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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue, with apologies for the slight delay
caused by a technical issue in our mail sending system.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Congo's,
Djibouti's, Madagascar's, and the Seychelles'
Independence Day.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Anti-corruption watchdog
intensifies anti-corruption probe into
state-owned corporations

(ms) With the publication of a list of active fraud
investigations by the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection (CCDI) against high-ranking officials of state-
owned enterprises, China’s to anti-corruption
watchdog signals an intensification of the anti-
corruption campaign against the state sector.

According to the list, nine different senior managers
and officials are being investigated for suspicion of
“severe violation of law and discipline”, an often-used
euphemism for corruption. Although the specific
names of the officials under investigation are not
available, the CCDI's increased focus on the state
sector of China's economy is in line with what it had
announced in an article in the government newspaper
People's Daily in early June [see AiR No. 24, June/2023,
2] [Caixin Global 1]
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Along with the announcement, the CCDI disclosed new
and ongoing corruption investigations against various
officials.

The biggest name among them is Fan Yifei, the former
deputy governor of the Peoples Bank of China (PBC),
the country's central bank. Fan was only expelled from
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in early June after
the CCDI launched an investigation against him in
November last year [see AR No. 45, November/2022,
2]. On 20 June, Fan was officially arrested on suspicion
of corruption, making him the highest-ranking PBC
official to be arrested under President Xi Jinping's anti-
corruption campagne which began in 2012. [Caixin
Global 2] [Global Times] [Reuters]

In response to Fan's arrest, Guo Shuging, Communist
Party chief of the People's Bank of China, reiterated
the bank's commitment to anti-corruption efforts. Guo,
who was also briefed in a meeting with CCDI officials
on cases of violations of law and discipline within the
central bank, urged to rein in key managers, crack
down on "hedonism" among employees and
strengthen top-down supervision within the Party
organization. [Bloomberg]

In addition to Fan, there were other concrete
developments against high-ranking officials. Former
Chairman of New China Life Insurance Wan Feng, for
example, was expelled from the party on suspicion of
corruption. This comes after Wan has not appeared in
public since January this year. [Caixin Global 3]
[Caproasia]

Furthermore, Xu Wenrong, the former deputy
secretary of the party group and deputy general
manager of China National Petroleum Corporation was
placed under investigation and Xu Ming, former deputy
head of the then-State Administration of Grain which
became the State Administration of Grain and
Reserves (SAGR) in 2018 and was placed under the
National Development and Reform Commission
(NDRC), was sentenced to 15 years imprisonment, both
cases because of corruption. [CCDI] [China Daily]

On June 25, the CCDI also reported placing Hao
Zonggqiang, a senior official of a CCDI as well as the
other anti-corruption body the National Commission of
Supervision, under investigation on suspicion of
corruption, more detailed information has not yet
been released. [Xinhua]

The CCDI, further, painted a similarly desolate picture
of the China Development Bank (CDB). In a special
conference with representatives of the bank, the CCDI
reviewed investigations conducted within the bank
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over the last ten years and made similar demands to
those made against the PBC. [Caixin Global 4]

China: NPC unveils first draft of new
patriotic education law

(ms) The Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress (NPC), the country's highest legislative body,
on June 26 unveiled first details of a planned new
patriotic education law that would require online
information providers to produce and distribute more
patriotic content.

Exact details are not yet included in the published
draft, so it is not yet clear which providers would be
affected by this law or what level of patriotic content
would be required. The Chinese state media named
the raising of the national flag, the singing of the
national anthem and the recitation of constitutional
oaths as possible forms of patriotic content.

The campaign is aimed primarily at children, but also
at online users both inside and outside the mainland,
as the NPC stressed that the law would also cover the
education of citizens in Hong Kong, Macau and
Taiwan.

In addition to online education, the law also envisages
the promotion of analogous educational sites,
including museums and places relevant to Party and
national history, which will be upgraded to key
resources for promoting patriotism under the law, but
what exactly this upgrading will entail is not defined.

The New Patriotic Education Law is a further step in
the Chinese government's intensified efforts under Xi
and his goal of the national rejuvenation, to
consolidate information authority by expanding
control over internet content and at the same time to
increase the focus on the ideology prescribed by the
party. [South China Morning Post] [Xinhua]

China: Heatwave hits north-east China

(ms) Several provinces and cities in north-east China
reported record temperatures of more than 40
degrees Celsius, threatening another record summer
and raising concerns about the country's crops and
power supply.

The worst heatwave record in several decades caused
widespread power outages, crop failures and the
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disruption of vital industrial chains in China in 2022
[see AIR No. 34, August/2022, 4], and this summer
appears to rival that of last year. China's capital Beijing
reported the highest temperatures since the beginning
of official weather data collection in 1961 with 41
degrees Celsius on June 22. In Shandong temperatures
of up to 43 degrees Celsius were reported. According
to the weather forecast, an end to the heat is not to be
expected in the next weeks.

In addition to the health risks, especially for the sick
and the elderly, these temperatures pose a real threat
to China's economy and infrastructure. Last summer,
the southwestern Sichuan province was particularly
affected by prolonged heat and drought, which caused
a drop in the water level, with devastating effects for a
province that generates much of its energy from
hydropower plants, including power outages.

However, regardless of how the electricity is
generated, heat also poses a challenge to the nation's
electricity supply, as heat causes a significant increase
in electricity demand due to, among other things,
increased use of air conditioning. [BBC] [Energy
Connect] [South China Morning Post] [The Guardian]

Although the Chinese government is already preparing
for these extreme scenarios, as recently as mid-june
the National Energy Administration (NEA) conducted
stress tests on the power grid in the eastern provinces
and is coordinating with major electricity consumers in
the transport and business sectors to prepare for the
summer [see AiR No. 25, June/2023, 3], it remains to be
seen to what extent the preparations will be sufficient.

China: Two real estate firms miss offshore
debt payments

(ms) Central China Real Estate, leading property
developer in Henan province, reports that it is unable
to pay interest on its offshore bonds, while real estate
manager and developer Leading Holdings Group has
defaulted on funds and interest payments.

The two pieces of news are part of the ongoing crisis in
the Chinese real estate sector and come in the face of
falling home sales in the second quarter, despite the
end of the zero-COVID pandemic, which cannot be
offset by the economic support provided by the
Chinese government so far.

Although the Peoples Bank of China, China's central
bank, only on 19 June lowered for the first time in nine
months the one-year loan prime rate (LPR) from 3.65
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to 3.55 and the five-year LPR from 4.3 to 4.2 - the latter
being used as a benchmark for setting mortgage rates
and thus providing support to the real estate sector, -
the government's economic support for the real estate
sector has not been enough. [Global Times] [The New
York Times]

Thus, the support fell well short of the expectations of
both Chinese real estate firms and potential investors,
which only further weakened confidence in the sector
and the Chinese economy as a whole. [Bloomberg]
[South China Morning Post]

China: Fertility treatments to be covered
by Beijing health care system

(ms) As of 1 July, 16 types of assisted reproduction
technology will be covered by the health care system in
China's capital Beijing, the local government
announced, in a further attempt to combat the
country's declining birth rate.

The Chinese government announced that the first
population decline since the 1961 famine [see AiR No.
which has been brewing for several years, the Chinese
government has been implementing various measures
and incentives to boost the birth rate for the past few
months.

As recently as February, single mothers or unmarried
couples were allowed to register their children, which
gives the newborn access to the health care system. It
also made it possible, albeit privately, for unmarried
women to access in-vitro fertility (IVF) treatment.

From the beginning of July, Beijing's government will go
even further and cover 16 types of assisted
reproduction technology, including IVF, through the
national healthcare system. Besides Beijing, the
northeastern Liaoning province will also cover assisted
reproduction technology from July 1.

It can be assumed that other provinces besides
Liaoning will follow Beijing's example. [Caixin Global]
[CNBC] [Reuters]

China: Ministry of Agriculture defends
controversial rice planting practice

(ms) The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs on
June 23 advocated the planting of rice in mountainous
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and hillside areas, a controversial practice that is said
to degrade soil quality in the long term.

Food security has been made a national security issue
by Xi Jinping in recent years, based on which provincial
governments have been given minimum quotas of
agricultural land and minimum harvests. To meet
these targets, local governments have begun to
convert even poorly suited land into agricultural land.

Earlier this month, the Chinese Ministry of Natural
Resources implemented new regulations to limit the
conversion of less suitable land. The aim is to
counteract soil degradation and desertification

[see AR No. 25, June/2023, 3].

The article of the Agricultural Ministry, however, is
completely contrary to these regulations. The
controversial planting of rice in mountainous regions is
based on research by the China Academy of
Engineering but is suspected of damaging the quality
of the soil in the long term, and fields on slopes are
also much more susceptible to, for example, heavy
rainfall. [South China Morning Post]

China: Anti-government activist faces trial

(ms) Ji Xiaolong, an activist who had strongly criticized
the government in the wake of Shanghai's two-month
lockdown during the COVID-19 pandemic, stood trial
on June 21 for that very criticism.

The court charged Ji with the offence of "picking
quarrels and provoking trouble", an often-used charge
against forms of criticism against the government that
have not been violent. If convicted, a prison sentence
of up to five years is possible.

In addition to a general criticism of the Zero-COVID
policy, Ji was particularly notable for his criticism of the
then Shanghai ruling Chinese Communist Party
secretary Li Qiang, the current prime minister. Among
other things, Ji started a petition calling for Li's
resignation. In particular, the clear criticism of Li is,
according to various human rights activists from
abroad, the main reason for the trial against Ji.

Ji is only one of several well-known activists who are
being prosecuted because of their criticism of the
Chinese government's pandemic strategy [see Chinese
Human Rights Defender]. In April, for example, Chinese
journalist Fang Bin was sentenced to three years in
prison for his film footage from Wuhan at the
beginning of the pandemic. [Radio Free Asia]
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China: Hong Kong security law to be
introduced no later than next year

(ms) Hong Kong's Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu
pledged in a press appearance that Article 23 of the
city's Basic Law, the city's own Security Law, will
"definitely" be enforced this year, next year at the
latest.

The introduction of the city's own security law has
been an ongoing debate in Hong Kong for several
decades, with the failure of the last official attempt in
2003. However, the issue gained new momentum with
the introduction of the National Security Law in mid-
2020 by the Chinese central government in response
to the 2019 anti-government protests.

The National Security Law covers acts of secession,
subversion, terrorism and collusion with foreign forces
and has been widely seen as serving as the basis for
the Hong Kong government's and police's crackdown
on anti-government forces as well as journalists and
human rights organizations in the city. However, the
National Security Law serves only as a temporary
solution, as Hong Kong's Basic Law clearly calls for the
city's own security law. [China Daily] [Hong Kong Free
Press]

A senior Executive Council official said she was
confident about the introduction, arguing that the
city's Legislative Council is "more controllable" than it
was in 2003, in an apparent reference the Hong Kong
electoral changes of 2021, which only allow "patriots"
to enter the city's legislative body. [The Standard]

Japan: Emergency review of digital ID card
ordered

(dqgl) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has
announced that he has ordered an emergency review
of the country's ID Cards

The order came on the heels of reports of data leaks
that threaten the government push for the so-called
“My Number” card, a unique identification for all
Japanese residents, required for accessing some
government services. The government plans to use the
cards, which will also replace the health insurance
cards, in an authentication-as-a-service offering that
private businesses can use.
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According to media reports about people with similar
names obtaining cards intended for other people and
recipients finding the card links to records belonging
someone else, prompting widespread fears within the
government of identity fraud and loss of confidence in
the cards and the plan to scrap the health insurance
cards. [The Register]

In a related development, a cross-ministerial task force
has been set up tasked with overseeing a thorough
check of the system and taking action to prevent
further errors. The ministry of interior has been
instructed by Kishida to coordinate the support for
local governments that carry out the checks. [NHK]

Japan: Ruling coalition parties agree to
continue to cooperate in 2025 general
election

(dqgl) Japan's ruling coalition parties - Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) and Komeito - have dispelled
speculations over them ending their decade-long
political cooperation after confirming to work together
in all constituencies in the next 2025 general election,
with Tokyo being the only exception.

The speculations rose after Komeito last month
announced that it will not back the ruling LDP's

candidate for a Tokyo district in general election
[see AIR No. 22, May/2023, 5]. [Kyodo News]

The LDP and Komeito have been joined as a coalition
since 1998.

Japan: Court ruling on damages for
removal of hecklers former prime
minister’s speech

(dgl) A Japanese court partially reversed on June 22 a
lower court ruling for the Hokkaido government to pay
damages to two hecklers over their removal by police
from the site of a 2019 election stump speech by then
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

In their ruling the judges of the Sapporo High Court
rescinded a March 2022 order by the Sapporo District
Court to pay one of the two hecklers, Masae Osugi, JPY
330,000 (USD 2,300) while upholding the lower ruling
to award USD 8,800) for the other heckler by rejecting
an appeal by the prefectural police.
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The district court had ordered damages to be paid to
both saying that the police's actions infringed on the
plaintiffs' freedom of expression as guaranteed under
the Constitution. The high court, however, argued in
the case of Osugi that his removal was legal due to
reasonable concerns he could be hurt by others in the
crowd or pose a threat to Abe. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Export of lethal defense
equipment

(dqgl) According to an unnamed source cited by Kyodo
News, Japan’s government has told the ruling coalition
parties - the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and its
junior coalition party Komeito - in a meeting that the
export of lethal arms-equipped non-combat cars and
vessels such as surveillance vehicles and
minesweeping ships of the Self-Defense Forces are
possible under the country’'s stringent regulations on
weapons exports.

Under these principles, introduced in 2014 by then
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, exports are limited to
certain equipment types such aid transport and to
countries with which Japan has an established security
relationship.

Now it is said that the export of defense equipment
outfitted with lethal weaponry to countries, with which
it has security cooperation, is allowed in cases where
the purpose of their use is limited to rescue,
transportation, vigilance, surveillance or
minesweeping.

This indicates a shift in the position of the government
of Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, who doubles of LDP
chief, on Japan’s three principles on arms exports
under the war-renouncing Constitution amid the
ongoing war in Ukraine.

It comes as the LDP has begun discussions within the
party and with Komeito in recent weeks and months
about a potential revision of the weapon export
restrictions to relax the rules to increase support for
Ukraine [see AiR No. 24, June/2023, 2]. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Additional MCH-101 naval
helicopters to be acquired

(dqgl) The Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force
(JMSDF) will receive more MCH-101 naval helicopters in
a newly signed agreement between Leonardo, an
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Italian multinational company specializing in
aerospace, defense and security, and Japan's Kawasaki
Heavy Industries (KHI).

The service currently operates ten MCH-101s for troop
transport and mine countermeasure missions.

According to KHI, the additional helicopters will feature
the latest specifications, including an improved
avionics configuration, for increased operational
effectiveness.

The precise number of naval helicopters under order is
yet to be disclosed. [Naval News]

Mongolia: External debt decreases

(tb) Mongolia's external debt decreases by USD 330.7
million to USD 33.6 billion in the first quarter of 2023.

The total debt of the country’'s government is USD 8.2
billion. The Central Bank has a debt of USD2.1 billion of
which USD 1.5 billion are external debts from saving
institutions.

The Ministry of Finance has reported that Mongolia
successfully cleared the outstanding balance on the
Gerege bonds by the conclusion of April this year.
Financial experts predict that Mongolia will experience
the highest levels of debt payments from external
sources in the years 2023-2024. [Aki Press]

Mongolia: Investment exhibition held for
supporting climate-resilient livestock
products and bring them to the market

(tb) An investment exhibition was organized to support
climate-resilient livestock products and bring the to the
market.

The exhibition was part of the Improving the Adaptive
Capacity and Risk Management of Rural Population in
Mongolia (ADAPT) project. Government
representatives and people from the private sector
participated in the exhibition. A model for sustainable
livestock production was introduced that will be tested
in four provinces. An agreement on the use of pastures
will be implemented in the following eight months. [Aki
Press]
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North Korea: Border between Musan in
North Hamgyong Province and China's
Nanping reopened

(tms) North Korea has recently lifted the closure of the
border between the isolated region of Musan in North
Hamgyong Province and China's Nanping, which had
been put in place due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

The decision raised concerns that approximately 2,000
North Korean defectors who were previously detained
in China could now face the risk of being sent back to
North Korea through this border crossing.

Sources revealed that freight trains carrying daily
necessities started going into North Korea from China
through customs in Nanping and Musan. Some cargo
trains from the North also went to China.

In March, both North Korea and China already
resumed operations at customs houses located in
Sinuiju and Dandong situated on opposite sides of the
Apnok River. [Global Times]

The decision to reopen the border is focused on the
remote area in the rugged mountains instead of opting
for more accessible border crossings such as Hyesan
and Changbai, Wongjog-ri and Hunchun, or Onsong
and Tumen.

Human rights activists suggest that the detention
facility in Helong has undergone significant expansion.
Satellite imagery revealed the construction of a new
fence and building, replacing the previously existing
sentry post in 2019 raising concerns that around 2,000
North Korean defectors who were apprehended in
China during the lockdown may be at risk of
repatriation.

However, another possibility is that North Korea aims
to resume exporting iron ore to China from the Musan
region, which is home to one of Asia's largest iron strip
mines. [The Chosunilbo]

North Korea: Government shifts focus to
domestic tourism to boost foreign
currency earnings

(tms) The North Korean government has shifted its
focus to domestic tourism as a strategy to increase its
foreign currency earnings by encouraging tourism
within its own population and generating revenue
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internally while maintaining the closure of its borders
to foreign visitors.

Since February, the Workers' Party in North Korea
issued directives to improve prominent tourism
destinations like the Wonsan-Kalma Coastal Tourist
Zone and Yangdok Hot Spring Resort. The authorities
have begun organizing tours of these sites for staff
members from various government agencies and
businesses within the country accordingly. [Daily NK]

While the general practice is to require payment in
foreign currency, individuals are also allowed to pay in
North Korean won based on the prevailing market
exchange rate. Credit cards and mobile minutes are
accepted as alternative payment options besides cash
payments.

North Korea is, however, expected to encounter
challenges in attracting foreign tourists due to its
continued border closure and stringent quarantine
measures despite the end of COVID-19 pandemic.
[BBC]

South Korea: Opposition Democratic Party
urges all party lawmakers to give up
arrest immunity

(tms) The innovation committee of the Democratic
Party of Korea (DPK), the main opposition party, made
a request for all party legislators to provide written
assurances renouncing their immunity from arrest and
to adopt this as a policy for approving future arrest
consent motions.

Amid a string of scandals, the recently formed
committee presented these requests as part of
ongoing reform initiatives.

Under current law, lawmakers are granted legal
immunity from arrest while the parliament is in
session, and they can only be arrested with the
consent of the National Assembly. However, the
system faced criticism as it is abused to protect corrupt
politicians.

The ruling People Power Party (PPP) has also initiated a
similar campaign. PPP leader Kim Gi-hyeon also
recently proposed relinquishing this privilege as a part
of political reform endeavors. Following his proposal,
nearly all of the PPP's 113 parliamentary members
signed a pledge to renounce such privileges. [The
Korea Times] [Yonhap] [BNN]
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South Korea: New political parties to form
before general election

(tms) Two former members of the Democratic Party of
Korea are initiating the formation of new political
parties ahead of the general election in less than a
year.

The establishment of these new parties aims to appeal
to a specific group of swing voters who do not align
themselves with either the ruling conservative People
Power Party or the main opposition Democratic Party
of Korea. A recent survey reveals that approximately
30 percent of South Korean voters identify as politically
independent. [The Korea Herald]

Representative Yang Hyang-ja, a former member of the
Democratic Party who now serves as an independent
lawmaker, organized a founding convention at a
location near the National Assembly building in
Yeouido. Yang said she envisions the kind of politics
that “lead the times,” “enact change” and are “needed
by the people” during the announcement of her new

party.

Keum Tae-sup, another politician who previously
belonged to the Democratic Party and held leadership
positions for two consecutive terms, announced his
intentions to form a new party on the same day and
said he hopes to recruit “fresh talents, not
establishment insiders.”

