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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the
Independence Day of Liberia, the Maldives, the
Netherlands, Peru, and Vanuatu this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Foreign Minister Qin Gang removed
from office

(ms) In an emergency meeting of the National People's
Standing Committee (NPCSC) on July 25, it was
announced that Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang,
who was appointed only last December, has been
removed from office with immediate effect, with his
predecessor Wang Yi taking over the position.

In recent weeks, many rumors have circulated about
Qin's fate after he has not made any official
appearances for a month and was absent from various
events including the visit of US treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen and was replaced by Wang in his capacity as
Director of the Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee Foreign Affairs Commission Office at the
ASEAN summit in Indonesia.



The most persistent rumor on the Internet about the
reason for his disappearance from public view is an
alleged affair between Qin and a Chinese reporter
during his time as ambassador to the United States
and a possible illegitimate child.

However, the NPCSC or the Chinese government did
not comment on the rumors, nor did they provide
more details about Qin's current situation.

To what extent the removal of Qin is actually the end
of his political career is still questionable, as Qin kept
his other senior position as State Councilor at least for
the time being. This could be a tactical move of the
Chinese government to avoid new rumors and the
dismissal as State Councilor will follow at a later date,
but this could also be an indication that the stated
health reasons are actually the reason for his
dismissal.

However, regardless of this, it can be assumed that the
issue of Qin and the office of the foreign minister will
remain in discussion in the coming weeks, as Wang is
currently holding both the post of foreign minister and
the post of head of the CCP Foreign Affairs Office, a
very unusual double occupation. [Al Jazeera] [Quartz]
[Taisu Zhang via Twitter]

China: New set of measures to support
private sector fails to meet expectations

(ms) In a joint statement released on July 19, the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) Central Committee
and the State Council presented a 31-point package of
measures to support the private sector, which has yet
to fully recovered from the zero-COVID policy.

While the size of the catalog was a cause for hope,
business representatives were rather disappointed
with the content. The measures were more of a
framework than actual actions. One of the measures,
for example, stated that the private sector should be
more closely involved in consultation on future
measures and support, while another stated that the
private sector should be treated in the same way as
the state sector, without defining what concrete
benefits this would bring. Instead, the country's
business leaders would have liked to see actual
economic support and incentives, which are urgently
needed to regain both the strength of the private
sector and the confidence of the Chinese population in
it.
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Although the first quarter of the year certainly gave
hope for the desired rebouncing of the Chinese
economy after the end of almost three years of zero-
COVID, the second quarter fell well short of
expectations. The official economic figures for July and
thus for the end of the second quarter continued the
downward trend of the previous two months [see AiR
No. 29, July/2023, 3]. The first quarter's economic
growth of 2.2 percent was significantly undercut by

growth of only 0.8 percent, which, assuming no change
in course, puts the target of 5 percent economic
growth for 2023 in jeopardy.

Especially, the private economy is lagging behind the
economic targets, indicating a major problem given the
share this sector plays in the Chinese economy,
accounting for about 60 percent of China's GDP and
about 80 percent of urban jobs. With youth
unemployment continuing to rise, and reaching a new
high of 21.3 percent in June, a healthy private economy
plays a crucial role in absorbing the new labor force
into the workforce. [Bloomberg 1] [Bloomberg 2]
[Global Times]

The National Development and Reform Commission
(NDRC) promised concrete measures on July 20, the
first of which were published on July 24, but they
remained again very general and were only about the
creation of a private investment catalog, which should
give clear recommendations on which projects should
be the target for investment. [Xinhua 1]

Concrete measures have been taken so far only by the
People's Bank of China (PBC), the Chinese central bank.
On three days, the PBC collectively transacted about
the equivalent of USD 6.3 billion of seven-day reverse
repos at an interest rate of 1.9 percent, continuing to
inject funds into the financial system through open
market operations. [Xinhua 2] [Xinhua 3] [Xinhua 4]

In addition, some USD 8 billion worth of shares will
become tradable on Chinese exchanges this week.
[Xinhua 5]

Even though the newly gained funds are a necessary
step to support the country's private economy, the
need for especially large-scale support packages from
the government remains, but these have so far failed
to materialize or live up to expectations.

China: Stronger focus on employment of
youth
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(ms) In view of the record unemployment rate of 21.3
Ministry of Human Resources and Social Security
(MOHRSS) has announced various measures to
improve the employment of college graduates.

At the core of the measures is the strengthening of the
pairing support for college graduates, meaning
personal support in the job search and mediation to
potential employers, especially the long-term
unemployed should benefit from this.

Likewise, the possibility of applying for and accepting
jobs before graduation is to be extended in civil service
positions in state institutions, after the first institutions
have already introduced easier procedures there.
[Global Times]

The extent to which these measures will actually be
enough to combat the country's youth unemployment
rate is doubtful, as the trigger for it is seen primarily in
economic matters and a lack of support in the private
sector (see entry above).

China: First harvest drops in summer in
five years

(ms) According to newly released data from the
National Bureau of Statistics, the summer harvest was
down about 1 percent from last year, marking the first
drop in five years. The decline is fueling fears that a
similar drop is expected for the fall harvest, which
would represent a major setback in Xi's strong focus
on food security [see AR No. 12, March/2023, 3].

The decline is said to have been triggered by persistent
and heavy rains in Hebei, the province responsible for
much of the harvest. The autumn harvest, which
accounts for 75 percent of the year's crop, is
particularly at risk due to the persistent heat across
the country. So far this year, more days with
temperatures above 35 degrees Celsius have been
recorded than in any previous year since official
weather records began in 1961. The Ministry of
Agrarian Culture and Rural Affairs said the autumn
harvest would face an "extremely severe challenge.”

The issue of the harvest also played an important role
at a meeting led by President Xi Jinping in Beijing on
July 20. As a potential solution, the extension of the
cultivation area by "non-traditional farmland" was
suggested, which would mean, for example, saline and
alkaline soils. The extent to which this will bring the
necessary success in the coming years remains to be
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seen, but it is clear that the expansion of agricultural
land is the main tool of the Chinese government to
achieve the goal of 700 million tons of annual grain
output by 2025.

Food security and self-reliance is one of the pillars of
Xi's national security campaign. Especially in the face of
Russia's war of aggression on Ukraine, one of the
world's largest grain producers and exporters, and the
resulting impact on global grain supply as well as grain
export freezes in India in 2022, Xi's focus on China's
food supply increased significantly. [South China
Morning Post 1] [South China Morning Post 2]

China: Former official punished for
corruption makes unusual return

(ms) Liu Shiyu has reportedly taken on a key advisory
role within the People's Bank of China, China's central
bank.

Liu was the former head of the China Securities
Regulatory Commission (CSRC) from 2016 to 2019. In
the wake of Xi's anti-corruption campaign, Liu was
placed under investigation and accused by the Central
Commission of Discipline Inspection (CCDI) of "serious
violation of laws and discipline," a used euphemism for
corruption. Liu pleaded guilty to the charges, turned
himself in, and then disappeared from public view [see
Caixin Globall].

Despite the rather lenient sentence of removal from
office and a two-year probationary period in the party,
his return to an influential office represents a very
unusual step in China's anti-corruption campaign.
When not thrown out of the party and/or given prison
sentences, individuals found guilty are given much
lower-ranking positions or are given a local position in
which they sink into obscurity from the public eye.

Liu's case may show that China is in need of well-
trained and experienced personnel, especially in the
business sector, and therefore is willing to give them a
second chance in the Party if their offenses are not too
severe. [South China Morning Post]

China: Two more officials from China's
football under investigation

(ms) With the start of the investigation against two
more officials, the number of Chinese Football
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Association (CFA) officials under investigation in the
past eight months rises to 13.

The newly implicated officials are Qi Jun, head of the
CFA's strategic planning department, and Tan Hai,
director of the CFA's technical department, China's
General Administration of Sports announced on July
22. Neither the background nor the content of the
allegation was disclosed, but it can be assumed with
reference to the 11 other cases that it is again a case of
corruption. [Global Times] [Reuters]

China: Guangzhou allows "cross-border
internet” for scientific research

(ms) The Chinese city of Guangzhou in southern
Guangdong Province, in cooperation with universities
in Hong Kong and Macau, announced it will allow
mainland students to access the international Internet,
bypassing the country's Great Firewall, for scientific
research.

The Great Firewall has been in place since 1998, cutting
off the Chinese population from content on the
internationally accessible Internet. Also covered are
large parts of international scientific papers and
studies, to which students and large parts of China's
scientists have no access.

Not affected by the firewall, however, are the two
Special Administrated Regions (SARs) Hong Kong and
Macao. Among the plans for stronger networking of
the Greater Bay Area, consisting of the nine cities of
Guangdong with the two SARs, Guangzhou is now to
serve as a pilot program to extend this to the Internet.

The Nansha District in Guangzhou is now building an
alternative cable landing station that will provide
access to the international Internet and thus to "create
a convenient Internet environment for scientific data in
accordance with the law."

The last part of the quote indicates that, as might be
expected, the content accessible to students and
scientists will nevertheless be strictly regulated. [South
China Morning Post]

China: New public official job to support
countries veterans

(ms) The Chinese Ministry of Veteran Affairs has
selected six test regions where the first public officials
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will be trained and deployed in a pilot program to help
veterans find jobs and improve their quality of life.

The introduction of such a profession is part of a
campaign of the Chinese government aimed at better
supporting former military personnel.

Backdrop of the campaign are protests in 2016 and
2017, mainly by veterans of the Vietnam War, who
complained about poor pension benefits, poor
treatment and lack of appreciation from the Chinese
government. In response, the Ministry of Veteran
Affairs was created in 2018 and is now leading the pilot
program.

Former military personnel are still relevant to China's
government; in addition to veterans of retirement age,
former soldiers make up a critical portion of the
Chinese military's manpower that would return to
active duty in the event of war. With reference to the
tense global situation, better support was separately
urged in the last five-year plan until 2025. [South China
Morning Post]

China: New national security chief
appointed in Hong Kong

(ms) Dong Jingwei was unveiled by the Chinese
government on July 18 as the new national security
chief in Hong Kong and has already been welcomed by
Hong Kong's Chief Executive.

Dong's responsibilities for maintaining security on
behalf of the Chinese government include overseeing
the implementation of the National Security Law as
well as taking charge of the Chinese security officials
stationed in Hong Kong.

Dong takes on the role after previously serving as vice
minister for state security. Also based on his previous
appointment, it is believed that under Dong the police
and other security agencies in the city will be further
expanded. [Global Times] [Hong Kong Free Press]
[South China Morning Post]

China: New rocket engine for planned
moon mission passes first tests

(ms) According to reports from various state news
channels, a new rocket engine has successfully
completed trial tests.
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The engine is designed as the main propulsion system
of the new Long March-10 from the China Aerospace
Science and Technology Corporation (CASC), which will
be the new carrier rocket for a manned moon mission
until 2030.

In late May, the China Manned Space Agency
announced its plans that before 2030 China planned to
add a fourth module to its own Tlangong space station
as well as land Chinese taikonauts on the moon.

The new rocket propulsion and the first successful
tests are supposed to be the key for the achievement
of the plans. The new engine with an allegedly thrust of
130 tons is said to surpass the currently used engine of
the Long March Ten with 120 tons by 10 tons, which
makes the transport of heavier cargo possible.

The potential target of the moon mission could be the
south pole of the moon, a region which is also
considered by the US NASA as an attractive target.
[Global Times] [People's Daily Online] [Space]

Japan: Prime Minister eyeing to change
LDP secretary-general in cabinet
reshuffle

(ed) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida is likely to initiate a
cabinet reshuffle in September, according to
observers.

Kishida's party, the ruling Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP), currently has Toshimitsu Motegi as its secretary-
general. The Prime Minister will likely use the end of
Motegi's term in September as an opportunity to
reshuffle the Cabinet.

Motegi leads the third largest faction within the LDP,
while Kishida leads the fourth largest faction and With
LDP Vice President Taro Aso the second largest faction.
The three figures coordinate to lead LDP policy.

The Prime Minister, who is facing falling approval
ratings, may promote Motegi to a more important post
to create a fresh-faced government and improve
polling. However, many within the LDP believe the
Prime Minister would gain little by changing the
secretary-general. [Asahi Shimbun]

Japan: Inflation remains above central
bank target, but likely to slow in coming
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months

(ed) Data released this week showed that consumer
inflation in Japan increased in the month of June to 3.3
percent, outstripping the 2 percent target of the Bank
of Japan (BO)).

The increase in core inflation from last month's figure
of 3.2 percent is likely due to a hike in the price of
utility bills. However, analysts suggested that
commodity-driven price pressures may have peaked,
citing slowing inflation in key goods like fresh food and
fuel.

Persistent inflation has driven speculation that the BO)
may phase out its policy of negative interest rates and
monetary stimulus, which critics argue contribute to
inflation. The recent inflation figures has encouraged
the BOJ to maintain this policy of stimulus for the time
being. [Financial Times] [Reuters]

Japan: Crime rises in first half of 2023 as
Covid restrictions ease

(ed) According to police data, the number of crimes
recorded in Japan in the first half of 2023 rose 21.1
percent in comparison to the first half of 2022.

The figure represents Japan'’s first rise in the crime rate
for 20 years. The increase has been attributed to the
easing of COVID-19 restrictions, which encouraged
more street crime and burglaries.

The increase in robberies rose 23.8 percent from the
previous year, which makes up three quarters of the
total increase in crime. Heinous crimes rose 16.5
percent, while street crimes rose 29.7 percent. Many
criminals are suspected of being recruited online to
commit crimes for money. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Education ministry allocates
funding to promote science and
engineering

(ed) Japan's education ministry has announced it will
allocate approximately JPY 300 billion (USD 2.14 billion)
to promote the study of science and engineering in
higher education.

The increased funding comes as the government
wishes to increase the proportion of Japanese students
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studying science from its current figure of 35 percent
to 50 percent. Japan currently lags behind its peers in
this regard, with the proportion being 38 percent in the
United States and 45 percent in the UK.

The government will award funding to institutions
making changes to promote the study of science and
engineering. This includes primarily arts-oriented
schools establishing their first science departments, or
institutions expanding their STEM curricula. The
government will also expand funding for students from
low-income or middle-income backgrounds in 2024.
[Kyodo News]

Japan: Man deemed eligible for
compensation after boss outed him as

gay

(ed) A labor office in Tokyo has deemed that a man is
eligible for workplace compensation after his boss
disclosed his sexual orientation without consent. The
decision is likely the first of its kind in classing an
outing as a work-related injury worthy of
compensation.

The labor office justified the decision by describing the
outing as an abuse of power, which caused significant
psychological distress to the victim. The outed man
had to quit his job and contemplated suicide after
being ignored by a female colleague who had found
out he was gay from his boss.

The former employee was offered a settlement by the
company after he joined a labor union and pressed his
claim. Instead, he attempted to get the outing to be
classed as a work-related injury. [Kyodo News]

Japan: Air raid shelters to be built on
island in southern Okinawa Prefecture

(ed) Japanese authorities are planning to build air raid
shelters on Miyako Island in Okinawa Prefecture amid
growing concern of a potential conflict in the Taiwan
Strait.

The chief cabinet secretary reportedly visited Okinawa
Prefecture on July 22 to discuss plans of evacuation in
the event of a conflict. Authorities are also reportedly
gathering experts to create guidelines for air defense
shelter construction to be in place by the end of the
year.
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The government of Miyako city recently asked the
central government for funding to convert a gym
basement into an air raid shelter which could hold
4,500 people in the event of an emergency in nearby
Taiwan. The mayor of the nearby Ishigaki Island also
hopes for funding to expand the island’s quays and
runways to facilitate an evacuation of the island.

The central government is still considering the amount
of funding provided for the project. According to
Japan's recently revised National Security Strategy, the
country must strengthen its civil protection system,
especially in the southern chain of islands near Taiwan.
[Taipei Times] [Yomiuri Shimbun]

Japan: Seafood industry hit by
international backlash over Fukushima
water release

(ed) Japan's seafood industry is facing headwinds after
China began imposing tightened restrictions on
Japanese products amid the planned release of treated
radioactive wastewater from the Fukushima nuclear
power plant.

China imposed a ban on food imports from Fukushima
Prefecture and nine surrounding prefectures after the
nuclear disaster in 2011. However, authorities in China
have now ramped up inspections of imports from
Japan to “protect customer safety”, which has led to
Japanese seafood to be held up at ports throughout
China for a period of two to four weeks.

Seafood exports to China last year totaled JPY 87.1
billion, representing the international largest
destination for Japanese seafood. The restrictions in
China risk a collapse of the largest international market
for Japanese seafood.

Although the Japanese government and other
international bodies insist the water release from
Fukushima is safe, China has maintained and
increased its restrictions on Japanese imports. Russia
has also increased its supervision of imported
Japanese fish. [See AR, No. 28, July/2023, 2]

The Japanese government has set aside JPY 3 billion to
improve the public's perception of the water release,
and will also provide JPY 80 billion to help Japanese
fishermen counter the reputational damage incurred
by the water release. [Asahi Shimbun] [See AiR, No. 28,
July/2023, 2 and AR No. 29, July/2023, 3]
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Mongolia: Cabinet decisions

(tb) At a regular session held on July 19, the Cabinet
introduced the first draft on the government
resolution “On Issuance of Capital City Securities”.

The Mayor of Ulaanbaatar and the Governor of the
capital city were assigned the responsibility of
incorporating projects and programs funded by
securities into the city's budget.

Furthermore, a working group was created to work on
the joint statement for the “Mongolia-China Expo”
event in September.

Additionally, it was decided that a draft law on the
ratification of the European Convention on Mutual
Assistance in Criminal matters will be submitted to the
parliament. [Montsame]

North Korea: Central government fails
Hyesan Customs House inspection

(tms) The opening of Hyesan Customs House has been
postponed due to a recent inspection by the central
government, which found the facility to be inadequate
as inspectors from Pyongyang thoroughly assessed the
customs house's readiness for full trade operations,
including the state of its quarantine facilities.

Originally scheduled for the week of July 17, the
opening of Hyesan Customs House has been delayed
due to the substandard quarantine facilities. Traders in
Yanggang Province, who were preparing for trade
following the central government's order to open the
customs house in mid-July, are becoming increasingly
frustrated with the delay.

While it is anticipated that the customs house might
open later this week, the final decision lies with the
central government, pending the resolution of the
issues identified during the inspection. [Daily NK 1]
[Daily NK 2]

North Korea: Mines miss half-yearly
targets

(tms) Mines associated with Bureau 39, said to be the
secretive North Korean party organization that seeks
ways to maintain the foreign currency slush fund for

the country's leaders, have failed to meet their
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production targets for the first half of the year due to
worker desertion and a lack of discipline, according to
sources cited by Seoul-based online newspaper Daily
NK.

Worker absenteeism increased significantly during the
COVID-19 pandemic, as the workers no longer receive

rations or wages. Instead, they are seeking alternative

ways to make a living, leading to a decline in workforce
attendance and productivity.

The North Korean authorities are trying to crack down
on "workplace deserters," but locals facing hardships
are reluctant to return to work and are barely scraping
by as they wander around. Additionally, party officials
are being criticized for discouraging workers with
inappropriate words and actions, which undermines
workforce motivation and productivity. [Daily NK]

South Korea: Investigation directed for
fatal underpass flooding, police and
government offices raided

(tms) As part of an investigation into the mishandling
of a fatal underpass flooding incident in Cheongju,
prosecutors conducted raids on five regional police
and government offices.

The Cheongju District Prosecutors Office dispatched
investigators to the provincial police agency, the fire
service headquarters, the regional government of
North Chungcheong Province, the city government of
Cheongju, and a state city construction agency to
gather evidence.

The incident occurred when heavy rains caused a
nearby river to overflow, leading to the flooding of an
underground roadway in Osong, Cheongju, resulting in
the tragic death of 14 people and injuring 10 others.
Authorities in the region are being accused of
negligence for not responding promptly to emergency
calls urging traffic restrictions around the underpass
before the accident occurred. There are allegations
that they attempted to cover up their negligence by
submitting falsified reports during a government
inspection of the case.

Last week, the Office for Government Policy
Coordination, responsible for the inspection, referred
six police officers to the prosecution for investigation
due to their mishandling of the situation. The regional
government offices and the fire agency are also
accused of withholding reports filed prior to the
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accident, which could have alerted authorities to the
risky situation involving the underpass.

Recently, the Office for Government Policy
Coordination expanded the scope of investigation and
referred officials from the North Chungcheong regional
government and the National Agency for
Administrative City Construction to the prosecution.
They are facing suspicions of grave dereliction of duty
in connection with the incident. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]
[Yonhap 3]

South Korea: Moon administration
accused of biased evaluation of
dismantling of weirs

(tms) The state audit agency of South Korea revealed
that a biased evaluation was utilized during the
previous administration of President Moon Jae-in when
deciding to dismantle weirs on two of South Korea's
four major rivers.

The four rivers project, initiated during the presidency
of conservative former President Lee Myung-bak (2008
to 2013), involved constructing weirs on the Geum,
Yeongsan, Nakdong, and Han rivers. Weirs are low
barriers built across rivers to control water flow.

In 2018, the Ministry of Environment and civilian
experts formed a committee to assess the project,
leading to the decision to permanently dismantle the
Sejong Weir on the Geum River and the Juksan Weir on
the Yeongsan River. Additionally, the Gongju Weir on
the Geum River was partially dismantled, while the
Baekje Weir on the Geum River and the Seungchon
Weir on the Yeongsan River were made accessible at
all times.

After conducting an inspection, the Board of Audit and
Inspection (BAIl) revealed that 25 out of 43 expert
committee members were recommended by a civic
group opposing the four-river project. The remaining
eight civilian members were also recommended by the
same group. The BAI accused former Environment
Minister Kim Eun-kyung of intentionally assembling a
biased committee through explicit instruction.

The BAI emphasized that the selection of committee
members should have remained impartial and not
favored either approval or disapproval of the four-river
project. As a result of its findings, the BAI has
requested the prosecution to investigate Kim and
other committee members.
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During the conservative Lee government, the four
rivers were restored at a cost of KRW 22 trillion (USD
17.3 billion) to address water scarcity, improve water
quality, and restore river ecosystems. However, after
President Moon took office in 2017, he criticized the
expensive restoration project and the construction of
16 weirs across the four rivers, attributing them to
worsening water quality and causing harmful green
tides. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Former national security
chief accused of destroying intelligence
document

(tms) Former national security chief Suh Hoon, who is
already facing two separate North Korea-related
controversies from the previous Moon Jae-in
administration, may now be subject to another
criminal investigation. He is alleged to have been
involved in the destruction of key presidential records.

The family of Lee Dae-jun, a South Korean fisheries
official killed by North Korean troops at sea in
September 2020, filed a criminal complaint against
Suh. They claim that crucial records related to
President Moon's role in the government's response to
the official's capture and killing were destroyed or lost.

The missing document was an intelligence report,
detailing a conversation between North Korean
soldiers who found Lee adrift near the maritime
border after he had disappeared off a patrol boat. Suh
presented a copy of the document to Seoul's central
district court in December of the previous year, stating
that the intelligence was reported to Moon
immediately after the official was found in North
Korean waters.

Seoul prosecutors were not aware of the document's
existence until Suh submitted it to the court. Despite a
seven-month search in the archives of the former
president's records, the original document could not
be found. Investigators are trying to determine how
the original document ended up in Suh's possession
instead of being properly archived.

The late official's family accused Suh and another
national security official of violating the law on
presidential records and lodged a criminal complaint.
Lee's brother, Lee Rae-jin, holds Moon partially
responsible for the alleged cover-up, as he appointed
Suh to lead the national security office and the
country's intelligence service.
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Suh is currently facing trials for allegedly concealing
important details about the murder of the South
Korean fisheries official by North Korea. Additionally,
he is being tried for obstructing an investigation into
the forced repatriation of two North Korean fishers
attempting to defect to the South in November 2019.

Suh served as Moon's national security adviser from
July 2020 to May 2022 and was the intelligence director
from June 2017 to July 2020. In July 2022, shortly after
Moon's presidential term ended in May of the same
year, the National Intelligence Service filed a criminal
suit against Suh, accusing him of prematurely
terminating an investigation into the forced
repatriation of the two North Korean defectors. [Korea
Herald]

South Korea: Ex-aide to former DP leader
charged with bribery in 2021 chair
election

(tms) A former aide to Song Young-gil, the former
leader of the main opposition Democratic Party (DP),
has been formally charged in connection with the 2021
party leadership election.

