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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue with the latest events,

developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Benin’s, Bolivia’s,

Burkina Faso’s, Jamaica’s and Niger’s Independence

Day and Switzerland’s National Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: First decline in personal mortgage

loans

(ms) According to the quarterly report released on July

28 by the People's Bank of China (PBC), China's central

bank, personal mortgage loans declined year-on-year

in the second quarter of 2023, the first time since the

PBC began keeping records in 2004. In response, the

Chinese government signaled the strengthening of

support as well as a departure from existing real estate

policies.

Personal mortgage loans now stand at the equivalent

of USD 5.4 trillion after a year-on-year decline of 0.7

percent. The decline is the consequence of a

downward trend in China's real estate sector that has

now persisted since at least the first quarter of 2022.

Due to the strict zero-COVID policy, both purchasing



power and confidence in the Chinese economy

suffered. Even after the end of the zero-COVID

strategy, the problems remain. The economy has not

bounced back as hoped, while the unemployment

rates remain high among young people, a target group

that is just coming into an age to buy the first real

estate, lead to a continuing downward trend in large-

scale consumption.  [South China Morning Post 1] [The

People's Bank of China]

The Chinese government is aware of the importance of

the real estate sector, which together with the related

industries is still responsible for more than 25 percent

of China's GDP, and against this backdrop the Central

Committee of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)

announced "great change" in the relationship between

supply and demand in the real estate market. Although

the exact content of this "great change" has not yet

been further explained, the removal of the slogan

"houses are for living, not for speculation" signals the

change in strategy. The slogan was first introduced by

the Chinese government in late 2016 and represented

the foundation of a series of government measures

against rampant speculative buying in the real estate

market, particularly in Tier 1 and Tier 2 cities. The

omission of the slogan could signal that the purchase

restrictions against large investors could be eased.

[CNBC] [Xinhua]

Not limited to the real estate sector but to the

weakening industry in general, China's National

Development and Reform Commission (NDRC), the

country's top economic planner, has presented a 20-

point catalogue to promote domestic spending.

Regarding the real estate sector, governments in

China's major cities have announced measures to

better meet the needs of the population, including

lowering payment requirements and mortgage rates

for first-time homebuyers. [Global Times 1] 

In addition to the real estate sector, the country's

growing e-vehicle industry has also been identified as

an important area by the NDRC. It calls on provincial

governments to better adapt to consumers. Although

very vaguely formulated, provinces should take

measures to make the purchase of cars more

attractive according to local circumstances, an

important means being the expansion of the e-car

infrastructure, e.g., a better network of charging

stations. In addition, all provinces should refrain from

imposing new purchase restrictions. [Global Times 2]

[South China Morning Post 2]
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China: Relaunch of voluntary carbon

market as early as October

(ms) Experts believe that the China Certified Emission

Reduction (CCER) scheme, a voluntary carbon market,

could be relaunched as early as October after a six-

year suspension.

The CCER was launched in 2012 but suspended

indefinitely in 2017 due to low trading volumes. A

relaunch of the CCER would complement the already

existing Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS). The ETS is

also a carbon market, but it is primarily focused on

large-scale projects.

The CCER would be directed at smaller projects or

projects that do not qualify for the ETS for other

reasons, and thereby would fill an existing gap in

China's ambition to achieve climate neutrality by 2060.

[South China Morning Post] [S&P Global]

China: Wang Yi sets goals for his second

term as foreign minister

(ms) Following his reappointment as Chinese foreign

minister, Wang Yi in his first appearance promised to

"resolutely safeguard" national interest and to "unite

more closely around the Chinese Communist Party's

(CCP) Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at

the core."

Wang, who previously held the post of foreign minister

from 2013 to 2022 and was then elevated to the

Politburo during the CCP's 20th National Congress and

promoted to director of the office of the Central

Foreign Affairs Commission, assumed the post of

foreign minister for the second time after his successor

Qin Gang was removed from office after only about

half a year on July 25, following a month of no public

sightings [see AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4].

Speculations about the reason for Qin's removal as

well as his whereabouts continue to flourish, with the

official narrative being that health problems were

responsible for the replacement. However, the brief

disappearance of records of Qin's work as foreign

minister on the site of the Chinese Foreign Ministry has

fueled rumors that the removal was a purge. The

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for its part, said that the

media should not "over-decode" this. [South China

Morning Post]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-o/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-b/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-n/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-p/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-p/


China: Former City Secretary sentenced to

suspended death sentence

(ms) Zhou Jiangyong, the party secretary of Hangzhou,

the capital of eastern Zhejiang province until 2021, has

been sentenced by a Chinese court to a suspended

death sentence for accepting the equivalent of USD 25

million in corruption money, a sentence that is likely to

be commuted to life imprisonment.

Zhejiang, as one of China's economic hubs, and

Hangzhou, as the home of tech giants Alibaba and its

subsidiary Ant Group, were the reason for the special

attention paid to Zhou's corruption case. Zhou

allegedly helped individuals and companies secure

land rights and contracts for large projects. After the

start of the tech crackdown on the private tech sector,

Zhou became the first high-ranking official to be

investigated for corruption [Bloomberg] [South China

Morning Post 1].

In addition to Zhou, another corruption case involving

China's private sector has also resulted in the dismissal

of Jiao Xiaoping. Jiao, who was General Director of the

China Public Private Partnerships Center and thus in

charge of overseeing the country's private sector

investments, was expelled from the party for "serious

violations of discipline and law," an often-used

euphemism for corruption. According to the statement

from the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection

(CCDI), the country's anti-corruption body, Jiao is said

to have "exacerbated the risks of the government's

hidden debt and created risks to financial security."

The term "hidden debt," refers to lending processes

through informal channels through which local

governments accumulate debt that does not appear

on official balance sheets, making them particularly

vulnerable to corruption. [South China Morning Post 2]

China: More than 8.000 social media

accounts blocked in latest internet

crackdown

(ms) The Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC)

announced on August 2 that it had blocked more than

8,000 social media accounts in the latest internet

crackdown against "rumors" and "false information,"

especially accounts containing posts against the

Chinese-made passenger aircraft were targeted.

The crackdown referred to a campaign launched on

July 15 (see AiR No. 29, July/2023, 3). In addition to
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taking action against allegedly "unpatriotic" content,

the campaign was primarily aimed at combating

rumors and unflattering information against the

generally faltering Chinese economy.

In particular, the CAC focused its attention on accounts

that spread critical content against the first Chinese-

made passenger aircraft, the C919, via social media.

Although the C919 was developed and produced in

China, the Chinese aviation industry is still dependent

on the aircraft manufacturer behemoths Airbus and

Boeing for the production of elementary parts of the

aircraft, including the engine and important

electronics. In the context of ongoing strained U.S.-

China relations and U.S.-led economic sanctions,

particularly on advanced technologies, against China

are said to have extended to the technology needed

for the C919. Accounts that have reported on this

situation or spread false information based on it have

been blocked by the CAC. [South China Morning Post]

China: Three high-ranking corruption

cases in PLA's Rocket Force

(ms) Only shortly after the South China Morning Post

reported that three high-ranking officials of the

People's Liberation Army (PLA) Rocket Force are under

investigation by the PLA's internal anti-corruption

agency, the Commission for Discipline Inspection of

the Central Military Commission (CMCCDI), President Xi

Jinping appointed Wang Houbin as the new

Commander in Chief.

According to the information, the now replaced

commander Li Yuchao as well as Zhang Zhenzhong

and Liu Guangbin, his former and hitherto deputies,

are under investigation. Officially, even with Wang's

appointment, no more specific information about the

whereabouts of the three missing officers has been

revealed.

In addition to Wang, Xu Xisheng was also appointed as

the new political commissar of the Rocket Force and

both were elevated to the rank of general. The timing

of the new appointment was likely to coincide with the

PLA's August 1 anniversary.

The PLA Rocket Force was established in 2015 by

President Xi and since then has been responsible for

expanding China's nuclear arsenal, among others. In

addition, it plays an important role in China's efforts

regarding Taiwan's reunification with mainland China,

which have been stepped up significantly in the past

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-a/


year. [Reuters] [South China Morning Post 1] [South

China Morning Post 2]

China: Hong Kong Court dismisses

government bid to ban protest song

(ms) A Hong Kong court on July 28 dismissed the Hong

Kong Department of Justice's bid to ban the song,

"Glory to Hong Kong."

The song was created in mid-2019 and became the

anthem of the anti-government protests taking place

this year. Despite the ban not being imposed, the

judge in charge stressed that the publication and

distribution of the song, with illegal intent was already

prohibited under the current National Security Law

introduced by Beijing 2020, but completely banning

the song would be too much of an intrusion on the

country's freedom of speech.

The starting point for the government's bid were

various mix-ups at sporting events during which the

protest song was played instead of Hong Kong's official

anthem, "March of the volunteers," because a search

on the usual search engines showed " Glory to Hong

Kong" as the city's anthem.

The Department of Justice's application was aimed at

banning the display of the song completely in the city,

this, in addition to the feared "chilling effects" against

the freedom of speech, was a decisive reason for the

rejection of the application, because the judge was of

the opinion that the bid would not achieve the desired

goal.

The Department of Justice announced that it would

review the ruling and, if necessary, appeal the decision

[Hong Kong Free Press] [South China Morning Post]. 

Japan: Population drops in all prefectures

for the first time

(ed) On July 26, the government published data which

revealed that the population of Japanese citizens

declined by 801,000 from 2022 to 2023, which

represents the largest decline since records began, as

well as the first time when all of Japan’s prefectures

have reported a decline in population. 

According to the official figures, as of January 1, 2023,

Japan had a population of 125,416,877. Including

foreign nationals, the population declined over the
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year by 511,000. This is in spite of the foreign

population rising by 289,000 to 2,993,839, which has

been attributed to the easing of COVID-19 border

restrictions. 

The dramatic fall in population comes as Prime

Minister Fumio Kishida’s government has called for

“unprecedented” measures to reverse the

demographic decline. Kishida has pledged to set aside

JPY 3.5 trillion to stimulate the birthrate, through

childcare packages and subsidies for education. [AP

News] 

The data confirms many of the challenges to

childrearing that have exacerbated the declining

fertility rate. New births are concentrated in urban

areas, while in rural areas, where childcare services are

scarce due to the low rates of enrollment, births are

relatively lower. [Asahi Shimbun] 

While Okinawa Prefecture was previously the only

prefecture to record a growth in population, this is no

longer the case, as all prefectures have reported a fall

in population. [Kyodo News] 

Japan: Government proposes new

measures to combat sexual assault

against minors

(ed) On July 26, the government unveiled new

measures to prevent sexual assault against young

people. The new policies come in the wake of a scandal

of sexual abuse surrounding the late talent agent

Johnny Kitagawa which has come to prominence in

recent weeks. 

The new measures include a hotline for male victims of

sexual assault, available to victims of any age. Such

measures were deemed necessary due to inadequate

support for male victims of sex crimes, who have been

the focus of the Johnny Kitagawa scandal, who when

alive was one of the most powerful people in the

Japanese entertainment industry. 

The measures also plan for a Disclosure and Barring

Service, which would ban sex offenders from working

with children. Applying to such jobs would require a

certificate to prove the applicant has no record of

sexual assault. The government also plans to raise

awareness of sexual assault among young people. [AP

News] [Japan Times] 
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Japan: Central Bank signals move towards

monetary tightening 

(ed) On July 28, the Bank of Japan (BoJ) jolted global

markets by signaling a move away from its

controversial Yield Curve Control (YCC) policy towards

a regime of monetary tightening.  

The BoJ’s policy of negative interests and capping bond

yields has been in place for around 25 years in an

attempt to provide monetary stimulus the Japanese

economy, aiming to revive the economy from the

crises of the 1990s. The rising costs of the YCC scheme

and newly rising inflation contributed to the BoJ’s

decision to allow “greater flexibility” in its operation,

effectively moving towards monetary tightening. 

The alterations to the YCC, which involve capping

government bonds yields at a “reference” of 1.0

percent instead of a strict 0.5 percent, will likely lead to

a stronger and more volatile Japanese Yen, as well as

more expensive public borrowing costs. Japan is

especially vulnerable to higher interest rates due to its

debt-to-GDP ratio of 161 percent. [Japan Times 1]

[Japan Times 2] [The Economist] 

Japan: Country’s oldest nuclear reactor

restarted for first time since 2011

(ed) Japan’s oldest nuclear reactor resumed operations

on July 28 in line with the new government policy

which allows nuclear power plants to operate past 60

years. 

The Takahama nuclear power plant’s No. 1 reactor

began activity in 1974. However, the reactor was shut

down after a regular inspection in January 2011, before

the nuclear disaster at Fukushima in March 2011. After

restarting operations on Friday, it is now scheduled to

restart commercial activity in August. 

In order to meet the country’s climate goals and its GX

(green transformation) policy, Prime Minister Fumio

Kishida’s government altered Japan’s nuclear policy in

May 2023 to allow reactors to extend operations past

the limit of 40 years, a principle that was imposed after

the Fukushima disaster in 2011. 25 nuclear reactors

across the country have now applied for safety

screenings as a first step to restarting operations. 

The recently restarted Takahama No. 1 reactor could

be Japan’s first nuclear reactor to run for more than 60

years. However, concerns have been raised about the
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state of reactor components after many decades of

use. [Asahi Shimbun] 

Japan: Minimum wage increase set to

surpass government target

(ed) A government goal to increase the average hourly

minimum wage to JPY 1,000 (USD 7) is set to be met

after a labor ministry panel proposed an increase of

the current rate to JPY 1,002, an increase of 4.3 percent

from the current average wage. 

A minimum wage of JPY 1,000 has been a government

target since 2015. The government has stressed the

importance of wage increases to revive Japan’s

economic growth and counter price rises from

inflation. 

This year, annual negotiations between labor unions

and companies ended with an average pay increase of

3.58 percent, a 30 year high. However, inflation has

also increased 3.3 percent year on year. Nevertheless,

the pay increases may show changing mindsets among

Japanese business leaders to become more willing to

pay workers higher salaries [Japan Times] 

Japan: New job opportunities for foreign

students in vocational schools

(ed) Japan is set to revise immigration rules to expand

job opportunities for foreign vocational students in an

effort to attract more foreign students to stay in the

country. The rules will allow foreign graduates from

accredited schools to enjoy similar job opportunities as

Japanese university graduates. 

Foreign graduates from vocational schools currently

face strict requirements to show relevance between

their course of study and path of employment,

resulting in around ten percent of vocational students

returning to their home countries after graduation. 

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and other policymakers

have sought to improve the opportunities available to

foreign students to encourage them to stay in Japan.

The new guidelines on vocational students will make

judgements on their eligibility for work visas more

flexible. [Asahi Shimbun] 
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Mongolia: Cabinet session

(tb) The Mongolian cabinet met on July 26 for a regular

session. The decisions are the following: 

Money from the Government's reserve fund will be

allocated for the reconstruction of bridge structures

that have been damaged due to floods in the last

weeks. 

On the order of the Minister of Education and Science,

a working group has been set up that will focus on

addressing the challenges of providing a healthy and

safe learning environment for children. It aims to

increase access to schools and kindergartens.  

Furthermore, the draft law on ratifying the

"International Convention on Tax Treaties" will be

presented to the State Great Khural, the Mongolian

parliament. 

Mongolia and Bulgaria discussed and supported an

agreement on international road transport, with the

Prime Minister given the right to sign the agreement.

Minister of Health S. Chinzorig was assigned to present

the current state of drugs and medical equipment in

Mongolia and future measures. [Montsame]

North Korea: Government orders to

deepen Tumen River to control defection 

(tms) North Korea's Ministry of State Security (MSS)

recently issued a directive to its border patrol units to

deepen the Tumen River, aiming to deter people from

defecting.   

The MSS considered border protection as challenging

as going to war and stressed the need to utilize all

available means to stop defections. The river

excavation was deemed valuable as the sand and

gravel extracted could be used for constructing border

barriers. 

The MSS also instructed the construction of guard

posts every 300 meters along the narrow and easily

crossable sections of the river in the no man's land

along the border. [Daily NK] 

North Korea: New arrests for watching

South Korean dramas
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(tms) A man in his 30s, identified as Kim and residing in

North Pyongan Province, was recently arrested for

watching South Korean dramas, according to a source

from the area.  

The arrest took place in Kusong earlier this month

when Kim was caught watching a South Korean drama

titled "Strong Girl Bong-soon" using a USB drive

connected to his Notetel at home. The authorities are

actively seeking to identify the source of the USB and

any collaborators.  

Meanwhile, Kim's family is desperate to find a way to

save him, but the authorities' strong determination to

punish consumers of South Korean visual content

makes it unlikely that he will escape severe

punishment. His long history of enjoying South Korean

movies and dramas, which even led to a public struggle

session during his middle school years, adds to the

severity of his situation. 

The Reactionary Ideology and Culture Rejection Act of

North Korea outlines the penalties for possessing,

distributing, or even viewing South Korean movies,

songs, books, drawings, or photographs whereby

offenders can be sentenced to five to 10 years of

reform through labor, and for more severe cases, the

punishment may extend to 10 years or more. [Daily

NK] 

North Korea: Satellite imagery uncovers

unnotified dam water discharge

(tms) Satellite images have revealed that North Korea

released water from the Hwanggang Dam without

prior notice, despite South Korea's request for

notification, reports U.S.-based radio company Planet

Labs.  

The Hwanggang Dam is situated in the upper region of

the Imjin River, which flows from the north to the

south of the Korean Peninsula. The satellite photos

indicated that some floodgates of the dam were wide

open on July 20, causing visible water turbulence due

to the sudden release of water. The water discharge

continued over the following days, with more

floodgates seen open later in the week. 

The report suggests that the recent water discharges

were likely intended to control the water level and

were not sufficient to cause flooding in the lower

region of the Imjin River in South Korea.  
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The South Korean government previously made

multiple requests to Pyongyang, urging them to give

prior notice of planned water releases from the dam,

citing an inter-Korean agreement signed in October

2009, in which the North committed to notifying the

South before such water releases. 

The agreement was signed after an incident that

resulted in the death of six South Koreans due to an

unnotified dam water discharge. North Korea,

however, has not adhered to the agreement and has

failed to provide advance notice of its dam water

releases since 2011. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2] 

South Korea: Total population declines in

2022

(tms) South Korea's total population has declined for

the second consecutive year in 2022 due to critically

low birth rates and an aging population, according to

data from the 2022 census by Statistics Korea.

The total population now stands at 51.69 million,

showing a decrease of 46,000 people or 0.1 percent

compared to the previous year. This decline in

population follows the first on-year decrease in 2021

since 1949. 

The population decline is partly offset by an increase in

the number of foreigners living in South Korea, which

rose by 6.2 percent to reach 1.75 million. However,

South Korean nationals still make up the majority at

96.6 percent. 

The country faces demographic challenges, with a

chronic low birth rate and rapid aging. Factors

contributing to the low birth rate include the

protracted economic slowdown, high housing prices,

and changing social norms surrounding marriage.  

In May, only 18,988 babies were born, the lowest

number for that month since data collection began in

1981. This trend of declining births has continued for

90 consecutive months. 

The working-age population (aged 15 to 64) accounted

for 36.69 million people, comprising 71 percent of the

total population. On the other hand, the proportion of

South Koreans aged 65 and above has risen

significantly, accounting for 18.1 percent of the

population, compared to 11.3 percent in 2010. The

senior index, which indicates the number of individuals

aged 65 and above per 100 people aged 14 and below,

has also increased to 156.1, reflecting the aging trend. 
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The census also revealed an increase in single-member

households, reaching 7.5 million, up by 4.7 percent

from the previous year, and accounting for 34.5

percent of all households. Additionally, multicultural

households, comprising both South Koreans and

foreigners, reached 399,000 in 2022, showing an

increase of 14,000 from the previous year. [Yonhap] 

South Korea: Government to expand

support for multiple births

(tms) The South Korean government has proposed

new measures to provide additional support for

parents with twins and other multiple-birth babies.

Under the plan by the Ministry of Health and Welfare,

the number of vouchers given to mothers of multiple-

birth babies to cover medical bills related to pregnancy

or maternity services will be increased.  

Currently, mothers receive a total of KRW 1.4 million

(USD 1,100) for all their children, but this will be

increased to KRW 1 million (USD 790) per child,

meaning a mother pregnant with quadruplets will

receive KRW 4 million in vouchers. 

The reason for these policy changes is the increasing

number of births of twins and higher-order multiples

in Korea, which has risen from 3.9 percent in 2017 to

5.4 percent in 2021. This increase is partly attributed to

the growing use of infertility procedures like in vitro

fertilization and artificial insemination, which have

been found to result in a higher rate of multiple-birth

pregnancies. 

The proposed policies also include extended

opportunities for reduced working hours due to

pregnancy. Mothers expecting triplets or higher-order

multiples will be able to claim shorter working hours

from 32 weeks, four weeks earlier than other mothers,

due to the higher risk of premature birth. 

Additionally, the proposed changes aim to provide

longer maternity leaves of 15 days for these mothers,

instead of the standard 10 days, to allow for more

recovery time. 

From 2024, the number of postpartum care assistants

will correspond to the number of newborns, and the

supported period will be extended to 40 days,

compared to the previous limit of 25 days. [Korea

Herald] 
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South Korea: Government unveils tax

code revision bill

(tms) South Korea has introduced a tax code revision

bill to counter the economic slowdown and boost

growth. The focus is on providing tax cuts to

businesses and reducing financial burdens for the

public.  

However, these measures may lead to concerns about

falling tax revenue, as the first five months of 2023

already saw a significant decrease due to weak

corporate earnings. 

The revision includes tax deductions for expenditures

on TV programs, movies, and streaming content

production by major producers. Small-sized companies

can receive higher deductions of up to 30 percent. To

qualify, a portion of the spending must be made

domestically. 

In a bid to promote future growth, the

biopharmaceutical industry will be added to the list of

strategic sectors eligible for additional tax cuts on R&D

spending and investment. Other sectors on the list

include chips, batteries, vaccines, displays, hydrogen,

and future cars. 

Companies engaged in reshoring their businesses back

to South Korea will receive full tax cuts on income and

corporate taxes for seven years, with an additional

three-year period of a 50-percent tax reduction.

Overseas resource development projects will get a 3

percent tax cut based on their investment. 

The government also aims to support business

succession by lowering the gift tax rate on stakes to 10

percent for amounts between KRW 6 billion (USD 6.68

million) and KRW 30 billion (USD 23.5 million) when

parents hand over their companies to their children.

To qualify for this reduction, the company's valuation

should be under KRW 500 billion, and the children

must actively lead the business for at least five years. 

To alleviate the financial burden on low-income and

middle-class individuals, the government plans to

waive gift tax on wedding funds of up to KRW 100

million, increase financial support for low-income

households, provide tax cuts on medical expenses for

children aged six and below, and raise the ceiling on

tax cuts for charitable contributions exceeding 30

million won. 

The combined measures are estimated to lead to a

decrease in tax revenue of KRW 471.9 billion over the



next four years, raising concerns over future

government collections.  

The proposal is expected to go through the approval

process in late August and be submitted to the

National Assembly in September for implementation.

[Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]  

South Korea: National Assembly passes

bill for state funding to prevent flood

damage

(tms) The National Assembly of South Korea has

approved a revision to the River Act, which includes

provisions for state funding to renovate provincial

rivers to prevent flood damage.  

The key element of the revision allows the government

to offer financial assistance for the management of

large rivers in rural regions that play a crucial role in

flood control. [KBS] 

South Korea: Government to conduct

safety checks on all new flat-plate

apartments amid parking lot tragedy 

(tms) In response to the recent collapse of a public

apartment's parking lot, South Korea's land ministry

announced to conduct safety inspections on all new

flat-plate structure apartment complexes in the private

sector. The inspections will check for sufficient use of

reinforcing bars (rebars) in the buildings.  

Previously, safety checks on public apartments had

revealed 15 out of 91 complexes with insufficient

rebars in their columns.  

The government aims to hold those responsible

accountable through severe disciplinary measures and

legal actions. Additionally, President Yoon Suk Yeol

instructed the land minister to investigate suspected

cases of shoddy construction of underground parking

lots at apartment complexes. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2] 

South Korea: Teachers hold large-scale

rally demanding revision of child abuse

law

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ty/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-tj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-tt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ti/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-td/


(tms) More than 30,000 teachers and supporters held a

rally in downtown Seoul, demanding changes to South

Korea's child abuse law, arguing that the current law

enables parents to falsely accuse teachers of

misconduct without proper investigation.  

The Act on Special Cases Concerning the Punishment

of Child Abuse Crimes allows parents to report

teachers to the authorities without thoroughly

examining the situation or giving teachers a chance to

defend themselves. 

The protesters planned to hold weekly rallies until

early September, which would mark 49 days since the

death of a 23-year-old teacher who died by apparent

suicide in a Seoul elementary school classroom earlier

that month.   

South Korea has worked towards creating a classroom

environment that respects human rights by eliminating

corporal punishment and relaxing rules on school

uniforms and appearance. However, attempts to foster

an inclusive environment involving both students and

teachers have faced opposition from parents of

troubled students. 

Anonymous teachers and parents shared their

experiences of being falsely accused of child abuse

during the rally. [Korea Herald] 

South Korea: Government to merge

supervision of kindergartens, nurseries 

(tms) The government plans to integrate the

management of kindergartens and nurseries under the

Ministry of Health and Welfare and the Ministry of

Education, respectively, to streamline state oversight

of children's education and daycare services. 

Education Minister Lee Ju-ho announced the initiative,

aiming to transfer the welfare ministry's budget and

resources for nursery supervision to the education

ministry by the year's end. This move will consolidate

the management of both education and daycare

services for children under one institution. 

In the past, attempts to merge childcare and education

management faced challenges due to differing

opinions among involved parties.  

By 2025, the government aims to introduce a unified

model that combines education and childcare services

for young children. The specific concept of this model

will be announced at the end of this year after

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-th/


thorough research and consideration of various

demands and functions of nurseries and

kindergartens. [Korea Times] 

South Korea: Unification Ministry poised

to get tough on North Korea under new

leader

(tms) Under the new leadership of Kim Yung-ho, who

was appointed by President Yoon Suk-yeol on July 28,

the Ministry of Unification is taking decisive steps to

reshape its institutional structure related to inter-

Korean relations.  

The restructuring aims to enhance flexibility,

competitiveness, and efficiency within the ministry,

given the prolonged suspension of inter-Korean

dialogue and the complexities of the international

political landscape, particularly tensions between the

United States and China. 

A new department will be established to address the

plight of South Korean abductees, prisoners of war,

and other citizens detained in North Korea. The

ministry's broader objectives include analyzing the Kim

Jong-un regime, addressing human rights issues in

North Korea, and facilitating the resettlement of North

Korean defectors. 

Kim Yung-ho, in his inauguration speech, emphasized

that true inter-Korean unification aligned with South

Korea's Constitution can only be achieved if North

Korea corrects its wrongdoings. [NK Daily] [Korea

Herald] [Korea Times] 

South Korea: Prime minister suggests

president reshuffling of vice minister-

level official

(tms) Prime Minister Han Duck-soo proposed to

President Yoon Suk Yeol the reassignment of a vice

minister-level official due to alleged mishandling of a

fatal underpass flooding incident that resulted in the

deaths of 14 people earlier this month.  

The incident occurred in Osong, located in western

Cheongju, about 112 kilometers southeast of Seoul,

when torrential downpours caused an embankment to

collapse, flooding the underground roadway and

submerging several vehicles, including a bus, on July

15. 
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The Office for Government Policy Coordination,

operating under the Prime Minister's Office,

investigated to determine the causes of the flooding.

Negligence on the part of the National Agency for

Administrative City Construction (NAACC), a state body

responsible for constructing the administrative city of

Sejong, was identified as a contributing factor. The

director of NAACC failed in supervising the

construction of a nearby bridge, which resulted in the

demolition of the original embankment and the

construction of a weak emergency embankment, a

major factor in the deadly flooding. 

The suggestion for the reshuffling of the vice minister

was raised during a regular meeting at the presidential

office, but President Yoon's response to the proposal

remains undisclosed.  

Besides the vice minister's replacement, Prime

Minister Han also proposed additional reshuffling of

other high-ranking government officials, as well as fire

and police officers in the district responsible for the

accident. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2] 

South Korea: New chief of state

broadcasting watchdog nominated 

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol has nominated Lee

Dong-kwan, his special adviser for external relations,

to be the new chief of the Korea Communications

Commission, which serves as the state broadcasting

watchdog. The appointment is subject to a

parliamentary confirmation hearing. 