The minor Justice Party announced that it was “re-
launching” the party in September in a bid to broaden
its coalition with other third parties.

South Korea: Arrest warrant sought
against former special counsel

(tms) Prosecutors sought an arrest warrant for former
special counsel Park Young-soo over corruption
allegations related to a contentious land development
scandal in Seongnam.

He appeared before prosecutors last week to be
questioned about the allegations. [The Korea Herald]

Park allegedly engaged in a deal to accept real estate
assets valued at 20 billion won (US$15.5 million) from
private developers in 2014 when Park held the position
of chair of the Woori Bank board of directors. The
agreement was supposedly made in exchange for
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Park's assistance in facilitating the development of
apartment complexes in Seongnam's Daejang-dong
district. The amount is suspected of being reduced to 5
billion later as the bank’s role in the project was
dismissed. [Yonhap]

The Daejang-dong scandal involving Hwacheon Daeyu
Asset Management and a limited group of private
partners gained significant media interest as the
project was initiated during the tenure of Lee Jae-
myung, who currently serves as the opposition leader,
when he held the position of mayor of Seongnam. [The
Korea Times]

South Korea: Plans to upgrade K9
howitzers approved

(tms) South Korea's defense authorities have approved
a proposal to enhance the strike capabilities of the
domestically developed K9 self-propelled howitzer to
upgrade the artillery system and strengthen its overall
effectiveness, said the state arms procurement
agency.

The Defense Project Promotion Committee granted
approval for the basic plan of the second upgrade
project for the K9 self-propelled howitzer estimated to
cost 2.36 trillion won (USD 1.81 billion), and to be
implemented by 2027, reports the Defense Acquisition
Program Administration. The "Block-I" upgrade project
seeks to automate the ammunition loading process of
the K9's main gun to reinforce its swift strike
capabilities and enhance combat efficiency.

The K9 was first introduced in 1999 and has served as
a key artillery asset for the Army and the Marine Corps
since then. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Navy selects female officers
to serve on submarines

(tms) The South Korean Navy is set to deploy women
officers on 3,000-ton submarines for the first time after
a span of 31 years since the Navy commissioned its
inaugural Jang Bogo submarine in 1993.

The Navy announced seven non-commissioned female
officers selected earlier this month among 22
applicants to serve on submarines.

Last month, the Navy also chose two commissioned
female officers, both graduates of the Naval Academy
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and currently hold the rank of captain, for submarine
missions. [Yonhap]

The selected officers will undergo training at the 909th
Training and Education Squadron under the South
Korean Navy's Submarine Force Command until early
next year before officially beginning their roles as
submarine crew members starting next year. [The
Korea Herald]

In a statement last year, the Navy cited the necessity to
address manpower shortages caused by reduced
military resources as the driving force behind the
decision to permit women to serve on submarines.
[The Korea Herald]

South Korea: Environmental impact
review clears way for US missile defense
system

(tms) The defense and environment ministries
announced that the country completed the
environmental impact assessment for a US Terminal
High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) missile defense
unit located in a southern county.

The government has been advocating for the
"normalization" of the Terminal High-Altitude Area
Defense (THAAD) battery which was originally installed
in Seongju, located 214 kilometers southeast of Seoul,
in 2017. However, its status has remained "temporary"
pending the completion of the assessment.

"Now that the environmental assessment has been
completed through cooperation between the
environment and defense ministries, we will closely
cooperate with the US side to proceed with the
(deployment) project in full reflection of the
assessment," a press release quotes an environment
ministry official.

The assessment conducted by the ministries
determined that the maximum number of
electromagnetic waves emitted from the THAAD base
is only 0.2 percent of the legal safety protection
standard indicating that the electromagnetic wave
levels from the THAAD base are well below the
accepted safety limits, providing reassurance regarding
potential health and environmental impacts. [The
Korea Herald] [Reuters]
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Taiwan: Comprehensive anti-
discrimination bill in the making

(dgl) Taiwan's legislators are set to submit a
comprehensive anti-discrimination bill to the
Taiwanese parliament by next year, as announced by
the Cabinet on June 23.

Part of the National Human Rights Action Plan
launched in May 2022 [see AIR No. 19, May/2022, 2],
the envisioned legislation will tackle flaws in the 20
different laws and target improvement for indigenous
peoples, the LGBTI community, homeless people,
migrant workers, senior citizens, women, children,
disabled individuals, refugees, and other vulnerable
groups. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: KMT Presidential candidate
reaches out to business tycoon Terry Gou

(eg) Hou You-to, the candidate of the Kuomintang,
Taiwan’s main opposition party, has said he has been
in contact with the founder of Foxconn, Terry Gou, and
thanked him for his support of the KMT.

The billionaire tycoon Terry Gou has run multiple times
to win the endorsement of the KMT to run in the
presidential election but has been unsuccessful each
time.

Critics of Hou You-yi have partly attributed his poor
polling to his poor relations with Gou. After Gou failed
to gain the KMT's endorsement, there was speculation
he would join the campaign of the third-party
candidate Ko Wen-je.

Hou has now stated his communication with Gou,
confirming that he and the KMT share the same goals
and ideals.

At the same time, the frontrunner for the presidency,
Lai Ching-te of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP), has outlined a policy to subsidize university
students.

Lai announced that his government would eliminate 50
percent of the tuition fee difference between public
and private universities, in hopes of tackling socio-
economic inequalities.

65% of Taiwanese university students attend private
universities, whose fees are often higher. The policy
will raise the amount of students receiving financial
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assistance by 473,000 to 591,000. [Taiwan News 1]
[Taiwan News 2]

Taiwan: Ruling party find for allowing
sexual harassment within own ranks

(dqgl) The Taipei labour department has issued on June
26 a fine of USD 29,000 against the Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) for permitting sexual
harassment within its ranks as well as for failing to
address the matter in a proper manner.

It its investigation, the labour department concluded
the party failed to “prevent and correct” the occurrence
of sexual harassment, adding that it also violated laws
that prohibits employers from taking any disciplinary
action against employees that submits or help others
to file complaints.

The DPP announced to accept the fine and to step up
party-internal education regarding gender equality.
[Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Aviation Unit performs live drills;
Navy to acquire second “aircraft carrier
killer”

(eg) Taiwan's Aviation Training Command recently
conducted drills at its base in Tainan to simulate
battlefield conditions.

The exercises included refuelling and arming Apache
and Kiowa helicopters during daytime and nighttime.

The drill comes amid increasing military incursions by
China, which claims Taiwan as its own territory. 223
Chinese military aircraft and 102 ships have entered
Taiwanese airspace so far this month.

At the same time, the Taiwanese Navy will receive its
second guided missile corvette next week. This vessel,
of the Tuo Chiang-class, is named the “aircraft carrier
killer”, as it carries 16 air-defence missiles, 4
supersonic anti-ship missiles and 8 regular anti-ship
missiles.

The ship, the Fu Chiang, is the third of ten to be built.
The third ship which will be received by the navy began
tests in February. [Taiwan News 1] [Taiwan News 2]
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Bangladesh: Two new political parties
registered; total number now at 42

(Im) Two new political parties have been registered
with Bangladesh'’s Election Commission.

On June 19, the Election Commission Secretariat issued
a notification that informed about the registration of
the Bangladesh Jasad political party. The party is a
breakaway from the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (National
Socialist Party of Bangladesh, JASAD), which was
formed in 1972 when it split from the Bangladesh
Chhatra League, the student wing of Bangladesh's
ruling Awami League. JASAD split again in 2016, as a
result of a dispute between Bangladesh Jasad leader
Sharif Nurul Ambia and former information minister
Hasanul Haq Inu. [Dhaka Tribune]

This week, then, the Insaniyat Biplob Bangladesh
(Humanity Revolution Bangladesh) political party
received its registration certificate from the Election
Commission Secretariat. Notably, the founding
members of the party are closely connected with the
Chattogram-based Sunni Andolan. But the leaders of
the Insaniyat Biplob party claim that it is not a religion-
based party. [Dhaka Tribune]

Both political parties were registered in response to
orders by the high court. The total number of political
parties for the upcoming general election now stands
at42.
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Bangladesh: Government to relocate
members of Bihari community

(na) During a recent parliamentary session,
Bangladesh’s state minister for housing and public
works revealed a government plan to build 5,600
residential flats in the capital, Dhaka, aiming to
rehabilitate members of the Bihari community
currently living in the Bihari camps of Mohammadpur.
The state minister emphasized the broader objective
of gradually integrating marginalized communities into
sustainable development nationwide. [The Business
Standard]

The Urdu-speaking Bihari community, originally from
Bihar in India, migrated from northeast India to what
became East Pakistan and eventually Bangladesh after
the partition of India in 1947. Despite some of their
support for Pakistan during Bangladesh’s war of
liberation in 1971, they were unable to relocate and
now reside in slum-like camps across the South Asian
nation.

Following Bangladesh’s liberation war, families were
provided with one small room in the camps, where
they continue to reside with their big families.
However, the Chief Executive of the Council of
Minorities revealed that the Urdu-speaking community
desires land allocation to build their own homes rather
than flats, taking into account their future family
needs.

Last year in March, Bangladesh'’s Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina expressed her government's commitment to
improving the lives of stranded Biharis, emphasizing
the humanitarian obligation to recognize them and to
support their future generations.

Bangladesh: Nobel laureate petitions
court seeking dismissal of labor law
violation case

(na) Nobel laureate and Bangladeshi social
entrepreneur Muhammad Yunus has submitted a writ
petition to the High Court seeking the dismissal of a
labor law violation case against his company, Grameen
Telecom. The case, filed by the Directorate of Factories
and Institutions of Dhaka in September 2021 accuses
Yunus and others of various infractions, including the
failure to grant permanent status to workers, absence
of workers' funds and welfare funds, and non-payment
of dividends.
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Earlier, on June 6, charges were framed against Yunus
and three others, initiating the trial proceedings. Prior
to the filing of this writ, on May 8, the Appellate
Division denied Dr. Yunus's request for leave to appeal
against the dismissal of the application to cancel the
labor law violation case. [Dhaka Tribune] [The Business
Standard]

Bangladesh: Ex-deputy chief of police
receives 14-year sentence in graft case

(na) A former deputy inspector general (DIG) of
Bangladesh’s police, Mizanur Rahman, has been
sentenced to 14 years in jail in a graft case, along with
his wife, younger brother, and nephew who each
received a seven-year sentence.

The case, filed by the Director of the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) in 2019, alleged that the accused
amassed illegal wealth worth roughly USD 300,000 and
concealed information about assets valued at USD
277,000. The ACC filed the charge sheet, and the court
formally charged them in 2020. [Prothom Alo]

India: 14 opposition parties eye pact for
2024 general elections; Congress-AAP deal
unlikely

(Im) At least 14 opposition parties will try to strike a
deal ahead of India’s general elections due next year -
but any pre-poll pct between the National Congress
(INC) and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) will be an uphill
task, party leaders from sides indicated on June 24.

The conflict between the INC and the AAP revolves
around an ordinance passed by India’s BJP-led central
government on May 19 to curtail the powers of the
AAP-led Delhi government over specific services.
However, while the result in Parliament's lower house
is a foregone conclusion, the chances of defeating the
bill in the upper House is still an open game.

In light of this, AAP leader Arvind Kejriwal has been
meeting various opposition parties across the country
to garner support, claiming the ordinance will destroy
the federal structure of the country. Crucially, however,
defeating the bill without the support of the INC -
which controls 31 seats in the 238-member upper
House - is almost impossible.
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It was against this backdrop that the AAP on June 24
said that unless the INC publicly denounces the
ordinance it would be “very difficult” for the party to be
part of any alliance that includes the INC. The following
day, Senior INC leader Ajay Maken told Kejriwal that
the AAP was seeking the support of his party to defeat
the ordinance but was “unabashedly ridiculing senior
leaders of the party”.

At the same time, it is also important to note that
support from the INC will not be enough to defeat the
ordinance in Parliament's upper house. Given that the
BJP-led National Democratic Alliance controls 109
lawmakers, the AAP will have to convince either the
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) or the YSRCP party to vote against
the ordinance as both have 9 lawmakers each in the
upper House. [Hindustan Times] [Hindustan

Times] [India Today]

India: Advocate for separate Sikh state
wanted by authorities shot dead in
Canada

(Im) A prominent Sikh community leader who was
wanted by Indian authorities, Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
was shot dead in Canada on June 25, in what some
members of the community say was a political
assassination, though the police have not released a
motive.

An advocate for the creation of an independent Sikh
nation carved out of areas including the Indian state of
Punjab, Nijjar was wanted by Indian authorities for
alleged terrorism offences and conspiracy to commit
murder. He had been warned by Canada’s spy agency
about threats against him, according to the World Sikh
Organisation of Canada, which said that he was
“assassinated in a targeted shooting”. It pointed to the
killings or suspicious deaths of other prominent
Khalistan activists in recent months in the United
Kingdom and Pakistan.

India has often complained to foreign governments,
including Canada, about the activities of Sikh
hardliners among the Indian diaspora who, it says, are
trying to revive the so-called Khalistan insurgency. In
March, New Delhi summoned Canada's top diplomat
after Sikh protesters gathered outside India’s
diplomatic mission in Vancouver [see AiR No. 13,
March/2023, 4]. [South China Morning Post] [The New
York Times]
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India: Crematorium fills up as heatwave
scorches northern town

(Im) A Hindu priest in India's northern state of Uttar
Pradesh says the number of bodies brought to a
crematorium has doubled over the past several days,
as more and more people are reported to have died
from heat-aggravated conditions during a blistering
heatwave. Since June 15, temperatures in the Uttar
Pradesh and eastern Bihar have soared to 45 degrees
Celsius, before clouds brought some respite on June
21. [The Straits Times]

India: Defense deals with United States
should stop opposition’s ‘crocodile tears’
over HAL, finance minister says

(Im) Against the larger backdrop of Indian Prime
Minister Modi's state visit to the United States, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has decried opposition
parties’ “crocodile tears” over the financial health of
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), a public sector
aerospace and defence company.

During Modi's visit to the US, American aircraft engine
supplier GE Aerospace announced on June 22 that it
had signed a memorandum of understanding with HAL
on the potential joint production of its F414 engines in
India. The agreement advanced GE Aerospace’s earlier
commitment to build 99 engines for the Indian Air
Force as part of the HAL Tejas Mk2 light combat
aircraft program. [The Hindu 1]

It was against this backdrop that Sitharaman told
reporters on June 25 that the F414 engines will be use
by HAL, a company about which the “Indian Opposition
often sheds crocodile tears”. In fact, in January 2019,
when Sitharaman served as Defence Minister, she had
been accused by the opposition of running the HAL to
the ground, leading her to make a statement in
Parliament that this was not the case.

In her remarks, Sitharaman also pointed out that rapid
investment in semiconductors and other technologies
was benefiting India. She said that Micron Technology,
an American producer of computer memory and
computer data storage, would set up a semiconductor
and test plan in Gujarat entailing a total investment of
USD 2.75 billion. [The Hindu 2]
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Nepal: Supreme Court directs
implementation of Amended Citizenship
Act

(na) The Supreme Court of Nepal has rescinded the
interim order on the authentication of the citizenship
amendment bill, enabling its implementation. [The
Kathmandu Post]

Previously, President Ramchandra's approval of the bill
faced constitutional challenges, leading to the apex
court's intervention through an interim order on June
4. Subsequently, protests have emerged in Nepal,
demanding citizenship rights for Nepali-born
individuals aged 16-35, highlighting the impact on
education, and employment due to lack of citizenship.

Earlier, a 25-year-old protester from Morang resorted
to self-immolation during the demonstrations on June
13. Responding to this series of events, the Hational
Human Rights Commission has emphasized that these
acts present a deeply troubling scenario for a
democratic nation such as Nepal. [The Himalayan
Times]

This Amended Citizenship Act allows citizenship by
descent for children of citizens by birth. As per this act,
Children's citizenship eligibility is based on parental
nationality, enabling children of Nepali men married to
foreign women to acquire citizenship by descent, and
those born to Nepali mothers and foreign fathers to be
eligible for naturalized citizenship, subject to state
approval. Additionally, Nepali-born children with
unidentified fathers will now be able to obtain
citizenship by descent if the mother provides a truthful
declaration. [Nepali Times]

Nepal: Supreme Court grants interim
order to uphold case against assailants of
university professor

(na) Nepal's Supreme Court on June 22 issued an
interim order preventing the government from
withdrawing the case against attackers of a university
professor. A show-cause order has been issued to the
defendants, including the Office of the Prime Minister
and the Council of Ministers, seeking an explanation
for the case withdrawal.

In October 2020, Prem Chalaune, an assistant
professor of sociology at Tribhuvan University, was
violently assaulted by members of the Nepal Students
Union, a sister organization of the Nepali Congress
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party. Despite the ongoing proceedings in the
Kathmandu District Court, the incumbent government
referred the case to the law ministry for evaluation.
Eventually, the case was forwarded to the Council of
Ministers, which earlier this month decided to
withdraw the case sub-judice. [The Himalayan Times]

It was against this backdrop that Chalaune approached
the Supreme Court seeking an annulment of the
government's decision. He also prepared to stage a
fast-unto-death in front of the district court but was
detained by police. [my Republica]

Nepal: Kathmandu mayor could face
contempt of court charge

(na) The mayor of Nepal's capital Kathmandu, Balendra
Shah, could face contempt of court charges after he
said he will not abide by the ruling of a high court that
ordered authorities not to bar the screening of Hindi
movies in the city. [The Kathmandu Post]

Previously, Shah had issued an ultimatum to the
makers of Adipurush, a movie inspired by the Hindu
epic Ramayana—urging them to remove a dialogue
stating that one of the key characters, Janaki, daughter
of India. Hindus in Nepal believe she was born in the
Nepali city of Janakpur; in light of this, Shah claimed
that allowing the film to be shown in cinemas could
harm Nepal's independence, cultural unity, and
national icons.

In response to the filmmakers' non-compliance, Shah
banned the screening of all Hindi movies within
Kathmandu Metropolitan City on June 18.
Subsequently, a petition was filed against this decision
to ban the films, leading to an interlocutory order from
the Patan High Court, instructing authorities not to
intervene in any movie approved by the censor board.

Mayor Shah, however, defied the court order, asserting
that he would disregard any law or judicial directive
affecting Nepal's sovereignty and independence which
leads to file writ petition against him.

Pakistan: President approves
appointment of chief justice

(mha) The President of Pakistan on June 21 approved
Justice Qazi Faez Isa’s appointment as the next Chief
Justice. The Ministry of Law and Justice issued a
notification regarding the appointment of Justice Qazi
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Faez Isa as the Chief Justice of Pakistan with effect
from September 17. [The News]

Pakistan: Supreme Court to hear pleas
against military courts

(mha) The Supreme Court of Pakistan on June 22 took
up identical constitutional petitions challenging the
decision of the Pakistan Army taken in the corps
commanders meeting on May 15 to try civilians
allegedly involved in the May 9 incidents in military
courts established under the Pakistan Army Act 1952.
The chief justice constituted a nine-member larger
bench, after a previous bench was dissolved following
the concerns of two senior judges.

The former Prime Minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan, former Chief Justice
of Pakistan Jawwad S Khwaja, representatives of civil
societies and others have challenged the trial of
civilians through military courts.

Some legal experts believe that the formation of the
nine-member bench by Chief Justice Bandial with
senior-most judges like Justice Isa and others for
hearing the petitions related to the highly-sensitive
matter of trial of civilians by military courts is a
welcome sign and a positive development. Besides
Justice Qazi Faez Isa, the bench also comprises other
senior judges of the Supreme Court Justice including
Sardar Tariq Masood and Justice Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah. [The News] [WION]

Pakistan: National Assembly passes bill
limiting disqualification of lawmakers to
five years

(mha) Pakistan's National Assembly passed a bill on
June 25 that limit the disqualification of lawmakers for
a period of up to five years, a move that could
potentially pave the way for former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif to return to electoral politics. [The News]

Sharif, a former three-time prime minister, was
disqualified on in 2017 by Pakistan's apex court. The
landmark ruling came after months of hearings in a
case instigated by the “Panama Papers” leaks, which
had revealed that three of Sharif's children owned
offshore companies and assets not shown in his
family's wealth statement.
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Following the verdict, Sharif was disqualified from
contesting elections or holding public office for life. The
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) led by Sharif
rejected the verdict, describing the corruption cases
against him as “politically motivated.”

