pillar of the emerging multipolar international system,

one that promotes inter-state relations based on

principles of equality, mutual respect, and compliance

with international law. He also expressed his belief that

the SCO’s “independent policies” towards global and

regional security challenges could serve as a blueprint

for the international community.

Additionally, General Shoigu stated that NATO

countries should bear the primary responsibility for

post-war reconstruction in Afghanistan.

Next week, Pakistan's Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari will attend the SCOs foreign ministers meeting

on May 4-5 in the western Indian coastal state of Goa,

the first senior-level visit by a Pakistani official to the

neighboring archrival in seven years [see AiR No. 17,

April/2023, 4]. [The Hindu 1] [The Hindu 2] [WION]

[Press Release, Indian Ministry of Defence] [The Wire]

[Nikkei Asia]

ASEAN Summit in Labuan Bajo on May 10 and

11
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(fb) The 42nd ASEAN Summit, which will be held on

May 10 and 11, in Labuan Bajo is the first of two

summits that will take place in 2023 when Indonesia is

ASEAN's chairman. The ASEAN Leaders will debate

internal ASEAN matters as well as other significant

topics in and outside of the region during the inaugural

Summit in May. The ASEAN Leaders and ASEAN's

external partners will debate the growth and

strengthening of ASEAN cooperation with its external

partners during the 43rd ASEAN Summit scheduled for

September in Jakarta.

Other essential topics that will be covered is the

strengthening of ASEAN institutions, drafting the

ASEAN Post-2025 Vision, developments in Myanmar,

post-pandemic economic recovery and the

strengthening of the region's health architecture. [The

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia]

US, EU must engage with India, Indonesia, four

other ‘global swing states’, report says

(lm) India and Indonesia are among six member states

of an emerging bloc of “swing states” the European

Union and United States must engage more

meaningful with if they want to maintain influence on

the global stage, according to a new report by the

German Marshall Fund, a Washington-based think tank.

In addition to India and Indonesia, the authors of “The

New Geopolitics of Alliances: Rethinking Transatlantic

Engagement with Global ‘Swing States’” identify Brazil,

Saudi Arabia, South Africa and Turkey as states that

wield significant power on the world stage, but which

each have varying preferences for cooperation outside

the Western transatlantic alliance.

Notably, the authors recommend the West to foster

closer cooperation by focusing on specific policy areas

that are mutually advantageous, rather than

eschewing an "us or them" mentality that would force

countries to choose between two static poles.

[Deutsche Welle] [German Marshall Fund]

IMF delegation to visit Bangladesh to discuss

loan implementation strategies

(azl/lm) A delegation of the International Monetary

Fund (IMF) will visit Bangladesh to discuss

implementation strategies of a USD 4.7 billion support

program that the Washington-based lender approved

earlier this year. To this end, the delegation will meet
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officials from the Bangladesh Bank and discuss the

loan package along with some reform proposals.

In January, the IMF executive board approved funding

that includes USD 3.3 billion under the multilateral

lender’s Extended Credit Facility and Extended Fund

Facility programs and USD 1.4 billion under the new

Resilience and Sustainability Facility, which aims to

help vulnerable middle-income countries and island

states. As part of the programs, Bangladesh has

already received its first installment of USD 476.2

million USD. [La Prensa Latina]

Due to the Russia-Ukraine war, and the year-long

pandemic situation, Bangladesh’s economic condition

has been disturbed simultaneously. This has also led to

severe dollar crises, dropping forex reserves, increased

fuel prices, food price hikes, and record inflation.

World Bank provides USD 1.5 billion loan to

Bangladesh for inclusion and resilience

(az) To implement a new Country Partnership

Framework (CPF) for Bangladesh, the World Bank has

planned to finance the country with USD 1.25 billion.

From the whole loan package, USD 500 million will be

invested in Agricultural and Rural Transformation for

Nutrition, Entrepreneurship, and Resilience Program.

Another USD 500 million will be invested in the First

Green and Climate Resilient Development Credit,

which aims to create climate resilience for the country.

And the last 250 million USD will be invested in micro-

enterprise projects to tackle the rising pollution and

make the country more resource efficient. The fund's

main focus is to help create more jobs and inclusion in

the country as Bangladesh seeks to improve its current

economic condition. [The Siasat Daily]

Sri Lanka obtains the World Bank Development

Policy Financing Program subsidies

(ns) On April 24, the Sri Lankan Cabinet of Ministers

approved the Presidential proposal in his capacity of

the Finance Minister to carry out the World Bank

Development Policy Financing Program. The directive

will provide additional financial support to the

Extended Fund Facility from the International

Monetary Fund. The World Bank identified 3 specific

areas for the allocation of funds, including economic

governance transformation, growth and

competitiveness improvement, and protection of the
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poor and vulnerable. The government expects these

measures to strengthen economic stability after

recovery. [Daily FT]

UN expert warns about impending

humanitarian disaster in Rohingya refugee

camps in Bangladesh

Tom Andrews, Special Rapporteur on the situation of

human rights in Myanmar has raised alarms about an

impending humanitarian disaster in the Rohingya

refugee camps in Bangladesh. Speaking at the end of a

10-day official visit to Japan on April 28, Andrews said

that without immediate additional funding, a decision

to cut food rations by an additional 20 percent will be

made in the coming weeks, reducing daily food rations

to 27 cents per person. The cuts would also potentially

eliminate food rations completely for hundreds of

thousands. [UN News]

Bangladesh allows India to use prominent

Chittagong, Mongla ports permanently

(az) Bangladesh has allowed neighboring India to use

Chittagong and Mongla ports permanently to decrease

transport costs between the two countries and

increase regional connectivity. After the

announcement of Dhaka’s Indo-Pacific policy by

Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, the opening

of ports for India will significantly enhance the

cooperation between these two nations.

Signed by both countries in 2018, the deal was

finalized in the year 2019. The first shipment under the

deal started in 2020 between India and Bangladesh by

shipping goods through Kolkata and Chittagong port.

[Organiser]

Bangladesh army chief arrives in India to boost

defense ties

(mk) Bangladesh army chief SM Shafiuddin Ahmed

arrived in India on April 27 for a three-day visit. His visit

is focused on discussing the enhancement of India-

Bangladesh defense relations with India’s senior

military and civilian leadership. During his visit, he

called on India’s Chief of the Army staff Manoj Pande

and the two discussed issues pertaining to enhancing

and strengthening interoperability, training, anti-

terrorism collaboration, and overall bilateral
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cooperation as part of the comprehensive strategic

partnership between the two nations.

India and Bangladesh share historic ties of allyship and

cooperation that began with India’s support to

Bangladesh during the latter’s war for liberation from

Pakistan in 1971. Pande had visited Bangladesh in July

of 2022 when both sides vowed to expand their

military cooperation. [The Statesman]

Cambodia hosts the ASEAN–Russia Senior

Officials' Meeting in Siem Reap

(ns) On April 27–28, Cambodia held the 19th ASEAN–

Russia Senior Officials' Meeting (ARSOM) in Siem Reap.

The counterparts reviewed progress under the ASEAN–

Russia Comprehensive Action Plan (CPA) 2021–2025

and agreed on a commitment to the full

implementation of the remaining action plans.

Russia expressed an interest in the commemoration of

the 5th anniversary of the ASEAN–Russia strategic

partnership by proposing collaborations in countering

organized crime, micro-small-medium enterprises, and

education agendas. Cambodian Ministry of Foreign

Affairs § International Cooperation]

Cambodia and Türkiye meet to discuss

enhancing the military ties

(ns) On April 26, the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces

(RCAF) led by RCAF Commander-in-Chief met with the

Turkish Ambassador to Cambodia.

The two sides agreed to collaborate on defense

technology, counterterrorism, and peacekeeping

targets. The discussions also considered the

contemporary situation in Syria and the South China

Sea.

Türkiye offered to help Cambodia modernize its

military equipment, as it has some advanced

technologies, including unmanned aerial vehicles. The

two sides also affirmed plans to boost the military

relationship by providing increased training and

exchange programs. [The Diplomatic Insight]

Cambodia will establish its Embassy in the

Federative Republic of Brazil
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(ns) On April 28, Cambodian state-affiliated Agence

Kampuchea Presse (AKP) announced that the

Southeast Asian Kingdom will establish its Embassy in

Brasília, the Federative Republic of Brazil. A Head of

Mission with the rank of Ambassador Extraordinary

and Plenipotentiary will lead the new embassy, – while

diplomats, technical officers, and service workers are

yet to be determined to adapt the team to the

corresponding environment. [The Ministry of

Information – Cambodia]

China: Renminbi overtakes USD as most used

currency in China's cross-border transactions 

(ms) According to statistics from the Chinese State

Administration of Foreign Exchange (SAFE), in March

the Chinese yuan overtook the U.S. dollar as the most

widely used currency in Chinese cross-border

payments for the first time ever.

The key factor was the increase from February's USD

435 billion to a record USD 550 billion in both

payments made and payments received in the Chinese

currency in March, accounting for 48.4 percent of all

transfers in this period, overtaking the USD at 46.7

percent at the same time.

Although the share of yuani in the total volume of

global currency transactions is still rather small, at just

under 5 percent according to the Society for

Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication

(SWIFT), especially compared to the USD at almost 84

percent, it is rising steadily.

The Chinese government has been promoting the use

of the renminbi in trade with other countries for some

time now, and more and more countries, especially

Russia after its exclusion from SWIFT and the West's

further heavy sanctions in response to Russia's war of

aggression against Ukraine, are showing a willingness

to use the renminbi. In addition to Russia, Saudi Arabia

and the Gulf states expressed interest in the future in

having resources exported to China, especially oil and

LNG, paid for in yuan (see AiR No. 50, December/2022,

2).

But also the Brazilian President Luiz Inácio Lula da

Silva, during his visit to China, advocated the use of

their own currency instead of the USD for bilateral

trade (see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3) and Argentina

announced only on April 26 that they will pay for goods

they import from China in yuan from now on (see entry

below). [Asia Financial] [Reuters] [Silk Road Briefing]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-ft/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-ft/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-fi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-fi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-fd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-fh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-fk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-fu/


China-Ukraine: First talks between Xi and

Zelensky since the beginning of the war

(ms) On April 26, 14 months after the start of Russia's

war of aggression against Ukraine, the first known

telephone conversation took place between Chinese

President Xi Jinping and Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelensky.

