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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Mozambique's
and Slovenia's Independence Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Youth unemployment reaches new
record level

(ms) According to the newly released monthly
economic report for May from the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS) of China, youth unemployment
continues to rise, reaching a new record high of 20.8
percent, while overall the Chinese economy remains
below forecasts and expectations.

Justin April, the youth unemployment rate reached a
new high of 20.4 percent [see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3],
which was surpassed again in May by almost half a
percentage point. At 20.8 percent, youth
unemployment is now exactly four times higher than
China's cross-age unemployment rate, which remains
stable at 5.2 percent, as in April.



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-r/

The data demonstrate the inability of the Chinese
economy to absorb the incoming labor force, a
problem that will continue in the coming years if the
Chinese government does not find a solution, given the
record number of nearly 13 million students who took
the “gaokao”, the nationwide college entrance
examinations, at the beginning of June, who will enter
the labor market in a few years.

But also apart from the unemployment rate, the report
also shows that while after almost three years of zero-
COVID, the economic recovery in the first quarter has
clearly stalled in the second. Although growth can be
seen in all key values compared with the previous year,
this is solely due to the very low comparative value
resulting from the Zero-COVID strategy. Comparing the
values with April, which were already lagging behind
the forecasts, a decline can be seen across the board.

Industrial output grew by 3.5 percent year-on-year but
was behind both forecasts and April's 5.6 percent
growth. The same is true of retail sales, which rose
12.7 percent year-on-year but significantly lagged
expectations of 13.6 percent, though the comparison
with April's 18.4 percent growth was even more
striking. Of particular concern, however, is that
industrial production by private companies increased
by only 0.7 percent in May, well below the 4.4 percent
increase reported by state-owned companies and the
overall increase of 3.5 percent. This is particularly
problematic as the role of the private sector in the
economic recovery was highlighted by President Xi
Jinping and Premier Li Qiang, among others, during the
Two-Sessions in mid-March [see AR No. 12,
March/2023, 3]. [Bloomberg] [Global Times] [National
Bureau of Statistics] [Reuters 1] [South China Morning
Post].

As a measure against the economic slowdown, the
Peoples Bank of China (PBC), the country's central
bank, lowered interest rates on their three-year and
five-year deposits in early June [see AiR No. 24,
June/2023, 2]. On June 15, the PBC then stepped in
again by also lowering the interest rates on one-year
medium-term lending facility (MLF) loans of USD 33
billion by 10 basis points to 2.65 percent from 2.75
percent previously. [Reuters 2]

China: Microsoft's Bill Gates meets with Xi

(ms/nyb) China's President Xi Jinping met on June 16
with Microsoft Corp. co-founder Bill Gates, according
to Xi "the first American friend [he] have met in Beijing
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this year." The meeting came ahead of US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken's visit to China past weekend.

Gates was hosted in Beijing's Diaoyutai state guest
house where senior foreign visitors are traditionally
received. The warm ties between China and Microsoft
are also reflected in the presence of Bing, a Microsoft-
owned search engine, in China, where it is the only
foreign search engine accessible from the country.

The main content of the meeting is said to have been
cooperation in global challenges in the field of climate
and medicine and health, with the Gates Foundation,
established by Gates and his ex-wife, announcing that
it will donate USD 50 million to Chinese efforts in the
fight against malaria and tuberculosis.

Gates is the latest major business figure to visit China
in recent weeks, following JPMorgan CEO Jamie Dimon
and Tesla CEO Elon Musk in late May [see AIR No. 23,

June/2023,11].

This reflects of the ruling Communist Party to revive
investor interest in China's slowing economy [see entry
above]. [Associated Press] [Deutsche Welle] [Gates
Notes] [Reuters] [Xinhua]

China: Number of newly registered
marriages reaches negative record

(ms) With 6.8 million newly registered marriages in
2022, the lowest number since the availability of
government data began in 1985 was reached, in
another sign of the continuation of an aging Chinese
population.

While nearly 13.5 million couples married in 2013, this
number has been in a constant decline for the past
nine years and reached its new low in 2022, supporting
the prospects of continued demographic challenge
after China's population shrank in 2022 for the first
time since 1961 [see AR No. 4, January/2023, 4].

Even though the Chinese government no longer
requires marriage for having children in some
provinces, a decline in marriages is also expected to
lead to a further decline in the birth rate.

Reasons cited for the decline in marriages include the
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, but the key
factor is the decline in the number of people of typical
marriage age. [Bloomberg] [The Guardian]
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China: Operating license for first thorium
reactor

(ms) The Chinese National Nuclear Safety
Administration on June 7 issued the operating license
for the country's first thorium reactor.

The ten-year permit was issued to the Shanghai
Institute of Applied Physics of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, which is responsible for operating the reactor
as well as ensuring safety and compliance with all
regulatory requirements.

The two-megawatt liquid-fueled thorium molten salt
reactor (MSR) is located in the Gobi Desert near the city
of Wuwei in Gansu province. Since September 2021,
the Shanghai Institution has already conducted safety
tests on the reactor on site, which were successful
according to the operating license issued. [Asia Times]

An operational thorium reactor would represent a
major breakthrough in Chinese nuclear technology.
Compared to uranium reactors, the thorium reactor is
said to be safer, more efficient and to reduce waste.
China also has large thorium reserves, which would
make it more obtainable than uranium for China.

Tests are scheduled for the first two months after the
reactor's commissioning, and the reactor will not be
officially operational until they are successfully
completed. [South China Morning Post]

China: Power grid undergoes stress test in
preparation for summer

(ms) On June 15, the National Energy Administration
(NEA), together with the eastern provincial
governments of Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui and
Fujian, began emergency drills in preparation for
possible power outages during the summer months.

The reason behind the drills are possible power
shortages in China during the summer, when the
demand for electricity increases due to the expected
heat. Last year, heat waves and subsequent droughts
led to major power shortages, and provinces whose
electricity supply is based to a significant extent on
hydroelectric power plants were particularly exposed,
as drought-induced falling water levels severely limited
electricity production [see AiR No. 34, August/2022, 4].

Such restrictions not only affect the civilian population,
but also substantially affect the country's economy,
and in view of the country's already weak economic
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figures in the second quarter (see entry above), the
Chinese government is exercising caution and
preparing for the eventualities.

The five participating provinces are part of the East
China Power Grid, the largest regional power grid with
the highest voltage level in the country, but the
Chinese government is also preparing for the summer
in the rest of the country. In Guangdong province, local
industries in one city have been urged to reduce power
consumption and improve energy-saving technologies
after electricity consumption reached a record high
recently. Officials are also in consultation with major
power consumers in the transportation and business
sectors to ensure sufficient power supply.

In the event of a possible outage, the country's coal
reserves are at a record high of 187 million tons, which
could be burned to compensate for the shortfall.
[South China Morning Post]

China: Hydrogen locomotive unveiled

(ms) On June 15, the Datong subsidiary of the state-
owned China Railway Rolling Stock Corporation (CRRC)
unveiled the "Ningdong", which according to the CRRC
is the world's most powerful hydrogen-powered
locomotive.

the locomotive will be able to run for 190 hours at a
time, be refueled in just two hours, and at the same
time be less expensive than conventional internal
combustion locomotives. Currently, about 7,800
internal combustion locomotives make up more than
one-third of China's rail fleet. The newly introduced
hydrogen-powered model is expected to be able to
replace up to 90 percent of these, according to a CRRC
report.

Such a replacement would be a major step in the green
transformation of China's transportation system, as
hydrogen-powered locomotives, unlike their
combustion engine counterparts, do not emit
greenhouse gases when generating energy.

In addition to the locomotive, the Chinese government
has set high goals for the development and use of
hydrogen-powered means of transportation. By 2025,
50,000 fuel cell vehicles will be on China's roads. It also
plans to build a number of hydrogen refueling stations
and produce 100,000 to 200,000 tons of green
hydrogen per year by 2025. [South China Morning
Post]
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China: Syngenta's planned USD 9 billion
IPO receives approval

(ms) The Shanghai Stock Exchange on July 16 gave the
green light to agrochemicals supplier Syngenta Group
for an initial public offering (IPO) of the equivalent of
USD 9.14 billion, which would make it one of the
largest IPOs in China and probably the largest this
year.

While it still needs approval from the China Securities
Regulatory Commission (CSRC), China's securities
regulator, to launch the IPO, the approval from the
Shanghai Stock Exchange already represents a big
step.

The IPO has been in the planning stage for several
months, but so far, the Shanghai Stock Exchange has
been rather reluctant to issue the required permission,
with the concern that the IPO would be too large for
the current Chinese market and would inevitably lead
to liquidity shortages [see AIR No. 18, May/2023, 1].
Against this background, Syngenta turned away from
its original plans to go public on Shanghai's STAR
Market, a start-up-oriented market, and switched the
listing to the main market. [Caixin Global] [Nikkei Asia]
[Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

Syngenta would be the first major IPO under the new
IPO regulations introduced in February this year. On
the one hand, these regulations relaxed the
requirements for an IPO to allow for an accelerated
application process. On the other hand, the former
price cap of 23 times earnings was replaced by market
prices based on demand [see AiR No. 6,
February/2023, 1].

China: US chipmaker Micron plans USD
600 million investment despite imposed
restrictions

(ms) US chip giant Micron announced on June 16 that it
will invest the equivalent of USD 600 million over the
next few years in a chip manufacturing facility to be
built in Xian, a city in the northern Shaanxi province.

The commitment comes less than a month after the
U.S. company failed a national security audit by the
Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC), who then
ordered operators of critical information infrastructure
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in China, including the country's transportation and
healthcare sectors, to stop buying Micron products.

The review, which began in March [see AiR No. 14,
April/2023, 1], was seen by observers as a retaliatory
measure by the Chinese government against the U.S.-
imposed sanctions that restrict or even eliminate
China's access to advanced technologies from abroad,
particularly in semiconductor manufacturing.

The review was not mentioned in Micron's statement,
instead Micron emphasized that "[t]his investment
project demonstrates Micron's unwavering
commitment to its China business and team." The
Chinese market was responsible for about 10 percent
of the company's nearly USD 31 billion in annual
revenue before the restrictions. [CNA] [South China
Morning Post] [Taipei Times] [TechWire]

China: New directive restricts conversion
into agricultural land

(ms) The Chinese Ministry of Natural Resources has
issued new regulations to restrict the unauthorized
conversion of land to agricultural use.

The reason behind the aggressive expansion of arable
land was the Chinese government's emphasis on food
security, which requires provincial and local
governments to meet minimum yields for farmland
and crops. This demand is contrary to the real
development of the last years and decades on the
ground, which sees a decline of agricultural land in the
course of strong urbanization and industrialization.

Due to this gap between demands and reality, local
governments were forced to convert partly unsuitable
areas into agricultural land, which is now to be
prevented by the new directive. This directive specifies
a list of characteristics that make an area unsuitable as
agricultural land and therefore inadmissible for
transformation. Among these characteristics are heavy
pollution, ecological vulnerability, and the threat of
desertification through cultivation. [South China
Morning Post]

China: Xi appeals for "various paths" in
respecting human rights

(ms) Chinese President Xi Jinping appealed in a letter to
the Forum on Global Human Rights Governance on the
30th anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and
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Programme of Action, attended by several different
government representatives, that there are "various
paths" to protect human rights in their own country
and accuses the Western world of double standards.

The Chinese government, in particular, is accused by
Western countries of systematically violating the
human rights of and repressing Xinjiang, Tibet, Hong
Kong and other minorities in the country. The former
UN High Commissioner of Human Rights went in the
end of August last year published "Xinjiang report"
even so far that China's "arbitrary and discriminatory
incarceration" of Uyghurs and other Muslims in its
Xinjiang region may amount to crimes against
humanity. Volker Turk, her successor, shared this
concern in his Annual Report on the human rights
situation in China and expressed "grave concerns"
about the situation in the above-mentioned regions
[see AR No. 36, September/2022, 1; AiR No. 11,
March/2023, 2].

Xi, however, opposes these accusations, claiming that
China is following "a path of human rights
development that suits its own national conditions." In
addition, the country would work globally for
"advancing human rights with cooperation in the spirit
of mutual respect and equality" through the Global
Civilization Initiative (GCl).

The GCl was presented by Xi during the Two-Sessions
in mid-March and is based on the four pillars "respect
for diversity of civilizations, advocating the common
values of humanity, highly valuing the inheritance and
innovation of civilizations, and jointly advocating
robust international people-to-people exchanges and
cooperation” [see AR No. 12, March/2023, 3].
According to critics, the GCl's main purpose is to
promote non-interference at the global level and to
curb criticism from the UN, for example, about the
treatment of the Muslim Uyghur minority. [The
Diplomat]

While representatives from Uzbekistan and Equatorial
Guinea, both of which are also accused of serious
human rights violations [see European Parliament;
Human Rights Watch 1; Human Rights Watch 2],
support Xi's approach, the office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights expressed concern
that "an increasing number of states are resorting to
measures to suppress dissenting voices and opinions"
and called for "a new worldwide consensus on human
rights." [CGTN] [China Daily] [South China Morning
Post]
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China: Hong Kong's Jimmy Lai fails again
with appeal over search of his cell phone

(ms) Hong Kong's Court of Appeal has rejected for the
third time the appeal of Hong Kong media tycoon,
entrepreneur, and founder of the now defunct pro-
democracy newspaper Apple Daily, Jimmy Lai, over the
search of his cell phone.

Jimmy Lai and his legal defense team argue that the
search was unlawful as the phone contained
journalistic content that is protected by law. In the new
appeal, Lai's legal defense introduced two new points,
dealing with the question of what steps a judge must
take "to ensure that the seizure of journalistic material
is justified."

The responsible Court dismissed the appeal because,
in their view, the argument is radically new and,
accordingly, does not allow it in an appeal.
Furthermore, the court argued that the police had
already gained access to the cell phone and the
content it contained, and therefore the appeal would
be purely "academic." [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: Code of conduct introduced to
military personnel

(ms) On June 19, China's Central Military Commission
(CMCQ), the country's highest military body, released a
report that outlines new rules to guide the conduct of
both active and retired military personnel in dealing
with external influences ranging from party members
and institutions all the way to religious groups.

The report, published in the PLA Daily, the state-run
newspaper of the People's Liberation Army (PLA), is
limited in specific content, but such an intrusion into
the private and social lives of military personnel is
unprecedented. In the course of the new rules, the
already strong anti-corruption campaign conducted
within the party could possibly be further extended to
the military, as the report addresses the ongoing
problem of corruption in the military.

The report justifies the need for such a code of
conduct as "to keep up with changing times," and
military observers add that the implementation of such
rules was a matter of time, as active and retired high-
ranking military officers have a much stronger
presence through social media, among other things,
and participate more vigorously in the public sphere.
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This makes it necessary for the CMC to implement
rules that extend its control over the military
accordingly, to counteract influence by the military but
also influence by outsiders through the military. Exact
details are scarce, however, so it remains to be seen
how far-reaching the new regulations will actually be.
[Global Times] [South China Morning Post]

Japan: No-confidence motion against
Cabinet fails

(dgl) A no-confidence motion against the Cabinet of
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida was voted down on June
16 with the votes of parties of the ruling government
coalition, Kishida's Liberal Democratic Party (LDP, 119
seats) and its junior ruling coalition partner Komeito
(27 seats) which together holds 146 seats in the 248-
member House of Representatives.

The motion was submitted by the main opposition
Christian Democratic Party (CDP, 40 seats) which cited
the Cabinet's failure to explain how key policies would
be funded such as massive spending plans of USD 320
billion to boost its defense capabilities by 2027 [see AIR
No. 51, December/2022, 3], as well as expenditure to
handle Japan's rapidly declining birthrate [see AiR No.
23, June/2023, 1, and article below].

Due to the clear majority situation on the House of
Representatives, the CDP’s move was widely seen as
symbolic. It came a day after Kishida had ruled out a
dissolution of the House of Representatives to pave
the way for a snap election. Such a move of Kishida
had been speculated for weeks [see AiR No. 24,
June/2023, 2]. [Kyodo News] [The Japan Times]

Japan: Laws on sexual crimes, LGBT
community, defense spending enacted

(dqgl) The parliament passed on June 16 amendment
bills to Japan’'s Penal Code.

The new laws criminalize nonconsensual sexual acts,
including those committed in situations in which
physical violence or coercion is absent - such as the
victim being under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or
the perpetrator taking advantage of economic or social
power - and increase the age of sexual consent from
13to 16 in a bid to protect children from abuse.

They also extend the statute of limitations for
prosecution of nonconsensual intercourse from 10 to
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15 years and make “upskirting” and other forms of
capturing sexualized images of people without
consent, now punishable with imprisonment up to
three years and a fine up to USD 21,000. [Kyodo News

1]

Furthermore, the parliament enacted on the same day
a law that seeks to promote understanding of sexual
minorities, after the so-called LGBT bill was passed by
the House of Councillors following the House of
Representatives' clearance days earlier.

Confirming a "not necessarily sufficient" public
understanding of the diversity of sexual orientation
and gender identity in Japan and aiming at eradicating
“unfair discrimination” of individuals based on their
sexual orientation, the new law requires the
government to introduce guidelines for the practical
implementation of the legislation and provide an
annual public update on policies to advance
understanding of gender diversity.

Japan has no law prohibiting discrimination against
LGBT individuals and does not recognize same-sex
marriage, and while the new legislation reflects the
country’s efforts to progress in the promotion of
gender equality, members of the LGBT community and
their supporters have criticized the new law for a
clause that says that the measures ordered by the law
should only be implemented so far as citizens feel "at
ease." [The Japan Times] [Nikkei Asia]

In addition, the parliament also passed legislation
related to the sources of funding for increased defense
spending.

Under the new law, non-tax sources will be provided to
ensure increased military spending in Japan, with the
government planning to increase military spending to
USD 318 billion over the next five years from 2023 to
2027 to be financed by selling government assets or
tapping surplus funds in some special accounts of the
state budget. [Kyodo News 2]

Japan: Cabinet approves new measures to
tackle declining birthrate

(dqgl) The Cabinet of Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
approved on June 13 new policies that seek to address
the country’s long-pressing issue of a declining
birthrate, with 2022 being the seventh consecutive
year of decline [see AIR No. 23, June/2023, 1]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-it/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-it/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-id/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ih/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ik/

A major change under the new policies pertains to
allowances for child-raising. Parents with children up
to two years old currently receive JPY 15,000 (USD 105)
per child monthly, with that figure dropping to JPY
10,000 for children aged between 3 and 15, if they
remain under a certain income threshold.

The Cabinet's has now decided to scrap the income
cap, while also expanding the 10,000 benefit to cover
children up to 18 years old and increasing the amount
to JPY 30,000 per child through the end of high school
for the third child and beyond.

Further new measures include making more students
eligible for scholarships or reduced tuition fees to
reduce post-secondary education cost burden and
increasing financial support for childbirth such as
having childbirth expenses covered by public health
insurance.

The changes are expected to be implemented from
October 2024 onwards. USD 25 billion dollars annually
are allocated for the new policies over the next three
years.

Kishida highlighted the urgency of the new policies at
the Cabinet meeting that day, warning that the “rest of
the 2020s will be our last chance to attempt to reverse
the trend [of birth decline].” [NHK] [The Japan Times]
[Prime Minister’s Office, Japan, Twitter]

Japan: Defense ministry to provide
guidelines for developing new technology
equipment

(dql) Japan's Defense Ministry has announced plans to
craft guidelines for defense technologies that it will
prioritize for development.

The guidelines are expected to encourage increased
cooperation between government agencies, the
private sector and research institutions in developing
key defense technologies over the next decade,
reflecting an attempt to rival Chinese and Russian
state-of-the-art weaponry.

The ministry has named 12 focal areas including
insect-sized robots, electromagnetic barriers, and
capabilities for utilizing large datasets to enable better
strategic predictions and will also suggest in the
guidelines the usage of unconventional methods of
energy production and special materials capable of
regenerating after being damaged to development the
new technologies. [Kyodo News]
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Mongolia: Annual spending combating
climate change and desertification to be
increased to 1 percent of GDP

(tb) Mongolian President Khurelsukh has announced
on June 14 that the country will annually spend up to
one percent of GDP to combat climate change and
desertification.

The announcement was made in a speech given at the
“Green Finance - International Forum”, in which the
president that Mongolia was among the countries
most affected by climate change, citing a rise of
temperatures by 2.25 percent over the last 80 years,
twice the world average.

He reaffirmed Mongolia's commitment to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 27.2 percent by 2030,
after he announced at the 27th Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change the objective to achieve zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. [Montsame]

The forum was held in Ulaanbaatar and was jointly
hosted by Office of the President of Mongolia, the
Mongolian Sustainable Finance Association, the
Institute of Finance and Sustainability of China,
International Finance Cooperation, Sustainable
Banking and Finance Network, and the Trade and
Development Bank of Mongolia.

Mongolia: Cabinet of Minister meeting decides on
measures to combat inflation

(tb) On June 15 a Cabinet meeting decided on
measures to control the rising prices due to inflation.

The measures include a deficit-free preparation of the
monthly budget balance, trading meat and other
agricultural products through agricultural exchange,
improving the conditions of animal husbandry, and
introducing a digital system for special licenses.

According to the National Statistics Office data, the
country suffered from an 11.3 percent inflation rate in
May 2023.

The Prime Minister was assigned to formulate a draft
resolution on concrete measures to stabilize the
macroeconomy until the following week. [Montsame]
[Aki Press]
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North Korea: BBC reports accounts about
deaths resulting from severe food
shortages

(tms) British public broadcaster BBC, in collaboration
with Daily NK, has conducted confidential interviews
with three individuals who shared their fears of either
starving to death or facing execution for violating
regulations since the closure of the borders.

The government's decision to seal its borders in 2020
has resulted in the disruption of essential supplies,
while tighter control over people's lives has been
observed, as per our interviewees' accounts.In the city
of Pyongyang, a female resident shared an account
where a family of three tragically succumbed to
starvation in their own home. A construction worker
residing near the Chinese border disclosed that the
scarcity of food supplies had reached such a critical
level that five residents of his village had already died
from starvation. Meanwhile, a market trader hailing
from the northern region of the country, shared that
nearly three-quarters of the merchandise in her local
market used to originate from China is empty now.

North Korea faced a catastrophic famine that claimed
the lives of at least 3 million people in the late 1990s.
The current reports of starvation have sparked
concerns that the country may be approaching the
precipice of another disastrous episode. The gravity of
the situation has even been acknowledged by North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, who openly mentioned a
"food crisis" and made several efforts to enhance
agricultural production. [BBC News] [The Global
Herald]

North Korea: Key party meeting to discuss
diplomatic, defense strategy begins

(tms) North Korea has called for a key party gathering
to deliberate on the nation's diplomatic and defense
strategies considering the "changed international
situation." The meeting is being attended by the
country's leader, Kim Jong-un.

Kim attended the 8th "enlarged plenary meeting" of
the 8th Central Committee of the ruling Workers' Party
of Korea (WPK) that opened June 16, the official Korean
Central News Agency (KCNA) reported.