The bill was introduced to Parliament's upper house
shortly after Pakistan’s incumbent Prime Minister,
Nawaz's younger brother Shehbaz Sharif, urged the
PML-N supremo to return from the United Kingdom
and lead the poll campaign of the party in the general
election and become the premier of the nation for a
record fourth time. [AiR No. 25, June/2023, 3]

Pakistan: Parliament approves revised
budget for 2023-24 to clinch IMF deal

(mha/lm) The National Assembly, the lower house of
Pakistan parliament, on June 25 approved the
government's budget for the fiscal year 2023-24, a day
after the proposal was revised to include several fiscal
tightening measures aimed at meeting the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) requirements.

Pakistan made the last-ditch effort to secure a USD 1.1
billion loan tranche from the IMF before its Extended
Fund Facility agreed in 2019 expires on June 30. The
USD 6.5 billion program has been stalled since
November. With the central bank's foreign exchange
reserves barely enough to cover a month of imports,
Pakistan is facing an acute balance-of-payment crisis,
which analysts say may spiral into a debt default if the
IMF funds do not come through.

On June 24, PM Sharif also held a meeting with IMF
Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva on the
sidelines of a global financing summit in Paris, followed
by a marathon three-days of virtual talks between the
two sides. [Arab News] [Voice of America] [Bloomberg]

Pakistan: New ‘investment facilitation’
council gives army formal seat at
economic table

(mha) Pakistan has set up a Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC) — of which the country's
army chief will be a member — to attract foreign
investment. [Arab News]

Pakistan is facing worst economic crisis, with months
of delay in securing funding from the International
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Monetary Fund (IMF). Pakistan, which is also in political
turmoil, has been caught up for months in an acute
balance of payments crisis, with its central bank’s
foreign exchange reserves dipping to as low as to
cover hardly a month of controlled imports. Inflation is
at an all-time high.

The military will have a significant role in the new body,
with the army chief being a member of its apex
committee and the army itself serving as the national
coordinator for both the apex and executive
committees. An army official will also be the director
general of the body’'s implementation committee.

A notification dated June 17 from the Prime Minister's
Office said SIFC was being set up after a meeting on
June 2 to discuss attracting investments in energy, IT,
minerals, defense and agriculture from GCC countries.
Attracting investment from friendly countries remains
one of the key goals of the SIFC. The immediate task is
to increase FDI to USD 5 billion.

The establishment of the SIFC and the inclusion of the
military in ley roles is a throwback to June 2019 when
then Prime Minister Imran Khan set up a high-powered
National Development Council (NDC) of which then
powerful army chief, was a member. It was the first
time the army had been given a formal seat at the
economic table.

Sri Lanka: Ex-President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa stalled police probe into mass
graves, report alleges

(ns/Im) In a report released last week, activists groups
alleged that former Sri Lankan President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa has tampered with police records to hamper
investigations into mass graves discovered in an area
where he was a military officer at the height of a
Marxist rebellion in 1989.

Rajapaksa was elected president in 2019 but was
forced to resign last year amid angry public protests
over the country's worst economic crisis since
independence.

The report claims that Rajapaksa in 2013, then a
powerful defence official, ordered the destruction of all
police records older than five years at police stations
after mass graves were discovered in the country's
Matale district. The mass graves were suspected to
date from the time of a violent Marxist rebellion in
1989 when Rajapaksa, as a military officer, was
involved in operations against the rebels.



Even though hundreds of remains were unearthed in
some 20 exhumations of mass graves in the past three
decades, no action has been taken to identify the
victims and return their remains to their families. Tens
of thousands of remains could still be buried in
undiscovered mass graves, according to the report. [Al
Jazeera] [The Independent]

Sri Lanka: Parliament passes bill for
establishment of Parliamentary Budget
Office

(ns/Im) Sri Lanka's parliament has passed a bill for the
establishment of a so-called Parliamentary Budget
Office which will track and forecast budgets, and
estimate the costs of election manifestos upon
request. [Economy Next]

Sri Lanka: Government lifts fuel retail
market regulations amid launching of
new contracts

(ns) The Sri Lankan government has recently lifted two
initial conditions for the suppliers of the recently
opened fuel retail market. The first amendment allows
the foreign companies selling the fuel to take the
revenue out of the country without a need to wait for
one year after the respective fuel stock importation.
The second proposition will allow the conversion of the
proceeds from the fuel sale into USD before the initial
minimum of 9 months.

Sri Lanka has opened a fuel retail market to address
foreign exchange reserves deficiency and provision of
utilities shortages. On May 22, Sri Lanka signed an
agreement with a Chinese oil supplier Sinopec, and
with US petroleum company RM Parks on June 8. Sri
Lanka has suppliers from India, China, and America to
date. [News First], [AiR No. 24, June/2023, 2]

Sri Lanka: Activists report social
repression, state surveillance

(ns) Sri Lankan activists have reported social
repression and state surveillance for their support or
any association with the Aragalaya movement of anti-
government protests. Various activists who lost their
jobs or their family members, who have their children
detained, told the media that the President’s
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administration is targeting them. Monks participating
in peaceful protests also received official charges from
authorities. [The WeeKk]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Cambodia: National Assembly’s
committee approves election law
amendments

(ns) On June 20, the Cambodian Commission on
Legislation and Justice of the National Assembly
approved a draft amendment of the election law.

The next June 23 plenary session pf the parliament will
review and can pass the new poll regulations. Prime
Minister Hun Sen announced the plans for the
legislative changes on June 14. The regulations obligate
citizens to take part in the polls or lose the right to
contest in future national elections.

Local media see the introduction of the obligation to
vote as a response to calls from political opposition
abroad to boycott elections. [Phnom Penh Post] [Air
No. 25, June/2023, 3]

Cambodia: Increasing risks of state
surveillance, Cambodian Center for
Human Rights warns

(ns) The Cambodian Center for Human Rights and
critics of the ruling party have expressed concern over
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the increasing face recognition technologies usage in
Phnom Penh as a method of surveillance against
political opponents. Political observers warned that
this development is accompanied by a comprehensive
data privacy policy in the country.

In March, Prime Minister Hun Sen awarded a USD 1
million contract to HSC Group for a governmental
facial recognition project. The group is owned by
Okhna, which has also done surveillance systems
projects for the Interior Ministry of Cambodia.

The HSC Group has developed City Security System - a
CCTV network in Phnom Penh public spaces that uses
software for tracking crimes and monitoring suspicious
behavior.

The Cambodian Interior Ministry, which ordered the
City Security System, published a new strategic plan on
cybercrime/security and the provision of public
services on June 12. China installed CCTV cameras in
Phnom Penh for approximately USD 3 million in 2015.
[Biometric Update] [Voice of America] [Air No. 25,
June/2023, 3]

Cambodian: Battambang provincial
administration denies Sangke River
encroachment allegations

(ns) On June 20, the Battambang Provincial
Administration rejected the statement of the activist
group Mother Nature Cambodia that some authority
figures are linked to the encroachment on the Sangke
River by dumping soil into it to build private
infrastructure.

The Administration’s statement called the statement
misleading and intended to undermine the officials
ahead of the July 23 general election.

The activist group published its statement on the
historic Sangke River encroachment on June 19, saying
that the Provincial Administration shouldn't have
overlooked that matter. Battambang officials argued
that this construction method doesn't abstract water
flow but guards against erosion during the rainy
season. [Phnom Penh Post]

Earlier in April, Cambodian journalists also published
an article on the collapse of houses on the riverside in
the Kandal Province due to the ongoing send dredging
practices. The Kandal Provincial Disaster Management
Secretariat responded to the accident by suggesting
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that the residents had built their houses too close to
the riverbanks [see AIR No 18, May/2023, 1].

Indonesia: Pandemic emergency status
revoked

(ys) The Indonesian government has revoked the
national emergency status of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The decision was made after a reduction of daily cases
to close to zero and nearly 100 percent of Indonesians
had of antibodies.

Indonesians are now allowed to be mask-free indoors
and outdoors, including inside public transportation,
but the government advises mask-wearing for those
unwell.

With the emergency status revoked, the Covid-19 task
force is disbanded and the citizens will have to pay for
vaccines and treatment, whereas previously the
government fully funded the treatment. [The Jakarta
Post]

Indonesia: KPK Investigates allege
corruption within the agricultural
ministry

(ys) The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) is
conducting an investigation into the Agricultural
Ministry for alleged corruption. KPK has previously
summoned Minister Syahrul Yasin Limpo for
questioning, but Syahrul failed to appear stating an
official business trip to India as the reason.

Syahrul was finally questioned by the KPK this week.
He is a member of the National Democratic Party
(NasDem), which makes him another NasDem member
to be named by KPK after previously Johnny G Plate
was named a suspect in a graft scandal.

The news might further tarnish the reputation of
NasDem, although the party still gives support to the
investigation. [Kompas, in Bahasa Indonesia] [The
Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Vice President urges
investigation on a religious school

(ys) After the allege sacrilegious teachings in an Islamic
boarding school in West Java, Al Zaytun, garnered
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public protest, the Vice President urges the
Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal and Security
Affairs and the Indonesian Ulema Council (MUI) to
investigate the school. The VP stated that the
government will take into consideration very religious
organizations' opinions. Meanwhile, the West Java
administration is launching its own investigation on the
boarding school that currently enrolls over 5,000
students. Other than allege sacrilegious practices, an
investigation conducted in 2002 found that the
founder of the school was affiliated with the
Indonesian Islamic State (NIl) movement, an
organization that seeks to create an Islamic state in
Indonesia. The founder has since denied the
accusation. [Kompas, in Bahasa Indonesia] [The Jakarta
Post]

Indonesia: Former TNl commander named
as Ganjar's potential running mate

(ys) The recently retired former commander of the
Indonesian Military (TNI), Andika Perkasa, has been
named as Ganjar Pranowo’s potential running mate.

Ganjar will be running in the 2024 presidential election
for the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP).
The daughter of the party’s chairwoman stated that
Andika is on her list of potential vice presidents for
Ganjar.

Andika, a Harvard graduate, is the son-in-law of the
former National Intelligence Agency (BIN) chief. The
four-star general is famed for his progressive thinking
inside the military and widened the annual bilateral
joint military exercise with the United States, Garuda
Shield, to be a multilateral joint military exercise, Super
Garuda Shield, starting last year. [The Jakarta Post]

Lao PDR: National Assembly’s 5th
ordinary session scheduled to commence
on june 26

(ws) The National Assembly (NA) of Laos will hold its
5th ordinary session from June 26 to July 18. The
primary focus of the session will be on discussing
economic issues and drafting laws in response to the
various challenges that have been impacting the
economy and people's livelihoods, including the
depreciation of the local currency, and high inflation.
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The government will present reports on the
implementation of the National Socio-economic
Development Plan, budget, and monetary plans for the
first half of the year as well as the outlook for the
second half of the year. [Vientiane Times]

Lao PDR: Only Kip for payment in Golden
Triangle SEZ to be accepted

(ws) Businesses operating in the Golden Triangle
Special Economic Zone (SEZ) will be mandated to only
accept payments in the local currency, Lao Kip, starting
from June 26.

For many years, the Chinese Yuan and Thai Baht have
been widely used for transactions within the zone. This
decision comes as one of the responses to the
depreciation of Kip introduced by the newly
established Foreign Currency Control Department

[see AR, No. 23, June/2023, 1]

Under the new regulations, businesses will be required
to prominently display a sign stating "Accept Lao Kip
Only" for all payment transactions. Failure to comply
will result in penalties in the form of fines, and their
licenses may also be revoked. [Laotian Times]

Malaysia: Rohingya refugees also have a
right to education, says higher education
minister

(ccf) On June 20, higher education minister Mohamed
Khaled Nordin dismissed political backlash against the
admission of Rohingya refugees to Institutes of Higher
Learning (IPT) in Malaysia. He disagreed that the
admissions posed any threat to the country's
sovereignty.

He commented that Malaysia's status as a civilized
country means that it is expected to help refugees. He
then affirmed that everyone, including refugees, has a
right to education.

On June 19, it was also announced that the
International Islamic University of Malaysia (IlUM)
would offer places for qualified, Rohingya refugees.
The minister clarified that the refugees' education
would be sponsored by a US 50 million donation from
the Qatar Fund for Development.
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The donation comes from Qatar's pledge to financially
support Rohingya refugees in Malaysia through
humanitarian projects. [Malay Mail] [UNHCR]

Malaysia: Sabah announces its anti-party
hopping law

(ccf) On June 15, Sabah gazetted its new anti-party
hopping law. The law will put an end to the state's
culture of party hopping which has caused the rise and
downfall of past administrations.

An anti-party hopping law is designed to stop elected
representatives who campaigned and secured a seat
under one political party from hopping over to another
political party. [The Star]

Sabah's adoption follows the steps of the Dewan
Negara, the upper house of Malaysia's parliament,
which passed the Anti-Hopping Law (AHL) in July 2022.
The landmark bill was promulgated in response to
mass defections that caused the collapse of the
Pakatan Harapan (PH) government in 2020. [The Straits
Times]

Malaysia: Unchecked "Little Napoleons”
can stall Sabah's progress, warns deputy
chief minister

(ccf) Sabah's Deputy Chief Minister Dr Jeffrey Kitingan
warns that "Little Napoleons" in Sabah's government
branches ultimately threaten the implementation of

Sabah Maju Jaya initiatives.

Kitingan explained that "Little Napoleons" tend to
excessively enforce regulations which discourages
potential investors. If left unchecked, this will
undermine the state's progress.

Chief Minister Hajiji Moor warned that departments
are being closely monitored and any obstructive
behavior will be swiftly handled. He also emphasized
that government officials should adopt an investment-
friendly approach, free of bureaucratic obstacles. [The
New Straits Times]

Launched in March 2021, the Sabah Maju Jaya
Development Plan (SMJ) seeks to improve the state's
economic sectors of agriculture, industry, and tourism,
develop human capital, and build green infrastructure
and sustainability networks. [Bizt+Leisure]
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Malaysia: Unity government faces key
test in upcoming state polls

(ccf) The Unity government, a coalition between long-
time rivals Pakatan Harapan (PH) and Barisan Nasional
(BN), will face off against the Perikatan Nasional (PN) in
state elections for Kedah, Kelantan, Terengganu,
Penang, Selangor, and Negri Sembilan.

The results of these contests in August will reveal the
level of support for Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim'’s
Unity government and affect future policy direction.
[South China Morning Post]

PN, the second largest coalition in Malaysia's lower
house of parliament, intends to contest all 245 seats in
the upcoming state elections. Political analysts
anticipate the PN to win the rural Malay vote in
Kelantan, Terengganu, and Kedah.

UMNO, a party under the BN coalition, will likely
square off against the PN in the rural areas. However,
it is unclear if they can win against the PN for the rural
Malay vote given dissatisfaction over their alliance with
the PH. [The Star] [Malaysia Now 1]

Meanwhile, the Anwar-led coalition is expected to
successfully defend the highly urbanized states of
Selangor and Penang as well as Negeri Sembilan.
Although, analysts warn that losing a state or even a
reduced vote share can undermine confidence in the
Unity government.

To avoid a free-for-all situation during the elections,
seat allocations between the PH and BN are set to be
concluded after July 1. [Malaysia Now 2] [Bernama]

Malaysia: Meta gets taken to court over
‘undesirable content’

(j) Malaysia's Communications and Multimedia
Commission (MCMC) is set to initiate legal proceedings
against Meta, Facebook’s parent company, due to the
presence of “undesirable content” on its platform.

The MCMC has stated that this legal action is necessary
to ensure accountability in cybersecurity and enhance
consumer protection. As Meta has not been
cooperative in removing the content despite MCMC's
requests, the organization concluded that legal action
was warranted.
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According to the Malay Mail, Meta has acknowledged
and taken action against more than 600 accounts
associated with the Royal Malaysian Police across all its
social network platforms for violating the policy against
coordinated inauthentic behavior. [CNA]

Malaysia: Decriminalizing suicide
attempts in support of victims

(jly Malaysia’'s Upper House of Parliament has recently
passed the Mental Health (Amendment) Bill 2023,
marking the third bill aimed to decriminalize suicide
attempts. This move follows the approval of two
related bills the previous day.

The primary objective of the new bill is to empower
crisis intervention officers granting them the authority
to forcefully enter premises when necessary to rescue
individuals attempting suicide. The focus of the bill is
to rescue individuals attempting suicide and to shift
the approach from criminalization to treating
attempted suicide. [CNA]

Under the proposed amendment, individuals at risk
will be evaluated within 24 hours by the government
psychiatric hospitals or designated private facilities,

rather than facing arrest.

The passing of these bills represent an important step
in addressing mental health concerns and promoting
greater understanding and support for individuals
facing such challenges in Malaysia.

Previously, attempting suicide in Malaysia could lead to
imprisonment, fines, or both, as a result of laws
inherited from British colonial times. This legislative
shift reflects the federal government's efforts to
destigmatize mental health issues in the country.
[Malay Mail]

Myanmar: Hoteliers in Yangon and other
major cities sell their properties

(wn) Due to the effects of COVID-19, and domestic
political unrest, hoteliers are selling their properties in
Yangon and other major cities. The situation forced
hoteliers to sell their hotels to repay loans.

Realtor Luxury House advertised the sale of 27 hotels
worth between 300 million and six billion Kyats last
month on its Facebook page. Many hoteliers took bank
loans, and their interests increased during the
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pandemic. Later, the situation became worse after the
military coup since it kept international visitors away
from Myanmar.

Since 2022, half of the five-star hotels have been
forced to close or to be sold. [[rrawaddy]

Myanmar: Surrender of regime troops

(dgl) Several dozen Myanmar regime troops, among
them battalion commanders, have reportedly
surrendered on June 23 to the cNational Unity
Government (NUG) and anti-regime resistance groups
in southeastern Kayah State close to the Thai border.

This marks the largest surrender since the civil war
broke out in 2021. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Entry to town in Sagaing
restricted

(dqgl) Ye-U and Tabayin township residents in Sagaing
Region are suffering serious hardship following an
order of the military regime which was issued last
week, and which bars them from entering Ye-U town
unless they possess a recommendation letter from
local authorities. To obtain such a letter, residents
must pay 10,000 kyats (USD 4) to policemen and Ye-U
town administrators.

Ye-U town is where thousands of residents from
around 50 villages in both townships travel to
purchase goods and sell them in the surrounding
area.

Ye-U is among those townships in Sagaing where rural
areas are controlled by people’s defense forces (PDFs),
while regime troops control only the town. [The
[rrawaddy]

Myanmar: Why Myanmar junta leader
failed to establish an industrial nation

(ha) Myanmar small and medium sized industries
(MSME), which are important in the development of
Myanmar's industry, are now facing many difficulties.
Even before the coup, MSME struggled due to the
scarcity of quality workers and lack of investment.
After the coup, the situation of MSME has worsened
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due to lack of energy, high foreign exchange rate,
suspension of international financial aid and end of
foreign investment in the country.

The Myanmar military junta leader said that his
country’s economic policy will promote the
development of MSMEs at a state level meeting on the
economy. In his speech, he said that the country's
economy had declined due to the economic policy
mistakes of the prvious civilian government, adding
that he would do his best to help MSMEs develop
during his time. However, after more than two years of
coup, Myanmar's economy and MSMEs have reached
their lowest point.