According to the two governments, the conversation

between the two heads of state, which lasted about an

hour and was described by Zelensky as "long and

meaningful", served primarily to exchange views on

the situation and the respective positions on the war in

Ukraine. No major decisions or measures were taken.

[Volodymyr Zelensky, Twitter]

At the beginning of the conversation, Zelensky

acknowledged the One-China policy and the Chinese

side thanked Ukraine for its support in evacuating

Chinese citizens at the beginning of the war of

aggression. In addition, both sides emphasized regular

exchanges in the future, with Xi calling for intensifying

strategic cooperation between the two countries.

Zelensky also announced the appointment of former

strategic industries minister Pavlo Riabikin as Ukraine's

new ambassador to China, which China welcomed.

During the conversation with Xi, Zelensky reiterated

that his goal is to regain the entire Ukrainian territory,

including Crimea, and stressed his hope that China can

play an important role in the peace he seeks. At the

same time, Zelensky asked Xi to help bring Ukrainian

children deported by Russian forces back to Ukraine,

as efforts by Ukraine and the West in this regard have

not yet been very successful.  [South China Morning

Post 1] [President of Ukraine]

Xi, for his part, reaffirmed China’s commitment to

facilitating peace talks and achieving an early ceasefire

and the restoration of peace. He further announced

that the Special Representative of the Chinese

Government on Eurasian Affairs, together with a

delegation, will visit Ukraine and other countries, will

also specifically stop in Ukraine to get a picture of the

situation there, and assist in establishing "in-depth

communication" with all parties involved as

contribution to “a political settlement to the Ukraine

crisis."

However, he was silent on Zelensky’s remark on

regaining the entire Ukrainian territory, according to

the readout of the meeting issued by the Chinese

Foreign Ministry.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-zl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-zr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-zr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-zy/


Something concrete from China's side was that Xi

However, more detailed information about the visit is

not yet known. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Observers see the talk between the two presidents as

another step in China’s efforts to present itself as a

peacemaker in international power politics. [Deutsche

Welle] [Global Times] [South China Morning Post 2]

In March, Beijing hosted a meeting that eventually saw

the resumption of diplomatic ties between Iran and

Saudi Arabia as an outcome (see AiR No. 11,

March/2023, 2).

Germany considers restricting export of

semiconductor chemicals to China

(ms) According to insider information provided to

Bloomberg, the German government is currently

considering restricting the export of German-produced

chemicals used in the manufacture of advanced

semiconductors to China.

The proposal is said to be part of several measures

aimed at reducing the German economy's dependence

on China and would be in line with the "de-risking" of

the German economy announced by German Foreign

Minister Annalena Baerbock during her visit to China in

mid-April (see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3).

In view of the lessons of Russia's war of aggression

against Ukraine, which revealed the consequences of

Germany's dependencies on Russia in the supply of

fossil fuels, Germany fears becoming too dependent

on China economically and has decided to diversify its

own economy with other partners.

The plans are said to be still in the early stages, but

information suggests that they are independent of

U.S.-led export restrictions along with South Korea and

the Netherlands, which are also targeting the Chinese

semiconductor sector.

Officially, however, the German government rejects

the rumors about the plans as a whole, the German

Kanzler Olaf Scholz “is currently not pursuing any plans

for an export ban on chip chemicals to China,"

according to the Chancellor's office. [Bloomberg]

[Reuters] [WIO News]

Despite the planned de-risking of the German

economy, Scholz, to the displeasure of his coalition,

launched another offensive in the sale of shares of a
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terminal at the Port of Hamburg to the Chinese

shipping company Cosco.

The sale of 24.9 percent of a terminal at Germany's

largest port had already been confirmed by the

German cabinet in October (see AiR No. 44,

November/2022, 1), but after a ruling by Germany's

Federal Office for Information Security, which classified

the terminal as "critical infrastructure," new

discussions arose.

However, despite these concerns, particularly from the

Green and liberal Free Democratic Party (FDP) camps,

the German Social Democratic Party (SPD) led by

Scholz is pushing for the sale of the shares. It remains

to be seen if Scholz will be able to prevail against the

dissenting voices. [Politico]

Argentina will pay for Chinese imports in

renminbi in the future

(ms) The Argentine Minister of Economy Sergio Massa

announced on April 26 that in the future the Latin

American country will pay for goods imported from

China in the Chinese currency renminbi, replacing the

US dollar.

Regarding the volume of goods paid for in renminbi,

Argentina plans to pay for imports worth the

equivalent of USD 1 billion in April and approximately

USD 790 million per month thereafter in renminbi.

Only last November, the Argentine government

extended the existing currency swap deal with China

by another USD 5 billion, the new money being mainly

earmarked to stabilize local reserves (see AiR No. 47,

November/2022, 4).

The same is true for the current deal between China

and Argentina. Argentina, along with other Latin

American countries, has had to deal with critical levels

of dollar reserves as a result of historic droughts in the

region and the resulting decline in exports of

agricultural products.

The deal with China is therefore aimed at easing the

outflow of dollars, but Massa also hopes to increase

the pace of imports, as it was agreed in the deal that

import orders in yuan would be approved within 90

days instead of the usual 180 days. [Anadolu Agency]

[Global Times] [Reuters]

In addition to Argentina, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio

Lula da Silva announced during his recent visit to China
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that he would no longer wants to rely on U.S. dollars in

deals with China, but that bilateral deals between

Brazil and China would in the future be carried out in

the respective national currencies, for which China and

Brazil each already appointed a national bank that can

conduct the exchange of renminbi into reais and vise-

versa (see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3).

China-Taiwan: Chinese government confirms

arrest of Taiwanese publisher

(ms) After reports emerged in late April that the Editor-

in-Chief of Taiwan's Gusa Publishing, Li Yanhe, was

detained during his visit to Shanghai in March (see AiR

No. 17, April/2023, 4), the Chinese government has

now confirmed that Li is in custody on charges of

"activities that endangered state security" and under a

national security investigation.

While China's Taiwan Affairs Office assured that "[t]he

relevant parties will protect [Li's] legitimate rights and

interests in accordance with the law," observers,

activists, and other Taiwan-based journalists and

writers see Li's detention as another instance of the

Chinese government's crackdown on anti-government

voices, particularly from Taiwan.

Li was born in mainland China but left for Taiwan in

2009. Gusa Publishing is known for publishing books

critical of the Chinese government. [Deutsche Welle]

[Hong Kong Free Press] [Radio Free Asia]

China-Singapore hold military exercise

(ms/sfa) Under the title of "the China-Singapore

Exercise Maritime Cooperation 2023", the Chinese

People's Liberation Army (PLA) Navy and the Republic

of Singapore Navy held a joint military exercise from

April 28 to May 1.

The second of its kind after the first joint military

exercise in 2015 involved a frigate from each country, a

Bedok-class Mine Countermeasure Vessel RSS Punggol

from Singapore and a Wozang-class Minesweeper from

China.

Although the exact location and content of the military

exercises were not made public by either military, the

Mine Countermeasure Vessel, and the Minesweeper in

particular leave room for speculation.
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One military expert believes that the participation of

the two vessels signals that both countries are training

and coordinating mine-sweeping capabilities in the

protection of the Malacca Strait.

The Malacca Strait lies between Malaysia or Singapore

and Indonesia and is one of the world's most

important economic straits, with 70 percent of all

China's oil shipments coming through the strait alone,

making its control an important aspect of national

security for China. [Global Times] [Singapore Ministry

of Defense] [South China Morning Post]

A delegation of the Chinese Navy delegation has also

been visiting Singapore to attend a biennial naval and

maritime defense show from 3rd to 5th May. [The

Straits Times]

U.S. musician found guilty of collaborating with

Chinese government

(ms) Musician and former Fugees member Pras Michel

was found guilty on April 26 by a federal court in

Washington D.C. on 10 counts related to an

international conspiracy with a Malaysian

entrepreneur and lobbying for the Chinese

government.

Michel allegedly received a total of USD 100 million

from Malaysian entrepreneur Jho Low and an

undisclosed sum from the Chinese government.

Low is said to have tried to influence U.S. politicians

through Michel, who is said to have received USD 20

million for a photo of Low and then-President Barack

Obama, but the exact extent of the influence was not

disclosed by the prosecution. The U.S. government is

currently investigating Low, who is accused of

embezzling USD 4 billion from the Malaysian sovereign

wealth fund in the course of the 1MDB scandal.

For the Chinese government, Michael is said to have

lobbied for the extradition of billionaire Guo Wengui.

Guo, who is currently in custody in the U.S. on

suspicion of fraud, is a Chinese entrepreneur who has

left China and in the course of this has frequently

published allegedly confidential documents of the

Chinese government.

Michel faces up to 20 years in prison, but his defense

has already announced it will appeal the sentence.

[Asia Nikkei] [BBC] [CNN]
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China-UK: Report claims Confucius Institutes in

UK are being used to enforce CCP ideology

(ms) The UK-China Transparency (UKCT), an

organization dedicated to transparency in relations

between the United Kingdom (UK) and China, accuses

the Confucius Institutes of operating unlawfully in the

UK.

The allegations are multifaceted, with a core element

based on the recruitment process for employees at the

30 Confucius Institutes in the UK.  The language

teachers who want to work at the institutes have to

declare their ethnicity in their application process,

which is highly discriminatory according to the UKCT

and not legally allowed in the UK. In addition, the

employees must assure that they will not have a child

during their stay abroad and that they will abide by

Chinese law in the UK.

But the most important thing is that the "political

characteristics" are said to be decisive for the

employment, so in addition to a self-assessment by the

potential employees, also the current employers are

questioned about the party loyalty and in addition they

have to appear before a Chinese Communist Party

(CCP) committee. UKCT sums it all up, accusing the

Confucius Institutes that applicants "are being

recruited based on their ability to enforce CCP

discipline in the U.K. and are obliged to undermine free

speech and to conduct harassment on command."

