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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Chad’s, Central

African Republic’s, Ecuador’s, Ivory Coast’s and

Singapore’s Independence this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Shakeup in Chinese nuclear force

leadership

(ga) The People’s Liberation Army Rocket Force

(PLARF), the Chinese military branch in charge of

China’s land-based conventional and nuclear missile

arsenal, saw a significant reshuffle of its senior

leadership last week.

General Li Yuchao, PLARF chief, and his deputy Genreal

Liu Guangbin, replaced by PLA Navy chief Wang

Houbin and CCP central committee member Xu Xishen.

Neither Wang nor Xu has served in the PLARF before, a

first for leaders of the branch. [NBC]

The reshuffle comes amid a substantial review of

senior figures of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) to

eliminate corruption, with 39 officials being

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-r/


investigated since October and the military

investigating both weapons procurement graft and the

security of classified information internally. There were

also reports, prior to their official removal from PLARF

leadership, that Li and Liu were under investigation for

corruption. In addition, the Financial Times reported

that Li and Liu were being investigated for leaking

classified military information. [Washington Post]

[South China Morning Post] [Financial Times]

The proximity of this reshuffle to the replacement of

Foreign Minister Qin Gang and the naming of PLARF

commanders who are outsiders to the organization,

combined with the litany of charges facing Li and Liu,

suggest that the PLARF reshuffle is based both on

ensuring the PLARF’s political loyalty to President Xi

Jinping and on the prevention of graft.

The PLARF is a critical component of China’s military

modernization plans by 2035. In particular, the

strength of the PLARF would be a key determining

factor in China’s contingency planning around regional

conflicts, particularly in securing the Taiwan Strait

against adversarial ships in the event of a conflict over

Taiwan. As a result, the CCP has engaged in a renewed

focus on tackling military corruption to prevent the

atrophy of PLARF readiness, the consequences of

which could be extreme in a conflict scenario.

[Economist] [Foreign Policy]

China: Ministry of State Security mobilizes

population for anti-espionage efforts

(ms) China's Ministry of State Security, in its social

media debut on August 2, is urging its own people to

participate in the country's anti-espionage efforts by

reporting potentially suspicious activities of their fellow

citizens through newly established channels.

The ministry refers to the new anti-espionage law

introduced in early June (see AiR No. 23, June/2023, 1;

AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1), which, on the one hand,

significantly expands the powers of the relevant

security authorities by allowing, among other things,

authorities to conduct counterintelligence

investigations to gain access to data, electronic devices

and information on personal property. Secondly, the

Act significantly expands the scope of activities which

are subject to espionage traps. Citing the Anti-

Espionage Law, the Department's social media debut

states "any citizen or organization that discovers

espionage activities should promptly report them to

the national security authorities."
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On August 3, the Ministry also submitted a set of

guidelines regarding their initiative. On the one hand,

telephone and e-mail addresses through which citizens

can report were shared, and on the other hand, the

Ministry ensured anonymity about the identity of

persons reporting potentially suspicious activities. As

an incentive, it emphasized that individuals who report

espionage activities or make significant contributions

in counter-espionage work should be commended,

rewarded, and protected in accordance with the law.

Regarding the reported individuals or persons who

have been "coerced or deceived" into espionage

activities by foreign actors, the Ministry offers a way

out. If the individuals contact the security authorities

on their own initiative and cooperate with them, the

individuals concerned could be "educated and

rescued" and thus avoid prosecution. [Bloomberg]

[Global Times 1] [Global Times 2] [Hong Kong Free

Press] [Reuters 1]

The US in response expressed concern over the

ministry's move to expand the anti-spy law,

“encouraging citizens to spy on each other.”

[Department of State, US] [Reuters 2]

China: Central bank promises stronger

financial support for real estate sector

(ms) Pan Gongsheng the newly appointed Govenor of

the Peoples Bank of China promised a stronger

financial support of the stricken economic sector,

which led for at least a short-term rise of the

respective shares. The pledge was made after a

meeting with representatives of different companies of

the private sector, among them considerable real

estate companies and Chinese investment banks.

The central bank did not go into particular details in

the statement published on its website. Among other

things, it stated that the central bank would expand a

support instrument for the issuance of bonds by

private companies and meet the reasonable financing

needs of developers in order to promote the healthy

development of the housing market.

These rather general statements were at least enough

for the share prices of companies present at the

meeting, such as Country Garden Holdings, Longfor

Group Holdings, and China Resources Land, to

experience rises of up to more than 8 percent.

However, economists doubt that this is no more than a

short-term increase. They argue that private builders'
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confidence and willingness to borrow, invest or hire

will not be restored until policymakers have

established a more predictable, rules-based and well-

communicated regulatory framework for the sector,

something Pan has again failed to achieve this time

around. [Bloomberg] [CNBC] [The Business Times] [The

People’s Bank of China in Chinese]

China: Relaxation of visa and hukuo

regulations planned

(ms) China's Ministry of Public Security has presented

on August 3 a 26-point catalog of measures, which are

designed to serve to strengthen the weakening

economy. Among other things, relaxations of the visa

issuance and relaxations of the hukuo, the household

registration system are planned.

According to the Ministry, the core of the measures is

to get more skilled Chinese workers into the cities and

foreign businessmen into the country.

Regarding the latter, it is intended to make it

significantly easier for foreigners to obtain a "landing

visa", meaning a visa that is issued upon arrival in

China. This will make it more convenient for foreigners

to travel to China for business trips, which China hopes

will boost its economy.

The other pillar of the measures, the relaxation of the

hukuo, is intended to make it easier for Chinese from

the rural region of the country to obtain an urban

hukuo, thereby gaining the possibility to get a

residence and working permit for the urban parts of

China, which is intended to lead to more competent

workers moving to the cities. The relaxation is also

intended to soften the division and mobility between

rural and urban populations that has persisted for

decades and that has significantly restricted the

freedom of movement of China's rural population.

According to the ministry, the measures are to be

implemented by the end of August. [Global Times]

[South China Morning Post]

China: Internet regulator plans security

checks for information-related companies

(ms) In a draft law issued by the Cyberspace

Administration of China (CAC) on August 3, the Chinese

Internet regulator plans to require companies
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operating in China or handling personal data of

Chinese citizens to undergo regular security audits.

The CAC requires all companies with more than one

million users to undergo an annual audit to verify that

they are complying with the rules for handling

personal data of their users. Companies with fewer

than one million users would be required to conduct

such a review at least every two years.

In addition, the legislation would require companies to

ensure that employees handling the data comply with

personal data protection policies and the cybersecurity

environment of the country or region to which the data

is sent. Furthermore, the reviews will aim to ensure

compliance with the regulation regarding cross border

data transfers implemented in July 2022, which

established additional security checks for certain

companies [see AiR No. 28, July/2022, 2].

The draft law is to seek public feedback by September

2. It is not yet known when the law will be

implemented. [South China Morning Post]

China: Handling of record flood in

northern China sparks unrest

(ms) More than a week of continuous rainfall, that

started at the end of July, caused rivers to burst their

banks and led to record floods that affected several

million people and, according to current information,

killed at least 30 people.

The natural disaster and the resulting damage are less

the cause of the various protests and riots but rather

the fundamental criticism of the provincial

government's handling of the flood and the Xiong'an

region, whose construction is one reason for the

extent of the flooding. 

In particular, the statements of Ni Yuefeng, the

Communist Party boss of Hebei province, the region of

the country most affected by the flooding, were

triggers for great discontent online. He was quoted as

saying that the cities bordering China's capital Beijing

"resolutely play a good role of moat for the capital"

and that the Xiong'an region in Hebei represented "the

top priority of flood control in our province." Following

the statements, anti-government protests and clashes

with security officials erupted in several cities across

the province. [Bloomberg] [李老师不是你老师 via

Twitter in Chinese]
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The Xiong'an New Area is a city south of Beijing that

has been in the planning and development stage since

2014. It is intended to be home to around 8 million

people in the future and to serve to decongest Beijing

and its growing population and to relieve the capital of

all non-capital related tasks.

The reason why the Prestige project is believed to have

exacerbated the extent of the flooding is that a 2017

statement from the planner behind the project

indicated that the city was built on a 200-300 square

kilometer wetland, which had to be dried out or sealed

for construction. Wetlands not only serve as CO2

storage but are capable of holding large masses of

water. By destroying all or parts of the wetland, the

region is deprived of an important ecosystem. This in

combination with the heat waves in the region before

the rains, which dries out the soil and restricts its

ability to absorb water, made the land more prone to

flooding. [BBC] [Reuters] [WeChat in Chinese]

China: New proposed mobile phone

restrictions for children weaken China's

tech giants

(ms) The Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC),

China's Internet regulator, on August 2 proposed a bill

that would significantly restrict children's cell phone

usage. The draft is expected to particularly harm tech

giants like Tencent and Byte Dance, operators and

providers of social media and mobile games.

The draft proposes that children between 16 and 18

may only have access to Internet services for two

hours per day, children between 8 and 15 for one

hour, and children under 8 for only 40 minutes per

day. In addition, anyone under the age of 18 would be

completely prohibited from using the service between

10pm and 6am.

According to the CAC, "apps or platforms that are

deemed suitable to the physical and mental

development of minors" are exempt from the

regulation, but which offers fall under this exemption

is not further defined.

The measure is in line with ongoing efforts by the CAC

to tighten restrictions on Internet use by young people

and to tackle Internet addiction, a problem occurring

especially in the targeted population group.

The country's private tech sector immediately suffered

from the announcement. Tencent's share price already

fell by three percent after the announcement, while
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the shares of other Chinese online providers fell by as

much as seven percent. [Associated Press]

[Bloomberg] [Reuters]

China: Possible start of Beidaihe Summit

(ms) The meeting of President Xi Jinping's chief of staff,

Cai Qi, with key figures from the country's academic

landscape in Beidaihe, a popular beach resort and

district in the city of Qinhuangdao, east of Beijing,

combined with the arrival of other high-ranking party

members on the scene and the absence from public

view of President Xi Jinping, is widely seen as signal for

the start of the Chinese leadership's annual summer

break.

Beidaihe is the place where China’s leadership spend

their summer vacations, but also the place for the so-

called Beidaihe summit, where important strategies for

the coming year are discussed. [Reuters] [South China

Morning Post]

Japan: Deputy minister resigns amid

bribery scandal 

(ed) On August 4, Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)

lawmaker and Deputy Minister Masatoshi Akimoto

resigned after coming under investigation for allegedly

accepting bribes from a wind power company.  

Prosecutors raided the Diet member Masatoshi

Akimoto‘s office after being suspected of accepting

bribes worth tens of millions of yen from Japan Wind

Development Co to raise questions on its behalf in

parliament. The investigation claims that Akimoto

received JPY 30 million (USD 210,000) from the

company in installments from 2021, which he did not

officially declare to authorities.  

On August 5, the LDP accepted Akimoto’s request to

leave the party. On the same day, prosecutors

searched the home of the president of the Japan Wind

Development Co. [Asahi Shimbun 1] 

In parliament, Akimoto had called for the coast of

Aomori Prefecture to be designated as suitable for

wind farm development, while also advocating that

restrictions on power generation facilities should not

be too stringent. He also asked for a review of the

standards used to choose project operators.  
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During that time, Japan Wind Development Co was

bidding to build a wind farm in the Aomori Prefecture

Sea, while Akimoto was an advocate of moving away

from nuclear power and headed a group of LDP

lawmakers who promoted renewable energy. [Asahi

Shimbun 2] [Reuters] 

Japan: Prime Minister apologizes for ID

card mishandling amid polling decline

(ed) Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida extended

his apologies on August 4 for his government’s

mishandling of plans to integrate tax and social

security data into a single ID card. 

The plans for the ID card provoked concern among

members of the public after errors came to light which

linked people’s health insurance information to the

wrong social security account, sending payments to

the wrong people. The Prime Minister apologized for

these concerns at a recent news conference. 

The ID card furor has contributed to a slide in

popularity for the Prime Minister and the government.

According to a Yomiuri Shimbun poll conducted in July,

the Kishida administration’s level of public support fell

to a record low of 35 percent. 

The Prime Minister’s popularity woes have been

exacerbated by the ongoing scandal involving a Liberal

Democratic Party (LDP) lawmaker and deputy minister

accepting bribes from a wind power company.  

Rumors have circulated of a potential cabinet reshuffle

in September, which would allow Kishida to create a

new-faced government and salvage his approval

ratings. [Reuters] [See AiR No.29, July/2023, 3] 

Japan: Increased monitoring of land sales

to non-Japanese citizens

(ed) From September 1, Japan's agriculture ministry will

require individuals to declare their nationality while

applying to buy farmland from municipal agricultural

committees in an effort to increase the monitoring of

land sales to non-Japanese citizens. 

Foreign ownership of land in Japan has attracted

criticism due to a lack of scrutiny over the sale of land

to different nationalities. According to the ministry, the

new changes are intended to provide greater oversight
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of ownership trends rather than to deny sales based

on nationality. 

In 2022, the agricultural ministry found that foreign

individuals and companies own a total of 154 hectares

of farmland in Japan, and 9,500 hectares of forestry.

Forestry is more often bought by foreigners as they are

not required to cultivate forests, unlike farmland. 

New changes slated for the autumn will make it easier

for companies to purchase farmland if the municipal

government submits an application on their behalf.

However, many lawmakers fret about foreigners

buying farmland for investment or non-farming

purposes. [Asahi Shimbun] 

Japan: Authorities planning to release

Fukushima wastewater in late August or

early September

(ed) Japan is eyeing to release the treated radioactive

wastewater from the crippled Fukushima nuclear

power plant into the Pacific Ocean in late August or

early September, in a final attempt to convince critics

of the plan of its safety. 

A definite date will be announced after August 20,

when Prime Minister Fumio Kishida returns from a

trilateral summit between the USA and South Korea

which will be held at Camp David in the USA. Here,

Kishida will likely reaffirm the safety of the plan to

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, who in turn

could allay the concerns of the South Korean public

regarding the water release. Yoon Suk Yeol previously

stated that he respects the outcome of an

International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) report

which confirmed the safety of the water release, asking

for South Korean experts to participate in safety

checks. 

The date of the water release could be delayed until

after dialogue is held with Chinese leaders on the

sidelines of the ASEAN summit and G20 summit held in

India in early September. China has imposed blanket

radiation testing on Japanese seafood in response to

the water release. 

While many of Japan’s neighbors have stridently

opposed the water release, the European Union,

Norway and Iceland lifted import restrictions on

Japanese food products coming from Fukushima-

affected prefectures this week. Switzerland is also

expected to lift restrictions. The decision was made

after EU authorities learned from the IAEA that the
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water release is in line with international safety

standards and will have a negligible impact on humans

or the environment. [Kyodo News 1]  

Prime Minister Kishida also hopes to engage in talks

with the head of Japan’s fisheries federation to show

the government’s commitment to protecting Japanese

fishermen and seafood products, as well as their

international reputation. [Kyodo News 2] 

Mongolia: Ministry will host “Mongolian

Mining Week” in October

(tb) The Ministry of Mining and Heavy Industry, in

partnership with the Mongolian National Mining

Association, is set to host the "Mongolian Mining Week

- 2023" on October 9-13. This event, now in its second

year, is geared towards attracting foreign investment

to the mining sector. 