If appointed, Lee will replace Han Sang-hyuk, who was

dismissed by President Yoon in May due to his

indictment by prosecutors for allegedly being involved

in giving low scores to a right-wing cable channel, TV

Chosun, during its broadcasting license renewal

process in 2020. [Korea Herald 1] 

Lee previously served as senior presidential secretary

for press affairs during the Lee Myung-bak

administration. His nomination has been rumored for

several months, but it faced objections from the main

opposition Democratic Party. He also faced criticism

over separate allegations involving his son's reported

bullying of a fellow student in high school in 2011.

[Korea Herald 2] 

In response, Lee assured reporters at the presidential

office that his focus would be on restoring a fair media

ecosystem and promoting an environment where

information is freely distributed. [Yonhap] 
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South Korea: Top general commands

severe response in case of North Korean

provocation

(tms) South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman, Gen.

Kim Seung-kyum, called for a robust and overwhelming

response, including "unsparing" punishment, in case of

any North Korean provocation.  

Amid concerns of potential provocations from North

Korea during the upcoming South Korea-U.S. Ulchi

Freedom Shield (UFS) military exercise, Kim conducted

inspections at the Army's 5th Corps headquarters and

a general outpost of its 5th Infantry Division.  

Kim emphasized the need for troops to maintain a high

state of readiness and be prepared to deal decisively

with any deceptive and sudden provocations from the

enemy. [Yonhap] 

Taiwan: Observers revise down growth

forecast for 2023 

(ed) Numerous analysts have revised down Taiwan’s

gross domestic product (GDP) forecasts for 2023 as the

country’s exports suffer in the depressed global

market.  

On July 27, Academia Sinica, Taiwan’s premier research

institute, reduced its GDP prediction from 2.41 percent

to 1.56 percent. This follows on from the Taiwan

Institute of Economic Research, which revised its

growth prediction down from 2.31 percent to 1.66

percent on July 25. The Chung-Hua Institution for

Economic Research also lowered its forecast from 2.01

percent to 1.60 percent. 

Academia Sinica blamed the “global economic

slowdown induced by monetary tightening by major

central banks” as the culprit for Taiwan’s economic

troubles. Taiwan is a major exporter of technology,

especially of crucial semiconductors. Despite this,

global sales have sharply declined this year due to

dampened demand worldwide, which has negatively

affected Taiwan’s overall economic growth. 

Academia Sinica forecasted Taiwan to retain its trade

surplus of 6.05 percent year on year. However, this

figure has shrunk from the year before. Academia

Sinica predicts that the demand for Taiwan’s products
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will remain “tepid” ahead, but the pace of decline will

be less serious later into 2023. 

The bleak picture painted by the recession in global

trade contrasts with the sustained growth in private

consumption, which will expand 5.77 percent.

Observers cited the continued effects of loosening

COVID-19 restrictions as boosting spending. [Academia

Sinica, in Chinese] [Taipei Times] 

Taiwan: Annual Han Kuang military drills

continue to take place

(ed) Taiwan’s 39th annual Han Kuang drills continued to

take place this week to test Taiwan’s readiness against

a potential invasion by the Chinese military. 

For the first time, a live-fire take-over drill was held at

Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport, Taiwan’s busiest

civilian airport. The drill lasted 40 minutes, whereby a

defending force faced off against an invading

helicopter force. With China’s new assault ship, the

Type 075 landing helicopter dock, helicopters can now

bypass the island’s coastal defenses and head straight

for the airport. Observers suggested that the Taoyuan

drill would help to prevent China flanking Taiwanese

troops from Taoyuan Airport and the vulnerable

beached north of Taipei. [Focus Taiwan] 

The 2023 Han Kuang drills have been inspired by

tactics employed by Ukraine’s defense against the

much larger Russian invading force. The drill at

Taoyuan Airport was modelled on the Battle of

Antonov Airport, where Ukrainian troops defended a

major airport north of Kyiv against Russian invaders.

[Deutsche Welle] 

Previously, it was thought that Taiwan’s eastern

seaboard would be safe from any Chinese attack.

However, new maneuvers have demonstrated China’s

capabilities to attack the east of Taiwan. A drill similar

to the one held at Taoyuan Airport was scheduled to

be held at Taitung Airport but was cancelled due to

Typhoon Doksuri. [Taipei Times] 

A further drill which took place was Project Tien Tiao,

which tested the Air Force’s capability to transfer its

chain of command from a compromised headquarters

in Taipei to a backup command center. Also in Taipei,

the military staged a hostage crisis and bomb threat in

Taipei Main Station on July 26. A bridge was also

blockaded to prevent an enemy force from advancing

into the city. 
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On July 27, President Tsai-Ing Wen visited the live-fire

anti-invasion drills held in Bali, the coastal district

north of Taipei. Also inspired by tactics observed in

Ukraine, a defending blue force faced off against a red

force which was executing an amphibious landing. The

defenders used anti-tank missiles, used to much

success in Ukraine, as well as smoke screens to

prevent the enemy landing, which was supported by

advancing helicopters. [Taipei Times 2] 

The 2023 Han Kuang drills are also notable for being

the first exercise to include female reservists. [Focus

Taiwan] 

Taiwan: Legislature updates sexual

harassment laws to combat abuse of

authority

(ed) On July 28, Taiwan’s legislature approved

amendments to the Gender Equity Education Act that

aims to safeguard victims of sexual harassment in

educational settings by restricting educators’

relationships with students. 

According to the updated law, educators are forbidden

to enter romantic relationships with students under

the age of 18. Relationships with students over the age

of 18 are not technically illegal but must not involve an

abuse of power and must be consensual. 

Taiwan has recently been scandalized by a #MeToo

movement which has implicated high level figures in

sexual assault allegations. The amended Gender Equity

Education Act is a product of cross-party efforts to

update anti-sexual harassment legislation. 

The law’s scope has also been expanded to cover

military and police academies, preparatory schools,

juvenile reformatory schools, and internships.  

The amended law restricts schools from abusing their

power to punish victims of sexual harassment who

report their case. If a person of authority is implicated

in a sexual harassment complaint, the investigation

must be carried out by an outside party. Victims can

also report their complaint for a further investigation

with any competent authority if they are unsatisfied

with the outcome. 

The law will come into force on March 8 next year,

which is International Women’s Day. Further

amendments to gender equality laws will be voted on

during the legislature’s extraordinary session from July

17-31. [Focus Taiwan] [Taipei Times] 
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On July 31, the legislature approved further

amendments to the gender equality law to protect

victims of sexual misconduct in work settings. The new

amendments will force people with authority accused

of sexual assault to leave their post or be transferred

to another position while under investigation. If found

guilty, the company is obliged to terminate the

worker’s contract within 30 days. Resultant

compensation will be scaled based on the

perpetrator’s level of authority. 

On the same day, the legislature approved

amendments to the Sexual Harassment Prevention Act

to give heavy fines to those who expose the

information of victims of sexual assault. [Taipei Times

2] 

Taiwan: Government proposes increasing

defense budget by 7.5 percent

(ed) An anonymous source has said that Taiwan’s

government is proposing to increase the country’s

defense budget to NTD 440 billion (USD 14.02 billion),

an increase of 7.5 percent from the previous year. 

Existing policy mandates that annual defense spending

must not be lower than the average economic growth

rate over the past three years, which would stipulate

the defense budget would be around NTD 400 billion.

However, the government is increasing the budget to

NTD 440 billion to purchase artillery, tanks and other

items.  

Combined with special funding allocated to enhancing

military capabilities and buying new jets, the total

proposed military spending over 2024 would be a

record high NTD 534.5 billion. 

The government is expected to present its final budget

to President Tsai-Ing wen in August, before it is sent to

the legislature for approval. 

Taiwan’s income is set to increase 4.7 next year to a

record NTD 2.7 trillion. Expenditure will also increase

to a record high of NTD 2.88 trillion, a 6.7 percent

increase. Other areas of increased spending will

include the social welfare budget, infrastructure and

zero-emissions technology. [Taipei Times] 
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Bangladesh: Petition seeks Supreme Court

prohibit largest Islamic party's political

activities

(na) A petition has been filed with the Supreme Court,

requesting a ban on all political activities conducted by

Jamaat-e-Islami, the largest Islamic party in

Bangladesh, including processions and gatherings,

until the resolution of the party's registration issue.

[The Business Standard]

For years, Jamaat was a major ally of the main

opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party, and their

coalition ruled the country between 2001-2006. But in

the years after Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina came to

power in 2009, five of Jamaat’s top leaders were

hanged after they were tried for war crimes dating

back to the country’s 1971 independence war against

Pakistan.

In 2013, then, Bangladesh’s High Court declared

Jamaat’s registration illegal, banning it from contesting

elections. However, the cancellation of the registration

remains under review by the Supreme Court through

ongoing appeal. Notably, Jamaat-e-Islami held its first

public rally on June 11 in over a decade, but

government officials made it clear that this did not

indicate a change in the ruling Awami League’s policy

towards Jamaat [see AiR No. 25, June/2023, 3].

Against this backdrop, two petitions were filed on in

late June with the Appellate Division of Bangladesh's

Supreme Court. One petition seeks to restrict Jamaat
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from engaging in political activities using its name or

banner, and the other accuses the party of contempt

of court for seeking registration during the ongoing

judicial review of its registration case. [AiR No. 27,

July/2023, 1]

The Court has accepted the petitions and referred

them to the full bench of the Appellate Division for a

hearing.

Bangladesh: Police clash with protesters

calling for prime minister to resign

(lm) Police in Bangladesh’s capital on July 30 clashed

with supporters of the country’s main opposition BNP

party who had gathered in the morning to block traffic

on key arterials around Dhaka. At least 90 people were

arrested, while two senior BNP leaders were taken into

police custody and later freed.

The BNP and its allies have staged a series of protests

since 2022 to demand the resignation of Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina and the transfer of power to a

non-party caretaker government until the next general

election, which is expected to be held by early January.

Since the start of the year, these protests have become

increasingly common, with rallies in July drawing tens

of thousands of people to the streets.

On July 28, then, thousands of supporters of the

governing Awami League and the BNP held separate

rallies in the capital over who should oversee the next

general election, expected to be held early next year.

Despite huge crowds, both rallies were peaceful, with a

large security presence. [Associated Press]

The United States, the European Union and the United

Nations have urged the sides to demonstrate restraint

and work towards holding a credible election. [The

Guardian] [CNN] [Al Jazeera] [Reuters]

Bangladesh: Ruling alliance to launch

weeklong programs against main

opposition BNP

(lm) The Grand Alliance, a Bangladeshi big-tent

electoral led by the ruling Awami League, on August 2

launched week-long rally, protest march, and human

chain to build public awareness against the main

opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party. [Dhaka

Tribune]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-hr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-hr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-hy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-hj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-hj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ht/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-hi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-hd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-hh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-hh/


Bangladesh: Election Commission,

Facebook delegation to discuss

propaganda on social media

(lm) Bangladesh’s chief election commissioner, Kazi

Habibul Awal, will hold a meeting with a Facebook

delegation on August 3 to discuss ways to prevent

propaganda on social media. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Five sentenced to death for

the murder of ruling party's youth wing

leader

(na) A Bangladesh district court has sentenced five

individuals to death and 14 others to life imprisonment

for their involvement in the murder of a local leader of

the ruling party's youth wing in 2015. The court also

fined each convict with an additional year of rigorous

imprisonment for defaulting on the fine. [UNB]

Bangladesh: High court mandates

inventory of Labundhua river

encroachments and polluters

(na) Bangladesh’s High Court has ordered the

submission of a complete list of individuals and

institutions involved in encroachment and pollution of

Labundha river in the outskirts of Dhaka.

On June 8, the Bangladesh Environmental Law

Association (BELA) filed a writ to safeguard the river

from encroachment and pollution, which poses a

threat to its existence. BELA contends that the river is

being used to discharge polluted water and effluents

from nearby factories, along with municipal waste,

including medical and plastic waste.

In response to the writ, the court also directs

continuous monitoring of Effluent Treatment Plants

(ETP) in industrial establishments near the river and

regular checks of water quality. A rule is issued to

explain the failure to protect the river and to consider

declaring it an ecologically critical area. Also,

authorities, including the environment department

and local officials, are required to respond to the rule

within four weeks. [Dhaka Tribune]
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India: Silence on Manipur violence sparks

no-confidence vote against Prime Minister

Narendra Modi

(lf/lm) India’s main opposition party, the Indian

National Congress (INC), have moved a no-confidence

motion against Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

government in parliament. The debate on the no-trust

motion in Parliament’s lower house will begin on

August 8, and Modi is expected to reply on August 10.

[The Hindu]

A no-confidence motion can only be moved in

Parliament’s lower house – the Lok Sabha - and will be

accepted if at least 50 lawmakers support it. Once

accepted, the speaker will announce a date for a vote

within 10 days. This is the second time that Modi's

government is facing a no-confidence motion since it

came to power in 2014.

With a clear majority in parliament for his Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP), the prime minister is well-expected

to survive the motion. But the vote is less about

unseating Modi, but instead forcing him to address

parliament on ethnic clashes in the BJP-ruled Manipur

state, where more than 130 people have been killed

and 60,000 displaced since violence broke out in early

May.

Prime Minister Modi had not commented in public

about the violence until recently, when videos showing

two women being paraded naked and molested by a

mob in Manipur sparked national outrage. The prime

minister condemned the mass assault as "shameful"

and promised tough action against the perpetrators.

[AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4]

However, some have suggested that the BJP may try to

avoid the vote altogether by fast tracking several bills

to fill up time in the parliamentary session before its

end on August 11. This will lead to a stand-off between

the BJP and INC, the latter of whom recently formed a

new coalition called INDIA to take to the 2024 General

Election. [Time] [BBC]

India: Central Government holds talks

with Kuki, Meitei groups in Manipur to

ease violence 

(lf) The Central Government of India has attempted to

ease the violence in Manipur by holding talks with Kuki

and Meitei ethnic militias. Lead by the nation’s

Intelligence Bureau Official to the Northeast Akshay
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Mishra, discussions were held with the leaders of Kuki

militant groups on July 26. A separate meeting was

held with the Coordinating Committee for Manipur

Integrity (COCOMI), a Meitei civil society group. Both

groups initially urged the Central Government not to

communicate with the other on July 25, however both

meetings moved forward under the terms of the

‘Suspension of Operations’ (SoO) agreement, intended

to halt hostilities and create an environment for

negotiation. 

The talks were said to mainly focus on the immediate

issue of ending the high levels of violence within

Manipur, which were brought to international

attention through a video shared on social media of

two women being sexually assaulted by a mob in the

state. [AiR, No. 30, July/2023, 4]

Discussions on a political solution to the violence are

said to be still distant. While the Kuki tribe are

advocating for a separate administration to protect

their interests, having lost faith in the Manipur

government, the Central Government is said to be

pushing for a return to the status quo in the short

term, hoping to stabilize the violence in the state so

that negotiations could be returned to later. Progress

is staggered however, with further talks set to occur.

[Outlook] [Mint]

India: Prime Minister Modi speaks to the

nation during monthly Mann Ki Baat radio

speech 

(lf) Indian Prime Minister Narendra modi addressed a

wide range of topics during the 103rd edition of his his

monthly speech presented on the radio program Mann

Ki Baat. Delivered on July 30, Mann Ki Baat is hosted by

Modi on the last Sunday of each month and is

broadcast on three national radio stations. The speech

is intended to address matters of domestic politics and

provide a monthly statement on the progress and

policies of the government. 

The Prime Minister began his speech at 11am by

addressing the impacts of monsoon weather across

India and hailing the collective effort made by Indians

to overcome the calamities of the storms. Modi also

praised the National Disaster Response Force of India

for its actions to assist those impacted the worst by the

monsoons. Modi also noted advancements in water

conservation, by highlight the states of Madhya

Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh who have seen water

usage drop in recent months. 
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The prime minister touched on international

developments, thanking the US government for

returning a number of artifacts to India in recent

months. Modi also thanked the Saudi Arabian

government for allowing Muslim women to make Hajj

pilgrimage to Mecca without a male companion. The

Prime Minister cited 4000 solo female travelers having

made the journey to the Holy City. A new campaign

called ‘Meri Mati Mera Desh’ – ‘My Mother, My Country’

in English - was also announced to honor the martyrs

and fallen soldiers of India. Programs will be held

across the country to praise these individuals,

including the placement of plants from across the

country near the National War Memorial in Delhi. 

Despite speculation, the prime minister did not

address the unfolding events in Manipur, maintaining

his silence on the violence which has caused

controversy with opposition MPs in recent weeks. Modi

instead addressed patriotic matters of national

development, as well as ongoing successes of the

central government under his guidance. [Hindustan

Times] [India TV News]

India: ‘INDIA’ opposition MPs make two-

day visit to violence-racked Manipur state

(lf) A 21-member delegation of opposition MPs

representing 16 different political parties completed a

two-day visit to the state of Manipur on July 29-30. The

MPs, who are all part of the opposition bloc known as

INDIA, have been critical of Prime Minister Modi’s

failure to speak out on the violence that has gripped

Manipur since May and hope to increase pressure on

the government to address the situation in the region

within the Lok Sabha. 

The opposition delegation visited relief camps in the

state on July 29, speaking with members of the Kuki

and Meitei peoples who have been negatively affected

by the tribal clashes. The bloc then met with Manipur’s

Governor Anusuiya Uikey, who is a member of Prime

Minister Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), on July 30

to whom they issued a memorandum acknowledging

the anger on all sides of the conflict. The

memorandum condemned the prime minister’s silence

as showing “his brazen indifference to the violence”

and noted “a sense of alienation amongst all

communities, which has to be addressed without

delay.” 

The visit follows a no-confidence motion which was

introduced to the Lok Sabha on July 26, spearheaded

by the INDIA bloc. The motion is highly unlikely to
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succeed in ousting Modi but is instead a tool being

used by the opposition to force him to address the

violence in Manipur within parliament, which the Prime

Minister has not yet done. No date has been set for the

vote as of yet. 

The INDIA bloc has yet to put forward a formal policy

statement or position on how it would handle the

violence in Manipur should it be elected in next year’s

General Election but has instead advocated for

parliament to discuss the unfolding situation. The BJP

slammed the visit as a “show-off” by the INDIA MPs,

whom it accuses of inaction on issues in Manipur when

its members were in government. [Times of India] [The

Indian Express]

India: Rajasthan state imposes new

‘welfare tax’ under landmark law to help

gig workers

(lm) The government of India’s Rajasthan state on July

24 passed a landmark legislation, the Rajasthan

Platform Based Gig Workers (Registration and Welfare)

Act 2023, to establish a welfare board and a dedicated

social security fund for the roughly 400,000 gig

workers in the state, a majority of whom work for ride-

hailing and food delivery services. [The Straits Times]

Apart from state grants, the fund will be financed

through a new tax imposed on each transaction made

on platform service providers such as Uber that rely on

gig workers. The quantum of this “welfare fee” has not

been specified yet.

This is the first such law in India dedicated to the

welfare of gig workers. Earlier this month, Karnataka, a

southern state also governed by the Indian National

Congress party, announced free accident and life

insurance cover worth more nearly USD 5,000 for gig

workers. The state government will pay the annual

premium for this cover.

India: At least five killed in Hindu-Muslim

clashes south of Delhi

(Im) At least five people, including two police

personnel, were killed in clashes between Hindus and

Muslims that erupted on August 1 south of India's

capital New Delhi after a Hindu religious procession

passed through the predominantly Muslim district of

Nuh in Haryana state. By evening, the violence had
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spilled over into neighboring Gurugram, where a

mosque was torched, killing the cleric and injuring

another person. In light of the violence, curfew orders

were imposed, the Internet shut off, and additional

security forces deployed. [South China Morning Post]

[The Straits Times]

Nepal: Supreme Court revokes

appointment of Koshi province chief

minister

(na) On July 27, Nepal’s Supreme Court invalidated the

appointment of Uddhav Thapa as Chief Minister of

Koshi province. The court found that the involvement

of the province assembly speaker in the government's

formation is unconstitutional, which mandates the

speaker's political neutrality. Furthermore, the court

issued a seven-day mandamus to establish a new

government involving two or more parties in the

province, or alternatively, to form a government as per

the constitution. [My Republica]

Earlier, Nepal's main opposition political party, the

Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist-Leninist

(CPN-UML), lodged a writ petition with the Supreme

Court, claiming that the newly formed government of

Koshi Province is unconstitutional [see AiR No. 28,

July/2023, 2]. In response to the writ petition, Nepal’s

Supreme Court has issued an interim order for the

recently established Koshi provincial government to

abstain from making decisions with lasting implications

[see AiR No. 29, July/2023, 3].

Nepal: Proposed election law faces

opposition from political parties

(na) A proposed election law is facing opposition from

political parties due to concerns that it goes against the

essence and spirit of the constitution.

The Election Commission (EC) finalized a draft bill in

the first week of July, integrating seven election laws to

improve election management. The proposed

amendments include barring candidates elected twice

through proportional representation from running in

the same category. Additionally, the draft introduces

the "None of The Above" (NOTA) option, allowing

voters to reject candidates, and mandates political

parties to ensure at least 33 percent representation of

women candidates under the first-past-the-post

system. [Constitution Net] [The Kathmandu Post]
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Against this backdrop, a former lawmaker from the

main opposition party expressed concerns that the

draft does not address the constitution's guarantee of

women's right to participate in all state bodies through

proportional inclusion. Moreover, she pointed out that

the EC forwarded the draft without ensuring

fundamental rights, as provided in the Constitution.

[My Republica]

Nepal: President Paudel approves bill to

criminalize usury

(na) On July 28, Nepal’s President Ram Chandra Poudel

officially approved a bill criminalizing usury, the illegal

action or practice of lending money at unreasonably

high rates of interest, which had previously been

approved by both houses of Parliament. [BNN]

The government initially introduced an ordinance on

May 3 to amend the criminal code and define usury as

a crime. However, as parliament didn't adopt it within

60 days, the ordinance expired. Later, a replacement

bill was presented and got approval from both houses.

[The Himalayan Times]

Under this new law, usury is strictly prohibited, and the

legislation encompasses penalties for unfair debt

recovery practices and charging excessive interest

rates. Individuals found engaging in unlawful financial

transactions may be subjected to imprisonment for up

to seven years, in addition to facing fines. Moreover,

the law addresses other punishable offenses, such as

threats and exploitation of borrowers.

Nepal: Main opposition party disrupts

parliament over gold smuggling case

(na) Nepal’s main opposition party, the Communist

Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist-Leninist (CPN-UML), has

disrupted parliamentary proceedings to demand the

formation of a parliamentary probe committee to

investigate a prominent gold smuggling case. However,

the ruling parties have rejected this proposal, asserting

that the government is already conducting its

investigation into the matter. [My Republica]

The smuggling operation took place on July 18,

involving 100 kilograms of gold with an estimated

value of USD 8.5 million. The illicit gold was seized at

Tribhuvan International Airport during customs

clearance, having been smuggled from Hong Kong [see
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AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4]. Since July 26, the CPN-UML

has been obstructing proceedings in Parliament’s

lower house.

Nepal: Accused politicians in Bhutanese

refugee scam seek High court

intervention

(na) Three individuals have approached a Nepalese

High Court, seeking the reversal of their imprisonment

in the fake Bhutanese refugee scam case. In June, a

Nepalese district sentenced 16 individuals to jail after a

hearing the case involving faking documents for Nepali

nationals to enter the United States as Bhutanese

refugees. The order followed a two-week detention

hearing [see AiR No. 25, June/2023, 3 ].

The three politicians implicated in the case – a former

home minister, a former deputy prime minister, and a

Bhutanese refugee leader, have appealed to the Patan

High Court demanding that the District Court's order

should be overturned, and they should be released on

their own recognizance. [My Republica]

Nepal: Prime Minister Dahal denies

involvement of child combatants in

Nepal's civil war

(na/lm) Nepal’s Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal in

a written statement responding to a petition filed at

the Supreme Court has refuted allegations that he

used child combatants during the during the country’s

civil war that killed thousands of people. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Prime Minister Dahal, a former Maoist guerrilla

commander, led rebels against Nepal's security forces

during the country’s 10-year insurgency, which ended

in 2006 with the signing of a peace deal overseen by

the United Nations (UN).

In 2007, the United Nations deemed more than 4,000

combatants, including nearly 3,000 minors,

“disqualified”. The "disqualified" status applied to

anyone under the age of 18 who was serving in the so-

called People’s Liberation Army Nepal, and those who

joined the Maoist group after the first ceasefire in

signed in May 2006 – six months before the peace deal

was signed. At the time, the government had provided

up to USD 6,000 to combatants who chose voluntary
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retirement. But those who were labelled “disqualified”

didn’t receive any substantial support.

Against this backdrop, the Supreme Court in June

issued a show cause notice in response to a petition

seeking the arrest of Prime Minister Dahal and

Baburam Bhattarai, who was widely considered the

second most powerful person in the Maoist movement

and later served as finance minister and prime

minister. The seven petitioners claim to have been

recruited as child soldiers during the 10-year

insurgency and were later labelled “disqualified by the

United Nations Missions in Nepal (UNMIN). [AiR No. 25,

June/2023, 3]

Though the petitioners have said Dahal and Bhattarai

used child combatants during the Maoist insurgency

and are therefore liable to punishment as per

international law, the prime minister claims that the

petitioners have accepted that UNMIN termed them

“minors” and not “child soldiers”. He said no document

related to the peace process accepts the use of child

combatants.

Nepal: Numerical strength of Nepal Army

fiercely debated

(lm) Nepal is currently in the midst of a heated

discussion regarding the appropriate size of its military

sparked by statements made by two members of

parliament. [The Kathmandu Post]

On June 20, lawmaker Swarnim Waglé cautioned that

the Himalayan nation could face serious consequences

if it does not make the "difficult" decision to rightsize

its armed forces. He pointed to the example of Sri

Lanka, which reduced its troop numbers in response to

its ongoing economic crisis, suggesting that Nepal's

current force of 90,000 troops might be unnecessary.

Former Foreign Minister Bimala Rai Poudyal added to

the discussion ten days later by questioning the

necessity of maintaining a large military during

peacetime. She argued that the likelihood of a physical

attack from neighboring countries was low and even if

such an attack occurred, the Nepali Army might not be

able to emerge victorious.

These statements caused a significant uproar on both

social and traditional media platforms. In response to

criticism from the public and retired military

personnel, both individuals clarified and moderated

their statements. Waglé acknowledged the importance

of obtaining consent from the security agencies before
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making any decisions. Similarly, Poudyal clarified that

she was merely seeking answers from the government

and defense minister about the justification for the

current size of the Nepal Army.

Nepal allocated USD 450 million, accounting for 3.5

percent of the total government expenditure for 2023-

24. Crucially, however, with 90 percent of the budget

directed towards recurrent expenditure, there is

limited room for investment in essential capital

expenditures, such as acquiring modern technologies

and equipment. In light of this, some observers have

argued that any downsizing of the military, without

reducing the overall budget, could free a larger share

of the budget for the military to invest in modern

technologies for the future.

Notably, while the military has responded quietly,

saying that the government determines the army’s size

based on the needs, retired military officials have

stepped in to counter these calls for downsizing.

Former Army Chief General Gaurav S.J.B. Rana

criticized the notion, referring to it as "undeveloped"

and "unschooled opinion." Similarly, another retired

army chief, General Binoj Basnyat, proposed

addressing resource constraints for national

development by doing away with the costly federal

system, among other measures. [The Diplomat]

Pakistan: Elections to be held according to

digital census conducted earlier this year,

prime minister says

(lm) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in an

interview on August 1 said the next general election

will be held on the basis of the country’s first-ever

nationwide digital census carried out in March. The

move is likely to be opposed by the junior partner of

his coalition government, the Pakistan People's Party,

which fears that this will delay the polls. [The Hindu]

The lower house of Pakistan’s Parliament, the National

Assembly, will complete its five-year term on August

12; fresh general elections must be conducted within

60 days as per the constitution. But if the National

Assembly is dissolved prematurely, it would give the

government 90 days to conduct elections. A caretaker

Prime Minister will administer the country until a new

government is formed after the polls.

Pakistan’s Election Commission has already expressed

its inability to hold general polls on the basis of the

latest census results, saying that it would have to carry

out a fresh delimitation of constituencies to reflect the
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updated population count. Moreover, the polls agency

argues that a constitutional amendment would be

required if the number of seats was altered following

the publication of census results, which was technically

impossible after the acceptance of the resignations of

former Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-

e-Insaf (PTI) party.

