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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates Belgium’s'’
National Day, Colombia’s and Slovakia’'s Independence
Day and Egypt's Revolution Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Economy rebound stalls in the
second quarter

(ms) The economic data published by the National
Bureau of Statistics of China for June and thus for the
second quarter confirm that the Chinese economy
cannot continue the hoped-for rebound of the first
quarter, a trend that had already become apparentin
April and May,

Although China's GDP grew by 6.3 percent year-on-
year in the second quarter, thus exceeding the
proclaimed annual target of 4.5 percent, these figures
are deceptive, primarily due to the low year-on-year
comparison figures. Comparing economic growth in
the second quarter to the first quarter, the economy
grew by only 0.8 percent, a significant drop from the
2.2 percent growth in the first quarter to the previous



quarter. In the other key values, too, the Chinese
economy largely lagged behind expectations through
June.

Another persistent problem is the continuously
growing unemployment rate among young people. The
record figure from May [see AiR No. 25, June/2023, 3]
was again exceeded by half a percentage point and
now stands at 21.3 percent. So far, the Chinese
government has not taken any measures that would
indicate that this trend will abate in the coming
months.

Economic experts agree that there is a need for further
subsidies and support from the Chinese government,
especially the private sector continues to lag behind its
state counterparts. This is a problem, as it is precisely
these companies that, in addition to economic growth,
could play an important role in combating youth
unemployment. [Financial Times] [National Bureau of
Statistics of China] [South China Morning Post] [The
Guardian]

China: Premier Li meets with Chinese
internet giants

(ms) Chinese Premier Li Qiang presided over a meeting
with the country’s major internet companies Alibaba
Cloud, Meituan, ByteDance-owned Douyin, and
Xiaohongshu on July 12, bolstering hopes for an end to
the Chinese tech crackdown.

The total of nearly USD1.5 billion in fines against
Alibaba's Ant Group and Tencent in particular as a
result of the end of the Chinese government's
investigation and strict crackdown [see AiR No. 28,
July/2023, 2], which has been ongoing since late 2020,
was seen by many observers as an end to the
repressive control of the private tech sector. The
meeting between Li and representatives of the Chinese
companies underscores this assumption.

Not much concrete information has been made public
about the content of the meeting. Among other things,
it is said to have been about the stronger role of
private companies in the Chinese economy, which is
urgently needed in view of the rather disappointing
economic development in the second quarter (see
entry above). To this end, Li calls on companies to
focus more on innovation without being more specific.
In order to achieve this goal, Li is calling on the local
governments to better support the companies in their
endeavors.
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Just prior to the meeting, among others, the
companies participating in the meeting received
separate praise from the National Development and
Reform Commission (NDRC), China's economic
planning agency, for their role in promoting the
country's technological progress and economic growth,
underscoring the Chinese government's emerging
friendlier course. [Bloomberg] [Global Times] [Caixin
Global] [Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

China: Launch of crackdown of internet
rumors and false information

(ms) The Chinese Ministry of Public Security on July 15
launched a week-long campaign against the spread of
rumors and false information on the Internet.

The measure comes shortly after China's President Xi
Jinping held a cybersecurity meeting in Beijing. At the
end of the meeting, he called for, among other things,
the stronger implementation of "the important
thoughts of the Communist Party's Central Committee
about [building] a 'cyber great power' and earnestly
shoulder the responsibility of raising the banner to
gather the hearts of the people, preventing risks and
ensuring safety, and strengthening governance to
benefit the people."

Shanghai police reported just one day after the start to
have targeted 258 people in their jurisdiction for
spreading rumors on the Internet and closing 460
illegal accounts for violations. The Cyberspace
Administration of China (CAC) simultaneously
announced the punishment of 373 accounts for
violating laws and regulations.

Xi's call for China to become a "cyber great power™"
goes back several years, and the use of such campaign
is also a well-known tool. As recently as April, a 100-day
crackdown on "online rumors" began, during which
more than 10,000 social media accounts were
reportedly suspended. [Global Times] [South China
Morning Post]

China: Cybersecurity Authority unveils
regulation for Al

(ms) The Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC) on
July 13 released regulations to control the country's
fast-growing Al sector, taking a looser approach than
expected after the draft presented in April.
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The 24-article law [see full text in Chinese] is due to
come into force on August 15, but the CAC stressed
that it is only a preliminary set of regulations. It gave
no indication of plans or timeframes for completing a
final version, suggesting that the CAC only wants to
leave itself the option to adjust or redraft if problems
arise.

Probably the most decisive change to the former draft
of April is the relaxation regarding the requirement for
Al providers to undergo security checks. While in the
April draft every form of Al had to undergo these
controls, the CAC now limits this only to providers that
are designed for the Chinese public. This means that
all internal company technologies as well as
technologies designed for industrial use are exempt
from controls. The same applies to technology
developed for the non-Chinese market, regardless of
the area of application. However, the regulations
continue to apply to foreign technologies designed for
the Chinese public.

In addition, the fines for violations and the obligation
of platform operators to act within a three-month
period to correct problematic content included in the
draft have been removed.

A possible explanation for the relaxation could be the
concerns of legal experts as well as people from the Al
industry, who feared that the April draft due to the
great responsibility for the regulation of Al content
with the platform operators, are too strict rules and
regulations would slow down the development in
China.

Also, in a shift from the draft, the CAC is no longer the
sole author, but seven other Chinese institutions,
including the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of
Economy and Technology, have been added as co-
authors. The law states that "[t]he relevant authorities
shall carry out supervision and inspection of generative
Al services in accordance with their responsibilities”,
which leads to uncertainty about the extent to which
supervision will be carried out. [Bloomberg] [CNBC]
[Reuters]

China: State security minister demands
stronger defense against foreign spies

(ms) Chen Yixin, China's State Security Minister,
expressed in an article published on July 11 the need
for China to "proactively defend" against foreign
espionage, continuing China's national security
campaign that manifested itself with the expansion of


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-x/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-m/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-c/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-q/

the Counter Espionage Law in early July [see AiR No.
18, May/2023,1].

The ministry is responsible, among other things, for
monitoring China's own as well as foreign espionage.
Chen took office during the 20th National Congress of
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). Chen Yixin's
predecessor Chen Wenging, meanwhile, was
appointed to the 24-member Politburo and named
Secretary of the Central Political and Legal Affairs
Commission (CPLC), the institution in which Chen Yixin
served until his promotion as Secretary General. The
CPLC acts as the supervisor and coordinator of all law
enforcement agencies and is thus in charge of the
Ministry of Security, the law enforcement agencies and
the courts. [China Daily]

The promotion of Chen Wengqing was the first time an
espionage chief has been appointed to the highest
security office, usually held by a former minister of
public security, which is why his promotion has already
been interpreted as a sign of a greater focus on
strengthening national security against foreign actors.

The expansion of the Counter Espionage Law had
already granted security agencies significantly more
authority in controlling foreign companies that handle
sensitive information. Together with the campaign now
called for by Chen Yixin, which can be expected to be
followed by actual measures in the coming months, a
strengthening of China's security apparatus and the
heeding of President Xi Jinping's call in the face of
strained U.S.-China relations to prepare for "worst-case
and most extreme scenarios" can be seen. [South
China Morning Post]

China: Investigation against high-ranking
Shanghai personalities

(ms) The Central Commission for Discipline Inspection
(CCDI), China's top anti-corruption agency, announced
within 24 hours the start of investigations into both
Dong Yunhu, previously chairman of the Shanghai
Municipal People's Congress, the city's top legislative
body, and Cheng Feng, deputy general manager of
Shanghai United Media Group.

Dong and Cheng are both accused violations of
discipline and law, an often-used euphemism for
corruption.

Dong is the first ministerial-level official to be
investigated since President Xi Jinping Xi renewed his
anti-corruption campaign at the 20th National
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Congress of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in
mid-October. [Caixin Global] [Global Times]

The state-owned Shanghai United Media Group, which
includes among others the news outlets "The Paper™"
and "Sixth Tone", has been under the leadership of
Cheng since 2013.

Whether and to what extent the two cases are related
to each other or information about the circumstances
that caused them and possible charges against the two
high-ranking individuals have not yet been made
public. [South China Morning Post]

China: Highest temperature ever
measured in China

(ms) Like many other parts of the world, China is
suffering under a severe heat wave. On July 16, one city
reported the highest temperature ever measured in
China, with 52.2 degrees Celsius. Subsequently,
Chinese energy production centers are reporting
record demand.

The Sanbao community in the Turpan Depression in
the northwestern Xinjiang region and on the border of
the Taklamakan Desert experienced the highest
temperature in Chinese history at over 52 degrees
Celsius, a region where the lowest temperature ever
recorded in China was measured just 6 months ago at
-52.2 degrees.

Even if not with 50 degrees, many regions in China
suffer currently and already in the last months under
continuous heat waves, which is why again worries
about large crop failures as in the last year arise.

The Chinese power grid is also particularly burdened
by the heat. The state-owned China Energy Investment
Corporation one of China's largest electricity producers
stated that it has measured record levels in the
demand for electricity. While the Chinese government
is preparing for the coming strain on the power grid to
prevent widespread blackouts like the ones last
summer [see No. 25, June/2023, 3], it remains to be
seen to what extent these will be enough to counter
the impact of the record temperatures. [Al Arabiya
News] [CNN] [Reuters]

China: New advanced frigate nears
completion
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(ms) According to images circulating on the Chinese
platform Weibo, the Chinese People's Liberation Army
(PLA) is close to finishing construction of two Type
054B frigates.

The PLA planned to complete the two ships by the end
of this year and appears to be ahead of schedule in
development. The Type 054B is a further development
of the Type 054A currently in service. The new variant
is expected to be both larger and faster and, by using
technology from the Type 055 cruisers, the PLA's
flagship, significantly superior to the Type 054A. [South
China Morning Post]

China: Launch of first methane-fueled
rocket

(ms) On July 12, the private Chinese company
LandSpace launched the world's first methane-fueled
rocket that successfully flies into orbit, coming ahead
of other mainly U.S. space companies such as Space-X
and Blue Origin.

Methane is being touted by proponents as a more
environmentally friendly propulsion system. Although
methane is a greenhouse gas, it is cleaner than the
standard RP-1 (kerosene) used in many rockets.

LandSpace is one of the first private space companies
in China. The private and commercial space sector has
been given more support by the Chinese government
and has been given a more important role in China's
space ambitions. In view of the more than 60 orbital
missions planned and already partially executed for
2023, this new capacity is essential. [Al Jazeera] [CGTN]
[Space.com]

Japan: Supreme Court rules against
restricting bathroom use for transgender
people

(ed) Japan’s Supreme Court has unanimously ruled
against a government department for restricting a
female transgender employee’s usage of her
workplace's female restrooms.

Overturning the 2021 judgement of the Tokyo High
Court by finding the government department’s acts
illegal, the ruling marks the first decision by the
Supreme Court on the rights of sexual minorities in the
workplace.
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The plaintiff was a transgender woman who was an
employee of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry. After asking the department to live in her
desired gender, she was only permitted to use female
restrooms located at least two floors away from her
office, alongside male restrooms.

In order to change one’s legal gender in Japan, one is
required to undergo sex reassignment surgery, be
unmarried, as well as undergo surgical sterilization,
according to the Gender Identity Disorder Special
Cases Act. The constitutionality of these requirements
was upheld by the Supreme Court in 2019.

Despite ruling in favor of the rights of the transgender
employee, the Supreme Court emphasized that this
case does not apply to the use of public restrooms,
which requires a separate debate. [CNN] [Kyodo
News]

Japan: Prime Minister plans cabinet
reshuffle in September amid falling public
support

(ed) According to high level government sources,
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida is planning a
cabinet reshuffle for mid-September.

The Prime Minister's government is facing a decline in
public support, according to recent polls. Kishida's
cabinet lost public support after a scandal involving the
Prime Minister's son having parties at official
residences [see AiR No. 22, May/2023, 5], as well as a
controversy stirred over privacy concerns regarding
the new My Number Card [see AiR No. 26, June/2023,
4]. According to one poll last month by the Mainichi
Shimbun, the cabinet's disapproval rating reached 58
percent. [Mainichi Shimbun]

In light of the government's sliding popularity, the
Prime Minister is mulling a cabinet reshuffle in
September. This will also coincide with a planned
extraordinary Diet session, which could enable the
Prime Minister to dissolve the Lower House for a snap
general election before more scandals are able to
come to light. [Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Space agency rocket explodes
during test
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(ed) On July 14, a Small Epsilon S rocket engine
exploded during a test at the Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency's (JAXA) testing center.

JAXA stated that the explosion took place during a
combustion test of the Epsilon S engine, which
occurred 57 seconds into a two-minute test.

JAXA is currently experimenting with the Epsilon S
rocket, which is an improved version of the solid-fuel
small Epsilon rocket, as well as with reusable rockets.
However, the space agency's tests have been marred
by setbacks over the last year. Japan's flagship H-3
rocket was ordered to self-destruct in March, while the
country’s first lunar landing was called off due to
unstable communications in November. [Asahi
Shimbun]

Japan: Tax hikes to fund increased
military spending likely to be postponed

(ed) According to the head of the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party’s tax research commission, the
planned tax hikes intended to fund Japan’s increased
military budget will likely be postponed past 2024.

The government had previously said that the tax
increases would be implemented “at an appropriate
time" in 2024 or later to cover the JPY 1 trillion (USD 7.2
billion) increase in defense spending promised in 2022.
However, the chairman of the tax commission recently
implied that the tax rises will be postponed until 2025
or later.

The government is seeking to cover 600 to 700 billion
of the 1 trillion yen through increases in corporation
tax, with 200 billion coming from increases to income
and cigarette taxes. However, it would be difficult to
legislate for this without a delay due to the convention
of informing the public a year prior to tax increases.
Moreover, the need for the extra revenue is less
pressing due to the budget surplus in the fiscal year of
2022 exceeding the government's expectations.

The government has also suggested it will delay the tax
increases, stating it will “make a flexible decision based
on the situation”. [Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Defense Ministry considering
increasing surveillance in Pacific islands
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(ed) Japan’s Defense Ministry is considering deploying
surveillance radar systems to Okinawa Prefecture’s
remote islands in the Pacific Ocean.

The move comes as China’s military increases its
activity around the Ryukyu Islands, which includes
Okinawa. Although Japan's air defense network
intensively surveils its western side facing China, North
Korea and Russia, senior officials have commented
that the Pacific side of the region is not sufficiently
monitored.

Consequently, the defense minister suggested
deploying radar systems to the remote Kitadaitojima at
a conference on July 14. The on-vehicle radar system
would be operated by around 30 staff of the Self-
Defense Forces. A meeting with local residents of
Kitadaitojima is scheduled for July 20. [Japan Times]

Japan: Campaign to combat public anxiety
as authorities proceed with Fukushima
wastewater release

(ed) Japan has intensified a public information
campaign to convince sceptics of the safety of the plan
to release treated radioactive wastewater from the
crippled Fukushima nuclear power plant into the
Pacific Ocean.

Although domestic and international inspection
agencies have greenlit the project as safe, many
members of the public as well as Japan’s neighboring
countries [see articles below in the IR section] have
protested the release. The Japanese government has
set aside JPY 3 billion (USD 21.6 billion) into public
relations projects to promote the safety of the plan.
Such projects include livestreaming fish caught from
the site, publishing evidence in newspapers and
hosting forums at high schools across the country.

There is evidence that public opinion on the release is
changing. While a majority of respondents to an Asahi
Shimbun poll last year were against the release, a
further poll conducted in March 2023 showed a slight
majority in favor, at 51 percent support. [Al Jazeera]

North Korea: Public struggle session held to
warn against consumption of South Korean
products
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(tms) Authorities in North Hamgyong Province in North
Korea conducted a public struggle session after
discovering a large quantity of South Korean products
circulating in the region.

Acting on reports of South Korean goods entering the
country through China, the provincial unified
command, along with the Ministry of Social Security
and Ministry of State Security, conducted inspections.
Used South Korean electronics, medicines, cosmetics,
and other products were found and became popular
among residents, leading to rumors and widespread
distribution.

The authorities conducted raids and searched the
homes of individuals of interest, discovering more
South Korean products. Subsequently, four
wholesalers responsible for distributing the goods
were arrested.

Following their arrest, a public struggle session was
held in Kimchaek. The public shaming was attended by
leading cadres and judicial officials. The confiscated
South Korean goods were burned, and the wholesalers
were publicly criticized for their actions.

The authorities labeled the use and preference for
South Korean goods as reactionary and denounced
spreading information about South Korea. The
wholesalers were handed over to the local police for
further investigation, and it is likely that people
connected to them, and their family members will face
punishment such as writing self-criticism letters or
forced labor.

To secure their release, the wholesalers' family
members are borrowing money and trying to sell their
homes. [Daily NK]

North Korea: Government orders
diplomatic consulates to thoroughly
address frequent defections

(tms) North Korea has been issuing frequent orders to
its diplomatic consulates to address the issue of
defections by diplomatic personnel and workers living
abroad, stated an anonymous source in Pyongyang.

The authorities have been emphasizing the recent
disappearance of a diplomat's family from a North
Korean consulate in Russia in these orders, prompting
the need for policy changes to prevent defections.
[Korea Herald]
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The orders focus on enhancing the management
system for overseas personnel, aiming to ensure
constant monitoring of their whereabouts and
immediate response to any issues. Specifically, the
authorities intend to strengthen the existing three-ply
surveillance system, which involves three sets of eyes
watching everyone, to a four-ply system. They also plan
to increase the frequency of inspections from once a
day to three times a day.

The orders discuss deploying more agents from the
Ministry of State Security abroad and conducting
further investigations into the thoughts and
expressions of overseas North Koreans, including
when and where they express themselves.

North Korea has also instructed overseas consulates to
promptly compile lists of diplomatic personnel and
their family members for repatriation or replacement.
The authorities carefully assess the ideological
tendencies, accomplishments, and skills of each
deployed individual. The government plans to finalize
the lists by mid-July and complete personnel changes
by the end of the year when decisions on the lists will
be issued in the fall. [Daily NK]

North Korea: Drifting vessel crew sent to
political prison camp for defection
attempt

(tms) Six crew members of a fishing boat that went
missing last year after sending a fake distress signal
have recently been sent to a political prison camp for
attempting to defect.

The crew members, who were involved in foreign
currency-earning activities for the North Hamgyong
Province branch of the Ministry of State Security, were
discovered by a navy patrol boat a few days after the
distress signal was sent. After more than a year of
questioning, they were transferred to a political prison
last month on charges of attempted defection.

Due to the high-level backgrounds of some crew
members, including being descendants of Hero of
Labor and Korean War veterans, as well as fourth-
generation descendants of Korean-Japanese returnees,
the preliminary examination process was delayed as it
required special approval for investigation. Once
approval was granted, the Ministry of State Security
discreetly transferred the crew members to a political
prison camp, fearing that their attempted defection
could potentially fuel anti-state sentiments if widely
known. [Daily NK]
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Meanwhile, two individuals from Kimhyongjik County
in Yanggang Province, who had escaped arrest during
their attempt to defect into China, were recently
arrested by Ministry of State Security (MSS) agents.

According to an anonymous source in Yanggang
Province, the man and woman had managed to hide in
the mountains for more than 10 days before being
captured on July 3.

The defection incident has prompted authorities in
Yanggang Province's cities and counties to intensify
inspections of accommodation facilities, such as inns
and hotels. Police officers and security agents in the
area also faced criticism from their superiors for
allowing the defection attempt to occur under their
watch. It is expected that they will face repercussions
as a result of this incident.

In early July, travel restrictions were imposed in
Yanggang Province, prohibiting travel in and out of the
province as well as movement across city and county
borders, following the defectors' escape. However,
these travel restrictions were lifted after the arrest of
the two individuals, according to the source. [Daily NK]

North Korea: New type of Hwasong-18
missile tested

(tms) North Korea announced on July 13 that it had
conducted a test-fire of the Hwasong-18, a solid-fuel
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), with leader
Kim Jong-un vowing to continue military offensives
until the United States abandons its hostile policy
towards Pyongyang.

This marked North Korea's second test of a solid-
propellant ICBM, following the initial launch on April
13. The missile launch coincided with North Korea's
recent criticism of U.S. surveillance flights over its
"economic water zone" and the threat to shoot down
American spy planes in case of repeated illegal
intrusions.

According to the North, the Hwasong-18 flew a
distance of 1,001.2 kilometers for 4,491 seconds,
reaching a maximum altitude of 6,648.4 km, before
accurately landing in the East Sea.

Experts believe that if fired on a standard trajectory,
the missile's range could surpass 15,000 km, putting
the entire U.S. mainland within reach.
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Kim Jong-un emphasized that the missile launch was
part of the regime's efforts to strengthen self-defense
against the threat of a nuclear war and the reckless
military actions of the U.S. and South Korea. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Unionized medical workers
end strike

(tms) Unionized medical workers, who were
demanding improved working conditions and
increased support for public medical institutions,
concluded their two-day general strike after calls from
the government and the ruling People Power Party
(PPP).

The strike, participated in by approximately 45,000
nurses, caregivers, and other members of the Korean
Health and Medical Workers' Union (KHMU) from 140
medical institutions nationwide, caused
inconveniences for patients and disruptions in hospital
operations.

The KHMU announced the end of the general strike
during a press conference, citing patient safety and the
inconvenience caused as the reasons for their
decision. They expressed their intention to engage in
negotiations with the health ministry and strive to
reach an agreement promptly. However, they also
cautioned that if these talks fail to yield "meaningful”
outcomes, they will resort to another general strike.

The striking medical workers presented several
demands, including the expansion of nursing and
caregiving services integration and the establishment
of a nurse-to-patient ratio of 1 to 5 as a standard.
[Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

South Korea: GDP drops in global
economy

(tms) The Bank of Korea reports that South Korea's
nominal GDP for the year 2022 was USD 1.67 trillion,
placing it in 13th position worldwide making South
Korea fall out of the top 10 global economies in terms
of GDP.

In the preceding two years, Korea had held the 10th
spot. The lackluster performance of the economy was
worsened by the strength of the U.S. dollar, which
diminished the value of the Korean won.
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The United States secured the top rank with a nominal
GDP of USD 25.46 trillion, followed by China (USD
17.88 trillion), Japan (USD 4.23 trillion), Germany (USD
4.08 trillion), and the United Kingdom (USD 3.08
trillion).

Resource-rich nations experienced GDP growth as they
were able to counteract the impact of the strong dollar
through exports of crude oil, natural gas, and minerals.
Consequently, Russia, Brazil, and Australia surpassed
Korea, claiming the 9th, 11th, and 12th positions,
respectively. [Chosunilbo]

South Korea: Authorities initiate state
audit, police investigation into the fatal
flooding in Cheongju

(tms) The administration of President Yoon Suk-

yeol has launched an audit to thoroughly examine all
available administrative records to determine the
responsible government entity for the failure to
implement adequate safety measures against flooding
in South Korea.

The focus of the audit is to shed light on the incident of
a tunnel submerging in North Chungcheong Province,
which resulted in a death toll of 13 individuals. The
Office for Government Policy Coordination revealed
that emergency calls were made to the police hours
before the incident, urging swift evacuation and
closure of the underpass. However, these calls did not
prompt any specific actions from the authorities.
[Korea Herald 1]

In response to the incident, the police have initiated
their own investigation, with a special inspection team
comprising 88 officers being established. Collaborating
with the National Forensic Service and fire authorities,
the team will closely examine why the authorities failed
to close the road despite the imminent flooding threat
from the nearby Miho River.

Criticism has been mounting over the failure of local
government authorities to close the roads, especially
given that the Geum River Flood Control Office had
issued a flood warning to the authorities over four
hours before the incident. This incident follows a
similar investigation conducted last year after a
submerged underground parking lot in Pohang
resulted in the loss of seven lives. Thirteen individuals,
including the apartment building manager, were held
responsible for that incident, and the case is currently
being reviewed by prosecutors.
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In response to the damage caused by heavy rain
across the country, President Yoon Suk Yeol instructed
the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs to
lead in monitoring the damage to farms and collating
related statistics. As of July 16, monsoon rains had
resulted in damage across 19,927 hectares of farmland
and the loss of 561,000 livestock. [Korea Herald 2]

South Korea: Intelligence agency seeks to
regain lost ground

(tms) The National Intelligence Service (NIS) of South
Korea is taking measures to address the upcoming loss
of its authority to investigate espionage and other
crimes related to national security, such as anti-
communism investigations.

The agency has proposed a presidential decree that
would allow it to maintain a role in investigations
concerning espionage and national security even after
it loses its investigative authority next year. Under
revisions to the laws on the National Intelligence
Service, introduced during the previous Moon Jae-in
administration, the responsibility of espionage
investigations will be transferred to the police.

According to the proposed decree, the intelligence
agency will be able to collaborate with the police and
other investigative bodies in addressing national
security threats and operations related to North Korea,
ensuring its continued involvement in collecting
intelligence on North Korean targets and supporting
state authorities.

