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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Armenia’s

Republic Day and the Independence Day of Azerbaijan,

Eritrea, Georgia, Guyana, and Jordan this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: New top financial regulatory institution

begins work

(ms) The National Administration of Financial

Regulation (NAFR) was officially opened by the Chinese

government on May 18, replacing the hitherto existing

China Banking and Insurance Regulatory Commission

(CBIRC) as the country's top financial regulatory

institution and is directly subordinate to the State

Council of China.

Only a few days before the opening of the NAFR, Li

Yunze was announced as the new party secretary of

the new institution. Li's appointment came as a

surprise because he, who until then had been vice

governor of Sichuan province, was completely

unknown outside China. What consequences or what

policy course the Chinese financial system will take

under Li is not yet foreseeable with certainty. During



his time in Sichuan, Li repeatedly positioned himself as

a supporter of a more stately economy and at the

same time advocated a risk-hedged economy and

financial policy. Likewise, his appointment was

interpreted as a possible indication of addressing the

heavy provincial-level debt within China, due to the

three-year-long Zero-COVID pandemic [see AiR No. 20,

May/2023, 3].

During the opening ceremony, Li already announced to

"comprehensively strengthen financial organizations'

institutional supervision, behavioral supervision and

functional supervision," and at the same time

committed himself to President Xi Jinping's newly

announced economic course for this year, which

besides "controlling financial risks and deepening

financial reform" will increasingly focus on "real

economy" and Li announced that under him it will be

more supported and modernized.

By the focus on the "real economy" Xi means the

return to the existing manufacturing industry and the

technological modernization of established industries

of the country and a simultaneous turning away from

risky economic sectors such as real estate and finance

[see AiR No. 19, May/2023, 2]. [Central Banking]

[Chinese State Council] [Global Times] [Xinhua]

China: Premier sees need for further economic

measures

(ms) China's Premier Li Qiang announced in reaction to

the disappointing economic figures for April, which

showed declining economic growth in key factors or

lagging behind the forecast values [see AiR No. 20,

May/2023, 3], further efforts to strengthen consumer

behavior.

Li remains rather vague on the details of the format

and content of the measures, but clearly emphasizes

that "[m]ore targeted measures are needed to expand

domestic demand and stabilize external demand, so as

to promote a sustained economic rebound."

One specific area to be targeted by the adjustments,

according to Li, is the country's e-vehicle sector;

purchasing policies for new-energy vehicles are to be

improved with the aim of "increasing their

consumption potential," especially in rural parts of the

country. Given the framework in which Li made the

statements, it is no wonder that the country's e-vehicle

sector is so highlighted, as they followed a two-day

inspection of the Shandong Province in the west of the

country. Shandong, along with Guangdong in the south
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of the country, are the main locations of China's e-

vehicle industry. [South China Morning Post]

China: Beijing to become the country's

technology and science center by 2025

(ms) The Beijing International Science and Technology

Innovation Centre, a large-scale project, which is to

develop the Chinese capital into an outstanding

science and technology location and thereby become

the equivalent to the American "Silicon Valley", is to be

completed already in 2025.

Plans for the city's transformation were unveiled on

May 18, and as part of it, Beijing is expected to create

incentives that will make the city more attractive to

foreign talent, offering attractive visas, work permits

and long-term residency options, among other things.

The plans are one of the country's current prestige

projects and are therefore being directly monitored by

Chinese President Xi Jinping. The transformation of

Beijing into a tech location is seen as a reaction of the

Chinese government to the ongoing US-led economic

sanctions in high-advanced technologies, in

consequence of which Xi Jinping prioritizes the goal of

technological independence even more. In addition to

attracting foreign professionals, the project also aims

to better promote its own talented students by

supporting colleges and universities in accelerating the

implementation and improvement of various

disciplines, especially engineering. [China Daily] [South

China Morning Post]

China: Government expands control over rural

areas

(ms) The Central Party School held for the first time

direct training for all village cadres, teaching them how

to better implement President Xi Jinping's ideas on the

ground. The training is seen as another step by the

Chinese government to extend its control over the

rural parts of the country.

In the course of the four-day training, 212 village party

secretaries and village committee directors are said to

have traveled to Beijing to attend the training, in

addition to which tens of thousands of rural cadres are

reported to have been connected via the Internet.

The exact content of the trainings is not public, but the

core is said to be the study and implementation of Xi's
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thoughts and goals, which were presented during the

20th National Congress of the Chinese Communist

Party [see AiR No. 42, October/2022, 3; AiR No. 43,

October/2022, 4].

Since Xi was appointed party leader in 2012, he has

emphasized the importance of local cadres. At the

beginning, the expansion of education and the

associated control of it was limited primarily to county-

level cadres; with the current in-person training, Xi is

now expanding this to also include village-level cadres,

who were previously trained primarily locally, thereby

reinforcing uniformity nationwide.

The reason for this increased focus on the rural areas

is the targeted rural revitalization, which is supposed

to integrate this part of the country more into the

economic growth of the country and at the same time

the estimated 570 million farmers in the region and

their supervision play an integral role in the social

stability of the country. [South China Morning Post]

China: Only about half of the population

support military takeover of Taiwan

(ms) A peer-reviewed study published on May 14 in the

Journal of Contemporary China shows that there is not

a large majority of the Chinese population in favor of

military takeover of Taiwan.

The study is based on a survey of 1800 respondents

held in 2020-2021, in which they were asked their

opinions on various approaches to annexing Taiwan to

the mainland, and respondents were allowed to be

either for, against, or abstain.

The most popular approach was "initiating limited

military campaigns on the outskirts of Taiwan," which

58 percent favored, followed shortly by 57 percent with

"using economic sanctions," and in third place came

the aforementioned "launching a unification war to

take back Taiwan entirely" and "maintaining status quo

to increase economic and military power" with 55

percent each.

Under the option "unification not necessarily being the

end game", which was intended by the authors to test

the extent to which reunification with Taiwan is

actually desired by the population, 71 percent were

against the approach and therefore in favor of

reunification with Taiwan, but 22 percent were in favor

of the approach and, in the view of the authors, would

not be critical of a Taiwanese independence. [Journal

of Contemporary China] [South China Morning Post]
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This lack of clarity and the missing clear majority for a

more aggressive course seems surprising at first

glance, since President Xi Jinping has taken a much

more aggressive approach to Taiwan since the

beginning of his term in office compared to his

predecessors and has adapted the ideology of the

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and its rhetoric

accordingly. However, the newly presented Taiwan

Policy or its framework indicates a rethinking within

the Chinese government, although reunification

remains the ultimate goal and is not debatable for the

Chinese government, but Wang Huning, chief political

strategist of the CCP indicates in the policy to focus

more on communication instead of aggression to

strengthen the common Chinese identity on both sides

of the strait in order to persuade the Taiwanese

population to reunify [see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3].

China: Comedian troupe gets USD 2 million fine

(ms) On charges of "harming society," the Chinese

Ministry of Culture and Tourism Bureau in the Chinese

capital Beijing imposed a USD 2 million fine on a

comedy troupe for a joke by a Chinese stand-up

comedian about the Chinese People's Liberation Army.

Chinese stand-up comedian Li Haoshi, also known by

his stage name "House" made the joke during a show

on May 13. In the joke, Li told how he saw two stray

dogs chasing a squirrel and said this reminded him of

the phrase "have a good work style, be able to fight

and win battles," the slogan Chinese President Xi

Jinping used in 2013 to praise the PLA's work ethic.

In addition to the fine, both Li, who canceled all his

future shows, and the comedy group he belonged to

apologized and distanced themselves from the joke,

and according to new reports, they have also parted

ways with Li. Also, Beijing police announced they have

launched an investigation against Li, saying his

performance "seriously insulted" the military and

caused "bad social impact." In 2021, the Chinese

government imposed a law making it a crime to insult

or slander military members, and even prison

sentences are possible if found guilty.

The incident again shows the extent of the Chinese

government's control and censorship of virtually any

criticism or malice about state institutions. In addition

to Li, the Chinese social media accounts of Malaysian

comedian, UK-based Nigel Ng also known as "Uncle

Roger" were also suspended just days after Li's

incident, after he uploaded a clip in which he made fun
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of the Chinese government. [Aaron Busch via Twitter]

[CNN] [CTV News] [Hong Kong Free Press] [Reuters]

China: Marriage no longer requires return home

in most of the country

(ms) The Chinese State Council has ruled that 21

provinces and municipalities will no longer require

married couples to travel to their home country to

enter into marriage, a step taken as part of the

country's efforts to combat its aging population.

Until now, the potential groom and bride could only

register their marriage where their "hukou", the

household registration number, that is needed to

access social services such as education, health care,

social contributions, etc., was issued, which is usually

the place of their birth.

However, since there is a lot of labor migration in

China, with many people moving from the more rural

areas of the country to the big cities to work, the place

of residence for many people is not the same as the

place where they have their hukou. The selection of

the 21 provinces and municipalities, most of which are

located in the east and southeast, the very places that

are often the destination of these migrant workers,

shows that this measure is also designed specifically

for precisely them.

The new regulation is seen as part of the Chinese

government's efforts to increase the country's birth

rate. This is because in many provinces in China,

marriage is necessary for the couple's children to be

issued their hukuo and thereby gain access to the

benefits listed above. However, the measure must be

seen less as an incentive and more as a removal of

existing barriers to marriage and the consequent

possible birth of children. [South China Morning Post]

China: Hong Kong court rejects review on

appointment of foreign judge in high-profile

National Security Case

(ms) Hong Kong's Court of First Instance on May 19

rejected the appeal of Hong Kong media tycoon,

entrepreneur, and founder of the now defunct pro-

democracy newspaper Apple Daily, Jimmy Lai,

regarding the visa-denial for his British lawyer, likely

marking the end of Lai's effort.
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Lai is currently serving a five-year and nine-month

sentence for two counts of fraud [see AiR No. 50,

December/2022, 2] and is charged with three counts

related to national security, including two counts of

conspiratorial cooperation with foreign countries or

outside elements and one count of conspiratorial

cooperation with foreign forces. For the trial over the

national security cases, which was postponed until

September this year, Lai wanted to hire British lawyer

Timothy Owen as his defense lawyer.

The Hong Kong government, particularly in the person

of Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu, opposed the

move, but three instances of the Hong Kong legal

system ruled in favor of Lai. Lee then personally

approached the Chinese government and asked the

Standing Committee of the National People's Congress

(NPC) to examine the legal situation regarding the

admission of the British judge as Lai's legal

representative. Whereupon the NPC transferred final

jurisdiction for granting work permits to foreign

lawyers in National Security cases away from the

courts, to Lee and the Committee for Safeguarding

National Security [see AiR No. 1, January/2023, 1; AiR

No. 16, April/2023, 3].

Lai sought a legal review of the NPC's decision, arguing

that the NPC had exceeded its powers, but the Hong

Kong Court of First Instance rejected the review on

May 19. As a reason for the decision, the court said

that only the mainland government has supervisory

power over the national security committee, and thus

they are not empowered to conduct such a review.

[Global Times] [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: Hong Kong libraries remove books about

Tiananmen Square just ahead of its anniversary

(ms) As the 34th anniversary of the 1989 Tiananmen

Square incident approaches on June 4, more books

about the incident but generally books and media

critical of the Chinese government are being removed

from public libraries in the city.

In keeping with the intensified crackdown on content

critical of the government, in late April the Hong Kong

government's Audit Commission called for increased

scrutiny of books and other media in libraries for

possible violations of the National Security Act [see AiR

No. 18, May/2023, 1]. In a press conference on May 18,

Hong Kong's Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu added,"

[w]e must not recommend any books that are

unlawful, that violate copyrights, that contain

unhealthy ideas," stressing that the government is
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tasked with identifying books with "bad ideologies."

[Hong Kong Free Press] [Louisa Lim via Twitter] [The

Guardian]

Also outside of public libraries, the Hong government

has shown an effort to suppress possible critical

thoughts against the Chinese government. As recently

as mid-May, the Hong Kong government announced

the closure of the Victoria Park, which is usually the

site of the annual vigils under the pretext of

"maintenance" work [see AiR No. 19, May/2023, 2].

Japan: Ruling coalition submits bill to promote

LGTB understanding

(dql) The parties of Japan's ruling coalition - the Liberal

Democratic Party (lDP) and its junior partner Komeito -

submitted on May 18 a bill to parliament that seeks to

introduce for the first time legislation to improve the

understanding of the LGBT community in the country. 

The move came two days after the LDP adopted the

bill and after months of party-internal deliberations

over the bill’s phrasing as conservative party members

insist on upholding traditional family values, including

the role of women in giving birth and raising children. 

In a bid to compromise with this conservative bloc

within the LDP, the submitted bill contains

formulations that appear as watered down from a

separate version that the party agreed on with the

opposition in May 2021. For example, the previous

version stated: “Discrimination because of sexual

orientation and gender identity is unacceptable.” In the

revised version “discrimination” has been changed to

“unreasonable discrimination", prompting the main

opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan to

call the revision a change “for the worse,” while LGBT

activists called the bill “meaningless.” 

The bill comes also as Prime Minister and LDP leader

Fumio Kishida has hosted the G7 leaders’ summit in

Hiroshima [see article in this edition]. With Japan

holding the G7 presidency this year and being the only

G7 nation without laws that prohibit discrimination

against sexual minorities and legally recognize same-

sex marriage or civil unions, the submission of the bill

to the parliament is an apparent attempt to showcase

progress in its efforts to promote LGBT rights. [Kyodo

News] [The Asahi Shimbun] [The Washington Post]
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Japan: No dissolution of House of

Representatives planned, Prime Minister says

(dql) Dismissing speculations, Japanese Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida has announced in a press conference on

May 21 that for the time being he is not planning to

dissolve the House of Representatives for a snap

election.

Lawmakers of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party

(LDP), whose leader Kishida is, have suggested that the

Prime Minister calls a general election by the end of

the current session of the Diet in June in case approval

rates extend after successfully hosting the G7 leaders’

summit in Hiroshima that was held last week [see

article in this edition].

Kishida’s Cabinet saw low levels of support at 33

percent in February, but a latest survey in late April

signaled a rebound with a support rate at 46.6 percent,

following diplomatic successes including the

improvement in relations between Japan and South

Korea [see AiR No. 19, May/2023, 2] and his

unexpected visit to Ukraine in March [see AiR No. 13,

March/2023, 4]. [Kyodo News]

The LDP currently holds 263 seats in the 465-member

House of Representatives and leads the ruling coalition

with Komeito which has 32 lawmakers.

Japan: Suspect of attack on Prime Minister to

undergo psychiatric evaluation

(dql) A court has ordered a psychiatric evaluation of a

Japanese man accused of throwing an explosive on

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida when he was

preparing to hold a speech for a candidate from his

ruling Liberal Democratic Party running in a Lower

House by-election on April 15. He was arrested on the

spot see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3].

The evaluation will determine whether the suspect can

take criminal accountability, with prosecutors

examining the possibility of indicting him for

attempted murder and using explosives with intent to

harm people. [The Asahi Shimbun]

Mongolia: Cash benefits for employees in

cultural sector in rural areas

(dql) In a bid to equalize the salaries of employees in

the cultural sector, Mongolia's Cabinet approved on
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May 17 a new regulation under the country’s culture

law according to which cash benefits equivalent to six

months’ basic salary will be provided to cultural sector

employees working in rural areas once every five

years. 

Currently, 4,470 employees are working in 432 local

community-run cultural organizations. Under the new

regulation 70 percent of these employees will receive

cash benefits. 

The move comes in response to concerns about

developments in the cultural field in rural areas, with

skilled workers leaving their jobs in cultural institutions

due to low wages. For example, 30 percent of 325 at 24

locally owned museums have already pursued

alternative career paths. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Public hearing on constitutional

amendments

(dql) Public hearings on planned amendments to

Mongolia’s constitution were held in three provinces

last week, attended by Chairman of the Parliament G.

Zandanshatar, and lawmakers. 

The focus of the discussions was the increase of  the

salaries of more than 225,000 public servants, the

increase of the number of members in parliament, and

provisions to strengthen the fight against corruption.

[Montsame]

North Korea: Families defect to South Korea

(dql) Two North Korean families reportedly crossed the

Northern Limit Line (NLL), the de facto inter-Korean

sea border in the Yellow Sea, on a fishing boat earlier

this month.

An ongoing questioning by South Korean authorities

seeks to verify the families’ expressed wish to defect. If

confirmed, it would mark the first family defection case

since July 2017.

The recent years saw a drop in the number of North

Korean defectors, from around 1,000 in 2019, down to

229 in 2020 and 63 in 2021. The number in 2022 stood

at 67.

This is widely seen as largely due to Pyongyang’s strict

border controls that were imposed to fend off the

spread of COVID-19. [Yonhap News Agency]
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North Korea: Leader Kim Jong-un inspection of

spy satellite developing committee 

(dql) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un last week met

the committee that leads the development of the

country’s  first military spy satellite and approved what

state-run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA)

describes as “future action plan” of the committee.

During the meeting, Kim reiterated that a successful

launch of the spy satellite was an “urgent requirement

of the prevailing security environment of the country,”

referring to  “U.S. imperialists and South Korean

puppet villains escalat[ing] their confrontational moves

against the DPRK.” [KCNA] [Al Jazeera]

The inspection came after In April, Kim had ordered to

finalize preparations for the launch of the country’s

first-ever military spy satellite “at the planned date”

[see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4].

South Korea: Presidential office dismisses

opposition party’s proposal for a “one-point”

constitutional amendment on Gwangju uprising

(dql) A proposal for a “one-point” constitutional

amendment to incorporate the spirit - made by Lee

Jae-myung, leader of the opposition Democratic Party

(DP),- was rejected by the Office of the President.

It argued that Lee’s call on the rival parties - his own

and the ruling People Power Party - to cooperate in

carrying out the constitutional amendment

"disrespects the spirit" of the 1980 pro-democracy

uprising and was an attempt to  divert public attention

from corruption scandals the DP is currently facing.

The presidential office insisted that the President will

keep his pledge, made during his presidential

campaign in 2022 to include the spirit of the Gwanju

protest in the Constitution, but that that will be done

through a national consensus and the proper

procedures required for a constitutional amendment.

