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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue informing you about the latest

events, developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Croatia’s

National Day, Samoa’s Independence Day, and Tonga’s

Emancipation Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU

 



Main Sections

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in East Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in South Asia

Constitutional Law and –Politics, Human Rights and

National Security in Southeast Asia

International Relations, Geopolitics and Security in

Asia

Announcements

 

Constitutional Law and

–Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in

East Asia

 

 

China: Political strategist calls for closer ethnic-

to-ethnic exchanges and unity

(ms) In the course of his visit to the ethnically and

religiously diverse northwestern Xinjiang region, Wang

Huning, chief political strategist of the Chinese

Communist Party, called for strengthening patriotism

and consolidating the "correct historical view of the

Chinese nation."

At least officially, the demands were not directed

exclusively to the Xinjiang region, but to the entire

country. Only shortly after the visit to Xinjiang, Wang

repeated the demand in almost the same form at a

meeting of the National Committee of the Chinese

People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC),

which he heads, in Beijing. Wang stressed the

importance of expanding research and reappraisal



between ethnic interaction and "to raise public

awareness of ethnic unity."

However, it is necessary to take a look at the Xinjiang

region when evaluating and analyzing the statements.

The Xinjiang region, as a border region, is home not

only to the Han Chinese but also to Turkic peoples,

especially the Muslim minority of the Uyghurs and the

Kazakhs. The Uyghurs in particular have been and

continue to be victims of structural oppression,

according to consistent reports and investigations, and

the Chinese government is accused of deliberately

violating the human rights of the Muslim minority

through forced labor and internment camps to a

degree and extent that, according to a report by the

then UN human rights chief, "may amount to crimes

against humanity" [see AiR No. 36, September/2022, 1].

The Chinese government, without acknowledging the

human rights violations described above, justifies its

actions against the Uyghurs with the anti-terror

campaign that began in 2013, following uprisings and a

number of terrorist attacks by Uyghurs in previous

years.

In this context, Wang's statements sound far less

inclusive than they might appear at first glance. While

he stresses the importance of ethnic integration and

exchange, he also adds the " unswerving efforts to

fight terrorism and maintain stability on a legal footing

and a regular basis, properly handle ethnic and

religious affairs," which at least allows the assumption

that the Chinese government will continue to stick to

its course against the Uyghurs but also against other

minorities and that assimilation rather than

rapprochement is the planned way to the desired

"unity." [South China Morning Post] [Xinhua 1] [Xinhua

2]

China: Xi advocates global technology

cooperation

(ms) On the occasion of the opening of the

Zhongguacun Forum, Chinese President Xi Jinping

addressed the participants and visitors with an appeal

for the importance of global cooperation in technology

and science.

Under China's commitment to the "win-win strategy of

opening-up," Xi advocates "promoting scientific and

technological innovation and better putting science

and technology at the service of the people of all

countries." As a concrete measure, Xi urges Beijing, as

the venue of the forum, to fully exploit the potential in
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the fields of education, science, and technologies. In

addition, in Zhongguacun, the technology hub of the

Chinese capital, to further accelerate work on a world-

leading science park, taking the lead in the innovation

of cutting-edge technologies and the development of

advanced and sophisticated industries.

The Baidu founder as well as Microsoft's Bill Gates

joined this call for international cooperation. Gates

again emphasized cooperation in the field of artificial

intelligence, but also in global challenges such as food

security, childcare and, through the experience of the

COVID-19 pandemic, closer cooperation in

pharmaceutical science.

Xi's words come in the context of the continued tense

situation between the U.S. and China and the U.S.-led

sanctions against the export of advanced

semiconductors to China. In the face of this, it may be

seen as an attempt by Xi to open alternative markets

and position himself as a potential rival to the US.

[CCTV] [South China Morning Post]

China: First commercial flight of Chinese-made

passenger aircraft

(ms) On May 28, China's first domestically developed

passenger aircraft completed its first commercial flight,

an important step in China's efforts to become

independent of Western aircraft giants Airbus and

Boeing.

The aircraft is being developed and produced by the

state-owned Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China

(COMAC) and is expected to play an important role in

China's air traffic in the future. According to the

company, 1200 orders for the aircraft type have

already been received, including some from abroad,

e.g. the airline Nigeria Air, which is currently in the

process of being established, is said to be interested.

However, the aircraft so far only has flight licenses for

flights within China, the important flight licenses from

Europe and the USA are still pending, which would be

elementary for international deployment.

Although the aircraft is currently being developed in

China, important parts of the aircraft, including the

engines and on-board electronics, are currently

manufactured by Western companies. However, the

Chinese government's goal is to replace these with

domestically manufactured products in the long term

and thereby become completely independent of

foreign companies in the aviation industry. [Al Jazeera]

[CNN] [The Guardian]
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China: Payment in digital currency continues to

spread

(ms) Various official documents indicate that all civil

servants and employees of state-owned enterprises in

the eastern Chinese province of Jiangsu will be paid

their salaries in May in the form of the digital version

of the renminbi, the e-CHY, another step in the gradual

rollout of the digital currency nationwide.

The announcement comes after just in late April a

document was released from the local government

announcing that starting in May all employees listed

above in Changshu a city within Jiangsu will be paid in

e-CHY [see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4].

The e-CNY is a major Chinese government project

supported by the People's Bank of China (PBC) that

serves as a centralized virtual currency and is the first

of its kind in the world at the state level. The digital

currency has been in development since 2014 and the

first testing phases began in 2020, but the very sudden

expansion in the currency's area of use to the entire

province emphasizes the importance the Chinese

government attaches to the project and it can be

assumed that more provinces will follow suit in the

near future.

Since the project's inception, experts have raised

concerns that its nationwide use would provide the

Chinese government with an extraordinary amount of

information about individuals, their locations and

purchasing habits, which would further expand China's

surveillance apparatus. [Radio Free Asia]

China: Wuhan publishes list of debtors

(ms) The Wuhan municipal bureau of finance publicly

published 259 entities with debts to the government in

a local newspaper article, urging them to immediately

pay them back. The unconventional measure

underlines the dire economic situation of many

provinces within China.

The listed debts total the equivalent of USD 42.5

million and the listed individual debts range from a few

thousand USD to, in the case of one car manufacturer,

USD 23.5 million. The Finance Office stressed that

these are not supposed to be current debt levels, but

refer to information on their outstanding debts as of

December 2018, and based on this, justify the measure

by saying that previous efforts to collect the debts
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were unsuccessful. Among the debtors were district

tax offices, scientific research units, state-owned

enterprises, units of listed companies and private

companies.

The chosen step of the local government can be

interpreted as a reaction to the missing economic

recovery after the end of almost three years of Zero-

COVID. During the three years, the provincial

governments in particular accumulated huge amounts

of debt; Goldman Sachs estimates the amount of

Chinese government debt at USD 23 trillion. Due to the

lack of financial resources of the provincial

governments, this very unconventional step may be an

attempt to gain monetary resources for refinancing.

[Bloomberg] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China: Personal data of all employees of state-

sanctioned religions available on government

website

(ms) The official website published in February this

year that provided the personal information of

Buddhist and Taoist workers to the public has now

been expanded to include employees of the Catholic

and Protestant churches and Islamic institutions,

thereby covering all five state-sanctioned religions.

In the future, the name, the gender, a photo, the

religion and the denomination, the position within the

organization and a government-issued registration

number of all employees of the above-listed religions

will be available to the public on the website. The

United Front Work Department of the Chinese

Communist Party (CCP), which since 2018 has also

been responsible for religious affairs within China,

justified the launch of the website in February by

saying that it would better counteract people who

fraudulently pose as workers of the respective religion.

However, observers view the website as such and the

current additions as an extension of the CCP's control

over religion within the country. Since 2018, low-level

cadres in particular have been called upon to surveil

employees of religious institutions, and access to the

latter's personal information greatly facilitates this

effort and could expand it even further. In some areas

of the country, these cadres have reportedly been

given access to, among other things, the finances and

transactions of the religious organization in question,

in addition to their personal information. [South China

Morning Post]
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China: Hong Kong's Catholic Church suspends

memorial mass for Tiananmen incident

(ms) The Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong announced on

May 10 that it will not hold a Mass commemorating the

Tiananmen Incident for the second year in a row.

The commemorative Mass, which has been held

annually until 2021 since the end of Tinanmen Incident

in 1989, will again not be held, as it was last year.The

bishop was reticent in giving reasons for the decision,

but he can be quoted as saying at the May 24 Mass,

"the fate of the church in China is inseparable from

that of the country, as all the people of the church are

also Chinese."

The Chinese government's influence and coercion over

the Catholic Church has increased significantly with the

introduction of the National Security Law, in response

to the 2019 anti-government protests. The current

bishof of Hong Kong visited the mainland for five days

as recently as mid-May, the first visit by a person in his

office since 1997, and even before that said that "[l]ove

for our country is part of the Catholic church's

teachings." [Hong Kong Free Press] [Yahoo News]

The last memorial mass was held in 2021, at the time

under Cardinal Joseph Zen, who was arrested in May

2022 along with other trustees of the 612

Humanitarian Relief Fund under the National Security

Law on suspicion of colluding with foreign powers [see

AiR No. 20, May/2022, 3].

China: Another Tibetan monk in poor health

released early from prison

(ms) Tibetan monk Sonam Gyatso returned home on

May 25 after being released early from his prison

sentence due to his very poor medical condition

allegedly due to severe abuse and torture.

Sonam was arrested along with his sister and another

monk in April 2021 for allegedly sending money for

prayer offerings to the Dalai Lama, the head of Tibetan

Buddhism, who is living in exile in India. Because the

Chinese authorities have classified the mere contact of

Tibetans living in China with Tibetans in exile as illegal.

Sonam's case is not unique; his sister, who completed

her sentence in April, is also said to be in poor health,

and in February of last year Human Rights Watch called

for the immediate release of the monk Sherab Gyatso,

who is also in prison, because of his poor health, and
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at the end of last year another monk, Geshe Tenzin

Palsang, died shortly after his release.

All of these cases are consistent with reports of poor

conditions inside the prisons, including malnutrition,

lack of medical care, severe physical abuse, and

torture. These reports are not limited to Tibet,

however, as in the case of Geshe, a Uyghur doctor in

the northwestern Xinjiang region died in early

November of last year shortly after his release, again

due to poor treatment in prison [see AiR No. 45,

November/2022, 2]. [Human Rights Watch] [Radio Free

Asia 1]

Sonam's latest case is just one of many that highlight

the Chinese government's severe repression of non-

Han Chinese minorities, particularly from the Xinjiang

region and Tibet. [Radio Free Asia 2]

Japan: Rift in ruling coalition emerges over

Tokyo district race

(eg) The junior partner in Japan’s ruling coalition,

Komeito, has refused to back the ruling Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) candidate for a Tokyo district in

the upcoming Lower House election.  

Although both coalition partners have agreed not to

run against each other in single-member districts, both

planned to field a candidate in the newly created No.

28 district. Komeito then agreed to withdraw its

candidate in favor of the LDP, but refused to give an

endorsement. Komeito will also not seek LDP

endorsement for its candidate in the No. 29 district. 

The LDP and Komeito have been joined as a coalition

since 1998. Komeito, a small party affiliated with the

Buddhist movement Soka Gakkai, has been an

influential force in guiding many LDP policies. Komeito

often describes itself as an opposition within the ruling

coalition. [Tokyo Review] 

Importantly, Komeito and Soka Gakkai are committed

to worldwide peace, especially with China, in contrast

to the more hawkish foreign policy trends of the LDP.

But despite some ideological differences, Komeito

consistently provides the LDP with additional votes.  

Tensions over selecting candidates have arisen against

this backdrop, which have intensified with speculations

of a snap election. 

However, the Komeito secretary insists the conflict is

confined to Tokyo and will not impact the wider
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coalition. Negotiations over candidate selection will

resume on 30 May. [Japan Times] [Asahi Shimbun] 

Japan: Prime Minister’s eldest son and secretary

resigns after party at official residence

(eg) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida announced the

resignation of his son as executive policy secretary

after photos of a party at the Prime Minister’s official

residence caused a public outcry. 

Kishida’s son, Shotaro Kishida, invited a group to the

residence for a new year celebration last year, where

they posed in imitation of his father’s cabinet, among

other photos shared among the public.

 Shotaro Kishida has come under fire on previous

occasions for abusing his official position, which the

opposition attacks as a nepotistic appointment. He has

been criticized for using embassy cars for private

sightseeing and buying souvenirs for cabinet

members. 

The scandal has come at a sensitive time for the Prime

Minister as key bills are under scrutiny as the current

parliamentary session draws to its close. 

 On 29 May, Kishida announced his son would be

replaced due to his inappropriate actions, seeking to

minimize the damage from the scandal. [Asahi

Shimbun] [Kyodo News] 

Japan: Bill to reform law on sex crimes passed

by lower house

(dql) Japan's House of Representatives passed on May

30 a bill that increases the age of sexual consent from

13 to 16 in a bid to strengthen the protection of

children from sexual abuse. 

Part of reforms to the country's Penal Code, the bill

also criminalizes sexual offenses even in the absence

of physical violence or coercion, making upskirting and

secretly capturing images of genitalia as well as

grooming through the offer of payments to children

below the age of 16 crimes punishable under the Penal

Code. Furthermore, the statute of limitations for

prosecution will be extended to from 10 to 15 years for

nonconsensual intercourse. [Kyodo News] 
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Japan: No allowing same-sex marriage violates

constitution, court rules

(dql) A Japanese court handed down a decision on May

30 ruling that the government's failure to recognize

same-sex marriage is unconstitutional as it violates

Article 14 of the constitution that guarantees the right

to equality, and Article 24 that stipulates that marriage

should be based on “individual dignity and the

essential equality of the sexes.” 

The ruling marks the second such verdict among five

similar lawsuits brought to district courts in the

country, following the Sapporo District Court's 2021

landmark verdict [see AiR No. 12, March/2021, 4]

according to which the country's Civil Code and family

registration law, which do not acknowledge same-sex

marriage, violate the Constitution's guarantee of

equality before the law. [Kyodo News] [Nikkei Asia] 

North Korea:  Spy satellite to be launched in

June, state media announces

(dql) According North Korean state-run

news agency Korea Central News Agency, North

Korea’s first reconnaissance satellite will be launched

in June to monitor movements from the US.  

The statement was made just a day after North Korea

informed Japan's coast guard of its launch intentions,

adding that the launch would take place sometime

between May 31 and June 11 and that maneuver might

affect waters in the Yellow Sea, East China Sea and east

of the Philippines' Luzon Island.  

The Japanese government urged Pyongyang to refrain

from the move, while the defense ministry ordered

instructed the country’s Self Defense Force to shoot

down the satellite or debris, if any entered Japanese

territory. [DW] [Al Jazeera] 

South Korea: Bills on disclosure of virtual assets

of lawmakers passed

(dql) The parliament passed on May 25 amendments

bills to Public Service Ethics Act and the National

Assembly Act to close regulatory loopholes in the

context of asset disclosure of lawmakers and high-level

government officials.  

Under the revised Public Service Ethics Act, which will

enter into force in December, top government officials
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and lawmakers are for the first time required to report

all virtual assets in an annual asset declaration. So far,

conventional assets like bonds, cash, gold, and jewelry

must be declared, not digital assets. The revision also

prohibits legislators who hold positions with access to

insider information or being able to exercise influence

regarding laws on virtual assets from owning digital

assets. 

Meanwhile, the revised National Assembly Act an

investigation into all virtual assets held by lawmakers

will be established. The revised law will come into

effect immediately after its promulgation. [Yonhap

News Agency] 

The move comes against the backdrop of a case

involving a member of parliament suspected of owning

cryptocurrency coins worth USD 4,5 million and of

using insider information to obtain the coins [see AiR 

No. 21, May/2023, 4] 

Furthermore, a special bill was also adopted by the

parliament that seeks to assist victims of a series of

home rental frauds in which perpetrators rented highly

collateralized homes to the victims for deposits worth

tens of millions of won. However, as they failed to

repay debts to financial institutions, the homes ended

up being put up for auction. The victims are facing

eviction without getting their deposits back [see AiR

No. 18, May/2023, 1]. 

Under the bill, interest-free loans will be provided to

affected tenants for up to 10 years for the portion of

the deposits they made. The tenants will receive these

loans at the amount they are entitled to before other

priority creditors when the properties they reside in

are offered for sale at an auction. [Korea JoongAng

Daily]

South Korea: Ruling, opposition parties clash

over labor bill

(dql) Defying strong protest of the ruling People Power

Party (PPP) - and the business sector -  the

parliamentary labor committee passed on May 24 a

motion that refers revision of the Trade Union and

Labor Relations Adjustment Act directly to the

parliament for vote. 

Controlled by the main opposition Democratic Party

(DP) which also holds the majority of seats in the

parliament the committee ling party and businesses

approved the motion in a 10-0 vote after all six PPP
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members walked out of the meeting en masse in

protest. 

Under the proposed revision, the bargaining rights of

indirectly employed workers are guaranteed. Seeking

to make it difficult for companies to file complaints

against illegal strikes by their workers and exempt

laborers from liability for joining illegal strikes, the

proposal also prohibits litigation for damages caused

by strikes and provisional seizures against unionized

workers.  

The PPP and the business sector reject the bill, warning

of granting excessive immunity to unionized workers

that will encourage illegal strikes and eventually lead to

ruining labor-management relations and the national

economy. The Korean Confederation of Trade Unions -

with more than 1.1 million members in 2020 South

Korea’s second largest industrial union umbrella group

- on the side expressed its hope that the bill will

strengthen labor rights in the country. [Yonhap News

Agency] 

Meanwhile, the government and the ruling People

Power Party (PPP) reached an agreement on May 24 to

review the possibility of disallowing downtown rallies

by organizations with a record of unlawful acts.  

The announced review will also explore ways to restrict

downtown rallies and demonstrations during

commuting hours and to introduce legislation for a

ban on overnight rallies between midnight and 6 a.m.

It also will revise police manuals to help them deal

better with illegalities happening during rallies. 

The agreement between the government and the PPP

follows President Yoon Suk Yeol's criticism of the

Korean Construction Workers' Union which staged an

overnight rally in downtown Seoul earlier this month to

express their opposition to the government's labor

policies, attended by some 25,000 union members.

The rally led to significant traffic congestion, and about

80 noise complaints filed with the police. [KBS] 

South Korea: Key figure in election bribery case

indicted 

(dql) Kang Rae-gu, a key figure in the bribery scandal

related to the main opposition Democratic Party's (DP)

May 2021 leadership election, has been indicted on

charges of bribery and violations of the political party

and fund laws. 
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Under formal arrest since early May, Kang is accused

of colluding with former DP leader Song Young-gil and

lawmakers Youn Kwan-suk and Lee Sung-man in

distributing USD 70,770 to DP lawmakers ahead of the

the DP national convention to secure Song’s election as

party leader there.   

He is also charged with accepting some USD 2,300 in

bribes from a businessman who in return requested

favors connected to Korea Water Resources Corp.,

whose standing auditor he was. 

Kang is the first figure indicted in the unfolding bribery

case. An investigation was launched by the prosecution

on April 12. [Yonhap News Agency 1]  

In a separate move, lawmaker Ha Young-je of the

ruling People Power Party (PPP) announced that he will

leave the party. 

The announcement came as pressure on the PPP is

growing after Ha was indicted on May 23 on charges of

violating the Political Funds Act and is accused of

accepting USD 127,000 in illegal political funds from

March 2020 to June 2022. [Yonhap News Agency 2] 

South Korea: Opposition party launches

signature campaign against Japan’s release of

treated nuclear wastewater

(dql) The main opposition Democratic Party (DP) has

initiated on May 26 a signature campaign, in a bid to

mobilize opposition to Japan’s plan to release treated

nuclear wastewater from its crippled Fukushima

nuclear power plant. 