The meeting will address the state’s diplomatic and
defense strategy in response to the current
international situation and assess the economic
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initiatives implemented during the first half of the
current year. The agenda items were unanimously
approved, indicating that the discussions are
underway, and that the meeting is expected to span
multiple days. [KCNA] [Al Jazeera] [Reuters]

South Korea: Public briefings on Japan's
nuclear waste release begin

(tms) The government of South Korea will conduct daily
briefings addressing concerns about the toxicity and
potential impact on marine life caused by Japan's
planned release of treated radioactive wastewater into
the sea.

The first briefing was held on 15 June about the
planned release of approximately 1.3 million cubic
meters of water from the damaged Fukushima Nuclear
Power Plant.

The briefing, which included independent experts, will
be held on weekdays. The duration of the initiative has
not been revealed. The initiative was prompted by
lawmakers expressing heightened concerns regarding
the wastewater disposal plan during a parliamentary
questioning of Prime Minister Han Duck-soo at the
National Assembly.

Last month, South Korea dispatched a team of experts
to Japan to evaluate the safety measures associated
with the planned release of treated water. The experts
conducted an assessment of the water treatment
system at the Fukushima plant and verified the
functionality of other equipment [see AIR No. 22,
May/2023, 5].

The head of the delegation indicated that the results of
their inspection in late May would be made public once
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) issues
its report on the water release process. The IAEA
report is expected to be released by the end of June.

Since the nuclear crisis in March 2011, caused by a
severe earthquake and tsunami in northeastern Japan,
a significant amount of water contaminated during the
cooling of melted reactor fuel has accumulated at the
plant. This water has mixed with rainwater and
groundwater. The plan to release the treated water
has faced strong opposition from local fishermen, as
well as from South Korea and some other neighboring
countries. [The Korea Herald] [The Japan Times]

In a related latest development, the government, and
the ruling People Power Party (PPP) agreed on June 18
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on expanding the inspection of radioactivity levels in
the ocean. The move comes in response to heightened
public concern over the planned release of
contaminated water from Japan's crippled Fukushima
nuclear plant. [Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea: Government to bolster laws
against revenge-seeking criminals

(tms) The government of South Korea and the ruling
People Power Party (PPP) plan to strengthen laws and
regulations targeting individuals engaged in retaliatory
actions in the country after the shocking "spin-kick
case."

The PPP's chief policymaker Park Dae-chul convened a
meeting with senior officials from the Ministry of
Justice on June 16 to develop new initiatives to
enhance the protection of crime victims, particularly
women who have been victims of sexual assault.

The plan was evoked by the recent verdict of the Busan
High Court, which sentenced the well-known spin-kick
assailant, identified as Lee, in his early 30s, to a 20-year
prison term. Lee was found guilty of causing
permanent nerve damage to a stranger through a
roundhouse kick and attempting to sexually assault
her in the southern port city in May last year.
Statements from his fellow inmates revealed that Lee
made threats to kill the victim upon his release from
prison.

Park stated that preparations are in the making to
amend the law prohibiting the disclosure of personal
information about accused individuals once their cases
are presented in court. [The Korea Times]

South Korea: President orders
investigation into solar energy project
corruption

(tms) South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol directed
the office of the presidential secretary for civil service
discipline to conduct a comprehensive inquiry into
officials embroiled in corruption accusations over solar
power projects, which were a part of the former Moon
Jae-in government's initiative to augment the
proportion of renewable energy in the country’s
energy mix.
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The directive was prompted by a report submitted by
the state Board of Audit and Inspection (BAI) which
disclosed that around 250 executives and employees
from public institutions engaged in solar energy-
related responsibilities had obtained government
subsidies by operating solar energy projects using their
own names or those of their family members. [The
Korea Herald]

The BAIl requested the prosecution to conduct an
extensive investigation into 13 individuals, which
includes former high-ranking officials from the central
government and heads of local governments. An
official from the presidential office stated that
depending on the findings of the investigation
conducted by the civil service discipline secretary,
appropriate disciplinary measures may be taken if
clear legal violations are identified.

Promoting renewable energy businesses nationwide
was a significant energy policy pursued by former
President Moon. [KBS]

South Korea: Ruling party head accuses
opposition of ‘fraternizing with China’

(tms) Ruling People Power Party (PPP) leader Kim Gi-
hyeon strongly criticized the opposition Democratic
Party of Korea (DPK) lawmakers for their last week’s
visit to China during a period marked by a dispute
arising from Chinese envoy Xing Haiming's criticism of
South Korean leader Yoon Suk-yeol.

Concerning a visit by seven DPK lawmakers at a
diplomatically sensitive period, Kim accused the
visitors of cozying up to Beijing while Chinese envoy
Xing Haiming held the Yoon administration responsible
for the deteriorating relationship between South Korea
and China.

Kim also called the lawmakers to be transparent about
the funding of their trip, pointing to local news reports
that suggested China had provided partial financial
support for the visit.

In response, the Chinese Foreign Ministry criticized the
South Korean media during a press conference,
alleging that they had disseminated false reports to
personally attack on Xing.

Wang further stated that the conversation between
Xing and South Korean opposition chief was a part of
Xing's official duties, which involve engaging with
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individuals from diverse backgrounds in Seoul. [The
Korea Herald]

Earlier this wash Xing made a statement suggesting
that the recent tensions in the South Korea-China
bilateral relationship were not the fault of Beijing. This
comment seemingly alluded to the South Korean
president's efforts to strengthen alliances with the US
and Japan. Xing further cautioned that Seoul's decision
to oppose China in its rivalry with the US was
misguided [see AiR No. 24, June/2023, 2].

South Korea: Education Ministry to audit
institution overseeing “Suneung” to make
it ‘fair’

(tms) South Korea's Vice Education Minister Jang Sang-
yoon announced that his ministry will conduct an audit
of the organization responsible for overseeing
“Suneung,” the country's scholastic aptitude test to
evaluate the fairness of the examination.

The announcement came on the heels of President
Yoon Suk Yeol's directive to Education Minister Lee Ju-
ho on June 15 to eliminate educational content from
the Suneung exam that is not covered in the public
education sector highlighting that the existing Suneung
questions rely on knowledge and information that
typically require private education. [The Korea Herald]

Following President Yoon's comments, the Ministry of
Education replaced the chief of the institution
responsible for Suneung. Vice Education Minister Jang
clarified during an online briefing that the decision to
replace the official was made independently by the
education minister and was not influenced by the
presidential office, dismissing any rumors suggesting
otherwise. [The Korea Times]

Despite the controversy generated among students by
President Yoon's comments, considering that the exam
is scheduled for November this year, the Ministry of
Education stated that it does not believe it has caused
confusion among students and therefore does not
plan to issue a separate apology.

In a latest development, Lee announced on June 19,
that, starting this year, the Suneung only cover
materials that is taught in class. Withdrawn are the so-
called high-difficulty level “killer questions,” which often
test high schoolers above their ability level, making is
necessary for to resort to private education to score
high marks. [Yonhap News Agency]
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Taiwan: Smaller parties posing a challenge
two main parties in election polls

(eg) According to two recent polls, the ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) is set to retain the
presidency in January's election, but smaller parties are
gaining ground.

For the first time, there are three presidential
candidates who each attract more than 20 percent
support in the polls. Furthermore, polling suggests that
more than half of the votes will go to candidates
outside of Taiwan's two main parties.

The most obvious challenger to two main parties, the
DPP and the Kuomintang, is the Taiwan People's Party
(TPP), led by Ko Wen-je. One recent poll put him as the
second favorite candidate, securing 22.2% of support
rather than the KMT's 20.4 percent. In the lead was the
DPP’s Lai Ching-te, with 24.6 percent of the vote.

Taiwanese politics has recently been shaken by a
#MeToo movement, whereby numerous high-profile
politicians have been accused of sexual harassment,
particularly among the inner ranks of the DPP.

The sexual assault scandals are thought to have
contributed to a 6.7 percent drop in support for the
DPP among 30-39 year olds, and the decline in
women's support of the KMT to 7.91 percent.

Instead of campaigning to overtake the candidate of
the much smaller TPP, KMT presidential candidate,
Hou You-yi, has been preoccupied by the fallout of a
kindergarten drugging scandal in his mayoralty of New
Taipei City.

Lai Ching-te has campaigned on continuing President
Tsai Ing-wen's policy of Taiwanese sovereignty and
liberal democracy. Ko Wen-je has positioned himself as
a third- way option, championing pragmatism, above
all in relations with China. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Amphibious transport dock
commissioned in service

(dqgl) The Taiwan Navy's first 10,000-tonne amphibious
transport ship, the Yushan, was commissioned into
service on June 19. at a ceremony in Kaohsiung.

The homegrown landing platform dock (LPD), a type of
naval warship used to transport landing crafts such as
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amphibious vehicles, was designed for amphibious
combat operations during wartime. It can be used to
transport personnel and supplies in peacetime and
perform disaster relief and international humanitarian
rescue missions. [Focus Taiwan]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
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Bangladesh: Allowing Jamaat to rally does
not change Awami League’s policy, home
minister says

(Im) The government's decision to let Bangladesh's
largest Islamic party, Jamaat-e-Islami or Bangladesh
Islamic Assembly, held its first public rally earlier this
month in over a decade does not indicate a change in
the ruling Awami League's policy towards the party,
according to Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal. [Dhaka Tribune]

For years, Jamaat was a major ally of the main
opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and
their coalition ruled the country between 2001-2006.
But in the years after Prime Minister Hasina came to
power in 2009, five of Jamaat's top leaders were
hanged after they were tried for war crimes dating
back to the country’s 1971 independence war against
Pakistan. In 2012, then the party was banned from
contesting elections.

Last December, the leader of Jamaat, Shafiqur
Rahman, was arrested days after he announced the
party would join opposition Bangladesh Nationalist
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Party (BNP)-led protests against soaring fuel prices and
cost of living in the country.

Protesters at the recent rally by Jamaat-e-Islami,
Bangladesh's third-largest political party, demanded
the setting up of a caretaker government to hold the
next general elections due by January 2024. [AIR No.
24, June/2023, 2]

Bangladesh: ‘Today is the time to stand up
against injustice’, opposition BNP
secretary general says

(Im) The secretary general of Bangladesh’s main
opposition BNP party told supporters at a protest rally
on June 16 that “the time to stand up against injustice”
was now, while also reiterating his party’s calls for the
government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to resign
and install a caretaker before next general elections
expected to be held in early 2024. Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir also told the BNP supporters that all the
leaders and activists will have to stand with the people
in the anti-government movement. [Dhaka Tribune]

The previous day, Fakhrul alleged that the government
had started reshuffling police and public
administration to hold another stage-managed
election through vote rigging by controlling the state
machinery. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Parliament grants approval
to new Income Tax Bill 2023

(na) On June 18, 2023, the new Income Tax Bill 2023
was successfully passed in the parliament of
Bangladesh by a voice vote. Notably, the law
introduces a prescribed formula for income tax
determination, eliminating arbitrary decisions by
officers. It also facilitates convenient income tax return
submissions for businesses through online options
and includes other noteworthy changes. [UNB]

The government currently collects direct tax under the
Income Tax Ordinance 1984, and the new bill aims to
align provisions with international best practices by
converting them into simple Bangla.

Bangladesh: Police arrest local politician
accused of masterminding journalist’s
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murder

(na/Im) Bangladesh police on June 17 arrested a local
politician, Mahmudul Alam Babu, accused of
masterminding the murder of a journalist who had
written stories about his family. Babu, the general
secretary of the local wing of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's ruling Awami League, was arrested near the
Indian border after a nationwide manhunt. [Barron's]

During a press conference, the director of
Bangladesh's elite Rapid Action Battalion (RAB)
revealed that Babu had been angered by a series of
stories on a custody dispute involving a child following
his recent divorce. Babu had filed a defamation suit
against the journalist, Golam Rabbani Nadim, but a
court quashed the case on June 13.[Jamuna TV] [The
Daily Star]

It was against this backdrop that the general secretary
of Bangladesh’s main opposition BNP party said in a
statement on June 16 that more than 50 journalists
have been killed and numerous journalists have been
sued and attacked during the tenure of the current
government. [Dhaka Tribune]

Meanwhile, on June 18, RAB handed over Babu to
police custody, and the court granted them five days to
interrogate Babu along with 12 other suspects involved
in the case. Following subsequent developments, the
Local Government, Rural Development and
Cooperatives Ministry temporarily suspended his
chairman position and served him a showcause notice
demanding an explanation within 10 days to avoid
permanent expulsion. Earlier, Babu faced suspension
from his position as the general secretary of the Awami
League in Jamalpur due to his violation of party
discipline. [The Daily Star] [The Daily Observer]

Bangladesh: Jailed hangman who
executed 26 fellow prisoners set free

(Im) A jailed Bangladeshi hangman who executed more
than two dozen fellow prisoners, including military
officers found guilty of plotting the 1975 coup and of
killing the country's founding father, was released on
June 18. Shahjahan Bhuiyan'’s jail sentence was
reduced in exchange for a total of 26 hangings he
carried out since entering prison 32 years ago. [South
China Morning Post] [Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung,
in German]
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India: Advisory panel initiates new
consultations on replacing religion-based
laws with uniform civil code

(Im) The Law Commission, an executive body that
advises India's central government on legal reform, has
initiated new consultations on replacing the country's
religion-based marriage and inheritance laws with a
uniform civil code (UCC), reviving a key but unfulfilled
campaign promise of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
ruling party ahead of general elections next year.
[LiveLaw] [South China Morning Post]

Currently, matters of marriage, divorce, adoption and
inheritance are governed by multiple religious and
customary laws. The drafters of India’s independent
constitution had laid out that a UCC should eventually
replace these laws. Successive governments since then
have stayed away from amending these laws for fear it
will anger voters belonging to the Hindu majority as
well as the minority Christians and Muslims because of
the perceived clash with their fundamental right to
practice their faith.

A previous round of public consultations on the issue
in 2018 ended with the Law Commission noting that
the “formulation of a UCC is neither necessary nor
desirable at this stage". However, the BJP’s ideological
parent, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, has
remained focused on the creation of a uniform civil
code for decades. Furthermore, BJP-ruled states
Guijarat and Uttarakhand have already announced
their intention to implement uniform civil laws and
formed panels to prepare drafts.

In related developments, the expert committee formed
by the Uttarakhand government last May to examine a
possible implementation of a UCC in the state said on
June 14 that Muslims should be given a choice if they
want to choose a civil code or Muslim personal law to
settle property-related disputes. The panel also
suggested that the widow of martyrs should be
compelled to take care of her deceased husband's
parents in case she receives the compensation from
the government for the death of the soldier. [The
Hindu]

India: Government sets up expert panel to
recommend reforms in Arbitration and
Conciliation Act

(Im) India’s central government has constituted a
sixteen-member expert committee led by a former law


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-uk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-uu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ol/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ol/

secretary to recommend reforms in the Arbitration
and Conciliation Act (ACA) with the aim to lessen the
burden on courts. The panel has to submit its report
within 30 days, according to an office memorandum
issued on June 14. [LiveLaw]

The committee will evaluate and analyze the operation
of India’s present arbitration ecosystem, including the
working of the ACA, highlighting its strengths and
weaknesses and challenges vis-a-vis other important
foreign jurisdictions. It has also been asked to
recommend a framework for a model arbitration
system which is efficient, effective, economical and
caters to the requirements of the users. [The Economic
Times]

India: Minister's home set ablaze in
violence-hit Manipur state

(Im) The house of a central government's minister was
set ablaze by a mob in India’s remote northeastern
state of Manipur, which has been hit by clashes
between members of rival ethnic groups for over
month. [The Straits Times]

The attack on the house of Junior Foreign Minister R. K.
Ranjan Singh's comes after weeks of violent clashes
between members of the Kuki tribespeople, who
mostly live in the hills, and non-tribal Meitei, the
dominant, majority Hindu community in the lowlands
of the state. At least 100 people are thought to have
died, prompting the intervention of the Indian army.
[AIR No. 19, May/2023, 2]

Against this backdrop, India's Home Minister Amit Shah
on June 1 announced that a probe panel led by a
retired High Court judge will investigate the weeks of
ethnic violence. Apart from the probe panel, the
minister also announced several other measures
including the formation of a 51-member “peace
committee”, chaired by Govenor Anusuiya Uikey, and a
relief and rehabilitation package [see AIR No. 23,
June/2023, 1]. However, most representatives of the
Kuki minority said they will boycott the panel as it
included Chief Minister N. Biren Singh, who they
accused of perpetrating the violence by branding the
Kuki community as drug peddlers, terrorists, and illegal
immigrants [see AiR No. 24, June/2023, 2].

In related developments, the chief minister of
neighboring Manipur state called Mizoram Chief
Minister Zoramthanga on June 18, asking him to take
measures to ensure the security of the Meitei
community in the state. Mizoram has a sizeable
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population of both Meitei and Kuki, and 10,000 people
from the Kuki community who have been displaced
due to the violence in Manipur have found refuge in
Mizoram as well. [The Hindu]

India: Government threatened to shut
down Twitter, co-founder Dorsey says

(Im) India’s central government threatened to shut
down Twitter unless it complied with orders to restrict
accounts connected to the farmers' protests in 2021,
the social media platform’s co-founder Jack Dorsey
said on June 12, an accusation New Delhi called an
“outright lie”. Dorsey, who quit as Twitter's chief
executive two years ago, also said that India had
threatened the company with raids on employees if it
did not comply with government requests to take
down certain posts. [BBC] [Reuters] [TIME]

Dorsey's allegations shed further light on the pressures
placed on Twitter as the Modi government sought to
control the narrative around the farmers protests,
when hundreds of thousands of farmers set up camps
on the outskirts of the capital New Delhi to protest
agricultural reform laws that were later repealed.

After the largely peaceful protest had been jolted by
violence on 26 January 2021, the government asked
the social media giant to remove tweets it believed
that had used an incendiary hashtag, and accounts it
alleged were used by Pakistan-backed Sikh separatist
groups. [AIR No. 5, February/2021, 1].

Twitter had first blocked some 250 accounts, including
those of a news magazine and activists and
organizations associated with supporting the year-long
protests [see AiR No. 5, February/2021, 1]. However,
the company later restored most of the censored
accounts, citing "insufficient justification" for
continuing the suspension, and refused to take down a
further 1,100 accounts allegedly spreading
“misinformation”.

In response, the Indian government threatened Twitter
employees in India with fines and up to seven years’
jail time if the company did not comply with their
demands [see AIR No. 6, February/2021, 2]. Police also
raided Twitter's office in May of that year, prompting
the company to express concerns about the safety of
their staff [see AIR No. 22, June/2021, 1].

Notably, the altercations between Twitter and the
Indian government appear to have lessened since the
platform was bought by Elon Musk last year. Despite
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Musk’s proclamation to be a “free speech absolutist”,
the company appears to have willingly complied with
the Modi administration’s requests and pushed back
less than under Dorsey.

This included the removal of about 50 accounts in
January which had tweeted links to a controversial BBC
documentary which examined Modi's role in the
Guijarat riots. In April, complying with government
requests, Twitter then blocked over 120 accounts of
politicians, poets and even the BBC Punjab bureau
who had tweeted about a fugitive Punjab separatist
leader who was on the run. [The Guardian]

India: Defence ministry holds
brainstorming session on critical issues

(Im) India’s defence ministry started a two-day
brainstorming session on June 19 to deliberate on
critical issues such as developing a comprehensive
approach towards national security, pushing domestic
defence production and those pertaining to serving
and retired armed forces personnel. [The Hindu]

India: Transfer of command-and-control
capabilities of drone from ground station
to ship successfully tested

(Im) India’s research and development agency (DRDO)
and the Indian Navy have successfully demonstrated a
transfer of command-and-control capabilities of the
indigenously developed unmanned aerial vehicle
TAPAS-BH-201 from a distant ground station to a ship
150 kilometers away. [The Hindu]

Nepal: Supreme Court issues show cause
notice against prime minister, former
Maoist guerrilla commander

(Im) Nepal's Supreme Court has issued show cause
notice while hearing a petition demanding the arrest of
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal and Baburam
Bhattarai and an investigation into the use of child
soldiers during the country's civil war that killed
thousands of people. [Setopai]

The petitioners allege that they have been used as
child soldiers during the Nepal's 10-year insurgency,
which ended in 2006 with the signing of a peace deal
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overseen by the United Nations (UN). The following
year, the United Nations deemed more than 4,000
combatants, including nearly 3,000 minors,
“disqualified”. The "disqualified" status applied to
anyone under the age of 18 who was serving in the
liberation army, and those who joined the Maoist
group after the end of the civil war.

Prime Minister Dahal, a former Maoist guerrilla
commander, led rebels against Nepal's security forces
during the conflict. Baburam Bhattarai was widely
considered the second most powerful person in the
Maoist movement and later served as finance minister
and prime minister.

Nepal: Four political parties announce
Social Front alliance

(Im) Four Nepalese political parties have agreed to
form the Socialist Front alliance with the aim to bridge
the gap on political and strategic issues and eventually
unify their outfits. [The Himalayan Times]

The four constituent parties are the Communist Party
of Nepal (Maoist Centre) (CPN Maoist), Communist
Party of Nepal (Unified Socialist), People's Socialist
Party, Nepal (PSP-N), and Communist Party of Nepal
(CPN). As agreed, the leadership of the new front will
rotate among the top leaders and its structure will go
down to the local level. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, who leads
the CPN Maoist has been weighing the idea of a unified
socialist alliance since the dissolution of the now-
defunct Nepal Communist Party (NCP) in March 2021.
At the time, the Supreme Court declared the 2018
post-election merger of the NCP void ab initio; In light
of the apex court’s verdict, the two constituent parties
of the NCP — the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) (UML) and CPN Maoist — were
reborn [see AiR No. 10, March/2021, 2]. The NCP was
considered the strongest-ever communist party in
Nepal's history, commanding an almost two-third
majority in Parliament.

Speaking against this backdrop, Prime Minister Dahal
said on June 14 that preparations are underway to
broaden the Socialist Fron in order to “complete the
socialist revolution in the country”. In fact, talks are
reportedly underway to include the Nepal Samajbadi
Party and a group led by former CPN-UML vice-chair
Bamdev Gautam. [The Kathmandu Post]
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If all six parties and individual leaders join the Social
Alliance, it would have a total of 54 lawmakers in
Parliament's lower house. Crucially however, Nepal's
largest communist party, the main opposition UML of
former Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli will not be part of
the umbrella organization.

Nepal: Rastriya Swatantra Party leaders
seek rewrite of political paper

(Im) The leaders of Nepal's Rastriya Swatantra Party
(National Independent Party, RSP) have rejected a draft
of the party's new political position document and
suggested a rewrite. The draft had been prepared by
the RSP's general secretary last month; the plan was to
unveil it on June 22, the one-year anniversary of the
party’'s founding. [The Kathmandu Post]

The RSP, which currently controls 21 seats in
Parliament's lower house, had for months been trying
to prepare a new position paper as it lacks a clear
ideological and political framework. In May, the party
withdrew its support from the ruling coalition
government after Prime Minister Dahal did not include
any RSP lawmakers in his Cabinet despite the party
securing two out of three seats in by-polls [see AR No.