In the world bank’s report released in July 2022, it was
said that Myanmar's economic progress has stopped
and there is a risk of reversal under the current
administration. An analyst who focuses on the
economic policies in Myanmar said that the Myanmar
economy has been severe affected by the MSMEs
crisis, and the rulers are only claiming that the
economy has been affected by the resistance forces. In
other words, he has nothing more to offer than any
promises and any excuses. [Myanmar Now]

Philippines: Senator proposes raising WPS
issues to the UN General Assembly

(ccf) On June 19, Senator Risa Hontiveros filed Senate
Resolution No. 659 requesting the Philippines’
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) to sponsor a
resolution before the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) regarding China's actions in the West
Philippine Sea (WPS), the official designation by the
government of the Philippines to the parts of the South
China Sea that are included in the country's exclusive
economic zone.

Despite a Hague ruling in 2016 that sided with the
Philippines and dismissed China’s claims to the WPS,
Hontiveros argued that China continues to harass
Filipino fisherfolk and vessels in the WPS. All of which
has jeopardized the country’s fishing industry. [CNN]
[ABS-CBN News]

She elaborated that elevating the country’'s concerns to
the UNGA could garner support from the international
community and potentially halt China’s actions in the
WPS. Adopted UNGA resolutions are non-binding but
bear considerable political weight and can reflect the
will of the international community. [Philstar.com]
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Fellow senators Juan Edgardo Angara and Joseph Victor
Ejercito have supported the proposal. Angara
cautioned that the Philippines should still try
diplomatic overtures with China where possible.
Whereas, Ejercito believed that China's continued
refusal to heed the Philippines’ concerns leaves the
country little choice but to raise its issues to the UNGA.
[Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Government allocates
funding to support Filipino fisherfolk in
the WPS

(ccf) The government has allocated up to PHP 80
million (over USD 1.4 million) worth of livelihood for
fisherfolk affected by the West Philippine Sea (WPS)
dispute. The project seeks to improve the output and
productivity of the fisheries. [Palawan News]

Through the LAYAG project, the government has
disbursed boats, fishing gear, and other equipment to
fisherfolk living on the Kalayaan Islands. It will also
provide fuel subsidies for municipal and commercial
fishing boats. Other regions, such as Central Luzon, the
llocos region, and Mimaropa, will also be served by the
project. [Philippine News Agency]

The Kalayaan Islands are part of the Spratly Islands
and under the jurisdiction of Palawan province, an
archipelagic province on the western edge of the
Philippines. The sovereignty of the Spratly Islands is
the subject of an ongoing dispute between China and
the Philippines.

Philippines: PH retains top tier status in
combating human trafficking, according
to US report

(ccf) The Philippines has retained its Tier 1 ranking in
the 2023 United States' Trafficking in Persons (TIP)
report for the eighth year in a row. The Philippines,
Singapore, and Taiwan are the only Asian countries to
receive a Tier 1 ranking in the report. [2023 TIP Report,
R. 83]

Top tier status is assigned to countries who actively
combat trafficking and comply with the minimum
standards for eliminating human trafficking. This
includes legislation of anti-trafficking laws, proactive
victim identification measures, the provision of
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healthcare and aid to trafficked persons, and victim
protection efforts. [Inquirer.net]

The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) attributed the
Philippines’ top tier status to its collaborations with
civil society actors and international partners to curb
human trafficking. These joint efforts recently
uncovered Southeast Asian scam rings that targeted
Filipinos and forced them to work under appalling
conditions. [Philippine News Agency] [Manila Bulletin]

Philippines: Quezon City launches
program to help LGBTQIA+ couples make
health decisions

(ccf) On June 24, the Quezon City government
introduced its Right to Care Card for LGBTQIA+
couples. The card will be linked to a notarized,
digitalized Special Power of Attorney (SPA) document.
The SPA grants the cardholder’s partner the ability to
make medical decisions on their behalf. [Quezon City
Government]

Joy Belmonte, mayor of the northeastern city in Metro
Manila, emphasized that the city values and cares for
all its residents regardless of their sexual orientation.
The card program is scheduled to begin in three
hospitals; the Quezon City General Hospital,
Novaliches District Hospital, and Rosario Maclang
Bautista General Hospital.

Thereafter, the city government will liaise with other
public and private hospitals in the area. [GMA
Integrated News]

Nationwide, LGBTQIA+ members still face social,
economic, and educational discrimination. However,
this initiative is a landmark development in queer
Filipinos' fight for equal rights, challenging the
common practice of denying LGBTQIA+ couples the
right to make crucial medical decisions for their
hospitalized partners. [Pulitzer Center]

Singapore: First LGBTQ rally since gay sec
decriminalization

(tb) After the decriminalization of gay sex, Singapore
held its first annual “Pink Dot” LGBTQ rally on June 24,
2023.
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In the previous year, Singapore's parliament revoked a
law inherited from the British colonial era that
criminalized sexual relations between men, punishable
by a maximum prison term of two years. However, this
law has not been actively enforced since then.
Simultaneously, lawmakers also approved a
constitutional amendment to reinforce the current
definition of marriage as a union between a man and a
woman.

Pink Dot is the leading LGBTQ advocacy group in
Singapore. In 2009, the group started annual the gay
rights rally. The participants of the rally gathered in a
downtown park where protests are allowed with a
police permit. [Japan Times] [Malay Mail]

Singapore: Terrorist groups increasingly
target youth, warns deputy prime
minister

(tb) Singapore's Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong
said in a speech on June 21, 2023, that terrorist groups
increasingly target the youth.

Terrorist groups like ISIS and Al-Qeade have developed
greater proficiency in utilizing digital platforms, such as
social media, music streaming sites, and gaming
platforms, to disseminate propaganda and encourage
their followers to carry out attacks. Especially the youth
is targeted on these platforms. [CNA]

In the speech, he also added that Singapore
successfully reintegrated almost 90 percent of 140
Singaporeans that were part of a terrorist organization,
referring to a program for rehabilitation and
reintegration of former members of the terrorist
organization Jemaah Islamiah (JI) that was conducted in
partnership with the Singaporean Muslim community.
[The Strait Times]

Thailand: Move Forward, Pheu Thai to
resolve house speaker dispute this week

(aj) After a month and a half on deliberating the
coveted position of house speaker, the election winner
Move Forward Party (MFP) and the runner-up Pheu
Thai Party (PTP) agreed to resolve the issue at a bloc
meeting on June 28, according to MFP secretary-
general Chaitawat Tulathon. Following Thailand’s May
14 general election, the tussle for speaker of the house
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between the MFP and PTP began nearly as soon as the
MFP finalized its eight-party coalition with PTP.

The speaker of the house is an influential position in
the lower house of parliament by representing the
majority, overseeing meetings, and setting the house's
agenda. MFP argues that their party should secure the
speaker post, which MFP views as necessary to deliver
their campaign promises. PTP, on the other hand,
believes that MFP would have a stronger claim to the
job if MFP won by a landslide. However, with MFP
scoring only ten more seats than PTP's 141, PTP
believes the positions held by the bloc should be more
divided among coalition partners [see AiR No. 22,
May/2023, 5, AiR No. 23, June/2023, 1, and AiR No. 25,

=

June/2023, 3].

In the lead-up to the June 28 bloc meeting, PTP will
hold an executive meeting the day before on their
stance regarding the house speaker position. [Thai
Enquirer] [Thai PBS World 1] [Thai PBS World 2]

Thailand: Dates of new parliamentary
session and government formation

(nk) Following the endorsement of the general election
results by the Election Commission (EC) on June 19,
Thailand's new parliamentary session is set to
commence with an official opening ceremony on July 3,
with His Majesty the King presiding over the event at
the parliament building. [AIR No. 25, June/2023, 3]
[Thai PBS]

According to Wissanu Krea-ngam, Deputy Prime
Minister, the election of the prime minister is
contingent upon the decision of the Speaker of the
House, with an expected date of July 13. If all goes as
planned, the appointment of the new cabinet is
projected to take place on July 21. The cabinet
members will subsequently take the oath of allegiance
towards the end of July. While these dates adhere to
the legal time frames, the exact schedule is yet to be
specified, as it rests with the Speaker of the House.
[Khaosod in Thai]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party's call for
outgoing Thai prime minister to vacate
official residence faces obstacles

(nk) The Pheu Thai Party has called on Prime Minister
General Prayut Chan-o-cha to move out of his official
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residence, known as "Ban Luang," once his term ends.

However, Prayut, who has been living in the residence
for over a decade, has rejected their request. He cited

security reasons and stated that he would only leave if
the Army changes its regulations.

The Constitutional Court ruled in 2020 that Prayut
could continue residing in the Ban Luang residence,
highlighting the clear regulations of the Royal Thai
Army and the necessity of providing such
accommodations to the country's leaders for effective
administration.

While Prayut is not obligated to vacate his army
housing after his caretaker prime minister status ends,
there is a possibility that the new defense minister and
cabinet could modify the army rules to remove him,
according to former EC commissioner Somchai
Srisutthiyakorn.

This potential avenue for change adds an additional
layer of uncertainty to the situation, leaving the fate of
Prayut's continued occupancy in the official residence
unresolved. [The Nation] [Twitter]

Thailand: Korn Chatikavanij resigns as
Chart Pattana Kla Party leader

(aj) In a Twitter post made on June 25, Chart Pattana
Kla Party leader Korn Chatikavanij announced his
resignation from the position as party leader.

In last month’s general election, Chart Pattana Kla won
two seats in the House of Representatives and was
gunning to be in the MFP-led coalition, which was a
decision reversed by the MFP after receiving backlash
from the reformist party’s support base, disagreeing
with Chart Pattana Kla's rather conservative platform.

Korn stated in the social media post that his reason for
resignation is to focus more on family. A successor for
the position of party leader in Chart Pattana Kla has
not been announced yet.

Korn has been involved in Thai politics since 2004,
elected as an MP for the Democrat Party in 2005 and
served the 2008 - 2011 Abhisit Vejjajiva government as
its finance minister due to his background in banking.
In January 2020, Korn left the Democrat Party to form
and lead the Kla party. He then joined the Chart
Pattana Party in September 2022 and became its party
leader a month later, renaming the party as Chart
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Pattana Kla. [Bangkok Post] [Korn Chatikavanij, Twitter,
in Thai]

Thailand: Farmers rally to shut down toxic
mine

(aj) In the Thai northeastern province of Nakhon
Ratchasima, about 150 farmers rallied to demand the
closure of a mine reportedly discharging toxic
wastewater into agricultural waterways.

The potash mine in question is operating under Thai
Kali Co., which is a major domestic mining company.

Farmers allege that the high salinity from the mine
runoff is affecting farmland, leading to fewer harvests
of rice, the dominant agricultural product in the region.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Thai MP defends student mock
referendum amid separatist allegations

(nk) According to the Patanian Student Movement or
Pelajar Bangsa, a student movement campaigning for
peace in the southernmost provinces of Thailand,
issued a statement during a public forum at Prince of
Songkhla University in Pattani province that called for
“Patani nationhood" and “self-determination” [AiR No.
24, June/2023, 2]

Kannavee Suebsang, the secretary-general of the Fair
Party, addressed accusations of supporting separatism
in Thailand's deep south following a student seminar
where a simulated referendum on regional separation
was held. The mock referendum triggered a complaint
leading to a probe by the Election Commission.

Kannavee clarified that while his party supports
freedom of expression, they do not endorse regional
separation as it violates the Constitution. He pledged
to use his position to protect the rights of Patani
students and vowed to take legal action against
anyone making baseless accusations against his

party.

Kannavee also criticized the move as an attempt to
hinder the formation of a government by the Move
Forward-led coalition, of which the Fair Party is a part.
[The Nation]
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Thailand: Military advises to avoid
northern Mae Hong Son province

(aj) The Thai military issued a warning on June 23 in the
far northern province of Mae Hong Son, advising
people to avoid the province's shared border with
Myanmar.

Since the outbreak of Myanmar's civil war in 2021,
refugees from the war-torn country have sought safety
in neighboring Thailand, including the latest 4,800
refugees residing in Mae Hong Son. The Thai-Myanmar
Border Command Center, a military outpostin
Thailand's north, made the warning advisory and is
monitoring the conflict aerially with the assistance of
the Royal Thai Air Force.

Most of the refugees that escaped Myanmar's conflict
are elderly people, women, and children. Provincial
authorities and the Red Cross have been providing
humanitarian assistance to the Myanmar refugees,
including healthcare services to treat malaria.

Mae Hong Son’s governor, Chettha Mosikkharat,
maintains that Thailand is neutral in Myanmar's
internal affairs, but will not hesitate to offer aid to
those that seek refuge in his province. [Bangkok Post
1] [Bangkok Post 2] [Thai PBS World 1] [Thai PBS World
2]

Timor-Leste's first female parliament
president sworn in

(nk) Timor-Leste's new parliament took office on June
22 with Maria Fernanda Lay, representing the National
Congress for Timorese Reconstruction (CNRT), making
history as the country's first female President of the
National Parliament.

This appointment underscores Timor-Leste's
dedication to combating gender inequality. Opposition
parties, such as Frente Revolucionaria de Timor-Leste
Independente (FRETILIN) and Kmanek Haburas
Unidade Nasional Timor Oan (KHUNTO), expressed
their approval of Lay's election, emphasizing the
significance of women's empowerment and their vital
role in the nation's progress.

FRETILIN and KHUNTO pledged to serve as
constructive opposition parties, actively supporting
programs that address the needs of the people and
the state.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-qi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-qi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-qd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-qh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-qk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-qk/

The inaugural session of the 65-seat parliament
witnessed Lay assuming her role as House speaker for
the 2023-2028 term, garnering strong support from
her fellow MPs. [TATOLI 1] [TATOLI 2]

Vietnam: Dak Lak armed attack
connected to terrorists in the US

(km) According to the head of the Department of
Homeland security at the Ministry of Public security
said that the armed attack two government
headquarters in Dak Lak Province earlier this month
that killed nine people [see AiR No. 25, June/2023, 3] is
linked to terrorists based in the US.

74 suspects had been arrested as of June 20, with the
police continuing to hunt suspects. [VnExpress
International]

Vietham: Development budget were
approved in National Assembly

(km) The National Assembly approved the budget on
tasks and projects under the Socio-Economic Recovery
and Development program on June 22.

More than VND 13.3 trillion (USD 568 million) is
allocated for the period from 2021 to 2025, largely for
infrastructure projects. [viethamnews.vn]

Vietham: Former Deputy Foreign Minister
on bribery trial

(km) The Hanoi People’s Court announced on jun 22
that former Deputy Foreign Minister To Anh Dung and
53 other accomplices will stand to trial on July 11.

He is accused of bribery worth USD 914,000 in the
context of the arrangements of Covid-19 repatriation
flights. [VnExpress International]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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Japn-G7: Foreign ministers confirm
cooperation on China-related issues

(dqgl) At the meeting, hosted by Japan on June 21 in
London on the sideline of a conference for Ukraine's
recovery, the G7 foreign ministers reaffirmed their
intention to cooperate on issues related to China.

The meeting - the third foreign ministers’ meeting
under Japan's G7 presidency this year - came on the
heels of the visit of US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken on June 18-19. Blinken briefed his G7
counterparts on what he had discussed with President
Xi Jinping, Foreign Minister Qin Gang, and Director of
the CCP Central Foreign Affairs Office.

Chairing the meeting and referring to Blinken's visit to
Beijing, during which the US and China agreed to keep
communication channel open, Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi reiterated the importance
of establishing constructive and stable relations with
China through dialogue that shall also be used to
directly communicate with Beijing the G7 ministers'
concerns.

A joint statement issued at the G7 leaders’ summit in
Hiroshima in May similarly expressed strong
opposition against any unilateral attempts to change
the status quo by force or coercion in the East and
South China seas while also reassuring the G7's
readiness to cooperate with China to tackle global
challenges.

During the meeting in London, Hayashi further
reminded his counterparts of the two ballistic missiles
North Korea launched on June 15 that fell in Japan's
exclusive economic zone, calling them “absolutely
unacceptable,” and a violation of UN Security Council
resolutions. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] [NHK]

In a latest development, the Japanese government
released a white paper on June 27 in which it warned
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of “crisis of division,” the global economy amid

an intensifying Sino-US war on technology, adding that
a severe economic decoupling between democratic
and autocratic states would harm both sides. At the
same time, it called for rebuilding a rules-based trade
order, and fostering resilience in supply chains, as well
as deepening cooperation with developing and
emerging countries collectively called the Global South
to restore confidence in the global economy. [Kyodo
News]

Meanwhile, in a separate G7 meeting, held on June 24
in Nikko, Japan, the gender equality ministers of
Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the
United States as well as of the European Union
discussed women's empowerment.

In their joint statement, the ministers demanded,
among others, women'’s representation in executive
and managerial positions to be supported and
increased and called for a correction of wage gaps
between men and women through the promotion of
flexible working styles as well as pay policies that are
equitable and transparent pay policies. [Gender
Equality Bureau Cabinet Office, Japan] [Nikkei Asia]

Japan-US, Philippines: Countries agree to
intensify trilateral security activities

(ccf) The Philippines, United States (US), and Japan
have agreed to increase trilateral maritime exercises in
the disputed West Philippine Sea (WPS) as well as
deepen military cooperation in humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief.

Earlier this month, the countries held their first-ever
joint coast guard drills in the WPS. While officials from
these countries did not single out a particular country,
it is assumed that the maritime exercises are directed
against China's actions in the disputed

WPS. [Inguirer.net 1] [AIR No. 22, May/2023, 5]

The three parties also affirmed their commitment to
sustaining free and open maritime order. Japan plans
to send military aid as well as organize joint disaster
relief operations in the Philippines. This is intended to
secure the Philippines’ defense and boost its military
readiness. [GMA Integrated News] [Nikkei Aisa]

These developments have been noticed by the Chinese
government. During a meeting between US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken and Chinese President Xi
Jinping on June 19, China asked for the US to respect
its legitimate rights and interests, particularly its right
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to development. This could be interpreted as a
reference to China's claims in the WPS. [Inquirer.net 2]

Key ASEAN members forgo Thai-hosted
Myanmar talks

(ccf) Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, and Vietham have
declined Thailand's invitation for informal, regional
talks with Myanmar's military junta on June 19.

Only two countries from ASEAN, Cambodia and Laos,
intended to send representatives.

Thailand has been pushing the regional grouping to
fully re-engage with Myanmar's generals, who have
been barred from senior-level ASEAN meetings since
seizing power in 2021. Thailand's caretaker
government believes that the informal talks will
support regional efforts to curb the violence in
Myanmar. [Reuters]

However, key ASEAN members are steering clear of
these high-level talks. Singapore's foreign minister,
Vivian Balakrishnan, deemed it “premature” to engage
with Myanmar’s military junta. The Malaysian
government'’s statement even implied that these
informal talks would undermine ASEAN's existing
peace process and overall unity. Although the
Philippines did not respond to the invitation, it is
perceived as pursuing a similar policy. [Aljazeera]

Detractors, including the opposition party and civil
society groups in Myanmar, have lambasted Thailand
for attempting to legitimize the military government
and undermining the terms of ASEAN's “five-point
consensus”. Two of the points specified an immediate
end to violence in Myanmar and starting a constructive
dialogue among all parties. Thus far, the junta has
failed to meet both points. [South China Morning Post]
[Bangkok Post]

World aware that India’s ‘topmost priority
is peace’, Modi says of New Delhi’s stance
on Ukraine war

(Im) Ahead of his state visit to Washington, Indian
Prime Minister Modi told the Wall Street Journal that his
country’s stance on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has
not faced widespread criticism in the United States. He
also said that India’s “top-most priority” in the war “is
peace” as the South Asian giant moves to secure what
Modi described as its rightful place on the world stage.
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To the dismay of the US, India has remained neutral in
the Ukraine war. And while New Delhi has not offered
Moscow any direct assistance, it has increased its trade
with Moscow to record levels, driven largely by imports
of Russian oil.

Aside from his remarks on the war in Ukraine, Modi
also said that India’s ties with China could only
progress if there was peace on the border between the
two Asian giants.

Furthermore, the Indian leader called for changes to
global institutions like the United Nations to adapt
them for an increasingly "multipolar world order", and
make them more representative of the world's less-
affluent countries. India would like to be a permanent
member of the Security Council, he said.