Following the massive earthquake in March 2011, two

tsunami waves slammed into the nuclear plant causing

three reactors to melt down, seawater was pumped

into them to cool melted fuel. After more than 12

years, the cooling process is still ongoing, with more

than 1.3 million tons of nuclear wastewater collected,

treated, and stored in a tank farm at the plant. Japan’s

government argues that the storage space is about to

run out, leaving no choice other than to begin

dispensing the wastewater into the Pacific. 

Citing public health risks, the DP fiercely reject the

release plan and slams the ruling People Power Party

and President Yoon Suk-yeol for being too lenient with

Japan in this matter, accusing them of giving the

neighboring country “impunity, consent ... to dumping

dangerous nuclear-contaminated water into the ocean
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when South Korea is supposed to suffer damage from

it?" [Yonhap News Agency 1] 

The signature campaign comes as a 21-member team

of South Korean nuclear experts completed on the

same day a six-day tour of nuclear facilities in

Fukushima, aimed at assessing whether the

contaminated water can be treated in a way to

guarantee a safe discharge into the ocean, which is

expected for this summer. 

Nuclear Safety and Security Commission Chairperson

Yoo Guk-hee, who headed the team, announced that

the finding would be revealed as soon as possible.

[Korea JoongAng Daily]  

While critics see the inspection tour as pure formality,

insufficient for a verification of the safety of the

discharge process, it reflects another effort on both

the South Korean and Japanese to improve relations

that have been frosty for years following the South

Korean Supreme Court 2018 ruling that ordered

Japanese companies to pay compensation to victims of

forced labor during Japan’s colonial rule on the Korean

peninsula. South Korean President Yoon and Japanese

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida have held three summits

since March. [Yonhap News Agency 2] [Nikkei Asia] 

South Korea: Constitutional Court rejects

petition against THAAD battery installation 

(dql) The South Korean Constitutional Court dismissed

on May 25 a petition that sought to outlaw the

deployment of an advanced U.S. missile defense

system in the county of Seongju, about 200 km

southeast of Seoul.  

The petition, filed in February 2022 by group of close to

400 residents of Seongju country and nearby

Gimcheon county, claimed that clauses of the 1953

Mutual Defense Treaty between the US and South

Korea and the 1966 Status of Forces Agreement

(SOFA), which provide the basis for the installation of

the Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD)

battery in Seongju, were unconstitutional. 

In April 2017, a part of a golf course in Seongju was

approved by the SOFA Joint Committee as the site for

the defense system against. 

In its ruling, the court argued that the anti-THAAD

petition is illegitimate as it lacks the prerequisite for a

court trial. [The Korea Times] [Yonhap News Agency] 
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South Korea: Nearly 40,000 hacking attempts

directed against election watchdog body 

(dql) According to its own data, submitted to a

lawmaker of the ruling People Power Party (PPP), the

National Election Commission (NEC) was the target of

almost 40,000 hacking attempts in 2022, compared

with closely 31,887 in 2021 and more than 25,000 in

2020.    

The election watchdog body’s report claimed that no

damage was done. [Yonhap News Agency] 

Meanwhile, the NEC’s Secretary General and Deputy

Secretary General resigned after nepotism allegations.

Both are suspected of hiring their children as NEC

employees at regional offices in 2022 and 2018,

respectively. 

They denied any wrongdoing, arguing that their

children’s employment followed fair and transparent

application and selection procedure. [Korea JoongAng

Daily] 

In a latest development, a lawmaker of the ruling

People Power Party (PPP) claimed that all six NEC

officials embroiled in suspicions of preferential

treatment in employing their children failed to disclose

their relations with the hired children. He also voiced

suspicions that promotions won by the children due to

their fathers’ influence. [The Korea Herald] 

South Korea: Commercial satellite put into orbit

for the first time by homegrown rocket

(dql) South Korea has launched a commercial-grade

satellite for the first time using a domestically

produced space rocket, the Nuri rocket. 

The move is widely seen as major step in the country’s

efforts to become a key player in an intensifying space

race with its Asian neighbors.  

The Nuri rocket plays a key role in South Korea’s plans

to jumpstart its nascent space program and boost

progress in 6G networks, spy satellites and even lunar

probes. The plans also include the launch of military

satellites. The government, however, has ruled out any

weapons use for the Nuri. [Al Jazeera] 
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Taiwan: Government plans to boost migrant

worker numbers 

(eg) New rules proposed by the Ministry of Labour will

increase the number of migrant workers eligible for

employment by up to 28,000. 

Aiming to combat widespread labor shortages, the

Ministry of Labour has collaborated with other

ministries to fill gaps in the labor market. Yet, the

proposal will be subject to public scrutiny until its

implementation.  

According to the government, the number of

immigrants in Taiwan now stands at 570,000. This

number has increased in recent years due to an influx

of new arrivals from China and Southeast Asia. The

new regulations will further increase the immigrant

population. [Government of the ROC] 

The quota increase will target labor-intensive and

potentially hazardous manufacturing sectors, which

have struggled to automate their processes of

production. These industries could be allowed to

increase their proportion of migrant workers from 15

to 20 percent. 

Across the manufacturing and construction sectors,

the cap on migrant workers in proportion to Taiwanese

workers would increase to 40 percent. 

The Workforce Development Agency predicts the

agricultural workforce will increase by 12,000 with the

changes, while the number of care workers will

increase by 14,000. [Taipei Times] 

Taiwan: Military conducts counter-offensive

drills on islands in the Taiwan Strait

(eg) Taiwan’s military exercised its defense capabilities

in a counter-offensive simulation on Penghu Island,

located in the straits between China and Taiwan. 

The shore was lit up by mortar fire and machine guns,

before tanks rolled onto the beach and engaged in live

fire. The drill was intended to test the military’s ability

to protect Penghu’s shore in the event of conflict. 

Taiwan has increased the frequency of drills to

enhance the military’s combat readiness amid a period

of growing confrontation with mainland China. [AP

News] 
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This exercise was undertaken simultaneously to the

drills in the north-eastern Yilan County from May 24 -

25, which simulated an amphibious landing by an

enemy force. 

Taiwan is also requesting speedier delivery of weapons

from the United States, where there is currently a

backlog of USD 19 billion worth of arms, part of the

larger drive to prepare for a potential conflict over

Taiwan’s independence. [Taiwan News] 

Taiwan: GDP forecasted to grow slower than

expected as exports fall

(eg) Government statisticians have revised down

Taiwan’s growth predictions amid depressed global

demand for Taiwan’s exports. 

In the first quarter, year-on-year GDP fell 2.87 percent,

the country’s worst growth figures since 2009. This

comes with the volume of exports dropping further

than expected, down 7.27% from last year. 

Taiwan exports crucial technology products worldwide;

60 percent of the world’s semiconductors are

manufactured on the island. However, across the

world, rising interest rates have weakened demand for

Taiwan’s products, contributing to the fall in exports.

[The Economist] 

On the contrary, domestic consumption grew by 6.5

percent in the first three months of the year. The

unemployment rate is also at its lowest in over two

decades. 

However, these positive domestic trends have not

been enough to offset the decline in exports in

Taiwan’s trade-dependent economy. The forecasts

predict the decline in exports to continue into the

second quarter. The central bank warned the economy

would not rebound from recession until the fourth

quarter. [Taipei Times] 

Taiwan: Law changed to ban certain convicts

from politics for life

(eg) Amendments were passed in the Taiwanese

legislature to give lifelong bans to political candidates

convicted of a range of serious crimes. 

Following the changes, candidates convicted of

organized crime; money laundering; gun smuggling or
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use; drugs trafficking or use; or national security

breaches will be barred from running for office in

perpetuity. This is alongside those who have served a

10-year prison sentence or have been recalled from

office due to misconduct. 

The ruling Democratic Progressive Party proposed the

amendments in response to multiple candidates in the

previous election having criminal records.  

However, opposition parties criticized the amendment

for restricting participation in politics, with the

potential to infringe on many people’s democratic

rights. [Taipei Times] 

Taiwan: Laws passed to strengthen indigenous

voices on mining projects 

[eg] Mining companies will now have to gain the

consent of indigenous peoples before proceeding with

new projects on designated indigenous land, following

amendments to the Mining Act. 

Projects that have already been launched without the

consent of indigenous residents will have one year to

obtain consent before having to suspend operation. 

This amendment will fit in accord with Article 21 of the

Indigenous Peoples Basic Law, where private parties

are obliged to obtain the consent of indigenous

peoples before developing or utilizing the local land.

Legislators and environmentalists have worked to pass

the amendments for more than six years. 

While 79 of 139 mining sites in Taiwan sit on

indigenous land, only 13 projects have proceeded with

the approval of indigenous residents. The changes will

mean that eight large mines will be put under review. 

In the same week, the Indigenous Peoples Health Act

was also passed, which aims to improve the shorter life

expectancy among indigenous peoples. 

According to official Taiwanese statistics, indigenous

residents’ life expectancy is 6.94 years less on average.

Unique conditions among indigenous communities,

such as a limited access to medical resources and

other lifestyle factors, have made life expectancy lower

than the national average. 

The new law will address this inequality by increasing

representation of indigenous peoples in healthcare,

maintaining a sufficient presence of healthcare

workers in indigenous communities, and requiring



officials to regularly investigate health issues in these

communities. [Taipei Times 1] [Taipei Times 2] [United

Daily News, in Chinese] 
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Bangladesh: Exiled author writes to Supreme

Court chief justice to seek intervention in case

(az) Due to the act of critique of Bangladesh’s

International Crimes Tribunal on ABC Radio, author

and poet William Gomes was charged under the

country’s contentious Digital Security Act 2018 (DSA)

and exiled. In light of this, Gomes appealed to the

Supreme Court chief justice to intervene in the case

filed against him. [News Ghana]

In his letter, Gomes expressed his concern that even a

Bangladeshi residing abroad is not safe under the DSA,

as it will land the person in jail upon arrival in the

country. He also reminded the chief justice of the

government's obligations as a Member Party of the

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

(ICCPR), that is, to uphold independent journalism for

the sake of society and individuals.

Bangladesh: High court seeks information on

steps taken against BNP lawmaker who

threatened prime minister

(az) A Bangladesh high court has inquired with

authorities about steps taken against a local
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opposition leader who at a public rally earlier this

month said the BNP would have to “send [Prime

Minister] Sheikh Hasina to the grave”.[The Business

Standard]

Bangladesh: Mother wins for expelled Awami

League member in Gazipur city polls

(az/lm) The mother of a Awami League politician who

was suspended from the party ahead of polls in

Gazipur won local election in the city on May 25, in

what constitutes a blow to Bangladesh’s ruling party

which has ruled the city since 1993. Gazipur is one of

the biggest and fasted growing cities in Bangladesh.

Crucially, the city is a hub for the textile industry in the

South Asian nation; 75 percent of all garment

production is located there. [The Business Standard] 

Zahangir Alam was elected as mayor of the Gazipur

City Cooperation in 2018. However, Bangladesh’s Local

Government, Rural Development and Co-operatives

ministry suspended Alam in November 2021 in light of

allegations of illegal land grabbing, not compensating

people after taking over land for development and

working against the public interest. Shortly before

being removed as a mayor, Alam had been kicked out

of the Awami League after making derogatory remarks

about Bangladesh’s founding father, Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and expressing doubts about

the number of martyrs in the country’s Liberation War. 

In January, then, the Awami League granted amnesty

to Alam, but denied him the party’s ticket for the

Gazipur polls. Against this backdrop, Alam brought his

mother to run against the party. 

Bangladesh: Bail for all DSA accused urged until

amendment

(az) During a dialogue funded by the European Union,

the current and former lawmakers and rights activists

asked Bangladesh officials to guarantee bail for all the

accused under the contentious Digital Security Act,

which is supposed to be amended in the month of

September. Law Minister Anisul Huq said on May 21

that a special high-power committee would be formed

soon to review all existing complaints filed under the

DSA and that the law would be amended by

September. [New Age 1] 

Although the law was supposed to ensure security to

the people, the vagueness in some parts of the law is
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allowing people to misuse it according to their will. ZI

Khan Panna, a Supreme Court lawyer and human

rights activist urged that the under-trial prisoners

under this law should be granted bail until the

government amends the law in September. Although

he is against the decision to repeal the law, he

suggested amendment to protect the vulnerable

people in the country. Faruq Faisel, the regional

director for Article 19 South Asia also points to the

harassment done under the law. Although his team

brough forward ideas to bring changes to the current

law, the ruling party did not pay any attention to their

request. Overall, many are not even aware of the law

and the criteria of violation of it, still they, especially

the youths are getting sued under Digital Security Act.

[New Age_2] 

Bangladesh: Low-wage specialization niche not

a long-term solution, UN Special Rapporteur

says

(az/lm) The United States Special Rapporteur on

Extreme Poverty and Human Rights, Olivier De

Schutter, in an interview expressed his hope that

wages in Bangladesh will significantly increase soon,

noting that the low-wage specialization in the South

Asian nation is not a long-term solution. De Schutter

made an official visit to Bangladesh between May 17

and May 29. [The Business Standard]

Notably, in his end of mission statement, the special

rapporteur says that a category of “new poor” is

emerging in Bangladesh: these are households which

are just above the poverty line, have little to no

savings, and are therefore highly vulnerable to

becoming poor after a shock. According to De Schutter,

more than half (51 percent) of the families that are in

poverty today in the capital Dhaka are the “new poor” -

they've fallen into poverty because of rising prices in

recent months, although they had previously been

above the poverty line. [United Nations Bangladesh]

India: Opposition parties to boycott new

Parliament inauguration by Prime Minister

Modi

(lm) 19 national and regional opposition parties said on

May 24 they would boycott the inauguration ceremony

for India’s new Parliament building, accusing the

government of assaulting democracy for not

requesting President Draupadi Murmu, the head of

state, to open it. [The Straits Times]
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The new building is the centerpiece of a USD 2 4 billion

project aimed at relocating some prominent

institutions out of heritage, British colonial buildings

into bigger, modern facilities. Critics of the new

Parliament see its construction as an attempt by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to bolster Hindu nationalism

and historical revisionism.

In light of this, opposition parties had previously

criticized the government's choice of date for the

inauguration: May 29 is also the birth anniversary of

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, the prime architect of the

Hindutva ideology that justifies the hegemony of

Hindus and Hinduism within India. 

India: Top women wrestlers lead march to

demand arrest of sports official for sexual

abuse

(lm) India’s top women wrestlers on May 23 led a

protest march of nearly 1,000 participants in New Delhi

to demand the resignation and arrest of the chief of

the Wrestling Federation Of India (WFI), Brij Bhushan

Singh, for allegedly sexually harassing young athletes.

[South China Morning Post]

Protests by the wrestlers first began in January, when

several leading wrestlers demanded an inquiry into

claims of sexual harassment by younger athletes

against Singh. The wrestlers called off their protests

after the federal government assured them of action

and asked Singh, an influential lawmaker and politician

from the governing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), to step

aside for a few weeks. The Indian Olympic Association

also set up a committee to investigate the allegations.

[AiR No. 4, January/2023, 4] 

But the wrestlers resumed their protests in April,

saying they wouldn't budge until Singh was arrested. In

light of this, and following an intervention by the

country’s Supreme Court, the Delhi Police filed two

complaints against Singh - one of them under the

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)

Act based on a minor's complaint. But he is yet to be

questioned or arrested. [AiR No. 19, May/2023, 2]

Against this backdrop, Singh told reporters on May 25

that the POCSO Act is being “misused”, adding that was

working to organize a rally of influential Hindu religious

leaders in Ayodhya – the first of the seven most

important pilgrimage sites for Hindus – for June 5 to

“force the government to change” it. [Mint]
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India: Government places order for 200

supersonic cruise missiles in effort to boost

country’s naval power

(lm) The Indian Navy has placed an order for 200

supersonic cruise missiles at a cost of USD 2.5 billion

as part of its modernization drive to counter China’s

growing presence in the Indian Ocean region. The

missiles will be produced by BrahMos Aerospace, an

Indo-Russian multinational aerospace and defense

corporation. [The Straits Times]

In separate developments, the Indian Navy

successfully conducted an engagement with a sea-

skimming supersonic target using its most recent

indigenous guided missile destroyer INS Mormugao.

[WION]

Pakistan: Government considering banning ex-

Premier Khan’s party, minister says

(lm/mha) Pakistan’s government is considering

banning former Prime Minister Imran Khan’s political

party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), for attacking “the

vary basis of state”, the country’s defense minister said

on May 24, a move that would likely exacerbate Khan’s

confrontation with the powerful military

establishment. According to the minister, Parliament

would have to give final approval for a government

decision to ban the PTI. 

The minister referred to protests by PTI supporters,

who this month attacked military installations,

including army headquarters and government

buildings, following Khan's dramatic and sudden arrest

from the premises of Islamabad High Court in the

capital Islamabad on May 9 [see AiR No. 19, May/2023,

2]. The Pakistani Army swiftly labeled May 9 as a “Black

Day,” and Pakistan Army chief General Syed Asim

Munir vowed on May 15 to use the Pakistan Army Act,

among other laws, to prosecute the protesters. 

Speaking against this backdrop, PTI party lawyer Ali

Zafar said any move to ban the party would be

challenged in court, arguing that an entire party cannot

be blamed for acts committed by individuals. When we

look at the political history of Pakistan, unnatural

elimination and banning political parties has never

eliminated them from the political sphere. National

Awami Party, a political party of its time, was barred

twice from taking part in active politics after it was

accused by the state of being involved in anti-state

activities, which was never proved in a court of law.

National Awami Party was de-notified twice on

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-hi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-hd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-hh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-hh/


November 26, 1971, and February 10, 1975, by the

third President Agha Yahya Khan and then by Prime

Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto respectively. [The Straits

Times] [South China Morning Post] [The News]

Pakistan: Ex-Premier Khan summoned over

attacks on military buildings

(mha/lm) Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran Khan,

has been summoned on May 30 to face questioning

over violence that followed his arrest earlier this

month in which demonstrators attacked military

buildings, as pressure mounts against the former

premier and his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party.

[Bloomberg] [DAWN]

The probe focuses on an attack on the corps

commander's residence in Lahore [see AiR No. 19,

May/2023, 2]. The army has said those responsible will

be tried under the Pakistan Army Act, among other

laws, warning that “restraint will no longer be

exercised.” [see AiR No. 21, May/2023, 4]. Khan has

condemned the assault on the corps commander’s

house, saying it brought “disgrace” to the country, and

has denied his PTI party workers were responsible for

the attack. 

It is pertinent to mention that so far over 65 leaders

which includes former federal ministers, provincial

ministers, a former Governor, Senators, Members of

National Assembly, Members of Provincial Assemblies

have left PTI after condemning the violent incidents of

May 9. Some of the political analysts in Pakistan are

attributing this to pressure from “external forces”;

Khan has termed the wave of resignations “forced

divorce”, a thinly veiled reference to pressure by the

military establishment. [Al Jazeera] [Radio Pakistan] 

Pakistan: Ex-BNA chief asks insurgents to shun

guns, embrace peace for Balochistan Province

(lm) The militant founder and leader of the banned

Baluch Nationalist Army (BNA) requested clemency

and called upon his followers to surrender to the

authorities while being presented to the media on May

23, nearly ten months after his arrest. [Samaa]

[themedialine]

Gulzar Imam, also known by the name Shambay, was

arrested in an operation against the BNA, an umbrella

group for Baluch insurgents, in the country’s

southwest in September last year. The Pakistan Armed
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Forces published a press release last month confirming

Imam’s arrest.