"Mongolian Mining Week" brings together mining and

heavy industry representatives for diverse activities

like forums, discussions, exhibitions, and face-to-face

meetings. The event's main goal is to promote

sustainable and ethical mining practices in Mongolia by

facilitating knowledge exchange and collaboration. This

year's focus will be on discussing reforms and

investment environments aligned with the "Vision-

2050" Long-term Development Policy and the "New

Revival Policy" of the Government of Mongolia. 

The first "Mongolian Mining Week" was jointly

organized by the Ministry of Mining and Heavy Industry

and Oyu Tolgoi LLC in 2022 to celebrate the historic

100th anniversary of mining industry development in

Mongolia. [Montsame] 

Mongolia: Most of tax issues resolved with

Rio Tinto, prime minister

(tb) Mongolia's Prime Minister informed Reuters that

the country has successfully resolved nearly all its

outstanding tax matters with Rio Tinto regarding the

development of the massive Oyu Tolgoi copper mine. 

The Prime Minister expressed confidence that the

remaining issues would also be resolved. 

For years, the partners have been entangled in a

prolonged dispute over the development of the Gobi

Desert mine, which happens to be Mongolia's most

substantial foreign investment.  
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The mine is anticipated to rank as the world's fourth-

largest copper mine by 2030 due to increasing demand

for the metal, crucial for the ongoing energy transition.

Last year, Rio Tinto acquired a controlling stake in the

mine owner, Turquoise Hill, for USD 3.3 billion, with

the objective of streamlining the mine's development.  

The mine is expected to yield over 500,000 metric

tonnes annually. Presently, Rio Tinto holds a 66

percent stake in the mine, while the Mongolian

government retains the remaining portion. [Reuter]

[Mining Weekly] 

North Korea: Authorities accused of

forcing ordinary citizens to provide food

to construction teams 

(tms) North Korean officials are reportedly compelling

citizens to offer food to party members who are being

mobilized for construction projects in the rural areas of

Yanggang Province.  

Families were initially instructed to provide two

kilograms of rice or 10,000 North Korean Won (KPW) in

cash if they lacked rice in the city of Sinuiju. However,

subsequent meetings held by neighborhood watch

units conveyed that contributions to the construction

teams were now expected on a voluntary basis.  

Tensions escalated when a neighborhood watch leader

confronted families who had not met the two-kilogram

donation, leading to a confrontation.  

In North Hamgyong Province, a similar situation

unfolded, with residents expressing frustration over

being pressured to nominally "volunteer" rice

donations to support party members working on rural

projects in Yanggang Province.  

People are distressed by these requests, especially

given the difficult economic conditions, and some view

the construction efforts as a way for government

officials to gain favor while citizens bear the burden of

providing provisions. [Daily NK] 

North Korea: Authorities conduct

inspection of pricing in state-run grain

shops 

(tms) North Korea is conducting an extensive

investigation of government-operated grain shops,
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aiming to curb instances of price manipulation within

these establishments.  

Multiple sources within the country revealed that the

Eighth Plenary Meeting of the Eighth Central

Committee, held from June 16 to 18, highlighted

concerns about state-run grain shops selling their

products at prices nearly equivalent to market rates. In

early July, prosecutors-initiated inspections of these

shops to uncover instances of corruption. 

Upon discovering indications of corruption, the

implicated shop managers and employees responsible

for accounting and record-keeping are detained on

charges of "corruption and misappropriation of state

assets." These detainees are undergoing intensive

interrogation sessions. 

By mid-July, the investigation had identified corruption

in three grain shops in South Hwanghae Province,

including one in Haeju and two in Songhwa County,

along with several shops in North Hwanghae Province,

including two in Sariwon, one in Koksan County, and

another in Tosan County. 

North Korean regulations stipulate that these shops

should sell grains at approximately 20 percent lower

than market prices.  

A system has been introduced where grain shops must

submit their sales figures and plans twice a month to

the grain department of their respective city or county,

as well as to the provincial grain management bureau.

The grain sales management segment of the Cabinet's

non-permanent economic development committee

then compiles and submits the final report to the

Cabinet. 

As of May, there are a total of 286 state-run grain

shops operating across the country. [Daily NK] 

North Korea: Currency exchange rates fall

amid rising trade expectations

(tms) Despite the easing of lockdowns and increased

trade expectations in North Korea's border areas,

market exchange rates have recently dropped. In

Pyongyang, the US dollar fell by 2.6 percent and in

Sinuiju by 2.4 percent between July 9 and July 23.  

The North Korean won to Chinese yuan rate also saw

declines, with a drop of 12.8 percent in Hyesan and 9.5

percent in Sinuiju over the same period. These
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decreases are attributed to trading agencies facing

approval delays for trade activities.  

After a plenary meeting in June, agencies were

required to include plans for importing machinery and

parts for local factories to gain approval. Larger,

government-affiliated trading companies find approval

easier than regional ones. Some regional firms,

adapting to state policy, managed to amend their plans

for approval. [Daily NK] 

North Korea: Government reportedly

using prisoners to earn foreign currency

(tms) North Korea is reportedly utilizing prisoners for

labor in its contract manufacturing sector to generate

foreign currency. 

About 20-30 percent of North Korea's contract

manufacturing, including products like wigs, fake

eyelashes, clothing, and tablecloths exported to China,

is produced by inmates in prisons, including forced

labor camps and political prisons.  

The Ministry of Social Security's production

department and the Ministry of State Security's farm

management bureau are responsible for overseeing

contract manufacturing activities within prisons. Due

to the essentially "free" nature of prison labor, the

authorities retain 100 percent of the profits, even

though a North Korean company would usually have to

pay workers. 

Wigs and fake eyelashes comprised 65 percent of

North Korea's exports to China in May, totaling USD

23.94 million. If 20 percent of these exports involve

prisoner labor, North Korean authorities could have

earned almost USD 4.79 million in May through this

practice. However, 70 percent of the profits from

forced labor-driven contract manufacturing go to the

state, with agencies like the Ministry of Social Security

and Ministry of State Security managing the

remainder. 

Prisoners engaged in contract manufacturing

reportedly work over 12 hours a day, often exceeding

their quotas and being subjected to overtime if they

don't meet targets.  

The use of forced labor contradicts Article 29 of the

International Labour Organization's charter, but North

Korea, not being a member of the ILO, doesn't adhere

to its regulations and has not responded to criticisms

of its labor practices. [Daily NK] 
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South Korea: Ex-special counsel arrested

over real estate development corruption 

(tms) Former special counsel Park Young-soo was

arrested on corruption allegations related to a high-

profile real estate development scandal.  

The Seoul Central District Court issued an arrest

warrant for Park, who is accused of receiving KRW 800

million (approximately USD 616,475) from private

developers which was allegedly given to him in

exchange for facilitating a deal to develop the Daejang-

dong district in Seongnam, located south of Seoul,

during his tenure as the chair of the Woori Bank board

of directors from 2014 to 2015.  

Out of the total sum, KRW 300 million went to Park

while he was campaigning for the position of chairman

of the Korean Bar Association in 2015. The remainder

of the money was supposedly provided to him in the

same year as a reward for issuing Woori Bank's letter

of intent to extend a loan for the private developers'

company, Hwacheon Daeyu. 

Park is also part of a group known as the "5 billion

club," individuals who allegedly were promised KRW 5

billion each by an asset management firm named

Hwacheon Daeyu. Other members of this group

include former ruling People Power Party lawmaker

Kwak Sang-do and former Prosecutor General Kim

Soo-nam. 

This is the second instance in which prosecutors have

requested an arrest warrant for Park regarding this

corruption case. The previous request had been

denied by the court a month earlier due to potential

disputes over the bribery allegations and the

importance of safeguarding the suspect's right to a

defense. [Yonhap 1] 

Subsequently, prosecutors have introduced new

charges against Park, accusing him of receiving KRW

1.1 billion from Hwacheon Daeyu between 2019 and

2021 through short-term loans provided to his

daughter. This led to another warrant application.

[Yonhap 2] 

South Korea: Lawmaker arrested over

bribery scandal involving Democratic

Party election
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(tms) A legislator was taken into custody over a scandal

involving the exchange of money for votes during the

Democratic Party's (DP) leadership election in 2021.  

The Seoul Central District Court granted an arrest

warrant for Youn Kwan-suk, who is suspected of being

involved in the distribution of cash envelopes

containing KRW 3 million each (USD 2,303) to 20

Democratic Party lawmakers as part of Song Young-

gil's election campaign. Song went on to win the

election and served as the party's chairman until

March 2022. 

However, the court rejected the prosecution's request

for an arrest warrant for lawmaker Lee Sung-man, who

is also under investigation in the same case. Both

lawmakers had left the DP and become independents

in May following the eruption of the scandal. 

In May, the prosecutors initially sought arrest warrants

for these two lawmakers, but their arrests were denied

due to parliamentary rules that prevent the arrest of

lawmakers without the National Assembly's consent

during its sessions. The prosecutors submitted arrest

warrant requests again earlier this week, with Youn's

arrest occurring during the current National Assembly

recess, which is in effect until August 16. 

Youn stated to reporters that he would cooperate with

the court hearing and provide an explanation. Lee, on

the other hand, expressed his disagreement with the

allegations and expressed his intention to present his

case to the judge. [Yonhap] 

South Korea: PPP, government push for

life imprisonment without parole amid

series of stabbing rampages

(tms) The government and the ruling People Power

Party (PPP) announced their intention to advocate for

the introduction of a life imprisonment without parole

sentence following a stabbing spree that resulted in 14

individuals being injured. 

Lawmaker Park Dae-chul, the chief policy maker of the

PPP, conveyed that this resolution was reached during

a policy coordination meeting between the two parties

focused to discuss strategies for enhancing penalties

against violent crimes and acts of terrorism committed

against strangers. 

A day earlier, a man drove a vehicle onto a pedestrian

walkway and carried out a stabbing attack within a

department store located just south of Seoul leaving
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14 people wounded. Two weeks prior to this event, a

33-year-old man fatally stabbed an unknown individual

while subsequently attacking three other men in a

nearby alleyway. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2] 

Currently, under South Korea's criminal law, individuals

sentenced to life imprisonment could be eligible for

parole after serving 20 years in prison. To circumvent

this potential for release, judges frequently impose the

death penalty as the most severe alternative to life

imprisonment. However, the death penalty has been

effectively unused since 1997, signaling a shift away

from its application. 

Recognizing the complexity of legal issues, the

government and PPP plan to engage experts in

discussions and gather public input before embarking

on changes to the nation's criminal law, Representative

Park explained. 

Meanwhile, President Yoon Suk Yeol directed all

available police resources to deal with such crimes.

[Yonhap 3] [Yonhap 4] 

South Korea: Government endeavoring to

better World Scout Jamboree events amid

heatwave crises

(tms) The situation at the 25th World Scout Jamboree

campground is gradually improving due to extensive

support from the South Korean government, public

institutions, and private companies as more than a

hundred people were taken to hospitals during the

opening ceremony with symptoms of heat-related

illness.  

Participants from over 150 countries, mostly

teenagers, experienced issues like mosquito bites and

a lack of essential facilities such as shelters, restrooms,

showers, sanitation, water, food, and medical beds.

[Yonhap 1] 

After initial problems and some participant

withdrawals, substantial aid and relief supplies poured

into the Saemangeum area, the jamboree's location.

The restroom and hygiene conditions have improved

significantly, with an increased number of cleaning

personnel and the installation of air-conditioned

container toilets. 

Around 260 cooling buses were deployed to combat

the heatwave, and about 370 sun shelters were added.

Additionally, temporary water play areas, water

tunnels, and large fans were set up across the
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campsite. The supply of ice water to participants was

increased to 10 bottles per day. [Yonhap 2] 

Food quality has also improved, addressing early

complaints of nutrient deficiencies. Medical facilities

received a boost with the arrival of 60 additional

medical staff, including 30 doctors, and the provision

of mosquito repellents to participants. [Yonhap 3]

[Yonhap 4] 

South Korea: Cabinet reshuffle likely to

postponed, Foreign Minister might retain

position

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol is likely to postpone an

immediate Cabinet reshuffle upon his return from

vacation to focus on managing the heat-affected World

Scout Jamboree.  

Yoon is currently on a week-long break and is

prioritizing the event's response, intending to

strengthen safety measures for participants and

manage potential challenges like Typhoon Khanun's

arrival.  

He will also prepare for a trilateral summit with US

President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida. [Yonhap] 

Meanwhile, the status of Foreign Minister Park Jin's

position is under scrutiny, but due to competition and

Yoon's approval of his performance, Park's

replacement in the shuffle is unlikely. [Korea Times] 

South Korea: Prosecution to investigate

ex-intelligence chiefs of Moon

government over hiring misconduct 

(tms) Two ex-intelligence heads under Moon Jae-in's

administration, Park Jie-won and Suh Hoon, have been

referred to prosecution for investigation over alleged

hiring misconduct.  

They are accused of using their authority to secure

jobs for acquaintances at the Institute for National

Security Strategy linked to the National Intelligence

Service. The intelligence agency uncovered the alleged

wrongdoing during an internal review and requested a

police inquiry earlier this year.  
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Additionally, both individuals faced separate legal

issues, including their indictment for concealing the

death of a fisheries official involving North Korean

soldiers in 2020, and Suh's trial for repatriating North

Korean fishermen against their will in 2019. [Yonhap] 

South Korea: President Yoon's support

rating further increases 

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol's approval rating has

increased for the second consecutive week, reaching

37.5 percent, according to a survey conducted by

Realmeter.  

The positive evaluation of Yoon's performance rose by

0.2 percentage points compared to the previous week,

while the disapproval rating decreased by the same

margin to 59.3 percent. The uptick in positive

assessment was primarily seen among respondents in

their 60s and 40s, as well as those residing in Gwangju,

Busan, and Ulsan.  

However, negative assessment increased among

individuals in their 20s and residents of Seoul and

Daegu. The survey's margin of error stands at around

1.9 percentage points with a confidence level of 95

percent. [Yonhap] 

Taiwan: Military promises to combat

suspected Chinese infiltration

(ed) Taiwan’s military has promised to ramp up its anti-

espionage measures after several active and former

serving officers have come under investigation for

being suspected of spying for China. 

According to reports, a lieutenant colonel based in the

Aviation and Special Forces Command has been

detained for allegedly leaking the country’s defense

secrets to “foreign forces including China”. Four retired

military officers as well as a middleman are also under

investigation. 

At least 21 serving or retired officers with the rank of

captain or above have been found guilty of working to

provide intelligence to China over the past decade,

attracting criticism to the defense ministry’s anti-

espionage measures. In July, a spy network was

exposed among active military personnel who were

attracted to spying for China with the promise of

financial help [see AiR, No.30, July/2023, 4]. 
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The defense ministry stated it had gathered concrete

evidence against the accused spies and promised to

boost counter-espionage education amid China’s

campaign of infiltration against Taiwan, which China

claims as its own territory. [Reuters]  

Taiwan: KMT presidential candidate says

talks with China are not feasible

(ed) During his visit to Japan, Hou You-yi, the

presidential candidate of the opposition Chinese

Nationalist Party (Kuomintang, KMT), stated that

participation in China’s proposed “democratic

negotiations” is “not feasible”. 

Hou suggested that Taiwan and China should reduce

tensions before any bilateral negotiations take place,

adding that if elected, his priority would be to avoid

war and pursue peace, while maintaining Taiwan’s

sovereignty and democracy.  

He advocated for maintaining the status quo pursued

under former KMT president Ma Ying-jeou, which

involved “no unification, no independence and no use

of military force”, in comparison to the current

situation of high cross-strait tensions. 