In the same vein, several legal experts, including the

Pakistan Bar Council Chairman and the Supreme Court

Bar Association President, have warned that the

general elections could be delayed until March 2024 if

the government notified the 2023 census, kicking in

the process for fresh delimitations. [Aaj]

Pakistan: Defense minister draws flak for

labelling female opposition lawmakers as

‘trash and leftovers’

(lm) Pakistan’s Defense Minister Khawaja Asif has been

catching flak for labelling female opposition leaders in

the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) party as "trash and

leftovers" of its chairman Imran Khan “which has to be

cleaned”. Asif made the remarks in Parliament while

responding to criticism by lawmakers of the

government’s attempt to bulldoze bills in the legislator.

[WION]

Notably, it was not the first time Asif had expressed

such sentiments in parliament. In an earlier joint

session, the minister called former federal minister

Sheerin Mazari a "tractor trolley" - a crude reference to

her weight. It was also far from the first time that such

language had been used in the legislature. Asif's

Pakistan Muslim League (PML-N) and the PTI have

frequently made sexist and misogynist remarks about

female parliamentarians in opposing parties. [BBC]

Pakistan: Afghan branch of Islamic State

claims responsibility for suicide bombing

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

(kr/lm) At least 54 people were killed and over 130

injured when a suicide bomber set off explosives at a

political rally in Pakistan's northwestern Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province on July 30. The blast took place

at a gathering of the Jamiat Ulema Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), a

Sunni political party known for its links to hardline

political Islam, in the former tribal area of Bajaur,

which borders Afghanistan. [CNN]
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An Afghan branch of the Islamic State group on August

1 claimed responsibility for the suicide bombing,

saying the attack was part of its ongoing conflict

against democracy, which it views as hostile to the

principles of “true Islam” and in opposition to its

“divine law.” The group, which is a rival of the Afghan

Taliban and al-Qaida, has previously targeted JUI-F

party leaders, as it considers them apostates. [TIME]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe

holds all-party conference to discuss

national reconciliation

(lf) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe held an

all-party conference on July 26, at which he spoke of

national reconciliation efforts and called for collective

discussions on implementing the proposed 13th

constitutional amendment to give Provincial Councils

greater autonomy. The conference comes after an

increase from Tamil communities and lawmakers in Sri

Lanka’s northern provinces pushing for the long

stewing amendment to be fully implemented by

devolving certain responsibilities from the central

government to the nation’s nine Provincial Councils. 

President Wickremesinghe noted that he, nor his

predecessors, had the authority to implement the

proposed constitutional change, but that the

responsibility laid Parliament. The president explained

that under the terms of the amendment, the

government would formulate policies which would

then be entrusted to the Provincial Councils for

implementation, and proposed that members of a

Provincial Council could be allowed to hold a seat in

Parliament concurrently, and vice versa. Numerous

other politicians from across Sri Lanka’s political

parties spoke and participated in the Conference,

signifying an increase in attention towards the

autonomy of Provincial Councils. [Daily Mirror]

[Adaderana]

The 13th amendment was put forward in 1987 as a

result of the Indo-Lankan Treaty, which sought to end

the Sri Lankan Civil War between the Sinhalese and

Tamil peoples by devolving powers to provinces,

creating a federal system of government. The

amendment has yet to be fully implemented, with

devolution of the police standing as the biggest hurdle

preventing its full adoption.

Several Tamil community leaders rejected an offer

from President Wickremesinghe last week to adopt the

13th Amendment in full, apart from terms relating to

police matters. These leaders appealed to Indian Prime
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Minister Narendra Modi to raise the issue with the

president during their meeting in New Delhi last week,

which he did through a tacit statement expressing

hope that negotiations would continue [see AiR, No.

30, July/2023, 4].

Sri Lanka: Foreign Affairs minister

supports establishment of Truth-Seeking

Commission

(lf) Sri Lanka’s Minister for Foreign Affairs Ali Sabry has

shown his support for the establishment of a national

Truth-Seeking Commission to address the impact of

the nation’s ethnic tensions and the 25-year civil war

(1983-2009), in a meeting with trade unions and civil

organizations representatives. The minister insisted

that the Commission should act independently from

the government, whose role should only be to facilitate

the success of truth-seeking and could have

international assistance through the support of

multilateral forums. 

Sabry also addressed the impact that the Truth-Telling

Commission could have upon his role as foreign

minister, by noting that an internationally

acknowledged reconciliation effort from Sri Lanka

would demonstrate to the world that the island was

taking accountability and moving past the ethnic

divisions which characterized the last 40 years of its

history. Examples of Singapore and South Africa were

cited during the meeting as testaments to the success

of reconciliation efforts. 

Saman Rathnapriya, the Director-General for Trade

Unions to President Wickremesinghe, noted the far-

stretching impact of the Sri Lanka’s three decade long

ethnically motivated conflict and the need for an

investigation into the extent of the damage. He also

noted that it would be necessary to inform the public

of the full picture of what a Truth-Telling Commission

would do, how it would operate, and the limits of its

authority to avoid unrest across Sri Lankan society.

These supportive comments for trust-telling and

reconciliation come the wake of increased attention

being placed the proposed 13th constitutional

amendment, which would empower Sri Lanka’s

Provincial Councils to take on greater autonomy, to

empower ethnic groups to take a more comprehensive

role in governing their regions. The hope is that a

Truth-Telling Commission can fully address the impact

that violence and targeted attacks have had upon

these ethnic communities, the Tamil people in
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particular, and create a path for forgiveness moving

forward. [Daily FT]

Sri Lanka: Bank leadership vote falsely

described as ‘opposition party political

victory’

(lm) Social media posts in Sri Lanka have shared a false

claim that the opposition National People's Power

(NPP) party has won an overwhelming majority of

votes during an election at a local bank in the island

nation. However, the vote was to elect the bank’s

executive board vice chairperson and not linked to

politics. The person elected to the position also denied

she has ties to the NPP. [AFP Fact Check]
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Cambodia: Preliminary results of general

election announced

(dql) Preliminary results for the 7th National Assembly

Election, held on July 23, were announced the National

Election Committee (NEC) on July 27. 

The NEC stated that out of 18 political parties only two

parties won seats in the National Assembly, namely

Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) of Prime Minister Hun

Sen and royalist Funcinpec. While the CPP garnered

82.3 percent of all validated votes, the Funcinpec party

received 9.2 percent. Voter turnout stood at close to 85

percent of registered voters. [Khmer Times 1] 
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The election has been dismissed by critics as a farce

after the only credible contender, the Candlelight

Party, was disqualified from the poll in May, for

reasons widely seen as far-fetched and politically

motivated [see AiR No. 22, May/2023, 5].  

Citing the disqualification of two leading opposition

political parties and the blockade of the social media

accounts of three regime-critical media organizations,

among others, United Nations High Commissioner for

Human Rights Volker Türk voiced concerns that “these

restrictions and other intimidatory measures created a

chilling effect, that deprived people of credible sources

of news and information when they needed to make

informed choices in the exercise of their democratic

rights.”  

Cambodia’s Permanent Mission to the UN Offices in

Geneva dismissed Türk’s criticism “misleading and

overly politicized,” insisting that election was “free, fair,

transparent, inclusive and peaceful.” [OHCHR] [The

Phnom Penh Post] 

In a latest development, the NEC announced on August

1 that official results of the election, along with the

allocation of seats in the National Assembly, will be

provided on August 4. [Khmer Times 2] 

Cambodia: Hun Sen’s reign to end 

(dql) Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen announced

on July 26 that he will step down in three weeks as

prime minister, with his oldest son Hun Manet to

succeed him in a power transition that will end Hun

Sen’s nearly four-decade long reign.  

45-year-old Western-educated Hun Manet, who holds

a master's degree in economics from New York

University in 2002 and a PhD in economics from the

U.K.'s Bristol University, currently serves as the leader

of Cambodia's army as well as the Head of the National

Counter-Terrorism Special Forces and Commander of

the Prime Minister's Bodyguard Unit. 

Hun Sen, who has been in power for 38 years, made

announcement days after his ruling party, the

Cambodian People’s Party (CPP), had claimed to have

won 120 out of 120 seats in the National Assembly in

the July 23 general election [see AiR No. 30, July/2023,

4] [Al Jazeera] [Time] 
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Cambodia: Life in prison sentences

against Nigerian drug traffickers

confirmed

(dql) The Supreme Court upheld a lower court’s

sentencing of two Nigerian drug traffickers to life in

prison. The two had been found guilty of transporting

more than one kilogram of cocaine from the United

Arab Emirates (UAE) to Cambodia in 2016. [Khmer

Times] 

Indonesia: Famine kills six in Central

Papua

(ys) Central Papua, the easternmost part of Indonesia,

is facing famine due to a long period of drought that

caused crop failure.  

According to the National Disaster Mitigation Agency

(BNPB), around 7,500 people in Agandugume and

Lambewi districts have been affected as of past

Sunday, July 30, and as many as six people have died

from dehydration and diarrhea. Some residents

consumed the spoiled crops in order to survive but

then fell sick with diarrhea.  

The temperature in the mountainous region of Puncak

Regent Papua could drop below 0 degrees Celcius,

posing another challenge for the residents to walk to

the nearby region for food supply.  

President Joko Widodo has ordered members of his

cabinet to act on the situation, but the rebel groups in

the Papuan region pose a challenge as many refused

to fly there. President then ordered the Indonesian

military (TNI) to guard the effort.  

The Coordinating Human Development and Culture

Minister Muhadjir Effendy flew directly to Central

Papua as a representative of the central government

to oversee the crisis. The Ministry of Social Affairs has

also delivered a total of 17 tons of humanitarian aid to

be disbursed to the affected districts. [The Jakarta

Post] 

Indonesia: Member of Jakarta City Council

plays a video game during a plenary

meeting 

(ys) A member of Jakarta City Councilor from the

Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle (PDIP), Cinta
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Mega, will be removed from her position after she was

caught playing a video game during a plenary meeting.

In a video that has since gone viral, Cinta was seen

playing a video game on a tablet owned by the City

Council, allegedly playing a slot machine in an online

gambling site, which bears a criminal sentence in

Indonesia.  

Cinta denied the accusation and apologized to the

public. She stated that she was only playing a game

prior to the start of the meeting and forgot to turn it

off when the meeting started. Despite her apology,

members of PDIP have decided to remove her from

her position and are currently waiting for the final

decision of the party’s central board. The PDIP has not

named her replacement. [The Jakarta Post] 

Indonesia: Presidential regulation to

protect publisher’s rights

(ys) The Communications and Information Ministry has

submitted a draft presidential regulation aimed to

protect publisher rights. The regulation that has been

in discussion since 2021 will require digital platforms

such as Google and Meta to prioritize news from

media outlets verified by the Press Council and to take

down news that was not in accordance with the Press

Law or journalistic ethics from their search engines

and other features.  

The Indonesian government has also been trying to

prevent fake news from spreading coming into an

election year in 2024. The public has been divided

between those that support “quality journalism” and

those that worry about the repercussion of the

regulation for small media outlets as it would limit

reader exposure to them.  

Google has voiced concern that the regulation will have

unintended consequences, such as limiting news

available to the public, and that it will only benefit

certain groups only. [CNN, in Bahasa Indonesia] [The

Jakarta Post] 

Indonesia: Former fisheries minister as

possible running mate for Anies

(ys) Susi Pudjiastuti, the former minister of maritime

affairs and fisheries under President Joko Widodo’s

Working Cabinet (Kabinet Kerja 2014-2019), is
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speculated to be Anies Baswedan’s potential running

mate for the 2024 election.  

The rumors began after Anies visited Susi’s private

residence in West Java, where Prabowo Subianto,

another candidate, also paid a visit the previous week.

The National Democratic Party (NasDem), the

Democratic Party and the Prosperous Justice Party

(PKS) are backing Annies under the Coalition of Change

for Unity (KPP), in which Annies has been entangled in

a debate over who will be his running mate as each

party backing him proposes it should come from their

parties. Susi has no affiliation with any political party

and was renowned for her unforgiving stance on illegal

fishing, which made her fall out of favor with President

Jokowi.

The National Democratic Party (NasDem) has

expressed its support for Susi and the Prosperous

Justice Party (PKS) stated that Susi could appeal to

female voters, whereas the Democratic Party played

down the rumors, adding that Annies has decided on a

running mate before meeting Susi.  

The former minister herself declined any request for

comment on the subject. [The Jakarta Post] 

Indonesia: New exporters’ rule eased

(ys) The Indonesian government is looking to ease the

new exporters’ rule. Under the new regulation of

export earnings, high-valued exporters must open

special accounts in Indonesia where they must keep at

least 30 percent of their total export proceeds for at

least three months. Effective from August 1, the new

regulation is imposed on businesses exporting mining,

plantation, forestry, or fisheries goods with earnings

surpassing USD 250,000 per export declaration, with

the aim to boost domestic foreign exchange supply.  

The regulation has been criticized by exporters, who

argue that it will hurt their business as the proceeds

are required to cover production, especially amid

plunging global prices and rising costs.  

To address this issue, the government is planning to

roll out schemes such as allowing export earnings

stored to be used as collateral for credit in rupiah and

for currency swaps, should exporters need some

rupiah in their accounts. Bank Indonesia, the central

bank, is also planning to offer competitive rates for

exporters’ earnings deposits, higher than those offered

by foreign banks. [Reuters] 
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Indonesia: Pertamina acquires Shell’s

Masela stake

(ys) The Indonesian state-owned oil and gas company

Pertamina officially acquired a 20 percent stake in the

Masela gas block from Shell out of the 35 percent

offered, whereas Malaysia’s Petronas acquired the 15

percent stake.  

The total acquisition amounts to USD 650 million and

will include the Abadi gas development project. A

representative from Pertamina said that the final

decision on the project would be made in 2026.  

Pertamina also signed a deal to take over Chevron’s

stake in the Indonesia Deepwater Development (IDD)

gas project, which will allow it to fast-track the

development of the resource. [Reuters] 

On the other hand, Pertamina is withholding the

planned initial public offering (IPO) of Hulu Energi due

to the fall in oil prices. The new date will be announced

later pending market momentum but will not be in

2023. The Hulu Energi is the upstream unit of

Pertamina. [The Jakarta Post] 

Indonesia: TikTok won’t launch cross-

border e-commerce services amid

concerns

(ys) TikTok will not launch a cross-border business in

Indonesia amid concerns over how the plans could

flood the country with Chinese products.  

TikTok has been working on a “full service” program,

named “Project S”, that would grant access to cross-

border e-commerce, helping Chinese merchants to sell

goods globally. The program has undergone trial in the

UK.  

The Indonesian Minister of Cooperatives and Small and

Medium Enterprises Teten Masduki stated that such a

program could hurt local businesses by creating an

unequal playing field and predatory pricing in

Indonesia and that TikTok has promised it will not do

so. The head of communications of TikTok Indonesia

said that TikTok has no intention to launch the

program in Indonesia and will continue to support

local sellers. [Reuters] 
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The Indonesian government is also planning to ban the

online sale of imported goods under USD 100 in order

to protect local small and medium enterprises. In

addition, the imported goods will have to obtain a

supplementary license, known as the Indonesian

National Standard (SNI). [Inside Retail] 

Lao PDR: Bridge official accused of

charging passport stamping fees

(ws) The Management Board of the 2nd Lao-Thai

Friendship Bridge is currently investigating complaints

regarding the imposition of fees for passport stamping

during travel after a Facebook post went viral. The post

alleged that immigration officials were charging a fee

of 200 baht for entry stamps into Thailand and an

additional 200 baht for exit stamps. 

Subsequently, the head of the Management Board at

the bridge clarified that charging fees for passport

stamps at the border crossing, whether during entry or

departure, is strictly prohibited, and officially, no such

charges are imposed. Nevertheless, authorities are

taking the claim seriously and conducting an

investigation to verify its authenticity.  

The 2nd Lao-Thai Friendship Bridge is a significant

cross-border bridge that connects Savannakhet

province in Laos with Mukdahan province in Thailand.

[Vientiane Times] 

Lao PDR: Prime minister calls for boosting

Lao-made goods

(ws) Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone is urging an

increase in manufacturing output to enhance the

availability of Lao-made goods and reduce the volume

of imported items, especially those that can be

produced domestically. 

During a visit to the Toyo Lao Pipe factory on July 23,

the Prime Minister advised the company and the

Ministry of Industry and Commerce to identify

products suitable for manufacturing in Laos and keep

records of their annual production quantities. This

data will help assess domestic supplies and adjust

import volumes accordingly. 

To support domestic production, the Prime Minister

called on the Ministry of Information, Culture, and

Tourism to collaborate with businesses in running

public relations campaigns. The objective is to promote
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Lao-made products through various advertising

channels, reaching customers, investors, and the

public. [Vientiane Times] 

Laos: Chinese human rights lawyer

arrested in Vientiane

(dql) Lao police arrested Chinese human rights lawyer

Lu Siwei on July 28 in Vientiane as he was en route to

Bangkok to fly from there to the US. 

Lu’s law license was revoked by Chinese authorities in

January 2021 after he had spoken out about the cases

of 12 Hong Kong activists [see AiR No. 2, January/2021,

2] and has been under surveillance in China and

barred from leaving the country since then. [Radio Free

Asia] 

Rights organizations across the world have issued a

joint statement demanding Lu’s immediate release.

[Front Line  Defenders] 

Malaysia: Nomination Day unveils 570

candidates for upcoming state polls

(ccf) Nomination Day on July 29 unveiled a grand total

of 570 candidates to run in the upcoming state polls. A

total of nine parties and 41 independents are

contesting for 245 state seats: 36 seats in Kedah, 45

seats in Kelantan, 32 seats in Terengganu, 56 seats in

Selangor, 40 seats in Penang, and 36 seats in Negeri

Sembilan. The six states will host their highly

anticipated elections on August 12. 

Perikatan Nasional (PN) will field the greatest number

of candidates with 168. The parties of the Unity

Government, Pakatan Harapan (PH) and Barisan

Nasional (BN), will field 137 and 108 candidates

respectively. The other parties are PAS with 77

candidates, MUDA with 19 candidates, Parti Rakyat

Malaysia with 13 candidates, Parti Sosialis Malaysia

with 4 candidates, Penang Front Party with 2

candidates, and Parti Utama Rakyat with just 1

candidate. [Free Malaysia Today] 

Selangor has the greatest number of candidates with

147: there will be a straight-fight of two candidates for

26 seats, 25 three-cornered contests, and five four-

cornered contests. Kelantan has 96 candidates: 40

straight-fights, four three-cornered contests, and one

four-cornered contest. Penang will have 95 candidates
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in its election: 29 straight-fights, seven three-cornered

contests, and four four-cornered contests.  

There are 83 candidates in Negeri Sembilan: 27

straight-fights, seven three-cornered contests, and two

four-cornered contests. 83 candidates will compete in

Kedah: 28 straight-fights, six three-cornered contests,

one four-cornered contest, and the only five-cornered

fight. Terengganu has 66 candidates: 30 straight-fights

and two three-cornered contests. [Election

Commission of Malaysia] 

Despite the claims emanating from various parties,

analysts predict that the Perikatan Nasional (PN) will

retain its hold over Kelantan, Terengganu, and Negeri

Sembilan, while Pakatan Harapan (PH) will win over the

other three states. [see AiR No. 28, July/2023, 2]

Malaysia: Federal set date to decide on

election result of constituency vote in

general election last November 

(dql) The Federal Court, Malaysia’s highest court and

the final appellate court, has announced that it will

decide on August 18 on the appeal by Tan Sri M.

Ramasamy who seeks a full trial for his election

petition challenging the outcome of November 2022

general election (GE15) for the Segamat parliamentary

constituency. In April the Election Court dismissed his

petition. 

Ramassamy has accused the winner Segamat

parliamentary constituency of corrupt intentions by

giving food in a Chinese temple to influence voters.

[The Star] 

Malaysia: Cabinet plans to restrict

application of Sedition Act to insults

against royalty

(ccf) The Malaysian Cabinet has decided to review the

Sedition Act, with the intention of limiting its

application to provocations against the royal

institution. Additionally, the government is considering

drafting new legislation that addresses inflammatory

comments made about racial and religious issues.

[Malay Mail] 

The decision to review the Sedition Act comes after

Kedah caretaker Muhammad Sanusi Md Nor was

arrested on two sedition charges for allegedly insulting
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Malaysia’s royalty. He has since pleaded not guilty

while decrying the charges as part of a smear

campaign before the six upcoming state polls – which

includes the state of Kedah [see AiR No. 30, July/2023,

4]. 

Although Minister Datuk Seri Azalina Othman Said

expressed support for the right to freedom of

expression, human rights group Lawyers for Liberty

(LFL) has condemned the use of the Sedition Act

against Sanusi. They argued that no legitimate

government should be allowed to use such powers,

and expressed disappointment that this has happened

under a government that previously criticized the act

as oppressive and violating freedom of speech.

[Channel News Asia] 

Malaysia: Government not to take legal

actions against Meta Platforms

(dql) The Malaysian government has announced that it

has scrapped its plan to take legal action against

Facebook parent Meta Platforms, citing "positive"

engagement with the American multinational

technology conglomerate on tackling harmful content

on Facebook. 

In July the Malaysian Communications and Multimedia

Commission (MCMC) had threatened legal

action against Meta Platforms, citing the firm’s failure

to act against "undesirable" content relating to race,

royalty, religion, defamation, impersonation, online

gambling, and scam advertisements. [Reuters] 

Malaysia: Ten people arraigned for

trafficking 35 Indonesian migrants

(ccf) Ten individuals, comprising five Indonesians and

five Malaysians, were arraigned on charges of illegally

smuggling 35 Indonesian migrants into Malaysia. The

alleged incident occurred in the Batu 10 oil palm

plantation area in Segari, located in Perak within

peninsular Malaysia.  

On June 30, a police search discovered the

undocumented migrants hiding on the oil palm

plantation. There were 24 men, 10 women, and a child.

If the smugglers are found guilty, they could face a

prison term of up to 20 years and a fine. The case is

scheduled to be transferred to the High Court on

September 25. [Malay Mail] 
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Human trafficking is a recurring issue in Malaysia given

its porous borders and multiple possible points of

entry. Malaysia currently occupies Tier 2 status in the

United States’ (US) 2023 Trafficking in Persons Report;

this means that the country is making significant

efforts but still needs to improve its prosecution of

labor traffickers, strengthen victim identification, and

provide more victim-oriented services. [U.S.

Department of State] 

Malaysia: 1975 band's actions spark

outrage, including from LGBTQ groups

(ccf) On July 22, the Malaysian government cancelled a

music festival after Matty Healy, the frontman of a

British pop rock band, “The 1975”, criticized the

country's anti-LGBT laws in a profanity-laced speech

while consuming alcohol. He then kissed the band’s

male bassist Ross MacDonald. The incident drew

outrage from politicians and Malaysia’s own LGBTQ

community. [Reuters 1] 

In the aftermath, MCA vice-president Ti Lian Ker

appealed to Communications Minister Fahmi Fadzil to

empathize with the organizer and instead solely

penalize the band for their behavior. Meanwhile, Wan

Saiful of the Malaysian United Indigenous Party

(Bersatu) demanded Fahmi to resign and penalize the

band and organizers for the incident. [Malaysiakini] 

LGBTQ groups slammed Healy’s display as

performative and exacerbating existing prejudices

against the vulnerable community. Queer groups also

expressed fear that the festival’s cancellation will lead

to a larger clampdown. [CNN] 

The uproar occurs at a politically sensitive time as the

current government faces its first major test in six state

polls on August 12. In response to criticism from

opposition groups that the progressive unity

government has not sufficiently protected the rights of

Muslims, Prime Anwar Ibrahim promised that his

government will uphold Islam and not recognize

LGBTQ rights. [Reuters 2] [The Diplomat] 

Malaysia: Indigenous tribe members lodge

police report over land encroachment

activities

(ccf) A group of Orang Asli members of the Temiar

tribe from Kampung Mendrod and Kampung Jelgek B

in Pos Brooke lodged a police report, alleging land
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encroachment activities near their settlement. They

cite concerns over water pollution and threats posed

to their traditional practices.  

Kampung residents, located in the Kelantan state of

northern peninsular Malaysia, expressed worry over

private companies planting durian trees in the water

catchment areas. The planting is feared to cause water

pollution and affect roughly 500 Orang Asli residents

who depend on water for farming. The land

encroachment activities could disturb the tribe’s

traditional burial rituals. [New Straits Times] 

The residents claimed that they consulted multiple

stakeholders, including the involved private

companies, to not conduct plantation activities within

their kampung’s borders. Although the residents

reported the issue to the Orang Asli Development

Department (Jakoa), they believe that the state

government still approved the plantation activities.

Jakoa has taken notice of the lodged report, stating

they intend to hold discussions to address the Orang

Asli community's problems soon. [Malaysiakini] 

Myanmar: Military council term extends

state of emergency

(wn) Reports indicate that the Military Council

convened a National Defense and Security Council

(NDSC) meeting on the morning of July 31, during

which it was decided to extend the state of emergency

period for another six months. 

With the decision, the elections the military regime had

vowed to hold in August will not take place. [BBC

Burmese] [France 24]

Myanmar: Some cases against Aung San

Suu Kyi dropped

(wn) Myanmar’s military regime has announced

that Aung San Suu Kyi, the State Counselor, and U Win

Myint, the President, who were both imprisoned in

Naypyidaw, have been granted pardon on some of

their offenses. Out of the 19 offenses for which she

was convicted, five were dropped, while President U

Win Myint was acquitted of two out of his eight

offenses. [VOA Burmese][Myanmar National Portal] 

This comes after reports last week that Aung San Suu

Kyi has been relocated from prison to a government

facility. 
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The relocation is widely seen as a move to house arrest

and as an act of act of clemency to prisoners granted

on the occasion of the Dhammasetkya Day, the holiday

marking the beginning of the Buddhist Lent on August

1. [The Irrawaddy] [BBC] 

In a related latest development, the Military Council

announced  that a total of 7,749 incarcerated

individuals from various prisons in the country have

been granted release to mark the abovementioned

Dhammasetkya Day.  

Furthermore, the council has declared the

discontinuation of the legal proceedings against 72

individuals who were previously charged in the context

of their involvement with ethnic armed groups.

[Mizzimaburmese] [Myanmar National Portal] 

Myanmar: Junta leader awards titles to

supporting religious leaders and military

chiefs ‘

(ha) Myanmar’s coup leader Min Aung Hlaing has

awarded honorary degrees to 220 supporters,

including prominent Buddhist monks and those who

donated marble for the Maravijaya Buddha statue

pagoda, being built by the military junta leader in

Naypyitaw, the world’s largest and highest carved

marble sitting Buddha statue when completed.   

In addition, his former military commanders and

members of his military staff were also given titles.

Degrees were also awarded to 45 police officers and

the general manager of the military owned Inwa Bank

who fought against those who opposed military rule.  

The military regime is said to have spent an estimated

more than USD 3.3 million for titles and medals

awarded to about 4000 people. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: NUG opposes new banknotes

to be issued by the military junta

(wn) The Interim National Unity Government (NUG) has

stated that it will not recognise the new 20,000

MMKyat banknote proposed by the Military Council as

official currency, arguing that the banknotes from the

Central Bank, a subsidiary of the Military Council, that

unlawfully took control, are not legitimate. 
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The new bankonote, worth about USD 10, was

introduced on July 31. [VOA Burmese] [NHK] 

Myanmar: Central Bank is taking

measures to stabilize currency

(wn) The Central Bank of Myanmar has declared its

goal to stabilize its currency in order to manage

inflation, as the kyat continues to lose value in the

unofficial market.  

On July 26, the director-general of the currency

management department of the Central Bank of

Myanmar, Win Myint, stated that the bank is keeping a

close eye on the foreign-exchange rate to prevent

inflation. Daily inflow and outflow of foreign currency

are being monitored to ensure that the market's

demand for foreign currency is met. If necessary, the

bank will provide financing to banks, importers, and

businesses that require foreign currency. 

According to the most recent data released by the

World Bank, inflation has increased to 18.3 perecnt on

a year-on-year basis as of September 2022. However, it

is anticipated that it will decrease to 14 percent by the

conclusion of the third quarter of this year.  

According to the World Bank, Myanmar's currency has

experienced a decline in value against the US dollar in

the black market since the beginning of June. This

follows a period of stability and is due to increased

demand for dollars for importing goods and making

foreign payments. 