May 18 last week marked the 43rd anniversary of the

event which is decisive for the country’s democratic

identity. On that day in 1980 residents of the

southwestern city Gwangju protested against the

ruling junta led by General Chun Doo-hwan. The

military's brutal crackdown left about 200 people dead

and thousands injured. [Yonhap News Agency] [Korea

JoongAng Daily]
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South Korea: Removal of ruling party lawmaker

upheld by Supreme Court 

(dql) South Korea’s Supreme Court, the country’s

highest ordinary court, has upheld a lower court’s

ruling to fine the accounting manager of ruling People

Power Party (PPP) lawmaker Kim Sun-gyo's election

campaign. 

As the fine determined by the Supreme Court was KRW

10 million, approximately USD 7,500, it automatically

leads to Kim losing his post as under current law

election of a member of parliament is nullified if his or

her chief election campaign accounting manager is

sentence to jail or a fine of 3 million won or more for

accounting-related crimes committed during the

election.

Kim and his accounting manager were both indicted on

charges of collecting donations of more than the legal

of 150 million won set for a year. The donations were

received ahead of the last legislative election in April

2020, with no receipts for the donations issued.

[Yonhap News Agency 1] 

Meanwhile, a special parliamentary ethics committee is

set to review two motions that calls for disciplinary

action against lawmaker Kim Nam-kuk of the

opposition Democratic Party (DP) who is suspected of

dubious cryptocurrency transactions. 

The motions were separately submitted by Kim’s own

party and by the ruling PPP after revelations of him

holding a high amount of cryptocurrency coins worth

USD 4.5 million [see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3],

prompting allegations of conflict of interest in

response to which he left the DP to become an

independent Member of Parliament. The move drew

criticism accusing of seeking to evade responsibility.

[Yonhap News Agency 2] [Korea JoongAng Daily]

In a related move, PPP lawmakers visited Wemade, the

issuer of those coins Kim hold’s. The visit was part of

the PPP’s own investigation into the case. [Finance

Magnates]

South Korea: New cyber crisis management

team launched

(dql) A national cyber crisis management team was

officially launched on May 17 by the presidential
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National Security Office and the National Intelligence

Service (NIS), South Korea’s chief intelligence agency.

A public-private partnership, the team is tasked with

responding to cyberthreats and consists of officials

from the NIS, the interior ministry, the military, police

and the Financial Services Commission and further

experts from the public and private sector the Korea

Internet and Security Agency, Incheon International

Airport Corp. and KT Corp. It will be overseen by the

presidential National Security Office. [Yonhap News

Agency]

South Korea: Chinese restaurant in Seoul

believed to be secret police station of Chinese

government 

(dql) According to a lawmaker, the National Intelligence

Service (NIS), South Korea’s chief intelligence agency, is

assuming that a Chineses restaurant in Seoul is a

secret overseas police station for the Chinese

government.

The NIS, however, refused to comment on the

statement of the lawmaker made in an interview with

daily newspaper The Korea Herald.

According to a report by the nongovernmental

organization Safeguard Defenders based in Spain,

China is allegedly running more than 100 police

stations overseas with the aim of forcibly repatriating

Chinese nationals. [The Korea Herald]

As claimed by Safeguard Defenders in a report release

December, the Chinese government is running more

than 100 covert overseas police service stations in 53

different countries across the world “to crack down on

dissent everywhere in the world, to threaten people,

harass people, make sure that they are fearful enough

so that they remain silent or else face being returned

to China against their will." [See AiR No. 49,

December/2022, 1].

South Korea: Joint exercise on reservist troops

transport

(dql) South Korea’s military and police, along with other

agencies, carried out joint exercises on May 16, in a bid

to  strengthen capabilities in safely transporting

reservist troops during both peacetime and wartime.
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Part of the military’s contingency preparations, the

drills focused on practicing interagency communication

over wartime and peacetime transport missions and

involved about 400 reservist troops and 14 transport

vehicles. They were conducted in several cities

including Seoul and Busan, which is 320 kilometers

southeast of Seoul, and Ansa in the south of the

capital. [Yonhap News Agency]

Taiwan: Presidential candidates of main

opposition party announced

(dql) On May 17, Taiwan’s main opposition party,

Kuomintang (KMT), officially named New Taipei Mayor

Hou Yu-ih as its candidate for the presidential election

to be held in January 2024. 

The pick of Hou, who formerly led Taiwan’s National

Police Agency, is seen among observers as different

from previous candidates for presidency, as unlike

them, he is a native Taiwanese. He has no ties to China

and nor has his family fled to Taiwan after the KMT lost

the civil war against the Communist 1949.

While a novice in China or international affairs, he is

considered to be capable of appealing to a broader

spectrum of the electorate, especially young voters. 

Speaking at a press conference after the

announcement of his nomination, Hou warned that

amid a “fierce and dangerous international”, “conflicts

and antagonisms in domestic politics,” and “thousands

of things waiting to be done, young people cannot see

the future,” and called - in an apparent reference to

the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) - for a

“radical transformation,” and a another twist of a

political party holding power to rescue Taiwan. [Hou

Yu-ih, Facebook, in Chinese] [Taiwan News] [VoA] 

On the same day, the opposition Taiwan People’s Party

(TPP) announced that its founder and chair Ko Wen-je

will run for president. Ko, the former Taipei mayor who

founded the party in 2019, was the party’s only

candidate. [Focus Taiwan 1] 

Despite the fact that both the KMT and the TPP

announced their presidential candidates, KMT

members opined that an electoral pact was still

possible, arguing that there was nothing that the two

parties could not work out, in a joint effort to defeat

the DPP. [Focus Taiwan 2]
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Taiwan: Parliament adopts amendments to

anti-money laundering law

(dql) Taiwan’s parliament passed amendments to the

Money Laundering Control Act that will punish those

who obtain access to people's bank accounts to

commit fraud. 

The revised law lists several types of offenses

punishable with up to a maximum of five years in

prison and/or a fine of up to nearly USD 1 million.

These offenses include gaining access to bank

accounts to commit illicit acts through posing as public

officials, broadcasting misleading messages via TV, the

internet or other media, using computer-generated

technology or other equipment to create fake images

or audio records, or using threats, scams, deceit or

other improper means. [Focus Taiwan]

 

Constitutional Law and

–Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in

South Asia 

 

 

Bangladesh: Government struggling to pay for

fuel imports, plans to increase energy prices

(az/lm) Bangladesh owes more than USD 300 million

for imported fuel to six overseas companies, some of

which have either sent fewer cargoes than scheduled

or threatened to halt supplies, Reuters reported on

May 22 citing government sources. To tackle the

problem, the Bangladesh Petroleum Corp has urged

the government to settle money owed to India through

the domestic commercial banks. BPC also informed

that due to dollar shortage from the central bank, the
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domestic banks are also struggling to clear payments

for fuel imports. [Reuters]

Furthermore, as per the announcement from

Bangladesh’s government, the energy price will sharply

increase as authorities plan to set the gas price based

on the international market mechanism. If

implemented, the energy price will increase by 47

percent.

In related developments, the government also

informed that the country is searching for possible

ways of generating energy through solar and wind

power. The World Bank, along with the public and

private sectors in Bangladesh, is conducting research

on working together to produce energy, where the

multilateral lender has shown interest in helping the

South Asian nation with financial means and

investments to implement solar power projects.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Militant separatists kill two

soldiers in Chittagong Hill Tracts

(az) During a raid on a hideout of the Kuki-Chin

National Army, an ethnic separatist organization based

in Bangladesh’s Chittagong Hill Tracts, two Bangladeshi

army personnel got killed. [bdnews24]

India: Court issues summons to BBC in a

defamation case over Modi documentary

(lm) An Indian high court on May 22 issued a notice to

the BBC seeking the British broadcaster’s response in a

defamation case over a documentary on Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s in anti-Muslim violence in

the state of Gujarat in 2002, when he was chief

minister. [BBC] [South China Morning Post]

The Gujarat-based group that filed the suit, Justice on

Trial, says the documentary had defamed India. The

court sought a response from the broadcaster by

September 25. [Reuters]

Weeks after the broadcast, the BBC's Delhi offices were

raided by Indian income tax authorities [see AiR No. 7,

February/2023, 2], and in April the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) opened an investigation into the

broadcaster for alleged violations of foreign exchange

rules AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3]. The ED has previously

been used against foreign organizations that have

been deemed to be critical of the government. Amnesty
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International and Greenpeace are among the

organizations who have had their accounts frozen and

their operations halted in India after an investigation

under the FEMA was opened [see AiR No. 28, July/2022,

2].

The raids in February came after the broadcaster aired

a documentary about religious riots in Gujarat in 2002,

with new evidence suggesting Prime Minister Modi was

“directly responsible” for the circumstances leading up

to violence in which over 1,000 people – many of them

Muslims – were killed.

India: Political row over inauguration of new

parliament building on May 28

(lm) India’s government and opposition parties have

been trading barbs over the inauguration of the

country’s new parliament building. As plans for the

inauguration of the new building were announced last

week, several opposition parties accused the

government of "constitutional impropriety" by not

requesting President Draupadi Murmu, the head of

state, to open it. They also criticized the government's

choice of date which is also the birth anniversary of

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, the prime architect of the

Hindutva ideology that justifies the hegemony of

Hindus and Hinduism within India. [BBC]

Reports say the main opposition Congress party (INC)

is now considering a boycott of the event. [The Times

of India]

Pakistan: Ex-premier Khan alleges ‘reign of

terror’, refuses home search by police

(lm) Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan has

alleged his party and followers are facing a “reign of

terror”, as thousands have been swept up in arrests

and hundreds face trials in military courts. [The

Guardian]

Khan's dramatic and sudden arrest outside a court

complex in the capital Islamabad on May 9 led to three

days of violent nationwide protests, during which

demonstrators breached the Army's headquarters,

ransacked the corps commander's residence in

Lahore, vandalized military monuments and displays,

and pelted stones at military convoys [see AiR No. 19,

May/2023, 2]. The Pakistani Army swiftly labeled May 9

as a “Black Day,” emphasizing that Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI)'s 'lust for power' achieved what its enemy (a
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thinly-veiled reference to India) had failed to do in 75

years [see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3].

Furthermore, Pakistan Army chief General Syed Asim

Munir vowed on May 15 to use the Pakistan Army Act,

among other laws, to prosecute the protesters who

attacked military facilities after Khan’s arrest, warning

that “restraint will no longer be exercised.” The 1952

law involves the use of military trials, mainly to

prosecute military officers. This statement was

endorsed by civilian leaders the next day during a

meeting of the National Security Committee chaired by

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. [DAWN 1] [DAWN 2]

Notably, in the coming days, reports surfaced that

some corps commanders refused to carry out Munir’s

orders, causing PTI supporters to hope that the army

might ease its crackdown. But the military denied

those reports and issued its warning of no restraint.

[Wilson Center]

On May 18, then, Khan told Voice of America that he

has no problem with army chief Munir but alleges that

the head of the military has a problem with him.

However, it is worth recalling that there is already bad

blood between Munir and Khan; the army chief was

fired from his then-position as chief of Pakistan’s prime

intelligence service, the ISI, when Khan was prime

minister, reportedly after Munir produced evidence of

corruption linked to Khan’s wife. [Voice of America]

The following day, Khan refused to allow police to

search his house in eastern Lahore, saying he feared

that if unsupervised, police might plant weapons and

that a search could only be conducted by a panel set

up by a high court. Police allege that Khan was

sheltering between 30 to 40 suspects linked to the

attacks on state and army buildings on May 9. On the

same day, Khan was granted bail in several more of

the cases filed against him – totalling more than 100 –

but alleged the state intended on re-arresting him as

soon as it legally could. [Deutsche Welle] [Reuters]

On May 22, then, Khan secured bail in eight cases

related to violence at a court complex in the capital

Islamabad in March this year. The same day, Khan’s

wife was also granted protective bail until May 31 in a

corruption case by the National Accountability Bureau

(NAB) court. The couple is accused of accepting the gift

of property to build a private university in exchange for

providing benefits to a real estate tycoon. Khan denies

the charge, saying he and his wife were not involved in

any wrongdoing. [Al Jazeera]
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Pakistan: International watchdogs urge

government to find pro-Khan anchor

(lm) International rights watchdogs including Reporters

Without Borders and Amnesty International have urged

Pakistan’s government to find a well-known TV anchor

and supporter of ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan, after

authorities failed to present him in court. [Deutsche

Welle]

Imran Riaz was among thousands of Khan supporters

who were detained following the former premier's

arrest and violent protests in Pakistan earlier this

month [see AiR No. 19, May/2023, 2]. The journalist

was reportedly taken into custody on May 11 on

suspicion of inciting violence. He was due to appear

before court in Lahore on May 22, but authorities

failed to present Riaz during the hearing, and the

Punjab police chief told the court he was “clueless”

about his whereabouts.

Sri Lanka: State appoints three new provincial

governors after removing predecessors from

office

(ns) Three new provincial governors were sworn in by

Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe during

their official inauguration in the Presidential

Secretariat on May 17, after their predecessors had

been removed from office. [ADA derana]

Sri Lanka: Army observes 14th anniversary of

its victory over Tamil Tiger separatists

(ns) On May 19, Sri Lankan President Ranil

Wickremesinghe presided over the National War

Heroes Commemoration Ceremony at the

Battaramulla War Heroes Memorial. The

commemoration acknowledged the 14th anniversary

of the army's victory over the Liberation Tigers of Tamil

Eelam (LTTE), a Tamil militant organization that fought

to create an independent Tamil state in Sri Lanka’s

northeast. The head of the LTTE, Velupillai

Prabhakaran, was shot dead by security forces on May

18, 2009, bringing a formal end to 30 years of civil war.

[Colombo Page]

In related developments, on May 18, Sri Lankan Tamils

commemorate Mullivaikkal Memorial Day to

remember the lives of those lost during the civil war.

Furthermore, international rights watchdog Human

Rights Watch published a commemoration report on
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this matter, arguing that the Sri Lankan government

failed to charge those accountable for atrocities

committed during the civil war and remains in denial

14 years later. [Human Rights Watch] 

Sri Lanka: Court lifts overseas travel ban on ex-

Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa

(ns) A Sri Lankan court on May 17 lifted the overseas

travel ban on former Prime Minister Mahinda

Rajapaksa imposed in connection to clashes in May last

year that resulted in his resignation while sending his

brother and ex-President Gotabaya fleeing the country

[see AiR No. 19, May/2022, 2]. In addition to former

Mahinda Rajapaksa, the Fort Magistrate's Court also

lifted the ban on Member of Parliament Rohitha

Abeygunawardena, Minister Pavithra Wanniarachchi,

and Ex-Provincial Council member Kanchana Jayaratne.

[NDTV]

Sri Lanka: Farmers hold protests after

elephants destroy crops

(ns) Local Sri Lankan farmers, who live in the villages

near a wildlife reserve on the North of the Island, have

experienced the burdening loss of their crops after a

group of about 50 elephants destroyed their

plantations by moving through and feeding on the

harvest in the area. This incident is one of the most

accountable in terms of damage caused by the spices,

protected by international law. The land owners staged

a protest in front of the office of divisional secretary

Manjeri Chandradasa the day after the incident.

They demand to make an electric fence to protest their

primary source of income from the challenges that

repeatedly occur in some villages. The divisional

secretary announced that the department will begin

the operation of moving the elephants out of the

farmers’ land to the Wilpattu National Park on May 22.

She said that the current absence of action is

associated with the rains in the following days. Media

reports suggest that elephants kill approximately 50

people annually, while humans slaughter around 250

elephants in response. [Barron's], [AiR No. 16,

April/2023, 3]
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and National Security in

Southeast Asia 

 

Cambodia: Candlelight Party banned from

general elections

(ns) The Cambodian National Election Committee (NEC)

announced its decision to dismiss  the application of

the main opposition Candlelight Party (CP) to contest in

the July 23 national elections, citing the party’s failure

to submit proper registration documents.

Since the Cambodian National Rescue Party (CNRP)

was banned just before the 2018 elections, CP

subsequently took the place of the primary contender

of the ruling Cambodian People's Party. CP and CNRP

are both connected with the prominent opposition

leader Sam Rainsy, - the leading political opponent and

enemy of Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen.

While the one-party government rejects allegations of

targeting its opponents, observers suggest that it is

unlikely the parties registered for the general elections

can gain any meaningful power in the upcoming

national polls. [Al Jazeera], [AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3]

Cambodia: Appeal court rejects bail application

of the former Candlelight leader

(ns) On May 15, the Cambodian Phnom Penh Court of

Appeal rejected the bail application of the former

Candlelight Party (CP) Vice President, Thach Setha.

He is charged with incitement to cause social unrest

and discrimination. The lawyer of the former CP leader
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expressed concern over the announced decision and

said that he plans to discuss an appeal with Thach

Setha and other lawyers.

The former leader went abroad in 2022–2023 to meet

with the CP supporters overseas and criticized the

government for lack of progressive reforms. He was

arrested on January 16 for a failure to follow financial

obligations by issuing faulty checks. On April 28, the

opposition leader received additional charges from the

Phnom Penh Municipality court. [Radio Free Asia], [AiR

No. 19, May/2023, 2]

Cambodia: Police summons 3 women in

connection with 150kg of drugs found in Phnom

Penh area

(ns) On May 21, a Cambodian anti-drug police unit

arrested three local women linked to the trafficking of

150 kg of drugs found and seized in Phnom Penh and

Kandal province areas.

The Interior Ministry said that the police are currently

working on finding the authorities of the drug-

trafficking operation after the apprehension of women.

The law of Cambodia punishes the trafficking of more

than 80 grams of illicit substances with a life prison

sentence.

From January to April, Cambodian police seized

approximately 361 kg of drugs and arrested 5,572

suspects in connection with illegal supplies.

[Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Environment ministry urges relevant

stakeholders to protect wildlife

(ns) On May 16, the Cambodian Environment Ministry

officials held a press conference on Koh Kong Zero-

Snaring  Campaign with relevant stakeholders,

authorities, and organizations. The Environment

Ministry State Secretary asked people to stop selling,

buying, and consuming the meat of wild species,

reasoning that  it destroys Cambodian biodiversity of

global significance.