However, as the team entrusted with the task could
not do so, the general secretary and two central
committee members took up the matter and proposed
constitutional socialism as the party’s ideological line.

Nepal: 16 individuals, including two
former cabinet ministers, placed in
judicial custody in refugee scam case

(na) A Nepalese court has sent 16 individuals, including
a former deputy prime minister and a former energy
minister, to jail after a hearing in a case involving
faking documents for Nepali nationals to enter the
United States as Bhutanese refugees. The order
followed a two-week detention hearing. [The
Kathmandu Post]

The South Asian nation is home to thousands of
Nepali-speaking Bhutanese nationals who were forced
to flee the neighboring Himalayan kingdom after an
ethnic cleansing campaign in the 1990s. The displaced
were later sent to refugee camps in Nepal as the two
countries held several repatriation talks. When
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negotiations failed to yield any result, refugees began
settling in other countries, including the US and
Europe, under a United Nations-backed deal.

The 30 defendants in the case are accused of collecting
large amount of money from hundreds of Nepali
nationals promising to send them to the United States
for resettlement as Bhutanese refugees [see AiR No.
piece by the Center for Investigative Journalism Nepal
in April led to the initiation of an investigation by the
police under the direction of the home minister.
[ANINews]

Pakistan: Senate passes bill ensuring no
parliamentarian is disqualified for life

(Im) The upper House of Pakistan’s parliament has
passed a bill to ensure no parliamentarian is
disqualified for a lifetime, a move termed by the
opposition as an attempt to clear the way for former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's return to the country
and his participation in the upcoming elections. The
recently passed bill will limit the disqualification of
lawmakers to five years with retrospective effect. [The
Tribune]

In 2017, the Supreme Court disqualified Nawaz Sharif
as a member of parliament and prime minister in a
unanimous verdict over corruption allegations
stemming from the publication of the so-called
Panama Papers a year before. The leaks had revealed
that three of Sharif's children owned offshore
companies and assets not shown in his family's wealth
statement. Sharif, who has served as prime minister
for three terms, has been living in London since
November 2019 for medical treatment after a Pakistani
court allowed him a four-week reprieve.

The move comes a day after Pakistan’s incumbent
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif urged his elder brother,
Nawaz, to return from the United Kingdom and lead
the poll campaign of their Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) party in the general election and
become the premier of the nation for a record fourth
time. It also comes after the announced that it would
file a petition with the country’s Supreme Court to seek
a revision of the disqualification of Nawaz Sharif [see
AiR No. 23, June/2023, 1]
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Pakistan: Premier Sharif elected president
of ruling PML-N; nice Maryam appointed
senior vice president

(Im) The largest party in Pakistan's ruling coalition
government, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N), has announced Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif as
the party's new president, while Sharif's nice, Maryam
Nawaz, has been appointed as the senior vice
president. The decision was made during a meeting of
the PML-N general council held on June 16. [Outlook]

Prominent party leaders were also selected for key
positions, including Ahsan Igbal as secretary general,
Marriyum Aurangzeb as secretary of information,
Ataullah Tarar as deputy secretary, and Ishaq Dar as
secretary of finance and overseas affairs.

Observers say the uncontested elections not only
illustrate unity within the PML-N, but also the Sharif
family’s stronghold over the party, as it is widely
believed that Shehbaz Sharif's elder brother Nawaz,
who has been residing in London since 2019 for
medical treatment, continues to exert considerable
influence within the PML-N, making key decisions
behind the scenes.

Pakistan: ‘No political differences’ with
ruling PML-N, PPP chairman Bilawal says

(Im) The chairman of the second-largest party in
Pakistan’s ruling coalition government, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, on June 19 responded to rumors of rifts
between his Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and the
Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N), saying that
there are no "no political differences" between the
ruling parties. [Geo News]

The remarks by Bilawal, who also serves a Pakistan's
foreign minister, came after differences had emerged
between the PPP and PML-N regarding administrative
matters in Punjab province and the budget for the
fiscal year starting July 1. Some PPP members had
shared their concerns with Bilawal, saying the
government is not paying heed to their requests.

Bilawal had previously threatened to oppose the
budget proposal if promised funds for flood-hit areas
of Sindh province - the PPP's home province - were
not released. In light of this, at least two high-level talks
chaired by Prime Minister Shebaz Sharif took place,
during which the federal government assured that it
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would allocate a separate budget for the flood victims
in Sindh province. [WION]

Pakistan: Ex-Premier Khan, wife's pre-
arrest bail in Al-Qadir Trust case extended
until July 4

(Im) The pre-arrest bail of Pakistan’s former Prime
Minister Imran Khan and his wife Bushra Bibi in the so-
called Al-Qadir University Trust case has been
extended until July 4. The extension request was
approved by the accountability court on June 19.

Last June, the government of Prime Minister Sharif
alleged that Khan and his wife obtained land worth
billions of rupees for their trust from Malik Riaz, a
major property tycoon of Pakistan, to build an
educational institute. Tte National Accountability
Bureau (NAB), Pakistan's main anti-corruption body,
believes that Khan during his tenure as prime minister
struck a deal with Riaz that caused a loss of more than
USD 239 million to the national exchequer, in a quid
pro quid arrangement with the real estate
businessman.

The NAB arrested Khan on May 9 during a court
appearance related to a separate case in the capital
Islamabad. After the arrest, thousands of the former
prime minister’'s supporters took to the streets around
the country; police and government buildings, as well
as military assets and installations, were attacked in
the unrest. [AiR No. 19, May/2023, 2]

In separate developments, the Anti-Corruption
Establishment (ACE) of Pakistan’s Punjab province
summoned Khan, his sister Uzma and her husband in
the so-called Layyah land corruption case on June 19.
The case relates to the purchase of over 2.5 square
kilometers of land at throwaway prices through fraud.
[Kalinga TV] [The Indian Express]

The total number of cases against him has now swelled
to over 140 following his ouster as the prime minister
of Pakistan in April last year. Khan's cases mostly relate
to terrorism, inciting the public to violence, arson
attacks, blasphemy, attempted murder, corruption and
fraud.

Pakistan: Journalists face mutiny charges
after criticizing military; press bodies
slam crackdown on ‘critical voices’
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(mha/Im) Prominent rights and media watchdogs have
expressed “extreme concern” after at least seven
Pakistani journalists and political commentators were
charged with offenses against the state and anti-terror
laws for their alleged involvement in the violence that
engulfed the country on May 9. While those filing the
complaints have identified themselves as "patriotic
citizens," critics accuse Pakistan’'s powerful military
establishment of being behind the cases. [Al Jazeera]
[Committee to Protect Journalists]

Apart from one journalist, whose details have not been
provided by the police, the other six individuals facing
the charges work out of the United States and the
United Kingdom. Most of them fled Pakistan in recent
months, citing personal security reasons. [Voice of
Americal

Against this backdrop, global media watchdog
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) urged Pakistan to
immediately dismiss the “ludicrous mutiny accusations
in a complaint with no credibility” that an individual
has brought against two journalists in the federal
capital. The statement also mentioned the case of
Imran Riaz Khan, a TV news anchor and political
commentator who has been missing since police
picked him up in Punjab province last month [see AIR
No. 21, May/2023, 4]. [Reporters Without Borders]

Amnesty International also issued a statement on June
15 in which it said it was alarmed by Pakistan’s
“crackdown on voices critical of the state and military”.
The rights watchdog also criticized the Anti-Terrorism
Act, which alongside the Pakistan Army Act is currently
used to prosecute the May 9 protesters. [DAWN]

Pakistan: Leader of Pashtun Tahaffuz
Movement (PTM) arrested

(mha) Ali Wazir, the co-founder the Pashtun Tahaffuz
Movement (PTM) which advocated for the rights of
ethnic Pashtuns affected by Pakistan’s war against the
Taliban in the country's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan provinces, has been reportedly abducted
and shifted to an undisclosed location.

Official sources maintained that Wazir was shifted to
Miranshah headquarters after being taken into
custody and was handed over to the police in the FIR
registered against him. Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) Cybercrime Circle Peshawar had started an
inquiry against Ali Wazir and PTM chief Manzoor
Pashteen for allegedly using defamatory language and
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spreading propaganda against Pakistan’s powerful
military.

The investigation agency had also ordered both the
leaders to appear before it on June 23.

The police and security personnel had been on alert
for the last several days to arrest Wazir. The PTM
leader was released from Karachi prison in February
2023 after being imprisoned for more than two years.
He was under arrest since December 2020 in several
sedition cases. [Tribune]

Pakistan: 10 human-trafficking suspects
arrested after Greek boat tragedy

(Im) Pakistan authorities have arrested 10 alleged
human traffickers after it emerged that many of the
dozens of migrants and refugees who drowned off
Greece's coast last week were from the South Asian
nation. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also ordered an
immediate crackdown on Sunday on agents engaged in
people smuggling, saying they would be “severely
punished”.

At least 78 people died when a trawler carrying as
many as 750 people sank off Greece's Peloponnese
peninsula on June 14, with hundreds more still missing.
Llcal media reported that more than 300 Pakistanis
were onboard the trawler, over 135 from the Pakistani
side of Kashmir, also known as Azad Jammu and
Kashmir. However, these numbers could not be
independently verified. [The Nation] [Al Jazeera] [The
Straits Times]

Pakistan: Health of jailed opposition PTI
president Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
deteriorating, wife claims

(mha/lm) The health of Chaudry Parvez Elahi, president
of Pakistan’s main opposition PTI party and former
chief minister of Punjab province, is deteriorating,
according to his wife. [Tribune]

Elahi, a close ally of ex-Premier Imran Khan, has been
in prison since being arrested earlier this month over
corruption charges after his protective bail was
rejected by a court. A court on June 2 ordered Elahi’s
release, but soon after police re-arrested him on
charges related to a separate corruption case and sent
him to prison for a 14-day judicial remand. The PTI said
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the arrest was politically motivated and part of an
ongoing government crackdown that has seen dozens
of its leaders arrested and nearly dozens quitting the

party.

More recently, the Anti-Corruption Establishment
refused to hear Elahi's bail plea and sent the case to a
senior special judge. [ANI]

Pakistan: IMF criticizes budget for next
fiscal year, casts doubt on bailout
prospects

(Im) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
criticized Pakistan's recently presented budget, in a
significant setback for Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's
government, which has only until the end of this
month until a critical bailout that many analysts believe
is necessary to avoid default expires. [Financial Times]

Islamabad last week unveiled a USD 51 million budget
for the financial year starting in July, which it hoped
would break a months-long deadlock with the
multilateral lender over reviving a stalled USD 7 billion
lending program secured in 2019. Since last November
the IMF has held back its two disbursements of about
USD 2.5 billion over disagreements with Pakistan on
subsidies and measures to widen the tax base. The
2019 program ends June 30 with Pakistan's current
fiscal year.

However, in the multilateral lender’s first reaction to
the budget on June 15, its resident representative for
Pakistan said in a statement that the tax policies in the
new budget miss “an opportunity to broaden the tax
base in a more progressive way”, adding that the
proposed tax amnesty “creates a damaging
precedent.” Finance minister Ishaq Dar had announced
an amnesty in his budget speech, with a “no questions
asked” policy allowing expatriates to transfer up to
USD 100,000 without revealing the source of the
income. [Bloomberg]

Pakistan will need more than USD 20 billion to meet its
foreign debt obligations in the coming financial year.
But the country is already facing a mounting financial
and humanitarian crisis, with foreign reserves falling to
less than 4 USD billion.

In the absence of IMF support, Pakistan has turned to
longstanding allies such as China and Saudi Arabia to
avoid immediate default. On June 16, the State Bank of
Pakistan announced that Beijing had decided to
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refinance a USD 1.1 billion loan which Islamabad had
repaid earlier. [Voice of America]

Furthermore, Prime Minister Sharif held a background
meeting with the ambassadors from the Western,
European and Asian countries, during which he
apprised the foreign ambassadors about the efforts
that the finance minister and he personally had made
during the past many months. The government had
invited the ambassadors of the United States, the
United Kingdom, France, Germany, the European
Union, Japan, China, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the
United Arab Emirates, according to sources. [Tribune]

Crucially, the current administration's term in office
ends mid-August, after which a caretaker government
will run the country until general elections which are
due by October.

Sri Lanka: SLPP officials refuse President’s
summon without the party leader’s
approval

(ns) District leaders of Sri Lanka's ruling Sri Lankan
National Front Party (Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna,
SLPP) refused to attend a meeting chaired by President
Ranil Wickremesinghe and attended by cabinet
ministers and other lawmakers, saying that they had
not received any instructions from the SLPP party
leader Mahinda Rajapaksa. Nonetheless, the SLPP
reassured the president of their continuous support of
his future initiatives. [ADA derana]

Sri Lanka: Four police officers fail to
return from an international summit in
the United Kingdom

(ns) Four Sri Lankan police officers have not returned
home since attending an international summit in the
United Kingdom at the end of May. In light of this, the
Sri Lankan Police now considers the four offficers as
having abandoned the service with effect from June 4.
[Sri Lanka Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Bill to decriminalize
homosexuality faces dissent from
religious, civil rights groups
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(ns/Im) A bill seeking to decriminalize homosexuality in
Sri Lanka is still needs signature from at least 30
members of the country’s 225-member parliament to
be enacted as a law, according to a lawmaker from the
ruling ri Lankan National Front Party (Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna, SLPP). [Economy Next 1]

At present, Sections 365 and 365A of the Sri Lankan
penal code criminalize consensual same-sex sexual
relations, threatening both men and women with a 10-
year prison sentence. This led to a private member's
bill presented in parliament in April [see AR No. 17
April/2023, 4]. In May then, the Supreme Court ruled
that the bill was not inconsistent with the constitution,
in a decision hailed as a “historic development” by
campaigners [see AIR No. 20, May/2023, 3]. Some
activists and political campaigners are concerned that
that the decriminalization of same-sex relationships
would also legalize forms of child sexual abuse and
exploitation.

In related developments, a study published by a local
rights group earlier this month found that nearly 70
percent of rights violation cases reported to the police
in the 18-month period that ended on March 31
involve police officers and health sector workers.
Specifically, the data showed that police have been the
perpetrators in 96 rights violation cases, while 64 cases
are involved with health workers including medical
officers. [Economy Next 2]

Sri Lanka: Sectoral Oversight Committee
on Health, Health Ministry branches
discuss future policies

(ns) Sri Lankan Sectoral Oversight Committee and
various divisions of the Ministry of Health have met to
discuss the future health sector plans for Sri Lanka,
existing problems with drug supplies and distribution,
and the lack of employees in the Ayurveda
department. The medicines shortage issue manifests
in the challenges with drug distribution, reception via
foreign aid, quality assurance, and price regulation.

Sri Lanka also considers promoting health tourism
through traditional medicine. The officials have
reported that the state-run pharmaceutical company
manufactures 96 essential drugs and plans to
introduce 20 additional such products. The committee
members also have looked at the proposal of
exporting surplus medicines in the future. [Colombo
Page]
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Sri Lanka: Indian medicines under lens
following series of adverse events

(ns) India-manufactured medicine is currently facing
scrutiny in Sri Lanka following recent reports over
cases involving medical complications and fatalities
after patients were administered drugs imported from
the South Asian neighbor. [The Hindu]

Prior to these incidents, Transparency International Sri
Lanka had already filed a fundamental rights petition
with the Supreme Court challenging the decision of the
Cabinet and health authorities to purchase drugs from
unregistered suppliers. The petition further questioned
the national drug regulator’s role in providing a waiver
of registration to allow for the swift import of essential
drugs

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: Prime Minister announces
Election Law amendments amid July polls

(ns) On June 14, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen
announced that the government is making legal
amendments to establish criminal charges against
individuals and political parties obstructing the
upcoming general polls on July 23. The actions that
could lead to the prosecution include preventing or
inciting people to abstain from voting.

On the preceding day, the Prime Minister informed the
local public that new regulations will ban politicians,
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who refuse to vote, from running as candidates in
future elections.

The law also applies to state officials as Hun Sen seeks
civic responsibility manifestation from the candidates
for public office. As the Cambodian government took
away legal status and accused the main opposition of
defamation, the new measures will also prevent the
potential candidates living in exile from contesting in
future national polls.

The ruling party can also prevent Cambodian citizens
from protesting by refusing to take part in voting or
casting invalid ballots with the newly proposed
provisions. [Chron.] [China.org.cn]

Cambodia: Interior ministry announces its
Digital Technology Strategic Plan 2023-
2027

(ns) On June 12, the Cambodian Ministry of Interior
announced the launch of the Digital Technology
Strategic Plan 2023-2027.

The aim of the plan is to strengthen work efficiency,
improve public service delivery, and enhance national
security and transparency through digital technology in
the 4.0 industrial revolution. The Cambodian
Department of Information Technology working group
developed the strategic plan to promote transparency
and efficiency in national security amid technological
innovation.

The strategic plan has six main stages, including
strategies for training human resources and
knowledge integration, strategies for building
technology infrastructure of the Interior Ministry,
strategies for strengthening cybersecurity and
cybercrime prevention technology, strategies for
research/development/technological innovation,
strategies to strengthen the work quality and provision
of public services, and, lastly, strategies for technology
governance.

The plan is consistent with other ongoing policy
framework initiatives, such as the Cambodia Digital
Government Policy 2021-2030 and the National
Science Policy Framework, Technology, and Innovation.
[Ministry of Interior - Cambodia] [Khmer Times]
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Cambodia: Hun Sen urges more
investments in energy and water supply
infrastructure

(ns) On June 19, the Cambodian Prime Minister said at
the Phnom Penh water treatment plant launching
ceremony that the Kingdom requires more water and
energy supply since the number of people continues to
increase.

For Cambodia, France and Japan are the main
sponsors of water supply infrastructure projects. The
Phnom Penh Water Supply Authority (PPWSA) could
supply approximately 640 000 cubic meters of clean
water per day according to April 2023 data, but the
demand is estimated to rise to 1.1 million by 2025.

EU and French institutes assisted Cambodia in
developing the first Phnom Penh water treatment
plant in 2021-2023. The projects under this initiative
continue operating and should increase clean water
provision capacity by 980 000 cubic meters per day in
2024. [Cambodian Government Official News Portal]

Indonesia: Constitutional Court rules
against closed-list system

(ys) The Constitutional Court has rejected the motion
to hold the 2024 legislative election in a closed-list
system, ending the rumors that stated otherwise. The
plaintiffs’ claim that the open system is prone to vote
buying was rejected by the court, stating that the
closed system would do no better.

The motion to return to the closed-list system was
previously petitioned by six individuals, including a
member of the ruling Indonesian Democratic Party of
Struggle Party (PDI-P). The closed-list system was
implemented during the New Order era, where the
electoral vote was for the party. This system has been
criticized for hampering democracy, as it is believed
that the party would only nominate loyalists, making
the candidates’ party representatives instead of the
people. The system was then scratched in 2008 and
the open-list system was introduced, in which the
electoral directly vote for representatives.

The decision to maintain an open-list system has been
lauded by the public. [The Jakarta Post 1] [The Jakarta
Post 2]
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Indonesia: Mirage fighter jets to fill the
gap

(ys) The Indonesian Defense Ministry has signed a USD
792 million deal with Excalibur International to acquire
12 Mirage 2000-5 fighter jets previously used by
Qatar.

The deal of nine single-seat jets and three double-seat
jets is an effort to fill the gap while waiting for the
arrival of brand-new jets.

Indonesia has previously made deals with Dassault to
acquire 42 Rafale fighter jets, with six units expetcted
to be ready by 2026. According to the Defense
Minister, Mirage has similar technologies as the French
Rafale fighter aircraft, so it will help in training pilots
before transitioning to Rafale. He did not mention the
age of the jets.

Apart from this deal, the MoD is also in discussion with
the United Arab Emirates to acquire used Mirage 2000-
9 in addition to the ones from Qatar. [Kompas, in
Bahasa Indonesia] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Upgrade on air surveillance

(ys) Indonesia has concluded a deal to acquire 13 long-
range radars, the Ground Master 400 Alpha (GM400a),
from Thales, a French multinational company that
designs, develops, and manufactures electrical
systems as well as devices and equipment for the
aerospace, defense, transportation and security
sectors.

Indonesia state-owned defense firm PT Len and Thales
have not disclosed the amount of the contract, but this
deal will span several years. PT Len oversees building
the stations where the equipment will be installed.
[The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Rice import to prepare for El
Nifno

(ys) The Minister of Trade has signed an agreement to
import 1 million tons of rice from India to ensure the
domestic supply.

Although rice import is never a popular move amongst
local farmers, the agreement is seen as essential as the
dry weather that El Nifio causes is expected to
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threaten food production throughout Asia. The rice will
be delivered to Indonesia once the domestic's reserves
near depletion. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Bid for better data protection

(ys) After another series of data breaches, the House of
Representatives Commission 1 pushes the government
to act on the Personal Data Protection Law by
establishing an oversight agency. This agency will be
tasked with overseeing data protection and impose
administrative sanctions and non-judicial fines on data
controllers or processors that breach the rights of data
subjects. It will report directly to the president.

The government said that the regulation to establish
the agency is still being drafted. Under the new law,
any party found guilty of illegally collecting, using,
selling, or publicizing personal data could face fines
amounting to 2 percent of the annual revenue or
prison time. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Palm oil groups named as
suspects in corruption case

(ys) Wilmar Group, Musim Mas Group and Permata
Hijau Group have been named by the Attorney
General's Office as suspects in a corruption
investigation for allegedly obtaining export permits
illegally at a time when palm oil shipments were
restricted by the Indonesian government last year, in a
bid to ensure domestic supply amidst rising oil prices.

The investigation was made after executives of the
three companies were jailed for manipulating
documents to obtain export permits. [The Jakarta
Post]

Lao PDR: European credit insurer
downgrades political risk rating

(ws) Against the larger backdrop of unsustainable
levels of external debt and concerns regarding future
debt repayments, Credendo, a European credit
insurance group, has demoted Laos from category 6/7
to the highest category of 7/7 for its Medium and Long-
term (MLT) political risk rating. This demotion follows a
significant decrease in Laos' public finances, primarily
driven by the adverse effects of the COVID-19
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pandemic and the repercussions of the war in
Ukraine.

The country's public debt has surged to 128.5 percent
in 2022. Consequently, the interest payment charges
now exceed 25 percent of government revenues,
compared to below 10 percent in 2019. Furthermore,
Laos is also facing a higher cost of living and a scarcity
of essential goods due to costly imports since last year.
Since 2011, foreign exchange reserves have been
consistently running low.