Since August of last year, the military council have

implemented a fixed-exchange-rate regime for the

kyat, capping it at 2,100 per dollar in the official

market. Prior to this, the currency had decreased by 40

percent since the end of 2020. [Bangkok Post] 

Myanmar: Medicine prices squeeze

patients

(ha) After the military junta announced that it will

release a new 20,000 kyats banknote in July (see article

above), the price of medicine in Myanmar has

increased making difficult for patients to buy them.  

The doctors said that, for example, for people with

diabetes, high blood pressure and heart disease who

are dependent on taking regular medicine, the

medicine has increased by 10 percent to 40 percent.  
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Myanmar is independent on the international market

for its pharmaceutical needs and 85 percent of its

pharmaceuticals have to be imported from abroad.

The increase in dollar value and the increase in

inflation in the country will have a great impact on the

import and purchase of pharmaceuticals. 

Now, those who can afford it are hoarding medicine,

fearing that there will be a shortage of medicine. (The

Irrawaddy)

Myanmar: Army kills three student

activists in Sagaing Division

(ha) On July 29, the military junta troops raided

the office of All Burma Federation of Student Unions,

the umbrella organization for student unions in

Myanmar, in Butalin Township, Sagaing Division and

killed three student activists who were in the office.  

The three killed included the president of Budalin

Township Students’ Union, the vice president, and

spokesman, aged 18 and 19.  

The student union had organized anti-coup

demonstrations in Butalin Township and distributed

them on social media. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: NUG announces over 425 junta

fighters killed in Upper Myanmar battles

in June 

(ha) According to a statement released by the National

Unity Government (NUG), more than 425 military junta

fighters were killed in more than 370 attacks carried

out the People’s Defense Forces (PDF), the armed wing

of the NUG, and ethnic revolutionary organizations in

the Upper Myanmar region in June.  

47 men were killed on the other side.   

In the Sagaing, Kachin, Magwe and Shan regions of

Upper Myanmar, the resistance forces run attacks

almost daily while the junta army retaliated airstrikes.

[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta army tries to gain control

in Kayah state 
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(ha) The military junta is reportedly continuing to run

heavy attacks to regain control of Kayah State which

was the first state since the coup in which the

resistance forces announced the establishment of an

own interim government early June, the Karenni State

Interim Executive Council.  

The military junta army has strengthened its forces in

Kayah State in Eastern Myanmar bordering Thailand

and is fiercely attacking those who resist them.

According to the resistance forces, the two villages that

were occupied by the defense forces had to be retaken

due to these attacks. 

The military junta continues to build up its forces in

Kayah State, trying to recapture the camps it has lost,

firing heavy weapons and conducting airstrikes. The

resistance forces say that the military junta army is

attacking civilian targets and that there are civilian

casualties because of such attacks. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Number of IDPs increased in

five weeks, UN says

(ha) According to the United Nations United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) about

50,000 people have fled their homes from June 12 to

July 17 due to intense fighting between the Myanmar

military junta army and resistance forces that saw

severe attacks all over Myanmar. Airstrikes in ethnic

areas, killings of people for no reason and human

rights violations are forcing people to flee their homes,

the UN agency said.  

The number of internally displace persons (IDPs) in

Myanmar currently stands at almost 1.9 million people,

with 83 percent of them displaced after the coup in

seven states and four regions. UNHCR estimates that

the number of IDPs may increase due to the current

fighting situation and unstable political situation.  

According to the UN refugee agency, about 94000

people have fled the country since the coup with 63

percent of them taken refuge in India (54,400) and in

Thailand (9,000).  

In addition, 93,000 Myanmar refugees, mostly

Rohingya Muslims, reside in Bangladesh. They fled the

crackdown on their minority in Rakhine State in 2017.

(The Irrawaddy)
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Philippines: President Marcos Jr. claims

economic success, vows to defend

territory in key speech

(ccf) During his second State of the Nation address on

July 24, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. repeatedly

highlighted the achievements of his administration in

battling inflation, stabilizing the prices of essential

commodities, developing the country’s agricultural

sector, and increasing infrastructure investment.

However, critics have voiced their reservations over

poor wage growth, slowed economic growth, and the

recently passed Maharlika Investment Fund (MIF) bill. 

After facing a challenging year marked by soaring

inflation and economic slowdown, the government is

focusing on stabilizing the prices of essential

commodities and developing its long-neglected

agricultural sector. Since annual inflation eased to 5.4

percent in June, Marcos Jr. expressed confidence that

the Philippines is on its way to becoming an upper

middle-income country by 2025. [Reuters]

[Philstar.com]

On the other hand, critics see Marcos Jr.’s declarations

as exaggerated. Due to its significant dependence on

imported rice and fuel, the Philippines is still exposed

to potential disruptions from global price fluctuations.

Various groups in different parts of the Philippines

have staged protests in the lead-up to the address, re-

asserting their dissatisfaction with how wage growth

has not kept up with increasing inflation. [CNN

Philippines] 

The Maharlika Investment Fund (MIF) is the Philippines’

first-ever sovereign wealth fund. It aims to gather

"underutilized" funds from the Philippine Central Bank

and two other state-owned banks, with the purpose of

promoting infrastructure projects, agriculture, and

financial investment. [Al Jazeera 1] 

However, the MIF has faced criticism at every turn.

Economists have expressed the experimental initiative

as full of risks. State-owned banks lack surplus

"underutilized" funds, and tapping into those funds

could adversely affect their operations. Entrusting the

sovereign wealth fund to Marcos’ appointees raises

concerns about potential corruption. Likewise, Senator

Risa Hontiveros has repeatedly asserted that the MIF is

unnecessary and will jeopardize the national budget.

[Al Jazeera 2] [Inquirer.net] [Associated Press]
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Philippines: Marcos Jr. praises foreign

policy of being a "friend to all"

(ccf) During his second State of the Nation address

(Sona), President Marcos Jr. of the Philippines praised

the country's pursuit of an independent foreign policy.

He claims that his policy, being “a friend to all and

enemy of none”, has strengthened bilateral ties with

both traditional and new partners.  

In a span on ten months, Marcos Jr. visited Indonesia,

Singapore, Cambodia, Thailand, Belgium, China,

Switzerland, Japan, the United States, and the United

Kingdom. Marcos Jr. said that these trips secured an

estimated total investment value of USD 71 billion,

potentially generating 175,000 jobs for Filipinos. Japan

alone has promised significant financial support to the

Philippines through official development assistance

(ODA) and private-sector investments totaling JPY 600

billion (USD 4.3 billion) in 2022–2023. [Philippine News

Agency 1] 

The Philippines also intends to strengthen its economic

position through trade agreements within the ASEAN

framework, Europe, and the Regional Comprehensive

Economic Partnership, which provides access to a

regional market of two billion people. [Philippine News

Agency 2] 

Despite ongoing disputes over the South China Sea,

the Philippines has managed to engage Beijing

economically while standing firm in protecting its

sovereignty. China has become the Philippines' largest

trading partner for seven consecutive years, with trade

reaching USD 87.73 billion. Analysts have regarded

Marcos Jr.’s statements as enough to satisfy the

population. [Philstar.com] [Arab News] 

Philippines: Civil society criticizes 2nd

Sona for avoiding human rights issues 

(ccf) Civil society actors have voiced their

disappointment with President Marcos Jr.’s second

State of the Nation address (Sona) as it avoided

mentioning any human rights violations. The Bagong

Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan), a left-wing alliance of

Philippine organizations, slammed the president for

once again bypassing the issue of human rights

violations such as the murder and abduction of

activists as well as the International Criminal Court

(ICC) probe on former President Rodrigo Duterte’s war

on drugs. [Inquirer.net]  
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Senator Risa Hontiveros has similarly criticized Marcos’

administration for its double standard in recognizing

international rulings. Although the Philippines eagerly

accepted the 2016 ruling that nullified China’s nine-

dash line claim in the South China Sea, it has since

ceased cooperation with the ICC over extrajudicial

killings committed during Duterte’s war on drugs. [CNN

Philippines] [See AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4] 

Philippines: Environmental concerns take

the backseat in 2nd Sona

(ccf) President Marcos Jr.’s second Sona mentioned

climate change as he reaffirmed the country’s

commitment to pursuing renewables, preserving its

forests, and enhancing its disaster response for

extreme climate events.

However, climate groups have slammed his address

for failing to mention the recent oil spill in Oriental

Mindoro as well as the controversial reclamation

projects in Manila Bay and other parts of the

Philippines. [Philstar.com] 

During his address, Marcos Jr. announced his goal of

having renewables make up 35 percent of the

country's energy mix by 2030 and 50 percent by 2040.

However, environmental groups have flagged the

address as inadequate, as it does not mention

concrete solutions. On February 28, a tanker carrying

800,000 liters of industrial oil capsized off the coast of

Oriental Mindoro, a popular ecotourism destination.

This was the first major environmental disaster to

occur under Marcos Jr.’s watch. Furthermore, Protect

the Verde Island Passage (Protect VIP) claims that the

oil spill still affects thousands of fisherfolk. [Reuters]

[Protect VIP] [Inquirer.net] 

Since May, environmental groups have flagged

reclamation projects as disastrous to marine

ecosystems and coastal communities. While the

Philippine Reclamation Authority has stopped

accepting any new applications, there are still 22

ongoing reclamation projects. Organizations under

People’s Network for the Integrity of Coastal Habitats

and Ecosystems (People’s NICHE) have repeatedly

called for these projects to be halted. [Inquirer.net]

[Philstar.com] 

Philippines: Health workers express

dissatisfaction over president’s first year

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-fy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-fy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-fj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ft/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-fi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-fd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-fh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-fk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-fu/


in office

(ccf) Despite the president’s promises to improve the

situation if its healthcare workers (HCWs) in his first

State of the Nation Address (Sona) in 2022, health

workers have become disillusioned over the

government’s delayed progress and unfulfilled

promises.  

During his second State of the Nation Address (Sona),

President Marcos Jr. promised to release the COVID-19

health emergency allowance for healthcare workers

(HCWs) who grappled with the pandemic. Before the

address, the Department of Health ordered the release

of allowances amounting to PHP 1.94 billion (USD

35.36 million). The president also assured that the

government can assist with the shortage of HCWs by

deploying a doctor to over 200 municipalities.

[Inquirer.net] 

However, these promises ring hollow for health

workers who have been waiting for these long-overdue

deliverables since last year. High inflation, low wages,

severe staff shortages, and unreleased compensations

have contributed to their increasing dissatisfaction.  

For example, members of the Alliance of Health

Workers (AHW) have slammed the government for

embarking on economic ventures such as the

Maharlika Investment Fund (MIF, see article above)

instead of increasing health workers’ salaries as well as

lifting the COVID-19 state of public health emergency

on July 21 without a clear, concrete way to curb

transmission. Going forward, the Marcos Jr.

administration faces the challenge of regaining health

workers’ confidence after a disappointing first year in

office. [Inquirer.net] 

Philippines: Government pushes for a safe

working environment for OFWs

(ccf) Amid the global economy’s reopening and a 62

percent increase in the deployment of overseas

Filipino workers (OFWs) in 2022, President Marcos Jr.

and his administration are pushing to ensure fair

employment and safe migration for its OFWs. High

remittances from OFWs are a crucial part of the

Philippine economy, their contributions totaled PHP

1.8 trillion (USD 32.5 billion) in 2022. [Philippine News

Agency] 

The government is currently forging bilateral labor

relations with partner countries, while incorporating

principles of ethical recruitment and fair treatment. For
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example, the Philippines is cooperating with Singapore,

Austria, and the province of Alberta in Canada in

various sectors such as healthcare, tourism,

hospitality, engineering, construction, and information

technology. [GMA Integrated News] 

Marcos Jr. assured 50,000 Filipino seafarers of their

employment aboard EU vessels. More Filipino

seafarers shall be deployed as long their education

and skills meet global standards. Marcos Jr. Further

highlighted that deployment issues to Saudi Arabia

have been resolved, with 70,000 OFWs stationed in the

country as of July this year. The Saudi government has

promised to fulfil the unpaid salaries and claims of

14,000 OFWs affected by the pandemic. [Panay News]

[GMA Integrated News] 

Philippines: State of emergency lifted in

Mindanao

(ccf) President Marcos Jr. has lifted the state of national

emergency in the southern Philippine region of

Mindanao, citing the improved peace and order

situation. The previous state of national emergency,

Proclamation 55, was declared in 2016 due to lawless

violence perpetrated by various groups, such as

private armies, criminal syndicates, and terrorist

organizations. [Inquirer.net]  

For example, Islamic State sympathizers engaged in a

five month-long urban war with Philippine armed

forces in 2017. The siege in Marawi city, now part of

the Bangsamoro autonomous region in Muslim

Mindanao, was left in shambles and is still recovering

from the war. [Aljazeera] 

The lifting of the emergency declaration comes as a

result of successful military and law enforcement

operations, leading to significant reductions in lawless

violence. The new proclamation, Proclamation 298,

emphasizes that the government's focused efforts

have promoted sustainable and inclusive peace,

resulting in improved peace and order in Mindanao.

With the state of emergency lifted, the government

aims to boost economic activity and facilitate the

region's recovery. [Philippine News Agency] 

Singapore: ‘I should have forced issue

sooner’, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong

says on lawmakers’ affair
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(lm) Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong has

said his ruling People’s Action’s Party (PAP) had “taken

a hit” following the high-profile sagas involving key

politicians but remained committed to accountability.

Speaking in Parliament on August 2, Lee vowed to

protect the integrity of governance, saying his

government will carry out what needs to be done in

accordance with the law even if it may be politically

embarrassing and painful to the PAP. [South China

Morning Post] [Bloomberg]

Tan Chuan-Jin, the former Speaker of the Parliament,

and fellow PAP lawmaker Cheng Li Hui resigned on July

17 over a yearslong affair which they refused to end

despite being asked to do so by Lee as far back as

November 2020. The members’ departures followed a

high-level corruption investigation into Transport

Minister S. Iswaran that also involves a billionaire hotel

tycoon. Both developments had raised questions

about whether the PAP’s much-vaunted high standards

of probity had slipped. [AiR No. 29, July/2023, 3]

Using a similar language, in an interview with the BBC,

Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong

admitted that the corruption probe and the extra-

marital affairs of MPs have caused harm to the ruling

PAP and are seen as “setbacks for the ruling party and

the government”. However, he rejected the criticism

claiming that his government had not been

transparent with the public or held accountable.

[Malay Mail 1] [Malay Mail 2] [BBC] 

Singapore: Prime minister’s younger

brother obeys correction direction for

Facebook posts

(tb/lm) Lee Hsien Yang, the younger brother of

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, has

complied with the Correction Direction issued to him

under the Protection from Online Falsehoods and

Manipulation Act (POFMA) on 25 July, as instructed by

the Ministry of Law. [CNA] [TOC 1] [TOC 2] [Malay Mail] 

Lee, who left Singapore after declining to attend a

police interview in July 2022, made a minimum of eight

posts on Facebook concerning a recent corruption

case involving Law and Home Affairs Minister

Shanmugam and Foreign Affairs Minister Balakrishnan.

The allegations related to purported preferential

treatment from the Singapore Land Authority (SLA) in

the unauthorized felling of trees and SLA covering the

expenses for renovations.  
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Against this backdrop, the two ministers sent lawyers’

letters to Lee Yang, demanding an apology and

damages for defamation. They also threatened to sue

him, should he not do so. On July 30, then, Lee said

that Shanmugam and Balakrishnan should sue him in

the United Kingdom, as this is where the social media

posts were created. [Take One]

Singapore: Ex-President candidate Tan Kin

Lian considers 2023 bid

(tb/lm) Tan Kin Lian, a Singaporean businessman who

ran in the 2011 presidential election, has confirmed

that he has applied for a certificate of eligibility for the

city state’s upcoming presidential election. However,

he has not made a final decision about contesting the

vote. [CNA] [The Straits Times] 

Singapore: Government strongly rebuts

The Economist's column questioning CPIB’s

independence

(tb) On July 28, Singapore's High Commissioner Lim

Thuan Kuan to the United Kingdom issued a strong

response countering a column published in The

Economist that had raised doubts about the

independence of the Corrupt Practices Investigation

Bureau (CPIB). The magazine cited its hierarchical

reporting structure, where the CPIB reports directly to

the Prime Minister, as the basis for their concerns. 

Lim countered The Economist's assertions by clarifying

that the CPIB does not need the Prime Minister's

approval to initiate its investigations. However, he

mentioned that in the specific case involving Minister

Iswaran, the Prime Minister's agreement was sought,

considering his cabinet position. [CNA] [TOC] 

Singapore: Labour Market Report show

concerning numbers, Ministry of

Manpower

(tb) A report by Singapore’s Ministry of Manpower’s has

revealed that employment of resident workers did not

increase in the second quarter of 2023. Furthermore,

last year, fewer Singapore residents in the labor force

experienced discrimination at their workplaces or

encountered biases during their job searches. 
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While total employment maintained its growth streak

for the seventh consecutive quarter, all the expansion

in that period was attributed to non-resident workers.

This development has raised concerns about the

prospects for resident workers in the country. [TOC] 

According to the report, the percentage of workers

who faced workplace discrimination declined from 8.5

percent in 2021 to 8.2 percent in the latest findings.

Similarly, the proportion of job seekers who

encountered discrimination during their job searches

decreased from 25.8 percent to 23.8 percent in the

same period. 

The MoM stated that among the various forms of

discrimination faced during job searches, age

discrimination was the most prevalent, affecting 16.6

percent of job seekers. Race discrimination followed

closely, affecting 7.1 percent of individuals, while

discrimination based on mental health constituted 5

percent of the cases. [CNA] 

Singapore: Change in regulation on use of

national flag

(tb) The National Symbold Act and Regulations came

into effect on August 1 which changes the regulations

on the use of the Singapore flag. Key changes in the

regulations about the use of the Singapore flag include

its display, attire, design modification, stop order, and

penalties. [CNA] 

According to the Ministry of Culture, the primary

objective of the new Act is to establish a framework

that encourages the proper usage of national and

presidential symbols, while also enabling broader

utilization of certain symbols to allow Singaporeans to

demonstrate their national pride and unity.  

Singapore: Executions of two drug

convicts; first execution of a woman in 20

years

(tb) Singapore last week carried out the execution of a

Singaporean Malay man and female citizen for drug

trafficking. [TOC 1] [TOC 2] [Malay Mail] [BBC] 

International law imposes limitations on the use of the

death penalty, reserving it for "most serious crimes,"

which typically refer to intentional killings. Executions

for drug offenses do not meet the criteria of "most
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serious crimes" as outlined in the International

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which

has not been signed by Singapore. 

The two individuals were the latest in a total of 15

executions since the government resumed the practice

in March 2022. Executions were paused for two years

during the pandemic, since when the city state has

carried out an average of one a month, according to

campaigners. [Amnesty International] [Transformative

Justice Collective]

Singapore: Navy receives first of four new

German-built attack submarines

(tb/lm) The Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) has

inducted the, Impeccable, the first of four Invincible-

class submarines designed for operations in

Singapore’s shallow and busy tropical waters. The four

diesel-electric powered attack submarines were

ordered in 2013 with German manufacturer

ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems and are intended to

replace the navy's Archer and Challenger submarines.

[The Defense Post] [Naval Technology]

The integration of the Invincible class into Singapore's

navy will strengthen the nation's security by

safeguarding critical maritime trade and logistics

routes. Currently, sea trials and other essential tasks

are in progress to achieve full operational capability. 

Simultaneously, Singaporean submarine crews are

undergoing training in Berlin to operate the first vessel

of their future Invincible fleet. The construction of the

final submarine, known as the Inimitable, is still

ongoing in Germany.  

Thailand: Pheu Thai party to decide Move

Forward party’s fate in coalition party

(ws) After the baton passed to the second-largest

party, Pheu Thai, to lead the formation of the coalition

government, the fate of the Move Forward Party (MFP)

in the coalition remains uncertain. While the MFP

strongly upholds its position within the eight-member

coalition party, Pheu Thai faces the challenging task of

deciding the next move to ensure the success of its

prime ministerial candidate during the voting session. 

Recent talks with political parties proved unproductive

as all parties expressed their stance on not joining a

coalition government if the MFP is included.  
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Meanwhile, business leaders have urged the

parliament to form a government promptly to avoid a

potential economic slowdown, while public opinion

remains diverse, with many expecting significant

structural changes. [Bangkok Post 1] [ThaiPBSWorld]

[PPTVHD36, in Thai] 

In the midst of ongoing rumors, a possible

configuration for a new government has emerged,

maintaining the original coalition allies but inviting the

Bhumjaithai and Chartthaipattana parties to join while

excluding the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) and the

United Thai Nation Party (UTN).

Observers believe that if Bhumjaithai joins the

coalition, the MFP may decide to break away from the

bloc and become the opposition, but would still

support the prime ministerial candidate from Pheu

Thai. 

Despite rumors, key members of the MFP dismissed

claims that Pheu Thai would exclude them from the

coalition. However, Pheu Thai deputy leader

Phumtham Wechayachai reaffirmed that elected

representatives and appointed senators would support

the formation of a new coalition government on the

condition that the Move Forward Party will not be part

of it. [Bangkok Post 2] 

As the baton is now in Pheu Thai's hands, the decision

of whether or not to include the MFP remains

unsettled, with significant consequences at stake. The

next prime ministerial voting session is scheduled for

August 4, pending a decision by the Constitutional

Court the day before regarding a petition on the

renomination of MFP leader Pita as prime minister.

[Bangkok Post 3]  

Thailand: Pheu Thai PM candidate asserts

no plans to amend lese majeste law

(nk) Pheu Thai's prime ministerial candidate, Srettha

Thavisin, clarified that amending the controversial lese

majeste law will not be among his policies if nominated

as the party's choice for prime minister.  

Ahead of the Parliament's joint sitting on Augus 4 to

vote for the next prime minister, Srettha emphasized

that prioritizing economic and livelihood issues is

paramount for the country's progress. He reaffirmed

that concerns related to the economy remain Pheu

Thai's top priorities, especially as the party's key

election pledge, the 10,000-baht digital wallet scheme,
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is set to be implemented, costing the state an

estimated THB 560 billion.  

Pheu Thai recently took the lead in forming the next

government after Move Forward stepped aside when

its sole PM candidate, Pita Limjaroenrat, failed to

secure enough votes.  

Srettha's stance on amending Section 112 was in

response to criticism over a video clip where he had

advocated for such a change while campaigning for

votes, acknowledging the need to avoid alienating

potential support from MPs and senators. [The Nation]

[Thai PBS] 

Thailand: Move Forward Party MP-elect

resigns over the criminal record

(ws) On July 27, Nakhonchai Khunnarong, a Member of

Parliament representing the Move Forward Party (MFP)

in Rayong, announced his resignation. This decision

came after he openly acknowledged that he had a

criminal conviction from over twenty years ago related

to a theft case, for which he served an 18-month jail

sentence. 

Questions on his criminal record came into light after

accusations made by Seri Ruam Thai Party leader

Sereepisuth Temeeyaves. Sereepisuth claimed that the

MP was an ex-convict and should not have been

allowed to run for a House seat. 

Although Nakhonchai Khunnarong admitted to serving

time in jail, he maintained his belief that the past

offense should not have disqualified him from

contesting in the election since he was arrested by

police along with a friend who confessed to stealing

and unknowingly signed a confession. Nevertheless, he

decided to step down as an MP, and apologized to the

voters. [Bangkok Post 1] 

Against this backdrop, the Election Commission (EC) is

considering taking criminal and civil action against him

for running in the May 14 election despite knowing

that he is unqualified. If proven wrong, he could be

held responsible for the election cost. [Bangkok Post

2] 

Pol. Gen. Sereepisuth, a member of the eight-party

coalition, has been critical of the MFP’s leadership in

recent days. He suggested that they should make

sacrifices to allow the Pheu Thai Party to form a

government. 
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Thailand: Move Forward party faces

criticism for unyielding policies, NIDA poll

reveals

(nk) The inability of the Move Forward Party to form a

government among the eight coalition parties can be

attributed to its unwillingness to abandon some of its

policies, according to 42.98 percent of the respondents

in the latest opinion poll conducted by the National

Institute of Development Administration (NIDA).

However, 30.46 percent of the respondents disagreed,

asserting that the party has not made any mistakes.

The NIDA poll surveyed 1,310 individuals, aged 18 and

above, from various backgrounds, occupations, and

income levels between July 24th and 26th. 

The survey also indicated that 27.56 percent of the

respondents believe the Move Forward Party lacks

experience in parliamentary politics, while 11.68

percent opined that the party's disassociation from

other parties has resulted in limited political allies.  

Additionally, 10.23 percent expressed that the party

does not grasp the cultural and political realities of

Thailand, and 9.54 percent blamed the party's

negligence in properly scrutinizing the qualifications of

Pita Limjaroenrat, the party's sole prime ministerial

candidate.

Regarding potential political protests by party

supporters, 35.19 percent of respondents anticipate

mass protests, but with manageable levels, while 23.66

percent fear uncontrollable mass protests, and 11.99

percent foresee no protests.  

Respondents were also asked about the possibility of

more parties with a similar approach to Move Forward,

to which 35.88 percent expressed optimism that such

parties will emerge, while 19.54 percent dismissed the

possibility. [NIDA Poll in Thai] 

Thailand: Constitutional court to decide

petition of Pita’s renomination on August

3

(ws) The Constitutional Court is set to deliberate on

whether to accept a petition regarding the

renomination of Pita Limjaroenrat, the leader of the

Move Forward Party (MFP), as a candidate for prime

minister.  
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The petition was submitted by the Ombudsman, who

requested the court to rule on the rejection of Pita's

renomination and to order the postponement of the

next prime ministerial vote. In response to that,

parliament president Wan Muhamad Noor Matha has

postponed the parliamentary session to August 4,

waiting for the court’s decision. 

The Ombudsman argues that the rejection of Pita's

candidacy contravenes the constitution. In response,

they seek a judicial review and request the court to

postpone the prime ministerial vote until the matter is

resolved. In light of this petition, the upcoming voting

session, initially scheduled for July 27, has been

postponed by parliament president Wan, pending the

Constitutional Court's ruling.

The Constitutional Court's decision on August 3, will be

critical in determining the course of action regarding

Pita’s renomination and the subsequent prime

ministerial vote, which is scheduled for the next day.

[Bangkok Post] 

Thailand: Gen Prawit re-elected as leader

of PPRP

(ws) Gen Prawit Wongsuwon was re-elected as the

leader of the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) on July

29, just hours after stepping down from the position.  

In a related development, Pol. Gen. Patcharawat

Wongsuwon, Prawit's younger brother and former

national police chief, was appointed as the party's chief

adviser. This move is seen as a strategic step by the

PPRP to potentially pave the way for the party's

inclusion in a new government, as part of a deal

reached with the Pheu Thai party. 

Despite rumors suggesting that these appointments

are linked to the party's potential involvement in a new

government, Thamanat Prompow, the party’s

secretary-general and an MP-elect, firmly denied any

such connection. He asserted that the appointments

had no bearing on the ongoing negotiations with the

Pheu Thai party regarding the formation of a coalition

government. Meanwhile, PPRP is still waiting for Pheu

Thai’s decision regarding the possibility of forming a

coalition government together. [Thairath, in Thai]

[Bangkok Post] 

The recent developments within the PPRP leadership

indicate a calculated move to strengthen their position

and influence in the political landscape.  
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Thailand: Protesters in Bangkok voice

frustration over political deadlock in

prolonged post-election rally

(nk) Bangkok witnessed a sizeable rally led by political

activist Sombat Boonngamanong on July 29, as Move

Forward party supporters marched from Asoke

junction to Ratchaprasong intersection.  

The demonstration served as a resounding expression

of frustration over the prolonged political deadlock

that has plagued Thailand since the May 14th general

election. Voters voiced their discontent with the

inability of the winning parties to forge a cohesive

government and elect a prime minister.  

The rally attendees chanted the names of the Move

Forward Party and its leader, Pita Limjaroenrat. Protest

banners in Thai and English adorned the scene, and

leaflets featuring images of former Prime Minister

Thaksin Shinawatra and anti-corruption advocate

Chuwit Kamolvisit were dispersed from the

Ratchaprasong intersection skywalk. 

Amid the clamor, the protest proceeded peacefully

under the watchful eye of deployed police who

maintained order and directed traffic. 