The meeting in southwest Koh Kong province launched

the 2nd campaign phase. [Cambodianess]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-od/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-oh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-oh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-ok/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-ou/


Indonesia: Communications and Information

Minister Johnny G. Plate arrested on corruption

charges

(ys) The Attorney General’s Office (AGO) named

Minister of Communications and Information, Johnny

G. Plate, as a suspect in the alleged botched

procurement of the government-owned 4G Base

Transceiver Station (BTS). 

Plate was arrested on May 17 after an extensive

interrogation by investigators. Prior to his arrest, the

AGO has arrested five other suspects in the case that

caused Indonesia around IDR 8 trillion (USD 550

million), though his role in this case has not yet been

published. 

Plate is a Secretary-General of the National Democratic

Party (Nasdem) and has been serving as a minister

since 2019.  [The Jakarta Post]

The arrest also led to a frenzy to find his replacement.

The chairman of Nasdem Party, Surya Paloh, stated

that so far there is no one that he will propose to

replace Plate and will leave the decision entirely to the

President, Joko Widodo.

 It remains unclear whether Nasdem Party will be

ousted from the ruling coalition or whether they will

weather the situation. [The Jakarta Post] [CNBC

Indonesia, in Bahasa Indonesia]

Indonesia: Political families and the 2024

elections

(ys) Next year's election will see more political

dynasties at the center stage. Diah Pikatan Orissa Putri

Hapsari, known as Pinka Hapsari, has been confirmed

to be running in the upcoming legislative race, without

prior experience in politics. Pinka will run for the

Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P), the

current ruling party. 

Pinka is the daughter of the House of Representatives

Speaker, Puan Maharani, and the granddaughter of

PDI-P chairwoman, Megawati Soekarnoputri. Megawati

herself is the daughter of Indonesia’s first president,

Sukarno, and she held the presidential office from

2001-2004. PDI-P Secretary-General Hasto Kristiyanto

said that Pinka’s nomination is in line with the party’s

desire to add a younger generation to the party. 

Not long after President Jokowi (PDI-P) won the

election, his eldest son turned to politics and is
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currently the Mayor of Surakarta, Central Java. Earlier

this year, the President's youngest son, Kaesang

Pangarep, also conveyed his wish to enter politics. His

only daughter, Kahiyang Ayu, is also married to the

Mayor of Medan, North Sumatra region. 

Futri Zulya Savitri who is the daughter of Zulkifli Hasan,

the chairman of the National Mandate Party (PAN), an

Islam-based political party, will run for House of

Representatives. Zulkifli is the Minister of Trade. 

West Java Governor Ridwan Kamil will also see his wife,

Atalia Praratya Kamil, run for a seat along with Yani

Ardian, the wife of the Mayor of Bogor, Bima Arya, as

well as Titiek Soeharto, the daughter of the late

dictator Soeharto and former wife to Gerindra Party

leader Prabowo Subianto.  [The Jakarta Post] [BBC, in

Bahasa Indonesia]

Indonesia: Ambitious goal for new capital

Nusantara

(ys) Jakarta as the capital city of Indonesia has been

heavily laden by massive expansion and overcrowded.

Roughly 30 million people reside in the capital which is

sinking yearly from illegal drilling of marshy aquifers

and rising sea level. As the former governor of Jakarta,

the current President Joko Widodo is familiar with the

problems facing Jakarta. 

Knowing the stakes, he decided to move the capital city

from Jakarta to the island of Kalimantan, to a city called

Nusantara (also known as IKN). 

The president pledged that the new city will be built in

a greener way to adapt to the net-zero emission goal.

The plan is criticized as too expensive and too soon,

where the government commits only 20 percent of the

projected cost and the rest is supposed to come from

domestic and foreign investors. 

Few Indonesian firms have banked rupiah for the

venture. SoftBank, the Japanese tech conglomerate,

pulled away last year. Countries that Mr. Joko says are

interested in investing, like Saudi Arabia, Singapore

and the United Arab Emirates, but haven't signed

major contractual commitments. 

Despite the challenges, the President is still optimistic

that the inaugural will take place before his term in

office ends, that is by August 2024,  with the unveiling

of the presidential palace and other key government

buildings in IKN.[The New York Times] [The New York

Times]
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Malaysia: Founder of welfare home fails again

to secure ‘stay of execution’ in abuse case

(jl/lm) On May 23, the High Court of Malaysia, which

serves as both the appellate court and court of first

instance, rejected an application submitted by Siti

Bainun for a ‘stay of execution’. Siti is the founder of

Rumah Bonda, a government-run welfare home, and

was found guilty on two counts of neglecting and

abusing a teenager with Down Syndrome in early May.

[malaymail]

The victim in this case, known as Bella, suffered severe

mistreatment and neglect under Siti’s care. Earlier this

year, videos of Bella’s injuries went viral, drawing

nationwide attention to the case, including Tunku

Mahkota Johor who offered legal assistance to Bella

during the proceedings. The disturbing footage

depicted Bella with multiple wounds and burn scars.

On May 3, Siti was handed a 10-year prison sentence

for neglect and 12-year sentence for abuse.

Additionally, she was ordered to sign a good behavior

bond for five years under Section 31(2)(a) of the Child

Act 2001. [News Strait Times]

Malaysia: Bukit Aman task force on race,

religion and royalty

(jl) In a recent development, a specialized task force

has been created at Bukit Aman, the Royal Malaysia

Police Headquarters, to address issues related to race,

religion and royalty. According to the Inspector-

General of Police, the task force comprises a team

from Bukit Aman’s CID’s Special Investigation Unit. [The

Star]

Since its establishment in March, the task force has

opened seven investigation papers and arrested two

suspects. These cases involve four instances of insults

against royalty, two related to religion, and one

concerning race. The formation of this task force

underscores the government's commitment to

addressing sensitive issues that intersect with race,

religion, and the monarchy.

Malaysia: Prime Minister Anwar commits to

expanding foreign and domestic investments

(jl) Malaysia’s Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has

affirmed his administration’s commitment to
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enhancing the country’s economy and investment

landscape. The government is hoping to attract and

expand foreign direct investment (FDI) and domestic

direct investment (DDI). In doing so, the National

Investment Council (MPN) has agreed to undertake

initiatives to improve the country’s Investment

Promotion Agency (IPA) ecosystem. [Malay Mail]

The MPN, chaired by Anwar, will focus on streamlining

the function and roles of the economic regions

concerning investments. This will create a more

efficient and organized approach, optimize resources,

and provide effective services to investors.

The inaugural meeting of the MPN will also discuss the

monitoring of investment projects, particularly those

arising from the Trade and Investment Promotion

Mission program led by Anwar and the Minister of

Investment, Trade, and Industry. The first quarter of

2023 witnessed a significant increase in approved

investments, amounting to RM71.4 billion across

various sectors.

Malaysia: 67 individuals detained in corruption

crackdown

(ldm/jl) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commision

(MACC) arrested a total of 67 people on suspicion of

submitting false claims under the Penjana Kerjaya 2.0

hiring incentive program. Out of the 78 individuals

detained, 47 were company directors. On May 20, an

operation called  Op Hire 2.0 was mobilized by the

MACC to combat the misappropriation and leakage of

government funds.

The Penjana Kerjaya 2.0 is a hiring incentive program

introduced by the Malaysian government in 2021,

aimed at facilitating economic recovery and promoting

job opportunities among employers. During the

crackdown conducted by MACC, the arrested directors

were found to have falsely claimed amounts ranging

from RM450,000 and RM2 million through the Social

Security Organisation. [News Strait Times] [Malaysian

Treasury]

All suspects are currently in custody and a thorough

investigation has been initiated under Section 18 of the

MACC Act 2009 which addresses “offences of providing

false claims with the intention to deceive the principal

(office)”. [SPRM]
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Malaysia: Public Accounts Committee to hold

new proceedings on the construction of Littoral

Combat Ships

(ldm) Malaysia’s Public Accounts Committee (PAC) will

conduct new proceedings on the construction of the

controversial littoral combat ships (LCS) after the

Dewan Rakyat sitting on May 22. The PAC chair plans

to begin the proceedings once the new PAC line-up is

approved. The first proceeding will focus on the

progress of the LCS construction after a planned visit

at the Boustead Naval Shipyard in Lumut. [The Star] 

Since the PAC report from August 2021 had highlighted

the delay in completing the ships despite significant

payments made by the government, Mas Ermieyati

intends to issue a new report to Parliament once the

progress report from the defense ministry is received.

[FMT]

Last month, Mas Ermieyati and her deputy expressed

their intention to make PAC proceedings open to the

public by requesting an amendment to the Standing

Orders. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Court of Appeal to hear if offense of

enticing married women unconstitutional

(ldm) Malaysia’s Court of Appeal has granted leave to a

former policeman to bring an appeal regarding the

constitutionality of a provision in the Penal Code. The

provision in question makes it an offense for men to

entice married women into having illicit sex with them.

The appellant's lawyer argues that this provision

violates the fundamental rights of men as enshrined in

the Federal Constitution.

The court has identified three legal questions to be

determined: whether the provision violates the

constitutional rights of men, whether the court has the

power to repeal the provision, and what modifications

or interpretations can be made to ensure compliance

with constitutional rights. The appellant was initially

sentenced to six months' jail and a fine, but the High

Court later varied the sentence to a higher fine and no

jail term. [FMT]

Malaysia: Judgment on 'Gay is ok!' book ban

reserved by Court of Appeal

(ldm) The Court of Appeal has reserved its decision on

the government's attempt to reinstate a ban on the
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book "Gay is OK! A Christian Perspective." The court,

led by Justice Azizah Nawawi, stated that more time

was needed to consider submissions from the home

ministry and the lawyers representing the publisher

and writer. 

Last year, the High Court overturned the ban after the

publisher and writer successfully argued that there

was no evidence of actual prejudice to public order.

The government was also criticized for not allowing the

publisher and writer to present their case. The home

ministry argued in the Court of Appeal that the book

promotes homosexuality and goes against the

country's cultural and religious beliefs [The Star], while

the publisher and writer's lawyer maintained that the

High Court's decision should be upheld and criticized

the home minister for making a subjective assessment

without reading the book in its entirety. [FMT]

Malaysia: Electrical, diesel subsidies and

household net disposable income metrics to be

refined

(ldm) Malaysia’s government has announced that the

implementation of targeted subsidies for diesel is

scheduled to begin next year. Previously, it had stated

that it could save up to USD 3 billion by not providing

petrol, diesel, and liquid petroleum gas subsidies to

the T20 income group, which are households whose

income is higher than USD 2,330 and represent the top

20 percent of Malaysian household income.

Additionally, unsubsidized petrol stations in Kelantan

and other states will be established to tackle issues of

leakage and smuggling at the country's borders as well

as to increase revenue through sales tax on foreign

vehicles. [MalaysiaNow]

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has announced that a

similar policy will be applied to households with high

electricity consumption. Households using excessive

electricity, such as those with multiple air conditioners,

will be required to pay the actual cost of their

consumption. Anwar stated that approximately 90% of

the population will not experience an increase in

tariffs. However, specific details regarding the

implementation date and the threshold for

categorizing "very high" usage were not provided.

[MKini][NST]

In response to the government’s announcement,

consumer groups, experts, and a transport association

have expressed concerns over the government's plan

to implement targeted subsidies for fuel, including

RON95 petrol and diesel, starting next year. They
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highlight the need for clear definition and proper

implementation to avoid burdening vital sectors and

causing higher costs for the people. Experts also urge

the government to properly designate subsidy

recipients and monitor the implementation to avoid

disruptions to the price of goods. [NST2]

As such, Economy Minister Rafizi Ramli has responded

that the government will adopt household net

disposable income metrics to improve the

effectiveness of its socio-economic policies. The

transition will be implemented gradually and involve

various government agencies, including the Ministry of

Economy. Rafizi stated that the current economic

classifications of T20, M40, and B40 (the bottom-tier

households whose income is lower than USD 1,000) do

not accurately reflect a household's economic

capability, as other factors such as the number of

children and location need to be considered. [The Star]

In early March, it was reported that the government

allocated USD 2 billion to cover electricity bill subsidies

for domestic and non-domestic consumers in the low

voltage category until June 30, 2023. This allocation

aimed to protect 9.5 million electricity users,

representing 99% of all users in Peninsular Malaysia,

from the impact of rising fuel costs for electricity

generation. Electricity tariffs are reviewed every six

months based on the Imbalance Cost Pass-Through

mechanism, which considers fuel costs and other

generation expenses from the preceding six months.

[NST3]

Malaysia: Water shortage to be dealt jointly by

economy, natural resources ministries

(ldm) Malaysia’s ministries for economy and natural

resources will collaborate to address water issues in

the Southeast Asian country. Economy Minister Rafizi

Ramli stated that the two ministries, along with water

company operators nationwide, will work together to

find solutions for the challenges faced by state-owned

water operator companies.

Rafizi hopes to improve water services in the country,

with a goal of completing at least 50% of water supply

projects within the next seven years, starting from the

implementation of the 12th Malaysia Plan (2021-2025).

[Malay Mail][The Star]

Malaysia: Sabah to table anti-hopping law

during next week's state assembly sitting
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(ldm) The state government in Malaysia, led by the

Sabah People's Alliance will present an anti-party

hopping bill during the upcoming state assembly

sitting. [Malay Mail] 

Controversy sparked after the anti-hopping bill was not

on the agenda for the upcoming Sabah State Assembly

sitting from May 22-25. The matter was then clarified

by Chief Minister Datuk Seri Hajiji Noor, who said that

the government did not intentionally delay the tabling

of the Bill and that it requires approval from the Head

of State and the Yang di-Pertuan Agong before it can

be presented. [The Star] [FMT]

The Bill needs a two-thirds majority in the state

assembly for it to pass, and Hajiji expressed

confidence in receiving support from members of GRS

and Pakatan Harapan. The State Constitution

Amendment Bill is one of four Bills to be tabled during

the assembly sitting.

Myanmar: Cyclone recovery lets Arakan rebels

cement control over Rakhine State 

(lm) The humanitarian response by the United League

of Arakan (ULA), an ethnic organization based in

Myanmar’s Rakhine State, to Cyclone Mocha will likely

further entrench the group’s de facto control over the

state, observers have argued. Writing for The Diplomat,

Kyaw Hsan Hlaing calls on foreign governments and

United Nations organizations to recognize the capacity

and effectiveness of the ULA and its armed wing, the

Arakan Army, to address the needs of the displaced

fully, and work closely with it on emergency rescue and

resettlement. [The Diplomat]

Myanmar: Rights group demands sanction for

energy minister’s family

(lm) A covert group of Burmese activists, Justice for

Myanmar, has called on Australia, Canada, the

European Union, United Kingdom, and United States to

impose sanctions on the family of the country’s energy

minister, Myo Myint Oo. The rights group says that a

consultancy firm, Environmental Quality Management

Co Ltd (EQM), is owned by Myo’s wife, while directly

profiting from fossil fuel and mining companies

operating in Myanmar. [The Irrawaddy]
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Myanmar imported at least USD 1 billion in

weapons since coup, UN expert says

(ha/wn/lm) Myanmar’s military has imported at least

USD 1 billion in arms, dual-use goods, equipment, and

associated materials from entities based in five

countries since seizing power in February 2021,

according to a United Nations (UN) report released on

May 17. The weapons continue to flow to the military

despite overwhelming evidence of its responsibility for

the atrocities, including some that amount to war

crimes and crimes against humanity, said Tom

Andrews, the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights

in Myanmar. [CNN] [UN Human Rights Council] 

According to the report, Russian entities were the

source of USD 406 million of the arms and related-

equipment, China entities USD 254 million and

Singapore-operating entities USD 254 million.

Armaments were also sent from entities in India (USD

51 million) and Thailand (USD 28 million). [UN Human

Rights Special Procedures - Infographic]

Andrews noted that state-owned entities in Russia,

China and India were among those identified as

exporters. In light of this, Russia and China in their

response accused the rapporteur of going beyond his

mandate and “vilifying legitimate arms trade”. India,

meanwhile, said the arms contracts involving state-

owned companies had been signed by a previous

government.

Furthermore, Andrews writes that he had found no

information indicating that entities owned or

controlled by the governments of Singapore or

Thailand, or the governments themselves, had

approved or transferred the arms to the Myanmar

military, and that it seemed arms dealers were using

the territories to carry out their business “specifically

the banking and shipping sectors”. [The Irrawaddy]

[Myanmar Now] [Associated Press]

Myanmar: Junta suspends licenses of three

private hospital for supporting civil

disobedience movement

(ha) According to an order issued by Myanmar’s

military council, the business licenses of three private

hospitals were revoked for failing to comply with

licensing regulations for health care services.

According to reporters, the hospitals whose licenses

were revoked had more than 800 employees and were

shut down for helping doctors involved in the civil

disobedience movement (CDM). [The Irrawaddy]
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Seven Myanmar ethnic armed groups hold

summit in northern Thailand

(wn/lm) Seven Myanmar ethnic armed resistance

groups that signed the Nationwide Ceasefire

Agreement (NCA) held a summit in the Thai city of

Chaing Mai from May 17-18. [BBC, in Burmese] 

At the meeting, the groups discussed the comments

from the informal discussions between them and the

National Unity and Peace-making Coordinating

Committee (NSPNC) of the State Administration

Council. In addition, based on the Nationwide

Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) principles, they discussed

overcoming the current political crisis in practical ways

and ensuring political discussions become national and

joint ownership.

Furthermore, they also debated the international

community’s role in political discussions. They stood

firm on the principles of democratic federalism that

the entire ethnic people wanted for the construction of

a federal democratic union, according to the meeting’s

statement. [NCA-S-EAO]

At the summit plenary meeting, the chairman Sao

Khonsai said in his opening speech, "We are not

meeting for our own organizations’ interests, ethnics

or areas. We are going to discuss how to overcome the

current political crisis and achieve peace in the future."