Sri Lanka: Constitutional Council discusses

appointment of Election Commission

(ns) On May 23 and May 25, Sri Lanka’s Constitutional

Council (CC), a 10-member constitutional body tasked

with maintaining independent commissions and

monitoring its affairs, convened to discuss the

elections and the appointment of the Election

Commission. However, the attendees couldn’t agree on

issues linked to the elections in Sri Lanka; the

opposition argues the CC should not change the

Election Commission since the government skipped

the elections scheduled for March. The Constitutional

Council will meet again on June 5. 

In separate developments, the leader of the opposition

Smagi Jan Balavegaya (SJB) party said his party is going

to seek disciplinary action against its Parliamentarian

member for Badulla District due to his vote to support

the government resolution to remove businessman

Janaka Ratnayake from the Chairman of the Sri Lankan

Public Utilities Commission post. The decision to

remove Janaka Ratnayake from his position passed the

parliament vote on May 24. [News First 1] [News First

2]

Sri Lankan Central Bank auctions LKR 160,000

million Treasury Bills to general public

(ns) On May 19, the Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL)

announced the May 24 auction of the LKR 160,000

million Treasury Bills inviting the general public to buy

obligations from the Primary Dealers in Government

Securities. The CBCL urged to make the bids through

the electronic bidding facility and said that bidders

could offer varied amounts for each maturity by

relocating funds between the maturities. Some of the

deals listed by the CBSL include Bank of Ceylon,

WealthTrust Securities, NSB Fund Management Co.

Ltd, Sampath Bank, and First Capital Treasuries.

[Central Bank of Sri Lanka] 

Sri Lanka: Technology Ministry announces plans

to establish Cyber Security Authority & Act

(ns) Sri Lanka’s technology ministry has announced

plans to establish a Cyber Security Authority this year.
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Furthermore, official reports indicate that the

government has provided the Attorney General with a

draft of the Cyber Security Act, which it plans to submit

to Parliament after legal approval. The Act should

regulate and protect the rights of citizens and

companies in the conditions of growing digitalization.

[Daily Mirror] 

Sri Lanka: Foreign Ministry rejects TV media

allegations against Consular Affairs Division

(ns) On May 26, Sri Lankan Foreign Ministry published

a press release responding to the TV media allegations

made during a news report against the Ministry’s

Consular Affairs Division (CAD). The TV report

proposed that some ministry officials exploit the

existing CAD appointment system to authenticate

documents by third parties. The Ministry categorically

rejects the allegations against the CAD and argues that

the system is set to provide efficient services to the

public. 

The foreign affairs department also requested the law

enforcement agents to probe the allegations against

the potential third-party figures. The Ministry advised

people to make prior appointments with the Consular

Affairs Division to avoid falling victim to the fraudulent

schemes since thousands of applicants are served

daily, with each verification taking approximately 25

minutes. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Sri Lanka] 

Sri Lanka: Cricket pavilion dedicated to Army

senior official opened

(ns) On May 20, the Major General Jaliya Nammuni

Cricket Pavilion, named in honor of the founding father

of the Viayabahu Infantry Regiment, was officially

declared open by the Major General himself during the

launching ceremony in Boyagane, Kuranegala area VIR

Regimental Centre Premises. Various Sri Lankan

Military officials attended the ceremony. [Sri Lanka

Army] 

Sri Lanka: Global tea manufacturers, trade-

certification schemes probe working conditions

on plantations

(ns/lm) Some of the world’s leading tea manufacturers

are examining working conditions on the plantations of

its Sri Lankan suppliers. Two global trade-certification
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schemes are also conducting inquiries after it was

revealed that some workers on certified estates could

not afford to eat and were living in squalid conditions. 

Speaking against this backdrop, the secretary-general

of the Planters’ Association of Ceylon, representing Sri

Lankan tea suppliers, argued that there were no

reports from any tea pickers on the wage deductions

reported in the investigations and that such cuts had

to be authorized. He also said their authorities

supplied workers with food and medical allowances

throughout the crisis. [The Guardian] 

Sri Lanka considers setting up cannabis export

transporting zone

(ns) Sri Lanka’s Investment Promotion Minister Dilum

Amunugama has announced that the government

recently appointed a committee to assess cannabis

cultivation for export and attained a report from it.

Subsequently, Sri Lanka negotiates with experts and

investors to set up a cannabis growing and export

processing zone. The project also aims to manufacture

products from the plant, including goods with medical

implications, to increase profits from the developing

sector. [Economy Next] 
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Cambodia: Prime Minister warns foreign

diplomats to restrain from national polls on a

hospital opening ceremony
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(ns) Cambodian Prime Minister presided over the

inauguration ceremony of a new department in

Calmette Hospital, Phnom Penh, on May 23. In his

address, he asked the foreign diplomats to abstain

from interference and coverage of the Cambodian

general elections on July 23.

The prime minister warned that he doesn’t trust the

diplomats, who also worked with Cambodian

prisoners, referring to the opposition conveners.

The Japanese and French ambassadors attended the

ceremony.

On May 22, the Chinese Ambassador to Cambodia

attended an opening ceremony of a tire factory where

Hun Sen also spoke on the intervention of foreign

diplomats in local politics. He said it insulted him when

Western diplomats visited detained opposition leader

Kim Sokha. [AiR 21, May/2023, 3], [Cambodianess]

Cambodia: Court rejects Candle Light party

appeal against ban from general elections

(ns) On May 25, the Constitutional Council of Cambodia

rejected the appeal of the Candle Light Party (CLP)

against its application rejection by the National

Election Committee to contest in the July general polls.

The US expressed disappointment about the ruling

and confirmed that the US will not send official figures

to observe the national elections. The ruling

Cambodian People’s Party abstained from directly

commenting on the matter. [Reuters]

Cambodia: Court jails union leader Chhim Sithar

for two years

(ns) On May 23, the Phnom Penh court sentenced

leader of Cambodian labor union NagaWorld Workers

Chhim Sithar to two years in prison over incitement to

commit a felony.  Eight fellow union members also

received lighter sentences.

Human Rights Watch (HRW) published a release

reporting on the unlawful deletion of the NagaWorld

union leader and demanding her release along with

the union counterparts.

HRW, Amnesty International, and the Australian

Council of Trade Unions requested the Cambodian

government to lift unjustified charges for the
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defendants who in fact were exercising their

fundamental rights for the freedoms of expression and

assembly. [Human Right Watch], [Arab News]

On November 26, Sithar returned from the

international labor rights conference in Australia.

Phnom Penh Police arrested her at the international

airport over a probation court order breach, accusing

her of attempting to flee the country. Ever since former

NagaWorld employees staged routine peaceful

protests demanding the release of Chhim Sithar. [Air

No. 48, November/2022, 5] [Air No. 6, February/2023,

1]

Cambodia: LICADHO and farmers demand the

government to release detained land activists

(ns) On May 17, Cambodian authorities arrested three

members of the Coalition of Cambodian Farmer

Community (CCFC) over charges of provoking a

revolution against the government among local

farmers.

The arrests of the land rights activists occurred in the

Ratanakiri province in the northeast of Cambodia. On

the following days, around 200 farmers from Koh

Kong, Kampong Speu, and Siem Reap provinces staged

a march, demanding the release of Theng Savoeun.

[Radio Free Asia]

The police formally arrested the President of the CCFC,

Theng Savoeun, on May 18. The Interior Ministry said

that the defendants received charges since they

violated the goals of their organization which was

supposed to teach agricultural techniques. In turn, the

move from authorities received a backlash from the

various Cambodian communities. [Washington Post]

The courts charged the defendants, who were teaching

the farmers about the economic class divisions, with

the incitement to commit a felony – reports the local

NGO, Cambodian League for the Promotion and

Defense of Human Rights (LICADHO).

On May 24, LICADHO published a joint statement

demanding the release of the activists who in the

organization’s eyes were unjustly detained for their

peaceful activism. In total, 61 local Cambodian

organizations signed the joint statement of LICADHO.

[LICADHO]
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Cambodia: Environment Ministry warns public

to abstain from supporting Mother Nature

activists

(ns) On May 24, Cambodian Environment Ministry

made a public statement on the Mother Nature

Cambodia activist group, urging citizens to withhold

from affiliation with the non-governmental

organization.

The Ministry said that Mother Nature is hosted by the

foreigner Alejandro Gonzalez-Davidson and has no

registration in the Cambodian database. The press

release of environmental officials warns that those

citizens who participate in Mother Nature activism

have a higher risk of having legal action taken against

them. [Cambodia Daily] [Cambodianess]

Indonesia: Investigators raids Ministry of Social

Affairs 

(ys) Investigators from the Corruption Eradication

Commission (KPK) raided the office of the Director

General of Social Empowerment, Ministry of Social

Affairs, and confiscated documents and electronic

devices.  

The raid was conducted following corruption

allegations related to the distribution of a government-

funded rice assistance program (PKH), carried out from

2020 to 2021. Minister of Social Affairs, Tri “Risma”

Rismahariani of the Indonesian Democratic Party of

Struggle/PDI-P denied any knowledge of the alleged

corruption, arguing this case occurred before her

appointment as minister in December 2020. 

She affirmed to the public that her ministry will

cooperate with KPK. Risma suspects the investigation

is related to state-owned PT Bhanda Ghara Reksa

Logistik, which took part in the distribution of rice aid

for people affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The previous Minister of Social Affairs, Juliari Batubara

(PDI-P), is currently serving 12 years in prison after

being charged with accepting bribes from private

vendors that supplied COVID-19 food aid.  

It remains unclear whether Juliari’s bribery case is

connected to the ongoing KPK investigation. Risma also

stated that after she took office, the aid was

distributed in cash and not in goods to make the

monitoring and auditing process easier, following the

President’s instruction. [The Jakarta Post] 
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Indonesia: Base Transceiver Station (BTS)

project to be continued despite corruption

suspicion

(ys) Indonesian President Joko Widodo appointed

Mahfud MD, the Coordinating Minister for Political,

Legal and Security Affairs, as the Interim Minister of

Communication and Information (Kominfo), after

Minister Johnny G. Plate was arrested for corruption

charges.  

The President has given the mandate to Mahfud to

complete the construction of the 4G Base Transceiver

Station (BTS) and Mahfud is currently finding a solution

to fund the botched project. The project was initially to

build 4,200 towers by 2021 in locations with poor

connectivity, especially in underdeveloped regions.  

The initial funding was IDR 10 trillion (USD 669 million)

with a total value of IDR 28 trillion (USD 1,8 billion) for

the planned 8,000 towers. The deadline was pushed

back to 2022, stating the pandemic as the reason.  

By 2021, only 1,100 towers were completed, with only

958 towers tracked. Mahfud said that his team cannot

yet confirm if all those towers could function properly.

The total budget used for those 958 towers is IDR 2,1

trillion (USD 140 million) from the 10 trillion given in

the 2020 budget, which led to the investigation of

corruption charges.  

Both Joko Widodo and Mahfud stated that abandoning

the project will be detrimental to the country, hence

they will try to complete the project despite the

ongoing case. [Tempo, in Bahasa Indonesia] [The

Jakarta Post] 

Indonesia: New team to speed up judicial

reform

(ys) Coordinating Minister of Political, Legal and

Security Affairs, Mahfud MD, announced on May 27 the

formation of the new team to formulate a plan to

accelerate and renew judicial reform efforts that the

Supreme Court launched after it was hit by a bribery

case involving two of its judges.  

The team is formed following President Joko Widodo’s

instruction after the Corruption Eradication

Commission (KPK) opened a bribery investigation into

Supreme Court Justice Sudrajad Dimyati. 

The team will comprise of four working groups, tasked

with reviewing the reforms on criminal justice system
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and formulating new policies to speed up the process,

as well as finding more effective ways to curb and

prevent corruption through agrarian and natural

resources reforms, as well as closing legal loopholes.

[The Jakarta Post] 

Indonesia: Paving the way to the 2024 election

(ys) Though the election is still nine months away, the

candidates running for a presidential ticket are already

making efforts to ensure winning ballot next year. 

The three candidates with the highest polling, namely

Ganjar Pranowo from the ruling Indonesian

Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P), Prabowo

Subianto from the Gerindra Party, and Anies

Baswedan, who is backed by the National Democratic

Party (Nasdem), have been making effort to sway the

poll in their favor.  

Ganjar has been meeting with influential clerics from

Nahdatul Ulama (NU), the largest Islamic organization

in Indonesia. The PDI-P is considering several NU

clerics as Ganjar’s running mate. President Joko

Widodo also pursued such a strategy when he gave the

vice-presidential ticket to senior NU cleric, Ma’aruf

Amin, which secured the way to the Presidential Palace

in 2019.  

Prabowo also held several meetings with NU clerics

when he first announced his candidacy last year, which

then led to the blessing of several clerics in December

2022. However, recently Prabowo is seen approaching

other parties, such as Golkar Party. Prabowo was also

invited to a dinner by Surakarta Mayor Gibran

Rakabuming Raka (PDI-P), the eldest son of President

Joko Widodo. The meeting is controversial as it sparked

rumors that President Joko Widodo prefers Prabowo to

take his place rather than Ganjar. This rumor has been

denied by the PDI-P, though Gibran was called by the

PDI-P to clarify the matter.  

A senior member of the Gerindra Party also

denounced the rumor that Gibran is being approached

as vice-president. Prabowo will also hold a meeting

with the Chairwoman of the PDI-P. Megawati

Soekarnoputri, to which a member of Gerindra

assured that Prabowo would not take up the offer to

be Ganjar’s vice-president.  

Anies is the only one of the three who has not been

seen trying to seek out a marriage of convenience.

Instead, he is focusing his effort on criticizing the

current government’s policy, such as comparing the

track record of the highway construction under
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President Joko Widodo with the previous president,

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono.  

So far, the three candidates have not named their

running mate. [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta Post 2]

[The Jakarta Post 3] 

Indonesia: Publishers’ rights to be protected

(ys) Amidst the rising popularity of social media,

Mahfud MD, the Coordinating Minister of Political,

Legal and Security Affairs, announced his ministry will

soon provide publishing firms with new regulation to

better protect their publishing rights and provide aid to

the country’s news companies that face economic

hardships as they compete with social media.  

Mahfud also warned of the phenomenon of any social

media accounts receiving payment for modifying and

reposting a news article from a media company

without consent from the journalist.  

Affirming that the government will step up efforts to

prevent further damage to the ailing news companies,

Mahfud called on each media company to stay

unbiased in the election year. [The Jakarta Post] 

Indonesia: Plan for regional command

unnecessary, PDI-P chairwoman says

(ys) The former president of Indonesia and the

chairwoman of the ruling party Indonesian Democratic

Party of Struggle (PDI-P), Megawati Sukarnoputri,

conveyed her dismay over the plan to set up regional

military commands (Komando Daerah

Militer/KODAM). 

Her statement was made during the anniversary of the

National Resilience Institute (Lemhannas) on May 20. 

Previously, the Indonesian Military Chief of Staff

(KASAD), General Dudung Abdurachman, proposed to

set up regional commands in each region, claiming

that Military Commander Admiral Yudo Margono has

agreed to his plan to strengthen the regional

command.  

Megawati said that such a plan is unnecessary unless

Indonesia is going to war, adding that was better for

Indonesia to modernize the weapon systems and that

the military personnel should focus on conflict

prevention, instead of organizational restructuring to
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advance personal interests. [CNN Indonesia, in Bahasa

Indonesia] [Kompas, in Bahasa Indonesia] [SCMP]

Lao PDR: Police crack down on illegal mining

activities 

(lm) Police in Laos’ Savannakhet province have

arrested four villagers who were trying to to transport

gold and malachite from a local mine. The law

enforcement officers inspected and searched the

group and the vicinity, discovering 41 tons of gold, a

truck without a license plate, three modified vehicles,

and several mobile phones. The four suspects told the

police that they agreed to transport, hide, and store

the minerals due to financial constraints of their

families; they were paid LAK 50,000 (around USD 2.80)

per trip. [The Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Government called on to review

Election Offences Act

(dql) The Malaysian Centre for Independent Journalism

(CIJ) has urged the government to review the Election

Offences Act to tackle hate speech during

campaigning. 

CIJ’s executive director Wathshlah Naidu argued that

the law needed to be amended as it only punishes

promoting ill-will or hostility during campaigning and

touches on undue influence on voters. She suggested

revisions that cover punishments for harmful

narratives and hate speech. She also demanded that

Election Commision have in place clear guidelines to

fight online hate speech during campaigning. [Free

Malaysia Today] 

Wathshlah’s statements come as Malaysia will hold

elections in six states in July.  

Malaysia: Sabah state parliament

approves “anti-hopping” bill

(dql) The Sabah State legislative assembly passed on

May 25 an “anti-hopping” bill that prohibits assembly

members from changing parties. 

Under the bill lawmakers switching parties will forfeit

their position in the parliament and must vacate their

seats. However, this does not apply to lawmakers
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expelled from his or her party, or if the party is

dissolved or has its registration cancelled. 

The bill further abolishes the five-year automatic

suspension for any member of the assembly who has

resigned, making it possible for former lawmakers to

re-enter politics. 

The bill aims to stop the culture of party-hopping, the

root cause for political instability and disruption

of Sabah’s development plans, according to Sabah

Chief Minister Hajiji Noor. [Free Malaysia Today] 

Malaysia: Swiss watchmaker’s stores raided

over watches bearing LGBT connotations

(dql) Swiss watchmaker Swatch has disclosed last week

that its stores were raided by Malaysian authorities on

May 13 and 14, with 164 watches being confiscated.  

Swatch added that officias of the Ministry of Home

Affairs searched for watches that “bore LGBT

connotations,” as they are offered in a choice of six

colors, which match those on the gay pride flag, and

have two rainbow loops on their straps. 

Gay rights groups condemned the move as reflection

of a “a deeply unsettling level of intolerance.”  

Malaysia criminalizes same-sex relationships, with

punishments ranging from caning under Islamic laws

to 20 years in prison for sodomy under colonial-era

civil laws. [NBC News]

Malaysia: Agreements on defense acquisitions

signed

(dql) On the sideline of last week’s Langkawi

International Maritime and Aerospace

(LIMA) exhibition, Malaysia concluded over 40

agreements worth USD 2.2 billion for confirmed and

potential defense acquisitions. 

This includes light combat aircraft, armed drones, and

maritime patrol aircraft. The biggest contract was

signed for 18 South Korean Aerospace Industries FA-50

light combat jets which the Royal Malaysian Air Force

will use for the fighter lead-in training and light combat

roles. The costs are said to be USD 920 million. 

Other larger deals include one on two maritime patrol

aircraft from Italy’s Leonardo for USD 150.78
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million and on medium-altitude long-endurance

drones from the Turkish Aerospace Industries for USD

92 million.  [Defense News] 

Myanmar: Journalist sentenced to ten years in

prison for violating counterterrorism law

(lm) A Burmese journalist who was seriously injured

when a military vehicle drove into an anti-coup protest

in 2021 was sentenced to ten years in prison with hard

labor for violating Myanmar’s counterterrorism law last

week. The conviction comes a year after the camera

operator was sentenced to three years in prison, along

with another photographer under Section 505(a) of the

country’s Penal Code, a broad and vaguely worded

provision that criminalizes terrorism and criminal

incitement. [The Diplomat]

Myanmar: Military junta arrests over 40

civilians in Tanintharyi Region

(ha/lm) Troops of Myanmar’s military junta detained

more than 40 civilians within a week over alleged links

to resistance groups in the country’s southernmost

Tanintharyi Region. The detentions are believed to

have come as retaliatory action for attacks by local

people’s defense forces on a police station and a

military convoy. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Political prisoners removed from

cells; whereabouts unknown

(lm) Authorities at the Daik-U Prison in Myanmar’s

Bago Region have separated 15 political prisoners

from their fellow inmates since last week, Myanmar

Now reported on May 29 citing to sources connected to

the prison community. The reasons for removing the

prisoners as well as their whereabouts are unclear.

