Grasp the pattern, read the trend

No. 19, May/2023, 2

Brought to you by CPG
THAMMASAT GOETHE — Wineums o
UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITAT = MNSTER

FRANKFURT AM MAIN

. . Auswértiges Amt
Asian Governance Foundation & o [BYWApJ Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
—-AGF - German Academic Exchange Service:

Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Paraguay’s and
Romania’s Independence Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Xi sets economic course for the coming
year

(ms) During the Central Financial and Economic Affairs
Commission, which took place on March 5, Chinese
President Xi Jinping outlined the planned economic
strategy for the coming year, emphasizing the
importance of the country's technology sector as well
as the modernization of the existing economy, while
also addressing issues such as the demographic
hurdles that China will face.

Xi called for a focus on the "real economy", which
means that on the one hand he was striving to
strengthen China's manufacturing industry and the
technological modernization of established industries,
while on the other hand he clearly distanced himself
from relying on the financial and real estate sectors
and risking economic bubbles and resulting economy
hardships.



The statement is in line with China's economic strategy
which Xi and his government staff already announced
during the National Congress of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) in October last year [see AIR
No. 42, October/2022, 3] as well as during the Two
Sessions in March this year [see AIR No. 11,
March/2023, 2]. The security of the economy is one of
the top priorities of the new government, therefore the
stimulus measures of the Chinese government will be
strongly focused on the advanced manufacturing
sector and the non-financial elements of the economy.

Other measures aimed at safeguarding the national
economy include easing the crackdown on the
country's private sector, which has been one of the
driving forces behind China's economic growth.
Furthermore, Xi is striving for Chinese independence in
key industries, especially in high-advanced technology,
in order to protect against economic sanctions such as
those imposed by the U.S. on advanced
semiconductors.

Another important aspect of economic security is the
challenges China faces due to its aging population. In
addition to the financial incentive programs that have
already begun to be offered to parents or the
relaxation of rules regarding childbearing for
unmarried couples or single mothers in some
provinces, Xi calls above all for the existing youth to be
educated as best as possible and for their talent to be
nurtured.

Besides the demographic challenges and the resulting
problem of labor shortages, China is facing record
levels of youth unemployment, with rates of more than
16 percent in the 16-24 age group, which are projected
to continue for years to come, if not worsen.

Unemployment is a particular problem in the country's
urban regions. Against this background, the Provincial
Committee of the Communist Youth League of the
southern Guangdong province announced plans to
send 300,000 young people to the countryside by
2025. Under the goal of "rural rejuvenation," the
provincial government plans to send 10,000 students
from universities in the province each year for two to
three years of "voluntary service" in less developed
areas of the province. Also, 1,000 teams of volunteers
consisting of vocational school students will be sent to
the countryside during the summer to provide
technology know-how for rural enterprises, startups
and key government projects, and to help train local
people. In addition, 1,000 young entrepreneurs inside
and outside the province will be recruited to
participate in community and village development.
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The plans in Guangdong, if they work, could be
replicated across the country, as they address the
problem of youth unemployment, but are also in line
with Xi's goal to improve the country's existing
economy rather than speculative economy in the form
of real estate and finance to strengthen the economy.
[China Change] [South China Morning Post] [Xinhua]

China: Further raids against foreign consulting
firm

(ms) On the evening of May 8, Chinese security
authorities raided several offices of the international
consulting firm Capvision Partners due to alleged
violations of the National Security Law by the
company.

Following the announcement of the raids, Chinese
state broadcaster CCTV reported "According to the
findings [...] Capvision accepted a large number of
consulting projects from overseas companies on
industries sensitive to China, and some of these firms
had close ties with foreign governments, military and
intelligence agencies." It added that Chinese security
authorities have found that "overseas institutions have
used domestic consulting firms to steal state secrets
and intelligence on areas key to China."

In response, Capvision acknowledged China's National
Security Laws and promised to ensure that the
company complies with them.

The raid against Capvision follows searches of the
offices of U.S. law firm Mintz back in late March and
the Shanghai office of Bain & Company, also a U.S.-
based consulting firm. While in the two previous
incidents the Chinese security authorities rather held
back with the disclosure of the reasons behind the
raids, the reporting on the raid of Capvision, allowed
speculation about a tougher action of the Chinese
government against foreign consulting firms.
[Bloomberg] [Nikkei Asia] [Reuters] [The Guardian]
[The New York Times]

The crackdown could have been triggered by the
announced expansion of the Counter Espionage Law at
the end of April, which expands the authority of the
security authorities and places "documents, data,
materials, and items related to national security and
interests" on the same level as state secrets. Although
the amendment is not supposed to take effect until
July 1, the looming crackdown could be a harbinger of
the Chinese government's coming measures against
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foreign firms dealing with information [see AR No. 18,
May/2023, 1].

China: Rumors about U.S. IPO of Alibaba Unit

(ms) According to reports from Bloomberg, the Alibaba
Group Holding Ltd.'s international online shopping unit
is in the early stages of an initial public offering (IPO) in
the U.S. and is already in talks with several banks that
could help prepare an IPO for 2024.

The news comes after Alibaba announced in late
March that it plans to split the company into six
independent companies that would focus on one of
Alibaba's sectors and, ultimately, would independently
seek an IPO [see AIR No. 14, April/2023, 1].

The sector that is rumored to be considering the U.S.
IPO would be the arm of the company responsible for
Alibaba's global e-commerce. Alibaba denied the
rumors when asked by Reuters, saying there were no
plans for an IPO.

The rumors cannot be verified so far, however, but
they reflect an easing of the Chinese government's
crackdown on the private sector.

The crackdown was triggered by the attempted IPO of
Alibaba subsidiary Ant-Group at the end of 2020, which
was banned at the last moment by the Chinese
government [see AR No. 52, December/2020, 5].
However, both the planned split of Alibaba and the
general rhetoric of the Chinese government, which
gives the private sector a more important role in the
revival of the Chinese economy, were seen as signs of
an end to the crackdown. An IPO of Alibaba would
ultimately confirm the end of the crackdown.
[Bloomberg] [Reuters]

China: Cyberspace Administration shuts down
more than 4000 sites

(ms) The Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC)
announced in its quarterly report, that in the first three
months of the year 4200 sites and 55 apps have been
deleted or removed from the app store and 2200
responsible parties of websites have been asked to
correct content on their sites to the understanding of
the Chinese government.

The campaign is part of Operation Qinglang, which
dates back to 2016 and consists of several campaigns
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aimed at "cleaning up" China's online space.

The CAC cited the spread of pornography,
superstitions, prostitution, gambling and illegal lending
for its measures, but also the lack of monitoring of
content distributed on the respective platforms by
online users, as these would contain the risk that
"harmful information" could be spread.

The latter, in particular, plays a major role in China's
ongoing intensification of control over the country's
online space, which deletes and blocks content critical
of the government under the pretext of fighting
misinformation. [South China Morning Post]

China: Next anti-corruption probe in the
Chinese football

(ms) Two more high-level former officials in Chinese
football have been targeted in an anti-corruption
campaign, namely, former Chinese Football
Association (CFA) vice president Li Yuyi and Ma
Chengquander former chairman of the Chinese Super
League Company, the company responsible for hosting
the national league.

The Central Committee for Discipline Inspection (CCDI),
one of the country's two highest anti-corruption
bodies, has not yet disclosed the allegations underlying
the investigation. However, both former officials are
alleged to have committed "serious violations of laws
and regulations," an often-used euphemism for
corruption and bribery.

With Li and Ma, nearly ten high-ranking incumbent or
former officials in Chinese football became targets of
an anti-corruption campaign in 2023 alone. [Associated
Press] [Caixin Global] [VOA News]

China: Former security official suspected of
corruption

(ms) The former assistant chairman of the China
Securities Regulatory Commission (CSRC) Zhu Congjiu
was placed under investigation on May 4 by the
Central Committee for Discipline Inspection (CCDI), one
of the country's two highest anti-corruption bodies, on
allegations of serious violation of law and Communist
Party discipline, an often-used euphemism for
corruption.
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The CSRC reports to the State Council of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) and is responsible for the
country's security industry.

The exact details regarding the circumstances of the
detention were not disclosed by the CCDI, but Zhu is
another high-ranking official who has become a target
of the anti-corruption campaign that began in 2012
with the inauguration of Chinese President Xi Jinping.
[Caixin Global] [Capro Asia]

China: Hong Kong's leader plans drastic
reduction of elected seats in district council

(ms) Hong Kong's Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu on
May 2 unveiled a reform of the distribution of seats on
the local councils for Hong Kong's 18 districts, that
would reduce the number of popularly elected seats by
nearly 80 percent. Observers assess the plan as
another step in Hong Kong's de-democratization.

In 2019, the last election, the 479-strong District
Council was made up of 27 ex-officio members, people
who were not elected but are entitled to a seat by
virtue of their positions in the government apparatus,
and 452 members elected directly by the Hong Kong
people. For the election scheduled at the end of the
year, according to the reform, the general size will be
reduced from 479 to 470 and the number of directly
elected seats will be reduced from 452 to 88.

The remaining 382 seats, under Lee's reform
proposals, will be filled by the consisting 27 ex-officio
members and 179 seats appointed by Lee himself, and
the rest of 176 seats will be determined through
elections within the District Fight Crime Committees,
District Fire Safety Committees and Area Committees
from the various districts of the city.

In addition, all candidates, including those elected by
popular vote, must secure nominations from the
District Committees listed above in order to run for
election and must also undergo a background check to
ensure that only "patriots" stand for election.

Notably, the latter is the same rhetoric already used in
the Chinese government's 2021 overhaul of the Hong
Kong election system, which, in response to the 2019
anti-government protests and the subsequent
introduction of the National Security Law, also allowed
only "patriots" to run in the 2022 Hong Kong chief
executive election, resulting in Lee being the sole
candidate and being elected with over 99 percent of
the votes [see AIR No. 19, May/2022, 2].
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Although the reform plans have yet to be approved by
the Legislative Council (LegCo), the reduction of
democratically elected seats as well as the
impediment, if not complete exclusion, of democratic
candidates from the ballot is another step in the
erosion of democracy in Hong Kong.

A current member of the District Committee, who
announced that he would not run in the next election
because of the proposed reform, called the reform the
"destruct[ion of] the final bastion of democracy in
Hong Kong." [Associated Press] [Hong Kong Free Press
11 [Hong Kong Free Press 2]

China: Hong Kong government closes
Tiananmen vigil site

(ms) To coincide with the upcoming anniversary of and
the annual vigil for the victims of the 1989 Tiananmen
Square incident, the Hong Kong government has
announced to close Victoria Park, the usual site of the
vigil due to planned "maintenance" works.

While until 2020 a large-scale vigil in remembrance of
the victims of the crackdown on the 1989 Tiananmen
Square protest was usually held in Victoria Park every
year on June 4, the Hong Kong government banned the
parkin 2021 due to the Zero-COVID pandemic and in
2022 in addition as a prevention of possible "illegal
activities" [see AiR No. 23, June/2022, 1].

In an earlier move, the Hong Kong government also
targeted under the Hong Kong National Security Law
the Hong Kong Alliance in Support of Patriotic
Democratic Movements in China, which was known
primarily for organizing the vigil. Currently, the three
leaders of the organization are in jail and face
additional charges [see AR No. 10, March/2023, 1].
[Hong Kong Free Press]

China: Quran sufficient to be considered a
potential extremist in Xinjiang

(ms) A newly released report by Human Right Watch
reveals the extent of surveillance of Uyghurs and other
Muslim minorities in the northwestern Xinjiang region.

According to the report, merely reading the Quran is
enough to be classified by surveillance technology as
an extremist and potential terrorist threat.
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The report is based on data from the provincial
government of the Xinjiang region from 2017 and
2018, which was leaked in 2019 to the news outlet The
Intercept, which published a report on the mass
surveillance system on the ground based on this data
already in 2021 [see report].

The new Human Rights Watch report places its focus
particularly on the extent and practices behind the
mass surveillance and how it specifically oppresses
and discriminates against Muslims. In the 9 months
covered by the leaked data, the report says that
slightly less than 11 million checks of 1.2 million
different cell phones were conducted in Urumgqji, the
capital of the Xinjiang region alone, with a population
of 3.5 million.

During the inspection of the cell phones, the
monitoring software checks the devices for the
presence of a catalog of about 50,000 different files,
including videos, texts, programs, etc. If files from the
list are found on the device, the examined person is
marked and manual reviews as well as interviews by
the local security authorities follow.

In addition to content related to organized crime and
terrorist groups, such as those associated with the
Islamic State (ISIS), the catalog of data to be checked
also includes content that appears harmless at first
glance. Among others, human rights groups such as
the East Turkistan Independence Movement, or the
World Uyghur Congress, but also media houses such
as Radio Free Asia. However, special attention was paid
to the fact that even the possession of the Quran or
parts of the central text of the Islamic religion can be
enough to be subjected to investigations and
questioning.

Of the cell phones seized by local police in the
documents, at least 12 percent were for possession of
Islamic religious content and at least 6 percent were
for possession of political content related to, for
example, Uyghur independence or the democracy
movement in Hong Kong.

The report underscores existing allegations that the
Chinese government has used the pretext of fighting
terror to install a security apparatus in the region that
specifically oppresses and persecutes minorities,
especially those of Muslim background. [Al Jazeera]
[Human Rights Watch]

Japan: Public divided over parliament debate on
revision of constitution
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(dql) The revision of Japan'’s constitution continues to
split the Japanese public.

According to a recent poll on the question whether the
parliament should accelerate its debate on amending
the constitution - including the war-renouncing Article
9, - 49 percent of respondents said yes, 48 percent no.
Even more, 71 percent of respondents said they saw
no momentum toward changing the constitution
among the public.

As for Article 9, under which Japan renounces war as
the country's sovereign right and is prohibited from
possessing “land, sea, and air forces, as well as other
war potential,” 53 percent endorsed amending the
article, while 45 percent opposed such a move. Late
former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe maintained during
his tenure from 2012 to 2020 the need for a
clarification of the legal status of Japan’s Self-Defense
Forces to end claims that the country's forces are
"unconstitutional."

The results point to difficulties Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida will face in his efforts for constitutional reform
which he vowed to achieve before the end of his term
as president of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) in September 2024.

They also come despite concerns about security
threats including a possible nuclear escalation in
Russia’s war against Ukraine and North Korea's missile
tests. [Kyodo News]

In a separate poll, 80 percent of the respondents
expressed opposition against possible tax increase
that Kishida’'s administration is pushing for, in a bid to
finance the country’'s massive defense buildup plan
that was adopted by the Cabinet in December and will
cost estimated USD 320 billion over by 2027 (see AiR
No. 51, December/2022, 3). [MENAFN]

Japan: Exploitative photo voyeurism to be
criminalized

(dql) Japan's legislators have submitted for the
country's first-ever bill in the ongoing parliamentary
session that seeks to prohibit taking sexually
exploitative photos or videos of others without
consent, including “upskirting” and secretly filming
sexual acts.

The bill proposes as punishment for such cases
imprisonment of up to three years or a fine of up to
USD 22,000. It is part of a broader reform of Japanese
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laws on sex crimes, including a widened definition of
rape and a proposal to raise the age of consent from
13to 16 (see AR No. 9, February/2023, 4, AiR No. 8,
February/2023, 3).

Until now, such criminal cases have fallen under the
purview of prefectural anti-disturbance ordinances,
which vary from municipality to municipality with
regards to acts covered and the penalties involved.

Demands for the bill have been long-standing. In 2021,
Japanese police recorded over 5,000 arrests for
clandestine photography, a record high. In 2010, the
number of such arrests stood at some 1,700. [BBC]
[apan Today]

Japan: Drop in child population continues

(dql) Data released by Japan’s internal affairs ministry,
the country’s population of children under 15 stood at
14.35 million, 300,000 less than the previous year.

The number accounts for 11.5 percent of the total
population. It marks the lowest number since 1950,
when the collection of comparable data started, and a
decline for the 42nd straight year. [NHK]

The data adds to already heightened concerns over the
general population development in Japan. Late April,
The National Institute of Population and Security
Research of Japan’s health ministry released a forecast
according to which the country’'s population will fall to
87 million by 2070, marking a sharp drop by 30 percent
compared to 2020 with 126.15 million.

The institute warned of ballooning social security costs
as people aged 65 or above in Japan are projected to
hit 33.67 million in 2070, which would account for 38.7
percent of the total population, while people 14 and
younger are expected to account for less than 10
percent in 2050 and remain at that level until 2070 (see
AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1).

Meanwhile, a survey conducted by Nippon Foundation
revealed that nearly half of young people in Japan have
had thoughts of committing suicide. Among those,
close to 45 percent made preparations for or
attempted the self-killing.

A majority of the respondents also said that they did
not communicate with anyone about these thoughts
and that they were unaware of groups and
organizations providing support.
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As major causes for the suicidal ideation, the
respondents identified difficulties in handling their
relationships with others, suffering from bullying and
anxiety over future employment or educational
prospects. [Anadolu Agency]

Mongolia: Draft constitutional amendments
submitted to parliament

(dqgl) Draft amendments to Mongolia’'s constitution of
the Cabinet have been submitted to the parliament.

One major change pertains to the issue of
parliamentary representation of the people, with an
increase in the number of members of parliament to
152 being proposed to adapt to the increase of the
number of citizens to be represented by one member
of parliament from 27,000 in 1992, when the
constitution was introduced, to 44,700 today.

Another significant reform concerns the electoral
system of the legislature. The Cabinet suggests
changing the ratio of majoritarian and proportional
representation to 50 percent to 50 percent from the
current 48:28 ratio of majoritarian votes seats to
proportional vote seats. [Monstame]

North Korea: Satellite pictures suggest
construction work at major rocket launching
site

(dgl) North Korea is believed to carry out construction
at Sohae Satellite Launching Station, the countries'
major rocket launching site, as recent commercial
satellite imagery indicates.

While it is unclear what this new construction will
amount to. It is, however, assumed that it is part of the
overall effort to modernize and enhance the satellite
launch facility. [38 North]

South Korea: Ruling party legislator under
pressure over bribery allegations

(dgl) Ruling People Power Party (PPP) lawmaker Tae
Yong-ho has denied allegations of bribery in the
context of last year's June local elections.

Following a media report, Tae, former North Korean
deputy ambassador to Britain who defected to South
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Korea in 2016 and was elected as a lawmaker four
years later, is accused of accepting donations from
elected councilors of his constituency in Seoul's
Gangnam district, in return for backing their
nomination.

Tae has further come under fire amid media reports
about senior presidential political affairs secretary Lee
Jin-bok’s request for him to voice support of South
Korea-Japan relations while talking about the issue of
party nominations for next year's general elections.

He has also been criticized by his own party for
statements considered as distorting history after he
insisted in February that a civilian uprising on Jeju
Island in the late 1940s was obviously triggered on the
instruction of North Korea's late founder, Kim Il-sung.
[Korea JoongAng Daily]

The Jeju Uprising refers to the rebellion on Jeju Island,
South Korea, 1948-49, that was heavily suppressed by
the South Korean and saw 30,000 and 60,000 people
killed in fighting between factions.

Meanwhile, two lawmakers of the main opposition
Democratic Party (DP) withdrew from the party. The
move came in response to accusations against them of
being involved in a political bribery case which centers
on allegations that campaign officials of Song Young-
gil, a former DP leader, distributed cash envelopes to
party members prior to the party's national convention
in May 2021, during which Song was elected the party's
chairman. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Sacking of chief of broadcasting
regulator speculated

(dgl) The dismissal of Han Sang-hyuk, the Chairman of
the Korea Communications Commission (KCC), South
Korea's broadcasting regulator, is reportedly under
consideration by the government.