This large-scale gathering epitomizes the mounting

public disillusionment, as voters feel their trust in the

democratic process has been undermined, while the

allocation of six billion baht for the election appears to

yield minimal progress in forming a functional

government. [Thai PBS 1] [Thai PBS 2] 

Meanwhile, overseas Thai communities rally in

solidarity with protests in Thailand. Demanding the

Senate and the Constitutional Court to uphold the

mandate of the electorate, protestors gathered in

Sweden, Australia, the United States, and France.  

The Free Thai Movement in Sweden conducted a poll

during a Thai festival in Stockholm, with the majority of

around 50 participants expressing their disagreement

with the Senate's decision not to vote for Move

Forward Party leader Pita Limjaroenrat as Prime

Minister, and with the Constitutional Court's

suspension of him. 

Protests also erupted in New York's Times Square,

Boston's Bhumibol Square, and Paris' Place de la

République, voicing solidarity with the demonstrations

in Thailand. [Prachatai] 
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Thailand: Thaksin’s new plan to return

home 

(ws) Paetongtharn "Ung Ing'' Shinawatra, the youngest

daughter of Thaksin Shinawatra and one of the Pheu

Thai Party's prime minister candidates, announced on

her Instagram on July 26 regarding her father's return

plan scheduled to arrive at Don Mueang airport on

August 10. 

In response to the announcement, the national police

chief stated that the former prime minister would be

met with arrest warrants upon arrival and brought to

court for legal proceedings. If jailed, Thaksin would

have the option to seek a royal pardon within 24

hours, according to Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu

Krea-ngam.

Meanwhile, the Corrections Department chief assured

that Thaksin, if imprisoned, would be treated as an

elderly prisoner and provided with necessary medical

care. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2] [Bangkok Post

3] 

However, there have been speculations surrounding

Thaksin's return plans. Politician-turned-whistleblower

Chuvit Kamolvisit claimed on Facebook that the

homecoming was canceled due to a change in

circumstances. However, Paetongtharn refuted this

rumor from Chuvit, stating it to be baseless. [Bangkok

Post 4] 

Thaksin's government was overthrown by a military

coup in 2006, after which he has lived in self-exile in

Dubai. He briefly visited Thailand in 2008. Recently, he

has been considering moving back to the country to

care for his nieces and nephews. Currently, he faces

imprisonment totaling 10 years due to convictions in

three separate cases. 

Thailand: Thai business leaders and Bank

of Thailand express concerns over

political delays impacting economy

(nk) Business leaders in Thailand have raised concerns

about the potential impact of delayed government

formation and post-election political conflicts on the

country's economy during the second half of the year,

according to Montri Mahaplerkpong, Vice Chairman of

the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).  
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A poll conducted by the FTI, which gathered opinions

from 258 CEOs in July, revealed that 81 percent of the

respondents are worried about the prolonged

government formation process and political conflicts.

Additionally, rising production costs, household debt,

high interest rates, and the potential for non-

performing loans have been cited as major concerns

for the industrial sector.  

Moreover, there is apprehension that ongoing political

uncertainty could lead to violent protests, further

impacting the vital tourism industry, which serves as a

key driver of the Thai economy. The private sector is

also calling for the new government to engage in

reforms to improve economic development and

address various regulatory impediments. External

factors such as rising interest rates and inflation are

also causing significant worry for the Thai private

sector as they may drive up energy and raw material

prices. [Thai PBS] 

On the other hand, despite political uncertainties,

there are positive signs of economic improvement in

the second quarter of 2023. The Bank of Thailand (BoT)

reported a slight improvement in Thailand's overall

economic performance compared to the previous

quarter.  

This progress is attributed to the boost in the service

sector and private consumption driven by an increased

number of foreign tourists, which reached 6.4 million

in June. The tourism sector is expected to continue its

recovery, playing a significant role as a driver of

economic growth. Furthermore, Thai durian exports to

China have seen impressive growth in the first half of

2023, with China importing 600,690 tons of Thai

durian, representing a 20% increase from the same

period last year. However, while there are positive

indicators, the BoT's spokesperson, Chayawadee Chai-

anant, has cautioned that delayed government

formation may potentially impact investor confidence.

It is vital for the country to address political issues

promptly to ensure sustained economic growth and

maintain the momentum in the tourism and

agricultural export sectors. [Khaosod]

Timor-Leste: LGBTQI community

celebrates pride parade with hopes for

increased equality

(nk) Timor-Leste's Pride Parade lit up the streets with

glitter, dancing, and music, as the LGBTQI community

gathered to advocate for greater equality.  
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While homosexuality is already legal in the country,

members of the queer community emphasize the need

for increased representation across all sectors,

including health and education. [ABC] 

Vietnam: Approval of national energy

master plan

(km) The national energy master plan for 2021-2030

was signed by Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha on

July 28. With a vision to 2050, the plan aims to address

several crucial aspects of the country's energy

landscape, with a focus on energy security, economic

and social development, industrialization, national

defense, and environmental protection. 

It also aspires to create an independent and

autonomous energy industry, fostering a

comprehensive ecosystem based on renewable and

new energy sources, with the goal to cut greenhouse

emissions by 17-26 percent by 2030 and about 90

percent by 2050. [VietnamPlus]
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Survey finds China faces faltering

international image

(gy) A Pew Research Center survey released on 27 July

found largely unfavorable views about China,

indicating China’s international image as an economic

driver is faltering across the globe especially in high-

middle-income countries.
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Pew surveyed more than 30,000 adults across 24

countries, with a median 67 percent of respondents

holding negative opinions about Beijing compared with

28 percent who shared positive ones. It also revealed

that the negative perceptions were largely

concentrated in high-income countries like Australia,

Sweden, South Korea, and Japan. Particularly, 50

percent of US respondents named Beijing as the

greatest threat to Washington compared with 17

percent who picked Moscow.

On the other hand, respondents from countries like

Indonesia, Nigeria, and Mexico expressed much more

positive opinions of China. This favorable perception

can be attributed to various factors, such as China's

role in providing 5G internet to middle-income nations

and substantial investments through the Belt and Road

Initiative.

India was a notable outlier among middle-income

countries, though, as a result of the lingering border

conflicts. 67 percent of the Indian participants held

negative views of Beijing despite otherwise close

economic ties between the two nations – up from 46

percent in 2019.

The drop in perceptions can largely be attributed to

China’s highly controversial zero-COVID lockdown

policies and Beijing’s stalled ambition to reinvigorate

the national economy. Meanwhile, China’s diplomatic

efforts to reposition itself as a global peacemaker have

led to mixed results.

A median 71 percent of respondents doubted China’s

contribution to global peace and stability compared

with 23 percent who expressed positive views on its

diplomatic activities. Another 57 percent described

China as interventionist, contrary to Beijing’s claim that

it does not interfere in other countries’ sovereign

issues.

Respondents expressed similar doubts on the global

leadership of President Xi Jinping with a median 74

percent of respondents questioning his “ability to do

the right thing regarding world affairs”. [Pew Research

Center] [Al Jazeera]

China supports UN's efforts to revive

Black Sea grain deal

(gy) China supports the efforts of UN Secretary-General

Antonio Guterres to restart the exports of grain and

fertilizer from Russia and Ukraine, said China’s deputy

permanent representative to the UN, Geng Shuang.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-wu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-wu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ydl/


The Black Sea Grain Initiative and the memorandum of

understanding on Russian food and fertilizer exports

"have important roles in stabilizing global food prices,

maintaining global food security and improving the

food supply for the most vulnerable countries," Geng

said.

He called for the international community to address

each party’s concerns and strive for the early

resumption of exports of agricultural products.

On 24 July, Guterres urged Russia to return to a deal

allowing the the export of Ukrainian grain via Black Sea

after Moscow quit the agreement a week ago. [CGTN]

India wants to be a trusted partner in

chipmaking, Prime Minister Modi tells

investors at annual conference

(lm) India wants to become a trusted partner for the

semiconductor industry and a chipmaker for the world,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on July 28 at his

government’s SemiconIndia annual conference, which

was attended by top semiconductor industry

executives.

At the event, United States chipmaker Advanced Micro

Device said it planned to invest around USD 400

million in India over the next five years, as well as build

its largest design center in the tech hub of Bengaluru.

Meanwhile, the chairman of Foxconn, the world's

largest technology manufacturer, told news network

CNBC-TV18 that the company would also invest USD 2

billion over the next five years, without giving details. A

few weeks ago, Foxconn backed out of a USD 19.5

billion chips joint venture with Indian metals-to-oil

conglomerate Vedanta over concerns about incentive

approval delays by New Delhi [see AiR No. 28,

July/2023, 2]. [The Straits Times]

In his virtual address at the conference on July 30,

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar told top

executives of leading global semiconductor firms that

cooperation in semiconductors was a focus of talks

during Prime Minister Modi’s visit to the United States

last month [see AiR No. 26, June/2023, 4]. He

mentioned the agreement on semiconductor supply

chain and innovation partnership that was firmed up

during US Commerce Secretary Gina M Raimondo's

visit to New Delhi in March. [BQ Prime]
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Pakistan condemns fresh Islamophobic

acts in Denmark

(tj/lm) Pakistan on July 27 lodged a strong protest with

the Danish government after members of an extreme

nationalist had burned a copy of the Holy Quran in

front of Islamabad’s embassy in Copenhagen, the

capital of Denmark. The group members also burned

the holy book in front of the embassies of Iraq, Egypt,

Turkey and Saudi Arabia. [BBC] [Dawn] [The Express

Tribune]

In light of these developments, Denmark is considering

banning protests involving burning the Quran or other

religious texts, saying such protests benefit extremists,

pose a security threat and affect the country’s

international reputation. In a separate development,

Sweden's prime minister also said work on a similar

process has begun there, adding that the government

has no plans to make sweeping changes to freedom of

speech laws. [Al Jazeera]

Both statements followed several high-profile incidents

in the Nordic countries where the Quran was burned

or otherwise damaged in recent weeks. Notably,

Sweden’s prime minister said that in a statement

issued on July 30 that both countries were "in the most

serious security situation since the Second World War”

as the the incidents of Quran burning have led to an

elevated risk of terrorist attacks. [CBC News]

[POLITICO]

Pakistan’s foreign minister, UN Secretary

General discuss revival of Black Sea Grain

Initiative; flood recovery

(mha) Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari on July 26 held a telephone conversation with

the United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Antonio

Guterres to discuss the stalling of the Black Sea Grain

Initiative (BSGI) and its implications for food inflation

worldwide.

The BSGI was negotiated in July 2022 between Turkey,

the UN and Russia as a way of ensuring that Ukraine,

one of the breadbaskets of the world, could ensure

that its food, most notably grain, and fertilizer could

leave its southern ports in the Black Sea via the

Bosphorus. On July 17, Moscow withdrew from

initiative and started attacking Ukrainian sea and river

ports.’ It was against this backdrop that Bhutto Zardari

and his Ukrainian counterparty on July 20 called for the
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restoration of the BSGI to ensure global food security

[see AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4].

In the phone conversation last week, the Pakistani top

diplomat and Guterres also discussed Pakistan’s

ongoing cooperation with the UN in the wake of last

year’s devastating floods. The Secretary-General was

also informed by the Foreign Minister of a recent

program that had been started in Sindh to give land

rights to flood-affected women. [The Tribune]

United Kingdom, The Netherlands, World

Bank launch Resilient Asia Program for

climate action in South Asia

(na) The United Kingdom, along with the World Bank,

and The Netherlands introduced the Resilient Asia

Program (RAP) to enhance collaborative climate action

and address urgent climate change challenges in South

Asia. The British government has pledged USD 63

million over seven years to finance climate change

research in South Asia. The World Bank will implement

RAP, focusing on Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives,

Nepal, and Sri Lanka, with potential expansion to the

wider Indo-Pacific. [UNB]

The program aims to address air pollution, promote

thermal comfort and cooling solutions, and improve

coordination on early warning systems. It will also

support India and Bangladesh in building community

resilience and preserving the Sundarbans region. The

RAP facilitates cross-country collaborations to

strengthen climate resilience in the region.

This initiative is part of the UK's overall commitment of

USD 348 million for climate resilience in the Indo-

Pacific, with partners including the UK’s Met Office, the

Asian Development Bank, UNDP, and ICIMOD.

Bangladesh Prime Minister Hasina

attends UN Food Systems Summit in Italy;

holds series of bilateral talks

(na) Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

concluded a three-day visit to Italy, attending the

United Nations Food Systems Summit. The summit

took place in Rome from July 24-26 with the theme

"Sustainable Food Systems for People, Planet, and

Prosperity: Diverse Pathways in a Shared Journey."
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As a special guest speaker, Hasina delivered an

address at the conference's opening ceremony and

spoke at the plenary session on "Food Systems and

Climate Action." The prime minister proposed five key

points for a sustainable and nutritious global food

system. Her suggestions included financial incentives

for modern agriculture, removing trade barriers on

food and fertilizers, and establishing "food banks" for

emergencies and climate-resilient food production.

[The Daily Star]

During her visit to Rome, Hasina conducted crucial

bilateral meetings with her counterparts from Nepal

and Italy, fostering relationships and initiating

cooperative ventures. Bangladesh and Italy also

solidified their commitment through the exchange of

two Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on

"Cooperation in the Field of Energy" and "Cultural

Exchange Program," indicating the shared aspirations

of the two nations. [New Age]

Several Italian ministers and prominent figures in food-

related organizations met with her, including FAO

Director General Qu Dongyu, President of IFAD Alvaro

Lario, and WFP executive director Cindy Hensley

McCain. [The Daily Sun]

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty

ratified by Sri Lanka

(lf) Sri Lanka became a complete party to the

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) on July

25 as the 178th nation to ratify the complete terms of

the agreement. Handing over the instruments of

ratification to the UN Office of Legal Affairs in New

York City, Sri Lanka has agreed to prohibit the testing

of nuclear weapons and any other nuclear explosions.

[Sri Lankan Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Sri Lanka initially signed the CTBT in October 1996, a

month after it was first adopted by the UN General

Assembly in September 1996. The country has now

met the requirements for monitoring as outlined in the

treaty and as such has elevated to the level of full

party. Whilst the Treaty has been ratified by 178

nations and signed by 186, it will not enter into force

until it is ratified by all nations listed in its Annex 2,

with China, Iran, Israel, Egypt, India, Pakistan, North

Korea and the United States still holding out from

ratifying the agreement.
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European Union and Mongolia create a

Development Cooperation Working

Group

(tb) Representatives of the European Union (EU) and

Mongolia met for their 22nd Meeting of the Joint

Committee on Cooperation. They have agreed on

establishing a Development Cooperation Working

Group. 

The Development Cooperation Working Group plays a

crucial role as a mechanism for exchanging ideas and

insights regarding the successful implementation of

projects funded under the European Union's

Multiannual Indicative Programme. 

Mongolia is currently benefitting from the support and

implementation of 33 projects in key areas of green

sustainable development, democracy, and economic

growth, thanks to the funding and efforts of the EU.

[MoFA Mongolia][Montsame] 

Mongolian Deputy Governor meets with

Secretary-General of the Association of

North-East Asia Regional Governments

(tb) Z. Tumurtumuu, the Deputy Governor responsible

for the Social Sector, Green Development, and Air and

Environmental Pollution, met with a delegation led by

LIM Byung-jin, the Secretary-General of the Association

of North-East Asia Regional Governments (NEAR). 

Founded in 1996, NEAR is a self-governing cooperative

entity consisting of metropolitan and local

governments from six countries: China, Japan, South

Korea, North Korea, Mongolia, and Russia. It has

eighty-one regional government members and

partners with international organizations like AER, R20,

and ICLEI. NEAR has been collaborating with

Ulaanbaatar City since 2017, focusing on empowering

public servants. [Montsame] 

North Korea- China, Russia: 70th armistice

anniversary

(tms) North Korea conducted a military parade in

Pyongyang to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the

signing of the 1950-53 Korean War armistice, known in

the country as Victory Day. The event took place

following a pre-parade ceremony.  
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Before the parade, satellite imagery indicated troop

mobilization and equipment rehearsals, hinting at a

nighttime air show featuring combat aircraft and other

assets. To mark the anniversary, North Korea invited

senior delegations from Beijing and Moscow, both of

which supported the country during the Cold War

conflict. [Yonhap 1]

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and a Chinese

delegation led by Li Hongzhong, a member of the

Chinese Communist Party's Politburo, participated in

the events. North Korean leader Kim Jong-un attended

an arms exhibition with Shoigu, displaying various new

weapons, including an unmanned aircraft resembling

the U.S. surveillance aircraft Global Hawk. Kim also met

with Li and received a letter from Chinese President Xi

Jinping. [Yonhap 2] [Yonhap 3] 

The parade took place amidst North Korea's escalated

weapons development programs and its criticism of

the perceived "hostile" policy of the United States.

Observers anticipated the parade would showcase

intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs), submarine-

launched ballistic missiles, Hwasal-1 and Hwasal-2

strategic cruise missiles, "Haeil" underwater nuclear

attack drones, and Hwasan-31 tactical nuclear

warheads. [Al Jazeera] 

North Korea also delivered a clear and strong warning

at the parade, stating that any deployment of nuclear

weapons by the United States would lead to the

complete destruction of their nation. [Korea Herald] 

South Korea: Foreign minister’s four-

nation European trip 

(cx) This past week, South Korean Foreign Minister

Park Jin travelled to Austria, Turkey, Italy and the

Vatican City to bolster economic and diplomatic ties

with each respective country. 

During his visit to Austria from July 27 to 28, Park met

with Austria’s Federal Minister of Labour and Economy

Martin Kocher and Austrian Foreign minister Alexander

Schallenberg to discuss increasing cooperation in

bolstering economic security, future industries and

cultural exchanges. He also requested Austria’s

support for South Korea’s bid to host the 2030 World

Expo in Busan.  

Foreign Minister Schallenberg agreed to consider

South Korea’s bid to host the World Expo and

announced Austria’s decision to support South Korea

in the World Heritage Committee election for the 2023-
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2027 term. Schallenberg also condemned recent North

Korean missile launches.  

On July 29, Park arrived in Turkey and met Turkish

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to discuss enhancing

the two countries' strategic partner relationship,

including in sectors such as defense and nuclear power

plants. Park also met with Yunus Sezer, head of

Turkey's Disaster and Emergency Management

Presidency to discuss the Turkey’s earthquake recovery

efforts. They reviewed the construction progress on

the temporary homes South Korea pledged to

provide.  

Lastly, on July 31, Park travelled to Italy to discuss

increasing economic cooperation in space and aviation

with Italian Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani. Parks also

paid a curtesy call on President Sergio Mattarella Park

in which they both agreed to strengthen bilateral ties.

Park then visited Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal

Pietro Parolin and held discussions on North Korea

with Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, the Vatican's

secretary for relations with states. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap

2] [Yonhap 3] [Yonhap 4] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1]

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2] 

South Korea condemns North Korea’s

missile test at NEACD 

(cx) During a session of the annual Northeast Asia

Cooperation Dialogue (NEACD), South Korea

condemned North Korea’s nuclear missile program as

well as the country’s humanitarian situation.  

The session was held at the University of California San

Diego and brouth together government officials and

civilian experts of the two Koreas, the United States,

China, Japan and Russia.  

During the forum, Chun Young-hee, head of the South

Korean Foreign Ministry’s Korean Peninsula Peace

Regime Bureau, stressed that North Korea has

neglected its population in pursuit of its weapons

program.  

Participants also discussed the security situation in

Northeast Asia, the US-Sino rivalry, the Ukrainian war,

and North Korea’s invitation of a Chinese delegation to

an upcoming ceremony in Pyongyang. [Yonhap] 

South Korea holds ministerial meeting on

veterans affairs and armistice
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anniversary in Busan

(cx) South Korea held a ministerial meeting on veterans

affairs on July 26 with 22 countries that supported the

South during the 1950-53 Korean War as Seoul

commemorates the 70th anniversary of the signing of

the conflict's armistice.  

During the summit, South Korean Veterans Minister

Park Min-shik thanked the 22 countries for their

support during the war and proposed a joint

declaration to pledge collective efforts for peace. Park

also held separate talks with various veterans affairs

ministers in attendance to discuss joint international

veterans affairs projects.  

On July 27, the 70th anniversary of the signing of the

Korean Armistice Agreement, President Yoon Suk-yeol

honored the US-led UN forces that fought alongside

South Korea during the Korean War in a speech at the

Busan Cinema Center. He later affirmed the South

Korean-US alliance as a “linchpin of freedom, peace,

and prosperity” in the region and beyond in a

statement.   

The 22 countries that attended the ministerial meeting

and the armistice anniversary ceremony include the

United States, Australia, Belgium, Britain, Canada,

Colombia, Denmark, Ethiopia, France, Germany,

Greece, India, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,

New Zealand, Norway, the Philippines, South Africa,

Sweden, Thailand and Turkey. [Yonhap] [The Korea

Herald] [Korea JoongAng Daily] [Twitter] 

Cambodia-Australia: Canberra to donate

additional USD 38 million in aid

(dql) According to a press release of the Cambodia

foreign ministry, Australia has vowed to donate more

than USD 38 million to Cambodia as aid for the 2023-

2024 period. 

The donation aims at strengthening the country’s

socio-economic development that covers, among

others, improving and enhancing public services,

infrastructure, and reforms in healthcare policies. The

establishment of social protection systems, especially

for women and those with disabilities, will be funded.  

In total, Australia plans to provide an estimated USD 56

million in official development assistance (ODA) to the

Southeast Asian country in 2023-24. This ODA
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commitment marks an increase from close to USD 54

million for 2022-23. [The Phnom Penh Post] 

Cambodia-Japan: JICA to continue to

support bilateral cooperation

(dql) The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

has vowed to continue to support Cambodia

development. 

The pledge was made by the Chief Representative of

JICA Cambodia Office in a message delivered on the

occasion of the 30th anniversary of ties between

Japan’s development cooperation agency and the

Southeast Asian country. [Khmer Times]   

Chinese President Xi Jinping meets with

leaders from Africa, Guyana, Georgia

(gy) On 28 July, Chinese President Xi Jinping held

separate summit meetings with two African leaders in

Chengdu, namely Mauritanian President Mohamed

Ould Ghazouani and Burundian President Évariste

Ndayishimiye, as well as with Guyanese President

Irfaan Ali and the Georgian Prime Minister Irakli

Garibashvili. The meetings were part of the four

presidents’ visit to China’s southwestern city to attend

the summer World University Games that kicked off on

July 28 and run till August 8.

During the meetings with the African presidents, Xi

stressed the importance of deepening cooperation

between China and their respective countries,

especially in the field of agriculture, and China-Africa

relations at large, calling greater cooperation through

the Belt and Road Initiative. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs

1, China, in Chinese] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2,

China, in Chinese]

The talks came as Russian President Vladimir Putin was

meeting with African leaders at the second Russia-

Africa Summit, held in St. Petersburg on July 27-28 July

shortly after Russia pulled out of the grain deal with

Ukraine on which allowed Ukrainian grain to flow in

African countries. In an apparent in response to

criticism to that move, Putin promised free grain aid to

six African nations. He also announced debt write-off

as Russia seeks African allies amid Western sanctions

which he called “illegitimate,” and reflecting “attempts

to undermine traditional moral values.” [Al Jazeera]

[Reuters] [Kremlin, Russia]
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Speaking with Ali, Xi reaffirmed China’s willingness to

further enhance synergy between the Belt and Road

Initiative (BRI) and Guyana's Low Carbon Development

Strategy 2030, based on an elevation of the level of

high-quality BRI cooperation between the two

countries in a wide range of areas, including energy,

mining, finance, agriculture, fisheries and

infrastructure construction as well as people-to-people

exchanges.

Trade between China and the South American country

has grown rapidly between 2018 and 2022, with a

seven-fold from increase from USD 265 million to

almost USD1.9 billion, making Guyana China’s largest

trading partner among Caribbean countries. [Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, China 3] [South China Morning Post]

Meanwhile, Xi and Garibashvili agreed in their meeting

to elevate relations between their countries to a

strategic partnership, with Xi further proposing to

advance high-quality Belt and Road cooperation.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 4] [CGTN]

Relations with Georgia have gained new importance in

the face of geopolitical shifts resulting from Russia's

invasion of Ukraine. Amid Russia’s isolation overland

trade routes crossing Russia appears less attractive for

international shippers. Their cargo has been diverted

to the so-called Middle Corridor that links China to

Europe via Central Asia, the South Caucasus, and the

Black Sea. [Eurasianet]

China-US: High-level meeting between U.S.

and Chinese diplomats

(ms) At a high-level meeting between the U.S. and

China led on the U.S. side by U.S. Assistant Secretary

for East Asia and Pacific Affairs Daniel Kritenbrink and

on China's side by Yang Tao, Director General of the

North American and Oceania Affairs at China's Foreign

Ministry, China's new Foreign Minister Wang Yi was

invited to visit Washington in addition to dialogue on

Taiwan and bilateral relations.

The invitation was originally issued to the previous

Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang some time ago, but

after his removal from office in late July after not being

seen in public for a month (see AiR No. 30, July/2023,

4), the invitation has now been transferred to Wang.

Wang is a well-known figure in the US, having held the

post of foreign minister for 10 years prior to Qin and

having conducted a number of dialogues with the

United States in the course of this tenure.

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jli/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jld/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jlh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jlk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jlu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jrl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jrl/


In addition to the formality of the invitation, the

meeting, described by the U.S. as "candid, substantive,

and productive," also discussed specific substantive

issues. First and foremost, the meeting served as a

further step toward improving the strained bilateral

relations between the world's two largest economies,

as agreed at the G20 Summit in Indonesia last

November (see AiR No. 46, November/2022, 3).

In addition, they are said to have discussed the Taiwan

issue and Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine,

but more precise information was not disclosed by

either side. [Radio Free Asia] [Reuters] [South China

Morning Post] [U.S. Embassy & Consulates in China]

China-Turkey: Wang Yi meets president

and foreign minister

(gy) On 26 July, China’s newly reinstated Foreign

Minister Wang Yi met with Turkish President Recep

Tayyip Erdoğan and his counterpart Harlan Fidan in

Ankara. The talks were held during Wang’s first trip

abroad since he replaced his predecessor Qin Gang

last week who was removed after less than seven

months in office [see AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4].

During the meetings, which were planned before

Wang’s reappointment as foreign minister, the two

sides expressed their willingness to deepen

cooperation in various sectors and to promote the

development cooperation through the Belt and Road

Initiative (BRI). They also agreed strengthen the

connection between the “Middle Corridor” that links

China to Europe via Central Asia, the South Caucasus,

and the Black Sea, and the BRI.

Erdoğan, for his part, reaffirmed that his country - a

NATO member - does not support NATO’s increasing

involvement in the Asia-Pacific, adding that he was

ready to coordinate with China to address regional and

global issues. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 1, in

Chinese] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 2, in

Chinese] [Reuters]

Turkey is an important transit country for Chinese

goods destined for European markets. Furthermore,

China is a leading trading partner of Turkey, with USD

34.03 billion in Chinese exports to the country and

imports from Turkey to China at just USD 4.52 billion in

2022. [South China Morning Post]
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China-South Africa: Wang Yi talks with

President Ramaphosa

(gy) On 26 July, China’s top diplomat Wang Yi talked

with the South African President Cyril Ramaphosa on

telephone.

Wang Yi applauded the relationship between China

and South Africa which he described as “comrades plus

brothers,” and reaffirmed China’s consistent support

for increasing South Africa’s role on regional and

international stages. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China,

in Chinese]

China-US: Chinese firms sanctioned over

labor practices in Xinjiang

(dql) The US Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

has sanctioned on August 1 two Chinese firms - Battery

manufacturer Camel Group and Chenguang Biotech

Group, a spice and extract manufacturer - over their

labor practices. Goods from these companies are

barred from entering the US.

The two firms are accused of working with the Chinese

government to “recruit, transport or receive forced

labor, or members of persecuted groups like Uygur

minorities out of the Xinjiang region.”

The DHS further remarked that the move aims to

“eliminate the use of forced labor practices in the US

supply chain,” and to “promote accountability for the

ongoing genocide and crimes against humanity against

Uyghurs and other religious and ethnic minority

groups” in China’s western Xinjiang province.

[Department of Homeland Security, USA] [South China

Morning Post]

China-US: Climate envoys talk again

(gy) On 28 July, China's special envoy for climate

change, Xie Zhenhua, held talks with the United States

Presidential Special Envoy for Climate, John Kerry, via

video.

The two sides exchanged opinions on enhancing

China-US dialogue and doubling their efforts to

promote global multilateral climate process. They also

agreed to continue to maintain close communication.