However, there are concerns and criticisms regarding
the proposed decree. Lawmaker Youn Kun-young of
the main opposition Democratic Party of Korea (DPK)
described it as a potential attempt by the intelligence
agency to circumvent the upcoming revised laws. The
DPK, which had passed the revisions without the
support of the rival People Power Party, initially aimed
to transfer key investigative functions from the
intelligence agency to the police as a means of
oversight.

Youn, who previously served as a senior presidential
secretary for Moon Jae-in, stated that Democratic Party
lawmakers on the National Assembly intelligence
committee would consider legal actions against the
decree proposed by the intelligence agency.

The intelligence agency maintains that the decree is
not intended to bypass the forthcoming revised laws,
which will curtail its investigative capabilities. Instead,


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-iy/

the agency claims that the decree aims to ensure a
smooth transition of investigative responsibilities to
the police and minimize any disruption in anti-
espionage efforts.[Korea Herald]

Taiwan: Ruling DPP risks losing support of
young people to TPP, according to polls

(ed) On July 13, the chairman of the Taiwan Public
Opinion Foundation (TPOF) has warned that the
support of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party is
beginning to decline among the electorate, with the
newly-established Taiwan People’s Party (TPP)
absorbing much of its voters.

TPOF surveys through June show that the DPP is losing
many of its young and middle-aged voters. In the 20-34
age demographic, Ko Wen-je's TPP is polling ahead of
the DPP by over 20%. The TPP also leads the DPP
among the 45-55 age group, by 5 percent. The support
of the TPP and DPP is roughly tied among the 35-44
demographic, at 25 percent.

The DPP's most reliable demographic is now older
voters above 55, whereby the DPP currently enjoys a
lead of 5% over the traditionally dominant party of
Taiwan, the Kuomintang (KMT), and a 20 percent lead
over the TPP.

The DPP's presidential candidate Lai Ching-te has so
far maintained his polling lead in the presidential race,
but his party risks substantial losses in the presidential
and legislative elections scheduled for January 2024.
The DPP won the 2020 presidential election, but the
new threat of a third party in the form of the TPP will
make the election more challenging.

The Chairman of the TPOF attributed the DPP's decline
in support to recent scandals showing the party
straying from its founding progressive ideals and losing
the aura of moral governance. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Government approves
strengthening penalties for sexual
harassment offenders

(ed) OnJuly 13, Taiwan’s Executive Yuan approved
amendments to existing gender equality laws that will
strengthen punishments for those who abuse their
authority to sexually harass others.
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Amendments to the Gender Equity Education Act will
cover cases involving the sexual harassment of
students, while other cases will be covered by
amendments to the Act of Gender Equality in
Employment. The maximum penalties for sexual
harassment offences are set to be increased to three
years in prison and a maximum fine of NTD 1 million.

The penalties imposed on people who have abused
their authority to sexually harass others will be harsher
than cases involving supervisors and workers.
Moreover, if a victim is not satisfied with the
investigations of their employer into a complaint, or if
the accused is a top authority, they can report to a
local government gender equality official to lodge a
complaint.

Numerous accusations of sexual harassment against
high-profile political and non-political figures have
come to light over recent months in Taiwan in a
#MeToo-style movement, creating multiple scandals
among established political parties, including the ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP).

The Legislative Yuan will hold an extraordinary session
next week to debate and vote on the amendments. If
the proposals are approved, ten supporting laws will
need to be in place before their implementation.
[Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Supreme Court upholds prison
sentences for vote-buying

(ed) Taiwan's Supreme Court upheld a 2019 decision by
a lower court to punish a defendant accused of vote-
buying with a prison sentence of three years and two
months.

The defendant was a Taiwanese businessman who was
accused of receiving funds from the Chinese
Communist Party to encourage others to vote for the
Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) in the 2020 election.
He was charged and found guilty of contravening the
Presidential and Vice-Presidential Election and Recall
Act. Four other people were incarcerated and fined for
helping to transfer the funds.

The Supreme Court upheld the sentences imposed by
the lower courts. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Annual Han Kuang defense drills
take place across the country
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(ed) On July 12, the Taiwanese military rehearsed for
an anti-takeover exercise held at the country’s main
international airport as part of the annual Han Kuang
military exercises.

The drill, held at Taoyuan International Airport, was
designed to test the military’s internal coordination
and emergence response abilities in a simulation of a
Chinese invasion. One team simulated an attack on the
airport while the other team, composed of soldiers,
aviation police officers and airport firefighters,
defended the airport. The airport firefighters
extinguished bombs dropped by the attacking team. A
second rehearsal is scheduled for July 19. [Focus
Taiwan 1]

In another Han Kuang exercise on July 13, the army
rehearsed an anti-landing exercise on a strategic beach
in Bali, New Taipei. Defense authorities have
designated the triangular area between Bali beach,
Taipei Port and the Tamsui River mouth to be a
vulnerable location to a surprise Chinese attack.

During the landing drill, the team portraying the
Chinese army performed an offensive which was
thwarted by the defending team'’s barricades and
trenches. Smokescreens and anti-tank missiles were
also used, although the exercise did not use airborne
units to avoid noise complaints. [Focus Taiwan 2]
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Bangladesh: Police detain eight, including
main suspect in connection to labor
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leader death

(na) Police in Bangladesh have arrested eight
individuals, including two labor leaders from another
organization, in relation to the murder of a prominent
labor leader earlier this month. Additionally, one of the
accused in the case was presented before the court
seeking a three-day remand, which was granted.
[Dhaka Tribune 1] [Dhaka Tribune 2] [Dhaka Tribune 3]

Shahidul Islam was fatally beaten while trying to settle
a dispute between a garment factory owner and
workers over unpaid wages [see AIR No. 28, July/2023,
2]. However, during the initial interrogations, only one
of the arrestees admitted any responsibility for the
incident.

Bangladesh: High court reverses decision
on seizure order for coal-laden ship to
Rampal Power Plant

(na) Bangladesh's High Court has reversed its prior
decision to seize a Liberia-flagged ship docked at
Mongla Port, carrying coal from Indonesia for the
Rampal Power Plant. [The Business Standard] [UNB]

Earlier on July 12, the High Court issued a detention
order against the Liberia-flagged ship which had
docked at Mongla Port with 31,000 tons of coal for the
Rampal Power Plant. The order favored the Chinese
company represented locally, seeking to detain the
ship as security for their claim from the ship's owner.

Following the recent court's order, there are no legal
barriers to unloading the coal from the vessel. This
decision was made in the national interest, considering
the purpose of the coal transportation for the Rampal
thermal power plant.

Bangladesh: Supreme Court suspends bail
for main accused in Rana Plaza case

(na) The Appellate Division of Bangladesh's Supreme
Court has issued an order to suspend the High Court's
bail decision for Sohel Rana, the primary accused in
the case related to the 2013 Rana Plaza collapse.
Following the High Court's bail grant to Rana on April 6,
a challenge by the state counsel prompted to suspend
the order and refer it to the Appellate Division, which
subsequently upheld the stay until July 10.
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The tragedy occurred in 2013, when the illegally
constructed Rana Plaza housing five garment factories
collapsed, claiming the lives of 1,138 people and
injuring over 2,000 others. Against this backdrop,
police filed a negligence case against 21, including
Rana as primary accused, later increasing to 41 in the
charge sheet. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

India: Opposition Congress leader Gandhi
moves Supreme Court in defamation case

(Im) The leader of India’s opposition Congress party,
Rahul Gandhi, has filed a petition with the Supreme
Court challenging the Gujarat High Court's refusal to
stay his conviction in a defamation case that led to his
qualification from Parliament. [Outlook India] [The
Straits Times]

In March, Gandhi was sentenced to two years
imprisonment in a case brought by a state lawmaker
from the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) for
comments he made in 2019, which a court ruled were
insulting to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and those
sharing his surname. He also lost his parliamentary
seat following the conviction, since lawmakers
sentenced to jail terms of two years or more are
automatically disqualified [see AIR No. 13, March/2023,
4]. They are also barred from running for election for
six years after the end of the two-year jail term.

Earlier this month, the Gujarat High Court refused to
stay the conviction, quashing Gandhi's hope of
returning to parliament and contesting national
elections due next year. [AIR No. 28, July/2023, 2]

India: Supreme Court swears in two new
judges, raising number to 32

(If) Two new judges were sworn into the Supreme
Court of India on July 12. Taking their oaths of office
before the Chief Justice of India, Justices Ujjal Bhuyan,
who was previously Chief Justice of the Telangana High
Court, and S Venkatanarayana Bhatti, a former Chief
Justice of the Kerala High Court, brought the number
of Judges in India’s highest court to 32 out of a
sanctioned strength of 34.

Both judges were found to be “deserving and suitable”
for the roles by a collegium headed by the court’'s most
senior judges. It is unknown if there are plans to fill the
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remaining two spots for Supreme Court Justices in the
short-term. [NDTV]

India: Law Commission extends time for
public to give suggestions on Uniform Civil
Code

(Im) India’s Law Commission, a government-appointed
advisory body, has extended the deadline for the
public to submit responses on a plan by Prime Minister
Modi and his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) to create a Uniform Civil Code [see AR No. 27,
July/2023, 1]. The initial deadline set by the Law
Commission for the submission of suggestions ended
on July 14; more than 5 million responses were
submitted online on the eve of the deadline. [Live Law]

Currently, India’s Hindus, Muslims, Christians and large
tribal populations follow their own personal laws and
customs, alongside an optional secular code, for
marriage, divorce, adoption and inheritance. As a
single set of laws for the entire country, the UCC would
cover personal matters for all citizens of India -
irrespective of religion, caste or creed.

Prime Minister Modi and his BJP argue that Article 44
of the Constitution envisions a uniform set of laws that
would replace the personal laws of every religion.
Furthermore, the Supreme Court in various
judgements too has called for the implementation of
the UCC. However, successive governments have
stayed away from implementing a UCC for fear it will
anger voters belonging to the Hindu majority as well as
the minority Christians and Muslims because of the
perceived clash with their fundamental right to
practice their faith. [The Straits Times]

India: One-tenth of population escaped
poverty in past five years, government
report says

(Im) Nearly 135 million people, or roughly 10 percent of
India’s population, escaped poverty in the five years to
March 2021, according to a government report
released on July 17. Rural areas saw the strongest fall
in poverty, according to the study, which is based on
the 2019-2021 National Family Health Survey. The
report uses the United Nations' Multidimensional
Poverty Index (MPI) which employs health, education
and standard of living indicators to determine the
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incidence and intensity of poverty experienced by a
population. [The Straits Times]

India: Chandrayaan-3 mission aims to
make country fourth nation in history to
execute a controlled moon landing

(If) India is hoping to become the fourth nation in
history to successfully execute a controlled landing on
the moon with the launch the Chandrayaan-3 rocket -
translated as “moon vehicle” in Sanskrit - on July 14.
The rocket is expected to land around August 23 on
the Southern Pole of the moon, where it will begin
collecting data and taking lunar images to be sent back
to the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO). The
mission is estimated to have cost USD 75 million thus
far.

The Chandrayaan-3 launched from India’s main
spaceport in Sriharikota in Southern Andhra Pradesh.
Enthusiastic onlookers cheered and waved the
national flag as they watched the rocket's launch.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi echoed the patriotic
sentiments of the crowd, tweeting that the rocket
carried the "hopes and dreams of our nation”. The
mission follows previous efforts undertaken in 2019
during the Chandrayaan-2 mission, which ended in
failure as the machinery crashed on the surface of the
moon due to a last-minute landing software glitch.

Only three other nations in history - the United States,
Russia and China - have been able to undertake a soft-
landing of a craft on the surface of the moon, placing
India’s space efforts on the forefront of extra-
terrestrial exploration. The ISRO has risen in
prominence and received more funding since Prime
Minister Modi's election in 2014, who has emphasized
the nation’s achievements in the space economy as a
sign of India’s national development and technological
sophistication. The developments that India has made
in space exploration has been noticed by international
partners, with US President Joe Biden signaling, during
Modi's visit to Washington in May, a desire to
collaborate on space-related projects in the

future. [CNN] [Al Jazeera]

India: State and Central Security Forces
bust two Maoist insurgent hideouts in
South Chhattisgarh
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(If) Two hideouts belonging to Maoist insurgents were
busted on July 12, having been discovered inside
Gogunda hills, an area within south Chhattisgarh. The
operation to uncover these hideouts was undertaken
by a joint team consisting of the District Reserve
Guards of the Sukma and Dantewada districts, the
Special Task Force of India and the COBRA unit of the
Central Reserve Police Force. This team came into
armed combat with an estimated 30-armed members
of the People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army (PLGA), who
dispersed into the forests at the conclusion of the
encounter.

Kiran Chavan, the Sukma District Superintendent of
the Police force, estimated about 80 insurgents had
been living in the two camps and warned of increased
violence as “there will be a sense of fear in (the PLGA)
and they will be under pressure”. Several objects,
including eating utensils, medicines, solar plates and
PLGA uniforms were seized following the operation,
along with four IEDs which had been planted as traps.

Indian state forces have been at conflict with the PLGA,
the armed wing of the banned Communist Party of
India (Maoist), since it is inception as the People’s
Guerrilla Army in 2000. The group aims to overthrow
the Indian Government through a protracted armed
guerrilla struggle and adheres to the teachings of
former Chinese Communist Party Chairman Mao
Zedong. The PLGA is mostly situated in heavily forested
areas across the nation, with a senior Indian Police
official siting “south Sukma, south Bijapur, Indravati
National Park area, and (the) Abujhmad area” as
remaining strongholds. [Indian Express] [IDSA]

Nepal: Supreme Court imposes restriction
on Koshi government's long-term decision
authority

(na) Nepal's Supreme Court has issued an interim
order for the recently established Koshi provincial
government to abstain from making decisions with
lasting implications.

Earlier, Nepal's main opposition political party, the
Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist-Leninist
(CPN-UML), lodged a writ petition with the Supreme
Court, claiming that the newly formed government of
Koshi Province is unconstitutional. [AIR No. 28,
July/2023, 2]

In response to the writ petition, the Supreme Court has
issued this order. However, the court's order does not
imply the government's formation was illegal. The next
hearing is scheduled for July 23, followed by
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continuous hearings on the case. [The Himalayan
Times]

Nepal: Parliament’s upper House
approves budget for next fiscal year

(na) The upper House of Nepal's Parliament has passed
the Appropriation Bill, 2080, which outlines the budget
for the upcoming fiscal year, a month after the lower
House had passed the budget on June 28. Despite an
earlier attempt to cut expenses being rejected, the
majority approved the budget allocation for various
sectors, such as infrastructure, education, healthcare,
agriculture, and social welfare.

With both Houses of the Federal Parliament passing
the budget, the government's financial plans are set to
be implemented from July 17, aiming to support the
country's economic growth and development and
improve the overall well-being of the population. [BNN]

Nepal: District court defies Supreme
Court's order, denies same-sex marriage
registration

(na) Despite the recent order from the Supreme Court
on same-sex marriage, the Kathmandu District Court
refuses to register the marriage of two individuals of
the same sex, arguing that they do not meet the
criteria of a heterosexual couple. [India Today]

On June 28 Nepal's Supreme Court ordered the
government to temporarily permit the registration of
marriages for same-sex couples and non-traditional
heterosexual couples. The court has further directed
the government to create a separate marriage register
for these couples until the law is amended. The
directive follows a public interest litigation filed by an
organization advocating for LGBTQ rights. [The
Himalayan Times]

Pakistan: Prime Minister Sharif says he
will hand over power to caretaker
government in August

(mha/lm) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
announced that he will hand over power to a caretaker
government in August, ending speculation that his
administration was seeking to extend its term and
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moving a step closer to national elections. The July 13
statement was contrary to what Sharif had said a few
days earlier about his government, when he had
hinted that his administration would complete its
tenure on August 14.

The caretaker government supervises the national
election, which must be held within 60 days of the
dissolution of Parliament's lower House. If the
legislature is dissolved days before the completion of
its term, the elections are mandatory to be held within
90 days. [The Straits Times]

Pakistan: Militants Raid army base; 12
soldiers and one civilian die in clashes

(kr) Authorities in Pakistan reported on July 12 that 12
soldiers and a civilian had been killed during an assault
on a military base and clashes throughout the
country’'s unrest-ridden southwest Balochistan
province.

Five terrorists tried to infiltrate the facility in
Balochistan’s northern Zhob district early in the
morning but were prevented by military forces.
According to the military, all attackers were killed in the
ensuing hour-long confrontation. It did not provide any
other information, but dependable security sources in
Zhob stated that at least a dozen soldiers had been
hurt, and it was anticipated that the death toll would
rise considering that more than 100 officers have been
killed due to clashes and raids in the first six months of
this year.

Tehreek-e-Jihad Pakistan, a relatively new militant
outfit, reportedly claimed responsibility for the attack
on the army base, but its authenticity could not be
ascertained immediately. The group is believed to be
tied to the outlawed Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, known
by its acronym TTP, the largest militant organization in
Pakistan that operates under the larger umbrella of
the Pakistani Taliban.

Separately on July 12, the military said a gunfight with
"heavily armed terrorists" in the Sui district of
Balochistan province left three soldiers dead. It added
that two militants also were killed, saying a "clearance
operation is underway to apprehend remaining
terrorists as well." [Voice of America]
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Cambodia: Almost 90,000 observers
accredited for upcoming general election

(dql) Close to 90,000 domestic and international
observers form more the 120 organizations have been
accredited Cambodia’s National Election Committee
(NEC) the for the seventh National Assembly general
election, to be held on July 23. Among those are more
than 80 international observers from 13 countries.

Nearly 23,800 polling stations have been allocated for
the election, distributed across 25 capital and
provinces of the country. More than 9.7 million voters
are called on to elect 125 members of parliament from
18 parties. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Hun Sen to step down after
general election?

(dql) Leaked official documents reveal that Prime
Minister Hun Sen is set to step down after nearly 40
years in power, with eldest son Hun Manet, replacing
him as prime minister.

Furthermore, the sons of powerful Interior Minister Sar
Kheng and Defense Minister Tea Banh will take over
their fathers’ posts, while there will purportedly be 23
new ministers in the next 30-member cabinet to be
formed by end of August. [Asia Times]
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Cambodia: Opposition figurehead Sam
Rainsy banned from running for office for
25 years

(dgl) On July 17, Cambodia issued a ban on exiled
opposition leader Sam Rainsy from running for office
for 25 years, days ahead of the general election to be
held on July 23.

The move came after Rainsy last week urged voters to
spoil their ballots at the election.

According to documents released by the National
Election Committee (NEC), an additional sixteen other
senior opposition members and activists were also
removed from voting lists and barred from running for
office for 20 years. All of them are in self-exile.

The recently passed amended election law criminalizes
obstructing the voting process or calling for voters to
spoil ballots and bans anyone who fails to vote in the
upcoming elections from running in future elections.
[South China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, four members of the Candlelight Party,
which has been recently disqualified for the election
[see AIR No. 20, May/2023, 3], were arrested on July 14
and charged with “inciting, harassing and preventing
people from going to the polls or destroying ballots.”

The four are facing sentences of up to five years in
prison. [Jurist]

Cambodia: News sites blocked

(dqgl) Internet service providers (ISPs) have been
ordered by the Telecommunications Regulator of
Cambodia, an entity under the Ministry of Post and
Telecommunications to block the websites and social
media accounts of nine domains of at least three news
outlets.

Among those are Cambodia Daily Khmer and Radio
Free Asia, known for being regime critical. Further, the
Twitter account and website of Komnotra, the new
database of Voice of Democracy, which was shut down
by the government.

The Telecommunications Regulator of Cambodia cited
for its move news reporting that could “make
confusion, affect the government’s honor and prestige,
and fail to fulfill the operating conditions of the
Information Ministry.” [VoA]
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Indonesia: New communications minister
appointed

(ys) Indonesian President Joko Widodo appointed Budi
Arie Setiadi as the new Minister of Communications
and Information, replacing Johnny G. Plate who is
currently a suspect in a graft case. Budi is a close ally
and supporter of President Joko Widodo, as he leads a
supporter group, Projo.

The President also appointed a former activist and
press council member, Nezar Patria, as the deputy
minister, and Pahala Nugraha Mansury as the deputy
minister of foreign affairs; Paiman Raharjo as the
deputy minister of villages, disadvantaged regions and
transmigration; Rosan Roeslani as the new deputy
minister of the state-owned enterprise (BUMN); and
Saiful Rahmat as the new deputy minister of religious
affairs. [The Jakarta Post] [Ministry of State Apparatus
Utilization and Bureaucratic Reform, in Bahasa
Indonesia]

Indonesia: New omnibus health bill
sparks criticism

(ys) The House of Representatives passed a new health
law, which will add to the previous health law passed in
2009.

The new bill sparked criticism, with two opposition
parties, the Democratic Party and the Prosperous
Justice Party (PKS), voting against the bill, citing rushed
deliberation and the removal of mandatory spending
for the health sector as their reasons.

The bill entered the discussion in April within closed
doors and with little public consultation. It also
scrapped the mandatory spending law, under which
the government had to allocate 5 percent of the state
budget to health and the provincial administrators
must spend at least 10 percent of the health budget.
The House argued that such a system will lead to
redundancy of the state budget.

The new law will construct a budget based on the
national health program, formulated by the
government and the House of Representatives. The
opposition argues that this will hamper the effort to
better the healthcare system.

Meanwhile, medical practitioners under Indonesian
Medical Association (IDI) staged a demonstration,
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opposing the approval of multiple associations to
represent the same medical specialty, which could
undermine the role of the IDI. [Kompas, in Bahasa
Indonesia] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Activists criticize the military
for interfering in the police domain

(ys) Activists criticized the Indonesian military (TNI) for
interfering in hunting down criminals in Medan, North
Sumatra province.

The criticism comes as the Bukit Barisan Military
Command (Kodam) deployed a special team last week
to patrol Medan for violent robbers and members of
motorcycle gangs, as requested by the regional
leadership communication forum (Forkopimda).

Activists criticized the decision as violating the law by
taking on the police domain. The move also sparks
fear of the recurrence of the “mysterious shootings”
(known as petrus) of alleged criminals during the New
Order Era committed by the military.

Petrus killings refer to a series of extrajudicial
executions in Indonesia that occurred between 1983
and 1985 under President Suharto's New

Order regime. Thousands of criminals and other
offenders were killed by undercover Indonesian
Army death squads and snipers. The executions were
part of a government effort to reduce crime and
estimates of the death toll have ranged from 300 to
10,000.

President Joko Widodo acknowledged them as serious
human rights violations earlier this year. [The Jakarta
Post]

Indonesia: Annies struggles to find a
moderate running mate

(ys) Annies Baswedan, one of the top three presidential
candidates, is struggling to find a running mate with a
moderate political agenda.

Several people with moderate background views,
including an activist for pluralism Yenny Wahid, were
named, but no one has yet been willing to take on the
ticket. This is arguably due to Annies’ past tactic when
he pitted Islamic zealotry against the Christian
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incumbent Basuki Tjahaja Purnama during a
gubernatorial race.

Winning over a moderate running mate, such as a NU
figure, would help Annies shake off the accusation of
identity politics game. Annies is seemingly left with
choices from inside the Coalition of Change for Unity
(KPP), such as the chairman of the Democratic Party,
Agus Harimurti Yudhoyono. Annies is yet to make a
decision. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Iranian-flagged tanker in the
North Natuna Sea seized

(ys) The Indonesian Maritime Security Agency
(Bakamla) seized an Iranian-flagged Very Large Crude
Carrier (VLCC), the MT Arman, in the North Natuna Sea.

The ship was caught illegally conducting ship-to-ship oil
transfer with a Cameroon-flagged MT S Tinos and tried
to escape after being spotted.

The whole crew has been detained, including its
Egyptian captain, pending further investigation into the
matter. [Reuters]

Lao PDR: Thai-baht bond for national
development to be launched

(ws) According to officials from the Ministry of Finance
in Laos, preparations are underway for the issuance of
THB 3.61 billion in bonds to support the country's
national development initiatives.

The bonds, denominated in Thai baht and referred to
as "Baht Bonds," will be made available for
subscription in two tranches. The first subscription will
take place on July 31st, followed by another in August,
and the combined value of the bonds will not exceed
THB 3.61 billion.

The initial tranche of bonds, carrying a fixed interest
rate of 6.1% per annum, will mature in 2026. The
second tranche, offering a 6.6 percent interest rate, is
set to reach maturity in 2027. Interest payments for
both tranches will be made quarterly to bondholders.

These funds generated from this bond offering will be
specifically utilized for refinancing the bonds that are
due in 2023. [Laotian Times]
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Malaysia: Government faces criticism for
using Sedition Act as opposition leader is
charged in court

(Im) Malaysia's government has been facing criticism
after a top Malaysian opposition leader was charged
with two counts of sedition in a Selangor court on July
18 for allegedly insulting the Selangor ruler, Sultan
Sharafuddin Idris Shah. The accused, Muhammad
Sanusi, a popular politician with the Islamist party PAS
and the chief minister of Kedah state, has pleaded not

guilty.

