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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue, with apologies for the slight delay
caused by a technical issue in our mail sending system.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Iceland's
National Day and The Philippines’ Independence Day
this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Top banks reduce interest rates on
deposits and seven-day reverse repo

(ms) In response to the lack of expected economic
recovery after nearly three years of zero-COVID,
China's largest banks are following government calls
and cutting interest rates, in part significantly on
various investments.

The Industrial & Commercial Bank of China Ltd, the
Agricultural Bank of China Ltd, the Bank of China Ltd,
the Bank of Communications Co. and the China
Construction Bank Corp, announced that effective
from June 8, the interest rates on their three-year and
five-year deposits will be cut by 15 basis points, the
annualized interest rates on demand deposits by 5
basis points and two-year deposits by 10 basis points.

In addition, on June 13, the Peoples Bank of China
(PBC), the country's central bank, lowered the seven-
day reverse repo, from 2 to 1.9 percent, when USD 280



million of the widely used instrument was sold to
provide liquidity. The seven-day reverse repo rate sets
the cost of seven-day lending by the central bank.
Lowering the rate lowers the cost of short-term
borrowing and increases liquidity in China's financial
system. The PBC justified the move by saying that the
lending rate cut was executed to "maintain reasonably
sufficient liquidity in the banking system." [Financial
Times] [South China Morning Post 1]

The measures, which are intended to further stimulate
the economy, come after the monthly economic report
of the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) of China for
April of this year in particular showed that the targeted
recovery of the Chinese economy after the end of the
zero-COVID strategy is lagging behind expectations and
forecasts growth stalling and investment in the
important real estate sector in China even declining
[see AIR No. 20, May/2023, 3].

The precarious situation is also reflected in the rhetoric
during the Lujiazui Economic Forum in Shanghai.
Officials speaking at the forum particularly emphasized
the resilience of the Chinese economy, a choice of
words that, according to observers, has often been
used in the past to downplay the need for strong
economic stimulus in response to a lack of economic
success.

Despite this negative outlook, Li Yunzhe, party
secretary of the newly established National
Administration of Financial Regulation (NAFR), the
country's top financial regulatory institution [see AiR
No. 21, May/2023, 4], continues to be optimistic,
assuring in his first speech in his new position that
there is "no change in China's role as the main driver of
global growth." Furthermore, he announced in his
speech to further expand economic control and to
close any form of loopholes or similar regulatory gaps.
[South China Morning Post 2]

Referring to the interest rate cuts that followed his
speech, Li stressed the importance of increasing
lending by state-owned banks to further boost national
demand, especially benefiting the country's green
economy, above all the electric car industry. Li also
pledged generous investments in housing
redevelopment in mega cities and infrastructure
projects through the NAFR. [Bloomberg] [South China
Morning Post 3]

China: CCDI announces continuation of
Xi's anti-corruption campaign
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(ms) The Central Commission for Discipline Inspection
(CCDI), China's top anti-corruption body, pledged in a
June 6 statement in the government newspaper
People's Daily to continue the anti-corruption
campaign that has been in effect since 2012, when
President Xi Jinping first took office.

The campaign, according to an estimate by the Indo-
Pacific Centre for Strategic Communications (IPCSC),
has resulted in the punishment and or conviction of
over 110,000 party members since 2012, hitting both
"tigers" and "flies," meaning both high-ranking and
low-ranking local party members alike. [Indo-Pacific
Centre for Strategic Communications]

Among other things, the CCDI says in the text that "
[they] will maintain a strict tone, strict measures and
strict atmosphere in the long term and carry out the
party's great self-revolution to the end." The areas on
which the CCDI wants to maintain particularly "high
pressure" are China's finance, state-owned enterprises,
universities, sports, and agriculture.

With this article, the CCDI joins several state
institutions that, within their spheres of competence,
have publicly and effectively embraced the ideology
put forward by Xi during the Two-Session held in
March, during which he embarked on an
unprecedented third term as president of China [see
AiR No. 11, March/2023, 2; AiR No. 12, March/2023, 3].
[South China Moring Post 1]

In line with the emphasis on the importance of the
campaign, Fan Yifei, the former deputy governor of the
People's Bank of China, the country's central bank, was
expelled from the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
after the CCDI launched an investigation against him in
November last year [see AR No. 45, November/2022,
2], according to reports by Chinese state broadcasters.

He is accused of "serious violation of discipline and
law," an often-used euphemism for corruption, in
addition to a variety of different offenses, mostly
related to abuse of power.

Since Xi has placed the country's financial system at
the center of his anti-corruption campaign in 2021, Fan
is the highest-ranking central banker to date known to
be investigated. [Caxin Global] [Reuters] [South China
Morning Post 2]

China: Legal institutions plan tougher
crackdown on cyber-violence
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(ms) A draft law jointly issued by the Supreme People's
Court, the Supreme People's Procuratorate and the
Ministry of Public Security aims to crack down more
severely on illegal and criminal acts of cyber-violence.

The document noted that illegal online behaviors,
including online defamation, online insults,
infringement of personal information, offline nuisance,
and malicious marketing hype driven by cyberbullying,
should be lawfully punished.

Illegal and criminal activities of cyberbullying targeting
minors people with disabilities but also women shall
be prosecuted particularly severely, especially the
latter is surprising to a certain extent, as women, who
are disproportionately often victims of the above listed
offenses, have so far received little protection and
support from the government, which is why it remains
to be seen to what extent the protection of women will
actually increase if the law is approved.

The relevant Chinese authorities released the draft on
June 9 to solicit public opinion, and the consultation
period is expected to continue until June 25, after
which the law is expected to be passed shortly after.
[China Daily] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China: Internet regulator plans to crack
down on Bluetooth and Co

(ms) The Cyberspace Administration of China, the
country's top Internet regulator, on June 6 unveiled
draft legislation for a month-long public consultation
that aims to restrict the use of wireless file-sharing
services such as Bluetooth and AirDrop, while at the
same time strengthening control and tracking of
potential offenders.

At the core of the draft is the goal of making service
providers responsible for preventing the spread of
"harmful and illegal information" and requiring them
to store personal data and, if necessary, hand them
over to the security authorities in order to better
combat criminal activity. In addition, the new
regulations would require the use of a clear name
when using the services, which should also facilitate
monitoring.

The reason for the action against the services is their
potential importance for the dissemination of content
critical of the government, but also for the
coordination of protest movements, since unlike the
usual route via the Internet, the Chinese government
cannot monitor the shared content via wireless
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filesharing services under its nationwide "Great
Firewall".

In particular, during the anti-government protests in
Hong Kong in 2019, protesters primarily turned to
AirDrop to communicate outside of the surveillance of
the Chinese government. [9to5Mac] [BBC] [South
China Morning Post] [The Guardian]

An introduction of the bill, which seems very likely in
the same or only slightly adapted form, would be just
another step in the curtailment of freedom on the
Internet and the expansion of the control apparatus.
Only in November last year, on the advice of the
Chinese government, Apple restricted the function of
its AirDrop service by issuing a China-exclusive update
that no longer allowed users to use AirDrop
permanently, but only for 10 minutes at a time. Users
were also no longer able to receive content via the
service from people who were not in their contacts,
which considerably limited the use of the service for
the large-scale dissemination of protest materials, for
example [see AiR No. 46, November/2022, 3].

China: Xi calls for acceleration in
desertification countermeasures

(ms) During a visit by China's President Xi Jinping to the
northern Chinese province of Inner Mongolia from
June 5 to 6, he stressed the continued importance of
combating desertification in the face of increasingly
frequent dust clouds and sandstorms in the north of
the country.

The expansion of the Gobi Desert in the north of the
country is an ongoing problem and one that is only
being accelerated by climate change. From January to
April alone, 11 dust events occurred in northern China,
the highest number in the last ten years, three of
which were classified as sandstorms, one of which was
the third strongest since the turn of the millennium.

China's main effort to counter desertification is the
Three-North Shelterbelt Project, which aims to
increase forest density on a large scale in the border
regions of the desert and thus prevent its expansion.
The Chinese government is working closely with the
government of neighboring Mongolia on this project,
which they discussed during the visit of the Mongolian
foreign minister to Beijing in early May [see AR No. 19,
May/2023, 2].

During his visit to Inner Mongolia, Xi stressed the
importance of continuing the efforts and called for the
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completion of the Three-North Shelterbelt project in
the next 10 years, which would require a significant
acceleration of the efforts. [South China Morning Post]

Also, in relation to dangerous natural events, the
Ministry of Emergency Management announced to
expand the flood protection and disaster relief of the
country. The south of China, which has increasingly
been the victim of flooding in recent years, is to benefit
particularly from this. In addition to increased local
support for the affected population, the plans also
include preventive measures such as combating
torrential flooding and flooding of small and medium-
sized rivers, as well as ensuring the safety of small and
medium-sized water reservoirs. [Xinhua]

China: Xi repeats goal to forge a "great
wall of steal”

(ms) During Xi's multi-day visit to northern China's
Inner Mongolia, he doubled-down on the goal to forge
a "great wall of steal" at China's national bordersin a
speech to the provincial military command.

The term "great wall of steal" comes from a speech Xi
gave during the Two-Sessions in mid-March, in which
he articulated the goal to transform the People's
Liberation Army (PLA) into a "great wall of steel" that
"effectively safeguards national sovereignty, security,
and development interests" [see AIR No. 11,
March/2023, 2].

Exact details of how the transformation will take place
remained unclear, but Xi did provide at least some
information. Xi called for intensifying troop training
and improving combat readiness, accelerating capacity
building in information technology-based border
defense and control, changing the way border defense
tasks are performed, tightening military discipline,
maintaining good troop order, and promoting more
border defense experts. However, exactly what Xi
envisions and how the training will proceed is not yet
known. [CCTV via Youtube in Chinese] [CCTV+] [CGTN]
[Xinhua]

China: Introduction of new cultural law
enforcement officers

(ms) A uniform ceremony at the end of May for the
"wenguan", the Cultural Management Law
Enforcement Force, caused an uproar, especially on
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Chinese social media platforms, and concerns about a
possible further tightening of the Chinese control
apparatus.

The wenguan is not new per se, having existed in China
since the 1990s, but it re-entered the public eye after
they fined a comedy troupe USD 2 million after one of
its members made a joke about the Chinese People's
Liberation Army in a stand-up program [see AiR No. 21,
May/2023, 4]. The ceremony just a few days later, in
which the department has now also received new
uniforms, is seen as a sign of tightening cultural
control.

Reinforcing this assumption is strengthening the
Comprehensive Administrative Law Enforcement
agents, also known as enforcers of state law and order
policy on the street. It is composed of three subgroups.
First, in the area of agriculture, the “nongguan” are
primarily responsible for the country's rural regions,
then their urban counterparts in the form of the
“chengguan”, and lastly, the wenguan, who have
already been introduced, are responsible for culture.

While the chengguan have been quite prominent in
individual cities in China for some time, taking strong
action against street vendors, among other things, the
nongguan have only recently seen their presence
intensified. In April of this year, there were increasing
reports that the nongguan had begun with the
enforcement of newly introduced bans on home
gardening of certain fruits and vegetables in some
cities in China among other things, the Nongguan
allegedly sprayed fields with lime, required villagers to
plant ginger fields with rice, destroyed tobacco crops,
demolished houses, and confiscated livestock. [China
Digital Times 1][Radio Free Asia 1]

China's Internet users now fear that the Chinese
police, in the form of the wenguan, will take increased
and stricter action against potentially problematic
content. The official task of the wenguan is to ensure
that cultural material in any form is in line with the
values of the Chinese Communist Party or, as the
official text puts it, in accordance with the "main
melody." In particular, they have the task of defending
the "Two Establishments," namely "the establishment
of Xi Jinping as the "core" of the Party and the
establishment of Xi Jinping Thought as the leading
force of the New Era."

It has the authority to crack down on any form of
"culture," i.e., film and television, cultural content on
the Internet, as well as crack down on journalists who
do not have sufficient accreditation to conduct
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interviews or otherwise carry out their work. [China
Digital Times 2] [Radio Free Asia 2]

China: Hong Kong top court accepts
appeal against acquittal of human rights
activist Chow Hang-tung

(ms) Hong Kong's Court of Final Appeal has allowed the
appeal of the Justice Department against the acquittal
of well-known Hong Kong human rights activist Chow
Hang-tung and has set the date for the appeal in
November this year.

Chow was co-chairwoman of the now defunct Hong
Kong Alliance in Support of Patriotic Democratic
Movements of China, a group famous for organizing
and carrying out annual vigils for the 1989 Tiananmen
Square incident in the city. The starting point for the
current appeal was her conviction in early 2022, in
which she has been sentenced to 15 months in prison
for allegedly inciting others to participate in the then-
banned vigil [see AIR No. 2, January/2022, 2].

Chow appealed against this sentence and was
acquitted by the city's High Court in December last
year, and it is this sentence that the Hong Kong
government is now seeking to challenge. The Court of
Final Appeal said that the legal issue raised by the
Justice Department that led to Chow's acquittal was "of
great and general importance".

At the appeal hearing in November, the court
announced it would address the questions of whether
Chow incited others to participate in a banned public
gathering, whether the legality of the state ban may be
challenged in court, and how the court would
determine whether such a challenge is valid. [Hong
Kong Free Press]

In addition to the current reopened case, there are a
variety of other lawsuits against Chow and the other
leaders of the Hong Kong Alliance in Support of
Patriotic Democratic Movements of China. Just as
recently as March, the three senior members were
sentenced to 4.5 months imprisonment after being
found guilty of failing to comply with a national security
police request for information [see AIR No. 11,
March/2023, 2].

China: Record number of students write
gaokao; Xi Jinping's thoughts important
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exam content

(ms) This year's “gaokao”, the nationwide college
entrance examinations, began on June 7, with nearly
13 million students taking part, a new record that does
not signal an end to persistently high youth
unemployment. An important content component of
this year's test was the ideology promoted by
President Xi Jinping.

Youth unemployment in China is rising steadily and
reached its highest level ever in April this year at 20.4
percent, according to a report by the National Bureau
of Statistics (NBS) of China [see AIR No. 20, May/2023,
3]. Although the Chinese government has already
announced various measures to strengthen the
generally weakening Chinese economy, the economy is
currently unable to absorb the record amount of new
labor and since no decline in the number of graduates
is expected in the next few years, it can be assumed
that the problem will continue to haunt the Chinese
government in the long term. [Al Jazeera] [CNN]

In addition to the sheer volume of participants, the
content covered in the test also attracted attention.
According to reports, Xi Jinping's Thoughts as well as
speeches and appearances of the Chinese president
were the content of various tasks. For example, in one
of the Gaokao assignments, which went viral on
Chinese social media platforms, students were asked
to reflect on Xi's remarks earlier this year and in 2014.

The institution's National Education Examinations
Authority (NEEA) responsible for creating the
questions, confirmed these reports, justifying the
decision that by asking these questions they would
boost young people's confidence in China and their
support for Xi, so they could "understand the power of
truth and master the right way of thinking."

While it is not unusual for the tests to ask political and
party-oriented questions, the extent and focus on Xi
Jinping is quite unusual. The reason for this could be
the campaign launched in the course of the Two
Sessions, which calls for the intensive study of Xi
Jinping's Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era, Xi's doctrine that was
incorporated into China's constitution in 2018. [South
China Morning Post]

China: Fugitive on Interpol wanted list
turns herself in after 23 years on the run
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(ms) Guo Jiefang, a former police officer from southern
Guangdong Province turned herself in after leaving the
country in 2000 when she was investigated for taking
bribes.

Guo is accused of taking bribes not so much in her role
as a low-ranking traffic police officer, but in her role as
the wife of the then former chief of the traffic police
detachment in Guangzhou, Zhang Linsheng, who had
allegedly used her as a middle woman to take bribes of
USD 500-700 thousand.

Zhang was also separately investigated and sentenced
to death in 2003, but his sentence was reduced to 18
years and 3 months imprisonment due to good
behavior.

Guo represents the 62nd fugitive to be repatriated to
China under Sky Net. The Sky Net operation is a secret
operation by China's Ministry of Public Security to
arrest Chinese nationals abroad who are guilty of
financial crimes, according to Chinese security
authorities. The operation was launched in 2015 and is
being used to crack down on political dissidents and
government critics abroad and to return them to
China. [China Daily] [Global Times]

Japan: Fifth court rules that same-sex
marriage ban is unconstitutional

(eg) On May 7, the Fukuoka District Court ruled that
Japan's lack of legal recognition for same-sex marriage
is unconstitutional, the fifth such ruling on the topic.

The court ruled that the country's Civil Code, which
does not include marriage for same-sex couples within
its scope, violates Article 24, Clause 2 of the Japanese
constitution, which requires marriage to be based on
individual dignity and equality between the sexes.

This ruling comes amid growing calls for Japan to
protect the rights of sexual minorities. Japan is now the
only country in the G-7 to not recognize same-sex
marriage. A bill put forward by the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party to promote LGBTQ understanding is
expected to be approved by parliament in the coming
weeks. [Japan Times 1]

The plaintiffs’ case is the fifth of six cases that were put
forward in 2019 which argued that the lack of legal
recognition of same-sex marriage is unconstitutional.
Sapporo District Court was the first to decide that the
ban was unconstitutional, followed by Tokyo District
Court, which described the ban as being in a “state of
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unconstitutionality”. This was followed by Nagoya
District Court's similar ruling last week. In contrast,
Osaka District Court did not believe the ban
contravened the constitution.

However, the Fukuoka ruling was less explicit in calling
the ban unconstitutional than the Nagoya ruling, citing
the alternative pathways to partnership that could be
undertaken by same-sex couples, for example the
partnership system in place in more than 300
municipalities. The court also rejected the plaintiff's
demands for state compensation. [Japan Times 2] [The
Mainichi]

Japan: Controversial amendments to
immigration law passed by Diet

(eg) The Japanese parliament passed controversial
amendments to the country's immigration system to
ease the process of deportation on June 9.

The law was passed by the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP), alongside its coalition partner Komeito and
several other conservative-leaning parties.

The amendments aim to tackle the long waiting times
in the refugee status application system and other
violations of the country’'s immigration laws. Applicants
will now be able to be deported regardless of the
status of their application if suspected of having
applied excessive times. The amendments will also
strengthen the means to deport foreign nationals who
have failed to comply with immigration regulations.

The bill has been controversial due to its potential to
send refugees back to dangerous conditions in their
home countries, putting their lives in danger.
Opponents have also argued it could lead to children,
born and raised in Japan, being deported from their
homes.

However, the amended law will provide “quasi-refugee”
status to those who do not meet the full criteria for
refugee status, but also cannot be safely sent back to
their home country. The revisions will also allow
applicants to live outside immigration facilities under
external monitoring, to ease the long detention times.

Critics say these measures are insufficient and place
too heavy a burden on the authorities to monitor
asylum seekers. To protest the measures being passed
by the Diet, protests occurred outside, while the main
opposition party submitted an unsuccessful motion to
censure the justice minister.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vnurjl-l-tu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vnurjl-l-il/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vnurjl-l-il/

Japan currently accepts far fewer refugees than
comparable developed countries. While the United
States accepts tens of thousands of asylum seekers
annually, Japan accepted 202 people in 2022. Criticism
of the immigration system has grown recently,
especially after a 33-year-old Sri Lankan woman died in
detention in 2021. [Asahi Shimbun] [Kyodo News]

Japan: Largest opposition party opposes a
snap general election

(eg) Japan's largest opposition party, the Constitutional
Democratic Party (CDP), stated its opposition to any
attempt by the Kishida government to call a snap
general election, calling it a “waste of taxpayer
money".

It is widely speculated that the Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida will attempt to call a general election by
dissolving the Lower House of the parliament before
the current parliamentary session ends on June 21.

It is an advantageous time for the Prime Minister to
call a snap election given his relatively high approval
rating following the G-7 Hiroshima summit and the
positive economic outlook. Moreover, his Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) would benefit from the current
disunited state of the opposition, where the Nippon
Ishin no Kai party is vying to usurp the CDP as the
second-largest party. [Japan Times 1]

A successful election outcome would increase the
Prime Minister's political capital and give him more
leverage in the upcoming cabinet reshuffle and LDP
leadership election.

While the CDP criticized the idea of Prime Minister
Kishida calling an early general election, Nippon Ishin
encouraged him to do so. However, the CDP has
suggested it may submit a motion of no-confidence in
the government in protest of increased defense
spending, which would give the Prime Minister
grounds to dissolve the Lower House and call an
election.

The Democratic Party for the People (DPP) said that
the Prime Minister has no choice but to dissolve the
Lower House before Friday, before the emperor leaves
for Indonesia. However, the government has since
suggested the emperor is not required to be in the
country in order to dissolve the Lower House and call
an election. [Japan Times 2] [Japan News]
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Japan: Lower house committee passes bill
to promote LGBTQ understanding

(eg) A parliamentary committee of Japan's House of
Representatives approved a bill to promote the
understanding of sexual minorities on June 9, a key
step before its passage through the Lower House.

The legislation seeks to foster understanding among
the public regarding LGBTQ topics, and states that
current public understanding is insufficient. However,
the bill does not enshrine any legal rights or
protections to sexual minorities.

The bill's current form is the culmination of a dispute
between the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and
two opposition parties, which contended over the
wording of the bill. The four parties sponsoring the bill
agreed to include the anglicism “gender identity”,
written as jenda aidentiti, rather than its ambiguous
Japanese translation in order to avoid intra-party
conflict over gender self-identification.

The bill was approved by the committee at an
unusually quick pace, as the government forced the bill
through by cutting the time for deliberation. The bill is
likely to be approved by the parliament’s two
chambers by the end of next week.

Certain opposition parties, including the Constitutional
Democratic Party (CDP) and Japanese Communist Party
(JCP), voted against the bill, instead advocating for
another piece of legislation which would grant
concrete legal rights and protection against
discrimination to sexual minorities. [Japan Times]

Japan: Economy grows faster than
expected with strong investment

(eg) The Japanese economy outdid predictions by
growing faster than expected, with annualized GDP
expanding by 2.7 percent in the January-March period,
far up from the initial prediction of 1.6 percent.

Stronger-than-expected growth is concurrent with the
country’s stocks reaching their highest level in three
decades, with businesses investment also at high
levels. Revised figures also showed that Japan avoided
a recession at the end of last year.

Japan's positive economic situation comes amid a
difficult period for the wider global economy, with high
interest rates and inflation. However, analysts have
forecasted slower growth for the rest of the year, as
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depressed demand for exports weakens business
investment, and inflation and real-wage declines
dampen consumer spending.

Japan's economic output is still below its 2019 levels,
suggesting that the current economic trends are still
part of the country’s recovery from its COVID-19
restrictions. Japan maintained restrictions and was
closed to foreign tourists for a longer period than
other similarly sized developed economies.

But despite some concerning measures like consumer
spending, analysts continue to forecast economic
growth. There is speculation that the Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida may capitalize the positive economic
news to call a snap election, a premise which the Prime
Minister has denied. [Japan Times]

Japan: Opposition party Nippon Ishin hit
by sexual assault scandals

(eg) The recently successful opposition party Nippon
Ishin no Kai, or the Japan Innovation Party, has been
subject to intense scrutiny following a slew of sexual
harassment scandals.