The anti-corruption unit at the Seoul Central District
Prosecutors’ Office has indicted Park Yong-soo on
charges of bribery, and for violating the Political Parties
Act and the Political Funds Act.

According to their investigation, Park allegedly
collaborated with Kang Rae-gu, a former standing
auditor at the Korea Water Resources Corporation, and
former DP deputy secretary-general Lee Jung-geun.
Together, they are accused of providing a total of KRW
67.5 million (USD 53,000) in financial support to sitting
lawmakers and others, with the intention of securing
Song's victory in the May 2021 election for the party's
leadership.

The former aide is further accused of offering bribes to
several other officials under the guise of operational
expenses, including funding for a campaign call center,
all with the aim of ensuring Song's successful election
as party chief. [KBS]

South Korea: Opposition party proposes
referring unification minister to
parliamentary ethics committee
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(tms) The Democratic Party (DP) has called on the
ruling People Power Party (PPP) to refer Unification
Minister Kwon Young-se to the parliamentary ethics
committee following the revelation of his involvement
in virtual asset trading.

After a cryptocurrency scandal involving another
lawmaker, the National Assembly checked the virtual
asset holdings of all lawmakers, and it was discovered
that 11 lawmakers, including Kwon, held virtual assets.

In response to the scandal, the National Assembly
passed revision bills in late May, requiring lawmakers
and high-ranking public officials to disclose digital
assets, such as cryptocurrencies, annually. Lawmakers
were asked to voluntarily submit their virtual asset
holdings from May 30, 2020, to the parliamentary
ethics committee [see AR No. 22, May/2023, 5].

The Democratic Party's chief spokesperson, Rep. Kwon
Chil-seung, urged the PPP to take action against the
unification minister in the ethics committee. He
claimed that Kwon had engaged in virtual asset trading
multiple times during working hours, which, if proven
true, could be a violation of a public servant's conflict
of interest.

The minister, however, denied these allegations.
[Yonhap]

South Korea: Government to deplete
Unification Ministry

(tms) The South Korean government plans to
significantly reduce the size of the Unification Ministry,
which has had no dealings with North Korea for a long
time, by at least 100 staff members.

This decision follows President Yoon Suk-yeol's
statement that the ministry has functioned more like a
support agency for North Korea. The Ministry of Public
Administration and Safety has devised a plan to
revamp the Unification Ministry to align with the
current state of inter-Korean relations and global
diplomacy.

Currently, the ministry has 616 staff members,
including those overseeing various agencies, with
many having little to no meaningful tasks.
Approximately 200 employees are assigned to
departments that were previously involved in cross-
border meetings, exchanges, and support for the inter-
Korean Kaesong Industrial Complex, which closed
down in 2016.
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Most of the staff will be reassigned to other
government agencies, while the departments
responsible for North Korean human rights and
denuclearization efforts will receive additional support.
[Chosunilbo]

South Korea: Police receive countrywide
reports of suspicious international
packages

(tms) The South Korean police reported receiving over
2,000 reports of suspicious parcels from various
locations across the country within the last four days
amid concerns that these parcels might contain
hazardous substances.

As of July 23, the National Police Agency confirmed a
total of 2,058 reports, out of which 645 packages were
taken for investigation by the Office for Government
Policy Coordination, under the Prime Minister's Office.
The investigation reports have shown no connection to
terrorism so far. [Yonhap 1]

The alarm was initially raised when people started
reporting dubious parcels, leading to fears of
hazardous or poisonous materials. However,
subsequent investigations revealed that most of the
packages contained harmless items such as lip balm or
inexpensive products, and some were even delivered
empty.

Authorities suspect that the incident might be related
to a "brushing scam," where online sellers send
unordered products to individuals using illegally
obtained personal information, aiming to boost sales
and manipulate seller ratings on e-commerce
platforms.

Investigations revealed that the suspicious parcels
initially came from China and were rerouted through
Taiwan before reaching South Korea. The South
Korean government has sought cooperation from
Chinese authorities to verify the details of the case.
[Yonhap 2]

South Korea: Constitutional Court set to
rule on interior minister impeachment
case on Itaewon tragedy

(tms) The Constitutional Court of South Korea is
scheduled to announce its decision this week
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regarding the National Assembly's impeachment of
Interior Minister Lee Sang-min in connection with the
fatal Itaewon crowd crush that occurred last October
[see AR No. 45, November/2022, 2].

Lee was accused of mishandling the incident in
Itaewon, where 159 people lost their lives.

Following the impeachment, Lee was suspended from
his ministerial duties. If the court upholds the
impeachment, Lee will be dismissed from his position,
but if the court rejects it, he will be reinstated.
[Yonhap]

South Korea: Bomb threat targeting
Genshin Impact festival, 200 evacuated

(tms) Around 200 individuals were forced to evacuate
due to a bomb threat that emerged on social media
targeting the Genshin Impact Summer Festival 2023,
which was being held at Olympic Park in Seoul's
Songpa district.

A Twitter user claimed to have planted a bomb at the
event venue and shared photos of what appeared to
be the alleged explosive, along with a warning that it
would detonate at an undisclosed time. As a
precautionary measure, event organizers halted the
festival and informed the police.

Authorities conducted a thorough search of the site
but found no evidence of a bomb. Police are actively
investigating the identity of the individual responsible
for the threatening message.

Genshin Impact is a popular open-world action role-
playing game developed by the Chinese company
HoYoverse, and the festival was specially organized for
devoted South Korean players. [Yonhap]

South Korea: President Yoon calls for
guidelines to safeguard teachers’ rights

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol directed the government
to create comprehensive guidelines to protect the
rights of teachers and strengthen their authority within
the classroom.

This instruction comes in response to increasing calls
to address the erosion of teachers' rights following the
apparent suicide of a young elementary school teacher
in Seoul last week. It is speculated that her self-killing
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was caused by the stress due to parents' complaints
about school violence. The school has denied this and
other speculations.

Yoon ordered the revision of existing educational
ordinances that could potentially infringe upon
teachers' rights at schools. Under one such ordinance
under scrutiny, enacted in 2010, corporal punishment
by teachers and discrimination against homosexual
and pregnant students are prohibited, while rallies on
school grounds are allowed. The ordinance also gives
students the freedom to choose their own hairstyles
and clothing.

While this ordinance has been praised for safeguarding
students' rights, it has faced criticism for making it
challenging for teachers to effectively guide and
discipline students in schools. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

Taiwan: Five people arrested on charges
of forming a spy network for China

(ed) A man and four retired military personnel were
detained on July 20 on charges of forming a spy
network for China.

The five people are suspected of “contracting, enticing
and recruiting” military personnel to obtain military
intelligence for China, and have been charged for
breaking the National Security Act.

According to recent investigations, the man was
recruited by Chinese intelligence officers to exploit his
connections with active service members to form a spy
network. This represents a new method of Chinese
espionage, which makes use of moneylenders and
pawnshops near military bases to exploit soldiers
experiencing financial issues. The arrested man
offered service members money to pay off their debts,
drawing ten low ranked military personnel into the spy
ring.

The exposing of another spy network operating in
Taiwan has drawn criticism to the Ministry of National
Defense. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Chipmaker forecasts a ten
percent drop in sales for 2023

(ed) The Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company (TSMC) has forecasted a drop of around ten
percent in its annual sales for 2023, citing the weak
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global economy as decreasing global demand for
Taiwanese chips.

TSMC, which is the world's largest contract chipmaker,
recorded a 23 percent fall in second-quarter profit
amid the worldwide economic downturn. TSMC is also
the largest manufacturer of Artificial Intelligence (Al)
chips, but despite high demand for these, the market
for TSMC's products remains weak.

TSMC's sales drop is in line with the wider decrease in
global demand for Taiwan'’s exports. In the month of
June 2023, the country's exports fell to a 14-year low
amid weak demand for its electronic products and
chips, especially from the US and China. [Reuters 1]

Despite the current downturn, TSMC has forecasted a
better performance later into 2023. [Reuters 2]

Taiwan: Authorities investigate leak of
classified documents

(ed) Taiwan is investigating a potential leak of classified
reports and diplomatic cables regarding Taiwan's bid
to join the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).

Officials have stated that the official documents
appeared on an online message board, where genuine
documents appeared alongside forgeries. However,
the origin of the documents is unknown and under
investigation. The National Security Bureau is also
investigating whether China played a role in the
incident.

The leaked documents include classified security
assessments by the National Security Bureau
regarding Taiwan and China's bids to join the CPTPP, as
well as reports on trade negotiations with the USA.

China and Taiwan both applied to join the CPTPP in
2021. China has opposed Taiwan’'s membership of the
CPTPP, stating that as a part of its own territory it is
inelegible to join international organizations. [Reuters]

Taiwan: Taipei holds air raid drill as
country holds annual Han Kuang
exercises

(ed) Taipei and surrounding cities in northern Taiwan
held an air raid drill on July 24 as a part of the country's
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annual military exercises.

Sirens were activated for mandatory street evacuation
drills, which shut down urban areas for around half an
hour as citizens were asked to evacuate to shelter and
transport shut down. Other parts of Taiwan will hold
street evacuations later this week.

As part of the annual Han Kuang exercises, Taiwan is
testing its military’s readiness for conflict and the
strength of its chains of command. An anti-takeover
operation at Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport and
anti-landing exercises on the northern coast of Taiwan
will also to be held this week.

Taiwan has been stepping up its defense drills as a
consequence of increased Chinese assertiveness in
claiming Taiwan as its own territory.

On July 22, China sent 37 aircraft across the unofficial
boundary between China and Taiwan as a show of
force before the Han Kuang drills. [AP_News] [Reuters]
[Taipei Times] [Ministry of Defense, Taiwan]
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Bangladesh: High court clears path for
execution of university professor's killers

(na) Bangladesh’s High Court has rejected the plea of
one of two convicted killers of a university professor in
2006, clearing the path for the execution of the two
individuals. [Prothom Alo] [The Business Standard]
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In 2006, Rajshahi University Prof Dr S Taher Ahmed
went missing and was later found dead near his
residence. The murder involved an assistant professor
from the same department, a caretaker of Taher's
house, and two others, driven by the professor's
exposure to the assistant professor's deception during
a committee review [Bdnews24.com]

In September last year, the Supreme Court upheld the
death sentence of two convicts, as well as the life
imprisonment of two others involved in the murder. In
March then, the Appellate Division dismissed a petition
seeking review of the apex court order that upheld the
death sentences.

Bangladesh: Top court orders Nobel
laureate Yunus to pay USD 1.3 million in
taxes on donations to trusts

(Im) Bangladesh’s Supreme Court has dismissed a
petition by Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus and
ordered the microfinance pioneer to pay more than
USD 1 million in taxes on a USD 7 million donation
made to three charitable trusts. [The Straits Times]

Yunus is credited with lifting millions out of poverty
with his pioneering micro-credit bank, but he has fallen
out with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who has said
he is “sucking blood” from the poor. Last year,
Bangladesh’s anti-graft watchdog ordered a wide-
ranging probe into firms that Yunus chairs, and Hasina
attacked him personally, blaming him for the World
Bank pulling out from a bridge project that was mired
in corruption allegations.

Bangladesh: District court upholds
Japanese mother's custody of her two
daughters

(na) In a recent ruling, a Bangladesh district court sided
with a Japanese mother, granting her custody of their
two daughters amid an ongoing dispute with her
Bangladeshi ex-husband since their divorce in January
2021.

Allegedly, the father took their two eldest daughters to
Bangladesh without the mother's consent, leading to
legal action. Last year, the Supreme Court's appellate
division dismissed multiple petitions, including
contempt of court charges, filed by both parents
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concerning the custody of their children. [Dhaka
Tribune]

The court recognized the father's actions as a serious
breach of the universal motherhood concept. In the
best interest of the girls' physical, mental, and social
well-being, the court ruled in favor of granting custody
to the mother while allowing the father visitation
rights. [Bdnews24.com]

Bangladesh: High court orders probe into
alleged negligence at the hospital
following the death of Gulf air pilot

(na) Bangladesh's High Court has ordered an
investigation by the Directorate General of Health
Services to investigate possible medical negligence by
United Hospital while treating a Gulf Air pilot. The court
has instructed the director general to submit a report
within seven days and consider taking punitive action
against the hospital. However, the hospital refutes the
allegations and denies any wrongdoing. [The Daily
Star]

The pilot passed away in December last year after
experiencing multiple cardiac arrests during
immigration checking at a Bangladesh airport. The
pilot's sister filed a writ petition alleging that the
hospital provided insufficient treatment, resulting in
repeated cardiac arrests. [The Business Standard]

India: Opposition parties form ‘INDIA’
alliance in attempt to oust Prime Minister
Modi in 2024 election

(If/Im) Leaders of 26 opposition parties in India have
united to contest Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in the country's next
general election due by May 2024. During a conclave
held last week in Bengaluru, it was decided that the
coalition will be called the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance (INDIA).

INDIA is a ‘big tent’ party comprised of individuals from
across the ideological spectrum of India’s political
landscape. Included in the coalition are the largest
national opposition party, the Indian National
Congress (INC), as well as powerful regional parties
such as Trinamool Congress, which governs the state
of West Bengal, and the Aam Aadmi party, which
governs Delhi and Punjab. In the first indication of a
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common political and economic policy, the alliance
said it would focus on fighting rising prices and
unemployment.

Some reports have said that INC interim president
Sonia Gandhi will be named the president of INDIA but
there was no official confirmation. Her alignment with
the new opposition alliance closely follows her son
Rahul Gandhi's disqualification from parliament on
defemination charges against Prime Minister Modi [see
AR No. 29, July/2023, 3].

While the latest conclave - the second this year -
marked a significant step forward in the relationship
between the various opposition parties, observers
agree that the newly founded opposition alliance faces
an uphill battle in taking on Modi, not least because it
accounts for less than half of the 301 seats that the BJP
holds in Parliament's lower House.

Notably, on the same day as the coalition was
announced, the BJP held a meeting of representatives
from its National Democratic Alliance in New Delhi.
During the meeting, Prime Minister Modi launched a
scathing attack on INDIA, calling it a “hardcore
corruption convention”, adding that “alliances built on
negativity have never won". [Al Jazeera] [BBC] [The
Guardian] [Reuters]

India: Video of mob sexually assaulting
women in Manipur causes outrage, forces
Prime Minister Modi to address violence
in region

(If) Ongoing violence in India’s state of Manipur has
sparked new levels of outrage following a video of two
Kuki women being publicly paraded naked and
sexually assaulted by a mob went viral nationally and
internationally. The clip shows the two women being
dragged and assaulted by a mob of men who push the
victims into an open field. The Indigenous Tribal
Leaders’ Forum (ITLF) - a conglomerate of recognized
tribes - say the video was taken on May 4, but no
action was taken by authorities until coming to the
public’s attention on May 20 when posted to social
media. [BB(C]

Authorities claim to have arrested six of the men from
the video and identified 14 more individuals, whilst
assuring the public that the rest of the perpetrators of
the assault will be detained. Manipur police have laid
the crimes as “a case of abduction, gang rape and
murder” in a twitter post. The instigation for the crime
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was allegedly fake reports of a rape occurring within
the mob's village, motivating the perpetrators to
engage in retaliatory violence. One of the female
victim's younger brothers was allegedly murdered
whilst trying to save his sister from the mob. [The
Hindu] [CNN] [NDTV]

The video is the latest atrocity to occur in Manipur, a
north-eastern state bordering Myanmar which has
been engulfed in violence and discontent since May
2023. Ongoing tensions between the valley-majority
Meitei people and the hills-majority Kuki tribe center
on the Meitei's demand to be granted Scheduled
Tribes (ST) status. As of July 4, 142 people have been
killed and 17 are missing. [Qutlook] [The Hindu]

The video has prompted responses from across Indian
society. Prime Minister Narendra Modi condemned the
assault during a speech on July 20 at the end of a
parliamentary session. The prime minister called the
video “shameful for any civil society,” further stating
“what happened to the daughters of Manipur can
never be forgiven.” Modi also assured “The law will
take its strongest steps, with all its might” in punishing
the perpetrators. The comments are Prime Minister
Modi's first regarding the violence in Manipur, a state
which his Bharatiya Janata Party currently governs.
Modji's silence until this point has not gone unnoticed,
with the European Union issuing a resolution on the
violence within Manipur on July 12 and condemning
the leader’s silence [see AiR No. 29, July/2023, 3]. [New
Straits Times]

Meanwhile, India’s Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
maintained the scenes from the video were
“unacceptable” as India's Supreme Court requested to
be informed of the steps taken to punish the mob.
Indian opposition MPs have issued notices requesting
the violence in Manipur be discussed in the Lok Sabah
and Rajya Sabah. Protests have also been staged by
opposition political parties, demanding that Prime
Minister Modi make a statement on the Manipur issue
within the house, something which he has yet to do.
[MSN] [Reuters]

India: Three seats to be reserved in
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly for
migrants, displaced people

(If) The Indian central government is preparing to make
an amendment to the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganization Act 2019 which reconstituted the
administration and governance of the area. The
amendment will reserve three seats in the Jammu and
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Kashmir Assembly, with two being allotted for
‘Kashmiri migrants' and one for displaced persons
from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. These three
members will be nominated by the Lieutenant-
Governor of the union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

As it stands, the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly has 114
seats, 24 of which have been set aside for areas that
are under Pakistani Administration, in the hope of
being filled when the territory is reunited. The bill to
introduce the amendment will be introduced in the Lok
Sabha in the coming weeks.

Jammu and Kashmir remains a contested state, with
the territory being split between spheres of Indian,
Pakistani and Chinese administration. The Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganization Act 2019, passed by the
government of India, split the territory into two union
territories of Jammu and Kashmir in the west and
Ladakh in the east. Introducing these new seats is a
further signal from the Indian Government that they
maintain their claim to authority over the entire region
and consider their institutions to be the only legitimate
form of government. [Kashmir Life] [Indian Express]

Nepal: Court grants third extension of
judicial custody for arrestees in Lalita
Niwas land case

(na) A Nepalese district court on July 16 granted police
an extension of five days to hold the arrestees in
connection with the Lalita Niwas land grab case in
judicial custody. The court granted its third extension,
with previous instances of seven days' custody granted
twice and five days once. [The Himalayan Times]

The controversy pertains to a scam involving the
transfer of ownership of the Lalita Niwas complex to
individuals, including political leaders and influential
figures. In February 2020, corruption cases were filed,
leading to legal proceedings initiated two years later
against 300 individuals, including senior ex-
government officials [see AiR No. 28, July/2023, 2]. This
year witnessed the commencement of arrests of
suspects, resulting in a total of 18 individuals currently
being held in custody.

Nepal: Former Lumbini province minister
arrested for alleged banking fraud
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(na) A former minister for Land Management,
Agriculture and Cooperatives of Nepal's Lumbini
province, Bijay Bahadur Yadav, has been arrested on
charges of banking fraud. The alleged fraud pertains to
a dishonored check issued to a resident, leading to
legal action against Yadav. He was subsequently issued
an arrest warrant, and further investigations and legal
proceedings are underway. [BNN] [MyRepublica]

Yadav previously held the position of minister in the
provincial assembly after winning the 2017 elections as
a candidate from the Janata Samajbadi Party. However,
he was later expelled from the party due to
accusations of acting against party interests. Following
this, Yadav joined the main opposition Communist
Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist-Leninist (CPN-UML)
before the last year's polls, but he faced defeat.

Nepal: Sixteen individuals arrested in
alleged gold smuggling; court grants
permission to detain the arrestees

(na) In connection with a recent gold smuggling case in
Nepal, a total of 16 individuals, including custom
officers and two foreign nationals, have been arrested.
The smuggling operation took place on July 18,
involving 100 kilograms of gold with an estimated
value of USD 8.5 million. The illicit gold was seized at
Tribhuvan International Airport during customs
clearance, having been smuggled from Hong Kong.
[The Kathmandu Post]

In response to the incident, the high court has granted
the Department of Revenue Investigation (DRI)
permission to detain arrested individuals for 10 days in
custody. To further investigate the matter, the
Department of Customs (DoC) has formed a dedicated
investigation committee. [Khabarhub]

Pakistan: Supreme Court grants bail to ex-
Premier Khan in case related to lawyer’s
murder; Election Commission issues non-
bailable arrest warrant

(Im) Pakistan's Supreme Court has granted bail to
Pakistan's former Prime Minister Imran Khan in a case
related to a lawyer's murder, while the nation’s election
oversight body on the same day demanded his arrest
in a separate contempt case in which he failed to
appear for questioning. The developments are the
latest in unprecedented legal problems surrounding
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the former premier, now the country's top opposition
leader.

On July 25, the Supreme Cout barred authorities from
arresting Khan till August 9 in a case pertaining to the
murder Lawyer Abdul Razzaq Shar, who was shot by
unknown gunmen in June. The government and Khan's
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTl) had traded blame over
the incident, with both sides accusing the other of
having a role in the killing. Notably, Shar had filed a
constitutional petition against the PTI chief in the
Balochistan High Court, seeking proceedings against
the ex-premier under Article 6 that pertained to high
treason. [Dawn]

Also on July 25, the Election Commission sought a non-
bailable arrest warrant against Khan, saying the former
prime minister was in contempt of the body’s
proceedings and had failed to appear before the
commission’s tribunal despite earlier notices and
bailable warrants. At the time of writing, Khan was
scheduled to appear before the tribunal on July 25, but
it was unclear whether he would submit a formal
apology, which would be sufficient to make the case go
away, or whether he would contest the contempt
charges. [Al Jazeera]

Both developments come after Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif last week said his government would
bring charges against Khan for “exposing an official
secret document” in an incident last year when he
waved a confidential diplomatic letter at a rally,
describing it as “proof” that he was threatened and
claiming his removal was a conspiracy. Khan was
scheduled to appear before the country’s Federal
Investigation Agency to face charges of exposing secret
documents, related to the letter-waving incident, on
July 25. [breakingnews.ie] [abc news]

Pakistan: Prime Minister Shehbaz accuses
ex-chief justice of masterminding
disqualification of former premier Nawaz

(Im) Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on July 23
accused former chief justice Saqib Nisar of being the
mastermind behind the disqualification of ex-Premier
and ruling PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif. [Arab News]
[Dawn]

Nawaz, a former three-time prime minister and the
elder brother of incumbent premier Shehbaz, was
disqualified from contesting elections or holding public
office for life by Pakistan's Supreme Court in 2017. The
landmark ruling came after months of hearings in a
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case instigated by the “Panama Papers” leaks, which
had revealed that three of Nawaz's children owned
offshore companies and assets not shown in his
family's wealth statement.

In his speech last week, Prime Minister Shehbaz said
former chief justice Saqgib Nisar was the “ringleader of
the gang of conspirators”. He also said that if the PML-
N is voted to power in the forthcoming elections,
Nawaz would be the party's candidate for the slot of
prime minister.

The remarks came after Pakistan’s National Assembly
passed a bill last month that limits the disqualification
of lawmakers for a period of up to five years, a move
that could potentially pave the way for Nawaz to return
to electoral politics. [AIR No. 26, June/2023, 4]

Pakistan: Election body says it is ready for
national polls in October

(kr) Pakistan's Election Commission says that if the
country’s Parliament is properly dissolved within the
timeframe, it is prepared to hold national elections in
October. The current legislature is set to complete its
five-year term on August 12, alongside the provincial
assemblies in Sindh and Balochistan. Following its
dissolution, a caretaker administration is established,
and elections are held within 60 days. However,
Pakistan's constitution mandates that elections be held
within 90 days after an assembly's dissolution if it
occurs before the end of its five-year term.

Pakistan: Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
potential candidate for caretaker prime
minister role

(Im) Pakistan’s ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
party (PML-N) said on July 24 that Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar could be among the candidates to lead the
incoming caretaker government, a move likely aimed
at ensuring fiscal discipline under the USD 3 billion
International Monetary Fund bailout program. [Arab
News]

The following day, however, the PML-N appeared to be
back-pedaling, apparently in light of outright rejection
of the idea by both its coalition ally Pakistan People's
Party and the main opposition Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party. [Dawn]
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The current legislature is set to complete its five-year
term on August 12, paving the way for the next general
elections in October. Under the constitution, the
caretaker prime minister is to be appointed by the
president in consultation with the prime minister and
leader of the opposition in the outgoing National
Assembly.