The ongoing economic turbulence is further
exacerbated by the considerable challenge of servicing
the debt, which is projected to be at least twice the
total of foreign reserves in the coming years. Unless
Laos receives support from multilateral institutions, it
will heavily rely on its primary creditor, China, which
holds half of the country's external public debt, to
manage its debt obligations, according to Credendo.
[Laotian Times 1]

Currently, the Laotian government has sought to
strengthen its production potential, in a bid to limit the
reliance on imports, as well as promote tourism sector
to attract foreign currency. [Laotian Times 2]

Malaysia: Lawmakers debate measures to
strengthen human rights protection,
including children's rights

(ccf) On June 12, lawmakers debated the Human Rights
Commission of Malaysia’s (Suhakam) Annual Report
2022 for the first time in the Dewan Rakyat, the lower
house of Malaysia’s parliament. [The Borneo Post]

Multiple issues related to children’s welfare were
raised during the debate. MP Ahmad Tarmizi Sulaiman
called to end the detaining of refugee children and
their families. He called for immediate implementation
of the previously introduced Alternative to Detention
(ATD) pilot program. The ATD provides temporary
shelter to unaccompanied refugee children without
subjecting them to the mental and physical stresses of
detention.

On the issue of children’s citizenship in Sabah's and
Sarawak’s indigenous communities, Datuk Seri Madius
Tangau suggested that the Home Minister rectify the
current laws that favor the father over the mother.
Currently, children to mothers who are Malaysian
citizens are denied their right to citizenship.
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Finally, Abd Ghani Ahmad asked fellow lawmakers to
pay attention to Suhakam’s recommendation of
increasing the number of children as members in the
National Council for Children. This would help funnel
issues of children’s welfare to authorities. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Plans underway to review
2019 health ministry study predicting
oversupply of medical officers

(ccf) On June 13, Malaysia's Health Minister Zaliha
Mustafa announced that his ministry will review a 2019
study that predicted an oversupply of medical officers
from 2026 to 2030. The study's projections relied on
pre-pandemic data from 2008 to 2015, which no longer
reflect Malaysia's current medical needs.

The new study will consider changes to government
policies since 2015, post-Covid healthcare needs, and
medical technological advancements. It will also factor
in dynamic health needs such as Malaysia's ageing
population, population growth, and emergency
planning for health crises. [Malay Mail]

A day earlier, Sarawak State Minister Dr Annuar
Rapaee criticized the 2019 study for being inconsistent
with the medical situation in rural parts of Sarawak. He
opined that the study should take into account the
uneven doctor distribution in the country, given that
there are more clinics without doctors in Sarawak. [The
Borneo Post]

Malaysia: Internal leaks within Anti-
Corruption Commission should be further
investigated

(jly Information from the Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) has recently appeared in a
number of news articles published in newspapers or
online. Internal leaks have put the MACC, which in
Malaysia investigates and prosecutes corruption in
both the public and private sectors, under scrutiny.

Government representatives are advising MACC
members to establish stringent internal protocols
when an information breach occurs, including filing a
police report. The Tasek Gelugor MP, Wan Saiful Wan
Jan, questioned whether these leaks were purposefully
planned or if sources chosen by the MACC themselves
were using them as a political tool. [The Star]
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Ramkarpal Singh, the deputy minister in charge of the
prime minister's office, refuted Wan Saiful’s
accusations by saying that the MACC would not permit
information breaches to happen while an investigation
was being conducted. [NST]

Malaysia: Political protection supposedly
given to online gambling firms

(jly Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail, the Home
Minister of Malaysia, seemed somewhat assured when
he said, “l can confirm that there are elements of
political protection for online gambling.” [The Star, 1]

Online gambling is illegal in Malaysia, however,
because of ambiguous legislation from the 1950s,
website owners have found ways to get past the law by
developing websites that cater to online gaming. In a
recent address, Saifuddin argued that the Common
Gaming Houses Act 1953 and the Betting Act 1953,
which both regulate offences relating to internet
gaming, should be addressed and amended.

The Malaysian government disabled up to 2119
websites between May 2022 and 2023, although new
websites continued to appear in their place. [The Star,
2]

Myanmar: Sagaing Forum and Karenni
State Council Transforming the Political
Landscape

(cho) Myanmar's political landscape has

experienced two significant moments in recent weeks,
shaping the trajectory of the country's future. These
pivotal events took place in the Sagaing Region and
Kayah State, also known as Karenni State.

The Sagaing Forum, held on 30th and 31st May 2023,
brought together 173 revolutionary groups from 28
townships in Myanmar's Sagaing Region, along with 31
investigators. This significant gathering received
widespread support from various partner
organizations in Myanmar. The forum's primary focus
encompassed four sectors: political, military, local
governance, and general affairs, which included
discussions on strikes, the Civil Disobedience
Movement (CDM), resources, internally displaced
persons (IDPs), and other related topics.
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As a result of the forum, two key outcomes emerged.
Firstly, there is a plan to establish a regional
consultative council or institution that will facilitate
coordination among political and revolutionary
organizations in the Sagaing Region. This collaborative
effort aims to work towards shared objectives, such as
eliminating military dictatorship, achieving self-
governance, and implementing democracy.

Secondly, the forum identified four urgent processes at
the regional level. These processes include
implementing transitional measures, formulating self-
governance policies, establishing checks and balances
between administration and military groups, and
strengthening regional defense forces. These crucial
steps will be carried out aligning with the broader
goals outlined in the federal democracy charter of the
National Unity Government (NUG) and the National
Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), the parallel
institutions operating at the Union level.

On 12th June, another significant development
unfolded with the unveiling of the Karenni State
Interim Executive Council (IEC) during a momentous
press conference. This is the first IEC on the
revolutionary side amidst the ongoing conflicts in
Myanmar. Operating within Kayah State, also popularly
known as Karenni State (note: these names hold
political significance), the IEC is situated in the smallest
administrative state in Myanmar. The Karenni area has
emerged as a prominent forefront in the current
revolution in Myanmar.

In the post-coup period, on 9th April 2021, the Karenni
State Consultative Council (KSCC) was founded as a
political organization. The recently formed IEC will
operate under the political guidance of the KSCC.
Although the IEC's founding did not stem from a top-
down order by the National Unity Government (NUG),
a parallel revolutionary government in Myanmar's
current political turmoil, the General Secretary 2 of the
IEC has stated that the IEC recognizes the NUG as a
Union-level institution for cooperative efforts in
executive affairs. By assuming state-level
governmental responsibilities, the IEC aims to protect
civilians and provide essential services, further
advancing the objective of establishing a federal union.
[Sagain Forum's Facebook Page] [Shan News]

Myanmar: Three weeks of fighting in
eastern region leave nearly three dozen
civilians dead
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(ha/Im) At least 35 civilians have been killed in the past
three weeks during intense fighting between junta
troops and ethnic Karenni forces in eastern Myanmar.
Since late last month, the two sides have been
engaged in armed conflict in a township in southern
Shan state. [Radio Free Asia]

Separately, resistance forces attacked a police station
in the Naypyidaw Union Territory on June 12-13.In
those attacks, five soldiers and one police officer were
killed, and weapons seized, the resistance forces
announced. After these attacks, the military council is
increasing its forces for the security of Nay Pyi Taw, the
capital of Myanmar and home to the headquarters of
the ruling State Administration Council. [Mizzima]

In separate developments, junta troops torched more
than more than 650 houses and arrested at least 33
villagers during seven days of raids in one of the
strongholds of the anti-junta resistance in Sagaing
Region, according to local residents. [The Irrawaddy]

Meanwhile, resistance forces from Karen state on June
13 attacked and captured three military outposts and a
police station. Military forces responded by carrying
out six air strikes, causing about 3,000 civilians to flee
across the border to neighboring Thailand. [Myanmar
Now] [Mizzima]

Myanmar: Factory workers demanding
increase in salaries arrested

(wn) Authorities in Myanmar have arrested two factory
workers after they led a protest demanding to increase
in salary in a garment factory in Yangon. The workers
had submitted an application to the Department of
Labor to form a worker union in their factory; however,
the martial law announced in the township in March
2021 prohibits the organization of protests and unions,
according to the soldiers who arrested the two
workers. [Myanmar Now, in Burmese]

Myanmar: 730 political prisoners
sentenced in less than six months

(wn) According to the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (AAPP), courts in military-ruled Myanmar
have sentenced 730 individuals to prison terms
including life imprisonment and death sentence since
the beginning of this year. The AAPP, which works to
shed light on human rights abuses in Myanmar, says
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that among the 730 political activists, there were 108
women, 620 men, and two transgender individuals.
[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta arrests, questions gold
traders in Yangon, Mandalay

(wn/Im) Myanmar's military junta has been arresting
gold traders and gold smelters in Yangon and
Mandalay on accusations of conducting illegal import
and export of gold and illegal money changing.
[Mizzimal]

The price of gold for one shekel has been fluctuating
over the past few years, with a significant increase in
October 2022 followed by a decrease in the first
quarter of 2023. Currently, the price has once again
reached roughly USD 1,500 at the beginning of June.
[BBC Burmese, in Burmese]

The Philippines: President’s remarks
during Independence Day celebrations
draw flak from progressive groups

(ccf) On June 12, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. vowed
that the Philippines would “never again be subservient
to any external force that directs or determines our
destiny”. [ANC] Critics argue that his remarks are
inconsistent with major power involvement near the
disputed West Philippine Sea (WPS).

Gabriela Representative Arlene Brosas criticizes
Marcos for conducting military exercises with various
external superpowers like the United States (US) and
China. Brosas warns that a foreign policy of “being a
friend to all and an enemy to none” may spell
potentially dangerous consequences for the
Philippines' territorial integrity, amid US-China
competition in the region. [Inquirer.net 1]

On the same day, various progressive groups
protested Chinese militarization of the WPS in front of
the Chinese Consulate in Makati City, Manila Metro.
The National Federation of Small Fisherfolk
Organization (Pamalakaya) criticized Marcos’
administration for failing to assert its sovereignty over
the WPS and protecting the livelihoods of small fishers.
[Inquirer.net 2] [CNN Philippines]
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The Philippines: Vice President Sara
Duterte surveyed as strongest contender
for 2028 Presidential Elections

(ccf) 28 percent of respondents in a survey identified
Philippines Vice President and Education Secretary
Sara Duterte as the most likely to succeed President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. in 2028. The same survey noted
that 41 percent of respondents either refused to
answer or felt unsure.

The Social Weather Stations (SWS) conducted the
survey and interviewed 1,200 adults across the
Philippines from April 15 to April 18. One question
asked who the best leader would be to succeed
Marcos in 2028. Duterte topped the poll while Senator
Raffy Tulfo and former vice president Leni Robredo
placed second and third in the survey, with 11 percent
and 6 percent respectively. [Philstar.com]

The Philippines: Lawmaker proposes
creation of agency to enhance children's
welfare

(ccf) A Philippines lawmaker, Margarita Nograles, has
proposed creating the Philippine Commission on
Children (PCCh) to protect and promote children’s
rights. Nograles' proposal responds to a call by the
United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child
(UN CRC), which suggested strengthening the Council
for the Welfare of Children (CWC) in the Southeast
Asian nation.

The organization's objectives include policy
formulation, priority-setting for child development,
conducting research, implementing nationwide
programs, and coordinating and enforcing child
welfare laws. This new agency would participate at the
highest levels of government decision-making, while
also linking grassroots level organizations to national
and local government units. [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: Government discusses US
request to temporarily house Afghans

(ccf) The Philippine government is currently reviewing a
request from the United States (US) to temporarily
host former US government workers and their families
in the Philippines. The request involves processing an
estimated 1,000 to 1,500 Afghans each month, issuing
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Special Immigration Visas (SIVs), and then sending
them to the US.

The government has been split over the request.
Philippine Ambassador to the US Jose Manuel
Romualdez views acceptance of the request as a
humanitarian gesture, given the imminent threat to
their safety in Afghanistan. Romualdez added that the
displaced Afghans will be vetted by the US before
arriving in the Philippines. Senator Francis Tolentino is
also in favor of providing temporary refuge, given the
precedent set during the Quezon and Duterte
administrations. [Philippine News Agency 1]

However, Senator Imee Marcos, head of the Senate
foreign affairs panel, questioned the US’ motivations.
She argued that the US could have either asked other
countries geographically closer to Afghanistan or
directly host the people on US soil. Senate Minority
Leader Koko Pimentel shared similar concerns,
contending that the US likely has larger and better
processing facilities than the Philippines. [Inquirer.net]
[Philippine News Agency 2]

The request is subject to an ongoing review, having
first been first raised in October 2022 and revisited
during a presidential bilateral meeting in May 2023.

The Philippines: UNDP study reveals that
nearly all Filipinos hold biased attitudes
against women

(ccf) A new United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) study found that 99.33 percent of men and
99.67 percent of women in the Philippines held biased
views towards women'’s roles in politics, educational,
economic matters, and physical integrity. [GMA
Integrated News]

Using data from 2017 to 2022 of the World Values
Survey (2017 to 2022), the study found that the
Philippines fared worse than the global average on all
four dimensions. Three-quarters of the country saw
men as better political leaders than women. Nearly
half believed that university was more important for
men than for women, while 77.81 percent of Filipinos
regarded women as less capable in the workplace.
Lastly, 92.83 percent of Filipinos were biased against
physical integrity like the right to abortion and freedom
from domestic violence. [see Gender Social Norms
Index,_p. 247 [CNN Philippines]

Gabriela Women's Party, a left-wing political party,
ascribed these ‘alarming’ results to the country’s
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prevailing culture of misogyny. Party Representative
Arlene Brosas contended that violent and sexualizing
films on popular streaming sites, like Netflix and
Vivamax, have normalized gender-based violence.
Minors' easy access to these sexually objectifying films
and other explicit materials on online shopping
platforms have promoted harmful stereotypes of
women. Brosas further called upon the government to
prioritize laws and programs that will enhance
women'’s rights and improve overall gender equality.
[Gabriela Women'’s Party] [Philstar.com]

Singapore: Health ministry introduces
hospital and doctor fee benchmark for
private sector

(tb) Singapore’s health ministry has introduced a new
hospital and doctor fee benchmark for the private
sector to ensure greater transparency and managing
rising healthcare costs. The benchmarks were
introduced in order to manage private hospital bills
that were on a continuous rise since 2015. The
implementation is voluntary.

The release of these benchmarks complements other
measures, such as co-payment requirements and the
removal of "as-charged" coverage, to manage costs.
The MOH encourages hospitals and doctors to provide
financial counseling to patients and justifies higher
fees to patients and insurers if charging above the
benchmarks. The benchmarks aim to promote
transparency, but they may contribute to higher
insurance premiums. [CNA]

Singapore: Government works on
guidelines regarding employment
contracts

(tb) Singapore’s government is in the process of
developing a set of guidelines about non-compete
clauses in employment agreements.

Non-compete or restraint of trade clauses are
contractual provisions commonly included in
employment agreements to restrict individuals from
engaging in similar work within the same industry for a
specific duration. In the event of violation, companies
retain the option to pursue legal action against their
former employees, seeking remedies such as court
injunctions or compensation.
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In Singapore, these non-compete clauses are common.
The government is working on a set of guidelines to
give more guidance and shape norms of these clauses.
[CNA]

Singapore: Government in favor of
promoting, not regulating Artificial
Intelligence

(tb) Lee Wan Sie, director for trusted Al and data at
Singapore’s Infocom Media Development Authority
(IMDA), said that IMDA is not looking at regulating Al.

Instead, the government tries to promote the
responsible use of Al through advocating the usage of
Al Verify for companies. Al Verifiy is the world's first Al
testing toolkit that was launched as a pilot project in
2022. It empowers users to perform technical
assessments on their Al models and maintain a record
of process checks.

After the chatbot ChatGDP gained a lot of momentum,
many governments in the world are on pressure to
address the potential risks of Al. Lee stated that the
focus first lies on learning from the industry. After that,
decisions on regulations of Al can be discussed.
Toolkits like Al Verify would help to close the gap
between policymakers and business.

During the Asia Tech x Singapore summit held in June,
Minister for Communications and Information
Josephine Teo emphasized that although the
government acknowledges the potential hazards
associated with Al, it cannot single-handedly advocate
for the ethical utilization of Al. Instead, the private
sector is also seen as bearing this responsibility to
promote the ethical use of Al. [CNBC]

Singapore: Senior Minister about how
protectionist strategies harm the
opportunities of workers

(tb) Singapore's Senior Minister Tharman
Shanmugaratam said on June 13 that big countries
should not sacrifice their absolute economic
performance, which holds significance for ordinary
workers, in order to ensure a competitive advantage to
one another.

Protectionist strategies would rather hurt the
economic performance of countries but would
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strengthen their competitiveness to others. However,
this would harm the opportunities of the ordinary
worker because they depend on the long-term growth
of the economy and the creation of jobs. [The Strait
Times]

Singapore: Refreshed social compact
introduced a fresh perspective on success
and skills

(tb) Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong suggested
that Singapore’s revitalized social compact might entail
a novel approach to success and skills.

A new approach to success should emerge that values
money less and instead prioritizes the sense of
purpose and fulfilment in the end. People who spend
more times with their families and are caregivers will
be more appreciated in society. Furthermore, skills in
the areas of arts or sports will should be recognized
more. To reach that goal, Singapore will support the
broad middle group and the vulnerable more. For
instance, individuals who are jobless will receive
assistance in meeting their daily necessities while
undergoing skills training and searching for
employment. [CNA, SCMP]

Singapore: Drug crackdown sees 81
suspects detained

(j) Nearly 81 suspects were arrested in a drug
crackdown in Singapore, spanning various areas such
as Bukit Batok, Hougang, Tampines and Yishun.
According to the Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB), the
drugs that were seized included heroin,
methamphetamine, cannabis, ecstasy and erimin
tablets, with an estimated street value of USD 60,000.
[The Star]

Singapore, known for its strict drug control laws, has
previously implemented mandatory death penalties
for drug-related offenses. In March, the Singapore
Parliament approved enhanced penalties under the
Misuse of Drugs Act (MDA) concerning the possession
of various drugs. As per the revised regulations,
offenders found with less than 330g of cannabis could
face up to 10 years in prison or fines of up to USD
20,000. [The Straits Times]
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Thailand: Election Commission endorses
May election results, but retains probe
against frontrunner Pita

(ws/Im) Thailand Election Commission on June 19
endorsed the result of general election held last
month, paving the way for the opening session of the
500-member Lower House and the formation of a new
government in the coming weeks. Parliament's lower
chamber is expected to convene by July 4, as required
by law.

In announcing the endorsement, Election Commission
Secretary-General Sawang Boonmee said the poll body
had resolved to endorse lawmakers-elect because it
had to rush its investigation into complaints lodged
against the results of the election to comply with the
given 60-day timeframe. [Bangkok Post]

However, the process of forming a new government is
far from straightforward as Pita Limjaroenrat, leader
and prime ministerial candidate of the winning Move
Forward Party (MFP), remains under investigation over
alleged illegal ownership of media company shares
[see AIR No. 24, June/2023, 2, see article in this
edition]. According to Sawang, his agency was still
considering the complaint against Pita and reserved
the right to have a year to investigate whether Pita had
breached Sections 42(3) and 151 of the MP election law
by contesting the May 14 general election as a list-MP
candidate despite knowing he may not be qualified to
do so. [The Straits Times]

Furthermore, it remains uncertain whether Pita will be
able to secure enough support to become the prime
minister, as this requires a minimum of 376 votes from
a joint session of both Houses of Parliament. The MFP-
led eight-party coalition controls 312 seats in the
Lower House, and thus, will need to garner additional
support from rival parties or members of the military-
appointed, 250-member strong Senate. [Reuters] [BBC
Thai, in Thai]

The MFP, for its part, has expressed with confidence
that enough Senators will back Pita in his bid to
become Thailand's next prime minister. Furthermore,
the party reportedly intends to remove Section 272 of
the Constitution, which allows Senators to elect the
prime minister. [Bangkok Post 2]

Additionally, the MFP and its coalition partner Pheu
Thai party are yet to agree on which party gets the
position of the Lower House Speaker [see entry below].
Crucially, the election of Thailand’s next prime minister
will take place only after the selection of the House
Speaker has received royal endorsement.
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Thailand: Dispute over Lower House
Speaker’s seat remains unsettled

(Im) A dispute between the two largest parties in
Thailand's next Lower House - the Move Forward Party
(MFP) and Pheu Thai Party (PTP) - over the Speaker's
seat is set to continue after the PTP denied agreeing to
let the progressive MFP take the position. [Bangkok
Post 1]

PTP deputy leader Phumtham Wechayachai on June 19
said both parties have yet to agree on the matter,
despite claiming a day earlier that the MFP had agreed
to give his party two deputy House speaker posts in
exchange for the House Speaker position. However, by
the time Phumtham issued his clarification, the MFP
had already thanked the PTP for agreeing to stepping
aside. [Bangkok Post 2]

The row over the speaker’s job emerged soon after the
two parties together, joined by six smaller parties
announced an eight-party coalition [see AR No. 21,
May/2023, 4]. The MFP lays claim to the speaker’s job,
saying it's crucial to pushing through its progressive
laws and ensuring parliamentary transparency that it
had promised to voters. The PTP, for its part, argues
that the MFP cannot keep all key positions to itself at
the expense of other coalition partners [see AR No. 22,
May/2023, 5].

Thailand: Shareholder scandal of
progressive MFP frontrunner Pita
continues

(ws/Im) In the latest twist of the shareholding scandal
involving Move Forward Party frontrunner Pita
Limjaroenrat and local media company iTV, the media
outlet said in a statement on June 15 that meeting
minutes published earlier this month were a summary
of answers to several questions raised by stakeholders
and not a verbatim record. The company also said that
it has “not discontinued its business”, adding that its
revenue came from return on investment and interest
income only. [Bangkok Post 2] [Thaiger] [TIME]

On June 9, Thailand's Election Commission decided to
conduct an investigation into whether Pita had violated
a provision of the constitution that forbids anyone who
holds shares in or owns a media company from
seeking to participate in an election to parliament. The
investigation was initiated in response to a petition
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filed by political activist Ruangkrai Leekitwattana, who
alleged that Pita held 42,000 shares in iTV and argued
that such ownership was grounds for disqualification.
[AIR No. 20, May/2023, 3]

In response, Pita initially downplayed the issue, but
later transferred the shares to another family member
in what he called a pre-emptive move against efforts to
“revive” iTV to be an active media company in order to
disqualify him. Earlier this month, then, new evidence
emerged that allegedly pointed at discrepancies
between what was said at iTV's annual general meeting
in April and what was written in the subsequent
meeting minutes [see AIR No. 24, June/2023, 2]. It was
against this backdrop that the recent statement was
published.

Some legal experts have said iTV's annual reports and
financial documents showed the company is not in
operation and not deriving revenue from media
operations, and therefore can't still be considered a
media business. But Pita’s rivals say that as long as the
company hasn't formally closed, then it is still a media
venture.

In light of the latest developments, MFP's secretary-
general last week claimed foul play, alleging an
intricate plot to thwart Pita that began before the
election and involving what he called a falsification of
the ITV meeting report. He pointed to “irregularities” in
iTV's 2022 financial statement that differed from
submissions in previous years by stating its business
as media and its product as advertising — a move
made on the same day as Ruangkrai's original
complaint.

Thailand: Activists petition Administrative
Court seeking ban on usage of Pegasus
spyware

(aj) Two activists have filed a petition with Thailand's
Administrative Court seeking a ban on the use of the
so-called Pegasus spyware. iLaw manager Yingcheep
Atchanont and activist Arnon Nampa made the
complaint against the national police force, military,
and a few of Thailand's ministries, including its
domestic intelligence agency, the Ministry of Special
Investigation. The two advocates also demanded a
release of information on how the spyware was used
previously and to return the information collected on
victims.