The UKCT considers the Confucius Institutes illegal

under UK law and is appealing for their closure.

Current Prime Minister Rishi Sunak promised during

the election campaign to close all institutes, but has

not yet followed through on these campaign promises.

[Radio Free Asia] [UK-China Transparency]

South Korea and China are world's most

expensive countries to raise children

(ms) According to a study by the YuWa Population

Research Institute, the cost of raising children from

birth to the age of 18 in relation to the average gross

domestic product (GDP) per capita is nowhere higher

in the world than in South Korea and China.

South Korea towers above all other countries, with an

average cost to parents of 7.79 times GDP per capita to

raise a child to age 18. To put these figures in

perspective, other industrialized countries such as

Germany, with 3.64, France with 2.24 and Australia

with 2.08 are significantly lower. The YuWa study as
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well as a study by the Korea Institute for Health and

Social Affairs (KIHASA) from 2020 sees a correlation

between the high costs and the low birth rate. This is in

line with the lowest birth rate of only 0.78 children per

South Korean woman measured in South Korea last

year.

The same picture is seen in China, which last year saw

its population decline for the first time since the Great

Chinese Famine around 1960 under Mao Zedong. In

China, parents must spend 6.9 times the GPD per

capita to educate a child to age 18, the second highest

in the world, plus another USD 20,000 for university

education, which is about twice the GDP per capita of

China.

Both the South Korean and Chinese governments are

aware of the problem and the causal chain that goes

with it: high education costs correlate with a low birth

rate, which in the long run leads to an aging

population, which has consequences for the country's

economic performance. While South Korea's President

Yoon Suk Yeol called for "bold measures" in this

regard, the Chinese government already implemented

several incentives to the population to increase the

birth rate.

For one thing, China relaxed the restrictions

introduced in the course of the One Child Policy, which

ended in 2015. For example, in the middle of last year,

individual provinces began to allow unmarried couples

and single mothers to have children [see AiR No. 38,

September/2022, 3], and various financial incentives,

mostly in the form of one-time payments, were created

to motivate couples to have children and, in the best

case, to have more than one. [South China Morning

Post] [The Korea Times] [WIO News]

China opens hotpot restaurant on disputed

island

(ms) China has opened a hotpot restaurant on Woody

Island of the largest island in the Paracels Archipelago

in the South China Sea.

The Paracel Archipelago in the South China Sea lies off

the coast of the southern Chinese Hainan Province and

Vietnam and is claimed by China, Taiwan and Vietnam,

but is in Chinese control. While the establishment of

the restaurant may seem like a trifle at first glance, it

signals China's ever-increasing presence and

consequently control of the islands.
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The local Chinese government of the city of Sansha,

which has its headquarters on Woody Island, is

responsible for the administration of the Paracels

Archipelago, but also the equally disputed Spartly

Islands, which lies in the middle of the South China

Sea, between Vietnam, the Philippines but also China.

China secures authority over the territories claimed by

several countries by building military bases on the

islands, which are then followed by non-military

infrastructure and population. The Hotpot Restaurant

represents such non-military infrastructure and can be

seen as a consolidation of China's control over the

area.

Under the nine-dash-line, China claims large parts of

the waters of the South China Sea as part of its

territory and thereby curtails the territories of the

neighboring countries in the region but is usually able

to enforce these claims through its far superior military

capabilities. [South China Morning Post]

Indian anger and Chinese indifference quash

hopes of Himalayan border dispute resolution

(lm) China’s defense minister said on April 27

conditions along the disputed Himalayan border with

India are “stable overall,” in sharp contrast with the

view from his Indian counterpart who accused Beijing

of border aggressions that have “eroded the entire

basis” of the two countries’ relationship, as

negotiations over the line of actual control (LAC)

remain deadlocked.

The comments were made during a meeting between

Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh and his newly

appointed Chinese counterpart, Li Shangfu, who had

arrived in New Delhi for the Shanghai Cooperation

Organisation (SCO) summit.

It is the first visit to India by a Chinese defense minister

since 2020, when 20 Indian and four Chinese soldiers

died in clashes along the Himalayan border in Ladakh

and the two sides came the closest to war for almost

70 years [see AiR No. 24, June/2020, 3]. Tensions

between the two countries have been simmering ever

since, and escalated in December when a clash

between troops from both sides in India’s northeastern

territory of Arunachal Pradesh resulted in minor

injuries[ see AiR No. 50, December/2022, 2].

The differing tone of remark’s reflects a significant

discrepancy in the narrative of both sides: India wants

to draw attention to what it says is the deployment of a
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large number of Chinese troops, their aggressive

behavior, and attempts to unilaterally alter the border

status quo between the countries. China, for its part,

tries to downplay moves to consolidate its border

presence and seeks to distance bilateral relations with

India from the border dispute.

Days before Li’s visit, top Indian and Chinese army

commanders on April 23 held an 18th round of talks in

an attempt to work out a disengagement of troops

from tense areas. Such discussions have helped lay

protocols to avoid clashes but have done little to

nothing to resolve the larger issue. [The Hindu]

While there has been disengagement from some areas

on the northern and southern banks of Pangong Tso,

Gogra and Galwan Valley, Indian army officers and

defense experts said about 1,500 square kilometers in

Ladakh taken over by the Chinese army in 2020

remained under Chinese control. [AiR No. 7,

February/2021, 3]

In light of this, among both India and China watchers,

there is not much optimism that Li’s visit did anything

to resolve the tensions. [Associated Press] [CNN] [The

Straits Times] [The Guardian]

India, Russia agree to deepen long standing

defense ties

(mk/lm) India and Russia agreed to strengthen their

defense partnership in talks between their defense

ministers on April 28, amid worries in New Delhi that

Moscow will not be able to satisfy many exports

demands for the rest of the decade due as it is

struggling to resupply its own forces at the front in

Ukraine. Rajnath Singh and Sergei Shoigu held talks on

the sidelines of a Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

(SCO) defense ministers' gathering in New Delhi.

[Reuters]

India, the world's largest arms importer, depends on

Russia for nearly half its military supplies, and has

bought fighter jets, tanks, nuclear submarines and an

aircraft carrier over the decades. But the war in

Ukraine has held up supplies of Russian spares critical

for India to maintain its tank and fighter jet fleets and

delayed the delivery of two Russian S-400 air defense

missile systems New Delhi bought in 2018.

Furthermore, the two countries struggle to find a

payment mechanism that doesn’t violate United States

sanctions [see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4].
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Finnish company shows interest in Indonesia's

emobility sector

(fb) Electric vehicle (EV) charging business Virta, based

in Finland plans to expand into Indonesia in the next

two years. The Indonesian government has given a

number of incentives, from tax breaks to import duty

exemptions, in an effort to spur the use of electric

vehicles. A country risk and industry assessment by

Fitch Solutions predicted that Indonesia's EV fleet will

grow over the following years as a result of the

government's encouraging policies, although adoption

was predicted to stay below 1% of all registered

vehicles for the following nine years.

According to a survey done by the Institute for

Essential Services Reform (IESR) in 2022, the main

obstacle for most Indonesians looking to adopt EVs is

the absence of charging stations in the nation. In 2022,

the number of charging stations in the nation

increased to 570, although that number is still 20

percent behind the government's aim. [The Jakarta

Post]

Indonesia falls far behind other ASEAN

countries in doing-business ranking

(fb) Indonesia has fallen in a list of business-friendly

nations after receiving bad marks for its infrastructure

and political effectiveness, which shows that the

government's structural reforms haven't done much to

improve the business climate thus far. The most recent

survey by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU),

revealed that Indonesia's position dropped from 58th

to 62nd overall out of 82 countries considered. This

puts the country far behind other ASEAN countries,

such as Malaysia in 26th place and Thailand in 33rd

place.

According to experts, the cumbersome coalition with

very different views hinders necessary reforms in the

respective sectors. Some senior politicians are said to

prefer a return to a patronage-based system, and

others seek to curtail social freedoms by promoting a

more conservative form of Islam.

Another challenge is the country's limited fiscal

resources and the archipelagic terrain which pose a

challenge to the development of the country's

infrastructure. [The Jakarta Post]
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Indonesia faces increasing criticism over its

dealings with Myanmar

(fb) Indonesia, as current ASEAN chair, is increasingly

criticized for its lax handling of the situation in

Myanmar. The country has just eight months left in

office, and if it doesn't come up with a plan, the entire

ASEAN-led response may implode when Laos takes

over as chair the following year. This will undoubtedly

lead the regional bloc toward more acceptance of

Myanmar's military regime.

There is a heavy weight on Jakarta, as some other

ASEAN nations, who want the union to stay out of the

Myanmar situation, won't support a strategy that is too

strong on the junta. Too aggressive of a stance runs

the risk of being abandoned once Indonesian

diplomats take over. But one too feeble would be

pointless.

Retno Marsudi, the foreign minister of Indonesia,

reported that the ASEAN foreign ministers "reiterated

the united approach" on Myanmar during their

meeting at the beginning of February. This was

described by Human Rights Watch's Shayna Bauchner

and Andreas Harsono as "a misguided cover falsely

equating a diversified approach with weakness." [The

Diplomat] 

Japan-Africa: Prime Minister Kishida tours four

countries to deepen footprint in the continent

(dql) Japanese Prime Minister started last week his

Africa tour to visit four countries including Egypt,

Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique. The trip is widely seen as

part of Japan’s effort to deepen ties with the ‘Global

South” in a bid to counter China’s and Russia’s

footprint in the continent. [rfi] [Quartz] [The Japan

Times]

On April 30, on the tour’s first leg he met with Egypt’s

President Abdel-Fattah El-SISI in Cairo. The two leaders

reached agreement to elevate their countries’ relations

to a “Strategic Partnership”. 

Further issues discussed included the ongoing conflict

in Sudan, the war in Ukraine and rising energy and

food prices. 