The party vacillated in disciplining caucus leader
Osamu Sasawaga, who was accused of harassing a
member of Osaka’s municipal assembly in 2015.
Furthermore, sources indicate that multiple party
members have been subject to harassment, and the
party recently had to apologize following an
inappropriate statement given by a municipal
assembly member in Fukuoka.

Alongside this, an Osaka prefectural assembly member
was expelled from the party after it emerged that he
had failed to submit political fund reports over a space
of two years.

Nippon Ishin is a relatively new party that grew out of a
local reform movement in Osaka and has now set a
target of surpassing the Constitutional Democratic
Party (CDP) as the main opposition party. It is often
described as conservative, reformist, and populist in its
policy. [Nikkei Asia]

The party performed successfully in local elections and
by-elections in April, taking seats in the dominant
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)'s strongholds. The party
also increased its local assembly seats fourfold, and
took the governorship of Nara, its second
governorship aside from its city-of-origin Osaka.
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In response to the scandals, the party has held study
sessions to increase discipline. Only recently
successful, many of Nippon Ishin’s representatives are
political neophytes with a lack of discipline, which may
threaten the party’s goal of replacing the CDP as the
country’s largest opposition force. [Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Ruling LDP lawmakers discuss
exporting lethal arms

(eg) Lawmakers in Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) have recently engaged in discussions to lift
the country's restrictions on exporting lethal aid and
defense equipment.

The authorities currently operate within the three
principles compiled under the late Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, which limit exports to certain equipment
types like aid transport and restrict exports to
countries with which Japan has an established security
relationship.

Changes have been underway to revise these
regulations. In March 2022, Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida included within the restrictions countries that
have been invaded, in order to supply aid to Ukraine.
As of yet, aid to Ukraine has only included bullet-proof
vests and drones, despite Ukraine's requests for more
lethal aid to defend against the Russian invasion.

Seeking to revise the restrictions on arms exports,
lawmakers within the LDP found no explicit wording
that prohibits the export of equipment designed to kill,
such as jets and tanks. The defense minister stated on
1 June that the three principles say nothing about the
legality of exporting lethal weapons.

While lawmakers within the ruling LDP are moving to
revise the restrictions, it is currently unclear whether
the government will adopt the policy of exporting
deadly equipment. To do so could risk conflict with the
LDP's coalition partner Komeito, which is an explicitly
pacifist party. [Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Foreign aid to be refocused
towards maritime and economic security

(eg) The Japanese government approved an overhaul
of national aid policy on June 9, with a new focus on
national security and the security of other developing
countries.
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The revisions to the Development Cooperation Charter
come two years before its due date, which was
supposed to be ten years after the previous revision in
2015. The early changes come amid perceived threats
to national security posed by Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, and China’s growing regional influence.

The new Development Cooperation Charter will set
aside JPY 571 billion (USD 4.1 billion) for non-military
development, and JPY 2 billion (USD 15.2 million) to
strengthen the national security of Indo-Pacific allies.
The aid under the charter will seek to promote peace
and prosperity.

However, the new aid strategy will also include official
security assistance, or OSA. This is designed to provide
developing nations, primarily in the Indo-Pacific region,
with Japanese-made, non-lethal military equipment.
The new OSA comes with Japan’s new National Security
Strategy, which has doubled defense spending to JPY
43 trillion (USD 310 billion).

The Foreign Ministry highlights the importance of aid
to developing nations as a key tool to earn the co-
operation of the Global South in the diplomatic front
against Russian and Chinese assertiveness, and to
promote the rules-based and democratic international
order, a vision shared with the United States.

The new charter also highlights the importance of
combatting climate change, and the food and energy
crises brought about by the war in Ukraine. Also
responding to the fallout of the Russian invasion, the
charter emphasizes maritime security and
strengthening supply chains. [AP_News]

Japan: Nine more industries to be covered
by foreign worker visas

(eg) The Japanese government has approved a reform
to immigration policy that will open a pathway to
permanent residency for foreign workers in nine more
industries.

The changes concern the Class Il visa, the holders of
which must have specific qualifications to be permitted
to reside in the country indefinitely and bring family
members. Previously, Class Il visas were limited to the
fields of construction and shipbuilding. Now, the visa
will cover industries such as food and beverage
manufacturing, industrial machinery manufacturing
and agriculture.
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The reform comes amid calls from business leaders to
combat labor shortages. The visa program was
introduced in 2019 to plug shortages in manpower, but
at the end of March 2023, only 11 people held Class Il
visas. More than 150,000 hold Class | visas, but can
only reside in Japan for five years, and cannot bring
family members. Class | visa holders can apply for
Class Il, provided they pass language and skills exams.

While the country is trying to attract foreign workers, it
is facing stiff competition from South Korea and
Taiwan, which have fewer hurdles in the visa
application. For example, Taiwan does not require
language proficiency, unlike Japan. As a consequence,
Taiwan currently is a more popular destination among
Vietnamese migrants than Japan, and is home to
730,000 migrant workers in total.

The government's recent expansion of the foreign
blue-collar worker scheme marks a major shift in
opening the country to migrant workers and loosening
the restrictive immigration system. [Asahi Shimbun]
[Kyodo News 1] [Kyodo News 2]

Japan: Government may postpone tax rise
to fund defense spending

(eg) Japan may roll back the start of tax hikes to cover
an increase in the defense budget from 2024 to 2025,
although the funding will be covered by non-tax
revenue in the meantime.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has promised to spend
JPY 43 trillion on defense over five years up to 2027,
which the government has planned to fund through
rises in corporation, income and tobacco taxes,
alongside additional fiscal reforms.

However, the government is facing pressure from
within the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) to
postpone tax rises. Furthermore, given the speculation
that the Prime Minister may call a snap election, the
tax rises will likely be pushed back to not damage the
LDP's attractiveness to voters. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Cabinet adopts first space security
blueprint

(dqgl) The Japanese government adopted on June 13 the
country’s first space security blueprint, under which
Japan aims to better utilize the frontier for defense
purposes over the next ten years.
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The center peace of the blueprint lies in a plan to
strengthen information-gathering systems to enhance
the effectiveness of counterstrike capabilities, the
acquisition of which Japan pledged to push for in the
latest National Security Strategy adopted last
December [see AR No. 51, December/2022, 3].

In addition, the government intends to advance
Japanese defense projects by making use of private-
sector space technologies, to deepen cooperation with
the US and other allies to defend satellites and to
acquire capabilities which allow the Self-Defense
Forces to disrupt the command and information
communication systems of other nations. [Kyodo
News]

Mongolia: Cabinet adopts cyber security
procedures

(dqgl) The Mongolian Cabinet approved on June 7
procedures to ensure cyber security in the country.
Under the new procedures, the government will create
a legal environment to mitigate cyber risks and
introduce prerequisite requirements and regulations
for preventing, detecting, and responding to
cybercrimes in activities of public and private
organizations. [Montsame]

North Korea: Suicide prevent order issued
by Kim Jong-un

(dgl) According to reports of media outlets, a secret
order for local authorities to prevent suicides has been
issued by North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and
delivered in emergency meetings in each province of
the party committee leaders at the provincial, city and
county levels.

The move comes amid data that reveal a rise increase

in people committing self-killing this year, according to
North Korean government officials, cited by Radio Free
Asia.

South Korea's National Intelligence Service, the
country’s chief intelligence agency, reported last month
that suicides saw an increase in suicides of about 40
percent compared to last year. It also claimed that
many internal unrest factors in North Korea due to the
hardships of people are existing and that violent
crimes are also on the rise as people struggle to make
ends meet. [Radio Free Asia]
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North Korea: Scope of crackdowns on
illegal activity expanded under 2020 Social
Security Regulation Act

(dql) Seoul-based online newspaper Daily NK reports
that it has obtained the text of the “Social Security
Regulation Act” (SSRA) that was approved the Standing
Committee of North Korea's parliament in 2020 to
People’'s Security Regulation Act (PSRA).

Compared with the PSRA, the SSRA widened the scope
of the regulation’s subject by replacing the PSRA's
“persons that break law and order to a degree not fully
sufficient to be liable to criminal prosecution,” with
“institutions, corporations, organizations or citizens
that behave unlawfully to a degree not fully sufficient
to be liable to criminal prosecution,” with “citizens” also
including “citizens of other countries that are residing
or staying in our country.”

In addition, the police are allowed to carry out
investigations beyond the area of their jurisdiction, a
clause that expands the scope in which the law can be
used to crackdown on criminal activity and that was
not provided in the PSRA). [Daily NK]

North Korea: Suspected USD 35 million
crypto robbery

(dqgl) The Lazarus Group, widely seen as cybercrime
group run by the North Korean government, is
suspected to be responsible for a theft of at least USD
35 million from a popular cryptocurrency service.

The robbery marks the latest in a string of hacks of
cryptocurrency firms, believed to be linked to the
North Korean regime. The stolen assets are said to be
used to finance the regime’s nuclear and ballistic
weapons programs. [Elliptic] [CNN]

According to findings of UK-based compliance
company Elliptic, known for its blockchain analysis tool
that provides cryptocurrency exchanges and financial
services with anti-money laundering software, North
Korea is behind the total of USD 2.3 billion of losses in
cryptocurrency from businesses from 2017-2022, with
Japan (USD 721 million), Vietham (USD 540 million), the
U.S. (USD 497 million) and Hong Kong (USD 281 million)
having suffered the biggest losses [see AIR No. 21,
May/2023, 4].
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South Korea: President promises to back
local chipmakers in “all-out war” in chip
industry competition

(dql) President Yoon Suk-yeol has pledged to provide
local chipmakers with interagency support. He made
the pledge at a meeting on June 8 in which he called
the competition in the chip industry an “all-out war,”
referring to amid the intensifying tech competition
between the US and China.

Attended by senior officials, lawmakers, and industry
experts, the meeting discussed ways to maintain South
Korea's edge in memory chips and to secure the
equipment, materials and talent required to keep chip
rivals at arm’s length.

The Industry Ministry, meanwhile, announced that that
will present a fund dedicated to those goals within the
year. It added that research and development on next-
generation chips will be expanded and concrete steps
for strengthening cooperation in the chipmaker
industry between South Korea and the US revealed.
[The Korea Herald] [Ministry of Trade, Industry and
Energy, South Korea]

This came shortly before South Korean prosecutors
indicted on June 12 a former Samsung executive for
colluding with competitors to establish a copycat
factory in Xi'an in China, about 1.5 kilometers away
from a Samsung semiconductor factory.

The 65-year-old defendant has been charged with
leaking engineering data from the company’s
semiconductor factory, along with description of core
production processes and design drawings and the
company's floor plan. [CNN]

South Korea: Major labor union to boycott
trilateral labor/management/government
consultative body

(dql) The Federation of Korean Trade Unions (FKTU),
one of South Korea's two major labor umbrella groups
with 1.2 million members, will suspend its participation
in the Economic, Social and Labor Council, as
announced after an emergency meeting on June 7.

Established in 1999, the Economic, Social and Labor
Council is a trilateral consultative body which has
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served as the only dialogue platform between labor,
management and the government.

The FKTU's cited for its decision to boycott the Council
the government's use of force against one of its
members during a sit-in rally on May 31.

The decision is likely to affect talks over the minimum
wage for next year, as the committee responsible for
agreeing next year's minimum wage was scheduled to
meet up for a third round of negotiations on June 8.
The committee has the same general makeup as the
Council.

It has also raised concerns about damaging the
country’s entire economy, already struggling with a
slump in exports and worsening profitability of
companies. [Asia News Network] [The Korea Times]
[Pulse News]

For the position and “anti-union drive” of President
Yoon Suk-yeol who warned that “[lJabor unions clinging
to their vested rights are tantamount to acts of
plunder, depriving young generations of future
opportunities and hopes,” see [The Korea Herald].

South Korea: State auditor to investigate
high-ranking officials of election
commission

(dqgl) The National Election Commission (NEC)
announced on June 9 its decision to accept an
investigation of the Board of Audit and Inspection
(BAI), the South Korea's state auditor, into nepotism
allegations in the context of employment practices
involving the commission’s involving high-ranking
officials.

The decision reverses the election watchdog's initial
refusal to allow an inspection by the last week, citing
its status as an independent agency. The change came
amid mounting criticism from the public and political
circles after it was revealed that at least 11 NEC
officials have made use of their power and position to
help their children obtain employment within the
agency [see AiR No. 23, June/2023, 1].

It also came after the Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights
Commission, which is conducting its own investigation,
announced to expand the probe to review all
employment and promotion cases within the NEC over
the past seven years, with total of 32 officials mobilized
involved in a 38-day on-site inspection and the
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extension of the investigation period to be considered
upon review. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Opposition party votes down
bills on arrest warrants for won
lawmakers

(dgl) The South Korean main opposition Democratic
Party (DP) has used its majority in the parliament to
vote down bills that seek parliament’s consent in
issuing arrest warrants for two of its lawmakers.

The lawmakers are accused of bribing fellow party
lawmakers ahead of the DP's convention in May 2021
in an apparent attempt to secure votes for Song
Young-gil who eventually won the race for the party's
leadership. Seoul prosecutors assume that a total of
USD 732,000 was distributed to DP lawmakers to solicit
votes for Song. [The Korea Herald]

Meanwhile, a consulting company in Seoul was raided
on the same day by investigators of the Seoul Central
District Prosecutors Office.

The raid was part of an investigation into alleged illegal
election funding involving Song, with prosecutors
suspecting that a think tank paid consulting fees to the
company on behalf of Song's campaign during the
party's leadership election in 2021 and signed a false
service contract to conceal the transaction. [Yonhap
News Agency]

South Korea: First National Security
Strategy paper under President Yoon
highlights North Korea threat

(dgl) The office of President Yoon Suk-yeol its National
Security Strategy (NSS) paper on June 7, the first since
Yoon assumed power in May last year and the firstin
five years in general.

Calling on South Korea to become a “global pivotal
state for freedom, peace and prosperity,” and
presenting the policies, strategies, and goals of the
Yoon administration to address current and future
security challenges, the NSS identified North Korea's
continued advancement of its nuclear and other
weapons of mass destruction capabilities as the “most
pressing” issue.
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It emphasizes he crucial role the trilateral security
cooperation among South Korea, the US and Japan
plays in addressing and countering Pyongyang's
nuclear and missile threats and highlights the
“compelling need to transform the deteriorated Korea-
Japan relationship into a "forward-looking, cooperative
partnership.

This stands in contrast to the emphasis of the previous
administration under President Moon Jae-in on
prioritizing peace on the Korean Peninsula through a
softer approach to the North Korean nuclear issue.

Among other challenges highlighted in the NSS are the
intensifying US-China strategic competition as well as
emerging security issues, including supply chain
security, climate change and cyber warfare.

Further, the NSS contains as key strategic goals and
tenets the advancement of national interests; the
enhancement of the military power to boost defense;
the establishment of inter-Korean relations based on
principles and reciprocity; economic security; and
responses to new security threats.

As for China, the strategy document expresses a
noteworthily much more conciliatory stance than seen
in the national security strategies of South Korea's core
allies, the US and Japan, as it refrains from expressing
concerns over China's global rise, but suggests that
after “remarkable progress in various fields over the
past 30 years,” in the relationship between South
Korea and China, the two countries “should now move
beyond quantitative growth and make qualitative
strides, collaborating closely on a global scale in
accordance with their international standings. The
South Korean aims to “foster a healthier and more
mature relationship,” with China built on “mutual
respect and reciprocity,” the NSS says. The only critical
point is that Seoul insists that THAAD deployment was
a matter of our security sovereignty."

The deployment of the U.S.-led Terminal High Altitude
Area Defense antimissile system to South Korea has
been strongly protested by China. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, South Korea] [Korea JoongAng Daily] [The
Korea Herald]

Taiwan: World’s largest chip manufacturer
commits to future production in Taiwan

(eg) TSMC, the world’s most valuable semiconductor
company and Taiwan's largest company, promised that
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most of its chip manufacturing would continue to take
place in Taiwan, at a recent shareholders’ meeting.

The company also said it would boost the capacity to
manufacture advanced chips that are compatible with
rapid developments in artificial intelligence. It will
expand production of such cutting-edge chips in
Tainan and Hsinchu.

The TSMC chairperson said the semiconductor
industry plays a “stabilizing role amid global
geopolitical tensions”, in reference to Taiwan's
dominance of global supply chains of advanced
semiconductors, which are essential components in
many electronic devices. TMSC is dominant within
Taiwan's semiconductor industry and makes up 55
percent of the global market for contract chip
manufacturing. [Time]

TSMC hopes that Taiwan’s continued dominance of the
semiconductor industry will dissuade any future
conflict over its sovereignty with China. Regarding the
company’s importance to the global economy, the
chairman stated that whether “it's China or the United
States ... they all hope that TSMC is around.”

TSMC has set out plans to increase manufacturing
overseas, with two new manufacturing plants in Japan
and Europe. However, these will produce less
advanced chips, and 80 percent of its 28-nanometer
chips will continue to be produced in its base of
operations in Taiwan. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Anti-terror hostage situation
simulated in defense drills

(eg) President Tsai Ing-wen praised Taiwan's improved
defense capabilities during a visit to an anti-terror drill
held in the port of Kaohsiung on June 10.

The president also stressed the role of new
technologies in boosting Taiwan's defense capacity and
committed to improving maritime security to ensure
peace across the Taiwan Strait.

The drills were conducted amid increasing belligerence
from China, which claims Taiwan as a renegade
province, and has not ruled out using force to take
control. Incursions by Chinese aircraft are currently
occurring on a near-daily basis.

The drills involved the coast guard, military and police
simulating a hostage situation in the port of
Kaohsiung. Combatants took control of the “terrorist”


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vnurjl-l-kk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vnurjl-l-ku/

boat from the water and the air. The president praised
the drill for its successful collaboration between
authorities and integration of new defense
technologies. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Presidential candidate criticized
for giving up claim to Senkaku Islands

(eg) Ko Wen-je, the presidential candidate of the small
Taiwan People’s Party (TPP), attracted criticism for
suggesting that Taiwan was not interested in its claims
to the Japanese-controlled Senkaku Islands, known as
the Diaoyutai Islands in Taiwan.

In an interview with the Japanese public broadcaster
NHK, Ko stated that the Taiwanese were not interested
in controlling the uninhabited islands, but only wanted
to be allowed fishing rights in the lucrative waters
around the islands.

His comments drew criticism from legislators of
Taiwan's two main parties, the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) and the main opposition party,
the Kuomintang (KMT), for failing to defend Taiwan's
sovereignty and the ability of the coastguard to protect
its fishers.

However, Ko has committed to maintaining Taiwan'’s
sovereignty, but has brought attention to the practical
realities that the country faces, in this case the
interests of the Taiwanese fishing industry. [Taiwan
News]

Taiwan: President commits to phase-out
of nuclear energy

(eg) President Tsai Ing-wen pledged to continue
Taiwan's phase-out of nuclear energy, in hopes of
making the country nuclear-free by 2025.

At a meeting with environmental NGOs, President Tsai
allayed fears that the unfinished and currently
mothballed Fourth Nuclear Power Plant northeast of
the capital Taipei would be restarted.

This comes after the Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) candidate to the presidency and current vice-
president William Lai suggested that the country’'s
nuclear reactors could be restarted in the event of a
blockade or other national security emergency.
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Taiwan is now one of the few developed economies to
pursue a nuclear phase-out plan and is the only
economy in Asia to do so. Since the mid-1980s, Taiwan
has gone from a nuclear-reliant country to broadly
opposing the energy source. Taiwan's consumption of
nuclear power has decreased from a peak of 52.4
percentinin 1986 to 8% currently.

The change in attitude towards nuclear energy was
catalyzed by the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster in
Japan, as Taiwan experiences many of the same
natural disasters which led to the nuclear accident.

The government has promised to increase the
proportion of renewable energy in the country’s
energy mix given the nuclear phase out. However, the
American Chamber of Commerce recently criticized the
government for failing to increase the renewable
energy supply. In 2022, the country drew 82.4% of its
energy supply from fossil fuels. [Focus Taiwan]

A referendum held in 2021 resulted in a narrow
rejection of recommencing construction of nuclear
power plants. The government has since reiterated its
support for this policy, with the aim of removing all
nuclear energy production by 2025. [Heinrich BAll
Foundation] [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Government to give rewards to
those who expose foreign interference in
elections

(eg) The Taiwanese Ministry of Justice will offer rewards
of up to NTD 10 million (USD 326,002) for information
about foreign interference in the country’s upcoming
legislative and presidential elections.

The authorities are concerned that foreign forces will
attempt to sway the outcome of the elections, which
are due to be held in January 2024, through the
dissemination of fake news and disinformation. The
elections will be particularly important in deciding
Taiwan'’s relations with China, which have deteriorated
in recent years over questions of Taiwan's sovereignty.

The government will also crack down on unlicensed
gambling on the outcome of the elections, offering
rewards of up to NTD 5 million (USD 162,734) for such
information. The prosecutor general suggested that
gambling over election outcomes has a greater
influence than vote-buying. [Taipei Times]
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Taiwan: Exports decline for ninth month
in a row

(eg) On 7 June, Taiwan's government reported a decline
in the volume of exports for the ninth consecutive
month, down 14.4% from May 2022.

The Ministry of Finance cited depressed demand amid
global high interest rates, but also China’s flagging
economic recovery, as reasons for the continuing
decline in exports.

However, Taiwan's digital exports bucked the overall
trend, showing the best performance in ten months.
Furthermore, the value of exports showed a slight
increase of 0.5% from April 2023, and authorities
expect a return to growth in September.

Despite this, the uncertain economic outlook and
declining prices for raw materials including oil drove a
steep decline in imports, which showed a decrease of
21.7%. June is expected to show a further decline in
exports, contributing to a year-on-year decline of
between 14% and 16%. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Public widely supportive of plans
to extend compulsory military service

(eg) According to a recent poll, 85% of the Taiwanese
public back the government's policy to restore the
period of compulsory military service from four
months to one year.

Support for the policy was highest among supporters
of the ruling pan-green coalition at 94%, which leans
towards Taiwanese sovereignty and independence.
Meanwhile, the opposing pan-blue supporters, who
favor closer links with China, were slightly less
supportive at 80 percent.

The Ministry of National Defense also announced plans
to intensify the compulsory training. According to the
survey, 46 percent of respondents believe it is
necessary to improve the state of the military and its
training.

The authorities tout the benefits of compulsory service
as improving fitness, combat skills and mental
fortitude. However, the national defense role of
military service is becoming more and more salient
amid increasing threats by China to take over Taiwan
by force. [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan: Constitutional court upholds
legality of defamation law

(eg) Taiwan's Constitutional Court has ruled against the
decriminalization of defamation but defined the crime

to intentionally making a false statement and failing to

verify the veracity of a statement.

The case comes after eight individuals who had been
found guilty of defamation challenged the
constitutionality of Articles 310 and 311 of the Criminal
Code, citing violations of their constitutional rights to
free speech.

The two articles stipulate that defamation is committed
with the purposeful intent to fail to verify the veracity
of a statement before its dissemination.

However, the ruling did confirm that those who make
statements based on untrue information, without
knowing that the information was untrue, should not
be found guilty of defamation.

The court stressed the importance of defamation laws
in enforcing truthfulness in mass-media, and the need
to consider cases on an individual basis to protect the
democratic rights to free speech. [Focus Taiwan]
[Taipei Times] [Constitutional Court, Taiwan, in
Chinese]

Taiwan: Accusations of sexual harassment
against high-profile figures continues

Taiwan's recent #MeToo movement has gained
momentum as more public figures have been accused
of sexual harassment, while lawmakers have promised
reviews to anti-harassment legislation.