Han is accused of score manipulation during the
renewal of the broadcasting license for TV Chosun, a
right-leaning cable channel, in 2020.

Appointed by former liberal President Moon Jae-in,
Han is suspected of overlooking the manipulation and
appointing a civic group official opposed to TV Chosun
as a member of the license review panel.

In the review, TV Chosun received 653.39 points, only
just passing the 650-point threshold for the renewal of
cable channel licenses, with low scores in core
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categories, such as responsible and objective
broadcasting. This resulted in a conditional approval.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Special crackdown on foreigners
illegally residing in the country

(dqgl) The Ministry of Justice has disclosed that nearly
7,600 foreign nationals illegally residing in South Korea
were caught in a special, multi-agency crackdown
conducted in March and April and involving the Justice
Ministry, National Police Agency and the Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure and Transport.

7,578 individuals were caught. 6,863 of them were told
to leave the country while 208 were fined. The
remaining individuals are still under investigation.

5,247 foreigners illegally residing in the country
voluntarily left the country during the crackdown as
well.

According to the ministry, the crackdown focused on
industries that may cause social harm like bars and
other entertainment establishments, as well as sectors
such as deliveries where illegal immigration may be
impacting South Korean employment opportunities.

A total of 1,701 employers were fined for hiring
foreigners illegally residing in the country and 12 illegal
job brokers.

In total, 25,000 individuals were either busted or
voluntarily left the country through April during the
Justice Ministry's regular crackdown that began at the
beginning of the year, which also includes the special
joint crackdown over the last two months. [Korea
JoongAng Daily]

South Korea: National Intelligence Service,
election commission clash over allegations of
North Korea hacking

(dql) South Korea's National Election Commission (NEC)
has denied that it was informed by the South Korean
National Intelligence Service (NIS), the country's chief
intelligence agency, about attempts by North Korea to
infiltrate the country’s election system.

The NIS claims that it submitted on May 4 a notification
to the NEC warning of North Korean hackers seeking
to penetrate the state election organizer's networks.
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Lawmakers on the parliamentary intelligence and
interior committees, belonging to the ruling People
Power Party, are calling for plenary sessions to
summon and grill officials of the election commission
over the matter. [The Korea Herald]

Taiwan: Sky Sword Il mobile missile launchers
to be delivered

(dgl) Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense (MND) has
disclosed that the military this week will receive 19
mobile missile launchers for Sky Sword Il missiles, the
homegrown beyond-visual-range air-to-air missile.

Part of the USD 771 million Sea and Air Combat
Capability Enhancement Plan, the mobile launchers
along with various types of missiles and military
facilities are to be produced and built from 2022 to
2026.

1000 missiles are expected to be produced
domestically this year, with currently 16 production
lines in operation to mass produce various missiles.
[Taiwan News 1]

Meanwhile, the MND announced that the US has
postponed the delivery of two F-16V fighter jets to
Taiwan from the fourth quarter of 2023 until the third
quarter of 2024.

However, the Ministry remarked that it was working on
minimizing damage and making up deficiencies, while
confirming the delivery of the 66 jets ordered in August
2020 (see AiR No. 33, August/2020, 3) would still be
completed in 2026 as originally scheduled.

Under the original delivery plan, Taiwan was supposed
to receive one single-seat and one two-seat F-16V
Block 70 before the end of 2023, while starting in 2024,
the jets will be delivered in batches of four or five.
[Liberty Times Net, in Chinese] [Mehr News Agency]

On the other hand, Taiwan’s military will reportedly
receive 46 MK 48 torpedoes earlier than planned,
namely in 2025 instead of 2028.

This comes on the heels of other reports according to
which an extra 18 high-mobility artillery rocket systems
(HIMARS) ordered by Taiwan, in addition to 11 bought
earlier, will be delivered in 2026 instead of 2027 and
2028. [Taiwan News 2]
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Taiwan: Feasibility of converting aging fighter
jets to military drones being studied

(dgl) The National Chung-Shan Institute of Science and
Technology (NCSIST), Taiwan's state-owned
corporation active in the development and
manufacture of various weapons systems and dual use
technologies, has confirmed during a session of the
parliamentary Foreign and National Defense
Committee that it is looking into possibilities of
converting F-5 fighter jets into unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs), capable of intercepting Chinese
military aircraft intruding on Taiwan's air defense
identification zone (ADIZ).

Taiwan's F-5 jets have been in service for more than 50
years and are to be fully phased out late 2024. [Taiwan
News]
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Bangladesh: Contentious DSA will not be
repealed but be amended by September, law
minister says

(Im) Bangladesh's law minister on May 3 said the
country’s controversial Digital Security Act (DSA) would
be amended by this September, adding that the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights had sent him a technical note regarding the DSA
that had been examined by the ministry. The minister
also said that the government had “no plan to repeal
the law”. [Anadolu Agency] [The Financial Express]
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Eight international rights organizations, including
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and
Reporters Without Borders, in a joint statement on the
same day said that increasing attacks in Bangladesh on
journalists and others exercising their right to freely
criticize government policies and practices are
alarming. Referring to the Dhaka-based think tank
Centre for Governance Studies, the statement noted
that as of early May 2023, at least 339 DSA cases had
been filed against journalists since its inception in
2018. [Human Rights Watch]

Bangladesh: Foreign exchange reserves fall to
less than USD 30 billion

(az/Im) Bangladesh's foreign exchange reserves have
fallen to USD 29.77 billion after the country’s central
bank cleared import bills worth USD 1.18 billion
through the Asian Clearing Union last week. The
reserves stood at USD 42.20 billion in May last year,
meaning that the amount decreased nearly 30 percent
over the past year. [New Age]

The South Asian nation has been facing severe
economic hardship since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
in February last year. In its import-dependent
economy, rising global fuel oil and other commodity
prices have caused nearly double-digit inflation and
depleted foreign reserves.

To protect the declining reserves, the government last
May temporarily suspended foreign trips of its officials
and postponed the implementation of projects relying
on heavy imports, while the central bank, for its part,
stopped all non-essential imports and reduced the
supply of dollars to commercial banks [see AiR No. 20,
May/2022, 3]. This has not only forced banks to refuse
new letters of credit applications but also has made
their promised payments to foreign suppliers for
previous imports uncertain.

India: Top wrestlers continue street protest
against wrestling chief over sexual harassment

(Im) India’s top wrestlers have intensified their protest
to demand the arrest of their federation chief whom
they have accused of sexual harassment.

Protests by the wrestlers first began in January, when
several leading wrestlers demanded an inquiry into
claims of sexual harassment by younger athletes
against the chief of the Wrestling Federation Of India
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(WFI), Brij Bhushan Singh. The wrestlers called off their
protests after the federal government assured them of
action and asked Singh to step aside for a few weeks.
The Indian Olympic Association also set up a
committee to investigate the allegations. [AIR No. 4,
January/2023, 4]

But the wrestlers resumed their protests late last
month, saying they wouldn't budge until Singh, an
influential lawmaker and politician from the governing
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), was arrested. In light of
this, and following an intervention by the country's
Supreme Court, the Delhi Police filed two complaints
against Singh - one of them under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act based on a
minor's complaint on April 28. But he is yet to be
questioned or arrested.

Singh, for his part, has accused the protesting
wrestlers of playing a “political game,” alleging
opposition parties were behind the protests, without
providing evidence for the claim.

Against this backdrop, on May 4, the Supreme Court
heard their plea seeking action against him.

The previous day, wrestlers told the media they were
assaulted by the police while trying to bring beds to
the protest site. [The Indian Express]

Meanwhile, the sports ministry has admitted to
structural lapses in the WFI, saying it had no Internal
Complaints Committee - as mandated by law - to deal
with allegations of sexual harassment within the
organisation. [BBC] [The Straits Times] [CNN]

India: Army steps in to quell violence in
northeastern Manipur state

(Im) Troops of the Indian Army and the paramilitary
Assam Rifles held flag marches and evacuated
thousands of civilians amid a dawn-to-dusk curfew to
quell violence between tribal and non-tribal groups in
the remote northeastern state of Manipur on May 3-4.

Violence initially broke out during a protest march on
May 2 by thousands of Kuki tribespeople and members
of other predominantly Christian tribal communities
opposing a demand by the state's majority, non-tribal
Meitei community for the constitutionally defined
status of a Scheduled Indian Tribe (SIT).

The majority Meitei community has been demanding
inclusion under the SIT category for years. India
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reserves government jobs, low-cost bank loans, and
elected seats - from village councils to Parliament -
among other benefits for communities under this
category to rectify historical wrongs that have denied
them equal opportunities.

However, tribal people say members of the Meitei
community - most of which are Hindu - comparatively
well-off and that granting them more privileges would
be unfair. In light of this, last month, the Manipur High
Court asked the state government to consider
petitions for the Meitei community's demand and
decide on it "expeditiously". [Al Jazeera] [BBC] [The
Straits Times]

India: Two blasts near Sikh shrine injure at least
one

(Im) Two blasts within 36 hours rocked the area around
the Golden Temple in India's Amritsar city, one of the
holiest sites in Sikhism, leaving at least one person
injured. [The Straits Times]

The blasts come after Indian police late last month
arrested Amritpal Singh, a separatist leader who
revived calls for an independent Sikh homeland and
the secession of the country’'s northern Punjab state,
bringing to an end a months-long manhunt [see AiR
No. 17, April/2023, 4]. It was unclear if the two
incidents were linked.

India: Three dead after MiG-21 jet crashes into
house

(Im) A Russian-made MiG-21 on May 8 suffered an
“onboard emergency” and crashed into a house in
India’s western state of Rajasthan, leaving three
civilians dead. The Indian Air Force has set up an
inquiry to ascertain the cause of the crash. [Deutsche
Welle] [The Straits Times]

Pakistan: Supreme Court resumes hearing pleas
against act curtailing chief justice’'s powers

(kk/Im) Pakistan’'s Supreme Court on May 8 resumed
the hearing of pleas challenging the newly enacted law
that curtails the powers of the apex court’s chief justice
to constitute panels, hear appeals or assign cases to
judges in his team. [News Drum]
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The government had introduced the bill in the lower
house of the parliament on March 29 and it was
passed by the senate, or upper house, the following
day [see AIR No. 14, April/2023, 1]. The Supreme Court
- while hearing three petitions challenging the bill - in
an “anticipatory injunction” on April 13 barred the
government from enforcing the draft law, saying the
move would “prevent the imminent apprehended
danger that is irreparable” as soon as it becomes an
act of parliament [see AR No. 16, April/2023, 3].

On May 9, then, the speaker of the lower house
decided against a request by the Supreme Court
Registrar that sought the records of five National
Assembly sessions from the speaker’s office, saying
that the matter of providing a record of parliamentary
proceedings was left to the consent of the lower house
of the parliament. [Pakistan Observer]

Speaking against the backdrop of the hearing,
Pakistani Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif on May 5 said
that the notion of a justice system functioning with
"likes and dislikes" had been widely condemned, with
calls for measures to be taken to rectify the situation.
[GEO NEWS]

Pakistan: Bill penalizing contempt of
Parliament to be tabled in lower house

(Im) A bill seeking to penalize actions that obstruct the
parliament in the carrying out of its functions or hinder
any lawmaker in the performance of their duties is set
to be tabled in Pakistan's Parliament's lower house on
May 9. [Dunya News]

The bill, drafted by the parliamentary committee on
rules and regulations will authorize the legislature to
summon any government official over its “contempt”. A
parliamentary committee comprising 24 members,
with equal share from the treasury and from the
opposition benches, will investigate the cases brought
before it. The committee will then suggest punishment
that will be finalized by the leader of the house
concerned. The bill suggested punishments of six-
month imprisonment and hefty fine.

Pakistan: Ex-Prime Minister Khan arrested
outside court in Islamabad; move slammed as
‘abduction’ by PTI

(Im) Pakistan's former Prime Minister Imran Khan was
arrested on May 9 by paramilitary forces who smashed
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their way into a courthouse in the capital Islamabad to
detain him on multiple corruption charges. The
dramatic and sudden arrest of the opposition PTI party
leader is the latest chapter in months of ongoing
political turmoil in the South Asian nation after Khan
was ousted in April last year. [CNBC] [CNN] [South
China Morning Post]

The case involves allegations over the allotment of land
in the so-called Al-Qadir Trust, which is owned by Khan
and his wife, and the former prime minister was
expected to be brought before an anti-corruption
tribunal later on May 9, according to news reports. [Al
Jazeera]

Khan has faced a growing raft of legal cases filed
against him and multiple arrest warrants have been
made, triggering confrontations with his supporters -
the last time in March outside Khan's residence in
Lahore [see AIR No. 13, March/2023, 4].

In light of Khan's recent arrest the PTI has called on its
supporters to come onto the streets - protests have
been reported from Lahore and Peshawar. Fawad
Chaudhry, a senior PTI official, meanwhile, denounced
the arrest as an “abduction” and claimed the court had
been “occupied” by paramilitary forces and that
lawyers were being tortured. [BBC] [South China
Morning Post]

Pakistan: Military warns former Prime Minister
Imran Khan against making ‘baseless
allegations’

(Im) Pakistan’s powerful military on May 8 warned
former Prime Minister Imran Khan against making
“baseless allegations” after he again accused Major-
General Faisal Naseer, a senior intelligence officer, of
being involved in an assassination attempt last year
during which he was shot in the leg. [The Straits Times]

In November, the former premier and leader of the
main opposition PTI party survived a gun attack -
which supporters say was an attempted assassination
- while he was leading a protest march to demand
fresh elections in Punjab province. Khan suffered
bullet wounds to his right leg; one person was killed
and at least 10 injured. [AIR No. 45, November/2022, 2]

Since then, Khan insisted that the current political and
military leadership - including Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, the interior minister, and Major-General Faisal
Naseer - had plotted the attack. Pakistan's
government, for its part, has said the assassination


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-hu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-kl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-kr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-kr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-ky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-ky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-kj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-kt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-ki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-ki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-kd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-kh/

attempt was the work of a lone gunman, who is now in
custody and who confessed in a video controversially
leaked to the media.

Khan repeated his allegations in a video statement
released on May 9, saying that “there is no reason for
me to fabricate the facts”.

Pakistan: Gunmen storm school in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province, kill eight teachers in
separate attacks

(Im) Gunmen stormed a school in Pakistan's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province that borders Afghanistan on
May 4, killing seven teachers and gunning down
another teacher from the school in a separate attack.
Earlier in the day, a shootout with militants elsewhere
in the region killed six Pakistani soldiers.

There were no initial claims of responsibility for the
attacks, which took place within a four-mile radius of
Kurram, the only Shia-majority town in the province.
However, there is reason to believe that both assaults
had a sectarian undercurrent because the seven killed
teachers were members of Pakistan's minority Shiite
community, which is frequently targeted by militants.
[CBS News] [The New York Times] [The Straits Times]

Sri Lanka: Governing Council of the President's
Fund meets for the first time in four years

(ns) The Governing Council of Sri Lanka’s President's
Fund conducted its first meeting in four years on May 9
under the patronage of President and Finance Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe. The council consists of seven
members, including the opposition leader, Sajith
Premadasa, who was absent from these scheduled
discussions. The six council members who were in
attendance discussed several programs that the
government plans to implement to improve the
services provided via the President’s Fund.
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Cambodia: IF) affiliate reports on journalists’
harassment

(ns) On May 3, which marks the World Press Freedom
Day, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen reaffirmed
the commitment of the Kingdom to upholding the right
to freedom of expression, free press, and civil society
organizations. [The Star]

Nonetheless, the International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ) announced that the 2022 report from
an association of Cambodian Journalists (Cambo]A)
counters such claims with increasing rates of
harassment, attacks, and detentions of media figures
observed since 2017.

The report shows the significant part of harassment
Cambodian media workers experience in the capital
Phnom Penh. Some journalists encountered repeated
repressions from the authorities, and seven reporters
were taken into custody. The year 2021 records the
highest number of documented harassment cases, -
and in 2022, the state revoked the licenses of four
independent media outlets and charged more female
journalists compared to previous years. The report
describes cases where officers used physical force to
intimidate journalists. The typical charges given to
independent media outlets and their employees are
defamation, misinformation, and incitement to
discrimination. [Cambo]A]

IF) supports the research findings from CamboJA and
urges the State government and judicial authorities to
address the violations of journalists’ rights.
[International Federation of Journalists]

Cambodia: Ruling party nominates the son of
the Prime Minister as the Phnom Penh MP

(ns) On May 2, the Cambodian National Election
Committee published its list of nominees in which the
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son of the Cambodian Prime Minister, Hun Manet, was
ranked as the primary candidate for the post of the
Phnom Penh member of Parliament (MP).

After Hun Manet got promoted to the rank of 4-star
General on April 20, he stepped down from his military
positions to contest in national elections. The
promoted Phnom Penh MP nominee passed over his
duties to Mao Sophan, Deputy Army Chief and
Commander of the Brigade 70 elite unit.

The National Election Committee expects to spend
around USD 50 million to conduct the polls and set
23,789 stations for the July 23 voting. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia: CL opposition encounters obstacles
from the National Election Committee to
register for polls

(ns) The opposition Candle Light (CL) party Secretary-
General reports that the CL cannot register for the
upcoming national elections since the National Election
Committee (NEC) enacted new regulations and didn't
register the party in the list published by the NEC on its
website on May 3.

CL representatives suggest the legal body is creating
bureaucratic obstacles to the leading oppositional
group, so it can finalize the submissions process, with
their opponents failing to adhere to the deadline.

On May 2, Exiled Cambodia National Rescue Party
(CNRP) leader Sam Rainsy said that the Cambodian
government uses these means to prevent the risk of
any real political opposition. Likewise, the ruling party
used controversial means of preparing for the national
elections in 2017, including the disbandment of the
oppositional CNRP alliance.

The same year, the administration lost CL's registration
papers concurrently with the raid on its headquarters.
The Interior Ministry declined to provide them with a
new copy of essential documents. [Cambo]A]

Cambodia: Court issues additional charges
against political opposition detainee

(ns) On April 28, the Cambodian Phnom Penh
Municipality court issued additional charges against
detained oppositional Candle Light (CL) leader, Thach
Setha, potentially preventing him from campaigning
for the upcoming national elections on July 23.
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He was taken into custody over charges of writing false
checks and “incitement to provoke social chaos,” facing
sentences between six months to two years in prison
with the new charges.

A Cambodian Human Rights and Development
Association spokesman said the new charges are likely
politically motivated because the opposition leader has
tried to repay the checks - however, courts provided
no such opportunity. [Radio Free Asia]

Cambodia: Prime Minister warns exiled political
activist of firing relatives working in the
government

(ns) On April 25, the Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Sen warned a popular exiled Cambodian political
activist of firing his relatives from their official positions
in the state government. The father of the activist is a
military officer and a supporter of the ruling
Cambodian People’s Party (CPP), and his sister-in-law
works at the Cambodian Interior Ministry. The activist
currently resides in France, - where he seeks asylum
due to the official response to his critical remarks on
the CPP government.

The opposition activist has an accountable audience
and criticizes free admission to the Southeast Asia
Games, which are currently held in Cambodia, to gain
the popular vote ahead of the elections.