Against this backdrop, many political activists have
pointed out that the Pakatan Harapan alliance of Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim had for years vehemently
opposed the Sedition Act, saying it was unfairly used
by the UMNO-led Barisan Nasional government
against the opposition and to stifle free speech. [The
Straits Times] [Reuters]

Malaysia: Sabah and Sarawak reiterate
support for unity government

(ccf) The governments of Malaysian state Sabah and
Sarawak have promised to support the federal
government, regardless of the outcomes of the
upcoming six state elections on August 12. The current
federal government, also known as the unity
government, is helmed by Prime Minister Ibrahim
Anwar. The agreement contradicts earlier statements
from rival coalition, Perikatan Nasional, which alleged
that its victory would lead to the downfall of Anwar's
unity government. [Malaysiakini]

Malaysia: Society divided over the use of
racial quotas in institutes of higher
learning

(ccf) Prime Minister Ibrahim Anwar’'s comments on
retaining a quota system for Bumiputera students in
local public institutions of higher learning have sparked
a fierce debate, with some calling for a more equitable
education system.

On July 8, Anwar explained that any effort to change
the racial quota system will cause an imbalance in
Malay students' enrolment into certain university
programs such as medicine and engineering. The
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removal of the quota system would create racial
tensions. However, Anwar also added that university
places will be provided for non-Bumiputera students
with excellent results so that they are not
marginalized. [New Straits Times]

But various groups have voiced their strong
disagreement, believing that the current system is in
need of a rehaul. Syed Saddiq Syed Abdul Rahman, the
current president of Malaysian United Democratic
Alliance (MUDA), claimed that “Malaysia is losing some
of our smartest and brightest talents due to our
outdated education system”. His party proposed
shifting to a selection system that is based on merit
and needs. [Syed Saddig Syed Abdul Rahman,

Twitter]

The Higher Education Malaysia Association argues that
using just race and ethnicity for quotas will only widen
the educational inequality gap and reduce
marginalized groups’ access to quality education.
Instead, there should be a quota system that takes
economic, social, and cultural capital into account.
[Free Malaysia Today]

Social media users argued that all students should
have the opportunity to access quality education,
regardless of their race. Some users also pointed out
that an education system based on merit can enhance
Malaysia's global competitiveness and mitigate the
problem of brain drain. [The Rakyat Post]

Malaysia: Prime Minister Anwar warns of
zero tolerance against use of the 3Rs

(ccf) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has issued a final
warning against 'extremists’ intending to manipulate
the 3R issues of race, royalty, and religion. Anwar has
expressed that such actions will no longer be tolerated
as in the past for the sake of the country's stability.
[Malaysiakini]

Anwar asserted that the police and Communications
and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) will not hesitate
to monitor and investigate these ‘extremists’,
regardless of their race, religion, or language. On July
16, the MCMC handed out a total of RM 43,000 (USD
9,500) in fines to eight cases. The police and MCMC are
also thinking of establishing a special unit to
investigate cases related to the 3Rs during the election
campaigning period. [The Star] [The Malaysian Insight]

On July 13, the government announced that it is
considering implementing a new act that imposes


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-oj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-ot/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-ot/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-oi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-od/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-oh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-ok/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-ou/

penalties upon those who play up the 3Rs. This
proposed State and Nation Act would be similar to the
Maintenance of Racial Harmony Act in Singapore but
adapted to Malaysia's unique environment. [New
Straits Times]

However, some have viewed these approaches as
heavy-handed because it does not differentiate
between healthy political debate and hate speech.
Without clear guidelines on what can be discussed or
not, this could hinder a productive discourse on race
and religion. Furthermore, tackling hate speech will
require dialogue, education, and tolerance, instead of
just laws and punitive measures. [Free Malaysia Today]
[Article 19]

Malaysia: PH and BN resolve issue of
overlapping seats in upcoming state polls

(ccf) The Pakatan Harapan (PH) and Barisan Nasional
(BN) have resolved the issue of overlapping seats.
Party leaders declined to reveal the contentious
constituencies and which party eventually received the
seat. Instead, they stressed that the issue was resolved
amicably. [The Star]

The PH and BN were former rival parties and currently
form the unity government, alongside other smaller
parties. It is predicted that BN will contest 45 per cent
of the 245 state seats in the upcoming state elections,
while PH will contest the remaining seats. The amicable
resolution of overlapping seats is an important
achievement as political infighting between the two
parties could undermine confidence in the unity
government. [The Malaysian Reserve]

Myanmar: Junta to further extend state of
emergency

(ha) The leader of Myanmar junta leader indicated at a
cabinet meeting held on July 13 the current state of
emergency, that ends this month, needs to be
extended reasoning that much work remains to be
done to restore stability and law enforcement in the
country. If extended, Myanmar will be under military
rule for another six months. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Central bank revokes licenses
of ten forex companies
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(ha) On July 13, the Central Bank of Myanmar
announced that it would revoke the licenses of ten
forex companies, arguing that companies did not
comply with the orders and instructions of the bank.
However, it did not specify which orders and
instructions were violated.

The move is seen by observers as part of efforts to
bring currency speculation under control that has
increase the price of the US dollar.

Currently the central bank permits foreign exchange
companies to exchange one U.S. dollar for 2,100
Myanmar kyat. It is not allowed to change more than
USD 10,000 per day, and the firms must be able to
show the transactions list during investigation.

In an earlier move, the business licenses of 20 money
exchange companies were revoked in March for failing
to comply with the central bank’s orders and
instructions. [Radio Free Asia]

Myanmar: Aung San Suu Kyi's lawyers
appeal for her release

(ha) On July 12, State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi's lawyers submitted an appeal to the Supreme
Court over her conviction in five cases of corruption
regarding alleged misuse of public funds for the rental
and subsequent purchase of a helicopter.

The lawyers have denied the corruption charges,
calling them baseless. The Supreme Court's ruling is
expected to be handed down at the next hearing.

The 78 years old state counselor has been sentenced
to a total of 33 years in prison for 19 cases brought by
the military junta against her. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta to sue two media outlets

(ha) Myanmar junta officers are preparing to sue
Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB) and Mizzima news
agency, two independent media outlets for non-
payment of broadcasting fees.

The authorities argued that these debts must be paid
for using Myanmar Radio and Television platform to air
news and entertainment in the months before the
military takeover.
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DVB and Mizzima, meanwhile, insist that DVB and
Mizzima that the lawsuit was illegal as it was brought
by a junta that unlawfully seized power. [Radio Free
Asia]

Myanmar: Military junta calls for
increased military operations in Sagaing,
Chin and Kayah

(wn) Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has called for
increased military operations in Sagaing Region, Chin,
and Kayah states due to a surge in violence by
resistance forces.

He cited casualty figures allegedly inflicted by these
groups, including 489 explosions resulting in 782
fatalities between January 1 to July 11 of this year. Min
Aung Hlaing has acknowledged that the regime has no
control over 130 townships and martial law is imposed
in nearly 50 townships in various regions. [The
Irrawaddy]

Philippines: POGO raid criticized for
bypassing intergovernmental
coordination

(ccf) On July 10, the Department of Justice (DOJ)
criticized the Philippine National Police Anti-
Cybercrime Group (PNP-ACG) for failing to coordinate
with other government agencies before carrying out its
raid of a Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators
(POGO) facility in Las Pifias city. Although the facility
was suspected of human trafficking, no concrete
arrests could be made afterwards due to insufficient
evidence. [Inquirer.net]

Human trafficking cases require close coordination
between prosecutors and police. In March, the DOJ
ordered its prosecutors to more actively guide police
investigations and help with case building. Prosecutors
are now required to promptly drop criminal complaints
in the absence of sufficient evidence. [ABS-CBN News
1]

The DOJ and PNP-ACG previously agreed upon having
a case buildup prior to a raid, such as collecting crucial
evidence to make an arrest. This was neglected during
the Las Pifias raid. Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin
Remulla blamed the fumble on the prevailing culture in
the police where suspects are arrested first, and
evidence is produced later. In the past, police practiced
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planting evidence when cases were weak. Remulla
argued that this culture will no longer be tolerated.
[Philstar.com] [ABS-CBN News 2]

Although five Chinese suspects were identified as
possible middle managers in the facility and
subsequently detained after the raid, they were
eventually released at their lawyer’'s behest. This
occurred after witnesses refused to testify after being
rescued, despite initially providing information.
Remulla stated that there is a possibility of filing
perjury and obstruction of justice charges against
these witnesses. [ABS-CBN News] [Manila Standard]

The DQOJ preliminary investigation on the human
trafficking complaint is tabled for July 19. This case has
revealed that clearer rules and improved
intergovernmental coordination are needed for the
proper investigation of human trafficking cases.

Philippines: Senators call for
implementing a 'freedom of information’
law

(ccf) Senators have called for passing a ‘Freedom of
Information’ (FOI) law which would compel
government agencies to publish readily available
information. Such a law would allow citizens to access
government information with just the click of a
button.

For over three decades, the FOI law has languished in
Congress. Although a FOI policy was enacted in 2016, it
is only applicable to the executive branch of the
government. Furthermore, several exemptions exist
such as privileged information regarding national
security, defense, and international affairs. For
example, records of surveillance on suspected
terrorists are exempted and rendered inaccessible.
[Official Gazette Philippines] [CNN Philippines]

At the moment, citizens must fill out multiple forms
and wait up to two weeks to access government
information. If passed, a FOI law would bypass this
cumbersome process as well as improve transparency
and citizen participation. [Philstar.com]

Philippines: Anti-terrorism law draws
renewed criticism following terrorist
designations
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(ccf) The Anti-Terrorism Council, a presidentially-
appointed body established under the country’'s Anti-
Terrorism Act of 2020, has designated four leaders
from the indigenous rights group Cordillera Peoples
Alliance (CPA) as terrorists. The decision has drawn flak
from rights groups, renewing criticism that the anti-
terrorism law is being used to suppress dissent in the
Philippines.

Located in the northern tip of the Philippines, CPA is an
independent federation of grassroots-based
organizations among indigenous communities in the
Cordillera Region. The terrorist designations are based
on the council’s belief that the activists are members of
the Communist Party of the Philippines and its New
People’'s Army (CPP-NPA). These designations now
enable an investigation and freezing of financial assets
and properties. [Cordillera Peoples Alliance]
[Philstar.com]

Rights groups have denounced the designations as
baseless accusations. They counter that the
designations are part of an alarming trend of anti-
terrorism laws being used against activists to suppress
political dissent and violate civil rights. For example,
the military filed rebellion charges against seven
activists suspected of being communist rebels.
However, these charges were deemed groundless and
thrown out of court in May. [Benar News]
[Inquirer.net]

The Philippines’ Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020 is no
stranger to criticism. Although the Philippines’
Supreme Court struck down two parts of the act as
unconstitutional in 2021, several provisions remained
unchanged. This included the ability to detain suspects
for up to 24 days without a warrant. In 2022, the UN
human rights panel flagged the existing provisions as
overly broad and detrimental to civil rights and political
freedoms. [Reuters] [CNN Philippines]

Philippines: Wage hike in Metro Manila
implemented on July 16, despite protest
over its insufficiency

(ccf) On July 16, a wage hike came into effect in Metro
Manila and raised the daily minimum wage by PHP 40
(USD 0.70). This occurred despite the pending appeals
from labor groups who are petitioning for a higher
wage increase amid growing concerns over inflation.
[Philippine Information Agency]

The new minimum daily wage for non-agricultural
workers' wages increased from PHP 570 (USD 10.50) to
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PHP 610 (USD 11.20), and from PHP 533 (USD 9.80) to
PHP 573 (USD 10.50) for agricultural workers. The
National Wages and Productivity Commission (NWPC)
explained that the wage hike of PHP 40 is only
supposed to help workers cope with higher prices.
[Philstar.com 1]

However, labor groups have criticized the increase as
mere “pocket change”, calling it insufficient in helping
residents cope with higher electricity, water, and
transport fees. It also falls drastically short of the
family living wage of PHP1,161 (USD 21.30). Overall, the
new minimum wage neither helps workers escape
precarity nor allows them to build savings for the
future. [Philstar.com 2]

On July 3, various labor groups filed appeals to further
boost the daily minimum wage. The National Wages
and Productivity Commission (NWPC) is supposed to
resolve the appeal within sixty calendar days from the
filing date. [Philippine News Agency]

Although the NWPC encourages employers and
employees to negotiate further wage increases, labor
groups have disputed the effectiveness of collective
bargaining given the current anti-union climate. The
regular use of harassment and physical attacks against
labor organizers are cited as examples of anti-union
activities. [Philstar.com] [IndustriALL Global Union]

Singapore: Two lawmakers, including
Parliament Speaker, resign after
admitting to ‘inappropriate relationship’

(tb/Im) On July 17, Singapore’s ruling People’s Action
Party (PAP) was rocked by two unexpected
resignations, including that of Speaker of the
Parliament Tan Chuan-Jin, who was once seen as a
potential prime ministerial candidate. Tan quit over his
recent “unparliamentary language”, while another
lawmaker, Cheng Li Hui, also resigned with immediate
effect as a member of parliament over her relationship
with Tan.

During a parliamentary debate on April 17, Tan was
overheard making derogatory remarks about Assoc.
Prof. Lim, referring to him as a "f**king populist". This
incident occurred following a speech by Lim, a
lawmaker from the opposition Workers' Party.

Notably, at a press conference on July 17, Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong said that an “inappropriate
relationship” between Tan and Cheng was “the more
serious matter”, adding that it was “necessary” for Tan
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to quit in order to “maintain the high standards of
propriety and personal conduct which the PAP has
upheld all these years.” [The Straits Times 2] [The
Straits Times 3] [TOC 5] [TOC 6]

In light of Tan's resignation, two lawmakers have
submitted a motion for the upcoming parliamentary
session in August that request the House to reconfirm
its dedication to the importance of an independent
and impartial Speaker of Parliament. [Red Dot United]
[TOC 1] [TOC 2] [TOC 3] [TOC 4] [The Straits Times 1]

Crucially, the resignations are the latest in a series of
scandals to send shockwaves through the PAP,
including a graft probe into Foreign Minister Vivian
Balakrishnan and Home Affairs and Law Minister K
Shanmugam over their rental of colonial houses near a
high-end lifestyle hub [see AR No. 27, July/2023, 1].
Currently, Transport Minister S. Iswaran is undergoing
a probe by the Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau
(CPIB). [see entry in this edition]

This comes at a time when the PAP is navigating a
leadership succession ahead of the national vote by
2025 and presidential elections by September.

Singapore: Transport minister arrested in
top-level corruption probe

(tb/Im) Transport Minister S. Iswaran, a member of
Singapore's governing People’s Action Party (PAP), has
been arrested in connection with a top-level corruption
investigation that also involves a billionaire hotel
tycoon, according to the Corrupt Practices
Investigation Bureau (CPIB). [CNBC] [The Guardian]

Iswaran was arrested alongside property tycoon Ong
Beng Seng by the CPIB on July 11 and “subsequently
released on bail”. Ong is a Malaysian billionaire who is
famous for bringing the Formula 1 night race to
Singapore. At the time when the deal was made in
2007 between the Singapore Tourism Board and the
then-Formula 1 chief Bernie Ecclestone, Iswaran held
the position of Minister of State for Trade and
Industry.

According to Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, the
minister is assisting the CPIB in the investigation. He is
not allowed to enter any government buildings nor has
access to official resources. The prime minister was
informed about the investigation on July 5 and gave his
approval on July 6.
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Singapore is recognized as the fifth-least corrupt
country globally, as indicated by its ranking in the
Transparency International Corruption Perceptions
Index. [Malay Mail] [TOC 1] [TOC 2] [Time] [The Straits
Times 1] [The Straits Times 2] [CNA 1] [CNA 2] [CNA 3]

Singapore: More legal protection for
platform workers in the future

(tb) On July 12, the Ministry of Manpower (MOM)
announced that the Government will introduce a new
legal framework for better protection of platform
workers. The new law will allow representative bodies
to advocate for the rights and interests of platform
workers.

The implementation of this framework is scheduled for
the second half of 2024. As a result, over 88,000
platform workers in this region will have the
opportunity to collectively negotiate for improved
working conditions through legally empowered
representative bodies that function akin to trade
unions. Similar to labor unions, these representative
bodies will possess the authority to enter into legally
binding collective agreements with platform operators
on behalf of the workers. This arrangement aims to
promote accountability on the part of companies,
ensuring that the agreed-upon terms and conditions
are upheld.

Additionally, a formal process will be established to
address collective disputes. In this process, the MOM
will serve as the initial point of contact for conciliation
efforts. If necessary, unresolved disputes will then be
escalated to the Industrial Arbitration Court for further
resolution. Furthermore, in terms of work injury
compensation, platform workers will be recognized as
being "at work" during the periods when they are
engaged in activities such as picking up and delivering
passengers or items. This means that they will be
eligible for work injury compensation coverage during
those specific tasks. [The Straits Times 1] [The Straits
Times 2]

Singapore: Human rights organizations
condemn Singapore’s new Online Criminal
Harms Act

(tb) The Asian Forum for Human Rights and
Development (FORUM-ASIA) and CIVICUS; World
Alliance for Citizen Participation published a joint
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statement in which they voiced their concern on the
recently passed Online Criminal Harms Act in
Singapore.

On July 5, the parliament of Singapore passed the
Online Criminal Harms Act. The new law allows the
government to remove criminal or harmful content
from the internet. The threshold for ordering a
takedown is lower for a particular category of criminal
offenses - scams and malicious cyber activities. Other
online offenses that threaten national security,
national harmony, and individual safety are included in
the act. [see AiR No. 28, July/2023, 2]

The human rights organizations accuse the Singapore
government that the law is violating international legal
and human rights law and standards, like the right to
freedom of expression, association, participation in
public affairs, and privacy. They emphasized the
arbitrary power that is given to the government and
the extra-territorial implications.

The organizations are concerned that the
government's troubling track record of employing
legislation to quash opposition might resurface with
the introduction of the OCHA (Organization for Civilian
Humanitarian Assistance). Thus, they demanded that
the Singapore government withdraws the law. [Civicus]
[Forum Asia] [TOC]

Thailand: Failed prime ministerial vote
prolongs uncertainty of political situation

(ws) A second round of prime ministerial vote will be
convened after the Move Forward Party (MFP) leader
Pita Limjaroenrat failed to secure enough votes from
the joint parliamentary session on July 13. In response,
Pita has declared his plan to step aside if his party
failed to earn support from senators.

One day before the joint parliamentary session to vote
for a new prime minister, Senator Renu
Tunkachivangoon resigned from her position, resulting
in a total of 749 parliamentarians and lowering the
required votes for endorsement to 375. [Bangkok Post
1]

During the parliamentary session on July 13, several
parliamentarians, including MP-elect members of
Bhumijaithai, and senators, expressed their concerns
on MFP's stance on amending Section 112, citing that
MFP is trying to entangle the relationship between the
monarchy and the people. Despite series of
clarification provided by the MFP's side, Pita’s
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candidacy for prime minister failed to receive
endorsement. The majority of senators abstained from
voting, while 13 senators voted in favor of Pita. To
secure the premiership, Pita needs at least 375
combined votes from MPs and senators. The final vote
tally showed 324 votes in favor of Pita, 182 against, and
199 abstentions. [ThaiPBS 1, in Thai]

Following the vote, Pita addressed the media saying
that he respected the voting result. However, he
vowed not to give up and announced his intention to
devise a new strategy to gather enough support for the
next vote, scheduled for July 19. [ThaiPBSWorld 1]

In response to the disappointing results of the first
prime ministerial voting session, a series of protests
took place primarily in Bangkok, calling for senators to
respect the will of the people.

One day after the voting session (July 14), MFP
parliamentarians proposed a draft bill to amend
Section 272 of the Constitution to the house speaker
for further consideration in the next parliamentary
session. This amendment aims to curtail senators'
power to select the prime minister. The MFP
parliamentarians cited that the proposal was justified
by the fact that 159 senators abstained from the
previous vote, while 43 others did not attend the joint
sitting, which suggests a lack of interest in exercising
their authority in selecting the prime minister.
[ThaiPBSWorld 5]

OnJuly 15, Pita uploaded a video statement declaring
his readiness to step aside if his party fails to win the
support of senators via two ongoing attempts, namely
second voting round, and law amendment of Section
272. In that case, he would allow the Pheu Thai party to
take the lead in forming the next government. He also
called for a nationwide campaign to win over the
senators and garner their support for his prime
ministerial candidacy or the Move Forward Party's
constitutional amendment bill aimed at limiting the
senators' power in selecting the prime minister.
[ThaiPBSWorld 6] [Pita Limjaroenrat's Facebook]

In response to these developments, Phumtham
Wechayachai, the Deputy Leader of the Pheu Thai
party, stated that the upcoming joint sitting of the
House and Senate, scheduled for July 19, should be
Pita's final attempt to become prime minister in the
interest of progressing the country. [ThaiPBSWorld 7]

As of the latest development, the MFP-led coalition
party reached the agreement to renominate Pita as the
prime minister in the upcoming session on July 19 as a
final try before pushing forward the nomination of
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other prime ministerial candidates from second largest
party Pheu Thai. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Lack of senatorial support for
Move Forward Pita’s PM nomination
sparks protest

(aj) After the party leader of election winner Move
Forward, Pita Limjaroenrat, failed to garner enough
votes from the senators and MPs at the joint
parliamentary meeting to become Thailand’s 30th
prime minister, protestors took to the streets in
Bangkok and netizens made waves on social media,
demanding senators to ‘respect the public's will' and
vote in Pita for premier.

The lack of senatorial support for Pita and the absence
of 44 senators was the much-cited reason for protest
among the public and netizens displeased with the
voting outcome.

On the day of the July 13 vote, Pita was short of 52
votes of the 375-voting joint house majority to secure
the hat. Of the 250 senators that deliberated on Pita's
nomination, 13 votes were in favor, 34 voters were
against, and 159 senators abstained their votes. 44
senators were not present on the day of the vote.

Many senators remain steadfast in their decision to
vote against Pita or abstain their vote due to his party’s
platform on curbing Section 112, the law on lese-
majeste, which criminalizes criticism of the crown.

Pro-democracy activist Arnon Nampa - well-known for
being one of the leading figures in the 2020-2021 anti-
government protests against the military-back
government of caretaker Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
ocha - led the demonstration involving at least 700
people and 500 vehicles, mainly motorbikes, in a rally
around Bangkok. The protestors demanded the
resignation of the 44 senators who failed to attend the
joint house vote and called for senators that abstained
their vote to align with the voting majority in the next
joint session, even stating that senators that did not
vote in favor of Move Forward are ‘ignoring their duty’
and ‘the will of the people.’ Demonstrators are also
calling for these 44 senators, should they continue to
abstain or remain absent, to resign from their posts,
which would lower the voting threshold for Pita and his
coalition.

Some protestors were adorned with or waving signs of
a symbol of a dinosaur being crossed out. Originally a
symbol among Thai schoolchildren expressing their
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dissatisfaction with the country’s education system,
which has been acknowledged by many policymakers
to be largely inconsistent and stagnant, was turned
into one of the rallying symbols in the 2020-2021 pro-
democracy protests. The imagery alludes to the
continued promulgation of draconic laws, like the lese-
majeste law, and the continuing rule of the
conservative military-royalist order under incumbent
PM Prayut.

Of the 44 senators that failed to attend the joint
assembly deliberation, 33 of them were officially
absent, with some on diplomatic missions and others
handling private business affairs overseas, other
senators claimed that they had not been notified of the
vote beforehand or were on sick leave.

Public frustration with Pita’s failed nomination also
permeates online forums. Netizens have taken to
uncovering information on these 44 senators to
boycott businesses related to the senators and their
families. In response, some senators are already
seeking legal action for threats made against them and
their families, primarily in the form of defamation
lawsuits.

It is worth noting that the 250-member upper house
was appointed by Prayut following the military
takeover he led against the civilian elected government
in 2014. Following the assembly vote, a joint
declaration was published and signed by over 40 civil
society groups and NGOs stating that senators are
ignoring the public consensus and urges senators to
vote in line with the house majority for Pita's
nomination.

Future protests on this dilemma are not out of the
question yet. Ahead of the next voting session, which is
on July 19, the Metropolitan Bangkok Police restricted
public gatherings within 50 meters of the
parliamentary complex from July 18-21 to facilitate the
proceedings of the vote. Some groups, like the youth-
led United Front of Thammasat and Demonstration,
have already discussed plans to hold a rally on the day
of the next parliamentary session, but have yet to
specify a location. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]
[Bangkok Post 3] [Bangkok Post 4] [Bangkok Post

5] [Foreign Policy] [Reuters] [Thai Enquirer 1] [Thai
Enquirer 2] [Twitter, iLaw, in Thai] [Twitter, Thai
Enquirer]

Thailand: Constitutional Court to decide
on petition against PM candidate Pita
Limjaroenrat’s on day of second PM vote
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(aj) After two months of limbo on the legal challenges
facing election winner Move Forward Party (MFP) and
its leader, Pita Limjaroenrat, the Constitutional Court
plans to decide on whether to accept the Election
Commission’s (EC) petition on Pita’s eligibility as a PM
for his allegedly illegal shares in a defunct media
company, which coincides with the National
Assembly’s second round of voting on July 19 for
Thailand's next prime minister after Pita’s failed PM
nomination on July 13.