On the sidelines of the summit, a memorandum of

understanding (MoU) was signed between the Japan

Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC) and Egypt’s

Ministry of International Cooperation that seeks to

support Japanese companies expanding their business
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in a wide range of sectors including decarbonisation,

such as renewable energy, hydrogen, and ammonia. 

Furthermore, Cairo will receive from Tokyo USD 734

million to fund the development of a stretch of Cairo's

metro, under an investment package concluded on the

same. The investment package is Egypt's largest to

date with Japan. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1]

[Arab News] [Zawya]

In Egypt, Kishida also visited the League of Arab States

headquarters. In his address there, he expressed his

hope to expand Japan’s relation with Arab states in the

framework of the Japan-Arab Political Dialogue and the

Japan-Arab Economic Forum. He vowed to provide

additional humanitarian aid and economic support for

the region and to assist in  resolving the ongoing crisis

in Sudan. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 2] [Quartz]

On May 1, Kishida held a summit meeting with

Ghanian President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo,

during which the focus was put on economic relations,

with both sides agreeing on further promoting

business and investment in the African country. They

also agreed to work together toward strengthening the

functioning of the United Nations, including reforming

the Security Council. Japan and Ghana are currently

non-permanent members of the Security Council. 

Following the meeting, both leaders witnessed the

signing of the Exchange of Notes on the Grant Aid for

"The Project for Improvement of Rice Seeds Production

" and the Grant Aid for "Human Resources

Development Scholarship". The two grant aid projects

total around USD 5.6 million.  [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Japan 3] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 4]

[The Asahi Shimbun]

Kishida is scheduled to meet Kenya’s President William

Ruto on May 3, before concluding his African tour the

day after in Mozambique where he will meet President

Filipe Jacinto Nyusi.

Tokyo welcomes surveillance activities of

French frigate in waters surrounding Japan

(dql) Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of

Defense have separately expressed that they

welcomed monitoring and surveillance activities

against illicit maritime activities, which were conducted

by the French Navy frigate Prairial early April in waters

surrounding Japan including the East China Sea. 
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The illicit activities observed included ship-to-ship

transfers with North Korean-flagged vessels prohibited

by the United Nations Security Council resolutions

(UNSCRs). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [Ministry

of Defense, Japan, Twitter]

Bangladesh Prime Minister visits Japan to

elevate diplomatic ties

(dql) On April 26, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida held a summit meeting with his Bangladesh

counterpart  Sheikh Hasina in Tokyo. The meeting was

part of Hasina’s foru-day state visit to Japan last week. 

Both leaders agreed to elevate their countries’ ties

from Comprehensive Partnership to Strategic

Partnership and reaffirmed their commitment to

working together to realize a free and open Indo-

Pacific, continuing to promote security cooperation

and bilateral economic relations. With regards to the

latter, both Prime Ministers welcomed the progress of

the Joint Study Group on the possibility of a Japan-

Bangladesh Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA).

They also agreed in cooperation in strengthening the

functions of the United Nations and pushing for a

reform of the Security Council, wth Hasina reassuring

her country’s support for Tokyo’s bid for permanent

membership there.

Kishida, for his part, confirmed that the provision of

financial assistance in the form of loans with low

interest rates and long repayment periods to

Bangladesh to support its economy was under

consideration by his administration. 

Further issues discussed during the summit included

regional affairs, such as East and South China Seas,

and responses to North Korea, the war in Ukraine, as

well as displaced persons from the Rakhine State and

their repatriation to Myanmar. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Japan]

Following the meeting, Kishida and Hasina signed eight

memorandums of cooperation on agriculture, metro

rail, industrial upgrade, ship recycling, customs

matters, intellectual properties, defense cooperation,

ICT and cyber security cooperation. [bdnews24.com]

[Ministry of Defence, Japan, Twitter]

For a discussion of the strategic significance of

Bangladesh for Japan’s open and free Indo-Pacific

policy, see [Modern Diplomacy]
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Japan-US: Change in U.S. aircraft carrier

deployment at Yokosuka Naval Base

(dql) The U.S. Navy has announced  the deployment of

its nuclear-powered aircraft carrier George Washington

to Yokosuka Naval Base in Kanagawa Prefecture near

Tokyo in the latter half of 2024. 

It will replace the Nimitz-class vessel Ronald Reagan

which is currently stationed there. The replacement

will take place under U.S. law that limits overseas

deployments of naval ships to ten years. [Kyodo News]

Japan-Trinidad and Tobago: Foreign Ministers

meet

(dql) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi met

with Trinidad and Tobago’s Foreign Minister Amery

Browne on May 1 in the Caribbean state's capital Port

of Spain. 

During the meeting, the two ministers reaffirmed their

countries commitment to further working together to

realize a free and open international order based on

the rule of law and to expand bilateral relations. 

Hayashi’s visit to Trinidad and Tobago, the first of a

Japanese foreign minister to the Caribbean state,  is

the first leg of a five-nation tour to the Caribbean and

Latin America which will also take him to Barbados,

Peru, Chile and Paraguay this week. 

Similar to Prime Minister Fumio Kishida’s African tour

(see entry above), Hayashi’s tour is also aimed at

strengthening ties with emerging and developing

countries of the “Global South”. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Japan] [The Mainichi]

Japan’s new ocean policy plan warns of Sino-

Russian joint military exercises 

(dql) Japan’s new five-year ocean policy, adopted by the

Japanese government on April 28, calls for

strengthening maritime security by bolstering its coast

guard’s capability and cooperation with the military as

well as for speeding up the development of

autonomous underwater vehicles and remotely

operated robots, in a bid to boost its surveillance

capability.
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The new Basic Plan on Ocean Policy cites for this call a

range of threats Japan is facing, including repeated

intrusions into Japanese territorial waters by Chinese

coast guard ships, growing unauthorized maritime

activity by “foreign survey boats” inside the country’s

exclusive economic zone, the increase of joint Sino-

Russian military exercises and North Korea’s repeated

missile launches. [The Mainichi]

The new ocean policy appears to follow Japan's new

national security strategy adopted by the Cabinet of

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida in December that

stresses the need to strengthen Japan's military power

through the acquisition of strike capability and

doubling its defense budget within five years (see AiR

No. 51, December/2022, 30). 

 Japan-Australia, UK: Diet ratifies reciprocal

access agreements 

(dql) Japan's parliament ratified on April 28 the Japan-

Britain reciprocal access agreement (RAA) and a similar

pact with Australia that serve as legal basis for

operations of the countries troops in each other’s

countries.

The move signals deepening Japan’s defense

cooperation with Britain and Australia, and paves the

way for expanded defense exercises. 

These RAAs mark the first ones for Japan. So far, Japan

has a Status of Forces Agreement with the U.S., serving

as a legal basis for the stationing of U.S. troops in the

country. [Nippon.com]

In a telephone conference on the same day, Japanese

Defense Minister Yasukazu Hamada and his Australian

counterart Richard Donald Marles reaffirmed that their

countries’ continued vigorous promotion bilateral

defense cooperation and exchanges, in a bid to even

more proactively uphold and reinforce the free and

open Indo-Pacific.  [Ministry of Defense, Japan]

Japan puts South Korea back on list of countries

preferential trade status 

(dql) Japan’s trade ministry announced on April 28 that

procedures for the restoration of the for South Korea

have been started.

The move, coming on the heels of a similar step on the

South Korean side (see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4),
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signals a thaw in trade relations between the two

countries that began to deteriorate three years ago.

[Japan Times]

In 2019 , South Korea removed Japan from its “white

list” of trusted trading partners, which came in

response to Japan's decision to remove South Korea

from its list in 2019. Tokyo’s move was widely seen as a

retaliation against the rulings of the South Korean

Supreme Court a year earlier under which two

Japanese companies were ordered to pay

compensation to South Korean forced labor victims

during Japan's 1910-45 colonial rule of the Korean

Peninsula (see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4). 

In another sign of warming ties, Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida will reportedly visit South Korea for two days

this Sunday to meet South Korean President Yoon Suk-

yeol to further improve bilateral ties. [Kyodo News]

Malaysia, New Zealand elevate relationship to

Strategic Partnership

(lm) Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Zambry Abdul Kadir

completed a three-day working visit to New Zealand on

May 4, his maiden visit to the island country since his

appointment in December last year. During his visit,

Zambry met with his counterpart Nanaia Mahuta to

discuss the progress of bilateral relations, as well as

exchange views on regional and international issues of

mutual concern. The two top diplomats also witnessed

the signing of a Strategic Partnership document by

senior officials from the two countries’ foreign affairs

ministries. [New Straits Times]

Mongolia-Poland: Cooperation to be deepened

(dql) Mongolian President Uknnaagi Khurelsukh met

his Polish counterpart Andrzej Duda on April 25 in

Ulanbaatar to discuss ways to jointly address the

challenges in post-pandemic recovery, international

relations, and the complex geopolitical situation. 

Recognizing positive developments in bilateral

relations across all sectors including Parliament,

Government, state institutions, citizens, entrepreneurs

and wealth creators, the two presidents agreed to

expand cooperation in a wide range of fields, such as

development, road transport, education, geology,

mining, culture and art, and environment, and people-

to-people relations. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Mongolia] [TVP]
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The meeting was part of Duda’s three-day state visit to

Mongolia from April 24-26 which also saw agreements

and MoUs on economic cooperation in the fields of

natural resources, science and transport signed and

the reopening of the Polish embassy. [Montsame]

[News.mn] 

Chinese Foreign Minister meets UN special

envoy for Myanmar; Japan urged to ‘step up’

pressure on junta

(lm) Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Qin

Gang met with Noeleen Heyzer, special envoy of the

United Nations (UN) Secretary-General for Myanmar, in

Beijing on May 1. Qin said the international community

should respect the mediation of the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations and promote the

implementation of its five-point consensus on

Myanmar. He also stressed the need to act prudently

and pragmatically to prevent the escalation and

spillover of the crisis, adding that China will continue to

support and help Heyzer. [China Daily]

In separate developments, the UN Special Rapporteur

on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, Tom

Andrews, at the end of a 10-day official visit to Japan

on April 28 called on Tokyo to assume a greater

leadership role to address the deteriorating crisis in

the Southeast Asian nation and “step up pressure on

the country’s military junta”. [UN News]

Myanmar: Army accused of war crimes; case

filed in Germany

(lm) A human rights group and 16 individuals have filed

a criminal complaint with Germany’s Federal Public

Prosecutor against Myanmar’s military which they

accuse of genocide, war crimes and crimes against

humanity. The complainants seek legal action under

universal jurisdiction, a legal principle that some

crimes are so grave that impunity and normal

territorial restraints on prosecutions should not apply.