Hou’s remark came after the Chinese Communist Party

has called upon members of Taiwan’s so-called pan-

blue faction, which includes the KMT, to engage in

“democratic negotiations”, as pan-blue politicians are

seen as the more China-friendly members of Taiwan’s

political landscape.  

However, Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Council has stated

that these discussions are intended to undermine

Taiwan’s sovereignty and assert China’s version of the

1992 consensus, in which Taiwan is a province of

China. 

Hou also stated that China’s frequent military

incursions into the area surrounding Taiwan is a result

of a lack of contact between the two sides, which has

led to an erosion of mutual trust. 

Hou has been performing poorly in the polls for the

presidential elections scheduled for January 2024.

Current polls place both the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party candidate, Lai Ching-te, as well as the

new Taiwan People’s Party candidate, Ko Wen-je,

ahead of him [see AiR No.25, June/2023, 3]. 

While in Japan, Hou met with high level lawmakers,

including Vice President of the Liberal Democratic
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Party Taro Aso. He also dined with the chairman of the

Japan-Republic of China Diet Members’ Consultative

Council. [Taipei Times] 

Taiwan: China funding cultural projects in

Taiwan to promote pro-Beijing narratives

(ed) A Taiwanese cultural conservational group has

accused China of funding placemaking projects in

Taiwan as part of a campaign to extend Chinese

political influence into the Taiwanese cultural sector. 

The Am Kehnn Cultural Workshop drew attention to a

competition held by the Fujian Provincial government

in China, which awarded funds to placemaking projects

in almost every region in Taiwan. These projects

allegedly involved poaching local Taiwanese talent,

buying the support of local organizations, and

spreading pro-Beijing narratives. 

The cultural group criticized the Chinese funded

projects as inherently political, drawing attention to

the competition’s rules that included a veiled reference

banning references to Taiwanese localism and

stipulations that required the project to be promoted

by local media.  

A lawmaker of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP) criticized such novel Chinese tactics of spreading

propaganda through local project funding. He

cautioned against the possibility of a Chinese

infiltration of the Taiwanese cultural sector as leading

to increased Chinese influence over ordinary

Taiwanese people. [Taipei Times] 
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Bangladesh: Court sentences exiled

opposition leader to nine years in jail on

corruption charges

(lm) A Bangladesh court has sentenced the eldest son

of two-time Prime Minister and the leader of the

country’s main opposition party Khaleda Zia to nine

years in prison after finding him guilty in a corruption

case filed by the Anti-Corruption Commission in 2007.

[The Globe and Mail]

The sentence was delivered in absentia to Tarique

Rahman, who has been living in self-imposed exile

since he left Bangladesh in 2008. The judge also fined

Rahman more than USD 273,000. If unpaid, he will be

subject to an additional three months in jail.

Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, the secretary general of

Zia’s BNP party, rejected the verdict, saying it was

politically motivated to keep Rahman from politics.

Bangladesh: Government to replace

Digital Security Act with new law by

September

(tms/lm) Bangladesh will replace the Digital Security

Act (DSA), which critics say is being used to curb

dissent, with a new law, the so-called Cyber Security

Act, to prevent the misuse and exploitation of the

existing law. Law Minister Anisul Huq said on August 7

that the Cabinet gave initial approval to the draft, and

the transformation is expected to be completed by

September of this year. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily

Star 2]

According to the minister, the proposed new law will

be a “modernised” version of DSA and will not have

provisions which had the scope to be “misused”. He

said the new law will include “monetary penalties”

instead of “imprisonments” for journalists in

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-hr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-hy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-hj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-hj/


defamation cases, and suspects would receive bail.

[Committee to Protect Journalists] [Voice of America]

Bangladesh: Thousands protest after

dozens of Quran burned

(lm) Police in Bangladesh fired rubber bullets and tear

gas to disperse thousands of people who took to the

streets overnight from August 6 to August 7 as they

tried to attack the two men accused of burning dozens

of Qurans. The two men were arrested in the

northeastern city of Sylhet – one of the most

conservative parts of Bangladesh – and said they

burned the holy books as they were “very old and

some had printing mistakes”. [The Straits Times] [The

Independent]

The incident comes at a time when the Muslim-

majority South Asian nation has opposed public

desecrations of the Quran in Sweden and Denmark.

Both Nordic countries have seen several high-profile

incidents where the Quran was burned or otherwise

damaged in recent weeks. Notably, the governments of

the two countries have condemned the desecrations

but upheld their laws regarding freedom of speech and

assembly. [AiR No. 31, August/2023, 1]

Bangladesh: Prime Minister directs Awami

League leaders support all candidates for

upcoming national polls

(tms) Bangladesh ruling part Awami League (AL)

President Sheikh Hasina called upon party leaders at

all levels to support the nominees selected by the

party for the upcoming national election. She

emphasized that regardless of the quality or abilities of

the nominated candidates, it is essential for all party

members to back them.

Around 5,000 AL leaders attended the special

extended meeting at Gono Bhaban (the official

residence of the Prime Minister) and pledged their

commitment to this directive. 

During the meeting, numerous districts, upazila, and

thana-level leaders spoke, expressing their concerns

about their relationship with elected lawmakers. Some

leaders advocated for nominating individuals who are

popular in their constituencies. Hasina encouraged

party members to stay vigilant against possible

subversive activities by BNP-Jamaat and urged them to
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actively engage with voters to promote the AL

government's achievements in the last 14 and a half

years. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

The meeting saw the participation of AL central

working committee and advisory council members,

MPs, district committee presidents and general

secretaries, leaders of municipal and upazila units,

metropolitan city officials, district and upazila parishad

chairpersons, mayors, and leaders of AL associate

organizations. These meetings are a customary

practice for the AL in the lead-up to general elections.

[The Daily Star 3] [The Daily Star 4]

Bangladesh: Former state minister

excluded from local Awami League

committee

(tms) Dr. Murad Hasan, a former state minister for

information and broadcasting, was not included in the

new committee of Sarishabari Upazila Awami League

in Jamalpur. The District Awami League approved the

71-member committee for Sarishabari Upazila Awami

League after an 11-month period.

Sarishabari Upazila, located near Jamalpur district

sadar, is considered a strong Awami League

stronghold. The committee was originally established

on October 26, 2014, with Md Sanwar Hossain Badsha

as president and Harun-or-Rashid as the general

secretary. In the tri-annual conference held on

September 25 last year at Sarishabari Honours College

ground, Md Sanwar Hossain Badsha was re-elected as

president and Harun-or-Rashid retained the position of

general secretary.

Murad had resigned as state minister for information

and broadcasting in December 2021 following

derogatory remarks about women, prompted by a

request from the prime minister. Additionally,

Jamalpur Awami League removed Murad Hassan from

his role as health and population affairs secretary of

the party's district unit. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Newly elected lawmakers

sworn in

(tms) Newly elected Members of Parliament (MPs),

Sajjadul Hasan from Netrokona-4 constituency and

Mohiuddin Bacchu from Chattogram-10 constituency,

were sworn in at the National Parliament House. The
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oath was administered by Speaker of the House Shirin

Sharmin Chaudhury, with KM Abdus Salam, Senior

Secretary of Parliament Secretariat, overseeing the

ceremony. After taking the oath, the newly elected MPs

followed the customary practice of signing the oath

book. [UNB]

Bangladesh: Prime Minister Hasina directs

Smart Bangladesh Task Force to build

skilled, tech-savvy manpower

(tms) Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has directed the

Smart Bangladesh Task Force to focus on nurturing

skilled and technologically proficient workforce, aiming

to transform the nation into a Smart Bangladesh by

2041.

During the inaugural meeting of the Smart Bangladesh

Task Force at the Prime Minister's Office in Dhaka, she

stressed the importance of cultivating skilled

individuals and formulating strategies to promote

widespread technological adoption. The Prime Minister

highlighted the significance of capable manpower

development considering the growing role of digital

tools in people's lives.

She urged for proactive steps in preparation for the

Smart Bangladesh goal and outlined the significance of

gradual decision-making.

Sheikh Hasina also conveyed her intent to elevate

people's quality of life through innovation, serving as a

cornerstone of Smart Bangladesh's development

strategy.

Bangladesh: Government intends to

establish ‘independent’ insurance

company for public employees

(tms) The government of Bangladesh is considering

establishing an "independent" insurance company

under the Bangladesh Karmachari Kallyan Board

(BKKB) to offer insurance coverage for government

employees. A letter has been sent to various officials to

gather opinions on this proposal by August 17.

Presently, there are already two state-run insurance

companies, Jiban Bima Corporation for life insurance

and Sadharan Bima Corporation for non-life insurance,

serving the entire population. Critics argue that

creating a new insurance company specifically for
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government employees might not be justified, given

the existence of these established options.

The BKKB meeting on February 15 endorsed the

concept of the company and approved the

engagement of insurance experts as consultants. [The

Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government issues alert

following cyber-attack threats from

hacker groups

(tms) Bangladesh Government's Computer Incident

Response Team (BGD e-GOV CIRT) issued an official

statement alerting that the nation is facing an

imminent cyber threat on August 15, the National

Mourning Day of Bangladesh to commemorate the

tragic assassination of the country's inaugural

president, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The statement, signed by CIRT Project Director Engr.

Mohammad Saiful Alam Khan, was prompted by a

warning issued by underground hacker groups who

declared their intention to launch a series of cyber-

attacks on Bangladesh's digital space on the specified

date. Identifying as 'hacktivist' organizations, they have

a track record of targeting entities in Bangladesh and

neighboring Pakistan, as highlighted in the CIRT's press

statement.

Their methods include Distributed Denial-of-Service

(DDoS) attacks, altering website appearances, and

using malicious PHP shells as secret entrances to

introduce malicious software. Government bodies,

military institutions, law enforcement agencies, banks,

pharmaceutical companies, retail and industrial

sectors, energy companies, and educational

institutions have been identified as their primary

targets.

The BGD e-Gov CIRT reported that on August 1, a

hacker group took credit for a cyber-attack on

Bangladesh's Payment Gateway and various law

enforcement and banking organizations. Similarly, a

DDoS attack on July 3 briefly disrupted a Bangladeshi

transportation service by rendering their website

inaccessible for an hour. Further, on June 27, a hacker

collective defaced a government college's website and

provided archived web data as proof. Similarly, on June

24, the website of a healthcare organization was

altered, and the hackers shared web data as evidence

of their actions. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]
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The CIRT's release highlighted a June 20 attack, where

hackers claimed to have infiltrated a state-owned

investment company, accessing data from over

100,000 investors and applicants. CIRT recommended

to include constant network and user activity

monitoring, use of Web Application Firewalls to weed

out malicious requests, incorporation of load balancer

solutions to distribute server load during attacks, and

secure configuration of critical services like DNS and

NTP.

Organizations are also advised to maintain regular

backups of website content and databases, enforce

HTTPS with SSL/TLS encryption, and ensure that web

server software is updated with the latest security

patches. [The Daily Star 3]

Bangladesh: Facebook officials commit to

aiding Election Commission in upcoming

polls

(tms) Facebook officials have committed to aiding the

Election Commission (EC) of Bangladesh in thwarting

the dissemination of false information and

propaganda on their social media platform. During the

discussion, the primary focus was on strategies to

counteract hate speech, divisive content, and other

violations on the platform. Facebook pledged to delete

and remove content that promotes these types of

harmful discourse. [UNB]

Bangladesh: Export-GDP shows lowest

figures among LDCs

(tms) Among the 46 least developed countries (LDCs),

Bangladesh has consistently shown one of the lowest

ratios of goods and commercial services exports in

relation to its gross domestic product (GDP). In 2022,

this ratio was 12.5%, marking a decrease of 2.3

percentage points over a 12-year period, as reported in

the World Trade Statistical Review 2023.

The proportion of commercial services exports in GDP

experienced a slight rise from 0.9% to 1.2%, while the

portion of goods exports dropped from 13.9% to

11.3%. This places Bangladesh at the 30th rank among

LDCs, with countries like Djibouti, Cambodia, and

Mozambique having much higher ratios.

The lack of export diversification and limited markets

are cited as reasons for this low ratio. Experts
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emphasize the need for increased competitiveness and

expansion beyond the dominant garment sector,

particularly in areas like IT, to address these challenges

and boost the export-GDP ratio. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Prime Minister Hasina urges

private sector to promote sports and

culture

(tms) Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina encouraged

increased involvement of the private sector in

supporting sports and cultural activities alongside

government efforts during an event commemorating

the 74th birth anniversary of Sheikh Kamal, a valiant

freedom fighter and son of Bangladesh's founding

leader.

She mentioned the establishment of mini stadiums

across the country to encourage youth engagement in

sports. Reflecting on Sheikh Kamal's contributions to

sports and culture, she highlighted his involvement in

various sports and cultural endeavors. She expressed

hope that the private sector would support local

talents, ultimately elevating Bangladesh's reputation.

The Prime Minister distributed the "Bangabandhu

Sports Scholarship" and presented the Sheikh Kamal

National Sports Council Award to sports personalities

and organizations for their outstanding contributions

at the event. [UNB]

Bhutan: Exile political party urges King

Namgyal for national reconciliation and

repatriation of refugees

(na ) The Bhutan Peoples' Party (BPP), a democratic

socialist political party currently working in exile in

Nepal, has urged Bhutanese King Jigme Khesar

Namgyal to adopt a policy of national reconciliation

and repatriation to bring back Bhutanese refugees

currently residing in Nepal.

In a letter sent to the Bhutanese King on July 30, the

party pleaded for the release of over 200 political

prisoners who are currently detained in various

prisons for their involvement in human rights and

democracy movements. The aim is to create an

enabling environment for their return and for

Bhutanese refugees to go back home from the refugee

camps in Nepal. The BPP also requested the Nepalese

government's support in facilitating the repatriation

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-ul/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-ur/


process and renewing identity cards for the refugees.

[My Republica]

Founded in 1990, the BPP represents Nepalese-origin

citizens facing discrimination and underrepresentation

in Bhutan's institutions. The party was declared illegal

and banned from the country after it was involved in

the organization of mass protest rallies in the south of

the country in September and October 1990.

Nepali-speaking Bhutanese nationals were forced to

flee the neighboring Himalayan kingdom after an

ethnic cleansing campaign in the 1990s. The displaced

were later sent to refugee camps in Nepal as the two

countries held several repatriation talks. When

negotiations failed to yield any result, refugees began

settling in other countries, including the US and

Europe, under a United Nations-backed deal. [AiR No.

25, June/2023, 3]

Bhutan: Election Commission to establish

an independent committee for political

parties' manifesto review

(na) The Election Commission of Bhutan (ECB) plans to

form an independent committee to review political

parties' manifestos, as per the Rules on Elections

Conduct in the Kingdom of Bhutan, 2022. Parties are

currently in the process of preparing their manifestos

based on leadership, membership, and past

performance for the upcoming election. [Kuensel

Online]

As per the rules, the commission will have full

discretion in approving the manifestos with or without

modifications and the committee members' identities

will not be disclosed by the commission. Also, political

parties cannot release manifestos or make pledges

without the commission's approval and must disclose

means of financing for any promises.