IMF warns Pakistan may have to
restructure debt if goals not met

(kr/Im) The International Monetary Funds in a report
released on July 18 warned that Pakistan’s external
debt has swelled to USD 100 billion, warning the South
Asian nation could well become the next country to
restructure its debt if it doesn't hit bailout program
goals. [Bloomberg]

Release of the report came just a week after the IMF's
board gave its approval for a long-awaited USD 3
billion rescue program for Pakistan, including the
immediate disbursal of about USD 1.2 billion to help
stabilize the country’s economy [see AiR No. 29,
July/2023, 3]. Before that decision, Islamabad's foreign
reserves were just over USD 4 billion, enough to cover
a month of imports.

But this month alone, Pakistan's external debt service
commitments amount to USD 2.44 billion, with USD
2.07 billion owed to China and USD 195 million to
Saudi Arabia. Additionally, Pakistan must pay back USD
2.85 million to France and USD 4.57 million to Japan.

At the same time, Pakistan and China are reportedly
negotiating to roll over about USD 3 billion in bilateral
debt over the course of the upcoming month. Beijing
expects the government to pay back guaranteed
bilateral loans totaling approximately USD 363 million,
including principal and markup payments.

Sri Lanka: Tamil National Alliance rejects
altered offer of 13th Amendment without
police powers

(If) The Tamil National Alliance (TNA), a political alliance
in Sri Lanka that represents the country's Sri Lankan
Tamil minority, has “categorically rejected” an offer
made by President Ranil Wickremesinghe to
implement a long-stewing constitutional amendment
on the devolution of powers to the provinces.
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The so-called 13th Amendment was part of the 1987
Indo-Lankan Accord, which aimed to end the Sri
Lankan Civil War between the nation’s Tamil and
Sinhalese populations (1983-2009). It was an attempt
to grant the Tamil and other communities great
autonomy by creating a provincial council system,
devolving legislative authority over land, the police,
education, and housing, amongst other areas, to the
country's nine provinces. The amendment also made
Sinhala and Tamil both official languages of the state.
[Daily Mirror] [ABP]

Successive Sri Lankan governments have failed to fully
implement the terms of the 13th Amendment, as the
legislation is strongly opposed by Sinhalese nationalist
parties, who feel the creation of provincial councils will
undermine the powers of the central government and
have been reluctant to separate with land and police
powers.

Against this backdrop, President Wickremesinghe
recently told Tamil parliamentarians, who hold seats in
Sri Lanka’s north and south, that he was committed to
tackling issues faces by Tamil communities but
maintained that full enforcement of the 13th
Amendment could only occur if all leaders of Sri
Lanka's political parties agreed to a comprehensive
devolution strategy.

In response, the TNA noted the offer was “familiar and
hollow” and pointed to the stagnation of Sri Lanka's
provincial councils, which are currently all operated by
Governor's on behalf of the President in lieu of
elections, as evident of the necessity to implement the
amendment.

Furthermore, Tamil politicians have taken to writing
India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi, whose country
was one half of the signees of the 1987 Indo-Lankan
accords, to raise the matter of power sharing with
President Wickremesinghe during his two-day visit to
New Delhi on July 20-21.

This plea was responded to by the New People’s Front,
a newly formed youth-led political party, who wrote
Prime Minister Modi their own letter. They compared
the rhetoric of the TNA in pushing for autonomy as
similar to “Khalistan Separatists”, Sikh peoples in India
who desire their own nation state and urged the Indian
government to stop the TNA from being “saboteur of
Indo-Lanka relations”. [The Hindu] [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka: Security forces on alert as
activists commemorate ‘Black July’ anti-
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Tamil riots

(Im) Sri Lanka tightened security on July 23 as activists
commemorated the so-called “Black July” riots, a series
of violent attacks against the country’s Tamil minority
that killed up to 3,000 people around the country and
fed into a civil war that lasted 26 years. [The Straits
Times]

At the time, the then-government attempted a mass
burial at the cemetery for 13 Sinhalese soldiers killed
in a Tamil rebel landmine attack in northern Sri Lanka.
Over the next few days, mobs of the Sinhalese majority
took revenge, killing between 400 and 3,000 Tamils
around the country. In the decades since, Black July
has become a day of remembrance for Tamil
communities around the world. [Deutsche Welle]

There have been no prosecutions, even though some
members of the then-government were seen leading
the Sinhalese mobs. Notably, the United National Party
of Sri Lanka's incumbent president, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, was in power when the riots broke
outin July 1983. The then President Junius
Jayewardene, Wickremesinghe's uncle, is widely
accused of not doing anything to prevent the violence.

Sri Lanka: Government passes anti-
corruption bill as per IMF requirements

(If) Sri Lanka's Parliament on July 19 approved an anti-
corruption bill which targets fraud and bribery within
the nation’s government, as part of efforts to meet
requirements linked to a USD 2.9 billion bailout from
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The bill was
passed without a vote in the 225-seat Parliament but
was attached with two dozen pages of amendments.
[Al Jazeera] [The Star]

Allocating significant powers and resources to the
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption, the nation’s institutional watchdog, the
terms of the bill have empowered the institution to
conduct joint investigations with local and international
counterparts. Bribery offenses will be expanded to
include stakeholders from the private sector, and it will
now be mandatory for candidates in elections to
disclose their personal assets for publication ahead of
voting.

The bill is reflective of the conditions of Sri Lanka’s
latest IMF agreement, which was approved in March to
help the nation recover from its economic crisis in
2022. The agreement mandated that Colombo
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introduce anti-corruption legislation in line with the
United Nations Convention Against Corruption
(UNCAC). Other conditions of the agreement included
raising taxes and increasing social security nets for the
country’'s poorest. An IMF review of Sri Lanka's
progress is set to take place in September.

Sri Lanka: Central Bank given greater
independence through parliament bill

(If) Sri Lanka's parliament passed a bill on July 20
granting the Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) greater
operational independence. The bill outlines co-
operative measures to control inflation by introducing
an inflation target, which will be agreed upon jointly by
the CBSL and the nation’s Finance Ministry. The
legislation will also empower the CBSL to control
money printing and create a new governing board to
supervise the bank’s operations and reduce conflicts of
interest. This board will consist of six members and the
CBSL's governor while operating in tandem with the
already existent monetary policy board.

The bill is part of a wave of reforms linked to the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) bailout Sri Lanka
agreed to in May 2023. The legislation was approved
with several amendments after a third reading without
a vote. It is hoped that greater CBSL autonomy will
assist in the nation’s economic recovery and limit
corruption stemming from economic policy. [Reuters]

Sri Lanka: inflation eases to 10.8 percent
in June, lowest since October 2021

(Ify The national inflation of Sri Lanka has fallen in June,
bringing the prices of goods and services to their
lowest levels since October 2021. In figures measured
by the National Consumer Price Index (NCPI), inflations
rates were recorded at 10.8 percent, having
significantly dropped from 22.1 percent in May.

The declining rates are a promising sign for the Central
Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL), who hope to see a further
drop to 7.0 percent in July before reaching a target
between 4 to 6 percent by the end 2023. Stabilizing the
Sri Lankan economy is a top priority for the
government, who are preparing for an IMF review in
September to evaluate the status of the nation's
Domestic Debt Restructuring Plan. [Daily Mirror]
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Cambodia: General election held

(dql) The ruling party Cambodian People’s Party (CPP)
of Prime Minister Hun Sen has claimed a landslide
victory in the general election last Sunday, July 23.

A turnout of 84 percent was announced by the
National Election Committee to the election
committee, with 8.1 million people casting their ballots
to elect 125 members of parliament from 18 parties.
[CNN]

According to Hun Sen's post on Telegram, preliminary
results provided by Phnom Penh-based media
company Fresh News, the CPP won 120 seats in the
National Assembly, while the royalist Funcinpec party
garnered five seats. [Hen Sen, Telegram]

The election has been dismissed by critics as a farce
[Radio Free Asia] [Time] [BBC] after the only credible
contender, the Candlelight Party, was disqualified from
the poll in May, for reasons widely seen as far-fetched
and politically motivated [see AIR No. 22, May/2023,

5]

Days ahead of the election Hun Sen indicated that his
eldest son Hun Manet, was standing as lawmaker
candidate in the election, will succeed him as the
country’'s prime minister. The handover of power
would end Hun Sen’s 38 year-long rule. [VoA]
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Cambodia: Building of China-funded naval
base close to be completed, satellite
imagery shows

(dql) Satellite imagery suggests that China has made
significant progress the building of the Ream naval
base in Cambodia nears completion. It also shows that
the base’s size and design of the pier, believed to be
able to berth a Chinese aircraft carrier, have a striking
similarity to a pier that the China’s military uses at its
only overseas base in Djibouti.

The US assumes that Beijing is building a facility in
Cambodia to increase its ability to project naval power.
Both China and Cambodia have persistently reassured
that People's Liberation Army will not have access to
the base. [Financial Times]

Indonesia: Supreme Court prohibits lower
courts to register interfaith marriages

(ys) The Indonesian Supreme Court issued a circular
prohibiting lower courts from granting any request to
legalize interfaith marriage, a decision critics said is a
setback considering the Supreme Court's progressive
moves in this matter.

In Indonesia, the marriage registry is done in separate
offices, in accordance with the religion of the bride and
the groom. The 2006 Civil Administration Law
stipulates that Muslims can register their marriage at
the religious affairs office (KUA) and non-Muslims can
register at the civil registry office.

A 1986 Supreme Court ruling stipulates that interfaith
marriage could be legalized through a court’s decision.
The decision has become the ground for judges
making decisions on such a case.

The circular issued last week has overturned that
decision. The Supreme Court cited for its decision
Article 2 of the 1974 Marriage Law, under which a
marriage can only be considered legitimate if it is done
according to the bride and groom's religion. [BBC, in
Bahasa Indonesia] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: PDIP criticizes member for
allegedly being unsupportive of party
presidential candidate
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(ys) The Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP)
plans to summon a senior member, Budiman
Sudjatmiko, after he met Defense Minister Prabowo
Subianto at the latter’s private residence, where they
had a closed-door meeting.

Budiman made a statement after the meeting that
“Indonesia deserves to have the best leaders, one of
them is Pak Prabowo”, which raised eyebrows in the
PDIP.

Previously, two prominent members of PDIP also had a
private meeting with Prabowo, including the Surakarta
Mayor Gibran Rakabuming, who is also the son of the
President. Prabowo from the Gerindra Party is named
to run for the 2024 presidential office, whereas PDIP
has named Ganjar to run for the election, and its
chairwoman, former President Megawati, has declared
that every member of PDIP must show support for
Ganjar or face expulsion from the party.

Budiman himself was a former activist kidnapped by
the military during the New Order era when Prabowo
was serving in the military. Budiman has insisted that
he met Prabowo in the capacity of a civilian, not a party
member. But the PDIP rejected this notion arguing that
as heis a card-carrying party member he therefore
should abide by the party’s rules and decisions. [The
Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Witch hunt within Golkar
Party

(ys) Leaders from the Golkar Party are demanding the
replacement of its chairman Airlangga Hartarto for the
decline of the party’s electability pole.

The party has previously called on Airlangga to
nominate himself as a presidential candidate of the
party and then accused Airlangga of not taking the call
seriously.

Leaders have shamed Airlangga for seemingly focusing
on helping the Joko Widodo cabinet more instead of
trying to uphold the party’'s position as one of the
oldest and largest parties in Indonesia.

Senior party members have attributed Airlangga’s lack
of ambition and clear direction for the decline of the
party and called for an extraordinary congress to
replace him. Several top members have declared
themselves ready to take the chairmanship, including
Bahlil Lahadalia, who previously quit the party but said


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-py/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-py/

he is ready to return to the political stage. [The Jakarta
Post 1] [The Jakarta Post 2]

Indonesia: New communications minister
to eradicate online gambling

(ys) The newly appointed communications and
information minister Budi Setiadi pledged to eradicate
online gambling as one of his policy priorities.

The minister is cooperating with relevant parties to
block online gambling access and advertisement.
Gambling is prohibited in Indonesia and perpetrators
face up to 12 years in prison and a fine of IDR 25
million (USD 1,663) for organizing and participating in
gambling activities, whereas those who distribute
online gambling face up to six years in prison and a
fine of IDR 1 billion (USD 66,474).

However, most bookies operate from outside of
Indonesia, making it hard to bring them to justice.
Since 2018, the ministry of communications and
information has blocked access to almost 850,000
online gambling activities. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: State officers involved in organ
trade

(ys) A police officer and an immigration officer have
been arrested, along with ten members of an
international network of trafficking in persons. The two
are accused of being involved in illegal trade organs in
cooperation with human traffickers.

This syndicate lured people through social media to
sell their kidneys in Cambodia with the promise of IDR
135 million each (USD 9,000). The immigration officer
allegedly helped produce fake documents to smuggle
the victims to Cambodia, where their organs would be
sold.

The police have been trying to arrest this syndicate,
which has managed to avoid capture with the help of a
police officer who is suspected of instructing the
syndicate how to escape and use burner phones. For
his service, he was paid IDR 612 million (USD 40,000).

However, the police finally made an arrest, including
the police officer involved who is now facing a charge
of obstruction of justice. The National Police Chief
General Listyo Sigit Prabowo stated that the police will
not hesitate to take firm action against police
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misconduct. [Kompas, in Bahasa Indonesia] [The
Jakarta Post]

Lao PDR: National Assembly concludes

5th ordinary session with focus on
economic development

(ws) The National Assembly of Laos recently concluded
its 5th Ordinary Session of the 9th Legislature. The
session, held from June 26 to July 18, focused on key
discussions, including mitigating economic challenges
and introducing new laws.

The session saw lively debates aimed at advancing the
country's development and addressing various
economic issues. President of the National Assembly
Xaysomphone Phomvihane expressed satisfaction with
the outcomes, highlighting agreements on measures
to tackle critical issues like inflation, currency exchange
rates, and the high cost of living, which directly impact
employees, soldiers, police, and ethnic communities.

Several significant topics were discussed, including
state-funded development projects, teacher shortages,
management of mining operations, and measures to
stabilize the economy. The National Assembly
members emphasized the importance of finding
immediate solutions to the ongoing drug problem and
urged the government to enforce laws on business and
finance.

During the session, deliberations were also held on the
socio-economic development plan, as well as the
budget and monetary plans for the remainder of 2023
and the subsequent year. Additionally, a
comprehensive report on the progress made in
executing national agendas addressing economic and
financial hardships, as well as efforts to combat the
nation's drug problem, was presented. [Laotian Times]

Lao PDR: Regulation of foreign currencies
ordered

(ws) The Lao Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone has
issued a seven-page order to regulate foreign
currencies and increase the supply of foreign exchange
earned from exports and foreign investments, in a bid
to promote the use of the Lao kip while dedollarising
the economy.
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The government order comes in response to
skyrocketing inflation and high public debt, driven
mainly by the depreciation of the Lao kip. The order
includes measures such as improving the electronic
payment system, regulating the use of foreign
currencies in special economic zones, and collecting
tax obligations and revenues in foreign currencies
from exporters.

One of the key challenges for Laos is that actual
foreign investment inflows through the banking system
are lower than the registered capital investments,
leading to an overall imbalance of payment in the
country. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia: Swatch files lawsuit over
seizure of Pride watches

(ccf) Swiss watchmaker Swatch filed a lawsuit with the
High Court in Malaysia's capital Kuala Lumpur against
the government. The company seeks the
compensation and return of 172 watches that were
seized by officials over allegedly possessing “LGBT
elements” in May.

In late May, Malaysian officials raided Swatch stores in
Kuala Lumpur and seized watches in the company's
Pride collection. The watches bore the rainbow flag
which is also associated with the LGBTQ movement.
[Aljazeera] [Malay Mail]

In their lawsuit, the watchmaker argued that their
watches posed no threat to public order or morality, is
not connected to LGBT activism, and that the
authorities acted disproportionately and

irrationally. Swatch also pointed out that authorities
held no prior consultation with the company before
the seizures and failed to respond to requests
regarding the return of the seized items. The case is
scheduled to be raised in court on July 27. [Channel
News Asial

LGBTQ groups, like gay rights group Jejaka, see the
confiscation as symptomatic of growing intolerance
towards sexual minorities. In Malaysia, there is a dual
legal system that prohibits the Muslim-Malay majority
from engaging in gender or sexual expression that
violates Islamic teachings. Offences are punishable by
canning and/or imprisonment. [AP News]
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Malaysia: Election watchdog proposes
rules to mitigate incumbent advantage in
state polls

(ccf) In anticipation of Malaysia’s six state polls, the
election watchdog Bersih has proposed a ‘3Cs’ guide;
No Conditions, No Campaign, and No Candidate. These
rules are intended to prevent either the incumbent
state government or the federal government of
Pakatan Harapan (PH) and Barisan Nasional (BN) from
having an unfair advantage in the upcoming state
polls. [The Star]

The first 'C’, “No Conditions”, refers to the federal
government promising to fully implement projects only
if their preferred candidate wins in an election. The
fairer alternative would be fulfilling a project
regardless of the election outcome.

The second ‘C’, “No Campaign”, means that any
announcements of resource allocations should not use
a specific party’s logo, symbol, or mention their
candidate. This also includes making specific
allocations to certain constituencies for the purpose of
winning votes.

The last 'C’', “No Candidate”, requires electoral
candidates to abstain from attending federal
government functions like allocation projects. The one
exception involves candidates who are also federal
ministers. [Bersih]

There have already been instances of the federal
government and incumbent state government violating
the ‘3Cs". For example, Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim
announced three projects such as the allocation of RM
3 billion (USD 657.7 million) to infrastructure upgrades
for farmers in Kedah. Another example was Kedah's
government caretaker Datuk Seri Muhammad Sanusi
Md Nor who presented a land grants project for
residents on July 15. [Malay Mail]

Malaysia: Feud over Felda debt waiver
escalates as leaders compete for votes

(ccf) Prime Minister Ibrahim Anwar and Muhyiddin
Yassin, the leader of rival Perikatan Nasional (PN)
coalition, are locked in a bitter dispute over who
authorized the Federal Land Development Authority
(Felda) debt waiver.

The matter has escalated into lawsuits with Anwar
demanding RM 200 million (USD 43.8 million) from
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Muhyiddin for damaging his reputation, and
Muhyiddin intending to file a defamation lawsuit. [New
Straits Times] [Yahoo! News]

The Felda debt waiver refers to the Malaysian
government writing off RM8.3 billion (USD 1.2 billion)
of debts held by land settlers in Felda plantations.
Anwar asserted that his government is restructuring
Felda's finances and helping waive the accrued debt.
On the other hand, Muhyiddin countered that the
debts of settlers were already written off during his
administration in 2021. [The Straits Times 1]

The dispute is seen as a struggle to win votes in the
upcoming six state elections as five of the contested
states have Felda land schemes. If either leader
manages to convince the public that they were
responsible for the waiver, they and their allies could
potentially gain Malay voters’ support in the upcoming
elections. [The Straits Times 2]

Malaysia: MP calls for investigation of RM
700 million Spanco deal

(ccf) Taiping Member-of-Parliament Wong Kah Woh has
urged the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC) to investigate a deal made during Muhyiddin
Yassin's administration. This request is based on
allegations by Berjaya Group founder Vincent Tan, he
believes that the previous administration did not
comply with the government tender process for a fleet
of 12,500 vehicles.

The contract for the vehicles, worth an estimated
RM300 million annually, was initially awarded to
Berjaya Group and Naza Group in 2018. However, the
change in government and transition to Muhyiddin’s
administration terminated the initial agreement.
Instead, the tender was given to Spanco for RM700
million more. [Malaysiakini] [KiniTV]

Malaysia: Kedah caretaker Sanusi
arrested on sedition charges, amid a
corruption investigation

(ccf) On July 18, politician Muhammad Sanusi Md Nor
was arrested on two sedition charges after repeatedly
failing to answer calls from the police. Sanusi was
charged and arrested over remarks in a political
speech that allegedly insulted the country's royal. The
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remarks involved Sanusi questioning the Malaysian
royalty's decisions over government formation at the
federal and state level. [The Star] [Reuters]

Sanusi, a member of the Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS)
and popular chief minister of Kedah state, has pleaded
not guilty to the charges. He has denounced the
charges as fabrications in a smear campaign against
him and a ploy to suppress free speech in Malaysia.
[New Straits Times]

Sedition charges against Malaysian politicians have
become a rare occurrence in the country. Some have
also questioned the timing of the arrest given that six
state elections, Kedah included, are only a few weeks
away. [Aljazeera]

In addition to the sedition charges, Sanusi is also under
investigation by the Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) over allegedly abusing his
authority in rare earth element (REE) mining. The
mining is believed to have been conducted illegally and
caused the state government to suffer losses. [New
Straits Times]

Myanmar: Kachin Independence Army
captures junta military outpost

(ha) The Kachin independence army (KIA) has claimed
that it had seized a Myanmar junta military outpost in
northern Shan state. After the seizure, weapons were
collected the camp destroyed.

Around 100 troops were reportedly stationed at the
camp, located near Kaung Yar village on the Kutkai-
Muse highway. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta informs families of the
death of six political prisoners

(ha) The families of seven political prisoners were
notified by the military junta about their deaths.

They belonged to the 37 political prisoners who have
been missing since late June when they had been
transferred from Kyaik Sa Kaw prison in the southern
central Bago Region.

According to the notification letter, the seven prisoners
were killed when they were attempting to escape after
a car accident that happened during a transfer from a
prison. The Assistance Association for Political
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Prisoners (AAPP) strongly doubts this explanation for
the cause of the deaths.

The whereabouts of the remaining 31 political
prisoners are still unknown. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Chinese power plants company
ceases operations in Rakhine State

(ha) Three out of four Chinese backed liquefied natural
gas (LNG) power plants in Rakhine state have been
shut down. All three suspended factories are part of
the Kyauk Phyu deep water port project and are
owned by Hong Kong based Vpower company.

After the shutdown of the power plants, the availability
of electricity in the area has decreased and small
businesses are facing difficulties.

Vpower company has invested in Myanmar since 2015
and participated in nine power projects. A director of
the Vpower company said that it was difficult to
maintain the company due to political instability and
the skyrocketing dollar price after the coup.

Currently, the company continues to operate two
power plants in Yangon, while the Vpower LNG vessel
which previously supplied power plants, left Myanmar
in March. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Military regime sentences
founder of a school under NUG to 20 years
prison

(ha) On July 17, the female founder of an online school
operating under the National Unity Government (NUG)
was sentenced to 20 years in prison.

She was arrested in March 2022 and charged with
violating the counterterrorism law.

When she was deported, 14 teachers from that school
were deported along with her and detained in a prison
near Mandalay.

After the coup, teachers who opposed the coup
established online schools to teach children. The
military junta claims that these schools were teaching
illegally and took legal action against the founders,
teachers and parents of the students. In addition, the
schools’ funds were also taken for allegedly being
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intended to support groups designated as terrorist
groups. [Myanmar Now]

Myanmar: Seven prison employees
sentenced to six months in jail

(wn) Seven prison employees, including the prison
chief, were arrested by the military junta and
sentenced to six months in prison for their
involvement in the escape of ten prisoners who are
members of the People Defense Force.

In May, ten prisoners, arrested and imprisoned in
Taung Ngu Prison, attacked the guards and ran away
with their weapons while appearing before the special
prison court. Nine prisoners escaped, while one died
after being hit by a bullet. [Mizzima Burmese, in
Burmese]

Myanmar: NUG opens online Spring
Development Bank

(wn) The National Unity Government (NUG) has
recently introduced Spring Development Bank (SDB), a
digital banking platform that aims to generate
innovative funds and offer the public reliable and
secure banking solutions.

A new digital bank uses cryptocurrency and blockchain
technology and offers services, including interest-
earning bank deposits, domestic and international
money transfers, and online payments.

The bank will be fully open to the public by the end of
August. [The Irrawaddy, in Burmese]

Myanmar: Commander of Northern
Military Division forced to retire

(wn) In the midst of the fierce conflict in Kachin State,
the head of the Northern Division of the Military
Council was apprehended, assessed, and substituted.
This occurred after regional commander Major General
Ko Ko Maung and other high-ranking military officials
were called to Naypyidaw last week.

The role of Major General Ko Ko Maung has now been
taken over by Major General Soe Hlaing, an operations
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commander in Kale City, who belongs to the Northwest
Military Command.