[Deutsche Welle]

A probe concerning the actions of Myanmar generals is

already underway at the International Court of Justice,

while a genocide case is before the the International

Criminal Court. Activists have also filed cases in

national courts of Argentina and Turkey.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-ykk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-yku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-yul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-yur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-yuy/


India hosts semi-official Myanmar talks amidst

growing discontent within ASEAN bloc

(fb/lm) Official and non-official actors from Myanmar,

neighboring countries, and Indonesia held talks in New

Delhi on April 25 as part of a secretive effort to de-

escalate the civil war that has been raging since the

coup in February 2021. The talks last week were the

second in the so-called Track 1.5 format that started in

Thailand last month; the next meeting will be held in

Laos.

Notably, participants of the semi-official talks were

keen to engage with Myanmar’s shadow National Unity

Government (NUG), a group affiliated with resistance

forces and labeled as “terrorists” by the military junta,

amidst growing discontent within the ASEAN over the

Myanmar military’s prolonged failure to implement the

peace plan agreed upon in April 2021 [see AiR No. 17,

April/2021, 4].

While Western countries have denounced the junta,

Myanmar has increased its engagement with Russia

and recently welcomed high-ranking visitors from

Thailand, including military officials and Foreign

Minister, Don Pramudwinai [see AiR No. 17, April/2023,

4]. Ban Ki-moon, a retired South Korean diplomat and

former United Nations secretary-general made a

surprise visit to Myanmar for talks with junta leader

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and other top officials

on April 25 [see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4].

Against this backdrop, some observers have warned

that time is running out for Indonesia to turn the tide

on Myanmar. That is, the current ASEAN chair has only

eight months to devise a meaningful policy on the

crisis before it hands over the chairmanship next year

to Laos, which is widely expected to steer the ASEAN

bloc down the path of greater acceptance of

Myanmar’s military junta. [The Diplomat] [Bangkok

Post] [The Straits Times] [Thaiger] 

Nepal, United Kingdom hold sixth Consultative

Mechanism meeting

(lm) Permanent Secretaries and senior officials of

Nepal and the United Kingdom met on April 26 in

London for the sixth Consultative Mechanism between

the two countries. The participants reviewed existing

areas of cooperation, and committed to work together

to strengthen this cooperation around shared interests

and values. [GOV.UK]
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North Korea-US: British multinational cigarette

company to pay USD 635m for breaches of

sanctions

(dql) The Department of Justice (DOJ) and the Treasury

Department's Office of Foreign Assets Control agreed

last week with British American Tobacco on a

settlement under which the British multinational

company that manufactures and sells cigarettes,

tobacco and other nicotine products will to pay USD

635m plus interest to the US authorities.

Marking the “single largest North Korea sanctions

penalty” in the history of the DOJ, the settlement came

after a subsidiary admitted selling cigarettes to North

Korea between 2007 and 2017  in violation of sanctions

the US has imposed on North Korea over its nuclear

and ballistic missile activities. [Department of Justice,

USA] [Al Jazeera]

Pakistan to ‘deepen and expand’ military ties

with China as army chief visits Beijing

(kk/lm) The vice chairman of China’s Central Military

Commission told Pakistan’s army chief that Beijing will

work with the South Asian nation’s military to “further

deepen and expand” the two countries’ mutual

interests and jointly protect regional peace and

stability. The Pakistani Chief of Army Staff, General

Syed Asim Munir, was on a four-day visit to Beijing for

meetings with the leadership of the People’s Liberation

Army. [Al Jazeera] [Voice of America]

Munir’s predecessor General Qamar Javed Bajwa

visited China two months before his retirement in

November last year. That month also saw Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif making a trip to Beijing and

meeting President Xi Jinping. 

Pakistan makes first purchase of discounted

Russian oil with United States approval

(tj/lm) Pakistan said April 27 that it has placed its first

order for discounted Russian crude oil with the implicit

approval of the United States, and the first shipment is

expected to arrive in the country soon. Discounted

crude offers respite as Islamabad faces an acute

balance of payments crisis, with only enough foreign

exchange to cover four weeks of controlled imports.

[Reuters] [Voice of America]
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Philippines, United States presidents meet in

Washington amid China’s ‘aggressive tactics’

(fb/lm) Philippines President Marcos Jr. met his United

States counterpart Joe Biden on May 1 in Washington,

as part of a four-day visit by the Filipino leader

intended to signal a strengthening alliance between

the two countries in the face of what they say is

growing aggression and harassment by China.

They are expected to discuss the security situation,

with the US hoping to strengthen longstanding ties

between the two nations as it battles Beijing for

influence in Asia.

Marcos Jr.’s US visit follows on a recent string of

developments aimed at chasing stronger defense ties

between the two countries. In February, the Philippines

agreed to grant the US access to four strategically

located sites in the northern Philippines, on top of five

military locations under the 2014 Enhanced Defence

Cooperation Agreement [see AiR No. 6, February/2023,

1], and Marcos Jr. personally attended the largest joint

military exercise between the two countries in decades

in April [see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4].

In the lead-up to the visit several rights watchdogs,

faith groups civil society organizations had called on US

President Biden to press his counterpart Marcos Jr. on

human rights-related matters, most notably the

prosecution of two prominent critics of the

government, former senator and Justice Minister Leila

de Lima, and the Nobel Peace Prize laureate and dual

US citizen Maria Ressa. They also called on Biden to

support the Philippine Human Rights Act — a bill that

would suspend security assistance unless Manila

investigates allegations of rights abuses. [Human

Rights Watch] [Just Security] [Philstar] [The Guardian]

[The New York Times] [Philstar] [Twitter]

China to talk fishing rights, Philippines not a

military ‘staging post’, President Marcos Jr. says

(lm) While on board a plane to the United States,

Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. told

reporters that China has agreed to discuss fishing

rights in the South China Sea as he pushes for a “direct

communication line” with Beijing on maritime

differences between the two countries. Ahead of his

meeting with US President Joe Biden on May 1, Marcos

Jr. also said he would not allow his country to become

a “staging post” for military action. [South China

Morning Post 1]
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When China’s Foreign Minister Qin Gang visited Manila

earlier this month for talks with his Philippine

counterpart Enrique Manalo, the two top diplomats

agreed to establish additional lines of communications

to immediately resolve conflicts over the West

Philippine Sea [see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4]. Against

this backdrop, President Marcos Jr. now said Beijing

had agreed to discuss Filipino’s fishing rights in the

South China Sea, adding that he had asked the

Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) and the foreign affairs

department to prepare a map of fishing grounds that

will be presented to China. 

In related developments, the PCG on April 28 said two

of its vessels had been involved in a “confrontation”

with the Chinese navy in the disputed South China Sea

and accused Beijing’s coastguard of “aggressive

tactics”. The first incident occurred when the Chinese

navy ship “crossed paths'' with coastguard boats 13

kilometers from Pag-asa Island on April 21. [BBC]

The second incident took place two days later near the

Philippines-held Second Thomas Shoal, a flashpoint for

previous altercations located 195 kilometers off its

coast. Journalists from several outlets had joined the

Philippine patrol and filmed what the Associated Press

described as a “near collision”, with the Chinese vessel

moving suddenly to cut off the Philippine ship.

[Associated Press]

Against this backdrop, the US called on China on the

following day to stop its “provocative and unsafe

conduct” in the disputed South China Sea, adding that

any attack on Philippine armed forces would trigger a

response by Washington. [South China Morning Post 2]

Argentine foreign affairs official visits

Philippines

(lm) Argentina’s Undersecretary for Foreign Policy has

visited the Philippines to discuss trade and commerce

with Philippines officials as the countries celebrate 75

years of diplomatic relations this year. [The Manila

Times]

Singapore foreign minister visits Cuba

(sfa) Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan

called on Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel in Havana

on April 29 to discuss regional developments and ways

to expand cooperation in areas such as sports,

tourism, air services and biotechnology. During this
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four-day visit to the Caribbean nation, the Singaporean

top diplomat also met with Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment

Ricardo Cabrisas Ruiz, as well as his Cuban counterpart

Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla. [The Straits Times]

Singapore, Shanghai sign 15 agreements

(sfa) Singapore and Shanghai have signed 15

agreements during their recent Comprehensive

Cooperation Council (SSCCC) meeting to boost

cooperation in the fields of digital economy, healthcare

and tourism. Some of the agreements are between:

OCBC and UnionPay International, the Singapore

Tourism Board and the Shanghai Municipal

Administration of Culture and Tourism, Singapore’s

Ministry of Health and the Shanghai Municipal Health

Commission, and the Singapore Asian Civilisations

Museum and the Shanghai Museum. [Channel News

Asia]

Singapore: British American Tobacco fined USD

635 million for selling tobacco to North Korea

(sfa/lm) The Singapore subsidiary of British

multinational British American Tobacco has agreed to

pay more than USD 635 million as a penalty for selling

cigarettes to North Korea, in violation of United States

sanctions on Pyongyang over its nuclear missile

activities. A small portion of the amount, about USD 5

million, was part of a civil settlement with the US

Treasury Department. The rest, obtained and

announced by the Justice Department on April 25, was

the biggest in that department’s history related to

sanctions on North Korea. [Channel News Asia] [The

New York Times]

Singapore: Man executed for trafficking 1

kilogram of cannabis

(jl/lm) On April 26, Singapore executed a man

convicted of trying to traffic around 1 kilogram of

cannabis into the city state in 2018, a sentence

lambasted by rights groups and campaigners for its

severity at a time when other nations have adopted a

more lenient approach towards drugs and capital

punishment. [Al Jazeera] [BBC]

Tangaraju Suppiah was first arrested in 2014 after

police connected him with the smuggling attempt by
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tracking his phone number to the case. The case

resulted in a four-year long trial and his appeal was

later dismissed by the Court of Appeal in August 2019.

