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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Norway's
Independence Day, Sweden'’s National Day and Tonga's
Emancipation Day this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Security chief calls for stronger
enforcement of anti-espionage law

(ms) Chen Yixin, the newly appointed Minister of State
Security, China's top anti-espionage institution, urged
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) officials in a document
published on June 5 to study and more rigorously
enforce the new Counter Espionage Law unveiled at
the end of April and due to come into force on July 1.

The document was published in the newspaper of the
Central Party School, the institution mainly responsible
for the education and training of CCP members. The
medium of publication could be seen as evidence of
the presumption that emerged with the introduction of
the Counter Espionage Law, which assumes that the
Chinese government under President Xi Jinping is
ushering in a new era of crackdown on potential
"security risks".



The addition to the existing laws will significantly
expand the influence of the security authorities. On
the one hand, the jurisdiction of the relevant
authorities will be expanded, giving them the power to
access data, electronic devices and information on the
personal property of suspects and to prevent them
from leaving the country. However, the main content
of the amendment is the drastic expansion of the
scope of activities that fall under the term espionage.
The new definition describes espionage as
"collaborating with spy organizations and their agents"
and "conducting cyber-attacks against state organs,
confidential-related units, or critical information
infrastructure, etc.". In addition, all "documents, data,
materials, and items related to national security and
interests" are accorded the same protection status as
state secrets [see AIR No. 18, May/2023, 1].

There are already signs of the consequences of the
amendment. From the end of March to the beginning
of May, the Chinese security authorities raided the US
consulting firms Capvision, Bain & Company and Mintz
for allegedly violating the National Security Law [see
No. 19, May/2023, 2]. This was followed by the Central
Committee of the CCP declaring a "zero tolerance" in
the control of sensitive data [see AiR No. 20, May/2023,
31

While the crackdown has so far focused on U.S.
companies and can therefore also be seen as a result
of the continued strained bilateral relations between
the U.S. and China and as a form of retaliation to the
U.S. economic sanctions imposed on China, observers
fear a more widespread expansion of the Chinese
crackdown. In particular, the ambiguity over the data
protected by the new law raises concerns that any
form of research into and about China's internal
affairs, both nationally and by foreign actors, may be
deemed to be a form of espionage, hampering not
only data-based business in China but also any form of
independent journalism or academia. [Deutsche Welle]
[Politico] [South China Morning Post]

China: Strengthening anti-monopoly law and
facilitating foreign investment

(ms) The State Administration for Market Regulation
(SAMR) announced on June 5 that it will accelerate the
implementation of new amendments to the existing
anti-unfair competition law and rules for the fair
competition review system, continuing anti-monopoly
policies nationally while planning to lower barriers to
foreign investment.
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While details on the potential content of the
amendments are not yet known, representatives of the
institution promise that the laws will strengthen
"market access, fair competition, credit supervision,
and [intellectual property] protection" and will have a
significant impact on boosting confidence in the
development and sustainability of the economy.

Observers expect a continuation of China's anti-
monopoly law within the country, which came into
effect at the beginning of August last year, and the
revision of the anti-unfair competition law, which
began in March this year, to create a "more level[ed]
playing field" that softens existing privileges and
supremacies of market leaders and allows as many
different players as possible to research and develop
modern technologies, especially in emerging industry
sectors. [Global Times] [RodI & Partner]

Regarding foreign parties, the new amendments aim to
weaken the "negative list", a list of regulations that
prohibits or restricts foreign and private investment in
China, and thereby strengthen investment in the
Chinese economy.

This is just one step in China's post-zero-COVID
strategy to restore confidence in and attractiveness of
China's economy after three years of heavy regulation.
Alongside announced relaxations, China is rolling out
the red carpet to chief executive officers of major
Western firms.

Within days, both JPMorgan CEO Jamie Dimon and
Tesla CEO Elon Musk visited China and LVMH CEO
Bernard Arnault plans a visit later this month. [Reuters
1]

Dimon was in China for the 19th JPMorgan Global
China Summit, with large parts of the meeting closed
to the public except for a few interviews, but the
conclusion at the end of the summit is clear: "JPMorgan
will be in China for good and bad times." He also
commented on the tense situation between the US
and China and emphasized that he would rather
advocate a "desrisking" of relations than a
"decoupling". Although there is a willingness to invest
in the economy, Dimon stressed that China needs to
provide more assurances in order to increase certainty
and consequently investor confidence in the Chinese
economy. [Bloomberg 1] [Financial Times] [Reuters 2]

Musk visited Beijing and Shanghai for a two-day trip
during which he met with high-ranking Chinese
officials, including China's Foreign Minister Qin Gang,
Commerce Minister Wang Wentao, Industry Minister
Jin Zhuanglong as well as Chinese Vice Premier and the
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number six in China's Politburo Standing Committee
Ding Xuexiang. Musk was at least publicly enthusiastic
about China and the Chinese work ethic and declared
his willingness to "deepen mutually beneficial
cooperation". One explanation for this very positive
public image could have been the reason for the visit:
Tesla is planning further expansion in China as the
largest market for electric cars. [ABC News] [Axios]
[Global Times] [Nikkei Asia] [Reuters 3]

China: Consequences for police officers after
beating of reporter

(ms) The local government in Bijie, a city in Southwest
China's Guizhou Province, announced on June 1 that
three police officers had been taken into custody after
they were accused of assaulting and injuring a
reporter.

The attack allegedly occurred on May 27, and the
journalist involved reported that while researching for
a report on the death of two teachers in mid-April who
drowned while collecting pebbles after a hydroelectric
power station upstream suddenly released water, he
was first chased and then allegedly attacked and
beaten up by three people unknown to him.

One of the three attackers was a representative of the
local police station, the other two were auxiliary police
officers. It is very unusual for the Chinese government
at the regional level but also in general to publicly
acknowledge that officers were involved in such an
incident, otherwise nothing follows in such allegations,
or the action is taken out of the public eye.

Despite the government's acknowledgement, the real
consequences for the perpetrators are limited. The
local police station deputy was removed from his post
and transferred out of the public security system and
the two auxiliary police officers were fired. The three
were also placed in administrative detention for 15 and
20 days respectively, which is relatively harsh
compared to other cases, but also means that the local
authorities do not consider the attack to be a criminal
act and it is highly unlikely that any criminal charges
will be filed. [Global Times] [South China Morning Post]

China: New cryptocurrency regulations come
into force in Hong Kong

(ms) While cryptocurrencies are completely banned in
mainland China, the Hong Kong government will begin
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accepting applications for cryptocurrency exchange
licenses that allow trading of various cryptocurrencies
to selected traders after the new cryptocurrency
regulations came into effect on June 1.

Christopher Hui, Hong Kong's secretary for financial
services and the treasury, acknowledged the risks of
cryptocurrency trading, but said the benefits outweigh
the risks as long as trading is based on a well-regulated
foundation.

The new regulations in Hong Kong cover the
safekeeping of assets, segregation of client funds and
cybersecurity standards. The framework also includes
stricter rules for virtual asset platforms seeking to offer
products to retail investors than is the case in other
countries.

Commenting on mainland China's position on the new
regulations, Hui stressed that "different jurisdictions
will adopt the right approach to their own market, and
Hong Kong is no exception", highlighting the autonomy
of Hong Kong's economy from China, which observers
say is steadily deteriorating. [Hong Kong Free Press]
[The Defiant]

China: Students allowed to apply for
government jobs in Hong Kong two years before
graduation

(ms) The Civil Service Bureau (CSB) announced on July
1 that from now on it will allow government
departments to accept applications from Hong Kong
students for jobs two years before they graduate.

The government justifies this move by saying that the
job prospect would allow students to better specialize
in their studies, which could prove beneficial in their
future careers.

In fact, this decision comes in the context of record
numbers of civil servants dropping out of the
profession. Between 2021 and 2022, the number
doubled compared to the previous period, but apart
from conventional reasons such as retirement, the
timing of the increase also suggests that the
introduction of the National Security Law in mid-2020
in response to the anti-government protests of 2019
may be a key factor in the rise. In addition to the
growing number of resignations, the number of
applicants, especially for high-ranking positions in the
public service, has also declined.
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While the decline in the potential workforce has not yet
had a significant impact, the CSB's move can be
interpreted as a preventive measure to counteract
potential future shortages. [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: Large number of arrests during 34th
anniversary of Tiananmen Incident

(ms) June 4 marked the 34th anniversary of the
Tiananmen Incident of 1989, when, after weeks of
protests in China for the democratization of the
country, between hundreds and thousands of people,
most of them civilians, lost their lives in the violent
crackdown and riots between mainly students and the
People's Liberation Army.

While the victims were commemorated annually in
large-scale vigils, especially in Hong Kong, the
introduction of the National Security Laws in mid-2020
in response to the anti-government protests of 2019
brought a clampdown on vigils by the Hong Kong
government since 2021. In addition to the closure of
the Victoria Park, the previous venue of the vigils, for
which the Hong Kong government cited Zero-COVID
measures and the prevention of possible "illegal
activities" [see AiR No. 23, June/2022, 1], the leaders of
the Hong Kong Alliance in Support of Patriotic
Democratic Movements in China, which was known for
organizing the vigils, were also targeted under the
National Security Law [see AR No. 10, March/2023, 1].

For this year's anniversary, the government again took
actions against any form of demonstration, blocking
large areas of the Victoria Park on the pretext of
maintenance work [see AiR No. 19, May/2023, 2], but
also maintaining a large police presence outside the
park to prevent any form of protest over the weekend.

A number of reports of arrests of people who showed
up in various forms of protest or commemoration
despite the government's efforts became public over
the course of June 3 and 4. Reasons for the arrests or
the detention of people for further investigation were
generally not disclosed by the security authorities, or
the police resorted to accusations such as "suspicion of
breaching the peace". [BBC] [Hong Kong Free Press 1]
[VOA News] [Xingi Su via Twitter 1] [Xingi Su via Twitter
2] [Xingi Su via Twitter 3]

However, in remembrance of the victims of 1989 but
also in solidarity with the situation in Hong Kong, there
have been a number of vigils around the world,
especially in countries with large Hong Kong diaspora,
most notably the UK and Canada, but also other
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countries such as Australia and Germany. [Hong Kong
Free Press 2]

China: Protests over plans to demolish mosque

(ms) At the end of May, several protests, some of them
escalating, reportedly took place in the city of Nagu in
Yunnan Province in southern China, bordering
Myanmar, Vietnam and Laos, due to plans by the local
government to demolish the Najiaying Mosque, which
dates back to the 14th century.

Already in 2020, a court ruling ordered the partial
demolition of the mosque after it was found to have
been built without official permission. The mosque, but
also the region in which it is located, is of particular
importance and inhabited by the Hui people, a
predominantly Muslim community.

The protests, staged by Hui people, expressed only
opposition against the advanced plans to demolish the
mosque, but also against the Chinese government's
general treatment of Muslims within the country.
Protesters made comparisons between the Yunnan
crackdown and the oppression of the also-Muslim
minority of the Uyghurs in the northwestern Xinjiang
region where the Chinese government is accused,
among others, of deliberately violating the human
rights of the Muslim minority through forced labor and
internment camps on a scale that "may amount to
crimes against humanity" according to a report by the
former UN Human Rights Commissioner [see AR No.
36, September 2022, 1].

The Chinese government responded with a large police
presence and in some cases resorted to violence
against the protesters. Hundreds of arrests were
reportedly made, and an intensive investigation was
launched into the protests, which the security
authorities described as "a case that severely disrupted
social management and order".

Local security authorities also called on the "organizers
and participants" of the incident to turn themselves in
before June 6 to receive leniency and encouraged the
public to report on each other. According to reports,
the internet has also been shut down across the
affected region in the wake of the protests, a measure
that both hinders communication among protesters
and prevents the sharing of images about the situation
in Nagu. [CNN] [Deutsche Welle] [Z2& (Ma Ju) via
Twitter in Chinese [The Guardian] [WIO News]
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China: Famous Hong Kong journalist wins
appeal

(ms) The appeal of award-winning journalist Bao Choy
has been accepted by Hong Kong's Court of Final
Appeal, clearing her of charges of deceiving the
government for which she was convicted in April 2021.

Choy was accused of making false statements in order
to obtain data on the registration number of a vehicle
believed to belong to one of the perpetrators of a mob
attack on participants of the 2019 anti-government
protests while conducting research for a documentary
film.

While acknowledging possible false statements by
Choy, the court stressed that "[t]he fact that the
appellant was exercising her freedom of speech and of
the press [...] should be taken into consideration in
considering the alleged offence of making a false
statement in a material particular" and added that
even if "[o]ther traffic and transport related matters"
exclude journalistic purposes, journalists could be
"honestly mistaken" in thinking they could choose that
option. [Associated Press] [Hong Kong Free Press]
[Xingi Su via Twitter]

Choy's success is a rare victory for press freedom in
Hong Kong, but it should not obscure the reality of
press freedom in the city, observers cautioned. Hong
Kong, which in the early 2000s enjoyed one of the
highest press freedoms not only in Asia but in the
world, has been on a steady downward trajectory,
which has deteriorated sharply with the introduction of
the National Security Law in 2020 and the growing
influence of the Chinese government. While according
to data from the organization Reporters without
Borders, Hong Kong was ranked 18th in press freedom
in 2002, it fell steadily to 80th place by 2020, and with
the introduction of the National Security Law, Hong
Kong fell to the 148th place in just one year. [Reuters]

China: New tube-launched suicide-drone
unveiled

(ms) A research team from the Polytechnical University
in Northwest China's Shaanxi Province is said to have
successfully tested a new tube-launched suicide drone
with advanced flight capabilities, according to a
statement from the university.

The university claims that the drone's superior flight
capability and range is due to the fact that the wings of
the drone are folded twice instead of once, as is
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usually the case with tube-launched drones, which
allows for a longer wingspan.

The new drone, like its predecessors, will be able to be
transported from both ground and sea platforms.
Regarding the latter, the research group is also said to
have made progress on the drone's use in rough
conditions at sea, making the drone more flexible in its
usage. [Global Times]

China: Completion of hypervelocity wind tunnel

(ms) The world-leading hypervelocity wind tunnel
under construction at the Institute of Mechanics of the
Chinese Academy of Science in Beijing since 2018 was
officially completed on June 3, according to a
statement from the institution.

The new wind tunnel, which is almost 170 meters in
length, is said to be capable of generating speeds of up
to Mach 30, which equates to a wind speed of 10300
meters per second.

With the help of the tunnel, the Chinese aerospace
industry hopes to make great strides in the
development of hypersonic flight technologies. [Global
Times]

China: First civilian among new space station
crew

(ms) On 30 May, the Shenzhou-16 spacecraft was
launched from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center,
located in Inner Mongolia in northern China, to the
Chinese space station Tiangong, with three taikonauts
on board, including the first Chinese civilian to travel
into space.

The new crew, after a successful arrival at Tiangong,
replaced the three-man Shenzhou-15 crew that had
been there for six months, landing back on Chinese
soil on 4 June. The Shenzhou-16 mission is scheduled
for about 5 months and during its stay, research is
planned on the study of novel quantum phenomena,
high-precision space time-frequency systems, the
verification of general relativity, and the origin of life,
according to the Chinese news channel Xinhua.

Gui Haichao, the aforementioned civilian, is jointly
responsible for the experiments and is a payload
expert of the mission. Gui is a professor at Beihang
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University in Beijing with a focus on aerospace
engineering.

The Tiangong was provisionally completed late last
year and is the prestige project of China's space
ambitions. The starting point for the construction was
the U.S. government's order to exclude China from
cooperation with the U.S. space agency NASA. China is
already planning to further expand the space station
and also to cooperate with other countries and let
them use the space station. [Bloomberg] [Deutsche
Welle] [Global Times 1] [Global Times 2] [Xinhua]

Japan: Childcare budget increased more than
expected as fertility rate drops to record low

[eg] According to data released on June 2, only 770,747
babies were born in Japan in 2022, the lowest number
recorded since records began in 1899.

This puts Japan's total fertility rate in 2022 at 1.26, also
among the lowest figures since records began. In
contrast, the government is aiming for a fertility rate of
1.8. This goal is still far below the replacement level of
2.06, the number at which the population level
maintains itself.

From 2022 to 2021, there was a 5 percent decline in
births. The total fertility rate has declined to 1.26 from
1.30 in 2021.

These figures show an acceleration in Japan’s declining
birthrate, with 2022 being the seventh consecutive
year of decline. Japan now has one of the lowest birth
rates in the world, all while having the world's second
oldest population on average. [CIA Factbook]

Officials pointed to a range of reasons behind the
continuing decline, for example the anxieties
surrounding pregnancy and child-rearing caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic. This is on top of other
pressures, including the cost of raising children and
widespread difficulties in maintaining a work-life
balance.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has committed to raising
the country's declining birthrate before a point of no
return. Policymakers are working to prevent a
demographic crisis as Japan’'s dependency ratio
increases, with more and more retirees in proportion
to workers. [Nikkei Asia]

On Thursday, the government announced that the
childcare budget would increase to over JPY 3.5 trillion
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annually (USD 26 billion), more than the anticipated JPY
3 trillion.

This increase in funding aims to foster a more
attractive environment in which to raise children and
increase the birthrate. According to the government, it
will support higher education, expand childcare
allowances, provide medical care for handicapped
children, among other benefits.

However, the policy move has drawn criticism for its
lack of detailed plans for funding. The government has
said clarification on the sources of funding will be
made at the end of the year.

With the Kishida government also promising to
increase defense spending, the move reflects a wider
trend in Japan'’s ruling LDP party towards looser fiscal
policy and higher state spending.

The government has ruled out tax rises to pay for the
increase in childcare funding but has suggested that
companies and the taxpayers will defray some of the
expenses, potentially through insurance premiums
and bonds. Yet the government intends to review
spending across all sectors to finance the new
childcare budget.

Despite facing criticism at the higher state spending,
the prime minister insists that childcare expansion is a
necessary expense, as the country’s last chance to
reverse its demographic decline. [Asahi Shimbun 1]
[Asahi Shimbun 2] [Japan Times 1] [Japan Times 2] [The
Mainichi]

Japan: Government aims for key companies to
have over 30 percent female board members by
2030

[eg] A draft policy suggests Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida's administration will strive to increase female
representation in the boards of Japan's top firms, with
a target ratio of 30 percent.

18.7 percent of firms currently listed on Tokyo’s Prime
Market bourse have no female board members at all.
At the same time, only 2.2 percent of firms listed now
would meet the government's target of 30 percent
female representation.

According to the World Economic Forum, Japan places

116 out of 146 countries in the economic gender gap
rankings. However, the Prime Minister has committed
to creating a more inclusive corporate environment
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and advancing gender equality in Japan’s business
culture, which the draft policy describes as an “urgent
issue” with regards to the country’'s stagnant economic
growth.

The government will ask firms to draw up plans to
increase female representation and request big
companies to nominate at least one female board
member around 2025. The government will also
encourage female entrepreneurship and improve
women'’s income.

This draft policy comes alongside the announcement
of increased funding for childcare this week. The
government is seeking to stimulate economic growth
and combat Japan’s declining birthrate [see article
above], not only through promoting female enterprise,
but by making it easier to work and raise children
simultaneously. [Kyodo News]

Japan: High court rejects appeal for damages
over forced sterilization

[eg] The Sendai High Court has ruled that two women
who were forcibly sterilized under a now-repealed
eugenics law are unable to appeal the government for
damages.

The two elderly women argued that the law violated
their constitutional rights to self-determination by
preventing them from giving birth and raising children
and sought JPY 71.5 million (USD 511,000) in damages.
However, the high court sided with a lower court in
deciding that the 20-year statute of limitations had
elapsed.

Government data shows that around 25,000 people
were sterilized under the Eugenic Protection Law,
which targeted people with mental disabilities, mental
illnesses, or hereditary conditions. The law was
enacted in 1948 and repealed in 1996. In 2019, Japan’s
parliament mandated JPY 3.2 million in state
compensation to each person who underwent forced
sterilization.

The ruling runs in contrast to the four other rulings
since February 2022, which have sided with the
plaintiffs seeking state compensation for forced
sterilization. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Law to allow nuclear reactors to operate
beyond 60 years
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[eg] According to a recently passed law, nuclear
reactors in Japan will now be allowed to stay active
past 60 years, provided certain safety conditions are
met.

The law retains safety provisions enacted after the
2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster, which limit nuclear
power plants to a basic operating period of 40 years,
which can be extended to 60 if sanctioned by the
authorities. However, the new law will allow nuclear
power plants to operate past 60 years following
approval by the economy minister and regular safety
inspections.

The reforms to energy laws come as part of a
legislative package to increase investment in
renewable energy and improve Japan's energy
independence. At present, 88.87% of Japan'’s current
energy supply is comprised of imported fuels, which is
increasingly seen as a strategic weakness following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Currently, 51% of
Japanese approve of restarting idle nuclear plants, up
from 28% in 2013, two years after the Fukushima
accident. [Asahi Shimbun 1]

The government is also aiming to make the country
carbon neutral by 2050 and has issued green-
transition bonds to develop sustainable sources of
energy.

The bill was supported by the ruling LDP party and two
opposition parties. However, it was met by opposition
on the left and center-left, who criticized the safety
measures as insufficient. [Asahi Shimbun 2] [Japan
Times]

Japan: Lawyers criticize revisions to
immigration law

[eg] The Kyoto Bar Association has showed its
opposition to the proposed Immigration Control and
Refugee Recognition Act, which intends to strengthen
the mechanisms of deportation for illegal immigrants.

The bill will also forcibly deport people seeking refugee
status once they have submitted their third
application, regardless of whether their case is under
review.

The lawyers criticized the revisions for their potential
to send asylum seekers back to dangerous countries,
and called on the government to refrain from legal
revisions that could threaten the human rights of
migrants. [The Mainichi 1] [The Mainichi 2]
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Japan: Two dead and 35 injured after heavy
rainfall

[eg] Tropical Storm Mawar inundated wide sections of
eastern Japan and unleashed heavy rainfall over the
country.