[NCA-S-EAO]

The meeting was organized by the Shan State

Rehabilitation Council (RCSS); Mon New Party (MNSP);

Democratic Karen Army (DKBA), Karen Peace Council

(KNU/KNLA (PC), Lahu Democratic Union (LDU), Pao

National Liberation League (PNLO) and Rakhine State

Liberation Party (ALP). [BBC, in Burmese 1]

Human Rights Watch criticizes Bangladesh,

Myanmar for plan to repatriate Rohingya

refugees

(lm) International rights watchdog Human Rights Watch

has criticized Bangladesh and Myanmar for their plans

to return Rohingya refugees from Bangladesh to

Myanmar’s Rakhine State, saying the move would

constitute “grave risks to their lives and liberty”.

[Human Rights Watch]

Earlier this month, Bangladesh officials, in coordination

with Burmese authorities, took 20 Rohingya refugees
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to Rakhine State to visit resettlement camps as part of

renewed efforts to repatriate about 1,100 Rohingya in

a pilot project [see AiR No. 12, March/2023, 3].

However, refugees who were part of the go-and-see

visit have questioned the preparations for repatriation

and said they will go back on a permanent basis only if

their security is guaranteed and they will be granted

citizenship - something Myanmar’s military junta has

so far denied them [see AiR No. 19, May/2023, 2].

Prior to said visit, a delegation of Myanmar officials in

March had visited the Cox’s Bazar camps in

Bangladesh to interview Rohingya for “verification” for

the “pilot repatriation” process. This visit was followed

by China-mediated talks between the two countries’

governments on restarting repatriation ahead of the

monsoon season [see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4].

In separate developments, Bangladesh’s Foreign

Affairs Minister AK Abdul Momen told attendees at a

seminar on May 20 that countries which are investing

heavily in Myanmar should come forward with a

sustainable solution to the Rohingya crisis, saying

frustrated refugees would succumb to terrorism and

threaten investment in the Bay of Bengal region.

[Dhaka Prokash]

Philippines: Death penalty proposed for law

enforcers, officials involved in drugs

(dql) Senator Robinhood Padilla has introduced a bill

that seeks the death penalty for law enforcers and

elected officials found guilty of  involvement in the

illegal drug trade.

The Senator argued that existing laws do not have a

deterring effect on drug offenders. [The Manila Times]

Philippines: US model in campaign against

human trafficking syndicates to be applied

(dql) The Philippine Bureau of Immigration (BI) has

announced that it will adopt the US model in its

campaign against human trafficking syndicates to

include engagement with travel agencies, airlines and

shipping companies in the fight against trafficking.

It also announced that a memorandum of agreement

(MoA) with the private sector will be signed, centering

on three initiatives: reports of trafficking cases to the

Inter-Agency Council Against Trafficking, prevention of

the proliferation of fake documents, and proper
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information dissemination on immigration

requirements. [The Manila Times]

Philippines: New pension plan for armed forces

and police in the making

(dql) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has disclosed that

his administration was working out a pension plan for

the armed forces and the police service, aimed at

avoiding a possible shortage of funds in the next six

years.

The President’s remark came shortly after his signing

of Republic Act 11939 that sets limits on the tour of

duty of key officials of the armed forces and adjusts

the retirement age of military and police officers from

55 to 57. [The Manila Times] [ABS CBN News]

Singapore: Second drug-related execution in

three weeks

(lm) Singapore on May 17 hanged another citizen for

trafficking cannabis, the second in three weeks, after

his last-ditch bid to reopen his case was dismissed by

the court without a hearing. [abc News] [The New York

Times]

The city state executed 11 people last year for drug

offenses after a two-year hiatus due to the COVID-19

pandemic. The hanging of one particular Malaysian

believed to be mentally disabled earlier this month

sparked an international outcry for the punishment’s

severity at a time when other nations have adopted a

more lenient approach towards drugs and capital

punishment [see AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1].

Singapore: LGBTQ+ support made available

(jl) In a significant step towards inclusivity and support

for the LGBTQ+ community, a new initiative called My

Family Matters has been launched. This initiative aims

to provide guidance and assistance to family members

when a loved one comes out as a lesbian, gay,

bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ+). Through

My Family Matters, family members can access

counseling and support services offered by

Ooogachaga and Pink Dot Singapore, two non-profit
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organizations dedicated to working with the LGBTQ+

community. 

The initiative marks a progressive move forward for

Singapore following the repeal of Section 377A. This

colonial-era law, which criminalized consensual same-

sex relations, was repealed in November 2022. The

repeal of Section 377A was a significant milestone in

promoting equality and human rights in Singapore and

has paved the way for initiatives like My Family Matters

to provide much-needed support to families navigating

challenges and emotions surrounding LGBTQ+ identity.

By collaborating with Oogachaga and Pink Dot

Singapore, My Family Matters aims to create a safe and

inclusive space for families to seek guidance and

understanding. This initiative takes a significant step

towards fostering greater understanding and

acceptance within Singaporean society. [The Strait

Times 1] [The Strait Times 2]

Thailand: Correction

In our entry “Thailand: Opposition wins landslide in

elections, but uncertainty looms” published in the Asia

in Review edition No. 20, May/2023, 3 we suggested

that Pheu Thai Party (PTP) politician Chalerm

Yubamrung supported the government of Prime

Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha: “ Some candidates on

PTP’s party-list also include unpopular figures, such as

Chalerm Yubamrung and Suriya Juangroongruangkit,

either supporting Prayut’s rise to power or played a

key role in the military government.

This was incorrect and misleading.

The sentence should have read: “Furthermore, a

commentator for the Thai Enquirer suggests that some

candidates on the party-list are unpopular figures,

citing Chalerm Yubamrung, as well as former PPRP

stalwarts and ministers such as Suriya

Juangroongruangkit.”

We apologize for the error.

Thailand: Move Forward finalizes 8-party

coalition bloc with MoU

(aj) On May 22 in the Conrad Bangkok Hotel, election

winner Move Forward (MFP) signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) with seven other parties,

hashing out an extensive reformist agenda that will be
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jointly pursued by the new bloc under Thailand's

incoming government elected this August. Chief

among the 23 reforms stipulated by the MoU is the

newly-formed coalition’s aim to draft a new

constitution and introduce structural changes to Thai

bureaucracy. Coalition negotiations received much

outside scrutiny – especially by MFP supporters – for

the past week, which ultimately resulted in MFP

dropping its clause in the MoU to amend the laws on

lese-majeste and a fallout with two other parties, Chart

Pattana Kla Party and New Party, that were purported

to join this alliance.

MFP prime ministerial candidate Pita Limjaroerat set

May 22 as the date for MoU signing, which is the ninth

anniversary of the last coup in Thailand led by Prime

Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha to symbolically mark, what

Pita claims to be, the transition to democracy in Thai

politics. The eight-party coalition commands a

combined total of 313 seats in the lower house, but

MFP’s coalition is still 63 seats short of attaining the

376-seat governing majority needed to vote in the

coalition’s choice for prime minister, Pita. In a press

conference with the media, following the signing of the

MoU, Pita stated that he is confident that the MFP bloc

will gain the necessary parliamentary support to

become premier. 

Besides MFP, who led the MoU talks, the other parties

involved in the signing include: Pheu Thai, Prachachart,

Thai Sang Thai, Seri Ruam Thai, Fair, Plung Sungkom

Mai, and Peu Thai Rumphlang. The dropping of Chart

Pattana Kla Party and New Party from the coalition,

which would have added another three seats to the

bloc, was caused by backlash from MFP supporters on

social media over alleged concerns that the two

parties’ conservative stance on Section 112 – lese-

majeste – would affect MFP. 

Although amending Section 112 has been a flagship

policy of MFP’s reformist platform, MFP opted to keep

this clause out of the 8-party MoU, instead,

maintaining a commitment to uphold the

constitutional monarchy. According to analysts, this

move by MFP is an attempt by Pita to avoid conflict

with his new political allies, namely PTP and Thai Sang

Thai who have publicly expressed their disapproval of

the proposed clause. However, as Pita notes, a set of

guidelines was also agreed upon to outline conduct

regarding the alliance: protecting the civil liberties of all

citizens, a commitment to serve the bloc with integrity,

and permitting parties to push for policies through

MPs and ministers, but not at the cost of contradicting

the MoU stipulations. According to Pita, MFP intends to

continue to push for an amendment of lese-majeste

separate of the shared agenda.



The 23-point MoU intends to not only restructure Thai

politics for transparency and efficiency, but aims to

facilitate reconciliation between the political-economic

elite and the public; champion same-sex marriage and

strengthen labor rights; bring peace to Thailand’s far

south; reform the country’s military culture and curb

defense spending;  revamp the Thai business

landscape by ending monopolies and cultivating an

environment conducive to SMEs; and re-assert

Thailand as a key player on the international stage,

especially in ASEAN and with great power countries.

[Bangkok Post] [National News Bureau of Thailand 1]

[National News Bureau of Thailand 2] [National News

Bureau of Thailand 3] [Thai PBS World 1] [Thai PBS

World 2] [Thai PBS World 3]

Thailand: Opposition may face difficulties in

nominating premier, analysts say

(aj) As Thailand’s main opposition Move Forward (MFP)

and Pheu Thai Party (PTP) currently do not have the

necessary necessary 376-member majority needed to

overcome the veto of the 250-member Senate,

analysts foresee three ways that Thailand’s path to a

new government will possibly unfold: MFP gains

enough support of either, or both, the military-

appointed senators and more moderate parties to

surmount the senatorial veto; the conservative camp

leads a minority coalition; or election runner-up PTP

splits from the MFP coalition to forms its own

government.

Move Forward Government

First, the MFP successfully forms a majority in the

house. There are two other parties that may prove to

be key in allowing the coalition to reach its 376-

member goal: the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT) with 70 seats

and the Democrat Party with 25 seats. Both parties

have a prior history of siding with either the opposition

or military-backed camps. BJT in particular has been

posed as a power broker by many analysts, citing the

party’s flexible ideology. However, in a Facebook post

on the BJT’s official Facebook page, the party asserts

that they will not side with any parties that are anti-

monarchy, and therefore not support MFP’s

nomination of Pita to premiership. The statement said

that this stance is “non-negotiable” and is ready to

protect the monarchy. Acting deputy Democrat leader

Alongkorn Ponlaboot stated that his party is currently

in talks to support Pita and asserted that Democrats,

which won 22 house seats, will listen to the majority.
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The 250-member upper house, so far, has given MFP

mixed levels of support. Like BJT and the Democrats, a

number of senators are also wary of MFP’s stance on

abolishing Section 112, with some senators even

stating their intent to abstain from the vote on the next

head of state in August. However, MFP policy campaign

manager, Parit Wacharasindhu, pointed out that 64

senators have previously voted to remove the Senate’s

power to elect the PM and if these 64 senators could

be mobilized, it could push MFP closer to securing a

majority. Likewise, Pita also stated that unity of the

senators is not the same as it was four years ago, when

the upper house unanimously voted in Prime Minister

Prayuth Chan-ocha, who led the military coup in 2014.

Minority Government

Second, the status quo might be preserved and the

conservative coalition continues to rule as a minority

coalition government, with the PM being drawn from

either BJT and the PPRP and with the support of the

military-appointed senate. 

Analysts believe this case to be rather unlikely with

several parties, including PM Prayuth’s United Thai

Nation Party, stating that they will not endorse the rule

of a minority government. In an election that

overwhelmingly supported the opposition parties,

observers say it may be less politically acceptable for a

minor party to put a name for premier and a

government ruled by the election losers tends to be

less stable than the traditional majoritarian

government. Furthermore, analysts say, if the

opposition calls for a vote of no confidence, the

minority is very likely to lose as compared to a

government ruled by the winning parties.

Pheu Thai Government

Third, it is possible that the pro-democracy camp of

MFP, PTP, and their allies may fragment. Due to MFP’s

divisive stance on Section 112 and progressive

platform, according to analysts, PTP may view MFP’s

platform as a liability and form its own coalition.

Additionally, MFP and its leader, Pita, are under review

by Thailand’s Election Commision (EC) after several

complaints were filed with the agency alleging that

MFP and Pita have violated EC rules. If MFP or Pita are,

indeed, found in breach of EC conduct, then MFP may

face dissolution and Pita barred from office [see AiR

No. 20, May/2023, 3].

Since the EC declared MFP the election winner on May

16, PTP has stated multiple times that the party

intends to support MFP, even calling upon the BJT and

Democrats to support MFP’s bid for premiership. It is
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worth noting, observers say, that PTP has previously

abandoned its election promises in favor of trying to

score a majority in the house, even joining parties from

the pro-military camp. Although some senators are

more receptive to a PTP-led government than an MFP,

there is still no guarantee that senators would support

PTP’s main nominee, Paetongtarn Shinawatra, for

premier. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2] [CNN]

[Council on Foreign Relations] [Facebook, in Thai] [Parit

Wacharasindhu via Twitter, in Thai] [Pheu Thai via

Twitter, in Thai] [Reuters] [Thai Enquirer] [The Nation

Thailand 1] [The Nation Thailand 2] 

Thailand: NGO criticizes Election Commission

for restricting photography at poll booths

(aj) Democracy watchdog Internet Dialogue on Law

Reform, iLaw, criticized Thailand’s Election Commission

(EC) for restricting photography of the ballot counting

at poll stations on election day earlier this month. iLaw

and its partner organizations, including Vote62 and

Rocket Media Lab, deployed election monitors to

ensure that ballots are properly counted. Under EC

law, independent election monitoring and even

photography of the vote counting process is permitted,

given that the photo-taking does not obstruct election

officials.

iLaw disclosed this complaint at a press conference on

its observations of the May 14 election. Half a year

before the poll was held, iLaw opened an online

platform that allowed the public to submit complaints

on their review of the democratic process. Complaints

related to the photography of the vote count

comprised 81 of 375 online complaints filed with iLaw.

The other complaints include reports of poll officials

failing to verify voters’ identities ahead of time,

incorrect information of candidates at voting booths,

and printing errors on ballot forms. [Bangkok Post]

[iLaw]

Thailand: Former Prime Minister Thaksin must

carry out sentence, says Move Forward Party

(aj) In response to former Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra’s announcement on his return to Thailand

in July, according to a party source, executives from the

election winner Move Forward Party (MFP) stated that

the party does not oppose Thaksin’s return, but he

must undergo the normal legal process and fulfill his

prison sentence.
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MFP's discussion is in response to Thaksin’s posts on

social media stating his intent to return to Thailand in

July for family reasons and plans to fulfill his prison

terms. The Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for

Holders of Political Positions convicted Thaksin in 2008

for abusing his authority, involving his then-wife’s

purchase of state-owned land in Bangkok, to two years

in prison. Thaksin is currently self-exiled in Dubai and,

since 2008, other charges have been racked up against

the former PM, which altogether amount to a 12-year

sentence rather than the original two years. 

The party insider also alleges that MFP plans to push

for a political amnesty bill, but the new government

will not be formed until August. As the winner of the

recent election on May 14 and presumed by a number

of parties and analysts to take the leading role in the

next government, MFP is under closer observation in

its approach to handling Thaksin's sentence. If Thaksin

follows through with his announcement to return in

July, he would not be able to reap the benefits of this

bill, adds the party source. [The Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Prime Minister Prayuth states he

respects the election outcome

(aj) Outgoing Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha stated

that he respects the results of Thailand’s 2023 election

and asserts that as the caretaker premier, until the

new government is formed in August, he still has a

duty to carry out. Due to the relatively weak showing of

the premier’s United Thai Nation Party (UTNP) in the

election, compared to the landslide victory of the

opposition, rumors began to swirl speculating

Prayuth’s retirement. UTNP leader Pirapan Salirathavi-

bhaga rebuked this notion, stating that the caretaker

PM plans to continue serving as the party’s chief

strategist.

The UTNP is a rather new party with only less than six

months of preparation for the election, securing 23

constituency seats and scoring 13 party-list seats with

the support of 4.67 million votes, altogether a total of

36 seats in the lower house. [Bangkok Post] [National

News Bureau of Thailand] [Thai PBS World] [Thai Rath

via Twitter, in Thai]

Thailand: Voters split their ballots in May

election

(aj) Political analysts observe that due to the dual ballot

system in Thailand’s recent election, where Thai voters
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voted for one  constituency MP and one party-list MP,

many Thais split their ballots. For example, the Palang

Pracharath Party may have won the constituency seats

in a given area – such as the provinces of Phetchabun,

Kamphaengphet, and Phayao – but the main

opposition parties of Pheu Thai or Move Forward won

the party-list vote in that same voting district.

Observers say this phenomenon indicates that voters

tend to closely identify with their local MPs

constituency-wise, but due to the national character of

the country-wide party-list, have different preferences

and vote for a party different from their constituency

choice.

The two-ballot system has been used in past Thai

elections from 2001-2011, but the 2019 election

deviated from this previous voting system in favor of a

‘fused ballot.’ With this fused ballot, voters casted

single vote for their most preferred party, which also

counted towards the party’s cumulative vote count and

the party’s constituency candidate. [Ken Mathis

Lohatepanont via Twitter] [Thai Data Points]

Thailand: Three Bhumjaithai Party MPs jailed

for misuse of legislative vote

(aj) The Criminal Division for Political Office-Holders of

Thailand’s Supreme Court has sentenced three former

Bhumjaitai (BJT) lawmakers to nine-months in jail for

allowing other MPs to use their voting cards in an

assembly session in 2020 to deliberate on a budget bill.

Upon handing out the sentences, the political rights of

three defendants were immediately revoked.

The lawsuit against the three former MPs was filed by

prosecutors charging the trio with dereliction of duty,

specifically in violation of Section 172 of the Organic

Act on Counter Corruption. Those found in breach of

this law may face up to ten years in jail and be fined up

to USD 5,800. In response to the charges, the three

defendants argued that the budget bill was still in the

drafting stage, and the voting cards would not benefit

the lawmakers who used their cards. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam: Midterm meeting on 13th Party

Central Committee 

(km) The 13th Party Central Committee met last week

from May 17-19 for its mid-term meeting in Hanoi to

review the work in the first half of the 13th tenure. 
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While acknowledging achievements and progress in

culture, society, defense, security, diplomacy, and the

construction of a law-governed socialist state, the

meeting also outlined key priorities for the remainder

of the  tenure, include reinforcing the macro-economic

foundation, controlling inflation, and strengthening the

internal strength and self-reliance of the credit

institution system and financial markets. 