Tangaraju was then incarcerated in Changi Prison on

death row as he awaited his execution. 

Since the notice of execution, human rights activists

and organisations had been vocal regarding

Tangaraju’s case. In the days leading up to the

execution, family members and activists made public

appeals for clemency and questioned the safety of his

conviction. The European Union’s office in the city state

and the United Nations Human Rights Office had also

called for Singapore not to carry out his hanging.

[Bangkok Post]

Last year Thailand became the first country in Asia to

decriminalize cannabis following years of campaigning

by activists on the ground. Malaysia, meanwhile,

passed sweeping legal reforms last month to remove

the mandatory death penalty for 11 serious crimes and

abolish natural-life prison sentences [see AiR No. 14,

April/2023, 1].

Singapore’s second foreign affairs minister

visits Brunei 

(jl) Maliki Osman, Singapore’s Second Minister for

Foreign Affairs and Second Minister for Education,

visited Brunei’s Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah in building

bilateral ties between the two countries. During his

visit, Maliki also visited the homes of several former

and current Brunei ministers in celebrating the

religious festivities. [The Straits Times]

China, Singapore conduct first joint maritime

exercise since 2021

(sfa/lm) China and Singapore launched a joint military

exercise on April 28, their first combined drills since

2021, as Beijing seeks to make inroads with the city

state that officially remains unallied in the rivalry

between the United States and China. [The Straits

Times]

The Chinese navy has dispatched a pair of ships – a

missile-bearing frigate and a minesweeper hunter – to

the joint maritime exercise. The two ships will also be

present for the May 3-5 IMDEX Asia National Defense

and Maritime Security Show, which will feature 25

warships and attendees from 62 countries. [Associated

Press] 
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Two years ago, China and Singapore held a combined

military drill in international waters at the southern tip

of the South China Sea, following the upgrade of a

bilateral defence pact in 2019 to include bigger-scale

exercises among their army, navy and air force. [South

China Morning Post]

Singapore ranked first place in annual

governance index

(sfa) In a recent index published by the Chandler

Institute of Governance, a Singapore-based think tank,

the Southeast Asian city state has been ranked in the

field of government effectiveness. Other Asian

countries in the top 20 include Japan (13) and South

Korea (18). [The Straits Times]

The so-called Chandler Good Governance Index (CGGI)

is an annual index measuring the capabilities and

effectiveness of 104 governments around the world

based on 35 unique indicators across seven areas of

governance.

South Korea-U.S.: Yoon Suk-yeol, Joe Biden

reaffirm ironclad alliance at summit

(dql) South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol held a

summit meeting with U.S. President Joe Biden in

Washington on April 26. The meeting between the two

leaders was the centerpiece of the Yoon’s first state

visit last week and came amid growing nuclear threats

from North Korea.

Against the backdrop, Yoon and Biden reaffirmed their

commitment to deepening the South Korea-U.S.

alliance. In their joint statement, called “Washington

Declaration”, Biden reassured the U.S. “enduring and

ironclad” commitment to the ally, adding that “any

nuclear attack by the DPRK against the ROK will be met

with a swift, overwhelming and decisive response.” 

Yoon, for his part, affirmed Seoul’s readiness to “apply

the full range of its capabilities to the Alliance’s

combined defense posture.” 

Furthermore, the two presidents announced the

establishment of a new Nuclear Consultative Group

(NCG), in a bid to boost extended deterrence, “discuss

nuclear and strategic planning, and manage the threat

to the nonproliferation regime” posed by North Korea.

Yoon, meanwhile, reaffirmed his country’s
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commitment to its obligations under the Nuclear

Nonproliferation Treaty.

The establishment of the NCG responds to long-

standing calls of South Korean politicians to involve

them more in planning for how and when to use

nuclear weapons against North Korea as well as to

calls within South Korea for the country to develop its

own nuclear weapons out of fear that Washington

might abandon Seoul, including Yoon himself, who  put

this idea on the table in January. [Office of the

President, South Korea] [The White House, USA] [Arms

Control Association]

In addition, both sides agreed on the resumption of

the periodical deployment of US nuclear armed

submarines in South Korea, a first time in more than

40 years. [Anadolu Agency] [BBC]

In a first response of North Korea to the Washington

Declaration, along with the announced establishment

of the NCG and the deployment of nuclear armed

submarines in South Korea, Kim Yo Jong, the powerful

sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, expressed

strong opposition, warning that the latest US-South

Korea agreements will "only result in making peace

and security of Northeast Asia and the world be

exposed to more serious danger.” 

Biden’s warning that an North Korean nuclear attack

on the US or its allies would “result in the end of

whatever regime” took such action, Kim described in

snappy words as “a nonsensical remark from the

person in his dotage who is not at all capable of taking

the responsibility for security and the future of the US,”

calling the US president “an old man with no future, as

it is too much for him to serve out two-year remainder

of his office term.” [Korean Central National Agency]

Yoon, meanwhile, was attacked in Rodong Sinmun, the

official newspaper of the Central Committee of the

Workers' Party of Korea as “puppet traitor,” who has

“come under worldwide condemnation and ridicule for

his visit to the U.S. that has exposed peace and

security in the Korean Peninsula, the region and the

rest of the world to grave danger.” [Rodong Sinmun]

The Chinese Foreign Ministry was also quick to

condemn the Washington Declaration and the U.S for

putting “its own geopolitical interests before the

security of the whole region,” adding that the “US has

been a source of tension through exploiting the issues

on the Korean Peninsula. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China]
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On the sidelines of Yoon’s visit, South Korea and the

United States signed 23 memorandums of

understanding (MOUs) to strengthen bilateral

cooperation in the field of advanced industries and

energy fields, covering batteries, robots and nuclear

power generation, among others. The agreements

were signed during a business partnership event in

Washington on April 25. [Yonhap News Agency 1]

In addition, Six U.S. advanced technology firms

announced on the same day that they plan to invest a

combined USD 1.9 billion in South Korea in the areas

of hydrogen fuel, semiconductors and environment-

friendly facilities. The announcement was made during

an investment ceremony in which Yoon took part.

[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea-U.S.: Top nuclear envoys discuss

cooperation on North Korea

(dql)  US Special Representative for North Korea Sung

Kim and his South Korean counterpart Kim Gunn, the

two countries’ top nuclear envoys, held a meeting on

April 25  to discuss ways to cooperate on countering

North Korea's evolving nuclear and military threats and

agreed on strengthening close coordination on

Pyongyang to make it cease provocations and return to

denuclearization talks, in line with outcomes of the

Yoon/Biden summit (see entry above). [The Korea

Herald]

South Korea-US: World Trade Organization

decides in favor of Seoul in tariff dispute

(dql) The World Trade Organization (WTO) upheld on

April 28 a ruling in favor of South Korea in a dispute

over the U.S' safeguard measures on large-sized

residential washers and parts. 

The WTO's dispute settlement body confirmed a report

issued by an appeals panel in February that concluded

that it could not see any violation of WTO rules by

South Korea in all of the five core issues surrounding

the matter as the the U.S. did not provide a "reasoned

and adequate explanation" that products imported

from South Korea "depressed and suppressed prices

of the domestic like product."

In May 2018, the South Korean government lodged the

complaint, three months after the administration of

the President Donald Trump began imposing a 20

percent tariff on the yearly quota of 1.2 million
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imported units and a 50 percent tariff on washing

machines beyond the number.

Extended in 2021 for another two years, the measure

saw the tariffs on up to 1.2 million units standing at 14

percent and on the excess amount 30 percent. For

components of washing machines, the figure came to

30 percent. The measure ended in February. [Yonhap

News Agency 1]

In a separate dispute, South Korea has called on the

U.S to cooperate to resolve a legal dispute between

their companies over Seoul's potential nuclear reactor

exports to the Czech Republic and other nations.

Seoul made the request at a meeting between South

Korean Industry Ministry Lee Chang-yang and U.S.

counterpart Jennifer Granholm that was held on the

sidelines of President Yoon Suk Yeol's state visit (see

entry above). 

The dispute goes back to October last year, when the

U.S.' Westinghouse Electric Co. filed a lawsuit against

South Korea's Korea Hydro & Nuclear Power Co.

(KHNP) for an alleged intellectual property

infringement. The U.S. company accused South Korean

firms of failing to request U.S. government consent to

export an APR1400 nuclear reactor as it is developed

on the basis of its technology. [Yonhap News Agency 2]

Chinese state-owned firm to take investment in

Sri Lanka to nearly USD 2 billion by year’s end

(ns/lm) China’s state-owned China Merchants Group

(CMG) said on May 1 it planned investment in Sri Lanka

to USD 2 billion by the end of the year by building a

major logistics hub at Colombo Port, the first major

foreign investment in the South Asian nation since its

default last year. [Daily Mirror] [South China Morning

Post]

CMG, which entered the Sri Lankan market in 2008,

had accumulated a total investment of USD 1.68 billion

by the beginning of 2023. The company is affiliated

with the China Merchants Ports Holdings Company

Limited (CMPort) – a partner in a joint port network

enterprise that connects 42 harbors in 25 countries

across South Asia, Africa, the Mediterranean, and

South America. [Economy Next]

In 2017, CMG took over commercial activities at

Hambantota Port, located near the main shipping

route from Asia to Europe, after it was leased to China
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for 99 years when Sri Lanka was unable to pay back

the money borrowed to build it.

In separate developments, an outpatient building at

the National Hospital of Sri Lanka, built with Chinese

assistance, was handed over on April 25. The Sri

Lankan Minister of Health and the Ambassador of

China to Colombo presided over the ceremony.