Although the storm was downgraded from a cyclone, it
nonetheless caused widespread damage, with many
areas seeing record levels of rainfall. Flooding and
landslides prompted a call for two million residents to
temporarily evacuate to higher ground in central
Japan. As of yet five people are still missing, with 232
houses destroyed. [Kyodo News]

Japan: 15 trillion yen to be invested in hydrogen
supply in decarbonization push

[eg] The Japanese government has announced a plan
to invest in the supply of hydrogen, in hopes of
establishing regional supply chains and accelerating
the country's transition into net zero by 2050.

The Basic Hydrogen strategy includes an investment of
JPY 15 trillion (USD 107 billion) over the next 15 years
from both public and private sectors, which will
contribute to a target of raising the hydrogen supply
from 2 million tons to 12 million tons by 2040.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's government has
committed to net zero greenhouse gas emissions by
2050, a transition policy known as GX. The government
expects hydrogen to pay a key partin the green
transition, due to its use as a fuel and its role in carbon
recycling.

Japan published its hydrogen strategy in 2017, ahead
of many other countries. The economy minister calls
the country's role “world-leading”, and hopes to
establish international supply chains by collaborating
with foreign partners. [Kyodo News]

Mongolia: Constitutional amendment changes
composition and election of a parliament

(dqgl) The Mongolian parliament passed on May 31 the
Law on Amendments to the Constitution, affecting the
to the composition and electoral system of the
country’s parliament.
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Under the revisions, the number of the Members of
Parliament (MP) will be raised from 76 to 126. A new
mixed electoral system has been adopted, with 78 out
of the 126 MPS elected through the majoritarian
system, representing specific constituencies and the
remaining 48 members through the party-list based
proportional system.

The constitutional amendments will enter into force on
January 1, 2024, and thus apply to the forthcoming
parliamentary elections, scheduled for spring 2024.
[Montsame] [BNN]

North Korea: Inspection of import, export good
to be beefed up

(dqgl) The North Korean parliament has reportedly
enacted a law that seeks to boost inspections of export
and import goods.

According to state-run Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA), the new law puts in place “guidance on the
inspection of export and import goods,” in addition to
clarifying “the responsibility and role of inspectors, the
proposal and verification of the application for
inspection of export and import goods, the place for
inspection of export and import goods.”

The law is expected to “help guarantee the quality and
quantity of export and import goods and ensure the
stability of trade by strictly establishing stricter
discipline and order in inspection.” [KCNA]

The law comes as trade with China has risen to near
the pre-pandemic level since the country, following the
resumption of operations of freight trains crossing a
railway bridge over its border river with the neighbor
in September 2022.

It also comes amid speculation over Pyongyang's
intention to reopen its border as early as this month
with China to allow people’s cross-border movement
after years of COVID-19 restriction that were imposed
in early 2020. [Yonhap News Agency]

North Korea: Launch of first spy satellite fails

(dgl) North Korea's first attempt at launching a military
spy satellite on May 31 ended in failure, after “the
satellite carrier rocket [...] crashed into the West Sea of
Korea along with the loss of thrust because of
abnormal start of the second-stage motor after the
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first-stage separation while making a normal flight,”
according to state-run Korean Central News Agency
(KCNA).

In a statement on the failure of the launch a day later,
Kim Yo-jong, the influential sister of North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un, announced a second launch
attempt pledging that the “military reconnaissance
satellite will be correctly put on space orbit in the near
future and start its mission,” and adding the her
country was “well aware of the protracted nature of
the confrontation with the U.S.,” and prepared to
“make all efforts to bolster up war deterrent in an all-
inclusive direction, being conscious of the long-term
threats and challenges.” [KCNA 1] [KCNA 2] [CNBC]
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Election commission under
pressure over probes into corruption in
employment practices

(dqgl) South Korea's ruling People Power Party (PPP) is
demanding an audit by the Board of Audit and
Inspection (BAI) of the country’s National Election
Commission (NEC), along with the resignation of the
head of the election watchdog agency.

This comes as the NEC has come under heavy pressure
amid a full-scale investigation into nepotism
allegations involving the agency’'s incumbent and
former officials as well as those previously acquitted
from the election watchdog body, launched by the
Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights Commission on June 1.
At least NEC 11 officials have made use of their power
and position to help their children obtain employment
within the agency. [Korea JoongAng Daily] [The Korea
Herald]

In an earlier development, the NEC's Secretary General
and Deputy Secretary General resigned after nepotism
allegations against them, with both suspected of hiring
their children as NEC employees at regional offices in
2022 and 2018, respectively [see AR No. 22, May/2023,
sl

The two were among four senior officials for whom the
NEC ordered an internal audit after circumstances
were detected making it hard to rule out the possibility
that the four exercised undue influence in the hiring
process of their four children for experienced
positions, according to a statement of the agency.
[Yonhap News Agency]
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South Korea: New state agency to support
victims of bullying in school to be set up

(dgl) The government and the ruling People Power
Party (PPP) reached an agreement on the creation of a
state agency to provide support to victims of school
violence in their recovery and treatment. The two sides
agreed on this at a policy consultation meeting
between the PPP and the education ministry.

The decision comes in response to the growing
demand for specialized support services for students
who face and suffer from bullying in schools.

The ministry of education announced that it will
disclose details of the road map by the end of this
month. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Details of negotiations between
Seoul and Tokyo on comfort women to remain
classified

(dql) South Korea's Supreme Court dismissed on June 1
a complaint demanding the South Korean government
disclose negotiations that led to the Japan-South Korea
Comfort Women Agreement in 2015 that sought to
settle the issue of Korean sex slaves during Japan's
colonial rule on the Korea peninsula 1910-1945.

The court ruled that what happened during the 12
rounds of talks between negotiators of the two
countries before the signing the pact was classified
information by law.

The trial court had sided with a lawyer who requested
the full disclosure of negotiations citing the people’s
right to know and dismissing claims by the South
Korean foreign ministry that the revelation would
break trust with Japan. The appeals court, however,
reversed the decision, arguing that disclosing the talks
not only risks breaking trust, but also fomenting
tension between the two neighboring countries. [The
Korea Herald]

A contentious deal that fell short of putting on record
whether Tokyo had directly forced the victims into sex
slavery, the Japan-South Korea Comfort Women
Agreement was signed in December 2015 whose
centerpiece was the establishment of a foundation to
which Japan provided JPY 1 billion (appr. USD million)
as compensation for victims.

While Japan considered the issue resolved through the
agreement, public support of the deal, especially in
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South Korea, was low and it was starting to fall apart
by 2017. According to Japanese media, in 2019, the
administration of then South Korean President Moon
Jae-in dissolved the foundation, effectively annulling
the agreement. However, Moon administration
insisted it had never annulled the agreement.

South Korea: Presidents instructs crackdown on
misused government subsidies to civil
organizations

(dqgl) President Yoon Suk-yeol has issued on order to
crackdown on corruption related to government
subsidies to civil organizations.

The order came in response to findings of an audit of
government subsidies according to which a total of
1,865 cases showed irregularities involving about KRW
31.4 billion USD 24 million that were provided to some
12,000 civil organizations over the past three years.
[The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Western border islands defense
drills conducted

(dqgl) Last week, the South Korean military carried out a
three-day exercise that focused on the the defense of
western border islands in the Yellow Sea.

Led by the Northwest Islands Defense Command, the
drills were attended by troops from the Army, the
Navy, the Air Force and the Marine Corps and involved
a series of weapons systems, including AH-1S Cobra
and AH-64E Apache attack helicopters and a naval
landing ship as well as F-15K and KF-16 fighter jets.

The exercise came amid North Korea’s failed attempt
to launch its first military spy satellite on May 31 [see
article in this edition]. Despite the failure, Pyongyang's
move has added new urgency for the strengthening of
such defense drills, as observers viewed the launch
attempts as part of the North regime’s efforts to
advance its ballistic missile technology and build
space-based reconnaissance capabilities in the long
term. [Yonhap News Agency]

Taiwan: KMT defends presidential candidate as
poll ratings slump
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[eg] According to a recent poll, support for the
presidential candidate of Taiwan’'s main opposition
party,the Kuomintang (KMT), fell to 18.3percent, the
lowest of the three main candidates for the
presidency.

However, the KMT defended its candidate, the city
mayor Hou You-yi, saying that his approval rating
should rebound following his recent comments
supporting the death penalty and his advocating for
nuclear power. The party believes Hou will draw
support from the KMT base and swing voters to win
the election in January 2024.

The poll revealed that the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) party’s candidate, Lai Ching-te,
was the most popular candidate, with his support
rising to 35.8 percent. He was followed by the
candidate of the Taiwan People's Party, Ko Wen-je,
whose support rose to 25.9 percent.

Like Hou, Ko also favors détente with China, and this
week controversially proposed the construction of a
bridge between Taiwan’s Kinmen island and the
Chinese mainland to create an “experimental peace
zone”. [Liberty News, in Chinese]

If the current polling holds, the DPP is set to win re-
election, with Lai replacing Tsai Ing-Wen as president.
Lai is expected to maintain Tsai's hard stance on
defending Taiwan's sovereignty and democracy against
China. [Reuters] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Immigration reform to relax rules on
family residency, attract skilled workers

[eg] Amendments recently approved by Taiwan'’s
legislature will grant the right to certain skilled
professionals, prize-winners, special contributors to
society, and investment applicants to apply for
permanent residency on behalf of their families.

The amendments to the Immigration Act are designed
to attract skilled foreign workers to Taiwan and
encourage them to stay in the country. In total 63
articles were changed, making it the biggest change to
immigration legislation in 24 years.

Taiwan has recently been grappling with a shortage of
workers, which the government hopes to alleviate with
looser immigration laws and by attracting foreign
professionals [see AIR no.22, May/2023, 5].
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In detail, the new policy comprises of four changes.
Firstly, the rights of families to reunify are
strengthened, and families whose Taiwanese spouse
has died or been divorced can remain in the country.
Second, the time in which foreign professionals are
mandated to be in the country will decrease from 183
days a year to 183 days every five years.

The amendments also serve to strengthen
punishments for those who illegally stay in the country,
with the maximum fine increasing to up to NT$50,000.
Offenders will also be prohibited from entering the
country for seven years.

Finally, in hearings of deportation, foreigners will be
allowed to be represented by immigration attorneys,
subject to the oversight of the immigration authorities.
[Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Punishments for damaging critical
infrastructure increased

(dgl) Taiwan's parliament passed on May 30
amendments to laws that allows for sentencing
individuals who vandalize or hack into critical
infrastructure in Taiwan to imprisonment of up to
seven years and fines up to NTD 10 million (USD
325,200).

The amendments will apply to public transportation
systems, postal services, hospitals, and financial
institutions, as well as telecommunications, utility,
nuclear and space facilities.

The move comes against the backdrop of recent
incidents including the severance of two undersea
communications cables linking Taiwan and the Matsu
Islands in February. Further, media outlets reported on
electrical cables at Taiwan Taoyuan International
Airport being cut by two construction workers in March
2022, that caused a power outage at parts of the
airport's Terminal 2. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Ruling DPP party hit by sexual assault
scandal

[eg] President Tsai Ing-wen apologized on June 2 for
her party’s handling of a spate of sexual harassment
cases, and expressed gratitude to the victims who
came forward.
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The president made these comments after three cases
of sexual misconduct within the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) came to light last week, all
occurring between 2018 and last year. The victims
criticized the mid-level party officials who mishandled
their complaints. As of yet, three DPP officials have
resigned due to the scandal.

The uncovering of sexual harassment cases and their
potential cover-up comes at a sensitive time for the
DPP as they are preparing to defend the Taiwanese
presidency in January's election.

The DPP presidential candidate, William Lai, who is also
party chairman and vice-president, affirmed the party's
zero-tolerance policy for sexual misconduct, and
apologized to the victims. He and President Tsai-Ing
Wen backed an investigation into the cases and called
for intra-party reform to prevent further cases.

The DPP deputy secretary-general resigned over one
case, whereby she was accused of dismissing the
victim’'s complaint. She allegedly pushed against a full
investigation due to the subsequent media attention it
would attract, despite being the head of the Woman'’s
Development Department at the time.

An alliance of policymakers affiliated with the anti-
China Sunflower Movement promised legal support to
the victims and condemned the abuse of power within
the party.

The Kuomintang (KMT) opposition criticized the DPP
for not matching its rhetoric on women'’s rights with
reality, and said the issue is one for Taiwanese society
as a whole to address. However, on June 3, a journalist
came forward as a subject of harassment by a KMT-
allied politician, who is now allegedly a member of
Taiwan's legislature, showing the spread of the
movement beyond the DPP. [Taiwan News 1]
[Bloomberg] [Taipei Times 1][Taipei Times 2] [Taiwan
News 2] [Taiwan News 3]

Taiwan: Former presidential guard convicted
for spying for China

[eg] A presidential guard, once part of the entourages
of Presidents Chiang Ching-kuo and Lee Teng-hui, and
his nephew, have been convicted of collecting
information about the Presidential Office and sending
it on to Chinese intelligence.

After his retirement, the elder guard went to work in
China, where he met with Chinese security agents. In
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2018, he collaborated with his nephew, who was also
working as a security guard in the Presidential Office,
to collect information about President Tsai Ing-wen's
schedule and foreign visitors.

The nephew allegedly failed to obtain this information,
but instead passed on the personal information of the
presidential guards to China. The two individuals have
since been convicted of espionage and will serve
prison sentences.

This conviction comes alongside growing calls for a
review of Taiwan's infiltration laws. The small pro-
independence Taiwan Statebuilding Party this week
urged a review of the foreign influence transparency
bill to combat Chinese infiltration.

The party, along with other proponents, criticize the
country’s leniency to people convicted of espionage for
China, with the average prison sentence being 18
months. The prison sentences of the aforementioned
spies were 32 months and 16 months, respectively.
These sentences were reduced from higher sentences
through a high court appeal. Critics say such short
sentences encourage spying for China. [CNA]

The conference, which called for a review of anti-
infiltration measures, suggested that the country’s
main parties were turning a blind eye to weak anti-
espionage legislation in order to retain the support of
Taiwanese businesspeople in China. Its leaders called
for Taiwan to be brought in line with the policy of other
democracies, like Australia and the UK, which require
the registration of foreign agents with the government.
[Taipei Times] [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Vigil held in Taipei for Tiananmen
Square crackdown

[eg] The annual commemoration of the violent
crackdown on China’'s 1989 pro-democracy protests
was joined by hundreds of people in Taipei on 4 June.

The vigil, held at the Chiang Kai-Shek memorial hall in
the center of Taipei, was marked by speeches by
human rights campaigners and politicians, many from
Hong Kong.

With regards to the anniversary, President Tsai Ing-wen
wrote on Twitter that she “looks forward to the day
that the youth in China will be able to sing and express
themselves freely, with passion, not fear”. [Twitter]
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Organizers of the event claim that Taiwan is now the
only Chinese-speaking country to be able to
commemorate the massacre, after pro-Beijing
authorities snuffed out the annual vigils held in Hong
Kong following the enactment of the national security
law. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Appeals to the supreme court blocked
for some drug offences and assault crimes

[eg] People convicted of causing minor injury or some
drug-related crimes will no longer be able to appeal to
the Supreme Court after a second trial, according to
amendments recently passed by Taiwan'’s legislature.

The amendments stipulate that an assault that inflicts
bodily harm to another, ingesting Category 1 drugs,
such as heroin or cocaine, or possessing more than
20g of a Category 2 drug, such as cannabis, will not be
able to be appealed after the second judgement.

Intending to address the backlog of cases in the judicial
system, these changes will increase the number of
unappealable cases from seven to ten. The
amendments are projected to reduce the number of
appeals to the Supreme Court by up to 600 a year, a 45
percent decrease. [Taipei Times]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Ruling Awami League has
established rule of law in country, Prime
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Minister Hasina says

(Im) Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on May
5 said her Awami League party, which has been ruling
the South Asian nation since 2009, has established the
rule of law in the country, breaking it away from a
culture of impunity instigated by the main opposition
BNP. Hasina was speaking at an event held to
congratulate the newly elected leaders of the
Bangladesh Supreme Court Bar Association. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh: Opposition BNP expels party
members for life for contesting city polls

(Im) Bangladesh’'s main opposition BNP party has
expelled 43 of its members for life for defying party
orders when participating in elections for the Sylhet
City Corporation, an organization which governs the
municipal areas of the city Sylhet. The BNP also issued
lifetime expulsions to nine of its members for
participating in city corporation elections in Khulna and
Barisal, respectively. [Dhaka Tribune]

Prior to issuing the expulsions, the BNP had issued
show-cause notices against the local politicians to
remind them that the party is not participating in any
polls under the current government and Election
Commission. In defiance of the party decision, 29 BNP
party members had contested the Gazipur City
Corporation (GCC) election; all of them were expelled
for life before the election, which took place on May 25
[see AIR No. 22, May/2023, 5]

For the upcoming Rajshahi City Corporation election,
slated for June 21, 12 BNP members have announced
to run in the polls.

Bangladesh: Over 7,000 cases filed under Digital
Security Act, law minister says

(Im) More than 7,000 cases have been filed under
Bangladesh’s contentious Digital Security Act between
September 2018, when the law was in Parliament, and
January this year, according to the country’s law
minister Anisul Haq. [Dhaka Tribune]

Separately, the law minister informed that a total of
3.67 million cases are pending in the trial courts, with
1.58 million civil cases and 2.08 million criminal cases.
Among Bangladesh’s 64 districts, the capital Dhaka
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accounts for 544,000 cases; the second-highest
caseload is in Chittagong with 271,000 cases.

Bangladesh: Biggest power plant shuts down as
government is unable to pay coal supplier

(Im) Bangladesh’s biggest coal-fired plant closed its
second unit due to a coal shortage, intensifying a
power shortage in the country's national grid that has
already faced disruptions due to erratic weather this
year, with soaring temperatures pushing up demand in
April and a deadly cyclone cutting off supplies of
natural gas. [Al Jazeera]

The government-run Payra Power Plant in southern
Bangladesh requires around 10,000 to 12,000 tons of
coal to run at full capacity. However, the Bangladesh-
China Power Company (PVT) Limited - the company
behind the plant which has been importing coal from
Indonesia since 2018 - owes USD 390 million to the
suppliers. [The Business Standard]

Bangladesh: UN HCR deputy high commissioner
calls for urgent support for Rohingya refugees

(Im) Concluding a four-day visit to Bangladesh, the
United Nations (UN) deputy high commissioner for
refugees, has called for increased efforts by the
international community to promote livelihoods and
self-reliance among the one million Rohingya refugees.
In a press statement released on June 5, the UN official
stressed the need to prevent further deterioration of
the humanitarian situation in the refugee camps,
voicing concerns that a recent reduction in rations,
coupled with a major fire earlier this year and Cyclone
Mocha a few weeks ago, will lead to higher
malnutrition rates, school dropouts, increased
incidents of child marriage, child labor, and gender-
based violence [Dhaka Tribune]

The UN official also said that refugees who wish to
return to their home in Myanmar’s Rakhine state
should have access to clear and factual information to
make free and informed decisions, adding that under
no condition should refugees be forced or coerced to
return. At present, Myanmar and Bangladesh are
looking to return about 1,100 people in a pilot project
mediated by China in the coming weeks even though
the UN has said repeatedly the conditions are not right
[see AR No. 22, May/2023, 5]
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On June 1, the UN World Food Programme announced
a new round of deep cuts in food rations to USD 8 a
month, after a funding shortfall of USD 56 million. UN
experts and human rights advocates have condemned
the move, saying it is building pressure on the
Rohingya refugees to repatriate. [Human Rights Watch]
[UN OHCHR]

India: Home Minister forms judicial panel to
probe Manipur violence

(Im) India’s Home Minister Amit Shah on June 1
announced that a probe panel led by a retired High
Court judge will investigate the weeks of ethnic
violence that has left dozens dead and seen tens of
thousands of people flee their homes in the country’s
Manipur state.

Violence initially broke out during a protest march on
May 2 by thousands of Kuki tribespeople and members
of other predominantly Christian tribal communities
opposing a demand by the state's majority, non-tribal
Meitei community for the constitutionally defined
status of a Scheduled Indian Tribe (SIT). However, tribal
people say members of the Meitei community - most
of which are Hindu - comparatively well-off and that
granting them more privileges would be unfair. Around
100 people are thought to have died, prompting the
intervention of the Indian army. Families from both
groups fled after mobs set homes, shops and churches
ablaze. [AIR No. 19, May/2023, 2]

Against this backdrop, Shah visited Manipur last week
to meet victims from both the Meitei and Kuki
communities, assuring them of adequate security and
saying the central government's focus is to ensure
their safe return home. Apart from the probe panel,
the minister also announced several other measures
including the formation of a so-called “peace
committee” and a relief and rehabilitation package.
[The Indian Express]

Pakistan: Anti-terrorism court extends bail of
former Prime Minister Imran Khan

(mha) Pakistan's former Prime Minister Imran Khan on
June 2 appeared before an anti-terrorism court in
Lahore and secured an extension to his pre-arrest bail
till June 13 in three cases including an attack on the
residence of a local military commander. Khan, who
appeared before the court amid high security,
reiterated that he faces "serious threats" to his life.
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Violence erupted across Pakistan on May 9 when Khan
was arrested by the National Accountability Board
(NAB) from the premises of Islamabad High Courtin a
corruption case [see AR No. 19, May/2023, 2]. Over 20
military installations and government buildings
including military headquarters in Rawalpindi were
damaged during the mayhem the military has labelled
as the "Black Day" [see AIR No. 21, May/2023, 4].
[Business Standard]

In separate developments, Khan's bail in the Al Qadir
Trust graft case has been extended until June 19. Khan
and his wife are both accused in the case, which
pertains to the alleged receiving of financial help from
a land developer in the setting-up of Al Qadir
University of which the former prime minister and his
spouse are trustees. [Reuters]

Furthermore, Khan has announced that he will file a
defamation lawsuit against the chief of country’s
National Accountability Bureau (NAB), seeking
damages of up to USD 52 million for the "ridicule" he
was subjected to during his dramatic arrest from the
Islamabad High Court last month. In a statement on
Twitter, Khan claimed that the warrant against him was
deliberately issued on a public holiday and was kept a
secret for over a week. [Republic World]

Pakistan: Embattled ex-Premier Imran Khan
faces blackout on local media

(Im) Coverage of Pakistan’s former Prime Minister
Imran Khan has disappeared from all mainstream
news channels in the country after the media regulator
(PEMRA) asked networks to block out people involved
in violence sparked by Khan's short-lived arrest last
month. [The Straits Times]

The violence erupted on May 9, when Khan was taken
into custody by paramilitary forces on corruption
charges from outside a courtroom in the capital,
Islamabad [see AIR No. 19, May/2023, 2]. The Supreme
Court outlawed Khan's arrest two days later. In light of
Khan's arrest, protesters in parts of Pakistan stormed
the public and military property, with some setting fire
to the residence of a top army commander in Lahore
amid allegations the security institution was behind the
arrest.