Last week, the ruling Democratic Progressive Party was
shaken by multiple scandals exposing the party’'s
mishandling of harassment allegations. The KMT, the
country’s main opposition party, also faced accusations
that one of its lawmakers engaged in inappropriate
behavior [see AR, N0.23, June/2023, 1]

The movement has since spread beyond the
established parties. The prominent dissident Wang
Dan, a veteran of the pro-democracy 1989 Tiananmen
Square protests, has been accused of attempted rape,
which Wang has denied. His application to teach at
National Tsinghua University was terminated on June
7. [Taiwan News]
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A Polish diplomat was accused of assault by a
Taiwanese woman on June 10. The woman alleges that
when she filed a complaint with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, prosecutors dismissed her case, although the
diplomat subsequently left the country. [Taiwan News
2]

In total, the current #MeToo movement has implicated
more than a dozen accusations since late May. The
Taiwanese parliament will hold a provisional session
next month to revise anti-harassment laws. Cross-
party dialogue has taken place to draft updated
legislation which aims to address the issues exposed.
[CNN] [Taipei Times]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Largest Islamic party allowed
to hold first rally in decades

(Im) Bangladesh’s largest Islamic party, Jamaat-e-Islami
or Bangladesh Islamic Assembly, held its first public
rally on June 11 in over a decade after a government
crackdown. The rally by the country’s third-largest
political party, which has been banned from contesting
elections since 2012, comes amid a changing political
landscape in the South Asian nation ahead of the
general election due by January 2024. [La Prensa
Latina] [Prothom Alo]

For years, Jamaat was a major ally of the main
opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and
their coalition ruled the country between 2001-2006.
But in the years after Hasina came to power in 2009,
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five of Jamaat's top leaders were hanged after they
were tried for war crimes dating back to the country's
1971 independence war against Pakistan.

Last December, the leader of Jamaat, Shafiqur
Rahman, was arrested days after he announced the
party would join opposition Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP)-led protests against soaring fuel prices and
cost of living in the country.

Bangladesh: No crisis in country that
requires United Nations to mediate,
ruling party general secretary says

(Im) There is no political crisis in Bangladesh requiring
the United Nations (UN) to mediate, the secretary-
general of the country’s ruling Awami League said on
June 7, a day after a senior party member suggested
that the party can hold talks with the opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) to resolve election
issues if the UN mediates.

During a rally by the so-called Grand Alliance, a big-
tent political alliance of predominantly left-leaning
political parties in Bangladesh led by the Awami
League, the grouping's coordinator, Amir Hossain Amu,
said the UN had previously played a role in bringing
the two parties - the BNP and the Awami League -
together.

However, the proposal was rejected by Awami League
General Secretary Obaidul Quader, who said that
“there is no need for any external mediation or
interference” as the country's “democracy is
progressing institutionally”.

The BNP, which boycotted the general elections in
2014 and 2018, has been calling for Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to step down and for the next election -
due by January 2024 - to be held under a neutral
caretaker government. The Awami League denies this
demand, as well as accusations of vote rigging and
targeting of the political opposition.

In light of this, the United States announced a policy
last month that reserves the right to deny visas to
individuals in Bangladesh determined to be involved in
efforts to hinder free and fair elections in the South
Asian nation and undermine the democratic process.
[AIR No. 22, May/2023, 5][The Business Standard]
[Dhaka Tribune]
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India: Reservation for Muslims against the
Constitution, says Home Minister Amit
Shah

(Im) India’s Home Minister Amit Shah on June 10 told
supporters of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
that there should be no reservations for Muslims as it
is against the Constitution. The statement assumes
added significance, coming as it does amidst a rising
number of communal clashes in western Maharashtra
state and the recent scrapping of the quota for
Muslims in neighboring Karnataka. [The Hindu]

Several Muslim communities get are allocated quotas
or seats through the so-called Central List of Other
Backward Classes (OBC) and several state OBC lists.
The National Commission for Backward Classes has
identified several broad indicators across social,
economic, educational and political status of a
community to determine its backwardness; according
to a 2005 survey, Muslim OBCs constitute around 41
percent of India's total Muslim population.

In March, the Karnataka BJP government scrapped the
4 percent OBC quota given to Muslims in the state,
defending the decision as being in line with the party’s
long-standing contention that an entire community
cannot be granted reservation on the basis of religion.
Muslims were then placed them under the
Economically Weaker Sections, while the 4 percent
reservation previously allocated to them was to be
shared by two dominant communities of the state —
Vokkaligas and Lingayats. [AIR No. 16, April/2023, 3]

Then, in April, Home Minister Shah said that
reservations to certain Muslim communities in
Telangana state were unconstitutional and that the BJP
would remove this quota if it came to power.

India: Tribal group slams Manipur chief
minister’s inclusion in peace panel,
demands imposition of President’s Rule

(Im) A day after India’s central government constituted
a peace committee in Manipur to facilitate a peace-
making process following weeks of ethnic violence in
May, most representatives of the Kuki minority said
they will boycott the panel as it included Chief Minister
N. Biren Singh and his supporters.

Violence initially broke out during a protest march on
May 2 by thousands of Kuki tribespeople and members
of other predominantly Christian tribal communities
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opposing a demand by the state's majority, non-tribal
Meitei community for the constitutionally defined
status of a Scheduled Indian Tribe (SIT). However, tribal
people say members of the Meitei community - most
of which are Hindu - comparatively well-off and that
granting them more privileges would be unfair. Around
100 people are thought to have died, prompting the
intervention of the Indian army. Families from both
groups fled after mobs set homes, shops and churches
ablaze. [AIR No. 19, May/2023, 2]

Against this backdrop, India’s Home Minister Amit Shah
on June 1 announced that a probe panel led by a
retired High Court judge will investigate the weeks of
ethnic violence. Apart from the probe panel, the
minister also announced several other measures
including the formation of a 51-member “peace
committee”, chaired by Govenor Anusuiya Uikey, and a
relief and rehabilitation package. [AIR No. 23,
June/2023, 1]

OnJune 11, however, the Indigenous Tribal Leaders’
Forum slammed the central government for including
Chief Minister Singh in the peace committee, who it
accused of perpetrating the violence by branding the
Kuki community as drug peddlers, terrorists, and illegal
immigrants. [The Hindu]

Meanwhile, the home ministry has extended the
deployment of 114 companies of Central Armed Police
in Manipur till June 30. According to initial
assessments, about 4,000 arms, including
sophisticated weapons, and over 550,000 pieces of
ammunition — which were reportedly looted from
government armories — are still missing. [The Indian
Express]

India: Home Minister Amit Shah pitches
for Tamilian as prime minister

(Im) India’s home minister and a senior member of the
country’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on June 11
pitched for making a member of the minority Tamil
community as prime minister in the future. The BJP
veteran made the remarks at a closed-door meeting of
local party functionaries during his visit to the
southern states of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.

Shah had travelled to the two southern states on the
occasion of the of the ninth anniversary of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's government, as part of what
is widely seen as the BJP’s outreach campaign to drum
up support for next year's general elections.
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Taking a dig at Tamil Nadu'’s ruling Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) party, Shah said that senior leaders
from India’s main opposition Congress party like K.
Kamaraj and G.K. Moopanar had the potential to
become prime minister, but their chances had been
scuttled by the late M. Karunanidhi, a DMK veteran
politician and father of incumbent chief minister M.K.
Stalin.

The previous day, Stalin had challenged Shah to list out
the achievements of India’s central government in the
state over the last nine years, while addressing party
functionaries. [INDIA TODAY]

In Andhra Pradesh, Shah attacked the state’s ruling
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress Party, the fifth-
largest party in the lower house of India’s national
parliament, accusing it of corruption. He also said the
government of Prime Minister Manmohan Sing, while
in power from 2004 to 2014, failed to provide internal
security enabling terrorists from Pakistan to enter the
country and execute bomb blasts. [Lokmat Times] [The
Indian Express]

India: Air Force, Army carry out joint
exercise in central sector

(Im) The Indian Army and Indian Air Force have carried
out a joint exercise in the country’s central sector with
deployment of multiple combat assets to check the
operational readiness of the two military branches.
[The Hindu]

Pakistan: Islamabad High Court grants
Imran Khan 14-day protective bail in
corruption case

(mha) The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on June 12
granted a fourteen-day protective bail to PTI Chairman
Imran Khan in a corruption case registered by Anti-
Corruption Establishment in District Dera Ghazi Khan.
The court accepted the bail against surety bonds and
directed the petitioner to approach the relevant court
within said time period. [Daily Times]

Petitioners lawyer prayed to the court to grant a three-
week protective bail to his client and stop the
authorities from arresting him. The chief justice
remarked that fourteen-day bail was enough for the
petitioner to approach the relevant court.
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It may be mentioned here that the anti-corruption
establishment (ACE), DG Khan, nominated five accused
including Imran Khan, his sister Uzma Khan and
former Chief Minister Punjab Usman Buzdar in the FIR
for conducting a non-transparent land purchase deal
on behalf of PTI chairman'’s sister. The FIR further
stated that the role of other co-accused in the case
would be determined later.

Pakistan: Islamabad High Court rejects
Imran Khan's plea seeking change of court
venue

(mha) The Islamabad High Court on June 13 rejected
former Prime Minister Imran Khan's petition seeking a
change of court venue that had cited “fragile” security
situation on the premises. Khan's lawyers wanted his
cases to be heard in “comparatively secure premises”
of the Federal Judicial Complex (FJC). [WION]

The plea claimed that the fragile law and order
situation on the premises of the sessions court is not
‘convenient’ for Khan to appear in the relevant judicial
magistrates’ trial courts.

The FIRs registered have accused Khan of inciting
people to block the main highways and attack the
police officials on May 9. In another couple of FIRs,
Khan is also facing charges of abetting attacks on
police officials.

Pakistan: New Istehkam-i-Pakistan Party
launched by PTI defectors

(mha) A former senior member of Pakistan’s main
opposition PTI party, Jahangir Khan Tareen, on June 8
launched a new political party, Istehkam-e-Pakistan
Party, as several key members of PTI chairman Imran
Khan's team joined him. About 100 former PTI senior
leadership and members of the national and provincial
assemblies joined Jahangir Tareen and expressed their
full confidence in his leadership. [Daily Pakistan]

Most of the former PTI members left the party after
the May 9 riots, which were prompted by the arrest of
former Prime Minister Imran Khan in the Al Qadir Trust
case. The newly formed party is expected to play a
significant role in politics of Punjab province during the
upcoming general elections.
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Pakistan: Army vows to punish ‘planners’
of violent protests

(mha) The Pakistani military has vowed to punish the
“planners and masterminds” of the violence that
erupted last month after former Prime Minister Imran
Khan's brief arrest in a corruption case led to
widespread unrest. After a meeting of its top brass in
Rawalpindi on June 7, the military said it was
determined to bring people who attacked military
installations and monuments to justice. It also denied
allegations of human rights abuses after Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party said some of its
members were tortured and physically abused in
custody. [Al Jazeera]

After Khan was arrested on the premises of an
Islamabad court on May 9, thousands of the former
prime minister's supporters took to the streets around
the country. Police and government buildings, as well
as military assets and installations, were attacked. The
government has blamed Khan's supporters for the
violence but the former prime minister has denied the
accusations and has called for an independent inquiry.
In the wake of the violence, thousands of PTI
supporters, top leaders, as well as journalists, were
detained. More than 80 senior members of PTI have
quit the party in recent weeks.

Sri Lanka: Courts issue protesting ban for
People’s Liberation Front leaders near the
National Election Commission

(ns) Sri Lankan Government has obtained a decision
from the courts to ban the Leader of the People’s
Liberation Front (Jathika Jana Balavegaya) and various
of its other members from protesting on the area of
roads leading to the National Election Commission in
the Rajagiriya area of the capital Colombo. [Lanka
University News]

Sri Lanka: Government re-nominates
Harsha De Silva as Committee on Public
Finance Chairman

(ns) On June 7, the Sri Lankan government’'s Committee
of Selection held an assembly dedicated to the 4th
session of the 9th Parliament. President Ranil
Wickremesinghe proposed to make the former
chairman of the Committee on Public Finance, Harsha
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De Silva, the Public Finance Chairman again. The
Committee approved the nomination following the
Standing Order 121.

Dr. Harsha De Silva is an MP for Sri Lanka’s opposition
Samara Janabalawega Party. The Sri Lankan governor
proposed his allocation with various other candidates
to regard Parliamentary standing orders. The Councilor
Mayantha Dissanayake resigned from the position
offer deliberately. Since Harsha De Silva was appointed
for the 3rd session of the 9th Parliament, he was in
authority during the governmental negotiations to
obtain the International Monetary Fund (IMF) deal.

Before IMF re-structurization, District Revenue Officers
(DRO) were responsible for monitoring the revenue
they collected across Sri Lanka until authorities found
them guilty of spending the state money. The June 7
session also identified a need to recruit at least 200
new officers to collect the revenue. As such, the
government orders its sectoral monitoring committees
to prepare a report on the state funds spending before
the budget. [ADA derana 1], [ADA derana 2]

Sri Lanka: Police detains Tamil legislator
for Parliament’s breach of privilege
discussion period

(ns) On June 7, Sri Lankan Police arrested the Tamil
National People’s Front Leader, Gajendrakumar
Ponnambalam in his residence on charges of
obstructing police duties. The same day, he had a
scheduled proposal to raise a breach of privilege issue
in Parliament. The police had released the defendant
on bail, but he skipped his speaking time.

Media reports that two men approached and assaulted
the Tamil legislator and his party members in a local
sports club on June 5. Gajendrakumar Ponnambalam is
the son of a Sri Lankan lawyer. He recalls that men
identified as Criminal Investigation Department
officials but refused to show their identity cards, while
one pointed a gun at him. Imagine how the General
Tamil population is treated, - The Tamil National
People’s Front Leader commented on this matter.

The day before the arrest, Jaffna police ordered Mr.
Ponnambalam to visit their office and issued him the
magistrate’s court order banning him from traveling
abroad. Sinhala majority of Parliamentarians abstained
from commenting on the situation, while the members
of Tamil National People’s Front urged their leader to
file a complaint with the police. [The Hindu]
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Sri Lanka: Students strike to demand
release of activists detained during last
demonstrations

(ns) On June 7, Sri Lankan students staged a strike
demanding the release of their activists detained
during the anti-government protests last year. The
demonstrators argue that the imprisonment of those
activists is identical to political prosecution. As the year
before, Sri Lankan police used water cannons and gas
canisters to disseminate the protesters. Students
expressed commitment to the anti-government
movement, despite the measures taken by the law
enforcement authorities. [Aljazeera 1][Aljzazeera 2]

Sri Lanka: Citizens show concern over
domestic debt, labor law restructuring
impact

(ns) Due to the significant impact of the International
Monetary Fund policies on the common Sri Lankan
public, various media outlets have recently reported
that many citizens are concerned about some
upcoming re-structurization agendas. In anticipation of
domestic debt settlement measures, many customers
ask banks to pull their money out so debt collection
doesn't affect their savings. While the government
initially planned to publicize its action plan at the May
beginning, the banks are still waiting for the
announcement. The Association of Professional
Bankers of Sri Lanka President expressed concern that
the different agendas of the parties involved can make
the situation worse. Even so, he has confidence that
domestic debt restructuring will not be severe for the
Sri Lankan banking sector.

Concurrently, workers of the Island nation worry about
potential dismissals as Sri Lankan has begun labor
legislature reforms. The Minister of Labor made an 11-
point labor reform proposal in May and said his party
is willing to make unpopular decisions. Some studies
show that IMF reforms can undermine labor rights,
and some observers regard the Labor Minister's
proposal as lacking clarity. Critics suggest that
upcoming labor reforms will enact a low wages and
productivity cycle. Even so, various parties, including
some politicians and international organizations, called
on the Sri Lankan government to relax labor laws.

Following the severe economic crisis, many workers
were introduced to income taxes at the beginning of
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the year, leading to protests against the government
and IMF bailout. Likewise, state authorities have
deployed the military to prevent workers from striking
against the privatization of state-run enterprizes.
Recently, the visiting IMF delegation expressed a need
to establish measures to counter the economic impact
of the reforms on the vulnerable population.[Nikkei
Asia], [The Diplomat], [AIR No. 21, May/2023, 4], [AIR
No. 14, April/2023, 1] [AIR No. 6, February/2023, 1]

Sri Lanka: Government expands list of
suppliers to import fuel for retail market

(ns) On June 8, a US petroleum company RM Parks Inc.
in partnership with Shell signed an agreement with Sri
Lanka to import and sell fuel. The Power and Energy
Ministry reports that the arrangement will allow these
US companies to distribute petroleum products in the
South Asian State for 20 years. The company will
operate 150 existing fuel stations and invest in 50 new
ones. Likewise, Sri Lanka will soon finalize a retail fuel
agreement with the Australian United Petroleum
company.

President’s office reports that the contacts will help Sri
Lanka to deal with the foreign exchange crisis. Chinese
Sinopec and an Indian oil company already operate in
the Sri Lankan retail fuel market. Due to forex reserves
deprivation, Sri Lanka had severe shortages of basic
provisions while the state couldn't afford to buy fuel to
maintain infrastructure operating. The citizens are still
only eligible for limited fuel amounts that the state
distributes using a QR code system. [The Associated
Press]

Sri Lanka: 2022 Colombo Municipal
Council’'s income deficit at USD 21 million,
Committee on Public Accounts says

(ns) On June 6, the parliamentary Committee on Public
Accounts (COPA) reported that it estimated the 2022
deficit income of the Colombo Municipal Council (CMC)
at more than LKR 6.28 billion, or approximately USD 21
million. The CMC deficit income was LKR 4.482 billion
in 2019 and kept gradually increasing. COPA reports
that they began working on acquiring the properties
which owe the taxes, but a number of owners of these
assets are yet to be identified. The committee also
examined unauthorized constructions and will form a
report to recover the money from such projects.
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At the same meeting, COPA recommended the CMC
assist the firefighter departments with the Air Force
when they have to put out fires in buildings higher
than 20 floors. The parties also discussed concerns
about the Western Commissioner’s Office monitoring
and not receiving the revenue in a formal manner. On
June 21, the COPA and CMC will meet again to discuss
the wastewater management plan for the Colombo
capital. [Colombo Page]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: Meta’'s oversight board
examines Hun Sen’'s media statement

(ns) The oversight board of independent experts on
content moderation of Meta, the head company of
Facebook, has recently determined that the January
speech of the Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen
violated its community standards.

The video depicting his statement gained attention
deliberately from media outlets, and some users
reported the speech as inciting violence.

The board plans to announce its decision by July and
deliver policy recommendations for Meta to deal with
political rhetoric in other countries, such as Pakistan
and Bangladesh. [Foreign Policy]

Cambodia: Hun Sen reassures factory
workers that migrant employees in
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Thailand do not face expulsion

(ns) On June 8, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen
told the factory employees from Kampong Chhnang
province that there will be no expulsion of Cambodian
migrant workers from Thailand, adding that
government of Thailand also plans to provide more
convenience to the Cambodian migrant workers.
[Khmer Times]

At the beginning of May, the Center for Alliance of
Labor and Human Rights (CENTRAL), a Cambodian
non-governmental organization, urged the Cambodian
government to contact Thai officials after receiving
reports of torture and physical violence during an
arrest of hundreds of Cambodian migrant workersin
Thailand. [AIR No. 19, May/2023, 2]

Cambodia: Courts charges two Candle
Light commune councilors with
incitement

(ns) On June 8, Cambodian law enforcement officials
arrested two Candle Light Party (CLP) commune
councilors representing Tboung Khmum province,
charged with incitement in telephone conversation
comments.

Legal authorities placed the defendants, Um Yet and
Seang Han, in Prey Car prison in Phnom Penh for pre-
trial detention. Um Yet was previously arrested over
similar charges, accused of helping opposition leader
Sam Rainsy to return to Cambodia.

Local media weren't able to obtain an explanation from
the provincial police and a defense lawyer of the CLP
member.

The following day, Prime Minister Hun Sen urged the
opposition to join the ruling party or face the
consequences, - reports the Cambodian Journalist
Alliance Association. He told Cambodian workers of the
Kampong Chhnang province that he would pardon
those activists who agree to split off Sam Rainsy.
[Cambo]A News]

Cambodia: Royal Army sends trainees to
China for demining training course

(ns) On June 8, the Royal Cambodian Army published a
meeting outlook between its Landmine Commission
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Working Group and the new trainees of the
Humanitarian Mine Clearance Training Course in
China.

The Army Staff Commander Deputy Chief
congratulated the eight participants, who will leave for
China tand return in August.

The initiative is a part of the Cambodian commitment
to become mine-free by 2025. [Royal Cambodian
Army]

Indonesia: Luhut Took witness stands in
defamation court hearing

(ys) The Coordinating Minister of Maritime Affairs and
Investment, Luhut Binsar Panjaitan, took the witness
stand on May 8 as the plaintiff in a defamation case
against two activists.

Luhut filed a defamation charge against Haris Azhar
from Lokataru Foundation, a human rights NGO, and
Fatia Maulidiyanti from the Commission for Missing
Persons and Victims of Violence (Kontras), after the
two appeared in a YouTube video that said to be in
violation of the 2016 Electronic Information and
Transactions (ITE) law.

In the video, Haris and Fatia were presenting a report
published by a coalition of civil society organizations,
which claimed that the extractive mining activities in
Papua were run by PT Tobacom Del Mandiri, a
subsidiary of PT Toba Sejahtera Group, where Luhut
was said to own shares. The mining company is said to
contribute to increasing military activity in Papua.

Luhut has since denied these accusations, stating that
he does not own a business in Papua nor is involved in
military activities in Papua, adding that as a retired
military general, he has dedicated his effort as a
minister in the current cabinet. Luhut is also disturbed
by how people often nicknamed him “lord.” [The
Jakarta Post]

Luhut's presence in the court sparked a disruption
when 100 police officers deployed to guard the trial
restricted entry into the courtroom, including the
entire activists’ legal team. The court stated that the
legal team was barred due to the limited seats inside
the courtroom. [Tempo, in Bahasa Indonesia]
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Indonesia: Part of stolen BLBI's fund
recovered

(ys) After over 20 years of unresolved embezzlement
cases of the Bank Indonesia Liquidity Support
(Bantuan Likuiditas Bank Indonesia, BLBI), the task
force finally recovered IDR 30,6 trillion (USD 2 billion)
worth of assets from the estimated IDR 110 trillion
(USD 7 billion) stolen.

The BLBI was a government effort to rescue the
economy impacted by the 1998 Asian financial crisis,
which saw 48 banks unable to meet liquidity needs. It
was later discovered that 95 percent of the funds had
been embezzled. The Corruption Eradication
Commission (KPK) has charged several people related
to the case, but the recovery of the funds is stalling.
This is because some funds have been moved abroad
or turned into assets.

The task force formed in 2021 is an attempt to speed
up the recovery effort and the government is planning
to extend its mandate beyond 2023. The Indonesian
government is also pushing for an asset forfeiture bill
that would allow the authorities to confiscate allegedly
ill-gotten assets without a criminal conviction.