There are two separate complaints involving MFP and
Pita. The first complaint involves Pita’s allegedly illegal
holdings of 42,000 shares in iTV, a media company that
has not been in operation for sixteen years. Under Thai
law, it is illegal for prime minister candidates to have a
stake in a media outlet. The Constitutional Court also
recently accepted a petition, filed by activist lawyer
Theerayut Suwannakaysorn, that claims MFP's
campaign to curb Section 112, the law on lese-majeste
and criminalizes criticism of the Thai crown, is an
attempt to "overthrow the monarchy,” which Pita and
his party have repeatedly refuted.

OnJuly 17, a leaked document from the Constitutional
Court circulated on Thai social media platforms on the
Court’s intention to decide on Pita’s legal matter the
same day of the assembly vote for PM, which was
officially confirmed by the Court several hours later.
According to political analysts, there is no indication of
which legal challenge will be the one to suspend Pita
from his parliamentary duties and, subsequently, his
eligibility to run for PM. Should the Court find grounds
for either complaint, Pita could be disqualified as an
MP and candidacy for the premiership, while MFP
could be dissolved and its top members - including
Pita - be banned from politics for nearly a decade.

Although the US, which has expressed its
dissatisfaction with Thailand's leaning towards the
military and monarchy in the past, has largely remain
quiet on post-election developments in the country
now stated that the recent legal cases are of a
“concern” to the US. Despite this statement, made by a
US State Department spokesperson, the US continues
to reaffirm that it has no preferred outcome regarding
Thailand's next prime minister, but only that the vote
reflects the will of the Thai people. [Bangkok Post 1]
[Bangkok Post 2] [The Straits Times] [Twitter, Thai
Enquirer]

Thailand: Thaksin’s homecoming
postponed due to political instability
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(ws) Amidst the leak of a copy of security preparation
on the event of unnamed individual's arrival, which
adds to the rumor of Thaksin's homecoming, the
return of former Thai Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra to Thailand remains on course with a slight
delay, in order to avoid potential political turmoil,
according to his daughter, Paetongtarn Shinawatra.

Thaksin's rumored homecoming captured media
attention once again when reporters obtained a copy
of security preparations for a meeting on July 12. The
agenda of the meeting included protocols to be
followed in the event of the arrival of an unnamed
individual who is subject to an arrest warrant.

Paetongtarn revealed that her father confirmed his
intention to return home after spending many years in
exile during their conversation. However, he has
decided to wait for a more stable political
environment. She also added that they will observe
how the process of selecting the new prime minister
unfolds. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Former DSI Director-General
sentenced to two years in prison

(nk) Tharit Pengdit, the former Director-General of
Thailand's Department of Special Investigation (DSI),
has been sentenced to two years in prison by the
Supreme Court for abuse of power and malfeasance
related to his investigation of the 2010 crackdown on
the Red Shirt protests.

The court dismissed charges against three other
officials but upheld the verdict against Tharit. Former
Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva and former Deputy
Prime Minister Suthep Thuagsuban had accused Tharit
of abusing his power by pressing charges against them
without involving the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC).

Tharit's sentencing has raised concerns about granting
impunity and the potential chilling effect on state
officials' prosecution of crimes. Tharit also claimed to
have received threats from a military officer, but Acting
Prime Minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha denied
involvement. [Prachatai]

Thailand: Democrat Party to reconvene
after failure to elect new leader
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(aj) After failing to elect a new leader in the first
assembly over the July 8 weekend due to a lack of
sufficient quorum, the Democrat Party will reconvene
again during the July 22 weekend to vote in its new
leader [see AIR No. 28, July/2023, 2].

The Democrat Party has been without a leader since
Thailand’s general elections in mid-May after its former
leader, Jurin Laksanawasit, resigned from his post after
failing to deliver on a campaign promise to capture
more house seats, especially in the capital of Bangkok.
The most popular candidate, though most contenders
have largely withdrawn their nominations, is former
Prime Minister Abbhisit Vejjajiva, who led the
Democrats for nearly two decades in the mid-2000s to
late 2010s.

Along with the election of party leader is eleven new
top executive committees, containing 41 members
overall, and submission of candidate nominations for
parliament’s House of Representatives. [Bangkok Biz
News, in Thai]

Vietnam: High-Level People’s Court
upholds ruling in anti-state propaganda
case

(km) During the appeal trial on July 13, the High-Level
People’s Court in Hanoi confirmed the previous
sentences handed down to an individual who was
found guilty of spreading anti-state propaganda and
sentenced to six years in prison. [ViethamPlus]

Vietnam: Party Central Committee
inspection commission meets, takes
disciplinary action

(km) The Party Central Committee’s inspection

commission held its 30" meeting in Hanoi from July
12-13. Disciplinary measures against some party
organizations and members were decided during the
meeting. Party civil affair committee of Thanh Hoa
Province, Lai Chau Province and Son La, Ninh Binh, and
Kum Tom province were acted for their misconducts.
[ViethamPlus]
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International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
reaffirms Five-Point Consensus in
reference to resolve Myanmar crisis

(ys) The foreign ministers of the ASEAN countries
convened on July 11-12 in Jakarta, Indonesia, for the
56th ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (AMM).

Top on the agenda was the crisis in Myanmar. On this,
the joint communique reaffirmed the Five-Point
Consensus (5PC) as the group’s “main reference to
address the political crisis in Myanmar, while
expressing strong condemnation of continued violence
in the country, citing “air strikes, artillery shelling, and
destruction of public facilities.”

A further critical issue was the South China See. In this
regard, the joint statement reveals disunity among the
ASEAN states as it states that “concerns were
expressed by some Ministers on the land reclamations,
activities, serious incidents in the area, including
actions that put the safety of all persons at risk,
damage to the marine environment, which have
eroded trust and confidence, increased tensions, and
may undermine peace, security, and stability in the
region.” [ASEAN] [Reuters]

China, ASEAN agree to try to conclude
code of conduct negotiations on South
China Sea by fall 2026
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(ccf/Im) China and the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) agreed on July 13 on guidelines to
complete their long-delayed code of conduct (COC)
negotiations on the South China Sea before fall 2026.
The meeting was held between the 10-nation bloc’s
foreign ministers and China’s top diplomat Wang Yi in
the Indonesian capital Jarkata. [Associated Press]

The guidelines agreed upon last week call for more
meetings between the two sides and the start of
negotiations for the most contentious issues, including
whether the regional COC should be legally
enforceable and its geographical scope.

If passed, the COC would be a key instrument in
preventing military incidents between states with
overlapping territorial claims, China and four of
ASEAN’'s member states — Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Vietnam. The COC is also expected to
encourage regional cooperation on resource
management, marine scientific research, and
environmental protection in the South China Sea.
[RSiS] [The Straits Times]

However, it is unlikely that the COC will be concluded
this year given the claimants’ contrasting positions. In
the past, China has insisted on including its nine-dash
line claim in the COC's geographical scope. However,
the nine-dash line claim covers large swathes of the
South China Sea and cuts into claimant and non-
claimant states’ exclusive economic zone (EEZ). [NUS
Centre for International Law]

Furthermore, Chinese negotiators have proposed that
the COC restrict the presence and activities of foreign
forces in the disputed waters. By contrast, United
States allies involved in the talks were opposed given
their stance that Washington serves a crucial role as a
counterweight to Beijing in the region.

ASEAN Post Ministerial Conference with
Russia

(ys) Foreign ministers of ASEAN countries met with the
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in Jakarta,
Indonesia. During the meeting, Indonesia as the 2022
chairman of ASEAN conveyed two main agendas with
Russia. The first one is cooperation in food security, as
Russia is the global producer of wheat and fertilizer.

The second one is the commitment from ASEAN and
Russia to ensure nuclear non-proliferation in the
region to maintain the Southeast Asia Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ). Indonesia also asked


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-fu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-zl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-zr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-zy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-zy/

for Russia’s support for ASEAN Outlook in the Indo-
Pacific (AOIP).

Lavrov stated Russia's commitment to the centrality of
ASEAN to build an inclusive regional architecture in the
Indo-Pacific. Russia has been a strategic partner of
ASEAN since 2021. [Indonesian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs]

ASEAN Post Ministerial Conference with
Japan

(ys) During the ASEAN-Japan Post Ministerial
Conference, Indonesia invited Japan to develop an
electric vehicle (EV) ecosystem in ASEAN. The proposal
was made as Japan is planning to transition towards
100 percent EV by 2035 and aims to become a leader
in the EV industry. Through mechanisms such as the
Green Innovation Fund, Japan and ASEAN could both
benefit from the cooperation. Japan and ASEAN also
welcomed the ASEAN Japan Economic Co-Creation
Vision to promote various cooperation in the digital
economy, innovative financing for infrastructure, green
economy to support sustainable development, support
for SMEs, and strengthening the global supply chain.
[Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

ASEAN-EU to find middle ground on EUER

(ys) Foreign Ministers of ASEAN countries and EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy/Vice-President of the Commission (HRVP) Josep
Borrell met in Jakarta at a Post Ministerial Conference
to discuss the ASEAN-EU cooperation.

The Indonesian Minister of Foreign Affairs stressed the
importance of cooperation between the two
organizations, including in economic and trade
cooperation, but regulations such as European Union
Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) and European Union
Enforcement Regulation (EUER) have raised concerns
in several member countries.

Addressing this issue, both the EU and ASEAN have
agreed to find a solution through the Joint Working
Group on Palm Qil mechanism. [Indonesian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs]

G20 finance chiefs meeting in India hurt
by differences, low attendance
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(Im) A meeting of the finance ministers and central
bank governors of the Group of Twenty (G20) in India
saw little progress on debt restructuring talks as the
intergovernmental forum was unable to overcome key
differences.

The G20 finance chiefs had gathered in the western
Indian state of Gujarat on July 17-18, hoping to push
for agreements on debt restructuring for vulnerable
countries, global minimum taxation and reforms on
multilateral development banks. This was the third
such meeting under India’'s G20 presidency, and thus,
expected to set the tone for a leaders’ summit in New
Delhi in September.

Reports published in the lead-up to the meeting had
claimed that India would push fellow G20 members to
support its proposal to raise the share of taxes
multinational companies pay to countries where they
do business. India’s proposal, which had not been
previously reported, could temper optimism among GO
members that the gathering would make progress on a
long-awaited overhaul of decades-old rules on how
governments tax multinationals. [The Straits Times]

Notably, only 13 finance ministers attended the event,
which added to the slow progress on the issue. The
United States had sent the biggest delegation, led by
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, to the meeting;
Argentina, Brazil, France and Mexico only sent junior-
level officials, while Germany’s central bank chief
attended. [Reuters]

India considers banning most rice exports
to curb local prices

(Im) India, the world’s largest rice exporter, is
considering banning exports of most rice varieties as
domestic consumers are battling soaring food prices
ahead of upcoming national elections. If implemented,
the move would see New Delhi banning 80 percent of
all of its rice exports, likely sending global prices to new
highs at a time when the world is already grappling
with inflation. [Reuters] [The Independent]

In May of last year, India banned wheat exports amid a
record-breaking heatwave and soaring commodity
prices. As a result, New Delhi faced criticism from
multiple countries, most notably the G7 nations which
urged India to lift restrictions, while China backed
India, citing more developed countries' responsibility
[see AIR No. 21, May/2022, 4]. India is the world's
second biggest wheat producer, but accounts for less
than 1 percent of the global wheat trade.
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IMF denies discussions regarding Sri
Lanka adopting Digital Services Tax

(If) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has denied
that any conversations have taken place with Sri Lanka
about introducing a Digital Services Tax as a condition
of Colombo's recent bailout. It also denied providing
recommendations to the nation about signing on to
the OECD/G20 inclusive framework agreement for
international corporate taxation, which 138 nations
have agreed to as of July 11.

In order to secure the USD 3 billion loan Sri Lanka
received from the IMF on March 20, the nation raised
taxes in order to strengthen social relief programs. A
digital services tax would see large technology and
online companies, such as Google and Meta, taxed
under an international framework aimed at ending
these companies’ tradition of booking profits in low-tax
countries.

An IMF review of Sri Lanka’s progress following the
bailout is set to take place in September, where the
effectiveness of the nation's domestic debt
restructuring plan will be evaluated. [Daily Mirror]

IMF approves USD 3 billion bailout for
cash-starved Pakistan; UAE, Saudi Arabia
also provide funding

(tj/kr/Im) The International Monetary Fund (IMF)'s
board has given its approval for a long-awaited USD 3
billion rescue program for Pakistan. Islamabad will get
about USD 1.2bn upfront, with the rest due to be paid
out over the next nine months. [CNN] [BBC]

Pakistan has faced an acute balance of payments crisis
with only enough central bank reserves to cover barely
a month of controlled imports. Last month, a staff-level
deal between Islamabad and the IMF was achieved,
establishing a short-term arrangement that provided
more financing than anticipated for the South Asian
nation [see AiR No. 27, July/2023, 1]. However, the
nine-month Stand-by-Arrangement (SDA) was subject
to approval by the IMF's Executive Board.

Notably, the proposed SDA is higher than what
Pakistan was expecting: Islamabad was awaiting the
release of the remaining USD 2.5 billion from an
Extended Financing Facility originally signed in 2019.
This is the 13th IMF bailout Pakistan has received since
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the 1980s; Islamabad will become the IMF's fourth
largest debtor in the world by amount, only second to
Argentina, Egypt and Ukraine.

In related developments, Pakistan last week also
received USD 2 billion from Saudi Arabia and USD 1
billion from United Arab Emirates (UAE), respectively.
The energy-rich Middle Eastern nations had pledged
the money in April, but held off handing it over until it
was certain that the IMF bailout would be forthcoming.
[Middle East Eye] [Reuters]

Against the backdrop of these developments,
Pakistan's foreign exchange reserves are expected to
rise to around USD 15 billion by the end of this month.
This prediction was also reflected in the decision by
credit rating agency Fitch to upgrade Pakistan's
sovereign rating on July 17.

Pakistan condemns the burning of the
Holy Quran at the UN Human Rights
Council

(tj) Pakistan's Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
said at the UN Human Rights Council meeting that the
desecration of the Holy Quran amounted to the
incitement of religious hatred. A motion was brought
by Pakistan to the UN body.

During the UN debate, other Muslim nations also
joined Pakistan in condemning the act and called for
accountability.

Addressing the session, Foreign Minister Bilawal said
the deliberate desecration of the Holy Quran had
continued with a sense of impunity and that such acts
were designed to maximize provocation.

Bilawal added that it was important to understand the
deep hurt that a public and premeditated act of the
Holy Quran’s desecration caused to Muslims, as it was
an attack on their faith.

Bilawal further said the call made in the motion for
prevention and accountability over such acts was
reasonable and necessary, while affirming that he was
not losing sight of the fundamental right of free speech
in making this demand.

Meanwhile, UN Human Rights Chief Volker Turk told
the Council that inflammatory acts against Muslims, as
well as other religions or minorities, were offensive,
irresponsible and wrong, but he added that these were
complex areas and care needed to be taken in setting
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legal limits on free speech, which could be abused by
those in power. [Dawn]

Sri Lankan president indicates desire for
Indian Rupee to be used as much as USD

(If) While addressing a conference of Indian CEOs in
Colombo during the week, President Ranil
Wickremesinghe indicated the Sri Lankan
government's desire for the Indian Rupee to be used
as much as the USD as a common currency. The
president noted that it was the Indian ocean regions
turn to experience economic maturing, “Just as East
Asia, including countries like Japan, Korea and China,
witnessed significant growth 75 years ago”.

President Wickremesinghe also noted that once Sri
Lanka had completed its debt restructuring process,
the nation would shift to a comprehensive growth
agenda that would open the economy to investment
from Southeast Asia, East Asia and Australia. Without
providing a timeframe for this goal, the president
noted his desire to create “competitive economy that
can stand on par with the rest of the world,
encompassing green and digital sectors”, and a desire
that “India and Sri Lanka should embark on this
transformative journey together”. [Daily Mirror]

India-Sri Lanka relations have grown closer in the last
year following the island nation’s 2022 economic crisis,
during which India offered a USD $4 billion economic
aid package as part of the Modi government’s
‘neighborhood first’ policy. Since the extension of this
assistance, India has become one of the major
partners assisting Sri Lanka on the road to economic
stabilization, including offering a further USD $1 billion
credit line to the smaller nation to help pay for
essential imports. President Wickremesinghe's
comments come in anticipation of an official visit he is
set to make to India next week. Beginning on July 21,
the Sri Lankan president will visit Delhi for two days
where he is expected to meet with Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, as well as several senior
Indian cabinet ministers including Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman. [The Print] [Al Jazeera]

International Air Transport Association
agrees to support development of Sri
Lanka’s aviation industry
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(Ify Mr Philip Goh, the Regional Vice President for the
Asia-Pacific region of the International Air Transport
Association (IATA), has expressed the organization’s
commitment to assist in developing Sri Lanka'’s aviation
industry. Speaking with the nation’s Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Aviation, Nimal Siripala de Silva, Mr Goh
noted that Sri Lanka had made significant
advancements within it's air transportation sector
when compared to other nations in the region.

Having experienced setbacks due to the Covid-19
pandemic and the 2022 economic crisis, Sri Lanka’s
aviation industry has stumbled. The IATA, however,
hopes that collaboration with Sri Lankan authorities
can help identify key issues faced at the local
administrative level and assist policymakers to draft
legislation that will maximize the industry's potential.
[The Island]

China hosts international development
Conference

(nyb) China hosted the Forum on Global Action for
Shared Development conference on July 10.

The event boasts more than 800 participants including
foreign ministers and dignitaries including Ban-Ki
Moon, the former UN Secretary general.

Under the theme of “Global Development Initiative:
Echo the Development Agenda and Call for Global
Action,” the event mainly discusses eight areas of the
Chinese Global Development Initiative and the
implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. [Xinhua]

China at the ASEAN Regional Forum

(nyb) Director of the Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee Foreign Affairs Commission Office Wang Yi,
China’s top diplomat, attended the ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF) last week in Jakarta, Indonesia, to discuss
political and security issues in the region. Free trade
agreements, strategic partnership, as well as other
issues like the Fukushima nuclear water release and
Sino-Indian border disputes were on China's agenda.

In the realm of trade, Wang said China and ASEAN are
“actively promoting the negotiation of the free trade
area version 3.0,” and that they are pushing for the full
implementation of the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP). [Reuters 1]
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Discussion over the China-ASEAN (10+1) Strategic
Partnership, adoption of the guideline document for
expediting the conclusion of the Code of Conductin
the South China Sea, and the issuing of a joint
statement on 20th anniversary of China's assentation
to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast
Asia (TAC) also took place at the forum. In the meeting,
Wang said China will provide new opportunities for all
countries with “Chinese-style modernization.” [Xinhua]

Furthermore, China took the opportunity to push for
its stance against the discharge of ‘treated’ radioactive
water from Fukushima at the forum as it called for the
chair statement of the ARF to express opposition.
China has also allegedly asked Jakarta to refrain from
using the term “treated water” in ARF statements.
[Kyodo News]

In addition, Wang met with the Indian External Affairs
Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar for talks on border
issues, East Asia Summit, and BRICS. Sideline meetings
with Vietnam also took place (see article in the Vietnam
section). Wang urges India to establish bilateral military
ties. [The Times of India][Reuters 2]

In another sideline meeting, the South Korean Foreign
Minister urged China to play a “constructive role” in
managing North Korean threats following its ICBM
launch last week.

Wang attended the forum in place of place of Foreign
Minister Qin Gang who dropped out due to health
reasons. [see Air No. 28, July/2023, 2]. [Reuters 3]

China reaffirms its rejection of South
China Sea arbitration ruling

(nyb) On July 12, the Chinese foreign ministry issued a
statement to reaffirm its rejection of the 2016 Hague
ruling which denied China’s claim over the disputed
‘West Philippine Sea’ in the South China Sea region.

The statement came in response to Manila's statement
celebrating the seventh anniversary of the award and
the U.S. Department of State announcement that the
award is now a part of international law that is final
and legally binding. Manila also launched a website
titled ‘Not One Inch’ which contains the details of the
2016 ruling and information on the Philippine’s claim
over the maritime territory as a part of its celebration.

Wang said “the award is illegal, null and void. China
does not accept or recognize it and will never accept
any claim or action based on the award,” and
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implicated the U.S. as being the ‘'mastermind’ behind
the arbitration. China also accused the U.S. of playing
up the issue every year to pressure China to accept the
ruling. [Xinhua] [Reuters]

China-Arab States Political Parties
Dialogue held

(nyb) China hosted the 4th China-Arab States Political
Parties Dialogue on July 13 in northwestern city of
Yinchuan.

The event aimed to facilitate exchanges and
cooperation. Participants this year include leaders
from 19 Arab states, as well as nearly 70 leaders of
political parties and organizations who approved the
implementation of the Global Civilization Initiative
(GCQl).

The initiative was proposed by Chinese President Xi
Jinping in a speech held in March at the Chinese
Communist Party High-Level Dialogue with World
Political Parties meeting, in which he called of
countries “to keep an open mind in appreciating the
perceptions of values by different civilizations, and
refrain from imposing their own values or models on
others and from stoking ideological confrontation,”
and insisted that “any country to achieve
modernization, it needs not only to follow the general
laws governing the process, but more importantly
consider its own national conditions and unique
features.” [Xinhua] [China Daily]

For a critical discussion of the CGl that - along with the
previously announced Global Development Initiative
(GDI) and Global Security Initiative (GSI) - appears as
part of China's efforts to promote and advance its
alternative to the Western-dominated “rules-based
international order,” see [The Diplomat].

Japan-NATO: Deepening partnership amid
concerns over Russia and China

(GY) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida met with
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg during last
week's NATO summit in Lithuania.

Stoltenberg spoke highly of Japan’s participation as
NATO's closest partner country and Tokyo's support for
Ukraine. The NATO chief expressed concern about
China’s “heavy military buildup” and the expansion of
nuclear forces. He also condemned North Korea's
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nuclear and missile programs after Pyongyang
launched a suspected intercontinental ballistic missile
earlier this week.

Kishida, for his part, reaffirmed that Japan shares with
NATO “the understanding that unilateral attempts to
change the status quo by force or coercion will not be
tolerated, regardless of where they occur in the
world.”

Referring to the Individually Tailored Partnership
Program (ITPP) between Japan and NATO that was
concluded at the summit and that will extend
cooperation beyond traditional security areas to cyber,
emerging and disruptive technologies and strategic
communications, with a focus on countering China's
growing influence in the Indo-Pacific Kishida stressed
that the security of Europe and the Indo-Pacific are
“inseparable,” warranting collaboration beyond
traditional security areas between both sides.

Stoltenberg made no initial mention of the rumored
plan to open a NATO liaison office in Tokyo but said in
a later press conference that the issue “is still on the
table” and “will be considered in the future.” Paris has
reportedly rejected the proposal, arguing that the
geographical expansion could excessively divert its
original North Atlantic focus. [Guardian] [Japan Times]
[AIR No. 28, July/2023, 2]

On the sidelines of the summit, Kishida met with
several leaders, including South Korean President Yoon
Suk-yeol, Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauséda,
Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson, New Zealand
Prime Minister Chris Hipkins, and Czech Republic
President Petr Pavel.

In these separate meetings, Kishida acknowledged
Japan's deepening cooperation with the above
countries in responding to both regional and global
issues. He stated that Japan is committed to promoting
the rules-based liberal international order and
addressing global and regional threats including the
ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine and the recent
North Korean ballistic missile test. He also agreed to
continually cooperate with neighboring countries and
allies to maintain the peace and stability in the Indo-
Pacific region. [Prime Minister's Office, Japan 1] [Prime
Minister's Office, Japan 2]

Japan-EU: Brussels to lift restrictions on
Japanese food products
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(dqgl) At the EU-Japan Summit held on July 13in
Brussels, the European Union decided to lift import
restriction measures on Japanese farm and

fish products that were put in place following the 2011
nuclear accident at Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power
Plant.

Both sides, further, agreed to deepen cooperation in
green and digital transitions, research and security
issues, as well as in critical raw materials to reduce
reliance on imports from China. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Japan] [European Commission] [DW]

Mongolia: First country in Asia-Pacific to
fully comply with recommendations
of Financial Action Task Force

(tb) During last week’s annual meeting of Asia/Pacific
Group on Money Laundering in Vancouver, it was
confirmed that Mongolia has complied with the

Forty Recommendations of Financial Action Task Force
(FATF), as the first country in the Asia-Pacific and the
fifth in the world.