Against this backdrop, PEMRA asked television
licensees to ensure that “hate mongers, rioters, their
facilitators and perpetrators” are “completely screened
out from media” - without directly referring to Khan.
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Former Chief Minister Usman Buzdar becomes
latest PTI leader to quit politics

(mha) The former chief minister of Pakistan’s largest
province Punjab, Usman Buzdar, became the latest
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader to quit politics in
the aftermath of the May 9 violent riots. Buzdar said he
had always stood with the armed forces and will
continue to do so. The former chief minister called on
all stakeholders to reach a consensus and asked the
authorities to release all those who were innocent

from jail. [Geo News]

The PTI, led by Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran
Khan, has been feeling the heat of the state’s might
after the party workers burnt and smashed military
installations, including the General Headquarters in
Rawalpindi, after Imran Khan's arrest on May 9 — a
day the army dubbed as “Black Day” [see AR No. 19,
May/2023, 2].

In separate developments, Pervez Elahi, PTI president
and two-times chief minister of Punjab, has been
arrested on corruption charges. He was produced in
the court which acquitted him in two separate
corruption cases. [The Tribune]

Pakistan: PML-N to file review plea against
leader Nawaz Sharif's disqualification

(mha/lm) The Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) (PML-
N), the largest party in Pakistan’s ruling coalition
government, will file a petition with the country's
Supreme Court to seek a revision of the
disqualification of party supremo and three-times
prime minister Nawaz Sharif's to hold public office and
the post of party president. [Arab News]

In 2017, the Supreme Court disqualified Sharif as a
member of parliament and prime minister in a
unanimous verdict over corruption allegations
stemming from the publication of the so-called
Panama Papers a year before. The leaks had revealed
that three of Sharif's children owned offshore
companies and assets not shown in his family's wealth
statement.

Pakistan: Prominent human rights activist
Jibran Nasir returns home after abduction in
Karachi
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(mha/Im) A prominent Pakistani human rights activist
and lawyer, Jibran Nasir, returned home on June 2, a
day after his adduction by over a dozen unidentified
persons in the southern port city Karachi, which
prompted a widespread outcry. [Al Jazeera] [Reuters]

Nasir is a strong dissent voice and frequently criticizes
Pakistan's leading political parties, the religious right
wing, and the country’s powerful military. He also
contested the 2013 and 2018 general elections as an
independent candidate from Karachi but couldn't
succeed.

More recently, he had publicly criticized an
announcement by the Pakistani military to try civilians
connected to the violence following on Imran Khan's
arrest on May 9 under stringent army laws [see AR No.

Sri Lanka: Opposition S)B asks president to hold
early elections after being offered to join
government

(ns) The Samara Jana Balawegaya (SJB), Sri Lanka’s
main opposition alliance and second-largest group in
the country's parliament, announced on June 5 that
President Ranil Wickremesinghe had offered it to join
the government. In response, the alliance informed
that it would consider the offer if the government
holds early national elections.

The SJB argues that President Wickremesinghe is
working with the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP)
party, which is led by former President Mahinda
Rajapaksa and, in the eyes of some, guilty of the island
nation’s current economic crisis. [The [sland]

Sri Lanka: Woman probes her adoption, finds
evidence of bribery in responsible agencies

(ns) On May 31, international news outlet Al Jazeera
published a witness report about a Sri Lankan-born
Norwegian woman who probed her adoption case in
search of her biological family. The biological mother
of the woman thought that a family in Sri Lanka had
adopted her daughter. According to Sri Lankan law,
children cannot be adopted from a charity without
providing the information to the parents and former
hosts.

The woman went to the Island State to meet her
mother, who told her that she had left the child with
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the local Salvation Army due to circumstances where
she could not afford to bring up the child. When she
returned to the Salvation Army’s office, the girl was
already moved from the charity facilities. Following the
findings, the woman examined her birth certificate
data and contacted the Salvation Army, hospital, and
Sri Lankan § Norwegian corresponding agencies to
compare it with the adoption documents. The majority
of institutes refused to provide any documents, citing
varied issues.

Many foreigners lived in Sri Lanka during the civil war.
The Norway family adopted the girl at that time with
anticipation that they had the authentic documents.
Research data shows that, during the 1980s, up to
11,000 children were transported to the EU, while 70
percent of their documents were forged or faulty. The
investigation suggests that state agencies of European
States, including Norway, cooperated with Sri Lanka to
sell children abroad to earn money from the
contemporary demand for foreign children. [Aljazeeral,
[The Salvation Army Sri Lankal]

Sri Lanka: Administration to undergo Anti-
Money Laundering and Counter-Terrorism
Financing assessment

(ns) On June 3, Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe announced the upcoming Anti-Money
Laundering and Counter-Terrorism Financing Country
Assessment. The examination should commence
within 90 days and is crucial to attract foreign
investments and increase the convince of doing
business with and within the country. Currently, there
are gaps in the anti-money laundering law that pose
the Island State at risk of being labeled a country with
strategic deficiencies again.

Given the urgency, the president prioritized these
issues that align with the successful International
Monetary Fund program implementation. President
says it will be essential to change the administrative
structure to address problems with timely completion
of infrastructure projects and bureaucratic obstacles
confronted by citizens - factors leading to frequent
court hearings. The government plans to engage with
various stakeholders, including the bench, the Bar, and
the Parliament, to meet and release a joint report on
this agenda as the next step. [Daily FT]

Sri Lanka: Central bank cuts interest rates for
the first time in three years
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(ns) On June 1, Sri Lanka's central bank (CBSL)
unexpectedly cut its standing lending facility rate for
the first time in three years, from 16.5 percent to 14
percent, giving room to support the island nation’s
economic recovery. The CBSL board has observed
moderate dissipation of the inflationary pressures
while its rate cooled down and anchored its economic
anticipations. CBSL also reports that its estimated
reserves account for more than USD 3 billion to date,
including the swap facility from the People’s Bank of
China. [Al Jazeera] [Bloomberg] [CNBC]

Sri Lanka: International Monetary Fund Deputy
Managing Director visits

(ns) On June 1, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
Deputy Managing Director concluded a working visit to
Sri Lanka regarding the economic program of the
Island State and to discuss obstacles and opportunities
concerning its progress. The IMF senior official in his
closing statement said that Sri Lanka shows significant
improvements from critical policy actions but needs to
maintain its reform momentum to continue recovery
amid economic challenges. [The International
Monetary Fund] [Daily News] [The Morning]

Sri Lanka: Army plans to produce its own light
weapons ammunition to counter foreign
reserves deficiency

(ns) Sri Lanka's defense ministry has announced that
the national army is planning to manufacture
ammunition for light weapons to help the country's
economy to increase its foreign reserves. There are
military manufacturing facilities in Veyangoda, where
Sri Lanka already produces helmets, body armor, and
uniform.

Sri Lanka raised its defense and security expenditures
in 2023, prompting the wrong motive on rationalizing
public spending among the citizens and observers.
[Economy Next]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia
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UN Secretary-General implicitly criticizes
Cambodia’s upcoming elections after top

(ns/Im) United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres on May 31 implicitly criticized Cambodia’s
upcoming elections for failing to be inclusive, a thinly-
veiled reference to a recently decision by the country’s
Constitutional Council to uphold a registration ban of
the main opposition Candlelight Party (CLP). [The
Associated Press] [Cambodianess]

There are approximately 15 registered parties for the
elections but only the CLP has accountable public
support, making it the sole credible challenger to the
ruling Cambodian People’s Party that holds all the
governmental National Assembly chairs. However, the
Constitutional Council earlier this month refused to
overturn a ban on its registration in a decision that
cannot be appealed [see AR No. 22, May/2023, 5]

In light of this, UN representatives called on the
Cambodian authorities on several occasions this year.
On May 29, the Cambodian Permanent Mission to
Geneva representative said that his state is deeply
concerned with the human rights allegations against
the government. This came just days after the UN
Human Rights Council asked the Cambodian
government to free former opposition leader Kim
Sokha and ensure the inclusive democratic national
elections on July 23.

Meanwhile, the Cambodian National Election
Committee has announced that the French Speaking
Electoral Knowledge Network (RECEF) and the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
will send observers to the general elections. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia: Government calls for peace and
unity amid growing national unrest and
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transition from LDC status

(ns) On June 3-5, the ruling Cambodian People's Party
(CPP) authorities publicly spoke about the Cambodian
economic and geopolitical future at the local
conventions. On June 3, the CPP President expressed
commitment to national unity, regardless of political
affiliation, gender, ethnicity, and other factors at a new
temple inauguration. Prime Minister Hun Sen
discussed the Everything But Arms (EBA) initiative
future with factory workers in Kampong Speu province
onJune 4. CPP Presidents said that unrest would make
the factories shut down.

Cambodian Prime Minister expressed the commitment
of the Kingdom to be no longer classified as a Least
Developed Country (LDC), which will mean that
Cambodia will no longer be eligible for the preferential
trade agreement scheme. The Prime Minister and
Cambodian Chamber of Commerce suggest that
recently signed Free Trade Agreements will support
the Kingdom's economy despite EBA-linked losses and
following the withdrawal of other trade benefits.
Nonetheless, the authorities will negotiate with
potential partners on extending some of the
agreements.

On the following day, the Governor attended the
graduation ceremony at the Royal University of Law
and Economics and spoke on the renewed demand for
nuclear weapons, de-globalization trends, and peace
maintenance triviality in Cambodia. He compared the
current geopolitical tensions to the cold war times and
said that its essential to balance foreign policies. Royal
Academy of Cambodia Secretary-General suggested
that the US increases its presence in the Indo-Pacific
region due to concerns about China gaining more
geopolitical power. Hun Sen criticized the AUKUS
alliance for increasing the risk of nuclear escalation
and expressed concern over potential civil war
escalation in Myanmar. [Phnom Penh Post 1], [Phnom
Penh Post 2], [Phnom Penh Post 3]

Indonesia: Police to investigate alleged leak in
high level Constitutional Court case

(hg/ys) National Police chief Gen. Listyo Sigit Prabowo
has announced his intention to conduct an
investigation into a leak in the Constitutional Courtin a
high-level case regarding the country’s political party
and election system.

The case goes back to a challenge against the Election
Law brought forward to the Constitutional Court by a
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member of the ruling Indonesian Democratic Party of
Struggle (PDI-P). The challenge aims to change to the
current open-list proportional representation format
used in legislative elections which allows voters to have
a say in selecting legislative candidates from political
parties.

Aim of the challenge is to reinstate a closed-list system
under which voters would only vote for political
parties, while the winning candidates would be
determined solely by the parties based on the
proportion of votes received. Vis-a-vis the upcoming
2024 legislative elections the pending constitutional
review is highly disputed. Eight out of the nine political
factions in the House of Representatives emphasized
their shared opposition to the intended change. [The
Jakarta Post 2]

The alleged leak was brought to public attention by
Denny Indrayana, a former Deputy Minister of Law and
Human Rights under the administration of Fusillo
Bambang Yudhoyono (2004-2014).

Noteworthy, police chief Gen. Listyo made his
statement on investigations into the alleged leak
following a meeting with the Coordinating Political,
Legal and Security Affairs Minister Mahfud MD, himself
a former chief justice of the Constitutional Court, and
the chief of the Indonesian Military (TNI), Adm. Yudo
Margono. [Kompas, in Bahasa Indonesia] [The Jakarta
Post 1]

Indonesia: President as kingmaker controversy

(ys) As the 2024 elections are approaching, President
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo has confirmed his involvement in
the search for his successor. The President defended
his actions during a closed-door meeting with media
leaders and content creators at the State Palace,
stating that his interference in the upcoming 2024
elections was driven by the best interests of the nation.

His private meetings with political party leaders and
public appearances with several presumptive
presidential nominees have led to a fierce debate
across the political spectrum. While critics underline
his lack of neutrality as undermining the democratic
process, supporters insist that his involvement is well
within his rights as the incumbent President to ensure
a smooth transition of power and the continued
stability of the country. [The Jakarta Post 1] [The
Jakarta Post 2]
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Indonesia: Former Supreme Court Justice
sentenced to eight years

(ys/hg) The Bandung Corruption Court in West Java has
handed down a verdict on a former Supreme Court
justice who was found guilty of accepting bribes to
manipulate a court ruling. Sudrajad Dimyati, who
served in the top court's civil chamber, has been
sentenced to eight years in prison and fined Rp 1
billion (US$66,693). This sentence is lighter than the 13
years demanded by the Corruption Eradication
Commission (KPK) prosecutors.

The corruption case revolves around Sudrajad's
involvement in accepting bribes from two
businessmen, who were engaged in a civil case against
the savings and loans cooperative Intidana. The
businessmen allegedly bribed Supreme Court justices,
clerks, and other workers through their lawyers.

The judges considered several aggravating factors in
Sudrajad's sentencing, including the erosion of public
trust in the highest court and the violation of the
government's anti-corruption efforts. In recent years,
similar graft cases involving judges from the highest
courts have shaken the integrity of Indonesia's judicial
system. Yet, Indonesia also belongs to the countries in
which high-level corruption is often seriously
prosecuted.

Last week, the Bandung Corruption Court sentenced
the lawyers involved to eight and five years in prison,
respectively. Justice Sudrajad has announced his
intention to appeal the court's ruling. The Corruption
Eradication Commission (KPK) prosecutors will also
review the sentence and decide on their next course of
action in the coming week. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: 20-year-old sand export ban lifted

(ys) New government regulation signed on May 15 has
lifted the 20-year-old sand export ban. The export ban
on dredged sand was implemented to prevent
environmental harm. The new regulation stipulates
that sand export is allowed provided that the domestic
needs have been met, and approved usage including
land reclamation and private and state development.
Environmentalists have expressed concern over the
decision as it could further harm the coastal region
and the marine ecosystem. Singapore that used to be
the biggest importer of sand from Indonesia before
the ban was imposed is predicted to be among the
major beneficiaries of the new regulation. [Reuters]
[The Jakarta Post]
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Indonesia: Golden visa program to be launched

(ys) The Indonesian government is planning to issue
“golden visa” program for global talents in the field of
digitalization, health, research and technology. Under
this program, foreigners could be granted stay permits
for up to 10 years, which could also be offered to
digital nomads. The hope for this program is to help
Indonesia becomes the epicenter of economic growth.
The technical details of this program are still being
discussed. This is the second program that would give
long-stay permits after the previously government-
issued “second home” visa granted up to 10 years of
stay for elderly foreigners who already have an existing
visa and proof of funds of either IDR 2 billion (USD
128,559) in a personal Indonesian bank account or
proof of ownership of a luxury property in Indonesia.
[The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Bali issues rules of conduct for
foreign tourists

(ys) Bali has recently decided to issue rules of conduct
for foreign tourists. Each tourist will receive a set of
rules upon arrival in Bali, stapled together with the visa
in the passport. This decision is made after cases of
misconduct carried out by foreign tourists in Bali
garnered public outrage, after which the immigration
office deported 194 foreign nationals in 2022 alone.
The rules of conduct will guide tourists on how to
behave and what to wear, especially around religious
sites. [Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, in German]
[Detik Bali, in Bahasa Indonesia]_[The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: New corvette class ship named after
the founding father

(ys) Indonesia inaugurated a new corvette class ship,
the KRI Bung Karno-369, named after the country’s
founding father, Sukarno, also known as Bung Karno.
The new warship was built in Indonesia, making it the
first corvette class built entirely by an Indonesian naval
company. The KRI Bung Karno will serve as a
presidential ship during peace time. [Kompas, in
Bahasa Indonesia]

Lao PDR: Prime minister to promote digital
economy and society
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(ws) Laos Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone has
urged for intensive action to move the country towards
digital economy, government, and community with the
aim of boosting socio-economic development.
Speaking at a conference on blockchain development,
the prime minister highlighted the importance of the
use of digital technologies on national development,
and expressed his intention to increase the use of
digital technologies in the public sector and society.
The technologies include blockchain, Artificial
Intelligence (Al), Internet of Things (loT), big data, cloud
computing, and e-finance. [Vientiane Times]

Lao PDR: Central bank restores Foreign
Currency Control Department to fight
depreciation of national currency

(ws) Laos central bank has announced the re-
establishment of a Foreign Currency Control
Department to fight the depreciation of the national
currency. The value of the Lao Kip began to plunge
since the emergence of COVID-19, and has continued
its depreciation against foreign currencies, causing
inflation in the country. The reinstatement of the said
department is part of the strategy to impede the
continuing depreciation of the national currency, and
slow down inflation by managing the circulation of
foreign currency. [Laotian Times 1]

The newly established department will have mandate
to improve the laws on foreign currency management
as well as to oversee the management of income from
trade, service, investment, debt, and international
trade loans as well as monitor the use of local currency
to reduce the demand of foreign currency. [Laotian
Times 2] [Vientiane Mai]

Malaysia: Prime Minister Anwar tries to stall
time in royal pardon case of ex-Premier Najib’s,
former UMNO leader claims

(Im) A former leader of Malaysia's United Malays
National Organisation (UMNO) political party, Khairy
Jamaluddin, has said that the increased criticism

from some veteran party members against allies in the
current government can be linked to their impatience
with the fate of former prime minister Najib

Razak. Khairy also said that Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim seems to be stalling for time to avoid a fight
between his ruling Pakatan Harapan (PH) alliance and
supporters of Najib. [Malaysia Now]
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Najib, a former UMNO leader who was convicted in
2020 on charges of breach of trust, money laundering
and abuse of power, began serving a 12-year prison
sentence in August last year. Last March, the Federal
Court rejected a judicial review of his conviction and
sentence, prompting calls by his supporters in UMNO
for a royal pardon. In April, Prime Minister Anwar
admitted he would be part of the Pardon Board tasked
with deciding on Najib's pardon [see AiR No. 16,
April/2023, 3].

Crucially, some analysts have warned that a royal
pardon for Najib could cause problems for Anwar's
coalition government, which was formed last year after
UMNO President Ahmad Zahid Hamidi committed by
bringing the support of 26 lawmakers from his party to
support the People's Justice Party leader to be
appointed prime minister. These observers believe
that Najib's influence in UMNO was stronger than
Zahid's, and that the pardon process could ultimately
affect the UMNO presidency.

Malaysia: Government will ‘defend’ royals
against insults, Prime Minister Anwar says

(Im) Malaysia’'s government on June 5 warned it would
take “appropriate action” against any insults or threats
towards the nation’s royal institution, an
announcement that seeks to build up Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim’s popularity among the Malay-Muslim
majority, according to observers. [South China Morning
Post]

The current constitutional monarch, Sultan Abdullah
Sultan Ahmad Shah, broke the political deadlock in the
aftermath of polls last November, eventually picking
Anwar as prime minister after a contest marked by
deepening ethno-religious divisions [see AR No. 49,
December/2022, 1]. Over the past few months, Anwar
has been campaigning to build up his appeal among
the country’s Malay-Muslim majority, especially in the
north of the peninsula, where three of the six state
elections will be held in several week's time.

Unlike neighboring Thailand, Malaysia does not a have
specific royal defamation law, but it does have
provisions under several laws that make it a crime to
insult royalty. Penalties include fines and
imprisonment of anywhere between a few months to
20 years in some cases.

In 2019, the government laid out plans to amend laws
to protect the country’s rulers from insults, following
several arrests made against individuals who had
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publicly mocked the royals on social media. Those
plans, however, withered after a political coup that saw
a change of government a year later.

Malaysia: Former Prime Minister
Mahathir ready to join forces with Muhyiddin
for Malay cause

(Im) Malaysia’s former Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad in a recent interview said that he was ready
to work with Malaysian United Indigenous Party
(BERSATU) Chairman Muhyiddin Yassin if both political
parties can agree on the goals, suggesting that the two
veteran politicians could reconcile after being at odds
for over three years following the collapse of their
Pakatan Harapan (PH) government in February 2020.
[Malaysia Now,_ in Malay]

Mahathir said that the effort to “fight for the fate of the
Malays” should be made a primary goal, as a division of
groups based on different political party struggles has
weakened the majority community and made it
difficult to rectify the situation. [CNA]

In 2016, Mahathir and Muhyiddin formed BERSATU,
with Mahathir serving as chairman while Muhyiddin
became president of the party. BERSATU then worked
with the Pakatan Harapan (PH) coalition in the 14th
General Election in 2018 and ousted the Barisan
Nasional of then-Prime Minister Najib Razak from
government.

However, Mahathir was removed from the party
following a political maneuver in 2020 when a number
of lawmakers defected from the ruling PH

coalition. This triggered the collapse of the short-lived
PH government led by Mahathir, paving the way for
Muhyiddin to take up the mantle as Malaysia's next
prime minister.

Malaysia: Forming new political party also an
option, former UMNO lawmaker Khairy
Jamaluddin says

(Im) A prominent ex-member of Malaysia's United
Malays National Organisation (UMNO) political party,
Khairy Jamaluddin, has said that forming a new party is
also an option for his political comeback. [Free
Malaysia Today]

Khairy, who served as health minister in the Barisan
Nasional administration under former Prime Minister
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Ismail, was sacked in the aftermath of the country’'s
2022 national elections for breaching party discipline.
At the time, Khairy and several UMNO leaders had
called for party leader and deputy prime

minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi to resign.

Since his removal from UMNO, Khairy's future remains
a mystery to political observers. Even though he
received an offer to join the opposition Malaysian
United Indigenous Party (BERSATU) of former Prime
Minister Muhyiddin Yassin as a Supreme Council
member, Khairy said he still needed time to decide.