India: Prime Minister Modi to face no-

confidence vote over silence on ethnic

violence in Manipur state

(lf/km) The lower house of India’s Parliament on August

8 started debating a no-confidence motion brought

against Prime Minister Narendra Modi by the

opposition Congress party over the premier’s silence

on what has come close to a civil war engulfing the

country’s northeastern state of Manipur. Modi himself
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is expected to respond to the motion in parliament on

August 10. [Associated Press]

With a clear majority in parliament for his Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP), Modi is well-expected to survive the

motion [see AiR No. 31, August/2023, 1]. But the vote is

less about unseating the premier minister, but instead

forcing him to address parliament on ethnic clashes in

the BJP-ruled Manipur state, where more than 130

people have been killed and 60,000 displaced since

violence broke out in early May.

Modi had not commented in public about the violence

until recently, when videos showing two women being

paraded naked and molested by a mob in Manipur

sparked national outrage. The prime minister

condemned the mass assault as "shameful" and

promised tough action against the perpetrators. [AiR

No. 30, July/2023, 4]

Whilst not commenting on the motion itself, Modi

issued a veiled attack on the newly founded INDIA

opposition bloc on August 6, noting there was a

“faction of opposition” committed to “following the old

ways” and accusing them of playing “negative politics”.

[Times of India]

India: Opposition leader Gandhi returns to

parliament after Supreme Court suspends

defamation conviction

(lf/lm) The leader of India’s main opposition Congress

party (INC), Rahul Gandhi, returned to Parliament on

August 7 after the Supreme Court suspended his

conviction for defamation over 2019 comments

deemed insulting to Prime Minister Narendra Modi

and others with the same name. [France24] [Reuters]

On August 4, the top court stayed Gandhi’s defamation

conviction, which was handed down in March in a case

brought by a legislator from the ruling Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) [see AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4]. The

Supreme Court stayed the conviction, which means it

is temporarily halted while the court goes into Gandhi’s

appeal in detail before issuing a final ruling. [CNN]

The Supreme Court noted that whilst Gandhi’s

comments were “not in good taste”, the ruling would

negatively impact the voters who had elected Gandhi

to represent them, interfering in the political process

of the nation. The court also said that the trial judge

had failed to justify imposing the maximum sentence

of two years. [Associated Press]
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India: Supreme Court begins hearing

petitions challenging government’s

removal of Kashmir’s special status

(lf/lm) India’s Supreme Court on August 2 begun

hearing a series of petitions challenging the

constitutionality of the legislation passed by the central

government in 2019 that stripped the Muslim-majority

region of Kashmir of its statehood and special

autonomous status hitherto granted under Article 370

of the constitution.

2019's constitutional changes divided the Kashmir

region into two union territories, Ladakh and Jammu-

Kashmir, both ruled directly by the central government

without a legislature of their own. Administrative

measures introduced after the abrogation of the

special status and statehood have allowed non-locals

to settle and vote in the region, raising fears of

attempts to engineer demographic change.

The key question at the heart of the hearing is if the

removal of Article 370, which did not come about

through a referendum but instead through

parliamentary activity, stripped the citizens of the

region of their right to self-determination, which has

been the subject of a multitude of UN resolutions and

was the crucial point of the constitutional provision

from its commencement.

Last week, the Supreme Court began hearing petitions

against the unprecedented move filed over the past

four years. Notably, the five-judge constitutional bench

is simultaneously hearing a series of petitions

challenging the special status granted to the region

under Article 370 after its accession with newly

independent India in 1947. Such petitions were filed

before the 2019 changes. [Al Jazeera] [The Indian

Express] [Associated Press] [Arab News]

India: Violence in Manipur continues;

Supreme Court to monitor investigations

into sexual violence

(lf/lm) Violence has continued in India’s northeastern

state of Manipur, as killings, riots and arsons were

undertaken throughout the first week of August.

The state has been engulfed in ethnic clashes between

the Meitei and Kuki peoples since May of this year, and

gained international attention when a video showing
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the sexual assault of two Kuki women by a mob in the

state went viral over social media. The violence centres

on the insistence of the Meitei community that they be

given the Scheduled Tribe Status that the Kuki have

been granted, which ensures “positive discrimination”

towards selected communities through quotas,

reserved placings and a degree of autonomy. [AiR, No.

30, July/2023, 4]

Five people within the state – three Meitei and two

Kuki – were killed on August 5. The three Meitei victims

were males who had been hacked to death in their

homes. Meanwhile, the two Kuki victims were village

guards who had been shot during armed conflict with

rivalling Meitei paramilitary forces. The violence has

spilled over into the neighbouring districts of

Bishnupur and Churachandpur, where ethnic clashes

and violence has continued. [The Hindu]

Further to the killings, arson was rampant across

Manipur’s Imphal West district, with a reported 15

homes having been torched. Violent crowds were

dispersed by security forced using tear gas, with one

man having been shot in his thigh. [India Express 1]

Little breakthrough has been made in mediating talks

between the Meitei and Kuki communities in Manipur.

Although the Ministry of Home Affairs has been

holding discussions with each party, major obstacles to

ending the tension between both peoples remain in

place. The repeated calls from some Kuki leaders to be

given their own state demonstrates the vastly different

viewpoints maintained by the community and

government, who are prioritising normalising the area

and bringing about stability before any further talks on

status and determination are undertaken. [The

Sentinel]

Meanwhile, India’s Supreme Court said on August 7

that it will appoint a retired senior police official to

oversee all complaints of violence against women

committed in Manipur since May to be probed by the

federal Central Bureau of Investigation. The court has

also created a committee of three retired female

judges from different high courts to look into the

humanitarian issues emerging from the violence. [Al

Jazeera] [NDTV]

India: Border infrastructure strengthened

to address challenges along LAC, foreign

minister says

(lm) India’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has

emphasised the crucial role that infrastructure
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development plays in bolstering the country’s security

along the Line of Actual Control, a notional

demarcation line that separates Indian-controlled

territory from Chinese-controlled territory. Speaking to

a select group of reporters, the Indian top diplomat

highlighted the evolution of India's strategic approach

since 2014, the year Prime Minister Modi assumed

office, pointing to an increase of 400 percent in the

budget for infrastructure development in border areas.

[WION]

India, Lesotho hold fifth round of bilateral

meetings in Maseru

(lf) On August 2, the fifth meeting of the joint bilateral

Commission for Cooperation between India and

Lesotho was held in in the latter’s capital of Maseru. A

comprehensive review of the bilateral relationship

shared by both nations was undertaken, who both

pledged to review the status of current ‘Memorandums

of Understanding’ which are still being negotiated and

to expedite their implementation.

Areas for further collaboration were identified in the

health, agriculture, infrastructure and trade sectors.

India also extended an invitation to Lesotho to join the

International Solar Alliance and the Coalition for

Disaster Resilient Infrastructure, two international

groups aimed at increasing the usage of solar panels in

the global south and creating more stable

infrastructure to withstand natural disasters,

respectively. 

India’s delegation was led by the joint secretary of the

Ministry of External Affairs Puneet Kundal, whilst

Deputy Principal Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs and International Relations Thabang Polycarp

Lekhela represented Lesotho. Both men co-chaired the

meeting. A sixth round of talks was agreed to be held

in New Delhi at a convenient date for both countries. 

The relationship between Lesotho and India is still in

its early stages of negotiation. India has increased its

presence in Africa in recent years, including an

intimate collaborative partnership with South Africa,

which land locks Lesotho. Both nations agreed to

continue cooperating in international institutions,

including the UN, to pursue their shared goals on the

global stage. [The Print] [Indian Ministry of External

Affairs]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-bt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-bi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-bd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-bd/


Maldives: Supreme Court decision bars

jailed ex-President Yameen from running

in presidential election

(na/lm) On August 6, the Supreme Court of the

Maldives issued a ruling barring jailed former

President Abdulla Yameen from contesting the

upcoming presidential election. [Reuters] [The

Diplomat]

Yameen, the leader of the main opposition Progressive

Party of Maldives (PPM), governed the Indian Ocean

archipelago from 2013 to 2018, until being defeated by

the current President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih. He was

sentenced to 11 years in prison on money laundering

and bribery charges in December 2022. However, the

PPM last week challenged the Election Commission

(EC)'s block on Yameen's candidacy, arguing the polls

agency had misinterpreted the constitutional

prerequisites for presidential candidates.

Against this backdrop, Yameen challenged the EC's

decision in the Supreme Court, but the judgment

upheld the EC's stance. The court stated that Yameen's

conviction and failure to pay the USD 5 million fine,

part of his sentence, rendered him ineligible for

presidential candidacy, defining it as a failure to pay a

proven debt.

In response to the ruling, Yameen proposed that his

party abstain from the election, but the PPM and its

coalition partner Progressive National Congress (PNC)

Senate resisted this decision. After discussions,

Yameen eventually aligned with the Senate's stance.

Concurrently, in anticipation of Yameen's

disqualification from the presidential election, PPM

coalition partner PNC elected Muizzu as an alternative

presidential candidate under the PNC's banner. The

Deputy President of PPM announced that Muizzu and

his running mate, Latheef, received endorsements

from both PPM and PNC. [Avas 1]

Muizzu formally submitted his candidacy application to

the Election Commission's President on August 7. [Avas

2]

Nepal: Constitutional council proposes

Supreme Court's senior-most judge as the

new chief justice

(na/lm) The Constitutional Council, a six-member body

that recommends office-bearer candidates for
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constitutional bodies, has nominated Bishowambhar

Prasad Shrestha, the senior most judge at the

Supreme Court, as the new chief justice. The

recommendation was made during a meeting chaired

by Prime Minister Dahal on August 3, two days before

Shrestha’s predecessor took a mandatory retirement

due to age. [My Republica]

Notably, the Council’s meeting on August 1 had failed

to make nomination after the chairman of the

country’s main opposition party, KP Sharma Oli,

demanded candidates for other constitutional bodies

be selected along with the chief justice. The position of

auditor general, an election commissioner, a member

each at the National Natural Resources and Fiscal

Commission and Muslim Commission are lying vacant.

[The Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Government denies forming high-

level committee for gold smuggling probe;

main opposition party stalls proceedings

in Parliament’s upper house

(na) The Nepalese government has declined to

establish a high-level committee to investigate the case

of gold smuggling, arguing that doing so might hinder

the ongoing investigation progress. This decision

comes amidst demands from the main opposition

party, the Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist-

Leninist (CPN-UML), for the formation of such a

commission to conduct further inquiries into the

matter.

The smuggling operation occurred on July 18, involving

100 kilograms of gold valued at approximately USD 8.5

million. The illicit gold was confiscated during customs

clearance at Tribhuvan International Airport, having

been smuggled from Hong Kong. Authorities have

arrested 18 individuals suspected of being involved in

the case so far. [AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4]

Earlier, the CPN-UML disrupted proceedings in

Parliament’s lower house, demanding a parliamentary

probe committee to investigate gold smuggling [see

AiR No. 31, August/2023, 1]. Their continued

disruptions aim to pressure the government, leading

to recent disruptions in the upper house. [My

Republica 1]

Despite disruptions in parliamentary proceedings by

the opposition party, the government remains firm in

its stance, urging everyone to trust the capabilities of

the Department of Revenue Investigation (DRI) and its
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investigative process. The government believes that

the department's proactive approach led to the

successful seizure of the smuggled gold and, therefore,

should be allowed to continue its work without further

interference. [My Republica 2]

Nepal: Reinstated chief minister assumes

office once again in Koshi province

(na) On August 2, Uddhav Thapa, a local leader of the

Nepali Congress Party, was reappointed as the Chief

Minister of Koshi province after previously being

removed from the position. [The Himalayan Times]

Earlier, on July 6, Thapa was appointed as the new

chief minister based on his claim of having majority

support in the Koshi provincial assembly, with an

endorsement from the house speaker. However, the

main opposition party, the Communist Party of Nepal-

Unified Marxist-Leninist (CPN-UML), challenged the

government's formation by filing a writ petition with

the Supreme Court, arguing that it was

unconstitutional. [AiR No. 28, July/2023, 2]

In response to the writ on July 27, the Supreme Court

of Nepal invalidated Thapa's appointment citing that

the involvement of the province assembly speaker in

the government's formation was against the

constitution. Also, the court issued a seven-day

mandate to establish a new government with the

participation of two or more parties in the province or

to follow the constitutional process. [AiR No. 31,

August/2023, 1]

Following that, Gautam resigned as the speaker

allowing the alliance of Nepali Congress and CPN

(Maoist Centre) to form a majority government in Koshi

province. Consequently, Thapa was reappointed as

Chief Minister after obtaining 47 votes in favor in the

93-member state assembly, with 46 votes against. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Nepal: Parliamentary hearing committee

approves six ambassadorial nominees

(na) Nepal’s Parliamentary Hearing Committee (PHC)

has unanimously approved all six ambassadorial

nominees proposed by the government.

In mid-July, a Cabinet meeting recommended six joint

secretaries of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for various

missions abroad. This decision led to five complaints
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being filed with the PHC, citing a violation of the

principle of inclusiveness. [The Kathmandu Post]

In response to public complaints, the PHC summoned

Foreign Minister NP Saud before the hearing to discuss

the issue. Minister Saud defended the appointments,

stating they are inclusive when considering all

ambassadorial positions, although some stakeholders

remain doubtful.

During the hearings, the nominees expressed their

commitment to strengthening bilateral ties and serving

Nepal's interests in their respective countries. The

proposed ambassadors are career diplomats with

significant experience in foreign services. [My

Republica]

Nepal: Government, cooperative victims

sign seven-point Agreement

(na) The government and cooperative victims have

signed a seven-point Memorandum of Understanding

(MoU) to address the ongoing sit-in protest by

depositors in cooperative organizations at Maitighar

Mandala.

Protests have erupted by the depositors as the

cooperatives have failed to return their deposits and

interest and have frozen assets. Government reports

indicate that about 500 cooperatives are facing

financial crises due to the ongoing economic recession,

resulting in the inability to return money to depositors.

The victims have been seeking government

intervention for months to recover their savings.

Against this backdrop, the MoU outlines essential steps

to tackle the situation. It includes establishing a savings

and credit security fund to protect the deposited

amounts of cooperative members. Additionally, it calls

for the immediate setup of a credit information center

and credit settlement tribunal to improve credit

settlement processes for cooperative organizations. It

also initiates the necessary groundwork for legal

reforms. [The Annapurna Express]

The Ministry of Land, Cooperative, and Poverty

Alleviation will work with the Office of Problematic

Cooperatives Management Committee to develop a

clear action plan for the return of depositors' money.

Pakistan: Ex-Premier Khan sentenced to

three years in jail in Toshakhana case; PTI
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files plea in apex court

(mha/lm) Pakistan’s ex-Premier Imhran Khan was taken

into custody on August 5 after he was handed a three-

year jail sentence over charges of incorrectly declaring

money earned from selling gifts he received from

foreign dignitaries while in office. The ruling

disqualifies Khan from taking part in politics for five

years, effectively ruling him out of running in the

general elections expected for November. [BBC]

[France24]

Under the rules governing Toshakhana — a Persian

word meaning "treasure house" — government

officials can keep gifts if they have a low worth, while

they must pay a dramatically reduced fee to the

government for extravagant items. The Toshakhana

has been under a microscope ever since the

emergence of the allegations that Khan purchased gifts

he received as prime minister during his tenure (2018-

2022) at throwaway rates and sold them off in the

open market for profits.