Furthermore, attention will be given to developing

cultural and social aspects, ensuring social security,

improving people's well-being, intensifying defense

and security capabilities, maintaining political stability,

promoting effective diplomacy and international

integration, and combating corruption and “negative

phenomena”. [Vietnamnews]

Vietnam: National Assembly reviews draft

resolution on removal of officials

(km) The National Assembly Standing Committee held

discussions on the draft resolution that seeks to

amend and supplement Resolution No. 85 that deals

with the removal of officials. 

 A significant provision in the draft resolution stipulates

that if an official is deemed to have "low credibility" by

more than half of the total number of the deputies of

the National Assembly and deputies of the People's

Councils, which represent the local authority of the

state and are the top supervisory bodies at each level,

they will be required to resign. 

Should the official refuse to resign within ten days of

the announcement of their low credibility status, the

National Assembly or the People's Council will then

decide on the vote of confidence during the current or

upcoming session.  [VTV news]
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U.S. State Department's International Religious

Freedom Report 2023

(ms/lm) The U.S. State Department's released its

annual international Religious Freedom Report on May

15, in which they reveal a grim assessment of religious

repression in a variety of countries. Among the

countries "of particular concern" are China, India,

Myanmar, North Korea, Pakistan, and Vietnam. [U.S.

State Department]

The survey, also known as the International Religious

Freedom Report, is required by law to be compiled and

submitted to Congress annually. It aims to provide a

“fact-based, comprehensive view of the state of

religious freedom” in nearly 200 countries and

territories for the period between January 1 and

December 31 of the previous calendar year.

China

In the case of China, the report describes a

continuation of the widespread deterioration of

religious freedom. Although the Chinese government

officially recognizes various religions in theory, under

the "siniciazation of religion," referring to a speech by

Chinese President Xi Jinping, the Chinese government

is curtailing the freedom of religions, according to the

report. This takes place both on the institutional and

on the individual level. According to the report, in 2022

an estimated "from the low thousands to over 10,000"

were arrested because of their faith.

On the institutional level, for example, as in the case of

the Catholic Churches, which in the course of a deal

with the Chinese government have handed over the

competence to select candidates for the appointment

of bishops to the Chinese government. Furthermore,

the Chinese government continues its crackdown on

the Falun Gong and the Church of Almighty God,

mostly by classifying them as a cult or "Xie Jiao," which

can make religious affiliation with these groups

punishable by law.
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However, the main content of the accusations against

the Chinese government has been the treatment of the

Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities in the

northwestern Xinjiang region. The U.S. State

Department refers to an accumulation of various

reports on the situation there. Among them are the

Xinjiang Police Files from May of last year, which

described the situation inside the internment camps,

including allegations of torture [see AiR No. 21,

May/2022, 4], and the Xinjiang Report of the UN

Human Rights Council from late August of last year,

which concluded that the "arbitrary and discriminatory

incarceration" of Uyghurs and other Muslims in its

Xinjiang region may amount to crimes against

humanity [see AiR No. 36, September/2022, 1].

The Chinese government responded to the allegations

in the report, rejecting them as it had in the past.

[Global Times] [South China Morning Post]

India

The report also expressed a number of concerns about

conditions over religious freedom in India — a country

not currently designated by the State Department as a

"Country of Particular Concern", despite

recommendations by the bipartisan U.S. Commission

for International Religious Freedom since 2020 [see AiR

No. 18, May/2020, 1]. Among the severe violations

listed are legal prohibitions against conversions in

multiple states, accusations of systemic discrimination

against Muslims, and attacks on religious minorities,

including "cow vigilantism" against non-Hindus based

on allegations of cow slaughter or trade in beef.

Notably, the report’s release comes a month before

the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi travels to

Washington for his first official state visit, which will

include a state dinner at the White House. New Delhi

responded to the report by saying that such

publications “continue to be based on misinformation

and flawed understanding”, adding that it would

continue to have “frank conversations” on “issues of

concern” with Washington. [TIME]

Pakistan

Looking at Pakistan, the report states that the coalition

government led by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,

which took office in mid-April 2022, had “weaponized

the country’s blasphemy laws”, thereby enabling and

encouraging radical Islamists to operate with impunity.

In light of this, the report calls on the State Department

to designate Pakistan “as a country of particular

concern” when it comes to FoRB and urged the White

House “to impose targeted sanctions on Pakistani
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government agencies and officials responsible for

severe violations of religious freedom by freezing

those individuals’ assets and/or barring their entry into

the United States under human rights related financial

and visa authorities.” [The Jerusalem Post]

Islamabad called the latest US report “ill-informed” and

“counterproductive”. [DAWN]

Myanmar

The 2021 military coup led by General Min Aung Hlaing

and the resulting control of the State Administration

Council is the basis for most concerns about the

country's religious freedom.

Although the military government publicly pledged

support for the de facto state religion of Buddhism and

even criminalized any form of defamation of the

religion in August of last year, the U.S. report says that

in reality support is only available to Buddhist

communities that support the junta. At least 30

Buddhist monasteries in the Sagaing region and 20

others in the Magwe region have been destroyed and

looted by the junta.

In the course of the ongoing military conflicts in the

country, other religious buildings of the country's

minority religions are said to have been destroyed by

government troops, using methods similar to those

used in the ongoing persecution of the Muslim

Rohingya within the country.

The situation of the Rohingya was mentioned again

separately in the report. About 100,000 of the 600,000

Rohingya still residing in Myanmar are believed to be in

internally displaced person (IDP) camps.

North Korea

Religious persecution inside North Korea is among the

worst in the world, according to the report. Although

the North Korean government strives to maintain the

appearance abroad of religious freedom within the

country, the Ten Principles for the Establishment of a

Monolithic Ideological System, the country's

fundamental legal text, requires absolute loyalty and

obedience to the teachings of the North Korean

leadership, which does not tolerate religion as an

alternative guideline.

The report also describes the targeted persecution of

believers, particularly adherents of Christianity and

practitioners of shamanism, who make up a

disproportionate share in North Korean detention

centers.
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Vietnam

While Vietnam was on the Special Watch List in last

year's report, this year it has been classified as a

Country of Particular Concern, indicating a

deterioration in religious freedom there.

One trigger for the downgrade could be the

amendment to the Executive Decree of the Law on

Faith and Religion in the middle of last year, which

allows the Vietnamese government to exclude religious

organizations and religious organizations dependent

on them from all activities, religious educational

institutions from all educational activities, and makes it

illegal to apply for a permit to conduct religious

activities on the Internet. [The Vietmanese]

The Vietnamese government also denied the

allegations and accused the report of being based on

misinformation. [Vietnam Plus]

China-Central Asia Summit

(ms) On the evening of May 18, China-Central Asia

Summit was opened in the course of a grand

ceremony in which Chinese President Xi Jinping

welcomed the presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan in Xian, the

capital of the central Chinese Shaanxi province.

Independent of the content discussed during the 2-day

meeting, the timing of the appointment alone provided

a clear signal from China to the West. The China-

Central Asia Summit took place at the same time as the

G7 summit in Japan, in which the heads of state of

Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK, the USA,

and the representative of the EU as a special member

elaborated on a common strategy against China's

"economic coersion" (see entry above). This probably

not coincidental overlap leads to the assumption that

the summit taking place in China represents a kind of

counterweight to the G7 alliance and that China is

increasingly moving away from them and expanding its

influence in other regions of the world.

The proximity of the meeting to the first telephone

conversation between Xi and Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelensky since the beginning of Russia's

war of aggression against Ukraine [see AiR No. 18,

May/2023, 1], provides further interpretation of the

meeting. Russia's influence over the five Central Asian

countries that until the start of the war, as former

members of the Soviet Union, were seen as part of

Russia's sphere of influence, is declining due to
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Western economic sanctions, this together with the

West's withdrawal from Afghanistan in August 2021

leaves a form of power vacuum in Central Asia, which

China may now be trying to push into. Under the

keywords of closer cooperation in securing

"sovereignty, independence, national dignity" pledged

during the meeting, China could possibly serve for the

five countries not only as an important economic

partner, but also as a source of security against further

possible Russian expansionist goals in the region, even

if these have become much less likely, at least in the

near future, in view of the very modest successes of

the Russian army in Ukraine since the beginning of the

war. [CGTN 1] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post 1]

However, in concrete content, the meeting mainly

served to expand the economic relationship of the six

countries. Central Asia plays a central role in the

Chinese economy, in addition to the large amount of

fossil fuels in the region, the countries serve due to

their geographical location as a bridge between China

and Europe, which in the course of the Belt and Road

Initiative (BRI) is of fundamental importance for the

movement of goods by rail and therefore also gives

China flexibility in trade routes. Against this

background, Xi announced at the beginning of the

meeting that China would provide USD 3.8 billion in

financial support to the region for infrastructure and

development projects and promised to strengthen

China's plans to expand the rail network between and

within the five Central Asian countries and China.

[Chinese Foreign Ministry 1] [Chinese Foreign Ministry

2] [Deutsche Welle]

In the context or shortly before the beginning of the

summit there were also individual meetings between

Xi and the respective presidents of the five Central

Asian countries. Apart from minor differences, the joint

statements published after the respective meetings all

read very similarly. On the one hand, all Central Asian

countries declared their support for the "One-China

Policy," which sees Taiwan as part of China.

Furthermore, all parties voiced their support for the

expansion of bilateral and multilateral cooperation as

well as closer cooperation within the framework of the

BRI.

In addition, the presidents of the Central Asian

countries signed various bilateral agreements with

China, ranging from scientific to financial, economic,

and agricultural cooperation. [Axios] [CGTN 2] [Chinese

Foreign Ministry 3] [Chinese Foreign Ministry 4]

[Chinese Foreign Ministry 5] [Chinese Foreign Ministry

6] [Chinese Foreign Ministry 7] [Radio Free Asia] [South

China Morning Post 2]
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G7 leaders summit showcases unity on Russia

and other global challenges

(dql) Like many other international gatherings of

political leaders of the world held after Russia's

invasion of Ukraine, the G7 leaders’ summit, hosted by

Japan last week from May 19-21 in Hiroshima, was

dominated by Russia’s war in Ukraine. Other issues

discussed included nuclear disarmament, economic

resilience, and clean energy.  

On Russia’s war in Ukraine, support for Kyiv “for as

long as it takes” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1]

was reaffirmed and “further sanctions and measures

to increase the costs to Russia and those who are

supporting its war effort” announced. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Japan 2].

In a boost for the Ukrainian army, US President Joe

Biden told his G7 counterparts that the US will support

a joint effort with allies and partners to train Ukrainian

pilots on fourth generation aircraft, including F-16s,

adding that allies will be allowed to supply Ukraine

with these advanced fighter jets. [CNN] [BBC]

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who

attended the summit on the last day, welcomed

Biden’s decision and called it a “historic decision.”

[Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Twitter]

With regards to nuclear weapons, the leaders adopted

the “Hiroshima Vision on Nuclear Disarmament”, the

first separate joint statement of G7 on nuclear

disarmament. It expresses a firm commitment to

“achieving a world without nuclear weapons,” while

calling on Russia to enable a return to full

implementation of the New START Treaty and voicing

concern over the accelerating build-up of a nuclear

arsenal in China “without transparency nor meaningful

dialogue.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 3]

In this regard, critics stressed that the summit failed to

adopt a binding agreement to reduce the arsenals of

the nuclear-armed states of the G7 — the US, France

and Britain — or an agreement to end the stationing of

nuclear weapons in third countries. 

In a thinly veiled criticism of China, the G7 leaders

agreed to “counter economic coercion,” and to address

“non-market policies and practices designed to

reinforce dependencies”, as stated in their joint

statement on “Economic Resilience and Economic

Security,” which does not mention China. They also

reached agreement on strengthening resilience “by
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reducing vulnerabilities and countering malign

practices that exploit and reinforce them”. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Japan 4] [Al Jazeera]

Further, the G7 leaders agreed on the “Clean Energy

Economy Action Plan”under which they confirmed to

achieve net zero emissions by 2050 through

accelerated global clean energy transition. The plan

includes specific commitments toward fighting climate

change through global industry. Among these are

incentivizing clean energy practices, ensuring

decarbonization through global trade, and further

promoting clean energy technologies, goods, and

services going forward. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 5]

However, environmental organizations have criticized

the summit for backsliding on gas as the leaders joint

statement states with reference to the impact of the

war in Ukraine “the important role that increased

deliveries of LNG can play, and acknowledge that

investment in the sector can be appropriate in

response to the current crisis and to address potential

gas market shortfalls provoked by the crisis.” [Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1] [Greenpeace] [South China

Morning Post]

China was quick to lodge solemn representations with

Japan on the summit, accusing the G7 of clinging to

“bloc confrontation and the Cold War mentality,” and

of acting “the historical trend, objective facts, and

international justice.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

China]

Meanwhile, Russia warned the world that the results of

the G7 has shown that the group has become an

“incubator,” that, led by the US and the UK, “hatches

destructive initiatives and subverts global stability. The

initiatives are subsequently imposed on pro-US

minions made up of NATO, the EU and other satellites

of Washington.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russia]

China, Indonesia among countries boycotting

Group of Twenty meeting hosted by India in

Kashmir

(lm) China and Saudi Arabia are not attending a

meeting of the tourism working group of the Group of

Twenty (G20) taking place in the disputed Kashmir

territory until May 24, the first such gathering since

New Delhi unilaterally brought the Muslim-majority

region under direct control in August 2019. Turkey,

Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Indonesia were also expected

to stay away. [Al Jazeera] [The Guardian]
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India currently holds the rotating year-long presidency

of the G20, an intergovernmental bloc comprising 19

countries and the European Union, and is set to host a

leaders' summit in New Delhi in early September. In

April, New Delhi released a full calendar of events

leading up to the summit, which included G20 and

Youth 20 meetings in Kashmir's Srinagar and in Leh, in

the neighboring region of Ladakh, in April and May.

Against this backdrop, Pakistan, which also lays claim

to Kashmir but is not a G20 member, accused India of

exploiting its membership of an important

intergovernmental forum to advance its “self-serving”

agenda [see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3]. China,

meanwhile, boycotted a G20 engagement meeting in

India’s eastern state of Arunachal Pradesh, a region

which Beijing claims as part of its South Tibet region.

Meanwhile, a former Jammu and Kashmir chief

minister claimed New Delhi had turned the region into

the equivalent of the Guantánamo Bay prison simply

to hold a meeting on tourism. She also accused Prime

Minister Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party of hijacking the

G20 for its promotional purposes.

Using a similar language, the United Nations’ special

rapporteur on minority issues, on May 15 said the G20

was “unwittingly providing a veneer of support to a

facade of normalcy” when human rights violations,

political persecution and illegal arrests were escalating

in Kashmir. He said the meeting risked normalizing

what some have described as a military occupation.

[The Citizen]

Quad countries meet on sidelines of Group of

Seven summit in Japan, call for stability in Indo-

Pacific region

(lm) The leaders of the four-nation Quadrilateral

Security Dialogue (Quad) - Australia, India, Japan and

the United States - met on the sidelines of the Group of

Seven summit in Hiroshima on May 20. Prior to the

meeting, US President Joe Biden had canceled his trip

to Sydney, scheduled for this week, saying he needed

to be in Washington for debt ceiling negotiations,

forcing the Quad talks to be shifted to Hiroshima. [Al

Jazeera]

The four leaders did not mention China by name, but

Beijing was clearly the target of language in a joint

statement confirming their commitment to the

common vision of a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific”.

Furthermore, the Quad members stressed the

grouping’s support for infrastructure improvements
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across the Asia-Pacific region, while saying, in another

apparent dig at China, that they wanted to assist such

investments but would “not impose unsustainable

debt burdens” on recipients of assistance. [The White

House]

The Quad leaders also said that an existing pilot

program for high-tech monitoring of illegal fishing

would be expanded. Moreover, the four politicians said

they are “deeply concerned” by repression in

Myanmar, and they condemned “North Korea’s

destabilising ballistic missile launches and pursuit of

nuclear weapons in violation of multiple UN Security

Council resolutions”. [The White House]

European Union to curb fuel imports made with

Russian oil, bloc’s foreign policy chief says

(lm) Josep Borrell, the European Union (EU)’s high

representative for foreign affairs and security policy,

has said that the bloc should crack down on the

importation of Indian petroleum products that use

Russian oil, as western nations move to tighten

sanctions on Moscow’s energy sector. In an interview

with the Financial Times on May 16, Borell said the EU

did not mind increased oil trade between Russia and

India but urged a crackdown on India reselling Russian

oil into Europe as refined fuel, including diesel.

[Financial Times]

India has become one of the biggest buyers of Russian

crude oil since Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine last

February, with crude imports jumping to USD 31 billion

during the twelve months to March from just USD 2.5

billion in the previous year. Furthermore, oil products

sales from India to Europe have surged over 70

percent to USD 15 billion in the past year, according to

data from the Indian commerce ministry, indicating

that anti-Russia restrictions are not watertight. [Al

Jazeera] [Reuters]

Borrell said he would raise the issue with India’s

foreign minister, S Jaishankar, at the then-upcoming

India-EU Trade and Technology Council meeting [see

AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3].

Sri Lanka should complete debt restructuring

by September, IMF reports

(ns) International Monetary Fund (IMF) delegation

expressed the opinion that the Island State will likely

complete its debt restructuring by September during
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its official trip to Sri Lanka on May 11–23. At the same

time, approximately, the IMF will finish its governance

diagnostic report. While IMF expects the Sri Lankan

economy to contract in 2023, it also predicts a growth

of 1.5% in 2024 in the given scenario. 