Malaysia: Funds to littoral combat ship program
added

(Im) Malaysia's government is allocating additional
funds to the country’s troubled Littoral Combat Ship
Program, having signed its sixth supplementary
contract with shipbuilder Boustead Naval Shipyard on
May 26, despite reductions in capabilities and
scheduling delays. [DefenseNews]

This latest contract will see Malaysia pay an additional
USD 430 million for the ships, which are based on the
Gowind-class frigate by France's Naval Group. Malaysia
will also reduce the number of ships it will receive
under the revised contract from six to five and accept
an additional delay to the ships' deliveries.

The lead ship, KD Maharaja Lela, launched in August
2017, but the program was soon plagued by
construction delays and cost overruns. A parliamentary
public accounts committee launched an investigation
into the program, ultimately revealing that work on the
ships had completely halted by August 2022. It also
alleged that USD 300 million had been
misappropriated from the program, which led to fraud
charges leveled against Boustead Heavy Industries’
former managing director.

Myanmar: Junta peace committee meets with
tripartite military alliance

(wn) The military's National Solidarity and Peace-
making Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) recently held
talks with an ethnic armed alliance group in Shan State
to persuade them to support the upcoming elections.
The alliance is made up of the Arakan Army, Ta'ang
National Liberation Army, and Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army.
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None of the three is currently actively fighting the
regime. However, they have been providing resistance
forces battling junta troops with military training and
supplies and have not agreed an official ceasefire with
the Myanmar military.

During the meeting, the delegation of the military
government reaffirmed its claim that not a coup was
staged, but only state responsibilities were taken over
in line with law, adding that the regime would stick to
the military-drafted 2008 Constitution and the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement in discussing self-
determination for ethnicities.

Representatives of the alliance, known as the
Brotherhood Alliance, stated that they only came to
listen to the military's viewpoint and that no report
would be submitted to their respective central
executive committees, adding their demand of the
release of its members being detained by the junta
and the end of travel restrictions in Rakhine to allow
the delivery of aid to victims of Cyclone Mocha.

The meeting ended on June 3 without any outcome.
[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: National League for Democracy
minister released from prison

(ha) The deputy minister of finance in the civil
government of Myanmar, U Set Aung was released
from prison on June 2.

He was ousted and arrested shortly after the 2021
coup and was sentenced to three years in prison in
September last year for leaking state secrets along
with former leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Australian-
born economic advisor Sean Turnell, former planning
and finance minister U Soe Win and U kyaw win. His
sentence included time served and was reduced
slightly.

According to a survey by the Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners, an independent non-profit
organization founded by Burmese former political
prisoners living in exile. more than 18,500 people
including politicians and democracy activists, were
arrested and over 6,000 sentenced after the coup.
[Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Two prominent military government
supporters shot in Yangon
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(ha) On May 26, Tint Lwin, a supporter of the military
and the leader of the nationalist movement marches,
was shot dead by an unknown shooter in a tea shop in
Yangon.

Tint Lwin was head of the Myanmar National
Organisation, a pro-military group. He cooperated with
a Buddhist nationalist group and actively participated
in parades to support the military and to demonstrate
against leader Aung San Suu Kyi during the
administration of her National League for Democracy.

Meanwhile, Lee Lee Naing Kyaw, a singer and
supportive of the military council, was shot on May 30
by an unknown gunman while driving near her home
and was seriously injured. A group of urban guerillas
claimed responsibility for the attack citing because she
is responsible for providing news of the revolutionary
forces to the military council. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Military regime launches airstrikes
in Chin State

(dql) Airstrikes near the Chin State capital of Hakha
were launched by Myanmar's military regime on June
3.

The move came after the military suffered heavy
casualties in clashes with resistance forces on the
same day.

The clashes erupted in Thee Mit valley earlier last week
after 150 government troops left Hakha and advanced
on Thantlang, 35 kilometers to the west. The clases
saw reportedly over 50 regime troops killed and
around 20 wounded, 13 Chin resistance fighters have
been killed and nearly a dozen wounded. [Irrawaddy
1]

Meanwhile, government troops are said to have
beheaded a teenager, shot dead a man, and arrested
15 civilians as they were raiding 10 villages in Sagaing
Region’s Wetlet township over the past weekend.
[Irrawaddy 2]

Philippines: Court to issue resolution on bail
‘very, very soon’, lawyer of Duterte critic de
Lima says

(Im) The defense team of Leila De Lima, a former
Philippine senator and fierce critic of ex-President
Duterte, will ask the Muntinlupa Regional Trial Court
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(RTC) to disregard a motion for reconsideration (MR)
filed by government prosecutors asking for a second
look on De Lima'’s acquittal on one of two remaining
drug charges filed against her. [OneNews]

Last month, the RTC cleared De Lima of the second of
three criminal charges against her, which stemmed
from allegations made publicly by former President
Duterte that as a justice minister in an earlier
administration, she took payments from drug gangs in
prisons [see AIR No. 20, May/2023, 3]. However, De
Lima was not released from detention since she has
one remaining drug charge - and her petition for bail
in the said pending case has yet to be issued.

Speaking against this backdrop, one of De Lima'’s
lawyers said on June 5 during the hearing of de Lima's
remaining drug charge that the bail resolution will be
released “very, very soon”. The petition, filed in
February this year, is important because if the court
rules in De Lima's favor, she will be temporarily freed
after spending the past six years in detention, five of
which as senator. [Rappler]

Philippines: Maharlika Investment Fund bill
now up for President Marcos Jr.’s signature

(Im) Both chambers of the Philippines Parliament on
June 2 passed the Maharlika Investment Fund (MIF) bill
six months after it was proposed. The bill, which seeks
to create the country's first sovereign wealth fund, is
now up for signing into law by President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., who has repeatedly endorsed the bill and
had certified it as urgent.

The Senate swiftly approved before dawn on May 31 its
version of the MIF bill. Hours later, the House of
Representatives adopted the upper chamber's version
of the measure - in time before Congress adjourned
sine die on June 2. The chair of the technical working
group on the MIF bill explained that the House decided
to adopt the Senate version so the executive branch
can already begin crafting the implementing rules and
regulations. [CNN 1]

Against this backdrop, a member of the leftist political
coalition Makabayan, the Bayan Muna party-list, has
announced that it would challenge the constitutionality
of the MIF bill before the Supreme Court. Two senators
have voiced their support for such a legal challenge,
saying that the absence of an actual test of economic
viability might open the bill to constitutional scrutiny.
[CNN 2] [CNN 3]
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The approved seed fund is USD 8.9 billion, with the
government constituting the biggest contributor to the
MIF. The initial funds will be drawn from the country’'s
central bank, gaming revenue, and two government-
owned banks. Private financial institutions and
corporations will also be allowed to invest. [Gulf News]

Philippines: President Marcos Jr. appoints new
defense, health chiefs

(Im) Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has
appointed two new Cabinet members - Gilberto
Teodoro and Teodoro Herbosa - to head the defense
and health departments, respectively. [BNN
Bloomberg]

Gilberto Teodoro served as defense chief under Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo’s presidency from 2001 to 2010. He
replaces Carlito Galvez, a former military chief who has
held the defense portfolio in an acting capacity since
January. Teodoro Herbosa previously served as the
health department’s undersecretary, and an adviser to
the nation’s task force against COVID-19. [Nikkei Asia]

Singapore: Oppositional alliance formed

(hg) Four opposition parties — Peoples Voice (PV), the
Reform Party (RP), People's Power Party (PPP) and the
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) — have decided to
form a new alliance called People's Alliance ahead of
the next general election, which must be called by
November 2025. The parties that are not represented
in the country’s parliament have stated that their aim
is to address issues such as the cost of living,
unaffordable property prices, and job insecurity.
Previously, also the Progress Singapore Party (PSP)
announced that it would facilitate the formation of an
opposition alliance. Currently, only the PSP and the
Workers’Party (WP) are forming a tiny opposition
against the ever-governing People’s Action Party (PAP).
[The Straits Times]

Thailand: Official election results to be
announced soon, says Election Commission
chairman

(aj) The chairman of Thailand's Election Commission
(EC) on June 3 said that 95 percent of the votes casted
in the country’'s May 14 election, or 475 of the 500


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-al/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-ar/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-ar/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-ay/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-aj/

electoral constituencies, will be officially verified soon,
well before the 60-day deadline.

Two weeks ago, the EC released the official results of
the election, confirming that Thailand's progressive
Move Forward Party (MFP) won 151 seats to emerge as
the single-largest party in the country’s 500-member
lower house, followed by the Pheu Thai Party with 141
seats [see AiR No. 22, May/2023, 5]. However, the EC
has up to 60 days to officially verify the votes collected
from over 95,000 polling stations across Thailand.

If the EC determines that there were enough
irregularities that occurred on election day, including
the miscount of votes, a new election may be held or
the votes at specific polling stations will be recounted.
Over 280 cases of alleged election irregularities have
been filed with the poll agency, involving at least 20
candidates that secured a seat in Parliament's lower
house. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Progressive MFP leader Pita sells
media shares in hope of keeping prime minister
bid

(Im) The leader of Thailand's progressive Move Forward
Party (MFP), Pita Limjaroenrat, has reportedly sold the
shares he held in an inactive broadcaster in hope of
keeping his bid to become the country’s next prime
minister alive. Crucially, however, as the shares were
sold after Pita had applied to contest the May 14
election, he may still be disqualified for violating the
election law. [Bangkok Post 1]

Last month, the Election Commission began its probe
into whether Pita, whose MFP emerged as the single-
largest party from the national polls, was eligible to run
in the election due to his alleged holding of 42,000
shares in the inactive broadcaster iTV and failing to
disclose them among his assets [see AR No. 20,
May/2023, 3]. Pita says that the shares were originally
owned by his father, who died in 2006; as estate
manager he had tried to sell the shares but could not
find a buyer. He had previously said that he had
explained the matter to the Election Commission
before he was sworn in as MP after the 2019 election.

Thailand's constitution bar candidates for public office
from holding shares in a mass media company. If
found guilty of violating the election law, Pita will be
disqualified as an MP, which would complicate the
MFP's efforts to form the next government.
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Speaking against this backdrop, caretaker Deputy
Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam told reporters on
June 1 that the previous election would be nullified,
and a new election would have to be conducted, in the
event that party leader Pita Limjaroenrat is disqualified
from office due to his media shares holding case.
Wissanu explained that if Pita is disqualified as an MP
and as the prime minister, the MFP lawmakers who
were endorsed by him as the party leader could also
face disqualification, which necessitated a new
election. [Bangkok Post 2]

Notably, however, a former secretary-general of the
Election Commission, Jarungvith Phumma, said on
social media on June 3 that Pita’s alleged ineligibility to
contest the recently held election will not impact his
approval of MFP election candidates, which he granted
in his capacity has MFP party leader. Furthermore,
according to Jarungvith, the law governing political
parties does not prohibit the leader of a political party
from owning a media firm or holding shares in this
business. [Bangkok Post 3]

Meanwhile, political activist Ruangkrai Leekitwattana,
who had filed the petition with the Election
Commission, said on June 5 that he would ask the poll
body to confirm whether or not the MFP leader has
actually sold his stake in the company.

Thailand: Self-exiled ex-Premier Thaksin to
return in July, daughter Paetongtarn confirms

(ws/Im) The prime ministerial candidate of Thailand's
Pheu Thai Party (PTP) and daugther of the country’s
self-exiled former Premier Thaksin Shinawatra,
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, has confirmed that her father
looks to return in July. [Bangkok Post] [Thairath, in
Thai]

In the lead-up to Thailand's national elections held last
month, Thaksin had declared via social media that he
would like to come home to spend more time with his
seven grandchildren, despite the potential
consequences that he might have to face a decade or
more in prison. He also expressed that he is too old to
play politics and this new era needs to be driven by the
new generation. [Thai PBS World]

Thaksin served as the prime minister of Thailand from
2001 until 2006 when he was ousted by a military
coup. He fled Thailand to escape a prison term in
several criminal cases, including several convictions on
charges including abuse of power and corruption. The
government of his sister, Yingluck Shinawatra, was also
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toppled in a 2014 coup led by the current prime
minister and candidate in the May 14 election, Prayuth
Chan-ocha.

Thailand: Move Forward Party says house
speaker pick to be announced mid-month

(ws) The secretary-general of Thailand's progressive
Move Forward Party (MFP) has said that the party's
candidate for the House Speaker post is expected to
be chosen by mid-June. Meanwhile, the leader of the
Pheu Thai Party (PTP), Cholnan Srikaew, has informed
that his party planned to reach an agreement with the
MFP first before going forward.

The MFP and PTP emerged as the two largest parties in
Thailand's national election held last month. However,
soon after the two parties, plus another six, signed a
memorandum of understanding to work together on
an array of issues, a dispute emerged over the house
speaker's post [see AR No. 22, May/2023, 5]. The
House speaker is one of the most important roles in
Thai politics, overseeing House meetings and the
agenda. The MFP argues that it needs to take control
of the post in order to fulfil its campaign promises.

Despite the ongoing tussle regarding the house
speakership, both parties stood firm that this
contentious issue would not affect the coalition
formation, reducing the public concerns of the stability
of the coalition parties. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Move Forward, Pheu Thai divide
cabinet portfolios

(aj) Although the position of Speaker of the House is
still up for debate between the two parties that
emerged victorious from Thailand's recently held
national elections - the Move Forward Party (MFP) and
Pheu Thai Party (PTP) - the two parties have divided
the cabinet portfolios for the next government. The
MFP is reported to get the key portfolios of defense,
interior, and finance, while the PTP will be allocated
many of the economic portfolios such as commerce,
transportation, agriculture, tourism, energy, and public
health. [Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Big political parties reject proposal by
senator to form ‘National Government’
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(nk) Thailand's Move Forward (MFP) and Pheut Thai
(PTP) political parties, which emerged as the two
largest parties in the country's recently held election,
have rejected a proposal by a member of Parliament's
upper house that all parties consider forming a
national government in the event the country facing a
new political crisis. [Bangkok Post]

Senator Jadet Inswang, who has previously announced
his opposition to MFP leader Pita Limjaroenrat
becoming Thailand's new prime minister, said that the
issue of appointing a House Speaker remains
unresolved despite positive signs during press
conferences [see AiR No. 22, May/2023, 5]. In light of
this, he suggested the formation of the national
government comprising figures from each party -
except the MFP - to foster unity and avoid polarization,
adding that many senators who would not vote for Pita
due to his party's intention to amend the royal
defamation law. [Prachatai]

Thailand: Democrat Party supports Move
Forward’s efforts to form government, denies
rumors of coalition joining

(nk) The leader of Thailand’'s Democrat Party, Jurin
Laksanawisit, has stated that his party will not interfere
with the progressive Move Forward Party (MFP)'s
efforts to form a government. At the same time,
however, he denied rumors that the Democrat Party
plans to join the coalition but expressed support for
MFP’s opportunity to establish a government without
interference. [The Nation Thailand]

Thailand: TrueVisions blocks overseas news
coverage of election

(nk) TrueVisions, a major satellite and cable TV
provider in Thailand, has blocked broadcasts about the
Thai election from several overseas news agencies,
including BBC, CNN, Al Jazeera, NHK, and ABC
Australia. The latest incident involved the blocking of
the BBC's interview with Move Forward Party (MFP)
leader Pita Limjaroenrat. This has raised concerns
about self-censorship, possibly due to sensitivity
surrounding references to the monarchy, as discussing
the monarchy critically is a serious criminal offense in
Thailand. The Thai Journalists Association's Press
Freedom Section has urged TrueVisions to investigate
the incident and provide clarification to the public.
[Prachatai]
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In the latest interview of Pita with the BBC, he mainly
talked about the MFP's reform agenda includes
progressive policies such as equal marriage, ending
military conscription, and overhauling the education
system. Additionally, the party aims to amend the lese
majesté law, which imposes severe penalties for
insulating the royal family. He also envisions a new
foreign policy for Thailand that involves greater
engagement with the ASEAN community and a focus
on ruled-based world order - a shared agreement
under the international relations and governance.
[BBC]

Thailand: Caretaker Prime Minister Prayut
warns opposition not to amend royal
defamation law

(ws) Thailand's caretaker Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha told reporters on May 31 that soldiers, police
and many citizens would not agree with plans by the
progressive Move Forward Party (MFP) to amend the
country’s royal defamation law. [Voice TV, in Thai] [The
Nation Thailand]

The MFP, which emerged as the single-largest party in
the country's national elections last month, promised
during its election campaign that it would amend the
royal defamation law - Article 112 - so the crime could
no longer be used as a political tool to muffle critics of
the government or the country’s royal institution [see
AIR No. 20, May/2023, 3]. However, the MFP left such
an amendment out of the memorandum of
understanding it signed with seven other parties soon
after the election; instead, the party agreement stated
that the MFP would seek to amend Article 112 on its
own [see AR No. 21, May/2023, 4].

Against this backdrop, MFP leader and prime
ministerial candidate Pita Limjaroenrat told British
broadcaster BBC that Thai people now have “some
maturity and some tolerance to speak up about the
monarchy” and to discuss Article 112. He also said that
with 14 million voters behind them in the general
election, the MFP has a clear mandate to pursue its
agenda, which includes amending the royal
defamation law. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Move Forward’s minimum wage
increase proposal comes under scrutiny

(aj) In anticipation of forming Thailand's next
government, the election winner Move Forward Party
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(MFP) is reaching out to stakeholders on the party’s
minimum wage increase proposal, but has been met
with mixed reactions from the public and private
sectors.

Providing solutions on resolving Thailand's rising cost
of living has been a hot topic on the campaign trail.
One of MFP's responses to this challenge is a campaign
to increase the daily minimum wage from the current
USD 10 to USD 13 and, should the MFP win the
election, vowed to enact this policy within the first 100
days of taking office.

In an effort to facilitate the implementation of this
policy, MFP has been meeting with leaders from the
public and private sectors. The broad consensus
among meetings with these agencies and
organizations, including the Members of the
Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) and Thai Chamber of
Commerce (TCC), is that minimum wage increase
would be helpful for increasing the purchasing power
of low-income earners, but the proposed wage hike is
a high cost to businesses, especially for SMEs. Some
stakeholders stated that the minimum wage may not
be the appropriate solution to solve this predicament
of inflation outpacing minimum wage increases, and
that investment in the vocational skills of workers
should also be considered.

In a separate but related development, the Pheu Thai
Party (PTP) decided to do away with its USD 290 digital
wallet scheme, which received much attention by
political rivals and even the Election Commission’s
purview, placing greater emphasis on coalition leader
MFP’s policy to raise the minimum wage [see AiR No.
17, April/2023, 4 and AR No. 22, May/2023, 5].
According to PTP, MFP's welfare programs make PTP's
digital wallet plan unfeasible. The proposed plan
involved doling USD 290 to Thais 16 years of age and
older to spend the money within a 6-month period at
local businesses. [Bangkok Post] [Bangkok Biz News, in
Thai] [National News Bureau of Thailand 1] [National
News Bureau of Thailand 2] [Thai PBS World 1] [Thai
PBS World 2]

Thailand: Move Forward Party to prioritize
marriage equality as Bangkok bids to host
WorldPride 2028

(ws) Move Forward Party (MFP)'s leader, Pita
Limjaroenrat, joined a pride parade in Bangkok,
pledging to push forward a law that allows same-sex
marriage and gender identity rights once his party
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forms a government. Meanwhile, Bangkok launched a
bid for hosting WorldPride 2028 [SCMP]

Over 50000 people, including LGBTQ+ people, their
allies and political figures attended the parade in the
central Bangkok on June 4, marking the Pride

month. Several political figures, include party leaders
of the two largest parties, MFP and Pheu Thai party as
well as Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt. [Thai
PBS World]

Pita Limjaroenrat, the front runner to be Thailand's
next prime minister, promised to pass Marriage
Equality Act and Gender Identity Act during his
impending administration, to ensure everyone's rights
regardless their gender.

The draft law aimed at promoting equal rights for all
genders, along with its associated legislations, was
introduced in the parliament during the previous
government. However, despite being actively pursued,
unfortunately it has not yet been approved. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Passport of Chinese journalist who
used police connections to get bribes seized

(ws) Thailand has confiscated the passport of a
Chinese journalist alleged to use police connection to
get bribe. The woman was arrested after being
accused of misusing her working relationship with
high-ranking police chief to demand THB 33 million
from a Chinese suspect for having charges dropped in
return. Later, she denied the allegations, and was
temporarily released on bail. [Bangkok Post]

Public concern in Thailand has grown regarding the
involvement of Chinese nationals in crimes and illegal
activities, following a series of disclosures made by
Chuwit Kamolvisit, a former politician and
whistleblower. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Central bank issues sixth consecutive
interest rate hike

(aj) The Bank of Thailand (BoT) hiked up interest rates
by a quarter percentage point from 1.75 percent to 2
percent. This is the sixth consecutive interest rate hike
by Thailand's central bank since August 2022, for a
cumulative increase of 1.5 percent in an effort to
control inflation. Although global inflation is slowing
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down, domestic inflation still remains at a high due to
increased demand stifled by higher supply costs.

Despite hikes in the interest rate, Secretary Piti
Disyatat from the house Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) states that Thailand's economy is still expanding
and is expected to reach a 3.6 percent growth rate this
year, especially as the tourism sector recovers and
private consumption continues to increase. Inflation is
also expected to cool down, accounting for easing
energy prices, to 2.5 percent in 2024 and 2.4 percent
the following year, according to Secretary Piti. [Asia
News Network] [Pattaya Mail]

Thailand: National Defense Council announced
its own plan to reform the army forces

(ws) A meeting of Thailand's National Defense Council
on May 31, chaired by caretaker prime minister and
defense minister Prayut Chan-ocha, led to a resolution
to streamline, downsize, and modernize the country’s
security forces. Despite the ongoing urge for military
reform from the progressive Move Forward Party
(MFP), the defense ministry rejected the
connectedness of the MFP’s reform push, saying that
the plan was initiated earlier in 2008. [Bangkok Post]

Several significant reforms in the restructuring plan
include halving the number of generals by 2027, and
reducing military personnels in some divisions.
However, conscription remains the practice of military
recruitment with the possibility to be replaced with
voluntary enlistment in the future. [PPTVHD36, in Thai]

The MFP leader welcomed the reform led by the
defense council, stating that it corresponds to his
party's policies. However, he expressed concerns on
the implementation as the follow-up plans after each
resolution have never been publicized. [Thai Post, in
Thai]

Thailand: Authorities arrest over 100 illegal
migrants from Myanmar

(aj) Thai authorities shut down a weapons production
facility operated in Mae Sot, a town in Thailand's
western Tak province, that supplied weapons to rebel
groups fighting in Myanmar's civil war, arresting over
100 illegal migrants in the process.