The Forty Recommendations on Money Laundering,
along with the Nine Special Recommendations on
Terrorism Financing set the international standard for
anti-money laundering measures and combating the
financing of terrorism and terrorist acts. [Montsame]

North Korea continues exporting coal
despite UN sanctions

(tms) North Korea is actively violating a UN Security
Council sanctions resolution by exporting coal. Despite
selling coal at less than half of international prices last
year, the price has surged in recent months due to
increased demand from China.

According to an anonymous Chinese source North
Korea is now receiving USD 120 per ton for
5,000kcal/kg generator coal exported to China.
Additionally, they reportedly earn USD 150 per ton for
higher-ranked coal at 6,000kcal/kg and above. North
Korea is said to export at least 5,000 tons of coal at a
time, potentially earning USd 600,000 worth of foreign
currency.

While previously North Korean trade companies
smuggled smaller amounts of coal, the involvement of
government officials in exports has allowed for larger
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quantities to be handled. It is worth noting that current
coal prices in North Korea are more than double their
level at the end of 2022.

The surge in prices can be attributed to the embargo
placed on Russian raw materials by Western countries
following Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February. The
price of North Korean coal also rose, reaching USD 100
per ton in August 2022. However, the price plummeted
to USD 50 per ton in November 2022 when North
Korean trading companies reportedly sold coal cheaply
to meet their foreign currency earnings quotas for the
year.

Chinese demand for coal has contributed to the recent
increase in North Korean coal prices, according to the

source The price of North Korean coal now aligns with
international prices.

Despite international sanctions and surveillance, North
Korean authorities have been conducting ship-to-ship
coal sales during the day, disregarding restrictions.
Resolution No. 2371, adopted by the UN Security
Council in August 2017, completely bans North Korea
from exporting coal or iron ore. [Daily NK]

North Korea fires ICBM, raises tensions
amid U.S. spy plane accusations

(tms) North Korea fired an intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) into the East Sea, reported the South
Korean military.

The launch took place in an area near Pyongyang, with
the missile flying approximately 1,000 kilometers
before landing in the water. This marks North Korea's
first ICBM launch in about three months and comes
amidst heightened tensions and tough rhetoric
directed towards the United States.

Following the launch, South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff
(JCS) stated that they are conducting a comprehensive
assessment of the missile's specifics in collaboration
with US intelligence authorities. There is speculation
that the missile used in the launch may have been a
solid-propellant Hwasong-18 ICBM, based on its flight
trajectory.

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, who was
attending a NATO summit in Lithuania during the
missile launch, presided over an emergency meeting of
the National Security Council. He pledged to
strengthen deterrence in cooperation with the US and
seek international support to counter North Korean
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nuclear and missile threats during his participation in
the summit.

Coinciding with the missile launch, top military officers
from South Korea, the US, and Japan were conducting
a three-way meeting in Hawaii to demonstrate
solidarity against North Korea's military threats.

Prior to the launch, Kim Yo-jong, the powerful sister of
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, issued sharp
statements claiming that US military spy aircraft had
intruded into the area over North Korea's exclusive
economic zone (EEZ). She warned of clear and resolute
actions against such surveillance flights, suggesting a
potential incident could occur. However, the South
Korean military dismissed these remarks, emphasizing
the importance of freedom of navigation and overflight
in the EEZ. [Yonhap 1]

Kim's statements followed the North Korean defense
ministry's denouncement of the US plan to send a
strategic nuclear submarine to the Korean Peninsula,
which was seen as a potential trigger for a nuclear
conflict crisis. The US had previously announced its
intention to send the submarine as part of joint efforts
to deter North Korea's military threats, as agreed upon
in a joint declaration between Yoon and US President
Joe Biden during their summit in April in Washington
[see AIR No. 18, May/2023, 1].

In response to the missile launch, the leaders of South
Korea, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand condemned
North Korea's actions and expressed their
commitment to achieving the complete
denuclearization of the North. The United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) scheduled an urgent meeting
to discuss the matter, with South Korea participating
as an observer. [Yonhap 2] [Yonhap 3]

South Korea and the United States conducted
combined air drills over the Korean Peninsula involving
at least one US B-52H strategic bomber, a day after the
missile launch, as reported by Seoul's Joint Chiefs of
Staff (JCS). [Yonhap 4]

South Korea-NATO: Strengthening
cooperation

(cx) On July 11, President Yoon Suk-yeol met with NATO
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg in Vilnius, Lithuania
and agreed to strengthen South Korea's cooperation
with the Atlantic defense pact.
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The partnership includes several areas of cooperating
such as in nuclear non-proliferation, counterterrorism,
cybersecurity and military intelligence. South Korea is
expected to participate in NATO's counterterrorism
training as an international cybersecurity training
center is to be built in the country.

In light of North Korea's nuclear and missile program,
Yoon and Stoltenberg emphasized the importance of
security cooperation between NATO and its Asia-Pacific
partners (AP4) - Australia, Japan, Korea and New
Zealand. [Chosunilbo & Chosun] [Yonhap]

Yoon calls for collective security with Japan,
Australia, New Zealand after N.K. launch

(cx) In @a meeting on the sidelines of last week’'s NATO
summit in Vilnius, Lithuania, South Korean President
Yoon Suk-yeol moderated a meeting with his
counterparts from the AP4 -- South Korea, Japan,
Australia and New Zealand. Yoon called for the AP4 to
form a collective security posture and enhance their
cooperation with NATO following North Korea's launch
of a long-range ballistic missile (see article in this
editionO.

The leaders committed to providing support to restore
peace in Ukraine, cooperating with Pacific Island
nations, building resilient supply chains, and
strengthen cyber security measures in cooperation
with NATO. [Yonhap]

Cambodia to pull out peacekeepers from
Mali

(dql) Following the June 30 decision of the United
Nations Security Council to end the peacekeeping
mission in Mali, 276 Cambodian Peacekeeping troops
prepare to leave the West Africa and return to
Cambodia by the end of this year.

Since 2014 the troops have been deployed to assist in
maintaining security and building infrastructure.
[Khmer Times]

ICC rejects attempt by Philippines to bloc
probe into war on drugs of former
President Duterte
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(Im) Appeals judges at the International Criminal Court
(ICC) onJuly 18 rejected an attempt by the Philippines
to block an investigation into the “war on drugs” of
former President Rodrigo Duterte. In the ruling, a
majority of judges rejected all four points of Manila’s
appeal, including that the ICC has no jurisdiction in the
Philippines, and that the authorities there were
conducting their own investigation. Duterte’s
representative said the former president would ignore
the decision. [The Straits Times] [Reuters]

In September 2021, the ICC approved a formal
investigation into possible crimes against humanity
allegedly committed under Duterte’s leadership. But it
suspended its probe in November 2021 at the request
of the Philippines, which said it was carrying out its
own investigations. In January this year, however, the
ICC said it was not satisfied with the country’s
proceedings as they didn't result in tangible
investigative progress, and prosecutors resumed their
inquiry [see AiR No. 5, January/2023, 5]. Manila
appealed against that decision in an attempt to block
further investigation.

Philippines receives support over dispute
with China in the South China Sea

(ccf) A growing number of countries have voiced their
support of the 2016 South China Sea arbitration ruling.
The ruling overwhelmingly favored the Philippines,
while determining China’s nine-dash line claim and
activities in the disputed waters as unlawful. [U.S.-
China Economic and Security Review Commission]

The United States (US), United Kingdom, Australia, the
European Union delegation, and Japan have reiterated
their support of the 2016 ruling. In late June, India
joined these countries in calling upon China to abide
by the 2016 ruling. This is seen as a significant
development given that India has traditionally adopted
a more neutral and cautious position on the South
China Sea dispute. [Philstar.com] [The Times of India]

Following the latest incident between Chinese vessels
and the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), France has
called upon all parties to respect international law and
resolve disputes through dialogue. The US adopted a
more confrontational response and urged China to
end its “routine harassment” of vessels in the South
China Sea. [Philippine News Agency] [GMA Integrated
News] [see AiR No. 28, July/2023, 2]

Despite China's repeated rejection of the ruling, the
Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) insists that China
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is still bound by the award. Philippine Secretary for
Foreign Affairs Enrique A. Manalo issued a statement
that the arbitration award is now “part of international
law". The country also recently launched a microsite
dedicated to providing official information about the
2016 arbitration award. [Department of Foreign
Affairs] [Foreign Service Institute Philippines]

Philippines enhances defense ties with
long-time and newfound partners

(ccf) In the face of China’s growing military activities in
the South China Sea and against Taiwan, the United
States (US) and European countries are eyeing the
Philippines as an important strategic and economic
partner in Asia.

Compared to the previous Duterte administration,
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is focused on
deepening Philippines-US defense ties. In February,
the two allies revived their Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement (ECDA) and granted American
access to nine Philippine military bases by April. At this
moment, the Philippines and US are carrying out a
bilateral fighter training exercise, termed “Cope
Thunder”. The exercise is the latest in a series of
Philippines-US military activities held this year.
[Foreign Policy Research Institute] [Air Force Time]

The Philippines also views its ties with the US as vital to
its economic ambitions. The hope is that enhanced
bilateral defense ties can unlock greater economic
cooperation. For example, US companies are exploring
the possibility of producing semiconductors in the
Philippines in a bid to compete with the Chinese
powerhouse. [South China Morning Post] [BNN
Bloomberg]

Various European countries have also recognized the
Philippines’ pivotal role against Chinese aggression in
the South China Sea and maintaining maritime
freedom. On June 30, the Philippines and EU convened
in Brussels and agreed to establish a Philippines-EU
Subcommittee on Maritime Cooperation. Both sides
underscored the importance of protecting freedom of
navigation and overflight in the South China Sea.
[Department of Foreign Affairs]

On a bilateral level, the French Navy conducted a
passing exercise with the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
in March to strengthen joint maritime cooperation.
From July 8 to 11, an Italian offshore patrol vessel
conducted a four-day goodwill visit to the Philippines.
The goodwill visit coincided with Italian Ambassador
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Marco Clemente’s visit on July 11, whereby both
countries affirmed their commitment to boosting their
defense partnership and exploring investment
opportunities. [Deutsche Welle] [Philstar.com]
[Philippine News Agency]

Singapore at 56th ASEAN Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting

(tb) Singapore's Foreign Minister Balakrishnan
participated in the 56th ASEAN Foreign Ministers'
Meeting (AMM) in Jakarta. Additionally, he took part in
the Post Ministerial Conferences, 24th ASEAN Plus
Three Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, 12th East Asia
Summit, and 30th ASEAN Regional Forum on July 11-
14.

Singapore expressed in the AMM deep concern about
the escalating violence in Myanmar, which has
persisted for two and a half years since the coup.
Minister Balakrishnan stressed the urgency of ending
the violence and urged for the swift implementation of
the Five-Point Consensus by the Tatmadaw (Myanmar's
military). He also emphasized the importance of
granting the ASEAN Chair's Special Envoy on Myanmar
access to all stakeholders in Myanmar, including Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi.

On the sideline of the AMM, the minister met with a
Member of the Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China Central Committee and Director of the
Office of the Central Commission for Foreign Affairs
Wang Yi. Both parties reaffirmed the robust Singapore-
China relationship, particularly after the recent
elevation to an "All-Round High-Quality Future-
Oriented Partnership." They took stock of the positive
advancements in bilateral cooperation and discussed
the countries’ acceleration of the post-pandemic
recovery. Furthermore, they emphasized their
dedication to enhancing the ASEAN-China
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and further
strengthening the ties between the two entities. [MoFA
Singapore 1] [MoFA Singapore 2] [MoFA Singapore 3]

Singapore’s Energy Market Authority signs
agreement with the Asian Development
Bank

(tb) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Energy
Market Authority (EMA) of Singapore have recently
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signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to
promote clean energy.

This agreement aims to facilitate the development of
renewable energy generation and transmission across
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
region. Additionally, the collaboration will support the
establishment of the ASEAN Power Grid. This
partnership aligns with Singapore's commitment to
decarbonize its power sector and promote the
importation of clean electricity. It entails the exchange
of expertise and best practices in various crucial areas.
These include regional cooperation, public-private
partnerships, project structuring, and financing. The
agreement also grants the ADB the authority to
leverage its comprehensive range of products and
services to assist ASEAN nations and project sponsors
in implementing and effectively managing the risks
associated with clean energy projects throughout the
region.

As the climate bank for Asia and the Pacific, the ADB
has set a target to provide USD 100 billion in climate
financing to the region between 2019 and 2030. This
funding will support a range of initiatives aimed at
helping countries transition to low-carbon economies
and enhance their resilience to the impacts of climate
change. [Solar Quarter]

Singapore hosts new ASEAN forum to
tackle child sexual abuse and
exploitation

(tb) OnJuly 11-14, the new ASEAN Crime Against
Children Regional Forum which was jointly organized
by the Singapore Police Force (SPF) and the US'
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI), took place in
Singapore. The forum aims to address the critical issue
of child sexual abuse and exploitation in Southeast
Asia.

It has attracted approximately 150 participants,
including subject-matter experts, investigators, and
members of non-governmental organizations from
Singapore, the United States, and nine other Southeast
Asian countries. The forum will focus on various topics
such as effective online investigations and victim-
centered interviewing techniques.

To highlight the alarming statistics globally, Singapore’s
Minister of State for Home Affairs Sun Xueling referred
to a 2020 UNICEF report that said one in five girls and

one in 13 boys experience sexual exploitation or abuse
before turning 18. This emphasizes the urgent need for
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collective action to address this widespread issue. [The
Straits Time]

Vietnam: Foreign Minister participated
AMM-56 in Jakarta

(km) Vietnam'’s Foreign Minister Bui Thanh Son led a
delegation to the AMM-56 in Jakarta from July 8-14. The
minister joined related meetings of ASEAN plus ONE
with Japan, Republic of Korea, EU, UK, Canada and
ASEAN Plus 3 meetings.

During the meeting, Son co-chaired the ASEAN-ROK
Foreign ministers meeting with his South Korean
counterpart Park Jim. During the occasion, it was
announced that Vietnam will host ASEAN-ROK Day
later this year to reinforce the bilateral

relationship. Seoul also announced their commitment
to double the contribution of ASEAN-ROK cooperation
fund to USD 32 million from 2027 as well as allocated
over USD 200 million for joint projects.

During a sideline meeting with Japanese counterpart
Hayashi Yoshimasa, the two top diplomats agreed to
expedite Japan's provision of ODA for Vietnam to
access development assistance in high quality
infrastructure and energy transition. They also agreed
to enhance mutual support at global and regional
forums including ASEAN Led and Mekong Sub regions
cooperations. [ViethamPlus] [viethamnews.vn]

Vietnam: Sidelines meeting with China
officials at AMM-56

(km) Vietnam Minister of Foreign Affair Bui Thanh Son
met with Wang Yi on July 13 on sidelines of AMM-56.
The officials expressed satisfaction with the progress in
Vietnam-China relations and pledge to prioritize each
other roles and strengthen their comprehensive
strategic partnership. They agreed to enhance mutual
visits, promote cooperations in various areas, and
work together to maintain regional peace and stability.
Son also urged both sides to maintain effective
cooperation mechanism and successfully organize the
upcoming 15th session of Vietnam-China Steering
committee for bilateral cooperation. [VietnamPlus]

Google fixes Vietnam flag issue on image
of Spratly Islands
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(km/Im) Google has replaced a satellite image on its
mapping software in which a rendering of the
Vietnamese flag on the rooftop of a building in the
Spratly Islands had appeared whitened out. The
satellite image change was noticed last week on both
Google Maps and Google Earth Pro. [Vietnam Express]
[Bloomberg]

Chinese envoy to Bangladesh emphasizes
the need for both countries to strengthen
ties for global peace

(na) Recently, China's ambassador to Bangladesh
emphasized the need for both countries to enhance
development cooperation and diplomatic coordination
for global peace and prosperity.

He highlighted the long-standing friendship between
the two countries, now strategic partners with fruitful
outcomes and strong people-to-people bonds. During
a lecture at the Defense Service Command and Staff
College in Bangladesh, Wen discussed China's pursuit
of modernization, independent foreign policy of peace,
and the Global Security Initiative. [The Daily Sun]

Bangladesh, India initiate trade in Indian
currency

(na) On July 11, Bangladesh and India commenced
trading in the Indian Rupee, aiming to lessen reliance
on the US dollar amidst the Russia-Ukraine conflict. It's
the first time Bangladesh engages in bilateral trade
with another country using a currency other than the
US dollar. [Outlook India]

The launch, held in Dhaka, involved the Bangladesh
Bank and Indian High Commission, exchanging letters
of credit between exporters and importers. The
agreement seeks to conduct a major portion of trade
in rupees, with the rest settled in US dollars.

To facilitate cross-border trade, two banks from each
country will establish nostro accounts which will
enable international trade and foreign exchange
transactions. [The Geopolitics]

Against this backdrop, the state minister for foreign
affairs of Bangladesh believes it could lower foreign
exchange demand and reduce business costs, while
the Indian high commissioner views it as a significant
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accomplishment that enhances trade efficiency and
competitiveness. [Business Insider Bangladesh ]

United States delegation visits
Bangladesh; Dhaka urges withdrawal of
RAB sanctions

(na) A high-level delegation from the United States, led
by the Under Secretary for Civilian Security,
Democracy, and Human Rights, Uzra Zeya, visited
Bangladesh from July 11 to 14. The delegation held
meetings with senior government officials, including
the prime minister, law minister, home minister, and
foreign secretary, as well as with civil society members,
Rohingya refugees, and humanitarian organizations.
Key discussions centered around the importance of
ensuring free and fair elections, the role of civil society,
and accountability for human rights violations. [U.S.
Embassy in Bangladesh]

With regards to Bangladesh’s upcoming general
election, Zeya acknowledged Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's commitment to the process and called on all
parties to reject violence, supporting an inclusive,
peaceful, and democratic approach. However, she also
emphasized Washington's support for a "peaceful, free
and fair" elections process in Bangladesh set for early
January 2024, stressing that the country's prosperous
future depends on strong democratic institutions. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh, for its part, urged the US to lift sanctions
on the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), to which Zeya
clarified that sanctions were based on careful research
and subject to further evaluation. [UNB] [The Business
Standard 1]

At the Rohingya camp, Zeya expressed gratitude for
Bangladesh's generosity in aiding Rohingya refugees.
She discussed the potential of voluntary repatriation to
Myanmar under conditions that ensure safety and
dignity. The US stressed cooperation with UNHCR and
preventing forced returns. Also, the delegation
announced a substantial humanitarian aid package of
over USD 74 million for Myanmar and Bangladesh,
with a dedicated sum of USD 1 million to combat
human trafficking. [The Business Standard 2]

EU human rights official due in
Bangladesh next week
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(Im) The European Union's Special Representative for
Human Rights, Eamon Gilmore, is scheduled to visit
Bangladesh on July 24 to hold a series of meetings with
government officials and other stakeholders. Gilmore
will also visit the Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s
Bazar district. [The Financial Express]

Notably, Gilmore's visit to Bangladesh comes after the
High Representative of the European Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borrell Fontelles,
responded to a letter submitted by six members of the
European Parliament. In their letter, the six lawmakers
had accused Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
government of narrowing the “democratic space” and
failing “to respect the fundamental rights guaranteed
by the constitution” since coming to power in 2009 [see
AiR No. 26, June/2023, 4].

China-US: Wang and Blinken hold talks at
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting

(nyb) Director of the Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee Foreign Affairs Commission Office Wang Yi,
China's top diplomat, met with U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken on the sideline of the ASEAN Foreign
Minister Forum last week in Jakarta.

In the meeting, both sides communicated concerns,
with the U.S raising the issue of alleged involvement of
Chinese hackers in the recent U.S. Commerce chief
email breach (see below), while China articulated
concerns over what it perceives to be U.S. interference
in its affairs.

Wang told Blinken that the key to mending the Sino-
U.S. relationship is to take practical actions and to
“meet China halfway,” adding the demand that
Washington “stops its economic, trade, scientific and
technological suppression of China and lift[s] its
unlawful and unreasonable sanctions against China.”
[Xinhua] [Reuters 1]

The meeting was the latest in a string of high-level
meeting between Chinese and U.S. leaders to stabilize
relations though maintaining channels of
communication open. Blinken'’s visit to China in June,
where meet Wang, Foreign Minister Qin Gang and
Chinese President Xi Jinping, was followed by the
meeting between U.S Secretary of Treasury Janet
Yellen and Chinese Premier Li Qiang early July see AR
No. 25, June/2023, 3, Air No. 28, July/2023, 2].

U.S. climate envoy John Kerry will also be making a visit
to China next week. [Reuters 2]
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New Ambassador to the U.S. met with
senior Pentagon officials

(nyb) The new Chinese Ambassador to the U.S. Xie
Feng met on July 12 with U.S. Assistant Secretary of
Defense Ely Ratner, and other senior Pentagon
officials.

Xie urged Washington to "remove obstacles, manage
differences, handle Taiwan and other important and
sensitive issues cautiously in accordance with the
principles of the three Sino-U.S. joint communiques,"
in the 90-minute discussion. [Chinese Embassy in the
US] [South China Morning Post]

The meeting came after U.S. complaints over the
Chinese lack of military communication made by U.S
defense chief, Lloyd Austin, at the Shangri-La Dialogue
last month [see No. 23, June/2023, 1]

Observers have noted that the meeting is “quite
unusual” as ambassadors do not often meet with
senior U.S. defense officials. [Reuters]

China urges the U.S. to lift sanctions

(nyb) Chinese Ministry of Commerce has urged the U.S
to lift sanctions on Chinese enterprises. The comment
came ahead of a possible visit by U.S Commerce
Secretary Gina Raimondo. Related talks are being held.
[Reuters 1]

In a press conference earlier this Month, Chinese
Ministry of Commerce spokesperson said U.S actions
on semiconductor bans undermines global free trade
and that the U.S. has been “abusing” export control.
[Ministry of Commerce, Chinal

This reaffirms the Chinese stance requiring the U.S. to
lift bans on Xinjiang related products announced by
the Chinese finance ministry following U.S. Secretary of
Treasury visit. [Reuters 2]

The U.S has put bans on products from Xinjiang region
of China due to human rights violation allegations. The
U.S alongside Japan and the Netherlands also attempt
to curb Chinese semiconductor industry through
production equipment export bans citing security
concerns.
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U.S. senior officials' email breach linked to
China

(nyb) Microsoft has claimed that a group based in
China is responsible for hacking operations to gain
access to senior U.S. officials' and agencies’ email
accounts. Personnel and agencies affected include U.S.
Commerce Department Secretary Gina Raimondo, the
State Department, and the U.S. House of
Representative.

FBI officials say that the attack was highly targeted as
the group only accessed email boxes. They also report
no classified information was taken.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken raised concern
over the breach to Wang Yi at the ASEAN Foreign
Minister meeting. [Reuters]

Head of U.S think tank charged with being
an agent for China

(nyb) Manhattan federal prosecutors unsealed
indictment of a U.S-Israeli dual citizen and head of a
Washington D.C-based think tank, charging him with
acting as unregistered foreign agent, illicit arms
trafficking, violating sanctions against Iran, and making
false statements to federal agents. [U.S Attorney's
Office for the Southern District of New York]

Gal Luft, the co-director of a Washington D.C-based
think tank, Institute for the Analysis of Global Security,
has been accused of acting as a middleman for the
sale of Chinese weapons company to Libya and
violating sanctions by attempting to broker an Iran oil
sale deal. He is also accused of recruiting and paying
former Trump advisor on behalf of Chinese principals,
as well as pushing the advisor to adopt a position more
favorable to China. Luft allegedly drafted comments
for a Chinese newspaper in the advisor's name.
[Reuters]

Luft has denied allegations and his attorney has
accused the US of silencing a corruption witness as
Luft allegedly has incriminating evidence on Biden and
members of his family. [CNN] [Washington Post]

China scramble jets in response to U.S
Navy plane flying across Taiwan strait
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(nyb) China responded to the U.S Navy patrol plane
flying through the Taiwan Strait by sending its
advanced fighter jets to monitor the plane on
Thursday.

Taiwan reports it detected 26 aircraft including
advanced Chinse J-16 and Su-30 fighter.

The U.S said its aircraft stuck to the strait's median line
which is the unofficial barrier between Taiwan and
China. [Reuters]

Chinese coast guard issued warning over
Japanese fishing boat near disputed
islands

(nyb) Chinese coast guard authorities issued a warning
to Japanese fishing boat operating near Taisho or
Chiwei Yu island in the disputed Senkaku or Diaoyu
chain.

The Chinese Marine Police characterized the vessel
fishing activity as “illegal” and that it entered Chinese
“territorial water.” [Associated Press] [Reuters]

China-Solomon Islands: Head of states
meeting

(nyb/gy) Last week Chinese President Xi Jinping met
with the Solomon Island Prime Minister Manasseh
Sogavare in Beijing. The meeting was part of
Sogavare’s visit to China, his first visit since the two
countries concluded a security pact in April last year
[see AIR No. 17, April/2022, 4]. In 2019 Sogavare
severed diplomatic ties with Taiwan and switched to
China.