In response, Hun Sen posted a video on Telegram,
where the mother and brother of the political activist
expressed concern over the fact that their family
member did not join the ruling party. The Prime
Minister added that the activist, Sorn Dara, is insulting
his parents.

Sorn Dara is a former member of the dismantled
Cambodia National Rescue Party. The activist
responded that he would prefer not to be associated
with his family and that the Cambodian government
tends to use threats as the election nears. [Radio Free
Asia]

Cambodia: Phnom Penh doctor apologizes for
his critical remarks over a road in the city

(ns) On May 3, a Phnom Penh doctor publicly
apologized in front of the Sangkat Kraing Thnong, Sen
Sok administrative area officials for making
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disparaging remarks over the road in this Phnom Penh
area.

State agents have recently identified a derogatory
media post about the 1962 road construction in the
Kraing Angkrang village and have deliberately
summoned the accused to publish a letter and video
apology for the conduct. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: President Joko Widodo conducts site
visit of roads in Lampung, South Sumatra

(ys) President Joko Widodo conducted a visit to
Lampung, South Sumatra on May 5 to inspect roads
there. The inspection came in response to a viral video
that criticized the inaction of local officials regarding
damaged roads.

Local residents have long complained about worsening
road conditions. In an Instagram tweet, the President
urged citizens to report to him through direct message
if there is any damaged road that is not immediately
repaired. [Jakarta Post] [Kompas, in Indonesian]
[Instagram, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: Task Force to investigate suspicious
transaction

(ys) The Indonesian Minister of Coordinating Legal,
Political, and Security Affairs, Mahfud MD, has officially
formed a task force to investigate the suspicious
transaction at the Finance Ministry, amounting to USD
23.78 billion, and related allegations of money
laundering.

Mahfud himself heads the task force consisting of the
Coordinating Ministry for Legal, Political, and Security
Affairs; the Indonesian Financial Transaction Reports
and Analysis Centre (PPATK); the Finance Ministry; the
National Police; the Attorney General's Office; and the
State Intelligence Agency (BIN). It will also involve 12
experts in the field of money laundering, corruption,
and economic crimes, including customs and excise as
well as taxation.

The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) will not
be part of the Task Force but they will receive the
report from the investigating team. The deadline for
the investigation is due December 2023 but might be
prolonged if need be. [The Jakarta Post] [Times
Indonesia, in Indonesian]
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Indonesia: 2024 Election likely to be a three-
horse race

(ys) Indonesia is heading toward a presidential election
next year. Several names have been rumored to move
ahead as candidates. The current president, Joko
Widodo, has been dubbed a Kingmaker after being
seen in events with Prabowo Subianto of the Gerindra
Party, the third-largest party in the House of
Representatives, and Ganjar Pranowo of the
Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP), the
party of Widodo. The public has speculated if this is a
sign that the president is giving his blessing to the two
candidates. However, spokespersons on both parties
later said that neither of the two candidates will run for
vice president. [CNN Indonesia] [The Jakarta Post]

Gerindra has made public that Prabowo will be
running for the presidential election in 2024. On the
other hand, the PDIP has been holding back
announcements of who will be running for the
presidential race.

Polls suggest Ganjar is leading ahead, but it is believed
that the chairwoman of PDID, Megawati Sukarnoputri,
is considering backing her own daughter, Puan
Maharani, currently Speaker of the People’s
Representative Council (DPR).

Last month, Megawati finally endorsed Ganjar's
candidacy, after he spent months courting Megawati.
The endorsement was expressed in a highly symbolic
manner with Megawati placing a black peci on his head
as he bowed before her, suggesting how the
relationship skews.

“There was that sense of you're being put here to serve
the PDIP and Megawati. It's a very delicate balance,”
said Ben Bland, director of the Asia-Pacific program at
Chatham House. Previously, Megawati also made a
statement that it was because of her that Jokowi was
made president. The first female president no doubt
still holds sway within the party and the public. [SCMP]

Other than Prabowo and Ganjar, the former Governor
of Jakarta, Anies Baswedan will also run for the ticket.
The National Democratic Party (Nasdem), the
Democratic Party, and the Prosperous Justice Party
(PKS) have declared their support for Anies.

The three candidates ranked top three in Indonesia,
with Ganjar previously ranked first before the backlash
of the Israeli football team ban, where he then
dropped to number 2. Prabowo is now ranked first in
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the poll. Anies follows on ranke 3. It remains unclear
who will run for the VP ticket with these three
candidates. [The Jakarta Post] [Kompas, in Indonesian]

Indonesia: New Criminal Code will charge
judicial misdirection and/or fabrication with
criminal offenses

(dqgl) An expert team on Indonesia’s Criminal Code,
Harkristuti Harkrisnowo, made a statement that there
will be an additional criminal code for those involved in
judicial misdirection or fabrication of criminal cases,
such as the case of Ferdy Sambo, former Indonesian
National Police Head of the Profession and Security
Division who plotted to murder his subordinate.

The current Indonesian Criminal Code does not
regulate such misconduct or fabrication, whereas the
new one will charge the implicated person with
criminal offenses. Harkrisnowo also stated that Article
51 will regulate prevention, rehabilitation, and conflict
resolution for the defendant. [Kompas, in Indonesian]

Laos: Pro-democracy activist survives gun
attack after initial reports of his death

(Im) A young Laos pro-democracy activist who was shot
by an unknown assailant in a cafe in the capital
Vientiane has survived the attack, international rights
watchdog Human Rights Watch said on May 4, after
multiple initial reports he had been killed in the
shooting. [Human Rights Watch]

Anousa “Jack” Luangsouphom is the administrator of
the Kub Kluen Duay Keyboard, or Driven By Keyboard,
Facebook group, which discusses human rights
violations and abuses in Laos, and calls for the end of
one-party rule in the Southeast Asian nation.

Several international rights organizations, including the
International Commission of Jurists, have called on Lao
authorities to carry out a prompt, independent,
impartial and effective investigation into the shooting
of Anousa, in line with the country’s obligations under
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ,
to which it is a party. [Amnesty International] [IC]]

However, no arrests have reportedly been made in
relation to Jack's shooting. [Radio Free Asia]
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Malaysia: Coalition Government in agreement
over seat allocations in upcoming state
elections

(jly In July, Malaysia is expected to host elections in six
of Malaysia's states - Selangor, Negri Sembilan,
Penang, Kelantan, Kedah, and Terengganu - after the
current state assemblies are expected to be dissolved
in stages in June. [New Strait Times]

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s Pakatan Harapan (PH)
has reached an understanding with its coalition
partner Barisan Nasional on the seat allocations after
deciding to divide their work across the six states, with
three of them being led by PH-led state governments.
The remaining three would be tasked to BN.

Anwar is expected to release a press statement
regarding the Unity Government coordination meeting
where a further discussion regarding the six state
elections will be held.

The state elections will be a marker of loyalty and
confidence in Anwar's administration. [The Straits
Times] [Bernama]

Malaysia: Mahathir files defamation suit
against Anwar

(Idm) Former Malaysian Prime Minister Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad has filed a defamation suit against
current Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim,
seeking USD 38 million in damages.

Mahathir alleged that Anwar made defamatory
statements about him during a speech in March,
insinuating that Mahathir was racist, a scoundrel, and
a religious bigot.

The lawsuit was filed on May 3, and Mahathir is
seeking USD 11 million in general damages, USD 23
million in exemplary damages, a retraction of the
statements, and an apology. The case has been fixed
for case management on May 31, and Anwar has
stated that he will let the lawyers handle it. [The Star]

Malaysia: Bersatu accuses anti-corruption
commission of contempt of court

(Idm) The Malaysian United Indigenous Party (Bersatu)
has accused the Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) of contempt of court after it froze
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the party's bank accounts while the matter was still the
subject of legal proceedings.

Bersatu's executive secretary filed an affidavit with the
Kuala Lumpur High Court alleging that MACC's actions
were an attempt to interfere in the administration of
justice.

The accounts were frozen to assist investigations
under the Anti-Money Laundering and Anti-Terrorism
Financing Act 2001 (AMLATFPUAA) on allegations that
Bersatu had received "donations" from ten contractors
believed to have been more than USD 71 million in
total. [EMT][Malay Mail][Mkini]

Malaysia: Anwar in talks to return 1MDB
fugitive Jho Low

(Idm) Malaysia is negotiating with authorities overseas
to secure the return of Jho Low, the fugitive financier
accused of orchestrating the USD 4.5 billion theft from
the country's sovereign wealth fund.

The Malaysian Prime Minister, Anwar Ibrahim, said that
Low's return was being discussed through "diplomatic
channels" and involved multiple countries. Several
countries including the US, the UK, Switzerland, and
Singapore, have launched investigations into the
scandal.

China has also been linked to the talks, with reports
suggesting that it could repatriate Low in exchange for
more Chinese investment in Malaysia. [Al Jazeera]
[SCMP][The Star]

Malaysia: USD 3.6 million recovered, 1MDB
suspect repatriated

(Idm) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC) recovered USD 3.6 million and brought back a
suspect in the 1Malaysia Development Bhd (1MDB)
and SRC International Sdn Bhd (SRC) investigations.
[The Star]

The repatriation of the suspect from Singapore was a
result of close cooperation between the MACC and
Singapore's Commercial Affairs Department.

The suspect, who had been missing since 2018,
received money from the misappropriated TMDB and
SRC funds through a company bank account registered
under Wright Shaw Ltd. According to the defense
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lawyer of former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak,
Shafee Abdullah, the return of the suspect may affect
the ongoing 1MDB trial of Najib Razak. [NST] [FMT]

MACC has hitherto recovered approximately 70
percent of TMDB's assets, involving a total of USD 6.4
billion.

Malaysia: Najib's civil suit with SRC
International to go on trial in 2025

(Idm) Former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak's
civil suit with SRC International has been scheduled to
go on trial in January and February 2025. The company
is seeking USD 9.5 million in damages against Najib,
alleging criminal breach of trust, misappropriation of
funds, and abuse of power. The case is one of 22 filed
by SRC International and parent company 1MDB
against individuals accused of defrauding the
government-owned entities. Najib is currently serving a
12-year jail sentence for abuse of power, criminal
breach of trust, and money laundering in relation to
the SRC International case. [EMT][MalaysiaNow][NST]
[The Edge]

Malaysia: Decision on Malaysia Agreement 1963
postponed by High Court

(Idm) The High Court in Malaysia has postponed its
decision on the Malaysia Agreement 1963 (MA63) case
following a suit filed by 11 plaintiffs against the
governments of the United Kingdom, Malaysia and
Sarawak that requested the court to declare the
agreement on the basis of which the Federation of
Malaysia was formed invalid. The decision is now
scheduled to be delivered on May 25. [Malay Mail]

According to Parti Bumi Kenyalang (PBK) president
Voon Lee Shan, Justice Alexander Siew, the judicial
commissioner handling the case, should not be rushed
and should be given ample time to write his decision
as the case is unique and of great importance for the
people of Sabah and Sarawak. [The Borneo Post][The
Star]

Malaysia: Mitra allocates USD 9.5 million for B40
Indians this year

(Idm) The Malaysian Indian Community Transformation
Unit (Mitra) has announced an allocation of USD 9.5
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million for bottom 40 percent (B40) Indians this year.

Mitra will also roll out three initiatives for the B40
Indian community this year, focusing on education,
economy, job training, welfare and social well-being.
One initiative will provide benefits to 10,000 B40
students in public universities under the Bachelor's
degree university assistance subsidy program. Another
initiative will see USD 2.4 million set aside for private
Tamil kindergartens, and the third initiative, costing
USD 2 million, will help 900 chronic kidney patients
with a USD 50 subsidy per dialysis session.

Applications for these initiatives will be opened for a
limited time. [Citizens Journal][The Star]

The Malaysian anti-graft agency is also involved in
every meeting of the Unit to prevent corruption,
following multiple cases of alleged misappropriation of
Mitra funds between 2019 and 2021. [EMT]

Malaysia: Transport minister to discuss
cabotage policy with tech giants

(Idm) The Malaysian Minister of Transport, Anthony
Loke, is scheduled to meet with representatives
from Facebook and Google to clarify the country's
stance on cabotage policy restrictions for
submarine cable repair.

Loke aims to reassure foreign investors about
Malaysia's future policies and provide clarity on
policies to help them make investment decisions in the
country.

The issue of undersea cable repair is highly vital to the
IT industry, and Malaysia currently lacks the necessary
capacity and capability of cable repair ships to support
the necessary capacity of submarine cables invested by
companies like Facebook and Google. [EMT][Malay.
Mail][The Edge]

Malaysia: Collaboration between the MBA and
MASA to promote bunkering industry

(Idm) The Malaysia Bunkering Association (MBA) has
signed an exclusive three-year collaboration
agreement with the Malaysia Shipowners' Association
(MASA\) to prioritize local bunkering players and
provide more opportunities for Malaysian players in
bunkering and trade activities. The MoU also
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addresses illegal activities in the bunkering and
shipping scene.

Under the agreement, both MBA and MASA will share
information and work with relevant authorities to

avoid redundancies in their pursuit of improvement for
the shipping and maritime industries. The detailed
terms and conditions of the collaboration will be
determined in the Definitive Agreement. [Manifold
Times]

Transport Minister Anthony Loke has expressed that
Malaysia's bunkering industry holds a lot of promise
given the country’s strategic location, and that fully
realizing this potential requires sustainable policies.
[The Star]

Malaysia: MCMC and telcos to discuss 5G

(Idm) On May 8, the Malaysian Communications and
Multimedia Commission (MCMC) and
telecommunication companies (telcos) met to discuss
issues related to the cabinet’s decision of launching a
dual 5G network.

This plan will only take form once Digital Nasional
Berhad (DNB), a special-purpose vehicle company
owned by the Ministry of Finance Malaysia,
successfully expands the 5G network to include 80
percent of populated areas by the end of 2023. [Malay
Maill[MKini]

The dual 5G network implementation, involving various
entities and telecommunication companies working
together to build adequate telecommunication towers,
is needed to provide a backup in case there are any
problems with the first network. The existing 4G
coverage figure of 96.92 percent is an aggregate figure
for all telecommunication companies, and consumers
may have to use multiple service providers in some
cases. [EMT]

Myanmar: Military rulers release more than
2,100 political prisoners as humanitarian
gesture

(ha/lm) Myanmar’s military junta said on May 3 it is
releasing more than 2,100 political prisoners as a
humanitarian gesture on the most important Buddhist
holy day of the year. In a separate announcement it
said that the country's leader, Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing, had commuted the death sentences of 38
prisoners to life in prison. [The Irrawaddy]
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All of those who were granted pardons had been
convicted under a section of the penal code that
makes it a crime to spread comments that create
public unrest or fear, or spread false news, and carries
a penalty of up to three years in prison. The
announcement stated that if the freed detainees now
commit further crimes, they will have to serve the
remainder of their original sentences in addition to
whatever term they are given for their new offense.
[The Guardian]

Mass prisoner releases are common on major holidays
in Myanmar, but data suggests that political prisoners
make up only a small fraction of those released. In
November last year, the junta released 402 political
prisoners out of more than 5,000 prisoners amnestied,
including a former British ambassador, a Japanese
journalist and an Australian professor [see AiR No. 47,
November/2022, 4]. In January, another amnesty
released 7,000 prisoners, including 306 political
prisoners [see AIR No. 2, January/2023, 2]. In April, just
13 political prisoners were among 3,000 prisoners
released [see AR No. 16, April/2023, 3]. [Human Rights
Watch] [Voice of America]

Myanmar: Military used powerful 'vacuum
bomb' in village air strike, human rights group
says

(Im) Myanmar's military used a thermobaric bomb in a
series of airstrikes in April on a gathering in rebel-held
territory that left at least 170 people dead, Human
Rights Watch said on May 9 after analyzing photos of
the victims' bodies and a video of the site following the
attack. Thermobaric weapons - also known as vacuum
bombs - are controversial because they are much
more devastating than conventional explosives of
similar size, and have a terrible impact on anyone
caught in their blast radius. [The Straits Times]

The attack all but wiped out a village in the Sagaing
Region in the northwestern part of Myanmar, where
forces opposed to the military junta control significant
amounts of territory. On April 4, dozens of local
residents had gathered to mark the opening of a new
administrative center built with help from the PDF, an
anti-junta militia group. [AIR No. 16, April/2023, 3]

In fact, civilian deaths are on the rise in Myanmar
amidst an increase in airstrikes by the military junta.
These airstrikes often target villages where resistance
fighters are believed to be, killing civilians in the
process. While the military denies targeting civilians,
members of the opposition say the deaths are no
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accident and instead are a tactic used by the regime to
wear down popular support for the rebels. [Radio Free
Asia]

In the latest such attack, on May 2, two military fighter
jets attacked and dropped bombs on a village in
Myanmar's Bago Region, killing at least three civilians
and injuring another three. [Myanmar Now]

Philippines: Journalists' working conditions still
dangerous, Reporters Without Borders says

(fb) In honor of World Press Freedom Day on
Wednesday May 3, the President's Office declared that
the government recognizes the threats, intimidation,
harassment, violence, and other difficulties that media
organizations and journalists confront in carrying out
their duties.

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) said on Wednesday
that although the Philippines moved up 15 spots in this
year's World Press Freedom Index, it remained one of
the "most dangerous" nations in the world for
journalists.

On a scale of 180 nations, the nation came in 132nd
place, according to a yearly assessment released on
World Press Freedom Day. In 2022, it came in 147th.

Between June 30, 2022, and April 30, 2023, 60 reported
infractions against journalists were recorded by the
National Union of Journalists of the Philippines. These
include the murders of two people: Rey Blanco and
Percy Lapid, a well-known broadcaster who had
attacked a number of public authorities.

One of the best known faces of the Philippines in the
fight for press freedom is Maria Ressa, who received
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2021 for her courage in
opposing the Duterte regime. [Philstar] [The News
Lense]

Philippines: Arrest of alleged top communist
New People’s Army official

(dgl) Dindo Monsanto, believed to be top official of the
communist New People’s Army (NPA) was arrested in a
joint operation of police and military units in Malabon.

Monsanto is facing five standing arrest warrants for
murder, attempted murder, frustrated murder,
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robbery with homicide and violation of the anti-
terrorism law.

He is suspected of masterminding the torching of
heavy equipment used to construct the Bicol
International Airport in Daraga in September 2017 and
of being involved in a raid at a police station that left
five police officers dead in March 2021. [The Star]

Singapore: Combating terrorism and extremism
in Singapore through religious rehabilitation

(sfa) During the launch of the Religious Rehabilitation
Group's (RRG) Majulah Gallery on May 3, Singapore’s
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong gave a speech on the
existential threat of terrorism and extremism in the
city nation. He cautioned that his country is perceived
to be a “prize target” and has been continuously
mentioned by terrorist groups. He elaborated that
such groups promote fear and hatred through racial
and religious rhetoric, which is very concerning in a
multi-cultural society like Singapore. [The Straits Times
11

Drawing reference from past events on plots by
Jemaah Islamiyah members to carry out terrorist
attacks in the country, Prime Minister Lee recognised
the radical misrepresentation of Islam as the cause of
these acts. He mentioned that Singapore addresses
this problem through rehabilitation carried out by the
RRG, which is made up of a group of Islamic scholars
and teachers.

He supported the effectiveness of this course
correction by citing a real case on a Singaporean
named Amirull Ali, who underwent such rehabilitation
while being detained for plotting to carry out attacks
against Jews in Singapore.