Though President Joko Widodo (PDI-P) is supporting
this bill, its own party members have expressed
reservations over the bill. [Kompas, in Bahasa
Indonesia] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Constitutional Court ruling on
KPK leaders’ tenure

(ys) The Indonesian government finally decided to
acknowledge the ruling made by the Constitutional
Court that would extend the tenure of Corruption
Eradication Commission (KPK) leaders from four to five
years. The ruling was made after the KPK deputy
chairman petitioned to review the law on KPK.

The new ruling would not just extend the tenure of
KPK leaders but will also give way for reelection
without having to be aged at least 50.

The Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal and
Security Affairs stated that the decision to follow the
ruling is out of respect for the Constitutional Court and
to ensure that future government will also abide by the
Constitution. [Kompas, in Bahasa Indonesia] [The
Jakarta Post]
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Indonesia: Ministry of Defense Proposed
2024 Defense Budget

(ys) In a Budget Work Plan meeting (RKA) with the First
Commission of the House of Representatives that
oversees the defense, foreign and information affairs,
the Deputy Minister of Defense proposed the 2024
defense budget of IDR 350 trillion (USD 23 billion).

The proposed budget is deemed essential to complete
the Minimum Essential Force, Indonesia’s military
modernization plan, which includes the completion of
the Rafale fighter aircraft acquisition from Dassault,
the F-15EX strike fighter acquisition from Boeing and
the KF-21 Boramae fighter aircraft project with South
Korea.

So far, the First Commission only approves less than
half of the proposed budget. A representative of the
First Commission stated that Indonesia should focus
on the maintenance of the weapon systems in order to
avoid accidents, a view in contrast to that of the
Ministry of Defense which is pushing for
modernization. [Indonesian Ministry of Defense, in
Bahasa Indonesia] [Kompas, in Bahasa Indonesia]

Indonesia: Former Deputy Law Minister
calls for impeachment of President Joko
Widodo

(ys) In an open letter to the House of Representatives,
former Deputy Law Minister Denny Indrayana called
for the impeachment of President Joko Widodo (PDI-P),
stating that the President’s conduct of meddling with
the 2024 presidential election is ground to start an
investigation.

Denny accused the sitting president of abuse of power,
after hearsay that the president has informed a former
vice president that there would only be two
presidential candidates for 2024, whereas Annies
Baswedan would be investigated by the Corruption
Eradication Commission (KPK) for the successful bid to
hold a car racing of Formula E competition, a
motorsport championship for electric cars under the
International Automobile Federation (FIA).

The said former VP, believed to be Jusuf Kalla, relayed
the message to former President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono in September 2022. Annies is currently
backed by the Democratic Party, whose chairman is
Agus Harimurti Yudhoyono, son of Susilo.
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Denny likened the conduct of President Joko Widodo to
former US President Richard Nixon's Watergate
Scandal, which forced Nixon to resign.

President Joko Widodo has insisted that he has never
involved any state apparatuses in his meddling. [The
Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: PDI-P pours scorn on defense
ministry’s peace plan for Ukraine

(ys) The ruling Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle
(PDI-P) has poured scorn on the Ukraine-Russia peace
plan proposed by the Minister of Defense, Prabowo
Subianto, during the Shangri-La Dialogue.

The unsanctioned plan is criticized for undermining
Indonesia’s free and active foreign policy stance. The
PDI-P Secretary-General, Hasto Kristiyanto, said that
President Joko Widodo (PDI-P) has no knowledge of the
plan prior to the controversial speech by the Defense
Minister.

The President held a meeting with Prabowo on June 9
but both sides did not disclose the result of that
meeting. [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta Post 2] [CNN
Indonesia, in Bahasa Indonesia]

Indonesia: PDI-P ready to reconcile with
Democratic Party

(ys) The ruling Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle
(PDI-P) is set to forgo a long-brewing tension with the
Democratic Party (DP), after both sides’ Secretary-
General met to discuss the incoming meeting between
Puan Maharani, House Speaker and daughter of the
PDI-P’s chairwoman, and Agus Harimurti Yudhoyono,
chairman of Democratic Party.

The PDI-P is offering the DP to back Ganjar Pranowo as
President next year and potentially handing up the
ticket to Agus. Previously PDI-P stated that it will not
hold hands with the DP after a historical dispute
between the two parties’ founders.

The DP is currently backing Anies Baswedan to run as
president under the three-party Coalition of Change
for Unity (KPP) alongside National Democratic Party
(NasDem) and Prosperous Justice Party (PKS). The
alliance has failed to come out with an agreement as to
who will be Anies's running mate.
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PDI-P then named Agus as a potential running mate for
Ganjar, which opens up a dialogue between the two
parties. This comes as Anies faces a declining trend in
his electability. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Race to electronic vehicles

(ys) Indonesia as the largest nickel producer has made
electronic vehicles (EVs) production its priority.
However, the country still lacks downstream sectors
such as high-pressure acid leaching (HPAL) smelters,
which could produce mixed hydroxide precipitate
(MHP) used for batteries.

Most of Indonesia’s nickel is still dominated by
ferronickel used for stainless steel. The Director
General of the Industry Ministry's Metal, Machinery,
Transportation Equipment and Electronics Industries,
Taufiek Bawazier, stated that more investment in the
downstream nickel sectors is needed to overcome this
situation and said that currently only three nickel
processing companies operating in the country had
invested in HPAL smelters.

Taufiek added that this sector would need support
from the House of Representative Commission VI
which is responsible for energy, mineral resources,
research and technology, as well as for environmental
affairs, in order to address the situation. [The Jakarta
Post]

Indonesia: President Joko Widodo’s
youngest son to run for mayor

(ys) President Joko Widodo's youngest son, Kaesang
Pangarep, is seemingly serious about joining politics,
as he is groomed to be Mayor of Depok, a city in West
Java.

In May, a poster of Kaesang holding a rose appeared
on Depok’s main street, placed there by the Indonesian
Solidarity Party (PSI), a fervent supporter of the ruling
Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P).

Puan Maharani, a House Speaker and also the
daughter of the PDI-P chairwoman, stated that the PDI-
P is supporting the idea of Kaesang as Mayor of Depok,
provided that Kaesang joins the party.

If so, Kaesang would be another member of the
President’s family who enters politics through the
backing of the PDI-P. Previously, the President’s oldest
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son and son-in-law also came to power through the
PDI-P’s support. [The Jakarta Post]

Lao PDR: President appoints committee
on digital economy

(ws) President Thongloun Sisoulith has appointed 22
senior government officials as members of a National
Committee on Digital Transformation, with the aim to
advance the economic growth.

The establishment of this committee occurred after
the president expressed his intention to increase the
use of digital technologies in the public sector and
society at the Ministerial Level Conference on
Blockchain 4.0 Development for Digital Economy
Development in Laos in Vientiane on May 26 [see AIR
No. 23, June/2023, 1].

The committee's chairman position has been assigned
to the Prime Minister, while the Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Public Security, along with the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, will
serve as vice chairmen. Further, in line with a June 2
Presidential Decree, the Minister of Technology and
Communications will serve as the third vice chairman,
and acting member of the committee. The remaining
members include high-ranking government officials
from the relevant sectors.

The committee's main tasks include developing
policies, strategies, plans, and mechanisms for
digitalization reform at both the central and local
levels. Three key areas of focus, namely the digital
economy, government, and community, will drive the
socio-economic development of the country.

The committee will oversee and monitor the execution
of national strategies, policies, action plans, and
projects aimed at achieving digital transformation,
including the National Digital Economic Development
Vision for 2021-2040, the National Digital Economic
Development Strategy for 2021-2030, and the National
Digital Economic Development Plan for 2021-2025.
[Vientiane Times]

Lao PDR: Government to shift towards
hydrogen ammonia as a source of clean
energy
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(ws) The Laotian government is currently drafting
strategies to utilize hydrogen ammonia with the aim to
keep pace with the global trend towards clean energy.

The government aims to utilize this source of clean
energy in the transportation sector as currently Laos is
heavily dependent on imported fossil fuels. Moreover,
the current shift towards hydrogen ammonia energy
use will help the country achieve short and long-term
strategies, including energy storage, power generation,
low-cost transport, agriculture, heavy industry, and
mining. [Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
reaffirms need for reforms

(Im) After just six months in power, Malaysia's Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim has reaffirmed the need for
reforms, telling Al Jazeera that the country will “not
survive” if it does not change. In an interview with the
media outlet, Anwar stressed he was committed to
transitioning Malaysia from race-based to needs-based
affirmative action policies. [Al Jazeera]

Malaysia: UMNO youth wing chief says
political assimilation vital for stability,
country’s prosperity

(Im) The youth wing chief of the United Malays

National Organisation (UMNO), a junior partner in
Malaysia's ruling coalition, acknowledged on June 8 the
need for the party to adapt to the current political
landscape under the government of Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim. Speaking to over 1,000 delegates at the
UMNO annual general meeting, Nurul Amal Mohd
Fauzi said the formation of the unity government was a
continuation of former Prime Minister Abdul Razak’s
mixed Cabinet in 1973. [The Thaiger] [The Star]

Malaysia: Ex-Prime Minister Muhyiddin’s
COVID-19 measures negatively impacted
human rights, fundamental freedoms,
advocacy group says

(Im) The measures introduced by Malaysia's former
Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin during the early
stages of the coronavirus pandemic negatively
impacted human rights, fundamental freedoms and
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marginalized communities, according to a report by
Suara Rakyat Malaysia (Suaram), one of the leading
human rights organizations in the country. In its
report, the watchdog claims that the months-ling
suspension of Parliament had dismantled the
institutional checks and balances that were vital to
democracy. [MalayMail]

Myanmar: Resistance attack between
KNLA and junta in Bago region

(ha) On June 6, the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) troops attacked and captured two military
outcasts of the Myanmar coup army and destroyed a
strategic bridge.

The bridge is an important because it is a strategic
location for the Myanmar junta army to control the city
and support its troops.

The KNLA announced that the military junta army side
suffered casualties and seized a lot of weapons and
ammunition in this battle, but the details could not be
confirmed. It was reported that four people were killed
by People’'s Defence Forces. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: MNDAA resumes fighting in
northern Shan state

(ha) On June 5, the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army (MNDAA) attacked a police station and
two military junta bases near Lashio, the city of
northern Shan state, marking a resumption of fighting
in the region after it was halted for a time, with
MNDAA citing retaliation for attacking their bases for
its move.

After the 2021 military coup, MNDAA provided military
training, arming and sheltering to youth who opposed
the coup. After that, battalion (611) was formed, and it
was established as a people defense force in the
northern region of Shan state.

In northern Shan state, indigenous armed forces such
as the Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the MNDAA are
located and active near Lashio where the military
council headquarters is located. [Myanmar Now]
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Myanmar’s FDI was down 60% on-Year in
the First Quarter

(wn) According to the Directorate of the Investment
and Company Administration (DICA) figures, Foreign
Investment in Myanmar was down 60 percent in the
first quarter of this fiscal year. According to the DICA,
Myanmar received only USD178 million for the FDI,
while in the same quarter as the last year, it reached
USD420 million. The total FDI for the fiscal year of
2019-2020 was USD4.9 billion but it was down 20
percent in the fiscal year of 2020-2021.

Myanmar Economic Monitor of the World Bank also
indicated that the FDI in Myanmar remains weak,
showing signs of a pick-up in domestic investment in
the second half of 2022. Myanmar received only one
foreign investment in the manufacturing sector for the
first month of the fiscal year 2023-2024.

Singapore was the biggest investor with USD1.1 billion,
with China and Thailand following as second and third
largest investors in Myanmar in fiscal year of 2022-
2023. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar suspends transportation by
INGOs and NGOs in Mocha-hit area

(wn) While the situation in the Rakhine state is dire in
the aftermath of the devastating Mocha cyclone, the
local government's decision on June 8 to suspend
transportation used by INGOs and NGOs to aid the
victims has added to the difficulties of the people to
cope with the impacts of the cyclone.

The suspension letter was signed by Colonel Kyaw
Thura, security and border affairs minister of Rakhine
state. The request by INGOs and NGOs to use their
own transportation was denied, and humanitarian
access has been severely limited.

The UN officer for coordinating humanitarian affairs
has stated that approval is pending for the transport of
supplies from both inside and outside Myanmar. The
situation is being closely monitored, and centralized
discussions are being held in Naypyidaw to address
the challenges faced by humanitarian organizations.
[ucanews]

Myanmar: Local lawyers face harassment
and arrests by the military regime, report
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says

(wn) A recent Human Rights Watch report highlights
that lawyers have faced systematic obstacles and
restrictions imposed by the military regime in
Myanmar since the coup on February 1, 2021.

According to the report, at least 32 lawyers have been
detained and placed in pretrial detention since the
coup, while in the nearly 50 townships in which martial
law has been imposed military tribunals also
adjudicate criminal cases involving civilian defendants,
with suspects often having no access to a lawyer and
trials being summary and invariably resulting in
convictions and heavier sentences. [Human Rights
Watch]

Myanmar: Precarious education situation
amid ongoing civil war

(cho) The Department of Education, under the State
Administration Council (SAC), announced the results of
the matriculation examinations on 9 June 2023. The
data reveals that Myanmar's 2022-23 academic year
saw a 82.72percent drop of test takers compared to
pre-coup 2019-20.

In a separate incident, Shan News reported that on 5
June 2023, Kachin Independence Army (KIA) soldiers
forced the closure of a middle school in KutKai
township, Shan State. The school, run by teachers who
did not participate in the civil disobedience movement
(CDM) against the 2021 military coup, was demanded
to reopen solely with CDM teachers.

Additionally, the salary of CDM teachers must be
shouldered by the local community. As the only middle
school in the area, this school closure has resulted in
over 300 students being deprived of their right to
education. However, it has been reported that the local
community intends to file a complaint to the
headquarters of the Kachin Independence
Organization (KIO), the political wing of the KIA, to
address this issue.

On the other hand, the military has been carrying out
airstrike campaigns on schools. Since the beginning of
May, military aircraft have launched attacks on six
schools across Sagaing Region, Northern Shan State
and Karen State killing eight civilians and injuring eight
people including three children. [REA-Burmese] [Shan
News] [Irrawady]
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Myanmar: Supreme Court grants hearing
for Aung San Suu Kyi's Bribery Conviction
Appeal

(cho) Myanmar's Supreme Court has agreed on June 6
to hear a special appeal regarding Aung San Suu Kyi's
conviction on charges of bribery, according to two legal
officials, speaking under anonymity. w

The case involves allegations of Suu Kyi receiving 7 viss
of gold (1 viss is equivalent to approximately 1600
grams) and USD 600,000 in bribes.

Suu Kyi was arrested following the military takeover in
Myanmar in February 2021. Since then, she has been
handed multiple convictions, resulting in a total prison
sentence of 33 years. Among these charges, a specific
five-year sentence was imposed for the bribery
conviction, which was pronounced on 27 April 2022
under the anti-corruption law. Suu Kyi has refused all
allegations of corruption, dismissing them as “absurd".

The first appeal for the bribery conviction was
submitted by Suu Kyi's lawyers in November last year
but was denied. [AP News]

Following her arrest after the coup, Suu Kyi has been
visited at least twice, on May 27 and June 4. During the
June 4 visit, three military officers, namely Lieutenant
General Soe Htut, the SAC's Home Affairs Minister,
Lieutenant General Yar Pyae, and retired Lieutenant
General Khin Zaw Oo, sought to engage in discussions
with her regarding peace negotiations amidst the
ongoing armed resistance movements. However, Suu
Kyi, the former state counselor, firmly rejected their
attempts. [RFA]

Philippines: Court denies bail for ex-
Senator Leila de Lima

(dqgl) According to her lawyer, on June 7 former Senator
Leila de Lima was denied bail on the remaining drug
trafficking charge filed against her during former
president Rodrigo Duterte's administration.

One of the most outspoken critics of Duterte and his
deadly drug war, de Lima has been in detention for
over six years, accused of taking money from inmates
inside the country's largest prison in exchange for
allowing them to sell drugs when she was the justice
secretary.
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She insists that the charges against her are fabricated
in an attempt to silence her. [The Manila TImes]

Human Rights Watch has condemned the decision
calling it “unjust nonsense” that “has been has been
going on for more than six years.” [Human Rights
Watch]

Philippines: Criminal complaints filed
against government officials over sinking
of sinking of oil tanker

(dql) The Justice Department has received criminal
complaints filed by the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI) against 35 government and private
individuals - including 19 members of the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) and the Maritime Industry Authority
(Marina) director in Region V (Bicol Region) - accused of
being involved in the February 28 sinking of MT
Princess Empress was carrying 800,000 liters of
industrial fuel oil as cargo when it capsized off the
coast of Naujan, Oriental Mindoro and caused a
massive oil spill in the coastal towns of Mindoro
Oriental and nearby areas.

The complaints concern multiple falsification of public
or official documents and perjury for violation of the
Revised Penal Code. [The Manila Times]

Philippines: Homegrown satellites
launched

(dqgl) The Philippines has launched two homegrown
cube satellites -the Maya-5 and Maya-6 CubeSats - to
the International Space Station on June 12.

The second set of Philippine university-built CubeSats,
Maya-5 and Maya-6 will move along an orbit similar to
the ISS at an altitude of approximately 400 kilometers
once they are released to space. [The Manila Times]

Singapore: Senior Minister Tharman
Shanmugaratnam to run for president

(dgl) Singaporean veteran economic policymaker
Tharman Shanmugaratnam has announced his
decision to run in the upcoming presidential elections
in Singapore.
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As the elections must be held by mid-September,
Shanmugaratnam needs to resign from his current
roles as senior minister and coordinating minister for
social policies on July 7.

Singapore’s presidency is largely a symbolic and
ceremonial head of state position with limited
executive power over the Singapore government,
including control of the national reserves. [Asian News
Network]

Thailand: Vote recount will not affect
official voting result date, says Election
Commission

(aj) According to Thailand's Election Commission (EC),
which ordered a vote recount on June 11 at 47 polling
stations in 16 provinces, the recount will not impact
the election time frame. The EC has two months to
officially endorse the May 14 general election results,
but EC Chairman Ittiporn Boonpracong stated that he
expects the EC to announce the official vote count well
ahead of the July 13 deadline [see AiR No. 23,
June/2023, 1]. [Bangkok Post 1]

The election agency called for the vote recount for
both constituency MPs and party-list MPs after noticing
that the number of ballots in certain constituencies
does not match the number of voters that were
present at the polls. The EC expects to update the
election results within this month.

Outside of the constituencies under the EC's scrutiny
for the recount, an insider source said that 330 MPs-
elect are not facing any complaints about election law
violation or poll fraud. However, the commission is
required by law to endorse at least 95 percent, or 380
of 400 MPs-elect in the constituency contest. [Bangkok
Post 2] [Thai PBS World] [The Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Media shares held by MFP
leader Pita proven inactive, new evidence
suggested

(ws) Despite the ongoing debate on the qualification of
the Move Forward Party (MFP) leader Pita
Limjaroenrat, the Election Commission decided to
push forward charge against Pita for violating the
election law by holding iTV media shares. However,
later new evidence proved that iTV has been inactive
since 2016.
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On June 9, the EC decided to conduct an inquiry into
whether Pita had breached Sections 42(3) and 151 of
the MP election law by contesting the May 14 general
election as a list-MP candidate despite knowing he may
not be qualified to do so.

On the same day, however, the EC dismissed all
petitions seeking a probe into whether Pita, who is also
the MFP's prime ministerial candidate, was eligible to
run in the recent election due to his alleged holding of
42,000 shares in the inactive broadcaster iTV and
failing to disclose them among his assets [see AiR No.
20, May/2023, 3]. The petitions were dismissed
because they were submitted after the qualifications of
election candidates were examined. [PPTVHD36, in
Thail

It was against this backdrop that new evidence was
disclosed by a former reporter of iTV media company
on June 11, proving that iTV media has been inactive
due to the ongoing lawsuit since 2016. Moreover, the
evidence also uncovered a discrepancy between the
written minutes of a shareholder meeting in April and
a recording of a statement by the chair of the meeting.
In light of this, the MFP has demanded an explanation
from the chairman of iTV as well as the president and
executive director of its holding company concerning
the discrepancy. [Thai PBS World 2] [Facebook]
[Khaosod English] [Bangkok Post]

In related developments, political activist Ruangkrai
Leekitwattana on June 13 submitted documents to the
EC affirming his contention that Pita's ownership of
media shares meant he was ineligible when he
registered to run for election. [Thai PBS]

Thailand: Political parties registrar rejects
four complaints demanding dissolution of
Move Forward Party

(Im) The secretary-general of Thailand's Election
Commission, in his capacity as registrar of political
parties, has rejected four petitions along with a
request to dissolve the progressive Move Forward
Party (MFP) on the grounds that all complaints lack
credible evidence. [Thai PBS World]

Thailand: Serial petitioner Srisuwan to
continue filing complaints after his
association got disbanded
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(ws) The Association to Protect Thai Constitution, led
by serial petitioner and political activist Srisuwan Janya,
was disbanded by the Provincial Administration
Department (PAD), after three founding members of
the association claimed that they had never been
members.

OnJune 9, the department ordered to revoke the
license of the association, as it does not meet the legal
requirement of at least 10 founding members to apply
for registration. However, Srisuwan has vowed to
continue his work by recruiting members to found a
new association. [Bangkok Post] [Thai PBS World]

Srisuwan Junya, known as a political activist and serial
petitioner, has been active in filing complaints with
more than hundreds of complaints recorded to state
agencies regarding the actions of politicians. [Bangkok
Post 2]

Thailand: More than 100 MPs yet to
declare assets after House dissolution in
March

(Im) 116 current and former members of Parliament’s
lower house, including progressive Move Forward
Party leader Pita Limjaroenrat, have yet to declare
their assets and liabilities records to following the
chamber’s dissolution earlier in March, as required by
the law. The lawmakers had to 60 days after vacating
office to submit their declarations to Thailand's
National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC), or by
May 19. While the deadline was extendable until June
18, the NACC's secretary-general has indicated that
delays beyond the 30-day extension might pique the
commission’s interest.

Thailand: Senate seeks political middle
ground on royal defamation law

(Im/aj) The upper House of Thailand's parliament, the
Senate, has proposed a deliberation aiming for the
political middle ground after a pro-royalist group on
June 12 submitted a petition insisting on keeping the
country’s royal defamation law, Section 112 of the
Criminal Code, unchanged. [Bangkok Post 1

The petition was submitted against the larger
backdrop of a campaign promise by the progressive
Move Forward Party, which secured the most seats in
lower house elections last month, to amend Section
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112. OnJune 12, protesters gathered in front of the
Sappaya-Sapasathan building in Bangkok, where
Thailand's bicameral legislature meets, to protest
against anti-monarchy policies. The rally began in the
morning after participants swore their allegiance to the
reigning King Rama X and aimed to be non-violent,
says organizers of the protest. [Bangkok Post 2]

In light of this development, Senator Srisak
Wattanapornmongkol told the Bangkok Post that many
of his colleagues are worried about the public
becoming bored about potential clashes between
groups with different political stances.

Thailand: Move Forward Party leader
faces royal defamation complaints over
BCC interview

(nk) Pita Limjaroenrat, the leader and prime ministerial
candidate of the Move Forward Party (MFP), is facing a
complaint filed by a group of organizations claiming to
protect the monarchy. The complaint, lodged under
the royal defamation law and the Computer-Related
Crime Act, alleges that Pita's interview with BBC has
had a negative impact on Thailand's highest institution,
the monarchy. Representatives of the 'royal protection’
organizations met with the Technology Crime
Suppression Division to submit the complaint, seeking
legal action against Pita for his statements made
during the BBC interview on May 30, 2023. The
complainants will provide additional testimony as the
complaint progresses.