[China Daily]
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Reflecting efforts on both sides to keep

communication channels running, the video talk was

the second talk between the two climate envoys within

less than two weeks after the first one during Kerry’s

visit to China on July 19 where he also met with

Director of the Chinese Communist Party Central

Committee Foreign Affairs Commission Office Wang Yi

and Premier Li Qiang [see AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4]

US intelligence reports found China likely

to supply Russia’s war effort

(nyb) A US intelligence report released in July found

China contributing to Russia’s war in Ukraine through

economic ties and supply of key technology and dual-

use equipment.

Economically, the report contends that China has

deepened its trade ties with Russia through increase

importation of Russian energy like oil and gas that has

been redirected from Europe. It also indicates an

increase usage of the Chinese yuan and interaction

between financial instructions which allow Russian

entities to continue conducting transactions amidst

global sanctions.

The report also says that China is supplying Russia with

military technology and dual-use equipment such as

navigation equipment, jamming technology, fighter jet

parts, drones and drone parts. [US Office of the

Director of National Intelligence] [Euronews]

Indonesian President Jokowi visits China

(gy) Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo met

Chinese President Xi Jinping in the southwestern city of

Chengdu on 27 July for talks about joint projects

including Indonesia’s development of its new capital.

The meeting was part of Jokowi’s visit to China to

attend the attend the summer World University Games

that kicked off on July 28 and run till August 8. The visit

coincides with the 10th anniversary of the

establishment of the comprehensive strategic

partnership between China and Indonesia.

During the meeting, Xi Jinping urged both sides to

ensure the high standard and high quality of the

Jakarta-Bandung High-speed Railway (HSR), a prestige

project of China’s Belt and Road Initiative, that make

Indonesia the first country in Southeast Asia with a

high-speed railway.
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Xi also stressed China’s support for Indonesia’s role as

the rotating chair of the ASEAN and expressed the

willingness to expand cooperation in comprehensive

industrial parks, new energy vehicles, and other

development initiatives.

For his part, Widodo introduced the progress on the

Jakarta-Bandung HSR and other strategic projects.

Indonesia will firmly adhere to the one-China policy

and continue to strengthen cooperation with China in

the fields of investment, marine fisheries, food security

and healthcare, Widodo said.

Following their talk, the two presidents witnessed the

signing of several agreements on the export of

Indonesian agricultural products to China, health, joint

research and development, as well as the construction

of Indonesia's new capital and the "Two Countries,

Twin Parks" project. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China,

in Chinese] [CGTN]

China is Indonesia’s largest trade and investment

partner. The world's largest producer of nickel in 2022,

the Southeast Asian country seeks to increase the

supply of nickel and other raw materials to the fast-

growing electric car brands in China. Reflecting this

trend, Chinese Huayou Cobalt, a major supplier of

lithium battery materials, announced investments

worth USD 400 million to expand the company's nickel

production capacity in Indonesia. [ABC News] [Yicai]

China-Russia: Putin’s state visit in October

(nyb) The Kremlin has announced that Russian

President Vladimir Putin will visit China in October. The

trip will coincide with the Belt and Road Initiative

forum in China.

The announcement comes as Putin will be absent at

the BRICS leaders’ meeting in South Africa due to an

arrest warrant issued against him by the International

Criminal Court (ICC).

He will be able to visit China as it is not a signatory to

the treaty to establish the ICC. [South China Morning

Post]

China and Russia conduct joint military

drills in the Pacific

(nyb) Chinese and Russian navy began the third joint

patrol in the North and West Pacific on 28 July with
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ships leaving from Vladistock, Russia. A joint naval and

air patrol is expected to take place following the

exercise.

The exercise aims to strengthen cooperation between

Chinese and Russian navies, maintain stability in Asia-

Pacific, monitoring aquatic space, and protecting

Russia and China’s economic asset. The two navies will

be simulating destruction of enemy submarines,

conducting replenishment maneuvers on the high

seas, and practice helicopter flights.

The Chinese Ministry of National Defense said in a

press release that the exercise is not targeted against

any third party nor is it related to any international or

regional situation.  [Prensa Latina][Global Times]

China-Philippines: Chinese ambassador

offers to hold joint military drills  

(nyb) According to Armed Forces of the Philippines

(AFP) Chief of Staff Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr., the

Chinese Ambassador to the Philippines has presented

an offer to hold joint military exercises.  The proposal

was made at the celebration event of the anniversary

of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) hosted

by the Chinese envoy in the Philippines, Brawner said,

adding that the Philippines will have to look further

into the proposal and white papers provided by China.

The offer comes amid heated disputes over maritime

borders in the South China Sea were both China and

the Philippines have overlapping claims. [Manila Times]

[Reuters]

China-France: French Finance Minister

wants access to Chinese market

(nyb) French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire said on

July 30 that France will not be “decoupling” from China

as it wants better and “more balanced” access to the

lucrative Chinese market following meetings with

Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng.

Le Maire further remarked that instead of “decoupling”

France is pursuing a “de-risking” strategy to ensure

that France is not over reliant on a single supply chain.

The statements were made at a press conference after

a meeting with top Chinese officials that was part of Le

Maire’s visit to China to hold high-level economic talks.

[Reuters]
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Pakistan criticizes Indian defense

minister’s comments about Line of

Control crossing 

(lf) During a speech at the Kargil War Memorial in

Ladakh on July 26, Indian Defense Minister Rajnath

Singhe made remarks regarding his nation’s readiness

to cross the Line of Control (LoC), a de facto border

between India and Pakistan in Jammu and Kashmir,

should the nation be threatened.

Kargil Vijay Diwas celebrates India’s Victory in the Kargil

War of 1999 against Pakistan, during which Indian

Defense Forces expelled Pakistani troops who had

crossed the LoC from Kargil, a district which is now

located in India’s Ladakh union territory but was at the

time part of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Minister Singhe noted that Kargil Vijay Diwas

celebrated a crucial victory for his nation as “India sent

a message to Pakistan and the world that our military

will not back down at any cost,” whilst highlighting his

commitment to defended India’s sovereignty and

national interests. But it was the minister’s comments

that India “will not hesitate in crossing the LoC” should

it be threatened which garnered controversy. Singhe

further implied that India’s desire for peace and

negotiation was the only factor in stopping a

retaliatory invasion during the Kargil conflict, but that

such an attitude would not prevent one in the modern

day should the country come under threat. 

Pakistan responded to Minister Singhe’s comments

from Islamabad, warning India to “exercise utmost

caution” in making comments which could be

interpreted as “a threat to the regional peace and

stability.” It also maintained that India was in the habit

of making “highly irresponsible” comments about the

larger Kashmir region, whose sovereignty is still

disputed to this day, separated into two Pakistani

controlled regions in the west and two Indian

controlled union territories in the east. [Mint] [Pakistan

Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Brunei, India hold foreign office

consultations, discuss strengthening

bilateral ties

(lf) Representatives from the foreign offices of India

and Brunei met in Bandar Seri Begawan on July 25,

attending the eighth round of consultations between
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the two countries. Discussions centered on the

bilateral relations shared between both nations,

particularly in trade, defense and investment, whilst

respective views on regional and international matters

were communicated. Interest was also expressed from

Brunei to collaborate in ICT, agriculture, health and

cultural exchanges, which was warmly received from

the Indian representatives. 

India and Brunei will celebrate 40 years of ongoing

diplomatic relations in 2024, which both countries

have agreed to commemorate. A ninth round of

meetings will be held in New Delhi at a date convenient

for both nations, with work continuing to conclude the

Memorandums of Understanding currently in

development between both states. [India Blooms]

Bhutanese foreign minister travels to

India, discusses bilateral ties, upcoming

five-year plan

(lf) Bhutan’s Foreign Minister Aum Pena Choden

travelled to India for a two day visit on July 28-29. The

foreign minister met with his Indian counterpart

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and Foreign Secretary

Vinay Kwarta for discussions officially dubbed the

‘India-Bhutan Development Cooperation Talks’. The

Indian Ministry of External Affairs described the

conversations held between representatives as

reviewing “the entire spectrum of bilateral

cooperation”, while highlighting “ways to further

strengthen (cooperation) across diverse sectors.” 

Foreign Minister Choden shared details of his nation’s

upcoming Five-Year Plan, the 13th to be implemented

by Bhutan. Secretary Kwarta pledged India’s support

for Bhutan to meet the priorities of its citizens and

agreed to assist the nation’s goals by advancing their

bilateral cooperation. The goodwill and trust shared

between India and Bhutan was further emphasized,

with the Ministry of External Affairs hailing the “strong

bonds of friendship” which underline the relationship. 

The foreign minister’s trip follows conversations in

April between the two countries, held during

Bhutanese King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuk’s

visit to India. Ongoing negotiations between Bhutan

and China to settle their disputed border have led to

skepticism within India, who hope to offset the latter’s

encroachment into the Kingdom. Bilateral plans to

increase trade and infrastructure development

between India and Bhutan highlight the increased

emphasis placed on counterbalancing China that is
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characteristic of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

‘neighborhood first’ policy. [Mint] [Indian Express]

India, Pakistan: Indian Border Security

Force shoot dead Pakistani man who tried

to cross Jammu border 

(lf) The Indian Border Security Force (BSF) in Jammu

claimed to have shot dead a Pakistani man who had

attempted to cross the international border. The

individual, who has been referred to as an “intruder”

by BSF personnel, had approached a border fence near

the Jabowal outpost in the Arnia sector of Jammu on

the evening of July 30-31. Despite repeated warnings

from BSF patrol officers to turn around, the Pakistani

man allegedly approached the fence on the Indian side

of the international border, prompting troops to shoot

and kill him. 

This attempted crossing resembled a similar situation

from July 1, during which a Pakistani man attempting

to cross the border by the Samba district in Jammu and

Kashmir was short dead by Indian BSF guards. He too

was referred to as an ‘intruder’ by personnel. The

Pakistani government has yet to address the situation,

in spite of increased attention being placed on the

disputed region of Kashmir following comments made

by Indian Defense Minister Rajnath Singh regarding

India’s ability to cross the border into Pakistan should

it be provoked. [Free Press Kashmir] [Indian Express]

India launches seven Singapore-made

satellites

(lm) India on July 30 launched seven Singapore-made

satellites. The primary satellite on board this mission

will support the satellite imagery requirements of

various Singapore government agencies. [The Straits

Times]

India has launched over 425 satellites for 36 countries

and has been making efforts in recent years to corner

a greater share of the global launch market, estimated

to be USD 9.15 billion.

Japan-France: First joint fighter jet drill

conducted
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(gy) On 27 July, Japan and France began their first-ever

joint fighter jet drills as part of bilateral efforts to

enhance security partnership amid China's growing

maritime ambitions in the Indo-Pacific region. 

The drills marked increasing defense cooperation

between Japan and NATO members as Tokyo seeks to

address Beijing’s rapid military buildup in regions such

as the East and South China seas. 

Since last year, the ASDF has held joint fighter jet

exercises with Germany and India. Japan will be

hosting similar training sessions with Italy starting next

week and with Australia from late August. [Ministry of

Defense, Japan, twitter] [Japan Today]  

Indonesia-France: Joint exercise

conducted

(ys) The French Air Force visited Indonesia for a three-

day visit as part of Mission Pegase 23, a military

strategy in which the French armed force is regularly

conducting deployment operations of force and power

projection. The 2023 mission will last from June 25th to

August 3 with 20 aircraft deployed from the French to

its Pacific territory.  

During the visit, France and Indonesia conducted a

joint exercise, including air-to-air refueling (AAR) of a

Rafale fighter jet from an MRTT over Madiun, East Java,

Indonesia.  

An Indonesian fighter jet pilot was invited to fly in the

backseat of the two-seat Rafale to directly experience

the exercise inside the cockpit during AAR.  

France and Indonesia have been enhancing their

security and defense partnerships, with Indonesia’s

acquisition of Rafale fighter jets [see AiR No. 25,

June/2023, 3] and A400M transport aircraft. Previously,

the French Navy also visited Indonesia as part of

Mission Jeanne d’Arc. [Indonesian Air Force, in Bahasa

Indonesia] 

Indonesia-Turkey:  Jakarta acquires

Turkish Aerospace drones

(ys) The Indonesian Ministry of Defense announced the

acquisition of 12 new drones from Turkish Aerospace

worth USD 300 million.  
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The deal in line with Indonesia’s plan to modernize its

military equipment. The deal with Turkey was finalized

in February of this year and the drones are expected to

be delivered within 32 months from the signing. [The

Jakarta Post] 

Japanese foreign minister’s multi-nation

tour to South Asia and Africa

(gy/dql) Japan’s Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi

embarked last week on multi-nation tour in South Asia

and Africa, which saw meetings with his counterparts

in India (July 27), Sri Lanka (July 29, see separate article

in this edition), the Maldives (July 30) and South Africa

(August 1), Uganda and Ethiopia (which will be covered

in the next AiR edition). The trip is aimed at promoting

Japan cooperation with countries of the Global South.

In India Hayashi met with India's External Affairs

Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar to hold the 15th

Japan-India Foreign Ministers’ Strategic Dialogue. 

Acknowledging the basic values and strategic interest

shared by the two countries, the top diplomats

confirmed their cooperation on building a free and

open Indo-Pacific region and to “continue to advance

cooperation in the field of defense and security such as

equipment cooperation and defence exchanges.” 

Both sides also agreed to advance a high-speed rail

network project in India using Japan’s Shinkansen

bullet train technology. Japan, for its part, confirmed

that it will increase its public and private investments

in India to reach the goal of JPY 5 trillion (USD 35.9

billion) over the next five years. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs 1, Japan] [NHK] 

In the Maldives Hayashi and the Maldives’ Foreign

Minister Abdulla Shahid agreed on developing the

bilateral cooperation in a wide range of areas such as

climate change, disaster prevention, and the rule of

law in the sea. They also agreed to enhance dialogue

and exchanges in the foreign affairs and security fields.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs 2, Japan] [Nippon.com] 

In South Africa, Hayashi spoke with Minister of

International Relations and Cooperation Naledi

Pandor. The two ministers confirmed their countries

commitment to working together to improve the

protection of local industries, employment, and

investments by Japanese companies in the business

environment in South Africa. They also stressed the

need for cooperation to ensure food security in Africa.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs 3, Japan] 
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Japan-Hungary: Cooperation in nuclear

industry agreed on

(dql) Japan and Hungary have agreed on nuclear

industrial cooperation, aimed ensure nuclear energy as

key element of the two countries’ energy strategy. 

The agreement was reached during a meeting between

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi and

Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Péter

Szijjártó on July 26 in Tokyo. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Japan] [Hungary Today] 

Japan-Switzerland: Swiss ban on

“Fukushima” products to be lifted

(dql) According to a statement of Switzerland the

Fukushima prefectural government release on August

1, Switzerland will lift import restrictions it has been

imposing on food products from parts of Japan after

the 2011 Fukushima nuclear power plant disaster on

August 15. [Kyodo News] 

Bern’s move comes after the European Union (EU)

decided to lift those import restriction measures

during the EU-Japan summit last month [see AiR No.

29, July/2023, 3].  

Japan to expand ban on Russia

automobile exports

(dql) Japan is set to expand a ban on vehicle exports to

Russia, following a decision on July 28. The ban will be

effective from August 9 and will apply to used cars.  

In an earlier move, Japan last year prohibited

shipments of premium vehicles worth more than JPY 6

million yen (USD 43,000) to Russia.  

Given the high demand for Japanese cars demand in

Russia, the expanded ban is expected to deal another

blow to Moscow. [Kyodo News] 

China-Laos forum to boost economic

cooperation
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(ws) The first Laos-China Economic Cooperation

Outlook Forum, which convened at the Thatluang Lake

Special Economic Zone in Vientiane on July 27, has

been hailed as a positive step in strengthening the

bilateral relationship between the two countries.  

The primary goal of the meeting was to foster better

understanding and bolster connections between

business operators and investors in Laos. 

Notably, the event highlighted the significance of

China-Asean relations in creating fresh development

opportunities, with an emphasis on deepening trade

and economic ties between China and Laos, as

underscored by the launch of the Laos-China railway.

Over the years, Laos has attracted substantial foreign

investment, leading to transformative growth in the

sectors of tourism, industry, and services. The success

story of the Thatluang Lake Special Economic Zone

serves as a prime example of the fruitful collaboration

between China and Laos, according to the President of

the China-Asia Economic Development Association. 

China stands as the leading foreign investor in

Vientiane, and vital joint projects like the Laos-China

railway and the Vientiane-Vangvieng expressway have

played a pivotal role in advancing the economies of

both nations. As these projects continue to unfold,

prospects for even closer cooperation in the future

look promising. [Vientiane Times] 

India, Laos further strengthen

cooperation

(ws) Laos and India have agreed to enhance their

cooperation in various areas with significant potential,

not limited to trade and investment but also

encompassing education, health, culture, agriculture,

forestry, defense, and infrastructure. The decision was

made during a meeting held in Vientiane on July 27,

where Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Phoxay

Khaykhamphithoune and his Indian counterpart

Saurabh Kumar were present. 

Following their meeting, the two deputy foreign

ministers witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) regarding the transfer of five

development projects under the Mekong-Ganga

Cooperation initiative to Laos.

The combined value of these projects amounts to USD

248,226 and includes the construction of a primary

school in Xayaboury province, an ICT training center,

and equipment provision for Xayaboury province, a
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health center in Xekong province, a water supply

system in Xieng Khuang province, and the construction

of a lower secondary school in Savannakhet province.

These projects signify the commitment of both nations

to furthering their collaboration in critical areas of

development. [Vientiane Times] 

The meetings were part of Kumar’s working visit to

Laos from July 26 to July 29, aimed at exploring

opportunities to further strengthen bilateral

collaboration between the two nations. 

Laos receives grants from Luxembourg to

strengthen health care

(ws) Laos has received EUR 32 million grants from

Luxembourg to continue implementing a new health

and nutrition program in four provinces. The extension

of Luxembourg's support was announced during a

meeting involving the Luxembourg Development

Cooperation Agency and the Ministry of Health, which

included discussions with the steering committee

overseeing the new program. 

The primary focus of the program will be on the

provinces of Vientiane, Borikhamxay, Khammuan, and

Bokeo. Additionally, ongoing assistance will be

provided to the Joint Participatory Mechanism to

ensure the sustainability of healthcare outcomes in

these provinces. The program also entails enhancing

interventions at the cardiology center in Mahosot

Hospital, Vientiane. 

Aligned with the Lao Ministry of Health's health sector

reform framework for 2021-2030, the new program

will adjust its tasks and activities to achieve long-term

health objectives and indicators specified in the health

sector reform plan. Three key priority areas have been

identified, with a focus on improving access to

healthcare services, particularly for maternal and child

healthcare, in the targeted provinces.  

The program aims to make healthcare more affordable

for local communities while ensuring quality care is

accessible to all individuals. [Vientiane Times] 

Malaysia-Vietnam: Foreign ministers

review joint agreements and discuss

future collaboration 
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(ccf) Malaysia's Foreign Minister, Datuk Seri Dr Zambry

Abdul Kadir, met with his Vietnamese counterpart, Bui

Thanh Son, during an official visit to Vietnam from July

19 to 20. During the 7th meeting of the Joint

Commission for Economic, Scientific, and Technical

Cooperation, both parties reviewed and assessed

agreements signed by their leaders, such as the Action

Program for the Vietnam-Malaysia strategic

partnership from 2021 to 2025.  

The countries agreed to strengthen bilateral ties by

increasing trade to USD 18 billion, limiting trade

barriers, and identifying mutual opportunities in

regional trade agreements like the Regional

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) and the

Comprehensive and Progressive for the Trans–Pacific

Partnership (CPTPP).  

The two parties also discussed expanding cooperation

in marine technology, oil and gas, education, and

tourism, while exploring new areas such as the digital

economy, artificial intelligence, and energy. [Sinar

Harian] 

Malaysia-Hong Kong: HKSAR chief

executive visits Malaysia

(ccf) John Lee Ka-Chiu, the Chief Executive of Hong

Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR), visited

Malaysia from July 27 to 29. This marks his first visit to

Malaysia since assuming his position in 2022.  

During the visit, Lee met with Malaysian Prime Minister

Anwar Ibrahim to discuss bilateral cooperation,

specifically in trade and economy, innovation and

technology, and people-to-people exchange.  

The visit also included participation in a Malaysia-Hong

Kong business forum and witnessing the signing of 11

Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) between both

countries’ business entities. [The Star] [South China

Morning Post] 

Malaysia-Philippines: State leaders meet

to expand economic ties, especially in

halal industry

(ccf) Philippine President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.

embarked on his inaugural state visit to Malaysia from

July 25 to 27. Marcos Jr. met face-to-face with Prime

Minister Anwar Ibrahim and several Malaysian
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companies operating in crucial sectors such as

agriculture, transportation, and technology. The visit

sought to strengthen friendly relations between the

two nations and expand their economic

partnership. [Sinar Harian] 

The Philippines and Malaysia agreed to establish a

partnership in the halal industry with the aim of

creating more job opportunities in both countries. As a

global leader in the halal industry, Malaysia has

committed to providing training for personnel and

officials from the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in

Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) to facilitate the halal

industry's growth in the Philippines. Marcos Jr. said

that the meetings with business leaders yielded up

to USD285 million worth of investment pledges.

[Philstar.com] [Inquirer.net] 

On the non-economic front, Marcos Jr. also expressed

his intention to discuss the repatriation of 56 Filipinos

on death row in Malaysia during the upcoming

Philippines-Malaysia Joint Commission Meeting (JCM) in

October. The Philippines and Malaysia opted to push

back talks on their territorial dispute over Sabah and

discuss fixable issues first. [The Manila Times] [ANC

24/7] 

United States sanctions individuals,

companies supporting ISIS, al-Qaeda

terrorist groups in the Maldives

(lm) The United States have imposed sanctions on 20

individuals and 29 companies for providing financial

support to operations of ISIS and Al-Quaeda terrorist

groups in the Maldives. [Deccan Herald]

Mongolia-Russia: Putin's new gas supply

routes backed 

(tb) Mongolia has indicated its readiness to assist

Russian President Vladimir Putin in establishing new

gas supply pathways to the East amid the impact of

international sanctions.  

In a Telegraph interview, the Mongolian Finance

Minister Javkhlan Bold expressed optimism regarding

the advancement of the Power of Siberia 2 pipeline,

which is set to transport gas between Russia and China

through Mongolia. He emphasized the significance of

Mongolia's exploration of new partnerships moving
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forward and hopes that the project will help Mongolia

to extend its infrastructure. 

Nestled as a buffer of democracy between China and

Russia, Mongolia has endeavored to uphold a policy of

neutrality during the ongoing war between Russian

and Ukraine. Furthermore, Mongolia heavily relies on

gas purchases from Russia, with the majority of its gas

supply coming from there.  

The initial Power of Siberia gas pipeline directly

connects to China via Mongolia's northern border with

Russia. Due to its heavy reliance on coal exports,

Mongolia aims to diversify its sources of income. This

strategy comes as an increasing number of countries,

including China, are committing to net-zero goals,

which could potentially impact demand for coal

exports. [The Telegraph] 

Mongolia's secretary general of the

parliament visits Japan

(tb) On July 20, L. Ulziisaikhan, the Secretary General of

the State Great Khural (Parliament) of Mongolia, had a

meeting with Okada Noriharu, the Secretary General of

the House of Representatives of Japan. 

During a meeting between the two sides discussed the

positive relations between their parliaments. Mongolia

looks up to Japan's development model and

experiences as a benchmark. They also talked about

challenges faced by the Mongolian parliament and its

structural reforms.  

Both parties expressed interest in enhancing

cooperation between their Parliamentary Secretariats,

including exchanging experiences, providing training

opportunities for staff, and studying each other's

parliamentary systems. [Montsame] 

Myanmar-US: Military regime critic

convicted of conspiracy to assault kill

Myanmar’s UN ambassador

(ha) A United State court has convicted a Myanmar

national, Phyo Hein Htut, finding him guilty of

conspiring to hire assailants to force U Kyaw Moe Tun,

former Myanmar Ambassador to the United Nations to

resign and, in case he refused, to kill him.   
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In 2021, the US Federal Bureau of Investigation

arrested two people, Phyo Hein Htut and Ye Hein Zaw,

on suspicion of attempting to assassinate Myanmar’s

UN ambassador. Phyo faces a maximum sentence of

five years in prison, while Ye confessed his

participation in the plot. He was convicted in 2021 and

served his sentence. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar-Thailand: Thai beer industry

plans to invest USD 14 million 

(wn) Fraser and Neave Limited (F&N), listed on the

Singapore Stock Exchange, has announced its

partnership with beverage conglomerate Win Brothers

to invest SGD 19.2 million (equivalent to USD 14

million) in establishing a brewery in Myanmar. 

This information was disclosed in a statement released

by F&N. According to a report from the company, a

brewery will be constructed on 35 acres of land that

has been leased for a period of 50 years. The company

is under the control of Thai billionaire Charon

Serivadannabedi. 

In March, F&N formed a joint venture with Win

Brothers called Sapphire Brewery Myanmar Limited

(SBML). F&N holds 80 percent of the company, while

the remaining shares are owned by Win Brothers, led

by U Zaw Win.  

U Zaw Win also has a role in the operations of Serge

Pang's Seagram Myanmar. This joint venture was

formed in 2019 by French beverage companies Pernod

Ricard, Win Brothers, Yoma Strategic Holding, and

Delta Myanmar Capital. Seagram Myanmar is

responsible for producing popular brands of whiskey

in Myanmar, such as High Class, Imperial Blue, and 100

Pipers. 

In 1997, F&N bought a 55 percent share in Asia Pacific

Breweries (APB) to venture into the Myanmar beer

market. APB had previously established Myanmar

Brewery in 1995, in collaboration with Myanmar

Business Holdings Limited (MEHL), a military-owned

company. The brewery was set up to produce

Andaman Gold and Myanmar Double Strong branded

beers. 

In 2013, ThaiBev acquired F&N and two years later,

MEHL purchased F&N's shares in Myanmar Brewery

for a total of USD 560 million resulting in F&N's exit

from the Myanmar market. 
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Despite this, ThaiBev Public Company Limited, the

parent company, is still growing its presence in

Myanmar. In 2017, itacquired a 75 percent stake in

Myanmar Distillery Company, which produces Grand

Royal whiskey in Myanmar, for USD1 billion. [The

Irrawaddy Burmese] 

Myanmar-China: Military junta urged to

suppress cross-border online crime 

(wn) On July 25, the Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar,

Chen Hai, had a meeting with U Than Swe, the Foreign

Minister of the Military Council.  

According to the Chinese Embassy, Chen urged the

Myanmar Military Council to eradicate Internet

gambling and online fraud centres that target Chinese

nationals located on the Myanmar border. 

Online crimes in the border regions of Myanmar are

not limited to just China-Myanmar relations. In

addition, it has been reported that the trilateral joint

anti-terrorist operations between China, Myanmar,

and Thailand have achieved positive outcomes. 

Online scams are having a significant impact on the

well-being of the citizens of China and Myanmar. The

Chinese Embassy has expressed concern that these

fraudulent activities are becoming increasingly

prevalent in border regions, particularly in northern

Myanmar. [VOA Burmese] [Chinese Embassy in

Myanmar's Facebook Page] 

China launches ‘Silk Roadster’ projects

under BRI in Nepal

(lm) China last week launched the “Silk Roadster”

platform under its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in

Nepal. Chinese leaders said the platform is a new

concept brought to Nepal to mark the tenth

anniversary of the proposition of the BRI by Chinese

President Xi Jinping. Silk Roadster is a new platform for

practical cooperation and people-to-people exchanges

between China and Southeast and South Asian

countries, according to the plan’s concept paper issued

at the launch. [The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal signed up to the framework agreement on the

BRI in 2017. But six years down the line, not a single

project under the initiative has started in Nepal,

although the government has selected nine to be

executed under the framework.
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Bangladesh, Nepal explore trade and

energy cooperation during meeting in

Italy

(na) During a recent meeting in Italy, the prime

ministers of Nepal and Bangladesh discussed

expanding trade opportunities between the two

countries, as well as bilateral cooperation, regional

forums, and Nepal's potential for hydroelectricity

generation.

Bangladesh's Prime Minister Hasina offered

Kathmandu the use of the country’s Payra port for

third-country trade, in addition to the existing access

to two other ports. Nepal also enjoys access to China's

seaports, along with three land ports under a protocol

agreement. [The Kathmandu Post]

Hasina also expressed keen interest in importing clean

energy, particularly hydroelectricity, from Nepal, with

an initial trilateral power trade through India for 40

megawatts. [BNN]

North Korea-China: Pyongyang continues

to restrict overland trade between Sinuiju

and Dandong, but expands through

Hunchun

(tms) North Korea is increasingly expanding its

overland trade activities through Hunchun, Jilin

Province, while continuing to restrict trade between

Sinuiju and Dandong.  