During the visit further meetings with Premier Li Qiang,
top diplomat Wang Vi, and Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress, China’s
no. 3 as well as a meeting between Police Chief Wang
Xiaohong and his counterpart Anthony Veke were held.
[Xinhua 1]

During their meeting Xi and Sogavare announced the
official establishment of a comprehensive strategic
partnership between two countries and agreed to
further deepen cooperation between their two
countries in various areas including development and
policing as well as trade, civil aviation, customs, and
meteorology. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]
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Nine related agreements were signed, among a
policing agreement hich aims to boost bilateral
cooperation on "law enforcement and security
matters," and which prompted concerns from
Australia, the U.S., and New Zealand.

Australia urged the Pacific Island nation to
“immediately” publish the details of the policing deal.
Sogavare responded that the Solomon Island
government do not see how the deal which will
improve traffic control and management system,
provision of police equipment or the completion of the
Forensic Autopsy Lab is a threat to the Pacific region’s
peace and security. [Reuters] [Guardian]

In a separate meeting, Premier Li recognized the rapid
warm-up in the bilateral relationship over the past four
years, saying that “it is very fruitful”. Sogavare, in turn,
applauded China’s efforts in dealing with global
challenges and said Solomon Islands had “a lot to
learn” from China’s experience. [State Council, China]

China condemns Quran burning in
Sweden

(nyb) China expressed condemnation over the burning
of the Quran during UN Human Rights Council debate
which took place last week.

The emergency meeting resulted in the passing of a
resolution to condemn Sweden over the incident which
took place in late June with 28 votes in favor, 12
against, and 7 abstentions. Alongside China, countries
which voted in favor of the motion include India, South
Africa, Cuba, various MENA and Sub-Saharan African
countries. All European countries on the Council and
the U.S. voted against the motion.

Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson said “freedom
of speech” is not a reason to cause antagonism
between civilizations. [Xinhua] [DW] [Aljazeera]

Chinese top diplomat speaks highly of
Sino-Australian relations

(GY) Director of the Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee Foreign Affairs Commission Office Wang Yi,
China's top diplomat, praised the Sino-Australian
relations which have “stabilized, improved and
developed” under the collaborative efforts of both
countries, in a meeting with Australian Foreign Minister
Penny Wong held on the sidelines of the ASEAN
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Foreign Ministers' Meeting in Jakarta. Sino-Australian
had been frosty over the past years and only began to
improve under the government of Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese who took power in May last year.

Wang also hoped Australia to create a business
environment that is “fair, just, and non-discriminatory
for Chinese companies to invest and operate in.”
[CGTN] [Reuters]

Wong, for her part, reaffirmed Australia’s position on
various issues, including trade impediments, consular
cases, human rights and Hong Kong, according to the
readout of the Australian foreign ministry. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Australia]

China bashes UK for blocking Chinese
investment

(gy) The Chinese Embassy in the UK expressed strong
opposition to the UK's intervention in eight takeovers
associated with Chinese investment over the past year,
accusing the British government of adopting “adopted
discriminatory practices against investment by Chinese
companies,” and of abusing “the national security law
to deliberately suppress foreign enterprises.”

The British government claimed in a report that it had
either blocked or placed conditions on these
transactions, citing concerns related to national
security and utilizing its National Security and
Investment Act.

Introduced in 2021, the National Security and
Investment Act was designed to provide the UK with
greater authority to review and interfere in foreign
investments, which marked a major departure from its
previous status as one of the most open markets for
international mergers and acquisitions. [Chinese
Embassy in the UK] [Reuters]

China lashes back at NATO criticism

(gy) Beijing lashed back at NATO's accusation that
China challenges the bloc's interests, security and
values with its "ambitions and coercive policies".
[Chinese Mission to the European Union]

"The PRC employs a broad range of political, economic,
and military tools to increase its global footprint and
project power, while remaining opaque about its
strategy, intentions and military build-up," NATO heads
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of state said in a communique issued during a two-day
summit in Lithuania. [NATO]

In a statement issued on July 11, the Chinese mission
to Europe expressed its dissatisfaction with the
content related to China in the communique. The
mission claimed that the communique overlooked
fundamental facts, misrepresented China's stance and
policies, and intentionally aimed to discredit China.
[Reuters]

Germany unveils new strategy to engage
with China

(gy) Germany has published a new policy to
accommodate a growingly “assertive” China,
Chancellor Olaf Scholz said, after months of wrangling
within the government on the approach to Berlin's top
trade partner.

Last week, Germany released it first-ever China
strategy that calls Beijing “a partner, competitor and
systemic rival,” with explicit reference to the EU China
policy as is adds that its China policy is “is firmly rooted
in the common policy on China of the EU.”

Assuring that there is no “to impede China’s economic
progress and development,” the strategy insists that
“de-risking is urgently needed.” It refrains from
decoupling from China, but highlights reducing
reliance on China in critical sectors.

In this regard, the strategy urges German businesses
to consider geopolitical risks in their decision-making
process, warning that Chinese market-reliant firms will
have to “carry the financial risk more heavily
themselves” in the future.

Furthermore, the document states that - in order to
ensure “fairer, more sustainable and more reciprocal,”
economic ties with China, lists of products subject to
export controls against the backdrop of new
technological developments, including in cybersecurity
and surveillance technology, will be adjusted and
provisions will be issued to make sure that research
and development projects with China with potential
knowledge drain will not receive government funds or
only under certain conditions.

All this reflects Germany’s efforts to walk a tightrope to
manage and balance the country’s dependence on the
world’s second-largest economy at a time when
criticism of China’s human rights record and attitude
towards international law is growing. China is
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Germany's biggest trading partner, with 2022 seeing
bilateral trade reaching close to USD 335 billion).
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Germany] [Al Jazeera]
[CNN] [VoA]

In a critical response, the Chinese Embassy in Germany
warned that “[florcibly ‘de-risking’ based on ideological
prejudice and competition anxiety will only be
counterproductive and artificially intensify risks,” and
urged both sides to promote the “de-risking’ of
bilateral relations by continuously enhancing political
mutual trust.” [Chinese Embassy in Germany,_in
Chinese]

Chinese exports plummet, except to
Russia

(GY) China's official exports data released on Thursday
observed a notable decrease in June compared to the
previous year, pressuring Beijing to implement
additional stimulus policies to revitalize China's post-
COVID recovery.

China reported a 12.4 percent decline in exports and a
6.8 percent drop in imports, indicating
underperforming domestic market and global
consumer demand due to both recession in the US and
Europe and ongoing tensions between Beijing and
Washington. This has prompted China’s central bank to
ease monetary policy, putting pressure on the yuan.

Meanwhile, despite the overall decline, China saw a
significant increase in its bilateral trade with Russia in
June, reaching its highest level since the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. [DW]

China-Russia: Joint military drill in Sea of
Japan

(gy) According to China's defense ministry, a Chinese
naval flotilla of five warships and four ship-borne
helicopters embarked on July 16 to join Russian naval
and air forces in the Sea of Japan for a military drill
aimed at safeguarding strategic waterways.

Dubbed "Northern/Interaction-2023", the military
exercise is the latest sign of the increasing military
cooperation between two countries following
Moscow's invasion of Ukraine. [Reuters]

Meanwhile, the Kremlin has informed reporters on July
12 that Russian President Vladimir Putin's visit to China
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is currently being discussed and planned, with the
timeframes being coordinated. It added that "now is
an absolutely opportune moment to maintain the
intense dynamics of the development of bilateral
relations between Russia and China.” [TASS]

China-Sudan: China calls for cessation of
hostilities in Sudan

(nyb) Chinese UN envoy issued a statement on July
13calling for cessation of armed conflict in Sudan.

Chinese deputy permanent representative to the UN
Dai Bing said, "China hopes that the United Nations
and international partners will support the efforts of
regional organizations and cooperate with them. We
encourage the regional organizations to strengthen
coordination with all parties in Sudan and form
synergy to promote an early de-escalation of the
situation and avoid greater spillover effects."

China also encourages the enforcement of the Juba
Peace Agreement. [Xinhua]

China, India diplomats meet on sidelines
of ASEAN meetings in Jakarta, discuss
border issues

(If) India’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar met
with China’s top diplomat, Wang Vi, in a bilateral
meeting on the sidelines of the ASEAN Regional Forum
in Jakarta, as the two Asian neighbors searched for
ways to ease simmering military tensions along their
Himalayan border. Wang attended the meetings in
place of the incumbent Chinese Foreign Minister Qin
Gang, who came down with an illness prior to the
forum. [The Indian Express] [Reuters]

The primary topic discussed within the meeting was
the ongoing stalemate in eastern Ladakh over the
disputed border areas between China and India. Wang
emphasized his desire to find a mutually acceptable
solution to the border issue, while also stressing that
the dispute should not get in the way of broader
cooperation between both nations. Jaishankar,
however, made it clear that progress was not possible
between the two countries until peace and tranquility
was established on the border areas.

Both men also discussed the agenda for the upcoming
East Asia Summit, set be held in Jakarta on September
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5-7, as well as matters relating to the five-nation BRICS
grouping and the Indo-Pacific. A statement issued by
Beijing on July 15 stated China’s desire to “focus both
countries’ energy and resources on each other’s
development, improving people’s livelihood and
accelerating revitalization”.

Chinese and Indian troops clashed over the disputed
border in the Galway Valley in July 2020, in the most
significant military encounter between both nations
since the Sino-Indian War of 1962 [see AIR No. 24,
June/2020, 3]. Since then, several rounds of military
and diplomatic talks have helped to ease tensions
between the two armies, but New Delhi has described
the situation on the border as fragile and dangerous.
Last week, the two sides agreed to hold the next round
of military commander-level talks on border issues at
an early date, according to the official Chinese readout.

India’s Prime Minister Modi visits France;
New Delhi, Paris promise ‘ground-
breaking' military projects

(If) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi conducted a
state visit to France on July 13-14, attending the yearly
Bastille Day Parade as the host-nation’s Guest of
Honor. The two-day visit fell on the 25th anniversary of
the India-France Strategic Partnership, which began in
1998.

The Indian Prime Minister was granted a plethora of
goodwill gestures, most notably the Grand Cross of the
Legion of Honor, France’s highest award. Paris also
eased visa rules for Indian students and approved an
app-based payments system for visitors enabling them
to spend in rupee in France.

Bilateral discussions between the two nations centered
on defense considerations, with both sides saying they
welcomed a decision to build three French-designed
Scorpene submarines as well as Safran helicopter
engines in India. The two countries also agreed to
support the joint development of a combat aircraft
engine as they are working towards adopting a
“roadmap on defence industrial cooperation”.

Notably, however, there was no word on the widely
expected sale of 26 French-built Rafale jets to New
Delhi; India's Defense Ministry had given its initial
approval to purchase the fighter jets alongside the
three Scorpene-class submarines on July 13 [see AiR
No. 28, July/2023, 2]. The purchases, which are still
reportedly subject to further negotiations, are
estimated to cost around USD 9.75 billion.
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Modi's visit is the third he has made to France in the
last four years, an indication of the importance of this
bilateral relationship. Both France and India are
seeking allies within the Indo-Pacific to protect their
Indian Ocean territories in light of rising tensions from
China's increased presence in the region. Furthermore,
India’s aging fleet of Russian-made planes, which
Moscow has struggled to perform maintenance work
upon, alongside the slow evolution of India's domestic
defense manufacturing plans, have contributed to
further military purchases from France.

However, Modi's visit did not come without scorn as a
number of figures from across French society criticized
the prime minister's human rights record regarding his
treatment of religious minorities. One of the most
prominent critics of the visit was French leftist leader
Jean-Luc Melanchon, who called Modi a far-right leader
who was “violently hostile” to minorities, although
maintained that India was a “friendly country.”
[Atalayar] [Al Jazeera] [TIME] [Radio France
Internationale]

India condemns EU Parliament resolution
on Manipur violence

(If) The European Parliament adopted a motion on July
12 regarding the recent violence within the Indian state
of Manipur, strongly condemning “nationalistic
rhetoric” of the state government, run by Prime
Minister Modi's right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party. The
resolution followed a discussion in the EU Parliament
over the violence as part of its debate on breaches of
human rights, democracy and the rule of law during its
ongoing plenary session in Strasbourg, France.
[Deutsche Welle]

The motion further maintained that “minorities, civil
society, human rights defenders and journalists
regularly face harassment”. It also asked for the
restoration of internet services in the region and the
withdrawal of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act, a
controversial anti-insurgent law that has been
criticized by right activists for decades. [The Indian
Express]

New Delhi, in its response, maintained that the
unfolding situation within Manipur was an entirely
internal matter, adding that the European Parliament
resolution “reflects a colonial mindset”, whilst further
advising it to focus on its own internal issues. [BBC]

In May, clashes for the first time erupted between
members of the Kuki tribespeople, who mostly live in
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the hills, and non-tribal Meitei, the dominant, majority
Hindu community in the lowlands of Manipur state,
over fears of demographic displacement and the
protection of minority privileges [see AiR No. 19,
May/2023, 2]. Against this backdrop, India’s central
government in June set up a committee to encourage
peace talks between the communities, but the process
has failed to get off the ground [see AiR No. 23,
June/2023, 1]. Prime Minister Modi has not publicly
commented on the violence.

India’s Prime Minister Modi travels to
United Arab Emirates, signs agreement to
trade in Rupees

(Ify Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) on July 15 following the
conclusion of his state trip to France. Landing in Abu
Dhabi for the one-day visit, Modi met with UAE
President Sheik Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in what
was his fifth visit to the Gulf state since being elected in
2014. [The Indian Express 1] [Al Jazeera]

Primary amongst the matters discussed by both
leaders was the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding establishing the use of local currencies
for cross-border transactions. These pacts will allow
India to use Indian Rupees when purchasing materials
through bilateral trade rather than in US Dollars.
Allowing for such an arrangement lowers the cost of
trade purchases for India, who will not have to keep as
high a reserve of USD in their Central Bank. Further
comments from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
revealed that both nations had agreed to link India’s
United Payments Interface (UPI) with the UAE's Instant
Payment Platform (IPP), further easing the process of
trade and payments.

India is the world's third biggest oil importer and
consumer, a statistic which has encouraged the RBI to
set out frameworks for facilitating the use of Rupees as
a common currency within global trade. Reports have
speculated that India may make its first Rupee
payment to Abu Dhabi National Oil Co (ADNOC),
although no date has been given for a such a
transaction.

Further agreements included a plan to establish an ITT-
Delhi Campus in Abu Dhabi. Moreover, in anticipation
of the COP28 summit, set to be hosted by the UAE
later this year, both leaders underscored the
importance of collaboration towards tackling climate-
centric issues. [The Indian Express 2]
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United States pledges to help India
transition to renewable energies

(If) US Treasury Secretary Jan Yellen held a meeting
with Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
the sidelines of the G20 Finance Ministers Meeting in
Gandhinagar, India on July 17. Speaking on the
importance of the bilateral relations shared between
both countries, Secretary Yellen highlighted the United
States' commitment to help India transition away from
traditional energy sources, like coal and oil, and to
embrace renewable energies through increased
private investment.

The G20 Finance Ministers Meeting is the third time
this year that Jan Yellen has visited India this year,
demonstrating the importance of India to the United
States ambitions within the region. Both nations are
members of the QUAD alliance, alongside Japan and
Australia, and have shared closer relations as the
United States attempts to court India away from the
influence of it's BRICS partners, particularly China and
Russia. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited
Washington in June, holding talks with President Biden
about defense conditions, economic policy and
fostering closer relations.

The push for more collaboration on renewable
energies also highlights the importance of climate
policy within the United States, particularly with the
COP-28 meeting set to occur in the United Arab
Emirates beginning on November 30. [India Today]

Indian state minister visits Damascus;
first ministerial visit to Syria in seven
years

(If) India’'s Minister of State for External Affairs Shri V.
Muraleedharan made a visit to the Syrian capital of
Damascus on July 13. Meeting with the President of the
Syrian Arab Republic Bashar al-Assad, the two leaders
announced the creation of 300 new scholarships for
Syrian students to study in India, whilst also discussing
matters relating to the medical and educational
sectors in a bid to deeper develop bilateral ties. [The
Wire]

President al-Assad emphasized his government’s
approach of “heading east” in regards to foreign policy,
hailing India’s alignment with his government during
the ongoing Syrian Civil War and thanking the minister
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for the nation’s support in the wake of the devastating
earthquake on February 6.

Minister Muraleedharan'’s visit follows a similar trip
made last year by Syria's Foreign Minister Fayssal
Mekdad to Delhi. Syria recently regained its
membership within the Arab League, signifying an end
to the international isolation efforts against the al-
Assad government. It is believed that India considers
Bashar al-Assad’s government as an effective defender
against the spread of terrorism within West Asia and
the wider region.

Indonesia and Japan want to strengthen
economic cooperation

(ys) The Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi
and the Japanese Foreign Minister Hayashi Yoshimasa
met on the sideline of the 56th ASEAN Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting to discuss bilateral economic
cooperation between the two countries.

Both ministers agreed to accelerate the negotiations of
the Indonesia-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement
(IJEPA) protocol amendment, with the hope that it can
be concluded during the 43rd ASEAN Summit this
September. [Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Japan urges China to approach Fukushima
wastewater release in ‘scientific manner’

(gy) During a meeting between Japanese Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi and Chinese top diplomat
Wang Yi on July 14, Japan urged China to handle the
discharge of radioactive water from the Fukushima
nuclear power plantin a "scientific manner."

The release of over 1 million tons of water from the
damaged Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Plant this
summer has raised concerns among neighboring
countries and local fishermen. China has been
outspoken in its criticism, expressing fears about the
potential harm to the environment and human lives.

Despite China expressing concerns about the water
discharge, a thorough assessment conducted by the
United Nations nuclear watchdog has determined that
the impact of the plan would be minimal. The review
also concluded that the discharge would adhere to
international standards.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-jii/

Hayashi also "conveyed strong concerns over China's
increasing military activity conducted within the vicinity
of Japan" as well as Chinese military cooperation with
Russia. Wang defended China'’s position and hope
Japan could be "objective and rational" towards China
and not position it as a strategic threat. [Reuters]

Meanwhile, Hong Kong officials stated that the city
would immediately prohibit the import of aquatic
products from Fukushima and other Japanese
prefectures if Tokyo decides to discharge treated
radioactive wastewater into the Pacific Ocean.
Secretary for Environment and Ecology, Tse Chin-wan,
emphasized that even though the wastewater would
undergo treatment before being released, any
mistakes during the process would have a significant
impact on both ecology and food safety. He explained
that their assessment has identified higher risks in
prefectures near Fukushima, prompting them to take
responsible measures to protect their residents.

Previously, Naoto Nakahara, the deputy consul general
at the Japanese Consulate in Hong Kong, criticized
Hong Kong government for "trying to win brownie
points from Beijing." In response, without explicitly
identifying anyone, Tse stated that Hong Kong officials
formulate policies based on the specific circumstances,
adding that "Hong Kong has a high degree of
autonomy," he said. [Al Jazeera]

Japanese Prime Minister visits Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Qatar

(dqgl) During his Gulf tour from July 16-18, Japanese
Prime Minister visited Saudi-Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, and Qatar. The trip was aimed at deepening
cooperation with the three nations and at securing
stable supplies of energy in the future.

In Saudi-Arabia, Japan’s biggest oil exporter accounting
for 40 percent of its imports, Kishida held talks with
Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince and Prime Minister
Mohammed bin Salman. The two leaders agreed to
work together in technology sharing to support the
Middle Eastern country in decarbonization and
economic diversification, while ensuring Japan's
ongoing access to its oil.

In this regard, 26 memorandums of cooperation in the
energy sector were signed, under which Japan will
provide Saudi-Arabia with technologies to boost its
capabilities to generate solar power and innovations in
the use of clean fuel sources, such as hydrogen and
ammonia.
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Both sides also agreed on launching a “strategic
dialogue” at the foreign minister level to deepen
bilateral cooperation. [Prime Minister's Office Japan]
[apan Today]

In the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Kishida and
President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan
agreed to work together in the fields of technology and
climate change and on the Japan-UAE innovation
partnership under which both commit to accelerating
energy security and to a framework that paves the way
for the UAE's cooperation with and investment in Japan
in chip and battery technology. [Japan Times]

In Qatar, Kishida is scheduled to hold talks with Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, the Emir of Qatar, on July
18, to seek Qatar's cooperation to ensure reliable and
steady liquified natural gas (LNG) supply. Qatar is one
of the world's top exporters of liquefied natural gas.
This meeting will be covered in the next AiR issue.

Japan-Belgium: Prime ministers’ meeting

(GY) Prime Minister Kishida held a summit meeting
with Belgian Prime Minister Alexander De Croo on July
13. The meeting was part of Kishida's visit to Belgium.

Both sides expressed their desire to strengthen
bilateral relations and cooperate on global issues.
[Prime Minister's office, Japan]

Laos-China: Global Development Initiative
compliments global and Lao development
agendas

(ws) During the first high-level conference of the Forum
on Global Action for Shared Development in Beijing,
Lao Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Saleumxay Kommasith highlighted the
significance of China’s Global Development Initiative
(GDI) in aligning with both international and Lao
national development agendas. [Vientiane Times]

On the sidelines of the conference, Deputy Prime
Minister Saleumxay held a meeting with Wang Yi, a
member of the Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and Director of
the Office of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the CPC
Central Committee. The purpose of the meeting was to
discuss and exchange views on matters related to the
conference and the GDI. [Vientiane Times]



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-jik/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-jiu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-jdl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-jdr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-jdy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vydgjk-l-jdj/

Laos to upgrade Mekong ports after
receiving funding from South Korea

(ws) Laos has received a contribution of USD 4.25
million from the Republic of Korea for the
Development of the River Port Management
Information System (Port-MIS) project.

The primary objective of this project is to enhance the
operational efficiency of ports located along the
Mekong River by establishing the Port-MIS, thereby
improving administrative processes related to port
management. Specifically, the project aims to achieve
systematic and efficient operations at five river ports in
Laos.

Moreover, the Korea International Cooperation Agency
(KOICA) will provide information and communication
technology (ICT) equipment to support the project,
which will play a crucial role in upgrading the ICT
infrastructure at the five ports. Additionally, the
Ministry of Public Works and Transport will be involved
in implementing the project. This five-year project is
expected to be implemented until 2027. [Vientiane
Times]

Lao, Vietnamese company to develop
wind power project in Laos

(ws) The Lao Government and AMI Renewables Quang
Binh Investment Corporation signed an agreement to
jointly develop AMI Savannakhet wind power project
worth over USD 2 billion.

The collaboration between AMI Renewables Quang
Binh and the Government of Laos began with the
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to
conduct a feasibility study for the wind farm
development project in Savannakhet Province in
December 2022.

This project is expected to acquire a total capacity of
1,220 megawatts, which will become one of the Lao
government's initiatives to export electricity to Vietnam
by 2025.

Apart from its economic benefits, the wind power
project is expected to contribute to the overall
development of the region as it will enhance energy
security and national defense in the Quang Binh area
along the Vietnam-Laos border. Additionally, the
project will facilitate the opening and upgrading of the
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Chut Mut (Quang Binh)-La Vin (Savannakhet) border
gate, aligning with the land border gate planning for
2021-2030 and its long-term vision for 2050. [Vientiane
Times]

Laos expresses concern over US decision
to supply cluster munitions to Ukraine

(ws) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) in Laos
released a statement expressing profound concern
regarding the decision of the US to use of cluster
munitions due to its potential long-term
consequences.

Laos, as one of the countries that experienced heavy
bombing in the past, highlighted the ongoing threats
posed by unexploded ordnance in their country. The
MOFA statement called for a global cessation of the
use, production, transfer, and stockpiling of cluster
munitions as prescribed in an international treaty,
known as the Convention on Cluster Munitions.
Moreover, Laos emphasized the need to prevent
future victims from experiencing these deadly
weapons. [MOFA, Lao PDR]

The inclusion of cluster munitions in the US military aid
package to Ukraine is seen as a response to the
perceived failure of the Ukrainian counteroffensive.
Various Western allies, including the United Kingdom,
Canada, and Spain, have criticized this decision, citing
the indiscriminate nature of cluster bombs and their
potential to cause significant harm to innocent civilians
as well as the future generations. [Laotian Times]

Business council reactivated to boost
Indonesian-Malaysian economic ties

(ccf) On July 12, the Malaysia Indonesia Business
Council (MIBC) was relaunched to strengthen bilateral
business ties between the two neighbors. The council
was first launched in 2002 and operated till 2021. Its
reactivation is seen as an attempt to attract new
business opportunities and revitalize Southeast Asian
commerce. [Borneo Post]

The new council consists of representatives from well-
known companies such as the Permodalan Nasional
Berhad (PNB), Maybank, CIMB, TheLorry.com, Kuala
Lumpur Kepong, and AirAsia. The revamped business
council is expected to foster a positive business climate
with its Indonesia counterpart as well as provide a
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platform for Malaysia's private sector to boost
economic cooperation with Indonesia. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia probes disappearance of
Myanmar democracy activist and her
family

(Im) Malaysian police has opened an investigation into
the disappearance of a Myanmar democracy activist
and her family after Human Rights Watch this week
reported that Thuzar Maung, her husband and three
children were feared to have been abducted “in a
planned operation” on July 4. [The Straits Times]

Thuzar, who heads the Myanmar Muslim Refugee
Community, fled Myanmar for Malaysia in 2015 to
escape growing violence against Muslims.