In a separate article, his case was further elaborated by
which RRG provided him with educational and self-
improvement materials during the detention. He has
recently been released on a restriction order which
prevents him from travelling out of Singapore and
accessing the internet unless approved by the Internal
Security Department. [Channel News Asia 1] [The
Straits Times 2]

The launch of the Majulah Gallery by the RRG aims to
promote Islam as a religion of peace whilst
strengthening interfaith bonds and cohesion. It
showcases RRG's 20-year efforts in combating
terrorism and extremism. One of which is the set up of
the Group's Resource and Counselling Centre to
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educate the public on the concerned matter. [Channel
News Asia 2]

Singapore: Leveraging technology to respond to
threats on Singapore waters

(sfa) Singapore’s navy is preparing itself to respond to
existing and future threats in the maritime domain.
This includes sea robberies, and contestations over
territorial boundaries and resources. As such, the city
state looks to build its navy capabilities to be
competent in defending the country's interests. For
instance, its surveillance systems are further enhanced
through Al to identify potential intruders from land
and sea. [The Straits Times]

While this brings benefits to the navy, Singapore
acknowledged that such technologies do not replace
“core human functions” like command and decision-
making. Therefore, there is a need to train sailors who
operate these technologies as well through
simulations.

Thailand: Dissolution of main opposition parties
remains a possibility, insider sources say

(aj) Insider party sources have stated that members of
the conservative establishment are allegedly planning
the dissolution of Thailand’'s main opposition Pheu
Thai Party (PTP) and the progressive Move Forward
Party (MFP).

According to the sources, those in the military-royalist
camp are concerned about the MFP's plans to abolish
Section 112, the lese-majeste law that criminalizes
critique of the royal establishment, and the party’s
ideas of reworking administrative structures, like
directly-elected governors.

Furthermore, military-linked parties are wary of PTP
for continuing Thaksin's legacy, after toppling Thaksin
and his sister, Yingluck, from their elected prime
ministerial posts in 2006 and 2014, respectively.
Should PTP win the election, conservatives are
concerned that the opposition party will pave a path
for Thaksin to return.

Analysts believe if an opposition party was dissolved, it
would more likely be MFP than PTP due to the former's
contentious stance on repudiating lese-majeste. MFP is
the successor party of the Future Forward Party, which
was disbanded by the courts in 2020 on a technicality
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and came third in the 2019 election. The dissolution of
Future Forward was one of the main driving forces
behind the 2020-2021 pro-democracy protests, which
pushed for the resignation of Prayuth.

The path to PTP's dissolution is less clear-cut. Under EC
rules, outsiders are not allowed to influence the
internal affairs of a party and, if proven, risk
dissolution. In this case, the outsider is Thaksin
himself, who is currently self-exiled in Dubai.

PTP and MFP have reportedly made plans to account
for possible dissolution. PTP has a back-up party, while
MFP placed their key party members outside the
executive council should top members be banned
from politics. In previous elections, after parties were
forcibly dissolved, executive party members were
banned from politics for at least five years. [Bangkok
Post] [South China Morning Post] [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Uncertainty over coalition-building in
the next government

(aj) With less than a week away until the May 14
election, there is rising uncertainty on what Thailand's
next government will look like. The country is largely
divided between two camps - the royalist-military
establishment and the democratic-minded opposition.
The popular main opposition Pheu Thai Party (PTP) and
reformist Move Forward Party (MFP) are the top two
favorite parties, both consistently polling well [see AIR
No. 18, May/2023, 1]. Considering that PTP and MFP
are running head-to-head in the polls, with the MFP
already taking the lead from PTP in approval ratings,
and the possibility of the opposition’s dissolution (see
above story), political analysts believe a conclusive
election is unlikely.

Opposition Party Coalition

PTP and MFP are running on different platforms. PTP
evokes nostalgia for Thaksin Shinawatra and the
political Shinawatra family, which is continuing in this
election through Thaksin's daughter, Paetongtarn ‘Ung-
Ing’ Shinawatra, who is the frontrunner of PTP's list of
candidates for prime minister. PTP's characteristic
populist schemes largely attract rural voters in
Thailand’s north and northeast, the party's traditional
strongholds.

MFP, on the other hand, is more reformist and seeks
the abolition of Section 112 - the law on lese-majeste.
The dissolution of MFP's predecessor, the Future
Forward Party, was one of the main catalysts for the
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anti-government protests led by young activists around
the country in 2020-2021 before the government
cracked down on dissent. MFP primarily appeals to
voters under the age of thirty, while PTP attracts voters
across a wide range of ages, which makes an alliance
between the two parties complementary and can more
easily overcome the veto of the military-appointed
senators.

Despite their ideological differences, both parties
share the goal of wresting control over the government
from conservatives in favor of more democratic
reforms. Although the two parties have reaffirmed
their receptiveness in joining forces, forming this
coalition may be complicated by MFP's hardline stance
on lese-majeste and Pheu Thai's tendency towards
pragmatism. Both parties have been dissolved by
technicalities or removed from power by the military,
but MFP is the more likely party to be dissolved for its
ambition to do away with Section 112, which may
make PTP more cautious of strengthening its support
for its fellow opposition party.

Bhumijaithai Party as a Powerbroker

Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Kreangam stated that
there is a possibility the winning party will gain fewer
seats and subsequently must form a coalition
government. Political analysts say that if the words of
Deputy PM Wissanu are to be believed, then the
opposition will need to build a coalition. Many
observers of Thai affairs view the Bhumjaithai Party
(BJT) as pivotal in forming the next government,
especially if PTP cannot secure enough seats. BJT
helped form the Abhisit Vejjajiva administration in
2008 and was instrumental in keeping Prayuth in
power by joining forces with the PPRP in 2019. Analysts
believe that BJT may play the same role in the following
election as a powerbroker. On the other hand,
however, Anutin’s party were former supporters of
Prayuth who led the military coup that ousted the
democratically-elected PTP in 2014.

It is worth noting that Anutin Charnvirakul, BJT party
leader and nominee for premiership, has made BJT's
support for the next government conditional on
ending the Cannabis Act, which has been criticized by
the Thai public and parties for its unregulated
liberalization.

Opposition Parties and Conservative Parties

PTP denounced notions of allying with the ruling
Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), Premier Prayuth Chan-
ocha’s former party that formed after his takeover of
the elected-PTP government in 2014. Analysts point



out, however, that the conservative United Thai Nation
Party (UTNP) may be an exception. The UTNP is a
newly-formed party that Prayuth joined earlier this
year, and thus, technically not the party that ousted
the previous PTP premiers - the elder Shinawatra
siblings - from power.

Pita has asserted that MFP will never side with any
parties affiliated with the military and, if PTP were to
form a coalition with either UTNP or PPRP, MFP would
oppose the alliance.

Even so, analysts say that PTP may find it necessary to
compromise with PPRP if PTP cannot secure enough
seats. PTP's popularity also took a bit of a hit due to
rumors of PTP sealing a deal with the PPRP to secure
an election win, which allowed the MFP to overtake
PTP in the polls. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]
[Thai Enquirer 1] [Thai Enquirer 2] [The Diplomat 1]
[The Diplomat 2] [The Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Google, YouTube pledge to tackle
election misinformation

(aj) Google and YouTube promised to ensure the
democratic integrity of Thailand's upcoming general
election online. The two tech giants plan to help voters
stay informed by highlighting unbiased, credible
sources and implementing security safeguards against
election misinformation.

YouTube is promoting the channels of high-quality
journalists and is engineering its algorithm to show a
diverse array of political viewpoints, while Google is
organizing a multi-level effort across its sub-platforms
to ensure the election’s integrity in the digital space.
Google hosted a workshop with Thai journalists to
train reporters on how to use digital tools and
technical skills to combat election misinformation;
organized a Thailand General Election page, which
breaks down election online trends in real time; and
enacted security measures that protect news sites
from Distributed Denial-of-Service (DDoS) attacks on
the web.

In a related development on technology and the
dissemination of election information, LINE, the
dominant message app in Thailand, is urging election
candidates and parties to only use their Official
Accounts (OA) to communicate with voters, not their
personal, unofficial accounts. Any messages or social
media activity by the OAs of candidates and parties will
be aggregated under LINE's politics section and ensure
that voters only see election information posted by
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official sources. [Bangkok Post] [National News Bureau
of Thailand]

Thailand: Election Commission under fire for
voting mishaps

(aj) The Election Commission (EC), Thailand's poll
organizer agency, is under fire for mistakes and
irregularities in handling the votes. These numerous
mistakes include purported cases of vote-buying in
Amnat Charoen, a northeastern province; impeding
the access of independent voting monitors to polling
venues despite the EC permitting their presence and
activities; missing information on parties at election
information boards; and mailing ballots to the wrong
address. [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Security measures for election
increase; Election Commission warns public of
election prohibitions

(aj) Thailand's police agencies and election organizer,
the Election Commission (EC), are taking measures to
ensure that the election runs smoothly. This week’s
actions include increased security measures at voting
venues in Bangkok, a protected transportation of
ballot papers, and the EC's warnings to the public of
election dos and do-nots. For further stories on
protective election initiatives enacted by the EC and
Thailand's security forces, see AiR No. 13, March/2023,
4, AIR No. 14, April/2023, 1, AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2,
AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3, AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4, and

AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1.

Election Security in Bangkok

With over half of the voting population in Thailand's
capital, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
(BMA), Bangkok's local government body, assured
voters that there will be strict security measures in
place to guard the election’s legitimacy. CCTVs and
motion detectors will be in use to make certain that
casted ballots remain in their voting boxes. The EC will
also tally the votes per day and display the vote tally
reports at each polling station. [National News Bureau
of Thailand 1]

Transportation of Ballot Papers

Protection measures are also being used to securely
transport ballot papers, which are en route to their
designated polling venues in GPS-equipped vehicles.
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The Royal Thai Police (RTP) are moving the voting cards
with assistance of a police entourage surrounding the
transportation vehicles and with the enlisted help of
local police stations. [National News Bureau of
Thailand 2]

Election Prohibitions

The EC reminded the public of a lengthy list of
prohibitions that are enacted in the lead-up to the
election. Some of these stipulations include forbidding
election candidates to freely transport voters to polling
stations, banning the public discussion of opinion poll
results, fining employers for impeding voters from
casting their ballot, and prohibiting the sale of alcohol,
just to name a few of the prohibitions in place. Anyone
found in violation of these rules may pay a hefty fine
from USD 600 to USD 3,000 or face a jail term of up to
10 years. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: European Union will not deploy
election observers; government refuses to
greenlight

(aj) The European Union will not deploy an Election
Observation Mission to monitor Thailand’'s upcoming
election as it did not receive a nod of approval from
the Thai government to proceed with the mission. The
clarification was made in response to an article by
Thansettakij, a Thai media outlet, which falsely stated
that the EU will deploy a panel of experts on election
monitoring.

Under EEM conduct, the panel of election observers
requires an official welcome letter from the host
government that indicates the government will assist
the EEM in monitoring the democratic process. EEM
has previously attended Thailand’s 2011 and 2014
elections. [The Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Election observers count as a party
expense, Election Commission says

(aj) Thailand's 2023 general elections has mobilized
independent monitors across the country, including
NGOs, media outlets, and, the latest group to declare a
commitment to oversee the vote, the parties in the
running themself. The Election Commission (EC),
Thailand's poll organizer, stated that parties may place
observers at polling venues to ensure that there are no
voting irregularities, but these independent monitors
organized by parties will be considered a party


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-au/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-au/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-fl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-fr/

expense. Under EC rules, parties have a USD 1.3
million budget for pre-election campaigning.

This announcement by the EC was made in response
to a query by the Move Forward Party (MFP), Thailand's
reformist opposition party, who is considering
stationing observers to monitor the vote. The party
plans to hire observers for USD 15 per day each. [The
Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Parties make last minute campaign
promises

(aj) Parties are making last minute campaign promises
to try and capture supporters as the May 14 election
date approaches. Despite inflation hitting a 16-month
low at around 2.7 percent, prices continue to rise,
making the cost of living a chief concern among voters.
The issues of slow economic recovery in Thailand's
tourism sector and an inefficient, bloated bureaucracy
were also put on the agenda for parties to address. To
alleviate these issues, parties continue to devise
populist schemes and propose solutions, but often not
detailed enough, according to academics. For previous
stories on campaign pledges, see AiR No. 7,
February/2023, 2, AiR No. 9, February/2023, 4, AiR No.
10, March/2023, 1, AiR No. 11, March/2023, 2, AiR No.
12, March/2023, 3, AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4, AiR No.
17, April/2023, 4, and AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1.

Cost of Living

Main opposition party, Pheu Thai (PTP), is proposing to
raise the minimum wage from USD 9 to USD 18 per
day and enact an income salary guarantee of USD
7,400 per month for bachelor’s degree holders within
four years of their graduation.

The incumbent Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) is also
looking to increase the salary prospects of voters, such
as through occupational training. Furthermore, the
PPRP pledged to guarantee USD 6,000 worth of life
insurance for welfare card holders, disburse USD 900
to cover the start-up costs of small businesses, and
distribute USD 2,900 per village, the smallest Thai
administrative unit, to stimulate local economies
across the country.

Boosting Tourism
The southern island and beachtown provinces of

Phuket and Krabi were some of the hardest hit areas
by COVID. Before 2020, pre-COVID, tourism comprised
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20 percent of Thailand's GDP and 22 percent of all jobs
were in the tourism sector.

PTP is proposing to scrap tourist fees, which is
currently at USD 9 for tourists flying in and USD 5 for
visits coming overland.

Other parties are focused on an economic
transformation of Phuket and Krabi. The Bumjaithai
(BJT) Partyis looking to turn these coastal tourist
destinations into smart cities. The Democrat Party,
likewise, plans to turn the two provinces into a
technological hub and propose to build a stronger
public transportation network. Reformist opposition
Move Forward Party (MFP) seeks to diversify Phuket'’s
and Krabi's economies beyond beachside tourism to a
digital and creative-focused economy.

Academics criticized party proposals for tourism
recovery because parties, sans the MFP, are not
detailing extensive plans to boost Thai tourism and are
only proposing general solutions. Observers of Thai
politics also note that tourism recovery is a glanced-
over issue during the regular campaign canvassing
until election candidates meet voters from tourist-
dependent areas face-to-face.

Bureaucratic Overhaul

Some parties have pledged to overhaul the Thai
bureaucracy, which is widely known for being
oversized, inefficient, and opaque. For example,
independent economic think tanks point out that
salaries for public officials comprise 40 percent of the
government's budget and dated laws impose high
costs on both consumers and businesses.

PTP promised to streamline the efficiency of the
bureaucracy and to increase its transparency, but has
not offered specifics on going about this endeavor.

MFP plans to overhaul Thailand's bureaucracy by
reducing military spending and shift the funds towards
the social sector, like education, and liberalize
government monopolies, like Thailand's electricity
authority. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok
Post 2] [Channel News Asia 1] [Channel News Asia 2]
[National News Bureau of Thailand] [Thai PBS World]

Vietnam: Trade surplus at USD 6.35 billion in
first four months

(km) Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh made
a speech on socio-economic development in the past
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quarter at a government meeting on May 5. He said
that “the macro-economy has been basically stable,
major balances maintained, inflation kept under
control, and growth promoted since the beginning of
the year”. As the major targets meet for state budget
collection, the trade surplus reached over 6.35 billion
for the first quarter. [ViethamPlus]

Compared to the surplus of USD 2.35 billion in the
same month last year, the figure was far higher. The
United States are the largest importer of Vietnamese
goods with net import around USD 24.4 billion in
Q1/2023. Second is the EU with USD 9.3 billion, Japan
in third position with USD 367 million. In the
meantime, China is the biggest exporter to Vietham
with USD 16.8 billion, South Korea the second with
USD 8.9 billion, and the ASEAN regional bloc with USD
2.3 billion.

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Eurasian foreign ministers gather in India on
regional security, adding Iran and Belarus

(Im) India hosted the foreign ministers of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in the coastal city of
Goa on May 4-5 for talks on regional security matters,
including adding Iran and Belarus. New Delhi currently
chairs the eight-member group, which was established
in 2001 and seeks to foster collaboration on security
and development in Asia. The foreign ministers’
meeting came ahead of the SCO leaders’ summit
scheduled for July.

The expansion of the group to include Iran and Belarus
was one of the main items on the agenda; the two
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countries are expected to be inducted into the SCO at
the leaders’ summit later this month. Kuwait,
Myanmar, the United Arab Emirates and Maldives will
be granted the status of dialogue partners ahead of
full membership. The SCO has six other such partners
- Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Nepal, Sri Lanka and
Turkey - while it has four observer nations, namely
Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia. [Reuters]

One major storyline ahead of the foreign ministers’
gathering was the attendance of Pakistani Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, which marked the first
visit to India by a Pakistani foreign minister since 2011.
Some observers have wondered if a reconciliation
effortis in the works. But for Islamabad, Bhutto
Zardari's visit was less an attempt to patch up ties with
New Delhi than an opportunity to strengthen
engagement with the SCO and advance its foreign-
policy interests. [BBC]

Instead, what took center stage was a broadside
between Bhutto Zardari and his Indian counterpart S
Jaishankar which began to unfold when the Pakistan
top diplomat urged SCO member nations to avoid
using “terrorism” as a diplomatic instrument. He also
criticized India’s decision to scrap the special status of
the disputed region of Kashmir, saying New Delhi's
unilateral move in 2019 had undermined the
environment for holding talks between the neighbors.
[Al Jazeera] [Voice of America]

In response, Jaishankar took strong exception to
Bhutto Zardari's statement, calling him the
“spokesperson of a terrorism industry”. The Indian
foreign minister also said that Kashmir's special status
was “history”, rejecting Pakistan’s demands to reverse
the scrapping of the region’s special status.

Crucially, however, Pakistan and India, joined by
Russia, presented a similar stance on Afghanistan and
the terrorism risks emanating from there,
underscoring that concerns about Kabul's Taliban
rulers not having the ability - or more importantly, the
desire - to combat these threats are shared by both
nuclear-armed rivals. [Nikkei Asia]

China, Pakistan agree with Afghanistan to
extend Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative

(Im/ms) Kabul's Taliban rulers have agreed with China
and Pakistan to extend Beijing's Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) to Afghanistan, potentially drawing in billions of
dollars to fund infrastructure projects in the sanctions-
hit country. [The Straits Times 1]
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Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang and his Pakistani
counterpart Bilawal Bhutto Zardari met in Islamabad
on May 6 and pledged to work together on
Afghanistan’s reconstruction process including taking
the USD 60 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) to the Taliban-ruled nation. A high-level Taliban
delegation including the groups’ foreign and commerce
ministers traveled to Islamabad to meet the Chinese
and Pakistani top diplomats. [The Straits Times 2]

The Chinese and Pakistani ministers also stressed on
the need to unfreeze Afghanistan’s overseas financial
assets. The Taliban has been blocked from accessing
about USD 9 billion of Afghanistan’s central bank
reserves held overseas on concerns the funds will be
used for terror activities.

The Taliban have also harbored hopes for China to
boost investments in the country’s rich natural
resources - including natural gas, copper and rare
earths - estimated to be worth more than USD 1
trillion. In January, the government signed a 25-year
contract with a subsidiary of China National Petroleum
Corporation to drill for oil in the country's northern
Amu Darya basin. This was the first major energy
extraction agreement with a foreign firm since the
Taliban took control of Afghanistan in 2021.