The authorities have detained several individuals in
connection with the case, including the Northern
Division Commander, Deputy Commander Brigadier
General Aung Myo Oo, Kachin State Minister of
Security and Border Affairs Colonel Aung Kyung, the
commander of Phakant, and two military officers of
unknown rank. Additionally, a jade entrepreneur has
also been taken into custody related to this matter.
[Mizzima Burmese]

There have been changes in the leadership of the
Northern Division and other regional commands. The
military council recently announced that Major General
Ni Lay Maung, the former commander of the Triangle
region in Kyaing Tong, has been promoted to the rank
of Lieutenant General. He will now serve as the Chief of
Police and Deputy Minister of the Interior. [VOA
Burmese]

Myanmar: Political parties

submit concerns about the security
situation to the Election Commission
chairman

(wn) On July 20, the Union Election Commission's
chairman, U Thein Soe, held meetings with seven
political parties in Yangon and carried out inspections
of their operations.

According to Daw Than Than Nu, the chairperson of
the Democratic Party, party leaders reported the
current security situation on the ground to the
commission chairman.

During their discussion, the commission talked about
electoral issues such as the creation of voter lists.
However, the chairman was unable to provide a
specific date for the upcoming election.

Daw Than Than Nu reported that the chairman of the
commission stated that an election will take place once
security has been established. The commission's
chairman announced that political parties will have the
opportunity to participate as representatives during
the ballot compilation process to ensure transparency
in the election. [BBC Burmese]
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Philippines: State forces deny having
custody of two missing activists

(ccf) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and
Philippine National Police (PNP) have staunchly denied
that they have custody of two missing Cordillera-based
activists. [Philippine News Agency]

OnJuly 5, the families of the two activists petitioned
the Court of Appeals to immediately issue a writ of
habeas corpus to the AFP and PNP, asserting that they
were taken away by men who identified themselves as
PNP operatives on April 28. The Court of Appeals
granted the petition five days later and ordered the
AFP and PNP to present missing activists on July 14.
[see AIR No. 28, July/2023, 2]

However, both parties claimed to have not received
the petition and the court hearings were instead
rescheduled to August 3 and 10. Till then, the AFP and
PNP added that they are diligently searching for the
activists and will attend the hearings to present their
side of the debacle. [Inquirer.net]

Philippines: New partnership inked to
bolster protection of media

(ccf) On July 18, the Presidential Task Force on Media
Security (PTFoMS) and Commission on Human Rights
(CHR) agreed to work together to enhance the
protection of members in the Philippine media. Both
parties also reiterated the necessity of a “free and
responsible” press. The partnership was shortly
announced after reported media harassment by cops
in Leyte, Eastern Visayas' largest province. [Philippine
News Agency 1]

The PTFoMS and CHR have agreed to share data on
cases involving members of the press and identify
older, open cases that require investigation. The CHR
has also offered witness protection services to
Philippine media members who are embroiled in
newer cases. The collaboration will be formalized
through a Memorandum of Agreement or
Understanding. [Philippine News Agency 2]

The partnership was shortly announced after three
San Juanico TV reporters were allegedly harassed by a
married police couple. This occurred while the
reporters were interviewing farmers involved in a land
dispute in Barangay Jones on July 14. It is believed that
the police couple are also involved in said land dispute,
they have since been relieved of duty pending a
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thorough investigation. [CNN Philippines]
[Philstar.com]

Both the PTFoMS and CHR have denounced the
officers' actions. The CHR expressed that such acts of
violence and harassment “impede the exercise of press
freedom”, particularly “the right to gather and
disseminate information without interference”. The
CHR also added that it will closely monitor the
development of the case. [Commission on Human
Rights]

Philippines: More senators support a PHP
150 wage hike for all

(ccf) Senate President Juan Miguel Zubiri and Senator
Ramon Revilla Jr. are calling for a nationwide PHP150
“across-the-board" wage hike. They cite the recent
wage hike of PHP 40 (USD 0.70) in Metro Manila as
insufficient to cope with inflation, a concern that has
also been raised by labor groups in the Philippines.
[Philippine News Agency] [see AiR No. 29, July/2023, 3]

Both senators are pushing to legislate a PHP 150 (USD
2.75) wage increase for all employees in the private
sector, regardless of occupation and region. Revilla
argued that “laborers are the backbone of the
country’s economy” and should be compensated with
“a true living wage". [Official website of Ramon Bong
Revilla, Jr.]

Zubiri stressed the urgency of the matter, citing the
results of a nationwide June survey by Pulse Asia. It
revealed that respondents are primarily concerned
with immediate governmental action in controlling
inflation and increasing workers' pay, 63 percent and
44 percent respectively. [CNN Philippines] [Pulse Asia]

Philippines: New Armed Forces chief
appointed amid issues in West Philippine
Sea

(ccf) Lieutenant General Romeo Brawner Jr. has been
appointed as the next Armed Forces of the Philippines
(AFP) chief of staff. Drawing upon his previous
experience in the army, Brawner is expected to
provide useful operational guidance on territorial
issues regarding the West Philippine Sea (WPS).

The WPS is the site of an ongoing territorial dispute
between the Philippines and China, where Chinese
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ships and the Philippine Coast Guard have been
involved in close confrontations. In his new role,
Brawner is expected to provide guidance in de-
escalating such situations [see AiR No. 28, July/2023,
2].

Alongside external security concerns, Brawner will also
oversee internal security challenges such as
communist and Islamist guerilla activities in the
Philippines. [Philippine News Agency]

Singapore: Former Chief Investment
Officer Ng Kok Song wants to run for
Singapore’s presidency

(tb) Former GIC chief investment officer, Ng Kok Song,
aged 75, officially confirmed his candidacy for the
presidency by personally appearing at the Elections
Department (ELD) on July 19. This step marks his
formal entry into the race for the upcoming
Singaporean presidential election.

Mr. Ng Kok Song, who served at GIC for 27 years
before retiring in 2013, currently holds the position of
Executive Chairman at Avanda Investment
Management. He co-founded Avanda Investment
Management in 2015 along with two former GIC
colleagues.

Despite Mr. Ng Kok Song's announcement to run for
the presidency, there appear to be lingering doubts or
questions regarding his qualification for the position.
These concerns could be related to whether he meets
all the eligibility criteria for holding the presidency
mandated by Article 19(4)(a) of the Constitution. He
may be required to apply through either the private or
public sector deliberative track.

The next presidential election will be held on October
13. Other presidential candidates are former Senior
Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam and entrepreneur
George Goh. Current President Halimah Yacob is not
seeking re-election after her term concludes in
September 13. [TOC][The Straits Times 1][The Straits
Times 2]

Singapore: Foreigners need government
approval for buying land

(tb) From July 20 onwards, foreigners are obligated to
obtain government approval before purchasing land in
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Singapore that is currently zoned as "commercial and
residential." The Ministry of Law and Singapore Land
Authority stated that the changes to the Residential
Property Act (RPA) are aimed at "safeguarding
residential land for Singaporeans."

Previously, mixed commercial and residential
developments, encompassing properties such as
shophouses and certain shopping centers with
residential units above, were categorized as non-
residential properties within the list of designated land
use zones. The update to the RPA was a routine part of
the regular review process.

Foreigners who are already existing owners of land or
property categorized as "commercial and residential"
are exempted from the requirement to obtain
approval, as long as they have the intention to retain
the property in its current state. [The Straits Times]
[CNA]

Singapore: More voting station in
upcoming presidential election

(tb) The Elections Department (ELD) revealed a range
of enhancements in voting arrangements for the
forthcoming presidential election. These
improvements encompass additional polling stations,
the introduction of a new stamp for voters, and
improved access to queue status information at the
polling stations.

As of now, there are three presidential candidates
vying for the position in September. They are former
senior minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam,
entrepreneur George Goh, and former GIC investment
chief Ng Kok Song. [TOC]

Singapore: Public servants have no need
to fear - Head of civil service

(tb) In the aftermath of various incidents that have
caused unease among government officials, civil
service head Leo Yip reassured public service officers
that they have nothing to fear as long as they conduct
themselves professionally and with integrity.

This statement was issued in the light of several
incidents in the last months, mainly the Ridout Road
debate in Parliament, the corruption probe involving
Transport Minister S. Iswaran, as well as the
resignations of Speaker of Parliament Tan Chuan-Jin
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and Tampines GRC MP Cheng Li Hui due to an
extramarital affair.

In his speech, he praised the work of the public
servants and said that through the dedication of the
public officers, the government will draw strength from
that and “make a better public service”. [The Straits
Times]

Singapore: Several investigations of the
Protection from Online Falsehood and
Manipulation Act

(tb) The Online Falsehood and Manipulation Act
(POFMA) office issued several correction notices within
the last week. The PFOMA office is responsible to
correct false online statements and aims to tackle the
spread of fake news.

The POFMA office has debunked the false claims
circulating on social media made by a Facebook post
by Andrew Loh, the co-founder of The Online Citizen
and a TikTok video by the user “jansenng1” regarding
the formation of a Committee of Privileges to
investigate opposition leader Pritam Singh for allegedly
not disclosing false information. [TOC 1][CNA]

Furthermore, POFMA's investigated the validity of an
article from Political Sophistry, a political blog, that
accused Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and Deputy
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong of disclosing
information about the arrest of the transport minister
Iswaran due to political reasons. They found that the
article falsified the government officials’ statement
made in a press conference on July 12. A non-
constituency MP from the oppositional Progress
Singapore Party (PSP) Hazel Poa spoke against the
allegation of concealment made by the POFMA office
in regard to the article.[Malay Mail][TOC 2][TOC 3]

Singapore: Confirmation on the
nomination of new speaker of parliament

(tb) The Prime Minister's Office has officially confirmed
that Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong intends to
nominate Mr. Seah Kian Peng as the next Speaker of
Parliament.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong intends to nominate
the new Speaker during the upcoming Parliament
sitting on August 2. This session will also include his
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delivery of a ministerial statement. Earlier this week,
the Speaker's position became vacant after the former
Speaker, Mr. Tan Chuan-jin, resigned due to an affair
with Cheng Li Hui, a former MP for Tampines GRC, who
also stepped down. Currently, Deputy Speaker Jessica
Tan is serving as the Acting Speaker until a new
appointment is made. [TOC]

Singapore: Workers’ Party announces two
resignations of two party members

(tb) In a press conference on July 19, the Chief of the
oppositional Workers' Party (WP) Pritam Singh revealed
that the Member of Parliament (MP) for Aljunied GRC,
Leon Perera, and the party’s Youth Wing President,
Nicole Seah resigned from their positions in the party
due to an affair in the past.

The first information about the affair was provided by
Mr. Perera’s personal driver, who informed Mr. Singh
and other WP members in late 2020 and early 2021.
On July 17, a video surfaced that confirmed the two WP
members having an affair which led to their
resignation. [TOC 1][TOC 2][TOC 3]

Thailand: Progressive MFP makes way for
runner-up Pheu Thai to try to form next
government

(nk/ws/Im) Thailand's progressive Move Forward Party
(MFP) on July 21 made way for alliance partner Pheu
Thai Party (PTP) to try to form the next government
after a bid by its leader Pita Limjareonrat to become
the next prime minister was thwarted twice this
month.

Notabkly, however, MFP Secretary-General Chaithawat
Tulathon told reporters that the party would leave the
eight-member coalition if the PTP invites two military-
linked parties, Palang Pracharath and United Thai
Nation. Furthermore, the MFP has refused to walk back
on its most controversial campaign promise to amend
Thailand's royal defamation law. [Thai PBS World

11 [Reuters] [Nikkei Asia]

Against this backdrop, core members of the PTP and
Bhumijaithai parties held informal meetings to find
solutions to the current political stalemate.
Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul informed
the PTP that his party cannot join the coalition if the
MFP remains a part of it. [ThaiPBSWorld 2]
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In its efforts to gather support for its prime ministerial
candidate, the PTP also engaged in discussions with
the United Thai Nation party. Core members of both
parties met at the Pheu Thai party headquarters in an
attempt to find a solution to the ongoing political
stalemate. However, the United Thai Nation party
maintained its stand, rejecting the MFP and its
proposal to amend the lése majesté law.
[ThaiPBSWorld 3]

OnJuly 25, then, the PTP cancelled a meeting of the
eight-party coalition originally scheduled for the same
day, saying that efforts of seeking support from parties
outside the alliance and from senators in a
parliamentary vote to select the new prime minister
had not made satisfactory progress. [Bangkok Post 1

Meanwhile, several protests have emerged offline and
online, calling for all parliamentarians to stand by the
results of the May 14 election, which saw the MFP and
PTP securing the lion's share of the 500 lower House
seats. [ThaiPBS, in Thai] [Thairath, in Thai]

At the same time, health workers have called out via
online platform against the feasible return of
Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin as public health
minister, citing that he is unfit for the position due to
his ineffective COVID-19 response, the disorderly policy
on the use of medical marijuana, and the delayed
budgetary decisions. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Parliament vote for next prime
minister postponed indefinitely after
legislature rejects renomination of MFP
leader Pita

(nk/ws/Im) Thailand is on the verge of a constitutional
crisis after Parliament President Wan Muhamad Noor
Matha on July 25 indefinitely postponed a planned joint
sitting of the legislature to vote for a new prime
minister. The decision was taken in light of a pending
Constitutional Court ruling on a rejected renomination
of progressive Move Forward Party (MFP) leader Pita
Limjaroenrat earlier this month. [Bangkok Post]

A joint sitting of both Houses of Parliament refused on
July 19 to allow Pita to be given a second ballot for the
prime ministership, with the House Speaker saying
that parliamentary regulations would prohibit the
resubmission of a failed motion during the same
parliamentary session. [CNN] [Deutsche Welle]
[Erance24]
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Pita was unopposed in the first contest earlier this
month but could not muster the required support
from the 749-member bicameral legislature [see AR
No. 29, July/2023, 3]. Last week, out of the 715
members present, 395 voted against the second
nomination, while 312 supported it, and eight
abstained. Pita himself didn't cast a vote as he had
already been temporarily suspended as lawmaker by
the Constitutional Court [see entry in this edition].

Following this, two academics petitioned the
Ombudsman to challenge Parliament’s decision to
reject Pita’s renomination as a prime ministerial
candidate. The two petitioners contended that the
legislature’s decision constituted a a breach of Rule 41
of parliamentary regulations, and thus, amounted to a
violation of rights and liberties enshrined in the
constitution.

In the same vein, 115 lecturers from 19 universities
issued a joint statement on July 24, opposing
Parliament's decision and claiming that the
constitution overrides parliamentary Rule 41, which is
in chapter two of the parliamentary meeting
regulations. The rule says that a motion which fails to
receive parliamentary approval cannot be resubmitted
in the same parliamentary session. The petitioners
argue that Rule 41 can be applied only for motions
submitted under chapter two, which is different from
the prime ministerial selection process, which falls
under sections 159 and 272 of the Constitution. They
also demand that parliament’s decision to be revoked.
[Thai PBS World]

It was against this backdrop that the Ombudsman on
July 24 asked the Constitutional Court to order
Parliament to postpone the next vote for the prime
minister and to rule on the rejected renomination of
Pita. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Constitutional Court suspends
MFP leader Pita from parliament after
accepting media shares case

(nk/ws/Im) Thailand’s Constitutional Court on July 19
ordered a temporary suspension of progressive Move
Forward Party leader and prime ministerial candidate
Pita Limjaroenrat from Parliament after accepting a
case against him alleging he was unqualified to run in
the country’s May 14 election. [Al Jazeera] [Euronews]

The case revolves around Pita’s alleged ownership of
42,000 shares in broadcaster ITV Pcl. Lawmakers are
forbidden from owning shares in media companies
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under Thailand's constitution, though the television
station in question has not broadcast since 2007.
Previously, Pita said he didn't own the shares but only
managed them as part of an estate left behind by his
father, who passed away in 2006 [see AIR No. 24,
June/2023, 2]. He has 15 days to respond to the case.

While the suspension does not prevent Pita from being
nominated as prime minister, he must leave
Parliament and will be unable to vote.

Thailand: Caretaker Prime Minister Prayut
rejects proposal to suspend formation of
new government until end of Senate’s
term

(Im) Thailand’s caretaker Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha has spoken against a proposal by two smaller
opposition parties - Thai Sang Thai and Fair parties - to
wait until the end of the Senate’s five-year term in May
next year before forming a new government. [Bangkok
Post]

Thailand: Anti-graft body petitioned to
investigate six Senators over alleged
irregularities in asset declaration

(Im) Ruangkrai Leekitwattana, a political activist whose
legal crusade led to the suspension of progressive
Move Forward Party leader Pita Limjaroenrat, on July
23 filed a petition with Thailand’s National Anti-
Corruption Commission, seeking an investigation into
alleged irregularities in a list of assets declared by six
Senators in May 2019. Notably, the six Senators were
among those who voted in favor of Pita’s bid for the
prime minister role on July 13. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Probe into five senior police
officials launched after raid on illegal
pubs

(Im) Police in Thailand’s Ratchaburi province have
launched an investigation into five senior officers
following a raid by a special unit of the Department of
Provincial Administration (DPA) on two unlicensed
pubs on July 22. The DPA unit conducted the raid with
officials from the Department of Juvenile Observation
and Protection after a tip-off that the pubs allowed
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customers under 20 years old to enter the premises,
stayed open until dawn and had a connection with
illicit drugs. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Ex-police chief accused of graft
in biometrics procurement case

(Im) Thailand’s anti-graft body, the National Anti-
Corruption Commission (NACC) plans to file charges
against former national police chief Pol. Gen. Chakthip
Chaijinda and three other high-level police officers in
connection with a USD 60.8 million purchase of
biometrics equipment for the Immigration Police
Bureau (IPB) in 2019. [Bangkok Post]

The graft case emerged when Sittra Biabungkerd,
secretary-general of the People's Lawyers Foundation,
petitioned the NACC to investigate the biometrics
procurement project after it was found the equipment
did not meet the specifications in the terms of
reference. The company contracted to supply the
equipment was also unable to deliver it to the Royal
Thai Police Office (RTPO) in six consignments as stated
in the contract. Despite these shortcomings, the RTPO
agreed to accept the equipment and extended the
handover deadline to June 2019, so the supplier did
not have to pay a fine of roughly USD 145,000 a day.

Thailand: Royal World Thailand clarifies
viral video, denies Princess Ubolratana's
endorsement of PM candidate

(nk) Royal World Thailand, a Facebook page known for
disseminating news about royal institutions, has
refuted claims that a viral video clip featuring what
appeared to be Princess Ubolratana Rajakanya
endorsing Pita Limjaroenrat, the Move Forward Party's
PM candidate, was authentic. Sceptics had questioned
the legitimacy of the voice in the video, leading the
Office of Princess Ubolratana to confirm that it was not
hers and that she rarely discusses politics. The video's
release before the second PM vote on July 19, 2023,
has raised suspicions of potential political motives
behind its dissemination.

Ultra-royalist groups, including the People's Centre to
Protect the Monarchy and the Thailand Help Centre for
Cyberbullying Victims, have submitted evidence to the
Technology Crime Suppression Division, alleging that
the video spreads false information about the royal
defamation law, which they assert protects the
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monarchy and should not be misused for political
purposes. With Princess Ubolratana previously
withdrawing her PM candidacy in 2019 due to
opposition from her brother, King Vajiralongkorn, the
video's emergence adds complexity to Thailand's
ongoing political landscape and draws attention to the
impact of social media in shaping political narratives.
[Royal World Thailand Facebook] [Prachatai]

Thailand: Thai teen activist found guilty of
royal defamation for mocking king at
protest

(nk) The Central Juvenile and Family Court in Thailand
found 17-year-old activist Noppasin Treelayapewat
guilty of royal defamation for wearing a crop top
during a protest in October 2020, where he allegedly
mocked the King. He was sentenced to 1 year in prison,
with the sentence suspended for 2 years, and fined
4,000 baht. Noppasin's sentencing is part of a
concerning trend where royal defamation complaints
are being filed against children, raising questions
about the authorities' responsibility for the
complicated trial process in juvenile court for minors
under 15.

The protest, known as the "Ratsadorn Catwalk,"
involved young activists expressing their demands for
monarchy reform and criticizing the government's
budget for the overseas exhibition of a fashion label
owned by the King's daughter. Despite facing legal
challenges and being assaulted during protests,
Noppasin remains unafraid of the royal defamation
law and calls for its repeal to prevent further attacks
on political dissidents. Amnesty International has
urged the Thai authorities to drop charges against him
and end the prosecution of child protesters,
highlighting the need to protect the rights of young
activists in the country. [Prachatai] [Thai Lawyers for
Human Rights

Timor-Leste: Government commits to
comprehensive legal revisions

(nk) Timor-Leste's Prime Minister Kay Rala Xanana
Gusmado has pledged to undertake a comprehensive
revision of existing laws to bolster democratic rule and
strengthen the country's legal framework. During his
presentation of his government's program to the
National Parliament, Gusmao outlined plans to review
laws related to the Special Administrative Region of
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0é-Cusse Ambeno (RAEO) and the Social Market
Special Economic Zone to ensure a clear separation of
powers and restructure their leadership.

Other laws on the agenda for review include those
governing the creation of Atadro Island as a
municipality, the judicial organization, the public
prosecutor, the public defender, internal security, civil
protection, martial arts, budget and financial
management, procurement and public contracts,
lifetime pension, tax, spatial planning, and anti-
corruption measures. Additionally, the IX Government
will conduct an immediate audit of various public
institutions within 120 days to bolster transparency
and accountability. [TATOLI]

Vietnam: Proposal of Global Minimum Tax
to be submitted to National Assembly

(km) In June 2021, the G7 countries agreed on a global
minimum tax of 15 percent to combat tax avoidance
by multinational corporations, set to take effect on
January 1, 2024, for companies with a total turnover of
EUR750 million (USD 800 million).

The General Department of Taxation announced that
the government of Vietnam is planning to submit its
global minimum tax proposal to National Assembly in
coming October for the approval.

It will affect multinationals in Vietnam such as
Samsung, Intel, LG, Bosch, Sharp, Panasonic, Foxconn
and Pegatron, etc. It is expected to be enforced in early
2024. The localized regulations in Vietnam will follow
the global program to combat base erosion and profit
shifting (BEPS), with extensive consultations planned
with relevant agencies and the business community.

Over 1,015 foreign direct investment (FDI) enterprises
in Vietnam could be subject to the global minimum tax,
affecting more than 70 of them in 2024, potentially
resulting in an additional tax collection of about VND
12 trillion (USD 507 million). [hanoitimes.vn]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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Group of Twenty bloc fails to reach
agreement on cutting fossil fuels; deep
fault lines visible

(Im) Consensus eluded a meeting of energy ministers
of the Group of Twenty (G20) of major economies that
ended on July 22 in India as member states failed to
agree on phasing down fossil fuels due to objections
by some producer nations. As a result, an outcome
statement and a chair summary instead of a joint
communique were issued at the end of the four-day
meeting in Bambolim. [Reuters]

The G20 ministers failed to agree on a roadmap to
phase down the consumption of fossil fuels and
expanding renewable energy, reflecting deep fault
lines between fossil fuel producers like Saudi Arabia
and Russia and importers like Germany and Japan.
[REI]

Geopolitics also played a role in scuppering the final
communique: the United States and the European
Union sought to include a paragraph about Russia's
war in Ukraine, while Moscow sought a mention of the
sabotage that closed down its Nord Stream gas
pipelines. However, China objected to any reference to
the war, arguing that the G20 should focus on global
economic and financial issues and is not the
appropriate forum for discussion of geopolitical and
security matters.

Some observers argue that the lack of common ground
among G20 nations on the low-carbon transition and
climate change does not augur well for the UN's COP28
climate conference in the United Arab Emirates later
this year. [Energy Intelligence]

BRICS currency not on August summit
agenda, 40 more countries want to join,
South Africa says
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(Im) A currency for the BRICS grouping of fast-
developing economies - Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa - will not be on the agenda of the
grouping's summit in Johannesburg next month, but
the five states will continue to switch away from the
U.S. dollar, South Africa's senior BRICS diplomat said
on July 20. [Reuters]

The South African diplomat also said that some 40
countries, including Argentina, Iran, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates, have formally or informally
approached BRICS countries to register their interest in
joining the bloc. [Voice of America]

Except for Russian President Vladimir Putin, who can't
travel to South Africa because he's wanted by an
International Criminal Court warrant for alleged
responsibly of war crimes in Ukraine, all the BRICS
heads of state will be attending the summit in person
next month. Moscow will be represented by Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov. [Deutsche Welle]

Wang Yi attends BRICS NSA meeting

(nyb) Director of the Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee Foreign Affairs Commission Office Wang Yi
attended the BRICS National Security Advisors (NSA)
and High Representatives on National Security
meeting, that was held in South Africa took place from
July 24-25.