Pegasus is a military-grade spyware developed and
licensed by Israeli security firm NSO. The spyware has
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been sold to many national governments, often being
used to suppress dissent by surveilling a user's mobile
phone. A 2022 report identified at least 30 people who
were targeted or infected with the harmful software.
The victims included prominent individuals leading the
mass protests in 2021, as well as academics and
human rights defenders who had publicly criticized the
Thai government.

iLaw has been building a case against the Thai
government's usage of the spy technology over several
months, yet direct evidence on whether Thailand has
purchased and authorized the usage of Pegasus has
not surfaced [see AiR No. 8, February/2023, 3]. [Twitter,
Thai Enquirer]

Thailand: Anti-corruption watchdog again
ordered to disclose all reports of deputy
premier’s watch case

(ws) Thailand's Supreme Administrative Court on June
16 upheld an earlier ruling requiring the National Anti-
Corruption Commission (NACC) to disclose details of its
investigation into the watch scandal involving caretaker
Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwan within 15
days. The court stated that the NACC's failure to
disclose the findings will be recognized as neglecting
its duty. [Bangkok Post]

In December 2018, the NACC voted 5:3 that there were
no grounds for accusations that Prawit had falsely
declared his wealth when he did not include 22 high-
end timepieces and rings with a total estimated value
of USD 1.5 million in his list of assets. However, the
Central Administrative Court ordered the anti-graft
watchdog to abide by a request filed under the under
the Public Information Act to disclose a report on fact-
finding and evidence gathering, and other essential
documents.

It was against this backdrop that the Supreme
Administrative Court earlier in April ruled in favor of an
appeal filed by a news agency and ordered the NACC
and its Office to disclose the three sets of documents
within 15 days. At the time, the NACC said disclosing
details of its investigation could face further delay,
citing potential penalties under the Anti-Corruption Act
for releasing the findings [see AIR No. 17, April/2023,
4].
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Thailand: Election winner Move Forward
Party vows to reform police after series of
scandals

(ws) In light of a recent series of police scandals and
leaks, including bribe-sticker scandal, alleged nepotism
in a special training program, huge deployment of
newly graduated cadets to the Protection and Crowd
Control Division [see AR No. 24, June/2023, 2],
Thailand's progressive Move Forward Party (MFP) has
vowed to push towards police reform. [Khaosod
English] [Thairath, in Thai] [Bangkok Biznews]

Meanwhile, another MP-elect who recently disclosed
the bribe-sticker scandal, wrote on Facebook that the
series of scandals and misconduct reflected the failure
of the past government to tackle corruption problems.
Moreover, he added that nowadays, people already
realized that it is merely a justification to eliminate
their political opponents, create patronage system to
exploit national resources. [Facebook]

Thailand: Move Forward Party leader Pita
Limjaroenrat proposes Chiang Mai as
ASEAN hub to combat PM2.5 air pollution

(nk) The Move Forward Party (MFP) leader Pita
Limjaroenrat engages with business representatives
and civic groups to discuss pressing concerns in Chiang
Mai, the northern province in Thailand, including the
detrimental effects of PM2.5 air pollution, the rights of
ethnic communities, and reviving tourism. With PM2.5
damage estimated at 3 billion baht monthly, Pita plans
to propose allocating 3 million baht to each sub-district
in northern provinces for combating the issue.
Furthermore, he aims to position Chiang Mai as
ASEAN's hub for addressing PM2.5 pollution. Ethnic
groups also raise concerns regarding stateless
individuals and limited access to basic rights and
healthcare. Pita's proposals also encompass
revitalizing tourism by extending Chiang Mai airport
hours, supporting small hotels, and establishing a
tourist guide council. [Thai PBS]

Thailand: University graduate faces 3-year
sentence for royal defamation in TikTok
video

(nk) A Chiang Mai University graduate student has
been sentenced to three years, later reduced to one
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year and six months, under the royal defamation law
for a TikTok video clip in which she lip-synced to the
song 'King in Fairy Tales,' allegedly leading to a
misunderstanding. The Kamphaeng Phet Provincial
Court delivered the verdict on June 13, 2023, after
Thida (pseudonym) pleaded guilty. The prosecution
indicted her on November 29, 2022, stating that her
video, posted on August 9, 2021, created a false
perception of King Rama X's behavior. While the
sentence was suspended, Thida must report to
probation officers four times a year. The report
highlighted that Thida used TikTok for income without
fully considering the consequences of her actions.
[Prachatai]

Thailand: 15-year-old student facing lése
majesté charges ousted from school

(nk) A 15-year-old student, known as Yok, at Triam
Udom Suksa Phatthakan School in Bangkok has been
expelled for allegedly failing to comply with school
regulations, including not reporting to school on time
following her release from a remand home where she
had been detained on a léese majesté charge. The
school committee justified the expulsion, claiming that
the student did not bring her mother along as required
upon returning to school after her release from
remand home. While Yok had been attending classes
since May 22nd, the committee argued that her record
was not in their system, therefore invalidating her
student status. Furthermore, the committee cited her
refusal to adhere to uniform policies, dyed hair, and
failure to participate in morning rituals and group
activities as evidence of non-compliance.

However, the controversy deepened when it was
revealed that on May 20th, Yok was accompanied by
political activist Bung Taluwang, a member of the
National Human Rights Commission, and a Move
Forward party member to report to school following
her release. Bung claimed to act as Yok's custodian, a
role accepted by the school. Nevertheless, tensions
escalated when the school demanded Yok's mother
accompany her to report to class on June 9th, under
threat of expulsion. On June 13th, Yok was informed by
school administrators and teachers that she was no
longer a student, prompting her to assert her right to
an education. On June 14th, Yok attempted to enter
the school premises with support from the Taluwang
activist group, an anti-military government group, but
encountered a locked gate, leading her to scale the
fence to gain access. Yok argues that her appearance
does not impact her academic performance and
emphasizes the importance of promoting rights and
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liberties among young people within the education
system. [Thai PBS] [BBC, in Thai]

The case has sparked debate over students' rights and
the school regulations in fostering individual liberties
in Thailand.

Thailand: Cabinet extends state of
emergency in the majority of Yala, Pattani
and Narathiwat provinces

(ws) The Thai cabinet has approved a three-month
extension of the state of emergency in the three
southern provinces, namely Yala, Pattani, and
Narathiwat until September 19th. The main purpose of
this 72nd extension is to support security officials in
carrying out their duties effectively, particularly in
responding to violent incidents and ensuring public
safety.

In Narathiwat province, the state of emergency will be
enforced in most districts, with the exception of Si
Sakhon, Su-ngai Kolok, Waeng, and Sukhirin. Similarly,
in Yala province, the districts of Betong and Kabang will
be exempted from the state of emergency, while in
Pattani, the districts of Yaring, Mayo, Mai Kaen, and
Mae Lan will also be exempted. [Thai PBS World]
[Thairath, in Thai]

Although, the extension of the state of emergency has
been repeatly done by the Thai cabinet, the current
situation in the deep south of Thailand remains fragile
after a mock referendum regarding self-determination
and independence within the legal framework [see AIR
No. 24, June/2023, 2].

Thailand: Royal Thai Air Force to buy three
fighter jets from Sweden

(aj/lm) The Royal Thai Air Force (FTAF) plans to procure
three Gripen fighter jets from Sweden, after the United
States declined to sell its F-35 to Bangkok over issues
with training and technical requirements.

According to a source familiar with the developments,
the plan will be reviewed by the incoming commander-
in-chief, who will be appointed by October later this
year. Thailand previously procured a fleet of 12 Gripen
in 2013 but lost one of the Swedish fighter jets in a
crash. Each Gripen jet approximately costs USD 57.5
million.
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The US opted to shelve Thailand's bid for its F-35s,
citing RTAF's lack of adequate infrastructure to
maintain the American fighter jets. However, some
political analysts believe that Thailand’'s deepening of
relations with China is a concern for the US,
contributing to US hesitancy to finalize the sell [see AIR
No. 11, March/2023, 2 and AiR No. 21, May/2023, 4].

Timor-Leste: Parliament calls newly
elected MPs for first plenary session

(nk) Timor-Leste's National Parliament has invited the
65 newly elected members of parliament from the five
political parties with parliamentary seats to attend the
first plenary session. The President of the National
Parliament, Aniceto Guterres Lopes, announced that
the parliament is preparing a report outlining its five-
year mandate, which will be presented at the handover
ceremony.

The outgoing parliament will hold its final session on
June 19, and the handover ceremony is scheduled for
June 22.

The Court of Appeal declared the National Congress
for Timorese Reconstruction (CNRT) as the winner of
the elections, forming a coalition government with the
Democratic Party (PD), while the three ruling parties
from the previous parliament secured a total of 28
seats. [TATOLI]

Vietham: Gun attack at People’s
Committee Headquarter in Dak Lak

(km) According to Dal Lak Department of Public
Security, an attack took placed on June 11 early
morning at the headquarter of the People’'s Committed
of Dak Lak province, killing and injuring several
communal police officers, communal cadres and
civilians.

39 suspects have been detained, among one believed
to be among the masterminds of the attack. [Vietham
News]

Vietnam: Central Public Security Party
Committee conference held in Hanoi
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(km) The conference of Central Public Security Party
Committee was held on June 15 to review works in the
first six months of 2023. The conference was chaired
by the Secretary of the Central Public Security Party
Committee, General To Lam. He is a Politburo member
and also Minister of Public Security. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam: Decisions on disciplinary
measures to the organizations and party
members

(km) The inspection commission of the Party Central

Committee called for its 29™ meeting in Hanoi from
June 12-15 to investigate disciplinary measures on
some Party organizations and members. [Viet Nam
News]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Bangladesh urges respect for its policy
sovereignty; China supports Dhaka in
opposition to US sanctions

(na) On June 15, Bangladesh's Ministry of Foreign
Affairs reaffirmed its commitment to pursuing
independent domestic and foreign policies aligned
with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's visions for national
progress. Recently, tensions with the United States
have arisen due to sanctions on select RAB officials
and a new visa policy linked to the upcoming general
election in Bangladesh.
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Meanwhile, on June 14, China voiced its support for
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's opposition to US
sanctions, pledging to uphold Bangladesh's
independence and territorial integrity. China
advocated for a cooperative global order and a shared
future for humanity. [The Daily Star] [The Financial
Express]

Bangladesh formally applies for BRICS
membership; expects to join in August

(na/lm) Bangladesh has formally requested to join the
five-member BRICS bloc of emerging economies and
expects the upcoming BRICS summit in August to
include discussions about Dhaka's membership.
Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen confirmed the
decision during a press conference briefing in Geneva,
Switzerland, on June 14, after a meeting between
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa. [The Business Standard]

BRICS has embarked on a plan to expand its
membership by including eight additional countries,
including Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates and Indonesia, according to Momen.

Notably, Bangladesh secured a membership in the
New Development Bank (NDB) in September 2021, a
key institution established by BRICS, further solidifying
its ties with the group. But Dhaka is currently
recognized as a “Friend of BRICS”, which also includes
Argentina, Egypt and Iran among other nations, and
participated in a corresponding Foreign Ministers'
Meeting earlier this month.

Observers agree that the BRICS can offer Bangladesh a
diplomatic forum and development financing outside
of Western-dominated global financial institutions.

Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Hasina
attends Geneva's World of Work Summit

(na) PM Sheikh Hasina arrived in Geneva on June 13 to
partake in the two-day 'World of Work Summit: Social
Justice for All' convened from June 14 to 15.
Throughout her visit, she engaged in individual
meetings with distinguished leaders, including South
African President Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa, Maltese
President Dr. George Vella, UNHCR Chief Flippo Grandi,
Prince Rahim Aga Khan, Swiss Confederation President
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Alain Berset, and Director-General of the International
Labour Organisation (ILO) Gilbert F Houngbo.

On June 14 Bangladesh received an invitation from the
BRICS Bank, indicating the nation's prospective
inclusion as a guest member within the esteemed
BRICS group. Moreover, a memorandum of
understanding was ratified between Bangladesh and
Switzerland, centering on bolstering skill training
capabilities and fostering the exportation of adept
professionals, particularly within the medical and IT
domains.

On June 15, PM Hasina actively participated in various
World Economic Forum (WEF) events. Throughout the
summit, the Prime Minister emphasized the socio-
economic advancements attained under Awami
League administrations since 2009, while calling for
vigilance to prevent the Fourth Industrial Revolution
from compromising humanity. PM Hasina concluded
her visit and embarked on her return journey to
Bangladesh on June 16. [The Business Standard]
[Dhaka Tribune] [The Business Standard]

India’s Prime Minister Modi to visit United
States, Egypt from June 20-25

(Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
undertake separate state visits to the United States
and Egypt from June 20-25. [Business Standard]

United States

In the US, Modi will lead the celebrations of the
International Day of Yoga at the headquarters of the
United Nations in New York on June 21. The Indian
leader will then travel to the capital Washington D.C.,
where he will receive a ceremonial welcome at the
White House and meet US President Biden to continue
their high-level dialogue.

Modi will also address a joint sitting of the US Congress
on June 22 at the invitation of Congressional leaders,
including Speaker of the House of Representatives
Kevin McCarthy and Speaker of the Senate Charles
Schumer. On June 23, Modi will be jointly hosted at a
luncheon by US Vice President Kamala Harris and
Secretary of State Antony Blinken.

During Prime Minister Modi's visit to Washington, India
and the US are expected to agree to jointly
manufacture jet engines for the Tejas light-combat
aircraft, in a clear sign of closer military cooperation
between the two countries [see AIR No. 21, May/2023,
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4]. Both sides are also likely inch closer to agreements
on other high-technology initiatives, including New
Delhi's purchase of over a dozen armed drones that
could exponentially boost its sea and land defence
capabilities. [South China Morning Post]

Speaking against this backdrop, US National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan said at a conference in New Delhi
on June 13 that a number of the deliverables from
Modi's visit “are not just bullet points on a page”.
Sullivan was in India last week for meetings with top
Indian officials, including his counterpart Ajit Doval and
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, ahead of the
Modi visit. He also attended a round table organized by
the Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll), where he
said that India and the US will “diversify global semi-
conductor supply chains”. [WION] [The Hindu]

Egypt

After completing his state visit to the US, Modi will
travel to Egypt for his first visit to the North African
nation. The two countries are likely to sign an
agreement formally elevating their ties to a Strategic
Partnership, which had been agreed upon in January,
when Egyptian President Abdel Fatah al-Sisi attended
the visited India as chief guest of the Republic Day
Parade [see AiR No. 5, January/2023, 5].
[MoneyControl]

Furthermore, India is considering a proposal to use
currencies other than the dollar to trade in goods like
fertilizer and gas with Egypt, as part of a wider
agreement that could see New Delhi extending a credit
line worth several billion dollars to Cairo. Egypt's
supply minister said on June 12 that similar discussions
were also being held with Russia and China. [Reuters]
[The Economic Times]

‘India’s foreign policy shows balance’, ex
United States state secretary Kissinger
says

(Im) Henry Kissinger, who served as United States
secretary of state and national security adviser under
the presidential administrations of Richard Nixon and
Gerald Ford, has expressed high regard for India’s
foreign policies. India’s external affairs minister S
Jaishankar told The Economist last week that Kissinger
had New Delhi would showcase a “balanced” approach
at a time when old world powers are fading and new
ones are rising. [The Economist, $]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-wu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ydl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ydr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ydy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ydj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ydt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ydi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ydd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vmjdjy-l-ydh/

Indian Prime Minister Modi seeks African
Union’s be made permanent G20 member
at upcoming summit

(Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has written
to the leaders of the Group of Twenty (G20) nations
proposing the African Union (AU), a continental union
consisting of 55 member states located on the
continent of Africa, be given full, permanent
membership at the summit in New Delhi later this
September.

Currently, the G20's 19 member states include only
one African nation: South Africa. While the African
Union chairman has been invited rather regularly to
the summit gatherings since 2010, calls for the
continental union to take a place at the table
permanently have increased.

In the run-up to the Bali summit last year, Indonesia,
as then-chair of the G20, had publicly called for
representation by the AU. During the summit in
November, French President Emmanuel Macron said
that Paris “supports the full and complete integration
of the African Union into the G20". However, despite
multiple rounds of public support, including from
China and South Africa, the summit’s final declaration
did not have any mention of the proposal. [AIR No. 28,
July/2022, 2]

However, a major breakthrough ensued when United
States President Joe Biden called for the AU to join the
G20 as a permanent member while hosting the US-
Africa summit in December 2022. A week later, another
G20 member state, Japan also extended support for
the idea of AU becoming a permanent member of the
G20.

India, in its role as current chair of the G20, has not
been shy about its ambition to position itself as a
leader of the developing world. Early in 2023, for
example, New Delhi kicked off the year with an
inaugural Voice of Global South Summit, drawing 125
countries online [see AiR No. 3, January/2023, 3]. In July
India’s external affairs minister hosted ministers from
17 African countries for a summit [AiR No. 30,

Independent]

Sri Lanka: Foreign Affairs State Minister
visits Poland, Romania, Georgia for
business, political talks
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(ns) On June 13-20, a Sri Lankan delegation led by the
State Minister of Foreign Affairs went abroad to join
political consultations and a business forum during the
official trip to Poland, Romania, and Georgia. Sri Lanka
aims to expand its bilateral connectivity with the
aforementioned partners in various sectors, such as
education, investment, trade, sports, and IT. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs - Sri Lanka]

Sri Lanka possibly joining RCEP trade deal,
ASEAN says

(ns) ASEAN Secretary-General Kao Kim Hourn on June
14 met with a delegation of Sri Lanka'’s Presidential
Secretariat, led by the President’s senior economic
adviser, in Jakarta. According to an official readout by
the 10-member ASEAN regional bloc, discussions
centered on Sri Lanka’'s economic reform agenda,
including Colombo's interest in joining the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). [ADA
derana]

The RCEP is a free trade agreement (FTA) between the
ten member states of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its five FTA partners
Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea.
Known as the world's largest free trade pact, RCEP
covers about 30 percent of the world's gross domestic
product and population. In May, Sri Lanka President
Ranil Wickremesinghe said that his country intends to
apply for membership in the RCEP trade bloc, as it
seeks to rebuild its crisis-hit economy [see AIR No. 22,
May/2023, 5].

Afghanistan’s Taliban administration
attend peace forum in Norway

(mha) Officials from Afghanistan’s Taliban
administration travelled to Norway last week to attend
the Oslo Forum, an annual summit on conflict and
peace diplomacy. [Reuters] [The Hindu]

Hosted by Norway, the two-day meeting held from
June 13-14 brought together envoys from the United
Nations, Pakistan, Qatar, United States, United
Kingdom, India and other countries to discuss the
situation of Middle East and Asia, Afghanistan,
Colombia, Ethiopia, Yemen, Somalia, Sudan and
Ukraine, as well as other conflict areas.
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The purpose of the closed-door sessions was to
discuss the current situation in Afghanistan and press
the Taliban administration to live up to their promises.
Sources said participants of the meeting were
unanimous in urging the Afghan Taliban to form an
inclusive government, eradicate terrorist sanctuaries
and lift ban on girls' education. [Tolo News] [The
Hindu]

The participation in the conference by the Taliban
officials took place against the larger backdrop of a
severe humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan. The de facto
rulers in Kabul have not been formally recognized by
any foreign government since taking over the country
in 2021, and many nations have pulled back on aid
after orders from the Taliban that stopped many
Afghan female humanitarian staff from working.

In light of this, the meeting in Norway was seen as part
of renewed push to re-engage with the de facto rulers
of Afghanistan. Oslo also hosted Afghan stakeholders
in January last year, with Afghan Interim Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi attending the conference
at the time. This year, however, the Afghan Taliban
participation was downgraded apparently because of
concerns expressed by the civil society activists.

Pakistani Foreign Minister warns against
forging military alliances

(tj) Pakistani Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
has outlined Pakistan’s strategy in an increasingly
polarized world, saying Islamabad clearly voices its
opposition to any bloc politics or relapse into the Cold
War. in a keynote address at the Institute of Strategic
Studies Islamabad (ISSI), Bilawal cautioned that forging
military alliances and assigning the role of net security
provider to some countries at the expense of others is
fraught with grave consequences.

Without naming names, his statement apparently was
referring to the US and the West's efforts to prop up
India against China. The foreign minister's statement
came against the backdrop of reports that Pakistan's
worsening economic problems may push the country
to completely align with China. There have been
concerns that the delay behind the IMF bailout may
have to do with geopolitics.

However, Bilawal underlined the importance of
Pakistan’s close relations with China. The all-weather
strategic cooperative partnership between Pakistan
and China has been enduring and mutually-beneficial
over several decades. China remains a steadfast and
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reliable partner, and the bilateral ties continue to
strengthen across myriad fields.

He said Pakistan is fully committed to ensuring the
success of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEQ), which has a transformational effect as it
completes its first decade this year. CPEC's extension
to Afghanistan and further towards the West would
help significantly advance the agenda of connectivity
and economic integration.

While committing to strong ties with China, the foreign
minister said there has been a positive momentum in
the Pakistan-US relationship.

With Russia, he said Pakistan continues to build a
relationship based on trust, understanding and close
cooperation on regional and international issues of
common concern. There is so much potential to be
realized across multiple sectors.

He also said that, as a friend of both Russia and
Ukraine, Pakistan hopes we that there will be a move
towards peaceful resolution of the ongoing conflict
through dialogue and diplomacy.

On India, he said that Pakistan is committed to having
cooperative and good-unneighborly relations with
India, on the basis of mutual respect and sovereign
equalities.

He said Pakistan is committed to a peaceful resolution
of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute in accordance with
the UN Security Council resolution and the wishes of
the Kashmiri people.

On Afghanistan, he said the international community
must maintain a pragmatic approach and constructive
engagement. He said abandoning Afghanistan and its
40 million people during this critical phase could lead
to unimaginable consequences. The international
community must continue to provide support and
assistance to avert any potential humanitarian disaster
and help build a sustainable economy for the long-
term development of Afghanistan. [The Express
Tribune]

Mongolia at the “Green Finance -
International Forum”: Announcement of
adopting SDG Finance Taxonomy

(tb) Mongolia has signed the Mongolian SDG Finance
Taxonomy at the “Green Finance - International
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Forum”, held on June 14 in Ulaanbaatar, under the
auspices of the Office of the President of Mongolia.

The SDG finance taxonomy provides a classification
system for economic activities that contribute to the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and outlines
criteria for measuring, verifying, and reporting the
impacts of financial flows towards the SDGs. This
adoption will enable the financial sector to track and
monitor financial flows dedicated to the SDGs, assess
progress, and implement targeted policy incentives to
support SDG financing.