In October 2022, the Election Commission declared

Khan guilty of corrupt practices and filed a complaint in

an Islamabad court. Last week, the trial court

summoned Khan in his personal capacity for a hearing

in the case after the high court rejected his plea

challenging the maintainability order. Later on August

5, Khan was sent to Attock jail, a small facility in Punjab

province with historical ties to the military. [Deutsche

Welle]

It was against this backdrop that Khan’s party, the

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), said it is concernced

about the safety and security of the former premier in

prison, where “his life his under threat”. Khan’s legal

team, meanwhile, said it is seeking access to him to

receive his authorization to initiate legal proceedings

challenging the imprisonment. [Al Jazeera]

On August 7, then, the PTI filed a petition with the

Supreme Court seeking Khan’s retrial in the

Toshakhana case. [The Hindu]

Pakistan: Parliament's lower house to be

dissolved on August 9, but new census

may delay general elections

(mha) In a significant political development, Pakistan’s

Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif announced that

parliament’s lower house will be dissolved on August 9,

three days before the completion of the five-year
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parliamentary term. The premier made the

announcement during a dinner hosted for the

members of his ruling coalition on August 3, during

which Shehbaz reportedly sought to discuss the

arrangements for the caretaker prime minister and the

caretaker setup. [The News] [Al Jazeera 1] [Bloomberg]

The dissolution of the lower house, the National

Assembly, sets the stage for general elections later this

year. As per the constitution, elections will take place

within 60 days if the house is dissolved upon the

completion of its five-year term – which is August 12.

However, if the dissolution takes place even a day

earlier, that period is extended to 90 days.

Thus, if the assembly is dissolved on August 9, as

announced by Prime Minister Sharif, the elections will

be held in November under the supervision of a

caretaker government, as mandated by the

constitution. The names of the caretaker prime

minister and other top functionaries are likely to be

announced over the weekend.

Crucially, the general election will be based on the first-

ever nationwide digital census carried out in March,

Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar said on August 5, an

announcement that fueled opposition fears that the

polls could be pushed back by several months [see AiR

No. 31, August/2023, 1]. In fact, the minister said that

elections will require new delimitations of the

constituencies based on the new census figures, which

he said would take about four extra months. [Al

Jazeera 2] [Reuters]

Pakistan: Bill apparently aimed at halting

criticism of intelligence figures to become

law

(kr/lm) The lower house of Pakistan’s parliament on

August 1 passed a bill that seeks to amend the

colonial-era Secret Act, with critics saying the

amendment will grant “draconian” powers to the

country’s premier intelligence agencies to detain and

arrest citizens with impunity.

The amendment gives the Inter-Services Intelligence

(ISI) and Intelligence Bureau (IB) agencies the authority

to, "at any moment," enter and search any person or

place, without warrant, and if necessary, by use of

force," for anyone suspected of violating the Official

Secrets Act, such as by disclosing the identity of an

agency official. It further defines an "enemy" as "any

person directly or indirectly working for or engaged

with a foreign power, foreign agent, non-state actor,
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organization [or] group guilty of a particular act

tending to show a purpose that is prejudicial to the

safety and interest of Pakistan" (intentionally or

unintentionally).

Notably, the amendment was quietly added in a

parliamentary session and passed without providing

copies to lawmakers, creating concern among

parliamentarians on both sides of the aisle. It is now

before a standing committee before it is presented to

the Senate to formally become law or be rejected.

Crucially, the legislation was introduced to Parliament

just days after the bicameral legislature passed

another bill to amend the Pakistan Army Act,

recommending up to five years in prison for both

currently serving and retired officers found guilty of

taking part in politics or disclosing sensitive

information. [Associated Press] [The Guardian]

Pakistan: Navy launches fourth MILGEM

Corvette

(kr) Pakistan’s Navy on August 2 launched the fourth

Babur-class corvette, a subgroup of the Turkish

MILGEM national warship program. The ceremony at

the Karachi Shipyard was attended by Turkish Vice

President Cevdet Yilmaz and Pakistan’s Prime Minister

Shebaz Sharif. [Naval News]

Pakistan’s Ministry of Defense Production and M/s

ASFAT, a Turkish firm, inked a deal in 2018 to build four

ships of the Babur class for Pakistan. Two of the heavy

corvettes are being built at the Istanbul Naval

Shipyard, and the other two are being built in Karachi

at KS&EW.

Pakistan: At least nine killed in two

separate bombings

(kr/lm) Seven individuals were killed when a roadside

bomb struck a vehicle carrying a local politician and his

friends in a town in Pakistan’s Balochistan province on

August 7. The bombing happened hours after a suicide

bomber detonated his explosives-packed vehicle

prematurely, killing a married couple in an adjacent

car, in North Waziristan, a district in the Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province of northwest Pakistan. [Al

Jazeera] [La Prensa Latina]

Although it is unknown who sent the car bomber to the

region, the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, or TTP, an
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outlawed Pakistani Taliban group that has increased

attacks on security personnel since last year, is likely to

come under scrutiny.

Sri Lanka: All party leaders requested to

put forward their position, proposals on

13th Amendment

(lf) All political party leaders in Sri Lanka were

requested on August 4 to put forward their thoughts,

positions, concerns and suggestions regarding the

implementation of the proposed 13th Amendment for

devolving a number of central powers to the island-

nations provinces by August 15. The Amendment,

which has gained renewed attention in recent weeks

due to the requests of Tamil leaders that it be

implemented in full, is a divisive matter amongst

political party, some of whom advocate for its

complete adoption whilst others desire for parts of it

to be scraped and other, mostly Sinhalese nationalist

parties, advocate against the change entirely.

The amendment would turn Sri Lanka from a mostly

centralized government into a more federal nation, by

devolving core responsibilities to the 9 provincial

councils of the country. The goal of this change, which

was originally put forward in 1987 as part of the Indo-

Lankan Treaty attempting to end the Sri Lankan Civil

War, is to satisfy the desires of ethnic groups to live by

the customs and principles of their culture within their

lands. 

The request to the political parties comes as President

Ranil Wickremesinghe plans to make a speech in

Parliament next week to outline his plan on

reconciliation and the eventual implementation of the

amendment. Early concerns have been raised by some

Sinhalese parties that the implementation of the 13th

amendment would lead to the cessation of the

majority Tamil North and East provinces of the island,

potentially leading to renewed violence or the split of

the country. But the president hopes that in collecting

the concerns of the nation’s political parties, he might

be more thoroughly prepared to address the concerns

of the nation in implementing the change to avoid any

more tension between ethnicities. [Daily Mirror]

[CNBC]

Sri Lanka: Tourism earns the nation USD

800 million in first seven months of 2023 
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(lf) In spite of economic challenges that have plagued

Sri Lanka since its dramatic fiscal crisis of 2022, the

tourism industry of the island-nation has remained a

bright spot. The island-nation has welcomed over

700,000 tourists in the first seven months of 2023,

netting over USD 800 million for Sri Lanka. The surge in

tourism marks a 205 percent increase from this time in

2022, during which the industry was still recovering

from the immediate impacts of the Covid-19

pandemic. 

The majority of tourists were noted to be from major

European nations such as the UK, France and Russia.

State Minister of Tourism Diana Gamage credited he

prevalence of direct flights to the island, as well as the

pro-tourist policies of President Ranil Wickremesinghe

as the primary reasons for the rise in visitors

throughout the year so far. The recovery of the tourism

industry has been identified as an essential part of

replenishing Sri Lanka’s foreign currency reserves.

[CNBC]
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Cambodia: Hun Manet appointed new

prime minister

(dql) Hun Manet, oldest son of Hun Sen, was officially

appointed on August 7 as new Cambodian prime

minister by King Norodom Sihamoni.  

If confirmed by the parliament on August 22, the

former head of Ministry of Defense’s National Counter-

Terrorism Special Forces, former the Deputy

Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Cambodian Armed
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Forces and the former Commander of the Royal

Cambodian Army will become the 33rd prime minister,

succeeding his father who has held this post for nearly

40 years.  

The parliament’s confirmation is expected to be pure

formality given that 120 of 125 seats in the National

Assembly are controlled by Hun Sen's Cambodian

People's Party (see article below). [BBC] 

Cambodia: Results of general election

released

(dql) According to a list of elected candidates in the July

23 general election released by the National Election

Commission (NEC) the Cambodian People's Party (CPP)

of Prime Minister Hun Sen secured a landslide victory,

winning nearly 6,400.000 votes from a total of 8.2

million ballots cast (78 percent of the votes) which

translates into 120 of the 125 seats of the National

Assembly.  

The royalist National United Front for an Independent,

Neutral, Peaceful and Cooperative Cambodia

(FUNCINPEC) secured the remaining five seats. The

other 16 political parties garnered no seats.  

The election has been dismissed by critics as a farce

after the only credible contender, the Candlelight

Party, was disqualified from the poll in May, for

reasons widely seen as far-fetched and politically

motivated [see AiR No. 31, August/2023, 1, AiR No. 22,

May/2023, 5].    

Hun Sen’s oldest son Hun Manet was elected as MP

which paves the way for his election as Prime Minister

and the transition of power from father to son (see

article above). Hun Sen announced this move - first

flagged in 2021 - shortly after the election [see AiR No.

31, August/2023, 1]. [National Election Commission,

Cambodia, in Khmer] [BBC] [South China Morning

Post] 

Cambodia: Cabinet reshuffle 

(dql) Prime Minister Hun Sen announced on August 3 a

cabinet reshuffle, with the Minister of Public Works

and Transport Sun Chanthol and National Police Chief

General Neth Savoeun to become deputy prime

ministers in the upcoming 7th cabinet to be led by his

son Hun Manet (see article above). 
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While the replacements of Chanthol and Gen Savoeun

were not disclosed, the move appears as part of a

generational shift as the ruling Cambodian People’s

Party (CPP) has revealed that some 90 percent of

Cabinet Ministers are expected to be replaced in a new

Cabinet, mostly with younger people aged around 40.

[Khmer Times 1] 

Meanwhile, two government officials have been

appointed as advisor to Hun Sen, namely Suon Serey

Ratha, Secretary of State of the Ministry of Rural

Development, and Yim Sinan, since August 4 Secretary

of State, Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training. 

Both had been vocal critics of Hun Sen before joining

the government. Serey Ratha, the former founder of

the Khmer Power Party, was sentenced in 2017 to five

years in prison after he was found guilty of inciting

military personnel disobedience and demoralizing the

army through Facebook posts that called of the Royal

Cambodian Armed Forces to resist orders from their

leaders. He was appointed Secretary of State of the

Ministry of Rural Development in July.  

Yim Sinan was arrested in March for criticizing Hun Sen

in a social media post alluding to the Prime Minister as

the country’s “real king” [see AiR No. 13, March/2023, 4]

and appointed Undersecretary of State at the Ministry

of Labor and Vocational Training in April [see AiR No.

17, April/2023, 4]. [Khmer Times 2] 

For his own part, Hun Sen confirmed that he will stay

as the President of the ruling Cambodian People’s

Party (CPP), adding that also the four Vice Presidents

will retain their posts. This indicates that Hun Sen will

remain influential in Cambodian politics. [Khmer Times

3] 

Cambodia: Government urged to lift order

blocking new sites

(dql) Human Rights Watch (HRW) has called on the

Cambodian Telecommunications Regulator, an entity

under the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications, to

withdraw its July 12 directive to internet service

providers (ISPs) to block the domains of three media

outlets including The Cambodia Daily, Radio Free Asia

(RFA), and Kamnotra.  

Against the backdrop of the impeding power transition

to Hun Manet, HRW accuses Hun Sen of “attacking and

preemptively censoring any potential criticism before

his son, Hun Manet, takes over as prime minister.”

[Human Rights Watch]  
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Indonesia: Task force formed to monitor

political campaigns in 2024 general

elections

(dql) The Ministry of Communication and

Informatics and the General Elections Supervisory

Agency (Bawaslu) announced that a task force has

been established to monitor political campaigns on

social media and to prevent the spread of unlawful

content on social media ahead of the next general

elections scheduled for February 14, 2024. [Antara] 

Indonesia: Controversial head of Islamic

boarding school arrested

(dql) Panji Gumilang, a Mulsim preacher and the

head of an Islamic boarding school, was arrested on

August 2 on vaious charges including blasphemy and

hate speech after his school provoked protests for

allowing women to preach and pray beside men. 

According to the charges Panji could be sentenced to

five years in prison for blasphemy, six for spreading

hate speech and ten years for spreading fake news and

intentionally causing chaos in public. [The Jakarta Post] 

Meanwhile, coordinating Minister for Political, Legal,

and Security Affairs Mahfud MD has called on the

National Police to speed up its probe into allegations of

money laundering by Panji. [Antara] 

Last month the Financial Transaction Reports and

Analysis Center (PPTAK) froze 256 bank accounts linked

to Panji. Around 33 bank accounts were under the

name of the boarding school, while the rest were tied

directly to Panji [see AiR No. 28, July/2023, 2] 

Indonesia: Counter corruption to press for

new charges against Supreme Court

acquitted of corruption

(dql) The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) has

announced to charge Supreme Court Justice Gazalba

Saleh with money laundering.  

The move comes after a court in Bandung acquitted

Saleh of corruption charges on August 1, He is accused

of taking bribes in his handling of a civil case.
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Prosecutors demanded a sentence of 11 years in

prison.  

While pressing for the new charges, the KPK will also

challenge the acquittal before the Supreme Court.

[Jakarta Globe] 

Indonesia: TitTok to apply for payment

license

(dql) Short video application TikTok has reportedly

disclosed its intention to apply for a payments license

in Indonesia to expand its customer base in South Asia.

Talks with Indonesian regulators have already

commenced.  

The move came after CEO Shou Zi Chew announced

investments in Indonesia and the South Asian region in

the next few years.  

TikTok has 125 million users per month in Indonesia. E-

commerce transactions were worth USD 52 billion in

2022, with 5 percent of that total occurring on the

short video app. 

If granted an official payments license, the company

would profit from transaction charges, and be able to

compete directly with e-commerce giants in the South

Asian market like Shopee and Lazada. [R

Lao PDR: UXO explosion claims two lives 

(ws) The death of two children who lost their lives while

playing with an unidentified explosive has drawn

attention to the issue of explosive weapons that did

not explode when they were employed and still pose a

risk of detonation. 

The incident occurred in a rice field where a group of

five children were engaged in their playful activities.

Details surrounding the event remain unclear, leaving

authorities grappling with unanswered questions

regarding the explosive's origin and its connection to

potential wartime remnants. 

Despite regular efforts by authorities to conduct risk

education and awareness programs, accidents

involving unexploded ordnance (UXO) continue to

occur annually.  

Laos is known as the most severely UXO-affected

country per capita, which can be traced back to the
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intense bombing during the Indochina war from 1964

to 1973. The substantial number of unexploded

devices still embedded in the ground perpetuates

physical harm and disrupts people's livelihoods, acting

as a barrier to agricultural land use and impeding the

broader socio-economic progress of the nation.

[Vientiane Times] 

Lao PDR: Delayed compensation lingers

for residents affected by Laos-China

railway construction

(ws) Nearly two years have passed since the

completion of the Laos-China Railway project, yet a

group of residents in Vientiane Capital continues to

anticipate compensation for relinquishing 308 plots of

land during its construction. 

The head of the Vientiane Capital Planning and

Investment Department Bouavone Souklaseng

revealed that out of the 1,738 land plots acquired for

the railway project, compensation has been disbursed

for 1,430 plots, leaving 308 plots still pending. An

assurance has been given that by the end of the

current year, all impacted residents will receive full

reimbursement to address the disruption caused by

the railway to their lives and livelihoods. 

The delay in compensation remains unaddressed by

the Vientiane Capital Planning and Investment

Department, which did not offer any specific

explanation for the delay. However, the department

has committed to working closely with relevant

authorities to reach the resolution of this matter. 