After arresting the six workers involved in the illegal
weapon manufacturing, Thai security forces tried to
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search for other workers involved in production, but
found and rounded up over 100 undocumented
Myanmar workers working in unregistered garment
factories.

Myanmar has been entangled in a civil war between its
military and rebel forces across the country since 2021.
Mae Sot is a key Myanmar-Thailand entry point, and
has been previously used by refugees trying to escape
from the civil war [see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2 and AiR
No. 16, April/2023, 3]. [Radio Free Asia]

Timor-Leste: UNICEF urges new government to
address child poverty, mortality, malnutrition,
and learning challenges

(nk) The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has
called on the new government of Timor-Leste to focus
on four urgent issues affecting children in the country.
These issues include child poverty, child mortality,
child malnutrition, and child learning.

According to UNICEF representative Bilal Durrani,
recent research indicates that 48 percent of children in
Timor-Leste live below the poverty line. The study also
highlights that there are many children are under-five
mortality rate, a Millennium Development Goal (MDG)
indicator, who died before the age of five. Additionally,
47 percent of children in Timor-Leste experience
stunting due to malnutrition, and only 21% of children
at the end of grade two demonstrate basic literacy
skills. UNICEF emphasizes the importance of allocating
sufficient budget and resources to address these
problems and prioritize the well-being and
development of children in the country. [TATOLI]

Vietnam: Activist sentenced to eight years in
prison for alleged anti-state propaganda

(hg) Vietnam's Dak Lak province court has sentenced
Dang Dang Phuoc, a music lecturer, to eight years in
prison and four years of probation for allegedly
engaging in "anti-state propaganda,". The 60-year-old
teacher at Dak Lak Pedagogical College often used
Facebook to discuss educational matters, human rights
violations, corruption, and social injustice. He was
arrested on September 8 last year and charged with
activities that oppose the state, which carries a
maximum prison term of 12 years.

Over the past decade, Phuoc had been an advocate
against corruption calling for improved civil and
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political rights protections. He has signed pro-
democracy petitions and called for constitutional
changes to reduce the Communist Party's monopoly
on power in Vietnam.

In the lead-up to the trial, his wife was closely
monitored by the police and warned that discussing
the case on social media could cost her job. Phuoc
plans to appeal the verdict. [Radio Free Asia]

Vietnam: Permanent member of Party
Secretariat's directives

(km) The Party Central Committee's Secretariat, has
issued a directive regarding the organization of the
10th National Congress of the Vietnam Fatherland
Front (VFF), an umbrella group of mass movements
aligned with the Communist Party, in the 2024-2029
tenure, as well as the congresses of the VFF's
chambers at all levels.

The directive emphasizes the significant political
nature of these upcoming congresses for the VFF and
the entire population. It acknowledges the VFF's
important role in safeguarding people's rights and
interests, promoting patriotic movements, engaging in
social supervision and criticism, combating corruption,
and strengthening the Party and political system.

The Party Secretariat has called upon Party
committees and organizations at all levels to focus on
the preparations and organization of these events,
with support from relevant government authorities.
The Party Central Committee's Commission for Mass
Mobilization, in collaboration with the VFF's Party
Delegation and other relevant bodies, will assist in
monitoring the implementation of the directive.
[viethamnews.vn]

Vietnam: National Assembly discussion on
cybersecurity in e-transaction law

(km) The National Assembly (NA) emphasized the
importance of Cybersecurity in discussions regarding
amendments to the e-transaction law. Inter alia, the
amendment will clarify the definitions of “digital
signature” and “e-signature”. However, there is still a
need to further specify the responsibilities of service
providers and intermediaries in controlling and
removing illegal content on digital platforms to prevent
cybercrimes, in addition to the supervision of relevant
state agencies. [viethamnews.vn]
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Vietnam: National Assembly discusses revised
Protection of Consumer Rights law

(km) The National Assembly’'s Committee of Science,
Technology, and Environment introduced two new
concepts during discussion on the draft Revised Law
on protection of Consumer Rights, namely the
“organizational consumer” and “sustainable
consumption”. The draft expanded the law’s Article 10
to cover public service providers and defines their
responsibilities (Article 36). According to the draft,
consumers are required to provide accurate
information to authorities upon request and will be
held accountable for disclosing inadequate or
inaccurate information. The draft also addressed
consumer-producer relationships in the cyber
environment and empowered social organization like
Vietnam Consumer Protection Associations (VCPAs) to
take legal action on behalf of consumers.

The draft also contains a simplified procedure to settle
legal disputes involving transaction of VND 100 million
or above.

In the discussion, law makers proposed revisions to
address situations where consumers violate each
other's right and suggested the inclusion of “the State
bodies that provide public service” as a new notion.
Additionally, amendments were proposed to ensure
producers’ accountability for false advertising and
facilitate smooth warranty claims for consumers. To
support VCPAs in safeguarding consumer rights, a
mechanism was suggested to partially cover their
operating costs through the State budget.
[viethamnews.vn]

Vietnam: National Assembly discussion on
cybersecurity in e-transaction law

(km) The Minister of Public Security has submitted a
bill to the National Assembly, proposing amendments
to the Law on Entry, Exit, Transit, and Residence of
Foreigners in Vietnam and the Law on Entry and Exit of
Vietnamese Citizens.

The current laws are deemed inadequate to meet the
demands of the party and States' policies in making
tourism a key economic sector. The minister
emphasized the need to simplify procedures, promote
electronic administrative processes, and facilitate entry
and exit for both Vietnamese citizens and foreigners.
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The proposed changes include extending e-visa validity
to 90days, expanding the list of eligible countries for e-
visas, and increasing the temporary residence period
to 45 days for visa-exempted citizens. The draft law
also addresses the responsibilities of accommodation
providers and foreigners in ensuring national security
and social order.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs supports the
amendments, highlighting their alignment with global
trends and the need for flexibility in expanding
international relations. The minister also advocated for
waiving the requirement for a guarantor for foreign
visitors entering Vietnam for tourism or Market
research purpose. [viethamnews.vn]

Vietnam: Diplomatic tussle over recent
detainment of environmental activist

(hg/km) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs addressed
concerns regarding the recent detainment of
environmental activist Hoang Thi Minh Hong and her
associates on charges of tax evasion.

In response to allegations that such charges are used
to suppress civil society activities, a ministry
spokesperson reaffirmed the Vietnamese
government's commitment to environmental
protection, climate change response and sustainable
growth. [viethamnews.vn]

Hoang Thi Minh Hong is a prominent environmental
activist and founder of the NGO “CHANGE". She was
detained on May 31 in Hanoi along with her husband
and former staff members who have been released in
the meanwhile. [The Guardian]

According to the UN, Hoang is the fifth high-profile
climate activist who has been charged with tax evasion
in the past two years in Vietham. [NPR]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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Foreign ministers of BRICS countries meet in
South Africa

(ms) The foreign ministers of the BRICS countries,
Brazil, Russia, India, China and the host country South
Africa, met in Cape Town on June 1 to discuss a wide
range of topics including the aspired multipolar world
order, possible enlargement of the group by further
countries, but also the arrest warrant of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) against Russia's
President Vladimir Putin and its significance for his
potential participation in the planned meeting of the
heads of state in August.

The group, which used to focus on economic relations,
has intensified its cooperation with each other in
recent years and broadened its focus to also address
the general "unipolar" world order, which is still
Western-centered, and is trying to position itself as an
alternative under the term of a "multipolar world".

Regarding these goals, the meeting is said to have
been about expanding and starting to use their own
currency in trade with each other, with the aim of no
longer relying on the US dollar as the only truly global
currency in the long term. Against this background, the
BRICS countries founded the New Development Bank
back in 2015, but the financing of the new institution
came to a standstill due to Russia's war of aggression
against Ukraine and the subsequent economic
sanctions by the West.

In addition to the strengthening of the respective
currencies, the host South Africa raised the issue of
Africa's lack of representation in the UN Security
Council, a recurring theme where China in particular
has in the past pledged support either in the form of a
seat for the African Union or an individual African
country,

Another important issue was the potential expansion
of the BRICS countries to include new members. China,
in particular, spoke out strongly in favor of such an



expansion, stressing that BRICS is "inclusive [...] in
sharp contrast to some countries' small circle,”
insisting that “the enlargement of BRICS will be
beneficial to the BRICS countries." A large number of
countries are interested in joining the group, with the
most likely candidates currently being Iran and/or
Saudi Arabia, both of which participated in the
meetings in the person of their foreign ministers, but
countries such as Venezuela, Argentina, Algeria, the
United Arab Emirates and Kazakhstan have also
expressed interest.

Russia's war of aggression on Ukraine, although not
sought by the member countries, was a topic that
received a lot of attention, especially through
questions from the press present, at the core of which
was the issue of whether Putin would be able to attend
the planned BRICS Summit in South Africa scheduled
for August. South Africa, as a member of the
International Criminal Court (ICC), is in itself obliged to
arrest and extradite the Russian head of state
following the arrest warrant issued by the ICC against
Putin on charges of war crimes.

South Africa's Foreign Minister Naledi Pandor said the
South African government would review the "legal
options" but has so far kept to Putin's official invitation.
Russia, on the other hand, has assured its participation
in the summit, but has not yet made clear whether
Putin will attend in person. [BBC] [Deutsche Welle]
[Global Times] [Reuters] [Russian Foreign Ministry]

United States, Japan, Australia, Philippines hold
first-ever defense minister talks, vow to boost
cooperation

(Im) The defense ministers of Japan, the United States,
Australia and the Philippines agreed on June 3 to
deepen security cooperation in an effort to promote a
free and open Indo-Pacific in the face of China’s
growing maritime assertiveness in the region. Among
the plans being considered are joint maritime patrols
by vessels of the four countries in the South China Sea,
with the apparent aims of monitoring the movements
of the Chinese military and acting as a deterrent.
[Nikkei Asia]

The meeting, which took place on the sidelines of the
annual Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, was the first-
ever defense ministerial talks involving all four
countries. Earlier on June 3, Japanese Defense Minister
Yasukazu Hamada, U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
and Australian Defence Minister Richard Marles held a
separate meeting where they pledged to increase the
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number of joint exercises conducted by their forces
and expand their activities. [Japan Today]

In separate developments, the coastguards of the US,
Japan and the Philippines launched trilateral maritime
exercises in the South China Sea on June 1, the first
such maneuvers between the three countries. The
exercise in waters off the Bataan province of the
Philippines will last until June 7; Australia joins as an
observer. [Al Jazeera]

South Korea hosts Proliferation Security
Initiative forum

(dql) South Korea last week hosted the Proliferation
Security Initiative (PSI), a high-level forum that
gathered some 200 delegates more than 70 countries
and concluded with a joint statement in which the
participating countries agreed to further commit to
improving PSI capacity-building activities and training,
as well as addressing the challenges posed by the
emerging technologies and proliferation practices
amid the "changing security environment

Proliferation finance involving cryptocurrency,
intangible technology transfers and the increasing
sophistication of proliferators' tactics to circumvent
international law, were identified as new areas of
concern, while PSI members also noted that emerging
technologies, such as 3D printing, artificial intelligence
and quantum computing, can create additional
nonproliferation and counter-proliferation challenges.

Increased cooperation in countering evolving threats
posed by the development of nuclear and ballistic
missile programs, was stressed, along with the need
for an action plan to implement the joint statement.
[Yonhap News Agency 1]

In the same week, South Korea also concluded the
Eastern Endeavor 23 exercise that included
multinational maritime interdiction exercises off South
Korea's southern waters as well as an academic
session and table-top exercise. [Yonhap news Agency
2]

Mongolia, South Korea, United States hold first-
ever trilateral meeting

(dgl) Mongolia held its first-ever trilateral meeting with
South Korea and the US in Ulaanbaatar when
delegations of the three countries led by the head of


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-gj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-gt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-gi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-gd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-gd/

the Mongolian Policy and Planning Department of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the director of the South
Korea Department of Northeast Asia of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs; and the Assistant Secretary of the US
Department of State met in Ulaanbaatar on May 30.

The three parties discussed a wide range of regional
and international security issues of mutual interest
and reached agreement on cooperation in various
areas, including transport and logistics networks,
energy, mineral resources, food security, climate
change, and development cooperation. [Montsame]

Chinese Ukraine envoy concludes Europe trip

(ms) China's Special Envoy for Eurasian Affairs Li Hui
completed last week his 12-day trip to Europe with a
conclusion in which he urged countries to stop
supplying arms to Ukraine, while assuring that China
"is willing to do anything" to achieve peace in Ukraine.

During his trip, Li met with representatives from
Russia, Ukraine, Poland, Germany, France, and the EU
[see AR No. 22, May/2023, 5]. The aim of the trip,
according to the Chinese government, was to act as a
kind of intermediary and to lobby for a peaceful end to
Russia's war of aggression on Ukraine.

In his briefing at the end of the trip on 2 June, Li
presented his trip as a great success and stressed that
all the representatives visited welcomed China's
engagement, but he left behind criticism from
Germany, which in principle considers China's
engagement important but at the same time calls for
China to take a stronger stand against Russia and to
use its influence more strongly, especially
economically. So far, Beijing has not complied with this
demand; on the contrary, it has even increased the
volume of fossil fuels it imports from Russia in the face
of Western sanctions.

As expected, Li was not able to present concrete
results after his trip. According to him, both Russia and
Ukraine are ready for peace negotiations, but he was
incapable of providing any substantiation for the
statements on possible conditions or progress in
possible meetings. Li, on the other hand, stressed "that
if we really want to put an end to war, to save lives and
realize peace, it is important for us to stop sending
weapons to the battlefield, or else the tensions will
only spiral up", a demand that will not materialize, at
least in the near future, in view of the arms shipments
still in the works by the US and Europe and, for
example, the recently announced new arms package
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worth almost USD 3 billion by Germany. [Al Jazeera]
[Associated Press] [CGTN] [Chinese Foreign Ministry]
[Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China-Hungary, Serbia: Tracklaying of
Hungarian section of Budapest-Belgrade
Railway begins

(nyb) The tracklaying of the Budapest-Belgrade Railway
in the Hungarian section kicked off on May 30.

Financed by the Export-Import Bank of China, one of
two institutional banks in China charged with the
implementation of the state policies in industry,
foreign trade, economy, and foreign aid, the 350 km-
long Budapest-Belgrade Railway is among the flagship
projects of China’s Belt and Road Initiative in Europe.

A USD 2.89 billion high-speed rail line project, the
Budapest-Belgrade railway is also the first stage of the
planned Budapest-Belgrade-Skopje-Athens railway
international connection in Central and Southeast
Europe, that connects the China-run Piraeus portin
Greece with the heart of Europe.

Completion of the project is expected for summer
2025, with travel time between the two cities reduced
from eight hours to around 3.5 hours once the railway
is operational. [Xinhua]

Meanwhile, the construction of the 523 km-long China-
Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railroad is said to begin this
year. It will connect Kashgar in China's western Xinjiang
province with Andijan in Uzbekistan after passing
through Karasu in Kyrgyzstan.

The head of the marketing and logistics department of
Uzbekistan Railways made this statement as China has
surpassed Russia to become the central Asian
country’s largest trading partner in the first quarter of
this year, with bilateral trade two rising 7.3 percent to
more than USD 2.3 billion, accounting for nearly 16
percent of Uzbekistan's total foreign trade. [Yi Cai]

First-ever resolution of International Maritime
Organization condemning Nort Korea's missile
launches

(dql) For the first time ever, the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) - a United Nations specialized
agency which is responsible for regulating shipping
and has currently has 175 member states and three
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associate members - has adopted a resolution that
expresses strong condemnation North Korea's missile
tests.

Adopted at the ongoing 107th session of the IMO's
Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) in London, the
resolution denounced the launches calling them a
serious threat to the safety of international navigation
and demanded that Pyongyang comply with due
regulations, including issuing advance notification of
any missile tests.

The resolution came on the heels of North Korea's
failed attempt to launch its first military spy satellite on
May 31 [see article in this edition].

In 1998, 2006 and 2016, the MSC adopted circulars to
voice serious concerns over Pyongyang's continued
missile launches without prior notification. [Yonhap
News Agency]

Japan, South Korea, US to share North Korean
missile warning data

(dql) At a trilateral meeting on the sidelines of the
Shangri-La security summit in Singapore on June 3, the
Japanese, South Korean and US Defense Ministers
Yasukazu Hamada, Lee Jong-Sup, and Lloyd Austin
agreed to “activate a data sharing mechanism to
exchange real-time missile warning data before the
end of the year,” in a bid to boost their countries’
ability to detect and assess missiles launched by North
Korea.

The existing 2014 “Trilateral Information Sharing
Arrangement Concerning the Nuclear and Missile
Threats Posed by North Korea” provides the necessary
legal framework for the establishment of the real-time
information-sharing system.

The ministers also reaffirmed their commitment to
holding regular joint defensive exercises, including
anti-submarine exercises and missile defense
exercises, to strengthen trilateral responses to
Pyongyang's nuclear and missile threats and
deterrence against those threats.

Further, the US reassured that the two allies will be
“backed by the full range of U.S. capabilities, including
nuclear.”

The meeting came on the heels of North Korea’s failed
attempt to launch its first military spy satellite on May
31 [see article in this edition] condemned by the three
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ministers as “a serious violation” of relevant
resolutions of the United Nations Security Council.
[Department of Defense, USA 1] [The Korea Herald]

In separate meetings on June 1 in Tokyo between
Austin and Hamada and Japanese Foreign Minister
Yoshimasa Hayashi, respectively, the two sides
discussed ways to expand trilateral security
cooperation with South Korea, while reaffirming the
importance of increasing bilateral exercises and
training as well as cooperation on advanced
technologies, including hypersonic defense and
autonomous systems. [Department of Defense, USA 2]
[Yonhap News Agency]

German Defence Minister Pistorius visits India,
Indonesia

(ys/Im) German Defence Minister Boris Pistorius is
currently on a three-nation tour in Asia. Pistorius
began his trip in Singapore where he participated in
the Shangri-La Dialogue, a regional security forum [see
entry in this edition]. He then headed to Indonesia and
India, at a time when Germany and the European
Union are showing a greater interest in the
geostrategic situation in the Indo Pacific region.
[Bundesministerium der Verteidiung, in German]
[Deutsche Welle]

Indonesia

Upon his arrival in Indonesia, Pistorius first visited the
Kalibata Heroes Cemetery and paid tribute to the late
Bacharuddin Jusuf Habibie, Indonesia’s third president
who studied and worked in Germany. After that, the
minister gave a lecture at Indonesia’s National
Resilience Institute on the Indo-Pacific importance for
Germany.

Furthermore, Pistorius met with his Indonesian
counterpart to discuss the possibility of conducting a
multilateral joint military exercise next year when
Germany sends frigates to the region. Upon the
successful Indonesian acquisition of two
minesweepers from Germany, the possibility of
acquiring submarines was also discussed. [Indonesian
Ministry of Defense, in Bahasa Indonesia] [Twitter
German'’s Federal Minister of Defence, in German]

India

In India, talks with Pistorius’ counterpart Rajnath Singh
are expected to center on a government-to-
government deal that would see Berlin supply
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conventional submarines to the Indian Navy. Besides
South Korea, Germany is the only qualified contender
to submit bids for the Indian Navy's P-75I acquisition
project. Under this project, the Indian Navy intends to
acquire six conventional, diesel-electric attack
submarines. [The Straits Times]

Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL), one of the
two local shipyards shortlisted for the production of
the submarines, is currently manufacturing the
Scorpéene-class attack submarines - P-75 - under
technology transfer from France, with the sixth and
last of the boats scheduled to be delivered to the
Indian Navy in early 2024.

During his visit, Pistorius is also to meet a few defense
start-ups during an event organized by Innovations for
Defence Excellence (iDEX) in New Delhi.

Israeli foreign minister makes historic visit to
Philippines, South Korea

(Im) Israel's Foreign Minister Eli Cohen traveled to the
Philippines on June 4 for talks with President Ferdinant
Marcos Jr. and his Filipino counterparty Enrique A.
Manalo, among other senior government officials.
Cohen's visit to Manila marks the first such visit by an
Israeli foreign minister in 56 years. Cohen will travel to
South Korea later this week where he is expected to
meet Foreign Minister Park Jin. [The Jerusalem Post 1

On June 5, Israel and the Philippines signed a
memorandum of understanding to collaborate on
environmental protection, specifically focusing on
preserving ecosystems, disaster risk management, and
promoting and disseminating environmental
technologies. The same day, the Israeli embassy in
Manila officially opened floors for its economic and
defense offices. [The Jerusalem Post 2] [European
Jewish Press]

The Israeli top diplomat is accompanied by business
delegations, including members of the Israel Export
Institute, an Israeli governmental agency under the
Ministry of Trade and Labor which works to pave the
way for trade opportunities and joint ventures abroad.
Furthermore, Israel Aerospace Industries will
participate in the MADEX International Maritime
Defense Industry Exhibition in Busan, South Korea,
from June 7 to 9.
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Sri Lanka welcomes CTBTO Executive Secretary
on the official visit

(ns) The Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO) visited
Sri Lanka from May 31 to June 4. The official met with
the Sri Lankan President, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Minister of Environment, and authorities of the
Defence Ministry and the Geological Survey of Mines
Bureau. Sri Lanka signed Comprehensive Nuclear Test-
Ban Treaty with CTBTO in 1996 and has its
International Monitoring System in the Kandy District
since 2000. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs — Sri Lankal]

Pakistan’s state minister for foreign affairs
visits Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Belgium

(mha) Pakistan's Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
Hina Rabbani Khar is on official visits to Norway,
Sweden, Denmark and Belgium until June 13. She will
hold meetings at the ministerial level to discuss
political engagement and cooperation in development,
trade and climate change. She will also meet
lawmakers and local entrepreneurs. In Belgium, she
will hold meetings with Members of the European
Parliament and senior officials of the European
Commission. [Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Global intelligence chiefs’ meeting amid
Shangri-La Dialogue

(hg) In a discreet gathering on the sidelines of the
Shangri-La Dialogue security summit in Singapore,
senior officials from approximately two dozen
intelligence agencies convened for a secret meeting,
according to Reuters. These meetings, organized by
the Singapore government, have been held in parallel
with the security summit for several years, but have
not been previously reported.