[Reuters] [South China Morning Post] [The Wall Street
Journal]

Pakistan Army deploying China-made
howitzer gun along Line of Control, India
says

(Im) The Pakistan Army has deployed several SH-15, a
155 mm/52 caliber wheeled self-propelled howitzer
gun, along the military control line between the Indian-
and Pakistani-controlled parts of Kashmir, the so-called
Line of Control, New Delhi claims. [The Hindu]

In 2019, Pakistan signed a contract with China North
Industries Group Corporation Limited (Norinco) for the
delivery of 236 SH-15s. The first batch was delivered in
January 2022, and the Pakistan Army unveiled the SH-
15 howitzer during the Pakistan Day parade held in
Islamabad in March. The second batch of 56 SH-15s
was delivered in May.

Afghanistan says its ready to mediate
talks between Islamabad, Pakistani
Taliban

(mha) Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers have said they are
ready to negotiate talks between Pakistan’s
government and the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) militant group, if Islamabad requested
the mediation. [Arab News]

Relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan have
been strained lately, mainly due to border skirmishes
and a sharp rise in militant attacks by the TTP, which
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Islamabad says has been emboldened by the Afghan
Taliban takeover of Kabul in August 2021. Attacks by
the TTP, a separate group but allied with the Afghan
Taliban, have risen since the militant group unilaterally
called off a fragile truce with the Pakistani government
last November.

Officials in Islamabad have since repeatedly said Kabul
was not doing enough to counter the activities of the
TTP, many of whose commanders and soldiers fled to
neighboring Afghanistan after the Pakistan military
launched a series of operations against the group'’s
stronghold, North Waziristan, starting in 2014.

World Economic Forum publishes new
report on global gender gap

(na/lm) The World Economic Forum (WEF) last week
published a new version of its report on the global
gender gap index - a measurement of gender parity in
146 countries across the realms of the economy,
politics, health and education. Overall parity has
improved by 4.1 percentage points since the WEF
launched the index in 2006. [World Economic Forum]

According to the report, countries in Southeast- and
East Asia are at nearly 69 percent parity on average,
marking the fifth-highest score out of the eight regions.
However, progress towards parity has been stagnating
for over a decade and the region registers a 0.2
percentage-point decline compared to last year's
report. New Zealand, the Philippines and Australia
have the highest parity at the regional level, with
Australia and New Zealand also being the two most-
improved economies in the region. On the other hand,
Fiji, Myanmar and Japan are at the bottom of the list,
with Fiji, Myanmar and Timor-Leste registering the
largest declines.

South Asia, in turn, has achieved nearly 64 percent
gender parity, the second-lowest score of the eight
regions. But the score has risen by 1.1 percentage
points since the last edition, which can be partially
attributed to the rise in scores of populous countries
such as India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. Along with
Bhutan, these are the countries in Southern Asia that
have seen an improvement of 0.5 percentage points or
more in their scores since the last edition. [The
Business Standard] [The Economic Times]
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United Nations to give ‘special
consideration’ to recruit more
peacekeepers from Bangladesh, visiting
official says

(Im) The United Nations Under-Secretary-General for
Peacekeeping, Jean-Pierre Lacroix, on June 25 told
Bangladesh’s army chief that he would give special
consideration to the recruitment of more
peacekeepers from the South Asian nation. [Dhaka
Tribune]

Bangladesh is the top troop and police contributor,
with more than 7,200 military and police personnel
supporting the UN as of March 2023.

However, the UN Committee against Torture
expressed concerns that individuals who had served
with the Rapid Action Battalion - an elite unit of
Bangladesh’s police - are being sent on UN missions,
despite consistent and credible evidence of abuses
including extrajudicial killings, torture, and enforced
disappearances by members of this unit. In light of
this, the committee in 2019 recommended an
independent vetting procedure to ensure that units
with proven records of abuse are excluded from
deployment.

However, Lacroix’s department has yet to formally
respond; it did also not provide a response to a letter
from human rights organizations calling for the
Department of Peace Operations that was made public
in January last year [see AIR No. 4, January/2022, 4].
Shortly after the letter was sent privately, the United
States announced sanctions on the RAB, citing “serious
human rights abuses.” It also sanctioned the current
director of the security force and five former senior
RAB officials, including Benazir Ahmed, now
Bangladesh's top police chief [see AR No. 50,
December/2021, 2].

It was against this backdrop that human rights
watchdog Human Rights Watch earlier this month called
on Lacroix to emphasize that if Bangladesh is to
maintain its role as top contributor of peacekeeping
troops, it should appropriately apply the UN human
rights screening policy. [AIR No. 24, June/2023, 2]

Sri Lanka’s Tamil Eelam organization asks
Paris Club to consider Colombo'’s
accountability in debt restructuring
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(ns/Im) The Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam
(TGTE), a government in exile among the Sri Lankan
Tamil diaspora, has asked members of the so-called
Paris Club of major creditor countries to hold the pre-
dominantly Sinhalese Sri Lankan government
accountable for how it spends foreign aid, particularly
concerning the increase in the state’s military
spending.

In a statement released last week, the TGTE alleges
that Sri Lankan authorities have used a substantial
portion of state money to develop Sinhalese
settlements in the native Tamil regions under the
disproportionally high presence of military personnel.
The letter concludes by saying that the island nation
will benefit from the protection and promotion of
human rights if Colombo reduces its military financing
and brings to justice figures involved in international
crimes. [EIN Presswire]

Sri Lanka needs to ensure its terrorism
legislation is consistent with international
obligations, Core Group says

(ns) Amidst the ongoing 539 session of the United
Nations Human Rights Council, the so-called Sri Lanka
Core Group has expressed its concern over the
continued use of the Prevention of Terrorism Act and
urged Colombo to ensure that terrorism legislation is
consistent with the country's international obligations.
The Sri Lanka Core Group comprises Canada, Malawi,
Montenegro, North Macedonia, the United Kingdom
and the United States. [UK Foreign Commonwealth 8
Development Office]

South Korea-Europe: South Korea to
receive investment from 6 European high-
tech firms

(tms) Six firms promised to invest USD 940 million in
South Korea during President Yoon Suk Yeol's
attendance at an investment forum to meet European
business in Paris.

Notable companies, including Imerys, a French mining
company, Umicore, a Belgian materials technology
company, Continental, a German automotive parts
company, and Nylacast, a British tech firm participated
in the forum. The companies expressed their
intentions to establish manufacturing facilities in South
Korea.
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Yoon expressed his appreciation to the CEOs who
decided to make large-scale investments in South
Korea and said, "Korea and Europe, as partners
sharing universal values, have built a close supply
chain through investments in high-tech industries."
[The Korea Herald 1]

At a bilateral meeting held earlier, Yoon and French
President Emmanuel Macron committed to work
together to expand trade between the two countries,
which reached a record high last year. The leaders
agreed to promote the ongoing expansion of mutual
investments, particularly on advanced sectors like
secondary batteries. President Yoon requested
President Macron's assistance in ensuring that new
trade legislation pursued by the European Union does
not exhibit discriminatory effects on Korean
companies as concerns arose due to the United States
and Europe showing intentions of implementing trade
barriers in emerging industries, which has raised
apprehensions among Korean tech firms. [The Korea
Herald 2]

South Korea-NATO: Military airworthiness
certification process to begin between
South Korea and NATO

(tms) South Korea and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) agreed to initiate mutual
recognition for military airworthiness certification
procedure, Seoul's defense procurement agency
announced.

Representatives from Korea's Defense Acquisition
Program Administration and the NATO Aviation
Committee signed the agreement at NATO
headquarters in Brussels. [The Korea Herald]

Airworthiness is a crucial assessment of an aircraft's
suitability for safe flight, states the Defense Acquisition
Program Administration (DAPA). If the bilateral
recognition process is successfully concluded, it would
signify that NATO acknowledges and accepts the
airworthiness certification issued by the South Korean
government for domestically manufactured aircraft,
validating the safety standards and compliance of
South Korean planes with NATO's airworthiness
requirements. [Yonhap]

International peacekeeping exercise
“Khaan Quest” in Mongolia


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vt/

(tb) The international peacekeeping exercise called
“Khaan Quest” is being held in Mongolia from June 19
to July 2, 2023.

Military contingents and observers from 26 countries
like India, the US, South Korea, and China, participate.
The first Khaan Quest was hosted in Mongolia in 2003.
The exercise is sponsored by the Mongolian Armed
Forces (MAF) and the United States Army Pacific
Command (USARPAC).

The objective is to improve interoperability between
the participating nations and offer training for United
Nations Peacekeeping Operations (UNPKO). Real-world
scenarios are simulated that a United Nations (UN)
peacekeeping force might encounter during their
missions. This includes practicing treating casualties
and responding to improvised explosive devices. [India
Narrative][Montsame] [Republic World] [Yonhap News
Agency]

First Mongolian company joins World
Economic Forum (WEF) New Champions

(tb) Ard Financial Group JSC has been granted
membership in the World Economic Forum'’s (WEF's)
New Champions, marking the first time a Mongolian
company has been invited to join this community.

The New Champions is under the umbrella of the WEF
which is a community of purpose-driven companies of
mid-sized, whose corporate leaders understand the
changes needed to operate in the new world. They
implement innovative solutions and act as responsible
proponents of stakeholder capitalism.

Ard Financial Group, a prominent fintech company in
Mongolia, focuses on investing in finance and
technology firms with the aim of fostering the
development of an Investor Nation.

By being a part of this community, all employees at Ard
Financial Group will gain the chance to enhance their
knowledge and skills through the platform it offers.
Furthermore, C-level executives can participate in
major international events organized by the WEF and
can promote the company and Mongolia. [Aki Press]

Mongolia joins the Global Leadership
Coalition for Inclusion


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-vu/

(tb) Mongolia is one of the 14 founding members of
the first-ever Global Leadership Coalition for Inclusion.

The countries met during the Special Olympics World
Games in Berlin. The objective of the Coalition is to
make education affordable for 2 million young
individuals, both with and without intellectual
disabilities, across 150,000 unified schools worldwide,
while also speeding up education reform. [Aki Press]

Indonesia designated a new site for
ASEAN military exercise

(ys) Indonesia has moved the site for the upcoming
ASEAN military exercise from North Natuna Sea to the
South Natuna Sea.

The North Natuna Sea is located on the southernmost
part of the South China Sea, which is claimed by
China.

The Indonesian military said that the decision was
made independently without any intervention from
other countries, adding that the non-combat drill is
better held in an area closer to the people.

Cambodia and Myanmar have not responded to a
preparation invitation for this exercise. [Reuters]

Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam prepare for first
joint-parliamentary summit

(ws) Representatives from the National Assembly of
Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam joined in a virtual
meeting to discuss on the 1st Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam
Parliamentary Summit.

The purpose of the meeting was to coordinate
preparations for the upcoming summit, which will be
hosted by the Lao National Assembly in December
2023 in Vientiane. [Laotian Times]

The parliamentary summit is anticipated to serve as a
platform, in a bid to promote extensive cooperation,
and exchange of information as well as best practices
on the functions and duties of national assembly.
[Laotian Times 2]
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Singapore needs to ratify the new United
Nations (UN) treaty on the protection of
the high seas

(tb) Singapore's Minister of Foreign Affairs Vivian
Balakrishnan said that Singapore will soon ratify the
new UN treaty from the Intergovernmental Conference
on Marine Biodiversity of Areas Beyond National
Jurisdiction (BBNJ).

The BBNJ agreement is designed to safeguard the
environment in ocean areas beyond national
boundaries. It establishes provisions for conducting
environmental impact assessments for proposed
activities in international waters, ensuring greater
protection for these regions. [The Strait Times]

Thailand amends migrant labor
agreement with Cambodia, Myanmar

(aj) Thailand agreed to amend its memoranda of
understanding (MOU) on migrant labor with Cambodia
and Myanmar to ease the process for those seeking to
secure permits to work in Thailand by expediting the
bureaucratic procedure online. During COVID-19, most
migrant workers returned to their home country, but
as the economic impacts of the pandemic begin to
ebb, demand for migrant workers in Thailand have
increased, especially as the country faces a labor
shortage due to a declining birth rate.

The two-/four-year work permits for many migrant
workers from Cambodia and Myanmar have already
expired or will soon be invalidated by July 31, but the
renewal process for a work permit takes a compulsory
thirty days, prompting the countries to ask the Thai
Ministry of Labor to resolve its work permit dilemma.
Now, the Thai government will allow migrant workers
currently in Thailand and those seeking to return to
complete a faster permit registration process online.
Migrants working illegally risk deportation and lose out
on healthcare benefits.

Thailand is a popular and important work destination
for many Khmer and Myanmar migrant workers with at
least 1.2 million Cambodian nationals and 2 million
Myanmar nationals working in the country and sending
remittances to their home country in the hundreds of
millions USD. Migrant workers from these two
countries are commonly found in low-skilled positions,
particularly in the tourism, fishing, construction, and
manufacturing industries.
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In a related issue, both Khmer and Myanmar
authorities separately requested Thai labor authorities
to lower the visa fee from USD 60 to USD 15, which will
require the approval of the Thai cabinet. [Bangkok
Post] [Pattaya Mail]

Bangladesh firm on small-scale Rohingya
repatriation trial, says State Minister for
Foreign Affairs

(na) During a recent event hosted by the Diplomatic
Correspondents' Association, Bangladesh's State
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Md Shahriar Alam,
reaffirmed the government's commitment to
conducting a "small trial" for Rohingya repatriation
before proceeding with a larger-scale effort.

The aim of this trial is to better understand the
challenges involved. The minister emphasized the
importance of stakeholder cooperation and expressed
the government's dedication to ensuring the safe and
dignified return of the Rohingya people. With over 1.1
million Rohingya refugees currently hosted in
Bangladesh, the country continues to call for their
smooth repatriation to their place of origin in
Myanmar. [The Financial Express]

United States Under Secretary for
Democracy and Human Rights to visit
Bangladesh in July

(Im) The United States Under Secretary for Civilian
Security, Democracy, and Human Rights, Uzra Zeya, is
likely to visit Bangladesh next month to discuss issues
of mutual interest. Nothing has been finalized yet, and
there is no official announcement from either side
regarding the visit. [Dhaka Tribune]

Dhaka witnessed a series of high-level visits from the
US in the recent past, including a visit by Under
Secretary for Political Affairs, Victoria Nuland, in March.
That visit followed on a visit to Bangladesh by the
Assistant Secretary for South and Central Asian Affairs,
Donald Lu, earlier in January [see AiR No. 3,
January/2023, 3].

Crucially, the upcoming Dhaka visit by Zeya comes
after Washington announced a policy in May that
reserves the right to deny visas to individuals in
Bangladesh determined to be involved in efforts to
hinder free and fair elections in the South Asian nation
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and undermine the democratic process. Elections are
due before January next year. [AIR No. 22, May/2023, 5]

Bangladesh, United States sign agreement
for Dhaka'’s first vaccine plant

(na) Bangladesh's state-owned pharmaceutical
company Essential Drugs Company Limited (EDCL) has
signed an agreement with American Dyadic
International to establish the country's first vaccine
plant, including Covid-19 vaccines.

The deal involves technical assistance from Dyadic
International to ensure the production and quality of
vaccines. Initially, the plant will focus on manufacturing
Covid-19 vaccines, followed by the production of
twelve other types of vaccines in phases. The Health
Minister, in attendance at the signing event,
announced that the plant will commence Covid-19
vaccine production as its initial focus. Also, Minister
Maleque disclosed a USD 300 million commitment
from the Asian Development Bank to support the
establishment of the plant. [The Business Standard]

Letter of six EU lawmakers calling for free,
fair elections in Bangladesh based on
false information, NGO says

(Im) A recent letter by six European Union (EU)
lawmakers, who expressed concerns over the human
rights situation in Bangladesh and urged the High
Representative of the EU o take action for restoring
democracy in the country, contains false and untrue
information, according to Bangladesh Civil Society in
Europe (BSCEu), a civil society organization.

In their letter, the six lawmakers had accused Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’'s government of narrowing the
“democratic space” and failing “to respect the
fundamental rights guaranteed by the constitution”
since coming to power in 2009. In light of this, the
signatories urged the EU to play a role in negotiating
with the government and the opposition political
parties, especially with the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), to ensure a free, fair and impartial general
election.

The six lawmakers also suggested to repeatedly
remind Dhaka about the terms of EU’s Generalised
Scheme of Preferences Plus (GSP+), which requires
eligible countries to implement 27 international
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conventions on human rights, labor rights, the
environment, and good governance.

Cambodia and Canada discuss potential
ASEAN-Canada Strategic Partnership

(ns) On June 21, the Cambodian State Secretary of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs met the Canadian
Ambassador to the Kingdom.

The two sides expressed commitment to enhancing
the existing bilateral relationship and discussed ways
of strengthening cooperation, particularly efforts to
elevate the ASEAN-Canada engagement to a Strategic
Partnership.

Cambodia reassured that it would support the plans to
establish the ASEAN-Canada Free Trade Agreement.
[Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International
Cooperation]

Cambodian State Secretary of the Foreign
Affairs Ministry meets Norwegian
ambassador

(ns) On June 22, the Cambodian State Secretary of the
Foreign Affairs Ministry received in the Ministry’'s
headquarters the Norwegian Ambassador to
Cambodia.

The parties discussed ways to elevate their political
and economic cooperation and increase the social ties
between the countries.

Cambodia and Norway also shared views on regional
and global issues of mutual interest. [Cambodian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation]

Chinese Premier visits France and attends
Paris summit

(nyb) Chinese Premier Li Qiang visited France to attend
the Summit for a New Global Financing Pact where he
met with President Emanuell Macron, high-level French
officials, and business leaders. [Xinhua 1]

This visit to France is the second and final leg of Li's
visit to Europe during which he also visited Germany
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(see entry below). The visits to the two European
heavyweights came amid strained relations between
China and the European over the war in Ukraine in
particular and geopolitical tensions at large.

In Paris, Li met with Macron at Elysée Palace. During
their conversation the two leaders agreed to deepen
coordination and cooperation in international affairs,
trade, and emerging areas, such as environmental
protection, digital economy, artificial intelligence and
advanced manufacturing.

The Premier also held separate talks with French Prime
Minister Elizabeth Borne and signed bilateral deals on
aviation, space research, and nuclear energy. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, China] [Xinhua 2]

Furthermore, talks were held between Li and French
Senate President Gerad Larcher on June 23. The two
discussed inviting French senators to visit China to
boost bilateral cooperation and ties. [Xinhua 3]

In addition, Li met with French business leaders and
put forward a three-point proposal on deepening
China-France cooperation including joint maintenance
of security and stability of supply chains; strengthening
cooperation on innovation; and foster a business
environment. [Xinhua 4]

Li also advised against decoupling via “de-risking”
measures and urged maintenance of cooperation.
[Global Times]

Speaking at the Summit in Paris, Li said China and
Europe should cope with international uncertainty
through bilateral ties and cooperation. [Xinhua 5]

The two-day summit attended by world leaders from
more than 40 countries aimed to mobilize reform
efforts which will increase the global financial capacity
to tackle climate change. Debt incurred by developing
countries was one of the main topics of discussion. Li
reaffirmed that China is ready to engage in debt relief
efforts and uphold the principle of fair burden sharing.
[Reuters] [Politico] [DW] [Palitico]

China-Germany: Premier Li and
Chancellor Scholz hold Inter-
governmental Consultations

(nyb) On June 20, Chinese Premier Li Qiang and
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz jointly chaired the
Seventh Inter-governmental Consultation between
China and German in Berlin. The visit to Berlin was Li's
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first overseas trip since he assumed office in March
and came weeks Germany government had released
its first ever National Security Strategy in which China
is called China a “competitor,” and “systematic rival,”
but also a “partner, without whom many global
challenges and crises cannot be resolved.” [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Germany]

Reflecting the “partner” relationship, the meeting
appeared to much focused on Sino-German trade
relations and cooperation in responding to global
challenges, with the two sides agreeing to deepen
cooperation “at a higher level, with higher standards
and higher quality, and to jointly maintain the stability
of the global industrial and supply chains,” according to
the readout of the Chinese Foreign Ministry.