In 2022, a significant number of families – 1,018 out of

6,855 families – found themselves awaiting

compensation in total of more than LAK 200 billion

(approximately USD 11 million). These families have

been seeking compensation for the railway's

construction across four provinces: Vientiane, Luang

Prabang, Oudomxay, Luang Namtha, and the capital

city of Vientiane. [Vientiane Times] 

Malaysia: Run-up to state polls marked by

police reports and threats of legal action

(ccf) The lead-up to Malaysia’s six state elections have

been filled with various police reports and threats of

legal action. Three such cases have emerged in the

past week, namely; Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s
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injunction order against Kedah caretaker Muhammad

Sanusi Md Nor, a police report against Perikatan

Nasional (PN) chairman Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin, and

Perikatan Nasional’s (PN) candidate Khairul Anuar

Ramli’s defamation suit.  

Anwar Ibrahim obtained an interim injunction against

Sanusi to prevent him from making or publishing

statements that portray Anwar in a defamatory

manner on social media, websites, or other platforms.

Anwar filed the lawsuit against Sanusi over remarks

made during an election campaign in Negeri Sembilan

last year, claiming that Sanusi implied Anwar had

obtained a royal pardon through fraud and engaged in

unethical behavior. Sanusi, in his defense, stated he

was critiquing rather than slandering Anwar. The

injunction order has been served, with a warning that

non-compliance could lead to legal action. [Malaysia

Now] [The Straits Times] 

Democratic Action Party (DAP) member-of-parliament

(MP) Syerleena Abdul Rashid called upon the police to

investigate Perikatan Nasional (PN) chairman Tan Sri

Muhyiddin Yassin for inciting sensitive religious and

race-related issues. She alleged that Muhyiddin

claimed that he was pressured by DAP not to appeal a

court ruling that allowed the use of the word “Allah” by

a Sarawakian Christian. He also alleged that Pakatan

Harapan (PH) chairman Anwar Ibrahim became prime

minister to prevent the government from appealing

the court decision, thus allowing non-Muslims to use

the term. [Malay Mail] 

Separately, Khairul Anuar Ramli, Perikatan Nasional’s

(PN) candidate for Lunas in Kedah, plans to take legal

action against individuals and publications for

defamation after a viral video showed him shoving a

man. Khairul intends to sue them for RM10 million,

stating that the video was filmed three years ago and

that he had been cleared of charges related to the

incident. He also claims that that the video was edited

to portray him negatively and not the full context of

the altercation. [Yahoo! News] 

Malaysia: Hate speech monitoring team

warns of polarizing online sentiments 

(ccf) With six state polls less than a week away,

politicians from both the unity government coalition,

Pakatan Harapan (PH) and Barisan Nasional (BN), and

opposition Perikatan Nasional (PN) have stoked racial

and religious sentiments. The Centre for Independent

Journalism (CIJ) has particularly identified former prime
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minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad as a prominent

advocate of divisive racial statements. 

Current unity government leaders have repeatedly

emphasized the “Green Wave” phenomenon,

suggesting that there is a growing trend of Islamization

in Malaysia. This is aimed at warning ethnic minorities

about potential changes in the country's cultural and

religious landscape. On the other hand, the PN

opposition has heavily focused its campaign on Malay

and Islamic values, aiming to caution voters against the

possibility of minorities gaining control of the nation.

(Channel News Asia) 

The CIJ's hate speech monitoring project has flagged Dr

Mahathir driving divisive sentiments on race online. His

assertion that Malaysia is a Malay country rather than

a multiracial country has generated polarizing user

comments. These microaggressions, fueled by

stereotypes and misinformation, risk perpetuating an

“us” versus “them” narrative that marginalizes and

oppresses minority groups.  

The monitoring project warned that Malaysia is

treading on dangerous ground due to the lack of

explicit counter-messaging from political leaders or the

public. For example, Malaysian non-Malays have also

expressed on social media that such divisive narratives

challenge their sense of belonging and contribute to

polarization. [New Straits Times] 

Malaysia: Kedah caretaker Sanusi

disparages politicization of rare earth

elements case

(ccf) Kedah state's interim chief minister and popular

opposition politician in Parti Islam SeMalaysia (PAS),

Muhammad Sanusi Md Nor, has characterized recent

criticisms as politically motivated efforts to tarnish his

reputation. Sanusi addressed the matter of rare earth

elements (REE) on social media platform TikTok and

emphasized that it had been adequately dealt with.

[New Straits Times 1] 

Sanusi asserted that Pakatan Harapan (PH) politician

and Home Minister Saifuddin Nasution Ismail was

selectively emphasizing certain aspects to undermine

his credibility as Kedah’s chief minister. Saifuddin had

previously asserted that Sanusi was fined RM500,000

for the REE theft. However, the Kedah Land and Mines

Office clarified that the penalty was issued to other

individuals involved in the case, not specifically

targeting Sanusi. [Malay Mail] 
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Sanusi also tackled accusations involving Chinese

national So Loi Fat, who was linked to the theft case.

Sanusi clarified that So, the proprietor of Prospek

Suria, had planned collaborative REE exploration but

the alleged theft had occurred outside the designated

land area. [New Straits Times 2] 

The accusations over the REE case occur at a politically

sensitive time as Kedah is one of the six states holding

elections on August 12. The unity government has

repeatedly asserted that opposition-held Kedah is a

swing state in the upcoming elections. [The Straits

Times] 

Malaysia: Over 600 Bersatu members in

Terengganu leave for UMNO

(ccf) Over 600 members of the Bersatu party in the

Rantau Abang state constituency in Terengganu state

have announced their departure from the party to join

United Malays National Organization (UMNO). This

decision was attributed to dissatisfaction with the local

Bersatu leadership, which they believe neglected their

well-being and failed to fulfill promises.  

The majority of the departing Bersatu members hail

from the Balai Besar and Taman Permint Indah polling

districts. Former Balai Besar Bersatu branch chief

Jalaluddin Mohd Zin indicated that more members

from Dungun will likely follow suit too. [New Straits

Times]  

In a latest development, Bersatu supreme council

member Muhammad Faiz Na’aman has left the party,

arguing that the candidates nominated for the state

elections are aligned with a “cartel” within the party. 

He further accused the party of going astray from its

objectives and of continuing to ignore grassroot voices,

pointing in this regard especially to the selection of its

candidates for the six state elections. [The Star] 

Myanmar: Military regime forces top

government ministers including chief

Justice to retire

(ha) On August 2, the military junta forced ten top

ministers to retire, citing health reasons. Among them

are the chief justice, the Myanmar anti-corruption

commission chairman, the Myanmar national human

rights commission chairman. The ministers for
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religious affairs, energy, electricity and labor as well as

two Members of the junta’s governing body, the State

Administration Council (SAC), were also removed from

their positions.  

Following the extension of emergency rule that began

on August 1, military leader Min Aung Hlaing also

reconstituted his 18-member SAC in which all generals

kept the same positions in the new body. [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta convoy attacked in

Northern Shan State

(ha) On August 2, the Ta’ang National Army (TNLA)

ambushed a military junta convoy in Northern Shan

State, killing two military junta soldiers. The convoy

consisted of more than ten military vehicles carrying

more than 100 soldiers of the military junta army on

the main road near the China-Myanmar border in

Northern Shan State.  

According to the local residents, military vehicles were

burnt and destroyed during the attack. [The

Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: The junta’s amnesty for

political prisoners is just a political ploy

(ha) On August 1, 7749 prisoners were released in a

general amnesty granted by the junta.  

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners

(AAPP) dismissed the move as a political ploy aimed to

reduce international pressure, arguing that those who

have been released represent only a small part of

those who were persecuted after the coup while many

political prisoners are still in prison.  

According to AAPP, more than 24,000 people have

been arrested and more than 19,000 people sentenced

to prison since the coup. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: More than 30 political

prisoners locked down in special units 

(wn) A group of over 30 political prisoners incarcerated

in Tharayawati Prison were recently placed on

lockdown for protesting in honor of the Martyrs' Day
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on July 19, observed to commemorate General Aung

San and seven other leaders of the pre-independence

interim government, and one bodyguard who were all

assassinated on that day in 1947. 

Reports suggest that some individuals were subjected

to physical violence and are currently receiving medical

attention for their injuries. Those who have been

released from prison and are advocating for the rights

of political prisoners are investigating the situation.

[VOA Burmese] 

Myanmar: Military council

orders expatriate workers to transfer 25

percent of their salary from the bank

(wn) According to reports, the military council is

requiring that 25 percent of the wages earned by

Burmese workers living abroad be transferred through

a bank in order to obtain foreign currency. It has been

planned by the Military Council since 2022 to transfer a

portion of expatriate workers' salaries from the bank.

Based on the overseas employment supervision

meeting held on July 31, the remittance amount will be

set at 25 percent. 

According to reports, employment agencies are

considering adding a clause to work contracts that

requires a certain amount of money to be transferred

through a bank when sending workers overseas. Based

on the latest military council plan, individuals earning

USD 100 per month must transfer USD 25 from their

bank account, while the remaining amount can be

used for personal expenses. 

According to a report released by the Ministry of Labor

under the Military Council in September of last year,

expatriate workers sent back over 6 billion US dollars

in remittances from 2014 to mid-2022. [Myanmar

Now] 

Myanmar: Undocumented Burmese

workers arrested in Thailand

(wn) On August 2, 14 Burmese people who entered

Thailand without official identification were arrested in

Hachan Township, Surat Thani Province. While

travelling from Prachuap Khiri Khan province to

Songkhla province on the Thai-Malaysian border, they

were apprehended.  
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The car without a license plate was stopped and

checked by security forces. While the driver was being

arrested and interrogated, he claimed that he had

been paid THB 30,000 to transport the 14 Burmese

individuals to southern Thailand. [VOA Burmese] 

Philippines: National police implements

resignation of 18 police officials

implicated in illegal drug trade

(ccf) The Philippine National Police (PNP) has

implemented the courtesy resignations of 18 senior

police officials, including three generals and 15

colonels, who were allegedly involved in illegal drugs.  

Due to controversies surrounding alleged “ninja cops”

involved in recycling confiscated illegal drugs, over 950

third-level officers submitted courtesy resignations,

including the PNP chief. President Marcos Jr. accepted

18 resignations; lawmakers have since praised his

action as clear resolve against the country’s war on

drugs. [Inquirer.net] 

PNP chief Benjamin Acorda Jr. affirmed the police's

commitment to intensifying the war against illegal

drugs and emphasized the need for internal cleansing

to remove erring officers from the organization.

Acorda also expressed hope that these courtesy

resignations would be the last for the police

organization and urged all personnel to continue

working professionally and aggressively in law

enforcement operations. [Sun Star] [Manila Bulletin] 

Philippines: Representative and 12 others

designated as “terrorists” over lethal gun

violence 

(ccf) The Anti-Terrorism Council (ATC) has declared

Negros Oriental Rep. Arnolfo Teves Jr. and 12 others as

terrorists, accusing them of involvement in the

assassination of Negros Oriental Gov. Roel Degamo

and other killings. The council designates Teves as the

leader and mastermind of a “Teves terrorist group”

responsible for politically motivated slayings in Negros

Oriental. 

The resolution also identifies Teves' brother as a

terrorist for allegedly providing material support to his

brother's alleged terrorist group. The ATC's decision is

based on evidence linking Teves and the others to

numerous killings and harassments in the Negros
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Oriental province. However, no warrant has been for

Teves’ arrest yet. [Philstar.com] 

Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla explained that

designating Teves as a terrorist will aid in his

apprehension, as UN member states would be obliged

to surrender him under the “duty of rendition”. The

designation also empowers the Anti-Money

Laundering Council to freeze assets under the Anti-

Terrorism Act (ATA). [Inquirer.net] 

In response to the terrorist designation, Teves’ camp

intends to file a request for delisting with the ATC or

even escalating the matter to the Philippines’ supreme

court. Teves also maintains the allegations against him

are baseless and accuses the administration of

“political persecution”. Teves’ whereabouts are

currently unknown, and he refuses to return to the

Philippines due to fear for his life. [CNN Philippines]

[Inquirer.net] 

Philippines: Representative seeks creation

of single agency to organize country’s

prison system

(ccf) Bicol Saro Rep. Brian Raymund Yamsuan has

suggested the establishment of a new government

agency at the Cabinet level called the Department of

Corrections. The purpose of this proposal is to address

the long-standing problems of overcrowding, abuse,

and corruption in the penal facilities of the

Philippines.  

The existing fragmented management systems for

corrections, jails, and probation have contributed to

high rates of overcrowding, insufficient resources, and

corruption. A case was brought to attention wherein

an individual deprived of liberty (PDLs) served extra

years due to incomplete paperwork, while another was

still considered "at large" despite being in detention. 

Yamsuan seeks to implement reforms that will

enhance the living conditions and rehabilitation

programs for PDLs through this new department. The

focus of the proposed agency would be to protect the

rights of PDLs from the time of their detention until

their reintegration into society. [Inquirer.net] 

Philippines defense chief orders upgrades

at EDCA military bases
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(ccf) Top Philippine defense officials have called to

accelerate the construction of upgrades at nine

military bases that will grant United States (US) troops

access, citing regional tensions with China. The bases

are part of the defense pact between the Philippines

and the US, the Enhanced Defense Cooperation

Agreement (EDCA). 

The nine EDCA sites shall play a vital role in bolstering

the country's operational tempo, particularly in

disaster-prone areas. While the US could utilize these

sites for logistical support, most assets positioned

there would be focused on Philippine territorial

defense and security. [Manila Times] 

The call for swift upgrades comes amid heightened

tensions between the US and China, particularly

concerning Taiwan, and territorial disputes in the

South China Sea between the Philippines and China.

The Philippine government has been closely

monitoring the situation in Taiwan, where a significant

Filipino population resides and works, given the

potential impact of a Chinese invasion on their safety.

[Radio Free News] 

Singapore: Three candidates submit

eligibility papers for presidential election

(lm) Three candidates, who had previously thrown

their hat into the ring in Singapore’s presidential race,

have submitted their application for a certificate of

eligibility to the city state’s election commission. The

election is due by September 13, the day that

President Halimah Yacob’s six-year term ends. 

Ng Kok Song, the former investment chief of

Singapore’s sovereign wealth fund GIC, submitted the

forms on August 2 to be considered eligible via the

public sector deliberative track. Notably, Ng has put

down former Cabinet Minister George Yeo as one of

his three character references. Two days later, on

August 4, entrepreneur George Goh submitted his

forms. [Today Online] [The Straits Times]

Senior statesman and economist Tharman

Shanmugaratnam had submitted his application for a

certificate of edibility to contest the presidential

election on July 31. Formerly Singapore’s Senior

Minister and Coordinating Minister for Social Policies,

Shanmugaratnam stepped down from his minister

position and resigned from the ruling People’s Action

Party in July after two decades in public service [see AiR

No. 28, July/2023, 2]. [The Straits Times]
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Earlier this month, former presidential candidate Tan

Kin Lian said he had submitted his application for a

certificate of eligibility for the upcoming presidential

election but has not decided if he will contest. [AiR No.