In his address, Wang called for more “practical
cooperation” between the BRICS countries in tackling
global security challenges. Addressing the Global South
as “collection of emerging market countries and
developing countries,” that are facing the challenge of
“resisting external interference and infiltration, and
maintaining political security,” he suggested boosting
South-South cooperation, with the BRICs “lead[ing] the
Global South in solidarity and self-empowerment,
jointly safeguard national security and stability, and
promote the construction of an equal and orderly
multipolar world.” [CGTN]

Across both days, Wang met leaders from South Africa,
Russia, Iran, India, and other countries. Discussions
mainly involved strategic cooperation, the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), and support of multilateralism.

On July 24, Wang Yi met with Indian National Security
Advisor Amit Doval. The two sides discussed enhancing
mutual trust, supporting multilateralism, and clarifying
each other's geopolitical stance. [Xinhua 1]
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Wang also met with Nikolai Patrushev, secretary of
Russian Security Council. Both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to further deepen strengthen strategic
communication and the synergy between the Belt and
Road Initiative and the Eurasian Economic Union, with
Wang calling on Russia and China to “work together to
oppose hegemonic and high-handed acts.” [Xinhua 2]

A meeting between with Celso Luiz Nunes Amorim,
chief advisor of the President of Brazil, also took place,
in which ways to deepen strategic cooperation, the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), and the Brazil development
strategies like the reindustrialization and growth
acceleration program. [Xinhua 3]

In addition, Wang met with Secretary of Iran's Supreme
National Security Council Ali Akbar Ahmadian to
reaffirm China’s support for Iran in “safeguarding its
national sovereignty and dignity” as well as China's
opposition to “external interference in Iran's internal
affairs.” Also discussed was she implementation of the
China-lran comprehensive cooperation plan and the
BRI. [Xinhua 4]

On July 25, Wang held a meeting with South African
Minister of International Relations and Cooperation to
discuss the BRI, post-pandemic ties, and multipolarity.
[Xinhua 5]

The Chinese diplomat further made remarks on cyber-
security and put forward four suggestions for
maintaining network security: building a fair and
reasonable cyberspace governed by the UN, creating
an open and inclusive cyber space, as well as a safe
and stable cyber space in accordance with principles of
the UN charter, as well as, ensure a vibrant cyberspace
that is “people-orientated” and follow “intelligence for
good” principles. [Xinhua 6]

Top nuclear envoys of South Korea, Japan,
and US denounce North Korea's latest
missile test

(cx/gy) The top nuclear envoys of South Korea, Japan,
and the US met in Japan on July 20 to condemn North
Korea's latest ballistic missile launch.

The envoys included Kim Gunn, special representative
for Korean Peninsula peace and security affairs, and
his US and Japanese counterparts, Sung Kim and
Takehiro Funakoshi. The three sides discussed ways to
counter North Korea’s continued provocation and
agreed to increase efforts to prevent illicit revenue
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from supporting the North's nuclear and missile
development program.

The three envoys also affirmed that the three countries
remain open to dialogue with North Korea and will
strengthen coordination to encourage North Korea on
the path to denuclearization.

They also discussed the leader summit that will be held
at Camp David, Maryland, on August 18 (see article in
this edition).

Kim and Funakoshi met separately to denounce North
Korea's “unprecedented” number of provocations and
agreed to strengthen the implementation of United
Nations Security Council resolutions on North Korea
and request China's constructive involvement.
[Yonhap] [Japan Today]

Japan’s first-ever live fire demonstration
of Surface-to-Ship missile

(dql) Japan's Self Defense Force (JSDF) conducted for
the first time a live fire demonstration of its Type 12
Surface-to-Ship missile (SSM), their most advanced
anti-ship missile, during the Exercise Talisman Sabre
2023 that kicked off on July 21 and will run until August
4,

Further live-fire activity included strike capabilities of a
US High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS),
South Korea's K-9 self-propelled howitzers, and
Australian and US M-777A2 towed artillery systems, as
wel as US air capabilities such as F-35B Lightning Il
Joint Strike Fighter, AC-130 gunship, UH-1 Viper and
AH-1 Cobra attack helicopters.

The live-fire activity is one element of Exercise
Talisman Sabre 2023. Involving more than 30,000
military personnel from 13 nations, it will see also
amphibious landings, ground force maneuver, air
combat and maritime operations and logistics
activities.

Mongolia-European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development: New
financing agreement discussed

(tb) Mongolian Minister of Finance Javkhlan Bold
recently held a meeting with Zsuzsanna Hargitai, the
Managing Director of the European Bank for
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Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) for Central
Asia, along with Hannes Takacs, the EBRD Resident
Representative in Mongolia.

During the meeting, they discussed the ongoing
projects in the infrastructure, road, and energy sectors,
which are being implemented under the USD 300
million General Financing Agreement signed with
Mongolian authorities in 2019. Additionally, they
deliberated on the specifics of a new General Financing
Agreement and reached a consensus to approve the
list of projects to be undertaken this year. [Aki Press]

The EBRD funded 136 projects in Mongolia up until
today and has invested about EUR 2,250 million in the
country. The primary focus lies on diversification,
sustainable growth, responsible mining, institutions,
infrastructure, and private sector development. Most
projects are aimed at supporting private sector
companies and banks. [EBRD]

Mongolia participates in the United
Nations High Level Political Forum on
Sustainability and Development

(tb) A Mongolian delegation has presented its
Voluntary National Review of the Sustainability and
Development Goals at the United Nation High Level
Political Forum on Sustainable Development, held from
July 10-19 n New York.

The delegation engaged in bilateral meetings with the
heads of delegations from various countries, including
a meeting with Simonas Gentvilas, the Minister of
Environment of Lithuania.

During this meeting, both parties discussed
environmental issues faced by their respective
countries, measures being taken to mitigate their
adverse impacts, and strategies to adapt to these
challenges. They also highlighted the importance of
implementing afforestation activities.

Moreover, Lithuania extended an invitation to
representatives from Mongolia to observe the
successful implementation of sustainable waste
management practices aligned with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). [Aki Press]

Mongolia-European Union: Humanitarian
assistance


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-gy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-gj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-gt/

(tb) The European Union has earmarked EUR 50,000 to
offer urgent humanitarian aid to families impacted by
the floods that occurred in early July and severely
affected various areas of the capital, Ulaanbaatar. The
assistance is set to benefit more than 11,000
individuals residing in the most heavily affected
communities.

The allocated funding is a component of the European
Union's broader contribution to the Disaster Relief
Emergency Fund (DREF) managed by the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC). The financial assistance provided by the
European Union will be utilized to aid the Mongolian
Red Cross Society (MRCS) in facilitating the urgent
evacuation, distributing of essential shelter items, and
funding MRCS personnel to bring awareness within
communities about flood prevention and
preparedness.

Between July 3 and 10, Mongolia experienced
relentless and intense rainfall, leading to significant
water level increases in numerous rivers and
widespread flooding across various regions. The
disastrous floods also caused damage to critical
infrastructure. [Aki Press]

Mongolia-European Union: 6th Human
Rights Dialogue held

(tb) The 6t Human Rights Dialogue between the
European Union and Mongolia took place virtually on
July 18. Both parties engaged in extensive discussions
concerning a wide spectrum of human rights-related
matters.

They emphasized the rules-based international order
and combatting discrimination. Moreover, they
discussed judicial system strengthening, protection of
human rights defenders, and cooperation on
international human rights efforts. [Aki Press]

South Korea, Japan, and US to hold
summit at Camp David on August 18

(cx) President Yoon Suk-yeol will hold a trilateral
summit with US President Joe Biden and Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida at Camp David on August
18. The summit will mark the first time the three
leaders meet solely for a trilateral meeting, and not on
the sidelines of a multilateral gathering.
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At Camp David, the three leaders are expected to
discuss ways to bolster deterrence against North
Korea's nuclear and missile program as the regime has
recently increased its weapons testing. The three
leaders are also expected to access compliance on
their agreement to share North Korea missile warning
data in real time. [Yonhap]

Sri Lanka, EU, World Bank, Frangaise de
Développement: Sri Lanka to improve
management of public finances with EUR
9.8 million grant

(If) Sri Lanka has signed several financing agreements
to secure a EUR 9.8 million grant to strengthen its
management of public finances. The agreement signed
with the European Union (EU), World and Francaise de
Développement (AFD) will support improving
transparency in how public funds are spent, limiting
corruption, and increasing legitimacy in regard to Sri
Lanka's economy.

The multilateral effort will specifically target the Sri
Lanka's National Audit Office, hoping to strengthen the
institution and expand its scope of operations to
include specialized tasks, such as procurement and
environmental audits.

The grant is part of a growing development
relationship between the EU and Sri Lanka, which has
seen the former provide EUR one billion to Colombo
for sector-based programs. Likewise, the AFD, France's
own development agency, has cooperated with Sri
Lanka to rebuild essential infrastructure in the wake of
the Sri Lankan Civil War, which ended in 2009.
Although not formally associated, the program is in
line with a crackdown on corruption and an emphasis
placed on transparency within Sri Lanka’s economy
implemented in the wake of the IMF agreement Sri
Lanka achieved in May 2023. [Daily Mirror] [AED]
[EEAS]

Taiwan pledges to bolster climate
resilience with Pacific allies

(ed) Taiwan's foreign minister signed a joint statement
with officials from Tuvalu, Palau, the Marshall Islands
and Nauru at the 2023 Pacific Climate Change Forum
on July 19. The joint statement pledged to boost
climate resilience in the Pacific region. Taiwan'’s foreign
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ministry stated it would “stand firm with [its] Pacific
allies in the fight for climate justice”.

Tuvalu, Palau, the Marshall Islands and Nauru are the
four remaining states in the Asia-Pacific region that
hold official diplomatic relations with Taiwan, out of
only 13 worldwide. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan,
Twitter] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan]

Laos receives funding from MGC meeting
for program implementation

(ws) During the 12th Mekong-Ganga Cooperation
(MGC) meeting, Laos received substantial benefits in
the form of USD 500,000 worth of subsidies. These
funds will be utilized for the implementation of 11
development programs in the country, focused on
poverty reduction efforts as part of the 2019-2022
MGC action program.

The participating countries agreed to further
strengthen their cooperation, with a focus on
revitalizing the economy in the region. This
collaboration will extend to various sectors, including
health, information technology, small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs), and agriculture.

The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) serves as a
significant collaboration between India and countries
along the Mekong River, including Thailand, Myanmar,
Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. It covers various fields
such as tourism, culture, education, and
transportation, aiming to foster mutual development
and cooperation among the member nations.
[Vientiane Times]

Laos receives extra USD 20.8 million from
USA and Norway for UXO clearance

(ws) The governments of the United States of America
and Norway have made a significant long-term
commitment to support the unexploded ordnance
(UXO) sector in Laos. They have collectively pledged
over USD 20.8 million to Norwegian People's Aid (NPA)
to facilitate survey and clearance operations in four
southern provinces.

On June 29, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs approved a
new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that will
be valid until October 31, 2024. This MOU enables NPA
to enhance its capacity for conducting surveys,
clearance, and explosive ordnance risk education
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activities in Attapeu, Champassak, Saravan, and
Xekong provinces.

The substantial increase in funding, amounting to
nearly USD 20 million from the US Department of State
and approximately USD 850,000 from the Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, will significantly accelerate
the vital life-saving work to eliminate the threat of
cluster munitions and other UXO.

As a result, socio-economic benefits will be brought to
thousands of families in the four provinces, directly
benefiting nearly 30,000 people. Moreover, the funding
will create job opportunities for over 820 local
individuals in southern Laos, as NPA plans to hire more
than 400 new staff members to carry out the
operations. [Vientiane Times]

Philippines ceases its involvement with
International Criminal Court on ‘war on
drugs’ probe

(ccf) On July 21, President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.
announced that the Philippine government will no
longer communicate with the International Criminal
Court (ICC) in regards to an investigation into the “war
on drugs"” carried out by his predecessor Rodrigo
Duterte. Marcos said the ICC has no jurisdiction over
the Philippines, just days after the court rejected the
Philippines’ appeal to block a probe into the thousands
of killings committed under former President Rodrigo
Duterte [see AIR No. 29, July/2023, 3]. [Philippine News
Agency] [Manila Times] [Deutsche Welle]

Marcos' refusal to cooperate mirrors that of his
predecessor, who also argued that the ICC has no
jurisdiction over the Southeast Asian nation. Under
Duterte, the Philippines withdrew from the Hague-
based court in March 2018 following the launch of the
investigation into the drugs war [see AIR (3/3/2018)]

Japanese minister visits Bangladesh to
discuss economic cooperation

(na) On July 23, the Japanese minister for economy,
trade, and industry visited Bangladesh for two days to
strengthen economic cooperation between the two
countries. He expressed Tokyo's full support in helping
Dhaka achieve its goal of becoming a high-income
country by 2041.
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During his visit, he discussed various areas of
collaboration with the state minister for foreign Affairs
and the commerce minister. The state minister
informed about ongoing mega projects under the
Bangladesh-Japan partnership and invited more
Japanese investment in sectors like infrastructure, ICT,
human resources development, and renewable
energy. [UNB]

The ministers also shared progress on the ongoing
negotiations for an Economic Partnership Agreement
(EPA) between Japan and Bangladesh, aiming to
elevate trade relations. Additionally, they addressed
the continuation of duty-free and quota-free access for
Bangladeshi products in the Japanese market beyond
2026. [The Business Standard]

Cambodia-US, China: Responses to
outcome of general election

(dgl) The US and China have responded in diametrically
opposed way to the victory of the Cambodian People’s
Party (CPP) of Prime Minister Hun Sen in the general
election last Sunday, July 23 (see article in this

edition).

On the same day of the election the US Department of
State announced visa bans on “individuals who
undermined democracy,” and a suspension of “certain
foreign assistance programs,” citing “threats and
harassment against the political opposition, media,
and civil society,” ahead of the vote that “denied the
Cambodian people a voice and a choice in determining
the future of their country.” [Department of State,
USA]

Chinese President Xi Jinping, for his part, extended a
congratulatory note to Hen Sen, welcoming his election
victory and lauding that Cambodia “under the correct
leadership of the royal government headed by Hun
Sen, has achieved political stability, economic
development and better living standards, while the
country's international and regional status has been
continuously promoted.” He reassured that China “will,
as always, support Cambodia in pursuing a
development path suited to its national conditions.”
[Xinhua]

China-US: Xi Jinping meets Henry Kissinger

(gy) Chinese President Xi Jinping welcomed former U.S.
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger on July 20 at the
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Diaoyutai State Guesthouse's building number five —
where the “old friend” met with then premier Zhou
Enlaiin 1971. The veteran diplomat's surprise visit,
which is outside the official roster of meetings, has
been commonly seen as a rapprochement between
Washington and Beijing amid divergences over a range
of issues including human rights, trade, and national
security.

During their conversation, Xi underscored Kissinger's
“historic contribution to promoting the development of
China-U.S. relations,” adding his hope that “other
people of foresight in the United States could continue
to play a constructive role in restoring China-U.S.
relations to the right track,” as the two countries “are
once more at a crossroads, and both sides must once
again make a choice.” Kissinger, in response,
emphasized the need to “appreciate the utmost
importance China attaches to the one-China principle.”
[Xinhua]

In December, he had criticized both the previous and
the current administration of Donald Trump and Joe
Biden for their approaches to China, accusing them of
ignorance of diplomatic style as a dialogue usually
starts “with a statement of Chinese iniquities,” followed
by an “emphasis on the Taiwan issue,” causing
discussions to be “stymied.” [Henry Kissinger, website]

In a separate meeting a day earlier, Wang Yi, the
Director of the Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee Foreign Affairs Commission Office,
appeared to be more assertive and told Kissinger that
it was “not possible to try to transform China, even less
to encircle or contain China,” adding that the current
US government was in need of “Kissinger-style
diplomatic wisdom and Nixon-style political courage.”
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

The US State Department commented that Kissinger
was visiting “under his own volition” and “not acting on
behalf of the US government.” [Department of State,
USA]

Albeit US-China tit-for-tat escalations among a series of
issues, there is cautious optimism that official
dialogues may restart following a recent string of visits
made by US officials including the Secretary of State
Antony Blinken [see AiR No. 25, June/2023, 3], the
Secretary of the Treasury Janet Yellen [see AR No. 28,
July/2023, 2], and the first Special Presidential Envoy
for Climate John Kerry (see article in this edition).

Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo is possibly next in
line despite the alleged Chinese hacking of her
department’s emails. [CBS] [BBC]
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China-US: Climate envoy John Kerry'’s visit
yields no breakthrough on climate
agreements

(gy) The US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John
Kerry concluded his trip to China on July 19. During his
four-day trip, Kerry met Director of the Chinese
Communist Party Central Committee Foreign Affairs
Commission Office Wang Yi, Premier Li Qiang, and his
climate envoy counterpart Xie Zhenhua, among others.

Kerry is the third high-level visit within weeks after US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and US Secretary
[see AIR No. 25, June/2023, 3] of the Treasury Yellen
[see AiR No. 28, July/2023, 2]. The bilateral discussions
marked the resumption of dialogue between the two
countries since Beijing suspended climate cooperation
with Washington in August 2022 in response to former
Speaker of the House of Representatives Nancy
Pelosi's Taiwan visit last August [see AIR No. 32,
August/2022, 2].

Wrapping up the results of his talks, Kerry revealed
that close-door meetings led to a commitment from
both sides to hold regular talks, including one
scheduled in the coming weeks. While now
breakthroughs in terms of new climate agreements
have been reached, the agreement on regular
communication is seen as a positive sign of a
commitment on both sides to restore trust amid
heightened tensions on multiple fronts. [Palitico] [The
Washington Times]

However, concrete climate cooperation appears
difficult. While Kerry urged Beijing to step up climate
actions and to “decarbonize the power sector, cut
methane emissions, and reduce deforestation,” as well
as to “take additional steps to enhance its climate
ambition,” Chinese President Xi Jinping underscored in
a speech at the National Conference on Ecological and
Environmental Protection that “the path towards the
[climate] goals, as well as the manner, pace and
intensity of efforts to achieve them, should and must
be determined by the country itself, rather than
swayed by others.” [US Department of State] [Xinhual]

Wang, meanwhile, linked climate cooperation between
the two countries to political pre-conditions. In his
meeting with Kerry, China's top diplomat pointed out
that China-U.S. cooperation on climate was
inseparable from “the overall environment of China-
U.S. relations,” adding his hope for the US to “adopt a
rational, pragmatic and positive policy toward China,
continue to adhere to the one-China principle, properly
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handle the Taiwan question, and work with China to
manage bilateral relations in accordance with the
principles of mutual respect, peaceful co-existence and
win-win cooperation.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China]

China expresses discontent over Taiwan
presidential candidate US visit

(nyb) China has criticized the U.S for its plan to host
Taiwanese Vice-President and presidential candidate
William Lai during a ‘stop over’ to visit Latin American
allies.

Taiwan'’s foreign ministry announced on July 17 that Lai
will stop over in the US on the way and back from
attending the inauguration of Paraguay's president
Santiago Pefia on August 15.

Although Lai's visit will not include any high-level
meeting or a visit to Washington, China considers the
US hosting of Lai a provocation. The Chinese foreign
ministry said China will take forceful measures to
defend national sovereignty and territorial integrity.
[Associated Press] [Financial Times]

China-US: Senate passes amendment to
ban export of Strategic Pretoleum Reserve
oil to China

(nyb) On July 20, the US Senate overwhelmingly passed
an amendment to block oil sale to China from the
Strategic Pretoleum Reserve. Chinese media called the
move a “political trick with little impact.”

The bill bars the sale of petroleum products to entities
that are under “ownership, control, or influence” of the
Chinese Communist Party.

The amendment received bipartisan support with 85 to
14 votes in favor. Both Democrat and Republican
senators have cited national security concerns for their
votes. The bill will be added to the amendment to
National Defense Authorization Act which is expected
to pass later this year. [Reuters] [Global Times]

US Senator leader wants to sanction
China over its alleged role in Fentanyl
crisis
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(nyb) Senate majority leader Chuck Schumer pushed
for bipartisan effort to sanction China in the upcoming
defense bill over its alleged role in producing and
trafficking Fentanyl precursor chemicals which fuel the
opioid crisis in the US.

China accused the US of using the crisis as an excuse
to impose various sanctions on Chinese companies
and divert public attention from what it characterizes
as a domestic issue. Beijing has offered to work with
other nations including the US and Mexico to tackle
drug trafficking.

The Chinese embassy in Mexico has also issued a
statement denying that the precursor chemicals used
by Mexican cartels came from China.

The Senate has also pushed for a further inclusion of
an investment tracker on outbound investment to
China in this bill. [Reuters1] [Reuters?]

China-US: Top US official discuss with
leading companies chip export curbs

(nyb) Top officials of the Biden administration,
including the US Commerce Secretary, National
Economic Council Director, and National Security
Council Director, met with chip companies' executives
to discuss China policy amidst calls from lobby groups
to “refrain from further restrictions.” Among the
represented firms were Intel, Qualcomm, and Nvidia.

The discussion involved speeding up disbursement of
government funds previously set aside for
semiconductor firms via the CHIPS Act to ensure US
firms are not completely shut of the Chinese market.

In an earlier move, Secretary of State Antony Blinken
also discussed supply chains and industry
developments with executives following his trip to
China.

The meetings came amidst the Semiconductor
Industry Association’s call for the administration to
“refrain from further restrictions” of chip sales to the
lucrative Chinese market.

The call came after a series of US curbs on microchip
sales to China as well as international efforts to
hamper Chinese chip production, such as the ban of
Dutch exports of lithography technology to China. It
also came after China announced restrictions on the
export of materials that are used to construct chips
[see AiR No. 28, July/2023, 2]. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]
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US suspends funding to Wuhan lab over
non-compliance

(gy) The U.S. has halted federal funding to China's
Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV) for the lab’s “failure
to provide documentation on [its] research requested
by [the National Institutes of Health] related to
concerns that [the lab] violated NIH's biosafety
protocols.”

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
has been scrutinizing its operations, concluding that
the institute “is not compliant with federal regulations
and is not presently responsible.”

Researchers at the institute have repeatedly refuted
the lab leak theory. However, China has been accused
of blocking international experts from a wide
examination of the facility and its operations. [Reuters]

China expected to monitor joint military
exercise near Australia

(gy) The Australian defense force anticipates that
Chinese military will attempt to monitor Talisman
Sabre, a regional military training exercise involving
30,000 personnel from 13 states, including the US and
neighboring Pacific countries. The operation will be
joined by two new participants, Germany and
Indonesia, and run from 21 July to 4 August 2023.

This concern is not unfounded, as in 2021, the
Australian government reported the Chinese auxiliary
general intelligence vessel Tianwangxing when it
approached Australia's east coast. The vessel remained
outside Australian territorial waters but within
Australia’s exclusive economic zone.

General Brigadier Damian Hill, the director of the
exercise, said he expected Chinese intelligence to show
up. “Even though they're not invited, they still turn up,”
he said. “But they haven't asked to be invited either.”

Hill confirmed that Australia and other countries will
take appropriate measures to protect communications
during the exercise. [Guardian]

China-UK: MI6 allocates most resources to
China mission
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(gy) During a panel discussion organized by political
magazine Politico in Prague Richard Moore, the chief of
M16, Britain's foreign intelligence service, highlighted
that his agency was allocating “more resources to
China than any other mission,” and warned against
China's intelligence operations in the West and its
capabilities that he called “huge,” adding that “they
[China] deploy overseas in large numbers.”

He further accused China of being an accomplice in
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, as it has lent its support
to Russia through diplomatic engagement, abstaining
in key votes at the UN, and propagating the Russian
narrative of the invasion especially in African and Latin
American countries, according to Moore.