One of the complainants, Songchai Niamhom, clarified
that the complaint was not driven by personal bias
against Pita and emphasized that Pita is free to do as
he pleases as long as it does not harm the monarchy.
However, Songchai warned that any actions or ideas
against the main institution of the nation would be met
with further legal complaints. In the interview, Pita
discussed the MFP's policy to amend Section 112 of the
Criminal Code, known as the royal defamation law,
which has faced resistance. Pita stated that it was a
policy promised to the people and received a
substantial mandate in the recent election. However,
the interview was censored by TrueVisions when aired
on BBC News. [see AiR No. 23 June/2023, 1] [Prachatai]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party to charge
United Thai Nation member with
defamation
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(aj) A Pheu Thai Party (PTP) spokesperson stated that
PTP will charge Sonthiya Sawasdee, a member of the
conservative United Thai Nation Party (UTNP), of
defaming PTP. Sonthiya filed a complaint with
Thailand's Election Commission (EC) accusing PTP of
misleading voters with its campaign promise to hand
out USD 290 to all Thais aged 16 years and older to
stimulate economic growth.

All complaints filed against the PTP for this campaign
pledge have all been dismissed by Thailand's Election
Commission (EC) earlier this month. Most of the
complaints pertained to the financial feasibility of this
campaign promise. Under EC law, parties risk
dissolution should they propose any policies that do
not clearly state the source of its funding.

PTP's issue with Sonthiya is that the petitioner filed the
complaint after all legal issues with PTP’s digital hand
out pledge were cleared. In this case, PTP
spokeswoman Treechada Srithada says, is evidence
that Sonthiya is deliberately trying to discredit PTP,
which is grounds for dissolution under the 2017
campaign. Treechada compared this case with the
caretaker Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP), who did not
uphold a 2019 campaign promise to raise the
minimum daily wage, and no complaints were raised
against the PPRP for failing to implement this policy
proposal.

It is worth noting that PTP shelved their USD 290
handout campaign pledge in favor of the economic
policies proposed by its coalition partner and leader,
the Move Forward Party (MFP) [see AIR No. 23,
June/2023, 1]. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Return plans of former Premier
Thaksin are a police matter, caretaker
Prime Minister Prayut says

(Im) Thailand's caretaker Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha has said that plans by the country's fugitive former
leader Thaksin Shinawatra to return home had nothing
to do with the government as they were about the rule
of law. Prayut was talking to the media after a meeting
with the chief of Thailand’s national police, Pol. Gen.

Damrongsak Kittiprapas on June 12. [Bangkok Post]

Thaksin served as the prime minister of Thailand from
2001 until 2006 when he was ousted by a military
coup. He fled Thailand to escape a prison term in
several criminal cases, including several convictions on
charges including abuse of power and corruption. In
the lead-up to Thailand's national elections held last
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month, he had declared via social media that he would
like to come home before his birthday on July 26 to
spend more time with his seven grandchildren, despite
the potential consequences that he might have to face
a decade or more in prison [see AiR No. 23, June/2023,
1l

Since living in self-imposed exile, Thaksin has
announced on at least 18 occasions that he would
return to Thailand.

Thailand: New rule is not for Thaksin, said
Corrections Department

(ws) The Department of Corrections has clarified that a
recently issued regulation is not intended to facilitate
the possibility of former prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra serving his sentence outside of prison
upon his return to Thailand.

Thaksin, who has been in self-imposed exile in Dubai
since 2008, has expressed his determination to return
to Thailand and engage in the legal process, potentially
as early as next month. He has been sentenced in
absentia to a total of 12 years in jail across four
corruption cases by the Supreme Court's Criminal
Division for Holders of Political Positions.

The newly published regulation in the Royal Gazette
outlines procedures for certain prisoners who are
about to be released after serving their time. It allows
for their continued detention if the courts determine
there is a likelihood of them repeating the crimes.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Police reputation under scrutiny
after series of scandals and leaks

(ws) Amidst the ongoing uncertainty of Thailand's
politics, the public attentions have shifted towards the
police misconducts after series of scandals being
exposed.

Two weeks before, there was a “bribe-sticker” scandal
disclosed by Move Forward party list MP-elect Wiroj
Lakkhanaadisorn, explaining that overloaded trucks
obtained a special sticker would not be inspected. This
bribe-paid sticker had been used for over two decades,
which may involve several highway police officers. The
investigation so far resulted in fourty highway police
officers being transferred to perform temporary duties
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at the Highway Police Division (HPD). [Thai PBS World]
[Bangkok Post]

Another ongoing scandal in Thai society this week
revolves around images shared on social media by Pol.
Capt. Atitaya Benjapak, also known as “Captain Cat,
after getting promoted earlier this month, marking the
achievement of eight ranks within less than four-year
period, from Police Lance Corporal to Police Captain.
The rapid promotion occurred subsequent to her
completion of a training program designed for
externally recruited commissioned police officers.

Although the rapid promotion she received is lawful,
the further investigation has uncovered that the
existing training program, originally designed for
individuals with specific educational qualifications in
order to enhance the effectiveness of the police
organization, have been dominated by people from
influential families with widely recognized last names,
which implies the tendency towards nepotism.
[Khaosod] [Thai PBS, in Thai]

In addition to the two ongoing scandals, there has
been a recently leaked document that unveils a
significant deployment of newly graduated police
officers to the Protection and Crowd Control Division,
causing the public concerns about the police's
preparations of the foreseen situation following the
2023 election. In response, the Police spokesperson
explained that this decision was based on the
proactive measure, in a bid to address personnel
shortages at police stations, strengthen the capabilities
of the division, and prepare new officers for future
roles. [Thairath, in Thai] [Voice TV, in Thai]

The abovementioned scandals and leak have once
again brought the reputation of the Thai police into
question, after a former politician Chuwit Kamolvisit
repeatedly disclosing police bribery and underground
businesses in Thailand [Thai PBS World 2]

Thailand: Student movement calls for
referendum on Patani Nationhood,
triggering debate, government
investigation

(nk) On June 9, the Patanian Student Movement or
Pelajar Bangsa, a student movement campaigning for
peace in the southernmost provinces of Thailand,
issued a statement during a public forum at Prince of
Songkhla University in Pattani province. The students,
representing those who believe in "Patani nationhood"
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and “self-determination,” called for the existence of
Patani nationhood and a referendum to achieve a
peaceful resolution owned by the people. The
statement triggered a debate on social media, and
during the forum, the students organized a mock
referendum on self-determination and independence
within the legal framework. [Thai PBS]

In response to the call for a referendum, Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha instructed the National
Security Council (NSC) of Thailand to investigate the
group of activists. The NSC expressed concerns about
the potential for disunity and deemed the call for a
referendum illegal. A meeting will be held by the NSC
to discuss the matter and address the issue.
Additionally, Somchai Sawaengkan, chairman of the
Senate Committee on Human Rights, Freedom, and
Consumer Protection, urged security agencies and the
Election Commission to conduct further investigations,
suspecting possible involvement of a political party in
orchestrating the situation.

The security agencies are currently investigating the
activities and content of the students' statement to
determine their legality under the constitution, which
declares Thailand as a single and indivisible Kingdom.
The focus is on ensuring that the call for a public
referendum does not lead to societal disharmony or
damage to properties. The government emphasizes
the enforcement of security laws in the southern
region while also promoting peaceful dialogue and
discussions involving academics and representatives
from various sectors. [The Thaiger]

Thailand: Electricity provider sues Thai
Sang Thai party members after press
conference on electricity costs

(nk) Gulf Energy Development, Thailand's prominent
electricity company and the largest private provider of
gas-fired and renewable power to the Electricity
Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT), has filed
defamation lawsuits against two members of the Thai
Sang Thai party over a press conference addressing
rising electricity costs.

Treerat Sirichantaropas, Deputy Secretary-General of
the party, revealed on Twitter that Gulf Energy has filed
both criminal and civil defamation lawsuits, seeking 1
billion baht in compensation. The lawsuits come in
response to the party's discussion of increasing
electricity prices and the government's contract with
independent power producers.
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During the press conference in October 2022, the party
members raised concerns about the government's
decision to sign a contract for producing significantly
more electricity than needed, resulting in higher costs.
They pointed out that Thailand is currently generating
60% more power than it consumes, coupled with rising
natural gas prices, leading to increased electricity
expenses.

Gulf Energy has previously filed defamation lawsuits
against several individuals, including Move Forward
Party MP Rangsiman Rome, Same Sky Books editor
Thanapol Eawsakul, and academic Sarinee
Achavanuntakul [see AIR No. 22, May/2023,5], in
separate incidents related to criticism and the
publication of controversial content. The ongoing legal
disputes have the potential to result in substantial
compensation, with Gulf Energy seeking up to 550
million baht if successful in all lawsuits. [Prachatai]

Thailand: Political uncertainty prompts
investors to dump Thai stocks

(aj) Since the preliminary results of the election were
released on May 15, a day after the election, foreign
investors continue to sell their holdings in the Stock
Exchange of Thailand (SET) and Thai bonds. To date,
USD 920 million worth of stocks have been sold as well
as a net total of USD 1.1 billion bonds.

Although the opposition parties of Move Forward and
Pheu Thai won by a landslide, capturing 292 of the
500-seat lower house of parliament, political
uncertainties continue to spook foreign investors. In
order to elect Move Forward Party (MFP) Pita
Limajaroenrat as prime minister, the MFP still needs to
gather support from senators and other elected MPs
to reach the 376-seat parliamentary threshold. Yet, the
MFP’s newly-formed coalition is 45 seats away from a
National Assembly majority and conservative
complaints against the opposition, especially Pita,
continue to increase.

Thai economists believe it is likely that Thailand’s GDP
will slow down if the formation of the next government
is stalled. The newly-elected MPs will take office by the
end of July and, a week afterwards, the next prime
minister will be voted in by the combined houses of
parliament, the Senate and the House of
Representatives. Although Thai academics
acknowledge that the country's tourism industry is
rebounding, continuing doubts about Thailand's
political future can still drag down economic growth.
[Thai Enquirer]
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Thailand: Son of Parliament’s president
faces NFT fraud claims worth USD 430,000

(Im) Surabot Leekpai, a member of the Democrat Party
and the son of Parliament president Chaun Leekpai, is
facing accusations of involvement in a fraudulent non-
fungible tokens investment project. The alleged fraud
has resulted in damages amounting to approx. USD
430,000. [Bangkok Post]

Timor-Leste: Coalition government
formation announced, announce
swearing-in ceremony

(nk) Timor-Leste's National Congress for Timorese
Reconstruction (CNRT) and the Democratic Party (PD)
have reached a significant milestone as they officially
announced to form a coalition government.

The announcement follows a meeting between CNRT
Secretary-General Fracisco Kalbuadi Lay and PD
counterpart Anténio da Concercao 'Kaloham'.

As part of the coalition agreement, former Prime
Minister Kay Rala Xanana Gusmado is set to assume the
position of Prime Minister. The coalition government
will consist of a total of 37 seats, with CNRT holding 31
seats and PD holding 6 seats, indicating a strong
combined presence in the country's political
landscape.

With the coalition's success, the swearing-in ceremony
for the newly elected Members of Parliament is
scheduled for June 22.

Following this event, the nomination process for the
National Parliament Speaker and the President of the
Parliamentary Committees will take place the following
day. The CNRT-PD coalition signifies a commitment to
cooperative governance and offers a platform for
unified efforts in addressing the pressing challenges
facing the nation. The formation of this coalition
presents an opportunity for collaboration and effective
decision-making, setting the stage for the new
government's work in shaping Timor-Leste's future.
[TATOLI 1] [TATOLI 2]

Vietnam: National energy master plan
discussed at National Appraisal Council
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meeting

(km) Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha chaired a
meeting of the National Appraisal Council to discuss
the National Energy Master Plan for 2021-2030.

The plan incorporates updated construction
methodologies, sub-sector plans, and aligned with
energy transitions commitments. Emphasizing the
need for energy security, the deputy PM called for a
comprehensive evaluation of the energy sector,
consideration of objective and subjective factors, and
lessons from the past ten years. The Ministry of
Industry and Trade will review key energy projects and
development selection criteria.

Vietnam plans to establish and advance the
development of several clean energy centers by 2030,
with a focus on scaling up the production of green
hydrogen. It is projected to reach approximately
100,000-200,000 tonnes per year initially and has a
long-term vision of achieving a scale of 10 million to 20
million Tonnes per year by 2050. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: National Assembly discusses
amendments to the Law on
Telecommunication

(km) Amendments to the Law on Telecommunications
was discussed in the National Assembly on June 2.

The current Law on Telecommunications was
established in 2009 with the primary objective to
create a framework that encourages competitions and
facilitates participation of businesses in the
telecommunication industry. It aimed to regulate
telecommunications activities, protect the rights and
obligations of entities involved, and provide effective
state management of the sector, thereby promoting
economic development and integration in Vietnam.

The amendment aims to further develop the
telecommunications infrastructure, support the digital
economy, simplify administrative procedures, and
introduce regulations in line with telecommunications
trends and the establishment of digital infrastructure.
[Viet Nam News]

Vietnham: Law on housing discussed in
National Assembly
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(km) During the ongoing 15th National Assembly's fifth
plenary session, discussions were held on amending
the 2014 Law on Housing.

The amendment aims to promptly implement housing
development guidelines, especially for low-income
individuals, people with disabilities, and those unable
to afford market-priced houses. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: National Assembly urges
effective implementation of vocational
trainings

(km) National Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh Hue
emphasized the effective implementation of vocational
training guidelines during the conclusion of a question-
and-answer session at the 15th legislature's fifth
meeting in Hanoi on June 6.

Highlighting limitations in labor and employment, Hue
urged the Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs
(MoLISA) to enhance vocational training institutions,
improve state management efficiency, coordinate with
other ministries for training program reforms, allocate
more resources to vocational training, and address
social insurance issues.

He also emphasized the need for policy improvements,
green industry restructuring, and the preparation of an
amended Law on Social Insurance. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Party General Secretary meeting

with female deputies of the 15t" national
assembly

(km) Female deputies of the 15t National Assembly
(NA) met with Party General Secretary on June 5 asking
them to adopt reforms to improve the quality and
efficiency of their activities.

He encouraged them to engage in friendship
exchanges, international cooperation, and
participation in conferences and forums related to
gender equality, domestic violence prevention, climate
change, and elevate the reputation of Viethnamese
female NA deputies globally.

There are 151 female deputies in the 15t legislature,
which is 30.26 percent of the total of deputies. [Viet
Nam News]
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International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

ASEAN to conduct first joint military
exercise in the South China Sea

(ys) Indonesia as this year's chairman of ASEAN has
revealed that the ASEAN will hold its first joint military
exercise in the North Natuna Sea in September this
year. The decision to hold this exercise was made

during the 20t ASEAN Chief of Defence Forces
Meeting (ACDFM) held on June 7 in Bali, Indonesia.

The aim of the exercise is to maintain ASEAN's
centrality, which is why this exercise will be called
ASEAN Solidity Exercise (ENatuna) or Asec O1TN. It will
not involve combat operations training.

The North Natuna Sea is an area in the south of the
South China Sea that falls under Indonesia’s Exclusive
Economic Zone, which China claims under the nine-
dash-line claim. [Reuters]

Cambodia: Hun Sen attends Phnom Penh-
Vietnam expressway construction
launching ceremony under BRI

(ns) On June 7, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen
presided over the ceremony for the expressway
construction between Phnom Penh and the
Cambodia-Vietnam eastern border. The China Bridge
and Road Corp. will operate the project over 48
months for USD 1.35 billion under the Chinese Belt
and Road Initiative. That will be the second expressway
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in Cambodia. Hun Sen announced that Cambodia
seeks to conduct a feasibility study for a third
expressway that would link Phnom Penh and Siem
Reap at the given launching ceremony. [ABC News]

Laos’ Thanaleng Dry Port eyes Chinese
and European markets

(ws) The developers of Laos’ Thanaleng Dry Port
welcomed delegations from several countries,
including Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia, in a bid to
showcase the potential of this newly operated dry port
as a significant trade gateway that connects Southeast
Asia with China, and Europe by rail.

Thanaleng Dry Port - located within one km from the
Lao PDR-Thailand Friendship Bridge over the Mekong
River - is designed to become a logistic hub,
connecting the standard-gauge Laos-China and meter-
gauge Laos-Thailand railways.

Moreover, the developer is currently setting up a
logistic complex, comprising seven zones, beside the
dry port, aimed at encouraging investors to do
business in Laos with several incentives, including tax
reductions, and low-price electricity. [Vientiane Times
1] [Vientiane Times 2] [Vientiane Times 3]

Thanaleng Dry Port has garnered considerable
attention from various Southeast Asian countries.
Thailand, for instance, aims to establish a mutual
understanding with Laos to facilitate faster cross-
border freight transportation. Additionally, Malaysia
views the port as an appealing investment opportunity
for its logistic complex. Furthermore, there is potential
for Indonesia to connect with the mainland Southeast
Asia railway network in the near future. [Vientiane
Times 1] [Vientiane Times 2] [Vientiane Times 3]

In 2022, the dry port handled around 50,000
containers, from Malaysia to as far as Russia. The
upcoming phase is to connect Southeast Asia and
Europe via the China-Europe rail network, which will
allow cargo to reach European markets within two
weeks as opposed to 45 days by sea with a cheaper
cost [Vientiane Times 1]

World Bank to support electricity grid in
Laos

(ws) The World Bank group has approved a power
distribution improvement project worth USD 51
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million, aimed at enhancing the capacity and
effectiveness of Laos' power grid. Additionally, the
project aims to bolster financial management within
the state electricity company.

Electricité du Laos (EDL), the state electricity company,
currently faces resource constraints when it comes to
maintaining and upgrading its systems and equipment
to meet the growing demand.

Therefore, the funding project will help the state
electricity company overcome the financial situation
and growing demand for power by upgrading
substations of the company to increase power flow,
which in return could reduce the power losses and
increase the revenue. [Vientiane Times]

China caution Europe to not have official
exchanges with Taiwan

(nyb) On June 9, China warned Europe against official
exchanges with Taiwanese Foreign Minister Joseph Wu
ahead of the Minister's trip to Prague. The Chinese
foreign ministry urged Europe to abide by
commitments to ‘one-China’ policy, do not engage with
Taiwan under any name, and to not support Taiwan
independence forces.

Czech Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky confirmed that Wu
is due to visit Prague this week and scheduled to speak
at a think-tank event immediately after Czech
President Petr Pavel.

The Czech Republic reaffirmed that it will not change
its status-quo policy regarding Taiwan. Such a policy

entails economic and cultural relations but no official
diplomatic ties. [Reuters] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China]

China-Southeast Asia: Chinese naval ship
heads to the Philippines in a regional tour

(nyb) China’s largest naval training ship, the Qi Jiguang
(Hull 83), sailed from Brunei to the Philippines, the final
stop of its 40 days tour in the pacific.

With a crew of 476 cadets and officers on board, the
ship has sailed through the Yellow Sea, East China Sea,
South China Sea, Gulf of Thailand and West Pacific,
sopping at Vietnam, Thailand, and other Southeast
Asian countries and conducting joint military exercises
along the way.
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This tour is taking place as tension heightened in the
South China sea in light of the Vietnamese protest of
Chinese a research ship sailing through Vietnam'’s
exclusive economic zone, tit-for-tat buoy-placing battle
between China and Philippines, and the recent
Philippines-Japan-US trilateral coast guard exercise
[see AIR No. 23, June/2023, 1]. [Reuters] [China Military]

Japan, Philippines, USA: Coast guards hold
three-way sea drills

(eg) The coast guards of Japan, the Philippines and the

USA held a joint drill in the South China Sea to simulate
neutralizing a vessel suspected of carrying weapons of
mass destruction.

The Philippine coast guard stressed the need to
enhance maritime co-operation to cope with intrusions
into its waters. The US and its ally Japan have increased
co-operation with Southeast Asian nations to maintain
the region’s security.

The trilateral drill comes amid growing military activity
from China in the South China Sea, a crucial trade
route claimed by the Philippines and a host of other
Southeast Asian nations. [Kyodo News]

China, Japan, Russia: Joint China-Russian
air patrol over waters of Japan

(eg) Four Chinese and Russian bombers flew together
over Japanese waters on June 6, but did not violate
Japanese airspace. The Japan nevertheless expressed
its concern over the show of force.

On the same day, eight aircrafts from China and Russia
flew into South Korea'’s air defense identification zone,
but also did not violate the country’s airspace.

These exercises are the sixth joint patrol between the
two countries, signifying increased co-operation
between China and Russia. [Kyodo News]

North Korea rejects resolution of
International Maritime Organization

(dqgl) North Korea declared on June 8 that it "rejects
and never recognizes" the latest resolution adopted by
the International Maritime Organization - a United
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Nations specialized agency which is responsible for
regulating shipping and has currently has 175 member
states and three associate members - on June 1 at the
ongoing 107th session of the IMO's Maritime Safety
Committee (MSC) in London [see AIR No. 23,
June/2023,1].

The resolution denounced North Korea's missile tests
calling them a serious threat to the safety of
international navigation and demanded that
Pyongyang comply with due regulations, including
issuing advance notification of any missile tests.

North Korea’s Maritime Administration called
resolution “unfair and illegal, arguing that there was no
obligation to inform the UN agency of a satellite launch
plan, given that navigation warning is directly delivered
to vessels through the world navigational warning
system in case of a satellite launch. [Korea Central
News Agency] [Yonhap News Agency]

Meanwhile, the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) has affirmed that it remains ready to
provide humanitarian assistance to North Korea, as
confirmed by Olivier Ray, the ICRC's director for
mobilization, movement, and partnerships in an
interview.

Ray added that his organization was also ready to
resume projects that were halted during the
coronavirus pandemic whenever the Pyongyang seeks
aid.

Ray made these remarks during his first official visit to
South Korea to discuss Seoul’'s humanitarian
assistance and increasingly active role on the global
stage with high-ranking officials from both government
and aid organizations. His visit comes as South Korea
has been elected as a nonpermanent member of the
UN Security Council [see article in this edition]. [The
Korea Times]

South Korea elected non-permanent UNSC
member

(dgl) South Korea was elected - along with Algeria,
Guyana, Sierra Leone and Slovenia - on June 6 as a
nonpermanent member of the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) for 2024-2025, marking the country’'s
third membership in the body after 1996-1997 and
2013-2014.

Replacing Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana and the
United Arab Emirates whose terms will end on
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December 31, the five newly elected countries will join
Ecuador, Japan, Malta, Mozambique and Switzerland as
UNSC non-permanent members of the Council.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea] [UN News]

The election of South Korea to the UNSC comes as
inter-Korean tensions are rising amid North Korea’s
efforts to advance its ballistic missile technology a part
of which was the (failed) launch of a military spy
satellite on May 31 [see AIR No. 23, June/2023, 1].