31, August/2023, 1]

Singapore: Bill passed to allow digital

signing of legal documents, oath-taking

via video link

(lm) Singapore’s Parliament on August 2 passed two

bills to allow legal documents to be signed and oaths

to be taken electronically, which are often required for

legal purposes in real estate, financial transactions and

immigration applications. The bills update the city

state’s Constitution, the Oaths and Declarations Act

and the Notaries Public Act and constitute the latest in

a series of efforts to advance digitalization in the legal

sector. Previous developments allowed court hearings

to be heard online, and electronic application forms for

the lasting power of attorney. [The Straits Times]

Singapore: Third person hanged for drug

offences in little over a week

(lm) Singapore on August 3 executed a man who was

convicted of trafficking 54 grams of heroin. The ethnic

Malay became the 16th prisoner put to death since the

city state’s government resumed executions in March

2022 after a two-year pause during the COVID-19

pandemic.  

Last week’s execution – the fifth hanging this year –

comes less than a week after Singapore executed the

first woman in nearly 20 years for drug trafficking

despite condemnation from rights groups. A man had

been hanged two days earlier for trafficking heroin,

prompting an outcry from the United Nations and

human rights organizations. [AiR No. 31, August/2023,

1] [Al Jazeera] [The Guardian]

Thailand: Pheu Thai, Bhumjaithai parties

announce bid to form government

(ws/lm) Thailand's Pheu Thai Party (PTP), which one the

second-largest share of votes in the country’s May

election, announced on August 7 that it was forming an

alliance with the Bhumjaithai Party and was open to

other parties joining in to form a government.
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According to PTP leader Chonlanan Srikaew, the two

parties have agreed to push for the revision of the

military-drafted Constitution through the

establishment of an elected charter drafting

committee. [Voice of America] [Al Jazeera]

Crucially, Bhumjaithai leader Anutin Charnvirakul said

his party partnered with the PTP on three conditions,

including dropping plans to reform the country’s

contentions royal defamation law and not forming a

minority government. Anutin also said his party would

remain in the Pheu Thai-led alliance as long as the

progressive Move Forward Party (MFP) was not

included. 

Until last week, the PTP was part of an eight-party

alliance led by the MFP, which had secured the most

votes in May’s national elections but failed twice to find

enough support in Parliament’s upper house to get

party leader leader Pita Limjaroenrat voted in as prime

minister. [ AiR No. 31, August/2023, 1] 

Against this backdrop, the PTP stepped up last week to

try to form a government, announcing its withdrawal

from the coalition and declaring its intention to

nominate their own candidate for prime minister,

Srettha Thavisin. [Bangkok Post 1] [ThaiPBSWorld] 

In response, the MFP secretary-general Chaithawat

Tulathon stated that Pheu Thai never asked them to

backtrack their position on amending Section 112

during their meeting before the announcement of the

withdrawal. Additionally, he apologized to their

supporters for the coalition's inability to form a

government and vowed to continue their efforts for

change, even as an opposition party. [Bangkok Post 2] 

Together, the PTP and Bhumjaithai control 212 seats in

Parliament’s lower house, and thus, will need to attract

at least 38 more lawmakers to reach a simple majority.

The two parties have not yet revealed the identities of

the other political parties that they are hoping to coax

into the coalition, but they could well include the

Democrat Party, which holds 25 seats, or smaller

parties that hold just a handful. 

In fact, the United Thai Nation secretary-general,

Akanat Promphan, stated that his party is willing to

hold talks with Pheu Thai if they reaffirm their

commitment to leaving the royal defamation law

unchanged. Similarly, the acting leader of the

Democrat Party, Jurin Laksanawisit, expressed the

possibility of discussing government formation with

the PTP. [Bangkok Post 3] 
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The next challenge is whether this new coalition can

surmount the 376-seat threshold necessary to have

the PTP’s prime ministerial candidate confirmed when

a joint meeting of Parliament convenes at some point

after August 18. [see article in this edition] This will

require support either from MFP lawmakers, some of

whom have indicated they will vote for the PTP

candidate in order to prevent a more conservative

government from taking office, and/or from the

military-appointed Senate. [The Diplomat]

Thailand: Supreme Court bans former

Palang Pracharat MP from politics over

proxy voting allegations

(nk) Thailand’s Supreme Court has banned a former

lawmaker from the Palang Pracharath Party for life

from running in elections over allegations of proxy

voting during a parliamentary session in 2019. The

apex court ruled that Thanikan Pornpongsaroj had

violated parliamentary rules by giving her electronic

voting card to another MP who voted on her behalf

while she was absent from the session. [Prachatai] 

In August last year, the Supreme Court’s Criminal

Division for Holders of Political

Positions sentenced Thanikan to one year in prison

and ordered her to pay a 200,000-baht fine for

malfeasance and abuse of power, but suspended her

prison sentence for 2 years because it was her first

offence. Thanikan filed an appeal with the Supreme

Court’s appellate tribunal, but the court ruled to

uphold the original sentence. 

Thailand: Constitutional Court delay

decision on MFP leader Pita’s

renomination petition

(ws/lm) The Speaker of Thailand’s lower house has

postponed the upcoming parliamentary vote for a new

prime minister to at least until August 18 after the

Constitutional Court sought more time to review a

petition against Parliament’s decision last month to bar

Move Forward Party leader Pita Limjaroenrat from

seeking renomination as prime minister. [Bangkok

Post] [Bloomberg] [Nikkei Asia]

On July 24, the Office of the Ombudsman had

requested the Constitutional Court to intervene and

order Parliament to postpone the next vote for the

prime minister. Additionally, it asked the Court to rule
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on the move by a joint sitting of both Houses of

Parliament on July 19 to deny Pita a second ballot for

the prime ministership. At the time, the House Speaker

argued that parliamentary regulations would prohibit

the resubmission of a failed motion during the same

parliamentary session. [AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4]

The Court was originally set to make a decision on this

matter on August 3. However, the Constitutional Court

decided to postpone its ruling on the Ombudsman's

petition until August 16, saying that it needed more

time to study the matter. [ThaiPBSWorld] 

Thailand: House speaker suspends joint

sitting of Parliament after inconclusive

debate on MFP motion

(ws) A joint parliamentary session on August 4 did was

abruptly adjourned after an inconclusive debate on a

motion introduced by the progressive Move Forward

Party (MFP) to review an earlier rejection of the

renomination of party leader Pita Limjaroenrat for

prime minister. [Bangkok Post] 

The meeting was originally intended for lawmakers to

vote on a prime ministerial candidate from the Pheu

Thai Party. Members were also expected to consider a

draft bill proposed by the MFP to revoke Article 272 of

the Constitution, which allows senators to vote along

with members of Parliament’s lower house for a prime

minister. 

The suspension has led to online criticisms regarding

the budget spent for each parliamentary session.

[ThaiPBSWorld] 

Thailand: Ex-Premier Thaksin Shinawatra

seen in Cambodia after postponing return

from self-exile

(ws) Thailand’s former Prime Minister Thaksin

Shinawatra has announced that he would be

postponing his return from self-exile to Thailand again,

this time attributing the delay to medical reasons. [Al

Jazeera] [Deutsche Welle]

Throughout his 17 years of self-imposed exile, Thaksin

has deferred his return on a total of 20

occasions. During his absence, the Supreme Court’s

Criminal Division for Holders of Political Office handed
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down sentences totaling 12 years of imprisonment

across four cases. [ThaiPBSWorld 1] [ThaiPBSWorld 2] 

Paetongtarn, Thaksin's daughter as well as Pheu Thai

Party prime ministerial candidate, had previously

declared on July 26 that her father would be returning

to Thailand on August 10. However, Thaksin conveyed

this message via twitter that his return would be

postponed by a maximum of two weeks, clarifying that

his doctors have advised him to undergo a physical

examination first. 

Notably, however, Thaksin and his younger sister

Yingluck reportedly attended the birthday party of

Cambodian President Hun Sen on August 5. His

appearance sparks doubt regarding his real intention

for postponing his return since it coincides with a

concurrent delay of prime ministerial voting session.

Originally scheduled to be held on August 4, the prime

ministerial selection has been pushed back to at least

August 18. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party prime

ministerial candidate sues whistleblower

for tax evasion allegation

(nk/ws/lm) The prime minister candidate of the Pheu

Thai Party (PTP), Srettha Thavisin, has filed a

defamation suit against businessman-turned-

whistleblower Chuvit Kamolvisit for alleging he had

colluded with a group of people to evade tax in a land

deal when they sold a plot of land to the property

company he ran at the time. [yahoo! news]

On August 3, Chuvit held a press briefing where he

presented what he claimed to be evidence of

irregularities in a land transaction conducted by real

estate developer Sansiri Pcl in 2019, during Srettha's

tenure as its chief executive. He contended that

Srettha approved the purchase and sale agreement for

a 1,600-square-meter parcel of land, acquired for THB

1.57 billion from a group of 12 individuals who jointly

owned the land under a single title deed. Allegedly,

instead of paying THB 521 million in taxes, the

company allegedly only paid THB 59.2 million for the

transaction. 

Notably, Chuvit’s accusations came a day before

Srettha was due to be nominated by the PTP for prime

minister in a now-suspended parliament vote. In light

of this, Anusorn Iamsa-ard, a PTP list-MP, stated that

the party was willing to subject its prime ministerial

candidate to public scrutiny. He mentioned that a legal

team from the party had thoroughly examined all
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available evidence and was confident that the

candidate screening process was free from

wrongdoing. [Bangkok Post] 

Thailand: Hospital director Rianthong

Nanna found guilty of defaming former

PPRP lawmaker

(lm) Thailand’s Criminal Court has sentenced Dr

Rianthong Nanna, an ultra-royalist political activist and

hospital director, to five years in prison and fined him

100,000 THB for defaming a former Palang Pracharath

Party lawmaker for Bangkok. The court held the prison

term for two years, suspending judgement, citing

Rianthong’s historical contributions to community

welfare. [The Thaiger]

Thailand: Democrat Party again fails to

elect leader

(ws) The planned Democratic Party convention,

originally set for August 6 with the aim of electing a

new leader and executive committee, suffered another

setback as it failed to proceed due to an insufficient

number of attendants. [Bangkok Post] 

The need for selecting a new party leader and

executive committee arose following the resignation of

Jurin Laksanawisit, the former party leader, who

stepped down on May 14, citing responsibility for the

party's poor performance in the recent election. The

party managed to secure merely 25 seats in the House

of Representatives, which is two times less compared

to the election result in 2019. 

Key figures within the party, including Jurin, caretaker

secretary-general Chalermchai Sri-on, and former

party leaders Chuan Leekpai, Banyat Bantadtan, and

Abhisit Vejjajiva, were all present and prepared for the

assembly. However, the turnout from other party

members remained low. 

The initial attempt at holding the general assembly on

July 9 also faced a quorum hurdle and was postponed.

Reports indicated that tensions emerged between two

competing groups vying for control of the party

leadership. 

Crucially, a key point of discussion for the party was

whether to align itself with a coalition government led

by the Pheu Thai Party, its longstanding competing
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political party. The two factions also reportedly held

opposing viewpoints on this matter. 

Thailand: Book on King banned ahead of

release

(nk) Thailand has imposed a ban on a forthcoming

book on King Maha Vajiralongkorn, claiming its cover

and contents defame the royal institution. Anyone who

imports the book into Thailand can face up to three

years in jail and/or a fine of up to USD 1,730. The ban

has drawn criticism from rights groups, including the

book's exiled Thai editor, who argue that it infringes on

free speech and expression rights in the country.

[Voice of America] 

The book is scheduled to be published by the Council

on Southeast Asia Studies of Yale University in the

United States, as part of its Southeast Asia Studies

Monograph Publications series. It has been edited by

Pavin Chachavalpongpun, a vocal critic of Thailand's

monarchy, who has been living in self-imposed exile in

Japan since 2014. 

Thailand: Chuvit vows to devote his final

days for exposing crime

(ws) Chuvit Kamolvisit, a prominent Thai businessman-

turned-whistleblower, has confirmed that he is now

grappling with stage 3 liver cancer. This revelation

comes alongside his determination to dedicate the

remainder of his life to shedding light on societal

matters that often remain in the shadows, issues that

others shy away from addressing or bringing to public

attention. [Bangkok Post] 

Chuvit's declaration arrived just before he convened a

press conference on August 3, claiming the misconduct

on tax evasion of property developer Sansiri pcl during

the tenure of its former chief executive, Srettha

Thavisin, who also serves as the prime ministerial

candidate for the Pheu Thai Party. [see entry in this

edition] 

Thailand: Eminent historian and social

critic professor Nithi Iewsriwong passes

away at 83
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(nk) Nithi Iewsriwong, a renowned Thai historian and

social critic has died at the age of 83 in Chiang Mai

province, after battling lung cancer. Known for his

contributions to Thai history and culture, Professor

Nithi had a prolific career, authoring and co-authoring

numerous books and offering insightful commentaries

in Matichon weeklies for over five decades. He earned

recognition with awards such as the Fukuoka Prize and

the Sriburapha award in 2002. [Thai PBS] 

Thailand: Annual military reshuffle not to

be forwarded to Cabinet

(ws/lm) This year’s iteration of Thailand’s military

reshuffle – due to take effect on October 1 – will not be

forwarded to the Cabinet for approval. Instead, as per

the 2008 Defence Ministry Administration Act, it will be

considered by a seven-member panel chaired by

caretaker Prime Minister and Defence Minister Prayut

Chan-o-cha before royal endorsement. 

Receiving significant attention is the potential

successor to the current army chief, Narongpan

Jittkaewtae. The probable next army chief is

anticipated to be the incumbent deputy army

commander, General Charoenchai Hintao. This

expectation stems from his seniority and strong

relationship with Prime Minister Prayut: the two

shared service experiences and career advancement at

the 21st Infantry Regiment Queen's Guard in Chon

Buri. If General Charoenchai is selected for the

position, he would be the third red-rim soldier to

assume leadership of the army.  

Nevertheless, another contender from Class 23,

Aasistant army chief General Suksan Nongbualang,

cannot be dismissed. With a year left before

mandatory retirement and a close association with

Deputy Prime Minister and Palang Pracharath Party

(PPRP) leader, General Prawit Wongsuwon, General

Suksan might have a chance, especially if the PPRP

becomes part of the new government and gains

control of the Defense Ministry. [Bangkok Post 1]

[Bangkok Post 2] 

Vietnam: Defense policy guiding principles

reiterated 

(km) Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh held a speech at

a government meeting on international partnership on
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August 2 in which he outlined guiding principles of the

country’s defense policy. 

Pham emphasized “four nos” as principles of Vietnam’s

defense policy aimed at making the country

independent, self-reliant and multi-lateral in

international partnerships.   

The four nos principles were listed in Vietnam’s

Defense white book in 2019, i.e., no military alliance,

no siding with one country against another, no foreign

military bases or using Vietnamese territory to oppose

other countries and no using force or threatening to

use force in international relations. [VnExpress

International]
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China at Ukraine forum in Saudi Arabia

(dql) A Chinese delegation led by China’s special envoy

for Eurasian affairs Li Hui attended the meeting on

Ukraine hosted by Saudi Arabia over the past

weekend. It was the second of its kind, following a

similar gathering in Copenhagen in June, attended by

more than 40 countries, including the US but excluding

Russia.

According to Reuters, China's foreign ministry

considered the forum as helpful to "to consolidate

international consensus". The ministry added that

China will continue to push for its 12-point peace

proposal of February this year [see AiR No. 9,

February/2023, 4] as basis for further dialogue on the

resolution of the war in Ukraine.
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Analysts believe that China's attendance might signal

possible shifts in Beijing's approach, in the wake of

growing concerns on the Chinese side over the

protracted nature of the war and Russia's recent

bombing of Ukrainian grain ports, with China being top

importer of Ukraine grain. However, a U-turn in its

support for Moscow is not to be expected. [Reuters 1]

[Reuters 2] [NBC] [CNBC]

In a latest development, Chinese Foreign Minister

Wang Yi held a phone talk with his Russian counterpart

Sergey Lavrov on August 7 during which Wang

reaffirmed the close relations between China and

Russia calling them “trustworthy and reliable good

friends and good partners,” while suggesting that in

international and multilateral affairs the two countries

continue to maintain close strategic coordination.”