Another agreement was signed in which Mongolia
becomes a member of the Sustainable Banking and
Finance Network (SBFN) of the International Finance
Corporation. The SBFN facilitates knowledge sharing
and provides resources for capacity building to help
members develop and execute sustainable finance
programs at the national level. The network consists of
80 member institutions from 63 countries. [Montame
1] [Montsame 2]

Thailand hosts meeting to ‘fully re-engage’
Myanmar’s junta; key ASEAN members
decline invite

(aj/Im) Thailand's outgoing caretaker government on
June 19 hosted informal talks on a proposal for the 10-
member ASEAN to “fully re-engage" Myanmar's military
junta at the leaders’ level, an initiative critics said
undermined regional unity as top diplomats of key
Southeast Asian neighbors declined the invite.

Thailand's Foreign Minister Don Pramudwinai invited
to the meeting in Thailand's coastal city Pattaya on
short notice. Representatives from nine countries,
including seven ASEAN member states, India and
China, attended the talks. However, other than
Myanmar and host Thailand, Laos was the only country
to send its top diplomat.

The participation of the Myanmar representative is a
highly contentious issue because ASEAN leader had
agreed to exclude the country's generals from the
bloc’'s meetings. In light of this, Indonesia, which as the
current ASEAN chair has for months been trying to
advance the peace process, declined Thailand's
invitation. Malaysia, meanwhile, said that the five-point
consensus agreed with Myanmar'’s generals shortly
after the 2021 coup “remained ASEAN's valid reference
and mandate in addressing the Myanmar issue”,
adding that that the Thai effort undermined the
regional bloc's unity.
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Thailand, for its part, argues that dialogue is necessary
to protect its border with Myanmar. Refugees from
Myanmar often seek safety in Thailand during conflict
flare-ups and with the war displacing hundreds of
thousands of people, Bangkok has over a million
migrant workers from Myanmar within its borders.

Foreign Affairs Minister Don on June 19 said the latest
round of talks yielded “some progress”,

without specifying what steps were discussed at the
meeting. [Bangkok Post 1]

However, critics of the recent talks also noted that
Thailand's caretaker government called for the meeting
despite only having less than two months until the next
government is formed. It is therefore important to
remember that a government led by Thailand's
progressive Move Forward Party would likely shift
Bangkok's policy towards Myanmar and align with the
countries supporting the anti-junta forces. [Foreign
Policy] [Al Jazeera] [Reuters] [The Diplomat] [Asia News
Network] [Bangkok Post 2] [Thailand Ministry of
Foreign Affairs] [The Jakarta Post]

India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral
Highway to be completed by 2027

(aj/lm) A trilateral highway that will connect India,
Myanmar and Thailand is set for completion by 2027,
with the goal of boosting trade and tourism among the
three countries. The highway will lead from
northeastern India, into Myanmar’'s north and central
regions passing by the financial hub of Mandalay, and
finally from Thailand's northern provinces of Sukhothai
and Mae Sot to Bangkok. [First Post]

This transnational infrastructure project has its roots in
the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), which aims to
shape the nations encircling the Bay of Bengal into a
more cohesive regional force outside of their dominant
regional affiliations, such as the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) or
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). In this
case, India has taken the lead in this project with the
overarching goal of strengthening its relationship with
ASEAN nations.

India and Thailand have largely been responsible for
their respective parts of the highway and are mostly
complete, but Myanmar, on the other hand, needed
funding due to financial limitations, leading the two
countries to contribute roughly USD 300 million to
finance Myanmar's stretch of the road.
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While the remaining parts of the trilateral highway are
completed, the three countries are hashing out an
India-Myanmar-Thailand Motor Vehicles Agreement to
define the laws and regulation on the movement of
cargo and passenger vehicles within and across their
borders. Furthermore, India is keen to push for the
expansion of the trilateral highway to Cambodia, Laos,
and Vietnam to increase its trade with ASEAN.

Singapore calls for international
cooperation to fight transactional scam
syndicates

(sfa/lm) Singapore has called for international
cooperation to fight transactional scam syndicates,
with the city state’s minister of state for home affairs
recommending that Anti-scam outfits should be
established in different countries. Speaking at the
opening of the Regional Anti-Scam Conference 2023 on
June 13, Sun Xueling explained that intervention efforts
such as freezing of bank accounts can be taken swiftly
with these anti-scam outfits.

The country has suggested that coordinating efforts
between the outfits in the respective countries and
their foreign counterparts as they highlight their past
successes through such collaborations. The country
also called for the establishment of international
norms, including baseline standards for different
industry stakeholders. This also means working with
research institutes, government agencies and market
players to understand how scammers operate in the
digital world. [The Straits Times 1] [The Straits Times 2]

Singapore warns United States, European
Union chip subsidies will ‘drive up costs’

(tb/Im) The massive subsidies the United States and
European Union are about to spend on new microchip
projects will upset a “finely balanced” global market
and could end up “driving up costs”, the chief executive
of Singapore’s Cyber Security Agency, David Koh, said
during an event on June 15. Singapore produces 5
percent of the world’s semiconductor wafers.
[POLITICQO]

Last year, the US Congress passed the CHIPS and
Science Act, a law that pumps USD 52 billion into
domestic chipmaking facilities and research labs. And
in April, the EU advanced its USD 47 billion Chips Act,
which is supposed to lay the financial groundwork for
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doubling the bloc's share of global chip output to 20
percent by 2030.

Koh was participating in a panel discussion in the
British capital London. While in the United Kingdom, he
also co-chaired the UK-Singapore Cyber Dialogue
together with the Cyber Director in the UK's Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office. The dialogue
centered on topics like cyber threat landscape,
deterrence strategies against cyber threats and
international cyber capacity building. [UK

Government]

Timor-Leste aims to meet requirements
from ASEAN's roadmap

(nk) Adaljiza Magno, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation of Timor-Leste, revealed that the country
has received a roadmap from the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) summit held in May
in Labuan Bajo, Indonesia.

The roadmap highlights several requirements that
Timor-Leste must fulfill to expedite its full membership
in ASEAN. These include adjusting the legislatures of
crucial ASEAN pillars like the ASEAN Political-Security
Community and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community.

Magno emphasized the need for Timor-Leste to focus
on infrastructure development, such as constructing
hotels, ports, airports, and telecommunications, to
meet ASEAN's standards. Additionally, she
recommended allocating approximately USD 500
million to build the necessary infrastructure, as Timor-
Leste is set to assume the ASEAN Presidency in 2029.

Another significant requirement outlined in the
roadmap is Timor-Leste's obligation to contribute USD
4.1 million annually to the ASEAN. Magno urged the
new government to consider and allocate the budget
accordingly.

Moreover, the ASEAN emphasizes the importance of
having high-quality human resources as Timor-Leste
prepares for full membership. The country must
prioritize English language proficiency across ministries
to effectively participate in the approximately one
thousand annual meetings within ASEAN.

To meet this criterion, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation plans to recruit 2,000 staff, with 400
already hired this year and an additional 1,600 to be
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recruited gradually from related ministries to handle
future ASEAN meetings. [TATOLI]

Vietham: ASEAN Peacekeeping Centers
Network (APCN) conference held in Hanoi

(km) The 8th ASEAN Peacekeeping Centers Network
(APCN) conference and workshop was opened in Hanoi
onJjune 13.

The three-day event aimed to prove Vietnam’s role and
responsibility and raised its international position in
UN peacekeeping cooperation in ASEAN. [Viet Nam
News]

Cambodian Prime Minister sends Deputy
National Police Chief on the Vietham
border after June 11 gun attacks

(ns) On June 13, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen
announced that he sent the Deputy National Police
Chief to the Vietnamese-Cambodian border in
Mondilkiri province after reported attacks on the
Vietnamese police in the border area. He said the
official will work with the Vietnamese authorities
currently investigating the case to control the situation
along the border.

Vietnamese law enforcement agents arrested 39
suspects and seized several weapons in the area as of
June 12. On June 11, approximately 40 people in
camouflage vests attacked two police stations in the
Vietnamese Dak Lak province, Cu Kuin district.

Areport on the attack identifies nine fatalities,
including four law enforcement agents, two commune
officials, and three local citizens. [Cambodianess]

Cambodian CNRP opposition activist
residing in South Korea obtains political
refugee status

(ns) On June 14, a Gwangju district court in South
Korea ruled that a Cambodian activist leading pro-
democracy movements in South Korea for his native
state should receive refugee status from the local
immigration office.
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In 2015, the activist came to the country on a non-
professional work visa and served as the youth leader
for the oppositional Cambodia National Rescue Party
(CNRP) dismantled in 2019.

After Cambodian courts issued 68 summonses to
CNRP activists living abroad, South Korean legal
authorities nullified the decision of a local immigration
office to refuse the asylum-seeker application of the
Cambodian activist, citing concerns over political
prosecution in his home country. [Yonhap News]

Cambodia receives the Mekong-Lancing
Cooperation Special Fund sponsoring from
China

(ns) On June 15, Cambodian Deputy Prime and Foreign
Affairs Minister Prak Sokhonn met with the Chinese
Ambassador to co-sign the Agreement on the
Cooperation on Projects of the Mekong-Lancing
Cooperation (MLC) Special Fund 2023.

Cambodia secured around USD 2 million in financial
support for 9 its projects. The projects aim to enhance
collaborative initiatives in the transport and logistics,
data systems, food security, research, capacity
building, and cultural preservation sectors.
[Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International
Cooperation]

Cambodian Foreign Affairs State Secretary
discusses cooperation with the Czech
Republic envoy

(ns) On June 15, the Cambodian State Secretary of the
Foreign Affairs Ministry co-chaired with the Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic the
Second Session of the Bilateral Consultations between
the two countries.

The parties expressed satisfaction with the growing
cooperation and commitment to enhance it further.
The Czech Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs reported
growing interest from investors following the progress
of Cambodia within the ASEAN region. The officials also
identified the next cooperation priority areas including
tourism and culture, air transport, rural development,
business and investment forums, renewable energy,
and science and technology. [Cambodian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs & International Cooperation]
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Cambodia signs MoU with UK to obtain
Biodiverse Landscape funding

(ns) On June 15, the Cambodian government and the
UK signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
Britain's Biodiverse Landscape Fund (BLF) to support
poverty reduction, biodiversity protection, and climate
change work.

The fund implementation under the MoU will begin
this year. [Cambodianess]

Cambodia and Japan sign USD 188 million
loan agreements for Phnom Penh road
and water projects

(ns) On June 20, Cambodia and Japan signed a USD 188
million loan agreement on road connectivity and water
supply in Phnom Penh, - reports the Cambodian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation.

The Ambassador of Japan and the Cambodian Deputy
and Foreign Affairs Minister co-signed the agreement
[Khmer Times]

China-US: President Xi Jinping meets US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken

(nyb) US Secretary of State Antony Blinken visited in
China on June 18-19 to hold talks Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Foreign Minister Qin Gang, and Wang Yi, the
director of the Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee Foreign Affairs Commission Office.

Blinken is the highest-ranking member of President Joe
Biden's administration to visit China, while his visit the
first by a top US diplomat to China in almost five years.

Officially in Beijing to speak with his Chinese
counterpart Qin, Blinken’'s meeting with Xi was a
diplomatic coup, even though it lasted on 35 minutes.
[The Guardian]

The meeting between Blinken and Xi ended on a
positive note as Xi announced that the US and China
have made “progress” towards stabilizing their
turbulent relations marked by competition and
security concerns. Biden shared the sentiment telling
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reporters that the opening up of crucial dialogue is “on
the right trail”. [DW]

Such a conclusion was reached despite low
expectations stemming from the tense phone call last
week when Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang urged
the US to stop meddling in its internal affairs and
acknowledge China’s concerns. [Reuters 1] [Xinhua]

Observers noted the lack of substance from this
meeting as no “big-ticket items” were under
negotiations. They also highlight the level of the recent
deterioration of the Sino-US relationship to the extent
that agreeing to talk has become a momentous
achievement. [Financial Times] [Reuters 1]

According to the readout of the meeting by the
Chinese foreign ministry, Xi reassured that “China
respects U.S. interests and does not seek to challenge
or displace the United States,” while insisting that “[i]n
the same vein, the United States needs to respect
China and must not hurt China’s legitimate rights and
interests.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 1]

Meanwhile, the press release of the US Department of
State notes that Blinken made clear that “while we will
compete vigorously, the United States will responsibly
manage that competition so that the relationship does
not veer into conflict.” [Department of State, USA 1]

Both statements confirm the importance of “keeping
open lines of communication, responsibly managing
differences, and pursuing dialogue, exchanges and
cooperation.”

Prior to the meeting with Xi, Blinken held a separate
meeting with Qin during which saw a “candid, in-depth
and constructive communication on the overall
relationship,” with both sides agreeing to “continue to
advance consultations on the guiding principles of
China-US relations,” and two “advance the China-US
Joint Working Group consultations to resolve specific
issues in China-US relations,” according to the readout
of the Chinese Foreign Ministry. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 2, in Chinese]

Similarly, the Department of State’s readout confirms
that Blinken stressed “the importance of diplomacy
and maintaining open channels of communication
across the full range of issues to reduce the risk of
misperception and miscalculation.” [Department of
State, USA 2] [BBC]

Blinken's third meeting with Wang appears to be less
conciliatory, at least if one reads the statement of
Chinese foreign ministry, according to which Wang
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identified as the “root cause” of Sino-US relations being
at “a low point” the “U.S. misperceptions toward China,
which has led to misguided China policies.” He insisted
that the US “stop playing up the so-called ‘China
threat’, and demand that the US “lift illegal unilateral
sanctions against China, stop suppressing China’s
scientific and technological advances, and not
wantonly interfere in China’s internal affairs,” adding
that on the Taiwan issue, “China has no room for
compromise or concession.” [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 3] [Al Jazeera]

Other the side, the readout of the US State
Department merely notes “a candid and productive
discussion,” which touched upon “a range of bilateral
and global issues that affect people in the United
States, the People’s Republic of China (PRC), and
around the world.” [Department of State, USA 3]

China opposes EU’s ban on Huawei,
resolution on Hong Kong

(nyb) China has expressed strong opposition against
the European Commission’s decision to flag Chinese
telecommunications giants Huawei and ZTE as as
representing a greater security risk to the bloc than
other 5G suppliers and to stop using services supplied
by the two companies.

The Commission cited national security concerns for its
ban following similar moves of the US, UK, and
Australia which have banned the sale and import of
equipment from the two companies. A further ten out
of 27 EU member states have participated in the ban
or have restricted the usage of Huawei or ZTE
equipment.

China rejected the move as having legal basis and
lacking factual evidence and accused the EU of a
“brazen violation of the principles of market economy,
free trade and fair competition,” urging the the EU “not
to make everything political or about security, and not
to suppress foreign firms in the name of security.”
[Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China]

By the end of 2022, Chinese vendors supply more than
50 percent of 5G equipment in 31 European countries,
according to independent research. [Center for
European Policy Analysis]

In a separate statement, the Chinese Foreign Ministry's
office in Hong Kong condemned a resolution adopted
by the European Parliament on June 14, accusing it of
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interfering into internal affairs and of “trampling] on
the principles of international law and the basic norms
governing international relations.” [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Hong Office, China]

The resolution criticizes “that fundamental freedoms,
the rule of law and the judiciary’s independence in
Hong Kong have deteriorated alarmingly,” since the
introduction of the National Security Law for Hong
Kong and calls on the Chinese government to
“immediately and unconditionally release and drop all
charges against Jimmy Lai and all the other pro-
democracy representatives and activists who have
exercised their freedom of expression and basic and
human rights.” [European Parliament]

Jimmy Lai, the founder of the now-defunct regime-
critical newspaper Apple Daily and longtime critic of
the Chinese Communist party, was arrested under the
security law and is facing a potential life sentence over
an allegation of colluding with foreign forces to
engender national security. [AP] [Reuters]

China-Palestine: Xi Jinping held talks with
Palestinian president

(nyb) On June 14, Chinese President Xi Jinping and his
Palestinian counterpart Mahmoud Abbas met in
Beijing. The meeting was part of Abbas’ three-day visit
to China last week.

The two leaders announced the establishment of a
strategic partnership between their countries, with Xi
expressing support for the Palestinian struggle for
statehood.

Reaffirming China's readiness to deepen “solidarity and
cooperation” with Palestine and to play “a positive role
to assist Palestine in achieving internal reconciliation
and promote peace talks,” Xi put forward a three-point
proposal for the settlement of the Israel-Palestine
conflict.

The main point of this proposal covered the
establishment of an independent state of Palestine
with full sovereignty following the 1967 borders with
East Jerusalem as its capital, a call on the international
community to provide assistance and aid to help
Palestine to meet the its economic and livelihood
needs, and maintaining the right direction of peace
talks including the respect for the historical status quo
of the holy sites in Jerusalem should be respected.
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Abbas, for his part, expressed appreciation for “China's
success in mediating talks between Saudi Arabia and
Iran,” as well as gratitude for “proposing multiple
initiatives for an early and just solution of the
Palestinian question,” while reassuring that Palestine
was ready to advance cooperation in the frame of the
Belt and Road cooperation as to well as the Palestine-
China strategic partnership

The two leaders also witnessed the signing of an
agreement on economic and technological cooperation
and other bilateral cooperation documents. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, China] [Reuters]

China condemns the UK over security
minister meeting with a Taiwan official

(nyb) The Chinese embassy in London condemned a
meeting between the British security minister, Tom
Tugendhat, and Taiwan'’s digital minister Audrey Tang,
calling the meeting a violation of international relations
conventions.

The meeting reportedly took place on June 16, with
one source saying the two ministers discussed mutual
security interests.

China imposed sanctions on Tugendhat in 2022 over
statement about in Xinjiang. Although not a full
Cabinet minister, he attends Cabinet meetings in his
role as security minister responsible for countering
terrorism, domestic state threats and economic crime.
[Chinese Embassy London] [Reuters 1]

Meanwhile, media outlets report that China had
formally invited the UK Foreign Minister James Cleverly
to China.

This potential visit, which would make him the first top
British envoy to travel to China in more than five years,
comes at a point of sour relations between Britain and
China as the two countries are currently caughtin a
row over secret Chinese police stations in the UK [see
AIR No. 24, June/2023, 2] and the above meeting
between Tugendhat and Tang. [Reuters 2] [Politico]

Senior Chinese Communist Party official
met with Lao President

(nyb) On June 15, a senior official from the Communist
Party of China (CPC) met with the Lao President, and
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general secretary of the Lao People’s Revolutionary
Party Central Committee.

Both parties agreed to deepen exchanges and
implement the consensus reached by Xi Jinping and his
Lao counterpart. [Xinhua]

Senior Chinese legislator holds talk with
Kiribati leaders

(nyb) On June 15, senior Chinese legislator Zhao Leji
held talks with Kiribati's Speaker of the House of
Assembly, Tangariki Reete in Beijing.

The two sides discussed synergizing the Belt and Road
Initiative and the Global Development Initiative with
Kiribati's developmental plans, and agreed to
collaborate in trade, infrastructure, energy,
transportation, agriculture, fishery, and tourism.

Diplomatic ties between China and the Oceania island
nation resumed in 2019 after Kiribati severed ties with
Taiwan. [Xinhua]

In recent years, China has escalated its ties with island
nations in the Pacific. This move includes singing a
security agreement with the Solomon Island which
authorizes Chinese navy ships to make routine port
visits and allows Chinese security services to train the
island’s law enforcement. [Foreign Policy]

Chinese Foreign Minister meets Antigua
and Barbudan counterpart

(nyb) Chinese foreign minister and state councilor Qin
Gang met with his Antigua and Barbudan counterpart,
Chet Greene in Beijing on June 15.

The two sides discussed Antigua and Barbuda's
potential participation in the Chinese-led Global
Security Initiative, Global Development Initiative, and
Global Civilization Initiative as well as concerns over
Japanese talks of disposal of nuclear waste into the
ocean. [Xinhua]

India, Greece hold 13th round of Political
Consultations
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(Im) India and Greece held the 13% round of Political
Consultations in Athens. During the consultations,
which took place at the level of the secretaries general
of the two countries' foreign ministries, several areas
of bilateral cooperation were examined, as was the
further strengthening in areas of mutual interest, in
particular investments, defense cooperation, culture,
and mobility. [Tornos News]

Dutch prime minister recognizes
Indonesia’s 1945 independence

(ys) Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte speaking in front
of the Parliament in The Hague finally recognized
August 17, 1945 as Indonesia’s Independence Day.

However, the Netherlands stated that the transfer of
sovereignty still took place four years later in 1949 and
the recognition will not change any preexisting legal
condition. Some members of the parliament suggested
that the Netherlands should return 4.5 billion guilders
(around USD 13,9 billion) that the Indonesian
government paid to the Dutch government for their
losses during the four-year war.

At the time, after Indonesia declared its independence
from Japan on August 17, 1945, the Dutch returned to
reclaim Indonesia, which resulted in bloody wars. The
conflict was settled in the 1949 Hague Agreement.

Critics are not convinced by the 1945 recognition, as
there are no legal consequences of the aggression and
judicially the Dutch government still maintains the year
1949 as the independence. Critics also demand that
the Netherlands drops the term Dutch Indies which
they were using to refer to Indonesia. [BBC Indonesia,
in Bahasa Indonesia] [The Jakarta Post]

Japanese Emperor’s first visit to
Indonesia

(ys) Japanese Emperor Naruhito and Empress Masako
are in Indonesia for a week-long visit after Indonesian
President Joko Widodo invited the Emperor last year.

The Emperor and Empress were welcomed in
Indonesia at the Bogor Presidential Palace for a state
lunch alongside the President and First Lady Iriana.

This year marks 50 years of relations between
Indonesia and Japan and both parties expressed hope
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for further comprehensive relations.

The Emperor is also planning to visit the cemetery of
28 former Japanese soldiers who stayed and fought in
the Indonesian War of Independence against
recolonization (1945-1949). During World War 11, Japan
occupied Indonesia for more than three years until
Indonesia declared its independence in 1945. The
Emperor will also visit Yogyakarta, Central Java, to meet
Hamengkubuwono X, the provincial monarch. [The
Jakarta Post]

Indonesia-China: Joint Jakarta-Bandung
railway project

(ys) The Indonesian-Chinese consortium for the high-
speed railway from Jakarta to Bandung (KCIC) has
agreed that the Chinese side will operate the railway
for the first year of its operation, pending training and
transfer of technology to the Indonesian side in one or
two years.

This project is part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative. It
is expected that the railway will start operating by
August this year. The project which started in 2016 was
planned to be completed in 2019 but has been delayed
due to technical issues and Covid-19.

Though the project has been in development, the
training of human resources only began in February of
this year, which led to why Indonesia will not operate it
independently soon.

KCIC has been criticized for multiple cost overruns.
[The Jakarta Post]

Japan-US: Foreign ministers hold phone
call

(dgl) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi
held a phone talk with US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken on June 17. The talk was held while Blinken
was En route to Beijing.