In an immediate response to the election, South
Korean Ambassador to the United Nations Hwang
Joon-kook stated that his country will closely cooperate
with the US and Japan but also with Russia and China
to address Pyongyang's nuclear threats. [Korea
JoongAng Daily]

India not planning to invite Ukraine to
G20 in September

(Im) India is not planning to invite Ukraine to the
summit of the Group of Twenty (G20) industrialized
and developing nations in its capital New Delhi in
September, saying participation is for members and
organizations it had included on a list when it assumed
the G20 presidency in December last year. Ukraine is
not a G20 member, but its President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy was invited to participate in last year's
summit in Bali, Indonesia [see AR No. 47,
November/2022, 4]. [abc News]

In April, Emine Dzhaparova, the deputy minister of
foreign affairs visited India to convey a request for New
Delhi to supply medicine and medical equipment and
help Kiev rebuild war-damaged infrastructure. During
her visit, Dzhaparova also askedfor Ukrainian officials
to be invited for the G20 summit, so they could convey
the voice of the Ukrainian people at the platform; at
the same time, she also defended India’s sovereign
right to dealings with other nations. [AIR No. 16,
April/2023, 3].

That visit was followed by a meeting between Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Ukraine President
Zelenskyy on the sidelines of the summit of the Group
of Seven industrialized nations in Japan in May [see AIR
No. 21, May/2023, 4]. It was their first meeting since
Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine in February
2022.
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Tens of thousands of Rohingya in
Bangladesh protest ration cuts, demand
safe return to Myanmar

(Im) Tens of thousands of Rohingya refugees have held
protests in southeastern Bangladesh over cuts to their
United Nations food ration and to demand a safe
return to their home state of Rakhine in neighboring
Myanmar with citizenship rights granted. [Al Jazeera]

More than a million Muslim-majority Rohingya
refugees live in squalid camps in Bangladesh's Cox
Bazar district, the world's largest refugee settlement.
Most fled the crackdown by Myanmar’s military almost
six years ago, although some have been there for
longer.

OnJune 1, the UN World Food Programme (WFP)
announced a new round of deep cuts in food rations to
USD 8 a month, after a funding shortfall of USD 56
million. UN experts and human rights advocates have
condemned the move, saying it is building pressure on
the Rohingya refugees to repatriate [see AiR No. 23,
June/2023, 1]. Furthermore, as of this month, the Joint
Response Plan for supporting Rohingya in Bangladesh
was only 24 percent funded.

Against this backdrop of a deteriorating situation in the
overcrowded refugee camps, Bangladesh and
Myanmar are looking to return about 1,100 people in
the first phase of a repatriation program mediated by
China [see AiR No. 22, May/2023, 5]. A total of 6,000
are due to be returned by the end of the year.

However, Tom Andrews, UN special rapporteur on the
human rights situation in Myanmar, on June 8 said
Dhaka must immediately suspend the pilot
repatriation project for Rohingya to return to
Myanmar, where they face serious risks to their lives.
In response, Bangladesh's government defended the
pilot project to repatriate Rohingyas, assuring that they
would be brought back if they feel uncomfortable in
Rakhine state or the project fails. [The National News]
[The Star] [UN News]

In separate developments, Bangladesh's Foreign
Secretary Masud Bin Momen on June 10 met with the
Director for Humanitarian Assistance in the Federal
Foreign Office of Germany, Susanne Fries-Gaier, in
Dhaka. During her visit, Fries-Gaier announced fresh
allocations of additional USD 12.9 million towards the
Rohingya response in the region, both in Bangladesh
and Myanmar, including an additional USD 5.3 million
in funds for the WFP. [Dhaka Tribune]
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United Nations should enhance screening
of Bangladesh peacekeepers, Human
Rights Watch says

(Im) During his upcoming Dhaka visit, United Nations
(UN) Under-Secretary-General for Peace Operations
Jean-Pierre Lacroix should emphasize that if
Bangladesh is to maintain its role as top contributor of
peacekeeping troops, it should appropriately apply the
UN human rights screening policy, according to Human
Rights Watch. [Human Rights Watch]

Bangladesh is the top troop and police contributor,
with more than 7,200 military and police personnel
supporting the UN as of March 2023. However, when
reviewing the South Asian’s record in 2019, the UN
Committee against Torture expressed concerns that
individuals who had served with the Rapid Action
Battalion - an elite unit of Bangladesh's police - are
being sent on UN missions, despite consistent and
credible evidence of abuses including extrajudicial
killings, torture, and enforced disappearances by
members of this unit. In light of this, at the time, the
committee recommended an independent vetting
procedure to ensure that units with proven records of
abuse are excluded from deployment.

However, Lacroix's department has yet to formally
respond; it did also not provide a response to a letter
from human rights organizations calling for the
Department of Peace Operations that was made public
in January last year [see AR No. 4, January/2022, 4].
Shortly after the letter was sent privately, the United
States announced sanctions on the RAB, citing “serious
human rights abuses.” It also sanctioned the current
director of the security force and five former senior
RAB officials, including Benazir Ahmed, now
Bangladesh’s top police chief. [AIR No. 50,
December/2021, 2]

Pakistan, Turkmenistan ink Joint
Implementation Plan to expedite work on
TAPI gas pipeline

(mha) In an effort to expedite work on Turkmenistan,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India (Tapi) gas pipeline
project and finish the feasibility study as soon as
possible, Pakistan and Turkmenistan signed a Joint
Implementation Plan. The JIP was signed by State
Minister and Head of TurkmenGaz and Pakistan's
Minister of State for Petroleum. Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and key cabinet members
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attended the signing event. [Business Standard]
[Hydrocarbons Technology]

The Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI)
pipeline will be a 1,814km trans-country natural gas
pipeline running across four countries. The investment
agreement for the development of the TAPI project
was signed by the four countries in February 2016. The
ceremony marking the beginning of construction of the
Afghanistan-Pakistan section of the pipeline was held
in February 2018. It is expected to transport 33 billion
cubic metres (bcm) of natural gas a year.

Most wanted terrorist Sanaullah Ghafari
killed in Afghanistan

(mha) Most wanted terrorist Sanaullah Ghafari aka
Shahabul Muhajir has been killed in the city of Kunar at
Afghanistan. The killed terrorist was not only wanted in
Pakistan but also at an international level. Ghafari had
migrated from India along with his family to
Afghanistan, while he lived in the Afghan capital Kabul,
where he received religious education at a madrasah.
[Tribune]

Ghafari, involved in multiple attacks in Iran,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Pakistan, was also active in
Afghanistan. Since April 2020, he has been serving as
the head of operations for the Islamic State Khorasan
Province (ISKP), overseeing all its operations. In
December 2021, the United Nations, the United States,
and the European Union designated him as a global
terrorist and included him in their sanctions list.

Along with the global terrorist designation, the United
Nations, the United States, and the European Union
had also placed a bounty of USD 10 million on his
head.

Pakistan senior official addresses Annual
Meeting of European Council for Foreign
Relations in Stockholm

(mha) Pakistan's Minister of State for Foreign Affairs,
Hina Rabbani Khar, participated in the Annual Meeting
of the European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) in
Stockholm on 7-8 June 2023. [Pakistan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs]

The Minister of State was a key-note speaker at the
Public Panel on “what the next world order could look
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like". In her remarks, she called for addressing the
unresolved disputes and legitimate aspirations of
developing countries for a more inclusive and
representative world order. She stressed the dire
need for the international community to join hands to
realize the much-elusive SDGs, face the impending
climate-related crises and avert the possible next
pandemics.

The major reason, she explained, was that instead of
bringing the world together to meet common threats,
the major powers were preoccupied with dividing the
world into “us” and “them” in a race for political
supremacy. The Minister of State called for a
competition for finding solutions to common problems
faced by the international community, instead of a
competition for political hegemony.

Pakistan elected as a member of UN
ECOSOC for the term 2024-2026

(mha) Pakistan has been elected as a member of the
United Nations (UN) Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOCQ) for the term 2024-2026, in the election held
on 8 June 2023 at the UN Headquarters in New York.
Pakistan will take its seat at ECOSOC on January 1,
2024. [Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Pakistan has served on the 54-member Council for ten
times in the past, serving as its President on six
different occasions (1952, 1957, 1975, 1995, 2005 and
2020). At ECOSOC, Pakistan has been a leading voice
and a consensus-builder on promoting international
economic cooperation and sustainable development.

Pakistan-China-lran Trilateral
Consultation on Counter Terrorism and
Security held in Beijing

(mha) The first meeting of Pakistan-China-Iran
Trilateral Consultation on counter terrorism and
security was held at Directors General level on 7th June
in Beijing, China. Director General (Counter Terrorism),
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan, Director General
of the Department of External Security Affairs, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of China, and Assistant to the Foreign
Minister and Director General of South Asia, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Iran, led their respective delegations.

The delegations held detailed discussions on the
regional security situation, particularly the threat of
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terrorism faced by the region. Based on the outcome
of these consultations, they decided to institutionalize
the Trilateral Consultations on counter terrorism and
security for which further details will be worked out.
[Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Russian crude shipment paid in Chinese
currency, Pakistan says

(mha) Islamabad paid for its first government-to-
government import of discounted Russian crude in
Chinese currency, Pakistan's petroleum minister said
on June 12, a significant shift in its US dollar-dominated
export payments policy. [Arab News]

Discounted crude offers respite as Pakistan faces an
acute balance of payments crisis, risking a default on
its debt obligations. The foreign exchange reserves
held by the central bank are scarcely enough to cover
four weeks of controlled imports. The first cargo of
discounted Russian crude oil arranged under a new
deal struck between Islamabad and Moscow earlier
this year arrived in Karachi on June 11. It is currently
being offloaded at the port in the southern city of
Karachi.

Pakistan's first government-to-government (G2G) deal
with Russia, consisted of 100,000 tons, of which 45,000
tons had docked at Karachi port and the rest was on its
way. Pakistan made the purchase back in April.
Pakistan's purchase gives Moscow a new outlet to add
to growing sales to India and China, as it redirects oil
from western markets because of the Ukraine conflict.

Sri Lanka plans to expedite its standing
Israel-India projects

(ns) Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Ali Sabry has recently
announced to the media that Colombo seeks to
expedite its trilateral cooperation projects with Israel
and India. The Minister has talked to the Ambassador
of Israel, who visited Colombo from New Delhi to
commemorate 75 years of Israeli independence. The
counterparts also proposed to establish air
connectivity between Tel Aviv and Colombo for the
tourist sector.

India and Israel expressed plans for the agriculture
sector joint investments in Sri Lanka. In turn, the Sri
Lankan Agriculture Ministry and the International
Development Cooperation of Israel agreed to establish


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vnurjl-l-ydk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vnurjl-l-ydu/

the Agriculture Centers of Excellence in Sri Lanka. India
plans to fund most of the initiative, while Israel - to
provide technical knowledge and assistance.

Sri Lanka identified 5 locations for the fruits, potatoes,
non-rice cereals, legumes and oil crop cultivation,
including Horana, Seetha-Eliya, Mahailluppallama,
Angunukolapelessa, and Gannoruwa. The parties also
consider launching a horticulture research and
development institute. [Daily Mirror]

China-US: Antony Blinken rumored to visit
China as early as next week

(nyb) Following the cancellation of his previous visit to
China over the spy-balloon incident in February [see
AiR No. 6, February/2023, 1], U.S Secretary of State
Antony Blinken is rumored to travel to China this
month.

Blinken expected to be in Beijing on June 18 for
meetings with senior Chinese officials, including
Foreign Minister Qin Gang, and possibly President Xi
Jinping, according to US officials, speaking to the
Associated Press on the condition of anonymity. [AP]
[Aljazeera]

However, neither the State Department nor the
Chinese Foreign Ministry has confirmed the trip.

If taken place, this trip would be the highest-level visit
by U.S official to China since the former Secretary Mike
Pompeo’s visit in 2018. [Palitico]

US senators propose to bar Federal
Aviation Administration from buying,
using Chinese drones

(nyb) Two US senators, Marsha Blackburn, a
Republican, and Mark Warner, a Democrat chair of the
Intelligence Committee, have proposed legislation that
would prohibit the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) from purchasing or using Chinese-made drones.
[Reuters]

The legislation would also pose restrictions on drones
made in Russia, Iran, North Korea, Venezuela and
Cuba, as well as requiring the FAA to replace Chinese-
made drone with a US or allied-built drone within one
year.
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Chinese and Russian bombers carried out
joint patrols in the Pacific

(nyb) Chinese Xian H-6K and Russian Tupolev Tu-95
long-range bombers carried out patrols last week over
the Sea of Japan, the East China Sea, and the western
Pacific Ocean.

The Russian Ministry of Defense said the bombers,
accompanied by fighter jets, were intercepted by jets
from unidentified states, and that the two countries
were operating in international air space. [Reuters]

In response, Japan and South Korea scrambled fighter
jets. [Al Jazeera]

China-Pakistan: Third Chinese-made
frigate joins the Pakistani navy

(nyb) On June 9, the third Chinese-made guided-missile
frigate arrived in Karachi to join the Pakistani navy.

This is a part of the four-installment commission of
Type-054A frigates by Pakistan in 2017-2018 with the
first ship entering service in 2021.

The four 054A frigates made by Hudong-Zhonghua
have medium range air defense capability via Type 382
radar and vertically launched HHQ-16 surface-to-air
missile. [Arab News]

China-South Korea: Diplomatic row
following ROK summon of Chinese envoy
over aggressive comments

(nyb) South Korea summoned Chinese ambassador,
Xing Haiming, on June 9 over his comment warning
Seoul against making “wrong bets” in the Sino-US
strategic competition. In response, a Chinese official
lodged a complaint with the South Korean Ambassador
to China. [South China Morning Post] [AP]

The remark was made to Lee Jae-myung, the leader of
South Korea's main opposition party, at a Chinese
embassy event. The ambassador said that South Korea
is to blame for current difficulties between the two
countries and that those who “bet on China’s defeat
will regret it,” and warned South Korea against “outside
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interference” in matters concerning its relations to
China.

South Korea's foreign ministry summoned Xing and
called for the envoy to express “strong regret” for
making such “provocative” remarks, adding the
warning the ambassador that his open criticism which
contains “untrue content and intolerable expressions”
could be seen as Chinese attempt to interfere in South
Korea’s domestic politics, and that Xing will be
“responsible for all the consequences [of his
comment]”. A South Korean foreign affairs committee
member of parliament also said that the ROK would
consider taking steps to “banish” Xing if he does not
issue an apology. [Reuters][Reuters]

In response to Seoul's reprimand, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry said that strain in Sino-South Korean relations
is not caused by Beijing, and that making such
comment is a part of Xing's ambassador duties. It
urged Seoul to adhere to the one-China principle and
reaffirm that the issues surrounding Taiwan is a
Chinese “internal affair.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China] [Reuters] [AP]

Honduras opens embassy in China

(nyb) Following the establishment of ties with China in
March and recent severing of its 82-year ties with
Taiwan, Honduras opened an embassy in Beijing on
June 11.

The opening come as Honduran President Xiomara
Castro made a six-day visit to China last week. This was
the first presidential visit following Honduras'
establishment of ties with the PRC.

During the visit, Castro met with President Xi Jinping,
and visited Huawei's head quarter and BRICS' New
Development Bank which Honduras is eying to join.
[AP] [Reuters] [PBS] [The Guardian]

Fiji reconsiders ties with China

(nyb) During his visit to New Zealand last week, Fiji's
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka said Fiji is reviewing its
police exchange agreement which allowed Chinese
police officers to be stationed in Fiji and enabled Fijian
police officers to be trained in China.

He also told reporters in Wellington that Fiji and New
Zealand is poised to sign a defense agreement to
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increase military cooperation which would allow Fijian
military to build its capacity and increase its technology
exposure. [The Gurdian]

Rabuka said that his government is considering if the
agreement, signed in 2011 when Fiji was under a
military dictatorship, should be cancelled outright.

Rabuka’s coalition government has shown skepticism
about close ties with China. Rabuka also commented “if
our systems and our values differ, what cooperation
can we get from them (China)?” and that there was “no
need” to continue the police cooperation as the island
nation moves towards closer allyship with democratic
partners. [The Gurdian] [AP]

UK orders China to close ‘secret police
stations’ on British soil

(nyb) The British government has ordered China to
shut down undeclared police stations operating as
secret police stations on British soil, following claims
made by Safeguard Defenders, a non-governmental
human rights organization.

The British Government assumes that some 100 such
stations are being operated around the world.
[Aljazeera]

In April, arrests of two US nationals accused of running
police operation in New York on behalf of Chinese
authorities have also been made following a raid on a
Fujianese community center in Chinatown. [The
Guardian]

China-Thailand: Top Chinese diplomat met
with Princess Sirindhorn of Thailand

(nyb) Member of the Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee and Director of the Office of the
Central Commission for Foreign Affairs Wang Yi met
with Princess Sirindhorn of Thailand on June 6 during
the princess’ visit to China. [EMPRC]

China says it expects the royal family to continue to
make positive contributions towards the Sino-Thai
relationship. [EMPRC]

Last November, King Maha Vajiralongkorn also met
with Xi Jinping in Thailand, demonstrating warm ties
between the PRC and the Thai elites. [CFR] [FMPRC]
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China-Cuba: Deal reached to allow China
to build intelligence facility in Cuba

(nyb) According to Wall Street Journal and CNN
sources, China has reached a secret deal with Cuba to
establish an eavesdropping facility. This facility is said
to be anisland roughly 160km from Florida.

However, US, Cuban, and Chinese governments cast
strong doubts on the report, with the US White House
National Security saying the report is “inaccurate,” and
the Cuban Vice-Foreign Minister dismissing the report
as slander and an attempt to justify the maintenance
of economic embargo on Cuba. China also avoided
discussing the matter, saying it was “not aware” of the
situation. [CNN] [Reuters]

Japan protests Chinese navy vessel
entering its waters

(eg) A Chinese navy vessel entered Japanese territorial
waters in the south-western Kagoshima Prefecture on
8 June, drawing protests from the Japanese Ministry of
Defense.

The incursion is the eighth incident since November
2021 in which a Chinese ship has entered the waters of
Kagoshima Prefecture.

Chinese ships have routinely sailed through Japanese
waters in recent years, especially around the Senkaku
Islands, which China claims as the Diaoyu Islands.
[Kyodo News]

Japan declines to comment on France’s
objection to NATO'’s Tokyo office

(eg) The Japanese government refused to comment on
reports that French President Emmanuel Macron will
object to plans to establish a NATO liaison office in
Tokyo.

Speaking at a conference, President Macron warned
that expanding NATO beyond the North Atlantic would
be a “big mistake.” France has previously been wary of
stoking tension with China, who has criticized the
liaison office as “interfering in regional affairs and
inciting bloc confrontation”.
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NATO has pursued a more active presence in the Indo-
Pacific region to counter co-operation between China
and Russia, which it views as a threat to regional
security, particularly over the sovereignty of Taiwan,
which China claims as its territory. The Tokyo liaison
office, the product of months of discussion within
NATO, would further increase NATO's presence in the
region.

France has warned against fueling tensions with
Beijing. President Macron suggests this would force
the European Union to be a “follower” of either great
power - China or the USA. France is also concerned
that opening an office would disrupt EU-China dialogue
to prevent Chinese arms reaching Russia in its invasion
of Ukraine.

China has called on Japan to “make the right call in
keeping with the region’s stability”. The Japanese
government spokesperson said the matter was being
discussed within NATO and would not provide a
comment. [Kyodo News]

Japan, Sweden: Japan supports Sweden’s
NATO bid as defense ministers meet

(eg) Japan expressed support for Sweden’s accession to
NATO membership at a recent meeting of both
countries’ defense ministers.

The Japanese defense minister Yasukazu Hamada
emphasized his support for Sweden’s NATO
membership bid, which is currently awaiting approval
from Turkey and Hungary, citing the dangers to world
security brought about by the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.

Japan has been building on its ties with NATO in the
wake of the war, and talks are underway to open a
liaison office in Tokyo.

The Swedish defense minister Pal Jonson highlighted
the need for European states to reach out to friendly
countries in Asia to counter the increasing co-
operation between China and Russia. [ABC News]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]

Japan-UAE: Foreign ministers agree to
further deepen cooperation

(dql) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi met
with Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of
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Foreign Affairs of the United Arab Emirates, on June 12.
The meeting was part of Zayed Al Nahyan visit to Japan
in this week.

During their talk, the two ministers agreed to continue
to deepen bilateral ties and cooperation under the
Comprehensive and Strategic Partnership Initiative
(CSPI) launched last year and discussed ways to
enhance defense cooperation and cooperation on the
situation in Ukraine.

They also exchanged views on the situations and
developments in the Middle East, East Asia, and North
Korea. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [Arab News]

Mongolian President meets Vatican’s
foreign minister

(dqgl) Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa met
with Secretary for Relations with States within the Holy
See's Secretariat of State Archbishop Paul Richard
Gallagher, the Vatican's foreign minister, on June 6 in
Ulaanbaatar.

The two sides reaffirmed importance of the upcoming
visit of Pope Francis to Mongolia in September and
agreed that the visit is expected to open a new chapter
in the history of diplomatic ties and cooperation
between the two countries.

They also discussed issues pertaining to global peace,
security, environment, tourism, and culture as well as
plans for joint research on historical documents and
cultural heritage of Mongolia kept in archives and
libraries of the Holy See.

The meeting was part of Gallaghers visit to Mongolia
from June 4-6 during which also met with his
Mongolian counterpart Battsetseg Batmunkh and
Premier Luvsannamsrain Oyun-Erden.

It marked the first visit by a high-ranking official of the
Vatican since the establishment of diplomatic relations
between the two states in 1992. [Montsame] [UCA
News]

South Korea-Poland: Defense cooperation
to be deepened

(dgl) South Korean Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup met
with his Polish counterpart Mariusz Blaszczak on June
7 in Sacheon, South Gyeongsang Province. The
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meeting was part of Blaszczak's three-day visit to South
Korea from June 5-7, aimed at further developing
military cooperation between the two countries.
[Ministry of Defense, Poland, Twitter]

The two ministers agreed to further expand and
deepen defense cooperation and signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) to establish the
Joint Korean-Polish Committee on Cooperation in the
Fields of Defense and Defense Industry.

They also discussed ways to carry out combined
military exercises and promote military-to-military
exchanges and boost education and training programs
for the operation of South Korea's weapon systems.

Poland has become one of the key export markets for
Seoul's defense industry, reflected in a deal signed last
year with South Korean defense contractors for the
supply of various defense equipment worth USD 12.4
billion. [The Korea Herald]

In a related development, the two countries are
reportedly planning to jointly develop the South
Korean Army's K808 wheel-type armored vehicles
which were among a list of export items included in an
initial deal signed with Poland to export 1,000 K2 tanks
in July last year. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea-US: First Nuclear
Consultative Group meeting to be held
soon

(dgl) The Office of South Korean President Yoon Suk-
yeol has announced that the inaugural meeting of the
Nuclear Consultative Group (NCG) is expected to be
held this summer.

The establishment of the NCG was announced during
the summit between Yoon and US President in April to
increase South Korea’s involvement in discussion on
nuclear and strategic planning as well as the
management of the threat to the nonproliferation
regime posed by North Korea.

The establishment of the NCG responded to long-
standing calls of South Korean politicians to involve
them more in planning for how and when to use
nuclear weapons against North Korea [see AIR No. 18,
May/2023, 1]. [The Korea Herald]

Meanwhile, South Korean top nuclear negotiator Kim
Gunn and U.S. special representative for North Korea
Sung Kim agreed during a meeting on June 12 further
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strengthen cooperation to prevent funds from flowing
into North Korea's illegal weapons development
programs. [Yonhap News Agency]

The meeting follows on the heels of Pyongyang's
(failed) launch of a military spy satellite on May 31 [see
AiR No. 23, June/2023, 1].