Prison authorities in Mandalay Region’s Myingyan

Prison also took 12 prisoners out of their cells for

interrogation in a similar incident earlier this month,

prompting their fellow inmates to initiate a hunger

strike. [Myanmar Now]

Philippines: Senate women committee

chairperson pushes for maternity bill for

informal sector 
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(dql) A senator is advocating for new legislation to

grant maternity benefits for women working in the

informal sector.  

Senator Ana Theresia "Risa" Hontiveros, who chairs the

Senate Committee on Women, Children, Family

Relations and Gender Equality, is pushing for the

adoption of the proposed Maternity Benefit for

Workers in the Informal Economy Act (Senate Bill 148),

citing the informal sector’s contribution of about USD

90 billion to the country’s gross domestic product

(GDP) in 2016. 

If passed, the new law would provide a maternity cash

benefit equivalent to 44 times of the minimum wage or

the minimum wage of two months and would apply to

street vendors, cleaning ladies, home-based workers

and farmers, among others. [The Manila Times] 

Meanwhile, Senator Robinhood Padilla, chairperson of

the Senate committee on constitutional amendments,

has announced this his efforts for an amendment of

the economic provisions in the constitution has failed

and conceded that the move was “dead” in the

Senate.  

The revision centers around easing the constitutional

restrictions on foreign ownership of corporations, such

as those under which corporations are required to be

at least 60 percent owned by Filipinos. 

Speaking to the press, Padilla, disclosed that only

senators – all from his party Philippine Democratic

Party –Strength of the People (PDP-Laban) agreed to

sign his committee report that suggests the

amendment. [Phil Star] [The Manila Times] 

Philippines: President orders local government

level to be adopted to digital governance

(dql) President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. has ordered

the Department of Information and Communications

Technology (DICT) to lead the efforts to help local

government units (LGU) adopt the so-called e-Gov

system. 

Part of the government’s push for the digitalization of

governance, the e-Gov system includes measures to

digitalize government transactions, make government

services accessible online, and streamline data among

government offices and agencies.  

Based on a mobile application integrating all

government services into one platform, the e-Gov
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system also allows for the centralization of

government cloud services and the digitalization of

citizens’ feedback.  

DICT Secretary Ivan John Uy was also instructed to

ensure regular updates pf LGU e-Governance

programs. 

The order comes after the DICT announced the e-Gov

“super app” was launched in December that allows the

public to conveniently access government services and

information online on both the local and national

level.   

The global Network Readiness Index ranked the

Philippines 71st out of 131 economies in 2022, a big

jump from the 85th rank in 2021 due to good e-

commerce legislation performance, high tech exports,

and information and communication technology (ICT)

services exports. [The Manila Times] [ABS CBN News] 

Philippines: Security personnel sent to Lanao

del Sur town after attack threats of radical

Islamist group

(dql) Combat-ready law enforcers of the Police

Regional Office-Bangsamoro Autonomous Region have

been deployed to strategic spots in the city of

Marogong in the province Lanao del Sur. The group of

deployed police officers and soldiers include a platoon

from the Regional Mobile Force Battalion and

personnel of the Lanao del Sur Provincial Mobile

Company. 

The move comes after radical Islamist group Dawlah

Islamiya has threatened to attack the city in response

to the the arrest of its members in a series of police

operations in Lanao del Sur in the past months. In the

latest capture four of them were arrested on May 25 in

Marogong. [The Philippine Star 1] [The Philippine Star

2] 

Philippines: New gunboats to bolster South

China Sea patrols

(dql) Two new gunboats were commissioned by of the

Philippine Navy on May 26 during a ceremony marking

the Navy's 125th anniversary. 

Purchased from Israel for about USD 180 million, the

fast attack interdiction craft are equipped with quick

intercept ability, remote stabilized weapons, and short-
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range missiles that can launch precision strikes against

bigger hostile vessels and high-value targets on land

and sea. They are to be deployed to the West

Philippine Sea and used for territorial and coastal

patrol operations. 

The West Philippine Sea is the Philippine government’s

designation to the parts of the South China Sea

included in the country's exclusive economic zone.  

Witnessing the commissioning of the two vessels,

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.  emphasized the need

for the Philippines to build up defense capabilities due

to “changing tides” of national security and upgrade

the Navy's anti-submarine capabilities. He also

reaffirmed his plan to acquire the country's first-ever

submarine. [The Manila Times] 

His statement came just two days after China deployed

three navigation beacons around the contested Spratly

Islands in the South China Sea [see article in this

edition] which are claimed in parts by the Philippines

and Malaysia and in their entirety by China, Taiwan,

and Vietnam. 

Singapore: Policymaking to include young

people

(sfa) Minister for Culture, Community and Youth Edwin

Tong recently shared at the National Youth Dialogue

that his ministry will be setting up youth panels in

2023.  

Each panel will comprise 20 to 30 people where they

will co-create policy solutions on issues that matter to

them. The purpose of having such panels is to allow

young people to better understand policymaking and

"appreciate the complexities and the trade-offs" of

Singapore's policies. 

One future learning points that youth could gain from

the panel would be that policies do not just affect one

stakeholder group and hence, there is a need to

understand the interests of other stakeholders as well.

[The Straits Times] 

Singapore: President Halimah Yacob will not be

running for president for a second term

(sfa) President Halimah Yacob recently announced that

she will not be running for presidency for a second

term. In her recent statement, she expressed her
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gratitude and thanks to Singaporeans for their support

during her term as president. She commended

Singaporeans for their support for one another during

times of crisis, especially during the pandemic.  

During her six-year term, she championed a variety of

issues such as gender equality and protecting older

workers, whilst also getting involved in activities. One

in particular was the President's Challenge which

focuses on empowering people with disabilities. Her

role also entails ensuring Singapore's reserves are

used judiciously; during the pandemic, she approved

draws on the country's reserves to fund crisis

measures. 

After her current term expires on September 13 this

year, the next presidential election will be called to

look for the ninth president of Singapore for the next

six years. Previously before President Halimah took on

this role in 2017, constitutional amendments were

made to reserve the presidency for candidate of a

particular racial group. [The Straits Times] 

Thailand: Constitutional Court ‘may act on’

progressive MFP leader Pita, deputy prime

minister says

(lm) Thailand’s Constitutional Court may suspend the

leader of the country’s progressive Move Forward

Party (MFP), Pita Limjaroenrat, if it agrees to hear the

case involving his media share ownership, according to

Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam. [Bangkok

Post 1].

Earlier this month, the Election Commission began its

probe into whether Pita, who is the MFP’s list-MP and

prime ministerial candidate, was eligible to run in the

recent election due to his alleged holding of 42,000

shares in the inactive broadcaster iTV and failing to

disclose them among his assets [see AiR No. 20,

May/2023, 3]. Thailand’s constitution bar candidates

for public office from holding shares in a mass media

company. 

According to Wissanu, the EC might endorse Pita as a

list-MP while the probe is underway, and if the EC rules

in the MFP lawmaker’s favor, the case is closed. If,

however, the poll agency rules against him, the case

will be brought to the Constitutional Court, which may

suspend Pita pending its decision. 

The complaint against Pita bears strong echoes of the

case that brought down Thanathorn

Juangroongruangkit, the former leader of the MWP’s
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predecessor, the now-dissolved Future Forward Party,

four years ago. Back then, the Constitutional Court

voted to suspend Thanathorn as lawmaker when

accepting a case for alleged violation of the

shareholder rule in May 2019. Thanathorn was then

nominated as prime ministerial candidate for a vote in

parliament in June while the ruling was handed down

in November of that year. 

In related developments, veteran politican Ruangkrai

Leekitwattana of the Palang Pracharath Party, which

leads Thailand’s caretaker government, announced on

May 24 that he would file a petition signed by at least

on-in-ten House representatives asking the

Constitutional Court to consider the qualifications and

eligibility of Pita, if the MFP leader becomes prime

minister. 

Ruangkrai was speaking to reporters at the Election

Commission, where he filed a petition seeking a probe

by the poll agency into alleged violation of the organic

law on political parties by the eight-party coalition led

by the MFP. In signing a memorandum of

understanding on May 22 on their intention to jointly

form the new government, the parties could be seen

as agreeing to be influenced by an outsider, which is

prohibited under the organic law, according to

Ruangkrai. [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Progressive Move Forward Party says

19 Senators backing party leader’s prime

minister bid

(nk/lm) Thailand’s progressive Move Forward Party

(MFP) says it has garnered the support from at least 19

Senators for party leader Pita Limjaroenrat’s bid to

become prime minister. The support from senators

brings the total number of lawmakers backing Pita to

about 330, still short of around 45 votes needed to

secure a simple majority in a joint voting of the 500-

member House of Representatives and the 250

Senators appointed by the military in 2019.

[Bloomberg] 

Against this backdrop, a youth activist group, the

“United Front of Thammasat and Demonstration"

(UFTD), organized a rally on May 23 to demand the

amendment of Thailand's royal defamation law and

call on senators to support as Thailand's next prime

minister. [ThaiPBS]
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Thailand: Move Forward Party unveils

diplomatic policy to enhance Thailand into

regional leader

(nk) Thailand's progressive Move Forward Party, which

emerged as the single-largest party in the recently held

national elections, has revealed its diplomatic policy,

aiming to enhance the country's regional and

international influence. Under the leadership of its

prime minister candidate Pita Limjaroenrat, the party

seeks to strike a balance in relations with China and

the West, departing from the current government's

"quiet diplomacy" approach. 

Fuadi Pitsuwan, appointed to oversee foreign affairs,

emphasized the need to revive Thailand's role in

ASEAN and address regional challenges, including the

Myanmar crisis and environmental issues. The party's

foreign policy, known as the 3Rs (Revive, Rebalance,

and Recalibrate), aims to establish a rules-based

approach and regain Thailand's influence on the

international stage. 

To address the issues in neighboring Myanmar, the

party proposes an inter-agency task force, consisting of

experts from various organizations related to national

security, the military, social development, labor, and

finance. Additionally, they advocate for leveraging the

relationship between Thailand and Myanmar to create

a humanitarian-economic nexus for mutual economic

benefits. Despite potential resistance from Myanmar,

the party remains committed to their active policies.

They intend to strengthen Thailand's position in ASEAN

and other international organizations through 300

proposed policies for government reform. Pita

Limjaroenrat affirms his readiness to become the next

Prime Minister, placing Thailand in the spotlight on

regional and international stages. [ThaiPBS1]

[ThaiPBS2] 

Thailand: Lawyer files petition to gag Move

Forward Party on royal defamation law

(lm) A Thai lawyer has asked the Office of the Attorney

General to forward a petition to the Constitutional

Court requesting that it order the progressive Move

Forward Party and its prime minister candidate, Pita

Limjaroenrat, to cease their campaign to amend or

abolish the country’s royal defamation law. [Bangkok

Post]

The lawyer, Teerayut Suwankesorn, had previously

submitted a petition to the Election Commission

seeking the poll body to examine whether the Move
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Forward Party and its members had violated the

constitution when declaring its campaign promise to

amend Section 112 of the Thai Penal Code. The

Election Commission has not responded to the

request. 

Teerayut gained prominence as the lawyer

representing pro-military activist monk Phra Buddha

Issara on charges arising from the anti-government

protests in 2014. 

Thailand: Election Commission confirms

opposition win in May 14 election

(ws) Thailand’s progressive Move Forward Party (MFP)

won 151 seats to emerge as the single-largest party in

the country’s 500-member lower house, followed by

the Pheu Thai Party with 141 seats, according to official

results published by the Election Commission on May

25. [Bloomberg] [Office of The Election Commission of

Thailand] 

Out of 52,195,920 eligible voters, 39,514,973 showed

up and cast ballots, representing a voter turnout of

75.71 percent. The official results show that the MFP

won 151 seats, which is one less than the earlier

unofficial results because of the incomplete vote count

in the third constituency of Prachinburi province. As a

result, this constituency vote has been awarded to the

Bhumjaithai Party. [Thai PBS World] [BBC Thai] 

Thailand: Election Commission rejects petitions

against Pheu Thai’s THB 10,000 digital handout

(lm) Thailand’s Election Commission (EC) has dismissed

petitions seeking the poll agency to examine whether

the main opposition Pheu Thai Party’s policy of a THB

10,000 (approx. USD 285) digital handout to everyone

aged 16 and above violates Section 73 of the law on

the election of lawmakers. At a meeting on May 29, the

EC decided to reject the petitions as the party was able

to explain how its policy would be implemented if it

was in government. [Bangkok Post]

Section 73 of the election law prohibits election

candidates or other figures from promising to give

voters assets, money or benefits. It also prohibits them

from giving misleading information about policies. In

light of this, the EC had previously asked Pheu Thai

Party to explain where the money to implement the

digital handout would come from, potential risks and
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the costs, as required by Section 57 of the Political

Party Act. 

Thailand: ‘Tub tycoon’-turned whistleblower

suggests “secret deal” to oust Move Forward

Party

(lm) Chuwit Kamolvisit, a self-described “super-pimp”

who has evolved into a corruption hero after

repeatedly exposing police and state officials bribery,

has posted on his Facebook post about what he

described as “a new secret deal” that would make the

progressive Move Forward Party an opposition party if

it fails to gather more than half of the House seats

required to form a government. [Facebook]

According to Chuwit, Pheu Thai, Bhumjaithai, Palang

Pracharath, Democrat, and Charthaipattana parties will

then form a coalition instead under what the

whistleblower called the “Come-Home” alliance, a

thinly veiled reference to Thailand’s self-exiled ex-

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Chuwit declined to

reveal those involved in the alleged negotiations. 

Thaksin, for his part, strongly denied the existence of

any “secret deal” on Twitter on May 28, a day after

Chuwit had posted on social media. [Bangkok Post]

In separate developments, a group of red-shirt

supporters delivered a five-point proposal to Pheu Thai

Party for consideration to drop out and take the lead in

forming new coalition partners if the Move Forward

Party fails to form the government.  However, party

leader Cholnan Srikaew has turned down this

suggestion. [ThaiPBS 3] 

Thailand: Two largest parties in eight-party

coalition squabble over house speaker job

(ws/lm) The bid by the eight-party coalition that swept

Thailand’s election earlier this month to form a

government is overshadowed by a dispute between its

two largest parties – Move Forward (MFP) and Pheu

Thai (PTP) - over the house speaker’s post. 

The row over the speaker’s job emerged soon after the

coalition signed a memorandum of understanding to

work together on an array of issues including charter

amendments and ending military conscription while

omitting the contentious issue of amending Thailand’s

royal defamation law, a key pre-election promise of the

MFP [see AiR No. 21, May/2023, 4]. the MFP laid claim
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to the speaker’s job, saying it’s crucial to pushing

through its progressive laws and ensuring

parliamentary transparency that it had promised to

voters. But PTP has argued that the MFP cannot keep

all key positions to itself at the expense of other

coalition partners. [ThaiPBS 1] [ChannelNewsAsia]

[Thai Examiner] [The Thaiger]

Against this backdrop and calling for truce, the bloc’s

prime minister candidate Pita Limjaroenrat wrote on

Twitter on May 26 that the dispute over whose

nominee should be speaker of the House of

Representatives is a “minor issue compared to the

mission entrusted to us by the people”. [Bloomberg]

Later, the PTP also issued a statement on Facebook,

stating that the House speaker must represent all

people and should push for the implementation of the

policies from the whole coalition government, not just

from one specific party. [ThaiPBS 2] [PTP Facebook] 

Thailand: Caretaker Prime Minister Prayut

mum over rumors he will stay on

(lm) Thailand’s caretaker Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-

cha brushed aside rumors that he will remain in office

if the eight-party coalition that swept national elections

earlier this month fell apart. [Bangkok Post 1]

Doubts emerged if the eight-party alliance led by

progressive Move Forward Party (MFP) will back party

leader Pita Limjaroenrat's bid to become the next

prime minister and succeed in putting together a

coalition. The coalition has 313 combined House seats,

63 seats short of a simple majority in a joint sitting of

both chambers of Parliament. Moreover, the MFP and

Pheu Thai Party, the second-largest party in the

coalition, recently locked horns over which party

should take the House speaker post. 

Against this backdrop, the secretary-general of the

United Thai Nation (UTN) party told reporters on May

27 that the party could join the MFP-led coalition if

Prime Minister Prayut remains in the group. Akanat

Promphan also said the UTN would not agree to any

attempt to amend or abolish Thailand’s royal

defamation law, which is one of MFP’s key campaign

promises. [Bangkok Post 2].

Thailand: Democrat Party defers electing new

leader
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(lm) Thailand’s Democrat Party on May 24 deferred

choosing its new leader and board members until after

the Election Commission finishes certifying the recently

held national election. Incumbent party chief Jurin

Laksanawisit announced he was stepping down

following in light of the unofficial results of the May 14

polls, in which Thailand’s oldest running party won

fewer-than-expected seats in the country’s lower

house. The Election Commission has 60 days to

officially endorse the results of the election. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Activist charged with royal

defamation for the twentieth time

(lm) Thai activist Parit Chiwarat – better known by his

nickname “Penguin” has been charged with royal

defamation, and authorities have filed for this bail to

be revoked. The Criminal Court in February 2022

granted bail to Penguin after almost 200 days (about 6

and a half months) in pre-trial detention after he

agreed not to get involved in activities deemed to

dishonor the monarchy or stir up unrest. [The

Standard, in Thai] 

Thailand: Academic charged with defamation

by leading energy development company

(lm) Gulf Energy Development, one of Thailand’s

largest power producers, has filed a defamation suit

against Sarinee Achavanuntakul, a critic of energy

monopolies and advocate of good governance in

business, over a social media post she made in April

about power plant monopolies and the rise in

electricity costs. 

In her post, Sarinee discussed an independent power

producer bid, where Gulf Energy was the sole winner,

and a lawsuit resulting from a complaint filed by the

Labour Union of the Electricity Generating Authority of

Thailand to the State Sector Budget Expenditure

Monitoring and Audit Committee that the bid may

have been fraudulent. 

Observers say the lawsuit qualifies as a SLAPP –

Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation. SLAPPs

are used to silence and intimidate critics or their

activities by draining the target’s financial resources.

SLAPPs are effective because even a meritless lawsuit

can take years and many thousands of dollars to

defend. [The Standard] [News Directory 3] [Prachatai

English]
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Thailand: Court rejects petition from accused

ex-national parks chief

(lm) Thailand’s Central Criminal Court for Corruption

and Misconduct Cases on May 30 rejected the

complaint of the country’s former national parks chief

against police who arrested him over a bribery scandal

in December last year. Rutchada Suriyakul Na Ayutya

had filed a complaint against members of the Anti-

Corruption Division of the Thai police, accusing them

of malfeasance, fabicating evidence, trespass,

maltreatment and illegal assembly. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police chief orders highway patrol to

investigate bribe claims

(lm) Thailand’s police chief has ordered the country’s

highway patrol to investigate claims that drivers of

overloaded lorries are not being arrested because they

display special stickers purchased in exchange for

several thousands of Thai baht per month. [Bangkok

Post]

Thailand: Progressive Move Forward Party

proposes reclassifying marijuana as a narcotic

(nk) The progressive Move Forward Party has proposed

reclassifying marijuana as a narcotic. With

approximately 1.1 million registered cannabis growers

and numerous flourishing businesses, the potential

reversal of the cannabis market is causing anxiety.