The recent high-profile engagement between the three
countries comes after United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres told a meeting of envoys
from the United States, Russia, China and 20 other
countries and organizations that “millions of women
and girls are being silenced and erased from sight” in
Afghanistan. Taliban government officials were not
invited, an omission a representative called “counter-
productive”.

The same week, a meeting in India of foreign ministers
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation - of which
Kabul has observer status - discussed Afghanistan
without the presence of any representatives. [see
article in this edition]

India tries to build consensus within G20, to
propose ‘multiple pathways’ on cutting use of
fossil fuels

(Im) India, the current Group of Twenty (G20)
president, is trying to build a consensus within the
group of leading economies to let member states
choose among "multiple energy pathways"” instead of
putting a timeline on ending the use of fossil fuels,
Reuters reported May 3, citing Indian government
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officials. The concept, which would enable countries to
choose resources, even coal, while working towards
plans on net-zero emissions, has been supported by
countries including China and South Africa. [The Straits
Times]

At a meeting of the G20 Energy Transitions Working
Group in the western state of Gujarat in the first week
of April, India opposed a deadline proposed by rich
nations to end the use of coal, which accounts for
nearly 70 percent of New Delhi’'s annual electricity
generation.

New Delhi has long defended its use of the fuel, citing
lower emissions per capita compared to other
countries. At the COP26 climate talks two years ago,
India, backed by China, made a last-minute
intervention to water down the language of the final
agreement, changing the commitment to “phase
down” rather than “phase out” coal power [see AR No.
45, November/2021, 2]. Last year, the Indian position
was to try to counter the pressure to reduce its
continued reliance on coal by pushing for an
agreement to phase down all fossil fuels, including gas.

In mid-April, however, climate ministers from the
Group of Seven (G7) countries agreed to accelerate a
gradual phase-out of fossil fuels and the shift towards
renewable energy. At the time, member states once
again failed to set a firm timeline for phasing out coal-
fired power plants amid continuing opposition from
Japan, which has increased its reliance on coal, natural
gas and oil following the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
disaster in 2011.

ASEAN at a ‘crossroad’ as Myanmar violence
overshadows talks on economy, South China
Sea

(Im/ye) Foreign ministers and national leaders of the
ten-member ASEAN will meet for a two-day summit on
the Indonesian island of Flores this week to continue
efforts to kick-start a five-point consensus agreed upon
with Myanmar two years ago.

The bloc’s foreign ministers held talks on May 9 while
their countries' leaders were scheduled to meet on
May 10-11. Leader’'s from Myanmar's military regime
were not invited, while Thailand, which will be holding
general elections on May 14, will be represented by
Deputy Prime Minister Don Pramudwinai, who also
holds the foreign affairs portfolio. [France24]
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In the lead-up to the meeting with her counterparts,
Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi told
reporters on May 5 that her country has been working
intensively behind the scenes to deescalate the crisis in
Myanmar, highlighting for the first time the current
ASEAN chair's moves to try to bring to the table the key
players in Myanmar's conflict. The Indonesian top
diplomat declined to give details about the discussions
with different stakeholders but said her country’s
diplomats had held more than 60 "engagements" with
all parties involved. [Bangkok Post]

The move comes amid frustration within the ASEAN
over Myanmar's perceived failure to implement a five-
point peace consensus the junta agreed to two years
ago [see AIR No. 17, April/2021, 4]. With just eight
months left in office, Indonesia is being increasingly
criticized for its handling of the situation in Myanmar,
precisely because it will hand over the chairmanship
next year to Laos, which is widely expected to steer
ASEAN down the path of greater acceptance of
Myanmar’s military junta [see AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1].
It was against this backdrop that Indonesia’s
coordinating minister for politics, legal and security
warned on May 9 that the regional block was “at a
crossroad”.

Alongside Indonesia's quiet diplomacy, official and
non-official actors from Myanmar and its neighbors,
including India and China, held talks in New Delhi late
last month as part of secretive efforts to resolve the
civil war in Myanmar [see AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1]. The
talks coincided with a surprise visit to Myanmar by Ban
Ki-moon, a retired South Korean diplomat and former
United Nations secretary-general, for talks with junta
leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and other top
officials on April 25 [see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4].

Asian Development Bank conducts human
resources training, pledges further support to
Sri Lanka

(ns) On May 2, Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Ali Sabry
met with the President of the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) at the 56th Annual Meeting of the ADB in Seoul,
Korea. Minister Sabry thanked the ADB Director for
supporting Sri Lanka during the challenging period and
providing opportunities for its recovery process. The
Director Masatsugu Asakawa conveyed the best wishes
to the Sri Lankan government and reassured the
Foreign Minister that ADB is willing to continue
engaging with its South Asian partner. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs - Sri Lanka 1]
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On April 18-28, 9 academics from the Sri Lankan
Sabaragamuwa University concluded a “Modern
Automotive Technology” training at the Asian Institute
of Technology (AIT) in Thailand. The ADB hosted this
International Exposure Program under its Science and
Technology Human Resource Development Project
(STHRDP). AIT and Sri Lanka preserve a longstanding
relationship. In recent years, the counterparts
increased collaboration through a partnership
program with Sri Lankan Kotelawala Defence
University and a Memorandum of Understanding with
the University Grants Commission. The Ambassador of
Sri Lanka to Thailand expressed gratitude from the
Island Kingdom to the Southeast Asian counterpart.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Sri Lanka 2]

Sri Lanka takes over presidency of 21st High-
Level Committee on South-South Cooperation

(ns) On May 1, members of the United Nations (UN)
Conference on South-South Cooperation in New York
appointed Ambassador Pieris, the Permanent
Representative of Sri Lanka to the UN, as the President
of the 21st session of the High-Level Committee on
South-South Cooperation. The “Accelerating the
Recovery from the COVID-19 Pandemic and the
Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development through South-South and triangular
cooperation” meetings are scheduled on May 30-June
2.

The nominated High-level Committee President
delivered a speech expressing gratitude to the
members and drawing attention to the contribution of
the Southern states to the world’s economic growth in
recent years. He proposed a need to increase
collaboration going beyond financial aids and north-
south technical assistance, including dimensions of
trust building, peace maintenance, and establishment
of horizontal inclusive relations. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs - Sri Lanka]

Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Seychelles, attend
Commonwealth meeting in UK

(Im/ns) Leaders and representatives of Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and the Seychelles joined their
counterparts from the Commonwealth’s 56 member
states on the eve of the coronation of King Charles the
[Il'in the British capital London. [The Commonwealth]
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Rohingya in Bangladesh say they will not return
to Myanmar to ‘be confined in camps’, want
their land back

(az/lm) Rohingya refugees who visited a township and
nearby villages in Myanmar's Rakhine state on May 7
alongside Bangladeshi officials to see the
arrangements for resettlement said they would not
return to their home state to “be confined in camps”.
[The Straits Times]

Nearly one million Rohingya Muslims are living in
squalid camps in the Bangladesh border district of
Cox's Bazar. Most have been there after fleeing a
military-led crackdown in Buddhist-majority Myanmar
in 2017 and had not returned until now, although
Bangladeshi officials have made several trips to
Myanmar as they seek to repatriate the refugees.

Bangladeshi officials have made several trips to
Myanmar as they seek to repatriate the refugees. But
Myanmar's military junta had until recently shown little
inclination to take back any Rohingya, who have been
living in camps in the Bangladesh border district of
Cox's Bazar since they fled a military-led crackdown in
2017.

In March, then, a Myanmar delegation visited the
camps to verify a few hundred returnees for a pilot
repatriation project, though Dhaka officials said it was
unclear when they would be going home [see AiR No.
12, March/2023, 3]. However, the Rohingya have
questioned the preparations for repatriation and said
they will go back on a permanent basis only if their
security is guaranteed and they will be granted
citizenship - something the military junta has so far
denied them.

In separate developments, Bangladesh has urged the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to take
necessary steps to help Rohingya Refugees.
Ambassador Muhammad Abdul Muhith, permanent
representative of Bangladesh to the UN, asserted that
since the beginning of the Rohingya crisis, the UNSC
has not yet shown its effective role to bring a
permanent solution to the issue. He also urged that
the peacekeepers should come forward for trust
building initiatives among the communities and show
its potentiality to counter the non-traditional security
threats. He also suggested UN role to increase female
participation for Women peace and security agenda for
major issues. [New Age]
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Bangladesh offers to set up economic zone for
Bhutan within its borders

(Im) Bangladesh has offered Bhutan to establish an
economic zone in Bangladesh for mutual benefits as
Bhutanese King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck and
Queen Jetsun Pema met with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in the British capital London. King Khesar, for
his part, has expressed his desire to get direct transit
with Bangladesh through India. [Prothom Al0]

Under its Vision 2041, a national strategic plan to
further develop the socio-economic standing of
Bangladesh, Dhaka plans to set up at least 100 public
and private special economic zones across the country.

South Korea authorizes USD 3 billion loan to
Bangladesh

(Im) Bangladesh will receive USD 3 billion in
concessional loans from South Korea over the next five
years, becoming the second largest recipient of the
East Asian nation's official development aid. The loan is
being extended under the Economic Development
Cooperation Fund (EDCF) for 2023-2027. Korea
provided USD 700 million under the EDCF for 2021-
2025. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh Prime Minister Hasina visits United
States

(Im) Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina left the
United States on May 4 after a nearly weeklong visit.
Her engagements mainly focused on economic issues,
including meetings with the directors of the World
Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the
U.S.-Bangladesh Business Council, and members of the
Bangladeshi diaspora. Hasina's_public comments
touched on economic growth, but she also made
pitches for economic assistance.

Crucially, Hasina's visit featured no known meetings
with the Biden administration, which recently began
describing its ties with Dhaka as a strategic
partnership. To be sure, Hasina didn’t come to
Washington at the invitation of the White House, but
her visit does come amid tensions over U.S. criticism of
Dhaka's record on democracy. Just last month, Hasina
spoke before Parliament and_indirectly accused the
Biden administration of trying to stage regime change
in Bangladesh [see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2].
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Hasina traveled to the United Kingdom on May 4 to
attend the coronation of King Charles lll May 6 and
talks with her British counterpart Rishi Sunak and
other senior officials. [see article below]

Bangladesh Prime Minister Hasina visits United
Kingdom

(Im) Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
traveled to the United Kingdom last week after
completing a nearly weeklong working visit to the
United States to attend the coronation of King Charles
[l May 6 and talks with her British counterpart Rishi
Sunak and other senior officials. [Prothom Alo 1]

In a meeting with British Foreign Minister James
Cleverly, Hasina said her ruling Awami League also
wants free and fair elections, while alleging - without
providing any evidence - that the opposition BNP had
prepared a voter list with 12.3 million fake voters for
rigging votes during its tenure. During the meeting,
several bilateral issues like climate, trade and
commerce alongside the Rohingya situation were also
touched upon. [Prothom Alo 2]

In related developments, a joint communiqué was
signed between the two countries with the aim of
establishing an “aviation partnership” for the necessary
cooperation in the development of Bangladesh's
aviation sector, including the purchase of passenger
and cargo aircrafts from European multinational
Airbus. [Prothom Alo 3]

Cambodia: Angkor Air launches flight from Siem
Reap city to Vientiane, as Lao President visits
the Kingdom

(ns) On May 4, the President of the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic (PDR) arrived in Cambodia for a 3-
day official visit, where he presided over the opening
ceremony of the 32nd Southeast Asia Games.

The Lao PDR President also met with the Senate and
National Assembly Presidents. The leader of the
Democratic Republic and the Cambodian Prime
Minister discussed regional issues and potential routes
for strengthening bilateral cooperation. [Khmer Times

1]

The two leaders acknowledged progress in the border
affairs and the outcomes of the recent meeting
between the Cambodian-Lao and Lao-Cambodian
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Joint Boundary Commissions on April 19-21 in
Sihanoukville, Cambodia.

They also expressed a strong commitment to mutual
support in ASEAN and UN affairs. Prime Minister Hun
Sen reassured Lao PDR President of firm support for
Laos' 2024 ASEAN Chairmanship. [Cambodian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation], [AIR
No. 15, April/2023, 2]

Concurrently, Cambodia Angkor Air announced that it
launched Siem Reap-Vientiane weekly direct flights on
Mondays to the Laos capital. The company is willing to
schedule more flights with the increasing demand.
[Khmer Times 2]

Cambodian ASEAN SOM Leader meets with
Australian Ambassador to discuss
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

(ns) On May 3, Cambodian ASEAN Senior Official
Meeting (SOM) Leader and the Secretary of State met
with the Australian Ambassador to Cambodia in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The counterparts discussed the ASEAN-Australia
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership framework and
International issues of shared concern. [Cambodian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation]

Cambodia deploys Land Border Guards on the
Thai border

(ns) On May 6, the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces
published a media report remarking on the progress of
the Land Border Guard military forces deployment on
Cambodia-Thailand border. The defense unit is
accountable for monitoring and controlling the
situation on the border territory to prevent various
crimes. [Royal Cambodian Army]

Meanwhile, the Phnom Penh based non-governmental
organization (NGO), Central for Alliance of Labor and
Human Rights (CENTRAL), called on the Cambodian
government to take action over recently posted photos
of illegal Cambodian migrant workers chained in
Bangkok by Thai authorities.

CENTRAL suggests that the images were published to
discourage potential audiences from attempting to
enter and work in the country illegally. Even so, the
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NGO worries that a lack of action from the Cambodian
government can potentially increase the risk of violent
treatment of Cambodian detainees abroad. CENTRAL
reports that approximately 1 million Cambodian
nationals work in Thailand without the required
registration documents.

The Cambodian Embassy in Thailand urged the state
government to stop arresting its nationals. To the 1st
week of May, the Cambodian government hasn't
provided an official statement to the authorities of
Thailand, and the Foreign Ministry hasn't responded to
the media to comment on the matter. [Radio Free Asia]

Cambodian commerce minister and South
Korean envoy discuss strengthening bilateral
trade

(ns) On May 3, Cambodian Commerce Minister Pan
Sorasak met with the South Korean Ambassador to the
Kingdom.

On the occasion, the minister invited South Korean
investors to take advantage of Cambodia-South Korea
Free Trade Agreement that came into effect on
December 1. He urged both States to examine
potential services and investment opportunities to
arrange and expand cooperation under the ASEAN-
South Korean Free Trade Agreement.

The South Korean Ambassador took into account the
Cambodian interests and also proposed outreach
workshops and capacity-building training for officials in
the commerce industry.

Meanwhile, on May 8, the South Korean Jeobuk Bank
of JB Financial Group announced that it plans to add 17
more banks to its financial institutions in Cambodia.
These banks will accept real-time financial transfers
conducted through the South Korean bank. The group
will have 49 institutions in the Kingdom then, with a
slightly lower average international transfer fee and
free transfers to the Phnom Penh Commercial Bank.

On May 19, Cambodia will host the 2023 Cambodia-
Korea Business Forum - where the parties will discuss
the launched construction of the Cambodia-Korea
Friendship Bridge between Phnom Penh and Arey Ksat
town in Kandal province. The project, estimated at USD
246 million, is expected to improve local transport and
logistics industries, - says the Council for the
Development in Cambodia. [Phnom Penh Post], [Korea
Herald]
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China and Mongolia agree on closer economic
and environmental cooperation

(ms) From May 1 to 2, Mongolian Foreign Minister
Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh visited Beijing and met with her
Chinese counterpart Qin Gang. The two neighboring
countries agreed to cooperate more closely both
economically, in the construction of new

infrastructure, as well as environmentally, to combat
desertification and the resulting increasing
sandstorms.

The two neighboring countries play an important role
in each other's national affairs. China is by far
Mongolia's largest economic partner and the export
destination for up to 95 percent of Mongolia's exports.
Mongolia, on the other hand, is a source of resources
important to China, such as coal and copper, which
account for a large part of Mongolia's exports, but
Mongolia is especially important to China's ambitions
because of its geographic location.

Especially since the beginning of Russia's war of
aggression against Ukraine and the resulting
intensification of economic relations between China
and Russia, the importance of Mongolia has increased
once again. Already, 90 percent of the freight traffic
between Russia and China passes through Mongolia,
and Russia, China, as well as Mongolia, are working to
expand the existing infrastructure to increase trade as
part of the tri-nation belt and road economic corridor.

In terms of infrastructure, Mongolia requested China
to accelerate the construction of the Gashuunsukhait-
Gantsmod border checkpoint, which makes an
important hub for Mongolia's trade. Furthermore, the
Mongolian side hoped for China's support in the
transfer towards a greener energy production of the
landlocked country.

In addition to infrastructure, the increasing
desertification of the areas around the Gobi Desert
and the resulting more frequent and stronger
sandstorms in both countries also played an important
role in the bilateral talks. To combat this ecological
challenge, both countries agreed on closer cooperation
in this regard and the creation of a joint research team
that will conduct research until the end of June. The
two countries also agreed on individual projects to
combat the problem, but did not go into further detail.
[China Daily] [Chinese Foreign Ministry] [South China
Morning Post]
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China-Italy: Italian government does not plan to
extend BRI deal

(ms) The Italian government, led by Giorgia Meloni, is
reportedly not seeking to extend the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) deal, which expires early next year,
according to government sources. Italy joined the BRI
in 2019 as the first and so far, only G7 country.

Although the decision will not be made before the G7
meeting in Japan in mid-May, the reason for Italy's
unwillingness to join is believed to be, in addition to
the clearly more nationalistic policies of Italy's new
government, the lack of success achieved by the BRI
for the economy of the southern European country.
While China's exports to Italy have increased by nearly
USD 16 billion since 2019, Italy's exports to China have
only increased by USD 4 billion. [CNBC] [Reuters]

Also, rumors have increased that the Italian
government is interested in a semiconductor deal with
Taiwan, which would require a withdrawal from the
BRI. [Taipei Times]

China and U.S. call for stabilization of relations

(ms) On May 8, Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang met
with newly confirmed U.S. Ambassador to China
Nicholas Burns. There is no sign of improvement in
bilateral relations between the world's two largest
economies, but both sides expressed support for
stabilizing ties.

Qin is the highest-ranking Chinese official to meet a
U.S. government representative after the U.S. accused
the Chinese government in February of using a spy
balloon to spy on the U.S. [see AR No. 6,
February/2023, 1]. This resulted in U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken postponing the planned U.S. trip
indefinitely.

While Burns was more cautious in his comments about
the meeting, writing on Twitter only that "[they]
discussed challenges in the U.S.-China relationship and
the necessity of stabilizing ties and expanding high-
level communication," Qin resorted to much more
aggressive rhetoric. [Nicholas Burns via Twitter]

Qin blamed the U.S. government for the strained
relationship between the two countries and expressed
hope that "the U.S. will reflect deeply, meet China
halfway, and push China-US relations out of
predicament and back on track."
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Despite this blame, Qin shared the same priority as
Burns and also advocated stabilizing the U.S.-China
relations and preventing them from deteriorating
further.

Looking ahead to a possible improvement in the
relationship, back in early May the Chinese
government invited U.S. climate envoy John Kerry in
order for China and the U.S. to coordinate on
combating climate change. Furthermore, Blinken
announced that he hopes to conduct the postponed
visit to China this year. [China Daily] [CNN] [South
China Morning Post]

Canada expels Chinese ambassador

(ms) In a statement released on May 8, Canadian
Foreign Minister Melanie Joly announced that the
Canadian government has decided to expel Chinese
Ambassador Zhao Wei from the country after he
allegedly plotted against a Canadian parliamentarian
and his relatives in Hong Kong for his clear criticism of
China's treatment of the Muslim minority of the
Uyghurs.