South Korea-Israel: Foreign ministers
agree to deepen ties in various fields

(dgl) South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin and his
Israeli counterpart held a meeting on June 7 during
which they exchanged views on deepening ties and
cooperation in multiple areas, including trade, science
technology and startups, Seoul's foreign ministry said.
[Yonhap News Agency 1]

On the same day, the two countries concluded six
memorandums of understanding (MOUs) pertaining to
investment in bio, robot, and smart mobility, worth
USD 18 million.

Commenting on the signing of the MoUs, South Korean
Trade, Industry and Energy Minister Lee Chang-yang
reaffirmed South Korea's intention to expand
technological cooperation with Israel. [Ministry of
Trade, Industry and Energy, South Korea] [Yonhap
News Agency 2]

South Korea eyes major energy, industry
projects in Azerbaijan

(dqgl) During the 3rd Korea-Azerbaijan Joint Economic
Committee Meeting held on June 7 to assess the
progress of joint economic projects, South Korean
Deputy Trade Minister Jeong requested support from
the Azerbaijani government for the involvement of
South Korean companies in large-scale energy and
industry projects in Azerbaijan.

He referred in particular to the USD 3 billion natural
gas processing plant project and modernization of oil
refineries by the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan
(SOCAR). Bids for this project are scheduled to open in
the second half of 2023. [Ministry of Trade, Industry
and Energy, South Korea] [Yonhap News Agency]
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Taiwan-China: Further incursions of
Chinese warplanes into Taiwanese
defense zone

(eg) Taiwan's air defenses were activated two times last
week, as Chinese warplanes crossed into the island’s
air defense zone.

37 warplanes flew into the defense zone on June 8,
followed by 10 on June 11. This came alongside four
Chinese warships which crossed the boundary to
conduct combat patrols. The defense ministry has
tracked more aircrafts moving outside the median,
which acts as an unofficial boundary between the
defense zones of China and Taiwan.

So far this month, China has sent 141 aircrafts and 53
ships around Taiwan. This is part of a move to
increasingly use gray zone tactics to apply pressure on
Taiwan, which China views as its renegade province.
China has defended these incursions as aimed to
prevent “collusion” between Taiwan and the USA.
[Reuters] [Taiwan News]

US Senate passes bill to require
government response to an invasion of
Taiwan

(eg) On June 8, the US Senate's Foreign Relations
Committee approved a bill that required the
government to prepare for and respond to an attack
on Taiwan by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

The bipartisan committee approved the Taiwan
Protection and National Resilience Act without
objection. It will mandate federal agencies to formulate
comprehensive plans for sanctions against the CCP in
the case of force used against Taiwan, and presses for
the US to become strategically independent on
Chinese-made goods.

The bill will need to pass through Congress before it
can be signed into law by President Joe Biden. [Taiwan
News 1]

In a latest development, Armed Services Committee of
the US House of Representatives released on June 12 a
draft of Congress's defense bill for fiscal year 2024 that
suggests the joint production of weapons between the
US and Taiwan, in a bid to tackle the problem of
delayed arms deliveries to Taiwan. [Taiwan News 2]
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Vietham condemns Taiwan'’s military
drills in South China Sea

(eg) Taiwan has denounced Vietnam'’s statement that a
life-fire military drill conducted on a Taiwanese-
controlled island in the South China Sea was a “serious
violation of Vietnam’s sovereignty”.

Itu Aba Island, or Taiping Island, is the largest natural
Spratly Island, lying 1,600 km southwest of the
Taiwanese city of Kaohsiung. It is controlled by Taiwan
but also claimed by China, the Philippines and
Vietnam.

Taiwan's foreign ministry claimed that Taiping Island is
“indisputably the territory of the Republic of China” but
committed to peaceful resolutions to solve disputes in
the South China Sea, following President Tsai Ing-wen's
principles outlined in 2016. [Taipei Times] [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Taiwan, in Chinese]

Relations with China cannot progress
without peace and tranquility at border,
India’s foreign minister says

(Im) In a clear message to Beijing, India’s external
affairs minister on June 8 said any expectation of
normalization with his country’s ties with China is
unfounded, describing the “forward deployment” of
troops at the border in eastern Ladakh as the main
problem. [Outlook]

Addressing a special media briefing, S. Jaishankar said
China is the only leading country with which India's
relations have not advanced in the last few years as it
violated border agreements in 2020 and deployed
large numbers of troops along the frontier. He also
said that New Delhi has made it very clear to Beijing
that until there is peace and tranquility in border
areas, the relationship between the two countries
cannot progress.

India and China remain locked in a tense border
dispute since a violent brawl in June 2020 in the
Galwan Valley in the Ladakh region, even as the two
countries have completed disengagement from friction
points following extensive diplomatic and military talks
[see AR No. 7, February/2021, 3, AiR No. 37,
September/2022, 2]. But among both India and China
watchers, there is not much optimism that tensions
will be resolved soon, not least because Beijing more
so than India is investing heavily in projects to
strengthen the border infrastructure.
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It was against this backdrop that China’s defense
minister said on April 27 conditions along the disputed
Himalayan border with India are “stable overall,” in
sharp contrast with the view from his Indian
counterpart who accused Beijing of border aggressions
that have “eroded the entire basis” of the two
countries’ relationship. [AIR No. 18, May/2023, 1]

Kathmandu mayor installs map of
“Greater Nepal’ to counter mural in
India’s new parliament building

(Im) The mayor of Nepal's capital has installed a map of
“Greater Nepal” in his office in an apparent counter to
a mural interpreted as “Akhand Bharat”, or Greater
India, in India’s new parliament complex. [Scroll.in]
[The Himalayan Times]

Supporters of the irredentist “Greater Nepal” concept
believe that the Himalayan nation’s territory expands
beyond its present boundaries include parts of current
India and Bangladeshi. The territorial claims typically
include the Nepali borders before the signing of the
Sugali Treaty with British India Company at the end of
the Anglo-Nepalese War in 1816.

The mural, on display in India’s newly inaugurated
Parliament building, is based on a concept espoused
by Hindutva nationalists envisaging that neighboring
countries Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka
would become part of the South Asian nation. In light
of this, political leaders in Nepal had objected to the
mural as it shows Lumbini - the birthplace of the
founder of Buddhism Gautama Buddha - as part of
India. Nepal considers Lumbini as one of the major
cultural centers on its map.

Against this backdrop, India's external affairs minister
told reporters last week that the mural “depicts the
extent of the Ashokan Empire”, and thus, would not
constitute a “political issue”. He also said that “friendly
countries” would understand. [The Kathmandu Post]

India rebukes Canada over parade float
showing assassination of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi

(Im) India’s external affairs minister on June 8 hit out at
Canada for allowing a float in a parade depicting the
1984 assassination of the country’s then Prime
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Minister Indira Gandhi by her bodyguards, perceived
to be glorification of violence by Sikh separatists.

Gandhi was assassinated in 1984 by two Sikh
bodyguards after she ordered the military to storm the
holiest Sikh temple to flush out Sikh separatists who
demanded greater rights and autonomy for Punjab
province. In the aftermath of Ghandhi's assassination,
anti-Sikh riots erupted across the country, with more
than 3,000 Sikhs being killed in New Delhi and an
estimated 8,000 - 20,000 Sikhs in total.

Against this backdrop, several members of Gandhi's
opposition Congress party condemned the holding of
the parade in the Canadian city of Brampton and
demanded action from the Indian government.
Canada's High Commissioner New Delhi also
condemned the incident.

This development comes after India earlier this
summoned Canada’s high commissioner to convey
concern over pro-Khalistan protesters in Canada who
breached the security of India’s diplomatic mission and
consulates [see AIR No. 14, April/2023, 1]. The protests
came as authorities in India launched a huge manhunt
to arrest the separatist leader Amritpal Singh in Punjab
[see AR No. 12, March/2023, 3].

More importantly, it also comes just two weeks after
Canada’s national security advisor (NSA) Jody Thomas
earlier this month said that India is among the top
sources of foreign interference, listing New Delhi along
with Russia, Iran and China. The public designation is
clear indication that Ottawa is concerned about
diaspora groups - most notably Indo-Canadians and
Chinese-Canadians - being influenced, overtly or
covertly, by foreign governments with their own
agendas.

It is also worth noting that Indian sources routinely
point to the fact that Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau heads a minority government which is backed
by the New Democratic Party (NDP). The leader of the
NDP, Jagmeet Singh, was denied a visa to India in 2013
for raising the issue of the 1984 Sikh massacres. More
recently, Singh has been called out on Twitter for
attempting to meddle in Indian affairs, especially after
he raised concerns over the crackdown in Punjab
against Khalistan separatist leader Amritpal Singh. [Al
Jazeera] [The Indian Express] [Business Standard]

India, European Union discuss how to
synergize Brussel's Global Gateway
strategy with development initiatives
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(Im) India’s external affairs minister on June 11 met
with the European Union (EU) commissioner for
international partnership to discuss how to synergize
Brussel's Global Gateway strategy with New Delhi'’s
development partnership programs. The meeting
between South Asian top diplomat S. Jaishankar and
Jutta Urpilainen took place on the sidelines of the G20
Development Minister's Meeting in the Indian city of
Varanasi. [Lokmat Times]

The Globa Gateway Initiative, widely seen as an
attempt to counter China’s Belt and Road Initiative, is a
worldwide strategy by the EU to invest in infrastructure
projects and establish economic partnerships, based
on certain principles. It is part of the current plans for
European strategic autonomy, and establishing bigger,
more democratic and more sustainable trade networks
for Europe and its partners.

Prior to his meeting with Urpilainen, Jaishankar met
with German Minister for Economic Cooperation and
Development, Svenja Schulze. Berlin wants to
consolidate ties with New Delhi to broaden so-called
triangular cooperation where both countries make
their expertise available to other developing countries,
most notably African nations. [Bundesministerium fuer
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung]

The Indian top diplomat also met with Australian
development minister Pat Conroy, and with the
secretary general of the UN Conference on Trade and
Development, Rebeca Grynspan. [The Hindu] [Outlook]

Pakistani Foreign Minister meets with
Iraqi leaders

(tj) Pakistani Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
met several senior Iraqi officials and discussed ways to
enhance the bilateral relations in various fields. Bilawal
called on Parliament Speaker Mohamed al-Halbousi,
Hikmat Party President Ammar al-Hakeem, and Head
of Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq Sheikh Dr Hamoudi.

Bilawal and Speaker, al-Halbousi noted that the
cooperation between the parliaments of the two
countries would strengthen the bilateral brotherly
relations. Bilawal underscored the significance of high-
level parliamentary exchanges in learning from each
other's experiences. They discussed measures to
enhance cooperation, especially promotion of
cooperative parliamentary exchanges.

During the meeting between Bilawal and Party
President al-Hakeem, both sides discussed the political
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ties between the two countries and other issues of
mutual interest. Bilawal termed the high-level political
linkages between Pakistan and Iraq highly important.

Bilawal also met with Head of Islamic Supreme Council
of Irag Sheikh Dr Hamoudi. The discussions focused on
efforts for peace and stability of the region and
beyond. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan granted USD 445.6 million by
USAID

(tj) The US Agency for International Development
(USAID) has granted Pakistan USD 445.6 million over a
five-year period. The aid will come under the bilateral
Development Objectives Assistance Agreement (DOAG)
for the socio-economic uplift of Pakistan through
multiple initiatives. Secretary for Economic Affairs
Division Dr. Kazim Niaz and USAID Mission Director to
Pakistan Reed Aeschliman signed the new five-year
bilateral DOAG.

The agreement was signed after a lag of 13 years as
the last development partnership agreement, namely
“Pakistan Enhanced Partnership Agreement (PEPA)”
was signed between the two countries in 2010. Under
this new agreement, USAID will provide a grant of USD
445,600,000 over a period of five years.

The signing ceremony was witnessed by Federal
Minister of Economic Affairs Sardar Ayaz Sadiq and the
visiting USAID Deputy Administrator Isobel Coleman.

This agreement will be instrumental for socioeconomic
uplift of Pakistan as it supports major areas like
Climate-Resilient Economic Growth, Inclusive and
Accountable Democratic Governance and a healthier
and more educated population.

The agreement was signed after an extensive
consultative process with the federal and provincial
departments. It launches a renewed effort for
transparency and accountability, as well as for
increasing the involvement of Pakistani organizations
in its implementation. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan, Poland hold bilateral Political
Consultations

(mha) The 8th Round of Pakistan-Poland Bilateral
Political Consultations was held in Islamabad on 5th
June. The Pakistan delegation was led by Additional
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Foreign Secretary (Europe) while the Polish delegation
was led by Under Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Poland. [Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

The two sides reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral
relations and agreed to enhance high-level exchanges
and dialogue. They reaffirmed their mutual desire to
intensify cooperation in the areas of trade, investment,
energy sector, dairy and agriculture, financial sector,
defense, migration & mobility, higher education and
harmonization of visa regime. It was also agreed to
encourage cooperation between media house and
chambers of commerce of the two countries. The next
round of Consultations will be held in Warsaw in 2024.

Sri Lanka, Maldives hold 4th Joint
Commission session in Colombo

(ns) On June 6-7, the Sri Lankan Ministry of Foreign
Affairs hosted the 4th Session of the Joint Commission
between Sri Lanka and Maldives in Colombo. On the
first day, the Sri Lankan Foreign Affairs Additional
Secretary and the Bilateral Affairs of Maldives
Secretary presided over the meeting of the Senior
Officials. On the next day, foreign policy authorities
participated in the Ministerial meeting. The parties
agreed to hold the next Joint Commission in 2025 in
Malé.

The parties discussed ongoing efforts to enhance
cooperation in a variety of sectors and recognized the
importance of implementing existing contracts. In turn,
Sri Lanka and Maldives agreed to set up working
groups in the Trade, Tourism, Fisheries, and Health
sectors. Sri Lanka hopes to increase its employment
options through collaboration with the Maldives. In
turn, Maldives obtained assurances that Sri Lanka will
speed up the facilitation of issuance visas for Maldivian
students under 18 years on concessional foundations.
The countries also co-signed a Memorandum of
Understanding in the Cultural § Health Cooperation
areas and agreed to launch the Maldives Cultural
Centre in Sri Lanka. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Sri
Lanka 1], [Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Sri Lanka 2]

Sri Lanka, India hold bilateral Defense
Seminar Cum Exhibition in Colombo

(ns) On June 7, Sri Lanka hosted the first Seminar cum
Exhibition on Defence with the participation of senior
officers from the Sri Lanka Armed Forces, Police, and
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Special Task Force, including the Navy Commander,
Defence Secretary, and others. The High Commission
of India organized the event with the Chief Guest, the
Sri Lankan State Minister of Defence. India initiated
this collaborative exhibition under its ‘Neighborhood
First' policy to bring together the stakeholders from
both countries. The Chief Guest expressed hope that
the Indian defense industry expansion will help bring
stability to the Indian Ocean Region. The Defense
Secretary of India attended the event through a video
session and urged the counterparts to collaborate in
dealing with shared security challenges. [Lanka Xpress]

Cambodia receives US response over
concerns about AUKUS deal

(ns) On June 6, US officials responded to the public
statement of the Cambodian Prime Minister
concerning the trilateral alliance AUKUS between
Australia, the UK, and the US. Under the agreement,
the US will provide Australia with three nuclear-
powered submarines. On June 5, Hun Sen argued that
the deal could lead to an arms race in the Indo-Pacific
region.

The US responded that the nuclear-powered vehicles
are proven to be safe technology and that Australia’s
acquisition of the submarines intends to enhance
stability and peace in the Indo-Pacific Ocean.

The US reaffirmed that Australia stands with ASEAN
member states in the commitment to nuclear
nonproliferation. [Voice Of America] [AIR No. 23,
June/2023, 1]

Cambodian Foreign Affairs State Secretary
meets Serbian Special Envoy

(ns) On June 6, the Cambodian Foreign Affairs State
Secretary met the Foreign Policy Advisor to the Prime
Minister and the Special Envoy of Serbia at the Ministry
of International Cooperation in Phnom Penh.

The counterparts proposed enhancing ties between
the states and discussed economic, educational,
cultural, and political matters.

The foreign policy representatives also discussed
multilateral cooperation frameworks and global issues.
[Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs § International
Cooperation]
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Cambodia: Hun Sen attends
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement signing ceremony with the
UAE

(ns) On June 8, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Minister
of State for Foreign Trade met with the Cambodian
Prime Minister in Phnom Penh to finalize the
agreement of the UAE-Cambodia Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement.

The arrangement aims to increase bilateral non-
petroleum trade and simplifies trade regulations to
enhance strategic investment.

The UAE envoy and Cambodian Minister of Commerce
also agreed to commit to increasing trade volume
beyond USD 1 billion within 5 years. [UAE Minister of
State for Foreign Trade - Twitter]

Cambodian Foreign Affairs State Secretary
meets the Ambassador of the Republic of
Korea

(ns) The Cambodian Secretary of State of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs met the South Korean Ambassador
at the Ministry's headquarters on June 8.

The counterparts exchanged views on regional issues
and discussed the cooperation promotion between
Cambodia and the Republic of Korea. [Cambodian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International Cooperation]

Indonesian Minister of Defense meets
Ukrainian Ambassador to Indonesia

(ys) Days after the proposed Ukraine-Russia peace plan
by the Indonesian Minister of Defense, the Ukrainian
Ambassador to Indonesia visited his office in Central
Jakarta. The two discussed the current global situation,
where Indonesia is supporting steps needed to reach
world peace while maintaining a free and active foreign
policy. [Indonesian Minister of Defense’s Instagram]
[The Jakarta Post]

Russia to Consider Indonesia’s Peace Plan
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(ys) The Indonesian Minister of Defense held a meeting
with the Russian Ambassador to Indonesia, Lyudmila
Georgievna Vorobieva, at his office on June 6.

This meeting discussed the possibility to deepen
defense cooperation, such as enhancing the
Indonesian Army weapons system. Indonesia also used
this opportunity to push for peace between Ukraine
and Russia. [The Jakarta Post] [Indonesian Minister of
Defense’s Instagram]

That same day, a source from Russia confirmed that
Indonesia held a meeting with Russian diplomats to
discuss the Indonesian peace plan for the Ukraine-
Russia war. There is no confirmation if the meeting
referred to is the aforementioned meeting or if a
separate meeting was held. [Tass 1]

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister, Andrey Rudenko,
stated that Russia is ready to consider proposed plans
for a peaceful settlement, including from Indonesia,
provided that they are officially submitted to Russia.
The Russian Presidential Office said that Indonesia has
not submitted an official detailed peace plan. [Tass 2]

Indonesia and Malaysia join forces to
challenge EU’s deforestation regulation

(ys) At a bilateral meeting between Indonesian
President Joko Widodo and Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim in Putrajaya, Malaysia, both countries
agreed to fight the impending European Union
Deforestation Regulation (EUDR).

The upcoming EU law would ban imports considered
to be driving deforestation, which includes products
such as palm oil, of which Indonesia and Malaysia are
the world's largest producers. Two top officials from
the two nations also went to Brussels the week before
to raise their concerns over the bill.

The EU Ambassador to Indonesia, Vincent Piket,
responded to the stance by stating that EUDR will not
discriminate against any countries, including
Indonesia, and the EU has offered technical and
financial support to help upgrade the country’s
smallholder farmers. Piket also mentioned that a
senior EU official will pay a visit to two countries to
discuss the subject. [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta
Post 2]

The meeting between President Joko Widodo and PM
Anwar also resulted in six memorandums of
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understanding (MoU) which address land and maritime
border, trade, investment, and halal certification.

Both countries finally resolved the maritime territories
encompassing the Sulawesi Sea and southern Malacca
Strait after 18 years of negotiations. President Joko
Widodo and PM Anwar also discussed the protection of
migrant workers and the improvement of the One
Chanel System, a one-way mechanism for migrant
placement from Indonesia to Malaysia. [Indonesian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Laos-Australia: Water resource
management cooperation

(ws) For two decades, Australia and Laos have been
working together to manage water resources.
Important achievements in recent times include the
approval of the Sekong Groundwater Management
Plan, which happened earlier this year, and the
revision of the Water Law, which was endorsed by the
National Assembly in 2017. Additionally, significant
progress has been made in developing essential
decrees, regulations, strategies, and management
plans for prioritized basins in Laos.

A recent achievement of this partnership is the Nam
Xam Integrated River Basin Management Plan. The
Nam Xam Basin in northeastern Laos supports nearly
200,000 people and plays a vital role in freshwater
provision, ecosystem services, and fisheries,
contributing to people’s livelihoods and incomes.
However, the basin faces challenges from land use
changes, increase in water demand from different
sectors, and impact posed by climate change, such as
flooding and droughts.

This initiative is carried out in collaboration with the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
(MONRE), the Australian Water Partnership, and
Australian water experts. Its aim is to provide technical
expertise and support for water-related projects in
Laos, fostering sustainable water resource
management and addressing the challenges posed by
climate change in the region. [Laotian Times]

Laos-South Korea: Cooperation in
digitalizing Lao economy

(ws) Laos and South Korea are partnering up to drive
digitalization in the Lao economy. As part of the
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Regional Digital Global Bridge initiative with Asian
countries, a trade mission from South Korea to Laos
was organized under the banner of the 'South-East
Asia ICT Trade Mission'.

The event was hosted by South Korea's Ministry of
Science and ICT and National IT Industry Promotion
Agency (NIPA) and coordinated by the Korea Trade
Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA) in Vientiane,
which attracted over 50 entities, including private
companies and government institutions.

Notably, three Memorandums of Understanding were
signed between three South Korean and three Lao
companies during the event.

The trade delegation from South Korea consisted of
leading ICT companies with expertise in various
domains, such as Al vision inspection system, e-book
platform, loT platform, and health management
platform. [Vientiane Times]

Together, this collaboration between South Korean
and Lao companies highlights the shared commitment
to digitalizing the Lao economy and fostering mutually
beneficial partnerships in the ICT sector. Moreover, it
aligns with the intention of the Laotian president to
advance digitalization reform [see AiR No. 23,
June/2023, 1]

China-Laos railway experience significant
growth since its operation

(ws) The China-Laos Railway has experienced
significant growth in both passenger and freight
transportation since its operations 18 months ago.

Regarding passenger transportation, the railway has
commuted a total of 16.4 million passengers. Since
last April, the Kunming South Station and Vientiane
Station in Laos introduced a two-way international
passenger train, facilitating travel for 20,000 individuals
traveling to and from 28 different countries. Currently,
25 provinces, regions, and cities in China operate
cross-border cargo trains on the China-Laos Railway,
transporting various goods such as fertilizers,
miscellaneous items, electronics, and perishable fruits
under cold chain conditions. [Vientiane Times]

In the aspect of freight transportation, freight trains
have made 4641 trips since its opening in December
2021, transporting goods both to and from Laos over 4
million tons. Out of the total amount, around 3.45
million tons were shipped from Laos to China,
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consisting of items like rubber, iron ore, fruit, and
agricultural products. Meanwhile, 650,900 tons of
goods were transported from China to Laos, including
electrical equipment and household goods. [Xinhua]

Besides, Thailand has notably increased its rail
shipments to China, particularly agricultural produce,
benefiting from the railway's faster transport time of
three days compared to the previous road route of
three weeks.