While the party aims to regulate cannabis and address

the legal vacuum, unlicensed street vendors and

smuggled imports will be targeted, the legally

established businesses will receive protection. The

party seeks to strike a balance between supporting

businesses and addressing regulatory concerns

[Reuters] 

The decision to reclassify marijuana is part of the

coalition government’s memorandum of

understanding (MOU). Supporters emphasize the

economic benefits and medical uses, while others raise

concerns about public use and the lack of regulation.

[Coconuts Bangkokok] [ThaiPBS] 

Timor-Leste: Opposition party wins election in

major upset to ruling coalition
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(nk/lm) Xanana Gusmão, a former rebel and the first

president of independent Timor-Leste, has won the

country’s parliamentary election, paving the way for a

return to power. Fellow independence figure Mari

Alkatiri's incumbent Fretilin party, formally the

Revolutionary Front for an Independent East Timor,

won only 25.7 percent, according to the electoral

commission. [TATOLI] 

However, Gusmão may contest the count after his

party, the National Congress for Timorese

Reconstruction (CNRT), fell just short of an outright

majority, securing 31 out of 65 seats in the National

Parliament with 41 percent of the votes. Thus, to form

a government, Gusmão will need to join forces with at

least one other party in a coalition. 

The Technical Secretariate for Electoral Administration

(STAE) registered a total of 890,145 Timorese voters for

the parliamentary elections. It is worth noting that a

significant proportion of the electorate comprises

young voters, as 65 percent of the country's population

is below the age of 30. [ABC] 

The newly elected National Parliament is expected to

commence its term on June 12. 

Vietnam: Political activist sentenced to more

than five years in prison

(dql) Vietnamese political activist Bui Tuan Lam has

been sentenced to five-and-a-half years in prison after

a court found him guilty of conducting propaganda

against the state. 

The backdrop of the verdict is a video Lam posted in

2021 and in which he mimicked the Minister of Public

Security General To Lam eating a USD 2,000 steak in a

high-end restaurant in London. [BBC] 
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IPEF nations: Agreement on cooperation in

supply chain resilience

(dql) 14 nations participating in US-led Indo-Pacific

Economic Framework (IPEF) met on May 27 in Detroit

and agreed to a deal that marks the initiative's first

tangible outcome since its launch in May 2022 year. 

The trade ministers of the US, Japan, South Korea,

Australia, New Zealand, India, Fiji and seven members

of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations -

including Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia,

the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam –

reached an agreement on the establishment of “an

emergency communications channel for the IPEF

partners to seek support during a supply chain

disruption and to facilitate information sharing and

collaboration among the IPEF partners during a crisis,

enabling a faster and more effective response that

minimizes negative effects on their economies.”

They also agreed to set up a mechanism for the joint

development of “sector-specific action plans for critical

sectors and key goods to enhance the resilience of IPEF

partner’s supply chains, including through

diversification of sources, infrastructure and workforce

development, enhanced logistics connectivity, business

matching, joint research and development, and trade

facilitation.” [Department of Commerce, USA] 

According to the US and Japan, the agreement is the

first multilateral supply chain deal ever. Both countries

seek to keep what they call China's coercive economic

activities in check by creating a framework for

cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. [Nikkei Asia]

[The Mainichi] 

China's Xi promotes greater engagement of

Eurasian Economic Union with Belt and Road

Initiative

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-qk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-qu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-al/


(ms) On May 24, at the opening ceremony of the

Eurasian Economic Forum of the Eurasian Economic

Union (EAEU), Xi addressed the participating heads of

government and appealed for closer cooperation

between China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the

EAEU to strengthen economic cooperation between

Europe and Asia.

The EAEU is an economic alliance composed of

Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Russia,

all countries that are also members of the BRI. Xi's call

comes just days after he hosted the China-Central Asia

Summit in China, in which Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan

participated, along with Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and

Uzbekistan [see AiR No. 21, May/2023, 4].

During both events, Xi stressed the importance of the

Central Asian and Eurasian countries working together

not only for the economic benefits of the countries

involved, but also for the creation of a "multipolar

world." Under this term, China understands the

abolition of the supposedly existing unipolar world,

which should be tailored to the needs of the U.S. as a

hegemon, with the creation of a world in which

countries can act freely without the influence of the

"superpower" hovering over them.

The real importance of the countries of Eurasia and

Central Asia to China, apart from the large reserves of

fossil fuels that are crucial to the Chinese economy, is

that their geographic location would allow them to

serve as a land bridge between China and Europe,

opening up the possibility for China to shift more

goods traffic to rail. [China Daily] [Chinese Ministry of

Foreign Affairs]

An important topic at the EAEU was also Russia's war

of aggression against Ukraine, which may have led to

at least a superficial rift within the five member

countries. Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev

argued that there would be one union state within the

EAEU, consisting of Belarus and Russia, which operates

under the formula "[t]wo countries, one state [...] with

a single political, legal, military, economic, monetary,

cultural and humanitarian space, with a single union

government and a single union parliament" and that

the remaining countries would not be able to keep up

with this form of integration. He also criticized Russia

for repeatedly suspending Kazakh oil exports to

Europe through the Russian city of Novorossiysk in the

Black Sea. [The Moscow Times]

As indicated at the China-Central Asia Summit, China

could end up being the big beneficiary of the emerging

rift between the countries and Russia, as it positions

itself through repeated bilateral and multilateral
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negotiations and cooperation to penetrate the power

vacuum left by Russia and provide an alternative

source of influence in the region.

In response to the arms delivery, China's second

aircraft carrier, the Shandong, transited the Taiwan

Strait, a route Chinese experts said was merely the

shortest route, but they also stressed that it could also

be seen as a warning signal to possible supporters or

proponents of Taiwanese independence. [Global Times

2]

Chinese peace envoy meets with EU and Russia

respectively

(ms) China's special envoy for Eurasian affairs Li Hui

met with representatives of major European countries

as well as the EU during his trip to Europe and then

traveled to Russia where he met with Russian Foreign

Minister Sergei Lavrov.

On May 25, Li met with a delegation of key EU officials,

and the two sides exchanged views on Russia's war of

aggression against Ukraine. Little concrete information

was disclosed by either side about the exchange;

reportedly, the EU set expectations for China to call on

Russia to withdraw from Ukraine "immediately and

unconditionally." Li did not comment in this regard, but

stressed after the meeting that China and the EU were

largely in agreement in their views on the war, which

presumably should not be interpreted as China's

agreement with the European request.

He added that China supports European countries in

strengthening their strategic autonomy and working

for the long-term stability of the European continent.

This concept of Europe's "strategic autonomy" also

played an important role in Li's meeting with

representatives of the French and German foreign

ministries shortly before the meeting in Brussels, he

added, echoing French President Emmanuel Macron's

words during his visit to China in early April, which

were highly controversial in Europe.

Macron with regard to a possible military confrontation

between the U.S. and China over Taiwan, said that

France and Europe should not become "vassal" of the

U.S. and should not involve themselves in the war. In

this context, Macron introduced the concept of

strategic autonomy, which sees Europe in a role more

detached from the United States. What China in her

goals of the creation of a "multipolar world" with which

a clear weakening of the sphere of influence of the USA
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would go along strongly supported [see AIR No. 15,

April/2023, 2].

Concrete contents were not revealed at the meetings

in Berlin and Paris, but in both meetings the European

representatives welcomed China's engagement and

stressed its importance in ending the war of

aggression and expressed their willingness to

cooperate more closely with China in this respect and

beyond. [CGTN] [Chinese Foreign Ministry 1] [Chinese

Foreign Ministry 2] [South China Morning Post]

Only one day after the meeting with EU

representatives, Li already arrived in Russia and met

with Russia's Foreign Minister Lavrov. In addition to

emphasizing the close relations between the two

neighboring countries, the main topic of the meeting is

said to have been the ending of the war of aggression.

Li assured that China will continue to take an "objective

and fair" position in the peace negotiations, as it has

since the beginning of the war of aggression, and will

therefore continue to take Russia's interests into

account.

Concrete details about possible solutions were not

published after the meeting in Russia, it is only known

that China's 12-point peace plan from February this

year [see plan] was a point of the conversation.

[Chinese Foreign Ministry 3] [Foreign Brief] [South

China Morning Post 2]

The meetings discussed above were preceded by a

meeting with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro

Kuleba. The Wall Street Journal reported, among other

things, that during the meeting Li urged Ukraine to

cede the Russian-occupied territories in Ukraine to

Russia for the sake of peace. However, Kuleba rejected

these reports as false and also with the exchange with

the other destinations of Hui in Europe, Kuleba

assured that China has not made such demands.

[Global Times] [Pravada]

China-Africa: Chinese Foreign Minister attends

Africa Day reception in Beijing

(ms) China's Foreign Minister Qin Gang attended the

Africa Day reception in Beijing and emphasized the

importance of China-Africa relations in his speech.

The main content of the reception was a review of

China's long-lasting cooperation with the African

continent. According to Qin, over the past decade,

China and Africa have entered a new era of building a

China-Africa community with a shared future "guided
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by the principles of sincerity, real results,

connectedness and good faith." Building on this, he

said it is essential for China and Africa to work closely

together in the future, in which framework he put

forward five proposals that could constitute the

approach of deepening relations: "safeguarding each

other's legitimate rights and interests, promoting

modernization in their own right, promoting the

reform of the global governance system, working on

common security, and strengthening the exchange of

civilizations and mutual appreciation." [CGTN 1] [CGNT

2] [Chinese Foreign Ministry] [Global Times]

China reiterates its commitment to early

repatriation of Rohingya

(az/lm) During the 12th Foreign Office Consultation

(FOC) between Bangladesh and China, the delegation

from Beijing reiterated its commitment to facilitate an

early repatriation of Rohingya refugees from

Bangladesh to Myanmar’s Rakhine State, saying such a

move would be “beneficial for Bangladesh, Myanmar

and the entire region”. The Chinese side also said

Beijing is interested in building regional connectivity in

South and Southeast Asia under its Belt and Road

Initiative. [The Daily Star] [The Financial Express]

Bangladeshi officials informed that the Rohingyas are

well afraid of their security after arriving Myanmar,

which is halting the start of the repatriation process.

The Bangladeshi delegation stated that without a

proper solution to the crisis, the country is facing

security threat in the local area which is also affecting

the Indo-Pacific strategy and stability in the region.

Both sides discussed the public security issues, and the

Chinese side assured of providing help to tackle the

drug trafficking in Bangladesh. [The Daily Star]

The recent Dhaka visit by the Chinese delegation, led

by Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs Sun Weidong, is the

latest in a series of high-level diplomatic engagements

indicating that Beijing sought a bilateral resolution

before the start of the monsoon season next month.

Chinese Special Envoy on Myanmar Deng Xijun visited

Dhaka in April; that visit was followed by a trip by

Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen's to

Kunming for meetings with officials from China and

Myanmar [see AiR No. 17, April/2023, 4]. 

Japan-US, Philippines: First trilateral maritime

drill to kick off this week

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-fh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-fk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-fk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-fu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-zl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-zr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-zy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-zj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-zt/


(dql) Japan, the US and the Philippines will conduct

their first trilateral maritime exercise off the coast of

the Philippines in this week, as announced Philippine

officials on May 29. 

Aimed to display the interoperability near the South

China Sea, the week-long exercise will include

communication exercises, maneuvering drills, photo

exercises as well as maritime law enforcement training

and search-and-rescue and involve around 400 coast

guards from the three countries.  

The U.S. Coast Guard cutter Stratton, the Japan Coast

Guard ship Akitsushima and four Philippine Coast

Guard vessels are said to participate in the training.

[Naval News] 

Meanwhile, defense ministers of Australia, Japan, the

Philippines and the US are – according to a diplomatic

source – planning to hold their first-ever quadrilateral

talks, possibly in Singapore on the sidelines of the

annual Asia Security Conference, known as Shangri-La

Dialogue, scheduled for this week.  

The four ministers are likely to discuss ways to

strengthen their security cooperation, amid increasing

concern China’s growing military presence in the South

and East China seas, and to explore possibilities of

joint maritime patrol by vessels of the four countries in

the South China Sea. [Kyodo News] 

South Korea-Pacific Island nations: Cooperation

in multiple areas to be deepened

(dql) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol and the

leaders of a group of Pacific Island nations reached

agreement on expanding cooperation in multiple

areas, including the response to the climate crisis and

economic development, along with cooperation in

maritime, energy, cyber and health.

The agreement was reached during the inaugural

summit held between South Korea and Pacific Island

nations, hosted by South Korea in Seoul on May 29 and

30 and attended by 12 leaders and five minister-level

officials from 17 of the 18 members of the Pacific

Islands Forum (PIF). [KBS] 

Yoon also announced that his country will double its

official development assistance for Pacific Islands

nations to USD 40 million by 2027. 

The two parties also agreed on biennial talks between

their foreign ministers every two years and on
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continuing with summits. 

The summit came on the heels of last week’s third

Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC),

hosted by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in

Papua New Guinea (PNG). The summit coincided with

US Secretary Antony Blinken’s visit to PNG where he

held talks with Pacific leaders, and signed defense co-

operation and maritime surveillance agreements with

PNG [see AiR No. 21, May/2023, 4]. 

On the sidelines of the summit, South Korea and Niue

established formal diplomatic relations. Among the PIF

members, Niue was the only country without formal

diplomatic ties with South Korea. [Yonhap News

Agency] 

High-level OIC delegation visits Bangladesh,

calls on member states to help Gambia run

Rohingya case

(az) On May 28, Organisation of Islamic Cooperation

(OIC) Secretary General Hissein Brahim Taha during a

visit to Dhaka urged the bloc’s member states to fund

Gambia to run the case in the International Court of

Justice (ICJ) on Rohingya genocide. Bangladesh’s

Foreign Minister of Bangladesh Dr A K Abdul Momen

admired the OIC’s call to support Gambia regarding the

case filed against Myanmar. The Bangladeshi foreign

minister reiterated the urge to solve the Rohingya

crisis as the country wants improved security and

stability. [The Financial Express] [Daily Sun]

Sri Lanka mulls applying to join Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership bloc,

president says

(ns/lm) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe told

the Nikkei's Future of Asia forum on May 25 that his

country intends to apply for membership in the 15-

nation Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership

(RCEP) trade bloc, as Colombo seeks to rebuild its

crisis-hit economy. [Nikkei Asia] 

The RCEP is a free trade agreement (FTA) between the

ten member states of the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its five FTA partners

Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea.

Known as the world's largest free trade pact, RCEP

covers about 30 percent of the world's gross domestic

product and population. 
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Notably, painting a picture of smaller countries caught

between China and the United States, Wickremesinghe

told the audience that his country “is committed to

multi-layered connectivity in the Indo-Pacific.” He

expressed hopes that his state and other Asian nations

are willing to accommodate both: the US and its allies

in the Indo-Pacific region and the Belt and Road

Initiative of Beijing.

Sri Lanka Navy recovers 14 bodies from

capsized Chinese fishing vessel

(ns/lm) The Sri Lanka Navy has recovered 14 bodies

from a capsized Chinese fishing vessel after conducting

a search and rescue (SAR) operation in the

multinational search effort. Several countries, including

Australia, India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, the Maldives, and

the Philippines, joined in rescue efforts for 39 missing

crew members after the Chinese distant-water fishing

vessel capsized on May 16. [Ministry of Defence – Sri

Lanka] 

Pakistan seeks United States nod to avoid USD

18 billion penalty for Iran gas pipeline

(tj/lm) Pakistan has reportedly pleaded with the United

States to either grant permission for the construction

of a gas pipeline to Iran, or to assist Islamabad in

paying an USD 18 billion penalty it could face if it the

project was not finished by March next year. [Dawn] 

The Iran-Pakistan pipeline, also known has the Peace

pipeline, will transport natural gas from Iran’s South

Pars field to Pakistan’s Baluchistan and Sindh

provinces. The USD 7.5 billion project was expected to

be completed by 2014. But while Iran has completed

construction of the pipeline which falls on its side of

the border, work has not progressed in the Pakistani

territory. 

Thus, the agreement was revised in 2019 to provide

more time to Pakistan. But having already incurred

losses in billions due to the delay, Teheran recently

notified that it will move ahead with arbitration court

proceedings if Islamabad fails to complete the project

by March next year. 

Against this backdrop, Pakistani Petroleum Minister

Musadik Malik raised the issue with US officials when

he visited Washington earlier this month. But to this

date, the White House is still reviewing the request. 
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Notably, a section of Pakistani policymakers in Pakistan

has said that Washington should be willing to pay the

penalty if it refuses the waiver, noting that it exempted

Chabahar Port, Iran’s only port with direct access to

the Indian Ocean, from sanctions in recognition of its

importance to landlocked Afghanistan. The port is

being built largely by India and allows New Delhi to

bypass rival Pakistan to trade with Central Asia and

Africa. 

Cambodian delegation attends the Korean

Global Green Network assembly

(ns) On May 25-26, the State Secretary of the

Environment Ministry led the Cambodian delegation to

attend the Korea Global Green Network Meeting 2023

in South Korea. The South Korean Prime Minister

presided over the assembly with approximately 400

representatives from the surrounding regions.

The Cambodian representative made a statement on

the green developments in its Kingdom and urged

South Korea to cooperate through private investments

in projects including waste management, carbon

credit, and human resource development. The

delegation also met with the Korea Institute of Industry

and Environmental Technology representatives to

discuss collaboration in environmental protection.

[Khmer Times]

MIKTA agrees on joint capacity building project

in agricultural sector

(ys) The five members of MIKTA (Mexico, Indonesia,

South Korea, Türkiye and Australia) met in Bali,

Indonesia, on May 24-26, for the 3rd High-Level

Meeting of MIKTA Development Cooperation Network,

where Indonesia holds this year’s chairmanship.  

In this meeting, the member parties agreed on joint

capacity building in the agricultural sector for

developing countries in the African region, which will

be conducted in the third quarter of this year.

[Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in Bahasa

Indonesia] 

MIKTA is a platform where the five middle-power

countries meet and discuss cooperation in the

international development agenda, including the

realization of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
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Laotian President attends “Future of Asia”

conference in Japan

(ws) Alongside with several ministerial figures from

Asian countries, including Vietnam, Singapore,

Thailand, and Sri Lanka, President Thongloun Sisoulith

attended the Future of Asia Conference under the

theme, “Leveraging Asia’s Power to Confront Global

Challenges” from 25-26 May, which he addressed the

economic significance of high-speed Laos-China

Railway, and the country’s debt burden. He admitted

that Laos has a huge amount of external debt, but

it remains manageable. Moreover, he disagreed

with the narrative of debt trap theory as he viewed

that the railway has significantly contributed to

the economy, paving way to a better future for Laos.

[Laotian Times 1] [Laotian Times 2]

During his official trip to attend the forum, he also paid

a visit to Japan’s Emperor Naruhito at the Imperial

Palace in Tokyo, where they expressed the significance

of the relations and cooperation between the two

countries. [Laotian Times 3] 

Future of Asia forum is an international conference

where influential leaders in politics, economics and

academic from the Asia-Pacific region gather and

discuss frankly and freely on regional issues, and the

changing role Asia at the global level. It has been held

by Nikkei annually since 1995. [Nikkei Forum] 

Malaysia, Indonesia to meet EU policymakers to

discuss new EU regulation on palm oil

(dql) Indonesian chief economics minister Airlangga

Hartarto and Malaysian commodities minister Fadillah

Yusof will be among to officials Indonesia and Malaysia

have sent to Brussels to voice rejection of a new

European Union (EU) regulation that bans the trading

of commodities associated with deforestation,

including palm oil, in a meeting with European

policymakers. 