They also reached agreement on establishing a
dialogue and cooperation mechanism on climate
change and green transition and on continuing to
boost cooperation in other areas, too, including
economy and trade, investment, automobile
manufacturing, high technology, new energy, and
digital economy, as well as people-to-people and
cultural exchanges. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chinal

Scholz, for his part, “praised the dynamic economic
relations as an important and constitutive part of the
bilateral relationship,” reaffirming that there was no
intention to decouple on the German side, while also
stressing that “gaining access to the Chinese market
and fair competitive conditions were still challenges for
German and other foreign companies in China.” [The
Federal Chancellor, Germany]

In a separate statement after the meeting in Berlin
Scholz told the German Parliament that he had warned
China about using force against Taiwan to enforce
changes to status quo during his talks with Li, in an
apparent attempt to dispel criticism that he was keen
to stabilize economic and trade ties with China at the
expense of critical geopolitical issues. [Reuters]

China shows support for Russia following
Wagner failed coup

(nyb) The Chinese foreign ministry has expressed
support for Russia’s stability and state integrity
following an aborted mutiny led by the Wagner group.
[Reuters]

On June 26, Wagner Group, a Russian state affiliated
private military company and a key player in the war in
Ukraine war, rebelled against Russia, seizing two major
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Russian cities including Rostov-on-don, a city with
military facilities. However, the rebellion was aborted
following a deal between Kremlin and Yevgeny
Prigozhin, the leader of Wagner group.

The following day, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Andrei Rudenko flew to Beijing on an unannounced
trip to hold talks on “international issues” with Chinese
Foreign Minister Qin Gang. It is unclear whether
Rudenko's visit was scheduled in advance or whether it
was a response to the rebellion. [Reuters] [Politico]

Chinese Premier holds talk with the Prime
Minister of Barbados

(nyb) On June 25, Premier Li Qiang met with Mia Amor
Mottley, the Barbados Prime Minister as a part of the
latter's official visit to Beijing. [Xinhua]

The two sides discussed issues around “decoupling,”
maintaining multilateral trade, and strengthening
cooperation in the agriculture, energy, infrastructure,
poverty reduction, environment, among others.

Bilateral documents on the implementation of the
Global Development Initiative, the blue economy, local
cooperation, medical assistance, and media
cooperation were signed. [Xinhua]

China calls Biden's comment on Xi a
“provocation”

(nyb) The Chinese Foreign Ministry commented on Joe
Biden's remark calling Chinese President Xi Jinping a
dictator. It denounced the statement as a
“provocation” that violated diplomatic norms and
disrespected China’s political dignity. [The Guardian]
[Politico]

The comment was made on June 20 at a fundraising
event in California where Biden discussed the spy
balloon incident. He said “[such incident was] a great
embarrassment to dictators,” right after talking about
Xi being upset about the incident, implying that he is a
dictator. [Reuters]

The comment also came just days after Blinken’s visit
to China during which both sides agreed to keep
communication open and Blinken [see AIR No. 25,
June/2023, 3] remarked that the ‘spy balloon’ incident
“should be closed”.
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Taiwan concerned about Chinese
interference in 2024 presidential election

(ms) Security reports exclusive to Reuters show that
the Taiwanese government under President Tsai Ing-
wen fears that the Chinese central government will try
to influence the 2024 presidential election to
strengthen pro-Chinese forces.

That China is interested in influencing Taiwan is not
new news, the Chinese government sees Taiwan as
part of the legitimate Chinese territory. The methods
known so far have mainly targeted the information
landscape in Taiwan. Misinformation campaigns via
social media as well as a drastic increase in
cyberattacks in the mid-2010s were among China's
repertoire. But beyond social media and the internet,
the Chinese government also expanded its influence
on traditional media. Although this is a global trend,
Taiwan is particularly affected.

Since the beginning of Xi Jinping's presidency in 2012,
the Chinese government has increasingly motivated
government-supporting tycoons to buy into Taiwanese
media houses. Similarly, content produced by the
Chinese government is being broadcast unbranded
through unvetted advertising or production
partnerships designed to disseminate pro-Chinese
content in Taiwan." [Council on Foreign Relations]
[Freedom House]

So far, the Taiwanese population has shown itself to be
relatively resilient in the face of these well-known
approaches. Against this background, the internal
security reports seen by Reuters are of interest, as they
also reveal lesser-known approaches of influence in
which the Taiwanese government sees a risk.

According to the reports, the Taiwanese government
aims "to influence Taiwanese people by reaching out to
the grassroots" and "to influence swing voters who do
not have particular political affiliation and would vote
for whoever gives them benefits."

The strategy outlined in the reports relates mainly to
support for smaller Taiwanese parties that want
Taiwan to join or see Taiwan already as part of the
mainland, and the report also identifies possible
channels through which the Chinese government is
funding them through partly illegal means. [Reuters]

US and Chinese ships transit Taiwan Strait
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(ms) The second Chinese aircraft carrier Shandong
transited the Taiwan Strait on June 21, allegedly in
response to maneuvers by the US aircraft carrier
Ronald Reagan in the South China Sea as well as the
transit of a US Coast Guard vessel through the strait.

While the transit of the Coast Guard vessel is said to be
a routine maneuver, according to the US Navy, the
Ronald Reagan has been in the waters largely claimed
by China for more than a week now. After participating
in joint naval exercises with Japan, Australia and
Canada in the East China Sea [see AR No. 24,
June/2023, 2], the U.S. aircraft carrier is now on its way
to a rare port call in Vietham.

The Chinese side was infuriated by the U.S. Navy's
maneuvers only shortly after U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken's visit to China, urging the U.S. to "If the
U.S. really wants to control risks of accidents or seek
dialogue, it should stop saying one thing and doing
another, and stop making military provocations
around China."

The US side rejects the allegations. [Global Times]
[South China Morning Post] [VOA News]

China-Italy: Sinochem likely to retain
stake in Pirelli

(ms) The Chinese state-owned company Sinochem is
likely to retain its stake in Italian tire maker Pirelli,
despite the Italian government's curtailment of
Sinochem's decision-making powers, according to
reports by Reuters.

On June 18, the Chinese government ruled that
Sinochem, despite being the largest shareholder in the
company with 37 percent, cannot decide on the
personnel of Pirelli's CEO and at the same time granted
Camfin, the investment vehicle of Marco Tronchetti
Provera, who has run Pirelli since 1992, permanent
decision-making powers over the position.

This intervention is part of the "Golden Power" which
allows the Italian government to decide on
investments in strategic national assets, to prohibit
takeovers, to force share sales or to impose other
restrictions on foreign investors for certain assets. The
government, led by Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni,
cited concerns about national security and the possible
misuse of Pirelli's chip technology by the Chinese
government as reasons for the measure. [Financial
Times] [Reuters]
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The Gambia tightens rules for Indian
drugs after cough syrup deaths

(Im) The Gambia will make it mandatory from July 1 for
all pharmaceutical products from India to be inspected
and tested prior to shipment, the first known
restrictions on national exports imposed following the
deaths of dozens of children linked to Indian-made
cough syrup. [The Straits Times]

In December of last year, a Gambian parliamentary
committee recommended that authorities should take
tough measures, including the prosecution of the
Indian manufacturer of cough syrups suspected of
causing the deaths of at least 70 children in the
country. Earlier in October, the Worth Health
Organization had issued an alert advising regulators to
stop the sale of the syrups, which it said contained
lethal toxins commonly used in car brake fluid and
other products.

The controversies had cast a pall over India's USD 42
billion pharmaceutical industry, which makes a third of
the world's medicines and supplies nearly half of the
pharmaceuticals used in Africa.

Against this backdrop, the Indian government in April
said its officials had held meetings in Africa to ensure
its drug exports did not suffer. Furthermore, it
cancelled the manufacturing license of Marion Biotech,
whose cough syrups were linked to 18 child deaths in
Uzbekistan, and it made it mandatory for cough syrup
makers to get samples tested before exporting their
products.

India, Egypt sign strategic partnership
pact as Modi makes ‘historic’ first trip to
Cairo

(Im) The leaders of India and Egypt discussed
strengthening ties in areas including trade, food
security and defence during a significant two-day state
visit to Cairo by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi -
the first such visit by an Indian leader in more than two
decades.

Modi arrived from the United States, where he held
talks with President Joe Biden and top administration
officials, addressed Congress and met with top
American executives. [see article in this edition]
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Modi's visit to Egypt, which came six months after el-
Sissi was in New Delhi as chief guest of the Republic
Day Parade [see AiR No. 5, January/2023, 5], focused
on strengthening bilateral ties. To this end, the two
leaders signed a joint declaration to elevate relations
to a strategic partnership and agreed to move swiftly
to increase bilateral trade to USD 12 billion annually
within five years.

Prior to Modi's trip to Egypt, news outlets had reported
that New Delhi has been weighing a proposal to allow
Cairo, which is facing a severe foreign currency
shortage and has been struggling to attract foreign
investment, to make purchases in rupees and to barter
goods such as fertilizer and gas AiR No. 25, June/2023,
3]. However, there was no mention of the proposal in
statements on June 25.

Notably, El-Sissi welcomed Modi at the presidential
palace in Cairo with the Order of the Nile, the highest
state honor of the Republic of Egypt. The Indian leader,
in turn, invited his Egyptian counterpart to attend a
summit of the Group of Twenty countries, which New
Delhi will host in September.

Following his talks with el-Sissi, Modi visited the famed
Pyramids of Giza and a historic mosque, Cairo's Al-
Hakim, which was recently renovated with the help of
the India-based Dawoodi Bohra community. He also
paid tribute to Indian soldiers who died in World War |
and are buried in the Heliopolis War Cemetery in Cairo.
[Associated Press] [The Hindu] [Al Jazeera]

India’s Modi on state visit in United
States; Washington willing to look past
human rights record

(Im) United States President Joe Biden and India’s
Prime Minister Narendra Modi hailed a new era in their
countries’ relations after the White House rolled out
the red carpet for the South Asian leader on June 22,
touting deals on defense and commerce aimed at
countering China’s global influence. Modi's state visit to
the US — the first by an Indian leader since Manmohan
Singh in 2009 — was an acknowledgement by the
White House of New Delhi's strategic importance in the
larger global strategic framework, according to
observers. [The White House]

On the second day of his visit, Modi told a joint session
of the US Congress that ties between Washington and
New Delhi constitute “a defining partnership of this
century", adding that the “stability of the [Indo-Pacific]
region has become one of the central concerns” of the
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relationship between the two countries. In his
hourlong speech, he also touched on a range of other
issues, including climate, the economy, women
empowerment, terrorism and social welfare schemes.
[YouTube]

Aside from the optics of the state visit, the trip saw the
two leaders announcing several major agreements in
key areas, including on semiconductors, critical
minerals, technology, space cooperation and defense
cooperation. Some are aimed at diversifying supply
chains to reduce dependence on China; others are
aimed at cornering the market in advanced
technologies. The two countries also ended disputes at
the World Trade Organization, and India removed
some tariffs on US goods. [CNBC] [Deutsche Welle]

However, while much of Modi's visit was tightly
choreographed, it was not without controversy as 75
US senators and Congressional lawmakers wrote a
letter President Biden outlining their concern over
India’s alleged human rights backsliding. Also notably,
the speech to Congress, normally a bipartisan
affirmation of a visiting leader from an allied nation,
was boycotted by some liberal lawmakers, who cited
the Modi government's treatment of India's Muslim
minority. [Reuters]

It is against this backdrop that Biden administration
officials say they prefer to level their criticism behind
the scenes, citing India’s geo-strategic importance -
especially in providing a check on China. However,
human rights advocates argue that this means offering
a tacit blessing to the abuses taking place under Modi's
watch — and it forfeits an opportunity to improve the
situation in the South Asian nation. [POLITICO]

Notably, Biden administration officials on June 26
criticized the harassment of a Wall Street

Journal journalist who has been the target of online
abuse, mainly from Modi's allies in India, after the
questioned the Indian prime minister about human
rights in his country during a White House press
conference last week. [ABC News] [The Wall Street
Journal]

Indonesia and the EU struggle to find
common ground in IEU-CEPA

(ys) Indonesia and the European Union (EU) have not
reached a conclusive agreement on the long-awaited
Indonesia-EU Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (IEU-CEPA), an agreement that aims to


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-yht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-yhi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-yhd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-yhh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-yhk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-yhu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-ykl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-ykl/

facilitate and create new market access between
Indonesia and the EU.

Six representatives from the European Parliament
International Trade Committee (INTA) visited Indonesia
last week to further discuss the seven years long trade
negotiations. Although significant progress has been
reached, both parties are driving a hard bargain on the
climate issues, which is further complicated by the EU
Deforestation Law (EUDR).

Indonesia as a producer of palm oil sees the EU trade
regulations on climate change as discriminating and
expects the EU to meet them halfway on the matter.

However, both parties have expressed commitment to
reach an agreement by early next year before the
election in Indonesia and European Parliament. [The
Jakarta Post]

Indonesia shows interest in the engines of
retired F-15 from Japan

(ys) Amidst Japan's plan to decommission 100 units of
F-15 fighter jets, Indonesia is showing interest to
purchase the F-15 turbofan engines produced by Pratt
& Whitney.

Indonesia is planning to use the 20 years old engines
to power its aging F-16 fighter jets. The decision to buy
second-hand engines is a strategy to speed up the
readiness of the Indonesian Air Force (TNI AU) amidst
slow progress to acquire new fighter jets.

Japan is currently planning to revise its arms export
rules, which when passed, would make the deal
possible. [Reuters] [The Defense Post]

Japan-UK: Foreign ministers discuss
deepening security cooperation

(dqgl) On June 21, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa
Hayashi held talks with his British counterpart James
Cleverly. The meeting was part of his visit to London to
attend the Ukraine Recovery Conference.

During the meeting, Hayashi expressed his hope for an
early entry into force of the Japan-UK Reciprocal Access
Agreement (RAA), which was signed by Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida and British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak in January and under which procedures will be
established that will provide the basis for increasing
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bilateral military exchanges and training, including the
deployment of armed forces in one another’s

The two ministers agreed to continue their
collaboration in the field of economic security and their
efforts to vitalize the people-to-people exchanges.
They also agreed on need to continue severe sanctions
against Russia and strong support for Ukraine while
also discussing the situation in East Asia, including
China and North Korea.

On the latter they reaffirmed their countries’
coordination in addressing North Korea's the nuclear
and missile threats as well as the abductions issue,
among others. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 1]

Speaking at the Ukraine Recovery Conference, Hayashi
announced that the Ukraine will receive USD 5 million
in emergency humanitarian assistance for food, water,
sanitation and health to support those affected by the
floods from the recent dam collapse at the Kakhovka
Hydroelectric Power Plant.

He added that the Japan-Ukraine Conference for
promotion of Economic Reconstruction will take place
in Tokyo at a date between the end of this year and the
beginning of next year, that would invite the Japanese
public and private sectors support Ukraine's recovery
and reconstruction. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan
2]

Japan-France: Defense cooperation to be
strengthened

(dqgl) On June 22, Japan and France reached agreement
to deepen bilateral defense partnership, including
establishing a working group on economic security in
the diplomatic sphere and continuing the promotion of
concrete cooperation, such as the port call of the
French frigate “Lorraine” to the Port of Tokyo and joint
exercises with the Maritime and Air Self-Defense
Forces.

The agreement was reached between Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi and his French
counterpart Catherine Colonna during a talk held on
June 22 on the sidelines of the “Summit for a New
Global Financing Pact” hosted by France in Paris.

The two ministers also agreed on continuing strict
sanctions against Russia and strong support for
Ukraine to achieve a “just and lasting peace in
Ukraine,” and on continued cooperating in dealing with
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North Korea, including the nuclear and missile issues
and the abductions issue. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Japan 1] [Kyodo News]

In a separate meeting with President of Madagascar
Andry Nirina Rajoelina, also held on the sideline of the
summit, Hayashi reaffirmed his countries continued
cooperation with Madagascar, especially on the
Ambatovy Project, one of the world's largest nickel and
cobalt production project and Japan's largest
investment in Africa. He further reassured Japan's
contribution to food security in the island country.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan 2]

Japan-Taiwan: MoU between parliament
oversight agencies concluded

(dqgl) Perennial Opposition, the Japanese parliament
monitoring organization, and its Taiwanese
counterpart, the Civic Alliance for Parliamentary
Oversight are set to begin cooperation after a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed on
June 20.

Among others, the agreement aims at supporting data
sharing to strengthen transparency and efficiency in
the Taiwan and Japanese parliaments and to enhance
more exchanges between civic groups in the two
countries. It also seeks to facilitate the sharing of
parliamentary oversight experience with other Asian
countries. [Taiwan News]

Japan-Singapore: Digital cooperation to be
deepened

(dgl) At meeting on June 23 in Tokyo, Japanese Minister
for Digital Transformation Taro Kono and his
Singaporean Minister for Communications and
Information Josephine Teo discussed their countries’
bilateral digital partnership and agreed on

deepening cooperation to advance digitalization
projects in various areas including data protection for
businesses, facilitation of cross-border data flows and
collaboration on digital identities. [Kyodo News]

Lao President’s official trip in China
continues
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(ws) The Laotian President Thongloun Sisoulith has
continued his official trip in China, after meeting with
high-ranking members of China's Communist Party in
Kunming last week [see AR No. 25, June/2023, 3].

During his visit to Kunming, he met with several high-
ranking party members, including the Secretary of the
Communist Party of China Committee in Yunnan
province, Wang Ning, and Li Xi, a member of the
Politburo Standing Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party.

The Laotian President expressed his interest to
strengthen cooperation with China in several areas,
such as human resource development, agriculture,
trade and investment. [Vientiane Times]

Later he paid a visit to Chongging, a province to the
north of Yunnan, where he met with Communist Party
Secretary of Chongging Yuan Jiajun to discuss the
future of Laos-Chongging relations, paving ways to
explore cooperation in a variety of areas, including
rural development and the transport of goods
between Laos and Chongqging through the Laos-China
railway. [Laotian Times]

More Lao citizens to work in South Korea
after MOU on agriculture and fishery

(ws) The Lao government and South Korea have signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to increase
the number of Lao workers sent to work in South
Korea's agriculture and fishery sectors, marking an
enhanced cooperation between two countries.

This new initiative seeks to facilitate the employment
of more Lao citizens in South Korea, providing them
with the opportunity to learn from and benefit from
the expertise of Korean farmers. Moreover, the
increased collaboration is expected to contribute to
the development of agricultural production capacity
and quality in Laos in the long run.

Currently, the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare
has set a target of sending 1500 to 2000 Lao nationals
to work in South Korea annually as part of this
initiative. [Vientiane Times] [ Laotian Times]

China-Laos: Huawei ICT Academy to be
established
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(ws) On June 15, the Ministry of Technology and
Communications in Laos and Huawei Technologies
(Lao) company signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) to collaboratively develop digital
resources by establishing the "IICT & Huawei ICT
Academy."

This MOU highlights the government's efforts on
digitalization and entails various initiatives, including
curriculum development for the Huawei ICT Academy,
training programs for students and public sector
employees in the education sector, teacher
certification standards, support for internships and
scholarships, organization of seminars, utilization of
online platforms, joint technical research, and
fostering local ICT talent.

The MOU represents a significant progress between
Laos and Huawei as it signifies their commitment to
establishing the first Huawei ICT Academy in Laos,
facilitating technical training for global college and
university students and fostering international talent
development and exchanges.

Moreover, the collaboration aligns with the National
Digital Economy Development Plan's strategic
objectives regarding the development of infrastructure
and digital systems as well as the presidential speech
on the needs for digital transformation in Laos. [see
AiR No. 23, June/2023, 1].