In the statement distributed via her Twitter account,
Joly wrote that effective immediately, Zhao has been
classified as "persona non grata" by the Canadian
government and therefore he must leave the country.
Joly added that Canada "will not tolerate any form of
foreign in our internal affairs." [Melanie Joly via Twitter]

Michael Chong, the Canadian politician in question,
already called on May 3 in a parliamentary session to
expel Zhao. The trigger for the planned intimidation
and sanctioning of Chong and his family in Hong Kong
is said to include Chong's vote in early 2021, where he
advocated that the Canadian government classify the
Chinese government's treatment of the Uyghurs as
genocide.

The Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) is said
to have known about the Chinese plans for 2 years, but
did not inform the Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau.

The Chinese embassy announced on the expulsion of
the diplomat that "China will resolutely take
countermeasures"”, but did not go into detail. [Hong
Kong Free Press] [South China Morning Post] [The
Washington Post]
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Chinese Foreign Minister visits Germany,
France and Norway

(ms) The Chinese Foreign Ministry announced, at least
for the public on a very short notice, that China's
Foreign Minister Qin Gang will visit Germany, France
and Norway and meet their Foreign Ministers German
Annalena Baerbock, French Catherine Colonna and
Norwegian Anniken Huitfeldt from May 8 to 12.

The aim of the visit is to fulfill the announced role of
mediator in Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine,
but also to improve relations with European partners.
[Chinese Foreign Ministry] [Euro News] [Le Monde]

In particular, the visit to Germany has led to mixed
signals from China, as it was planned that Germany's
Finance Minister Christian Lindner would meet with his
Chinese counterpart Liu Kin in China's capital Beijing
on May 10. However, the invitation from China, on
which the planned meeting was based, was withdrawn
at short notice on May 8, officially due to scheduling
problems.

In particular, the fact that the meeting was planned
already for a long time, lets, observers to consequence,
the speculations that the disinvitation came less on
reason of temporal problems, but it acts much more as
a message of the Chinese government against Lindner
and the liberal party of the Free Democratic Party (FDP)
led by him. The FDP has taken a tough stance against
the Chinese government in the past and has also
publicly criticized China's continued cooperation with
Russia despite its war of aggression in Ukraine. The
decisive factor for a possible retaliation against Lindner
and the FDP, however, could be the visit of the German
Minister of Education Bettina Stark-Watzinger, a
member of the FDP, to Taiwan in March of this year,
which caused great anger on the Chinese side [see AiR
No. 13, March/2023, 4]. [Frankfurter Allgemeine
Zeitung in German] [Tagesschau in German]

India meets with China, Russia on sidelines of
SCO summit

(Im) India’s Foreign Minister S Jaishankar held separate
talks with his counterparts from China and Russia on
the sidelines of the two-day Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO)'s ministerial meeting. Jaishankar
also held talks with SCO Secretary-General Zhang Ming
and with Uzbekistan’s foreign minister. [Al Jazeera]

India-China
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In their second meeting, the Indian top diplomat and
China’s State Councillor and foreign minister Qin Gang
discussed the intense border stand-off in the eastern
Ladakh region in the Himalayas, with Jaishankar
reiterating that the resolution of the remaining friction
points was necessary for the normalization of bilateral
ties.

A meeting earlier this month between the two
countries’ defense ministers illustrated the significant
discrepancy in the narrative of both sides: While
China’s Li Shangfu said conditions along the disputed
border with India are “stable overall,” his Indian
counterpart Rajnath Singh accused Beijing of border
aggressions that have “eroded the entire basis” of the
two countries’ relationship. [AIR No. 18, May/2023, 1]
[Hindustan Times] [The Wire]

India-Russia

Jaishankar also met with Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov to review bilateral ties and to discuss
issues pertaining to the Group of Twenty (G20) and
BRICS. The two ministers met just a day after the
Kremlin claimed that Ukraine was behind a drone
attack to assassinate Russian President Vladimir Putin.
However, the official readouts didn't mention if it was
discussed in this meeting.

The meeting between the two top diplomats followed
talks between the two countries’ defense ministers on
April 28 [see AR No. 18, May/2023, 1]. According to the
Indian readout, New Delhi and Moscow are formalizing
a plan for the local production of Russian defense
equipment and spare parts, at a time when the war in
Ukraine has held up supplies of Russian spares critical
for India to maintain its tank and fighter jet fleets [see
AR No. 17, April/2023, 4]. [DefenseNews]

China seeks ‘new fields’ of cooperation with
Pakistan military

(Im) China's defense minister on May 8 told Pakistan’s
navy chief that their militaries should “expand into new
fields of cooperation” to bolster the capabilities of the
two countries in safeguarding security in the region.
[Reuters]

The remarks echo similar plans by the vice chairman of
China’s Central Military Commission, Zhang Youxia,
who told Pakistan’s army chief last month that Beijing
will work with the South Asian nation’s military to
“further deepen and expand” the two countries’ mutual
interests and jointly protect regional peace and
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stability. The Pakistani Chief of Army Staff, General
Syed Asim Munir, was on a four-day visit to Beijing for
meetings with the leadership of the People’s Liberation
Army. [AIR No. 18, May/2023, 1]

Indonesia-South Korea: Central banks agree to
promote local currency transactions

(ye/Im) The central banks of Indonesia and South
Korea signed a memorandum of understanding on
May 2 to cooperate on promoting the use of their
currencies for bilateral transactions, such as current
account transactions and direct investment.

The move is aimed at reducing transaction costs for
businesses and their exposure to exchange rate risks
by enabling the direct exchange rate quotation.
[Reuters]

The agreement was signed by the governors of the two
central banks on the sidelines of the ASEAN+3 and
Central Bank Governors Meeting in Incheon, South
Korea.

Guantanamo prosecutor asks for 2025 trial date
in Bali bombing case

(ys/Im) Military prosecutors at Guantanamo Bay have
said that the full trial for three men accused of
conspiring in the 2002 nightclub bombings in Bali,
Indonesia, should start in March 2025, even though the
three prisoners have been in detention for 17 years.

Defense lawyers protested the timeline as too long for
the three men, an Indonesian and two Malaysians, and
asked the judge to require prosecutors to explain
ongoing negotiations with the C.I.A. and other
intelligence agencies about the evidence. [Al Jazeera]
[The New York Times]

Prosecutors accuse the three prisoners - Encep
Nurjaman, Mohammed Nazir Bin Lep and Mohammed
Farik Bin Amin - of murder, terrorism and conspiracy in
the Bali bombings, which killed 202 people, and in the
2003 Marriott hotel bombing in Jakarta, Indonesia,
which killed at least 11 people and wounded at least
80.

Japan’s Prime Minister concludes African tour in
Kenya and Mozambique
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(dqgl) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida held a
summit on May 3 with Kenyan President William
Samoei Ruto. The meeting was part of Kishida’s state
visit to the East African country.

The two leaders agreed to strengthen economic ties
and cooperation on green growth, including the
development of geothermal power generation and
solar power and green hydrogen. They also reaffirmed
their countries’ commitment to work together in the
agricultural sector, in a bid to address climate change
and improve the lives of local residents. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Japan 1] [Kyodo News]

A day later, Kishida met with Filipe Jacinto Nyusi,
President of the Republic of Mozambique. During the
meeting both sides agreed to boost business relations,
focusing especially on the resumption of LNG
development projects in Africa, and development
cooperation to improve productivity in the agriculture
and food sectors in Mozambique. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Japan 2] [NHK]

The visit to Mozambique concluded Kishida's four-
country Africa tour which also included prior visits to
Egypt and Ghana last week (see AiR No. 18, May/2023,
1.

The tour is widely seen as an effort of the Japanese
government to deepen ties with the ‘Global South” in a
bid to counter China's and Russia’s footprint in the
continent. It overlapped with Foreign Minister
Yoshimasa Hayashi's visits to five Caribbean and South
American countries (see entry below).

Japan’s foreign minister visit Caribbean and
South American countries

(dqgl) Following the visit to Trinidad and Tabago on May
1, the first leg of a five-nation visit in the Caribbean and
South America (see AR No. 18, May/2023, 1), Japanese

Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi met on May 2 with
his counterpart of Barbados Kerrie D. Symmonds.

During the meeting, Hayashi confirmed Japan'’s offer of
continued assistance to the Caribbean country in
fields of environment, climate change and disaster
mitigation. He especially offered to help remove
seaweed that substantially hits Barbados’ tourism and
fisheries. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1] [NHK]

The tour's third leg was Peru, where the Japanese
foreign minister held a summit with his Peruan
counterpart Ana Gervasi and agreed with her to
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continue to enhance ties in political, economic, and
cultural areas.

Hayashi further expressed hope that bilateral
economic relations would be boosted by tax treaties,
the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), of which Japan and
Peru are members, and other treaties and
agreements. He confirmed that Japan was ready to
support Peru when it will hold the APEC presidency in
2024.

He added that Japan is paying attention to Peru's
prowing importance as a producer of mineral
resources, including copper and zinc needed for his
country's energy transition. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Japan 2] [La Prensa Latina]

On May 4, Hayashi arrived in Chile to meet with
Foreign Minister Alberto Leo van Klaveren Stork. Both
sides agreed to deepen bilateral relations, with
Hayashi welcoming the entry into force of the CPTPP in
Chile in February.

The ministers also agreed to deepen cooperation to
strengthen supply chains for essential mineral
resources. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 3] [The
Japan News]

Hayashi's final leg was Paraguay, where he held a
meeting with his counterpart Julio César Arriora
Ramirez on May 5 and agreed with him to step up talks
on an investment agreement to further reinforce
bilateral relations further and to closely cooperate on
the smooth implementation of Japan's cooperation
projects in the development of economic and social
infrastructure.

During his stay in Asuncion, Hayashi also spoke with
president-elect Santiago Pena who won the election
last week and vowed to maintain ties with Taiwan. His
main rival Efrain Alegre had pledged to switch
diplomatic relations to China during his campaign.

Hayashi reaffirmed that Japan seeks to continue to
strengthen bilateral ties with the incoming Pena
administration. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 4]
[NHK 2] [Al Jazeera]

Japan-France: Agreement on cooperation in
nuclear energy

(dgl) Japan's Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry
Nishimura Yasutoshi and French Energy Transition
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Minister Agnes Pannier-Runacher have announced that
their countries have agreed to accelerate nuclear
energy cooperation. This includes the joint
development of next-generation advanced reactors.

The agreement was reached at a meeting in Paris on
May 3, during which a joint statement on an action
plan as a new framework for cooperation in a wide
range of activities was signed. Among the activities are
cooperation between governments and between
private companies for the decommissioning of the
crippled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant,
cooperation to improve currently operating reactors
and to enhance human resources development for
safer operations of aging reactors, and cooperation in
the research and development of next-generation
units.

The two ministers affirmed two countries' commitment
to work together to ensure the maximum use of
nuclear energy to achieve a stable energy supply and
carbon neutrality.

Nishimura, for his part, highlighted Japan’s investment
of USD 340 million over three years to the
development of fast reactors. [Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry, Japan] [NHK]

Japan-Singapore: Agreement of deepening
cooperation in digital field and security at
Prime Ministers' meeting

(dgl) On May 5, Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
met his Singaporean counterpart in Singapore.

During the meeting the two leaders agreed to continue
to advance cooperation in the digital field as well as in
security and defense, with Kishida welcoming progress
on the Agreement concerning the Transfer of Defense
Equipment and Technology.

The Japanese Prime Minister further expressed his
hope to deepen cooperation in various other areas,
including start-ups, strengthening supply chain
resilience, and ways to promote an Asia Zero Emission
Community concept.

The meeting was held during Kishisda's transit on his
way back to Japan after his four-nation Africa tour (see
entry above). [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [The
Straits Times]
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Malaysia-Australia: Strengthening relations

(jl) Malaysia's Foreign Minister, Zambry Abdul Kadir, led
a Malaysian delegation to the 5th Malaysia-Australia
Annual Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (AFMM), held on
May 5 in Adelaide.

In the annual meetings, the foreign ministers of both
countries look to strengthen their bilateral relations
under the ambit of the Malaysia-Australia
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) framework.

In a statement released by the Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong said the CSP will include
“advancing our trade and investment, green economy,
education, and science and innovation ties, and our
cooperation on defence and regional security,
including under the Five Power Defence
Arrangements.” [Minister of Foreign Affairs, Australia]

As Malaysia’s largest trading partner, the trade value
generated by the CSP increased by 55.4 percent in
2022 valuing at RM57.04 billion to RM88.65 billion.
[New Straits Times] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Malaysial

Mongolia-Hungary: Speakers of parliament
agree to deepen cooperation

(dgl) Chairman of the Mongolian Parliament
Gombojavyn Zandanshatar and his Hungarian
counterpart Laszlé Kovér held a meeting on April 4 in
Ulaanbaatar. The meeting was part of the latter's state
visit to Mongolia last week.

Both sides agreed on expanding cooperation between
the two legislative bodies as an important factor in
efforts to deepen ties between the two countries.

Kovér, further, reaffirmed his determination to
enhance cooperation in various areas, such as
education, agriculture, tourism, and animal husbandry.
[Montsame 1] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mongolia 1,
in Mongolian]

In a separate meeting with Kévér, Prime Minister L.
Oyun-Erdene reiterated his country’s commitment to
deepen bilateral cooperation in economy, foreign
trade, and investment. [Monstame 2] [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Mongolia 2, in Mongolian]
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China's foreign minister touts ‘good-
neighbourly relations’ on Myanmar visit

(ms/ha/lm) Myanmar's junta leader Senior Gen. Min
Aung Hlain met on May 2 with China’s visiting foreign
minister, Qin Gang, the highest-ranking Chinese official
to travel to the Southeast Asian nation since the coup
more than two years ago. But while indicating a
warming in ties between the two neighboring
countries, observers argue the visit should not be
interpreted as China's official recognition of Myanmar's
junta. [The Irrawaddy]

In meetings with Min Aung Hlain and other top officials
Qin praised Beijing's "good-neighbourly relations" with
Myanmar, promising economic help on key
infrastructure deals and other projects and pledging to
“build a community of a shared future” between the
two countries. He also urged the international
community to respect Myanmar's sovereignty and help
push for peace and reconciliation. [Chinese Foreign
Ministry 1]

These remarks echoed earlier comments Qin had
made during a meeting with Noeleen Heyzer, the U.N.
special envoy for Myanmar, in Beijing on May 1. The
Chinese top diplomat also told Heyzer that the
Myanmar issue is complex and there is no “quick fix.”
[Associated Press]

Furthermore, the Chinese CGTN broadcaster said Qin
told Min Aung Hlaing that Beijing attaches “great
importance” to its “friendship” with Myanmar and said
the two men agreed to “further promote
comprehensive strategic partnership between the two
countries”. [Al Jazeera]

On a separate note, Qin called on Myanmar to take
stronger action against internet fraud in the country,
saying there are gangs of telecom and Internet
criminals in the border region who are also targeting
Chinese citizens. Myanmar has expressed its
willingness to meet the demands and the security
agencies of both countries have announced
cooperation on the issue. [Chinese Foreign Ministry 2]

Earlier on May 2, Qin made an unusual trip to the
China-Myanmar border, where he called for stability
and a crackdown on cross-border criminal activity,
warning against a “spillover” of the escalating violence
in the Southeast Asian country. [South China Morning
Post]

With Russia, China is one of the largest arms suppliers
to the military junta currently in power in Myanmar,
also Myanmar is an important exporter of China, which
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imports jade, tin and timber, among others from the
neighboring country. During the visit, Qin stressed the
need to further develop relations with Myanmar and
China's efforts to improve Myanmar's relations with
Western countries and Bangladesh, which Qin
particularly highlighted.

More than 1,000 trafficking victims rescued in
separate operations in Myanmar, Philippines

(ys/Im) More than 1,000 trafficking victims were
rescued on separate operations across Southeast Asia
over the last week. [CBS News]

Indonesian officials said on May 7 they had
successfully rescued 20 trafficking victims from rebel-
held territories in Myanmar. The victims had been
lured by online scams promising high-paying jobs in
Thailand, where they were then trafficked to
Myawaddy in Myanmar and forced to perform cyber
scams for crypto websites or apps. They were tortured
when failing to reach work targets by beatings and
electrocutions, where they also worked over 15 hours
a day. [Kompas] [The Washington Post]

In separate developments, more than 1,000 trafficking
victims were rescued in the Philippines during a night
operation on May 4. The victims had also been forced
into working up to 18 hours a day perpetrating
cryptocurrency scams. It allegedly happened in a
compound in Mabalacat, about a two-hour drive from
the country's capital, Manila. [Voice of America]

Indonesia, Singapore alarmed as shots fired in
Myanmar at diplomats, aid group

(Im) Indonesia and Singapore condemned an attack on
a convoy of their diplomats and an ASEAN
humanitarian aid body that was delivering supplies to
displaced people in a township in Myanmar's northern
Shan State on May 7. Myanmar state media said
"terrorists" with small arms had attacked the convoy,
showing pictures of a pickup truck with minor damage,
including broken glass from bullets. But it also said no
one was harmed during the attack. [Reuters]

At the time of writing, no group claimed responsibility
for the incident. The Pa-O National Liberation
Organization (PNLO), an ethnic armed organization
based in Shan State, denied allegations that it was
involved in the attack. [The Irrawaddy]
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Burkina Faso President wants to have North
Korean weapons

(dql) In an interview with Radiodiffusion Télévision du
Burkina, the national broadcaster of Burkina Faso,
Ibrahim Traoré, West African country’s President, said
that his country seeks weapons from North Korea,
citing “many” capabilities of the Northeast Asian state
and the aging of currently used North Korean weapons
purchased in 1985.

The statement comes after reports in March according
to which an agreement on the appointment of a North
Korean ambassador to Burkina Faso has been
approved by authorities. This is seen as an indication
weapons trade between the two countries could be
facilitated.

Democratically elected President Roch March banned
in 2017 all imports from North Korea, in compliance
with UN sanctions against Pyongyang.

A military coup, led by Traoré, overthrew Kabore's
government last October. Since then, Traoré has
pledged to regain territory that has been lost to al-
Qaida affiliated jihadist groups since 2015. [NK News]

Afghanistan says Islamabad, Pakistan Taliban
must resolve violent tensions “on their own"”

(tj/Im) Afghanistan’s foreign minister called on May 8
on Islamabad and the outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) Islamist militant group to hold
negotiations as a means to resolve issues faced by
Pakistan pertaining to the banned outfit “own their
own”. Amir Khan Muttaqi, who was on a four-day visit
to Pakistan, expressed these views on the last day of
his tour while delivering a talk at the Institute of
Strategic Studies Islamabad. [DAWN]

The TPP is separate from but a close ally of the Afghan
Taliban, and that group's takeover of Kabul in August
2021 emboldened the TTP. And while the Afghan
Taliban have repeatedly said they will not allow
anyone, including the TTP to use Afghan soil for attacks
against any country, the group has started openly
sheltering the TTP since its return to power. This has
led to Pakistani officials criticizing an apparent
disconnect between the words and actions of the
Afghan Taliban.
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Notably, Muttaqi said that his country had fulfilled its
responsibility when it hosted the talks between
Islamabad and the TTP that resulted in both sides
agreeing on an indefinite ceasefire in May. However,
these talks collapsed in November, resulting in an end
to the ceasefire and the TTP ordering its fighters to
carry out attacks across Pakistan [see AiR No. 49,
December/2022, 1].