During the meeting, scheduled for this week, ways to

minimize the regulation’s impact on palm oil

producers, particularly smallholders, will be discussed. 

The rule, which the EU formally adopted on May 16,

bans the trading within the bloc of products and

commodities linked to deforestation and forest

degradation. To be able to enter the EU market, the

regulation requires producers to submit “verifiable”

information proving that their commodities were not

grown on land that was deforested after 2020. 
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The two Southeast Asian countries are the world’s two

biggest palm oil producers and have long protested EU

policies against palm oil, rejecting them as

discriminatory and protectionist of Europe’s own

oilseeds industry. [Mongabay] 

USD 333 million is needed for rehabilitation

activities for Myanmar after Cyclone Mokha,

UNOCHA says

(wn) The United Nations Office for the Coordination of

Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) has announced that it

will take approximately USD 333 million to repair the

damage caused by Cyclone Mokha, which hit

Mynamar’s Rakhine State on May 14.  

The World Food Program has provided emergency

food and some money to nearly 115,900 people in

Rakhine affected by the storm, according to its report.

Out of the 3.5 million local people who were worst

affected by cyclone in Myanmar, more than 1.5 million

people are in need of emergency assistance. Currently,

it is estimated that nearly 9,000 metric tons of rice and

a fund of USd 1.5 million will be needed for the

800,000 people affected by the storm, according to

WFP's press release. [OCHA - WFP Report] [VOA

Burmese in Burmese 1] [VOA Burmese, in Burmese 2] 

United States warns of visa curbs for

Bangladesh citizens; Dhaka assures of free

elections

(az/lm) Bangladesh will take steps to tackle and

prevent unlawful practices or interference in its

national elections to be held in January next year,

authorities said on May 25, a day after the United

States in a preemptive warning announced it would

restrict visas to Bangladeshi citizens who undermine

elections.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the move

was intended to “support Bangladesh's goal of holding

free, fair and peaceful national elections.” He said it

would affect current or former officials, politicians,

members of law enforcement agencies, the judiciary

and security services “believed to be responsible for, or

complicit in, undermining the democratic election

process” in the South Asian country. 

Bilateral relations between Washington and Dhaka hit

a new low in December 2021, when the US Treasury

Department announced unilateral sanctions on
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Bangladesh’s elite security force — the Rapid Action

Battalion (RAB) and some of its former and current

security officials [see AiR No. 50, December/2021, 2]. In

the period that followed, the Bangladesh government

left no stone unturned in its efforts to get the Biden

administration to withdraw the sanctions — from

intense official communications to substantive actions

taken toward improving the security force’s

enforcement mechanism. 

Recently, Bangladesh’s main opposition party, the BNP,

has been calling for protests around the country,

demanding the resignation of the Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina. Furthermore, there international rights

watchdog Human Rights Watch has reported multiple

incidents of harassing and attacking journalists . [The

Straits Times]

Bangladesh, United States hold joint naval

exercise in Chattogram

(az) Under the name “Tiger Shark 40”, Bangladesh and

the United States on May 24 launched a joint naval

exercise at the South Asian country’s seaport of

Chattogram. The naval drill began with an aim to

strengthen mutual exchange of technical knowledge,

and the enhancement of strategic abilities of the two

countries. [Adda 247 Current Affairs] 

Saudi Arabia offers Bangladesh to turn South

Asian nation into regional investment hub

(az/lm) During a recent visit of Bangladeshi Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina to Qatar, Saudi Arabia’s

ministers of investment, and economy and planning

met with the South Asian leader to discuss possible

investment plans. The Kingdom is reportedly attracted

by Bangladesh's stability and strategic location, and

plans to develop the country into a major investment

hub by investing in Dhaka’s fuel, petrochemical,

shipping lines, and fertilizer sectors. To facilitate Saudi

trade, Prime Minister Hasina offered two of

Bangladesh's major seaports as economic zones.

[Fibre2Fashion] 

Bangladesh open to buying more discounted

Russian oil to tackle energy shortage

(az/lm) Bangladesh will continue to buy Russian oil if

it’s offered at an affordable price despite concerns
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about antagonizing the West as the South Asian nation

looks to secure energy supplies, Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina said last week during the Qatar Economic

Forum. [Russia Today]

Dhaka buys oil mainly from Middle Eastern countries

including Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates

under long-term deals. But in light of soaring

commodity prices and fuel-price hikes, Dhaka is

struggling to preserve dwindling foreign currency

reserves and shore up its shaky economy. Thus,

Russian oil looks appealing and has been purchased by

neighbors like India at hefty discounts [see AiR No. 21,

May/2023, 4 ]. [The Economic Times]

Cambodia receives additional loan extension

and grant aid from Japan

(ns) On May 23, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen

met the President of Japanese DMG MORI Co. Ltd,

More Masahiko. The parties discussed the Cambodia–

Japan Digital Production Centre and its objectives.

These include the promotion of digitalization of the

Cambodian industrial sector, the development of

human resources in the given industry, and enhancing

cooperation between Cambodian and Japanese

industries using digital systems.

The Project is a collaboration between DMG MORI Co.

Ltd, the Royal Japanese Government, and the Royal

University of Phnom Penh. Cambodian [Cambodian

Prime Minister – Facebook]

The following day, the Cambodian Deputy Prime

Minister and Foreign Minister met with the Japanese

Ambassador to sign agreements on the loan extension

for the National Road No. 5 Improvement Project and

additional grant aid for the project on Human

Resource Development Scholarship. The value credited

to the implementation of agreements equals

approximately USD 52.6 million and USD 2.67 million,

respectively. [Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs §

International Cooperation]

Cambodian King visits India to increase

cooperation between the States

(ns) On May 29, Cambodian King Norodom Sihamoni

arrived in India for an official visit to increase

cooperation between the States.
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The following day, the King presided over the banquet

ceremony in his honor hosted by President Droupadi

Murmu. The King had scheduled meetings with the

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Vice

President, and the Minister of External Affairs.

The visit marks the 70th anniversary of diplomatic

relations between India and Cambodia. The Indian

External Affairs Ministry reports that bilateral relations

between the counterparts encompass cultural heritage

and convergence on economic and regional matters.

Concurrently, the trade in the pharmaceutical,

automobile, and mining industries is growing between

Cambodia and India. [Hindustan Times]

China-US: New Chinese Ambassador to the USA

assumes office

(ms) On May 23, Xie Feng, former Vice Minister of

Foreign Affairs of China, took up his new post as

China's Ambassador to the United States in

Washington and set himself the goal of improving

bilateral cooperation despite the tense situation

between the two largest world economies.

Unlike Qin Gang, who previously held the post of

ambassador to the U.S. and was promoted to become

China's foreign minister last December, Xie already has

plenty of experience working with and in the U.S. when

he takes office. Xie has more than 20 years of

experience working with the U.S., having held several

positions in the Chinese Embassy in Washington as

well as in the North American and Oceanic Affairs

Department of the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

including as director general of the department from

2010 to 2014.

It is difficult to predict which course Xie will take in his

new position, since on the one hand he is focusing on

cooperation between the two countries, but on the

other hand he has also been conspicuous in the past

for his very clear criticism of the United States. What

can be seen, however, is that with the appointment of

such an experienced official, China is giving great

importance to the exchange with the U.S., which was

not always the case in the past. [Al Jazeera] [CNBC]

[Politico] [The Diplomat]

As one of his first official acts, Xie met with former U.S.

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, who was

instrumental in opening U.S.-China relations under U.S.

President Nixon in the early 1970s. On Twitter, Xie

wrote that Kissinger was a "great thinker, a curious
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learner, a trailblazer in China-US relations, and an old

friend of Chinese people" and congratulated him on

the occasion of his 100th birthday on May 27. [Xie Feng

via Twitter] [Xinhua]

China- Philippines: Beijing places three

"navigation" beacons in waters around

disputed Spratly Islands

(ms) China has placed three "navigation" beacons in

the disputed waters around the Spratly Islands in the

South China Sea claimed by several countries,

responding to a similar placement by the Philippines a

few weeks ago.

The Spratly Islands are an archipelago in the middle of

the South China Sea, which is claimed in whole or in

part by China and the Philippines, but also by Brunei,

Malaysia, Taiwan and Vietnam.

While both China and the Philippines justified the

placement of the buoys to "ensure the safety of ships'

navigation and operations," experts in both cases

agree that it is an attempt by the two countries to

solidify their territorial claims.

Despite the Philippine effort, China has de facto

control over the islands. Under the nine-dash line,

China claims large parts of the South China Sea,

including the area around the Spratly Islands, for itself,

thereby accepting to encroach the actual waters of

neighboring countries in the region. China is due to

their far superior military capacities in particular in the

Navy able to enforce their claims to a large extent.

In the course of this China started to build

infrastructure on the largest islands of the archipelago,

at the beginning this was mainly limited to military

infrastructure, but China is also starting to build civil

one and plans to colonize the archipelagos further and

further strengthen their territorial claims [see AiR No.

18, May/2023, 1]. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

China-Congo: Heads of State upgrade bilateral

relations

(ms) In the course of Democratic Republic of Congo

(DRC) President Felix-Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo's

state visit to Beijing from May 24 to 29, he and Chinese

President Xi Jinping called for upgrading the two

countries' bilateral relations from "a strategic
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partnership of win-win cooperation to a

comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership."

China represents the DRC's largest export destination,

with exports worth USD 11.5 billion as of 2021. These

exports are mainly composed of raw materials, in the

case of the DRC copper and cobalt and uranium. In this

context, China is focusing primarily on investment in

the mining business. Large parts of the investments

are handled by the company Sino Congolaise des

Mines (Sicomines) as an intermediary. A company

which is owned to 20 percent by the DRC state-owned

company Gécamines and to 80 percent by various

Chinese state-owned companies. [The Observatory of

Economic Complexity]

The existing contracts between the two countries date

back to the DRC's previous government, which is why

Tshisekedi Tshilombo announced in April of this year

that he would review the contracts concerning the

company Sicomines and seek to revise them to ensure

that they are of more benefit to the DRC. One goal is

for the DRC government to no longer contract

primarily with Chinese companies, but to contract

directly with the Chinese government. [Mining

Technolgy]

During the visit, Tshisekedi Tshilombo's plans were not

publicly emphasized, but the Chinese government,

both in the form of Xi and in that of Chinese Premier Li

Qiang stressed the importance of bilateral relations

and both sides emphasized their interest in expanding

their cooperation in other fields besides the economy.

This indicates that the Chinese government is at least

willing to negotiate with its DRC counterpart.

During the visit, several agreements were signed

between the two countries on investment and

cooperation in the green and digital economy and

other areas. [Africa News] [Chinese Foreign Ministry]

[Global Times] [Xinhua]

Bhutan-China: Rapprochement without actual

result in talks on border issues

(ms) In the course of the 12th meeting of the China-

Bhutan boundary issue expert group held in Thimphu,

the capital of Bhutan, on May 24-25, both neighboring

countries expressed confidence in the "three-step"

roadmap to resolve the border dispute.

Despite the positive comments from both sides, an

actual breakthrough failed to materialize, as expected.

However, it appears that the Memorandum of
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Understanding (MoU) on a Three-Step Roadmap dating

back to 2021 is indeed successful. The aim of the MoU

was to increase the frequency of dialogues and this

can indeed be seen. The 12th meeting of the China-

Bhutan boundary issue expert group took place just

four months after the 11th and during the meeting it

was announced that the next round will be held in

Beijing, the Chinese capital, rather than in Kunming, as

was previously the case, which observers say could

signal progress in the dialogue.

Bhutan and China have been exchanging views on the

border situation between the two countries in

northern and western Bhutan for almost 40 years.

However, the one in the west around the Doklam

enclave is of particular relevance not only for the two

countries but also for India. The region is close to the

narrow corridor between Bhutan and Bangladesh that

connects India with its northeastern territories, and

India fears that a Chinese takeover of the enclave

could give China a strategic advantage in the ongoing

tense border issues between India and China.

With this in mind, while the latest meeting between

Bhutan and China may represent a rapprochement

and intensification of the effort, the issue cannot be

expected to be resolved unless India participates in the

negotiations and even then it is a long way to an actual

settlement of the dispute. [CGTN] [Chinese Foreign

Ministry] [Global Times] [The Kootneeti] [Tibetan

Review]

China warns Japan against participation in

NATO summit

(ms) The Chinese Foreign Ministry is urging Japanese

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to use caution regarding

his announced plans to attend the G7 summit to be

held in Lithuania in July.

Japan, according to the Chinese Foreign Ministry,

"needs to draw lessons from history, stay committed

to the path of peaceful development, and avoid doing

things that may erode the trust between countries and

undermine peace and stability in the region."

In addition to Kishida, China also directly criticizes

NATO, arguing that the Asia-Pacific "lies beyond the

geographical scope of the North Atlantic" and that

NATO's attempted expansion of influence in East Asia

"will inevitably undermine regional peace and

stability." [Chinese Foreign Ministry] [Global Times]

[Kyodo Times]
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China's statements come after Kishida, in the

framework of the G7 summit held in Japan from May

19 to 21 [see AiR No. 21, May/2023, 4], said he is

considering attending the G7 summit in light of "global

security concerns" and plans to contact NATO

Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg in this regard.

Kishida became the first Japanese prime minister to

attend a G7 summit in 2022 and his participation this

year would be the second. [Japan Times]

China-Russia: Xi pledges closer cooperation

with Russia

(ms) In the course of the visit of the Russian Prime

Minister Mikhail Mishustin to China from May 22 to 24

and his meeting with China's President Xi Jinping and

China's Premier Li Qiang, China assured to continue a

close cooperation between the two countries and to

develop it even further.

Xi also promised that both countries will continue to

support each other in the implementation and

protection of their respective core interests. In this

regard, the two countries will also work more closely in

existing multilateral organizations such as the UN, the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization, BRICS, and the

G20.

As in his speech at the Eurasian Economic Forum of

the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), Xi advocated

closer linkages between the Chinese-led Belt and Road

Initiative and the EAEU to strengthen trade in the

region (see entry above).

The extent to which Russia's war of aggression played

a role in the talks is not clear from public statements

by either side. [Chinese Foreign Ministry] [South China

Morning Post] [VOA News]

China-Japan: China criticizes continued

Japanese export restrictions on semiconductors

(ms) Chinese Commerce Minister Wang Wentao called

on his Japanese counterpart Yasutoshi Nishimura to

end export controls on semiconductors and accused

Japan of "smearing and attacking" China.

These clear words were reportedly exchanged during a

meeting of the two commerce ministers on May 26 on

the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

(APEC) conference in the United States. Wang added,

"Japan overrode China's strong opposition and
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industry opinion and insisted on imposing export

control measures on semiconductors, which was a

serious violation of international economic and trade

rules and damaged the foundation of industrial

development."

In particular, the criticism against the export

restrictions is based on the declaration of Japan,

together with the Netherlands, as major producers of

semiconductors or products necessary for its

production, to join the U.S.-led sanctions against the

export of advanced semiconductors, dating back to

January this year [see AiR No. 5, January/2023, 5].

Despite the harsh criticism, Wang stressed that China

continues to be "willing to work with Japan to promote

practical cooperation in key economic and trade

areas." [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China showed a similar willingness, this time in the

person of China's Vice President Han Zheng, almost

simultaneously in a meeting with Netherlands Deputy

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Wopke Hoekstra

in China's capital Beijing. Although during the meeting

the export restrictions were not concretely addressed,

at least publicly, Han nevertheless emphasized China's

willingness to intensify the economic relations of the

two countries and spoke out to "strengthen

communication and exchanges, focus on mutual

benefit and win-win results." [Chinese Foreign Ministry]

China-Ethiopia: China pledges support in

Ethiopia's post-war efforts

(ms) During a state visit by Ethiopian Deputy Prime

Minister and Foreign Minister Demeke Mekonnen

Hassen to China's capital Beijing, China's Foreign

Minister Qin Gang pledged support in the post-war

reconstruction process, promising humanitarian

assistance as well as economic support.

After the end of the two-year-long Tigray War in

Ethiopia in late 2022, China assured Ethiopia, citing the

two countries' longstanding good relations, to "help to

rehabilitate and rebuild infrastructure destroyed by

the hostilities."

In humanitarian aid, two Chinese shipments of

emergency food packages have already reached the

East African country and China would "consider

providing a new batch."

Demeke Mekonnen Hassen expressed his gratitude for

the current assistance but also for China's support

during the conflict, including in the provision of military
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equipment, and stressed the interest in further

intensifying bilateral relations between the two

countries. [Chinese Foreign Ministry] [ECNS] [South

China Morning Post]

China-South Africa: 12th China-South Africa

Strategic Dialogue

(ms) During the 12th China-South Africa Strategic

Dialogue held on May 24 in China's capital Beijing, both

countries pledged their interest in expanding bilateral

relations at all levels. In particular, the cooperation of

the BRICS countries and the importance of this for

both countries was emphasized during the meeting.

[Chinese Foreign Ministry]

China- Saudi Arabia: Political consultation held

(ms) During a meeting between China's Vice Foreign

Minister Deng Li and Deputy Foreign Minister of Saudi

Arabia Waleed Al-Khuraiji in China's capital Beijing on

May 23, both underlined their interest in expanding

bilateral cooperation between the two countries. They

also praised the success of the first China-Arab States

Summit and the China-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

Summit held in early December last year [see AiR No.

50, December/2022, 2] as an important starting point

for further intensifying GCC-China and Arab States-

China relations. [Chinese Foreign Ministry]

Indonesia-Malaysia: Cooperation in defense 

(ys) Indonesian Defense Minister, Prabowo Subianto,

met with the Malaysian Prime Minister, Anwar Ibrahim,

on May 23 on the sidelines of the 16th Langkawi

International Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition

(LIMA) in Langkawi, Malaysia. 

During the meeting, Prabowo and Anwar discussed

several issues, including strengthening the defense

cooperation between the two nations. [Indonesian

Ministry of Defense, in Bahasa Indonesia] [The Jakarta

Post] 

The 16th LIMA also brought the two nations more

cooperation in defense industry cooperation. During

the exhibition, Malaysia and Indonesia signed two

Memorandums of Understanding (MoU): first between

PT Dirgantara (PTDI) of Indonesia’s aerospace company

and AIROD Sdn. Bhd. (AIROD) of Malaysia’s aerospace
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industry to market and sell N219 aircraft

manufactured by PTDI. The second MoU is between

PTDI and SME Aerospace Sdn. Bhd. (SEMA) of Malaysia

on aerostructures. [Indonesian Ministry of Defense, in

Bahasa Indonesia] 

Indonesia-Iran: Summit of presidents 

(ys) Indonesia and Iran have agreed to strengthen their

bilateral partnership. The agreement was reached

during a two-day visit of Iranian President Ebrahim

Raisi to Indonesia on May 23 and 24.  

His trip marked the first visit of the Iranian President to

Indonesia after a years-long effort by Indonesia to

diversify its partners and enter the Middle East

market.  

Raisi and Indonesian President Joko Widodo met at the

Bogor Presidential Palace, West Java.

This summit resulted in 10 bilateral agreements,

including the Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA), that

will give Indonesia improved access to Iranian markets

by lowering tariffs on 230 items.  

The current value of both countries’ trade is at USD

250 million, and the agreement seeks to boost it to

USD 20 billion. Both parties also agreed to trade in

local currencies, leaving the dollar behind.  