The IMF was accessing Sri Lankan success in revenue-

based fiscal consolidation, restoration of public debt

sustainability, policies for financial sector stability, and

structural reforms to address vulnerabilities akin to

corruption. The IMF Asia and Pacific Department

Director said at the press briefing that it is essential to

continue the reform momentum more broadly, under

firm ownership by the Sri Lankan authorities and

people. He also said that appropriate measures are

needed to mitigate the economic impact of the

reforms on the poor and vulnerable. [International

Monetary Fund], [Outlook], [AiR 20, May/2023, 3] 

China should play formal role in Sri Lanka’s

debt restructuring, United States say

(ns/lm) China should play a formal role in the creditor

committee set up by India, France, and Japan last

month, to facilitate Sri Lanka’s debt restructuring, a

United States official said on May 16. [Reuters] [Yahoo!]

In March, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

authorized a much-anticipated loan of about USD 3

billion, which could help the South Asian nation access

up to USD 7 billion more from other lenders such as

the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank [see

AiR No. 12, March/2023, 3]. Last month, then, Japan,

France, and India teamed up to  set up a common

framework for creditors to discuss and coordinate

restructuring Sri Lanka's debt.

China, Sri Lanka's largest bilateral lender, participated

as an observer at the island's first meeting of creditor

nations earlier in May, raising hope among

policymakers that Beijing will engage more in debt-

resolution talks for low- and middle-income countries.

The latest official data shows that Sri Lanka should pay

a total of USD 7.1 billion to its creditors, including USD

3 billion to China, USD 1.6 billion to India, and USD 2.4

to the so-called Paris Club of nations.

United Nations provides no solid

documentation of spending on Rohingya

refugees in Bangladesh
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(az) Bangladesh fails to fetch any proper

documentation of United Nations spending on the

Rohingya refugees in Bangladeshi territory. Refugee

Relief and Repatriation (RRR) commissioner

Mohammed Mizanur Rahman expresses his concerns

over the issue, as this creates much problem for the

government of Bangladesh to tackle the challenges of

Rohingya refugee crisis.

Although UN delegation claimed that the joint

response plans are shared with Bangladesh

government, the Bangladeshi side responded against

the claim saying that the plans are only shared with the

foreign ministries and they are inaccessible to the local

government agencies. This creates an intense problem

in development planning in the locality where the

Rohingya refugees are located. [Financial Express]

ASEAN-China Senior Officials' Meeting on the

Implementation of the Declaration on the

Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea

(dql) Vietnam hosted on May 17 the 20th ASEAN-China

Senior Officials' Meeting on the Implementation of the

Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South

China Sea. It was co-chaired by co-chaired by

Myanmar, coordinator of ASEAN-China ties, and China.

At the meeting the importance of maintaining peace,

stability, security, safety and freedom of navigation

and overflight in the South China Sea was highlighted,

along with respecting principles such as exercising self-

restraint, refraining from the use or threat to use force,

and peacefully settling disputes in line with

international law and the 1982 UNCLOS. [Viet Nam

News]

Dutch delegation arrives Bangladesh to gather

information about 1971 genocide committed by

Pakistan

(az) On May 20, a Dutch delegation arrived in

Bangladesh to investigate the genocide committed by

Pakistan army during the so-called Liberation War of

Bangladesh in 1971. The Dutch team will be assisted by

the European Bangladesh Forum (EBF) and genocide

scientists and analysts from Europe.To gather the

information, the delegation will be meeting victims,

witnesses, government officials, politicians,

researchers and genocide fields in major parts of the

country. [Hindustan Times]
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United States provides immediate post-cyclone

financial assistance to Bangladesh

(az) After Cyclone Mocha severely hits the southern

part of Bangladesh, the US has come forward with

financial assistance of USD 250,000. After the landfall,

the cyclone costed heavy damage to thousands of

lives, properties, and infrastructures. Not only locals

lives, but also the Rohingya refugees suffered, as

thousands of snaties in the refugee camps were

destroyed, and several important infrastructures

providing basic services were damaged. Bangladesh

also relies on help from the US, as severe natural

disasters regularly hit the poverty-stricken country.

[bdnews24]

Bangladesh, Cuba explore possibilities to

strengthen bilateral trading

(az) As Cuba and Bangladesh get closer through

bilateral relations, the North American country explore

further possibilities to strengthen its economic ties

with Bangladesh through trading. Cuba has also urged

Bangladesh to send a delegation to discuss the

probable ways.

After the Bangladesh High Commissioner to Canada

Dr. Khalilur Rahman, also the concurrent ambassador

to Cuba, met the Cuban Deputy Minister for Foreign

Trade and Investment, they exchanged their thoughts

on putting the ideas into effect. As Cuba is undergoing

major economic shifts and policies, it wants

Bangladesh to step up and invest in Cuba, as

Bangladesh is rich in exporting garments and leathers.

Bangladesh is also seeing opportunities of exporting

jute fibers to the Cuban market as the North American

country plans to open a couple of jute mills. [Financial

Express]

International reaction on ban main opposition

from Cambodian July elections

(ns) The Cambodian National Election Committee (NEC)

received substantial criticisms from international

observers and non-governmental organizations (NGOs)

for disqualifying the Candlelight Party (CP) from

contesting on July 23 national elections [see article in

this edition]. The Asian Network for Free Elections

(Anfel), ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights

(APHR), the European Union, and Australia issued
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statements condemning the decision of the

Cambodian NEC.

Anfel said that the disqualification of CP is unjust and

needs to account for the obstacles the party has

encountered during the 2017 elections. APHR criticized

the regime of Prime Minister Hun Sen for failure and

unwillingness to compete under democratic principles.

The EU issued a statement expressing concern over

shrinking space for the Cambodian citizens to choose

their representatives. The Australian Ambassador to

Cambodia expressed concerns from the authorities in

Canberra, citing the standards of multi-party

democracies. [EFE:]

The Cambodian Foreign Ministry dismissed the

criticisms. [Phnom Penh Post]  

On May 17, a Cambodian Member of the Australian

Parliament (MP) urged Australian officials to take

action against the Cambodian government. MP Tak

Mengheang suggested that appropriate measures can

influence the NEC to change their decision on the CP

application. He expressed concern that if the NEC's

decision gets consolidated, Cambodia will see a future

decline in democracy. [Radio Free Asia]

China-Japan: Defense ministers inaugurate

direct hotline

(ms) Chinese Defense Minister Li Shangfu and his

Japanese counterpart Yasukazu Hamada officially

opened the newly established maritime and air liaison

mechanism direct phone line between the two defense

ministries with a 20-minute phone call on May 16.

The hotline was established in late March after China's

President Xi Jinping and Japan's Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida agreed on it in November last year, and has

now been used officially for the first time. The

objective behind the new communication channel is to

"strengthen the capabilities of both sides to manage

and control maritime and air crises, and help further

maintain regional peace and stability," according to a

statement from the Chinese Ministry of Defense.

The need arises in part because of the Senkaku Island,

or Diaoyu, China, claimed by both sides, which comes

to, mostly led by the Chinese People's Liberation Army,

military maneuvers in the island's waters.

Furthermore, the PLA Navy repeatedly conducts

military exercises and patrols and flights around

Japanese territory, and the hotline is intended, among

other things, to ensure that such maneuvers do not
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escalate and that the defense ministries can

communicate directly with each other when necessary.

One such maneuver was the circumnavigation of

Japan's main island by a four-warship PLA Navy flotilla,

begun in late April and successfully completed on May

12. In addition to purely training reasons, the

maneuver also served as a reaction and criticism to

Kishida's comments about Taiwan [see AiR No. 20,

May/2023, 3].

The Chinese Foreign Ministry, on the day of the hotline

inauguration, renewed criticism of the Japanese leader

after he accused China and Russia of trying unilaterally

"to change the status quo by force" in preparation for

the G7 summit held in Japan. The Chinese side replied

to Kishida that "[i]f Japan truly opposes unilateral

changes to the status quo, one thing it can do is to

stop those within Japan trying to turn back the wheel

of history, draw serious lessons from the history of

Japan’s militarist aggression, recommit itself to the

post-war international order and adhere to the one-

China principle and the spirit of the four political

documents between China and Japan." [Anadolu

Agency] [Associated Press] [Chinese Foreign Ministry]

[Global Times] [Kyodo News]

China and Russia largest arms suppliers to

Myanmar

(ms) The UN Special Rapporteur on Myanmar reveals

in a report released on May 17 [see report] that

Myanmar is believed to have imported at least USD 1

billion worth of arms since the military coup in

February 2021 [see AiR No. 5, February/2021, 1; AiR

No. 6, February/2021, 2], with China, Russia and

entities from Singapore as the main exporters.

The USD 1 billion worth of arms, dual-use goods and

other military support products consisted of shipments

from entities from Russia worth USD 410 million, from

China worth USD 270 million, from Singapore worth

USD 255 million, from India worth USD 50 million and

from Thailand worth USD 30 million. The supplies are

the source of more than 90 percent of the newly

acquired military capabilities of the military junta led

by General Min Aung Hlaing and, according to the

report, are fundamentally responsible for the

continuation of the military conflicts within the country

that continue to this day.

The supplies include advanced weapons systems, raw

materials, production facilities for domestic weapons

production and spare parts for combat aircraft. The
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latter, in particular, is of particular importance to the

military's efforts to suppress insurgencies, as it uses

them to fly attacks on areas held by resistance forces

in the country.

The report particularly highlights that in addition to

private companies, as in the case of Thailand and

India, state-owned companies are in part behind the

deliveries from Russia and China. In Russia's case, the

Russian company Rosoboronexport, the direct

successor to the Soviet Union's state-owned arms

exporter, is responsible for about half of the exports.

China's exports are more divided among the various

players, including state-owned companies. It is also

likely that the actual value of goods exported by China

exceeds the $270 million figure, as Singapore,

according to the report, serves more as an agent

within a supply chain and the capital behind the goods

comes to a significant extent from China. 

The author of the report emphasizes in his

presentation that the exporters made the deliveries

despite clear knowledge of the "atrocious crimes of the

Myanmar military against the people of Myanmar".

This accusation is further reinforced by the visit of

Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang to Myanmar and

the meeting with General Min Aung Hlain in early May,

in which Qin asserted that China and Myanmar share a

close friendship and he urged the international

community to respect Myanmar's sovereignty. While

observers were cautious about this rhetoric, stressing

that it should not be interpreted as official recognition

of the junta government by China [see AiR No. 19,

May/2023, 2], it nevertheless signals an acceptance or

at least tolerance of the junta's actions by China. [CNN]

[Radio Free Asia] [UN Human Rights Office of the High

Commissioner]

China-Australia: End of suspension of Australian

timber imports

(ms) On May 18, the Chinese government ended its

near-total ban on imports of Australian timber that

had been in effect since 2020 and is resuming trade,

the Chinese ambassador to Australia announced.

By 2019, China was importing more than 90 percent of

the timber exported by Australia, but this trade came

to an end in 2020 after China imposed high tariffs and

complete import bans on various Australian products

in response to a motion co-sponsored by the

Australian government calling for an independent
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investigation into the causes of the COVID-19

pandemic.

However, after the 2022 elected government of

Australian Prime Minister Antohny Albanese came to

power, a slow rapprochement from both countries can

be seen and the current announced end to the import

ban is further evidence of this.

As recently as April, Australia suspended a complaint

to the World Trade Organization (WTO) about the high

tariffs imposed on Australian barley by the Chinese

government, also in the wake of China's 2020

retaliation, as the two countries work on an agreement

to end the strained relationship between the two

countries and the accompanying economic sanctions

[see AiR No. 16, April/2023, 3]. [ABC News] [Nikkei Asia]

[Reuters]

Netherlands "priority partner" for China within

the EU

(ms) Chinese Premier Li Qiang told Dutch Prime

Minister Mark Rutte in a phone call on May 16 that

China is willing to promote cooperation in various

fields between the two countries, as the Netherlands is

one of the "priority partners" for China within the EU.

The background for the special emphasis on the

Netherlands could be its role in the US-led sanctions

against China in the high advanced technology sector.

From 23 to 24 May, Dutch Foreign Minister Wopke

Hoekstra visited China and met with his Chinese

counterpart Qin Qang, it is assumed that this Dutch

participation in the sanctions against China will have

been the main content of the visit. According to

observers, however, it is very unlikely that Qin was able

to persuade the Dutch side to abandon this course

during the meeting. [Reuters] [South China Morning

Post]

Foreign Ministers of China and Sierra Leone

meet in Beijing

(ms) Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang welcomed his

counterpart from Sierra Leone David J. Francis in the

Chinese capital Beijing on May 16.

Both parties pledged a closer relationship between the

two countries, and Francis advocated intensifying

cooperation "in areas such as trade, investment,

agriculture and infrastructure for the benefit of the
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peoples of the two countries." [CGTN] [Chinese Foreign

Ministry]

India’s Prime Minister Modi visits Papua New

Guinea, hosts leaders at India-Pacific Islands

cooperation forum

(lm) India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi traveled to

Papua New Guinea (PNG) on May 21 to host the third

Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC),

which brings together leaders and top officials from

New Delhi and 14 Pacific island nations. Modi’s visit to

Port Moresby marked the second leg of a three-nation

tour during which he first attended the Group of Seven

(G7) summit in Japan and then went to Australia.

Modi told the attendees at the FIPIC summit – held

eight years after New Delhi hosted the last one in 2015

– that his country would be a reliable development

partner to small island states, and was committed to a

"free, open and inclusive Indo Pacific”. The leaders of

the four-nation Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad)

- Australia, India, Japan and the United States - had

agreed to increase cooperation with Pacific Island

countries while meeting on the sidelines of the G7

summit in the Japanese city of Hiroshima last week, he

added.

Earlier on May 22, Modi held separate talks with his

PNG counterpart James Marape, who lauded the

Indian premier as the leader of the “Global South” –

nations in Asia, Latin America, Africa and the Pacific

that are classified by the World Bank as low or middle

income – and said India could be the “big third voice”

for them in forums such as the G7 and Group of

Twenty. Modi also met with the island nation's

Governor-General Bob Dadae and stressed the

importance of strengthening the partnership between

the two countries across multiple sectors. [The Hindu]

The Indian premier also held a bilateral meeting with

the leader of the Solomon Islands, a country that has

been courted by China: last year Beijing signed a

security deal with the island nation and in March it won

a contract to redevelop the port in its capital city,

Honiara [see AiR No. 17, April/2022, 4].

Crucially, Modi’s visit to PNG coincided with a visit by

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, a last-minute

substitution for US President Joe Biden, who cut short

his Asia-Pacific trip after the G7 summit to return to

Washington. Blinken held separate talks with Pacific

leaders, and signed defense co-operation and
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maritime surveillance agreements with PNG. [ABC

News] [Reuters] [Voice of America]

Indian Prime Minister Modi visits Australia

despite canceled Quad meeting

(lm) India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in

Australia on May 22 for talks with his Australian

counterpart Anthony Albanese and other high-level

politicians on defense, trade and green energy. During

his visit, Modi also held a round table with about 20

corporate chiefs of major companies and industry

groups, and addressed a sold-out rally of 20,000

members of the Indian diaspora.

The two prime ministers were expected to build on the

pillars outlined in the communiqué issued after their

first annual leaders’ summit in New Delhi in March [see

AiR No. 11, March/2023, 2]. In particular, this included

expediting talks on a full-fledged Comprehensive

Economic Cooperation Agreement, as well defense

cooperation, as Canberra prepares to host India’s

flagship naval war games, Exercise Malabar, off the

West Australian coast later this year for the first time.

Meanwhile, human rights activists and organizations

are using Modi’s visit to file a submission to Australia’s

Foreign Minister Penny Wong, calling for Canberra to

sanction three Indians — including close Modi ally and

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath — to be

sanctioned for human rights abuses. Furthermore,

Indian Muslim community groups have declared they

do not welcome Modi's visit, and are pushing for

Australian Prime Minister Albanese to press his Indian

counterpart on human rights violations against

minority groups in the South Asian nation. [ABC News]

[Bloomberg] [Reuters] [The Guardian] [Financial

Review]

India, United States discuss co-production of jet

engines, long-range artillery, infantry vehicles

(lm) India and the United States are discussing the

possibility of co-producing jet engines, long-range

artillery and infantry vehicles under the Initiative on

Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET) announced

earlier this year, with some high-technology initiatives

expected to be announced during Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s upcoming visit to Washington next

month.
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In the run up to the visit, these issues were discussed

at the 17th meeting of India-US Defence Policy Group

(DPG) chaired by India’s Defence Secretary Giridhar

Aramane and the US Under Secretary of Defence for

Policy, Colin Kahl, in Washington on May 17. [The

Hindu]

India, United Kingdom leaders meet on the

sidelines of G7 summit in Japan

(lm) At a meeting between Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and his British counterpart Rishi Sunak

on the sidelines of the Group of Seven summit in

Hiroshima, Japan, the two sides discussed progress on

reaching a free trade deal. [The Hindu]

Talks on a post-Brexit free trade agreement - first

under Britain’s former Prime Ministers Boris Johnson

and Liz Truss – sought to conclude by the end of last

October, but negotiations were derailed by comments

made by British home secretary Suella Braverman

about Indians overstaying their UK visas [see AiR No.

41, October/2022, 2]. In January, then, a further

setback for UK-India relations came in the form of a

critical BBC documentary that scrutinizes Prime

Minister Modi’s role during inter-communal riots in the

western Indian state of Gujarat in 2002 [see AiR No. 5,

January/2023, 5].

In April, then, reports emerged that New Delhi had

halted the negotiations in response to a perceived lack

of action from Downing Street following protests by

pro-Khalistan extremists at India’s embassy in London

[see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]. Later the same month,

the two countries concluded the ninth round of free

trade talks.

In related developments, Britain’s chief negotiator,

Harjinder Kang, was appointed the Kingdom’s new

Trade Commissioner for South Asia and Deputy High

Commissioner for Western India earlier this month.

Indonesia and Iran sign trade agreement

(ys) Indonesia and Iran have undergone several rounds

of talks regarding trade deals and have concluded the

final stage of negotiations. The Ministry of Trade said

that Indonesia and Iran will sign the Indonesia-Iran

Preferential Trade Agreement (II-PTA) during a visit of

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi to Jakarta between

May 22 and 24. 
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The ministry said Indonesia and Iran had also

concluded negotiations on an article related to

countertrade, which allows the two countries to pay for

goods and services from the other side in kind rather

than settling transactions with money. This would

allow trade between the two to continue despite

possible difficulties in securing currency commonly

used in international trade, such as US dollars. 