Chinese traders, who were previously active in

Liaoning Province, have now shifted their trade

operations to Hunchun, as they believe it is more

viable to start trading with North Korea quickly, even if

transportation costs are higher. 

Hundreds of cargo trucks, loaded with exports, are

now making their way to Hunchun daily. The goods

that had accumulated when North Korea's border was

closed due to COVID-19 are now being swiftly sent into

the country. The exports to North Korea from Hunchun

include auto parts, electronics, industrial machinery,

and building supplies. 

North Korea is also importing high-strength aluminum,

despite it being under international sanctions due to

its use in uranium enrichment centrifuges. Customs

authorities on both sides of the border are aware of its
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sanctioned status but are allowing its transportation

under mutual agreement.  

North Korea's strategic focus on expanding trade

through Hunchun rather than the Sinuiju-Dandong

route is aimed at importing sanctioned items away

from the international community's scrutiny.

Hunchun's trade zone is situated outside urban areas

and far from private homes, making it a more discreet

choice for trade activities [see AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4].

[Daily NK 1] [Daily NK 2] 

North Korea-China: Chinese authorities

threatening repatriation to pressure the

defector families into paying money

(tms) Police officials in Hebei Province in China have

informed the husbands and in-laws of female North

Korean defectors, who have been arrested for various

reasons, that these women can only be released if

their family members pay a fine and submit a pledge

document.  

According to a source in China, the police have been

contacting Chinese husbands or in-laws of the

detained North Korean women since mid-July, asking

them to pay fines ranging from RMB 3,000 to 5,000

(approximately USD 420 to 700) and submit a pledge

document to bring the women home. 

If the Chinese husbands or in-laws refuse to pay the

fine and submit the pledge document, the police plan

to send the women to a collection point on the China-

North Korea border. The police have assured the

detained women, along with their husbands and in-

laws, that if they refrain from engaging in criminal

activities while living with their Chinese families, they

will not be repatriated back to North Korea, even if

they are unable to obtain refugee status or ID cards. 

The fate of these defector women ultimately depends

on decisions made by their Chinese relatives, as only

the Chinese husbands or in-laws could pay the fine and

submit the pledge document. In some cases, North

Korean women who were detained for attempting to

head to South Korea were released to their families

after the fine was paid, ranging from RMB 3,000 to

5,000, and the pledge document was submitted. [Daily

NK]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jkj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jkt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jki/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-jki/


North Korea retaliates South Korea’s

human rights report 

(tms/cx) North Korea retaliated a human rights report

released by South Korea's Unification Ministry earlier

this year by publishing the book titled "Barren Land of

Human Rights," published by Pyongyang Publishing

Co., an organization associated with North Korea's

ruling Workers' Party.  

The book examines the human rights situation in

South Korea, which North Korea labels as the "world's

worst barren field of human rights" that disregards

political freedom and the basic right to survival of its

people. 

North Korea's publication cites specific cases to argue

that South Korea is grappling with issues like high

suicide rates, unemployment challenges, industrial

accidents, discrimination against women and disabled

individuals, and incidents of child abuse. 

Earlier in March, the South Korean report released by

its Unification Ministry titled "2023 Report on North

Korean Human Rights" analyzed the human rights

conditions in North Korea, categorizing them into four

themes. [Korea Herald] 

South Korea’s Unification Ministry refuted North

Korea’s latest report on the state of South Korea’s

human rights and what it called tenuous claims

regarding life in South Korea. [Korea JoongAng Daily]

South Korea to accelerate anti-drone

measures to counter North Korean

threats

(tms) South Korea is seeking to expediting the

deployment of anti-drone measures in response to

North Korea's recent display of new surveillance and

attack drones, which closely resemble U.S. Global

Hawk and Reaper UAVs.  

The Defense Acquisition Program Administration

(DAPA) will organize a briefing session with local

defense companies to discuss its portable drone

jammer project, aiming to equip helicopters with anti-

drone guns capable of neutralizing enemy drones. 

The project will involve the "soft kill" system, utilizing

jamming signals to disrupt enemy drones'

communication. North Korea's drone incursions in

December highlighted the need for improved anti-
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drone systems in South Korea, as they exposed

weaknesses in the country's aerial defenses against

small UAVs. 

During North Korea's recent military parade, they

demonstrated new military drones, named Saetbyul-4

and Saetbyul-9, which resemble U.S. RQ-4 Global Hawk

and MQ-9 Reaper drones. Defense analysts believe

that while the North Korean drones may look similar,

their capabilities are unlikely to match those of their

American counterparts.  

However, experts warn that North Korea could use

these replicated drones for deceptive purposes,

emphasizing the need for South Korea to be prepared

for such tactics. [Korea Times] 

North Korea-Russia-US: Washington

declares to impose sanctions on North

Korea, Russia when required

(tms) The US State Department stated that the United

States will not delay applying sanctions on North Korea

and Russia as needed.  

Miller highlighted concerns about their close

relationship, which has not been beneficial to

international security. He referred to recent events,

including the Russian defense minister's visit to

Pyongyang and reports of weapons trade between

North Korea and Russia. [Korea Herald]

China has rolled over USD 2.4 billion loan

to Pakistan for two years, Islamabad’s

finance minister says

(mha/lm) Pakistan’s finance minister said on July 27

that China had rolled over a USD 2.4 billion loan to

Islamabad for a period of two years. However, he said

Pakistan would now only make interest payments in

both years. Beijing also granted a USD 1 billion rollover

on account of SAFE deposits due in July 2023.

China, which has pledged over USD 65 billion in

building infrastructure in Pakistan as part of the so-

called China–Pakistan Economic Corridor project, in

recent months either rolled over or granted new loans

worth around USD 5 billion to Islamabad as

negotiations between the South Asian nation and the

International Monetary Fund (IMF) dragged out over

eight months.
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A disbursement of around USD 1.2 billion from the

Washington-based lender and USD 3 billion in bilateral

inflows from Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates

have shored up the Pakistani central bank's reserves,

which had dropped to a critical level of barely enough

to pay for a month of controlled imports. [AiR No. 29,

July/2023, 3].

Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves held by the State

Bank of Pakistan decreased by USD 541 million and

stood at USD 8.18 billion during the week ending on

July 21, following debt repayments. [Associated Press]

[Reuters]

Pakistan, Australia agree to expand

military cooperation

(tj) Pakistan’s Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee

(CJCSC) General Sahir Shamshad Mirza paid an official

visit to Australia for defense and security meetings and

1.5 Track Security Dialogue. During the visit, the CJCSC

met Australia’s high-ranking civilian and military

leaders, including General Angus J. Campbell, Chief of

Defense Forces Australia. Both countries agreed to

further expand military-to-military cooperation. CJCSC

also visited the Royal Military College and addressed

the participants of the Australian Defense College. [The

Express Tribune]

Pakistan’s foreign minister holds phone

call with United States counterpart

(mha) Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari received a telephone call from his United

States counterparty Antony Blinken. The two top

diplomats underlined the importance of constructive

engagement between their countries for promoting

peace, security and development in the region. They

also discussed the regional security situation, including

the threat from terrorism, and reaffirmed their desire

to continue close cooperation for lasting peace and

stability in Afghanistan. [U.S. Department of State]

Pakistan approves projects worth billions

of USD for investment by Gulf countries

(mha/kr/lm) In a significant milestone, Pakistan has in

principle approved 28 projects worth billions of USD

that would be offered to Gulf nations – especially Saudi
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Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, and Bahrain –

for investment with the long-term goal of lowering

Islamabad’s dependency on loans and imports. [The

Hindu]

The initiative is spearheaded by the newly established

Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC), a hybrid

civil-military forum which aims to attract USD 100

billion in foreign direct investment within three years

by streamlining and simplifying complex bureaucratic

procedures.

The recently approved projects include those in the

fields of mining, food, agriculture, information

technology, and petroleum power. Notably, if all the

proposed schemes are picked up by the 23 countries

identified by the SIFC as potential investors, the

quantum of investment under the SIFC portfolio can be

greater than projects the China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor.

In related developments, four Pakistani petroleum

corporations have signed an agreement with Saudi

Arabia’s state-owned Aramco to construct Pakistan's

biggest oil refinery in the strategic city of Gwadar. The

deal will see Saudi Arabia inject an initial USD 10 billion

into the project to set up an integrated refinery

petrochemical complex with a crude oil processing

capacity of a minimum of 300,000 barrels per day

along with a petrochemical facility. [Nikkei Asia]

[Anadolu Ajansı]

European Commission President visits

Philippines for first time in 60 years

(ccf) European Commission President Ursula von der

Leyen visited the Philippines from July 31 to August 1,

marking the first visit of a European Commission

president in over six decades. During a bilateral

meeting, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and von der

Leyen focused on expanding bilateral cooperation,

particularly in trade.  

Marcos Jr. affirmed that the Philippines and the

European Union (EU) share common values of

democracy, rule of law, and human rights. Trade

Secretary Alfredo Pascual confirmed that the EU has

observed progress in the Philippines' human rights

situation, such as the Bangsamoro peace process. This

holds importance as the EU Generalized System of

Preferences Plus (GSP+) agreement, which grants the

Philippines zero duties on certain products, is set to

expire in December this year. An extension first

requires compliance with human rights, labor rights,
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environmental, and governance standards. [GMA

Integrated News] 

During her visit, von der Leyen unveiled a financing

agreement for the Green Economy Program in the

Philippines, which includes a 60-million-euro grant

aimed at supporting initiatives related to circular

economy, renewable energy, and climate change

mitigation. [Philstar.com] 

The visit also injected fresh momentum into creating a

free trade agreement (FTA) between the Philippines

and the EU. Both sides have agreed to restart free

trade talks and initiate a bilateral ‘scoping process'.

These talks were first initiated in 2013 but have been

on hold for the past six years.  

It was believed that human rights violations committed

during former President Rodrigo Duterte’s war on

drugs led to the suspension. [European Commission]

[Reuters] 

Philippines-Portugal: Foreign ministers

meet in a first since 1946

(dql) On July 28, Philippine Department of Foreign

Affairs (DFA) Secretary Enrique Manalo met with

Portuguese Foreign Minister João Gomes Cravinho

discussed possible cooperation in a wide range of

areas, including trade and investment, defense,

maritime and security, as well as agriculture, energy,

and food security. 

The meeting was part of Cravinho’s visit to the

Philippines, the highest-ranking visit by a Portuguese

official to the Philippines since 1946, indicative of a

turning point in the relations between the two

countries. [Manila Bulletin] 

South Korea calls for halt to arms trade

with N. Korea 

(cx) Following high-level defense talks between North

Korea and Russia, the South Korean Foreign Ministry

emphasized that engaging in any form of weapons

trade with North Korea would be a violation of United

Nations Security Council resolutions.  

North Korean Defense Minister Kang Sun-nam and his

Russian counterpart, Sergei Shoigu, held talks in

Pyongyang to discuss the strengthening of bilateral

defense ties. The meeting has raised speculation that
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the two sides may have discussed providing North

Korean weapons to Russia to support Moscow in its

war with Ukraine. 

The South Korea Defense Ministry made the same call

against arms trade with North Korea following reports

that Ukraine seized North Korean rockets and have

been firing them against Russia.  

The Foreign Ministry and Defense Ministry announced

that they will continue to monitor developments

related to the North Korea arms trade. [Yonhap 1]

[Yonhap 2]

South Korea-Japan: Yoon’s requests

discussed during consultations on

Fukushima water discharge

(cx) South Korea and Japan held working-level

consultations in Japan to discuss South Korean

President Yoon Suk-yeol's requests regarding Tokyo’s

plan to release water from the Fukushima nuclear

power plant.  

The meeting was led by Yun Hyun-soo, head of the

foreign ministry's bureau for climate change, energy,

environment and scientific affairs, and Atsushi Kaifu,

director-general of the Japanese foreign ministry's

disarmament, non-proliferation and science

department.  

The six-hour meeting addressed Yoon's requests to

include South Korean experts in monitoring the

planned release of the water and for Japan to stop the

discharge if the concentration of radioactive material

in the water exceeds standard levels.  

The next round of consultations will be held during the

first week of August. [Yonhap] 

South Korea-Australia: Boosting

cooperation in minerals and clean energy

industry  

(cx) South Korea and Australia have agreed to

cooperate on building stable supply chains for industry

minerals, liquefied natural gas and other resources, as

well as clean hydrogen, eco-friendly steel production,

and carbon capture and storage fields. 
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The agreement was reached during a meeting in Seoul

between South Korea's Industry Minister Lee Chang-

yang and Chris Bowen, Australia's climate change and

energy minister. During the meeting, Lee also raised

concerns regarding Australia’s “Safeguard Mechanism,”

which sets limits on greenhouse gas emissions from

major industrial facilities. Lee stated that the

mechanism has created uncertainties for South Korean

companies operating businesses there. 

Both countries have pledged to use multilateral

consultation platforms such as the Indo-Pacific

Economic Framework to further increase cooperation

on various clean energy sectors in the future.

[Yonhap] 

South Korea-US: Working group meeting

on North Korean cyber threat

(cx) South Korea and the US held a working group

meeting on North Korea’s cyber threat amid joint

efforts to stop illicit funds from being used for North

Korea’s weapons development programs.  

The meeting was held on July 26 and was led by US

Deputy Special Representative for North Korea Jung

Pak and her South Korean counterpart, Lee Jun-il. The

working group aims to disrupt North Korea’s cyber

theft as well as North Korean information technology

workers working abroad. Representatives also

discussed how to partner with foreign governments

and industry leaders to increase information sharing

on cyber security issue and raise awareness on North

Korea’s cyber attacks.  

The two countries emphasized the role of China and

Russia in bringing North Korea to the negotiating table

and agreed to monitor Pyongyang as it celebrates the

70th anniversary of the armistice of the 1950-53

Korean War. [Yonhap] 

US 7th Air Force and South Korean Air

Force fighters conduct combined live-fire

training 

(cx) The South Korean Air Force and US Seventh Air

Force conducted a joint live-fire training event off the

west coast of South Korea on July 28.  

US Air Force F-16 fighters joined South Korea Air Force

F-35A stealth fighters and F-16 fighters to conduct
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combined flight operations and employed munitions at

a live-fire training area.  

These events aim to demonstrate the US and South

Korean air forces’ ability to provide commanders rapid

response options if required and display US-South

Korean combined defense capabilities as a deterrence

against conflict on the Korean Peninsula. [Seventh Air

Force] 

South Korea-US: Joint anti-submarine

drills involving nuclear-powered

submarine

(cx) South Korea and the US staged joint anti-

submarine drills with a US nuclear-powered submarine

on July 29. The exercise took place south of Jeju Island

and mobilized South Korea’s ROKS Yulgok Yi I Aegis-

equipped destroyer, the ROKS Yi Sun-sin submarine

and the US' USS Annapolis submarine.  

Amid missile provocations by North Korea, the drills

focused on training response procedures against a

simulated North Korea submarine, including tracking

and identifying North Korean targets. These exercises

will strengthen the South Korean and US navies’

response capabilities against North Korea submarine

infiltrations. [The Korea Herald] 

South Korea-AfCFTA: Enhancing trade,

industry ties 

(cx) South Korean Trade Minister Ahn Duk-geun held

talks with Wamkele Mene, secretary-general of the

African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)

Secretariat, to discuss strengthening bilateral

economic cooperation and creating joint business

opportunities.  

The meeting took place in Seoul on July 26 and marks

South Korea’s effort to deepen economic ties with

AfCFTA, the world’s largest free trade area, through

platforms such as a Trade and Investment Promotion

Framework and economic partnership agreements.  

During the meeting, Ahn asked Mene for his support

for the Korea-Africa summit slated for 2024 and

requested that Mene meet with South Korean

corporate officials to support their efforts to expand

into the African market. [Yonhap] 
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South Korea-UAE: Hold high-level

consultations on nuclear cooperation 

(cx) On July 28, South Korea and the United Arab

Emirates (UAE) held high-level consultations on

boosting cooperation in the nuclear sector.  

In 2018, the two countries began high-level discussions

to cooperate on exporting nuclear reactors, nuclear

security, safety and regulation, and research

development.  

This most recent meeting marks the 5th High-Level

Consultation on Nuclear Cooperation in Seoul to

discuss bilateral nuclear cooperation. Second Vice

Foreign Minister Oh Young-ju met with Suhail Al-

Mazrouei, the UAE Minister of Energy and Industry,

and agreed to develop a “cooperation model” for

exporting nuclear reactors to a third country based on

Seoul’s previous successes in building four nuclear

reactors in the UAE. They also agreed to explore new

sectors for cooperation, such as the small modular

reactor sector.   

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol’s administration

has been actively pushing to develop the country’s

nuclear energy industry following the previous

administration’s nuclear phase-out policy. [Yonhap] 

South Korea protests Japanese white

paper laying claim to Dokdo 

(cx) South Korea’s Foreign Ministry has criticized

Japan’s claim to the islets of Dokdo in a new annual

defense white paper called “Defense of Japan 2023.”

The document was adopted by the Japanese cabinet

and renewed Tokyo’s sovereignty claim over the islets

for the 19th consecutive year. 

In the document, Japan refers to the islets as

Takeshima and considers it one of Japan’s ongoing

territorial disputes. In 1905, the Japanese cabinet

ordered the annexation of the islets based on the view

that they were unclaimed territory.  

However, South Korea argues the Dokdo is an integral

part of its territory rooted in centuries-old records and

maps. South Korea has effective control of Dokdo since

1948 and maintains a small police force on the islets to

enforce its title.  
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Following the release of the white paper, South Korea’s

Foreign Ministry and Defense Ministry summoned

Mondo Yamamoto, the Japanese Embassy’s acting

deputy chief of mission and Japanese defense attaché

Kotaro Hyodo respectively to protest Japan’s claim.  

The foreign ministry has called on Japan to withdraw

its claim and stated that Japan’s claim to Dokdo may

negatively impact bilateral relations. He added that

South Korea will respond to any provocations over the

islets.  

Japan has previously proposed to bring the dispute

before the International Court of Justice on multiple

occasions. South Korea has refused, stating that there

is no dispute with regard to sovereignty over Dokdo.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea] [Korea

JoongAng Daily] [Yonhap] 

South Korea-Belize: Cooperation to be

deepened

(dql) South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol met on

August 1 with Belizean Prime Minister John Briceno in

Busan to discuss ways to strengthen bilateral

cooperation trade, investment and agriculture, among

other things. 

Further, Yoon requested the support of the Central

American country for his country’s bid to host the 2030

World Expo, while Briceno asked for Seoul’s technical

assistance in his country's efforts in digitalizing the

land transaction management system and establishing

an international electronic identification certificate

system. [Korea Herald] 

South Korea-Uzbekistan: Defense

ministers agree to elevate defense ties

(dql) South Korean Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup and

his Uzbek counterpart Bakhodir Kurbanov agreed to

elevate defense and arms industry cooperation

between the two countries to a higher level. 

The agreement was reached during their meeting in

Tashkent on August 1. The meeting is part of Lee’s visit

to Uzbekistan, the first visit of a South Korean defense

minister to the Central Asian country.  

The ministers’ meeting touched upon cooperation in

high-level people-to-people exchanges, information
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and communication technology, cybersecurity, joint

training and the defense industry. [Yonhap] 

China holds event to commemorate 96th

anniversary of PLA founding in Colombo

Embassy

(lf) A ceremony to commemorate the 96th anniversary

of the founding of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA)

was hosted in the Chinese Embassy in Colombo on July

24. In attendance was Sri Lanka’s Defense Secretary

General Kamal Gunaratne, who hailed the friendship

between his nation and China. General Gunaratne

hailed China as a “true friend, standing shoulder to

shoulder with us,” and expressed gratitude for their

“pivotal role in the journey towards peace and

stability,” a reference to the instrumental role Chinese-

supplied weapons played in the Sri Lankan armed

forces’ defeat of the Tamil Tigers in 2009. 

Chinese Ambassador to Sri Lanka Qi Zhenhong hosted

the ceremony, which was attended by several Sri

Lankan parliamentarians and Ministry of Defense

personnel. General Gunaratne hailed the PLA’s

evolution as “a testament to China's determination to

safeguard its sovereignty and promote regional

stability.” China and Sri Lanka maintain a

comprehensive relationship in the defense and

security sectors; however, these two areas have been

overshadowed by Sri Lanka’s USD 7.4 billion debt to

Chinese-lenders. Following their May 2023 IMF loan, Sri

Lanka has taken the initial steps towards strengthening

its economy and is in the process of restructuring its

debt to China and other lending nations. [Daily Mirror]

[MSNBC]

Japanese foreign minister makes visit to

Sri Lanka, conveys expectations regarding

debt restructuring

(lf) Japan’s Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi made a

two-day visit to Sri Lanka on July 28-29, meeting with

several key government figures to discuss the bilateral

ties shared between the nations. Sri Lanka and Japan’s

relationship has been primarily defined in recent

months by the ongoing debt restructuring program

that Sri Lanka is undertaking following the USD 3

billion IMF bailout it received in June. Japan is Sri

Lanka’s second biggest creditor, behind China, with a

sum of USD 2.7 billion outstanding between the two,

according to the Japanese Finance Ministry. 
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Minister Hayashi met with his Sri Lankan counterpart

Ali Sebry, where economic matters dominated the

conversation. Sri Lanka’s foreign minister invited Japan

to resume its investments in the country, including

energy, infrastructure and port projects, whilst also

signaling a desire to collaborate in developing the

green digital economy of the island-nation. Minister

Hayashi did not formally respond to the invitation,

instead focusing his comments on Sri Lanka’s

developing economic plan by stating he had “conveyed

my expectations for further progress in the debt

restructuring process” and encouraged transparency

and cooperation with all creditors. 

President Wickremesinghe then hosted the Japanese

minister, where the two discussed the implementation

and expansion of a number of infrastructure projects,

including the Light Rail Transit construction plan and

the expansion of Bandaranaike International Airport.

Opportunities for development in Sri Lanka’s high tech

industries were also discussed, with President

Wickremesinghe conveying his vision of an economy

that facilitates technological advancements and

becomes less reliant on labor. The role that Japan

could play in this vision was explored, as was details of

conversations held between President

Wickremesinghe and President Macron of France, who

was in Sri Lanka briefly the previous day. 

Sri Lanka and Japan have historically shared close

bilateral ties, however the halting of a USD 2 billion

project to build a Light Railway in 2020 caused friction.

President Wickremesinghe was able to get approval for

the project to continue earlier this month, following

Japan’s assistance with Sri Lanka’s economic recovery,

subsequently reinvigorating cooperation between the

two. Japan considers Sri Lanka’s geographical location

in proximity to India and China as a key factor for

increased attention, particularly within the realm of

maritime cooperation and trade. [Reuters] [Daily

Mirror]

South Korea pledges to increase visas for

Sri Lankans in second half of 2023 

(lf) Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena

met with Miyon Lee, the ambassador for South Korea,

on July 25. Speaking at Temple Trees, the Residence of

the prime minister, the ambassador promised to issue

7000 new visas to Sri Lankan workers in the latter-half

of 2023. This would increase the number of Sri Lankan

workers in South Korea from the current 25,000 to

32,000. The information was welcomed by the prime

minister, who further urged the ambassador to recruit
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Sri Lankans under the seasonal agricultural workers’

program, which employs foreigners during harvest

seasons to work in South Korean farms. The scheme is

only available to citizens from a select few countries,

but the ambassador signaled that she would raise the

matter with the South Korean government. 

The two also spoke of resuming ongoing infrastructure

projects which were halted in the wake of the 2022

economic crash which gripped Sri Lanka, and further

delayed by the implementation of the island-nation’s

debt restructuring programs. Prime Minister

Gunawardena also requested that South Korea engage

with Sri Lanka in to assist the development of water

treatment, sanitation, and sewage disposal, which the

ambassador agreed to consider. 

South Korea and Sri Lanka celebrated 40-years of

bilateral diplomatic relations last year, but efforts to

deepen trade and investment have been hampered by

Sri Lanka’s uncertain economic future. The resuming of

paused infrastructure development would be a sign

that South Korea had regained trust in the Sri Lankan

economy, particularly if the nation’s September IMF

review delivers a positive forecast. [The Island] [Daily

Mirror]

Reference to Tamil Genocide Day by

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

attracts response from Sri Lankan

government 

(lf) The Sri Lankan Ministry of Foreign Affairs (SLMFA)

has responded to Canadian Prime Minister Justin

Trudeau referencing Tamil Genocide Remembrance

Day, an unofficial annual holiday, in a statement given

by the prime minister’s office on July 23. The SLMFA

“unreservedly rejects” the reference to the May 18

holiday, maintaining it provided a “false and distorted

narrative” of Sri Lanka’s past. 

The Canadian PM’s statement was released to mark

the 40th anniversary of Black July, which saw an

onslaught of violence against the Tamil community

breakout in Sri Lanka in July 1983 amid the nation’s

civil war, killing an estimated 5,600 people. [AiR No. 30,

July/2023, 4]

The statement in its entirety was not addressed by the

SLMFA, who took umbrage with the sentence, “Last

year, the Parliament of Canada unanimously adopted

the motion to make May 18 Tamil Genocide

Remembrance Day.” Sri Lanka rejected similar remarks
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made by Trudeau and the Canadian government in

May during celebrations of the holiday itself, accusing

the Prime Minister of tampering with Sri Lanka’s own

efforts for domestic reconciliation and recognizing the

holiday as a ploy to appeal to Tamil citizens in Canada,

or which there are over 250,000.

Canada’s recognition of Tamil Genocide Remembrance

Day is the latest in several moves that have fraught the

relationship between the two Commonwealth nations.

In January of this year, Canada placed sanctions on

four Sri Lankan state officials who it accused of

violating human rights during the Sri Lankan civil war,

including former Sri Lankan presidents Mahinda and

Gotabaya Rajapaksa. The Canadian High

Commissioner in Colombo was summoned by Sri

Lanka’s foreign affairs ministry at the time to explain

his government’s actions. [AiR No. 3, January/2023, 3]

[Al Jazeera] [Daily Mirror] [Sri Lankan Ministry of

Foreign Affairs] [Office of the Prime Minister of

Canada]

Skilled Sri Lankan workers to be verified

through new Saudi Arabian program 

(lf) The Saudi Arabian Ministry of Human Resources

and Social Development (MHRSD) announced the

expansion of the country’s Skills Verification Program

(SVP) into Sri Lanka in a statement made on July 26

from the Kingdom’s embassy in Colombo. The SVP

which already operates in Bangladesh, India and

Pakistan, is an initiative to verify the skills of qualified

workers seeking to emigrate or find employment in

Saudi Arabia, in order to control immigration flows

from South Asia. The verification process includes

applicants undertaking several internationally

recognized exams and providing certificates or

paperwork to prove qualification. 

The SVP will target five types of workers from Sri

Lanka: plumbers, electricians, air conditioning

technicians, automobile mechanics and automobile

electricians. The goal of the SVP, which was launched in

July 2021, is to limit immigration from South Asia to

qualified professionals who can contribute to in-

demand positions within the Kingdom, handpicked to

meet Saudi Arabia’s training standards. It is estimated

that around 150,000 Sri Lankans live and work in Saudi

Arabia. [Daily Mirror]
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French President Macron makes short but

‘historic’ stop in Sri Lanka

(lf/lm) French President Emmanuel Macron made a

short, two-hour visit to Sri Lanka on July 28, the first

visit by a French president to the island nation,

following an extensive visit to the Pacific. During the

airport meeting, Macron and Wickremesinghe were to

talk about economic recovery and maintenance of the

rule of law.

France is Sri Lanka’s fourth largest creditor, behind

China, India and Japan. President Macron pledged to

cooperate with the island-nation’s debt restructuring

efforts, the terms of which have been set by a USD 3

billion International Monetary Fund loan approved in

May. President Wickremesinghe praised Macron for his

role in assisting with Sri Lanka’s economic recovery and

the significant role his country plays in international

affairs. 

Both leaders also discussed matters relating to the

security of the Indo-Pacific region, which has received

increased attention following China’s growing assertive

presence. France, which maintains territories in the

region, has agreed to work closer with Sri Lanka in

efforts to establish a rules-based order, with Macron

noting both nations’ hopes for an “open, inclusive and

prosperous Indo-Pacific” in a post on X. 