Speaking after the meeting, President Joko Widodo

stated that Indonesia and Iran are continuing the

support for the Palestinian people and the ongoing

crisis in Afghanistan. President Raisi also mentioned

that US sanctions will not be able to stop Iran in any

way, including the relationship with Indonesia.  

The US Embassy in Jakarta refused to give comment on

the meeting. [The Jakarta Post] [The Jakarta Post]

[Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs] 

Japan-US: Cooperation in the field of semi-

conductors to be deepened

(dql) During a meeting between Japanese Minister of

Economy, Trade and Industry Yasutoshi Nishimura and

his U.S. counterpart Gina Raimondo on May 26, the

two sides agreed to boost cooperation on the

development of next-generation semiconductors. The

meeting was held on May 26 in Detroit, ahead of the
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Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) meeting [see

article in this edition]. 

In the joint statement, Nishimura and Raimondo also

confirmed the need to strengthen global supply chains

with other partners and through multilateral

engagements such as the IPEF and pledged to

encourage cooperation between semiconductor

research centers of the two countries with a view to

create a road map for the development of technology

and human resources associated with chips.  

As further areas of cooperation the statement

identified artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and bio-

related and quantum technologies. [Ministry of

Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan] [Department of

Commerce, USA] [Kyodo News] 

Japan-Russia: Tokyo follows G7 line in adopting

new sanctions on Russia

(eg) On 26 May, Japan followed up on its G-7

commitments made at the recent Hiroshima summit

[see AiR No. 21, May/2023, 4] to maintain strengthen

sanctions on Russia. Additional sanctions have been

put in place, including the freezing of assets of multiple

individuals and groups, and the banning of exports to

organizations related to the Russian military. 

The Hiroshima summit was attended by Ukrainian

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy, whereby Japan and the

other G7 members committed to supporting Ukraine

against the Russian invasion and agreed upon new

sanctions to maintain the pressure on Russia.

The updated sanctions list targets groups and

individuals alleged to have helped Russia evade pre-

existing sanctions. This is intended to achieve the G7's

aim of preventing Russia from diverting sanctions

through third countries and continuing to build up its

industrial base. 

Japan also used its legacy of atomic attack to criticize

Russia’s intention of deploying tactical nuclear

weapons in neighboring and allied Belarus, which the

Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno called

“absolutely impermissible.” 

As part of the G7, Japan is increasingly concerned

about the impact of conflict on Asia, especially with

China’s threats to claim sovereignty over Taiwan by

force. [Asahi Shimbun] 

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-yhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-yhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-yhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-yhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-ykl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-ykr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-yky/


Mayor of Laos’ capital visits Thai counterpart to

advance cooperation

(ws) The mayor of Laos’ capital Vientiane met with his

Thai counterpart to discuss the possibilities for further

cooperation between two capital cities. [Laotian

Times] 

The meeting centered on three key aspects of

cooperation, namely education, tourism and public

health. Regarding education, both leaders exchanged

ideas on the possibility of technological use in the

education sector to enhance quality of human

resources. For the issue of public health, they

discussed the use of telemedicine to improve access to

healthcare. On the tourism aspect, both parties

highlighted the opportunity of midnight economy

development, including improving the quality of street

food, and supporting night-time businesses. [Vientiane

Times] [Laotian Times]

Moreover, both leaders also reviewed the progress of

2008 Bangkok-Vientiane memorandum of

understanding, which Bangkok agreed to support the

construction of the Bangkok-Vientiane Friendship

Public Park in the Laotian capital city with non-

monetary aid, such as sending experts and architects,

since Thai law prohibits the use of the state budget in

funding foreign projects. [Public Relations Office,

Bangkok] 

Laotian President meets with high-level Russian

delegation 

(ws) Laos’ President Thongloun Sisoulith welcomed

Dmitry Medvedev, the deputy chairman of the Security

Council of Russia, in Vientiane on May 23. Medvedav’s

visit to Lao PDR resulted in several bilateral

documents, including deepening inter political party

relations and strengthening education cooperation. 

Both countries expressed their gratitude for the long-

lasting bilateral support since the era of the former

Soviet Union and discussed policies for people’s

benefits as well as regional and international issues of

mutual concern. In this regard, they also signed a joint

declaration on closer cooperation between the United

Russia Party and the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party

(LPRP). [Laotian Times] [Vientiane Times] 

The Russian delegation was also greeted by the

Minister of National Defense, and the Minister of

Public Security, which resulted in a memorandum of
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understanding (MoU) on education cooperation.

[Laotian Times] 

Dmitry Medvedev has been a key figure of Russian

politics in the two decades. He served as the president

of the Russian Federation between 2008 to 2012, and

later got appointed as the prime minister under

President Putin’s administration from 2012 to 2020.

Currently, he acts as a Deputy Chairman of the Security

Council of the Russian Federation. [Government of the

Russian Federation] 

Malaysia-China: Chinese vessel detained over

suspicion of looting shipwrecks

(dql) Malaysia has seized a Chinese vessel suspected of

looting two British World War 2 era shipwrecks.   

The seizure came after Malaysian authorities were

tipped off by fishermen and divers last month about

a foreign vessel present off the Malaysian coast in the

South China Sea. 

The crew on board of the vessel, which is registered in

Fuzhou, China, consisted of 21 Chinese nationals, 10

Bangladeshis and one Malaysian, was looting scrap

metal and cannon shells from the war grave. [WION] 

Mongolia-Saudi Arabia: Foreign ministers meet

(dql) On May 25, Mongolian Foreign Minister B.

Battsetseg held a meeting with her Saudi Arabian

counterpart Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud. The

meeting was part of her visit to Saudi Arabia last week. 

During the meeting, the two ministers discussed

bilateral relations and cooperation, with Battsetseg

emphasizing the opportunities to develop mutually

beneficial cooperation with the Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia as part of Mongolia’s new foreign policy that

Mongolia is envisioning for Gulf countries.  

They also witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of

Understanding on Cooperation and Political

Consultative Meeting between the two foreign

ministries. Agreement was reached on arranging the

first Political Consultative Meeting soon. [Montsame 1] 

In a separate meeting with Princess Haifa bint

Muhammad Al-Saud, the Deputy Minister of Tourism

of Saudi Arabia, on the same day, Battsetseg
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reaffirmed her intention to support the development

of the tourism industry between the two countries.  

The two parties further confirmed to establish joint

communication and promotional efforts between

businesses in the tourism industry of both countries

and to activate trade and economic investment

activities with a focus on the supply of halal meat and

meat products from Mongolia to Saudi Arabia.

[Montsame 2] 

Mongolia to receive Asian Development Bank

loan for solar power project

(dql) The Asian Development Bank and Asia’s Private

Infrastructure Fund have concluded an agreement

under which Mongolia will receive an USD 18.7 million

loan for the development of a 15 MW of solar power

project in the country. [Mercom India] 

China, Myanmar hold economic expo despite

surge in anti-China sentiments, protests

(wn/lm) Despite a recent series of anti-China protests

and attacks on junta troops guarding China-backed

pipelines, China and Myanmar have held the a bilateral

economic expo at the Myanmar International

Convention Center from May 25-28. It is reported that

79 galleries from Myanmar and 40 from China

participated in the exhibition. [The Irrawaddy] 

According to Myanmar Deputy Prime Minister and

Union Minister of Planning and Finance U Win Shin,

Beijing has become a significant trading partner of

Myanmar. He also mentioned that the friendship

between the two countries has improved lately after

the State Planning and Administration Council carried

out all the duties of the country by the constitution. 

Moreover, the Chinese ambassador to Myanmar also

stated that Myanmar is Yunnan's most extensive

trading partner, the most significant import source,

and the export market. He also added that China is

ready to support stability and development, especially

when it comes to Myanmar's peace. [The Mirror

Newspaper, in Burmese] 

However, as it tries to build a relationship with

Myanmar’s military regime, Beijing is facing an

increasingly anti-China public, which accuses it of

trading the Southeast Asian nation’s freedom for its

own strategic gain. In March, at least 32 China-owned
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textile factories were burned down in several Yangon

townships, causing around USD 37 million in damage. 

North Korea-US: Sanctions against North

Korean organizations imposed

(dql) The US Department of Treasury last week slapped

new sanctions on four North Korean organizations and

one North Korean national, citing their engagement in

illegal cyber activities that help fund the country's illicit

weapons development programs. 

Among the targeted entities are the Pyongyang

University of Automation, Technical Reconnaissance

Bureau and its subordinate cyber unit, as well as

Chinyong Information Technology Cooperation

Company. [The Korea Herald] 

United Kingdom army chief arrives in Pakistan

to discuss military cooperation

(mha) British army chief Sir Patrick Sanders arrived in

Pakistan on May 29 for a five-day “Defense

Engagement” visit. During his visit, General Sanders will

meet with his Pakistani counterpart, General Syed

Asim Munir, besides attending to other defense

engagements. Bilateral military cooperation in

response to climate change-related crises will be a key

focus of this visit. [The Tribune] 

The existing defense relations between the two

countries include Pakistani officers undertaking

training at the UK’s Royal Military Academy Sandhurst,

the Advance Command and Staff Course and the Royal

College of Defense Studies. Furthermore, the UK’s

Ministry of Defence was directly involved in providing

assistance for flood relief operations, airlifting in 8

boats and ten portable electricity generators at the

request of the then Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff. 

Philippines-USA: Joint projects at new US base

locations

(dql) The Philippine Armed Forces have disclosed that

the Philippines and the US have agreed on plans of the

US military for 14 projects at four Philippine sites,

including bases it will use under a newly expanded

defense deal, have been proposed by the US.  

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-yuh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-yuk/


Part of the 2014 Enhanced Defense Cooperation

Agreement (EDCA) between the Philippines and the US,

which was expanded in February [see AiR No. 6,

February/2023, 1], the projects will be carried out at

the Naval Base Camilo Osias in Santa Ana, Cagayan;

Camp Melchor de la Cruz in Gamu, Isabela; Balabac

Island in Palawan; and Lal-lo Airport in Cagayan which

directly faces Taiwan.  

They will all be funded by Washington, with estimated

costs at USD 100 million for upgrading nine military

bases that include the construction of a pier, the

rehabilitation of a runway, the setup of a command-

and-control fusion system and the construction of a

mess hall and Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster

Response hangars. [Manila Standard] [Radio Free Asia] 

Reflecting increased security cooperation between the

two countries, the projects come after they updated

1951 defense pact with new rules that specify how the

US would respond if the Philippines were attacked in

the South China Sea, focusing on countering grey-zone

tactics, and reiterating that an attack in the South

China Sea will activate mutual defense commitments

[see AiR No. 19, May/2023, 2]. 

Philippines-EU: Calls for resumption of FTA

talks

(dql) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has

urged to resume negotiations on a free trade

agreement (FTA) between the Philippines and the

European Union (EU). 

Speaking at a gala dinner hosted by European

Chamber of Commerce of the Philippines (ECCP) and

the European Union (EU) - Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN) Business Council (EU-ABC) on

May 25, he argued that “the timing and conditions are

now quite ripe for us to solidify the long-standing and

historically beneficial trade relations: through a

bilateral Philippines-EU Free Trade Agreement.” 

Explanatory talks for the proposed FTA started in 2013,

with two rounds of formal negotiations so far: the

official launch of the talks in May 2016 and the second

and final round of talks in February 2017. [Manila

Bulletin]

Similarly, the European side also called the resumption

of negotiations, with EU-ASEAN Business Council (ABC)

executive director Chris Humphrey stressing that the

Southeast Asian country was at a critical juncture to

have an FTA in place before it loses the benefits
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enjoyed under the EU Generalised Scheme of

Preferences Plus (GSP+), under which World Bank-

designated lower-middle income and lower income

countries as well as least developed countries are

granted trade preferences. [Philippine News Agency] 

Philippines-South Korea: Naval engagements to

be increased

(dql) Admiral Lee Jong-Ho, chief of the Naval

Operations of the South Korean Navy, reaffirmed that

his country’s Navy was ready for more engagements

with the Philippine counterpart in the future as part of

efforts to further deepen the strategic partnership

between the two countries, according to the Philippine

Navy.  

Lee made the statement during his courtesy call on

Vice Admiral Toribio Adaci Jr., flag officer in command,

at the Philippine Navy Headquarters.  

Adaci, for his part, thanked his counterpart for South

Korea’s support of the Philippine Navy's modernization

program, in a reference especially to several

vessels now operating patrols in the exclusive

economic zone of the Philippines. 

The two Navy chiefs’ meeting comes as the Philippines

has become one of the biggest buyers of South Korean

weapons, accounting for 16 percent of its sales. [The

Manila Times] 

Philippines-Kuwait: Suspension of issuance of

visa for Philippine citizens

(dql) Kuwait’s ministry of interior announced on May 23

its decision to suspend all types of work and entry

visas for Philippine nationals. The ministry cited for its

decision Manila’s breach of conditions and provisions

of the 2018 bilateral labor agreement. 

In February, the Philippines stopped to deploy first-

time workers, in particular domestic helpers, to Kuwait

following the murder of a Philippine housekeeper by a

Kuwaiti teenager.  

Philippine labor officials said in February they planned

to engage in negotiations with Kuwait to review the

labor agreement which was signed by the two

countries in 2018 in response to reports of increased

abuses against Filipino workers, especially domestic

helpers, in Kuwait.  
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There are 268,000 Filipinos currently working and living

in Kuwait. [Kuwait Times] 

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., meanwhile,

affirmed that the Philippines will not impose a total

deployment ban of workers to Kuwait, adding the

officials on both sides were in talks to resolve the

matter.  

Marcos’ statement came after a lawmaker demanded a

total deployment ban of overseas Filipino workers in

the face of “heinous crimes committed” on Filipino

migrant workers. [Phil Star]  

In a separate development, the Philippines and Saudi

Arabia held talks on a special hiring program for skilled

Filipinos, as confirmed by the Department of Migrant

Workers on May 26. 

The talks held earlier last week focused on possibilities

to increase the deployment of Philippine workers to

the hospitality sector given the booming tourism

sector in the Kingdom where currently, more than

800,000 Philippine expats are living and working. [Arab

News] 

Philippines-Australia: Army cooperation to be

deepened

(dql) Philippine and Australian military officials held the

6th Philippine-Australia Staff Talks last week to discuss

better cooperation in coming years. [Phil Star] 

The talks came on the heels of Australian Foreign

Minister Penny Wong’s May 18 announcement that

Australia will provide surveillance drones and other

high-tech gear to the Philippine Coast Guard, along

with capacity building exercises for the Philippine

Coast Guard. Wong made the announcement during

talks held in Manila with Foreign Affairs Secretary

Enrique Manalo.  

Furthermore, the Philippine Army and the Australian

Defense Force kicked off the joint “Exercise Kasangga”

on May 15, involving around 200 troops from the

Philippines and 50 from Australia. With a focus on

urban operations, combat tracking, jungle warfare and

survival training, and intelligence, surveillance, and

reconnaissance operations, the drills will run until June

23 [see AiR No. 21, May/2023, 4]. 
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Belarus foreign minister on two-day visit in

Pakistan

(lm) Belarus Foreign Minister Sergei Aleinik arrived in

Pakistan’s capital Islamabad on May 29 for talks with

his counterpart Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. [Radio

Pakistan]

Singapore and Kazakhstan sign four

agreements 

(sfa) Singapore and Kazakhstan will collaborate on

several areas through four agreements signed during

Singapore’s President Halimah Yacob five-day visit to

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan last week. 

One of them is on services and investment whereby

business ventures will be made more seamless and

provide more investment protection for Singapore

investors. Other agreements help to promote

partnership in areas like logistics and urban solutions.  

This includes providing training to officials in public

administration, urban development, and trade

negotiations.  

In addition to these agreements, Singapore also looks

forward to working with Kazakhstan to address

challenges in education, woman leadership and

interfaith dialogue. [Channel News Asia] [The Straits

Times 1] [The Straits Times 2] 

Singapore and Uzbekistan to collaborate in

several areas such as in tourism, defense and

investment

(sfa) Singapore and Uzbekistan look forward to share

best practices with one another on marketing tourism

products and destination development after signing a

related Memorandum of Understand (MoU)  

This includes providing consultancy and technical

services on the operation and management of the

existing Tashkent airport. The countries will also

collaborate on preventing and combating crime,

including terrorism and conflicts between religious

groups.  

The MoU was one of four MoUs concluded during

Singapore’s President Halimah Yacob’s visit to

Uzbekistan last week. The other three MoUs included

one on cultural cooperation and two on cooperation in
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preventing and combating crime, including terrorism

and conflicts between religious groups. [The Straits

Times]

Singapore-Australia: Power cable project to be

revived

(sfa) Previously stalled due to corporate conflicts,

Australia has made plans to revive the initiative for a

Australia-Singapore undersea power cable that could

help space constrained nations such as Singapore in

shifting to lower-emissions electricity sources. 

The first stage of this project looks to deliver clean

electricity to Darwin and export it to Singapore. [South

China Morning Post] 

South Korea-Malaysia: Defense Minister Lee

Jong-sup meets Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim

(dql) South Korean Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup led a

meeting with Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim

on May 24 during which ways to enhance bilateral

defense and arms industry cooperation were

discussed.  

The courtesy call of Anwar was part of Lee’s four-day

trip to Malaysia to participate in the biennial Langkawi

International Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition, one

of the largest maritime and aerospace exhibitions in

the Asia-Pacific, which in this year hosted involving

more than 600 exhibitors from over 30 countries. 

The defense minister also witnessed the signing

ceremony the day earlier that finalized the export of

South Korean 18 FA-50s to Malaysia, hailed by Lee and

Anwar during their talk as new turning point for the

development of bilateral ties.  

Lee also requested Anwar’s support in increasing the

role of South Korean arms industry in Malaysia's future

military reinforcement projects, reaffirming his

country’s readiness to deepen defense cooperation

with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations.

[Ministry of Defense, South Korea, in Korean] [Yonhap

News Agency] [The Sun Daily] 

South Korea-Japan: First bilateral energy talks

in six years held

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-jri/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-jri/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-jrd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-jrd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-jrh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-jrk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-jrk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vldddht-l-jru/


(dql) South Korea and Japan held a director-level

energy dialogue on May 25, marking the first of such

talks after a hiatus of six year.  

The dialogue took place in Busan, South Korea, and

discussed ways to deepen cooperation on nuclear

power generation, renewable energy, hydrogen, and

other energy issues.  

Both resource-poor countries, heavily relying on

energy imports, reaffirmed the need for cooperation to

boost energy security and to reach their respective

net-zero goals. They also discussed the usage of

carbon-free energy resources including nuclear power

and hydrogen. 

The meeting is the latest in a series of meetings

between the two neighboring countries that signals a

thaw in the bilateral relations that have been frosty for

years following the South Korean Supreme Court 2018

ruling that ordered Japanese companies to pay

compensation to victims of forced labor during Japan’s

colonial rule on the Korean peninsula. South Korean

President Yoon and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida have held three summits since March. [Yonhap

News Agency] 

In line with this trend, South Korea and Japan are

reportedly in talks about the launch of a student

exchange program that is modeled after the European

Union’s Erasmus Programme and that will fund

overseas stays for both Korean and Japanese students.

The two countries’ biggest business lobby groups are

likely to handle the fund. 

Application for the scholarship program is expected to

be open as early as March 2024. [The Korea Herald] 

Furthermore, the Japanese Asagiri-class destroyer JS

Hamagiri arrived on May 29 at Busan Port in South

Korea to join the “Eastern Endeavour 23” multinational

naval drill scheduled for this week and participated

also by the US, Australia, Canada and Singapore and

South Korea. The exercise seeks to reinforce strategic

capabilities in a bid to boost deterrence against the

proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD).   