The U.S. was represented by Director of National
Intelligence Avril Haines, while China was also present
as well as Samant Goel, the head of India's overseas
intelligence gathering agency, the Research and
Analysis Wing.

The meeting serves an unspoken code among
intelligence services that they can talk when formal
and open diplomacy is difficult according to a Reuters
‘source. Reportedly, the tone of the meeting that
addressed, inter alia, topics such as Russia's war in
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Ukraine and transnational crime was collaborative and
cooperative, rather than confrontational. [Reuters]

“Inclusive” multilateral naval exercise
“Komodo"” amid rising Asia-Pacific tensions

(ys) Indonesia has launched its 2023 multilateral naval
exercise “"Komodo” with participation of dozens of
navies including those of the United States, the UK,
Australia, France, Japan, South Korea, Brazil, Pakistan,
China, Russia, Malaysia, Vietnam and others.

The biennial Komodo drills run from June 4 to 8 in
Makassar and also consist of an international
symposium, bilateral meetings and a maritime
exhibition. The drills are the fourth of its kind since
their inception in 2014 and the first after the
pandemic. Coming now amid rising tensions between
China and the United States and its allies and partners,
they are remarkably inclusive concerning the
participating navies and focus primarily on
humanitarian response and disaster mitigation as well
as on fostering cooperation in securing the Indonesian
sea areas that border 10 countries. [CNN] [SCMP]
[Radio Free Asia]

Cambodian defense minister meets Ukrainian,
Singaporean counterparts in Singapore

(ns) On June 3, the Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister
and the Minister of National Defense attended the
20th Shangri-La Dialogue (SLD) in Singapore. On the
sidelines of the summit, Deputy Prime Minister met
with the Minister of Defence of Singapore and the
Ukrainian Defense Minister to enhance bilateral
cooperation between the states.

Cambodia reassured Ukraine of its commitment to
assist it with humanitarian missions, including
demining. The counterparts also agreed to increase
expertise exchange in defense § security. Cambodian
and Singaporean Defense Ministers discussed
geopolitical developments of mutual interest and
regional cooperation via the ASEAN Defence Ministers'
Meeting (ADMM). [BNN], [MINDEF Singapore]

Cambodia: ASEAN SOM Leader § the
Ambassador of Netherlands discuss potential
ASEAN-Netherlands partnership
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(ns) On June 1, the Cambodian ASEAN SOM Leader and
the State Secretary of the Foreign Affairs Ministry met
the Ambassador of the Netherlands to Cambodia. The
counterparts discussed the request of the European
state to establish the Development Partnership with
the ASEAN following the launching of the Treaty of
Amity Cooperation in 2022. [Cambodian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs § International Cooperation]

Cambodian Chamber of Commerce opens
liaison office in Australia

(ns) The Cambodian Chamber of Commerce (CCC) Vice
President has announced that the department has
launched its inaugural liaison office in Melbourne,
Australia. This initiative aims to facilitate a direct line to
potential trade § investment partnerships between
Cambodia and Australia under the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP).

Since CCC already has liaison offices in Japan and
Canada, the new branch should boost Cambodia’s
presence abroad and connect the existing commerce
centers. Australia seeks to import food products such
as peppers, avocados, and palm sugar from Cambodia.
The CCC and the Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT) have agreed to provide more
data for potential investors to attract more businesses
in Cambodia before launching the new office in
Australia. [Cambodia Investment Review]

Cambodia Footwear Association attends SCIA
briefing in Singapore

(ns) On May 30, the Cambodian Footwear Association
delegation participated in the online session with the
Singapore (Cambodia) International Academy (SCIA) to
promote the dialogue on strengthening the
implementation of legal procedures. Cambodian
delegation with the Fire and Rescue Police Department
Deputy Director of the Interior Ministry and the State
Secretary of the Ministry of Land Management, Urban
Planning § Construction, convened in the GC Life
Insurance Hall in Phnom Penh. The counterparts
discussed the updated standards of the construction
regulations, including the construction permit issuance
and the fire extinguishing & prevention measures in
factories. [Khmer Times]
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Cambodia donates USD 300 000 aid to
Myanmar

(ns) On June 2, the Cambodian Foreign Ministry
announced that the Royal Government of Cambodia
provided a USD 300 000 humanitarian aid package to
address the impacts of extensive damages to
properties and infrastructure in the Rakhine State of
Myanmar from Cyclone Mocha. On the same day, the
Foreign Ministry State Secretary expressed his deepest
condolences to the Myanmar Ambassador during the
Handover Ceremony held at the Ministry. [Cambodian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs § International Cooperation]

Malaysia expels exiled prominent Cambodian
opposition figure Sam Rainsy

(ns/Im) Malaysia on May 31 expelled a group of exiled
Cambodian opposition politicians, including the co-
founder of the banned Cambodian National Rescue
Party (CNRP), Sam Rainsy, who had travelled to Kuala
Lumpur for a meeting. Nonetheless, a CNRP activist
residing in Malaysia said that Sam Rainsy was back on
the way to France from Indonesia and Australia.
[Cambodianess] [Radio Free Asia] [The Diplomat]

Last week's expulsion comes amid a widening
crackdown within Cambodia as the Southeast Asian
nation moves toward national elections on July 23.
Earlier this month, the Constitutional Council refused
to overturn a ban on the registration of the Candlelight
Party (CLP), the latest iteration of the CNRP, in a
decision that cannot be appealed [see AiR No. 22,
May/2023, 5]. Furthermore, the party's leadership has
faced the full spectrum of repression, from politically
motivated legal cases and physical attacks to intense
pressure to defect to the ruling party.

Cambodia receives assurance of ties
maintenance from Russia despite Kyiv support

(ns) On June 4, Russian Ambassador to Cambodia
proposed to hold joint Cambodia-Russia military drills.
The proposal came concurrently with the meeting of
the Cambodian National Defense and Deputy Prime
Minister with the Ukrainian Defense Minister in
Singapore. Royal Cambodia Army and National
Defense Ministry spokesmen abstain from
commenting on the proposal citing a lack of authority
in decision-making. The Foreign Ministry spokesperson
says that bilateral relations improve between
Cambodia and Russia. [khmer440.com], [Ukrinform]
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On May 31, the Ambassador of Russia reassured the
Cambodian counterparts that their relationship with
Russia remains the same, despite the cooperation of
the Cambodian government with Ukraine and its
support of the Ukrainian interest in becoming the
ASEAN Sectoral Dialogue Partner. In May, the Embassy
of Russia in Phnom Penh held a “67 Years of Russia-
Cambodia Relations, Situation around Ukraine §
Topical Issues of Russian Foreign Policy” conference to
increase state-to-state interaction. Cambodian Foreign
Ministry Secretary of State attended the event and told
the media that states maintain traditional diplomatic
ties, while the Foreign Ministry spokesman could not
be reached for comment. [Phnom Penh Post], [Khmer
Times]

China, India receive record Russian crude oil in
May

(Im) Russian crude oil imports by China and India hit an
all-time high in May as buyers gorged on discounted
supplies, reducing demand for oil from the Middle East
and Africa, according to preliminary assessments from
energy cargo trackers. The jump in Russian supplies
comes ahead of a meeting between the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and their allies
including Russia on June 4.

Arrivals of Russian shipments in India are assessed to
have reached a record high of 8.6 million tones (62.8
million barrels) - 15 percent more than the previous
high in April - while China received 6 million tones,
steady from the previous month, according to Vortexa.
Data from Kpler showed a similar trend, with India's
imports hitting a record of 66.7 million barrels and
China's rising to 49.2 million barrels. [Reuters] [The
Hindu]

Against this backdrop of rising Russian oil imports, the
European Union (EU)'s high representative for foreign
affairs and security policy, said last month that the bloc
should crack down on the importation of Indian
petroleum products that use Russian oil [see AIR No.
Europe have surged over 70 percent to USD 15 billion
in the past year, according to data from the Indian
commerce ministry, indicating that anti-Russia
restrictions are not watertight.

China-India: Meeting over border affairs held


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-ykk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-yku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-yku/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-yul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-yur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-yur/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-yuy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-yuy/

(nyb) On May 31, Chinese and Indian officials met in
New Delhi to hold the annual Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination on India-China Border
Affairs (WMCC) meeting to exchange information on
developments in the borderlands.

According to the readout of the Chinese Foreign
Ministry, the two sides agreed “to settle relevant issues
in the western section of China-India border areas,
among others, at a faster pace,” and to “promote the
de-escalation of the border situation.” [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Chinal]

The meeting came a month after China's defense
minister Li Shangfu said in a meeting with his Indian
counterpart Rajnath Singh on April 27 in New Delhi
that conditions along the disputed Himalayan border
with India are “stable overall,” in sharp contrast with
Singh’s who accused Beijing of border aggressions that
have “eroded the entire basis” of the two countries’
relationship, as negotiations over the line of actual
control (LAC) remain deadlocked [see AiR No. 18,
May/2023, 1].

China, India kick out nearly all of each other’s
journalists

(Im) The Wall Street Journal reported on May 30 that
China and India had ejected nearly of all each other’s
journalists in recent weeks, deepening a rift between
the two Asian neighbors that opened with a deadly
border clash in the Himalayas in June 2020.

New Delhi in May rejected visa renewals for the last
two Chinese state media journalists in the country.
Meanwhile, at least two out of four Indian journalists
based inside China have not been granted visas to
return to the country. A third was told that his
accreditation had been revoked, but he is still in China.

Against this backdrop, Beijing said on May 31 it had
taken “appropriate” action in response to what it called
India’s “unfair and discriminatory” treatment of
Chinese journalists. [South China Morning Post] [The
Wall Street Journal] [Voice of America]

China-Germany: Wang Yi focuses on friendship
while German pilots suspected of training
Chinese pilots

(ms) During a meeting between Chinese Director of the
Office of the Central Commission for Foreign Affairs
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Wang Yi and German Chancellor's Foreign and Security
Policy Advisor Jens Plétner in Beijing on 31 March,
Wang advocated the intensification of Sino-German
friendship.

Wang's statement comes in preparation for the
seventh China-Germany intergovernmental
consultation, which will include a high-profile visit to
Germany by China's Premier Li Qiang, scheduled for
the coming weeks. Besides details about the meeting,
Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine is also said
to have been discussed, but no new information
emerged from the meeting. [Chinese Foreign Ministry]
[South China Morning Post]

While Wang and Pl6étner suggest good relations
between the two countries, emerging reports of
Chinese pilots being trained by former members of the
German military are causing unease in Germany and
German Defence Minister Boris Pistorius has
announced an intensive investigation into the
situation. According to an investigative journalistic
report in the German newspaper Der Spiegel, former
German pilots are said to be training Chinese pilots
and it is suspected that the said German pilots may
have revealed secret military know-how and even
operational tactics of the Bundeswehr and NATO.

The German pilots are said to have been lured with
very high salaries, similar practices have allegedly
already been carried out by China with retired pilots
from the British Royal Air Force. [Der Spiegel]
[Deutsche Welle]

China-US: Diplomats from both countries meet
for dialogue

(ms) On 5 June, high-ranking diplomats from China and
the USA met in China's capital Beijing to maintain a
channel of dialogue between the world's two largest
economies despite continuing strained relations.

There is little information about the meeting, but
according to the US State Department, the topics
discussed included the bilateral relationship, cross-
strait issues, and channels of communication. China's
Foreign Ministry was quoted as saying: "The two sides
had candid, constructive and fruitful communication
on promoting the improvement of Sino-US relations
and properly managing differences. [CNN] [Reuters]
[South China Morning Post] [U.S. Department of State]

Almost at the same time as the meeting, a Financial
Times report and subsequent confirmation by the U.S.
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government revealed that CIA director and close
confidant of U.S. President Joe Biden had already met
his Chinese counterparts in May in a secret visit,
without specifying the identity of the counterparts.
Information about what was discussed during the
meeting was not disclosed. [Al Jazeera] [Financial
Times]

Both meetings showed that China and the US are
committed to the agreement reached at the G-20
summit in Bali in November 2022 [see AiR No. 46,
November/2022, 3], despite strained relations. The two
leaders agreed to restore and maintain
communication channels between the two countries
after they were cut off by China in August in response
to the visit of then US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi [see
AR No. 31, August/2022, 1].

China-Argentina: Renewal of currency swap
deal

(ms) At a meeting between Chinese Commerce
Minister Wang Wentao and Argentine Economy
Minister Sergio Massa on July 1, Wang advocated the
intensification of economic relations between the two
countries in order to further expand Chinese ties in
South America.

During the meeting, Argentina also renewed its
signature on a currency swap deal with China to
extend the maintenance of the swap line for three
years, doubling the volume available to them to the
equivalent of nearly USD 10 billion.

Argentina and Brazil are already two South American
countries that have started to use the Chinese
renminbi at least partially in their trade with China. In
addition, China has already concluded free trade
agreements with Ecuador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Peru
and Chile and is still negotiating with Panama. It is
therefore clear to see, on the one hand, the
importance China has attributed to the continent, but
on the other hand also how attractive China is as an
economic partner for these countries. [China Briefing]
[Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China backs Serbia against Kosovo

(nyb) China has expressed support for Serbia against
Kosovo after the recent violent unrest between NATO's
Kosovo Force and Serb protesters. The unrest came
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after Kosovo installed ethnic Albanian mayors in the
majority-Serb northern region.

China urged NATO to “respect the sovereignty and
regional integrity,” Serbia that refuses to recognize
Kosovo and consider it its own province.

In 2008, Kosovo declared itself independent from
Serbia. [China Daily] [Anadolu Agency]

China, Sri Lanka hold 12th round of Diplomatic
Consultations

(ns) On May 30, Sri Lanka and China held their 12th
round of Diplomatic Consultations, co-chaired by the
Sri Lankan Foreign Affairs Secretary and the Chinese
Foreign Affairs Vice Minister. The Sri Lankan side
proposed expanding exports of gemstones, Ceylon
cinnamon, fruits and vegetables to China and regarded
the increasing tourist arrivals from China.

The Chinese diplomat also met with President Ranil
Wickremesinghe and the Prime Minister. Concurrently,
the Chinese delegation met with Sri Lanka-China
Parliamentary Friendship Association and visited Sri
Lanka-China Friendship Village in Dewanagala
administrative area. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Sri
Lanka]

India, Nepal strike cross-border infrastructure
deals during leaders’ meeting in New Delhi

(Im) Nepal and India sealed several deals, including a
long-term energy cooperation plan that paves the way
for Kathmandu to export up to 10,000 megawatts of
electricity to its neighbor within a decade. The
agreements were reached during Nepalese Prime
Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal's official visit to India last
week, which marked Dahal's first official foreign trip
since he was elected prime minister in December of
last year and included meetings with his Indian
counterpart Narendra Modi. [Deutsche Welle]

Notably, India also committed to further develop
Nepal's hydropower sector. Before the deal was
closed, New Delhi had insisted on buying electricity
only from those projects developed by India or an
Indian joint venture company. Other cross-border
projects include a new railway and two bridges, a
transmission line and expanding cross-border oil
pipelines. The two countries also renewed a a treaty
allowing Kathmandu the use of Indian railways and
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inland waterways for trade and business with a third
country.

Furthermore, Prime Minister Dahal said that the two
countries will resolve border disputes through
diplomacy, adding that he discussed a possible land
swap option as a long-term solution with Indian
Premier Modi. He said Nepal could consider swapping
- three strategically significant areas - Lipulekh,
Limpiyadhura and Kalapani - with India in exchange
for a similar area of Indian territory that would allow a
land link with Bangladesh.

India, Maldives sign ten agreements for
implementation of infrastructure projects in
archipelago

(Im) India and the Maldives on June 4 signed ten
agreements for the implementation of various
development projects in areas of arts, sports,
education and health in the archipelagic nation. The
agreements were signed during the ongoing visit of
Minister of State for External Affairs V. Muraleedharan,
who was in Male on a two-day official visit. [The Hindu]
[The Telegraph Online]

Indian army chief visits Dhaka, meets
Bangladesh counterpart

(Im) Indian army chief General Manoj Pande and his
Bangladesh counterpart General SM Shafiuddin
Ahmed met in Dhaka on June 5 to discuss a range of
topics of mutual interest. They also talked about
measures to strengthen defence and security ties
between their countries. This was General Pande’s
second visit to the neighboring South Asian nation
after he had previously visited Bangladesh in July last
year. [Dhaka Tribune] Firstpost]

United States Defense Secretary arrives in India
on two-day visit; defense-industrial cooperation
on agenda

(Im) U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin arrived in
India on June 4 for a two-day visit to explore ways to
further strengthen bilateral defense cooperation,
especially in the field of transfer of critical technologies
for the co-development of military hardware. Austin
held talks with his Indian counterpart Rajnath Singh on
June 5. [Associated Press] [The Hindu]
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New Delhi is keen on finalizing an agreement with
Washington that would allow American multinational
General Electric to produce jet engines powering
indigenously manufactured Light Combat Aircraft Mk2
in the country. A deal finalizing the joint production of
the engines is expected to be inked and announced by
the time US President Joe Biden hosts his Indian
counterpart Prime Minister Narendra Modi for an
official state visit on June 22. [CNBC TV-18]

Modi's visit to the US will coincide with the INDUS-X, a
platform for start-ups and enterprises from both
countries to identify potential collaborations for high-
tech innovations within the ambit of the Initiative on
Critical and Emerging Technologies.

Meanwhile, The US House Select Committee on the
Strategic Competition between the United States and
the Chinese Communist Party overwhelmingly adopted
a policy proposal to enhance Taiwan’s deterrence,
including through including India in the so-called NATO
Plus format. Presently, NATO Plus 5 is a security
arrangement that works towards boosting global
defense cooperation, bringing together all NATO
member states and five aligned countries - Australia,
Japan, Israel, New Zealand and South Korea.
[Hindustan Times]

India’s Opposition Congress party leader Rahul
Gandhi calls on US audience to stand up for
‘modern India’

(Im) The leader of India’s main opposition Congress
party, Rahul Gandhi, has taken shots at the Indian
government during a three-city tour of the United
States, calling for Indians in the States and back home
to stand up for democracy and the Indian constitution.

Gandhi’s tour came on the heels of an electoral victory
over the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in southern
Indian state of Karnataka [see AiR No. 20, May/2023,
3]. Itincluded speaking engagements at Stanford
University in California and the National Press Club in
the capital, Washington. On June 3, he told attendees
at a dinner event organized by Congress party's
international chapter in New York that India, like the
US, was witnessing a fight between two different and
competing ideologies, contrasting the vision of his
Congress party with the “hate-filled ideology” of the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party. [The Hindu] [South China
Morning Post]

Some observers have called Gandhi's tour to the US
“ill-timed”, noting that Prime Minister Modi scheduled
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to visit Washington and attend a state dinner in his
honor at The White House on June 22 [see AR No. 21,
May/2023, 4]. In related developments, U.S.
congressional leaders have invited Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to address a joint meeting of the US
Congress later this month. House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and
other leaders announced the address as an
“opportunity to share your vision for India’s future and
speak to the global challenges our countries both
face.” [BBC] [Politico]

Indian’s President Murmu visits Suriname,
Serbia

(Im) Indian President Droupadi Murmu has embarked
on a six-day official visit to Suriname and Serbia in an
effort to bolster New Delhi’s bilateral relations with the
two countries. Murmu will go to the South American
country of Suriname first from June 4-6 following which
she will travel to Europe to visit Serbia from June 7-9.
[The Hindu]

In Suriname, President Murmu will hold talks with her
counterpart Chandrikapersad Santokhi, who is of Indo-
Surinamese descent. The two leaders will participate in
several activities to commemorate the arrival of
Indians in the country 150 years ago. Indo-Surinamese
form the largest ethnic group in Suriname, making
more than one-quarter of the population. In Suriname,
President Murmu will hold talks with her counterpart
Santokhi.

Notably, Suriname will host an oil and gas conference
from later this month in hopes of attracting energy
companies, particularly from India, which imports
roughly 85 percent of its crude oil requirements from
abroad. According to some estimates, the South
American nation is thought to have at least 3-4 billion
barrels of oil reserves which were discovered in recent
years. [Mint]

Upon leaving Suriname, President Murmu will travel to
Serbia at the invitation of Serbian President Aleksandar
Vucic for her first-ever visit to Europe on June 7. A 20-
member business delegation will arrive separately in
Serbia from India for the visit.

The visit to Serbia comes at a time when violent
clashes have taken place in Kosovo, a small, landlocked
country south of Serbia, between ethnic Serbs and
police belonging to the Albanian-led government. The
clashes followed a disputed local election and there
are fears the violence could escalate. [Euraktiv]
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Indonesia, Australia: Ministers’ of Defense
meeting

(ys) Right after the Shangri-La Dialogue, the Australian
Deputy Prime Minister/Minister of Defense
accompanied by the Australian Secretary of the
Department of Defense visited the Indonesian Minister
of Defense in Jakarta to discuss bilateral cooperation.
[Indonesian Ministry of Defense, in Bahasa Indonesia]
[The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia, Germany to strengthen defense
cooperation

(ys) Germany and Indonesia have agreed to enhance
their defense cooperation during a meeting between
German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius and his
Indonesian counterpart, Gen. (ret.) Prabowo Subianto,
in Jakarta on Monday.