He concluded that Russia has become the junior in the
Beijing-Moscow partnership, which has damaged
Putin's reputation. [Politico] [The Guardian]

First senior Ukrainian officials’ visit to
China since the invasion

(gy) Ukraine's Deputy Economy Minister Taras Kachka
met with China's Vice Commerce Minister Ling Ji in
Beijing on 20 July, marking Ukraine's first senior official
visit to China since the Russian invasion.

During the meeting Ling reaffirmed China’s willingness
to increase the import of products from Ukraine and
enhance bilateral economic and trade cooperation
between the two countries, according to the ministry's
statement. [Ministry of Commerce, China, in Chinese]
[Ministry of Commerce, China, in Chinese] [Reuters]

Meanwhile, a Chinese consular building has been
damaged in a third successive night of air strikes on
southern Ukrainian port cities, Ukrainian officials
confirmed. The consulate is located in Odesa’s city
center next to the port.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the
attack on the port of Chornomorsk destroyed 60,000
tons of agricultural products destined for China.

On 17 July, Russia publicly refused to extend the Black
Sea grain deal with Ukraine, which had expired the day
before. Russia had repeatedly threatened to terminate
the deal unless the EU sanctions were lifted.
[Guardian] [MFA of China]
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China-Algeria: Xi meets Algerian President
in Beijing

(Nyb) On July 18, President Xi Jinping held talks with
Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune in Beijing
during the latter's five-day visit to China.

During the meeting, Xi thanked Algeria for its support
on Taiwan and Xinjiang and reaffirmed China’s support
for Algeria in safeguarding its national sovereignty and
territorial integrity. They also stressed the need for
close political and security cooperation.

The Algerian president remarked that China is the
most important friend and partner of Algeria.

The two sides also discussed the implementation of
the Belt and Road Initiative and other infrastructure,
petrochemicals, mining, and agriculture projects.

In recent years, Chinese companies like the state-
owned Power Construction Group (PowerChina) has
been involved in multiple infrastructure and energy
projects in Algeria such as a solar power station in
Southern Algeria. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]
[Global Times] [Reuters]

China-South Africa: Senior Communist
Party official met with South African
President

(nyb) Head of Chinese Communist Party Central
Committee Liu Jianchao met with South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa in Johannesburg. The
meeting was part of a visit of a delegation of the
Chinese Communist Party to South Africa to attend the
BRICS Political Parties Plus Dialogue held from July 18-
20.

According to Chinese state media, the two sides
agreed to work together to implement the consensus
reached between Ramaphosa and Chinese President Xi
Jinping at the G20 summit in Bali in November last
year.

They also agreed to strengthen interparty exchanges
and multilateral cooperation between the two BRICS
member states. [Xinhua]

Chinese police chief meets Thai Deputy
PM
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(nyb) Chinese police chief Wang Xiaohong met with
Thai Deputy PM Wissanu Krea-ngam in Beijing on July
19. The two sides agreed to deepen collaboration in
law enforcement and security. [Xinhua]

India, Japan sign agreement, set blueprint
for semiconductor development

(Ir) The governments of India and Japan have agreed to
cooperate on semiconductor chip development by
signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).
Meeting in New Delhi on June 20, Indian Electronics
and Information Technology Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and Japan'’s Minister of Economy, Trade and
Industry Yasutoshi Nishimura signed the agreement
which will see the two nations collaborate on
semiconductor design, manufacturing and
development. The MoU also establishes plans for a for
an ‘implementation organization’ which will facilitate
government and industry cooperation.

Japan is one of the world's leading semiconductor
nations, with around 100 domestic manufacturing
plants. With heightened emphasis placed on the
semiconductor ecosystem in the light of rising tensions
between China and Taiwan, the latter of which houses
the world’s leading semiconductor manufacturer
TSMC, and the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on
chip production, Japan is now the second QUAD
nation, after the US, to partner with India in attempt to
secure the global supply chain. The diversification of
Semiconductor manufacturing is a key priority for
India, with Minister Vaishnaw calling the agreement “a
big milestone” and highlighting the potential for the
sharing and technology and skills as a significant
positive. [Economic Times] [BQ Prime]

Indian Navy gifts warship to Vietnam
reflecting deepening defence ties

(If) On July 22, the Indian Defence Forces gifted the
decommissioned warship INS Kirpan to the Vietnam
People’s Navy (VPN), reflecting the growing defence
ties between India and Vietnam. The vessel, which is
still fully operational, was formally handed over in a
ceremony hosted by Indian Navy Chief Admiral R. Hari
Kumar and the Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the
VPN Rear Admiral Pham Manh Hung.

The handover is the first instance of India gifting a fully
operational, in-service corvette to any foreign nation,
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but is a natural evolution within India-Vietnam defence
ties. Last year India gifted 12 high-speed boats to the
VPN and extended a USD 100 million line of credit for
the nation. Trades of this nature are part of the
‘Defence Partnership towards 2030’ agreement signed
by the two nations in June 2022 in Hanoi, which has
increased security and defence collaboration between
India and Vietnam in response to the growing
provocative actions of China in the Indo-Pacific region.

China’s growing presence was addressed by Admiral
Kumar in a speech given at the handover ceremony, in
which he highlighted the importance of bilateral
security collaboration so that no “single nation” could
serve their own interests on the seas, a thinly veiled
reference to China. [Hindustan Times]

German ministers visit India, seek to woo
New Delhi to tackle supply dependencies
with China

(If/Im) Two German cabinet heavyweights, Vice-
Chancellor and Economy Minister Robert Habeck and
Labor Minister Hubertus Heil, commenced a three-day
visit to India on July 20, as Berlin seeks to diversify its
energy resources and develop economic ties in Asia
separate from China. The two ministers travelled to
India ahead of crucial Group of Twenty labour and
energy minister meetings hosted by the South Asian
nation on July 22.

In New Delhi, the two German ministers urged deeper
co-operation between Germany and India to facilitate
investments between the two nations. They also
continued the German government's strategy of
courting Indian skilled workers for immigration, in
order to fill shortages in doctors, nurses and IT
workers.

However, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was the primary
topic which he addressed during his trip’s first day, as
he urged the Indian government to condemn Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. Habeck emphasised Germany's
stance that Moscow's actions towards Ukraine were
immoral and encouraged New Delhi to side with the
European Union, maintaining “you can't stay neutral if
there's injustice.” The vice-chancellor further
emphasised that he understood India and Russia
maintain a cordial and productive bilateral relationship
but stated that India taking a firm line on the war
would “help in [Germany-India’s] relationship.”

The visit by the two ministers is the latest in a recent
series of high-level trips to India by German
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government officials, as New Delhi has become an
important target of Berlin's efforts to diversify trade
relations and extend its geopolitical partnerships.
Foreign and Security Policy Advisor Jens Plétner and
Chancellor Olaf Scholz visited India separately in
February [see AiR No. 9, February/2023, 4], while
Defence Minister Boris Pistorius did so in June, signing
a deal to sell German submarines [see AiR No. 23,
June/2023, 1].

However, bids to strengthen ties with India have not
gone down so well in neighbouring France. A recent
visit to the country by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who was a guest of honour at France's traditional
Bastille Day was widely criticised by NGOs and
politicians from opposition parties who raised issues
such as human rights abuses, attacks on journalists
and the media, growing authoritarianism, the arrest of
government critics, repression of Muslim minorities,
and restriction on freedom of assembly. [Deutsche
Welle] [The Wire] [EURACTIV] [WION]

United States concerned by sexual assault
video from Manipur

(Im) The United States has expressed its concerns over
the violence in India’s Manipur state, brought to
international attention from a video shared on social
media showing a mob sexually assault two minority
Kuki women. Washington encouraged a peaceful
resolution through negotiations and dialogues, whilst
also hoping that humanitarian aid could be provided
for provided for all affected parties and that places of
worship and homes could be protected. India has yet
to respond to the statement. [BBC] [Reuters]

Indonesia-France: Cooperation in defense
to be deepened

(ys) The Indonesian Minister of Foreign Affairs Retno
Marsudi and Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto met
with French Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs
Catherine Colonna and Minister for the Armed Forces
Sébastien Lecornu in Paris, France. The meeting marks
the first 2+2 high-level meeting with a European
country for Indonesia, coming as both countries have
been strengthening bilateral cooperation, especially in
the field of defense and security with Indonesia
acquiring weapons from French defense
manufacturers.
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During the meeting, the ministers discussed defense
cooperation through operational interactions as well
as technological and industrial partnerships.

The issue of Indo-Pacific was also addressed,
highlighting Indonesia as chairman of ASEAN this
year.

Retno and Colonna also held a separate meeting to
discuss cooperation in the political, economic and
cultural aspects. [Ministry for Europe and Foreign
Affairs of France] [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia-Afghanistan: Visit of Taliban
representative to Jakarta

(dqgl) Indonesia'’s foreign ministry has confirmed a
recent visit by a representative of the Taliban to
Indonesia.

The confirmation came after a July 14 statement of the
Afghan foreign ministry according to which the Taliban
delegate visited the Afghan embassy in Jakarta to hold
meetings with “scholars, politicians, and businessmen
in Indonesia to strengthen the bilateral political and
economic relations.”

Over the past month, Taliban delegations have visited
other countries such as Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan
to discuss border issues. In Qatar talks with the
European Union and the US were held. [La Prensa
Latina]

Japan-Croatia: Cooperation to be
deepened

(dgl) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi
held a meeting with his Croatian counterpart Gordan
Grlic Radman on July 19. The meeting was part of
Radman'’s visit to Japan, which saw also talks with Yohei
Sasakawa, Chairman of the Nippon Foundation, known
for its funding of human capacity building programs.

During their conversation, the two foreign ministers
pledged to continue to deepen cooperation between
their countries through communication on various
levels and to further intensify human exchanges
through the Air Services Agreement that was signed on
the same day to pave the way for regular flights
between Japan and Croatia. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Japan] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Croatia]
[nippon.com]
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Japan-Germany: German Army Chief's
visit

(dql) In a first in ten years, the Japan Ground Self-
Defense Forces (JGSDF) received the official visit of
Lieutenant General Alfons Mais, Chief of the German
Army, from July 24-26. A visit to the JGSDF Fuji School
covered equipment observation, a live-fire
demonstration, and a test-ride of a Type-10 tank and a
Type-16 maneuver combat vehicle.

The JGSDF announced that in future the land forces of
Japan and Germany will work together in combined
arms capability. [Japan Ground Self-Defense Forces,
twitter]

PM Kishida wraps up Gulf tour with trip to
Qatar

(gy) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida visited
Qatar on 19 July, concluding his Gulf tour that included
also visits to Saudi-Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates [see AiR No. 29, July/2023, 3] and focused on
energy security and cooperation.

He was the first Japanese PM to visit Doha in ten years.
During his tour, Kishida and Gulf leaders discussed
"how to deal with energy challenges" to stably supply
following Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

Japan heavily depends on imports to meet its crude oil
needs, with the bulk of its supplies coming from Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar. But as the oil-rich Gulf
states shift towards cleaner energy sources, Japan
attempts to offer its renewable energy technologies to
assist decarbonization.

"By combining respective strengths of Gulf states and
Japan, oil producers in the Middle East will be
transformed to global green energy hubs, exporting
decarbonized energy and critical minerals," Kishida
told reporters. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]
Dapan Today]

Laos attracts USD 835 million investment
from China

(ws) During the first overseas industrial investment
promotion event of the Asia-Potash International
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Intelligent Industrial Park in Khammuan province, an
Investment Cooperation Memorandum worth USD 835
million was signed.

The event, held from July 3 to 6 in Guangzhou, China,
was sponsored by the Ministry of Industry and
Commerce and the Khammuan Provincial
Government. The conference resulted in the signing of
10 projects with a total investment of USD 835 million,
covering industrial chain projects like chlorine-alkali,
bromine deep processing, zinc-bromine flow battery
energy storage, as well as emerging industry projects
in biological science and intelligent manufacturing.

Laos is actively attracting significant attention from
Chinese enterprises, investors, and financial
institutions due to its remarkable advantages in
resources, energy, labor, and market.

The materialization of these projects will benefit Laos
by reducing reliance on imports, earning more foreign
exchange through exports, increasing foreign
exchange reserves, and boosting residents' income.
[Vientiane Times]

Laos, China to increase power trade for
power supply balancing

(ws) Laos and China are set to increase cross-border
power trade following a cooperation deal signed
between Electricite du Laos (EDL) and China Southern
Power Grid (CSG).

The 500kV power trade deal aims to enhance trade
volume and balance power surplus and shortages on
both sides. Laos, with its surplus hydroelectricity
during the rainy season, will export power to China,
while China will export power back to Laos during
times of shortage through the existing 115kV grid-to-
grid line.

This move comes as Laos advances its potential to
generate hydroelectricity for sale to neighboring
countries due to its abundant rivers.

As of May 2023, Laos had a total of 94 electricity
generating plants with a combined installed capacity
exceeding 11,661MW, which together acquire
capability of generating more than 58,813GWh of
power annually. The plants comprise 81 hydropower
plants, 12 renewable energy plants (including solar
power), and a single coal-fired power plant. [Vientiane
Times]
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Malaysia-Vietnam: Relations to be
deepened

(dgl’/km) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar lbrahim
visited Vietnam last week. Part of the two-day visit of
July 20-21 - his maiden visit to Vietnam since assuming
power last November - was a meeting with Viethamese
President Vo Van Thuong.

During their conversation, the two leaders agreed to
boost bilateral cooperation in a wide range of fields,
including defense, security, economy, trade,
investment, and education as well as training, tourism,
culture, food security and people-to-people exchanges.
[VoV]

In a separate meeting, Anwar and Vietnamese Prime
Minister Pham Minh Chinh agreed to deepen the
exchange of delegations and high-level contacts
between political parties, state, government, and
parliament. They also committed to expediting the
implementation of previously signed specialized
cooperation mechanisms to reach the targeted
bilateral trade turnover of USD 18 billion by 2025.

In addition, they reaffirmed their intention to sign
relevant documents in defense, security and anti-
terrorism cooperation and promote collaboration in
the defense industry and defense training. [Hanoi
Times]

Anwar also attended the Malaysia-Vietham Business
Forum at which he reaffirmed his country’s
commitment to the promotion of green, sustainable,
and environmentally friendly economic growth
programs and called on Vietnamese businesses to
further deepen cooperation with Malaysian
counterparts in this field. [Vietham+]

Malaysia-Sweden: Swedish ambassador
summoned

(dgl) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs summoned
Swedish Ambassador to Malaysia Joachim Bergstrom
to express strong condemnation over the recent
desecration of the Holy Quran in Stockholm on 20 July
2023, and to highlight that the recent incident was
already the third of such kind this year.

The Ministry also expressed objection and
disappointment over the decision of the Swedish
Government to allow the July 20 demonstration in
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Stockholm during which a book was kicked and
partially damaged that the demonstrators said was the
Quran. The book was not burned as was initially
announced.

The Swedish government was called on “to take
immediate and necessary measures to end ‘structural
Islamophobia’.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Malaysia]
[Free Malaysia Today]

Mongolia-India: Joint military exercise

(tb) The Indian and Mongolian armies are conducting
the joint military exercise “Nomadic Elephant 23" that
kicked off on July 17 and will run until July 31.

The exercise is a yearly training conducted, taking
place alternatively in Mongolia and India.

The primary objective of this exercise is to foster
constructive military relations and facilitate the
exchange of best practices, enhancing interoperability,
camaraderie, and friendship between the armies of
India and Mongolia.

The exercise centers on counter-terrorism operations
in mountainous terrain, carried out under the
framework of the United Nations mandate and
covering various activities such as endurance training,
reflex firing, room intervention, small team tactics, and
rock craft training. [Aki Press][The Statesman]

Myanmar-China: Coup leader to visit
Beijing?

(ha) In recent months, communication between China
and Myanmar has increased and according to
diplomats and observers, the military regime leader
Min Aung Hlaing will visit Beijing in September, on
Beijing's invitation.

The visit would mark a new milestone in bilateral
relations, defying ASEAN's decision to ban the coup
leader from attending summit meetings. He has been
invited by Russia for an official visit, but China has not
extended an invitation yet. [The Irrawaddy]

EU imposes sanctions on six Myanmar
junta officers
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(ha) On July 20, The European Union (EU) imposed
sanctions on six Myanmar junta officials and an
organization controlled by Myanmar junta for
committing acts of terrorism and serious human rights
violations.

Those targeted include the ministers for immigration
and population, labor and health and sports, two
members of the State Administration Council (SAC), the
Quartermaster General and state-owned No. 2 mining
enterprise (ME 2), that is controlled by and generates
revenue for the Myanmar Armed Forces.

So far, the EU has sanctioned 99 people and 19
organizations, in addition to an embargo on exports of
arms and military equipment, items for monitoring
communications that could be used for internal
repression, as well as an export ban on dual-use
goods, and a ban on training and cooperation with the
military. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar-China: Purchases of Burmese
rare earth mineral

(wn) According to a statement released by China's
Customs department on July 23, China has ramped up
its import of rare earth minerals from Myanmar in the
first half of 2023. Myanmar is currently the second-
largest exporter of rare earth minerals to China.

The increased purchases are believed to be an effort to
cater to China's growing demand of the auto industry
and wind energy production sectors.

In the first half of this year, approximately 35,000
metric tons of rare earth minerals were imported from
Myanmar, representing over 70 percent of the total
purchase and import during the latter half of 2022.
This amount is nine times greater than that in the first
half of 2022.

According to Adamas Intelligence, a Canada-based
organization, China has acquired a significant portion
of rare earth minerals from Myanmar in the last two
years. This includes 40 percent of all rare earth metals
purchased, such as dysprosium, yttrium, and terbium.

The trade of rare earth minerals experienced delays
due to COVID-19 restrictions along the Chinese border.
However, in December 2022, when China lifted it anti-
pandemic measures, monthly imports saw an
immediate increase and have continued to rise
throughout this year. [VOA Burmese]
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North Korea-US: Washington stresses
importance of cutting off illicit funds to
Pyongyang’'s weapons program

(tms) Senior U.S. official Brian Nelson expressed the US
greatest concern regarding cyber-crimes committed by
North Korean and Russian actors.

Nelson, the undersecretary of treasury for terrorism
and financial intelligence, emphasized the ongoing
efforts to disrupt illicit cyber activities by North Korean
actors, which contribute to funding the country's illegal
weapons development programs.

Nelson particularly highlighted the reliance of North
Korea and Russia on virtual assets to support their
weapons of mass destruction programs, raising
significant national security concerns. Given the
challenges in diplomatic engagement with North
Korea, cutting off this funding stream is seen as
crucial.

Under Nelson's leadership, the treasury department's
terrorism and financial intelligence bureau has
imposed sanctions on numerous North Korean entities
and individuals this year. The United States and its
partners remain dedicated to combating North Korea's
illicit revenue generation activities, including cyber
theft from financial institutions, virtual currency
exchanges, companies, and individuals worldwide.

South Korea's spy agency reported that North Korea
stole approximately USD 700 million worth of
cryptocurrency in 2022, a sum sufficient to fund the
launch of around 30 intercontinental ballistic missiles.
[Yonhap 1]

Nelson stressed the importance of private sector
efforts in curbing illicit cyber activities by actors like
North Korea. [Yonhap 2]

Chinese Politburo member pays official
visit to Nepal

(na) On July 23, a prominent member of the Chinese
Community Party (CCP), Yuan Jiajun, arrived in Nepal
on a three-day visit, leading a 26-member delegation.
Yuan, who is also Communist Party Secretary of
Chongging, travelled to Nepal from Sri Lanka, where
he held talks with several senior government officials.
[WION]
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During his visit to Kathmandu, Yan held crucial
meetings with Nepal's speaker of the house, president,
and virtually engaged with Prime Minister Dahal. The
discussions covered topics such as Nepal's
commitment to the One China Policy, bilateral ties, and
China's global infrastructure development strategy. In
the virtual interaction with Dahal, various aspects of
bilateral ties were discussed, including the
implementation of agreements from President Xi
Jinping's 2019 visit to Nepal and the advancement of
the Belt and Road Initiative. [BNN]

Separately, a meeting took place with leaders of the
Communist Party of Nepal, emphasizing cooperation
and strengthening bilateral ties between the two
parties and governments.

Nepal, Chinese finance ministers discuss
bilateral cooperation on sidelines of G20
gathering

(na) During the third G20 finance ministers and central
bank governors meeting in India, Nepal's finance
minister Mahat held discussions with Chinese Finance
Minister Liu to reinforce bilateral relations.

The talks focused on historical ties, cooperation, and
strategies for economic development. The meeting
highlighted China's continued assistance in Nepal's
development, particularly in infrastructure, energy and
trade. [BNN]

Also, Mahat emphasized post-pandemic economic
recovery and the importance of road connectivity
projects to enhance trade and tourism. Liu assured
Nepal of continued support and expressed optimism
for the prompt implementation of cooperation
projects.

The discussions aimed to strengthen ties and promote
mutual growth and cooperation between the two
nations.

North Korea-US: US soldier defects to
North Korea

(tms) A 23-year-old U.S. Army private named Travis
King fled to North Korea, allegedly by falsely claiming
his passport was missing to avoid returning to the
United States where he faced disciplinary action.
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The incident occurred while he was touring the Joint
Security Area (JSA), also known as Panmunjeom, in
Paju, Gyeonggi Province, which is under the jurisdiction
of the U.S.-led UN Command. King crossed the inter-
Korean border evading the South Korean and
American soldiers stationed there as there were no
visible North Korean soldiers on the other side.

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin confirmed that the
soldier willfully and without authorization crossed the
Military Demarcation Line. Prior to this incident, King
had already spent about a month and a half in
detention for disciplinary violations and was being
taken to the airport before he managed to escape and
join a group of tourists at Panmunjom. [Chosunilbo]

The last known U.S. soldier to defect to North Korea
was Charles Jenkins, who crossed the border through a
barbed wire fence in 1965 and later married a
Japanese woman abducted by North Korea. [BBC]

South Korean military authorities have increased
vigilance in anticipation of possible unexpected clashes
with North Korean troops in response to this incident.
[Korea Times]

As of now, North Korea has not responded to U.S.
inquiries regarding the safety and whereabouts of
Travis King, according to the State Department
spokesperson, Matthew Miller. [Yonhap]

North Korea-China: North Korea defies
sanction, deploys more labors to China

(tms) North Korea has recently dispatched a new group
of workers to China despite facing international
sanctions that prohibit sending laborers abroad.

According to an anonymous source in China, around
350 North Korean workers, mostly young unmarried
women, arrived in early July and were placed in
dormitories in Dandong, Liaoning Province. They are
now employed in factories manufacturing clothing and
textiles, working long hours from 7 AM to 8 PM daily.

Notably, opting for the route through Hunchun in Jilin
Province instead of the usual Sinuiju-Dandong route
indicates a deliberate effort to evade international
scrutiny.

Although North Korean workers still earn significantly
less than their Chinese counterparts, the new batch is
receiving higher wages, RMB 3,200 (USD 450) or more
per month. Many predict that workers who have been
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stranded in China during the COVID-19 pandemic may
soon return to North Korea, possibly using the same
indirect route through Hunchun. This approach allows
the North Korean government to maintain its
justification for restricting travel over the Sinuiju
border. [Daily NK]

North Korea-China: Economic reliance on
Beijing increases significantly

(tms) North Korea's economy has become heavily
reliant on China, with almost all of its trade now
depending on its neighbor, according to the Korea
Trade-Investment Promotion Agency, South Korea’s
state-funded trade and investment promotion
organization.

In 2022, North Korea experienced a significant increase
in trade by approximately 122.3 percent, reaching USD
1.59 billion, mainly due to the reopening of borders
following the COVID-19 pandemic. Exports surged by
94 percent, amounting to USD 159 million, whereas
imports rose by 126 percent, reaching USD 1.43

billion.

This means that imports made up nearly 90 percent of
the country's total trade, leading to a trade deficit of
USD 1.27 billion, a significant increase from the
estimated USD 549.41 million deficit in 2021.

The trade relationship with China strengthened even
further, with bilateral trade increasing by 124.8 percent
to USD 1.53 billion. Consequently, China's share of
North Korean trade rose from 95.6 percent in 2021 to
96.7 percent in 2022.

Apart from China, North Korea engaged in smaller
trading activities with countries like Vietnam,
Argentina, and Nigeria. The country's primary exports
were minerals, generating USD 44.58 million in
revenue, while its main import was petroleum,
accounting for USD 520 million of the total imports.
[Chosunilbo]

North Korea-Russia: Russian products
imported via Rason Port being distributed
in North Hamgyong

(tms) Recent imports of Russian goods through Rason
Port have been distributed across North Hamgyong
Province, according to a source. The trade bureau of
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North Hamgyong Province initiated the importation of
goods approved by the Ministry of External Economic
Relations in May.