Currently, the Ministry of Technology and
Communications has actively engaged in partnerships
with both domestic and international entities to drive
the progress of these initiatives. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia and United Arab Emirates look
to strengthen their bilateral relations

(jf) The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the United Arab
Emirates visited Malaysia from 14 to 15 June. During
the visit, His Highness engaged in a bilateral meeting
with Malaysia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss a wide range
of topics, with a focus on strengthening the bilateral
relations between Malaysia and the UAE. The UAE
holds significant importance in Malaysia’s trade
relations as it is their second-largest trading partner in
West Asia. Additionally, the UAE also serves as the
second-largest export destination and import source
for Malaysia. In 2022, the total trade between Malaysia
and the UAE experienced a remarkable increase of
73.5% amounting to RM38.73 billion. [MFA, Malaysia]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-yuh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-yuh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-yuk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vamjy-l-yuu/

Malaysia-The Netherlands: Dutch court
rules sultan’s heirs unable to Malaysian
government assets

(dqgl) On June 27, a Dutch court of appeal rejected a bid
by eight descendants of the last sultan of Sulu to
enforce a USD 15-billion arbitration award against the
Malaysian government.

A Paris arbitration court awarded USD 14.9 billion to
the Filipino heirs last year in a long-running dispute
with Malaysia over a colonial-era land deal that goes
back to 1878 when European colonists and the Sultan
of Sulu agreed on the use of his territory, which
spanned parts of the southern Philippines and
present-day Malaysia on the island of Borneo.

Since the 2017 ruling, the heirs sought to enforce the
award by seizing Malaysian government assets and
sought permission from a Dutch court to enforce the
award in the Netherlands.

Siding with Malaysia, the Dutch court argued in its
ruling that the original agreement lacked a clause
binding parties to arbitration and the French stay
meant the claim was not enforceable in the
Netherlands. [Channel News Asia]

ASEAN urges Myanmar junta and Russia
to stop joint military exercise

(ha) The ASEAN defense minister's meeting (ADMM)
has urged Myanmar junta and Russia to suspend
planned counter terrorism military exercises.

The ADMM plus experts’ working group on counter
terrorism, co-chaired by the Myanmar junta and
Russia, plans to carry out the drills in Myanmar and
Russia in August and September.

According to advocacy group Justice for Myanmar
(JFM), the drills include military exercises that focuses
on coordination of a response to a simulated terrorist
attack and will help the Myanmar military boost the
capabilities of elite troops involved in a campaign of
terror against the country’s people.

OnJune 6 and 7, the ADMM plus expert’ working group
held its final negotiation meeting for this exercise and
the United States, Australia, Japan, South Korea and
New Zealand boycotted the meeting. [The Irrawaddy]
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USA imposes sanctions on two major
banks controlled by Myanmar junta,
defense ministry

(ha) Regime-controlled Myanmar Foreign Trade Bank
(MFTB) and Myanmar Investment and Commercial
Bank (MICB) are facing new sanctions imposed by the
US Department of Treasury.

These banks play an important role in facilitating the
foreign-currency exchange within the country, enabling
transactions between the military regime and foreign
markets to buy arms and related material.

Furthermore, sanctions have been also imposed
against the Ministry of Defense over the ministry's
import of goods and material worth at least USD 1
billion, including from Russia. [The Irrawaddy]

Indian electronics firms supply vital
technology to Myanmar's military

(wn) Indian Government-owned aerospace and
defence electronics company Bharat Electronic Limited
(BEL) has supplied vital and military technology worth
millions of dollars to the Myanmar military since late
2022, according to Justice for Myanmar (JFM), an
investigative activist group.

The BEL sent sonar, radar, and radio components
designed for use on warships and battlefields with a
total value of more than USD 5 million to Myanmar via
seven shipments. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar representative of UN urged
ASEAN'’s chairman Indonesia on the issue
of Myanmar

(ha) On June 21, UN Special Rapporteur on the
Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar Tom Andrews
called on the the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) to exert more pressure to end the
violence and human rights violations by the Myanmar
Junta in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Speaking in Jakarta, Andrews condemned ASEAN's
legitimization of the Myanmar coup regime referring
especially to Myanmar's participation in defense-
related meetings and demanding that “ASEAN must
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not allow Myanmar military personnel to participate in
these or any other defense meetings.” [Myanmar
Now]

FATF put Myanmar on the money-
laundering ‘grey’ list

(wn) The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the
international money-laundering watchdog
organization, has placed Myanmar on the money-
laundering grey list along with Cameroon, Croatia, and
Vietnam.

The announcement was made on the final day of the
FATF's plenary meeting in Paris on June 23, where the
organization discussed its grey list of countries that
require closer monitoring and its blacklist of high-risk
nations. [Mizzima]

Nepal, Cameroon formalize diplomatic
relations

On June 22, Nepal and the Republic of Cameroon
established diplomatic relations. The Ambassador of
Nepal and the Ambassador of Cameroon signed a Joint
Communiqué at the United Nations Headquarters in
New York, informing the UN Secretary-General of the
new partnership.

The ambassadors also discussed shared interests and
ways to enhance bilateral cooperation, particularly
within the United Nations. The establishment of
diplomatic relations opens avenues for mutual benefit
and collaboration on national and international
platforms. Both Nepal and Cameroon are members of
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Nepal ]

Nepal asks its New Delhi embassy to
submit report on Akhand Bharat map in
India’s parliament building

(na) The Nepali government has directed its embassy
in New Delhi to conduct an inquiry and submit a
comprehensive report on the map of Akhand Bharat,
or “unbroken India,” prominently displayed in India’s
new parliament building. Nepal's Foreign Minister NP
Saud has informed that the embassy has been
instructed to engage in discussions with Indian
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authorities to gather relevant information before
submitting the report. [The Kathmandu Post]

The map shows Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Myanmar, and parts of Afghanistan as part of a unified
India. The idea of Akhand Bharat has long been
embraced by India’s Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, a
Hindu nationalist organization with close links to
India's ruling Bharatiya Janata Party.

Unsurprisingly, the map inside the parliament building
has attracted negative attention from several Indian
neighbors. Notably, however, Nepal's Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal endorsed India’s official
explanation - i.e. the map is purely historical and
carries no contemporary political connotations - after
visiting New Delhi earlier this month. However, the
mayor of Nepal's capital Kathmandu installed a map of
“Greater Nepal” in his office in a symbolic gesture. [AIR
No. 24, June/2023, 2]

Human trafficking in Myanmar remains a
key concern for the Philippines

(ccf) The Philippines’ Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) continues to mull over lowering the alert level for
Myanmar, amid reported cases of trafficked Filipinos.

Since the worsening of political conflict in 2021,
Myanmar holds an alert level of 4. This alert level
advises “mandatory evacuation or repatriation” for
Filipinos. Due to trafficking concerns, Filipino tourists
are currently barred from travelling to the Thai-
Myanmar border. [Manila Bulletin]

This year alone saw the rescue of 90 Filipinos from
trafficking rings in Myanmar. DFA Undersecretary
Eduardo de Vega explained that an estimated 50
Filipino nationals are still working in illegal scam
operations in Myanmar after having been falsely
promised work in Thailand. A dozen of these
individuals have since requested for repatriation to the
Philippines. [Malaya Business Insight] [Philippine News
Agency]

Overseas Filipino workers in Myanmar are calling for
the Philippines to lower the alert level to 2. This would
allow Filipinos with existing work visas to return to the
Philippines and travel back to Myanmar for their jobs.
The downgrade in alert level allows tourist activities
but excludes any new work deployments to Myanmar.
[ABS-CBN News]
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De Vega plans to assess the situation in Myanmar
during a visit to Yangon in end-June. A final decision on
the alert level should be reached within the next two
weeks.

Pakistan summons United States deputy
mission chief over US-India statement

(Im/mha/tj) Pakistan's foreign ministry on June 26
summoned the deputy chief of the United States
embassy in Islamabad to express concern over a
statement last week by US President Joe Biden and
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi that called on
Pakistan to ensure its territory was not used as a base
for militant attacks. The US-India statement was
released after a meeting between Biden and Modi at
the White House on June 23 and received criticism
from Islamabad, which called it contrary to diplomatic
norms.

Taking exception to the US-India statement, Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif said Pakistan had been paying a
heavy price for aligning itself with the US in the two
Afghan wars. “Terrorism entered Pakistan as a
consequence of its alliance with the United States in
the war on terrorism, but regretfully its sacrifices are
not recognized,” Pakistan’s Defence Minister said.
[Arab News] [Al Jazeera] [Voice of America] [Reuters]

Pakistan’s Prime Minister meets Saudi
crown prince on sidelines of summit in
Paris

(mha) Pakistan’'s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on June
22 met with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, Prince Muhammad Bin Salman, on the
sidelines of the Summit for a New Global Financial Pact
in Paris. During the meeting, the two leaders discussed
matters of mutual interest and agreed to further
enhance bilateral cooperation between the two
countries. [Arab News]

In separate developments, Pakistan’s former Prime
Minister and supremo of the country's ruling PML-N
party, Nawaz Sharif, travelled to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia on June 24 to perform
the holy pilgrimage. Sharif, who has been living in the
United Kingdom since he left Pakistan in 2019, will be
joined by PML-N Vice President Maryam Nawaz and
other family members including Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar. [Geo News]
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Desperate to save money, Pakistan in May
surrendered its Hajj quota - an allocated number of
the country’'s Muslims who could travel to Saudi Arabia
to perform the sacred Muslim pilgrimage. The
government would have needed to spend roughly USD
284 million to facilitate the journey of around 179,000
pilgrims.

Pakistan summons Indian charge d’
affaires to register strong protest over
killing of civilians at border

(mha/lm) Pakistan on June 24 summoned the Indian
Charge d’ Affaires in Islamabad to register a strong
protest over a ceasefire violation allegedly committed
by Indian forces near the Line of Control (LoC), the
military control line between the Indian- and Pakistani-
controlled parts of the Kashmir region. The incident,
which took place on June 24, resulted in killing of two
civilians and left another one injured. [Pakistan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Pakistan, Japan hold 13th round of
Bilateral Political Consultations

(mha) The thirteenth round of Bilateral Political
Consultations between Pakistan and Japan was held on
June 27 in Tokyo. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Pakistan, Kazakhstan hold 2nd round of
Bilateral Political Consultations

(mha) The second round of Bilateral Political
Consultations between Pakistan and Kazakhstan was
held on June 26 in Astana. During the consultations,
the two sides reviewed the entire spectrum of bilateral
relations in political, trade, economic, connectivity,
science and technology, cultural and people to people
relations. [Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Singapore-US: Naval exercise Pacific
Griffin 2023

(tb) The US and Singapore's Navies are conducting the
exercise Pacific Griffin 2023 on June 16-29.
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The fourth iteration of the biennial maritime exercise is
being carried out by the two navies in the waters near
Guam. The primary objectives of the exercise are to
enhance their combined maritime proficiency and
strengthen relationships through two weeks of
dynamic training exercises both on land and at sea.

Pacific Griffin is part of the ongoing bilateral
engagement series called Cooperation Afloat
Readiness and Training (CARAT), which has been
conducted annually by the two navies since 1995.

The exercise strengthened the mutual understanding
and deepened the relationship between the navies.
Activities ashore and at sea like combined afloat sea
combat training, anti-submarine warfare and anti-air
warfare demonstrations were conducted. [DVIDS]

Singapore’s president pays an official
state visit to Quatar

(tb) Singapore's President Halimah Yacob visited Qatar
on June 19-21.

She met Qatar’s Emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani and visited the National Museum of Qatar.
Furthermore, she met with the Singaporean
community that lives in Qatar. [The Strait Times 1]

In a speech, she pointed at the natural affinity of the
two states and similar strategic interests. As two small
states surrounded by large neighbors, they find their
way to make themselves relevant and be active.

Additionally, she stated that Singapore and Qatar will
advocate together for free trade and an inclusive,
rules-based multilateral trading system. [The Strait
Times 2]

Singapore kicked-out by Van Lanschot
Kempen NV from investment portfolio

(tb) Van Lanschot Kempen NV excluded Singapore
from their investment portfolio because the country
failed, he updated ESG test for environmental risks.

Kempen sits in the Netherlands and started to use
tests on sovereign bonds and state-backed entities last
year. The results are used for portfolio allocation for
pension clients and customer groups
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The government of Singapore defended its climate
policies and emphasized its commitment to
decarbonizing its electricity generation.
[Yahoo!Finance]

Singapore and Sichuan companies sign
MOUs

(tb) At a trade and investment meeting in Chengdu on
June 25, 2023, Singapore and six Sichuan companies
signed MOUs.

The MOUs reflect Singapore's interests in Sichuan.
They will deepen collaboration and create new trading
opportunities for all stakeholders. Singapore was
Sichuan largest investor last year. [The Business
Times]

South Korea-Poland: Polish pilots
complete air combat training in South
Korea

(tms) A group of Polish pilots have completed air
combat training in South Korea. They will soon return
to the country to take over the FA-50 aircraft enter the
air force’s equipment and begin flying in airspace in
August, the Polish defense ministry reported.

The training is seen as crucial as it accelerates its
military modernization efforts in response to the
growing threats posed by Russia. Poland's MiG-29
fighter jets will replace South Korea's FA-50 aircraft,
which have been transferred to Ukraine. [The Korea
Herald]

South Korea-US: Foreign ministers hold
phone talk

(tms) U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
communicated with his South Korean counterpart to
provide an update on the results of his recent visit to
China, according to the US State Department.

During the phone conversation with South Korean
Foreign Minister Park Jin, Blinken reiterated the US'
commitment to the alliance with South Korea was
reaffirmed in his discussions in Beijing on a wide range
of bilateral, regional, and global issues, including North
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Korea's nuclear threats. [Yonhap] [The Korea Herald]
[The Korea Times]

Meanwhile, North Korea has criticized Blinken for
attempting to persuade China to exert pressure on
Pyongyang to disarm, according to state media KCNA.
The North Korean government issued a warning,
stating that its response would become "more
overwhelming and aggressive" in the face of any
escalated military actions taken by the US on the
Korean Peninsula. [Reuters]

South Korea-US: South Korean assembly
foreign affairs committee chief meets
with US House counterpart

(tms) The South Korean National Assembly announced
that the chairman of the foreign affairs committee met
with his counterpart from the U.S. House in
Washington and discussed the alliance between the
two countries and other pending issues.

During the meeting it was highlighted that the bilateral
alliance between South Korea and the United States
has been significantly enhanced in quality, referring to
“Washington Declaration," which was adopted during
the April summit between President Yoon Suk Yeol and
U.S. President Joe Biden. [The Korea Times] [Yonhap]

Senior South Korean and American officials in charge
of cybersecurity have formed a senior steering group
to address cyber threats. This group will play a central
role in an “information alliance” aimed at
strengthening the ties between the two countries.

In addition, Seoul and Washington will engage in
regular exchanges, including global exercises, to assess
their preparedness in proactively dealing with cyber
threats. [The Korea Herald]

South Korea-Vietnam: Economic and
security ties to be expanded

(tms) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol visited
Vietnam last week, establishing stronger economic ties
between the two countries and initiating what is seen
as a promising phase of the progressive partnership.

In his meeting with Vietnamese President Vo Van
Thuong at the presidential palace in Hanoi on June 23,
the two leaders discussed ways to strengthen
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cooperation against North Korea's nuclear threat while
expanding economic ties to increase bilateral trade,
with Yoon announcing reed to provide the Southeast
Asian nation with official development assistance
totaling USD 4 billion in soft loans by 2030.

Yoon, accompanied by a large business delegation
consisting of 205 members, also witnessed the signing
of 111 memoranda of understanding between
business leaders from the two countries as well as
trade consultations conducted for around 100
companies.

This visit has paved the way for both nations to
ambitiously strive for a trading volume of USD 150
billion by 2030, as highlighted by Yoon's senior
economic secretary. [The Korea Times] [The Korea
Herald] [Yonhap]

South Korean government wants real-
time data sharing with Japan on
Fukushima release

(tms) The South Korean government announced its
intention to seek data sharing in real-time with Tokyo
regarding the discharge of radioactive water from the
Fukushima nuclear power plant to verify whether the
operation is being executed as planned.

The intent was disclosed at a daily government briefing
and stated that Seoul's top priority is to ensure and
supervise the capability of Tokyo Power Company
(TEPCO), the operator of the Fukushima nuclear power
plant, to fulfill the requirements for the release of
contaminated water and effectively manage all
essential equipment and facilities. [KBS]

He added that TEPCO and the Japan Atomic Energy
Agency recently disclosed the results of an analysis on
the contaminated water in K4 tanks used to measure
radioactive substances in water treated by the
Advanced Liquid Processing System (ALPS), which is
designed to remove such substances from the
wastewater at the Fukushima plant. [Yonhap]

South Korean rights watchdog urges
China to stop repatriation of North
Korean defectors

(tms) The head of South Korea's human rights
watchdog called upon China to refrain from returning
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North Korean defectors to their home country in
response to reports indicating that approximately
2,000 North Koreans, currently detained in China, are
at risk of being repatriated soon.

Song Doo-hwan, the chairperson of the National
Human Rights Commission of Korea, expressed
concern about the potential violation of human rights
faced by North Koreans if they are repatriated. He
urged the Chinese government to adhere to the United
Nations' recommendation on the matter. [The Korea
Herald] [The Korea Times]

Song also requested that the South Korean
government take all necessary measures to prevent
the involuntary repatriation of North Korean defectors
from China and ensure that they are provided with
suitable protection for their human rights. [Yonhap]

Sri Lankan President meets with
International Monetary Fund Managing
Director

(ns) On June 22, Intentional Monetary Fund Managing
Director Kristalina Georgieva met with Sri Lankan
President Ranil Wickremesinghe. She praised the ruling
government for its strong ownership to address
contemporary economic challenges. She reassures in
her message of the IMF's firm commitment to support
the economic reforms to improve the living standards
of the Island nation. [IMF Managing Director - Twitter]

Taiwan receives US drone system

(dqgl) The Taiwanese Coast Guard Administration (CGA)
has confirmed that it has been provided by the US with
a Jump 20 unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) system for
free. It has also been offered on operating the drone
which is capable of vertical take-off and landing
capabilities. The related agreement was reportedly
signed late last year.

Under the deal Wahington agreed to supply the UAV
and training to support Taiwan in handling illegal oil
sales and the proliferation of weapons and illegal
fishing as well as countering cross-border criminal
activity and tackling maritime disasters. [Focus Taiwan
11

Meanwhile, Taiwan's army is said to be in the process
of customizing domestically developed reconnaissance
drones, which includes, among other measures,
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equipping them with a laser targeting system that will
help the military to accurately lock onto targets and
transmit the coordinates back to a military base and
installing ammunition drums allowing the drones to
respond to unexpected attacks while on mission.
[Focus Taiwan 2]

Further, Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense (MND)
has dismissed a media report on the suspension of the
development of the Clouded Leopard armored vehicle,
confirming that it was on schedule.

It added that two prototypes of the eight-wheeled,
105-millimeter assault guns-equipped vehicles have
passed required engineering development tests as well
as shooting precision and stability tests, while
completion of the ongoing initial weapons testing
phase is expected for October.

The MND has allocated USD 24.8 million for the
production of the two Clouded Leopard prototypes
from 2019-2023 and a total of 282 of them from 2024-
2036 in its budget proposal submitted to parliament.
[Focus Taiwan 3]

Taiwan-Czech Republic: Constitutional
court chiefs meet for the first time

(dql) For the first time ever, the heads of the Taiwanese
and Czech constitutional courts held an official
meeting on June 21, in latest sign of increasing ties
between Europe and Taiwan.

During their meeting, held in the Czech constitutional
court, the two sides exchanged about the courts’ roles
and competences in their respective judicial systems
and briefed each other on judicial reviews of measures
to combat COVID-19. [Constitutional Court, Taiwan, in
Chinese]

Taiwan-Guatemala: Presidential
candidates pledge to retain diplomatic
ties with Taipei

(dqgl) Ahead of presidential election on June 25, the two
leading candidates - Sandra Torres of the conservative
National Unity of Hope UNE and Bernardo Arévalo of
the leftist Seed Movement - have vowed to retain
diplomatic relations with Taiwan instead of switching
diplomatic recognition to China.
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In 2021, outgoing Guatemalan President Alejandro
Giammattei confirmed that China had demanded the
Central American country to sever ties with Taiwan. He
refused to meet the demand.