Iran is not a traditional trading partner of Indonesia

and this is an attempt by the Indonesian government

to diversify its trading partners in order to reduce

reliance on traditional trade partners. 

The trade value between the two countries increased

by more than 23 percent last year, amounting to USD

257,2 million. Motorcycles, vehicle parts, fatty acid

industrial monocarboxylic and wood fiber are among

the main goods shipped from Indonesia to Iran.

Meanwhile, major Iranian shipments to Indonesia

include dates and grapes, carbonates and vegetable

alkaloids, among many other products. [The Jakarta

Post]

Indonesia: President Jokowi calls for on G7

commitment on climate pledges

(ys) During the session on climate, energy and

environment at the Group of Seven (G7) Summit in

Hiroshima, Japan, President Joko Widodo  called on the

G7 leaders to follow through on their climate pledges

made during the G20 Summit in Bali last year.

 The president stressed the need to combat the

climate issues together and that each country should

be transparent in its approach. He stated that climate

funding in the form of debt would not help developing

countries but only become a burden-shifting. 

Indonesia itself has implemented concrete actions to

address the issue, such as successfully reducing

deforestation as well as increasing its target of

emission reduction by 31.89 percent through its own

resources and capabilities and 43.2 percent with

international support, the president said. [Antara

News] [The Jakarta Post]

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida’s bilateral talks

with G7 summit leaders

(dql) Ahead of and on the sidelines of the G7 summit,

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida held various

bilateral talks. 
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Meeting with French President Emmanuel Macron, the

two leaders discussed ways to advance cooperation in

areas such as cyber and space, and to boost economic

cooperation in the start-up sectors in civil nuclear

energy. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1]

Ahead of the meeting, Japan and France concluded a

nuclear cooperation agreement under which both

sides are committed to deepen and accelerate

cooperation in next-generation nuclear technology,

including sodium-cooled fast reactors. In addition, they

agreed to sustain efforts to ensure the safe

prolongation of current reactors. [Anadolu Agency]

At the G7 summit, Kishida also met with German

Chancellor Olaf Scholz. Both leaders agreed to further

advancing bilateral cooperations, especially in

economic security. Kishida further requested

Germany’s support in efforts to lift  measures

restricting imports of Japanese food products put in

place by the European Union. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Japan 2]

In a further meeting, Kishida and his Canadian

counterpart Justin Trudeau agreed to close

cooperation on the Comprehensive and Progressive

Agreement for the Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) of

which both countries are members. They also agreed

to speed up cooperation on battery supply chain and

industrial science and technology, as well as the start

of official negotiations on a treaty on mutual legal

assistance in criminal matters. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Japan 3] [NHK]

In his talk with Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni a

day ahead of the summit the two leaders discussed

ways to increase concrete cooperation in the security

and defense sector through the Political-Military

Dialogue and other channels. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Japan 4] 

On the same day, Kishida held a meeting with US

President Joe Biden during which they reaffirmed close

US-Japan relations in the face of China’s growing

military and economic ambitions, as well as Russia’s

ongoing war in Ukraine. They also agreed on the

importance of  trilateral cooperation between Japan,

the U.S., and South Korea to achieve North Korea’s

complete denuclearization. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Japan 5] [CNN]

Meeting with Indonesian President Joko Widodo on the

second summit day, Kishida expressed his hope to

advance bilateral cooperation in the “Asia Zero

Emission Community (AZEC)” initiative, in response to

which Joko presented various concrete cooperation in
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the fields of decarbonisation and energy transition.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs,  Japan 6]

Indonesia was among those countries invited by

Kishida to attend the summit. The other countries

included Australia, Brazil, Comoros, Cook Islands,

India, South Korea and Vietnam. 

In his meeting with Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of

India, which unlike Japan has so far not condemned

Russia for its war in Ukraine, Kishida stressed the

“importance of upholding the principles of the UN

Charter including sovereignty and territorial integrity,”

and “that unilateral change of the status quo by force

must not be tolerated anywhere in the world.” With

regards to bilateral relations, the two prime ministers

agreed to deepen cooperation in various fields,

including trade, economy and culture as well as

expanding people-to-people exchanges through

increasing the number of international students.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 7] [NDTV]

Meanwhile Kishida and Brazilian President Luiz Inacio

Lula da Silva discussed ways to deepen bilateral

cooperation in the economic field emphasizing that the

public and private sectors would work together to take

trade and investment ties to an even higher level. They

agreed to work together to combat climate change.

Kishida, further, announced that Japan will soon realize

a loan worth about USD 220 million to support the

healthcare and other sectors of Brazil. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Japan 8] [Merco Press]

During the meeting between Kishida and South Korean

President Yoon Suk-yeol, their third meeting within two

months, the two leaders reaffirmed the importance of

close cooperation between Japan and South Korea as

well as between Japan, South Korea and the US in

dealing with issues regarding North Korea. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Japan 9]

The talk between the Japanese Prime Minister and his

Vietnamese counterpart Pham Minh Chinh focused on

deepening cooperation in investment, infrastructure,

digital and human resource development. The two

leaders also witnessed the conclusion of three

witnessed the signing of three Official Development

Assistance projects with a total value of USD 500

million. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 10] [VN

Express]

In his meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy, Kishida announced that Japan intends to

provide around 100 Self-Defense Force vehicles and

about 30,000 emergency rations to Ukraine, based on

the request from the Ukrainian side. He also
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reaffirmed his country’s strong support for Ukraine’s

recovery and reconstruction through the joint efforts

of the Japanese public and private sectors. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Japan, 11]

Japan-UK: Ties to be strengthened in multiple

areas under “Hiroshima Accord”

(dql) Ahead of the G7 summit [see entry above],

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and British

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak agreed on the so-called

“Hiroshima Accord”,  new global strategic partnership,

during a meeting on May 18.

Aimed at cementing bilateral ties, the accor covers -

among others - a doubling of the number of British

troops in the joint Japan-based “Vigilant Isles” military

exercise, the deployment of a U.K. aircraft carrier to

the Indo-Pacific again in 2025 after 2021, and

promoting cooperation on semiconductors and cyber-

security. 

The accord also clearly identifies threats posed by

China, North Korea and Russia the accord seeks to

counter and reaffirms both countries' commitment to

maintaining “peace and stability across the Taiwan

Strait as an indispensable element in the security and

prosperity of the international community.”

[Government, UK] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

[Nikkei Asia] [Kyodo News]

Malaysia, United Arab Emirates agree to launch

bilateral trade deal negotiations

(ldm/lm) Malaysia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)

have agreed to negotiate a Comprehensive Economic

Partnership Agreement (CEPA), the two countries said

on May 23 during a high-level delegation visit by the

UAE to Malaysia led by the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi

Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed Al Nahyan. [Reuters] [Gulf

News]

The UAE’s CEPA with Malaysia, the fourth largest

economy in the Southeast Asian region, comes as part

of its plans to expand its network of trade partners

with strategically important markets; so far, it has

signed four CEPAs with India, Israel, Indonesia and

Turkey and had previously said it wants to sign around

26.

On May 22, Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed held talks

with Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim in Kuala
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Lumpur. The two leaders reviewed ways to bolster ties

between their countries in various key sectors such as

healthcare services, clean energy, infrastructure and

transport projects.

World Economic Forum sets up Malaysia center

for fourth Industrial Revolution

(ldm) The Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution in

Malaysia (C4IR) has been launched as a collaboration

between the Southeast Asian nation’s economy

ministry and the World Economic Forum (WEF). It is the

first of its kind in the Asia-Pacific region and the 19th

globally for WEF.

The center aims to transform Malaysia into a digitally-

driven, high-income nation, a regional leader in the

digital economy and an ecosystem to boost domestic

direct investment (DDI). It will focus on achieving

various performance indicators by 2030, such as

increasing Malaysia's Wellbeing Index, improving

productivity, and ranking high in the Environmental

Performance Index. [FMT] [Malay Mail] [The Star]

China, Malaysia to strengthen bilateral

relations

(ldm/jl/lm) Malaysia’s Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim

held a meeting with China’s 14th National People’s

Congress (NPC) Standing Committee Chairman Zhao

during the latter’s three day visit to Malaysia. The

meeting took place in Perdana Putra where both

leaders agreed on the importance of high-level visits to

strengthen their strategic partnership. Both countries

will look to further their cooperation under Beijing’s

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), including projects like the

Twin Parks initiative, and East Coast Rail Link (ECRL),

and Automotive Hi-Tech Valley (AHTV). [Malay Mail]

In related developments, Malaysia’s southern Melaka

state is set to receive USD 770 million in investments

through seven projects developed in collaboration with

Cheng Ho International Trade and Cultural City Centre

Sdn Bhd and Chinese investors. The projects, including

the 88-storey Asean-China Tower at the Melaka

Waterfront Economic Zone, aim to strengthen bilateral

relations with China.

Other projects include the Asean-China Made Products

Outlet and Exhibition Centre, Asean-China

International Grand Bazaar, Malaysia-China Metaverse

Database Centre, High-Level Professional Training
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Base, Health E-Atomisation Industrial Park, Asean

Health E-Atomisation Forum, and Asean Cup 2023

International Regatta Competition. [FMT] [Malay Mail]

[NST]

Mongolia-Slovenia: Foreign Ministers meet to

discuss deepening of ties

(dql) Mongolian Minister of Foreign Affairs B.

Battsetseg held talks with her Slovenian counterpart

on May 15 to discuss bilateral relations and

cooperation and other regional and international

issues.

During the meeting, the two ministers agreed on

deepening relations between governments and private

sectors, and widening cooperation to other domains to

include forest management, artificial intelligence, and

information technology. [Montsame]

The meeting was part of Battsatseg’s visit to Slovenia

during which she also met with Slovenian President

Natasa Pirc Musar and President of the Slovenian

Parliament Urska Klakocar Zupancic.

Mongolia receives USAID fund for energy

transition project

(dql) On May 17, the United States Agency for

International Development (USAID) launched the

Mongolia Energy Research and Innovation (MERI) Fund.

The grant program is part of USAID’s five-year, USD 12

million Mongolia Energy Governance project, which is

assisting Mongolia in developing a more resilient and

sustainable energy sector, the fund is a grants

program aimed at bolstering Mongolia’s economic

growth by facilitating the transition to clean energy.

[US Embassy Mongolia]

North Korea steals Japan more than USD 700

million in cryptocurrencies assets

(dql) According to findings of UK-based compliance

company Elliptic, known for its blockchain analysis tool

that provides cryptocurrency exchanges and financial

services with anti-money laundering software, North

Korea is targeting Japanese cryptocurrency assets

through cyber-attacks, with hacker groups affiliated
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with Pyongyang North Korea having stolen USD 721

million from Japan from 2017-2022.

The amount accounts for 30 percent of the total of

USD 2.3 billion of losses in cryptocurrency from

businesses, with Vietnam (USD 540 million), the U.S.

(USD 497 million) and Hong Kong (USD 281 million)

following behind Japan. [Nikkei Asia]

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia sign ‘Road to Makkah’

agreement

(tj) Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have signed an

agreement under which the Hajj and Umrah pilgrims of

Pakistan will be provided immigration facilities and will

be exempted from the process at Saudi airports.

Pakistan’s Minister for Interior Rana Sanaullah and

Saudi Deputy Interior Minister signed the agreement

while Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Saudi

Ambassador in Islamabad Nawaf bin Said Al-Malki

witnessed the ceremony. [The Express Tribune]

Iran urges Pakistan to boost border security

after deadly attack on wells

(lm)  Iran claimed on May 21 that Islamist militants who

had stormed natural gas and oil production facilities in

northwest Pakistan earlier last week, killing four police

and two private guards, were trying to infiltrate the

country and called on Islamabad to boost the security

along the common border.

Police said the militants targeted two wells with heavy

weapons, including rocket-propelled grenades. There

were no immediate claims of responsibility, and

Iranian officials did not blame the incident on any

group. [Reuters] [Voice of America]

Philippines to receive surveillance drones from

Australia

(dql) Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong

announced on May 18 that Australia will provide

surveillance drones and other high-tech gear to the

Philippine Coast Guard. Furthermore, Canberra will

also launch  capacity-building exercises for the

Philippine Coast Guard. She also said that her Ministry

is also considering whether to participate in joint

patrols in the disputed South China Sea. 
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Wong made the announcement during talks held in

Manila with Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo.

[The Defense Post] 

Meanhwile, the Philippine Army and the Australian

Defense Force kicked off  the joint “Exercise Kasangga”

on May 15, involving around 200 troops from the

Philippines and 50 from Australia. The focus is on

urban operations, combat tracking, jungle warfare and

survival training, and intelligence, surveillance and

reconnaissance operations.

The drills will run until June 23. [The Manila Times]

Philippines-Sweden: Call for resumption of FTA

talks

(dql) Swedish Foreign Trade Minister Johan Forssell has

urged the Philippines and the European Union to

resume talks on a bilateral free trade agreement (FTA).

Forsell made this remark during his two-day visit to the

Philippines on May 18 and 19.

Exploratory talks on bilateral FTA had been launched a

decade ago, with two rounds of negotiations held in

Brussels in 2016 and in Cebu in 2017. Since then talks

have been halted. [The Manila Times]

Philippines-China: President Marcos rejects call

for revocation of  franchise of power

transmission service provider partly owned by

Chinese state-owned company

(dql) President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has announced

that he is not planning to revoke the franchise of the

National Grid Corp. of the Philippines (NGCP),

dismissing security concerns of lawmakers over the

Chinese ownership of the entity.

State Grid Corp. of China, a business entity owned by

the Chinese government, owns 40 percent of NGCP. 60

percent is owned by a group of Filipino businessmen.

In 2009, it started operations as a power transmission

service provider based on a congressionally granted

50-year franchise. [The Manila Times]

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee visits Kenya,

South Africa

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-jij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-jit/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-jii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-jid/


(sfa/lm) Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong

has completed working visits to South Africa and Kenya

between May 14-19.

On May 16, Lee met with South African President Cyril

Ramaphosa and witnessed the signing of two

memorandums of understanding in the areas of

information and communications technology (ICT), and

human capital development. During his visit to Cape

Town, Lee also met with Singaporeans there who

managed to leverage on the business opportunities of

the country. [Channel News Asia] [The Straits Times 1] 

On May 18, then, Prime Minister Lee witnessed the

signing of three MoU in the fields ICT, climate change,

and skills development during bilateral talks held with

Kenyan President William Ruto in the African nation’s

capital Nairobi. The two leaders also agreed to bring

into force a bilateral investment treaty and an

avoidance of double taxation agreement that had been

signed in 2018, paving the way for greater trade and

investment activity between their countries. [The

Manila Times] [The Straits Times 2]

South Korean President attends G7 summit

(dql) South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol attended

last week’s G7 summit as an invited guest. During the

session on global food security, health, sustainable

development and gender equality he promised to

provide additional USD 24 million in contributions from

South Korea to the Coalition for Epidemic

Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) to support

combatting of infectious diseases and also to increase

two-fold South Korea’s annual aid through the United

Nations World Food Program (WFP), raising assistance

from 50,000 tons of grain to 100,000 tons. 

He further announced that his country will increase

efforts to increase rice production capacity in seven

African countries. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea-Germany: Defense cooperation

agreement to be signed

(dql) South Korea and Germany are set to conclude an

agreement to boost defense cooperation as

announced by South Korea President Yoon Suk-yeol on

May 21. The agreement seeks to protect military

secrets and help smoothly operate the defense

industry supply chain.
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The President made the announcement during the visit

of German Chancellor Olaf Scholz to South Korea

following his attendance at the G7 summit in Japan. It

was the first visit of a German Chancellor to the East

Asian country in three decades. .

During their meeting, both leaders vowed to expand

cooperation in building stable industrial supply chains

and addressing the challenges posed by North Korea.

[DW] [AP News]

South Korea-Canada: Deepening cooperation 

(dql) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau have agreed to

deepen cooperation between their countries in a wide

range of areas and issues, including Korean Peninsula

and regional issues, security, economy, cultural and

people-to-people exchanges, science and technology

and climate change.  

The agreement was reached during a meeting of the

two leaders on May 17 in Seoul. The meeting was part

of Trudeau’s visit to South Korea which included an

address in the parliament in which he reaffirmed

Canada’s readiness to deepen bilateral cooperation

between the two countries. 

Yoon and Trudeau also signed a memorandum of

understanding (MOU) on cooperation in critical

mineral supply chains, aimed at further cooperation

toward strengthening and securing supply chains for

clean energy and critical minerals between the two

countries to support the development of clean

technologies to power sustainable economic growth.

[Korea JoongAng Daily] [CBC]

Ahead of the meeting, the two countries held an

inaugural high-level economic security dialogue on

May 16 during which pending economic issues were

discussed as well as ways to strengthen cooperation in

various areas, including the supply chains of critical

minerals and semiconductors. 

Yoon and Trudeau had agreed on the establishment of

the high-level dialogue during their last summit in

Canada September last year. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea-Ukraine: Extension of Seoul’s

humanitarian support discussed
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(dql)  In a meeting between South Korean Foreign

Minister Park Jin and Ukrainian first lady Olena

Zelenska in Seoul on May 17, the two sides discussed

the extension of humanitarian support for Ukraine and

explored ways to cooperate in the post-war

reconstruction of the country. 