The Laos-China Railway has become a crucial trade
route for business operators in Laos, Thailand,
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Myanmar, forming part of the
broader Kunming-Singapore rail link that will connect
several countries in the region. [Vientiane Times 2]

Amidst the widespread notion of Laos falling into a
debt trap, Lao President Thongloun Sisoulith firmly
rejected this notion during the recent Future of Asia
conference in Japan, arguing that it has brought
economic development which could lead to a brighter
future of Laos. [Vientiane Times 3]

Joke by US comedian prompts diplomatic
incident between Malaysia, Singapore

(Im) A United States comedian who joked about the
safety of Malaysian planes in an apparent reference to
the to the disappearance of flight MH370 has sparked
a heated backlash in Malaysia and Singapore.

The row began after Jocelyn Chia posted a clip of her
recent stand-up set, which included an extended
routine about the historic rivalry between Singapore
and Malaysia, which were once briefly part of the same
country. Chia led off with a suggestion that since the
two had separated in 1965, Singapore had risen to
become a first-world country while Malaysia had
allegedly remained a “developing” one, whose
airplanes “cannot fly”. [CNN]

The video, which created uproar in Malaysia, was
removed by TikTok, which cited a violation of its
community guidelines. Singapore's ambassador to
Malaysia said Chia did not speak for Singaporeans.
Using a similar language, Vivian Balakrishnan,
Singapore's foreign minister, condemned her and
apologized for her "horrendous statements". [The New
York Times]

Meanwhile, Malaysia's national police chief said on
June 13 that an application would be filed with Interpol
to get Chia's "full identity" and "latest location".
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Malaysia and the US have an extradition treaty -
however Malaysian authorities have not yet indicated
they intend to prosecute or charge the American
comedian. [BBC]

United Arab Emirates foreign minister on
two-day official visit to Malaysia

(Im) The foreign minister of the United Arab Emirates,
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, started an
official two-day visit to Malaysia on June 15. Sheikh
Abdullah will hold a bilateral meeting with his
Malaysian counterpart, Zambry Abd Kadir to exchange
views on various issues, especially in enhancing
bilateral relations between the two countries as well as
regional and international issues of common concern.
The meeting is a follow-up to the recent visit by the
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Chairman of the Abu
Dhabi Executive Council to Malaysia last month.
[MalayMail]

Argentine court hears testimonies about
allegations of genocide against Myanmar
leaders

(Im) An Argentine court last week commenced hearing
testimonies about allegations of genocide and crimes
against humanity committed by senior Myanmar
officials against the Southeast Asian country’s Rohingya
minority. The criminal complaint filed in 2019 centers
on violence in 2012 and 2018 that drove about 1

million Rohingyas from Myanmar, mostly to
neighbouring Bangladesh, where many live in squalid
refugee camps to this day. [Radio Free Asia]

The hearing is being held in Argentina under the
principle of “universal jurisdiction”, which allows states
or international organizations to claim criminal
jurisdiction over an accused person regardless of
where the alleged crime was committed, and
regardless of the accused's nationality, country of
residence, or any other relation to the prosecuting
entity.

Argentina’s courts have taken up other universal
jurisdiction cases in the past, including in relation to
ex-dictator Francisco Franco's rule in Spain and the
Falun Gong movement in China.
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Myanmar junta bans using USD for border
trade with China

(wn) Myanmar has announced that it will start using
the Chinese Yuan in trade transactions with China. This
move is aimed at reducing Myanmar's dependence on
the US dollar.

According to Myanmar's foreign exchange supervisory
committee, traders must open Yuan accounts in local
banks when they apply for cross-border transactions.

The Central Bank of Myanmar has also taken steps to
smooth the Yuan transaction process since December
2021. Seven local banks are now allowed to do
transactions directly from Kyat to Yuan for cross-
border traders. [The Irrawaddy]

China and Myanmar: Celebrating 73 Years
of Diplomatic Relations

(cho) The commemorative signing ceremony marking
the 73rd anniversary of diplomatic relations between
China and Myanmar took place in Nay Pyi Taw, the
capital of Myanmar, on June 8, 2023. The event was
attended by 10 Union Ministers from Myanmar's State
Administration Council (SAC), including U Than Swe,
the Union Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Mr. Chen
Hai, the Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar.

Several agreements were signed during the ceremony,
including the donation of three million Covid-19
vaccines by China to Myanmar, funding for projects in
Myanmar related to Lancang-Mekong cooperation,
provision of training for the Government Technology
College (Mandalay), and the renovation of Aung San
sport stadium with the aid of China. [Xinhua]

Philippines-South Korea: Cooperation in
agriculture deepened

(dql) Following the signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between the Department of
Agriculture (DA) and the Korea Agricultural Machinery
Industry Cooperative (Kamico), Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. reassured on June 8 that
partnership between the two countries improve food
security in the country.

The centerpiece of the MoU is the establishment of a
local agricultural machinery manufacturing cluster that
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integrates assembly line production, research and
development of agricultural machinery technology,
workforce training on agricultural machinery
technology.

An additional salient feature of the MoU is granting
official development assistance for exploration of
potential projects.

Furthermore, Kamico vowed to invest USD 30 million
for Phase 1 of the project, noting the amount would be
tripled in the second phase.

Kamico was founded in 1962 and is recognized by
South Korean government. It has more than 650
members and is a major player in the mechanization of
the agriculture sector in South Korea. [The Manila
Times]

Singapore-Australia: Funding for small-
medium enterprises

(sfa) A SGD 17.8 million co-innovation fund, announced
at the 8th Singapore-Australia Annual Leaders’ Meeting
held at the Istana on June 9, aims to drive collaboration
between the two countries in green growth sectors
such as renewable and clean energy, sustainable
agribusiness and food, or waste management.

Besides this financial support, Singapore and Australia
will work together to decarbonize and digitalize the
shipping industry through several initiatives, one of
which would be the low and zero-carbon fuel supply
chains.

While the countries work towards creating a cleaner
and greener future with resilient supply chains, they
also look forward to cooperating more on global food
security issues such as regional biosecurity, future
foods, and sustainable agriculture principles.

They have recently finalized a work plan on this aspect.
[The Straits Times]

Japanese companies invest USD 164
million in Thai data centers

(aj) Two Japanese companies, Telehouse and NTT, are
set to invest USD 164 million in building data center
providers in Thailand to support the country’s digital
transformation and expand its capacity for cloud
computing.
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Telehouse is an American data center service provider
owned by Japanese telecommunications operator KDDI
Corporation and will build its first data center in
Thailand, investing at least USD 74 million, to build an
internet hub for telecommunication carriers. NTT
Global Data Centers Corporation, under its parent
company NTT Communications, will also invest USD
86.5 million in Thailand to build its largest data center
yet, primarily catering to hyperscalers by developing
hybrid cloud services. NTT's data center will be built in
Thailand’s budding special economic zone, the Eastern
Economic Corrido, which lies in Chachoengsao, a
province that borders Bangkok's east.

The two Japanese data giants join other international
telecommunications and big data enterprises - such as
Alibaba, Amazon Web Services, Google, Huawei, and
Tencent - in digitally connecting Thailand domestically
and internationally. [National News Bureau of
Thailand]

United States seeks strong bilateral ties
with next Thai government

(aj) A top US official disclosed to the Hudson Institute
think tank that Washington has been keeping a close
eye on Thailand's election and the country’s ongoing
political developments that followed the polls. White
House Indo-Pacific Coordinator Kurt Campbell told the
think tank that the US plans to maintain a strong
bilateral relationship with Bangkok.

Thailand is the oldest treaty ally of the US in Southeast
Asia. US-Thai relations primarily focus on cultivating a
close military relationship, although Thailand's 2014
military coup dampened military exchanges between
the countries. In the lead-up to the May 14 election, a
number of countries and organizations, including the
US and EU, have been re-engaging with Thailand,
especially in military and economic affairs. [National
News Bureau of Thailand]

China, Thailand strengthen military
cooperation for regional stability with
joint drills planned

(nk) China and Thailand are set to expand military
cooperation and uphold regional stability through a
series of joint drills, including "Assault 2023" and
"Peace and Friendship 2023," according to Chinese
Defence Minister Li Shangfu.
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In talks with Narongphan Jitkaewtae, the commander-
in-chief of the Royal Thai Army, Li emphasized China's
commitment to implementing the leaders' consensus
and fostering deeper collaboration between their
militaries, particularly their armies. As tensions
between China and the United States continue to
escalate, Li highlighted the importance of jointly
maintaining regional stability.

Thailand expressed its support for China's vital role in
safeguarding regional security, underscoring the
longstanding friendship and fruitful cooperation
achieved in various areas. The visit coincided with Thai
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn's trip to China, where
she reaffirmed her commitment to promoting Thai-
Sino friendship. This collaborative military endeavor
further deepens China's influence in the Asia-Pacific
region and solidifies its ties with Thailand, as both
countries work towards building a safe and prosperous
region. [South China Morning Post]

Australia’s support for Vietnham'’s climate
change response

(km) During the two-day visit of the Australian Prime

Minister Anthony Albanese to Vietnam for the 50t
anniversary of diplomatic relation and 5th anniversary
of Strategic Partnership, the PM announced the
support package of AUD 105 milion (USD 69.5 million)
for Vietnam'’s climate change response and energy

transition on June 4.

During his visit, Albanese witnessed the signing of
several cooperation agreements, while both countries
also agreed on the expansion of direct flight routes
between the countries. [Viet Nam News]

Announcements
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Upcoming online events

14 June 2023 @ 10:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK

Cyber 2023

This hybrid conference will address the question of
how governments and businesses work together to
champion a global, open, and secure internet.

For more information, see [Chatham House].

14-15 June 2023, Center for Strategic &
International Studies (CSIS), USA

U.S.-Indo-Pacific Conference 2023

This two-day hybrid conference, jointly hosted by US-
ASEAN Business Council and the Center for Strategic &
International Studies (CSIS) will discuss crucial issues of
the U.S. relationship with ASEAN and the Quad,
including the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, as well
as a discussion about the role of American industry in
the region.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

14 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Protecting Antarctica: Argentine-Chilean
Environmental Diplomacy in the Southern
Ocean

Drawing on the example of the cooperation between
Argentine and Chile, this online discussion will focus on
marine protection in Antarctica and the importance of
the Southern Ocean to biodiversity, multilateral
environmental cooperation and scientific research.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

15 June 2023 @ 9:30-10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA
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U.S.-ROK Security, Semiconductors, and
Sensitive Technologies

This webcast will explore issues crucial for the relations
between the US and South Korea including security,
semiconductor, and sensitive technology.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

15 June 2023 @ 2:30-3:45 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

Evaluating NATO enlargement since the
end of the Cold War

This hybrid event will discuss the book “Evaluating
NATO Enlargement: From Cold War Victory to the
Russia-Ukraine War” by James Goldgeier and Joshua R.
Itzkowitz Shifrinson, focusing on an analysis of the
merits and downsides of NATO enlargement and
compare paths chosen and not chosen, giving special
consideration to Russia’'s war against Ukraine.

For more information, see [Brookings].

16 June 2023 @ 12:00-1:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Lessons in U.S. Intelligence and Special
Operations

This webcast will discuss the forthcoming book “By All
Means Available: Memoirs of a Life in Intelligence,
Special Operations, and Strategy” by Michael G.
Vickers, who was charge of the CIA’s secret war against
the Soviets in Afghanistan.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

20 June 2023 @ 9:30-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Cooperating for the Climate

This hybrid event will feature a discussion with Joanna
Lewis, Provost Distinguished Associate Professor at
Georgetown University about her new book
“Cooperating for the Climate: Learning from
International Partnerships in China's Clean Energy
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Sector” which offers an analysis of international clean
energy partnerships with China, the path forward for
Chinain clean energy development, and its
implications for global governance and bilateral
relationship with the United States

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

20 June 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (GMT-4),
Wilson Center, USA

Voices Behind the News: Promoting
Freedom of Expression & Strengthening
Independent Media in Central America

This hybrid event will explore threats to freedom of
expression and the independent media in Central
America, with participation of journalists from El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua who
will share insights into the increasing obstacles to their
investigative reporting.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

20 June 2023 @ 2:00-3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

The two world wars, genocide, and the
Ukraine war

This hybrid lecture will analyze the connection
between the two world wars and the war in Ukraine,
genocide, and the return of war to the European
continent.

For more information, see [Brookings].

Recent book releases

Javier Puente, The Rural State: Making Comunidades,
Campesinos, and Conflict in Peru’s Central Sierra,
University of Texas Press, 312 pages, published
January 17, 2023. For a review, see [LSE].

Gilles Guiheux, Contemporary China: 1949 to the
Present, Polity, 432 pages, published May 19, 2023.
The book is reviewed in [Asian Review of Books].
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Shadi Bartsch, Plato Goes to China: The Greek
Classics and Chinese Nationalism, Princeton University
Press, 304 pages, published January 10, 2023. Visit
[Foreign Affairs] for a review.

Scott Patterson, Chaos Kings: How Wall Street
Traders Make Billions in the New Age of Crisis,
Scribner, 336 pages, published June 6, 2023. A review is
available at [The New York Times].

Calls

The International Network of Genocide Scholars
(INoGS) and USC Dornsife Center for Advanced
Genocide Research invite proposals for

their convention of the International Network of
Genocide Scholars, scheduled for June 23-26, 2024, at
the University of Southern California (USC), Los
Angeles. The theme of the convention is “Genocide and
Survivor Communities: Agency, Resistance,
Recognition.” Abstract submission deadline is
September 1, 2023. For more information, see [USC].

The University of Bristol Law School invites paper
proposals for the 26th British Legal History
Conference, scheduled for July 3-6, 2024 and titled
“Insiders and Outsiders in the History of Law.” The
closing date for abstract submission is September 1,
2023. Details are available at [University of Bristol].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Intern to be based in Geneva,
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until June 16,
2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Justice Systems Analyst to be based in
Bridgetown, Barbados. Applications are accepted until
June 23, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Research Assistant to be based in
Manila, Philippines. Applications are accepted until
June 24, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Communications Associate to be
based in Manila, Philippines. Applications are accepted
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until June 24, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Field Coordination Officer to be based
in Dnipro, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until June
23,2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].
The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks Interns to
be based in Germany. Applications are accepted until
June 24, 2023. More information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an Aviation
Officer to be based in N'Djamena, Chad. Applications
are accepted until June 24, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
Assistant to be based in Haiti. Applications are
accepted until June 24, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Logistics
Officer to be based in Dnipro, Ukraine. Applications are
accepted until June 23, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
Information Management Officer to be based in South
Sudan. Applications are accepted until June 24, 2023.
More information is provided as [WFEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a National Consultant, to be based in India.
Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Child Protection Officer, to be based in Peshawar,
Pakistan. Applications are accepted until June 23, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Communication Officer, to be based in New York,
United States. Applications are accepted until June 16,
2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Programme Assistant, to be based in Caracas,
Venezuela. Applications are accepted until June 17,
2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a National Consultancy, to be based in Cambodia.
Applications are accepted until June 21, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].
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The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Technical Assistant, to be based in Geneva,
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until June 30,
2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Technical Officer, to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until June 29, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Consultant, to be based in Multiple locations.
Applications are accepted until June 23, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Project Support Officer, to be based in Berlin,
Germany. Applications are accepted until July 1, 2023.
More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an
International Consultant, to be based in Bissau,
Guinea-Bissau and Guinea. Applications are accepted
until June 22, 2023. More information is provided as
[WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Language Information Assistant to be based in Abuja,
Nigeria. Applications are accepted until June 22, 2023.
More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Human Rights Officer to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.
Applications are accepted until July 7, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Political Affairs Officer to be based in New York,
United States. Applications are accepted until July 22,
2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Security Officer to be based in Baghdad, Iraq.
Applications are accepted until June 22, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Legal
Officer to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until July 21, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Intensive Case Management Case Worker, to be based
in United States. Applications are accepted until Aug 9,
2023. More information is provided as [IRC].
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The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Employment Specialist, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until Aug 9, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Civic Specialist, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until Aug 9, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Administration Manager, to be based in Somalia.
Applications are accepted until June 23, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
IT Officer, to be based in Somalia. Applications are
accepted until June 22, 2023. More information is
provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Project Coordinator, to be based in Spain and
Trinidad and Tobago. Applications are accepted until
June 23, 2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an International Financial Planning Specialist, to be
based in Remote Work. Applications are accepted until
June 23, 2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
Procurement Assistants, to be based in Islamabad,
Pakistan. Applications are accepted until June 23, 2023.
More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Office Assistant, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until June 23, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an International Reporting Specialist, to be based in
Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until June 21,
2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Program
Quality and Development Coordinator, to be based in
Iraq. Applications are accepted until July 10, 2023.
More information is provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Grants and
Partnership Manager, to be based in Iraq. Applications
are accepted until July 8, 2023. More information is
provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Nutrition
Coordinator, to be based in Ukraine. Applications are
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accepted until July 6, 2023. More information is
provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks an Emergency
Roster, to be based in France. Applications are
accepted until July 6, 2023. More information is
provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Coordinator,
to be based in Central African Republic. Applications
are accepted until July 7, 2023. More information is
provided as [ACF].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Financial Sector
Specialist, to be based in Washington DC, United
States. Applications are accepted until June 22, 2023.
More information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks Consultant, to be based
in Washington DC, United States. Applications are
accepted until June 5, 2023. More information is
provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Digital Analyst, to be
based in Sofia, Bulgaria. Applications are accepted until
June 23, 2023. More information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Finance
Assistant, to be based in Chennai, India. Applications
are accepted until June 28, 2023. More information is
provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Finance Analyst, to be
based in Chennai, India. Applications are accepted until
June 28, 2023. More information is provided as [WB].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Project Coordinator, to be based in Bogota,
Colombia. Applications are accepted until June 20,
2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IO0M)
seeks an Infrastructure Coordinator, to be based in
Erbil, Iraq. Applications are accepted until June 21,
2023. More information is provided as [|OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks an Operations Assistant, to be based in Costa
Rica. Applications are accepted until June 16, 2023.
More information is provided as [|IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IO0M)
seeks a National Project Officer, to be based in Costa
Rica. Applications are accepted until June 22, 2023.
More information is provided as [IOM].
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The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks an Accounting & Finance Coordinator, to be
based in Costa Rica. Applications are accepted until
June 22, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS)seeks a Speech Writer, to be based in Nairobi,
Kenya. Applications are accepted until June 25, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS)seeks a Project Management Support
Associate, to be based in Karachi, Pakistan.
Applications are accepted until June 25, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Partnerships Specialist, to be based
in Accra, Ghana and Abuja, Nigeria. Applications are
accepted until June 25, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Project Management Intern, to be
based in Cotabato, Philippines. Applications are
accepted until June 18, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Communications and Partnerships
Intern, to be based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
Applications are accepted until June 21, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNOPS].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Shelter and
Settlements Team Leader, to be based in Sumy,
Ukraine. Applications are accepted until June 28, 2023.
More information is provided as [DRC].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Legal Advisor,
to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted
until June 27, 2023. More information is provided as
[DRC].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks an Interpreter,
to be based in Dnipro, Ukraine. Applications are
accepted until June 28, 2023. More information is
provided as [DRC].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Livelihood’s
Team Leader, to be based in Sumy, Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until July 2, 2023. More
information is provided as [DRC].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks an Area
Manager, to be based in Malakal, South Sudan.
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Applications are accepted until June 28, 2023. More
information is provided as [DRC].

The Division of East Asian Studies at Yonsei
University's Mirae Campus in Wonju is inviting
applications for a tenure-track position in Political
Economy, with a focus on Japan. Application
submission deadline is Junee 21, 2023. For more
details, see [Yonsei University].

The Flagler College Natural Sciences Department in
Florida, United States is inviting applications for a

Part-time Instructor. Application submission deadline
is Junee 8, 2023. For more details, see [Flagler College].

The Environmental Studies (ES) Department at
Colby College in Maine, United States is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor in
Environmental Studies. Application submission
deadline is Junee 9, 2023. For more details, see [Colby
Collegel.

The Department of Liberal Studies at California
State University in California, United States is inviting
applications for Part-time Lecturer. Application
submission deadline is Junee 8, 2023. For more details,
see [California State University].

Falk College in Syracuse, NY is inviting applications for
a Part-time Instructor. Application submission
deadline is Junee 8, 2023. For more details, see [Falk
Collegel.

Spelman College in Georgia, United States is inviting
applications for Teacher or Scholars. Application
submission deadline is Junee 2, 2023. For more details,
see [Spelman College]

The University of Michigan's Department of
Political Science in Michigan, United States is inviting
applications for a tenure track position for a scholar.
Application submission deadline is Junee 9, 2023. For
more details, see [Michigan University]

Ball State University in Indiana, United States is
inviting applications for an APSI Instructor. Application
submission deadline is Junee 8, 2023. For more details,
see [Ball State University]

Framingham State University in Massachusetts,
United States is inviting applications for a tenure-track
assistant. Application submission deadline is Junee 8,
2023. For more details, see [Framingham State
University]
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Germanna Community College in Virginia, United

States is inviting applications for a Political Science

Adjunct. Application submission deadline is Junee 8,
2023. For more details, see [Germanna Community

College]

American University in District of Columbia, United
States is inviting applications for an open-rank, full-
time, research faculty appointment. Application
submission deadline is Junee 7, 2023. For more details,
see [American University]

Syracuse University in New York, United States is
inviting applications for a Part-time Instructor.
Application submission deadline is April 19, 2023. For
more details, see [Syracuse University]

Durham University in the United Kingdom is inviting
applications for a Fellow in International Relations
and Security. Application submission deadline is Junee
8, 2023. For more details, see [Durham University]

University of Wyoming in Wyoming, United States is
inviting applications for a postdoctoral fellowship.
Application submission deadline is Junee 8, 2023. For
more details, see [University of Wyoming]

University of Wyoming in Wyoming, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of Soil
Science. Application submission deadline is Junee 8,
2023. For more details, see [University of Wyoming]

Hampton University in Virginia, United States is
inviting applications for a Department Chairperson.
Application submission deadline is Junee 8, 2023. For
more details, see [Hampton University]

Hampton University in Virginia, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
Political Science. Application submission deadline is
Junee 8, 2023. For more details, see [Hampton
University]

Hampton University in Virginia, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
Applied Mathematics. Application submission deadline
is Junee 8, 2023. For more details, see [Hampton
University]

Hampton University in Virginia, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor.
Application submission deadline is Junee 8, 2023. For
more details, see [Hampton University]

The University of Tennessee, Knoxville in Tennessee,
United States is inviting applications for a Research
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Assistant. Application submission deadline is Junee 8,
2023. For more details, see [Hampton University

Team:

Amanda Jaroen (aj), Cho Zin Thet (cho), Duc Quang Ly
(dql), Edward Green (ed), Hanzaw Aung (ha), Kanokphong
Visetvoharn, Khin Ohnmar Moe (km), Lucas Meier (Im),
Morten Strantzen (ms), Muhammad Hussain Amin (mha),
Nath Kusolsong (nk), Sheikh Afif Bin Zaman (az), Svinina
Natalia Vladimirovna (ns), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus
Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Worrawit
Sirijintana (ws), Yves Nunticha Bowonnaowarux (ynb)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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