The pledges came as the Guatemalan government and
the Taiwanese embassy in Guatemala issued a joint
announcement of June 23 about Taiwan investing
more than USD 200,000 in a two-year program that will
benefit 2,000 artisans in Guatemala. [Focus Taiwan]

Since President Tsai Ing-wen of the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party assumed office in May 2016, nine
former diplomatic allies have switched diplomatic ties
to China, with Honduras being the latest (and the fifth
Latin Amercian) country which changed diplomatic
allegiance in March [see AIR No. 12, March/2023, 3].

Chinese military aircraft fly around
Taiwan

(dgl) According to Taiwan's Ministry of National
Defense (MND), nine Chinese military aircraft and five
naval vessels were spotted around Taiwan June 25 and
June 26, with two them tracked in Taiwan'’s air defense
identification zone (ADIZ), one Sukhoi Su-30 combat jet
crossing the Taiwan Strait median line in the northeast
sector of the ADIZ and one Harbin BZK-005
reconnaissance drone crossing the median line in the
southwest corner of the zone.

So far this month, 299 military aircraft and 132 naval
ships were sent by China around Taiwan. [Ministry of
Defense, Taiwan, Twitter] [Taiwan News]

Thailand extradites four Thai nationals to
Malaysia for human trafficking

(aj) Thailand extradited four Thai nationals to Malaysia
for their involvement in human trafficking and mass
graves containing over 100 skeletal remains of
trafficked victims and Rohingya refugees. Thai and
Malaysian authorities found the physical remains of
the illegal trade network in 2015, prompting a joint
investigation into the crime and the Thai conviction of
62 people involved in the trade.

In January 2015, Malaysian authorities found 139 mass
graves and 28 abandoned camps in Perlis, Malaysia’s
northernmost state along the Thai-Malaysian border.
Most of the victims were Rohingya refugees escaping
persecution from the Myanmar government, as well as
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trafficked persons from Bangladesh. Four months after
Malaysia's discovery of the human trafficking network,
Thai authorities found 32 similar graves and camps in
its deep south provinces of Satun and Songkhla, both
border Perlis.

Thailand and Malaysia began to carry out a joint
investigation in 2017. Thailand tried 102 people
allegedly involved in the crime; 62 defendants were
convicted, including a three-star general who died
during his 82-year sentence. In 2017, Malaysia applied
for the extradition of ten of these Thai nationals
involved in the crime. Some of the ten requested
offenders passed away while serving their Thai
sentences, while another two remain in Thailand to
complete their jail terms. Those extradited to Malaysia
will face the Kangar Sessions Court in Perlis for anti-
trafficking chargers under Malaysia’s Anti-Trafficking in
Persons and Anti-Smuggling of Migrants Act 2007.

No public officials or smugglers were tried in Malaysia,
prompting a number of human rights groups to accuse
the Malaysian government of mishandling the case.
Some advocacy groups, including a Malaysian
government-commissioned panel, also believe that this
human trafficking ring was preventable. Notably,
Malaysian authorities did not publicize their discovery
until Thailand broadcasted the news, which meant that
recovery and exhumation of the victims’ bodies on the
Malaysian side did not begin until four months after
the fact. [Radio Free Asia] [The Diplomat] [The Star]

Vietnam: Death sentence for three
Taiwanese

(km) The People's Court of Ho Chi Min City pronounced
the death sentence for three Taiwanese nationals on
June 22. They were convicted of trafficking 480
kilograms of illicit substances into the city. [VnExpress
International]

Vietnam: Prime Minister receives Minister
of Cuban Armed Forces

(km) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh welcomed
Minister of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Cuba
Corps General Alvaro Lopez Miera on June 22 in Hanoi,
with the latter expressing appreciation for Vietnam's
support and assistance for Cuba’s national defence
and construction, including the advocacy for the UN
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resolution opposing the embargo on Cuba and its help
with agricultural development. [vovworld.vn]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

28 June 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Thirteenth Annual South China Sea
Conference

This in-person conference and webcast will provide a
platform for in-depth exchange and analysis of
developments in the South China Sea over the past
year and potential paths forward, with panels
addressing, among otherers, the state of play in the
South China Sea, legal developments and dispute
management, evolving alliance networks, and the role
of outside parties, such as the Quad, AUKUS, and
Europe.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

28 June 2023 @ 5:30-6:30 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

N Peacekeepers and Parallel Forces:
Challenges and Opportunities

This hybrid event will present latest research findings
of Dr Shannon Zimmerman, Australian War College,
Deakin University, on the dynamics between parallel
forces in UN peace operations, namely the UN
multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in
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Mali and the UN Multidimensional Integrated
Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

28 June 2023 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

How should the US reshape its Russia
policy?

This webinar will discuss the question of how the West
should engage with Russia, given Moscow's diplomatic

and economic isolation.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

28 June 2023 @ 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Stepping into focus: Africa, BRICS, and the
war in Ukraine

The online discuss will focus on an analysis of Africa’s
perspective on Russia’s war in Ukraine, and the impact
of the upcoming August BRICS conference in South
Africa on the geopolitical order.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

28 June 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Peterson
Institute for International Economics (PIIE), USA

CBDC projects gradually take shape

This online event will explore prospects and next steps
of the introduction of central bank digital currencies
(CBDCs) as the debate is gradually evolving from a high
level of abstraction to more specific consideration of
concrete projects.

Visit [PIIE] for further details.

29 June 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA
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Previewing Vilnius: A Conversation with
Ambassador David Quarrey

This webinar will feature a talk with Ambassador David
Quarrey, Permanent Representative of the United
Kingdom to NATO, on NATO's support to Ukraine,
defense investment pledges, NATO's New Force Model,
as well as the alliance’s long-term sustainable defense
industrial capacity, among others.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

29 June 2023 @ 9:30-10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

What is Next for North Korea?

This webcast will explore the question of what North
Korea will do next in a conversation with Markus
Garlauskas, director of the new Indo-Pacific Security
Initiative of the Scowcroft Center for Strategy and
Security at the Atlantic Council.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

29 June 2023 @ 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. (GMT+1),
Chatham House, UK

London conference 2023

The world continues to face an uncertain global
picture, as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is going on,
geopolitical competition between China and the West
is resurging, and many countries are struggling to cope
with inflationary pressures and the aftershocks of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

This online conference will address these challenges as
well as the cooperation between allies and between

strategic competitors that is needed to tackle them.

For more information, see [Chatham House].

30 June 2023 @ 3:00-4:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center for
Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

A Racial Equity Lens to U.S. Foreign Policy

This webcast will discuss the importance of racial
equity in foreign policy and diplomacy, a year after the
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State Department’s appointment of the first Special
Representative for Racial Equity and Justice (SRRE)).

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

3 July 2023 @ 4:30-6:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,
Belgium

Driving Europe’s green industrial
revolution

This hybrid event will feature the launch of the book
“Bruegel Blueprint: Rebooting the Net Zero Industry
Act,” which aims to contribute to the formation of a

new green industrial policy approach in Europe.

For further event details, see [Bruegel].

4 July 2023 @ 12:15-4:30 p.m. (GMT+2), Bruegel,
Belgium

Democratic Resilience in light of the 2024
EU elections

This hybrid event will address challenges to the current
system of representative democracy as it is facing an
uncertain period characterized by technocratic,
plebiscitarian, and authoritarian tendencies,
accompanied by revolutions in social communication,
digital technology, changes in the scale of governance,
demographic changes, and new emergencies (climate,
health, security) involving new risks and changing
perceptions of risk.

For further event details, see [Bruegel].

4 July 2023 @ 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS
- Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

The Evolving IPEF: Update and
Perspectives from Indonesia, Malaysia
and Thailand

This webinar will offer an overview of the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) and its
evolution, and explore perspectives from three ASEAN
members: Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand, with a
focus on the question of what these countries perceive
as potential benefits and challenges in the agreement.
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More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

4 July 2023 @ 6:30-7:30 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

The Palestine Laboratory

This live-stream in-person event will feature the launch
of the book “The Palestine Laboratory: How Israel
Exports the Technology of Occupation Around the
World,” which shows in depth and for the first time
how Israel has become a leader in developing spying
technology and defense hardware.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

Recent and upcoming book releases

Donghyun Danny Choi, Mathias Poertner, and
Nicholas Sambanis, Native Bias: Overcoming
Discrimination against Immigrants, Pluto Press, 152
pages, published October 11, 2022. For a review, see
[LSE].

Sheila Miyoshi Jager, The Other Great Game: The
Opening of Korea and the Birth of Modern East Asia,
published May 16, 2023. To read a review, visit [Asian
Review of Books]

Ran Zwigenberg, Nuclear Minds: Cold War
Psychological Science and the Bombings of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, University of Chicago Press, 304

pages, to be released July 25, 2023. The book is
reviewed in [Asian Review of Books].

Samrat Choudhury, Northeast India: A Political
History, Hurst, 432 pages, to be released August 1,
2023. For areview, follow [Asian Review of Books].

Michael G. Vickers, By All Means Available: Memoirs of
a Life in Intelligence, Special Operations, and
Strategy, Knopf, 576 pages, published June 20, 2023. A
review is available at [The New York Times].

Calls

The Norwegian Centre for Human Rights at the
University of Oslo invites paper proposals for

its international conference “Planetary Crises and
International Human Rights: Governing Contemporary
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Threats through Litigation and Civic Action,” to be
held on October 26-27, 2023 at the Faculty of Law,
University of Oslo. Abstract submission deadline is
June 30, 2023. For more information, see [University of
Oslo].

The Section on Constitutional Law of the Association
of the American Law Schools (AALS) invites
submissions for the Section’s Article V panel on
amending the U.S. Constitution, to be held at the 2024
Annual Meeting of the AALS on January 3-6, 2024, in
Washington, D.C. The closing date for abstract
submission is August 25, 2023. Details are available at
[AALSI].

The DIRPOLIS Institute at the Sant’Anna School of
Advanced Studies, Plsa, Italy, invites paper proposals
for its conference “China and Europe in the African
Continent: Economic, Legal and Political
Perspectives,” scheduled for November 30 and
December 1, 2023, at the Sant'Anna School's main
campus. Abstract submission deadline is July 15, 2023.
For more information, see [Sant’ Anna School of
Advanced Studies].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Technical Associate to be based in
Colombia. Applications are accepted until Jul 17, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Communication Intern to be based
in Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are accepted until
Jul 7, 2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Research Intern to be based in
Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are accepted until Jul
7,2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Visual Asset Management Analyst to
be based in Remote Work. Applications are accepted
until Jul 1, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Administrative Assistant to be
based in Belmopan (Belize). Applications are accepted
until Jun 30, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNDP].
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The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Logistics
Officer to be based in Haiti. Applications are accepted
until Jul 8, 2023. More information is provided

as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks

an Evaluation Officer to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until Jul 15, 2023. More
information is provided as [WFEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Senior
Peace & Conflict Advisor to be based in Italy.
Applications are accepted until Jul 3, 2023. More
information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks

an Intern to be based in Rome, Italy. Applications are
accepted until Jul 24, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks

a Monitoring Assistant to be based in Ethiopia.
Applications are accepted until Jun 29, 2023. More
information is provided as [WEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Consultancy, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until Jun 8, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Education Specialist, to be based in United States
and Remote Work. Applications are accepted until Jul 3,
2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a HIV Specialist, to be based in Windhoek, Namibia.
Applications are accepted until Jul 14, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Nutrition Officer, to be based in Maiduguri, Nigeria.
Applications are accepted until Jul 7, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Digital Communication Officer, to be based in New
York, United States. Applications are accepted until Jul

6, 2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks

a Programme Assistant, to be based in Nairobi,
Kenya. Applications are accepted until Jul 8, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks
a Consultant, to be based in Yaounde, Cameroon.
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Applications are accepted until Jul 7, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks

a Public Health Officer, to be based in Brazzaville,
Republic of the Congo. Applications are accepted until
Jul 12, 2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks

a Technical Officer, to be based in Vientiane, Laos.
Applications are accepted until Jul 13, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks

a Coordinator, to be based in Amman, Jordan.
Applications are accepted until Jul 13, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Team
Assistant to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until Jul 22, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks
an Intern to be based in Libya. Applications are
accepted until Jul 7, 2023. More information is
provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks

an Associate to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until Jul 1, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks

a Programme Officer to be based in Baghdad, Iraq.
Applications are accepted until Jul 1, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks

a Communication Specialist to be based in Beirut,
Lebanon. Applications are accepted until Jun 29, 2023.
More information is provided as [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks
an Employment Specialist, to be based in United
States. Applications are accepted until Aug 15, 2023.
More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks
an Health and Wellness Coordinator, to be based in
United States. Applications are accepted until Aug 23,
2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks

a Family Reunification Specialist, to be based in
United States. Applications are accepted until Aug 23,
2023. More information is provided as [IRC].
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The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks
a Facilitator, to be based in Katowice, Poland.
Applications are accepted until Jul 31, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks

a Livelihoods Officer, to be based in Erd, Hungary and
Poland. Applications are accepted until Jul 31, 2023.
More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Emergency Programme Specialist, to be based in
Mogadishu, Somalia. Applications are accepted until Jul
7,2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Technical Adviser, to be based in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia. Applications are accepted until Jul 14, 2023.
More information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Agricultural Officer, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until Jul 14, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Finance Officer, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until Jul 14, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Human Resources Specialist, to be based in
Mogadishu, Somalia. Applications are accepted until Jul
7,2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks

a Coordinator, to be based in Central African Republic.
Applications are accepted until Jul 22, 2023. More
information is provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks an Assistant,
to be based in France. Applications are accepted until
Jul 22, 2023. More information is provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Regional
Finance Specialist, to be based in Kenya. Applications
are accepted until Jul 10, 2023. More information is
provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Health and
Nutrition Coordinator, to be based in Myanmar.
Applications are accepted until Jul 22, 2023. More
information is provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Gender and
Protection Analyst, to be based in Liberia.
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Applications are accepted until Jul 5, 2023. More
information is provided as [ACF].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Research, to be based
in Sofia, Bulgaria. Applications are accepted until Jul 7,
2023. More information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Consultant, to be
based in Washington DC, United States. Applications
are accepted until Jul 7, 2023. More information is
provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Lead Designer, to be
based in Sofia, Bulgaria. Applications are accepted until
Jul 7,2023. More information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Statistician, to be
based in Washington DC, United States. Applications
are accepted until Jul 15, 2023. More information is
provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a HR Assistant, to be
based in Chennai, India. Applications are accepted until
Jul 7,2023. More information is provided as [\WB].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks an Intern, to be
based in Bogota, Colombia. Applications are accepted
until Jun 29, 2023. More information is provided

as (DRC).

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Community
Liaison, to be based in Santander, Spain. Applications
are accepted until Jun 29, 2023. More information is
provided as (DRC).

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Support
Services Trainee, to be based in Bogota, Colombia.
Applications are accepted until Jun 29, 2023. More
information is provided as (DRQ).

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Resilience
Consortium Manager, to be based in Damascus,
Syria. Applications are accepted until Jul 15, 2023. More
information is provided as (DRC).

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Protection
Assistant, to be based in Lviv, Ukraine. Applications
are accepted until Jul 2, 2023. More information is
provided as (DRC).

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) seeks a Project Officer, to be
based in Kabul, Afghanistan. Applications are accepted
until Jul 7, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNESCQ].
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) seeks a Researcher, to be
based in Beirut, Lebanon. Applications are accepted
until Jul 5, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNESCO].

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) seeks a Senior Statistical
Assistant, to be based in Dakar, Senegal. Applications
are accepted until Jul 21, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNESCO].

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) seeks an Associate Project
Officer, to be based in Paris, France. Applications are
accepted until Jul 6, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNESCQO].

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) seeks a Technical
Consultant, to be based in Paris, France. Applications
are accepted until Jun 30, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNESCQO]

The Political Science Department at Williams
College in Massachusetts, United States is inviting
applications for the position of Assistant Professor of
Political Science. The application submission deadline
is September 15, 2023. For more details, see [Williams
College].

The Sociology Department in the Maxwell School of
Citizenship and Public Affairs in New York, United
States, is inviting applications for the position

of Assistant Professor in Law and Society. Application
submission deadline is September 1, 2023. For more
details, see [Syracuse University].

The Department of Public Policy Leadership at the
University of Mississippi in Mississippi, United States,
is inviting applications for the position of Assistant
Professor. The application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [University of
Mississippil.

The Department of History, Politics, and Social
Justice at Winston-Salem State University in North
Carolina, United States, is inviting applications for

two adjunct positions to teach Political Science
courses. Application submission deadline is December
31, 2023. For more details, see [Winston-Salem State
University].

The Syracuse University, New York, United States, is
inviting applications for the position of Senior Director
Government Affairs. The application submission
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deadline is not specified. For more details, see
[Syracuse University].

The Department of Criminology & Criminal Justice
at Texas Christian University in Texas, United States,
is inviting applications for the position of Assistant
Professor in Criminal Justice. Application submission
deadline is September 12, 2023. For more details, see
[Texas Christian University].

California State University, United States, is inviting
applications for the position of Assistant Professor of
Political Science (Environmental Politics and Justice).
Application submission deadline is September 15,
2023. For more details, see [California State
University].

The Department of Political Science at Rollins
College in Florida, United States, is inviting
applications for the position of Assistant Professor in
American Politics. The application submission deadline
is not specified. For more details, see [Rollins College].

The University of Texas, United States, is inviting
applications for the position of Lecturer in Political
Science. The application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [University of Texas].

The Sam Houston State University, Texas, United
States, is inviting applications for two positions

of Associate Professor of Forensic Science. The
application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Sam Houston State University].

The Department of Justice Studies at San Jose State
University, California, United States is inviting
applications for its Justice Studies Lecturer Pool. The
application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [San Jose State University].

The National Defense University, Fort Bragg, North
Carolina is inviting applications for the position of
Associate Professor. The application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see
[National Defense University].

The Spadoni College of Education and Social
Sciences at Coastal Carolina University, South
Carolina, United States is inviting applications for the
position of Associate Professor of Political Science.
Application submission deadline is September 6, 2023.
For more details, see [Coastal Carolina University]

The University of New York, New York, United States,
is inviting applications for an Adjunct Lecturer position
in Political Science. The application submission
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deadline is not specified. For more details, see
[Brockport].

The Department of Political Science and
International Studies at the College of Behavioral
and Social Sciences, Georgia, United States, is inviting
applications for the position of Visiting Instructor of
Political Science. The application submission deadline
is not specified. For more details, see [Yonsei
University].

The University of Texas, Texas, United States, is
inviting applications for the position of Lecturer in
Political Science. The application submission deadline
is not specified. For more details, see [University of
Texas].

Mohawk Valley Community College, New York,
United States, is inviting applications for the position
of Upward Bound Science Academic Content
Specialist. The application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [Mohawk Valley
Community College].

The Department of Global Studies at California
State University San Marcos, California, United
States, is inviting applications for a Lecturer position.
Application submission deadline is August 31, 2023.
For more details, see [California State University San
Marcos].

Team:

Amanda Jaroen (aj), Catlin Celestine Fernandez (ccf), Cho
Zin Thet (cho), Duc Quang Ly (dql), Edward Green (ed),
Hanzaw Aung (ha), Jamie Leong (jl), Kanokphong
Visetvoharn, Khin Ohnmar Moe (km), Lucas Meier (Im),
Morten Strantzen (ms), Muhammad Hussain Amin (mha),
Nath Kusolsong (nk), Noor Afrose (na), Svinina Natalia
Vladimirovna (ns), Tatjana Buehring (tb), Tarazi
Mohammed Sheikh (tms), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus
Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Worrawit
Sirijintana (ws), Yves Nunticha Bowonnaowarux (ynb)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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