Mongolia-Japan, Australia, UAE: Bilateral
talks at ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting

(tb) From July 13-14, B. Battsetseg, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, participated in the ASEAN Regional
Forum Foreign Ministers' Meeting held in Jakarta,
Indonesia.

During the Forum, the Foreign Minister had separate
meetings with Yoshimasa Hayashi, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Japan, Penny Wong, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Australia, and Thani Ahmed Al
Zeyoudi, Minister of State for Foreign Trade of the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

In the discussion with Hayashi, the parties emphasized
the significance of enhancing peace, security, and
regional stability, with a particular focus on Northeast
Asia. Furthermore, as a means of fostering tourism
cooperation between the two nations, the Japanese
government has implemented measures to ease visa
requirements. This includes incorporating citizens of
Mongolia into the electronic visa system, allowing them
to apply for and acquire visas online since April 2023.

Among other topics, the continuation of the Australia-
Mongolia Extractive Program was discussed in the
meeting with Wong. Launched in 2015, the program
provides policy advice and technical expertise to assist
the Mongolian Government to sustainably manage the
country's resource-led growth.
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During the talks with Al Zeyoudi, the ministers reached
an agreement to foster mutually advantageous
collaboration in the fields of renewable energy,
infrastructure, mining, and agriculture. They also
expressed the need to bolster the legal framework
supporting these efforts. Meetings were also held
between representatives of the Abu Dhabi
Development Fund and representatives of the
Mongolian private to explore future cooperation. [Aki
Press 1] [Aki Press 2] [Aki Press 3] [Montsame]

Myanmar-Thailand: Thai foreign minister
blamed to reaching out to military regime
to meet with Aung San Suu Kyi

(wn) Thailand's Foreign Minister Don

Pramudwinai revealed on the sidelines of last week’s
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Jakarta that he
had met with the Aung San Suu Kyi during an
unannounced visit to Myanmar on July 9.

He became the first foreign diplomat to meet her since
the military detained her on February 1, 2021. He also
stated that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi supports dialogue
without preconditions to address the current crisis in
Myanmar.

Political and rights activists from Myanmar rejected his
trip to Myanmar criticizing him for reengaging with the
junta, which is in total contrast with ASEAN leaders'
decision not to welcome the regime's leadership if they
fail to honor the five-point consensus on Myanmar.
[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar-US: Blinken urges the military
council to halt violence and restore
democracy

(wn) On July 14, during the ASEAN Foreign Ministers
Meeting, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
emphasized the need for the United States and
regional countries to put pressure on Myanmar’s
military council to give up their weapons and restore
democratic governance. [Mizzima Burmese]

Myanmar: ILO urges military junta to
release Myanmar labor federation leader
from prison
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(ha) The International Labor Organization (ILO) is
urging the military junta to release the Myanmar labor
federation leader Thet Hnin Aung, after he was
rearrested a week after being released from prison. He
is the general secretary of Myanmar industry craft and
services trade unions federation, a young activist of
labor rights, who was arrested in Myawaddy in 2021
and sentenced to two years in prison.

According to ILO's statement, he was released from
prison in June this year and is believed to have been
rearrested and has not yet been contacted. [The
Irrawaddy]

Nepal, Japan sign MoU for human
resource development scholarship

(na) Nepal and Japan have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for the implementation of phase
[l of the Japanese Grant Aid (JDS) program. Under the
agreement, Japan will provide Nepal with financial aid
to support civil service employees pursuing Master's
and Ph.D. degrees in 2023 and 2024. This scholarship
program has been ongoing since 2015, benefiting 100
civil service employees so far. [The Annapurna Express]

Nepal, Mauritius explore bilateral
relations in discussions

(na) A Nepalese delegation visited Mauritius from July
5-8 to discuss bilateral relations and employment
opportunities for Nepali workers. Furthermore,
constructive discussions took place with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to strengthen bilateral relations. [My.
Republica]

Nepal, South Korea sign MoU for 100-bed
hospital construction

(na) Nepal and South Korea have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to construct a
100-bed hospital in Bhaktapur. The South Korean
government, through the Korea International
Cooperation Agency (KOICA), will provide USD 9.5
million over five years. The project will enhance the
capacity of medical and administrative staff and
promote effective service delivery. [The Kathmanudu
Post 1 [My Republica]
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United States senior official visits Nepal
ahead of implementation phase of MCC
projects

(na/lm) On July 14, the US Assistant Secretary of State
for South and Central Asia, Donald Lu, made a one-day
visit to Nepal, emphasizing the significance of
implementing projects under Washington's Millennium
Challenge Cooperation (MCC) and strengthening
bilateral relations. [My Republica] [The Himalayan
Times]

During his brief stay, Lu conducted extensive meetings
with Nepal's most prominent political leaders,
including prime minister, foreign minister, as well as
opposition party leaders. The primary focus was to
ensure a smooth implementation of MCC projects,
which are expected to enter the implementation phase
in August.

In 2017, the MCC, a bilateral US foreign aid agency,
signed a USD 500 million grant agreement with Nepal,
the so-called MCC-Nepal Compact. Kathmandu was
supposed to contribute USD 130 million to the
agreement, which prioritizes projects in the energy and
infrastructure sectors, but ratification of the Compact
had been in limbo until February last year because of
divisions within political parties, including the ruling
coalition [see AIR No. 9, March/2022, 1].

Pakistan, Sri Lanka leaders hold phone
talks

(If) In a phone call held on July 17, Pakistan's Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif thanked President Ranil
Wickremesinghe for Sri Lanka's support in securing a
USD $3 billion arrangement with the IMF. Prime
Minister Shehbaz hailed the friendship between the
nations and expressed his hope that both Pakistan and
Sri Lanka will emerge out of their respective economic
hardships soon. President Wickremesinghe likewise
made clear his country's goodwill for Pakistan and
hailed the efforts of the PM for navigating a difficult
situation in negotiating with the IMF.

President Wickremesinghe had spoken to IMF
Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva of the issues
that faced Sri Lanka following their default in 2022 and
advised that Pakistan should be saved from a similar
situation with the help of the IMF. It is uncertain how
crucial this advocacy on behalf of President
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Wickremesinghe was in solidifying the IMF's decision to
provide Pakistan with assistance, but the efforts were
noted by Prime Minister Shehbaz.

Both Sri Lanka and Pakistan have agreements with the
IMF to help provide assistance for their respective
economies, with the former set for a review in
September and the latter’s deal having been approved
by the IMF Executive Board on July 12. [Dawn]

Pakistan army chief on maiden visit to
Iran to discuss border security

(Im/mha) Pakistan’s army chief, General Asim Munir,
travelled to neighboring Iran last week for meeting
with top Iranian officials in Tehran to discuss border
security and trade amidst an uptick in militant activity
inside Iran claimed by a Pakistan-based outfit. [Amwaj]
[Voice of America] [The News]

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi and Foreign Minister
Hossein Amire Abdollahain in separate meetings told
the visiting Pakistani general that the two countries
needed to double efforts to create secure frontiers. In
this context, Munir suggested that the expansion of
economic and trade relations would help enhance
regional peace and stability.

Munir additionally met Chief of Staff of the Iranian
Armed Forces Mohammad Hossein Bageri, Army
Commander Abdolrahim Mousavi, and Major General
Hossein Salami, the commander of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC). Salami called for
cooperation to secure the frontier and said the IRGC
could help enhance trade across the border. [The
Jerusalem Post]

Notably, Munir's visit to Iran came just a week after
Jaish Ul-AdI, a Sunni Islamist militant organization that
operates from bases in Iran and Pakistan, claimed
responsibility for a deadly attack on a police station in
Zahedan, the provincial capital of Iran’s Sistan-
Baluchestan province.

It also came after the two countries joint by China held
their first trilateral counterterrorism and regional
security consultations on July 5 in Beijing, signaling the
emergence of new alignments in the region. Analysts
said Baluchistan, a Pakistani province bordering Iran,
was likely an essential agenda item. The natural
resources-rich but impoverished province is central to
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, the flagship
infrastructure network under China’s Belt and Road
Initiative.
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Earlier in June, Iranian Naval Chief Rear Admiral
Shahram Irani proposed an Indian Ocean Naval
Alliance comprising Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, India and Pakistan aimed at ensuring
collective maritime security.

Afghanistan ‘not fulfilling its obligations
as neighbor’, disregarding Doha deal,
Pakistan’s defence minister says

(Im/mha) Pakistan’s Defence Minister Khawaja Asif has
strongly rebuked Afghanistan for “neglecting its duties
as a neighbouring and fraternal country” and for
disregarding vital obligations made in the Doha
Agreement, specifically its commitment to prevent the
use of Afghan soil to plan and conduct terrorist
activities. [The News]

Since the Afghan Taliban’s August 2021 takeover of
Kabul, Pakistan has seen a resurgence in terror attacks
led by the the outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), an ideological offshoot and ally of the Afghan
Taliban. In light of this, during his visit to Afghanistan in
late February, Defence Minister Asis had reminded
Kabul's rulers to live up to their cross-border security
commitments under the Doha Agreement.

Crucially, Asif made delivered his latest remarks just
one day after the Army chief General Asim Munir
warned the Afghan Taliban on July 14 of an “effective
response” by his forces if they fail to stop harboring
militants who plot cross-border attacks from
Afghanistan. The stern remarks came after two militant
attacks last week killed 12 Pakistani soldiers in the
country’s southwestern Balochistan province, which
borders Afghanistan. [see entry in this edition]
[Outlook India] [NBC News]

China begins construction of Pakistan's
largest nuclear power plant

(kr) Pakistan held a groundbreaking ceremony on July
14 for what will be the South Asian nation’s largest civil
nuclear power station. The plant, known as Chashma-
5, or C-5, will be constructed by China and cost at least
USD 3.5 billion. Thus, the broadcast event was was
attended by Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and top Chinese officials.

For two nuclear power stations that were recently built
and put into operation in the southern port city of
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Karachi, Beijing previously provided the HPR1000
technology, increasing Pakistan's nuclear energy
production to more than 3,500 megawatts per day.

The initiatives are a component of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, or CPEC, which additionally built
road systems, highways, ports, and industrial zones
using direct Chinese investment and "soft loans," with
the total amount expected to reach about USD 62
billion by 2030, when the mega project is scheduled to
be finished. [Voice of America]

Malaysia, Singapore discuss to establish a
special economic zone

(tb) Singapore and Malaysia are currently engaged in
negotiations with the aim of establishing a special
economic zone in both Johor and the city state. The
primary purpose of this initiative is to boost economic
growth while simultaneously enhancing connectivity
and fostering closer collaboration between the two
nations.

The zone's terms of reference and general areas of
collaboration will be determined by a task force, which
is headed by Singapore's Ministry of Trade and
Industry and Malaysia's Ministry of Economy. At the
Singapore-Malaysia Leaders' Retreat scheduled for
October, the task force will present its progress report
to both Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and his
Malaysian counterpart, Anwar Ibrahim.

In a press statement, the Joint Malaysia-Singapore Joint
Ministerial Committee for Iskandar Malaysia (JMCIM) 9
highlighted that the special economic zone will
leverage the impressive growth of Johor and
substantial investments made by Singapore in the
region. The special economic zone will leverage the
strengths and appeal of both Johor and Singapore. This
collaboration will yield concrete advantages in the
form of job creation and improved livelihoods for
individuals residing on both sides. [The Straits Times]

Crown Prince of Malaysian state of Johor
in Singapore for official visit

(tb) At the invitation of Minister for Foreign Affairs Dr
Vivian Balakrishnan, His Royal Highness Tunku Ismail
Ibni Sultan Ibrahim, Tunku Mahkota Johor, undertook
an official visit to Singapore on July 10-12.
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As part of his visit to Singapore, Tunku Ismail had a
program that includes visiting the Singapore Armed
Forces commando unit and touring Kuo Chuan
Presbyterian Secondary School in Bishan. Additionally,
Tunku Ismail accompanied Minister for Culture,
Community and Youth Edwin Tong in witnessing the
signing of a memorandum of understanding between
the Football Association of Singapore and the Johor
Football Association. The signed memorandum of
understanding will facilitate collaboration in football
development and establish an annual cup competition
starting from 2024.

In a Facebook post, Prime Minister Lee commented the
state visit with the words that the Johor crown prince
plays a vital role in fostering connections and
facilitating interactions between Singapore and
Malaysia. [MoFA Singapore] [The Straits Times]

Singapore’s Senior Minister and
Coordinating Minister for National
Security on a working visit to Israel

(tb) Senior Minister and Coordinating Minister for
National Security Teo Chee Hean undertook a working
visit to Israel and the Palestinian Territories. On July 10,
he held meetings with leaders from both Israel and the
Palestinian side.

During his visit, Mr. Teo met with President Isaac
Herzog and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in
Israel. The Singaporean minister reaffirmed
Singapore's enduring and principled backing for a
negotiated two-state solution. Additionally, the
meetings served to reaffirm the longstanding
relationship between Singapore and Israel. They also
discussed the establishment of the Singapore Embassy
in Tel Aviv, which occurred in October 2022, and
acknowledged that it would enhance collaboration in
emerging sectors such as artificial intelligence, agri-
tech, and digitalization. Furthermore, Mr. Teo engaged
with senior Israeli officials to address bilateral relations
and regional developments.

On the same day, Mr. Teo paid a visit to Prime Minister
Mohammad Shtayyeh of the Palestinian Authority (PA)
in Ramallah. During the meeting, both parties
reaffirmed the strong ties between Singapore and the
Palestinian Authority (PA). Mr. Teo reiterated
Singapore's ongoing support for the PA's capacity-
building initiatives, including through the Singapore
Cooperation Programme and the Enhanced Technical
Assistance Package for the Palestinians. Additionally,
Mr. Teo informed Dr. Shtayyeh that Singapore would
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contribute US$50,000 (S$67,100) to the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East, specifically for humanitarian relief efforts
benefiting civilians in Jenin. [MoFA Singapore] [The
Straits Times]

Malaysia wants to revitalize the Kuala
Lumpur-Singapore-High-Speed Rail project
with Singapore

(tb) Malaysia has issued an invitation for proposals to
revive the Kuala Lumpur-Singapore High-Speed Rail
(HSR) project. Malaysia has announced a call for
concept proposals from both local and international
firms and consortiums.

This call aims to gather proposals with innovative ideas
and plans to move forward with the long-awaited high-
speed rail project connecting Kuala Lumpur and
Singapore. On Thursday, July 13th, Malaysian
Transport Minister Anthony Loke confirmed that
multiple companies have shown their interest in the
KL-SG HSR project. Dato’ Sri Haji Fauzi Bin Abdul
Rahman, who serves as the Chairman of MyHSR Corp.,
emphasized that the KL-SG HSR project would serve to
enhance and broaden economic dynamism, extending
from the Klang Valley to the Southern Corridor of the
Malaysian peninsula. Ultimately, the project is
expected to bring significant benefits to the entire
nation.

KL-SG HSR project, spanning around 350 kilometers,
was initially signed between Malaysia and Singapore in
December 2016. The project aimed to significantly
reduce travel time between Singapore and Kuala
Lumpur to approximately 90 minutes. On January 1,
2021, KL-SG HSR project was ultimately discontinued.
In the wake of the project's termination, Malaysia
provided over S$102 million in compensation to
Singapore. [TOC]

South Korea-Japan: Yoon asks Kishida to
include South Korean experts in
monitoring Fukushima discharge

(cx) On July 12, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
requested that Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
involve South Korean experts in monitoring the
planned release of treated radioactive water from the
Fukushima nuclear power plant.
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In light of protests in South Korea against the release,
Yoon asked Kishida to stop the discharge if the
concentration of radioactive materials exceeded
standard levels. Kishida agreed to halt the release
should radiation levels surpass the limit and pledged
to share the results of Japan’s monitoring conducted
under the International Atomic Energy Agency’s
review.

The leaders also discussed North Korea's recent
ballistic missile launch and the need to strengthen
trilateral security cooperation with the United States
through a three-way summit. They also agreed to
resume bilateral economic consultations and explore
opportunities for collaboration. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Lithuania: Embassy to be
opened in Lithuania

(cx) South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol met with
Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda on the sidelines
of last week’s NATO summit in Vilnius, Lithuania.

Yoon formally announced that South Korea will open
an embassy in Vilnius to strengthen bilateral relations.
Nauseda expressed his hope for increased
cooperation through permanent missions to each
other's country. [The Korean Herald]

South Korea-Poland: Deepening
cooperation in trade and reconstruction
projects in Ukraine

(cx) South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol arrived in
Poland on July 12 for a three-day official visit focused
on reaffirming the two countries’ strategic partnership
and deepening cooperation in strategic sectors such as
bilateral arms trade, nuclear energy development and
Ukrainian reconstruction projects.

At the end of the summit, Yoon and Polish President
Andrzej Duda signed a total of 33 memorandums of
understanding (MOU) to promote bilateral trade,
expand infrastructure cooperation and strengthen
cooperation in Ukraine. These MOUs aim to facilitate
collaboration between South Korean and Polish
businesses in those sectors.

Additionally, Yoon and Duda jointly affirmed their
commitment to assist in restoring peace in Ukraine
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and halting North Korea’s nuclear and missile
development. [Yonhap1] [Yonhap2] [Yonhap 3]

South Korea imposes new sanctions on
North Korea following Hwasong-18 ICBM
launch

(cx) On July 14, South Korea announced unilateral
sanctions against three North Korean entities and four
individuals after the UN Security Council failed to reach
a consensus on condemning North Korea's recent
launch of the Hwasong-18 intercontinental ballistic
missile.

The three North Korean entities targeted by the
sanctions include Korea Paekho Trading Corporation,
Congo Aconde SARL, and Chilsong Trading
Corporation. They have been sanctioned for their illicit
commercial activities ranging from trading restricted
machinery or luxury goods to generating funds for the
North Korean government by conducting art and
construction projects on behalf of Middle Eastern and
African governments.

Of the four individuals sanctioned by South Korea, two
include high-ranking officials involved in North Korea's
nuclear weapons and missile programs, namely, Jong
Kyong-thaek, the director of the General Political
Bureau of the Korean People's Army, and Pak Kwang-
ho, the former director of the Propaganda and
Agitation Department of the ruling Workers' Party of
Korea. The other two individuals targeted by sanctions
are Hwang Kil-su and Pak Hwa-song. Both are
associated with Korea Paekho Trading Corporation and
Congo Aconde SARL.

This latest round of sanctions marks the tenth time
that South Korea has levied unilateral measures on
North Korean since President Yoon Suk Yeol took
office. Currently, 49 individuals and 50 organizations
have been sanctioned due to their involvement in
support of North Korea's nuclear and missile
programs.

The South Korean Foreign Ministry stated that their
sanctions reaffirm their commitment to hold North
Korea accountable for its actions and strengthen
cooperation with the international community through
an expanding sanctions network. [The Korea Herald]
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South Korea-Ukraine: Yoon pledges aid
during surprise visit

(cx) South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol made an
unannounced visit to Kyiv on July 15. The visit came at
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's invitation
as a summit was deemed necessary to discuss the
details of South Korea's participation in Ukraine’s
reconstruction effort.

Following the summit with Zelenskyy, Yoon pledged to
provide a comprehensive package of security,
humanitarian and reconstruction aid, dubbed the
"Ukraine Peace and Solidarity Initiative." This aid
package will include military supplies such as mine
detectors and demining equipment as well as USD 150
million worth of humanitarian aid, an increase of USD
50 million from last year’s aid package.

Yoon reiterated South Korea's plan to work with the
World Bank to provide new financial support to ensure
the financial stability of the Ukrainian government.

The two leaders also agreed to expand cooperation
between their governments and businesses to support
bilateral infrastructure and construction projects using
a USD 100 million fund set aside by South Korea.

Lastly, the two countries also pledged to establish
education programs in Ukraine, rebuild educational
facilities, and create the Yoon Suk Yeol-Zelenskyy
scholarship program to support Ukrainian students in
South Korea. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2] [Yonhap 3] [The
Korea Herald]

Sri Lanka, Australia trade, investment ties
set to be strengthened following talks

(If) High level meetings between Australia and Sri
Lanka took place at the ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Colombo on July 15. The talks, which were part of the

4t Round of Foreign Office Bilateral Consultations,
Second Strategic Maritime Dialogue and Third joint
Trade and Investment Committee, covered a range of
bilateral matters between the two countries, mostly
entering on trade, investment and geographical
considerations.

The meetings were attended by Australia’s First
Assistant secretary of the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT) Gary Cowan as well as
Additional Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Sri Lanka Shankar Dissanayake. Matters related to
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agriculture, defense, cyber security and the education
sector were discussed as both nations agreed to
strengthen trade and investment ties through further
discussions and eventual legislation.

Both countries also agreed to work together to
strengthen regional harmony through the Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IORA), an organization of 23
member states who each border the Indian Ocean.
[Mena FN] [Sri Lanka Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

This meeting in Colombo follows a trip undertaken by
Sri Lankan Tourism Minister Hardin Fernando, along
with a delegation of businesspeople and sportsmen, to
Australia to promote tourism within his nation.
Discussions were held with Australia’s flag-carrier
airline Qantas, along with online airfare booking
resource Flight Centre, aimed at creating partnerships
to encourage Australians to travel to Sri Lanka for
sporting events like cricket matches and for holidays.
[Daily FT]

Paraguay President-elect visits Taiwan,
promises closer cooperation

(ed) The President-elect of Paraguay Santiago Pefia
promised continued cooperation with Taiwan during
his visit to the country, made to coincide with the 66th
anniversary of diplomatic ties between the two
countries.

Paraguay is one of 13 countries that continue to
officially recognize Taiwan as a country. In Paraguay’s
latest presidential election, Pefia won over Efrain
Alegre, who campaigned to switch diplomatic
allegiance to China. The government has faced
increased pressure from beef and soy producers in
recent years to forge economic links with China.

Going against the trend of more states withdrawing
official recognition from Taiwan, Paraguay's future
president pledged for continued cooperation and
investment, thanking Taiwan for helping with
Paraguay's economic development. Meeting with Pefia,
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen promised to stand
with Paraguay on the frontlines of democracy and
global stability. [AP News] [Santiago Pefia, Twitter]
[Taipei Times]

United States Congress advances
legislation on cooperation with Taiwan
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(ed) Two bills advanced through congress this week
that would strengthen the United States’ relationship
with Taiwan.

On July 13, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
approved the Taiwan Tax Agreement Act, which seeks
to address problems of double taxation experienced in
trade and investment between the two countries by
negotiating a new tax agreement.

If approved by the Senate, it will “promote increased
bilateral investment ... fortify the relationship between
[Taiwan and the US] and encourage other nations to
increase their economic linkages to Taiwan”, according
to the bill itself. [Taipei Times 1]

On July 14, the Republican-controlled House of
Representatives approved a bill which sets out the
annual spending of the defense department for 2024.
The National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
included provisions to bolster coordination between
the Taiwanese and US militaries, while also addressing
the backlog in arms deliveries to Taiwan. A top US
general also emphasized the need for the provision of
arms and defense equipment to Taiwan to be
accelerated this week. [Taiwan News]

The head of the House of Representatives Armed
Services Committee, who met with Taiwanese
President Tsai-Ing wen last month, stated that the bill
was “laser-focused on countering China”. The bill
incorporates recommendations proposed by a
congressional committee on China, which seeks to
enhance Taiwan's deterrence capabilities.

However, the bill is unlikely to pass through the
Democrat-controlled Senate due to controversial
amendments on social issues included within the
House bill. The Senate traditionally proposes its own
bill before a reconciliation between the two chambers.
[BBC News] [Taipei Times 2]

Taiwan's old Hawk missiles being sent to
Ukraine through the US

(ed) According to sources, the US will repurchase
Taiwan's decommissioned Hawk missile system and
send it to Ukraine as part of a military aid package.

Taiwan decommissioned the US-made Hawk missiles
in June, which will be replaced with a locally produced
system. The defense ministry stated that the missiles
had been disposed of according to regulations.
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However, sources suggest that there was a high-level
agreement between Taiwan and the US to repurchase
the decommissioned missiles and send them to
Ukraine to help combat against small Russian drones
and low-altitude fighters. The missiles will be provided
as part of a USD 2.1 billion package, which also
includes Patriot missiles and Puma drones.

According to current regulations in Taiwan, surplus
military equipment cannot be sold, except for in
special circumstances with approval by the defense
ministry. [China Times, in Chinese]

Taiwan condemns Chinese “smear
campaign” against Taiwanese
international organizations

(ed) Taiwan's foreign ministry released a statement on
July 14 condemning the Chinese government's “smear
campaign” against two Taiwanese international
organizations, the Taiwan International Development
and Cooperation Fund (TaiwanICDF) and the Taiwan
Foundation for Democracy.