These goods include production parts, supplies, rice,
wheat flour, and other essential items.

The imported parts mainly cater to factories and
enterprises, while foodstuffs like rice, wheat flour,
cooking oil, and sugar were distributed to food
factories and provision centers, bringing hope to those
facing hardships. The wheat was also brought in to
make snacks for the upcoming holiday on July 27,
which commemorates the Day of Victory in the Great
Fatherland Liberation War.

Although the imported wheat was meant to be
distributed to households at specified prices, it has
found its way into markets, where merchants are
selling it. Wealthy individuals are discreetly purchasing
large quantities of wheat due to rumors of its high
quality.

Additionally, the imports included small amounts of
medical supplies such as Russian-made penicillin,
mycillin, and general cold medicine. However, private
medicine merchants are selling these medications at
higher prices instead of hospitals.

While some people are hopeful about the prospect of
trade restarting on a larger scale, many others believe
the recent imports were primarily for the holiday
celebration. They eagerly await the reopening of
smuggling routes for more comprehensive trade
opportunities. [Daily NK]

North Korea-South Korea-US: Pyongyang
launches missiles after US submarine
arrives in South Korea

(tms) North Korea launched two ballistic missiles into
the sea off its east coast shortly after a US nuclear-
powered submarine, the USS Annapolis, arrived at a
naval base in South Korea, according to reports from
Seoul and Tokyo.

The missiles were fired consecutively from an area
near Pyongyang and traveled about 400km before
landing in waters off the Korean Peninsula's eastern
coast. South Korea and Japan condemned the launches
as a serious provocation that threatens regional peace
and stability.
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The USS Annapolis's arrival in South Korea came after
the USS Kentucky, the first US nuclear-armed
submarine to visit South Korea since the 1980s, which
angered North Korea. In response, North Korea
conducted missile tests, indicating its capability to
conduct nuclear strikes against South Korea and US
naval vessels.

Tensions have been high on the Korean Peninsula,
with North Korea conducting numerous missiles
launches, and the US and South Korea responding with
military exercises and deployments of military assets in
the region.

As the 70th anniversary of the Korean War armistice
approaches, both North and South Korea are
preparing to commemorate the event, with South
Korea holding solemn ceremonies and North Korea
expected to hold large festivities, including a possible
military parade in Pyongyang. North Korea has
announced the attendance of a Chinese delegation at
its celebrations. [Aljazeera]

Pakistan, United States foreign ministers,
senior military officials hold separate
conversations

(tj/lm) Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari held a phone conversation with his US
counterpart Antony Blinken on July 24 to discuss
Washington’s support for the South Asian nation’s
economic recovery and shared regional concerns,
including the situation in Afghanistan. [Geo News]

The phone call between the two top diplomats came
just hours after the commander of the United States
Central Command, General Michael Erik Kurilla, met
with Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff General Asim Munir
in Rawalpindi. During the meeting, Kurilla
acknowledged and appreciated the Pakistan Army’s
successes in the fight against terrorism and the
country’s continued efforts for bringing peace and
stability to the region. [Dawn]

Both engagements came after Islamist fighters
stormed an army base in Pakistan’s southern
Balochistan province, which borders Afghanistan and
Iran, on July 12. Nine soldiers died and three more
were killed in an exchange of fire in the area. [AIR No.

It was against this backdrop that Washington
reiterated that the Afghan Taliban must ensure that
their country isn't used for terror attacks, while the
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Pakistan Army's top brass said that sanctuaries and
liberty of action available to terrorists of the proscribed
Tehreek-e-Jihad Pakistan and other groups in
Afghanistan is one of the major reasons impacting the
security of Islamabad.

After the Pakistan Army had expressed concern that
militants had found safe havens in Afghanistan, the US
onJuly 17 said it had no reason to believe that Afghan
refugees in Pakistan or along its border had engaged in
acts of extremism. [Reuters]

Pakistan, Ukraine call for restoring Black
Sea grain deal after talks in Islamabad

(kr/Im) The foreign ministers of Pakistan and Ukraine
on July 20 called for the restoration Black Sea grain
deal to ensure global food security, days after Russia
withdrew from the wartime agreement that had
ensured the safe export of Ukrainian grains.
[Associated Press]

The two top diplomats announced the demand at a
news conference after Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba met with his Pakistani counterpart
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari during his first visit to the South
Asian nation. Zardari and Kuleba had met for first time
on the sidelines of the Munich Security Conference in
Germany earlier this year. Last week, Kuleba also met
with Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to brief
him on the situation in Ukraine.

Pakistan has not condemned Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, maintaining a neutral stand and calling for
negotiations for peace and an end to the humanitarian
crisis. Notably, Islamabad has been a regular importer
of wheat from Kyiv in recent years — as much as 1
million tons in 2021 by Kuleba's estimate.

Qatar supports peace initiatives in
Philippines’ Bangsamoro autonomous
region

(ccf) Qatar has expressed its strong support for the
Philippine government's efforts to expedite the peace
process in Bangsamoro, an autonomous region
located in Southwestern Mindanao. Bangsamoro was
created in 2019 to an end the separatist struggle
between the Philippine government and former rebels
as well as enable self-rule for the Muslim-majority
region. [International Crisis Group]
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Qatar intends to send a delegation from the Qatar
Fund for Development to meet with Philippine officials
on July 27 as well as meet with ranking officials of the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region to discuss Qatar
joining the Bangsamoro Development Assistance Fund.
[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines still mulling over US request to
temporarily host Afghans

(ccf) The Philippine government is still carefully
considering the United States’' request to temporarily
host Afghans while the US processes their special
immigrant visas, citing security, legal, and logistical
concerns. The request was first brought up and
discussed by government officials in June [see AiR No.
25, June/2023, 3].

Various governmental agencies are discussing the
request and will soon submit a recommendation to
President Marcos Jr. If the request is approved, the
pilot phase will allow 600 Afghan nationals to enter the
Philippines. After which, only a maximum of 1,000
Afghans will be in the Philippines at any given time. [AP
News 1]

Although the Philippine government has accepted
displaced persons in the past, it remains hesitant due
to several concerns. For example, a few Filipino
officials worry if the Afghan nationals could become
targets of attacks during their stay. Additionally, there
are sovereignty and legal concerns over allowing US
authorities to decide which nationals can enter the
Philippines. [Arab News] [AP News 2]

Vietnamese delegation visits Singapore

(tb/km) On July 17-18, Bui Thanh Son, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
undertook an official visit to Singapore.

Minister Son visited Singapore’s Senior Minister and
Coordinating Minister for National Security, Teo Chee
Hean and engaged in discussions about regional and
international development of mutual interest.

In discussions with Singapore’s Foreign Affairs Minister
Balakrishnan, they reached an agreement to enhance
their countries' robust economic ties and reinforce
collaboration in emerging sectors like renewable
energy, carbon credits, and the digital economy. The
two ministers also engaged in discussions concerning
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international and regional developments, including
matters related to the South China Sea and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).
Additionally, the two ministers were the Guest-of
Honour at a dinner reception at the Vietnam Embassy
in Singapore.

The two countries celebrate this year's 50th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between Vietnam
and Singapore, as well as the 10th anniversary of the
establishment of the Singapore-Vietnam Strategic
Partnership. It is also Son's first visit to Singapore after
his position as Minister of Foreign Affairs. [MoFA
Singapore] [ViethamPlus]

Hong Kong's Chief Executive on official
state visit in Singapore

(tb) John Lee, Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, visited Singapore on July 23-25,
following an invitation from Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong. This visit marks Chief Executive Lee's first
official trip to Singapore since assuming his current
position.

Lee spoke with Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and
Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong. Additionally,
he made a speech with the Deputy Prime Minister and
Coordinating Minister for Economic Policies Heng Swee
Keat on the “Singapore-Hong Kong: Partnering for
Success” business dinner, an event jointly organized by
the Hong Kong Government and the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council.

Lee's ASEAN trip will commence in Singapore, serving
as the first leg of the week-long journey. Following
Singapore, he will proceed to visit Malaysia and
Indonesia, accompanied by five key officials and 30
leaders representing various sectors such as finance,
investment, business, legal, innovation, technology,
and logistics. During the trip, Mr. Lee aims to advocate
for Hong Kong's inclusion in the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), the
world's largest free trade bloc. [CNAJ[MoFA Singapore]

Official states visit by Singapore’s foreign
affairs minister in the Democratic
Republic of Timor-Leste

(tb) Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Vivian
Balakrishnan, undertook an official visit to the
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Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste on July 23-27.

Minister Balakrishnan held meetings with President
José Ramos-Horta, Prime Minister Kay Rala Xanana
Gusmao, Vice Prime Minister and Coordinating
Minister for Economic Affairs Francisco Kalbuadi Lay,
and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation
Bendito dos Santos Freitas. Additionally, Minister
Balakrishnan took the opportunity to visit Singaporean
companies and non-governmental organizations
operating in Dili. He also presided over the launch of
the Singapore Community Association in Timor-Leste.
Throughout the visit, officials from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs accompanied him. He announced that
Singapore will establish a resident Embassy in Dili.

Singapore played a crucial role as one of the early
contributors to peacekeeping and nation-building
endeavors in Timor-Leste, deploying over 1,000
personnel and equipment from 1999 to 2012.
Moreover, the Singapore Police Force assisted in
establishing the East Timor Police Service. As a
significant foreign investor, Singapore has made
notable investments in Timor-Leste's real estate and
hospitality sectors. [MoFA Singapore 1] [MoFA
Singapore 2]

Senior Chinese delegation visits
Singapore

(tb) On July 19, The Chinese Communist Party Secretary
of Chongging and a member of the Politburo of the
Chinese Communist Party, Yuan Jiajun, met with
Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong to delve
into the extensive partnership between Singapore and
Chongging, a major megacity and manufacturing hub
situated in southwest China. [The Straits Times]

The cooperation is built upon the China-Singapore
(Chongging) Demonstration Initiative on Strategic
Connectivity (CCl), which represents the third
government-to-government project established
between China and Singapore. The statement
mentioned that the two leaders expressed their
anticipation of enhancing the partnership between
Singapore and Chongqing, as well as fostering stronger
collaboration between their respective nations.

As part of his visit, Yuan also held meetings with other
senior government leaders, such as Deputy Prime
Minister and Coordinating Minister for Economic
Policies, Heng Swee Keat, and Senior Minister and
Coordinating Minister for National Security, Teo Chee
Hean.
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South Korea-US: Strengthening nuclear
deterrence commitment against N. Korea

(cx) During the inaugural session of the South Korea-
U.S. Nuclear Consultative Group (NCG), President Yoon
Suk-yeol called for strengthening the United States’
extended deterrence commitment to defend South
Korea with all its military capabilities, including nuclear
weapons.

The first session was led by Principal Deputy National
Security Adviser Kim Tae-hyo and US National Security
Council Coordinator for Indo-Pacific Affairs Kurt
Campbell.

Issues discussed during the four-hour meetig included
establishing workstreams on nuclear consultation in
crises and contingencies and integrating the U.S.
nuclear military capability with the East Asian country’s
conventional capability. Security and information-
sharing protocols were also on the agenda items.

The NCG will continue to meet every quarter to bolster
South Korea-US nuclear deterrence credibility and
manage the nuclear threat posed by North Korea.
[Yonhap] [VoA]

The NCG was established during the summit between
Yoon and US President Joe Biden in April in response
to South Korea's longstanding request to be more
involved in US nuclear and strategic planning against
North Korea [see AR No. 18, May/2023, 1].

South Korea-US: Nuclear-capable
submarine make port call in Busan for
first time in decades

(cx) A US nuclear-capable submarine made a port call
in Busan for the first time since March 1981. The visit
was intended to show the US' extended deterrence
commitment to South Korea.

The port call fulfills a US pledge in the Washington
Declaration adopted by South Korean President Yoon
Suk-yeol and US President Joe Biden during their April
summit in Washington. The visit aims to enhance the
“regular visibility” of strategic nuclear assets on the
Korean Peninsula. [Yonhap]
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South Korea-Japan: Working-level
consultations over Fukushima water
underway

(cx) South Korea and Japan are discussing holding
working-level consultations this week to discuss Japan’s
plan to discharge water from the Fukushima nuclear
power plant.

The two countries have previously held working-level
discussions on the Fukushima water issue in May and
held a bilateral summit on the sidelines of the NATO
summit in Vilnius, Lithuania, earlier this month.

South Korea has previously requested involvement in
monitoring the discharge. Their access will require
cooperation from Japanese authorities but will be
determined by the International Atomic Energy Agency,
which has priority in deciding the involvement of South
Korean experts in the water monitoring team.
[Yonhap]

South Korea-Vietnam: Launching task
forces to double two-way trade by 2030

(cx) On July 21, South Korean and Vietnamese trade
officials held a meeting in Seoul to discuss the launch
of trade promotion task forces to help realize their
goal of doubling bilateral trade from USD 87.7 billion in
2022 to USD 150 billion by 2030.

Last month, the two countries signed a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) to create the "Korea Plus in
Vietnam" task force in Korea and the "Vietnam Plus in
Korea" team in Vietnam. The teams will be tasked with
exchanging information on trade and industry
conditions, supporting exporters and exploring
bilateral business opportunities.

The officials also discussed the implementation of the
more than 100 MOUs signed between South Korean
and Vietnamese government organizations and private
firms following last month’s summit between South
Korea President Yoon Suk-yeol and Vietnamese
President Vo Van Thuong in Hanoi.

The South Korean industry ministry announced that
the two countries will also hold a bilateral ministerial
meeting later this year to access ways to deepen trade
and industry ties. [Yonhap]
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South Korea-Bahrain: Cooperation on
trade and investment discussed

(cx) On July 21, South Korean Trade Minister Ahn Duk-
geun met with Bahrain's Ambassador to South Korea
Mohamed Ghassan Mohamed Adnan Shaikho to
discuss enhancing bilateral trade and industry
relations. Notably, trade between South Korea and
Bahrain hit an all-time high of USD 1.6 billion in 2022.

They also discussed the development of a free trade
agreement between South Korea and the Gulf
Cooperation Council, which consists of Bahrain, the
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar and
Kuwait. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Indonesia: Boosting
cooperation on advanced industries, key
minerals

(cx) Following a bilateral economic cooperation
committee meeting in Seoul, South Korea and
Indonesia have agreed to bolster bilateral cooperation
on electric vehicles, batteries and supply chains of
major industry minerals.

The meeting was led by Deputy Trade Minister Jeong
Dae-jin and Indonesia's deputy economic minister, Edi
Prio Pambudi. It was a follow up of recent summit talks
between South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol and
Indonesian President Joko Widodo, who agreed to
enhance cooperation in high-tech industries,
infrastructure and defense.

During the meeting, the two countries agreed to invest
in the production of electric vehicles, batteries and
vowed to enhance supply chains of key minerals such
as nickel. They also discussed increasing collaboration
in the field of small modular reactors and discussed
building facilities for green hydrogen and solar power
production to reach their zero-emission goals.
[Yonhap]

High-level Chinese delegation visits Sri
Lanka for talks with president, prime
minister

(If/lm) A high-level Chinese delegation led by Yuan
Jiajun, a member of the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee
and secretary of the CPC Chongging Municipal
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Committee, on July 22 visited Sri Lanka for talks with
the country's prime minister, president, and other
senior government officials.

While meeting with the visiting Chinese delegation, Sri
Lankan Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardane voiced his
desire for collaboration between the two countries in
the realm of space sciences. He noted Southern Sri
Lanka's reputation for having the lowest gravity in the
world and the expanse of the Southern Ocean as
characteristics that would make Sri Lanka an ideal
partner for space science collaboration.

The prime minister also thanked the Chinese
delegation for their nation’s support in the realms of
agriculture, education and industry, and voiced his
anticipation for cooperation with China to restructure
Sri Lanka's national debt. China is one of the country's
biggest creditors, with Sri Lanka owing an estimated
USD 7.4 billion to various Chinese lenders.

President Wickremesinghe, in turn, informed the
visiting delegation about Sri Lanka’s ambitious
development plans, with a primary focus on enhancing
connectivity with the rest of Asia. Emphasizing the
importance of regional cooperation, he outlined how
these plans would foster economic growth and
facilitate increased trade and investment
opportunities.

Moreover, President Wickremesinghe briefed the
Chinese delegation on the commendable progress
being made in the country's debt restructuring efforts.
He expressed confidence that upon successful
completion of the restructuring programme, several
halted development projects would resume promptly,
further bolstering the nation’s economic development.
[Daily Mirror] [Chongging] [Daily News]

Japanese Vessel 'SAMIDARE’ makes official
visit to Sri Lanka

(If) The Japanese Destroyer Vessel 'SAMIDARE' docked
in the port of Colombo on July 20 as part of an official
visit by the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF).
The vessel, which will remain in Sri Lanka until the July
29, will engage with the Sri Lankan navy for training
exercises and sightseeing expeditions as part of a
goodwill program.

Japan and Sri Lanka's relationship is mostly dominated
by economic matters, including the debt the former
owes to the latter as one of the island nation’s major
creditors. The naval interaction is hoped to remove
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attention within their bilateral relationship away from
just commerce, and to open the door for eventual
deeper maritime engagement between the two. [Daily
Mirror]

Sri Lankan President Wickremesinghe
visits India, discusses deeper cooperation,
land link

(If/Im) Sri Lanka and India signed a series of energy,
development and trade agreements on July 21, while
also agreeing to considering the construction of a land
link between the two countries, signaling growing ties
between the Asian neighbors. The announcements
came during Sri Lanka President Ranil
Wickremesinghe's visit to India where he held talks
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Wickremesinghe commenced his visit to New Delhi on
July 20, his first to the nation since becoming Head of
State in 2022 after an economic meltdown forced his
predecessor to flee. India’s support of nearly USD 4
billion between January and July last year was critical
for Colombo after it almost ran out of foreign
currencies and sank into a financial crisis that left it
struggling to fund essential imports including fuel and
medicine.

After his talks with Wickremesinghe, Prime Minister
Modi announced both nations would work to connect
their electricity grids by developing undersea cables
and study the feasibility of building an oil pipeline;
these projects are expected to cost around USD 4
billion in total. Furthermore, the two countries - which
are about 50 kilometers apart at one point - will also
study the feasibility of a land bridge. Connectivity
between the two nations was also emphasized, with
India desiring greater access to the Sri Lankan ports of
Colombo and Trincomalee.

Both leaders also announced they would restart
negotiations surrounding the Economic and
Technological Cooperation Agreement (ETCA), an
expansive trade deal between India and Sri Lanka that
would ease the flow of goods between the two.

President Wickremesinghe also briefed Prime Minister
Modi on the economic reform policies his government
has undertaken to restructure the nation’s debt. India
is one of Sri Lanka’s main creditors, with an estimated
USD 1.9 billion in outstanding debt, but has been far
more eager to cooperate with the island nation than
other creditors to facilitate economic reform. India’s
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government extended a USD 1 billion credit line for Sri
Lanka in May.

Prime Minister Modi also briefly commented on Sri
Lanka's internal politics by expressing his desire for the
government to “fulfil the aspirations of the Tamils” for
a federal political structure.

Earlier on July 20, India confirmed that Sri Lanka had
notified the Indian Rupee (INR) as a designated
currency. This action will allow for trade between the
two nations to be undertaken in INR and allow for
Indian nations to use the currency whilst visiting or
conducting business in Sri Lanka. This development
comes shortly after Sri Lanka's President, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, indicated his desire to see the INR
become a common currency globally [see AR No. 29,
July/2023, 3]. [WIONT] [Al Jazeera] [Deutsche Welle]
[Associated Press]

Sri Lanka, Egypt hold second round of
bilateral talks

(If) Sri Lanka and Egypt on July 19 held the second
session of bilateral consultations in Colombo. The
consultations were co-chaired by Sri Lanka's State
minister for Foreign Affairs Tharaka Balasuriya and
Egypt's Assistant Minister for Asian Affairs of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Amman Kamel. [African
Business]

The talks covered a range of topics covering economic
cooperation, trade and tourism. Sri Lanka's ongoing
economic recovery was also discussed between the
two nations, who also pledged to further work
together in multilateral international forums and
organizations. Minister Kamel noted the growth of
investment from Sri Lankan businesses into the
Egyptian economy and signaled that further talks
would address strategies to further facilitate this
trend. [Sri Lanka Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Taiwan-US: Trade deal approved by
Congress

(ed) On July 18, the US Senate unanimously passed

initial legislation for the US-Taiwan Initiative on 215t
Century Trade. The bill was approved by the House of
Representatives last month, consequently the bill will
be sent to President Biden to be signed into law.
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The trade agreement initiative was signed between the
two countries on June 1, which aims to facilitate trade
and investment between the two countries by
reforming regulatory practices and customs
procedures.

The initial agreement will be followed by further
agreements on more complicated agreements, such as
on agriculture, environmental practices, digital trade,
labor policies, trade standards and state-owned
enterprises.

The changes of the initial trade agreement to customs
procedures are estimated to save customs and courier
companies NTD 100 million a year. However,
opposition lawmakers criticized the initial agreement
for not including tangible benefits to Taiwanese
enterprise, especially tariff relief.

Taiwan is aiming to approve the first-stage agreement
during an extra legislative session, which is set to begin
on July 24. [Taipei Times]

While Congress approved the preliminary trade deal,
legislation on the Taiwan-USA tax deal, which seeks to
avoid issues of double taxation and ease bilateral
investment, was introduced to the House of
Representatives, after it was approved by a Senate
Committee last week. [Focus Taiwan] [See AiR, no. 29,
July/2023, 3]

Taiwan seeking to buy advanced air
defense system from United States

(ed) Taiwan's defense minister has stated that Taiwan
is seeking to buy National Advanced Surface-to-Air
Missile Systems (NASAMS) from the United States in an
effort to upgrade the country’s air defense.

NASAMS have recently been provided by the US to
Ukraine, where according to American officials, they
have a 100 percent success rate in defending against
Russian missiles. Taiwan is currently upgrading its
defense capabilities amid a backdrop of increasing
Chinese assertiveness, which claims Taiwan as part of
its territory, and has been studying Ukrainian troops’
tactics to defend against a much larger enemy.

Currently, the US has not said whether it will provide
NASAMS to Taiwan. However, the US is bound by law
to supply Taiwan with the means to defend itself.
[Reuters]
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Taiwan's TSMC delays opening of USA
manufacturing facility

(ed) The Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company (TSMC) has postponed semiconductor
manufactuing at its new facility in the United State
until 2025 due to a local talent shortage.

The TSMC chairman stated at a conference on July 20
that the number of skilled personnel qualified to install
equipment at the Arizona fabrication plant is
insufficient. As a consequence, experienced Taiwanese
workers have been sent to the USA to train local
employees, while the Taiwanese government has also
said it will step in to facilitate the project's completion.

Taiwan's TSMC is the world’s largest contract chip
manufacturing enterprise. While it has stated that
most of its manufacturing will remain in Taiwan, it is
also expanding manufacturing globally to avoid supply
chain problems similar to those encountered during
the COVID-19 pandemic. The TSMC plant in Arizona is
also a part of US President Joe Biden's policy to boost
American manufacturing, especially of
semiconductors, which are critical to electronics
production.

TSMC is also building a plant in Japan and is
considering a further plant in Germany. [Reuters]
[Taiwan News]

Taiwan-France: Vice President Lai calls for
closer relations

(ed) At a meeting with a visiting delegation of French
lawmakers to Taipei, Taiwanese Vice President Lai
Ching-te called for closer relations between France and
Taiwan.

The French Senate delegation was headed by Senator
André Gattolin, who also leads the Senate Committee
on Foreign Affairs, Defense and the Armed Forces.
Gattolin is a vocal supporter of Taiwanese sovereignty
and democracy in the French Parlément.

Support for Taiwan is increasing among French
lawmakers. According to Gattolin, the Senate's pro-
China bloc has decreased in number from a maximum
of 70 to 40, while the pro-Taiwan bloc has grown to 42.
Taiwan is currently building a EUR 5.2 billion battery
factory in Dunkirk, and recently opened a second
Taipei Representative Office in Aix-en-Provence.
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Vice President Lai, who is also the candidate of the
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) for the
upcoming presidential election, called upon Taiwan
and France to forge closer ties as like-minded countries
sharing values of freedom and democracy.