During the talk, the two ministers agreed to continue
to work closely together in addressing China-related
issues, while condemning North Korea's launch of
multiple ballistic missiles on the same, that landed
within Japan’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ), as “a
grave and imminent threat to the regional security,”
and as “a clear and serious challenge to the
international community.”
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They reaffirmed the importance of deepening
coordination between Japan and the U.S. as well as
between Japan, the U.S., and South Korea. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Japan 1] [Nippon.com]

The phone talk was preceded by a meeting between
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and US National Security
Advisor Jack Sullivan on June 15 during which they
discussed responses to North Korea, issues related to
China, and the situation in Ukraine, among others.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 2]

MoU on Japan'’s support for Ukraine’s
reconstruction signed

(dql) Japan and Ukraine reached an agreement on June
19 to establish a liaison system to help the Eastern
European country in its efforts to reconstruct areas
damaged during the ongoing war.

A memorandum of understanding was signed in Tokyo
by Japan's reconstruction minister Hiromichi Watanabe
and Oleksandr Kubrakov, deputy prime minister for
the restoration of Ukraine, under which at the request
of Ukraine, Japan intends to provide advice and
knowledge to be used in rebuilding houses and
schools and in restoring water and sewage services
and transport infrastructure in devastated regions. In a
separate meeting with Kubrakov, Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi announced that Japan will
provide emergency humanitarian assistance in total of
USD 5 million US dollars for residents affected by
collapse of the dam at the Kakhovka Hydroelectric
Power Plant and the subsequent flood as soon as
possible. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [Kyodo
News]

Japan-Palau: Meeting between prime
minister and president

(dqgl) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida held a
meeting with Palau’s President Surangel S. Whipps, Jr
on June 14. The meeting was held during the latter's
visit to Japan last week.

Discussing ways to further advance bilateral relations,
both sides agreed on the need to revitalize people-to-
people exchanges between the two countries and
exchanged views on cooperation to push for the
resumption of direct flights between Japan and

Palau.
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Kishida reaffirmed Japan's active cooperation with
Palau in various areas including tourism and
infrastructure development. With regards to Japan’s
plan to release treated water from the crippled
Fukushima nuclear plan which Whipps inspected
during his visit, he reassured that “there will never be a
release in a manner that affects human health or the
marine environment." [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Japan] [Japan Forward]

Laos, Australia agree to jointly promote
sustainable carbon markets

(ws) Laos and Australia, in partnership with the Global
Green Growth Institute (GGGI), have inked an
agreement to support the development of carbon
markets in the Southeast Asian country. This initiative
"Programme for Open and Sustainable Carbon
Markets in Laos", backed by an investment of AUD 2.6
million spread across three years, aims to establish a
comprehensive and coordinated policy framework for
carbon markets across various sectors in Laos.

By creating favorable conditions for carbon trading,
the partnership aims to strengthen the domestic
carbon market as well as contribute to global efforts to
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. [Vientiane Times]

Laotian president meets high-ranking
member of China's communist party in
Kunming

(ws) Laotian President Thongloun Sisoulith on June 15
met with Li Xi, a member of the Politburo Standing
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party in the city
of Kunming. The two leaders engaged in discussions
about regional and global matters, emphasizing their
commitment to mutual coordination and support in
multilateral forums. [Laotian Times]

China-Laos: China being accused of
arresting its dissident in Laos’ territory

(ws) A political activist advocating for free speech and
censorship removal in China, was reported missing
since June 1. Human rights activists have accused
Beijing of secretly arresting the activist in the Laotian
capital Vientiane.[Laotimes]
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China-Laos: Laos achieved MOU with
Chinese firm for That Luang SEZ
Development

(ws) The Special Economic Zone (SEZ) Office in Laos
recently reached an agreement with Huangpu
Renewable Resources Utilization Company and Lao
That Luang Investment and Development Company
Limited to enhance investment in the That Luang Lake
SEZ.

SEZs in Laos has already created thousands of job
opportunities for the local population. Additionally, the
value of goods produced and exported from these
zones has surpassed USD 3 billion.

Recently, Chinese companies are actively involved in
six special economic zones across Laos, constituting
69.23 percent of all businesses operating within the
SEZs across the country. [Laotian Times]

Japan supports human resource
development in Laos with scholarship
worth USD 2.5 million

(ws) The Japanese government has pledged over USD
2.5 million in the form of grant aid to finance human
resource development scholarships in Laos. The
objective of the initiative is to enhance the knowledge
and skills of state officials by providing them with
opportunities to pursue master's and doctoral
degrees.

The scholarships specifically target promising young
officials who are expected to play significant roles in
shaping the future socio-economic development plans
of Laos. Under this program, scholarships will be
offered by Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) and the Ministry of Education and Sports of Japan
until the end of 2030.

This commitment builds upon last year's grant aid of
approximately US$3 million, which was used to finance
scholarships for Lao government officials. [Vientiane
Times]

Thailand-Laos: Fifth Thai-Laos Mekong
bridge to open in 2024
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(ws) The ongoing construction of the fifth Lao-Thai
Friendship Bridge, connecting two countries across
Mekong River, is scheduled to open in early 2024. This
new bridge aims to facilitate border travel between
Laos and Thailand and enhance trade relations with
other countries in the Greater Mekong Subregion.

The construction of 1350-metre bridge, which is going
to connect Borikhamxay province of Laos with Bueng
Kan province of Thailand, has already reached 70
percent completion. Since the total cost is shared
between two countries, the Lao government secured a
loan of 1.38 billion baht from Thailand's Neighbouring
Countries Economic Development Cooperation Agency
(NEDA) for financing the construction of the Lao side of
the bridge.

The fifth Lao-Thai Friendship Bridge, signifying the
result of collaboration between the governments of
Laos and Thailand, will serve as a new infrastructure
that connects communities on both sides of the
Mekong River, bolstering regional transportation
networks. Moreover, it is expected to promote and
facilitate cross-border trade, investment, and tourism,
increase economic growth in both countries, and
strengthen the relationship between two countries.
[Vientiane Times]

The current four bridges across the Mekong River,
namely Vientiane-Nong Khai, Savannakhet-Mukdahan,
Khammuan-Nakhon Phanom, and Huayxai-Chiang
Khong, have already been facilitating transportation
and trade between Laos and Thailand.

Malaysia’s maritime border agreement
with Indonesia will not compromise
sovereignty, prime minister says

(ccf) Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has
asserted that a recently signed maritime border
agreement with Indoneisa will not undermine his
country’s sovereignty as it omits disputed territories.
[Channel News Asia] [Bernama]

The two Southeast Asian countries signed an
agreement earlier this month that ended an 18-year
sea border dispute. The agreement promises to

delimit the nations’ territorial seas in the southernmost
part of the Straits of Malacca and the Sulawesi Sea.
However, the agreement omits the disputed territories
of Pulau Sebatik near Sabah, the boundary line for the
South Sulawesi Sea, and the borders along the Tanjung
Pelepas Port in Johor, located in the south of the Malay
Peninsula. [AIR No. 24, June/2023, 2]
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Mongolian Invescore NBFI JSC signs a USD
10 million loan from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB)

(tb) On June 16, 2023, the ADB signed with Invescore
NBFI JSC a contract for a USD 10 million loan.

The objective of this initiative is to enhance job
creation and foster sustainable development in
Mongolia by facilitating improved access to finance for
micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs).
The financial package consists of two components. The
first component includes USD 5 million from ADB's
ordinary capital resources. The second component
comprises USD 5 million in B-loans, where ADB serves
as the lender on record. A portion of the USD 5 million
A-loan provided by ADB is expected to be disbursed in
Mongolian togrog.

It is noteworthy that a minimum of 30 percent of the
funds will be specifically allocated for micro, small, and
medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs) owned by women.

Founded in 2016, Invescore quickly rose to prominence
as the largest non-bank financial institution (NBFI) in
Mongolia. [Montame]

Mongolia-China: PLA forces to join
peacekeeping exercise

(tb) China's Defense Ministry has confirmed that the
People's Liberation Army Ground Force has accepted
an invitation of the Mongolian Ministry of National
Defense to participate in the Khan Quest 2023
multinational peacekeeping exercise.

The exercise will take place this month in Mongolia.
[Ministry of Defense, China] [China Daily]

Mongolia-China: Cooperation in tackling
desertification

(tb) A Chinese research team is invited to come to
Mongolia to jointly work on assessing desertification in
Mongolia and finding solutions to the issue.

In early May, a Mongolian delegation visited China to
discuss reoccurring sandstorm that emerge in
Mongolia and move over to the territory of China.
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China's President Xi Jinping sees the sandstorms and
desertification as issues that create ecological damage
and negatively affect economic development. The
collaboration between the two countries aims to tackle
these problems together. [South China Morning Post]

Mongolia-US: Mongolian Armed Forces
attend the Airman-to-Airmen Talk at
Pacific Air Forces in Hawaii

(tb) Delegates of the Mongolian Armed Forces visited
last month the US Pacific Air Forces in Hawaii. The visit
was part of the Airman-to-Airman Talk (A2AT) that took
place from May 22-26.

The A2AT is an initiative by the US that provides a
forum to share best practices, collaborate on relevant
topics and plan shared projects. The main goal of the
A2AT is to strengthen the relationship between the
countries. [U.S.Indo-Pacific Command]

Mongolia-Singapore: Memorandum of
Understanding on carbon credits
collaboration signed

(tb) Singapore and Mongolia concluded a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the aim of
fostering collaboration in the domain of carbon
credits.

The MoU was signed on June 19 by Singapore's
Minister for Sustainability and the Environment, Grace
Fu, and Mongolia's Minister for Environment and
Tourism, Bat-Erdene Bat-Ulzii.

To facilitate the implementation of this MoU,
Singapore's Ministry of Sustainability and Environment
will establish an interagency working group in
partnership with Mongolia's Ministry of Environment.
[Aki Press]

Mongolia-The Netherlands: Fifth
Consultation Meeting between Ministries
of Foreign Affairs held

(tb) On June 14, 20203, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Mongolia and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of The
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Netherlands held their Fifth Political Consultation in
Ulaanbaatar.

They discussed ways to expand economic cooperation
and to strengthen the legal framework that would
enhance interaction between the citizens, in addition
to deepening cooperation in the frame of the United
Nations and other international organizations.

An agreement was reached to deepen cooperation in
tourism and agriculture. Furthermore, it was agreed
that diplomatic and official passport holders will be
exempted from fulfilling general visa requirements.
[Montsame 1] [Montsame 2]

Nepal affirms continuation of labor
agreement with United Arab Emirates

(na) Nepal and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have
recently reached an agreement to renew their labor
agreement, initially signed in 2019, following a meeting
of the Joint Working Committee (JWC) held in
Kathmandu.

The main topics of discussion revolved around labor
legislation, ensuring worker rights, and addressing the
minimum wage issue. Nepal presented proposals
regarding minimum wage guarantees, simplifying
procedures for repatriation of deceased workers, and
offering amnesty to those currently in prison. In the
labor agreement of 2019, it was stipulated that
employers in the UAE were responsible for the
recruitment, employment, and residency expenses of
Nepali workers in the Gulf nation.

While official confirmation from the UAE is still pending
regarding Nepal's demands, the UAE expressed
openness to accepting domestic workers from Nepal.
[The Himalayan Times]

Chinese naval ship visits Philippines for
the first time since 2019 in goodwill tour
of region

(ccf) On June 14, a training ship of the People's
Liberation Army Navy visited the Philippine capital of
Manila, its final stop on a goodwill tour of four
countries as Beijing looks to mend fences in region
amid unease over overlapping claims in the South
China Sea. Before the port call in Manila, the vessel
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made stops in Vietnam, Thailand and Brunei.
[Philippine News Agency] [Reuters]

Tensions have been high over the Philippines
deepening military ties with the United States this year.
In May, the Philippines and China engaged in a tit-for-
tat rivalry by placing navigational buoys in the
contested Spratly islands of the South China Sea.
Furthermore, the ship's visit comes a week after joint
US, Japanese and Philippine coast guard drills in the
area, the first such maneuvers between the three
countries [see AR No. 23, June/2023, 1].

Philippines President Marcos Jr. thanks
China’s generous donation of urea
fertilizers

(ccf) On June 16 Philippines President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. thanked China for generously donating
400,000 bags of urea fertilizer. The donation came as a
response to the Philippines’ request for any assistance
in terms of fertilizer supply amid higher urea prices.

After calling the gesture as a “solid gesture of
friendship and goodwill”, Marcos affirmed the
importance of fostering further cooperation and
knowledge exchange with China. The donated
fertilizers are expected to boost agricultural
production and aid the Philippines’ pursuit of food
security. [The Manila Times] [Philippine News Agency]

Philippine Vice-President Duterte visits
Singapore

(cff/sfa/Im) Philippine Vice-President Sara Duterte
visited Singapore on June 14-15 for separate talks with
the city state’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and
President President Halimah Yacob. Duterte, who is
also the Philippine Education Secretary, also met with
Singapore’s Second Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Education to discuss bilateral cooperation, with a focus
on areas such as teachers' training, special needs
education and increasing student exchanges. [The
Straits Times]

In separate developments, the two countries agreed to
deepen their cooperation in combating terrorism in
the region - especially through the Regional Counter-
Terrorism Information Facility in Singapore (CTIF) -
following a meeting between Department of National
Defense Secretary Gilberto C. Teodoro Jr. and
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Singaporean Ambassador to the Philippines See Sin
Yuan on June 13. [Philippine News Agency]

The CTIF was created in 2021 by the Singapore Ministry
of Defense. It serves as a platform for partner nations
to exchange intelligence, provide warning, and analysis
of terrorist threats. [The Manila Times]

Fifth Round of Pakistan-Russia Bilateral
Political Consultations to be held on June
20 in Islamabad

(mha) Pakistan and the Russian Federation will hold
the 5th round of Bilateral Political Consultations on 20
June 2023 in Islamabad. The Russian delegation will be
led by Deputy Foreign Minister Andrey Rudenko who
will arrive in Islamabad on 20th June on a two-day visit.
Pakistan's Foreign Secretary will lead the Pakistan
delegation.

The meeting comes after Pakistan on June 12
welcomed the first cargo of discounted Russian crude
oil arranged under a new deal struck between
Islamabad and Moscow. Pakistan's purchase gives
Russia a new outlet, adding to Moscow's growing sales
to India and China, as it redirects oil from Western
markets because of the Ukraine conflict. For Pakistan,
the discounted crude offers relief as it faces a
payments crisis and is at risk of defaulting on its debt.
Energy imports make up the majority of Pakistan’s
external payments.

The two sides will review the state of bilateral relations,
identify areas of mutual interest for further
cooperation, and exchange views on important
regional and global developments. The two countries
are commemorating the 75th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations this year.
[Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [Arab News]

Pakistan, Russia sign MoU on exchange of
statistical data on mutual trade

(tj) Pakistan and the Russian Federation signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for cooperation
between Pakistan Customs and Russia’s Federal
Customs Service on Exchange of Statistical Data on
Mutual Trade.

Pakistan's Ambassador to Russian Federation Shafgat
Ali Khan signed the MoU on behalf of Pakistan
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Customs, while Secretary of Commerce Muhammad
Saleh Farooqi witnessed the signing ceremony held on
the sidelines of Saint Petersburg International
Economic Forum.

The two parties will cooperate in the exchange of
information on the methodology used for the
maintenance of foreign trade statistics, its significant
changes, as well as the exchange of statistical data on
mutual trade, except the data, not subject to
disclosure or constituting a state or commercial secret.

The purpose of the exchange of information will be to
provide both parties with the necessary information on
mutual trade. The statistical data will be exchanged
every quarter and the parties will provide each other
with the statistical data for the corresponding quarter
no later than 70 days after the end of the relevant
period. Annual data will be provided separately by the
parties no later than 120 days after the end of the
reporting year. [The Express Tribune]

Pakistan Prime Minister visits Azerbaijan;
finance ministry greenlights LNG
purchase framework

(mha) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif visited
the capital of Azerbaijan, Baku, from June 14-15 for
talks with President Ilham Aliyev and senior
government officials on bilateral cooperation between
the two countries in the trade and energy sectors.
Aliyev told the visiting Pakistani leader that his country
would invest in the alternative energy sector of
Pakistan, including the solar power generation.
[Tribune] [SAMAA]

In the lead-up to Prime Minister Sharfi's visit to Baku,
Pakistan's finance ministry greenlighted a liquified
natural gas (LNG) purchase agreement framework with
Azerbaijan. Pakistan's Petroleum Minister Musadik
Malik said on June 13 that Azerbaijan will be supplying
one LNG cargo every month at a cheaper price than
the market - providing some relief to cash-strapped
Pakistan, which had not procured any spot cargos of
LNG for about a year after global prices spiked
following Russia's invasion of Ukraine. [Reuters]

Pakistan, Iran agree to strengthen
bilateral relations, discuss regional issues
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(mha/lm) Senior foreign affairs officials of Pakistan and
Iran co-chaired the 12th round of Political
Consultations between the two countries in Tehran on
June 17-18. During the talks, both sides emphasized
the importance of convening institutional mechanisms
such as the Joint Economic Commission and Joint
Trade Committee to foster closer cooperation in areas
of mutual interest. They also underscored the
significance of maintaining regular high-level
exchanges to strengthen cooperation in diverse fields,
including energy, transport connectivity, education,
and people-to-people exchanges. [Pakistan Today]

During his visit to the Iranian capital, Pakistan Foreign
Secretary Asad Majeed Khan called on Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian, who described
Islamabad as one of the most important rings in the
chain of his country’'s neighbor-centered foreign policy.
Khan also met with the chairman of the Pakistan-Iran
Parliamentary Friendship Group, the secretary general
of the Economic Cooperation Organization, and
interacted with scholars and students at the Institute
of Peace and International Studies (IPIS), where he
highlighted Pakistan’s role in promoting peace and
development in the region. [Tasnim News Agency]

In related developments, Pakistan's defence secretary
met with Iran’s deputy defence minister. Both sides
agreed to further enhance collaboration in various
areas of common interest, including security, joint
counter terrorism measures and ensuring regional
economic connectivity. The two countries also signed a
memorandum of understanding on maritime
cooperation between the Pakistan Maritime Security
Agency (PMSA) and Iranian border guards. [UrduPoint]

Singapore, United States to expand
cooperation to new frontiers, foreign
minister says during Washington visit

(tb/Im) Singapore and the United Statea are expanding
their relationship to new frontiers of bilateral
cooperation in the fields of cyber security, climate
change and space, the city state’s Foreign Minister
Vivian Balakrishnan said on June 16, after a bilateral
meeting with his United States counterpart Antony
Blinken in Washington D.C. Balakrishnan also said that
the US' strategic engagement in Southeast Asia was of
critical importance to the region. [The Straits Times]

Balakrishnan started his two-day working visit to the
US on June 14. During his visit, he held meetings with
various members of the US Congress. Furthermore, he
participated in a discussion at the Council on Foreign
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Relations, emphasizing the enduring partnership
between Washington and Singapore and the
significance of continued US involvement in the Asia-
Pacific region. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs Singapore]

US nuclear-powered submarine enters
South Korean port as North Korea fires
two missiles

(tms) The South Korean military confirmed the arrival
of a U.S. nuclear-powered submarine at a port in the
city of Busan on June 16.

It is the first instance in nearly six years that a cruise-
missile submarine, categorized as an "SSGN" by the US
Navy, has halted in South Korea. [The Korea Herald]
[Reuters]

The submarine's arrival took place in the wake of
North Korea's launching of two short-range missiles off
its east coast last week, following Pyongyang's recent
unsuccessful attempt to launch a spy satellite on May
31 [see AIR No. 23, June/2023, 1] which coincided with
the national security adviser of the U.S. President Jake
Sullivan's trip in Tokyo for meetings with his Japanese
and South Korean counterparts. The action was
condemned by the US, Japan, and South Korea.
[Reuters] [Reuters]

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol and U.S.
President Joe Biden reached an agreement in April in
Washington to "increase the frequency of strategic
assets' presence" on the Korean Peninsula where the
leaders also agreed that a U.S. Navy ballistic missile
submarine (SSBN) armed with nuclear capabilities
would visit South Korea for the first time since the
1980s to showcase Washington's commitment to
safeguarding South Korea against potential attacks
from North Korea. No specific timeline was mentioned
for the visit. [CNN]

South Korean military salvages sunken
North Korean space rocket wreckage

(tms) The South Korean military has recovered the
submerged remains of a North Korean space launch
vehicle that crashed into the Yellow Sea during an
unsuccessful mission to deploy a surveillance satellite
into space two weeks ago.
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Chollima-1 space launch vehicle (SLV) experienced a
malfunction during its flight and descended into the
waters near South Korea's western coastline on 31
May. The South Korean authorities managed to
retrieve a portion of the rocket from the seabed on the
same day, capturing some photographs before it
slipped back into the water. [NK News]

The Navy employed a team of specialized divers along
with approximately 10 vessels to recover the sunken
wreckage, including two salvage and rescue ships
named ROKS Tongyeong and ROKS Gwangyang as well
as ROKS Cheonghaejin submarine rescue ship and
several maritime aircraft.

The retrieval process was difficult due to adverse
underwater conditions, such as extremely low visibility
of only 50 centimeters. The safety of the divers and
other personnel was the top priority for the Navy
throughout the operation, according to a JCS official.
[Yonhap News Agency]

South Korea and the United States at a security forum
in Singapore earlier this month reached an agreement
to conduct a collaborative investigation into the
wreckage. The probe will involve multiple U.S. military
and intelligence agencies, including a unit from the
Defense Intelligence Agency, according to an official
from South Korea's Defense Intelligence Command.
[Yonhap]

South Korea sues North Korea for US 35
million over blown-up liaison office

(tms) South Korea filed a lawsuit against North Korea
on June 14, seeking USD 35 million in compensation for
the destruction of a liaison office in 2020.

This legal action indicates the deteriorating
relationship between the two neighboring countries,
particularly as North Korea continues its weapons
programs.

In June 2020 North Korea demolished a liaison office
that was established in 2018 on its side of the border
following a campaign involving propaganda leaflets by
North Korean defectors in South Korea [see AiR No. 25,
June/2020, 4]. The office aimed to promote improved
relations between the two countries. The act of
destruction was allegedly carried out by North Korea
as a response to previously issued threats of
retaliation. [Reuters] [CNN]
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The suit was lodged with the Seoul Central District
Court, and was the first the government had ever filed
against the North, according to a South Korean official.
[AP_News]

South Korea to carry out first in-depth
inquiry into forced labor in North Korea

(tms) South Korea intends to conduct its first
comprehensive investigation into forced labor
practices in North Korea by conducting interviews with
defectors who have resettled in South Korea within the
past five years.

The interviews will be conducted by the North Korean
Human Rights Records Center in collaboration with the
unification ministry to examine the evolution of forced
labor practices both prior to and following the
establishment of the Kim Jong-un regime. It will also
focus on studying the applicable laws and systems
related to forced labor. [The Korea Times]

The results will not be disclosed to the public and will
only be used by the government to draw up policies on
North Korean human rights. [Yonhap]

South Korea launches nationwide probe
into secret Chinese ‘police stations’

(tms) South Korean officials said on June 15 that they
are investigating the unofficial Chinese "police
stations" reportedly established throughout the
country. This scrutiny follows an earlier incident in
Seoul where the presence of such an organization was
questioned.

The National Intelligence Service, in collaboration with
the police, is conducting an investigation into the
suspected covert operations of Chinese government-
backed "police stations." This investigation is not
limited to Seoul but also extends to other areas,
including Jeju Island in the southern region of the
Korean peninsula.