Against this backdrop, Pakistan’s military and civil
leadership concluded during a meeting of the National
Security Committee — the country’s principal decision-
making body on national security matters — last
month that the recent wave of terrorism was a result
of “the soft corner and the absence of a well-thought-
out policy against the banned [TTP]". [AIR No. 15,
April/2023, 2]

Philippines-US: Closer future cooperation on
global food security and climate change

(fb) On May 5, US and Philippine government
representatives from the agriculture and international
development sectors came together in Washington to
discuss collaborations and initiatives that improve food
security in the Philippines and advance global efforts
to lessen the effects of climate change.

At the event hosted by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, new efforts to further U.S.-Philippine
cooperation have been mentioned. One aspect focuses
on the introduction of a new Faculty Exchange
Program between prestigious U.S. and Philippine
colleges in the field of veterinary sciences.

Later this year, the Business Council for International
Understanding and the U.S. Department of Commerce
will co-sponsor a trade mission in Davao City and
Manila focused on the agricultural technology sector.
The mission will concentrate on cold chain facilities,
aquaculture, digital and precision agriculture,
agrochemicals and fertilizers. [U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE]

New South China Sea Defense Guidelines have
been added by the US and the Philippines

(fb) A 1951 defense pact between the United States
and the Philippines has just been updated with new
rules that specify how the US would respond if the
Philippines are attacked in the South China Sea.
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After Ferdinand Marcos paid a visit to the White House
at the beginning of May, the U.S. released instructions
stating that it would protect Manila in the maritime
area, as Manila had long complained about Chinese
ships invading its territorial waters.

Mutual defense agreements will be invoked in the
event of an assault in the South China Sea against
Philippine public ships, planes, or armed forces, which
includes the coast guard. The rules also take into
account the possibility of threats from asymmetric,
hybrid, irregular, and gray-zone warfare as well as the
use of non-naval vessels such as fishing boats as a type
of marine militia.

China resolutely opposes any country's effort to
intervene in the South China Sea issue in order to
impair China's territorial sovereignty and maritime
rights and interests, the Foreign Ministry in Beijing
declared in response. [VOA News]

Chinese militia boats stalk Indian, ASEAN
warships exercising in South China Sea

(sfa/lm) Boats belonging to a Chinese maritime militia
and a surveillance vessel on May 8 approached an area
where navies of India and ASEAN countries were taking
part in the first-ever joint drills between the two sides
in the South China Sea. The drills, however, continued
as planned since the Chinese vessels did not come
closer than 100 nautical miles to the exercising
warships. [First Post] [Reuters] [South China Morning
Post]

India and Singapore co-hosted the weeklong Asean-
India Maritime Exercise (AIME 2023) involving nine
ships, six aircraft, and more than 1,800 personnel from
across the bloc's member states, which were expected
to trawl international waters along the transit route to
the Philippines. Singapore encourages such exercise as
a way to strengthen collaboration while building
confidence in addressing common maritime security
challenges at sea. [The Straits Times]

‘A war in Asia would be far more devastating
than the Ukraine war’ Singapore’s defence
minister say

(sfa) In his opening speech at the 13th International
Maritime Defence Exhibition, Singapore’s Defence
Minister Ng Eng Hen cautioned that countries should
prioritise in preventing a physical conflict to happen in
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Asia. Comparing the Russia-Ukraine war, a conflict in
Asia such as between the United States and China can
have disastrous effects especially when Beijing is the
global manufacturer of sundry goods and many other
essentials, and that US and China made up more than
a quarter of global trade.

He therefore urged that such intricacies of the US-
China relationship calls for the security arena to take
active steps to prevent or mitigate conflicts in Asia. He
also urged China and Asean to speed up the
conclusion of a substantive code of conduct based on
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
This code of conduct helps to preserve freedom of
navigation while respecting sovereignty of nations. He
also suggested countries implement mechanisms and
frameworks for coast guard ships as there is a higher
frequency of patrols in disputed waters. [The Straits
Times]

Singapore encourages Australia to hold
“stabilising role” in region

(sfa) In a recent high-level engagement Singapore
encouraged Australia to contribute to security in the
region as the country supports international law and
multilateral free trade. The ministers for foreign affairs,
defense, and trade of the two countries met on May 1
in Australia’s capital Canberra for the 13th meeting of
their joint ministerial committee. [Australia's Minister
for Foreign Affairs] [South China Morning Post]

Speaking at this occasion, Singapore's Defence Minister
Ng Eng Hen recognised the special relationship that
Australia and Singapore has, among other things,
welcoming Australian ships and planes through
Singapore bases. This includes welcoming Australia’s
nuclear-powered submarines in future, just like how
Singapore has welcomed US-powered submarines.

Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrisnan also added about
Australia having free access and opportunities in
Southeast Asia, both in the sea lanes and air lines of
communication. This would have to be further
discussed during their negotiations on the code of
conduct in the South China Sea.

Singapore’s president meets with Vietnam, Fiji
counterparts on sidelines of King Charles 1l
coronation


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-jtu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-jtu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-jil/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-jil/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-jir/

(sfa) Singapore’s President Halimah Yacob visited the
British capital London from May 4-7 to attend the
coronation of King Charles Ill. While in London, she
also met with her counterparts from Vietnam, Vo Van
Thuong, and Fiji, Ratu Williame Katonivere.

In one meeting, President Halimah met Vietnam
President Thuong and discussed developments in the
region as their countries reaffirm their commitment to
principles of international law. This includes deepening
cooperation in new and emerging areas such as digital
and green economy. President Halimah also welcomes
Vietnam to visit Singapore in the near future. [The
Straits Times 1]

In a separate meeting with President Katonivere,
President Halimah congratulated the country’s success
in the Pacific Islands Forum. She also discussed with
Fiji on bilateral cooperation in areas such as
digitalisation and climate change. [The Straits Times 2]

South Korea-Japan: Signals of thawing ties at
Kishida, Yoon summit

(dgl) The summit between South Korean President
Yoon Suk-yeol and visiting Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida on April 7 in Seoul has sent storms
signals of a thaw in relations between Japan and South
Korea which has been frosty in the past years after the
South Korean Supreme Court in 2018 ordered
Japanese firms to compensate victims of wartime
forced labor during Japan's rule on the Korean
peninsula (see AiR 5/10/2018).

During the meeting, the second in less than two
months, the two leaders vowed to overcome historical
grievances and deepen cooperation and coordination
to address shared challenges such as North Korea's
nuclear program, with Kishida expressing sympathy for
the suffering of Korean forced laborers during Japan's
colonial rule.

Yoon and Kishida also hailed the resumption of regular
exchanges of visits by the two countries' leaders,
dubbed “shuttle diplomacy.” The previous meeting
between them in March in Tokyo was the first bilateral
visit of a South Korean president to Japan in 12 years
(see AR No. 12, March/2023, 3).

The two leaders further agreed to strengthen trilateral
relations between their countries and the US, with
Yoon saying that security is more important than ever
and confirming that bilateral strategic and nuclear
planning between South Korea and the US agreed on


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-jiy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-jiy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-jij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-jit/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-zukmjl-l-jii/

in the “Washington Declaration”, the agreement
between the South Korea and the US adopted during
Yoon's recent summit with US President Joe Biden in
Washington (see AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1), was open
for Japan to join. [Office of the President, South Korea]
[DW] [The Korea Herald]

In an earlier move ahead of the summit indicating
improved ties, the two countries agreed on the
sidelines of the 56th Annual Meeting of the Board of
Governors of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in
Incheon, held on May 2, on the resumption of their
long-stalled finance ministers’ meeting "at an
appropriate time this year" after years of trade
tensions. A visit of Japanese officials to South Korea is
scheduled next month and aimed at working out
details of the meeting. [Yonhap News Agency]

Prior the the ADB meeting, Tokyo and Seoul had
decided to put each other back again on their
respective “white list” of trusted trading partners after
a hiatus of three years (see No. 18, May/2023, 1).

South Korea pledges contribution to forming
cooperative supply chain in Asia

(dql) South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol has
announced that his country will contribute to
establishing a cooperative supply chain in Asia that
includes semiconductors and rechargeable batteries.

He made the announcement in his opening address to
the 56th annual meeting of the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) held on May 2 in Songdo Convensia,
Incheon.

In his speech, he also reaffirmed Seoul's commitment
to play a role in fighting climate change and bridging
the digital divide. [Office of the President, South Korea]
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea-Malaysia: Foreign ministers agree
on resumption of FTA negotiations

(dqgl) South Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs Park Jin
met his Malaysian counterpart Zambry bin Abd Kadir
on May 2. The meeting was part of Park’s visit to the
Southeast Asian country.

Park and Zambry discussed ways to strengthen
substantive cooperation and strategic communication
between the two countries and agreed to cooperate
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closely on resuming of talks on the Korea-Malaysia
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and the signing of a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) on cooperation
in the field of critical raw material cooperation as well
as the export of halal Korean beef.

Park, for his part, further offered to finalize practical
preparations for elevating the bilateral relations
between the two countries to a "strategic partnership"
in the future.

Park’s visit also included a meeting with Prime Minister
Anwar bin Ibrahim during which he requested
Malaysia's support for Seoul’s bid to host the World
Expo in 2030. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]
[Yonhap News Agency]

US nuclear-powered, ballistic missile submarine
to be deployed in South Korea

(dgl) In a move signaling resolve to boos U.S.
deterrence against North Korean threats, the US
Department of Defense has announced that an Ohio-
class nuclear-powered, ballistic missile submarine
(SSBN) will be making a visit to South Korea under the
“Washington Declaration”, the agreement between the
South Korea and the US adopted during Yoon's recent
summit with US President Joe Biden in Washington
(see AIR No. 18, May/2023, 1), that calls for “more
regular” deployment of U.S. strategic assets to South
Korea, in addition to the establishment of a new
Nuclear Consultative Group that will allow for more
consultation and coordination between Washington
and Seoul in strategic and nuclear planning. [Yonhap
News Agency]

Sri Lanka will establish National Productivity
Commission with the help of the Australian
High Commission

(ns) Sri Lankan Presidential Secretariat has announced
that it has begun working on the creation of a National
Productivity Commission in line with the government’s
re-structurization programs. The government provided
funds to establish the specific commission and inter-
ministerial Working Group in the Budget 2023 to enact
this project. The Working Group is exploring
international insights on productivity materialization.

The Sri Lankan government reached out to the
Australian Productivity Commission to gain an
understanding of how to attain recognition on the
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intentional standard level. Australian Commission in Sri
Lanka expressed its willingness to support this
initiative. In turn, the Australian Productivity
Commission held a virtual session with the inter-
ministerial Working Group to share their knowledge
and experience in the Productivity Commission
department. [Presidential Secretariat - Sri Lanka]

Sri Lanka receives a donation of essential
medicines from Iran worth approx. USD 1.8
million

(ns) On May 4, the Islamic Republic of Iran donated a
stock of essential medical supplies to Sri Lanka,
estimated at USD 1.8 million. The Sri Lankan Minister
of Health and the Ambassador of Iran presided over
the official meeting honoring the act of support in the
Ministry of Health. [Colombo Page]

Taiwan-US: Taipei to acquire four MQ-9B
SkyGuardian drones

(dqgl) The US Department of Defense last week
awarded military contractor General Atomics
Aeronautical Systems (GA-ASI) with a USD 218 million
US Air Force contract for four MQ-9B SkyGuardian
drones for Taiwan.

The contract also covers the supply of two ground
control stations, spare parts, and other support
equipment.

The MQ-9B SkyGuardian drone is designed to deliver
persistent intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance. It is capable of flying over the horizon
via satellite for more than 40 hours and can be
equipped in a way that it supports electronic warfare,
airborne early warning, and anti-submarine warfare
missions. [Department of Defense, USA] [The Defense
Post]

This comes as US defense contractors vowed to start
deeper cooperation with Taiwan during the Taiwan-
U.S. Defense Industry Forum held in Taipei on May 5.

The forum was part of a visit of a delegation consisting
of 25 U.S. defense contractors and Lt. Gen. Steven
Rudder, the former Commanding General of the US
Marine Corps Forces, Pacific, to Taiwan. The visit aims
to strengthen Taiwan'’s supply chain resilience,
according to Rudder.
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The delegation is also visiting the Defense Ministry; the
National Chung Shan Institute of Science and
Technology, Taiwan's state-owned corporation active in
the development and manufacture of various weapons
systems and dual use technologies; cybersecurity
companies, and drone manufacturers. [AP_ News]
[Radio Taiwan International]

Furthermore, Taiwan’s Ministry of Defense has
confirmed that it is holding talks with the White House
on using fast-track authority to provide a USD 500
million weapons package to Taiwan.

The confirmation came in response to reports that the
administration of US President Joe Biden will be using

the Presidential Drawdown Authority (PDA), the same

authority that is being used to fats-track the supply of
weapons to Ukraine.

Under the US National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) for fiscal year 2023, a total of USD 1 billion has
been earmarked to Taiwan through the use of the PDA.

Meanwhile, the US Army Special Operations Command
(USASOC) for the first time ever reported the initiation
of drills that simulates operations on Taiwan.

Part of annual capabilities exercises at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina, the drills on April 27 are said to involve
practicing the insertion of personnel onto Taiwan to
defend against a Chinese invasion and troops firing
recoilless rifles, breaching tunnels, operating
Switchblade drones, and operating “other tools
reflecting a seismic shift for the command as it
prepares for potential conflict against major military
rivals.”

Prior to the exercise, Commander of USASOC
Lieutenant General Jonathan Braga remarked that the
drills reflected China’s emergence as “our true pacing
challenge out there.” [The Diplomat] [Military.com]

Taiwan-Switzerland: Swiss National Council
passes motion to strengthen ties with
Taiwanese Legislative Yuan

(dgl) Switzerland's National Council, the country’s lower
house of parliament, adopted a motion that seeks to
boost ties with its Taiwanese counterpart, the
Legislative Yuan,, in addition to generally deepening
exchanges between Taiwan and Switzerland.
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The motion was co-initiated by Fabian Molina of the
Social Democratic Party and Nicolas Walder of the
Green Party. Both visited Taiwan in February as
members of the delegation of the Switzerland-Taiwan
parliamentary friendship group.

It is the second pro-Taiwan motion passed by the
National Council in two years after the first one in
2021. [Taiwan News] [swissinfo]

China invites Thai investment in Shanghai

(aj) Officials and business representatives from China’s
financial hub, Shanghai, met with Thai business leaders
and Thailand's Bureau of Investment (BOI) in Bangkok
deepened economic ties by signing several investment
projects and six memoranda of understanding -
electric vehicles, finance, digital economy, technology,
medical care, financial service.

Over the past three years, Thailand has been
expanding its bilateral trade and investment relations
with specific Chinese cities through investment
contracts, mini free trade agreements (mini-FTAs), and
memoranda of understanding (MoU), rather than at a
state-to-state level [see AiR No. 10, March/2023, 1]. As
of last year, 17 percent of Thailand's exports are to
China and China itself comprises 18 percent of foreign
investment in Thailand. Shanghai is China’s largest city
and is known for having a diversified economy with a

strong financial sector. Present at the meeting was
Shanghai Mayor Gong Zheng, Chinese Ambassador
Han Zhigiang, Thai BOI Secretary-General Narit
Therdsteerasukdi, and over 300 Thai and Shanghai
business representatives.

The signing of these investment projects and MoUs fall
under the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP), a multilateral FTA signed by East
Asian countries, ASEAN member-states, and Oceanian
countries. [China Daily] [The Nation Thailand]

Thailand, United States sign MoU to combat
human trafficking

(aj) Motivated to increase its standing to Tier 1 on the
US Trafficking in Persons (TIP) report, Thailand signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the US
Agency for International Development (USAID) to
implement anti-trafficking measures in its fishery
industry.
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The TIP report is an annual publication that assesses
the level of human trafficking in each country.
Countries are ranked from 1 - fully implementing US
State Department guidelines to reduce human
trafficking within their borders - to 3, little to no action
taken to address the issue. Thailand is currently at Tier
2. The TIP report is often factored in by multinational
corporations, state governments, and international
nongovernmental organizations to make decisions on
business investments and funding for anti-trafficking
programs. [National News Bureau of Thailand]

This MoU aims to improve the communication systems
on ships for quicker reporting on workers aboard
fishing vessels. At a meeting between Thai and US
officials in early March, US lawmakers said Thailand
can be moved up to Tier 1 by July if the country can
ease entry restrictions for migrant workers to legally
work in the Thai fishing industry and implement
measures that improve reporting of human trafficking
victims [see AiR No. 9, February/2023, 4 and AiR No. 10,
March/2023, 1].

Commander of U.S. Pacific Fleet visits Thailand

(aj) The commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet (PACFLT),
Admiral Samuel Paparo, visited Thailand on May 1-2 to
meet with his counterparts in the Royal Thai Navy
(RTN). This high-level visit was a part of US-Thai plans
to promote military relations between the two
countries and the US goal to advance a ‘Free and Open
Indo-Pacific.’ [US Embassy & Consulate in Thailand]

Vietnam asks Australia to recall coin that bears
South Vietnamese flag

(Im) Vietnam has demanded Australia cease issuing
commemorative coins that, it says, show the design of
the flag of the toppled US-backed South Vietnam, a
claim Canberra has denied. [ABC] [Bloomberg]

In April, the Royal Australian Mint issued 85,000 sets of
gold and silver USD 2 coins to mark the 50th
anniversary of Australian troops withdrawing from
southern Vietnam. One side of the coin features a UH-
1 helicopter encircled by medal ribbons awarded to
Australian veterans, two of which incorporate the
colors of South Vietnam'’s flag, which was banned by
the Vietnamese government. [Radio Free Asia]

Australia and Vietnam flagged an intention to elevate
their bilateral relationship to a comprehensive
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strategic partnership during National Assembly
chairman Vuong Dinh Hue's visit to Canberra last
November.

Vietnam'’s top judge visits Netherlands

(Im) The chief justice of Vietnam’s Supreme People’s
Court, Nguyen Hoa Binh, visited the Netherlands from
May 2-3, aiming to enhance relations between the two
countries’ relevant organizations and agencies. During
his visit, Binh and his entourage also learned about
some issues in judicial reform in service of
amendments to the Law on the Organisation of
People’s Courts, and the compilation of a law on justice
for juveniles. [ViethamPlus]

Vietnam's top legislator receives chairman of
Japan-Vietnam parliamentary friendship
alliance

(km) The Chairman of Vietnam'’s National Assembly,
Vuong Dinh Hue, received the chairman of the Japan-
Vietnam Parliamentary Friendship Alliance in Hanoi on
May 5. [Viet Nam News]

Luxembourg's prime minister on official
Vietnam visit

(Im) Luxembourg's Prime Minister Xavier Bettel arrived
in Hanoi on May 3 for an official 3-day visit to Vietnam
at the invitation of his counterpart Pham Minh Chinh.
[VietnamPlus] [Vietnam Express]

As of March this year, Luxembourg had invested USD
2.6 billion in 64 projects in Vietnam, ranking third
among 24 European Union members and 17th among
139 countries and territories investing in the Southeast
Asian nation. During Prime Minister Chinh's official visit
to Luxembourg in December last year, the two sides
inked a memorandum of understanding on promoting
trade and business dialogue between the Vietnam
Trade Promotion Agency under the Ministry of Industry
and Trade and the Luxembourg Chamber of
Commerce, along with a cooperation deal between the
Vietnam Stock Exchange and the Luxembourg Stock
Exchange.
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Vietnam, United Kingdom foreign ministers
meet in London

(km) Vietnamese Foreign Affairs Minister Bui Thanh
Son met his British counterpart James Cleverly on May
5in London. In the meeting the two parties exchanged
views on the peace and security of South China Sea
and to facilitate bilateral relationship between two
countries. [Vietnam Plus]

Son proposed to facilitate the exchange of all level
delegations from both sides, effectively deploy bilateral
cooperation mechanisms, offer mutual support at
multilateral forums, actively implement the UK-
Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (UKVFTA), boost
bilateral trade and investment cooperation and
encourage UK firms to increase investment in Vietnam.
In response, Mr. Cleverly agreed on the need to build
measures to continue deepening bilateral strategic
between UK and Vietnam partnerships in an effective
and practical manner.