The French delegation will also visit Taiwan's Legislative
Speake You Si-kun, National Security Council Secretary-
General Wellington Koo and Foreign Minister Joseph
Wu. [Eocus Taiwan] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan,
Twitter]

Taiwan-Ukraine: Taipei to fund bridge
construction in Kyiv

(ed) On July 19, Taiwan's foreign ministry announced
that the country has pledged USD 2.5 million to the
Future Kyiv foundation to assist with the building of a
bridge to the city’'s Obolonsky Island.

The financial assistance is a part of an international
effort to help Ukraine in its reconstruction from the
ongoing Russian invasion. The Greater Paris region of
France is also contributing USD 1 million to the
project.

The foreign ministry stated that Taiwan and Ukraine
both “share the universal values of freedom,
democracy and human rights”. Taiwan will provide
Ukraine with humanitarian assistance as a fellow
country on the “front line of authoritarian expansionist
threats”. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan]

Taiwanese exports to India and Thailand
increase despite broader global decline

(ed) Taiwan'’s finance ministry revealed that despite a
decline in overall exports of 18.1 percent over the first
half of 2023, exports to Thailand and India surged by
16 percent and 12.4 percent respectively.

The Ministry of Finance attributed the increase to
adjustments in international supply chains, with more
of Taiwan’s IT products and electronic parts being
exported to Thailand and India. Exports to these
countries reached a record level of US 4.4 billion in the
first half of the year.

However, the regional picture was not as positive for
Taiwan, with exports to Bangladesh falling by more
than a half compared to the first half of 2022. Exports
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to Cambodia, Vietnam and the Philippines faced
declines of 30 percent.

The Ministry of Finance reported an overall decline in
exports by 18.1 percent. It attributed this to rampant
inflation across the world, as well as interest rate hikes,
the war in Ukraine, and tensions between the United
States and China. However, the Ministry of Finance
also stated figures are set to improve for the next half
of 2023 as demand for new Taiwanese technologies
sets in, among other factors. [Taiwan News]

Thailand plans talks with Myanmar's
military leaders amid ongoing crisis

(nk) Thailand's plan to host talks with Myanmar's
military leaders to address the ongoing crisis in the
country has sparked controversy. The move involves
engaging with previously-shunned military generals
who have ignored requests to end violence and human
rights violations. Critics argue that this undermines
unity among Southeast Asian nations, particularly as
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
had excluded Myanmar's generals from bloc meetings
following the military coup. The Malaysian government
expressed concerns about the potential impact on
ASEAN's unity, while civil society groups in Myanmar
opposing military rule condemned the meeting plans
as disrespectful to the people's sacrifices in resisting
the junta's rule. Instead of legitimizing the oppressive
regime, some suggest initiating a new peace process
that addresses core grievances and involves
democratic forces in Myanmar, the military
government, and ASEAN, while maintaining ASEAN's
negotiation power without recognizing the junta as the
legitimate government.

The situation in Myanmar underscores the importance
of international collaboration and alliances in peace-
building efforts. By leveraging the collective political
power of all ASEAN member states, the bloc can
effectively bring the junta to the negotiating table and
pursue a meaningful peace process that aims to
restore democracy and peace in Myanmar. The focus
should be on ensuring meaningful participation in the
dialogue, while emphasizing democracy, peace, and
stability as the fundamental goals of ASEAN. This
collaborative approach offers hope for a peaceful
resolution to the crisis and a potential path back to
democracy for Myanmar. [The Organization for World
Peace]
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Vietnam-US: Secretary of Treasury Yellen
meets Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh

(km) United States Secretary of the Treasury Janet
Yellen met with Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh on July 20 in Vietnam.

The meeting was part of her visit to Vietnam on July 18-
21 that followed her trip to India to attend the G20
Finance Ministers Meeting in India (see article in this
edition).

During her talk with Pham, Yellen reaffirmed that
Vietnam was considered a key partner in advancing a
free and open Indo-Pacific and a close economic
partner, highlighting record highs in bilateral trade
reached last year and the United States serving as
largest market for Vietnamese exports.

Yellen also reassured that deepening economic and
security ties with Vietnam was a priority for the US.
[Department of the Treasury, USA]

Pham, for his part, expressed appreciation for the U.S.’
recognition of the State Bank of Viet Nam (SBV)'s
“successful implementation of the action plan on
exchange rate and information transparency,” that
would contribute to deepening cooperation between
the two countries as well as between the SBV and the
U.S. Department of the Treasury. He called for
continued communication and close contacts between
the SBV and the U.S. Department of the Treasury in
dealing with “emerging issues in the time ahead given
the evolving global situation.” [Government, Vietnam]

Vietnam-Israel: Free trade agreement
concluded

(dqgl) A free trade agreement between Vietnam and
Israel was signed on July 25, after seven years of
negotiations, predicting it would quickly boost annual
bilateral trade by nearly 50 percent.

Under the agreement, signed in Israel between the two
country’s trade ministers, duties on at least 86 percent
of Vietnamese products and 93 percent of Israeli
products will be ultimately removed, while bilateral
trade is expected to reach USD 3 billion. Last year, two-
way-trade increased by 18 percent to USD 2.2 billion.

Smartphones, footwear and seafood, are among
Vietnam'’s largest exports items to Israel, while
electronics and fertilizers are largely imported from
Israel. [Middle East Monitor]
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Announcements

Upcoming online events

27 July 2023 @ 2:00-4:15 p.m. (GMT+7), Peace and
Security Center, German-Southeast Asian Center of
Excellence for Public Policy and Good Governance
(CPG), Thailand

Taiwan Strait Tensions: What to expect, what to
fear

This expert online panel discussion will explore the
current status of tensions in the Taiwan Strait and
attempts to forecast possible scenarios and their
global ramifications. Focus of the discussion will be the
current situation, the likelihood of military escalation in
the nearer future, the military consequences of an
invasion, and the strategic perspectives from Taiwan's
standpoint to avert such a conflict that could well
trigger great power war in the Asia Pacific and beyond.

With Colonel Grant Newsham and Dr. Strobe Driver,
the event brings together two seasoned experts who
for many years have been deeply involved in analyzing
the complexities surrounding the issue of a potential
military conflict over Taiwan from different angles,
bringing with them an immense expertise and
understanding.

Colonel Grant Newsham is a Senior Research Fellow at
the Japan Forum for Strategic Studies and a former
U.S. Marine, who served in the Indo-Pacific for
decades, including in intelligence and liaison roles, and
who was instrumental in establishing Japan's
amphibious force. He just published in March his book
When China Attacks: A Warning to America.



Dr. Strobe Driver is an Adjunct Researcher at the
Federation University Australia. He holds a doctorate in
war studies and has been writing on the subjects of
war, conflict, terrorism and Asia-Pacific security for
more than a decade. His upcoming book tracks the rise
of China and the upcoming regional-, geo-political- and
military-issues for Taiwan.

To register for the event, follow [CPG].

25 july 2023 @ 12 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

The rising female workforce in Saudi Arabia and its
impact on the private sector

Saudi Arabia has seen a remarkable increase in the
participation of women in its private sector. This shift is
fueled by a combination of factors, including proactive
government policies advocating for women'’s economic
empowerment, rising educational attainment among
women, and an increased demand for female labor in
the private sector. Led by the Atlantic Council's
empowerME Initiative in cooperation with Georgetown
University's McDonough School of Business with
support from US Embassy Riyadh and PepsiCo.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

25 July 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 10.00 a.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

The Dangers of Premature Peace Plans in the
Russo-Ukrainian War

A panel discussion on proposed ideas for a long-term
plan for peace in Ukraine following Russia’s 2022
invasion, and the dangers of certain peace plans. As
discussed in this new report from Chatham House, the
resolution of this war will have implications for the
entire European security framework. For a Ukrainian
victory to happen, there needs to be a vision for peace
that both ensures Ukraine's territorial integrity and
independence and inhibits Russia's ability to continue
threatening its neighbors in the future. Conditions for
success have ranged from completely restoring
Ukraine's borders prior to 2014 to granting territorial
concessions to Russia.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.
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25 July 2023 @ 2.00 p.m. - 3.00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center
for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

National Security and Spectrum for 5G

The United States must allocate more mid-band
spectrum for licensed commercial 5G use to enhance
its economic and national security priorities. If it is not
addressed, the present spectrum shortage in the
United States could hinder technological innovation
and give China a path to global leadership in the
increasingly connected twenty-first century. Join CSIS
for an event on the strategic national security
imperative for reallocating spectrum for 5G, with
Federal Communications Commission Chairwoman
Jessica Rosenworcel.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

25 July 2023 @ 18:00 - 19:00 p.m. (GMT+10),
Australian Institute of International Affairs (AllA),
Australia

Critical Minerals as Tools of Economic Statecraft

This event will discuss the geopolitics of critical
minerals and the need for supply chains to remain
resilient to ensure the longevity of an industry crucial
for our energy future and global supply. ritical minerals
have been making the headlines as Western and allied
nations race to increase their sovereign capability and
secure their downstream manufacturing sectors'
needs. The 'criticality' of metals and mineral varies
from country to country based on a nation's industrial,
defence and economic strategies. Sudden supply
shocks and geopolitical disturbances can swiftly shift
the criticality of a commodity.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

25 July 2023 @ 9.00 - 11.00 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Hearts versus Minds in the Struggle for Selangor

Coming from different political and methodological
starting points, these speakers will share their opinions
on the upcoming polls in Malaysia's political and
economic ‘centre’. Selangor’s future is less certain. The
state, Malaysia's most populated and economically-
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important, is diverse and includes constituencies with
very different characteristics.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

26 July 2023 @ 11.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Wilson Center, USA

The Current Challenges and Future of OSCE: A
Conversation with OSCE Secretary General Helga
Schmid

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) has played a vital role in European
security architecture and the rules based international
order more broadly. However, the geopolitical tensions
brought by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine have disrupted
its work. Several major decisions, including the
adoption of the organization’s budget and the
extension of the Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine,
have been blocked by Russia. This has raised the
question of how can OSCE continue to contribute to
peace and security in the region.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

26 july 2023 @ 10.00 A.M. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

USAID Equitable Al Community of Practice
workshop 2: Gender inclusive Al governance

This event will be focusing on integrating gender equity
into Al governance. This public, virtual workshop will
feature a moderated panel discussion on inclusive Al
governance, as well as multiple flash presentations
from individuals speaking to the challenges and
solutions to achieving equitable governance structures
across multiple countries, including Zimbabwe and
Peru. Following the brief presentations, there will be a
moderated Q&A session for audience members.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

25 July 2023 @ 10.30 a.m. - 11.30 p.m. (GMT-4),
Wilson Center, USA

To Speak or Not to Speak: Rights and Democracy in
Bangladesh
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The lecture features an annual address by a
distinguished scholar, opinion leader, or activist who
addresses issues of democracy and human rights in
South Asia. This series is hosted by the Wilson Center's
Asia Program and South Asia Institute, and South Asia
Democracy Watch (SDW), a nonprofit organization that
promotes social justice, human rights, and equality in
South Asia through educational programs,
conferences, and symposia.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

25 July 2023 @ 12.30 p.m. - 2.00 p.m. (GMT-4), Wilson
Center, USA

A Conversation on the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework with Secretary of Commerce Gina
Raimondo

The discussion will focus on the path forward for IPEF
and Secretary Raimondo's efforts to enhance American
economic security and spur private sector investment
in areas of strategic economic importance. The event
will include a conversation with a panel of experts as
well as speakers including Ambassador Mark A. Green,
President & CEO of the Wilson Center, and the Hon.
Mark Kennedy, Director, Wahba Institute for Strategic
Competition (WISC) at the Wilson Center.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

26 July 2023 @ 10.00 a.m. - 11.00 a.m. (GMT-4),
Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS),
USA

Spanish Elections & the Future of European Politics

Please join the CSIS Europe, Russia, and Eurasia
Program on Wednesday, July 26, 2023 from 10am EDT
to 11am EDT, for conversation between Max
Bergmann, Charles Powell and Carlota Garcia Encina,
to discuss the recent elections in Spain and what the
implications mean for the future of European politics.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

27 July 2023 @ 2.00 P.M. (GMT-4), Atlantic Council,
USA

Unlocking the potential for digital twins in the
federal enterprise
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This report explores digital twin use cases, both in the
private sector and in the federal government. The
report highlights some challenges, benefits, and risks
associated with deploying digital twins to help inform
government officials and policymakers. As other
technologies such as XR and generative Al mature,
they will further enrich the value of digital twins.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

27 July 2023 @ 10.00 - 11.30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Mapping China’'s Military Visits: Implications for
U.S-China Security Competition in Southeast Asia

The webinar will present research on the
underexplored area of China's high-level military
diplomacy, a facet largely overlooked in prevailing
policy analysis. By co-creating an exhaustive dataset
through text analysis, the project encompasses over
400 top-level Chinese military visits ASEAN from 2000
to 2023, providing an unparalleled panorama of
China's military engagements in Southeast Asia.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

26 july 2023 @ 11.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Wilson Center, USA

The Current Challenges and Future of OSCE: A
Conversation with OSCE Secretary General Helga
Schmid

The Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) has played a vital role in European
security architecture and the rules based international
order more broadly. However, the geopolitical tensions
brought by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine have disrupted
its work. Several major decisions, including the
adoption of the organization’s budget and the
extension of the Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine,
have been blocked by Russia. This has raised the
question of how can OSCE continue to contribute to
peace and security in the region.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

Upcoming book releases
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David Luke (ed.), How Africa Trades, Ubiquity Press,
246, published May 15, 2023, reviewed in [LSE].

Jon Danielsson, The Illusion of Control: Why Financial
Crises Happen, and What We Can (and Can't) Do About
It, Yale University Press, 288 pages, published August
9, 2022. For a review, see [LSE]

Fredrik Albritton Jonsson, and Carl Wennerlind,
Scarcity: A History from the Origins of Capitalism to
the Climate Crisis, Harvard University Press, 272
pages, published May 5, 2023. The book is reviewed in
[LSE]

Ole Birk Laursen, Anarchy or Chaos: M. P. T. Acharya
and the Indian Struggle for Freedom, C Hurst & Co
Publishers Ltd., 352 pages, published June 22, 2023.
Visit [Asian Review of Books] for a review.

Calls

The Faculty of Social Sciences at Sulkhan-Saba
Orbeliani University invites paper proposals for its
First International Scientific Conference “Societies in
Transition” to be held on November 14-15, 2023. The
deadline for abstract submission is September 20,
2023. For more information, see [Sulkhan-Saba
Orbeliani University].

The Association of American Law Schools (AALS)
Section on Minority Groups (SOMG) invites
submissions for its annual Works-in-Progress/New Voices
(WIPs) session at the AALS 2024 Annual Meeting, to be
held under the title “Infrastructure of (In-)justice” on
January 3-6, 2024, in Washington, D.C. The deadline for
abstract submission is August 1, 2023. For more
details, see [Calling All Papers].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a National Consultant to be based in
Abuja, Nigeria. Applications are accepted until August
1, 2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Carbon Market Intern to be based in
Pretoria, South Africa. Applications are accepted until
July 31, 2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a National Human Rights Analyst to
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be based in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Applications are
accepted until August 3, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Public Security Coordination
Specialist to be based in Maiduguri, Nigeria.
Applications are accepted until August 3, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks an Administrative Associate to be
based in Mogadishu, Somalia. Applications are
accepted until August 3, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Logistics
Associate to be based in Rwanda. Applications are
accepted until August 4, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Food
Security and Nutrition Specialist to be based in
Mozambique. Applications are accepted until August 5,
2023. More information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Data

Engineer to be based in Germany. Applications are
accepted until August 3, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Service
Support Operator to be based in Italy. Applications
are accepted until August 3, 2023. More information is
provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Budget
Officer to be based in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
Applications are accepted until August 1, 2023. More
information is provided as [WFEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Adolescent Development Officer, to be based in
Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until August
20, 2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Human Resources Officer, to be based in East
Jerusalem, Palestinian Territory. Applications are
accepted until August 3, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Corporate Partnerships Specialist, to be based in
Tokyo, Japan and Switzerland. Applications are
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accepted until August 6, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Consultant, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until July 29, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Chief of Communication and Advocacy, to be
based in Kabul, Afghanistan. Applications are accepted
until July 31, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Consultant, to be based in Multiple locations.
Applications are accepted until August 3, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an
Assistant, to be based in Port Louis, Mauritius.
Applications are accepted until August 3, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Product Data Manager, to be based in Budapest,
Hungary. Applications are accepted until August 10,
2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Regional Adviser, to be based in New Delhi and Delhi,
India. Applications are accepted until August 8, 2023.
More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Coordinator, to be based in New Delhi and Delhi,
India. Applications are accepted until August 8, 2023.
More information is provided as [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Travel
Assistant to be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications
are accepted until August 15, 2023. More information
is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Evidence Reviewer to be based in Geneva,
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until July 26,
2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Information Systems Officer to be based in Bangkok,
Thailand. Applications are accepted until September 2,
2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Staff
Assistant to be based in New York, United States.


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-tjt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-tji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-tjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-tjh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-tjk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-tju/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-ttl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-ttr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-tty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-ttj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vykuyky-l-ttt/

Applications are accepted until August 17, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Management and Programme Analysis Assistant to
be based in New York, United States. Applications are
accepted until August 17, 2023. More information is
provided as [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Adult Education Coordinator, to be based in United
States. Applications are accepted until September 20,
2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Senior Manager, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until September 20, 2023.
More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Protection Coordinator, to be based in not specified.
Applications are accepted until August 20, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Country Director, to be based in Niger. Applications
are accepted until August 20, 2023. More information
is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Administrative Assistant, to be based in United
States. Applications are accepted until September 19,
2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Policy and country analysis Specialist, to be based
in Remote Work. Applications are accepted until
August 14, 2023. More information is provided as
[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Client Support Assistant, to be based in Budapest,
Hungary. Applications are accepted until August 3,
2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Professional Officer, to be based in
Lusaka, Zambia. Applications are accepted until August
10, 2023. More information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Operations Assistant, to be based in Nairobi,
Kenya. Applications are accepted until August 2, 2023.
More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Field Programme Support and Operations
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Specialist, to be based in Baku, Azerbaijan.
Applications are accepted until August 9, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a National Safeguards Consultant, to be based
in Bangkok, Thailand and Nepal. Applications are
accepted until August 2, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Program Manager, to be based in Bangkok,
Thailand. Applications are accepted until July 29, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Program Designer, to be based in Bangkok,
Thailand. Applications are accepted until July 29, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Coordinator, to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.
Applications are accepted until July 28, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Review Evaluator, to be based in Nairobi,
Kenya. Applications are accepted until August 16, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNEP].

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
seeks an Engineer, to be based in Brussels, Belgium.
Applications are accepted until August 10, 2023. More
information is provided as [NATO].

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
seeks a Staff Officer, to be based in Mons, Belgium.
Applications are accepted until August 10, 2023. More
information is provided as [NATO].

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
seeks a Principal Technician, to be based in
Brunssum, Netherlands. Applications are accepted
until August 13, 2023. More information is provided as
[NATO].

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
seeks a Staff Assistant, to be based in Mons, Belgium.
Applications are accepted until August 10, 2023. More
information is provided as [NATO].

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
seeks a Data Operator, to be based in Mons, Belgium.
Applications are accepted until August 10, 2023. More
information is provided as [NATO].
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International Organization for Migration (I0OM)
seeks a HR Assistant, to be based in Philippines.
Applications are accepted until July 26, 2023. More
information is provided as [[OM].

International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Resources Management Officer, to be based
in Thilisi, Georgia. Applications are accepted until
August 2, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

International Organization for Migration (I0OM)

seeks an Operations Officer, to be based in Bunia,
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Applications are
accepted until August 2, 2023. More information is

provided as [[OM].

International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Meal Coordinator, to be based in Mogadishu,
Somalia. Applications are accepted until August 2,
2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

International Organization for Migration (I0OM)
seeks a Programme Manager, to be based in Nairobi,
Kenya and Somalia. Applications are accepted until
August 2, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Protection
Officer, to be based in Kosti, Sudan. Applications are
accepted until August 7, 2023. More information is
provided as [DRC].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Program
Innovation Officer, to be based in Nairobi, Kenya and
Kampala, Uganda). Applications are accepted until
August 2, 2023. More information is provided as [DRC].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Cash
Assistance, to be based in Dnipro, Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until August 6, 2023. More
information is provided as [DRC].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Humanitarian
Access Specialist, to be based in Abuja, Nigeria.
Applications are accepted until August 1, 2023. More
information is provided as [DRC].

Danish Refugee Council (DRC) seeks a Base
Manager, to be based in not specified. Applications
are accepted until August 2, 2023. More information is
provided as [DRC].

The John F. Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in
Political Science. Application submission deadline is
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September 5, 2023. For more details, see [Harvard
Kennedy School].

Bucknell University's Department of Political
Science in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania is inviting
applications for a tenure-track position in American
Politics. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [Bucknell University].

University of Hong Kong in Hong Kong is inviting
applications for a Post-doctoral Fellow. Application
submission deadline is December 31, 2023. For more
details, see [University of Hong Kong].

The Department of Political Science at Rice
University in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor of Political
Science. Application submission deadline is September
15, 2023. For more details, see [Rice University].

The Science in Society Program at Wesleyan
University in Connecticut, United States is inviting
applications for a tenure-track assistant professor.
Application submission deadline is October 15, 2023.
For more details, see [Wesleyan University].

Florida Polytechnic University in Florida, United
States is inviting applications for an Adjunct Faculty.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Florida Polytechnic University].

University of Central Oklahoma in Oklahoma, United
States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Director. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [University of Central
Oklahomal.

The Army War College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania is
inviting applications for an Associate Professor of
Asian Studies. Application submission deadline is
September 18, 2023. For more details, see [U.S. Army
War College].

Missouri Southern State University in Missouri,
United States is inviting applications for an Adjunct
Instructor. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [Missouri Southern
State University].

School of Management, Syracuse University in New
York, United States is inviting applications for a Part-
time Faculty. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [Syracuse University].

Aurora University in lllinois, United States is inviting
applications for an Adjunct Faculty. Application
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submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [Aurora University].

he Department of Physics at California State
University San Marcos in California, United States is
inviting applications for a Lecturer. Application
submission deadline is August 31, 2023. For more
details, see [California State University San Marcos].

The Department of Political Science in New York,
United States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [Syracuse University].

University of the District of Columbia in District of
Columbia, United States is inviting applications for an a
Director. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [University of the
District of Columbial.

University of Hong Kong in Hong Kong is inviting
applications for a Tenure-Track Professor.
Application submission deadline is July 25, 2023. For
more details, see [University of Hong Kong].

The Citadel in South Carolina, United States is inviting
applications for an Adjunct Faculty. Application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [The Citadel].

The Department of Government at the University
of Texas at Austin in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for a Non-Tenure Track Faculty Pool.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [University of Texas at Austin].

Reed College in Oregon, United States is inviting
applications for a tenure-track appointment in
American Politics. Application submission deadline is
September 15, 2023. For more details, see [Reed
Collegel.

Durham University in United Kingdom is inviting
applications for an Executive Dean. Application
submission deadline is September 4, 2023. For more
details, see [Durham University].

The Political Science Department in San Jose State
University in California, United States is inviting
applications for a Political Science Lecturer Pool.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [San Jose State University].
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Team:

Amanda Jaroen (aj), Caitlin Celetine Fernandez (ccf), Collin
Xia (cx), Dan Kristian Rivera (kr), Duc Quang Ly (dql),
Edward Green (ed), Guang Yang (gy), Hanzaw Aung (ha),
Kanokphong Visetvoharn, Khin Ohnmar Moe (km),
Lachlan Foster (If), Lucas Meier (Im), Morten Strantzen
(ms), Nath Kusolsong (nk), Muhammad Hussain Amin
(mha), Noor Afrose (na), Tatjana Buehring (tb), Tarazi
Mohammed Sheikh (tms), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus
Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Worrawit
Sirijintana (ws), Yesi Riana Yusnita Sari (ys), Yves Nunticha
Bowonnaowarux (ynb)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!

£ 1)

German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and Good Governance - CPG
Room 207, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University, 2 Prachan Road, Bangkok 10200, Thailand
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