Although a short visit, Macron’s stopover in Colombo

was noted as a “historic visit” by French officials. Both

nations agreed to build upon their 75 years of

partnership going forward in areas of mutual benefit,

however a deepening of ties is unlikely to materialise

until Sri Lanka settles its international debts and finds

a more stable grounding for its economy. [Le Monde]

[Washington Post] [Radio France Internationale]

Sri Lankan Defense Minister visits Turkey,

emphasizes anti-terrorist efforts 

(lf) Sri Lanka’s Minister for Defense Pramitha Bandara

Thennakoon travelled to Turkey on July 31 to attend

the International Defense Exhibition in Istanbul.

Meeting with his Turkish counterpart Yasar Güler,

Minister Thennakoon issued a stern statement against

terrorism within Sri Lanka, warning that such activities

would be dealt with strictly and highlighting anti-terror

efforts undertaken by his ministry. 

Minister Güler praised the efforts of the Sri Lankan

government and defense forces in cracking down on
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the adding and abetting of terrorism within the nation,

particularly against the Fethullah Terrorist

Organisation (FETO), a group that is considered to be

dangerous by the Turkish authorities. The presence of

FETO in Sri Lanka is humble, as compared to

neighboring Pakistan, but the efforts of authorities to

crackdown on the organization's operations have

aligned with Turkey’s own interior goals. Both ministers

would go on to discuss their ongoing bilateral

cooperation and pledged to improve their existing

bilateral relations. [Daily News] [Sri Lankan Ministry of

Defense] 

United States announces new Taiwan

military aid package, unveils Taiwan

Peace Through Strength bill

(ed) On July 28, the White House announced a package

of military aid for Taiwan worth USD 345 million, a

shipment which marks the first major package of

military aid that draws from the US’ own military

stockpiles.  

According to US officials, the package includes aid for

defense, education and training. Specific donations

included within the package include man-portable air

defense systems (MANPADs), intelligence and

surveillance gear, as well as firearms and missiles. 

This recent package is the latest iteration in the supply

of military equipment by the US to Taiwan, which so far

has amounted to a total worth of around USD 19

billion. However, these previous deals have been

blighted by supply chain issues which have arisen since

the COVID-19 pandemic and the war in Ukraine, which

has created long delays in the shipment of military aid

to Taiwan. 

The military aid package announced on July 28 is

different in this regard, as it draws on supplies from

the US’ own stockpiles. This means the aid can be

delivered without delays.  

The US has hastened to deliver aid to Taiwan and

bolster its defense in recent years. Lawmakers within

the US have legislated to commit to Taiwan’s defense,

which has pressured the White House and the

Pentagon to send more shipments of military aid.

Furthermore, officials have learned from Russia’s

invasion of Ukraine that the defending country’s

stockpiles of military equipment must be bolstered

before a potential invasion to deter the aggressor.  
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Officials in the US hope that supplying Taiwan with

enough military aid will deter China from invading the

island. China claims Taiwan as its own territory and has

not renounced the use of force to assert its

sovereignty. 

Regarding the announcement, Taiwan thanked the

United States for its “firm commitment to Taiwan’s

security”. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of China

(Taiwan)] [AP News] 

Also this week, on August 1, US lawmakers unveiled

the bipartisan Taiwan Peace Through Strength Act,

which, if passed, will promote Taiwan’s defense against

a Chinese invasion and facilitate sales of US military

products to Taiwan. 

The text of the bill has not yet been made available,

but according to the press release, the bill would

expedite military sales to Taiwan, establish regular

joint exercises between the two countries, establish

training and professional exchanges, and create a

Taiwan Critical Munitions Acquisition Fund. 

The Senate version of the bill amends the Taiwan

Relations Act, which would allow the US to arm Taiwan

not just on the basis of defense, but to arm Taiwan

“conducive to the deterrence of acts of aggression by

the [Chinese] People’s Liberation Army”. [Taipei Times] 

US House passes bill to protect Taiwan’s

participation in international

organizations

(ed) The US House of Representatives approved a bill

on July 25 to protect Taiwan’s participation in

international organizations against a campaign by

China to have it excluded from international bodies. 

The Taiwan International Solidarity Act rewords the

2019 TAIPEI Act by requiring the United States to

“resolve Taiwan’s status by distorting [international

organization’s] decisions, language, policies or

procedures”. 

China claims Taiwan as its own territory and does not

recognize it as a state with the capacity to conduct its

own international relations. Consequently, China

protests against Taiwan’s inclusion in international

bodies. Last year, Taiwan was barred from joining the

World Health Assembly under pressure from China.

[Reuters]  
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The Taiwan International Solidarity Act will be voted on

by the Senate, where if passed, it will be signed into

law by President Joe Biden. [Focus Taiwan] 

Guatemala presidential candidate rejects

cutting ties with Taiwan

(ed) Bernardo Arevalo, a former pro-Beijing

presidential candidate in Guatemala, stated on July 26

that he would not cut diplomatic relations with Taiwan

if he wins the upcoming election. 

Arevalo, an anti-corruption politician who secured a

surprise second place in the first round of the

presidential election, had previously promised to put

Guatemala’s interest first with regards to foreign

policy, which meant forging relations with China rather

than Taiwan. However, in a video conference organized

by the Atlantic Council, he ruled out cutting ties with

Taiwan, saying that developing trade relations with

China while continuing to recognize Taiwan was

“completely compatible”. 

Guatemala is one of only 13 countries to provide

official diplomatic recognition to Taiwan. Nine

countries have switched recognition from Taiwan to

China under the presidency of the incumbent Tsai Ing-

wen, most recently Guatemala’s neighbor Honduras in

March last year.  

However, with Arevalo’s comments, both major

candidates in the Guatemalan presidential race now

support continuing ties with Taiwan. Arevalo’s

opponent and frontrunner in the first poll, Sandra

Torres, is an establishment politician who has also

promised to continue formal relations with Taiwan.

[South China Morning Post] [Taiwan News]

Taiwan-UK: Enhanced Trade Partnership

discussed

(ed) Taiwan’s trade office has announced that

discussions are being planned with the United

Kingdom to enter an Enhanced Trade Partnership

(ETP), which could potentially cover investment, energy

and digital trade. 

The two countries decided to enter discussions after a

video conference between Taiwan’s top trade

negotiator and the British international trade secretary

on July 26. 
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The Taiwanese Office of Trade Negotiations stated that

the discussions will first cover three major areas of

investment: energy, net-zero carbon emissions and

digital trade. The aim of the discussions is to establish

a long-term trade relationship which will be

underpinned by memoranda of understanding. 

The UK is Taiwan’s third largest trading partner in

Europe, while Taiwan is the UK’s 10th largest trading

partner in Asia. The move towards an ETP signals a

strengthening of this relationship, which has grown

closer recently as the UK has joined the

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-

Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), a trade-bloc which Taiwan

is also vying to join. [Reuters] 

Britain’s trade department also expressed the value of

the two countries’ growing partnership, calling Taiwan

“a champion of free and fair trade underpinned by a

rules-based global trading system”. Taiwan’s foreign

ministry called the discussions an “important

milestone … in creating a free and open Indo Pacific

and achieving stable economic development”. [Focus

Taiwan] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of China

(Taiwan)] [Taiwan News] 

Taiwan and Poland to cooperate to send

humanitarian assistance to Ukraine

(ed) According to an agreement made on July 29

between the two countries, Taiwan will cooperate with

Poland to supply Ukraine with humanitarian aid. 

Taiwan has pledged to work with Poland to rebuild

schools and hospitals in Ukraine, repair winter

residences for the elderly, establish employment and

long-distance learning centers, as well as delivering

humanitarian aid to shelters across the country. 

According to the foreign ministry, Taiwan will continue

to send humanitarian assistance to Ukraine, as both

Taiwan and Ukraine are both “at the forefront of the

fight against authoritarianism”. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Republic of China (Taiwan), in Chinese] 

European Parliament delegation visits

Taiwan

(ed) Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph Wu welcomed a

delegation of the European Parliament Foreign Affairs
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Committee on July 26, where he thanked the European

Parliament for its long-term support of Taiwan. 

Speaking at the banquet hosted by Taiwan’s foreign

minister, the vice-chairman of the EU Parliament

committee thanked Taiwan for its support of Ukraine

against the Russian invasion. He also highlighted the

"paramount importance” of ensuring the security of

the Indo-Pacific amid rising tensions with China. 

Taiwan and the European Union have forged closer

relations in recent years, especially since the Russian

invasion of Ukraine. Joseph Wu brought attention to

the more than 20 friendship reports and resolutions

passed by the European Parliament in the last two

years. The EU leaders’ summit held in June was the first

to express concern about rising tensions in the Taiwan

Strait. The European Union has not committed to the

defense of Taiwan but is opposed to any unilateral

change to the status quo. [Reuters] 

Taiwan’s foreign minister committed to working with

“like minded partners to protect shared values such as

religious freedom and democracy and will also defend

the rules-based international order”. Both partners

committed to further bilateral cooperation in various

fields. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of China

(Taiwan), in Chinese] 

Philippines rejects suggestion of military

cooperation with Taiwan

(ed) The head of The Philippines’ military confidently

dismissed suggestions of military cooperation with

Taiwan in an interview on July 24, saying there is “zero

possibility” of an alliance.

The Philippine Secretary of National Defense Gilbert

Teodoro was responding to suggestions made by

Taiwan Foreign Minister Joseph Wu that the two

countries could consider a military alliance. Taiwan’s

foreign minister suggested the Philippines would be

the next target of Chinese aggression after Taiwan.

Teodoro rejected this suggestion, saying that a conflict

between China and Taiwan was an “internal question”. 

Although The Philippines has ruled out an alliance with

Taiwan, it maintains its alliance with the United States,

a country which has committed to Taiwan’s defense

and sovereignty. The US has increased its military

activity in The Philippines this year, however President

Bongbong Marcos has said he will not allow for The

Philippines to become a staging post for US activities in

the Taiwan Strait. [Taiwan News] 
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Taiwan’s Foxconn considering investing in

manufacturing in India

(ed) A subsidiary of Taiwanese manufacturing

contractor Foxconn is considering investing up to NTD

6.24 billion (USD 200 million) in a manufacturing facility

in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu to produce electronic

components. 

Foxconn has also presented a plan to invest NTD 33.2

billion in a Karnataka factory that will produce iPhone

parts. This would be alongside a pre-existing facility in

Chennai that already produces iPhone parts.  

The move is emblematic of a wider shift of Taiwanese

electronics manufacturing out of China, of which many

companies have expressed interest in manufacturing

in India. On July 28, Indian Prime Minister Narendra

Modi confirmed semiconductor production as a

priority of his economic policy and promised to be a

trusted partner for global companies like Foxconn

investing in India. [Reuters] [Taiwan News] 

Taiwan presidential candidate to visit

Japan

(ed) The presidential candidate of the opposition

Kuomintang (KMT) party, Hou You-yi, announced his

departure for a three-day tour of Japan, beginning on

July 31. 

On the tour, the presidential candidate is set to meet

Japanese lawmakers, Taiwanese expatriates and the

Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association. Hou’s campaign

office quoted him as saying “Taiwan and Japan are

inseparable in terms of their friendship”. 

Hou’s trip will be the second official tour of Japan made

by a KMT presidential candidate. Hou You-yi has been

performing poorly in polls for the 2024 election, with

many suggesting the KMT’s position as the main

opposition party could be threatened by the new

Taiwan People’s Party, led by Ko Wen-je. [See AiR,

No.25, June/2023, 3] [Focus Taiwan]  

Timor-Leste-Australia: Defence

cooperation agreement under

consideration
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(nk) Australia's Parliament's Joint Standing Committee

on Treaties is currently examining a defense

cooperation and status of visiting forces agreement

with Timor-Leste.  

The proposed agreement aims to facilitate increased

and more sophisticated bilateral military activities,

including maritime operations, military training,

logistics support, and humanitarian assistance.  

The joint efforts extend beyond the defense sector,

with various actors, such as the Australian Federal

Police, the Australian Civil-Military Centre, and non-

government organizations, working to foster closer

security ties. A comprehensive approach is taken,

spanning civil society, governance, disaster

preparedness and response, gender equality, and

conflict mediation experience. [The Mandarin] 

Timor-Leste-Portugal: Social security

cooperation to support workers' rights to

be strengthened

(nk) Portugal and Timor-Leste are further solidifying

their bilateral cooperation in social security to protect

the rights of workers in both countries.  

During a recent meeting between the Minister of Social

Solidarity and Inclusion (MSSI) of Timor-Leste, Verónica

das Dores, and Portugal's Minister of Labor, Solidarity,

and Social Security, Ana Mendes Godinho, both sides

expressed their commitment to enhancing social

security programs. They highlighted the importance of

a memorandum of understanding and a Social Security

Convention signed between the two nations,

emphasizing the need to implement these agreements

promptly.  

Vietnam: President Vo Van Thuong’s trip

to European nations

(km) Vietnam President Vo Van Thuong’s tour to

Europe from July 23-28 saw visits to Austria, Italy and

the Vatican City from July 23-28, marking the first visit

of Vietnamese President to Austria in the past 15

years, to Italy and Vatican in seven years. The aim was

to deepen bilateral cooperation with these countries.

[VietnamPlus 1] 

Austria
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On July 24, President Vo Van Thuong met his Austrian

counterpart Alexander van der Bellen and Austrian

Foreign Minister Alexander Schallenberg to discuss

regional developments in the Indo-Pacific and to sign a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for political

consultations. [European Interest] 

Italy

In Rome, Vo held a meeting with Italian Prime Minister

Giorgia Meloni during which the two leaders agreed to

increase mutual visits on various levels including

ministries, sectors, and localities. They also stressed

the need to continue the effective implementation of

bilateral cooperation mechanisms such as the Joint

Committee for Economic Cooperation. In addition, Vo

and Meloni reaffirmed their commitment to work

together to push for furthering cooperation in other

fields, including security and defense, education and

training, science and technology, as well as cultural

heritage preservation.  

Meloni, for her part, highlighted that the ratification of

the EU-Vietnam Investment Protection Agreement

(EVIPA) by the Italian parliament during Vo’s stay in

Rome was indicative of her country’s attention to the

enhancement of bilateral ties. 

In return, Vo affirmed his country’s willingness to

cooperate with Italy to deepen boost partnerships in a

wide range of areas such as green transition, digital

economy, and sustainable and inclusive prosperity.

[Vietnam Net] 

A joint statement was also issued that confirmed that

Vo’s “visit was of great significance in promoting

political trust and strengthening the Viet Nam - Italy

Strategic Partnership,” and the determination on both

sides to continue “cooperation in traditional fields and

expanding into new areas such as digital

transformation, green growth, and climate change

response.” [VietnamPlus 2] 

While in Rome, Vo also held separate meetings with

leading members of the Italian political parties,

including General Secretary of the Italian Communist

Party Mauro Alboresi, Vice President of the Italian

Democratic Party Chiara Gribaudo, and General

Secretary of the Italian Communist Refoundation Party

Maurizio Acerbo. [VietnamPlus 3]  

Vatican

Indicative of efforts to improve bilateral relations,

which have been strained for decades, Vietnam and
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the Vatican agreed to open an office of the Holy See in

Hanoi to host a Resident Papal Representative.  

The agreement was reached during a meeting between

Vo and Pope Francis and the Vatican secretary of state,

Cardinal Pietro Parolin on July 27. [Vatican News]

[VietnamPlus 4]

Vietnam-Egypt: Cooperation agreement

signed

(km) Representatives of the two capital cities of

Vietnam and Egypt, Hanoi and Cairo, signed a

friendship and cooperation agreement on July 27 that

seeks to advance aims to advance the cities’

cooperation in the areas of culture, sciences,

education, health care, tourism, sports, environment,

and trade. [Viet Nam News]

Vietnam-Japan: National Assembly

Chairman welcomes Special Advisor to

Cabinet of Japan

(km) National Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh Hue

received on July 27 in Hanoi Special Advisor to the

Cabinet of Japan and Chairman of the Board of

Directors of the Japan Bank for International

Cooperation (JBIC) Maeda Tadashi.   

During their talk that focused on energy transition,

Hue suggested Vietnam and Japan to substantially

cooperate in building and maintain strategic supply

chains, including those related to energy, and

confirmed that Vietnam is ready to send officials to the

working group on implementation of the Asia Zero

Emission Community (AZEC).  

Tadashi, in response, reaffirmed that Japan, the US and

Australia are working together to support Vietnam in

mitigating climate change impacts, adding that Japan

has set up a framework to assist Vietnam in this

field. [Viet Nam News]    

Vietnam-Philippines: First Political

Consultation held 

(km) On August 1, the foreign ministries of Vietnam

and the Philippines conducted their inaugural political
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consultation in Hanoi.  

Vietnamese Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Do

Hung Viet, and Undersecretary of the Philippine

Department of Foreign Affairs, Theresa P. Lazaro, co-

chaired the event, aiming to implement the

agreements made during the 9th meeting of the

Vietnam - Philippines Joint Committee for Bilateral

Cooperation (JCBC) in 2019.

Both sides discussed ways to promote cooperation in

areas of common interest, including politics, defense,

security, economy, trade, investment, maritime

cooperation, and others. They stressed the importance

of holding more meetings at all levels and fully utilizing

existing bilateral mechanisms. 

Maritime cooperation emerged as a key aspect the

discussion, with officials agreeing on expanding

maritime cooperation, enhancing information sharing,

capitalizing on existing mechanisms, and working

closely on resolving issues related to fishermen and

vessels.  

Furthermore, they addressed several international and

regional concerns during the consultation and pledged

to maintain close coordination and mutual support at

regional and international forums, including the United

Nations and ASEAN. [VietnamPlus]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming Online Events

3 August 2023 @ 10:00-11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Asia

Society (Washington), USA

China and the Rise of Electric Vehicles

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-tdt/


As China is on track to become the largest exporter of

autos this year, this webinar will examine the future

implications of China’s automobile expansion on trade

and the environment.

For more event details, see [Asia Society].

4 August 2023 @ 10.00-10:45 a.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA

Looking South: A Conversation with GEN

Laura Richardson on Security Challenges

in Latin America

This webcast will feature a talk with General Laura J.

Richardson, U.S. Army, 32nd Commander of the United

States Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) on the

question of how SOUTHCOM is approaching challenges

facing the strategic region of Latin America, including

the China’s growing presence and influence;

counternarcotics operations; maritime domain

awareness; space; and more.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

7 August 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Leveraging offshore wind to decarbonize

East Asia

This online discussion will focus on offshore wind

technology as a viable decarbonization tool for East

Asian economies.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

8 August 2023 @ 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. (GMT+10),

Australian Institute of International Affairs (AIIA),

Australia

Managing Past, Present and Future

Pandemics

This hybrid event will explore pandemics through the

lens of history, raising the question of what lessons

have been learned and how the new frontiers of

biosecurity might be navigated.
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Learn more about the event at [AIIA].

Recent and Upcoming Book Releases

Andrew Cainey, and Christiane Prang, Xiconomics:

What China's Dual Circulation Strategy Means for

Global Business, Agenda Publishing, 232 pages,

published June 20, 2023. A review is available at [Nikkei

Asia].

Christopher Miller, The War Came To Us: Life and

Death in Ukraine, ‎Bloomsbury Continuum, 400 pages,

published July 18, 2023, reviewed in [Washington

Independent Review of Books].

Eleanor Knott, Kin Majorities: Identity and

Citizenship in Crimea and Moldova, McGill-Queen's

University Press, 384 pages, published September 23,

2022. For a review, see [LSE].

Julia Ebner, Going Mainstream: How extremists are

taking over, Ithaka, 304 pages, published June 22,

2023. Visit [The Telegraph] for a review.

Tobias Rose-Stockwell, Outrage Machine: How Tech

Amplifies Discontent, Disrupts Democracy – And What

We Can Do About It, Legacy Lit, 416 pages, published

July 11, 2023. The book is reviewed in [The New

Statesman]

Ed Conway, Material World: The Six Raw Materials

That Shape Modern Civilization, Knopf, 512 pages, to

be published November 7, 2023. See [Financial Times]

for a review.

Jean M. Twenge, Generations: The Real Differences

Between Gen Z, Millennials, Gen X, Boomers, and

Silents – and What They Mean for America's Future,

Atria Books, 560 pages, published April 25, 2023. The

book is reviewed in [The Washington Post].

Calls

The Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies

at the University of Leiden invites paper proposals

for its international conference “Grotian Law and

Modernity at the Dawn of a New Age”. The deadline

for abstract submission is May 1, 2024. For more

information, see [Leiden University].

The organizers of the conference “The Aesthetics of

Geopower: Imagining Planetary Histories and
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Hegemonies,” to be held on April 4-5, 2024, at the

University of Amsterdam, invite paper proposals. The

deadline for abstract submission is October 15, 2023.

For more details, see [University of Amsterdam].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a National Producer Unit Facilitator to

be based in Diyarbakir, Turkey. Applications are

accepted until August 9, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Project Support Assistant to be based

in Pretoria, South Africa. Applications are accepted

until August 8, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an Admin and Finance Associate to be

based in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Applications are accepted

until August 8, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Transportation Assistant to be based

in Mbabane, Eswatini. Applications are accepted until

August 11, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Procurement and Contract

Management Analyst to be based in Micronesia.

Applications are accepted until August 6, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Policy Officer to be based in Sierra Leone.

Applications are accepted until August 9, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Product

Manager to be based in Germany. Applications are

accepted until August 10, 2023. More information is

provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Associate to be based in Somalia.

Applications are accepted until August 8, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Roster

Monitor to be based in Colombia. Applications are
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accepted until August 9, 2023. More information is

provided as [WFP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an

Associate Senior Coordinator to be based in Peru.

Applications are accepted until August 10, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Nutrition Specialist, to be based in Lahore, Pakistan.

Applications are accepted until August 9, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Social & Behavior Change Officer, to be based in

Kabul, Afghanistan and Herat, Afghanistan.

Applications are accepted until August 9, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Consultant, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until August 2, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Child Protection Specialist, to be based in Mopti,

Mali. Applications are accepted until August 2, 2023.

More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

an Emergency Specialist, to be based in Equatorial

Guinea and Guinea. Applications are accepted until

August 19, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Consultant, to be based in Multiple locations.

Applications are accepted until August 9, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

International Consultant, to be based in Dili, East

Timor. Applications are accepted until August 8, 2023.

More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Drivers Roster, to be based in Accra, Ghana.

Applications are accepted until August 15, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Program Support Specialist, to be based in Haiti.

Applications are accepted until August 15, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Communications Officer, to be based in Geneva,
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Switzerland. Applications are accepted until August 15,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Individual Contractor to be based in Manila,

Philippines. Applications are accepted until August 7,

2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Assistant Public Information to be based in

Bujumbura, Burundi. Applications are accepted until

August 8, 2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Engineer to be based in New York, United States.

Applications are accepted until August 3, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Staff

Assistant to be based in New York, United States.

Applications are accepted until August 8, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Chief

of staff to be based in Al Hudaydah, Yemen.

Applications are accepted until August 7, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Senior Manager, Monitoring, to be based in

Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until August 26,

2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Chief of Party, to be based in Bangladesh. Applications

are accepted until August 26, 2023. More information

is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Director of Finance, to be based in Bangladesh.

Applications are accepted until August 26, 2023. More

information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Deputy Director Finance, to be based in not specified.

Applications are accepted until August 26, 2023. More

information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Victim Services Caseworker, to be based in United

States. Applications are accepted until September 25,

2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Senior Land and Water Officer, to be based in Rome,

Italy). Applications are accepted until August 16, 2023.

More information is provided as [FAO].

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-tuh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-tuk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-tuu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ill/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ilr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ily/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ilj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ilt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ili/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ild/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ilh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjruuul-l-ilk/


The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Technical Adviser, to be based in Maputo,

Mozambique. Applications are accepted until August

16, 2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a National Specialist, to be based in Remote Work.

Applications are accepted until August 9, 2023. More

information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Land and Water Officer, to be based in Rome, Italy.

Applications are accepted until August 16, 2023. More

information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Senior Project Coordinator, to be based in Rome,

Italy. Applications are accepted until August 16, 2023.

More information is provided as [FAO].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

seeks an Intern, to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.

Applications are accepted until August 13, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

seeks a Implementation Support, to be based in Paris,

France. Applications are accepted until August 8, 2023.

More information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

seeks a Science Project Assistant, to be based in Paris,

France. Applications are accepted until August 8, 2023.

More information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

seeks a Senior Africa Advisor, to be based in Paris,

France. Applications are accepted until August 1, 2023.

More information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

seeks a Regional Engagement Coordinator, to be

based in Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are

accepted until August 1, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNEP].

Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a Logistics

Officer, to be based in Warsaw, Poland. Applications

are accepted until not specified. More information is

provided as [NRC].

Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a Site

Management Assistant, to be based in Warsaw,

Poland. Applications are accepted until not specified.

More information is provided as [NRC].
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Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a Driver, to

be based in Jerusalem, Israel and Palestinian Territory.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [NRC].

Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks a

Coordinator, to be based in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [NRC].

Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) seeks an

Education Officer, to be based in Ethiopia. Applications

are accepted until not specified. More information is

provided as [NRC].

International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, to be based

in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until August

8, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Joint Response Plan Officer, to be based in

Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. Applications are accepted

until August 8, 2023. More information is provided as

[IOM].

International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Pension Administrator, to be based in

Philippines. Applications are accepted until August 4,

2023. More information is provided as [IOM]v.

International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Volunteer, to be based in Quatre Bornes,

Mauritius. Applications are accepted until August 13,

2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Trainer, to be based in Mauritius. Applications

are accepted until August 13, 2023. More information

is provided as [IOM].

Bucknell University's Department of Political

Science in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania is inviting

applications for a tenure-track position in American

Politics. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Bucknell University].

Radford University in Virginia, United States is inviting

applications for an Adjunct Faculty position in Political

Science. Application submission deadline is August 9.

For more details, see [Radford University].

Radford University in Virginia, United States is inviting

applications for an Adjunct Faculty position in Forensic

Science. Application submission deadline is August 9.

For more details, see [Radford University].
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The University at Buffalo School of Law in New York,

United States seeks an Associate Professor or

Professor, School of Law. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[University at Buffalo].

The Department of Public Administration and

Policy in the University of Georgia’s School of Public

& International Affairs in Georgia, United States,

seeks an Associate Professor. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[University of Georgia].

Spelman College in Georgia, United States, is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor position.

Application submission deadline is not specified. For

more details, see [Spelman College].

The Department of Political Science at the

University of Maryland in Catonsville, Maryland is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

International Relations position. Application

submission deadline is October 15, 2023. For more

details, see [University of Maryland, Baltimore County].

Earlham College in Indiana, United States, is inviting

applications for the position of Visiting Assistant

Professor of Earth & Environmental Science.

Application submission deadline is September 15,

2023. For more details, see [Earlham College].

The Elizabeth D. Rockwell Center on Ethics and

Leadership at the Hobby School of Affairs in Texas,

United States, is inviting applications for a Visiting

Professor position. Application submission deadline is

not specified. For more details, see [University of

Houston].

Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen in China

is inviting applications for an Open Rank Faculty

position in Global Studies. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen].

Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen in

China, is inviting applications for an Open Rank Faculty

position in Public Policy. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen].

Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen, China,

is inviting applications for an Open Rank Faculty

position in Urban Studies. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen].
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California State University, Sacramento in California,

United States, is inviting applications for a Lecturer

Pool in Political Science. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[California State University, Sacramento].

Chapman University in California, United States, is

inviting applications for a Part-Time Lecturer position

in Peace Studies Department. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[Chapman University].

Wayne State University in Michigan, United States, is

inviting applications for a Director of Oversight

Scholarship. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Wayne State

University].

Eastern Kentucky University in Kentucky, United

States, seeks a Part-Time Political Science Online

Facilitator. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Eastern Kentucky

University].

Anna Maria College in Massachusetts, United States,

is inviting applications for an Adjunct Faculty position.

Application submission deadline is not specified. For

more details, see [Anna Maria College].

Syracuse University College of Law in New York,

United States, is inviting applications for an Associate

Teaching Professor position. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[Syracuse University].

Drew University in New Jersey, United States, seeks

an Adjunct Math Comp Science. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [Drew University].

The Department of Public Administration and

Policy in the University of Georgia’s School of Public

& International Affairs in Georgia, United States, is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor

position. Application submission deadline is open until

filled. For more details, see [University of Georgia].
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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