Causing irritations in South Korea, the destroyer was

bearing the Rising Sun flag which for many Koreans,

symbolises Japan’s past military expansionism and

colonization. [South China Morning Post] 

South Korea-US: Largest ever joint live-fire

drills 
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(dql) Forces of South Korea and the US began on May

25 their largest-ever joint live-fire exercises in the city

of Pocheon near the border with North Korea,

involving some 2,500 troops from the two countries on

five days and multiple tanks, howitzers, and fighter

jets.

The focus of the drill was a simulation of a full-scale

attack from North Korea. [Channel News Asia]

Meanwhile, South Korean deputy nuclear envoy Lee

Joon-il held a meeting with US counterpart Jung Pak on

May 24 in San Francisco at which he discussed ways to

counter North Korea's evolving military threats,

including the North's plan to launch a military spy

satellite.  

The two sides agreed to deepen cooperation in dealing

with the North's threats and unite in take stern

measures against the launch of the reconnaissance

satellite whose final preparation North Korean leader

Kim Jong-un ordered earlier this month [see AiR No.

21, May/2023, 4]. [Yonhap News Agency] 

South Korea-Germany: Energy cooperation

discussed

(dql) On May 24, South Korea and Germany held a

working-level energy cooperation committee meeting

in South Korea's southern port city of Busan during

which possibilities of cooperation in technologies for

wind power, smart grids, energy storage systems,

hydrogen, and other new renewable energy fields were

discussed. [Yonhap News Agency] 

The meeting came on the heels of a meeting between

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol and German

Chancellor Olaf Scholz on May 21 during which the

former announced that the two countries were set to

conclude an agreement to boost defense cooperation

that seeks to protect military secrets and help

smoothly operate the defense industry supply chain. 

The two leaders also vowed to expand cooperation in

building stable industrial supply chains and addressing

the challenges posed by North Korea [see AiR AiR No.

21, May/2023, 4]. 

South Korea-Horn of Africa: Seoul to provide

USD 2.3 million in humanitarian assistance
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(dql) South Korea has announced that it will send a

total of USD 2.3 million in humanitarian assistance to

the Horn of Africa and offer another USD 18.4 million

of rice assistance to Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya.   

Announced at a UN conference held on May 24 in New

York, the funding plan aims to assist the region to cope

with the protracted drought and food crisis.  

At least USD 7 billion is needed this year to help

millions of people in the region suffering from drought,

displacement, and food insecurity, according to the UN

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

[Yonhap News Agency] 

Sri Lanka, Saudia Arabia hold first Joint

Commission session

(ns) On May 21–23, Saudi Arabia hosted Sri Lankan

representatives for the first session of the two

countries’ Joint Commission, which was established

under an agreement signed in 2003. Sri Lankan State

Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Saudi Vice Minister

of Human Resources co-chaired the session. The

negotiations implied a variety of topics, including

agriculture, economy, energy, culture, legal matters,

mobility, and security cooperation.

Both sides signed an agreement for follow-up action

on the approved agendas. The corresponding goals

should help diversify Sri Lankan economy with

investment and employment prospects. Concurrently

with the Joint Commission convention, the Sri Lanka

Professional Association and the Riyadh Chamber of

Commerce organized Sri Lanka–Saudi business

meetings. The B2B negotiations allowed Sri Lankan

delegation to familiarize themselves with potential

partners and construction sector opportunities.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Sri Lanka]

Taiwan-China: Government to no longer

recognize PRC residents as ROC nationals

(eg) A judicial interpretation that considered residents

of mainland China to be nationals of the Republic of

China (ROC), or commonly Taiwan, has been discarded

as outdated. 

The government ordered that the 30-year-old

interpretation be disregarded after a Chinese national

sought reparations from the Taiwanese government
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after being electrocuted by a malfunctioning streetlight

in 2018. 

The mandate gave special treatment to citizens of the

People’s Republic of China, who by executive order

were also considered to be citizens of the ROC. The

new ruling is emblematic of the widening rift between

Taiwan and China. 

The ruling Democratic Progressive Party argued the

change would affirm the rights of being a Taiwanese,

within a nationality system subordinate to the rule of

law. [Liberty Times, in Chinese] [Taipei Times] 

Taiwan-China: China-linked firms raided over

espionage suspicion

(dql) Eight technology companies with ties to China

suspected of stealing technology from Taiwanese

companies and poach their IT staff were raided

between May 22-25.  

The measure involved 112 investigators sent by the

Ministry of Justice Investigation Bureau (MJIB) to search

searched 25 locations in cities across the country. 49

individuals were taken in for questioning. [Taiwan

News] 

First U.S. military package reaches Taiwan;

China expresses deep condemnation

(ms) According to consistent reports, the first parts of

the U.S. government's announced USD 500 million

military aid package to Taiwan arrived on the ground

on May 25. The Chinese Foreign Ministry condemned

the delivery, calling it an "extremely wrong and

dangerous move." 

The shipment is said to consist of FIM-92 shoulder-

fired Stinger missiles. Last December, the U.S. House

of Representatives confirmed the fiscal 2023 National

Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The USD 875 billion

package included USD 10 billion in military aid and

another USD 1 billion per year in defense aid to

Taiwan, as well as USD 500 million in military

equipment to be approved for sale to Taiwan, the first

part of which has now arrived [see AiR No. 50,

December/2022, 2]. 

The shipment was scheduled to reach Taiwan earlier,

but Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine, as well
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as ongoing shortages and waiting lists due to the

COVID-19 pandemic, caused delays.  

The Chinese Foreign Ministry stressed that any form of

U.S. arms delivery to Taiwan would "gravely violate the

three China-US Joint Communiqués" and that it would

interfere in China's "internal affairs, harms China's

sovereignty and security interests, and undermines

cross-Strait peace and stability." [Chinese Foreign

Ministry] [Focus Taiwan 1] [Taipei Times] 

China was equally enraged by the announced U.S.

support for Taiwan to gain access to NATO's Link-22

secure data link systems. Data links are digital radio-

based systems that connect multiple air and ground

systems. They share the view and position of individual

platforms and provide a tactical battlefield picture. In

addition, the data links are intended to secure

Taiwanese forces against possible jamming of

communications systems by the Chinese People's

Liberation Army. [Global Times 1] [Taipei Times 2] [The

Eurasian Times] 

Taiwan to receive NATO data link from US

(dql) The US will reportedly provide Taiwan with North

Atlantic Treaty Organization’s (NATO) Link 22 secure

radio system to improve communications with the US

as it will allow direct data link between Washington and

Taipei. 

Link 22 is a secure digital radio link in the HF and UHF

bands. It is primarily used by military forces as a

tactical data link. [Taiwan News] 

Vietnam demands China’s withdrawal of their

vessels from its EEZ

(km) Vietnam has demanded China on May 25 to

withdraw its survey ship, the Xiangyanghong 10, and

other vessels from its exclusive economic zone. 

The Xiangyanghong 10 ship, escorted by Chinese

vessels, entered Vietnam's EEZ near Vanguard Bank on

May 7. [VnExpress International]

China, however, ignored the demand and deployed a

day later a research ship along with five escort vessels

to an area where a Russian state firm jointly operates a

gas block with Hanoi in the energy-rich South China

Sea. [New York Post]  
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Vietnam rejects China unauthorized installation

of light buoys in Viet water

(km) Vietnam has officially rejected China's

unauthorized installation of light buoys in in waters

around the disputed Spratly Islands in the South China

Sea.  

China's Ministry of Transport had announced the

installation of the buoys near Irving Reef, Whitsun

Reef, and Gaven Reef for the purpose of ensuring

maritime safety.  [VnExpress International]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

 31 May 2023 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS –

Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

PRC Soft Power and Chinese Indonesian Arts:

Reports from the Ends of the Spectrum

This webinar will explore definitions and accounts of

Chinese-Indonesian communities in Indonesia in the

wider context of Chinese soft power in arts in the

country.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

31 May 2023 @ 9:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

Post election transatlantic relations with Turkey
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This hybrid event will discuss what the outcome of the

presidential election in Turkey means for the future of

US-Turkey relations and Turkey’s transatlantic

relationship.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

31 May 2023 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Russia and the Global Digital (Dis)Order

The hybrid lecture will demonstrate how Russia’s great

power ambitions and advancement of the multipolar

world order have directed its cyber diplomacy.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

31 May 2023 @ 2:00-3:15 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, UK

Climate-sensitive mining in Africa: Outcomes from

COP27 and expectations for COP28

This webinar will discuss the nexus between climate

change and mining and analyzes the impact of

multilateral climate negotiations through COP on

mining governance in Africa. In addition, will explore

views on industry responses and opportunities.

For more information, see [Chatham House].

31 May 2023 @ 9:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

Digitalization and digital skills gaps in Africa

This webcast will offer insights and recommendations

on policy pathways for bridging Africa’s digital skills gap

allowing the content to compete in an increasingly

interconnected global economy.

For more information, see [Brookings].

1 June 2023 @ 4:00-5:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia Society

(New York), USA

Decoding Chinese Politics: Where is Xi Jinping

Taking China in His Third Term?
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This online event will discuss directions of Chinese

politics under the third term of President Xi Jinping,

addressing the following questions, among others:

How has the new leadership team influenced

policymaking? Have priorities shifted since the

Congress? Does Xi remain all-powerful?

For more information, see [Asia Society].

1 June 2023 @ 9:30-10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Korea and U.S.-China Competition

This webcast will explore the U.S.-China competition

and its impact on South Korea in a conversation with

Robert D. Atkinson, a member of the U.S. State

Department’s Advisory Committee on International

Communications and Information, and a member of

the Export-Import Bank of the United States' Council

on China Competition.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

1 June 2023 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for

Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

The Biden Administration’s Cyber Plans for Critical

Infrastructure: Focus on Pipelines, Rails, Aviation

At this webcast US cyber security officials will provide

insights into sectors where the Biden administration

has utilized authorities to enact baseline cybersecurity

requirements, discuss implementation, and highlight

next steps.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

1 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace, USA

What’s Next for Yemen?

Against the backdrop of the ongoing conflict in Yemen

that evolved into a proxy war between rival regional

powers, this hybrid event will discuss the prospects of

the country.

See [Carnegie] for more information.
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1 June 2023 @ 5:30-6:30 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian

Institute of International Affairs (AIIA), Australia

Turkey’s Political Leaders: Authoritarian

Tendencies in a Democratic State

This hybrid will discuss the implications of the 14 May

Turkish elections and address the following questions,

among others: How will this reflect the way in which

Turkish democracy is influenced as an institution?

What lessons and insights can be learned from the role

that political leaders play in the survival or failure of

democracy?

Learn more about the event at [AIIA].

1 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT+2), German

Institute for Global and Area Studies, Germany

China-Vietnam: Legal Development Assistance as

Foreign Policy

This webinar will analyze the approaches to legal

development assistance between China and Vietnam

as foreign policy.

See [GIGA] for more event details.

5 June 2023 @ 9:00-10:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

In their words: Speaking out against arbitrary

detention and torture in Venezuela

Featuring a conversation with a former Venezuelan

political prisoner, a wrongfully detained US citizen, and

a human rights expert, this hybrid event will offer

insights not the reality of political and wrongfully

detained prisoners on the ground.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

5 June 2023 @ 11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,

USA

Beyond chatbots: How the US-China tech race will

define AI’s future

This virtual panel will discuss the ongoing competition

between the US and China to drive and dominate AI

technology and governance structures.
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For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

5-6 June 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Peterson Institute for International Economics

(PIIE), USA

The macroeconomic implications of climate action

This two-day hybrid conference will offer insights into

climate change mitigation, a new field of study,

including the key mechanisms and methodologies for

empirical assessment, and to draw policy conclusions.

Visit [PIIE] for further details.

6 June 2023 @ 9:30-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson

Center, USA

Ocean Policy to Strengthen the Resilience of

Marine Ecosystems

This live-streamed event will discuss policies that

address the pressures compromising the health of

oceans including Overfishing, pollution, coastal

development, and a changing climate.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

6 June 2023 @ 8:30-9:30 a.m. (GMT+1), Chatham

House, UK

Turkey-EU relations after the election

This webinar will discuss the results of the elections in

Turkey and its impacts on the country and what they

mean for Turkey’s relations with the European Union.

For more information, see [Chatham House].

Recent and upcoming book releases

Greta Lynn Uehling, Everyday War: The Conflict over

Donbas, Ukraine, Cornell University Press, 210 pages,

published February 15, 2023, and briefly reviewed in

[Foreign Affairs].

Tim Bale, The Conservative Party After Brexit: Turmoil

and Transformation, Polity, 384 pages, published

March 31, 2023. For a review, see [LSE].
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Anthony Seldon, and Raymond Newell, Johnson at

10: The Inside Story, Atlantic Books, 646 pages,

published May 4, 2023. A review is available at [The

Guardian]

Dan Stone, The Holocaust: An Unfinished History,

Pelican, 464 pages, published January 31, 2023. The

book is reviewed in [LSE].

Stevan Harrell, An Ecological History of Modern

China, University of Washington Press, 746 pages, to

be released June 27, 2023. Visit [Asian Review of Books]

for a review.

Ulbe Bosma, The World of Sugar: How the Sweet Stuff

Transformed Our Politics, Health, and Environment

over 2,000 Years, Belknap Press, 464 pages, published

May 9, 2023. To read a review, follow [Los Angeles

Review of Books].

Calls

The American Philosophical Society  invites paper

proposals for its international conference titled

“Women in Science: Opportunities” and scheduled for

October 5-6, 2023. Abstract submission deadline is

June 12, 2023. For more information, see [American

Philosophical Society].

The journal Climate Law, published by Brill/Nijhoff,

invites paper proposals for its special issue on

“Climate Change Law in India”. The closing date for

abstract submission is September 30, 2023. Details are

available at [LinkedIn].

The EU*Asia Institute at the École supérieure des

sciences commerciales d'Angers (ESSCA) invites

paper proposals for its international conference

“European Multinationals” to be held April 15-16,

2024. Abstract submission deadline is June 12, 2023.

For more information, see [ESSCA].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Projects and Initiatives Analyst to be

based in Panama. Applications are accepted until June

9, 2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an International Consulting to be

based in Caracas, Venezuela. Applications are accepted
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until June 9, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an Administrative Assistant to be

based in Dakar, Senegal. Applications are accepted

until June 3, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an Interpretation to be based in

Sana'a, Yemen. Applications are accepted until June 9,

2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Local Assistant to be based in Brazil.

Applications are accepted until June 9, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Radio Operator to be based in Haiti.

Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Driver to

be based in Benguela, Angola. Applications are

accepted until June 11, 2023. More information is

provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Assistant

Storekeeper to be based in Lubango, Angola.

Applications are accepted until June 11, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Geospatial Analyst to be based in Italy. Applications

are accepted until June 12, 2023. More information is

provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Talent

Acquisition Specialist to be based in Panama.

Applications are accepted until June 12, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Procurement Associate to be based in Liberia.

Applications are accepted until June 9, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a consultant, to be based in New York, United States.

Applications are accepted until June 3, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Social Policy Officer, to be based in Malawi.
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Applications are accepted until June 10, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

an Information Management Specialist, to be based

in Kathmandu, Nepal. Applications are accepted until

June 9, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Volunteers, to be based in Belarus. Applications are

accepted until June 5, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Fundraising Assistant, to be based in Romania.

Applications are accepted until June 11, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

Executive Associate, to be based in Phnom Penh,

Cambodia. Applications are accepted until June 9,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Temporary Assistant, to be based in Hanoi, Vietnam.

Applications are accepted until June 10, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

Administrative Assistant, to be based in Brazzaville,

Republic of the Congo. Applications are accepted until

June 9, 2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Consultant, to be based in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

Applications are accepted until June 9, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Medical Officer, to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.

Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO]

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Public

Information Officer to be based in New York, United

States. Applications are accepted until June 9, 2023.

More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Communication Officer to be based in Nairobi,

Kenya. Applications are accepted until June 1, 2023.

More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Process Coordinator to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.
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Applications are accepted until June 1, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

International Consultant to be based in Nairobi,

Kenya. Applications are accepted until June 1, 2023.

More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Learning Needs Analysis Specialist to be based in

New York, United States. Applications are accepted

until June 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Program Management Officer to be based in New

York, United States. Applications are accepted until

June 1, 2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Staff Attorney, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until Jul 26, 2023. More

information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an

Immigration Legal Assistant, to be based in United

States. Applications are accepted until Jul 26, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Community Engagement & Development Manager,

to be based in United States. Applications are accepted

until Jul 25, 2023. More information is provided as

[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Caseworker, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until Jul 25, 2023. More

information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Human Resources Manager, to be based in United

States. Applications are accepted until Jul 25, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an National Gender Specialist, to be based in

Quezon, Philippines. Applications are accepted until

June 9, 2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Technical Adviser, to be based in Iraq. Applications

are accepted until June 16, 2023. More information is

provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an International Policy Expert, to be based in remote
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working. Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023.

More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Field Programme Assistant, to be based in

Santiago, Chile. Applications are accepted until June 9,

2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Monitoring and Reporting Specialist, to be based

in Mongolia. Applications are accepted until June 9,

2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks an Assistant,

to be based in France. Applications are accepted until

June 24, 2023. More information is provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a

Capitalization Officer, to be based in France.

Applications are accepted until June 24, 2023. More

information is provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Finance

Head of Department, to be based in Ukraine and

France. Applications are accepted until June 23, 2023.

More information is provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks an

Administrator, to be based in France. Applications are

accepted until June 23, 2023. More information is

provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks an Intern, to

be based in France. Applications are accepted until

June 21, 2023. More information is provided as [ACF].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Social Development

Specialist, to be based in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Applications are accepted until June 12, 2023. More

information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks an Administrative

Officer, to be based in Pretoria, South Africa.

Applications are accepted until June 12, 2023. More

information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Consultant, to be

based in Thimphu, Bhutan. Applications are accepted

until June 9, 2023. More information is provided as

[WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Consultant, to be

based in Tunis, Tunisia. Applications are accepted until

June 9, 2023. More information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Financial Officer, to be

based in Chennai, India. Applications are accepted until
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June 9, 2023. More information is provided as [WB].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks an Administrative and Finance Clerk, to be

based in Costa Rica. Applications are accepted until

June 8, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks an Information Technology Assistant, to be

based in Costa Rica. Applications are accepted until

June 8, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Data Reporting Assistant, to be based in

Philippines. Applications are accepted until June 8,

2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Migration health physician, to be based in

N’Djamena, Chad. Applications are accepted until June

8, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Senior Regional HR Business Partner, to be

based in Dakar, Senegal. Applications are accepted

until June 8, 2023. More information is provided as

[IOM].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Hydrogen consultant, to be based in

Panama City, Panama, and Jamaica. Applications are

accepted until June 6, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Youth & Education Consultant, to be

based in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted

until June 6, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Technical Specialist, to be based in

Panama. Applications are accepted until June 6, 2023.

More information is provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a National Coordinator, to be based in

Montevideo, Uruguay. Applications are accepted until

June 5, 2023. More information is provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Country Leader Consultant, to be

based in Panama and El Salvador. Applications are

accepted until June 15, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNEP].
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The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an Administration Senior Assistant,

to be based in New York, United States. Applications

are accepted until June 20, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Partnerships Specialist, to be based

in Malawi and remote working. Applications are

accepted until June 8, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Project Management Support

Officer, to be based in Mogadishu, Somalia.

Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Programme Management Senior

Officer, to be based in Hanoi, Vietnam. Applications

are accepted until June 18, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Project Manager, to be based in

Cotabato, Philippines. Applications are accepted until

June 8, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNOPS].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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