The TaiwanICDF aims to promote economic, social and
human development with partner nations and provide
humanitarian assistance to areas affected by crisis. The
Taiwan Foundation for Democracy promotes
democracy around Asia and the rest of the world.

Taiwan's foreign ministry accused China of running a
smear campaign against these two organizations.
Moreover, the foreign ministry accused China of
coercing Taiwanese organizations and individuals to
accede to Beijing's political demands. Also contained
within the statement, the foreign ministry denounced
China’s new anti-espionage law as authoritarian and
“malevolent”, and criticized economically coercive
policies enacted on countries like Australia and
Lithuania. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs Republic of China
(Taiwan)]

China increases military activity around
Taiwan during annual training exercises

(ed) China stepped up its military activity around
Taiwan last week, as Taiwan carries out its annual Han
Kuang training exercises (see article in this edition).

OnJuly 15, Taiwan's defense ministry tracked a record
high number of Chinese military seacraft in one day.
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Taiwan counted 16 Chinese navy vessels and 15
military aircraft. This surpasses the previous highest
record of 14 Chinese navy vessels, which occurred
during US Speaker Nancy Pelosi's visit to Taiwan in
August last year. [Taiwan News]

Over three days from July 14, Taiwan's defense
ministry tracked 73 Chinese aircraft crossing the
median line of the Taiwan Strait, the informal
boundary between China and Taiwan. [CNN]

A senior Taiwanese security official described the
Chinese incursions as “psychological warfare” intended
to make the Taiwanese lose confidence in their own
defenses. China has intensified such gray zone tactics
in the wake of Taiwan’s own annual defense drills,
many of which simulate a Chinese invasion. [Reuters]

Thai foreign minister holds meeting with
Aung San Suu Kyi, signal engagement
efforts

(ws) Thai Foreign Minister Don Pramudwinai recently
disclosed that he held a meeting with Aung San Suu
Kyi, the ousted leader of Myanmar. This marks Suu
Kyi's first known encounter with a foreign envoy since
her detention following the military coup in 2021.

Thai Foreign Minister Don, who had previously invited
ASEAN counterparts to a meeting to engage with
Myanmar's isolated military rulers (with most
abstaining), emphasized that his meeting with Suu Kyi
aligns with the ASEAN peace plan. He also mentioned
that Suu Kyi expressed support for dialogue during
their meeting. Minister Don's statement came amidst
divisions within the ASEAN bloc regarding how and
whether to re-engage with the military junta. [Bangkok
Post]

Additionally, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand
publicized a post featuring Minister Don alongside
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, another post
with Wang Yi, Member of the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee
and Director of the Office of the Foreign Affairs
Commission of the CPC Central Committee, and also a
post with Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Minister of
External Affairs of India. These meetings involved
discussions on the situations in the Asia-Pacific region,
Ukraine, and Myanmar. [MFA Thailand Facebook 1]
[MFA Thailand] [MFA Thailand Facebook 2]
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Thai and Chinese police strengthen
cooperation to tackle Chinese criminals
fleeing to Thailand

(ws) Thai and Chinese law enforcement authorities
have decided to enhance their collaboration in
addressing cases involving Chinese criminal suspects
who escape to Thailand to evade arrest in China.

Thailand's Immigration Bureau (IB) officials, led by Pol.
Lt. Gen Pakpoompipat Sajjapan, recently visited China
to discuss agenda related to international crimes
committed by Chinese nationals. Both sides exchanged
reports on Chinese criminals to improve cooperation
and prevent them from seeking refuge in Thailand to
commit further criminal activities.

The discussions resulted in an agreement to share
information regarding arrest warrants for Chinese
suspects who may attempt to flee to Thailand or have
any connections with the country.

Thailand, China begins series of joint
military exercises with Operation Falcon
Strike

(aj) Thailand and China opened a series of three-month
joint military exercises with Operation Falcon Strike,
involving their respective air forces in the northeastern
Thai province of Udon Thani. According to a military
source, the exercises will run from early July to early
September, involving all three major branches of Royal
Thai Armed Forces (RTARF) and the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA).

On the Thai side, only the fighter jet models of the
Swiss Gripen 39 C/D, French-German Alpha Jets, and
the Swedish Saab 340 AEW fighters will participate in
the aerial war games with Chinese J-10C/S, JH-7 A/All, J-
11B/S and KJ-500 fighters. Per its agreement with the
US, Thailand is not permitted to use its F-16 and F-5
fighter jets in joint military exercises with China, which
has long been a security concern of the US, and widely
cited by analysts as a reason for US hesitancy in
granting Thailand’s bid for its F-35s.

In mid-August to early September, exercises involving
the armies of both countries will commence in the
central province of Lop Buri, while at the end of
August, Thailand and China plan to conduct naval
exercises with their amphibious assault ships in the
coastal Chon Buri province.



Since 2014, China has taken the spot from the US as
Thailand's primary armaments supplier, which was
largely encouraged by caretaker Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-ocha, who spearheaded the 2014 military coup
and sought a deepening of military and economic ties
with China.

It is worth noting, amid US-China simmering tensions,
that the Thai-Chinese war games take place against a
backdrop of renewed post-pandemic interest in
military exercises, involving the US and China with their
allies and partners, across the Indo-Pacific. [Bangkok
Post] [The EurAsian Times]

Spanish ambassador to Timor-Leste
explores bilateral ties with deputy prime
minister

(nk) Spain's Ambassador to Timor-Leste and Indonesia,
Francisco Aguilera, held a meeting with Deputy Prime
Minister Francisco Kalbuadi Lay to strengthen bilateral
relations between the two countries. Discussions
focused on key areas such as the environment and
tourism.

The conversation also aimed to understand the
priorities of the new government led by Prime Minister
Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao, fostering future
collaboration between the two countries. It marked the
ambassador's third visit to Timor-Leste since
presenting his credentials last year, highlighting Spain's
ongoing interest in strengthening relations with Timor-
Leste. [TATOLI]

Delegation of Communist Party of
Vietnam visits China

(km/Im) A Communist Party of Vietnam delegation led
by Politburo member Nguyen Xuan Thanh completed a
working visit to Beijing at the invitation of the Central
Committee of China’s Communist Party (CPC). During
talks and meetings, both sides spoke highly of new
positive developments in the relations between the
two Communist Parties and countries over the past
years.

Thang, who is also President of the Ho Chi Minh
National Academy of Politics and Chairman of the
Central Theory Council, on July 10 paid a courtesy call
to Cai Qi, member of the Politburo Standing
Committee, Secretary of the CPC Central Committee’s
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Secretariat and Director of the General Office of the
CPC Central Committee. The Vietnamese top official
also held talks with Li Shulei, Politburo member,
Secretary of the CPC Central Committee’s Secretariat
and head of the Publicity Department of the CPC
Central Committee. [VietnamPlus]

Vice Chairman, Chairwomen of Laos’
National Assembly meet in Vietham

(km) The Permanent Vice Chairman of Vietnam’s
National Assembly, Tran Thanh Man, has met with Lao
National Assembly Vice Chairwomen and Chairwomen
of Vietnam-Lao Friendship Parliamentarians group
Sounthone Xayachack in the southern province of Kien
Giang on July 10.

During the meeting, it was discussed that the
Vietnamese National Assembly (NA) is actively
collaborating with the Lao NA to provide training
courses for Lao NA deputies and Vietnamese language
classes for the Lao NA's Secretariat. The two
legislatures are also promoting working visits,
exchanges at the committee level, and cooperation at
global and regional inter-parliamentary forums.

The Vietnamese NA expressed its readiness to share its
experience in law building, supervision, and decision-
making with the Lao NA, as well as to assist in
organizing the upcoming Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam
National Assemblies Summit and assuming the role of
ASEAN Chair and AIPA Chair in 2024. Both sides also
discussed the sharing of experience in the operation
and maintenance of the Lao NA building to ensure its
effectiveness and smooth functioning. [VietnamPlus]

Vietnam'’s Prime Minister meets with
member of Japan'’s ruling party in Hanoi

(km/Im) Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh on
July 10 met with Koichi Hagiuda, the Chairman of the
Policy Research Council of Japan’s Liberal Democratic
Party, for talks that sought to explore ways to
strengthen cooperation between the two countries.
This was Hagiuda's fourth visit to Vietnam. [The Japan
News]

During the meeting, Prime Minister Chinh proposed to
further enhance the extensive strategic partnership
between Vietnam and Japan. Vietnam sought Japan's
support in achieving its development s, including
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through the supply of new-generation ODA for
infrastructure and human resources training.

Japan expressed its commitment to assisting Vietnam
in various areas, such as trade, investment, ODA,
human resources training, digital transformation, and
green growth. They also supported Vietnam's stance
on regional and global issues, including the East Sea
dispute and the importance of navigation freedom and
peaceful settlement of disputes. [VietnamPlus]

Vietnamese Prime Minister meets with
visiting Governor of United States state
Nebraska

(km/Im) Vietnam’s Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh on
July 13 met with Jim Pillen, the Govenor of the United
States state Nebraska, in Hanoi. [ViethamPlus]

Chinh expressed appreciation for Governor Pillen's
choice of Vietnam for his first overseas trip as
Governor of Nebraska and affirmed Vietnam's view of
Washington as a crucial partner, aiming to strengthen
their comprehensive bilateral partnership.

The two sides also agreed to enhance collaboration in
various areas, including economy, trade, investment,
education, science, technology, finance, climate change
response, and the integration of the Viethamese
community in Nebraska.

Governor Pillen recognized Vietnam's growth rate and
expressed Nebraska's desire to expand relations,
particularly in agriculture, education, and technology.
He also commended Vietnam's efforts in climate
change response and expressed Nebraska's
willingness to cooperate in this area.

Australian retiree accused of terrorism
freed from Vietnamese prison

(km/Im) An Australian-Vietnamese national has
returned to Sydney after being released from prison in
Vietnam, where he was serving 12 years on terrorism
charges for being a member of Viet Tan, a United
States-based organization that the Vietnamese
government lists as a ‘terrorist group”. Acting
Australian Prime Minister Richard Marles said Chau
Van Kham was released on humanitarian grounds and
“in the spirit of friendship” between Australia and
Vietnam. [Laotian Times] [AP News] [CNN]
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Amnesty International Australia considered Kham as “a
prisoner of conscience” detained for his peaceful
political belief.

Announcements

Upcoming online events

20 july 2023 @ 11.30 A.M. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Charting Italy’'s diplomatic course

Italy’s recent foreign policy decisions have reflected the
new government’s dynamic and resurgent approach to
its global engagement. Italy is reassessing its Belt and
Road Memorandum with China, having been the only
Group of Seven country to join the initiative; organized
ongoing discussions with Tunisia to help unlock
International Monetary Fund loans for the country and
jointly address the migration influx from North Africa;
and announced a new energy cooperation initiative—
the so-called “Mattei Plan"—to establish Italy as a
central energy hub distributing North African and
Mediterranean gas to Europe.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

20 July 2023 @ 11.30 A.M. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Leadership insights: An executive discussion with
Tim Holt

This event is focused on navigating a complex energy
transition strategy and global sustainability agenda,
the role of private industry has proven to be integral to
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the development and implementation of low-carbon
and renewable energy technologies. Moving forward,
the expansion of transmission lines and manufacturing
capacity alongside the deployment of clean energy
technologies is a foundational aspect of the energy
transition. This discussion will highlight the key facets
of the energy transition, supply chain mechanisms,

and the role of government in accelerating the energy
transition and decarbonization efforts.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

19 July 2023 @ 2:00 a.m. - 2.30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Lessons in Leadership and Risk with Admiral Sandy
Winnefeld

This event will discuss on biography of Admiral
Winnefeld graduated from the Georgia Institute of
Technology with a degree in aerospace engineering
and served for 37 years in the United States Navy. He
instructed at the Navy Fighter Weapons School, also
known as Topgun, and served as senior aide-de-camp
to General Colin L. Powell.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

19 July 2023 @ 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. (GMT+10), Australian
Institute of International Affairs (AllA), Australia

CommunicAsian: How Asia's Rise Is Shaping the
Future of Communications, and How to Plan for It

The rise of Asia has changed the world, now shaped by
greater global connectivity, geopolitics and shifting
spheres of influence. The 21st Century has already
gained its de facto trademark, the "Asian Century". It
demands a new and future-ready approach to
communications planning and implementation.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

19 July 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Building Lebanon's Sovereignty and the State
This event will present a comprehensive white paper

on Lebanon covering three key areas: political
development, the reconstruction of its economy, and
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the role of the United States and the international
community in supporting Lebanon.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

19 July 2023 @ 2.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Colombia’s Frontline Environmental Defenders:
Afro-Colombians and the Pacific Coast

With its exceptional biodiversity and unique
ecosystems, Colombia holds significant importance for
conservation. Within the country, the unique
perspective and historical ties to the natural
environment make Afro-Colombians leaders in land
stewardship, forest conservation, community-based
conservation, and traditional knowledge. As global
efforts to protect biodiversity and address the climate
and biodiversity crises, meaningful engagement with
Indigenous and marginalized communities

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

19 July 2023 @ 3.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

Reforming the Multilateral Development Banks for
Global Structural Challenges in a Post-Pandemic
World

At a time of weakened multilateral cooperation and
geopolitical competition, strategic efforts to define new
resources and collaborative frameworks to address
these global challenges has become critically important
for multilateral development banks (MDBs) and
sources of private capital. Please join the Wilson
Center's Latin America Program, Asia Program, and
Wahba Institute for Strategic Competition for a
discussion on global structural challenges and the role
of multilateral finance and investment.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

20 July 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 10.00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

A U.S. Mineral Strategy for Global Energy
Transition
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This event will discuss Mineral Strategy for Global
Energy Transition. Cullen Hendrix (PIIE) and Abigail
Wulf (SAFE) will then join Jane Nakano (CSIS Energy
Security & Climate Change Program) to discuss
challenges in supply disruption risk-assessment, the
role of commodity markets, and existing U.S. efforts to
secure critical minerals.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

20 July 2023 @ 10.00 a.m. - 10.45 a.m. (GMT-4),
Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS),
USA

The Department of Justice's Implementation of the
Biden Administration's National Cybersecurity
Strategy

The Department of Justice has taken active steps
towards implementing critical pieces of the Biden
Administration's National Cybersecurity Strategy. Join
CSIS for a policy speech on the Department of Justice
Criminal Division's approach to cybersecurity with
Assistant Attorney General Kenneth A. Polite, Jr.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

20 july 2023 @ 12.00 - 12.45 p.m. (GMT+10),
Australian Institute of International Affairs (AllA),
Australia

Renewing America’'s Compacts in the Pacific: A
Conversation with Ambassador Joseph Y. Yun

For nearly forty years, the United States has enjoyed
exclusive security agreements with three Pacific Island
nations, collectively known as the Freely Associated
States. These agreements must be renewed this year—
and the clock is ticking before two of the three
agreements expire this September. With China
increasing its malign influence operations and
infringing on Pacific nations’ sovereignty, Congress
must not let this once-every-two-decades opportunity
slip away by passing and funding the Compact of Free
Association (COFA) agreements.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

20 July 2023 @ 10.00 - 11.30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore
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China’s Rise as a Norm Entrepreneur and
Implications for Southeast Asia

This webinar will unpack the Chinese characteristics
inherent in the GDI, GSI and GCI, how they
complement and reinforce each other, their corrosive
effect to the liberal international order, their traction in
the Global South, and the implications for Southeast
Asian countries.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

20 July 2023 @ 10.00 - 11.30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

How Artificial Intelligence will influence
Indonesia’s 2024 Elections

This webinar wants to discuss how Al has been used in
political campaigns in previous elections and how it
affects the narrative, thus voters and the media
opinion. It will also discuss what the government
should do to mitigate Al's unintended consequences, in
spreading false information and increasing political
polarisation.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

Recent and upcoming book releases

Joya Chatterji, Shadows at Noon: The South Asian
Twentieth Century, Yale University Press, 864 pages, to
be released November 21, 2023. Visit [The Guardian]
for a review.

Gorky Chakraborty, and Supurna Banerjee,
Negotiating Borders and Borderlands: The Indian
Experience, Orient Blackswan, 388 pages, published 1
March 2023. The book is reviewed in [Asian Review of
Books].

Wei Yu Wayne Tan, Blind in Early Modern Japan:
Disability, Medicine, and Identity, University of
Michigan Press, 266 pages, published September 6,
2022. For a review, see [LSE].

Calls

The University of Miinster invites paper proposals for
its First International Conference on Critical South
Asian Death Studies to be held on April 18-20, 2024.
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Abstract submission deadline is October 15, 2023. For
more information, see [University of Munster].

The European Society of International Law (ESIL)
invites paper proposals for its Research Forum on
Revisiting Interactions between Legal Orders, to be
held on April 18-19, 2024, in Nicosia. Abstract
submission deadline is September 30, 2023. For more
information, see [ESIL].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Finance Associate to be based in New
York, United States. Applications are accepted until July
23, 2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Logistic Assistant to be based in
Bogota, Colombia. Applications are accepted until July
24, 2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Associate to be based in
Brasilia, Brazil. Applications are accepted until July 21,
2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Intern to be based in Colombo, Sri
Lanka. Applications are accepted until July 14, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Communication Assistant to be
based in Asuncion, Paraguay. Applications are
accepted until July 21, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNDP].
The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Senior
Programme Associate to be based in Gambia.
Applications are accepted until July 22, 2023. More
information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an IT
Assistant to be based in Gambia. Applications are
accepted until July 22, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Human
Resources Assistant to be based in Luanda, Angola.
Applications are accepted until July 22, 2023. More
information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Business
Support Assistant to be based in Benguela, Angola.
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Applications are accepted until July 22, 2023. More
information is provided as [WFEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Logistics
Assistant to be based in Angola. Applications are
accepted until July 22, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Lead Consultant, to be based in New York, United
States and remote work. Applications are accepted
until July 21, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a consultant, to be based in Montenegro. Applications
are accepted until July 20, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Administrative Associate, to be based in Brussels,
Belgium. Applications are accepted until July 21, 2023.

More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Intern, to be based in Valencia, Spain and remote
work. Applications are accepted until July 23, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Administrative Assistant, to be based in Buenos
Aires, Argentina. Applications are accepted until July
25, 2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Consultant, to be based in Maputo, Mozambique.
Applications are accepted until July 17, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an
Advisor, to be based in Washington DC, United States.
Applications are accepted until July 28, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Project Manager, to be based in Abidjan, lvory Coast.
Applications are accepted until July 21, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Communications Officer, to be based in Copenhagen,
Denmark). Applications are accepted until July 28,
2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a HR
Associate, to be based in Istanbul, Turkey.
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Applications are accepted until August 4, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Assistant to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until August 5, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Intern to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until August 25, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Executive Associate to be based in Baghdad, Iraq.
Applications are accepted until July 21, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Protection Officer to be based in Baghdad, Iraqg.
Applications are accepted until July 20, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Logistic Officer to be based in Abyei, Sudan.
Applications are accepted until July 19, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Partnerships Officer, to be based in Kenya and
Jordan. Applications are accepted until September 1,
2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Senior Programme Coordinator, to be based in
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Applications are
accepted until August 7, 2023. More information is
provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Coordinator, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until September 6, 2023.
More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Logistics Coordinator, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until September 6, 2023.
More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Mental Health Program Specialist, to be based in
United States. Applications are accepted until
September 6, 2023. More information is provided as
[IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Internal Auditor, to be based in Rome, Italy.
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Applications are accepted until July 28, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Maintenance Associate, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until July 21, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Office Assistant, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until July 21, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Information Management Assistant, to be based
in Rome, Italy. Applications are accepted until July 21,
2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Programme Specialist, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until October 7, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a HR Expert,
to be based in Ukraine. Applications are accepted until
August 6, 2023. More information is provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Head of HR,
to be based in Central African Republic. Applications
are accepted until August 6, 2023. More information is
provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Nutrition
Coordinator, to be based in Myanmar. Applications
are accepted until August 5, 2023. More information is
provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Sanitary
Technician, to be based in France. Applications are
accepted until August 2, 2023. More information is

provided as [ACF].

The Action contre la Faim (ACF) seeks a Safeguard
Expert, to be based in Maiduguri, Nigeria. Applications
are accepted until August 2, 2023. More information is
provided as [ACF].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Governance
Specialist, to be based in Washington DC, United
States. Applications are accepted until July 31, 2023.
More information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior HR Specialist,
to be based in Washington DC, United States.
Applications are accepted until July 21, 2023. More
information is provided as [WB].
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The World Bank (WB) seeks a Finance, to be based in
Chennai, India. Applications are accepted until July 20,
2023. More information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks an Economist, to be
based in Washington DC, United States. Applications
are accepted until July 24, 2023. More information is
provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Agribusiness
Specialist, to be based in Washington DC, United
States. Applications are accepted until July 31, 2023.
More information is provided as [WB].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Consultant, to be based in Panama Citym
Panama and Peru. Applications are accepted until July
18, 2023. More information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

seeks a Green Fiscal Policy Specialist, to be based in
Panama City, Panama. Applications are accepted until
July 27, 2023. More information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Technical Specialist, to be based in Bogota,
Colombia. Applications are accepted until July 18, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Technical Consultant, to be based in
Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted until July
20, 2023. More information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Food Systems Design Consultant, to be
based in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted
until July 16, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNEP].

Bucknell University's Department of Political
Science in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania is inviting
applications for a tenure-track position in American
Politics. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [Bucknell University].

The John F. Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Harvard Kennedy School].

The Center for the Study of Complex Systems at the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan is
inviting applications for a tenure-track faculty
position in complex systems science. Application
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submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [University of Michigan].

California Workers' Compensation Institute in
Oakland, California is inviting applications for a Vice
President. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [California Workers'
Compensation Institute].

The Department of Public Administration and
International Affairs at Syracuse University's
Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs in
New York, United States is inviting applications for a
Tenure Track Assistant or Associate Professor in
Public Management. Application submission deadline
is not specified. For more details, see [Syracuse
University].

The Department of Political Science, University of
Wisconsin Eau Claire in Eau Claire, Wisconsin is
inviting applications for a tenure-track faculty
position at the rank of Assistant Professor.
Application submission deadline is October 6, 2023.
For more details, see [University of Wisconsin Eau
Claire].

The Dartmouth College in New Hampshire, United
States is inviting applications for a lecturer.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Dartmouth College].

The Spelman College in Georgia, United States is
inviting applications for a lecturer pool. Application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [Spelman College].

The University of Oregon's Department of Political
Science in Oregon, United States is inviting
applications for a tenure-track position of Assistant
Professor in Political Science. Application submission
deadline is October 1, 2023. For more details, see
[University of Oregon].

The Department of Political Science, Texas State
University-San Marcos in Texas, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
Political Science. Application submission deadline is
not specified. For more details, see [Texas State
University-San Marcos].

The Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Florida,
United States is inviting applications for an Adjunct
Faculty. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University].
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The Cognitive and Behavioral Science Department
at Washington and Lee University in Virginia, United
States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor of Cognitive and Behavioral Science.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Washington and Lee University].

The College of the Sequoias in California, United
States is inviting applications for an Adjunct Faculty
Pool. Application submission deadline is not specified.
For more details, see [College of the Sequoias].

The Kern Community College District in California,
United States is inviting applications for an a Political
Science Instructor. Application submission deadline is
not specified. For more details, see [Kern Community
College District].

The Department of Mathematical Sciences at the
University of Indianapolis in Indiana, United States is
inviting applications for an Adjunct Faculty.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [University of Indianapolis].

The University of Missouri School of Law in
Missouri, United States is inviting applications for Trial
Practice Professor of Law. Application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see
[University of Missouri].

The University of Missouri School of Law in
Missouri, United States is inviting applications for an
Associate Teaching Professor or Teaching Professor
of Law. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [University of
Missouri].

The Ball State University in Indiana, United States is
inviting applications for an Assistant Teaching
Professor Political Science. Application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see [Ball
State University].

Guilford Technical Community College in North
Carolina, United States is inviting applications for an
instructor. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [Guilford Technical
Community College].

The Department of Political Science at the
University of Mississippi in Mississippi, United States
is inviting applications for a Visiting Assistant
Professor. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [University of
Mississippi].
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Team:

Amanda Jaroen (aj), Caitlin Celetine Fernandez (ccf), Collin
Xia (cx), Dan Kristian Rivera (kr), Duc Quang Ly (dql),
Edward Green (ed), Guang Yang (gy), Hanzaw Aung (ha),
Kanokphong Visetvoharn, Khin Ohnmar Moe (km),
Lachlan Foster (If), Lucas Meier (Im), Morten Strantzen
(ms), Nath Kusolsong (nk), Muhammad Hussain Amin
(mha), Noor Afrose (na), Tatjana Buehring (tb), Tarazi
Mohammed Sheikh (tms), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus
Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Worrawit
Sirijintana (ws), Yesi Riana Yusnita Sari (ys), Yves Nunticha
Bowonnaowarux (ynb)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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