Zelenska visited Seoul in her capacity as a special

envoy of her husband, Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy. She requested in particular South Korea’s

assistance in  mine-removing operations. [Yonhap

News Agency]

Sri Lanka, India defense, commerce authorities

meet to boost bilateral ties

(ns) On May 16, Sri Lanka welcomed in its Trincomalee

harbor the Indian Naval Ship Batti Malv. The ship

arrived to promote cooperation between the state

navies and remained in Sri Lanka for two days. The

Commanding Officer of the maritime vehicle met the

Commander of the Eastern Naval Area and

Commandant Volunteer Naval Force at the Eastern

Naval Command Headquarters. Sri Lankan Navy

prepared multiple programs for Indian crew to attend

while in the state. The Indian Batti Malv crew engaged

in a Passage Exercise (PASSSEX) with the Sri Lankan

ship before departing from the island waters. [Dev

Discourse 1],

Concurrently, Sri Lankan High Commissioner to India

had an interactive session with the Trade

Commissioners and Commercial diplomats based in

New Delhi. There were representatives from Austria,

Belgium, Denmark, Chile, Finland, Hungary, Mexico,

Norway, Poland, Spain, and Sweden. The high

commissioner informed the counterparts of planned

economic integration with India. Then the parties

discussed ways to enhance trade and economic

relations. [Dev Discourse 2]

Sri Lanka summons Canadian envoy over ‘Tamil

Genocide Remembrance Day’

(ns/lm) Sri Lanka has summoned the Canadian High

Commissioner in Colombo to register a strong protest

over the “Tamil Genocide Remembrance Day” which

was observed on May 18 by the North American nation

to reflect on the tens of thousands of Tamils who lost

their lives during the Sri Lankan Civil War. [Market

Watch] [Colombo Page]

The Tamil Genocide Remembrance Day puts particular

emphasis on the final months of the war in 2009,
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during which Sri Lankan forces are believed to have

committed a series of grave human rights abuses,

including the killing of captives or combatants seeking

surrender, and the abduction and in some cases

murder of Tamil civilians. Furthermore, the army

deliberately shelled designated “No Fire Zones”.

Against this backdrop, the Permanent Peoples'

Tribunal, an international human rights organization

founded in 1979 as a direct continuation of the

experience of the Russell Tribunal with Latin American

dictatorships,  unanimously ruled Sri Lanka guilty of

the crime of genocide against the Tamil people, while

the United States and United Kingdom were found to

be guilty of complicity to this crime.

Taiwan-US: House committee passes bill in

support of Taipei’s participation on

international organizations

(dql) The US House of Representatives Foreign Affairs

Committee adopted on May 16 the Taiwan

International Solidarity Act.

The bill seeks to counter Chinese interference in

Taiwan's participation in international organizations,

highlighting that 1971 United Nations General

Assembly Resolution 2758 that recognizes the People's

Republic of China as “the only legitimate representative

of China to the United Nations,” only deals with the

issue of China's representation and does not involve

Taiwan's participation in the UN and related

organizations. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan-US: Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin

confirms fast-tracked delivery of security aid 

(dql)  US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin stated on

May 16 said "significant" security aid will be provided

from the US to Taiwan soon by making use of the

presidential drawdown authority (PDA), which allows

for the speedy delivery of defense articles and services

from Department of Defense stocks to foreign

countries and international organizations to respond

to unforeseen emergencies. This fast-track authority

has been used for Ukraine.

USD 1 billion has been allocated to Taiwan through the

use of the PDA under the National Defense

Authorization Act (NDAA) for fiscal year 2023. [Taiwan

News]
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United States to continue waiving tariffs on

solar panel manufacturing from four ASEAN

nations

(aj) United States President Joe Biden has vetoed a

legislation passed by the US Congress that would

repeal exemptions on American tariffs on imported

solar panels from Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, and

Vietnam, which currently make up for 80 percent of

Washington’s solar panel supplies. 

To tackle climate change and lower carbon emissions,

Biden granted these four ASEAN countries a tariff

exemption on their solar panels in June 2022 for two

years to bridge US domestic manufacturing targets as

the country develops its own capacity to produce the

panels. The US Congress was looking to end the

exemptions before the two-year date.

Last year, the US Department of Commerce found that

Chinese manufacturers of solar panels were exploiting

a trade loophole to avoid US tariffs on their goods by

finishing the products in the aforementioned ASEAN

countries. President Biden asserted that the waiver will

not extend after its expiration. [The Edge Malaysia]

TSRI, World Bank partner to strengthen

innovation policies in Thailand

(aj) The World Bank is partnering with Thailand

Science, Research, and Innovation (TSRI) to assist the

Southeast Asian nation in building its capacity for

implementing policies that encourage innovation and

the adoption of new technologies, especially those that

promote green technology to combat climate change.

TSRI is an independent agency under the Thai

education ministry that handles the academic work

and administration of science research.

In its review of Thailand’s landscape for innovation, the

World Bank reports that the country has a shortage of

technical workers, inefficiency among agency-to-

agency cooperation slows down innovation policies,

there are weak linkages between firms and research

centers, and venture capital is often a problem for

cultivating a start-up culture. As a partner, the World

Bank will provide Thailand with advisory and analytical

servers, as well as assist in policy implementation.

[Devdiscorse]
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United States rejects Thailand’s bid for F-35

fighter jets, sources claim

(aj) The U.S. Department of Defense has unofficially

rejected Thailand’s bid to buy a fleet of its F-35 stealth

jets, according to a source from the Royal Thai Air

Force familiar with the developments. According to the

source, Washington cited Bangkok’s lack of sufficient

infrastructure and facilities to house, maintain, and use

the jets as the reason for declining the bid at this time

and will reconsider the offer in the next five to ten

years.

The Pentagon’s stance was allegedly conveyed through

US Ambassador to Thailand, Robert Godec, who also

added that, instead of F-35s, the US is offering Thailand

F-16 Block 70s and F-15 Eagle Fighters for now. 

Analysts of Thai-American military relations note that

the US may be hesitant to sell F-35s to Thailand due to

the latter’s deepening of relations with China [see AiR

No. 11, March/2023, 2]. [Bangkok Post]

Vietnam-China: Hanoi criticizes Chinese

activities in South China Sea

(dql) Vietnam has criticized China for recent activities in

the disputed waters of the South China Sea,

demanding Beijing to respect Vietnam’s sovereignty

and international law. 

The criticism refers to reports about recent encounters

between Chinese and Vietnamese vessels after a

Chinese research ship entered Hanoi's exclusive

economic zone (EEZ) to conduct a survey. Furthermore,

China opened in April a hotpot restaurant on Woody

Island, the largest of the Paracel islands in the South

China Sea [see AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1][Hanoi TImes]

Vietnam-Philippines: Meeting of Joint

Permanent Working Group on Maritime and

Ocean Concerns held

(dql) Vietnam and the Philippines held the 10th

meeting of the Joint Permanent Working Group on

Maritime and Ocean Concerns on May 15-16.

The meeting reviewed the implementation of

cooperation agreements concluded the 9th meeting in

November 2021 and confirmed bilateral cooperation in

areas such as maritime security, fisheries, marine

scientific research, environmental protection,

hydrometeorology have been advanced.  
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Both sides agreed to further strengthen bilateral

maritime cooperation. They also shared concerns over

recent unilateral actions in violation of sovereignty,

sovereign rights, and jurisdiction of coastal states

enshrined in the 1982 United Nations Convention on

the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam-Cuba: Security cooperation to be

deepened

(dql) On May 15, Vietnamese Minister of Public Security

Gen. To Lam and  Cuban Minister of the Interior Lázaro

Alberto Álvarez Casas held a meeting in Hanoi during

which the two sides agreed on enhancing exchange of

experience and security equipment.They also agreed

to expand capacity building for security officers,

especially in protection techniques such as detection

and prevention of terrorist plots. Furthermore, they

reaffirmed their intention to cooperate in research and

production of drugs, vaccines, and biological products.

[Viet Nam News]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

24 May 2023 @ 10:00 am – 12:30 p.m. (GMT-4),

Wilson Center, USA

The Belt and Road's Impact on Partner States

This hybrid event will explore the impact of China's

development promotion and foreign aid policies on

partner states and exporting China's modes of law and

governance.
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For more information, see [Wilson Center].

25 May 2023 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

The U.S. Role in Indo-Pacific Security

This webcast features a conversation with Ely Ratner,

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Indo-Pacific Security

Affairs, and Siddharth Mohandas, Deputy Assistant

Secretary of Defense for East Asia, about the outlook

for security in the Indo-Pacific in the coming months

and the new initiatives one can expect from the United

States

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

30 May 2023 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS – Yusof

Ishak Institute, Singapore

Indonesia’s Digital Trends: A Cause for Concern?

Indonesia’s digital economy sector experienced a two-

year boom during the Covid-19 period but has slowed

down noticeably recently. As the economy continues to

open up in 2023, market behaviour in terms of digital

services utilization is changing. Against this backdrop,

this webinar will discuss the future prospects and

outlook of Indonesia’s digital sector.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

Recent book releases

Serhii Plokhy, The Russo-Ukrainian War: The Return

of History, W. W. Norton, 400 pages, published May 16,

2023. For a review, see [The Guardian].

 Keyu Jin, The New China Playbook: Beyond Socialism

and Capitalism, Viking, 368 pages, May 16, 2023, with a

review in [Asian Review of Books].

Samuel Earle, Tory Nation: How one party took over,

Simon & Schuster, 304 pages, published May 4, 2023. A

review of the book is available at [The Guardian].

Tim Vorley, Syahirah Abdul Rahman, Lauren

Tuckerman, and Phil Wallace (eds.), How to Engage

Policy Makers with Your Research: The Art of Informing

and Impacting Policy, Edward Elgar Publishing, 288

pages, published on July 22, 2022, reviewed in [LSE].
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Tyler Bradway, Elizabeth Freeman, Queer Kinship:

Race, Sex, Belonging, Form, Duke University Press, 360

pages, published August 19, 2022. The book is

reviewed in [LSE].

Calls

The Institute of Religious Studies at Complutense

University Madrid invites paper proposals for its

hybrid 14th International Conference on Religion and

Spirituality in Society “Spaces, Movement, Time:

Religions at Rest and in Movement,” to be held on May

23-24, 2024. Abstract submission deadline is April 23,

2024. For more information, see [Religion in Society].

The conveners of the international workshop “The

Cultural Techniques of Law,” to be held on January 17-

19, 2024 at Helsinki University invite paper proposals.

The closing date for abstract submission is June 16,

2023. Details are available at [Panu Minkkinen].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)

invites paper proposals for its 2024 ESIL Research

Forum on “Revisiting Interactions between Legal

Orders,” to be held on April 18-19, 2024 in Nicosia,

Cyprus. Abstract submission deadline is September 30,

2023. For more information, see [ESIL].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a National Security Assistant to be

based in Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until

June 5, 2023. More information is provided at [UNDP]

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Procurement Assistant to be based

in Iran. Applications are accepted until May 29, 2023.

More information is provided at [UNDP]

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Chauffeur to be based in Yaounde.

Applications are accepted until June 5, 2023. More

information is provided at [UNDP]

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Regional Project Associate to be

based in Turkmenistan. Applications are accepted until

June 6, 2023. More information is provided at [UNDP]

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a National Advisor on Local Recovery

and Sustainable Development to be based in Ukraine.
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Applications are accepted until June 3, 2023. More

information is provided at [UNDP]

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a South-South Team Intern to be

based in Beijing, China. Applications are accepted until

June 5, 2023. More information is provided at [UNDP]

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an

Operational Information Management Officer to be

based in Italy. Applications are accepted until June 5,

2023. More information is provided at [WFP]

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an IT

Solution Associate G6, to be based in Damascus,

Syria. Applications are accepted until June 5, 2023.

More information is provided at [WFP]

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Logistics

Officer, to be based in Madagascar. Applications are

accepted until June 6, 2023. More information is

provided at [WFP]

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Policy Officer, to be based in Cox's

Bazar, Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until

June 4, 2023. More information is provided at [WFP]

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Associate for Cooperating Partners

Management, to be based in Egypt. Applications are

accepted until June 5, 2023. More information is

provided at [WFP]

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Statistics & Monitoring Specialist, to be based in

Kathmandu, Nepal. Applications are accepted until

June 1, 2023. More information is provided at [UNICEF]

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Health Officer, to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until June 4, 2023. More

information is provided at [UNICEF]

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

an Administrative Associate, to be based in

Monrovia, Liberia. Applications are accepted until June

5, 2023. More information is provided at [UNICEF]

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Nutrition Consultant, to be based in Beijing, China.

Applications are accepted until June 4, 2023. More

information is provided at [UNICEF]

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Sustainability Market Research Manager, to be

based in Copenhagen, Denmark. Applications are
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accepted until June 19, 2023. More information is

provided at [UNICEF]

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Child Protection Officer, to be based in Manila,

Philippines. Applications are accepted until June 5,

2023. More information is provided at [UNICEF]

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Communication Officer, to be based in Kampala,

Uganda. Applications are accepted until June 5, 2023.

More information is provided at [WHO]

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Finance Assistant, to be based in Kampala, Uganda.

Applications are accepted until June 5, 2023. More

information is provided at [WHO]

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Consultant, to be based in Manila, Philippines.

Applications are accepted until June 5, 2023. More

information is provided at [WHO]

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Digital Health Strategy Consultant, to be based in

Suva, Fiji. Applications are accepted until June 4, 2023.

More information is provided at [WHO]

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Registry Clerk, to be based in Tanzania. Applications

are accepted until June 2, 2023. More information is

provided at [WHO]

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Political Affairs Officer to be based in Aden, Yemen.

Applications are accepted until May 30, 2023. More

information is provided at [UN]

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Telecommunications Technician to be based in

Aden, Yemen. Applications are accepted until June 3,

2023. More information is provided at [UN]

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Finance Assistant to be based in Kuwait, Kuwait.

Applications are accepted until June 19, 2023. More

information is provided at [UN]

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Senior

Information Systems Officer to be based in Bangkok,

Thailand. Applications are accepted until June 3, 2023.

More information is provided at [UN]

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Information Systems Assistant to be based in

Valencia, Spain. Applications are accepted until June

18, 2023. More information is provided at [UN]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tyy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tyt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tyi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tyd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tyh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tyk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tyu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tjl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tjr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tjy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tjj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tjt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tjh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tjk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-ttl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-ttr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-ttj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-ttt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vltliuy-l-tti/


The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Intern to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are

accepted until June 16, 2023. More information is

provided at [UN]

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Intern to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are

accepted until June 16, 2023. More information is

provided at [UN]

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Signpost Program Advisor, to be based in United

Kingdom and Ireland. Applications are accepted until

June 22, 2023. More information is provided at [IRC]

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Deputy Director of Business Development, to be

based in United Kingdom and Ireland. Applications are

accepted until June 5, 2023. More information is

provided at [IRC]

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

ESOL Instructor, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until Jul 19, 2023. More

information is provided at [IRC]

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Senior Health Program Manager, to be based in

United States. Applications are accepted until Jul 19,

2023. More information is provided at [IRC]

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Data Analyst, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until Sep 1, 2023. More

information is provided at [IRC]

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Monitoring Evaluation Learning and

Accountability Specialist, to be based in Multiple

locations. Applications are accepted until June 12,

2023. More information is provided at [FAO]

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Commodity Market Analyst, to be based in Rome,

Italy. Applications are accepted until June 12, 2023.

More information is provided at [FAO]

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Watershed Management Specialist, to be based in

Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until June 5,

2023. More information is provided at [FAO]

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Fishing Tourism Policy Consultant, to be based in

Remote Working. Applications are accepted until June

5, 2023. More information is provided at [FAO]
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Programme Officer, to be based in Rome, Italy.

Applications are accepted until June 19, 2023. More

information is provided at [FAO]

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks an Assistant,

to be based in France. Applications are accepted until

June 17, 2023. More information is provided at [ACF]

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Country

Director, to be based in Pakistan. Applications are

accepted until June 16, 2023. More information is

provided at [ACF]

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a HR Head, to

be based in Mozambique. Applications are accepted

until June 16, 2023. More information is provided at

[ACF]

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Head of

Department, to be based in Ukraine. Applications are

accepted until June 16, 2023. More information is

provided at [ACF]

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks an

Administrator, to be based in France. Applications are

accepted until June 15, 2023. More information is

provided at [ACF]

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Health

Specialist, to be based in Brazzaville, Republic of the

Congo. Applications are accepted until June 5, 2023.

More information is provided at [WB]

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Procurement

Specialist, to be based in Kampala, Uganda.

Applications are accepted until June 5, 2023. More

information is provided at [WB]

The World Bank (WB) seeks an Extended Term

Consultant, to be based in Dakar, Senegal.

Applications are accepted until June 5, 2023. More

information is provided at [WB]

The World Bank (WB) seeks an Executive Assistant,

to be based in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Applications are

accepted until June 5, 2023. More information is

provided at [WB]

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Health Specialist, to be

based in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Applications are

accepted until June 5, 2023. More information is

provided at [WB]

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a HR Officer, to be based in Abuja, Nigeria.
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Applications are accepted until June 4, 2023. More

information is provided at [IOM]

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Project Development and Reporting Officer,

to be based in Kampala, Uganda. Applications are

accepted until June 4, 2023. More information is

provided at [IOM]

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Liaison Officer, to be based in Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until June 4, 2023.

More information is provided at [IOM]

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a National Teleradiology Systems Officer, to

be based in Philippines. Applications are accepted until

May 26, 2023. More information is provided at [IOM]

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks an Operations Assistant, to be based in Costa

Rica. Applications are accepted until May 23, 2023.

More information is provided at [IOM]

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks an International Consultant, to be

based in Paris, France. Applications are accepted until

May 28, 2023. More information is provided at [UNEP]

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Specialist, to be based in Panama City,

Panama. Applications are accepted until June 9, 2023.

More information is provided at [UNEP]

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Country Leader, to be based in

Panama City, Panama. Applications are accepted until

June 9, 2023. More information is provided at [UNEP]

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Country Leader Consultant, to be

based in Panama City, Panama, and Nicaragua.

Applications are accepted until June 9, 2023. More

information is provided at [UNEP]

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Climate Change Consultant, to be

based in Panama City, Panama. Applications are

accepted until May 30 , 2023. More information is

provided at [UNEP]

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a HR Associate, to be based in Manila,

Philippines. Applications are accepted until June 5,

2023. More information is provided at [UNOPS]
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The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Communications Specialist, to be

based in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Applications are accepted

until June 4, 2023. More information is provided at

[UNOPS]

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an ICT Intern, to be based in Addis

Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until June 4,

2023. More information is provided at [UNOPS]

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Support Services Manager, to be

based in Juba, South Sudan. Applications are accepted

until June 4, 2023. More information is provided at

[UNOPS]

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Human Resources Senior

Assistant, to be based in Remote Working.

Applications are accepted until June 4, 2023. More

information is prov
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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