In May, the intelligence service tentatively concluded

that a Chinese restaurant in Songpa district of central
Seoul was being used as a covert base for undisclosed
police activities on behalf of the Chinese government.
[The Korea Herald] [See also AiR No. 21, May/2023, 4].

Representative of the ruling party Choe Jae-hyeong
revealed findings that suggest Confucius Institutes,
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operated by the Chinese government, have been
involved in disseminating propaganda on behalf of
Beijing and have also allegedly organized events to
counter student activities supporting the democracy
movements in Hong Kong at various universities in
South Korea. [The Strait Times]

Safeguard Defenders, a non-governmental
organization based in Spain, state that China is
reportedly operating over 100 police stations across at
least 53 countries to extend China's influence and
facilitate the forced repatriation of Chinese nationals
[see AIR No. 49, December/2022, 1]

Chinese officials have repeatedly denied the existence
of such police stations overseas.

South Korea undeterred by new EU
battery law

(tms) The South Korean government dismissed
concerns regarding the position of domestic battery
manufacturers in the European market following the
approval of a sustainable battery law by the European
Parliament.

The new laws encompass provisions relating to the
implementation of a carbon footprint scale to assess
emissions across the entire lifespan of a battery, the
establishment of minimum standards for recycled
materials like cobalt, lithium, nickel, and lead, and the
requirement for electronic documentation tracking
battery production and usage. [The Korea Herald]

Seoul plans to initiate reducing emissions by gathering
relevant data ahead of the implementation of carbon
footprint regulations prescribed by the law and to
establish and enhance battery recycling supply chains
to fulfill the requirement for recycled materials.

The Ministry anticipates that the domestic battery
industry will have ample time to prepare supply chains
that align with global eco-friendly standards, as
enforcement ordinances under the law to be enacted
between 2024 and 2028. Officials emphasized their
commitment to closely collaborating with local
businesses to ensure that the new law does not
negatively impact their operations within the EU. [KBS]

Sri Lankan embassy hosts promotional
session in Japan on potential business
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opportunities

(ns) On June 8, the Sri Lankan Embassy in Japan,
Samurai Lanka Co Ltd, and the Niigata Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (NCCI) co-hosted a Sri Lanka
Business Promotion Seminar in Niigata city of Japan.
The hosts aimed to inform the local Japanese
enterprises about contemporary collaboration
opportunities and advertise Sri Lanka as a potential
business destination.

Sri Lankan Ambassador told the audience of the
substantial progress in the country’s economic
recovery and thanked Japan for its support in the
development of Sri Lanka. The Managing Director of
Metatechno Lanka Pvt. Ltd. and the Investment
Promotion Division agent of the Sri Lankan Board of
Investment joined the session virtually to share the
experience of doing business in the Island State.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Sri Lanka]

Honduras to withdraw from trade deal
with Taiwan as president visits China

(eg) Honduras has unilaterally ended its Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) with Taiwan, which is now set to
expire at the end of 2023.

The move comes after Honduras switched diplomatic
recognition from Taiwan to China in March 2023,
leaving Taiwan with only 13 states with which it holds
official relations.

The Honduran President Xiomara Castro visited Beijing
this month, issuing a joint statement with the Chinese
President Xi Jinping. The statement stressed the
importance of the “One China” principle, with which
China claims sovereignty over Taiwan.

Taiwan has promised to protect its businesses amid
the end of the deal. Taiwan mainly imports coffee and
shrimp from Honduras, and only 0.01 percent of its
exports go to the Central American country. [Taiwan
News]

Taiwan, USA and Japan refute reports of
sharing drone data

(eg) The defense ministries of the three countries
denied a recent report that suggested the USA and
Japan would share real-time drone data with Taiwan.
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The Financial Times reported that Taiwan's MQ-9B
drones, recently purchased from the USA, would use
the same drone system as Japan'’s Self-Defense Force.

The respective foreign ministries have, however,
dismissed the report. [Taiwan News]

EU-Thailand: EABC calls for stable
government to facilitate EU-Thailand FTA
negotiations

(ws) The President of the European Association for
Business and Commerce (EABC) has emphasized the
importance of sustainable policies for enhancing
cooperation between the European Union (EU) and
Thailand, including the implementation of a Free Trade
Agreement. Moreover, he also highlighted that political
stability and long-term policies are key to fostering
sustainable economic growth in Thailand.

The President of EABC expressed his hope that an EU
delegation will visit Thailand to determine the
negotiation format next month, and later in
September, a Thai delegation will travel to Europe for
the first round of negotiations on an EU-Thailand FTA.
Key chapters on topics such as intellectual property
rights, sustainability, environmental protection, and
labor rights, will be addressed by both sides by the end
of this year.

Moreover, he added that political stability is
considered crucial for sustaining cooperation between
the EU and Thailand, according to the European
business community. Although Thailand experienced a
strong first quarter this year due to the return of
tourism, including medical tourism, and reduced
COVID-19 impact, the uncertainty arising from the
election period after the first quarter has affected the
stock market. [Thai PBS World]

Vietnam'’s president meets president of
parliament of Cote d'lvoire

(km) Vietnamese President Vo Vung Thuong met with
President of Cote d'lvoire's national assembly Adamma
Victogo on June 14. The meeting was part of Victogo's
visit to Vietnam.

During their talk, both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to pushing for the signing and
implementation of a memorandum of understanding
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between their countries’ parliaments that will help
deepen the two nations' friendship and multifaceted
collaboration in the time to come.

They agreed on further beefing up bilateral trade ties
and creating conditions for the expansion of exports to
each other's market and to those in ASEAN and Africa.

They also agreed to prioritize the promotion and
expansion of cooperation in agriculture and
investment. [Viet Nam News]

Vietham-UAE: Meeting between Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs

(km/dql) Viethamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh
held a meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed Al Nahyan in Hanoi on June 14.

During the meeting, Pham expressed his hope for the
completion of negotiations for the Vietnam-UAE
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) as soon as possible. He requested the UAE's
support in developing Halal food production and
services in Vietnam and in creating cooperation
mechanisms in Halal certification in Vietnam. He
further, reaffirmed that Vietnam is welcoming UAE
enterprises and investment funds to invest and
transfer technologies in the areas of mutual concern
like logistics, real estate, infrastructure and
innovation.

The foreign ministry, for his part, confirmed that the
CEPA enjoys top priority in his country's relations with
Vietnam, adding that next to trade and investment,
cooperation in other important fields such as
renewable energy, climate change response,
sustainable development, environmental protection
and people-to-people exchange should be forged. [Viet
Nam News]

Announcements
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Upcoming online events

21-30 June 2023, CPG in cooperation with Hanns
Seidel Foundation and Asian Governance
Foundation, Thailand

CPG Online Academy on Human Rights 2023

This eight-teaching day intensive certificate course
bridges theoretical and practical dimensions of human
rights, with internationally recognized scholars and
practitioners providing courses on current issues as
well as cutting-edge developments and applications.

For more information, see [CPG].

21 June 2023 @ 9:30-10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

Green hydrogen for Africa: Opportunities and
obstacles in African markets

At this online event experts from relevant
stakeholders will discuss the current status and future

prospects Africa’s green hydrogen sector.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

21 June 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

China’s blueprint for the new world order

This webinar features the launch of the new report
“Global Development Initiative and Global Security
Initiative: China’s blueprint for the new world order” by

the Atlantic Council’'s Global China Hub.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].
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21 June 2023 @ 11:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Securing Ukraine's future in NATO

This virtual event will feature a conversation with
former Secretary General of NATO Anders Fogh
Rasmussen, and Andriy Yermak, head of the Office of
the President of Ukraine, on steps Allies should take to
help secure Ukraine’s security.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

21 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Ecuador’s ‘Blue Bond,’ and the Future of the
Galadpagos and Green Finance

This webcast will feature a conversation with Ecuador’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs Gustavo Manrique Miranda
and Minister of Production, Foreign Trade, Investment
and Fisheries Julio José Prado about the country's
conservation agenda and the potential for similar
innovations in “green financing” in Latin America.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

21 June 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Peterson
Institute for International Economics (PIIE), USA

Can we stop a global subsidy race?

As the global economy is entering a global subsidy
race, some subsidies are seen as necessary for the
green transition, while others risk are viewed as
distorting global markets and hampering innovation.
This online seminar will explore ways to find common
definitions of good and bad subsidies and avoid raising
trade tensions.

Visit [PIIE] for further details.

21 June 2023 @ 10:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. (GMT+2),
Bruegel, Belgium

To what extent can innovation and global
economic dominance mitigate China's structural
slowdown?
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This hybrid event will discuss questions on China's
future domestic and international economic status, as
the central government is committed to enhance
China’'s competitiveness by investing heavily in its STI
capacity and as China has been strengthening its
international position substantially by lending to
emerging economies and by setting up the
infrastructure for the gradual internationalization of
the Renminbi.

For further event details, see [Bruegel].

22 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Governing in the Shadow of UMNO'’s long rule:
Anwar Ibrahim’s Formula and Prospects for Reform

This webinar will explore the legacies of UMNO's
decade-long rule for Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim'’s
reform policy.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

22 June 2023 @ 9:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Sanctioning China in a Taiwan crisis: Scenarios and
risks

At this online event, the Atlantic Council GeoEconomics
Center and Rhodium Group will present a major new
study titled “Sanctioning China in a Taiwan Crisis:
Scenarios and Risks” which examines economic
statecraft tools that would be available to G7 countries
and assess the costs of possible sanctions responses
to the US, European, Chinese, and global economy.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

22 June 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

The US-ROK Alliance at 70: The Outlook After the
Washington Declaration

This webcast will bring together members of the South
Korean National Assembly and the US Congress as well
as other experts to explore the outlook for the US-ROK
alliance, with a focus on security and economic issues.
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For more information, see [Wilson Center].

22 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Wartime Attitudes and Identity in Frontline
Ukrainian Cities

This webcast will offer insights into changes in the
concepts of Ukrainian national identity, dynamics of
attitudes and feelings toward Russia as well as
perceptions and support for war, peace, and
international aid.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

22 June 2023 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Building the North American Semiconductor
Corridor

This webcast will explore the challenges and
opportunities that North America faces amid its efforts
to strengthen competitiveness and build resiliency and
redundancy in the semiconductor supply chain. It will
also discuss paths towards the integration of the US,
Mexico, and Canada’s current strengths and identify
gaps in current coordination efforts in building the
semiconductor corridor.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

22 June 2023 @ 3:00-4:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

North Korea's Futures: National Intelligence
Estimates

This hybrid event will explore current and future
challenges to the US-South Korea alliance posed by
North Korea as Kim Jong Un appears committed to
securing a quantitatively and qualitatively growing
nuclear and missile arsenal.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

22 June 2023 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia
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AUKUS - Geopolitical Implications

This hybrid event will explore the geopolitical
implications of AUKUS, the trilateral security pact
between Australia, the UK, and the US, as well as the
risk and advantages for each of the countries involved
and the impact in the wider Indo-Pacific region.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

22 June 2023 @ 1:00-2:00 pm (GMT+1), International
Institute for Strategic Studies (lISS), UK

Germany's first National Security Strategy

Germany's National Security Strategy, drafted in the
context of Russia’s war in Ukraine and intensifying
strategic competition with China and its implications,
has been recently released. This webinar will discuss
its main tenets and implications.

Visit [lISS] for more information.

23 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

The Future of Fact-Checking in the Philippines

This webinar explores the future of fact-checking
beyond elections and toward the information
ecosystem that pervades ordinary everyday lives of
citizens in the Philippines, with a focus on unpacking
the connections between technology and
disinformation in a perniciously polarized
environment.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

23 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

From Wadah to Prachachart: The Emergence of an
Ethno-Religious Party in Thailand’'s Deep South

This webinar will discuss the question whether or not
ethno-religious narratives adopted by the Prachachart
Party to attack “same sex marriages” and “legalized
cannabis” policies proposed by their political
opponents will will halt the party's political progress
and reduce its longevity.
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More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

23 June 2023 @ 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Competition or cooperation: Debating a
transatlantic de-risking strategy on China

At this webinar, EU and China experts will explore the
US and EU approaches to China in an era of increasing

geopolitical confrontation.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

26 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), The
Brookings Institution, USA

Asylum in Europe: Can the Ukraine response shape
a better policy approach?

This webinar will discuss the future of European
migration policy from the perspective of asylum-seeker
and refugee-hosting communities, specifically at the
municipality and city level.

For more information, see [Brookings].

26 June 2023 @ 9:30-10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Ripple Effect: Exploring the Intersection of Water
Insecurity and Displacement in the Middle East

This webcast will provide insights into the connections
between water insecurity and displacement and how
these factors have played out in Middle East countries
such as Iraq, Yemen, and Syria.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

26 June 2023 @ 5:15-7:00 a.m. (GMT+2), German
Institute for Global and Area Studies, Germany

Radical Rights in the Global South: Comparisons
This hybrid event will present findings of a comparative

research study on radical right governments in Turkey,
Hungary, India, the Philippines, and Brazil.
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See [GIGA] for more event details.

27 June 2023 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Post G7 Summit: Advancing industrial
decarbonization & climate-aligned trade

This online event will discuss opportunities to advance
climate solutions in trade and industrial sectors after
G7 leaders in their recent Clean Energy Economy
Action Plan have emphasized the need to align trade
policies with climate goals and opportunities for
international cooperation.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

27 June 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Wilson Center, USA

Tripolar Instability: Nuclear Competition Among
the United States, Russia, and China

This webcast will feature a discussion of the new book
“Tripolar Instability: Nuclear Competition Among the
United States, Russia, and China,” by Robert Litwak
that examines how these risks can be managed amidst
the Ukraine war and heightened tensions over Taiwan.

For more information, see [Wilson Center].

27 June 2023 @ 4:00-5:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Chatham
House, UK

Confronting marginalization in climate action and
conservation

This hybrid event will discuss ways to expose and
remove structural barriers to marginalized people
exercising their power in the face of climate
vulnerability.

For more information, see [Chatham House].

27 June 2023 @ 6:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

Is the World Finished with Free Trade?
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This hybrid event will feature a discussion with former
federal minister Dr. Craig Emerson on the question of
how rising superpower rivalry is clouding the outlook
for free trade.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA

27 June 2023 @ 10:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. (GMT+2),
Bruegel, Belgium

Future of Work and Inclusive Growth Annual
Conference 2023

This hybrid conference will explore urgent issues faced
by workers and policymakers in today's fast-evolving
labor market, including but not limited to: necessary
skills demanded by the Al and green sectors,
technology adoption on labor markets, and growing
inequality brought on by digitalization of capital.

For further event details, see [Bruegel].

27 June 2023 @ 1:00-2:00 pm (GMT+1), International
Institute for Strategic Studies (lISS), UK

Semiconductor policy collaboration among like-
minded countries

This online event will address the question of how like-
minded countries can collaborate on their
semiconductor policies to protect critical technologies

and what that means for an open trading system.

Visit [IISS] for more information.

Recent and upcoming book releases

Daniel Chandler, Free and Equal: What Would a Fair
Society Look Like?, Allen Lane, 416 pages, published
April 20, 2023. For a review, see [LSE].

Toby Matthiesen, The Caliph and the Imam: The
Making of Sunnism and Shiism, Oxford University
Press, 960 pages, published March 9, 2023. The book is
reviewed in [Asian Review of Books].

Sung-Yoon Lee, The Sister: North Korea’s Kim Yo Jong,
the Most Dangerous Woman in the World,
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PublicAffairs, 304 pages, to be released September 12,
2023. Visit [The Guardian] to read a review.

Christopher Clark, Revolutionary Spring: Europe
Aflame and the Fight for a New World, 1348-1849,
Crown, 896 pages, published June 13, 2023. A review
is available at [The Guardian].

Kristina Stoeckl, and Dmitry Uzlaner, The Moralist
International: Russia in the Global Culture Wars,
Fordham University Press, 208 pages, published
December 20, 2022. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Calls

The International Network of Genocide Scholars
(INoGS) and USC Dornsife Center for Advanced
Genocide Research invite proposals for their
convention of the International Network of Genocide
Scholars, scheduled for June 23-26, 2024, at the
University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles.
The theme of the convention is “Genocide and Survivor
Communities: Agency, Resistance, Recognition.”
Abstract submission deadline is September 1, 2023.
For more information, see [USC].

The University of Bristol Law School invites paper
proposals for the 26th British Legal History
Conference, scheduled for July 3-6, 2024 and titled
“Insiders and Outsiders in the History of Law.” The
closing date for abstract submission is September 1,
2023. Details are available at [University of Bristol].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Communications Officer to be based
in Lusaka, Zambia. Applications are accepted until July
1, 2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Policy and Governance Specialist to
be based in Remote Work. Applications are accepted
until June 30, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Area Programme Manager to be
based in Port-Vila, Vanuatu. Applications are accepted
until July 3, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].
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The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Programme Associate to be based in
Islamabad, Pakistan. Applications are accepted until
June 30, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Consultant to be based in Abidjan,
Ivory Coast. Applications are accepted until June 30,
2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Communication Assistant to be based in Tamale,
Ghana. Applications are accepted until June 28, 2023.
More information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
Assistant to be based in Haiti. Applications are
accepted until July 1, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Human
Resources Consultant to be based in Italy.
Applications are accepted until July 10, 2023. More
information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Market
Intelligence Data Analyst to be based in Italy.
Applications are accepted until July 1, 2023. More
information is provided as [WFEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Data
Engineer to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are
accepted until July 2, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Data and Analytics Specialist, to be based in
Maputo, Mozambique. Applications are accepted until
June 26, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Executive Assistant, to be based in Florence, Italy.
Applications are accepted until June 18, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Programme Associate, to be based in Florence,
Italy. Applications are accepted until June 25, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Administrative & Finance Assistant, to be based
in Florence, Italy. Applications are accepted until June
25, 2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].
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The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Nutrition Officers, to be based in Papua New
Guinea and Guinea. Applications are accepted until
June 23, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an
Advisor, to be based in Caracas, Venezuela.
Applications are accepted until July 14, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Technical Officer, to be based in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan. Applications are accepted until July 7,
2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Consultant, to be based in Multiple locations.
Applications are accepted until June 30, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Driver Clerk, to be based in Ankara, Turkey.
Applications are accepted until June 30, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Rehabilitation Officer, to be based in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until June 30, 2023.
More information is provided as [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Sustainable Development Officer to be based in
Istanbul, Turkey. Applications are accepted until June
22, 2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Intern to be based in Dakar, Senegal. Applications are
accepted until June 23, 2023. More information is
provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Legal
Officer to be based in Multiple locations. Applications
are accepted until June 22, 2023. More information is
provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Information Management Assistant to be based in
Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are accepted until
June 22, 2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Team
Assistant to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until July 8, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].
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The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Casework Administrator, to be based in United
States. Applications are accepted until Aug 16, 2023.
More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Finance Manager, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until Aug 16, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Intensive Case Management Casework
Coordinator, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until Aug 16, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Employment Specialist, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until Aug 16, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Data and Reporting Specialist, to be based in United
States. Applications are accepted until Aug 16, 2023.
More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Partnership and Resource Mobilization Specialist,
to be based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are
accepted until June 30, 2023. More information is
provided as [FAQO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Logistics Support, to be based in Pakistan.
Applications are accepted until June 30, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Livestock Specialist, to be based in Multiple
locations. Applications are accepted until June 7, 2023.
More information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Technical Assistant, to be based in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia. Applications are accepted until June 30,
2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Programme Assistant, to be based in Accra, Ghana.
Applications are accepted until June 30, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks a
Consultancy, to be based in Montreal, Canada.
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Applications are accepted until June 26, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNESCO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks an
Administrative Assistant, to be based in Haiti.
Applications are accepted until June 19, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNESCO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks an Executive
Assistant, to be based in Kingston, Jamaica.
Applications are accepted until July 19, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNESCQO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks a Programme
Specialist, to be based in Paris, France. Applications
are accepted until July 19, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNESCO].

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) seeks a Senior

Regional Advisor, to be based in Dakar, Senegal.

Applications are accepted until July 18, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNESCQO].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior HR Specialist, to
be based in Washington DC, United States.
Applications are accepted until June 30, 2023. More
information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Transport Specialist, to
be based in Djibouti, Djibouti. Applications are
accepted until June 30, 2023. More information is
provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Financial
Management Specialist, to be based in Sydney,
Australia. Applications are accepted until June 30,
2023. More information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Financial Management
Specialist, to be based in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
Applications are accepted until June 30, 2023. More
information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Health
Specialist, to be based in Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Applications are accepted until June 30, 2023. More
information is provided as [WB].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Procurement Assistant, to be based in Costa
Rica. Applications are accepted until June 30, 2023.
More information is provided as [IOM].
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The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Monitoring and Evaluation Consultant, to be
based in Pretoria, South Africa. Applications are
accepted until June 25, 2023. More information is
provided as [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Liaison and Policy Officer, to be based in
Baghdad, Iraqg. Applications are accepted until June 29,
2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks an Accountant, to be based in Philippines.
Applications are accepted until June 29, 2023. More
information is provided as [[OM].

The International Organization for Migration (IO0M)
seeks a Programme Officer, to be based in Libya.
Applications are accepted until June 29, 2023. More
information is provided as [IOM].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Project Management Support, to
be based in Remote Work. Applications are accepted
until June 29, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks an Administrative Intern, to be based
in Copenhagen, Denmark). Applications are accepted
until June 30, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Project Manager, to be based in
Vienna, Austria. Applications are accepted until June
30, 2023. More information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks an Improvised Explosive Device
Disposal Specialist, to be based in Beni, Democratic
Republic of the Congo. Applications are accepted until
July 9, 2023. More information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Driver, to be based in Torit, South
Sudan. Applications are accepted until July 3, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNOPS].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Regional
Research Coordinator, to be based in Dakar, Senegal
and Tunis, Tunisia. Applications are accepted until June
23, 2023. More information is provided as [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a
Coordinator, to be based in Bamako, Mali.
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Applications are accepted until June 23, 2023. More
information is provided as [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Supply
Chain Officer, to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until July 2, 2023. More
information is provided as [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a
Protection Team Leader, to be based in Kharkiv,
Ukraine. Applications are accepted until July 2, 2023.
More information is provided as [DRC].

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a
Protection Assistant, to be based in Dnipro, Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until July 2, 2023. More
information is provided as [DRC].

Team:

Amanda Jaroen (aj), Catlin Celestine Fernandez (ccf), Cho
Zin Thet (cho), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Edward Green (ed),
Hanzaw Aung (ha), Jamie Leong (jl), Kanokphong
Visetvoharn, Khin Ohnmar Moe (km), Lucas Meier (Im),
Morten Strantzen (ms), Muhammad Hussain Amin (mha),
Nath Kusolsong (nk), Noor Afrose (na), Svinina Natalia
Vladimirovna (ns), Tatjana Buehring (tb), Tarazi
Mohammed Sheikh (tms), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus
Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Worrawit
Sirijintana (ws), Yves Nunticha Bowonnaowarux (ynb)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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