During the meeting, the two defense ministers
discussed potential defense deals following the
acquisition of two minesweepers by Indonesia from
Germany, including a possible deal about German
submarines. The German Defense Minister also
delivered a lecture at Indonesia’s National Resilience
Institute, emphasizing the strategic importance of the
Indo-Pacific region for Germany. Germany is currently
seeking observer status in the ASEAN Defense
Ministers' Meeting Plus (ADMM+), having attended the
meeting for the first time in 2020. Gen. Subianto
expressed his intention to visit Germany soon.
[German's Federal Ministry of Defence] [Indonesian
Ministry of Defense, in Bahasa Indonesia] [Twitter
German'’s Federal Minister of Defence, in German]
[Independent]

Possible Special Forces cooperation between
Indonesia and Malaysia

(ys) The Indonesian Minister of Defense met with the
Sultan of Johor on June 2 in Bukit Serene Palace,
Malaysia to discuss possible defense cooperation
between their countries, including a cooperation
between the two countries’ Special Forces. The Sultan
himself is an honorary member of the Indonesian
Army Special Forces (Kopassus) and a good friend of
the Indonesian Minister of Defense since their time
training in Fort Bragg and Fort Benning, USA.
[Indonesian Ministry of Defense, in Bahasa Indonesia]
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Indonesia, Qatar: Military-to-military
cooperation

(ys) The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense
of Qatar met with the Indonesian Minister of Defense
in Jakarta to discuss military-to-military cooperation.
Qatar has offered Indonesia’s officers places to study
in the Command and Staff College of Qatar.
[Indonesian Ministry of Defense, in Bahasa Indonesia]
Over recent years, both countries have worked on
deepening their defense ties, including possible
cooperation on defense production and military
aircraft deals.

Indonesia-China: Chinese car maker to build an
assembly plant in Indonesia

(ys) Chinese-based electric car maker, Build Your
Dream (BDY) is planning to build an assembly plant in
Indonesia for electronic vehicles. Both BYD and the
Indonesian government have signed a preliminary
agreement for further cooperation. [SCMP]

Indonesia-Ukraine: Defense Minister offers
support for peace talks with Russia

(ys) During a session at Shangri-La Dialogue in
Singapore, the Indonesian Minister of Defense called
for peace between Ukraine and Russia, as the conflict
has severely impacted not just the people, but also
economies and food supplies. The minister also
proposed potential issues of a peace plan, including a
cessation of hostilities and a demilitarized zone. He
proposed that each party withdraw 15 kilometers from
the other’s position, which would be observed by UN
peacekeeping troops, to which Indonesia is offering to
send peacekeeping troops as observers. The
suggestion triggered heavy criticism from western
security officials but praise from China. Also Ukrainian
Minister of Defense, Oleksii Reznikov, swiftly rejected
the proposal, stating that the plan sounded more like a
Russian plan, adding that “we don't need these
mediators suggesting such a strange plan” before
Russia was driven out of Ukraine. [Kyiv Post] [Reuters]
[Financial Times]

Indonesian Minister of Defense bilateral side
meetings on sidelines of Shangri La Dialogue
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(ys) The Indonesian Minister of Defense had several
bilateral side meetings with fellow Ministers of
Defense. The Minister had a side meeting with the
Chinese Minister of Defense, in which he conveyed his
full support for the optimization of PRC-Indonesia
relationships to achieve optimal strategic partnership.
Both parties agreed to a 2+2 forum in addition to the
annual bilateral Defence Industry Cooperation Meeting
(DICM) that connects both countries’ defense
industries. [Indonesian Ministry of Defense, in Bahasa
Indonesia]

On the same day, the Indonesian Minister of Defense
also had a bilateral meeting with the Singaporean
Senior Minister for National Security, in which he
conveyed his appreciation for Singapore for hosting
this year's Shangri-La Dialogue. The minister reiterated
the two countries’ relationships in defense and
security, especially in military education. He is hopeful
that Indonesia and Singapore could increase the
number of officers conducting exchanges for
education and/or training. [Indonesian Ministry of

Defense, in Bahasa Indonesia]

The Minister had the pleasure of meeting the Minister
of Defense of the Netherlands, where she expressed
her appreciation for Indonesia’s proposal for peace in
Ukraine. During the meeting, both countries also
discussed further cooperation in weapon systems and
defense industries. [Indonesian Ministry of Defense, in
Bahasa Indonesia]

The Indonesian Minister of Defense also met with the
Minister of Defense of the UK to discuss the
implementation of the Indonesia-UK Defence
Cooperation Agreement (DCA) and the formation of a
Defence Cooperation Committee (DCC) that could
strengthen the defense relationships between the two
countries. [Indonesian Ministry of Defense, in Bahasa
Indonesia]

Japan-China: Mutual visits of defense officers
resumed

(eg) After four years, mutual visits by senior defense
officers of Japan and China are to resume, according to
announcement by the Sasakawa Peace Foundation,
which organizes the exchanges.

The reciprocal visits aim to build confidence and dispel
uncertainties between the two armed forces. The
program has been on a hiatus since China's strict zero-
covid policy but is now set to restart.
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The development comes as diplomatic tensions mount
between Japan and China, firstly over China’ claims to
self-governing and democratic Taiwan, moreover over
China’s intrusions into the waters surrounding Japan's
Senkaku Islands, which China also claims as its own
territory. The organizers hope that the visits will
promote peace and understanding between the two
powers. [Japan Times]

Japan and China commit to use of defense
hotline

(eg) The defense ministers of Japan and China agreed
to properly use the defense hotline set up between the
two countries to help build mutual trust and avoid
conflicts, after a meeting on the sidelines of
Singapore’s Shangri-La conference.

The hotline was originally agreed to in 2007, and set up
in 2018. The line of communication is especially
important currently amid rising disputes between
China and Japan, firstly over Japan’s Senkaku Islands,
which are claimed by China, and secondly over China’s
provocations over the sovereignty of Taiwan, which it
also claims as its territory. [Kyodo News]

United States to source explosives from Japan
to supply Ukraine’s counter-offensive

(eg) The USA is trying to procure TNT from Japan in
order to supply Ukraine with artillery shells in its
counter-offensive against Russia, according to
Reuters.

Export regulations currently bar Japanese companies
from selling lethal items overseas. Such moves to
supply Ukrainian troops through the USA would test
Japan'’s long-standing pacifist foreign policy doctrine.

Japan is allegedly exporting TNT to the USA through a
legislative loophole since TNT can be used and
exported for non-military industrial purposes.

Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Japan has
retreated from state pacifism into a bolder foreign
policy, seeking to mitigate the chances of a war in East
Asia between China and Taiwan. Under Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida, Japan has initiated its biggest military
build-up since the Second World War but has so far
only donated non-lethal aid to Ukraine.
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With his announcement of the military build-up,
Kishida also promised to revise export rules to allow
the country to send lethal weapons to its allies. These
reforms are yet been enacted, despite reports of
Japan's explosives being sourced by the USA. [Reuters]

Japan - South Korea: Defense ministers discuss
plans to prevent radar lock-on incidents

(eg) In the first bilateral defense talks between Japan
and South Korea for three years, the respective
defense ministers pledged to accelerate plans to
prevent radar lock-on incidents on friendly forces.

An alleged case of radar lock-on took place in 2018,
which damaged relations between the two armed
forces, whereby Japan claimed that a South Korean
warship had directed its fire-control radar onto one of
its planes, which the other country denied.

Relations have been improving since the Yoon Suk Yeol
became South Korean president in 2022, after
relations had reached a nadir under the Moon
administration. Reciprocal visits between the country’'s
leaders have resumed for the first time since 2011.

The two countries have committed to improving co-
operation in order to combat security issues in the East
Asia region, which is becoming especially salient as
China emphasizes its willingness to invade Taiwan by
force. Both defense ministers also strongly condemned
the recent attempt by North Korea to launch a spy
satellite.

The bilateral talks held in Singapore show an increased
commitment by both parties to improve confidence
between both defense authorities, and deepen co-
operation. [Kyodo News]

Laos, South Korea deepen cooperation in
several sectors

(ws) The cooperation between Laos and South Korea
has increased in several sectors as the results of
enhanced collaboration between public and private
sectors, including rural development, state auditing
body, and dairy farming.

Regarding the cooperation on rural development, the
Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) and
the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry provided USD
9.4 million as a funding assistance on improving quality
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of life of the rural population. Several projects were
extended from the piloted project, using community-
based development methods, with the aim of
narrowing down the development gap between urban
and rural areas. These provisional projects include the
construction of community facilities, routes, markets,
the improvement of water system and supply, and
development of livestock and crop farms. [Vietiane
Times 1]

On the aspect of state auditing body cooperation, the
State Audit Organization (SAO) of Laos plans to work
with South Korea on improving the quality of state
auditing in Laos. [Vientiane Times 2]

Moreover, the Korea’s Ministry of Education, and
Korean universities also partnered with Laotian
university to enhance the quality of dairy farming.
[Vientiane Times 3]

Laos, Thailand to tighten border security

(ws) The Lao army welcomed Thai military personnel to
discuss their cooperation in border security as a
response to the illegal activities in border areas.

During a meeting between Thailand and Laos, both
countries recognized the need for close coordination
between their central and local levels of government to
monitor and address issues in problem areas. They
called upon higher authorities to ensure effective
management and security within the shared border
areas.

The two sides also agreed to continue organizing
reciprocal visits to foster closer cooperation, and
emphasized the need to strengthen efforts in
combating various illegal activities, including human
trafficking, illegal cross-border travel by workers, drug
trade, transnational crimes, prostitution, illegal
marriages, and other illicit activities with the goal of
maintaining peace and order in the border areas.
[Vientiane Times]

Laos, United States celebrate law enforcement,
justice sector cooperation

(ws) Members of Laotian government, US Embassy
Vientiane, and international organizations gathered in
INL Forum to celebrate three decades of law
enforcement and justice sector cooperation.
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The long cooperation between Laotian government
and the US Embassy's International Narcotics and Law
Enforcement section (INL) began in 1989 after the US
Embassy provided funding assistance for tackling the
growing problems of narcotics trafficking. The areas of
cooperation and assistance focused on providing
alternative development projects to reduce the
cultivation of opium poppy in the early years, and later
extended to combatting transnational organized
crimes, such as human and drug trafficking, and
cybercrime. [Laotian Times]

Malaysia’'s foreign minister visits France, holds
talks with counterpart

(Im) Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Zambry Abdul Kadir
last week met with his French counterparty Catherine
Colonna in Paris. During the talks, the two top
diplomats expressed their support for a free and open
Indo-Pacific region and discussed the crisis in
Myanmar.

Zambry was in Paris on June 1-2 for a working visit,
during which he also held an engagement session with
the Director General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO), Audrey Azoulay, the French Institute of
International Relations (IFRI) and the French Senate.

Mongolia-Kyrgyzstan: Ways to deepen bilateral
relations discussed at foreign ministers’
meeting

(dgl) Mongolian Foreign Minister B. Battsetseg held a
meeting with her Kyrgyz counterpart Zh. Kulubaev on
May 30. The meeting was part of KulubaeV's visit to
Mongolia.

During their talks, the two ministers exchanged views
on multiple issues, with a view on extending bilateral
ties and cooperation in politics, trade, economy,
logistics, agriculture, culture, and tourism, among
others.

A focus of the discussion was measures to support
economic cooperation, with both parties agreeing on
facilitating the export of meat and meat products from
Mongolia to Kyrgyzstan and other Central Asian
countries through Kyrgyzstan, as well as on the import
of fresh fruits and vegetables from Kyrgyzstan to
Mongolia. [Montsame]
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Pakistan to engage in barter trade with
Afghanistan, Iran, Russia

(tj) Pakistan has passed a special order to allow barter
trade with Afghanistan, Iran and Russia for specific
goods, including petroleum and natural gas, to bypass
Western sanctions on those countries, manage a
balance of payments crisis and bring inflation under
control after it hit a record of nearly 38 percent last
month. [Reuters] [Voice of Americal]

According to the government order, called the
Business-to-business (B2B) Barter Trade Mechanism
2023 and dated June 1, goods that can be bartered are
listed. State- and privately-owned entities will need
approval to participate in the trade mechanism.

Meanwhile, after Pakistan's first purchase of
discounted Russian oil in April, Petroleum Minister
Musadik Malik said that Islamabad will only be buying
crude, not refined products, under the deal. There is
no confirmation about how payment will be made, but
Malik said purchases could rise to 100,000 barrels per
day (bpd) if the first transaction goes smoothly. In
May, the Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association
complained that up to 35 percent of the diesel sold in
Pakistan had been smuggled from Iran.

Pakistan, George hold bilateral Political
Consultations (BPC)

(mha) The inaugural session of Pakistan-Georgia
Bilateral Political Consultations (BPC) was held in Thilisi
on 1 June 2023. Pakistan's Foreign Secretary and
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia led the
respective sides. Ambassador of Pakistan to Georgia &
Azerbaijan and senior officials from both sides were
also present.

The two sides exchanged views on the state of play of
bilateral relations. Terming the inaugural session as a
steppingstone for diversified cooperation, both sides
affirmed their desire to explore mutually beneficial
areas of cooperation with a special focus on Trade &
Investment, Tourism, Education and Information
Technology. It was agreed that that the second session
of the BPC will be held in Islamabad on mutually
agreed dates.

Separate meetings with the Deputy Minister of Justice
and Deputy Minister of Economy and Sustainable
Development of Georgia were also held. Foreign
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Secretary also attended an interactive event with
prominent business representatives of Georgian
companies where he underscored the need for
rigorous B2B networking to unlock the potential for
cooperation between the Pakistan and

Georgia. [Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Pakistan, Italy agree for joint efforts to tackle
climate change

(mha) Pakistan and Italy have agreed to set up a joint
framework to tackle climate change and cooperation in
water management. The agreement was reached at
the 5th meeting of the Pakistan-Italy Joint Economic
Commission at the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Rome. [Radio Pakistan]

Federal Minister for Climate Change Senator Sherry
Rehman represented Pakistan side while Italian
delegation was led by Italy's Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Maria
Tripodi. The two sides hailed the establishment of an
Italian Trade Agency office in Islamabad next week.

Pakistan, Iraq agree to make diplomatic travel
easier, enhance cultural cooperation

(mha/lm) Pakistan and Irag on June 5 inked two
agreements to abolish visa conditions for diplomatic
and official passport holders, and enhance bilateral
cultural cooperation. The understandings were
reached during a meeting between Iraq's Foreign
Minister Fuad Hussein and his Pakistani counterpart
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in the capital Baghdad.
[Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [Anadolu Ajansi]

Pakistan releases 200 Indian fishermen

(t)) On June 2, Pakistan released 200 Indian fishermen
from a prison in its southern port city Karachi after
arresting them for allegedly fishing illegally in the
country’s waters. They were handed over to India at
the Wagah border.

The fishermen were released from the Malir jail in
Karachi as part of the decision by the Pakistani
government to hand over a total of jailed 500
fishermen to Indian authorities. Last month, Pakistani
authorities released 198 Indian fishermen. Another
100 will be freed in July.
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The majority of those released in the second batch
have completed their jail sentences of 5 to 8 years
after being arrested and tried by a court.

Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum General Secretary Saeed
Baloch said that he was relieved to see the release of
the second batch of Indian fishermen. He said these
are poor Indian fishermen who were arrested because
they strayed into Pakistan’s territorial waters to fish
and earn their livelihood. They cannot be blamed as
there is no clear demarcation line in the Arabian sea
between the two countries and they do not have the
technology on their boats.

Earlier, Pakistani Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari tweeted that this is in line with Pakistan's policy
of not politicizing humanitarian matters, compassion
should take precedence over politics. [Wion]

Singapore and China to establish high-level
defense communications hotline

(hg) In the midst of escalating strategic competition
between Beijing and Washington, Chinese Defense
Minister Gen. Li Shangfu and his Singaporean
counterpart Ng Eng hotline for high-level
communications between defense leaders.

The announcement comes as a significant
development, given Singapore's status as one of the
United States' most reliable partners in Southeast Asia.
[The Diplomat]

Sri Lanka, Thailand prime ministers meet in
Bangkok

(ns) On May 31, Sri Lankan Prime Minister Dinesh
Gunawardena met with his Thai counterpart Prayut
Chan-o-cha in Bangkok. Gunawardena visited the
Southeast Asian nation to also attend a summit
dedicated to International Vesak Day, the most
sacred day to millions of Buddhists around the world.

Prime Minister Prayut congratulated Sri Lanka on its
economic recovery progress and reassured of its
willingness to provide support upon the request.
Gunawardena, in turn, thanked Prayut for Bangkok’s
assistance and urged it to cooperate in human
resources and exchange visits development.

Furthermore, Gunawardena announced that Sri Lanka
is adopting the bio-circular-green economy model


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-jdk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-jdu/

from Thailand for its case study. In turn, Prayut
reassured the envoy of the Thai commitment to
cooperate with Sri Lanka as a development partner.
[Bangkok Post]

Sri Lanka co-signs USD 1 billion credit facility
extension agreement with India

(ns) On May 30, Sri Lanka and India co-signed an
agreement on a USD 1 billion loan credit facility
extension until March 2024. The counterparts agreed
on the extension earlier in May this year. The initiative
will support Sri Lankan government throughout the
year in the provision of public goods and services, such
as food and medicine. [my Republica], [AIR No. 20,
May/2023, 3]

South Korea-Japan: Dialogue on steel
cooperation resumed after a five-year hiatus

(dqgl) South Korea and Japan held the 20th Korea-Japan
Steel Dialogue on May 31 in Tokyo to discuss ways to
strengthen technology exchanges and to cooperate in
responding to the net-zero market trend.

It was the two countries’ first regular dialogue on steel
industry cooperation in five years and the latest in a
series of bilateral economic and industry meetings that
reflect a thaw in diplomatic relations between Seoul
and Tokyo in recent months.

The meeting gathered working-level officials of the two
governments, as well as steelmaker associations of
both nations who shared their assessment of the
global steel market and explored ways to deepen
cooperation on international carbon-related
regulations, such as the European Union's Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) that calls for
levying an import charge on steel, cement, electricity,
fertilizer, aluminum and other related items equivalent
to their carbon emissions from production.

The discussion also included the question of how to
push for technology exchanges for low-emission steel
products and ways to beef up their steel trade.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea-Timor Leste: Presidents’ summit
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(dqgl) South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol met with
East Timorese President Jose Ramos-Horta on Jun 2.
The meeting was part of the latter’s visit to South
Korea to attend the Jeju Forum for Peace and
Prosperity, an annual regional multilateral dialogue for
promoting peace and prosperity in Asia held on the
southern island Jeju.

The two leaders discussed bilateral relations,
cooperation on the international stage and North
Korea's nuclear threat, with Ramos-Horta reaffirming
his country's active participation in the international
community’s firm and united response to North
Korea.

The two presidents also agreed to work together more
substantively in multiple areas such as development,
labor, education and forestry, with Yoon requestion his
counterpart's assistance for South Korean
International

Cooperation Agency (KOICA) volunteers working in East
Timor in the health, education and environment
sectors.

Ramos-Horta, for his part, expressed his hope for his
country’s inclusion in South Korea's program to
strengthen human resource capabilities in ASEAN
nations, emphasizing the importance of scholarship to
enable East Timorese students to study in South Korea.
He further confirmed Timor Leste's support for South
Korea's bid to host the 2030 World Expo and to
become a nonpermanent member of the U.N. Security
Council. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea-France: Space cooperation to be
deepened

(dqgl) South Korea and France concluded an
arrangement on military space cooperation on May 30
under which the two parties will discuss military space
cooperation and accelerate cooperation in expanding
people-to-people exchanges and other efforts to boost
their space security capabilities through the expansion
of

The letter of intent was signed in Seoul by Choi Byung-
ok, director general at the defense policy bureau of the
South Korean defense ministry, and French Space
Commander Philippe Adam.

At the signing ceremony Choi suggested to push for
active bilateral cooperation through such measures as
South Korea's participation in a French-led
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international space exercise and joint research on
space policy.

Adam, for his part, reaffirmed France's pledge to
actively cooperate to ensure that the two countries'
space operational capabilities will be strengthened.
[The Korea Herald]

Taiwan-Tuvalu: Three co-operation agreements
signed

(eg) Taiwan and Tuvalu strengthened their co-
operation on June 2 by signing three agreements to
develop mutual ties in diplomacy, technology, climate
change, and criminal justice.

Tuvalu, an island nation with a population of around
10,000, is one of thirteen countries that still affords
Taiwan diplomatic recognition. Despite China vying for
more influence among the Pacific islands, Tuvalu has
maintained its bond with Taiwan. [Reuters]

The agreements were signed between the two
countries’ foreign ministers during a six-day visit by a
Tuvaluan delegation to Taiwan. The Taiwanese
government promised further co-operation. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan] [Taiwan News]

Taiwan, USA: New trade deal signed

(eg) On July 1, the United States and Taiwan signed an

initial agreement under the US-Taiwan Initiative on 215t
Century Trade, which will strengthen and streamline
trade relations between the two countries.

The deal represents the first iteration of a trade
partnership that will later be expanded to cover more
topics, such as agriculture and digital trade. The
Taiwanese government said this deal signals the two
countries’ move towards a free trade agreement,
which will ensure Taiwan’'s economic security. Business
leaders welcomed the deal but called for tariffs and
other exemptions to be reduced.

The USA does not recognize Taiwan as a sovereign
state, but the two countries maintain unofficial
relations. With Taiwan'’s status as a key tech exporter,
particularly in semi-conductors, annual trade between
the two countries numbers in the billions of dollars,
which is set to increase with the new deal.
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The deal comes after Taiwan was not invited to join the
USA'’ Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF), a trading
bloc of Asian countries friendly to the USA. China views
the IPEF as having the strategic goal to counter its own
economic and diplomatic influence.

China has also criticized the US and Taiwan’s recently
signed separate trade deal, accusing the US of
encouraging Taiwanese independence and the
succession of the self-ruled territory from China.
[China Daily] [AP News 1] [AP News 2] [Taipei Times]

US emphasizes its commitment to Taiwan
status quo

(eg) Speaking at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore,
the US Secretary of Defense stated that the US
“remains deeply committed to preserving the status
quo” regarding Taiwan and China.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said his country did not
seek war with China but would stand up in the face of
coercion, being “categorically opposed to unilateral
changes to the status quo from either side”.

He drew on the Russian invasion of Ukraine to
highlight the dangers of a world where invasions of
peaceful neighbors are normalized, as well as the
global economic fallout that would come with a
potential war's disruption to shipping and supply
chains.

The US has been increasing its focus on the Indo-
Pacific region amid escalating tensions with China.
According to Austin, the US has stepped up its defense
planning and co-ordination with partners in the region,
such as Taiwan.