India, Vietnam look to enhance defense
cooperation

(Im) Vietnam’s Deputy Defence Minister Sen. Lieut.
Gen. Hoang Xuan Chien on May 5 hosted a reception in
Hanoi for the Indian Defence Attache, Col. Dheeraj
Kotwal. On that occasion, the Vietnamese military chief
said that on the basis of traditional friendship and
comprehensive strategic partnership, the defense
cooperation between the two countries has been
steadily consolidated and strengthened, achieving
practical results. [Vietnam Plus]

Vietnam attaches importance to ties with
Palestine, prime minister says

(Im) Vietnam'’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh
received the Palestinian interior minister, Ziad Hab Al-
Reeh, in Hanoi on May 8. The two officials agreed to
strengthen bilateral cooperation and to support each
other at international forums of which they are
members, besides backing ASEAN and Vietnam'’s
stance on the East Sea issue. [VietnamPlus]

Vietnam'’s vice president holds talks with
deputy emir of Qatar in Doha
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(Im) Vietnam's Vice President Vo Thi Anh Xuan met with
the deputy emir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Abdullah
Bin Hamad Al Thani, in Doha on May 7. During the talks
both sides agreed to consolidate political-diplomatic
ties by further facilitating all-level visits, especially
those at high level, and holding investment and trade
promotion events and business forums in the near
future. [Vietham Government News]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

10 May 2023 @ 8:00-9:15 a.m. (GMT+9), Asia Society
(Tokyo), Japan

G7 Hiroshima Summit: What to Watch, What to
Expect

This hybrid event will discuss Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida's goals and aspirations in the G7 Summit
meeting in Hiroshima on May 17-19.

For more information, see [Asia Society].

10 May 2023 @ 9:30-11:00 a.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK

African leadership in climate action and forest
governance

This online discussion will offer insights into the African
leadership on the forest, land use and climate
agendas, and to amplify the voices of IPLCs and their
organizations, in international policy arenas on climate,
land use and biodiversity.
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For more information, see [Chatham House].

10 May 2023 @ 2:30-3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

The US Coast Guard in an increasingly complex
world

This webinar will feature a conversation with US Coast
Guard Commandant Admiral Linda Fagan on how the
Coast Guard is prepared to respond to rapid advances
in technology, changes in the global economy, strategic
competition, and the effects of climate change, all of
which are converging in the maritime domain.

For more information, see [Brookings].

10 May 2023 @ 9:00-9:30 a.m., Atlantic Council, USA

Fireside chat with President of the Republic of
Kosovo Vjosa Osmani-Sadriu

At this online talk, Vjosa Osmani, President of the
Republic of Kosovo, will share insight into recent
developments in the Belgrade-Pristina Dialogue,
Kosovo's Euro-Atlantic path, and her vision for the
future of Kosovo.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

10 May 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Vietnam-Thailand Relations: Past, Present,
Prospects

This webinar will explore recent developments in the
relations between Vietnam and Thailand and assess
the challenges and prospects for bilateral ties,
especially considering the upcoming elections in
Thailand.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

10 May 2023 @ 2:00-4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

A Contested Domain: From Space Theory to
Practice
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This online discussion will focus on exploring space
threat trends and how the U.S. Space Force is
preparing Guardians to operate in a contested
environment.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

11 May 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT+10), Asia
Society (Sydney), Australia

The Quad and Business
At this hybrid executive briefing the potential of the
Quad for Australian trade and its impact across the

region will be explored.

For more information, see [Asia Society].

11 May 2023 @ 1:00-3:00 p.m., Atlantic Council, USA
Road to Vilnius: Pre-NATO Summit

This livestreamed event will discuss Swedish and
Finnish contributions to NATO, goals for NATO Summit

in Vilnius, and possible outcomes of the summit.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

11 May 2023 @ 11:00 a.m., Atlantic Council, USA

Woman, Life, Freedom: Eight months of ongoing
protests in Iran

This hybrid event will offer an in-depth conversation
with four women who have been awarded the Atlantic
Council's 2023 Distinguished Humanitarian Leadership
Award for their contribution to securing freedom and
creating lasting change on Iran.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

11 May 2023 @ 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
German Institute for Global and Area Studies
(GIGA), Germany

Outsourcing the Polity: Non-State Welfare,
Inequality, and Resistance in Myanmar
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This online event will in introduce the Outsourcing the
Polity: Non-State Welfare, Inequality, and Resistance in
Myanmar by Gerard McCarthy who examines how
ideals and practices of non-state welfare can both
sustain democratic resistance and undermine social
reform over time.

For more information, see [GIGA].

11 May 2023 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Political Prisoners and the Future of Nicaragua

This webcast will present core findings from the
upcoming report from international human rights
lawyer Jared Genser and Perseus Strategies on political
prisoners in Nicaragua and discuss the political
trajectory of Nicaragua, and what the United States,
region, and international community can do to
promote a peaceful return to democracy.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

11 May 2023 @ 6:30-7:30 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

Peacebuilding and Feminist Foreign Policy: Can
Australia Rebuild Relations with the Solomon
Islands?

This hybrid event will explore the added value of a
Feminist Foreign Policy approach to peacebuilding in
the Pacific by looking at the case of the Solomon
Islands.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

12 May 2023 @ 12:00-1:15 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

Knowledge for the Future: EU and Australian
Research Collaboration

This livestreamed event will explore the future of
Australia and EU research collaboration in space,

artificial intelligence, and technology.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].
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12 May 2023 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Timor-Leste: Economic Development and
Integration Challenges

Against the backdrop of Timor-Leste's bid to join the
ASEAN and the WTO as part of its push to integrate
with the regional and global economy, this webinar will
discuss what barriers remain in realizing these
ambitions?

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

15 May 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Prospects for G7 Leadership in a Fractured World

This webinar will discuss what to expect and what
should be expected at the upcoming G7 summit
meeting in Japan.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

15 May 2023 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Book launch: Jews, Muslims, and the French
Republic

This hybrid event online will introduce “Jews, Muslims,

and the French Republic,” by Steven Philip Kramer who
explores complex, triangular relationship between the
French Republic, Jews, and Muslims.

Find more details at [Wilson Center].

15 May 2023 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

Climate change, food insecurity, and migration in
the Middle East

This online discussion will explore how pressing issues
of food insecurity and climate change will affect both
internal urbanization and external migration in the
Middle East, and look into opportunities for
international and U.S. action.

[For more information, see [Brookings].
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15 May 2023 @ 10:00-11:15 a.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

The future of the US-Brazil relationship

This webcast will discuss the future of the U.S.-Brazil
relationship at a critical time and explore the
prospects for improving relations between the U.S. and
Brazil in a fluid domestic and geopolitical moment.

For more information, see [Brookings].

15 May 2023 @ 3:00-4:15 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS - Yusof
Ishak Institute, Singapore

What does Responsible Investment Mean for
Myanmar?

This webinar will provide insight into state of
Myanmar's private sector in 2023, the challenges and
dilemmas of businesses operating in and sourcing
from Myanmar after the 2021 coup, implications of
targeted international measures, and the broader
impact of investor decisions on the Myanmar people.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

16 May 2023 @ 2:30-4:00 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS - Yusof
Ishak Institute, Singapore

Stalled Reforms? Institutional, Legal, and Political
Changes in Indonesia After 25 Years

This webinar will examine the current state of
Indonesian government institutions, the legal system,
and social movements.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

16 May 2023 @ 3:30-4:15 p.m. (GMT+2), Danish
Institute for International Studies (DIIS), Denmark

Trade makes states: Governing the greater Somali
economy

This livestream event will introduce “Trade makes
states: Governing the greater Somali economy” that
argues that the control of trade and transport rather
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than the control of people and territory is key to state
making in Somalia.

See [DIIS] for further event details.

16 May 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Chinese Assessments of Countersanctions
Strategies

This webcast will discuss how are Chinese scholars and
policymakers assess the effectiveness of these
sanctions, and what debates are unfolding about
strategies and approaches Beijing might develop to
counter or circumvent similar U.S.-led action in the
future?

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

16 May 2023 @ 5:30-6:30 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

War and Sexual Violence

This hybrid event will discuss why many wars are
characterized by sexual violence against women and
girls? It will also examine whether the elimination of
violence against women in war is possible?

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

16 May 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

Naval Statecraft and Power in the 21st Century

This hybrid event will feature a conversation with US
Secretary of the Navy Kenneth Braithwaite on why US
naval statecraft plays to the US' strengths and China’s
weaknesses and why it is resilient enough to handle
crises a world away while remaining focused on the
principal threat - the Chinese Communist Party.

For more information, visit [The Heritage Foundation].

Recent book releases
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Asanga Abeyagoonasekera, Teardrop Diplomacy,
Bloomsbury Publishing, 312 pages, published on
February 10, 2023. For more information, see
[Bloomsbury]. The author will present his book in a
public lecture on May 11, 2023, at the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy (LKYSPP), Singapore. For more
information, see [LKYSPP].

Rafael Behr, Politics: A Survivor’'s Guide: How to Stay
Engaged without Getting Enraged, Atlantic Books, 416
pages, published on May 4, 2023, with a review in [The
Guardian].

Thomas Byrne Edsall, The Point of No Return:
American Democracy at the Crossroads, Princeton
University Press, 448 pages, published on April 11,
2023. For a brief review, visit [Foreign Affairs].

Rosie Llewellyn-Jones, Empire Building: The
Construction of British India 1690-1860, Hurst, 352
pages, published on April 15, 2023. The book is
reviewed in [Asian Review of Books]

Deborah Barton, Writing and Rewriting the Reich:
Women Journalists in the Nazi and Post-War Press,
University of Toronto Press, 384 pages, published on
April 14, 2023, reviewed in [LSE].

Calls

Analytic Teaching and Philosophical Praxis, an
online, open access, peer-reviewed, academic journal
published out of Viterbo University, invites proposals
for articles for its fall volume that is dedicated to the
them “The Politization of Education”. Submission
deadline is September 1, 2023. For more information,
see [Viterbo University].

Helsinki University invites paper proposals for its
conference “Europe in Margins” to be held on
November 15-17, 22023, in Helsinki. The closing date
for abstract submission is June 159, 2023. Details are
available at [Helsinki University].

The London Centre for Interdisciplinary Research
(LCIR) invites paper proposals for its hybrid
international conference “Narratives of
Displacement” scheduled for October 28-29, 2023.
Abstract submission deadline is June 15, 2023. For
more information, see [LCIR].

The Aging & Social Change Research Network invites
paper proposals for its 14th international conference
“Diversity Over Time: Changes in Individual,
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Organizational, and Place Contexts” to be held on
September 19-20, 2024. Abstract submission deadline
is August 19, 2024. For more information, see [Aging
and Social Change].

Jobs and Positions

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
seeks a Head, Security and Policy Oversight Branch to
be based in Brussels, Belgium. Applications are
accepted until May 30, 2023. More information is
provided at [NATQO].

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
seeks an Assistant Secretary General, Intelligence and
Security to be based in Brussels, Belgium. Applications
are accepted until May 30, 2023. More information is
provided at [NATO].

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
seeks a Staff Officer/Political Affairs to be based in
Baghdad, Iraqg. Applications are accepted until May 30,
2023. More information is provided at [NATO].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Operations Associate to be based in
New Delhi, India. Applications are accepted until May
21, 2023. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Manager/Gender Seal to be
based in

Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. Applications are
accepted until May 20, 2023. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a National Consultant/Communications
& Outreach to be based in Vientiane, Laos.
Applications are accepted until May 21, 2023. More
information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Analyst to be based in Minsk
(Belarus). Applications are accepted until May 20, 2023.
More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Climate Finance Analyst to be based
in Kathmandu, Nepal. Applications are accepted until
May 13, 2023. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Social and Environmental Safeguards
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Analyst to be based in Kabul, Afghanistan. Applications
are accepted until May 21, 2023. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Humanitarian Affairs Officer to be
based in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. Applications are
accepted until May 20, 2023. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Provincial Project Coordinator to be
based in Peshawar, Pakistan. Applications are accepted
until May 20, 2023. More information is provided at
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Gender Equality, Disability & Social
Inclusion (GEDSI) Analyst to be based in Manila,
Philippines. Applications are accepted until May 19,
2023. More information is provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Translation and Communication
Intern to be based in Beijing, China. Applications are
accepted until May 14, 2023. More information is
provided at [UNDP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Business Analyst to be based in Budapest, Hungary.
Applications are accepted until May 31, 2023. More
information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Finance Specialist to be based in New York, USA.
Applications are accepted until May 19, 2023. More
information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Communication Associate to be based in Athens,
Greece. Applications are accepted until May 19, 2023.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Fund Raising Specialist to be based in Kathmandu,
Nepal. Applications are accepted until May 18, 2023.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Data and Analytics Specialist to be based in Bissau,
Guinea. Applications are accepted until May 21, 2023.
More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Child Protection Manager to be based in Haiti.
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Applications are accepted until May 11, 2023. More
information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a National Consultant: Engineering to be based in
Jakarta, Indonesia. Applications are accepted until May
18, 2023. More information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a National Consultant Social and Behaviour Change to
be based in Bucharest, Romania. Applications are
accepted until May 14, 2023. More information is
provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Social Policy Specialist to be based in Suva, Fiji.
Applications are accepted until May 18, 2023. More
information is provided at [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Regional Adviser Education to be based in
Kathmandu, Nepal. Applications are accepted until
May 12, 2023. More information is provided at
[UNICEF].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Deputy Logistics
Head of Department to be based in Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until June 3, 2023. More
information is provided at [Action Contre La Faim].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Field
Coordinator to be based in Poland. Applications are
accepted until May 28, 2023. More information is
provided at [Action Contre La Faim].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Digital
Marketing Associate to be based in New York, USA.
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until the
position is filled. More information is provided at
[Action Contre La Faim].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Safety, Security
and Access Head of Department to be based in
Mozambique. Applications are accepted until May 28,
2023. More information is provided at [Action Contre
La Faim].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Head of Finance
to be based in Haiti. Applications are accepted on a
rolling basis until the position is filled. More
information is provided at [Action Contre La Faim].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Grants and
Reporting Officer to be based in Kenya. Applications
are accepted until May 8, 2023. More information is
provided at [Action Contre La Faim].
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Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Country
Director/Haiti. Applications are accepted on a rolling
basis until the position is filled. More information is
provided at [Action Contre La Faim].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Deputy Country
Director Support/Ukraine. Applications are accepted
until May 20, 2023. More information is provided at
[UN Jobnet].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Field
Coordinator to be based in Buea, Cameroon.
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until the
position is filled. More information is provided at
[Action Contre La Faim].

Action Contre La Faim (ACF) seeks a Grant Manager
to be based in Romania. Applications are accepted
until May 20, 2023. More information is provided at
[Action Contre La Faim].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Deputy Director of Business Development (US Market)
to be based in the USA. Applications are accepted until
September 1, 2023. More information is provided at
[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Case Aide (Arabic) to be based in the USA. Applications
are accepted until July 5, 2023. More information is
provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Board Engagement Officer to be based in the

USA. Applications are accepted until September 1,
2023. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Senior Officer, Health Partnerships to be based in the
United Kingdom. Applications are accepted until
September 1, 2023. More information is provided at
[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Performance Improvement Advisor to be based in
Kenya. Applications are accepted until September 1,
2023. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Managing Attorney to be based in the USA.
Applications are accepted until July 4, 2023. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Integrated Protection Coordinator to be based in
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Gaziantep, Turkey. Applications are accepted until May
20, 2023. More information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Associate Director, Financial Services Partnerships to
be based in Londen, UK. Applications are accepted
until September 1, 2023. More information is provided
at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Immigration Legal Assistant to be based in Turlock,
USA. Applications are accepted until July 3, 2023. More
information is provided at [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Educational Specialist to be based in Denver, USA.
Applications are accepted until July 3, 2023. More
information is provided at [IRC].

Solidarités International seeks a Deputy Field
Coordinator for Programs to be based in

Syria. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until
the position is filled. ore information is provided at
[Solidarités Internationall.

Solidarités International seeks a Field Coordinator to
be based in Myanmar. Applications are accepted on a
rolling basis until the position is filled. More
information is provided at [Solidarités International].

Solidarités International seeks a Country Director
Support to be based in Iraqg. Applications are accepted
on a rolling basis until the position is filled. More
information is provided at [Solidarités International].

Solidarités International seeks a Field Coordinator to
be based in Afghanistan. Applications are accepted on
a rolling basis until the position is filled. More
information is provided at [Solidarités International].

Solidarités International seeks a Roving Admin
Manager to be based in Ukraine. Applications are
accepted on a rolling basis until the position is filled.
More information is provided at [Solidarités
International].

Solidarités International seeks a Field Coordinator to
be based in Sukkur, Pakistan. Applications are
accepted on a rolling basis until the position is filled.
More information is provided at [Solidarités
International].

Solidarités International seeks a Country
Director/Venezuela to be based in Caracas, Venezuela.
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until the
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position is filled. More information is provided at
[Solidarités International].

Solidarités International seeks a HR Coordinator to
be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted on
a rolling basis until the position is filled. More
information is provided at [Solidarités International].

Solidarités International seeks a Livelihood
Specialist to be based in Syria. Applications are
accepted on a rolling basis until the position is filled.
More information is provided at [Solidarités
International].

Solidarités International seeks a Humanitarian
Access & Security Coordinator. Applications are
accepted on a rolling basis until the position is filled.
More information is provided at [Solidarités
International].

The International Center for Transitional Justice
(ICT)) seeks a Project Coordinator to be based in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until June 4,
2023. More information is provided at [ICT]].

The International Center for Transitional Justice
(ICT)) seeks a Grant and Finance Officer to be based in
Brussels or The Hague. Applications are accepted until
June 4, 2023. More information is provided at [ICTJ].

The International Center for Transitional Justice
(ICT)) seeks a Program Officer/Syria, to be based in the
Middle East or Europe. Applications will be reviewed on
a rolling basis until the position is filled. More
information is provided at [ICTJ].

The International Center for Transitional Justice
(ICT)) seeks a Programs Intern. Applications will be
reviewed on a rolling basis. More information is
provided at [ICT]J].

The International LGBTQI Youth and Student
Organisation (IGLYO) seeks a Policy & Research
Officer to be based in Brussels, Belgium. Applications
are accepted until May 24, 2023. More information is
provided at [IGLYO].
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