[Colombo Gazette] [News First]

Sri Lanka, Nigerian authorities meet to discuss

economic and defense cooperation

(ns) On April 25, Foreign Minister Ali Sabry met with the

Nigerian High Commissioner to Sri Lanka. The

counterparts discussed the proposals for increasing

cooperation and stronger economic partnership. [Sri

Lankan Foreign Minister Ali Sabry – Twitter]

On the same day, a Nigerian National Defense College

(NDC) delegation led by the Air Commodore arrived in

Sri Lanka on a 6-day familiarization tour. The

counterparts met in the office of the Commander of

the Sri Lankan Army. Nigeria and Sri Lanka also

discussed military diplomacy and training

opportunities for the benefit of both sides. The Island

State forces debriefed the visiting delegation on its

Way Forward Strategy. [Sri Lanka Army]

Taiwan-Five Eyes: Deepening ties

(dql) The National Security Bureau (NSB), Taiwan’s

principal intelligence agency, has confirmed that

Taiwan is now sharing intelligence with the United

States and the other nations belonging to the so-called

“Five Eyes” – an intelligence alliance that currently

comprises Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the U.K.,

and the United States. 

In addition, the NSB’s computer equipment has been

upgraded since last year to the level of those used by

intelligence communities now in use in the Five Eyes

and other partner nations.

The bureau has reportedly even allocated funds to

establish “instant online reporting and communication

mechanism” with foreign countries. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan-U.S.: Deals on parts and aviation

materials for Taiwanese fighter jets concluded
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(dql) Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense (MND) and

the American Institute in Taiwan, the de-facto US

embassy in Taiwan, have signed two two deals worth

nearly USD 420 million for parts and aviation materials

to maintain Taiwan’s fighter jet fleet. [Taipei Times]

Meanwhile, bipartisan proposals for the fiscal 2024

defense authorization bill that allow to accelerate U.S.

munitions production and arms transfers to Taiwan

are being prepared by the House of Representatives

committee dedicated to countering China is preparing

bipartisan, its chairman told Defense News in an

exclusive interview. 

The move comes as the U.S. Pentagon is facing a USD

19 billion arms sale backlog to Taipei. [Defense News]

Taiwan-U.S.: Arizona state parliament adopts

resolution in support of Taiwan

(dql) The legislature of Arizona unanimously passed on

April 25 a joint resolution in support of Taiwan’s

participation in international organizations, such as the

International Civil Aviation Organization, INTERPOL,

and the World Health Organization. It further calls for a

Taiwan-U.S. bilateral trade agreement and for a visit of 

Arizona Governor Katie Hobbs to Taiwan. [Taiwan

News]

Meanwhile, West Virginia opened on April 28  a

representative office in Taipei to serve as a platform

for establishing ties between the U.S. state and Taiwan.

[Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan-France: Unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)

manufacturers sign cooperation agreement

(dql) Taiwanese GEOSAT Aerospace and Technology, a

manufacturer of aerial systems, and French drone

maker Cavok UAS signed a cooperation agreement on

the joint development of long-endurance UAVs with

vertical take-off and landing on April 23.

The drones will be used to boost land and sea

intelligence search, surveillance, and reconnaissance

capabilities.

The agreement marks the first joint development

project between Taiwan and France in the field of

unmanned aerial vehicles. [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan-France: Senator reaffirms concern of

French parliament over stability in Taiwan

Strait

(dql) At a meeting with Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-

wen on April 28, Vice-President of the French Senate

Alain Richard reassured that the French parliament is

pushing the French government to pay closer attention

to the security situation in the Taiwan Strait. 

The meeting was part of a visit of a five-member

delegation of French lawmakers to Taiwan, headed by

Richard.

He added that the visit aimed at demonstrating

“France's friendship with Taiwan and its respect for the

Taiwanese government, as well as a recognition of

Taiwan's social developments, especially in the

achievement of freedom and democracy.”  [Office of

the President, Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

The visit is the second one of French lawmakers within

less than two weeks after the  France-Taiwan

Parliamentary Friendship Group traveled to Taiwan in

mid April (see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3).

Both visits come after remarks French Emmanuel

President Macron had made in an interview following

his visit to China early April that gave rise to

uncertainties over France’s relations with Taiwan.

Speaking to reporters from political magazine Politico,

Macron asked whether it was in France’s interest “to

accelerate [a crisis] on Taiwan?,” and added: “No. The

worse thing would be to think that we Europeans must

become followers on this topic and take our cue from

the U.S. agenda and a Chinese overreaction.” The

remark prompted criticism, accusing Macron of

undermining a unified commitment of the US, Europe

and other allies to counter China’s aggressive policy

toward China (see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2).

Taiwan-Paraguay ties to continue after pro-

Taipei candidate’s victory in presidential

elections

(dql) Diplomatic ties between Taiwan and Paraguay

look set to continue after pro-Taipei candidate

Santiago Pena conservative Colorado party was

declared the winner in the South American country's

presidential election on April 30.

Peña, who had pledged to maintain Paraguay’s long

standing relations with Taiwan won 42.7% of the vote

with more than 99% of ballots counted, marking a over
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15-point lead over center-left rival Efraín Alegre of the

Authentic Radical Liberal Party. During his campaign

Alegre had suggested switching allegiance to China.

[The Guardian]

Meanwhile, President Alejandro Giammattei of

Guatemala has pledged to maintain relations with

Taiwan. He made this pledge during his visit to Taiwan

last week.

Calling his country and Taiwan two "brotherly

countries", he stressed that “Guatemala will continue

to be a solid, diplomatic ally to the Republic of Taiwan

and will continue to deepen cooperation in all areas.”

[DW]

Thailand, Laos partner with the US to combat

Malaria

(aj) Under an initiative of the US development agency,

USAID, Thailand and Laos health workers completed

training to combat malaria. Although Thailand and

Laos have largely inoculated its citizens against

contagious diseases, border areas tend to be hot spots

of infection and disease outbreaks. After sub-Saharan

Africa, Southeast Asia has the second-highest rate of

malaria infections. [Royal Thai Embassy, Washington

D.C.]

In related developments on Thai-US cooperation in

health, Thailand’s National Vaccine Institute (NVI)

joined hands with the US Vaccine Research Center

(VRC) – the leading research institute on vaccine

research, including COVID-19, Ebola, and Zika fever – to

work together on new vaccines to eradicate

tuberculosis that use messenger RNA (mRNA)

technology. VRC is also facilitating the entry of Thai

researchers into the larger global efforts on eliminating

TB. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand, Russia sign MoU 

(aj) Thailand and Russia concluded their eighth session

of the Joint Thai-Russia Commission on Bilateral

Cooperation in Bangkok on April 27. 

The two sides agreed to deepen cooperation in

economics, science, and technology, and signed a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to foster

connections between the Thai Ministry of Tourism and

the Russian Ministry of Sports. Thai Minister of Foreign

Affairs, Don Pramudwinai, and Minister for the
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Development of the Russian Far East and Arctic of

Russia, Aleksei Chekunkov, co-chaired the talks. [Thai

Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Thailand’s new troop carrier from China arrives;

China compromises on submarine deal

(aj) Thailand’s new troop carrier, the HTMS Chang,

from China arrived on April 25. The 25,000-ton

amphibious assault vessel is now the largest ship in

the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) fleet and will be used as

submarine tender and for disaster relief efforts. HTMS

Chang is a part of RTN’s 20-year plan to operate four

amphibious vessels of this size by 2036 to contribute

towards Thailand’s maritime security management.

[AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]

The submarines that will be supported by the HTMS

Chang are being built by China but, due to budget

constraints, the new vessel still needs to be outfitted

with artillery command centers and radar systems.

There is a draft bill undergoing parliamentary purview

for a budget of USD 27.8 million to contract out the

remaining work needed to be done on the new vessel.

[National News Bureau of Thailand] [Thai PBS World]

In another Thai-Chinese military development, the two

countries agreed to try and seek a compromise on the

delayed S26T Yuan-class submarine deal. Thailand

signed a contract in 2017 to pay USD 395 million for

the submarine from state-owned China Shipbuilding &

Offshore International Co (CSOC) that was expected to

be completed this year. However, the submarine has

faced delays due to the EU’s arms embargo on China.

The diesel engine needed for the S26T is supplied by

Motor and Turbine Union, a German company. 

Due to the embargo, CSOC offered to substitute the

German engine with a Chinese-made CHD620 diesel

engine, but was met with hesitation from Thailand.

RTN Admiral Choengchai Chomchoengpaet stated that

Thailand may be more open to the deal if China will

adhere to its terms: to guarantee a safe and running

engine for the S26T and compensate Thailand for the

delays. Political analysts believe a dissolved deal is not

an option for Thailand and China, which may sour the

deepening relations between the two countries and to

expect an announcement on a finalized deal in the

months ahead. [Bangkok Post] [The Diplomat]
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Upcoming online events

3 May 2023 @ 9:00-10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

China’s Biodiversity Action at Home and Overseas

This live-streamed event will offer insight into China's

efforts to protect biodiversity at home and in its

overseas investments.

Visit [Wilson Center] to find more details.

3 May 2023 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

The Battle for Democracy in Venezuela: A

Conversation with former Interim President Juan

Guaidó

At this hybrid event former Interim President Guaidó

will discuss the challenges confronting Venezuela’s

democratic opposition and address the question how

international actors could help bring about a

democratic future in Venezuela.

For more event information, follow [Wilson Center].

3 May 2023 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The Brookings

Institution, USA

Understanding USAID’s Policy Framework

This in-person event and webcast will introduce

USAID’s recently released Policy Framework that

stresses the need to address challenges of

humanitarian emergencies and food security, climate
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change, authoritarianism and democratic renewal,

health security, and inclusive economic growth.

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

4 May 2023 @ 10:30-10:45 a.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

Global diplomatic engagement: Prospects for US-

Japan cooperation

This hybrid event will explore how the US and Japan

are navigating today’s complex diplomatic chessboard

and the potential coordination among Asian and

European allies to address the Ukraine crisis and

threats to peace in Asia. Further issues to be address

from the perspective of US-Japanese relations include

the 2023 agendas for the G-7, G-20, and APEC. The

panel will also reflect on opportunities and obstacles

for U.S.-Japan cooperation in engaging with the

developing world.

If you are interested, find more information at

[Brookings].