Austin called for greater communication between the
American and Chinese militaries, but his invitation for
a dialogue at the conference with China's defense
minister was rebuffed. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan-Japan: Presidential hopeful visits
officials in Tokyo

(eg) The leader of the Taiwan People's Party (TPP) and
presidential candidate Ko Wen-je has arrived on June
4in Japan to develop ties with Taiwan's most important
partner in Asia.
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Ko's visit will follow the same model as his recent trip
to the USA, where his mission was “to know and be
known.” As the leader of Taiwan'’s third-largest political
party, Ko is positioning himself as a pragmatic, third-
way choice of president, especially with regards to
Taiwan's relations with China. [The Diplomat]

In Japan, Ko will meet with lawmakers and think tanks
specializing in diplomacy and defense, as well as
Taiwanese students and expatriates. The presidential
candidate underlined Japan'’s strong economic ties with
Taiwan, as well as Japan'’s alliance with the USA, as
reasons to better understand the country. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan-Lithuania: Cooperation in digital
resilience to be deepened

(dqgl) Taiwan's National Institute for Cyber Security
(NICS) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with Lithuania's Innovation Agency on June 1.

Under the MoU, the two parties agreed to cooperate to
mutually strengthen the digital resilience of both
nations as well as to boost bilateral cooperation
through the exchange of talent. [Focus Taiwan]

Thailand, Vietnam exchange information to
combat transnational crime

(aj) Thailand's national police force, the Royal Thai
Police (RTP), sent a delegation of officers to Vietnam to
exchange information on and discuss joint cooperation
in combating transnational crime, especially in the
prevention and suppression of human trafficking. The
second iteration of these talks was co-hosted by RTP
Assistant Commissioner Prachuab Wongsuk and
Vietnamese Deputy Minister of Public Security Le Quoc
Hung in Vietnam's capital city of Hanoi. [National News
Bureau of Thailand]

Thailand, Brazil sign MoU to deepen diplomatic
exchange

(aj) At the third Political Consultations (PC) between
Thailand and Brazil in Brasilia, foreign affairs
representatives from both countries signed a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) to deepen
diplomatic exchange by agreeing to increase
diplomatic training with one another. Thai Deputy


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-jkt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-jki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-jki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-jkd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-jkh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vluhyit-l-jkh/

Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Busadee Santipitaks, and
Secretary of Asia and the Pacific, Eduardo Paes Saboia
co-chaired the PC, which assessed the Thai-Brazilian
relationship to date and explored areas of shared
interest for the two countries - including political
cooperation, trade, and defense - to further
cooperation in. [Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

French ambassador to Bangkok leads
diplomatic delegation to Thailand’s Deep South

(aj) French Ambassador to Thailand, Thierry Mathou,
led a large delegation of diplomats and NGOs to
Thailand's Deep South, which has been enmeshed in
conflict between Muslim separatist insurgencies and
Thai security forces. The cohort visited locals,
community groups, and civil society organizations in
Pattani province and neighboring provinces. Since
reformist opposition Move Forward won the May 14
election, the party has placed the southern security
challenge at the forefront of its extensive agenda,
which has subsequently generated greater
international interest in Thailand’s southernmost
conflict, according to analysts.

An insider source from the Fourth Army Region says
this move by the delegation to meet locals alarmed
Thai security agencies, especially visits to certain
groups and individuals that are on the watchlists of
Thai authorities for alleged involvement in rebel
activity. The Fourth Army Region is Thailand's southern
military command and deals with the country’s
southern insurgency. As this was not an official visit
nor were Thai security forces warned of this visit, the
group led by French Ambassador Mathou was not
escorted by the Thai government or military. [Thai PBS
World]

Thailand signs agreement to recognize
European Union Laissez-Passer

(aj) Thailand signed an agreement with the European
Union (EU) to officially recognize the EU Laissez-Passer
- an e-travel document for EU representatives and
staff members - as a valid travel document that can be
used in Thailand. Previously, Thailand only accepted
travel identification documents issued by individual EU
member-states, but not those issued by the EU itself.

By recognizing the Laissez-Passer, the two sides expect
that there will be more high-level visits from the EU to
Thailand, as well as visits from EU experts to further
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cooperation in areas of shared interest. Representing
Thailand and the EU respectively at the signing was Asi
Mamanee, Director-General of the Department of
European Affairs, and David Daly, Ambassador of the
European Union to Thailand

The EU has been gradually re-engaging with Thailand
after freezing negotiations on a free trade agreement
(FTA) following Thailand's 2014 military coup, which
were only resumed in March this year [see AiR No. 12,
March/2023, 3]. [Bangkok Post] [Thai Ministry of
Foreign Affairs]

4th Vietham-Mozambique Intergovernmental
Committee meeting held

(km) The 4th meeting of the Vietham-Mozambique
Intergovernmental Committee on Economic, Culture
and Scientific- Technological Cooperation was
successfully held in Maputo, Mozambique, marking a
significant event after a 10-year break, mainly due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Both countries have enjoyed
diplomatic relations for 48 years since 1975. The
Deputy Ministers conducting the meeting emphasized
the vast potential for further economic cooperation
between Vietnam and Mozambique, stressing the need
to enhance trade and private sector collaboration.
[viethamnews.vn]

Vietnam: Australian prime minister visits Hanoi

(km) Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
made an official visit to Vietnam from June 3-4 to meet
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh. [vietnamnews.vn]

In wake of the visit, Vietnam granted clemency to two
Australians who were sentenced to death in the
country. Albanese stated that the improved diplomatic
relations between the two nations played a significant
role in this "substantial breakthrough." The
Vietnamese president signed the clemency orders
shortly after Albanese made representations to the
prime minister.

During his visit, Albanese also discussed the case of
Chau Van Kham, a Vietnamese-Australian man
sentenced to 12 years in prison on terrorism charges
in 2019. The Australian government is pursuing an
international prisoner transfer for him.

Alongside these developments, Albanese signed
various agreements, including a $105 million package
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to support Vietnam in decarbonizing its economy. Both
countries are aiming to establish a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership by the year-end, emphasizing
trust, collaboration, and peace in the South China Sea.
[Al Jazeera]

Vietnam: 140 Vietnam's forced labor rescued
from the Philippine’s illegal casino

(km) According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Hanoi, 140 Vietnamese citizens who were deceived and
trafficked to the Philippines have been safely
repatriated. They were held captive and exploited for
online scams. [viethamnews.vn]

Vietnam monitors Chinese vessel violating EEZ
until it leaves

(km) Vietnam was closely tracking the activities of the
Chinese vessel Xiang Yang Hong 10, which has
reportedly infringed on Vietnam's exclusive economic
zone, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
Chinese research ship and its escort, which operated
for nearly a month in Vietham's exclusive economic
zone (EEZ) left the EEZ this Monday. [Reuters]

On May 25, Vietnam's Ministry of Foreign Affairs urged
relevant Chinese agencies in a rare protest to adhere
to the shared understanding of the senior leaders of
both countries. It called for an immediate cessation of
the violation and the withdrawal of the vessel, coast
guard ships, and fishing vessels from Vietnamese
waters.

Vietnam called on China to respect its sovereign rights
and jurisdiction, strictly implement the Declaration of
the Conduct of Parties in the East Sea (DOC), and
maintain peace, cooperation, and development in the
contested waters. [vietnamnews.vn]

Vietnam-Laos: Agreement on mutual judicial
assistance in civil matters

(hg) Vietnamese President V6 Van Thudng has
approved the Vietham-Laos agreement on mutual
judicial assistance in civil matters, following a proposal
from the Government on May 22.

This ratified agreement is expected to modernize the
legal framework for cooperation between authorized
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agencies in Vietnam and Laos regarding mutual legal
assistance in civil matters. It also aims to strengthen
the legal basis for such cooperation and contribute to
the overall bilateral relationship between the two
countries.

The approval aligns with the Party and State's policy of
enhancing international cooperation in the legal and
judicial fields and establishing a robust legal
mechanism to protect the rights and interests of
Vietnamese citizens and entities abroad. This action is
in line with Resolution No. 27-NQ/TW, issued on
November 9, 2022, by the 13th Party Central
Committee's 6th meeting, which focuses on advancing
the development and improvement of Vietnam as a
law-governed socialist state in the new era. [Ein News]

Vietnamese Deputy Premier receives Lao
Minister of Technology and Communication

(km) Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha of Vietnam
welcomed Lao Minister of Technology and
Communications Boviengkham Vongdara in Hanoi,
emphasizing the importance of cooperation and
technology transfer between the two countries. Deputy
PM Ha expressed his hope for joint efforts in
implementing digital and green transformation,
leveraging Lao's renewal energy potential and
Vietnam's expertise in ICT. He urged the Lao Ministry
to collaborate with Vietnam'’s Viettel Group to achieve
greater goals in digital transformation and society
promotion. [viethamnews.vn]

Announcements
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Upcoming online events

7 June 2023 @ 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

CSDS-CSIS Transatlantic Dialogue on the Indo-
Pacific

This webcast jointly hosted by the Center for Strategic
& International Studies and the Centre for Security,
Diplomacy, and Strategy of the Vrije Universiteit
Brussels School of Governance will bring together
officials and experts from across the Atlantic to
address defense issues and the economic security
agenda including trade, technology, and supply chain
resilience.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

7 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Storytelling that Informs Policy: Addressing Forced
Displacement and Refugee Challenges

This webcast will address the question of how visual
media, lived experience, and other tools can open up
dialogue and inform new perspectives that will lead to
better understanding of the root causes and
challenges of forced displacement.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

7 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

The stakes at sea: America’s commercial, scientific,
and naval roles in a changing global landscape

As dominance of the high seas is a vital part of US
grand strategy, this webcast will discuss the question
of whatis at stake at sea, and where America’s
maritime interests lie today.

For more information, see [Brookings].

7 June 2023 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK
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How international organizations fight for
legitimacy

Drawing on research on the United Nations (UN),
World Trade Organization (WTO), and ASEAN, this
webinar will discuss the question how an organization
maintains legitimacy internally with its own staff, and
how both authority and relative power impacts its
ability to gain support.

For more information, see [Chatham House].

7 June 2023 @ 3:30-4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

The Road to 2024 in Venezuela: A Conversation
with Maria Corina Machado

This webcast will explore the primary process,
necessary reforms, and the state of play in Venezuela
amid continued oppression by the Maduro
government and ahead of the presidential elections
next year. It will also examine options for the US and
allies to support and protect those on the ground
campaigning for democratic change.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

8 June 2023 @ 8:30-9:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Why Taiwan Matters

This webcast will explore the question of why the
security of Taiwan matters so much to the U.S. and to
the world.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

8 June 2023 @ 9:00-10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

The Inflation Reduction Act and the Green Deal
Industrial Plan: Transatlantic Cooperation on
Critical Minerals

This hybrid event will discuss the opportunities
provided by the Inflation Reduction Act and the Green
Deal Industrial Plan for transatlantic cooperation on
critical minerals.
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For more information, see [Wilson Center].

8 June 2023 @ 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

Improving racial equity through public policy

This online lecture will explore ways to improve racial
equity in America, with experts presenting ideas on
ways to mitigate bias and discrimination and generate
greater equity in social, economic, and political
outcomes.

For more information, see [Brookings].

8 June 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (GMT-4),
Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS),
USA

Public Safety in Haiti: Now and Tomorrow

This hybrid event will look at the current state of public
safety in Haiti, the role of the Haitian National Police,
potential Haitian solutions to the issues, and
opportunities for external support.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

8 June 2023 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Transnational Advocacy in the Digital Era

This online event will introduce the book
“Transnational Advocacy in the Digital Era, Think
Global, Act Local” that explores the role of digital
advocacy organizations and how digital technologies
are changing transnational advocacy networks, and
examines these organizations' campaigns on climate,
trade and refugees' rights.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

8 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Digital Trends Altering Indonesia’s Banking
Landscape
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This webinar will explore how digital technologies have
changed Indonesia’s banking sector including the
emergence of fintechs and digital-licensed banks which
are challenging larger conventional banks.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

8 June 2023 @ 6:00-7:30 p.m. (GMT+5:30), Asia
Society (Mumbai), India

International Law and the Politics of Displacement

This webinar, the first in four-part series on mobility,
displacement and refugees in South Asia, will discuss
questions relating to refugees' rights and status:
Should South Asia sign the 1967 Protocol, or are there
other global benchmarks to follow? Would one law
across South Asia be most useful or should there be
country-wise specifications taking into account the
context? At the national and subcontinental level, what
have been some examples of legal protection and
what are some roadblocks?

For more information, see [Asia Society].

9 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Indonesia’s Economic Policy and Challenges from
Jokowi to New Government

This webinar will discuss some key economic policies
and challenges during President Joko Widodo's
administration and explore the current policy planning
for the new government.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

9 June 2023 @ 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Atlantic Council, USA

Is your data Al-ready?

This webinar will discuss and share the opportunities
and challenges for creating data infrastructures that
are “Al-ready” and can be used to leverage and

responsibly share data equitably and securely.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].
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12 June 2023 @ 9:00-10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Latin American Women and Democracy:
Perspectives of Activists in the Region

This webinar will offer insights into the interconnection
of democracy and women's rights, the role of women
in building democratic and equitable societies, and the
systemic violence that these groups face. It will also
make suggestions on how governments, civil society,
and international organizations can support women
and their movements.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

12June 2023 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

People over robots: How policy distorts decisions
around automation

This hybrid event will discuss the idea that progress
depends on the choices we make about technology,
and how our policies influence these choices. The
focus will be on the intersection of technology and
labor mobility, and the unexplored potential that
already exists among people around the world.

For more information, see [Brookings].

13 June 2023 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

The mechanisms of corruption in Iran
This online panel will discuss corruption and its
ramifications in Iran, including the social, economic,

and political implications of this issue.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

13 June 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Opportunities and Challenges in Civilian-Military
Humanitarian Coordination

This webcast will discuss the outcomes of this year's
7th annual Civilian-Military Humanitarian Coordination
research symposium and workshop, jointly hosted by
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Brown University’s Center for Human Rights and
Humanitarian Studies in collaboration with the U.S.
Naval War College, the UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (UN OCHA), and the UN World
Food Program (WFP).

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

13 June 2023 @ 1:00-2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Ahead of the NATO Summit: Burden Sharing to
Responsibility Sharing

This webcast will analyze NATO's burden sharing
debate, including how NATO might recast its thinking
about - and accounting for - how allies are sharing
security and strategic responsibilities going forward.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

Recent book releases

Michael ). Seth, Korea at War: Conflicts That Shaped
the World, Tuttle Publishing, 288 pages, published
June 6, 2023. The book is reviewed in [Asian Review of
Books].

Atul K. Shah, Inclusive and Sustainable Finance:
Leadership, Ethics and Culture, Routledge, 182 pages,
published October 25, 2022, reviewed in [LSE].

Michael Walzer, The Struggle for a Decent Politics:
On "Liberal" as an Adjective, Yale University Press,
184 pages, published February 14. 2023. For a review,
see [The New York Times].

Jefferson Cowie, Freedom’s Dominion: A Saga of
White Resistance to Federal Power, Basic Books, 512
pages, published November 22, 2022. Visit [London
Review of Books] to read a review.

Calls

The International Network of Genocide Scholars
(INoGS) and USC Dornsife Center for Advanced
Genocide Research invite proposals for their
convention of the International Network of Genocide
Scholars, scheduled for June 23-26, 2024, at the
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University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles.
The theme of the convention is “Genocide and Survivor
Communities: Agency, Resistance, Recognition.”
Abstract submission deadline is September 1, 2023.
For more information, see [USC].

The University of Bristol Law School invites paper
proposals for the 26th British Legal History
Conference, scheduled for July 3-6, 2024 and titled
“Insiders and Outsiders in the History of Law.” The
closing date for abstract submission is September 1,
2023. Details are available at [University of Bristol].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Technical Assistant to be based in
Mexico. Applications are accepted until June 9, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Administrator to be based in
Mexico. Applications are accepted until June 9, 2023.
More information is provided as_ [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Administrative Associate to be
based in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Applications are
accepted until June 18, 2023. More information is
provided as_[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Human Resources Assistant to be
based in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Applications are
accepted until June 18, 2023. More information is
provided as_ [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Special Assistant to be based in
Bridgetown, Barbados. Applications are accepted until
June 16, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Coordinator to be based in
Bujumbura, Burundi. Applications are accepted until
June 17, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
Administrative assistant to be based in Colombia.
Applications are accepted until June 19, 2023. More
information is provided as_[WFEP].
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The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
Associate to be based in Dominican Repubilic.
Applications are accepted until June 17, 2023. More
information is provided as_[WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Project
Manager to be based in Italy. Applications are
accepted until June 15, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an Intern
to be based in Accra, Ghana. Applications are accepted
until June 14, 2023. More information is provided as
[WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Management assistant to be based in Mauritania.
Applications are accepted until June 17, 2023. More
information is provided as_[WFEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Program Assistant, to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.
Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023. More
information is provided as_ [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a consultant, to be based in Mexico. Applications are
accepted until Jul 4, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a specialist, to be based in Maputo, Mozambique.
Applications are accepted until June 12, 2023. More
information is provided as_ [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an international Consultation, to be based in
Comoros. Applications are accepted until June 9, 2023.
More information is provided as_[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Chief Field Office, to be based in Man, Ivory Coast.
Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023. More
information is provided as_ [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Technical Officer, to be based in Copenhagen,
Denmark. Applications are accepted until Jul 14, 2023.
More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Graphic Design Consultant, to be based in
Copenhagen, Denmark. Applications are accepted until
June 16, 2023. More information is provided as_[WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Deputy Security Officer, to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.
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Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Consultant, to be based in Multiple locations.
Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Executive Assistant, to be based in Dhaka,
Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until June 16,
2023. More information is provided as_[WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Legal
Officer to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until June 15, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Special Assistant to be based in New York, United
States. Applications are accepted until Jul 16, 2023.
More information is provided as_ [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Information Management Officer to be based in
New York, United States. Applications are accepted
until Jul 16, 2023. More information is provided as
[UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Telecommunications Engineer to be based in New
York, United States. Applications are accepted until Jul
16, 2023. More information is provided as_[UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Executive Associate to be based in Libreville, Gabon.
Applications are accepted until June 8, 2023. More
information is provided as_ [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Resettlement Manager, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until Aug 2, 2023. More
information is provided as_[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Program Educator, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until Aug 2, 2023. More
information is provided as_[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Associate Director, to be based in Thailand.
Applications are accepted until Sep 4, 2023. More
information is provided as_[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Financial Empowerment Specialist, to be based in
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United States. Applications are accepted until Aug 2,
2023. More information is provided as_[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Coordinator, to be based in Kenya. Applications are
accepted until Sep 1, 2023. More information is
provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Technical Officer, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until June 23, 2023. More
information is provided as_[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Policy Officer, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until June 23, 2023. More
information is provided as_ [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Senior Fishery Officer, to be based in Seychelles.
Applications are accepted until Jul 14, 2023. More
information is provided as_[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Compliance Assistant, to be based in Kabul,
Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until June 16,
2023. More information is provided as_ [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Regional Gender Specialist, to be based in Kabul,
Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until June 16,
2023. More information is provided as_[FAQ].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a
Coordinator, to be based in Democratic Republic of
the Congo, United States. Applications are accepted
until Jul 1, 2023. More information is provided as_ [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Safeguard
Expert, to be based in Maiduguri, Nigeria. Applications
are accepted until Jul 1, 2023. More information is
provided as_[ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks an Assistant,
to be based in France. Applications are accepted until
June 30, 2023. More information is provided as_[ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Program
Manager, to be based in Nigeria. Applications are
accepted until June 25, 2023. More information is
provided as_[ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Human
Resource, to be based in Nigeria. Applications are
accepted until June 25, 2023. More information is

provided as_[ACF].
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The World Bank (WB) seeks an Education Specialist,
to be based in Lilongwe, Malawi. Applications are
accepted until June 16, 2023. More information is
provided as_[WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks Operations, to be based
in Washington DC, United States. Applications are
accepted until June 23, 2023. More information is
provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks Team Assistant, to be
based in Abuja, Nigeria. Applications are accepted until
June 16, 2023. More information is provided as_[WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks an Upstream, to be
based in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted
until June 15, 2023. More information is provided as
[WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Travel Assistant, to be
based in Chennai, India. Applications are accepted until
June 23, 2023. More information is provided as [WB].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Consultant to be based in Remote Work.
Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023. More
information is provided as_ [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Regional Program Officer, to be based in
Pretoria, South Africa. Applications are accepted until
June 16, 2023. More information is provided as_[IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Migration Health Nurse Officer, to be based
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted
until June 13, 2023. More information is provided as
[[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Human Resources Assistant, to be based in
Costa Rica. Applications are accepted until June 6,
2023. More information is provided as_[IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Information Management Assistant, to be
based in Costa Rica. Applications are accepted until
June 13, 2023. More information is provided as_[IOM].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Hydrogen energy economist
consultant, to be based in Panama City, Panama.
Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023. More
information is provided as_ [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Juneior Technical Analyst, to be
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based in Panama City, Panama. Applications are
accepted until June 22, 2023. More information is
provided as_ [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks an Economic Modelling Specialist, to
be based in Panama City, Panama. Applications are
accepted until June 12, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Technical Consultant, to be based in
Brazil. Applications are accepted until June 22, 2023.
More information is provided as_ [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Communications Advisor, to be
based in Panama City, Panama. Applications are

accepted until June 9, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Manager, to be based in Cambridge,
United Kingdom. Applications are accepted until June
18, 2023. More information is provided as_ [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Regional Program Coordinator, to
be based in Brussels, Belgium. Applications are
accepted until June 18, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Procurement Associate, to be
based in Copenhagen, Denmark. Applications are
accepted until June 16, 2023. More information is
provided as_ [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Risk management Senior Analyst,
to be based in Copenhagen, Denmark. Applications are
accepted until June 18, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Finance Associate, to be based in
Copenhagen, Denmark. Applications are accepted until
June 30, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].
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Amanda Jaroen (aj), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Edward Green
(eg), Han Zaw Aung (ha), Henning Glaser (hg),
Kanokphong Visetvoharn, Khin Ohmmar Moe (km), Lucas
Meier (Im), Muhammad Hussain Amin (mhs), Natalie
Svinina (ns), Nath Kusolsong (nk), Peer Morten

Strantzen (ms), Sheikh Afif Bin Zaman (as), Syed Faizal
Aljunied (sfa), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom, Wai
Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Worrawit Sirijintana (ws), Riana
Yusnita Sari (ys), Yves Nunticha Bowonnaowarux (ynb)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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