 5 May 2023 @ 3:00-5:00 p.m. (GMT+1), German

Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA),

Germany

India and the Indo-Pacific: Between Thucydides and

Kindleberger Trap

Part of the lecture series “World Order Narratives of

the Global South”, funded by the German Government,

this hybrid event will discuss India’s current and future

approaches to Indo-Pacific power politics.

Details are provided at [GIGA].

5 May 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Atlantic Council, USA

From Ideas to Implementation: Priorities for

NATO’s Vilnius Summit

Ahead of the NATO Summit in Vilnius in July, this

hybrid event addresses questions related to the

reinforcement of the Eastern Flank in the face on

ongoing Russian aggression. Among them are: What

concrete steps should NATO take to reinforce the

Eastern Flank as part of a strategy of deterrence by
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denial? How can the Alliance defend against both

immediate and long-term threats? What role should

the United States and its allies and partners play in

supporting Ukraine, and how can NATO reinforce its

commitment to an “open door policy” for prospective

new members?

Learn more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

9 May 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. (GMT+1), German Institute

for Global and Area Studies (GIGA), Germany

The Unfinished Quest: India’s Search for Major

Power Status from Nehru to Modi

This hybrid event features a discussion of the

forthcoming book “The Unfinished Quest: India’s

Search for Major Power Status from Nehru to Modi,”

that explores how, in its 75-year existence as an

independent state, India has achieved much in fulfilling

the dreams of Jawaharlal Nehru and his successors in

obtaining global status even while the quest is still

ongoing.

For more information, see [GIGA].

9 May 2023 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Can Anwar Ever Attract the Support of Malay

Voters? An Analysis of Malaysia’s Political

Polarisation

This webinar will discuss Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim’s chances to win over Malay voters in the

upcoming six state elections which are viewed as

important barometer for Malaysia’s political stability

and the Anwar-led government’s longevity.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

9 May 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Security, freedom, and prosperity in Eastern

Europe

At this hybrid event will feature a talk of Mircea

Geoană, the Deputy Secretary General of NATO, will

examine the roles the European Union and NATO play
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in Eastern Europe and in the reconstruction of Ukraine.

See [Atlantic Council] for more information.

Recent and upcoming book releases

Siegfried S. Hecker, Hinge Points: An Inside Look at

North Korea's Nuclear Program, Stanford University

Press, 410 pages, published on January 10, 2023. Visit

[Foreign Affairs] to read a review.

Isabell Lorey, Democracy in the Political Present: A

Queer-Feminist Theory, Verso, 20 pages, published on

November 15 2022, reviewed in [LSE].

Quinn Slobodian, Crack-Up Capitalism: Market

Radicals and the Dream of a World Without

Democracy, Metropolitan Books, 352 pages, published

on April 4, 2023. For a review, see [The Guardian].

Lisa Dellmuth, Jonas Tallberg, Legitimacy Politics:

Elite Communication and Public Opinion in Global

Governance, Harvard University Press, 528 pages, to

be released on May 16, 2023. The book is reviewed in

[Foreign Affairs].

Ebenezer Obadare, Pastoral Power, Clerical State:

Pentecostalism, Gender, and Sexuality in

Nigeria,University of Notre Dame Press, 222 pages,

published on September 15, 2022, reviewed in [Council

on Foreign Affairs].

Calls

The University of Malta invites proposals for

presentations at its Annual International

Multidisciplinary Conference, to be held on September

13-15, 2023, in Salina Bay, Malta.  Abstract submission

deadline is June 30, 2023. For more information, see

[University of Malta].

The Association for the Study of Modern Italy

(ASMI) invites paper proposals for its annual

conference “Mafias and the Italian State 30 years on:

history, narratives and investigations”, to be held on

December 8-9, 2023 in London, UK. The closing date

for abstract submission is June 9, 2023. Details are

available at [ASMI].

The New Zealand Asian Studies Society (NZASIA)

invites paper proposals for its 25th Biennial
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Conference to be held in Christchurch from November

29 to December 1, 2023. This year’s conference theme

is “Rethinking Asia”. bstract submission deadline is

June 30, 2023. For more information, see [NZASIA].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Department of Global

Communications welcomes applications for the

position of Director, Public Information to be based in

New York, USA. Core responsibility is to direct the

Campaigns and Country Operations Division of the

Department of Global Communications and to

contribute to the formulation of the Department's

overall strategies and policies. Applications are

accepted until May 5, 2023. More information is

provided at [UN Careers].

The United Nations Office for Project Services is

looking for a Country Manager to be based in Sana'a

(Yemen). Core responsibility is to planning,

implementing, monitoring and supervising the delivery

of engagements and operations. Applications are

accepted until May 2, 2023. More information is

provided at [UN Talent].

UN Women seeks a Programme Analyst, Gender in

Humanitarian Action to be based in Maiduguri, Borno

State, Nigeria. Core responsibility is to provide

substantive technical support to the implementation

and management of the humanitarian and disaster

risk programme. Applications are accepted until May 5,

2023. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Project Analyst on Human Rights and

Access to Justice to be based in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.

Core responsibility is to provide support in

implementing the annual work plans and ensure

compliance with the milestones and delivery targets of

the project. Applications are accepted until May 1,

2023. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme’s

(UNDP’s) seeks an Development Programme Intern to

be based in Ankara, Turkey. Applications are accepted

until May 12, 2023. More information is provided at

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an International consultant/Research

Specialist – Gender and Economic Development to

produce a research paper that will analyze the

contribution of women in economic growth and the
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opportunities for a gender dividend as well as the

potential role women can play in stimulating economic

diversification and innovation base of the economy.

Applications are accepted until May 14, 2023. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme’s 

(UNDP’s) Bureau for Policy and Programme Support

(BPPS) seeks a Senior Social Policy Specialist to be

based in New York, USA. Core responsibility is to

provide active leadership in the implementation of

energy, climate, and environment policies and social

frameworks. Applications are accepted until May 6,

2023. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

welcomes applications for the position of Deputy

Representative Operations to be based in Jakarta,

Indonesia, and to serve as a strategic business partner

and as the principal adviser on the overall

management and operation of the country office.

Applications are accepted until May 14, 2023. More

information is provided at [UN Talent].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a National Consultant Adolescent Development &

Participation (ADAP) in Emergencies to be based in

India. One of the core responsibilities is to strategize

the UNICEF India Country office for planning,

implementation, monitoring and quality assurance of

the Child-Friendly Spaces and Adolescent Resource

Centers programme in the Kashmir region with focus

on Youth and Adolescent work. Applications are

accepted until May 5, 2023. More information is

provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Programme Specialist (Prevention of Sexual

Exploitation and Abuse, PSEA) to be based in

Mogadishu, Somalia. Core responsibility is to provide

support in developing, implementing, and monitoring

PSEA partner capacity building and capacity

assessment plans. Applications are accepted until May

8, 2023. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Safety, Security

and Access Head of Department to lead the

organization's activities in Mozambique. Among the

responsibilities is designing and implementing the

humanitarian access strategy in the country.

Applications are accepted until May 8, 2023. More

information is provided at [Action Contre La Faim].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Deputy Country

Director Support, Ukraine to coordinate the mission's

Finance, HR and Logistics departments  ensuring the

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-tlr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-tly/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-tlj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-tlt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-tli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zuijtlt-l-tld/


use of the ACF and donors procedures are known as

well as developing and implementing support

department startegies within the overall Mission

strategy. Applications are accepted until May 20,, 2023.

More information is provided at [UN Jobnet].

Action Against Hunger welcomes applications for the

position of Country Director, Haiti. Applications are

accepted on a rolling basis until the position is filled.

More information is provided at [Action Against

Hunger].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks

a Sub-Regional Security Specialist to be based in

Istanbul, Turkey. Core responsibility is to provide

security policy guidance and security management

support to the Resident Representatives and CO

management teams enabling effective programme

planning, implementation and delivery within the

framework of all UN security policies and procedures.

Applications are accepted until May 4, 2023. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks

a Legal Consultant on the development of the Climate

Law of Ukraine to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Core

responsibility is to provide support to the development

of the draft on climate law, identify the existing gaps

and provide conclusions and recommendations on the

current EU practices for the Ministry of Environmental

Protection and Natural Resources of Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until May 4, 2023. More

information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme seeks

a Program Associate to be based in Tbilisi, Georgia.

Core responsibility is to provide programmatic support

to the UN JP for Gender Equality. Applications are

accepted until May 4, 2023. More information is

provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Senior Adviser (Humanitarian Affairs) to be based in

Florence, Italy. Core responsibility is to provide advice

on key human security issues and guidance on key

directions to unpack the research, foresight,

programmatic and advocacy agenda ensuing from the

ongoing global poly-crisis. 

Applications are accepted until May 20, 2023. More

information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Cybersecurity Expert to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Core responsibility is to provide analysis of IT security

processes in the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine
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and risk assessment for improving the level of

information security of the Ministry of Social Policy of

Ukraine. Applications are accepted until May 4, 2023.

More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Head, GCI and Network

Operations Unit to be based in Vienna, Austria. Core

responsibility is to oversee the implementation and

activities related to operations of the Global

Communications Infrastructure (GCI) and to ensure the

provision of support for the internal computer

networks of the PTS Headquarters. Applications are

accepted until June 4, 2023. More information is

provided at [CTBTO].

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

Organization (CTBTO) seeks a Seismoacoustic

Operations Officer to be based in Vienna, Austria. Core

responsibility is to monitor the operations and data

quality of Seismic, Hydroacoustic and Infrasound (SHI)

IMS stations  and to identify problems with data

acquisition or data quality. Applications are accepted

until May 21, 2023. More information is provided at

[CTBTO].

 

Team:

Amanda Jaroen (aj), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Fabian Beck (fb),

Henning Glaser (hg), Kamran Khan (kk), Loong Dien Min

(ldm), Lucas Meier (lm), Manmehak Kaur (mk), Natalie

Svinina (ns), Peer Morten Strantzen (ms), Sheikh Afif Bin

Zaman (as), Syed Faizal Aljunied (sfa), Tomwit Jarnson (tj),

Venus Phuangkom

 

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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