On the “Ukraine crisis,” Wang reiterated that China

would continue to pursue “an independent and

impartial stance, make an objective and rational voice,

actively promote peace talks, and seek a political

solution on any international multilateral occasion.”

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in Chinese] [South

China Morning Post]

China’s restriction on export of

semiconductor metals takes effect

(dql) On August 1, export controls on some gallium and

germanium products introduced by China took effect,

requiring exporters of these products to obtain export

licenses for dual-use items and technologies. [Reuters]

[Al Jazeera]

In July, China’s commerce ministry the world's leading

supplier of the two metals used to make

semiconductors, announced export curbs on eight

gallium and six germanium products, citing national

security reasons. The move is widely seen as a

response to restrictions on sales of chipmaking

equipment to China imposed by the US and other

countries [see AiR No. 27, July/2023, 1].

In an earlier move, China announced on July 31 export

controls on some drones and drone-related

equipment, including drone engines, lasers,

communication equipment and anti-drone systems.

The commerce ministry cited for its move “national

security and interests."

The restrictions will take effect on September 1.

[Ministry of Commerce, China, in Chinese] [CNN]
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Japan joins in amphibious assault exercise

with United States and Germany

(ed) The Japanese Marine Self-Defense Force joined

with its German and US counterparts in an amphibious

assault drill on August 3. The exercise is part of the

23rd Talisman Sabre exercise, which has been held

since July 20. 

The exercise was held across five states and territories

over two weeks, including over 34,000 military

personnel from 13 countries. The joint exercises are an

opportunity for the US and its partners to adapt to the

growing threat of the Chinese army and mount an

effective deterrence. [JGSDF, Twitter] [USNI News] 

South Korean Foreign Minister to visit

Africa and UAE to seek support for World

Expo bid

(cx) South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin will visit

Ethiopia, Zambia, Rwanda and the UAE from August 8

to August 14 to bolster relations and gather support

for South Korea’s bid to host the World Expo in

Busan.  

During the African tour, Park will also hold meetings

with his counterparts to boost bilateral ties with each

country and discuss the participation of African

dignitaries in the upcoming South Korea-Africa

summit.  

In the UAE, Park will meet with representatives of

South Korean companies doing business in the country

to discuss ways to support their business activities.

Park will also meet with heads of South Korean

missions in the Middle East to discuss ways to

strengthen ties in the region. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, South Korea] 

National security adviser attends Saudi

Arabia-hosted Ukraine peace talks 

(cx) National Security Adviser Cho Tae-yong attended a

multinational two-day peace talk concerning Ukraine in

Saudi Arabia.  

The summit was hosted in Jeddah from August 5-6

and focused on developing a peace plan called the
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Ukrainian Peace Formula. Several Western nations and

major developing countries such as India and China

were in attendance.  

Cho met with the Head of the Office of the President of

Ukraine, Andriy Yermak, and discussed the Ukrainian

Peace Formula and the preparation of a Global Peace

Summit. Yermak stressed that Ukraine considers South

Korea an important partner in the country’s

reconstruction and restoration efforts. 

During the summit, Cho also held bilateral talks with

counterparts from major countries and encouraged

key developing nations to join in a Peace Formula

Summit. 

Cho’s participation is a follow-up measure to a package

of security, humanitarian and reconstruction

assistance under the Ukraine Peace and Solidarity

Initiative, which was established by South Korean

President Yoon Suk-yeol during his visit to Ukraine in

July.  [Yonhap] [KBS] [Presidential Office of Ukraine] 

3rd ASEAN-Korea Climate Dialogue

strengthens environmental cooperation

(cx) On August 2, Director-General for Climate,

Environment, Science and Foreign Affairs Yun Hyun-

soo attended the 3rd Korea-ASEAN Environment and

Climate Change Dialogue held in Bogor, Indonesia.

Participants discussed strengthening cooperation

between Korea and ASEAN on environmental

protection and climate change responses. 

The two sides agreed that natural disasters such as

heat waves caused by climate change are a danger to

Asia and the world. They discussed air pollution,

forestry, marine environment, climate change

responses, the implementation of the Paris

Agreement, cooperation with the ASEAN Climate

Change Centre (ACCC), carbon neutrality and the new

ASEAN-Korea Partnership for Methane Action (PARMA).

ASEAN acknowledged Korea's contributions to

strengthening ASEAN member states' environmental

and climate change response capabilities through

collaborative projects and pledged to continue to

collaborate in the environmental sector. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, South Korea] 
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South Korea attends senior official

meetings of EAS and ASEAN+3

(cx) On August 3, South Korea's Senior Representative,

Lee Jang-geun, participated in the East Asia Summit

(EAS) and the ASEAN+3 Senior Official's Meeting in

Indonesia. These high-level meetings aim to strengthen

regional cooperation and discuss pressing challenges. 

Lee affirmed South Korea's support for ASEAN

centrality and the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific

(AOIP), emphasizing the country's commitment to

promoting peace and stability in the region. 

South Korea also pledged to enhance cooperation with

ASEAN nations through its Indo-Pacific strategy and the

Korean-ASEAN Community of Shared Identity (KASI),

focusing on mutual benefits and shared values. 

Addressing international concerns, Lee emphasized

the need for a unified response to North Korea's

missile program and called for increased cooperation

to address human rights and humanitarian issues in

the country. 

In addition, South Korea shared its stance on various

international issues, including the Ukraine conflict, the

situation in Myanmar, and tensions in the South China

Sea. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea] 

Parliamentary delegation from Baltic

states visits Taiwan 

(ed) On 6 August, a parliamentary delegation which

comprised of the heads of the foreign affairs

committees of the three Baltic states arrived in Taiwan

for a six-day visit.  

The visit involves a meeting with President Tsai Ing-

wen, as well as several other high ranking government

members. The delegation will discuss security relations

between Europe and Asia, as well as measures to

strengthen cooperation between Taiwan and the Baltic

states. The delegation also plans to meet with

members of Taiwanese think tanks at the Ministry of

Digital Affairs. 

Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs highlighted how the

relationship between the Baltic states and Taiwan has

strengthened in recent years, thanking the three

countries for advocating for Taiwan’s inclusion in

international decision-making bodies.  
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The foreign ministry stated that “Taiwan and the three

Baltic countries are partners who share the values of

democracy, freedom and human rights”, who both face

“totalitarian neighbors” in reference to China and

Russia. Taiwan and the Baltics both face cyber-attacks,

disinformation and cognitive warfare from these

authoritarian neighbors, and should co-operate

against such threats. [Focus Taiwan] [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, Republic of China (Taiwan), in Chinese] 

Bangladesh calls for united action to

address global food insecurity at UN

Security Council

(tms) Bangladesh has strongly condemned the use of

starvation and famine as tools of war and urged all

member nations to avoid employing hunger as a tactic

in conflicts, calling on parties involved in conflicts to

uphold international laws and humanitarian principles

at the UN Security Council's discussion on Famine and

Conflict-induced Global Food Insecurity.

Ambassador Muhammad Abdul Muhith, the

Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the

United Nations highlighted the severe impact of

ongoing conflicts and climate change on global food

security. He outlined Bangladesh's efforts at both

national and international levels to combat food

insecurity, including fiscal measures and investments

in agricultural systems. He shared that Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina encouraged citizens to engage in local

food production and cultivate unused lands.

He expressed support for the Secretary-General's call

to maintain open markets, eliminate needless export

restrictions, and release food reserves. He also

stressed the urgency of renewing the 'Black Sea Grain

Initiative' for stable food supplies.

Addressing the Rohingya crisis, he urged the Security

Council to address the situation in Myanmar, appealing

for a conducive environment to ensure the safe and

sustainable repatriation of Rohingyas. He called for

continuous international support for displaced

Rohingyas until their return. [UNB]

United Nations, Amnesty International

denounce pre-election violence in

Bangladesh
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(tms) The United Nations and Amnesty International

have jointly appealed to the authorities in Bangladesh

to avoid using excessive force amid ongoing violence

and widespread arrests in anticipation of the

upcoming general elections.

The UN's human rights office expressed concern about

the violent incidents occurring at opposition

gatherings, noting that law enforcement, including

plainclothes individuals, have employed various

objects such as hammers, sticks, bats, and iron rods to

assault protesters. This has led to injuries among

opposition supporters and even some police officers.

Prominent opposition figures have also been subjected

to beatings in broad daylight, along with reported raids

on their homes by individuals claiming to be law

enforcement.

The opposition, led by the Bangladesh Nationalist

Party (BNP) and its allies, has called for demonstrations

across the country, demanding the resignation of

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and the conduct of

elections overseen by a neutral caretaker government.

However, Hasina has rejected this demand, citing its

unconstitutionality.

The UN and Amnesty International both emphasized

the importance of upholding human rights standards

during these protests. The UN stressed that authorities

must respect the rights to peaceful assembly, freedom

of expression, and freedom of opinion. They urged

police to only use force when absolutely necessary and

to promptly investigate any cases of excessive force,

ensuring those responsible are held accountable.

Amnesty International verified evidence of excessive

force being used against protesters and opposition

leaders during a recent protest on July 28 and 29. Their

research, including photos, videos, and eyewitness

accounts, revealed that the protests had been largely

peaceful until police intervened.

Amnesty also reported instances where individuals in

civilian clothing, purportedly supporters of the ruling

party, were seen participating in attacks alongside the

police. This collaboration between civilians and law

enforcement was deemed unacceptable, and Amnesty

urged for thorough investigations and accountability

for those involved. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Indian export ban on rice drives global

prices to rise 
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(lf) A ban on the export of all non-basmati white rice in

India has driven the global price of rice to skyrocket.

The policy, which was abruptly introduced in July, was

implemented to ensure a plentiful domestic supply of

rice would be maintained in India, whilst also hoping to

lower the price of the grain at home [see AiR No. 29,

July/2023, 3]. The ban, however, has already impacted

local Asian and African nations who rely on Indian rice

as an essential part of their food network. 

The most reliant nations on India’s rice exports include

Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia, Nigeria, the Ivory

Coast and Senegal amongst others. It is feared that

food insecurity within these, and other, vulnerable

nations could increase as a result of the policy.

Coupled with the floods in Pakistan throughout 2022

which decimated the nation’s agricultural sector and

the El Nino weather pattern which threatens to

unleash unpredictable conditions upon South and

Southeast Asia, the Indian rice export ban is another

move that brings instability into the global rice market. 

It is hoped that a robust harvest and the stabilizing of

domestic supplies of rice within India could lead to the

easing of the policy. However, the United Nations Food

and Agriculture Organization fears prices could

continue to rise, having already hit a twelve year high

in July. [CNN] [The Indian Express]

Ninth India-Latin American and Caribbean

Conclave held in New Delhi

(lf) India hosted a number of officials from Latin

American and Caribbean nations in New Delhi for the

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) India-LAC

Conclave meeting on August 3-4. Venezuelan Vice

President Delcy Rodriguez and ministerial delegations

from 17 countries, including Cuba, the Dominican

Republic, and Peru, were attending the event. [Prensa

Latina]

Speaking on the scope of the businesses and

industries represented at the conclave, Indian External

Affairs Minister S Jaishankar outlined his desire to

double two-way trade between India and the whole

region by 2027. Trade between the regions during

2022-2023 stood at USD 50 billion, demonstrating the

ambition of the minister to see the economic links

between all actors to double to USD 100 billion in five

years. [Hindustan Times] [BQ Prime]

In addition to the conclave, Jaishankar held a number

of bilateral meetings with significant South American

politicians who attended the show to support their
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nations’ businesses. Officials from Honduras,

Venezuela and Peru were entertained by the foreign

minister in bilateral talks that centered on facilitating

trade between India and South America, which is

identified as a growing area for Indian foreign policy.

Noting that all of the attendees were “countries of the

global south”, Jaishankar highlighted the importance of

“diversified production” and identified a more intimate

relationship between all participants as a way to

ensure supply chains can be stabilized going forward.

[Mint]

US flags Chinese firm involved in Manila

Bay reclamation

(ccf) The United States (US) has expressed concerns

regarding extensive land reclamation projects in

Manila Bay, particularly due to the involvement of a

Chinese company, China Communications

Construction Co., a Washington-blacklisted company

due to its role in constructing and militarizing artificial

islands in the South China Sea. [Philstar.com] 

China's extensive territorial claims in the South China

Sea were invalidated by a 2016 arbitration tribunal

ruling, but China has rejected the ruling and continued

its assertive actions. The US does not assert a

territorial claim in the region but emphasizes freedom

of navigation and peaceful resolution of disputes. The

South China Sea remains a focal point of tension

between the US and China, with Washington

conducting patrols and challenges to China's territorial

claims, leading to warnings from Beijing. [Associated

Press] 

During discussions with Philippine government

officials, the US Embassy has also raised alarms about

the potential environmental consequences of these

reclamation efforts. Environmental groups have also

protested the government-approved reclamations,

primarily emphasizing concerns about the long-term

ecological impact and the resilience of the area against

natural hazards. [Business World] 

The controversy has motivated the Philippine

Department of Environment and Natural Resources

(DENR) to review all current reclamation activities.

[Philstar.com] 

Bangladesh welcomes Indian

parliamentary committee’s
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recommendation on Teesta River water

sharing

(tms/lm) Bangladesh has welcomed a recent

recommendation by an Indian parliamentary

committee regarding the Teesta water sharing

agreement. [The Daily Star]

The Teesta River originates in the eastern Himalayas

and flows through Sikkim and West Bengal before

joining the Brahmaputra in Assam and the Jamuna in

Bangladesh. Despite repeated assurances from the

Indian government, Dhaka could not make New Delhi

sign a long-standing water-sharing agreement that has

been pending over the last 12 years.

What is more, the irrigation department of India’s West

Bengal state recently decided on a plan to dig two

more canals under the Teesta Barrage Project to divert

water for agricultural purposes. As a result, thousands

in northern Bangladesh districts, who have already

been devastated by the Teesta River water control in

upstream India, have begun to fear that they will

endure more suffering.

Against this backdrop, the Parliamentary Standing

Committee on External Affairs in India unanimously

has recently recommended the central government to

resolve the pending Teesta water sharing issue at the

earliest “to improve the bilateral relation further: with

Bangladesh.

This recommendation has been described by

Bangladesh as "encouraging and meaningful," not least

because it encompasses representatives from various

political parties within India. [The Business Standard]

Indian ruling party invites Bangladesh

Awami League in New Delhi

(tms) A five-member team from Bangladesh’s ruling

Awami League (AL) has travelled to India, in response

to an invitation from the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP). The delegation was led by AL Presidium Member

and Agriculture Minister Dr Abdur Razzaque, along

with Joint General Secretary and Information and

Broadcasting Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud. Other

members of the delegation include AL Organizing

Secretary Sujit Roy Nandi, Central Working Committee

Member Prof Merina Jahan, MP, and Aroma Dutta, MP.

[BSS]
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Election methods in Bangladesh will be

determined by its people, India says

(tms) India has asserted that the responsibility for

determining the approach to the upcoming national

elections lies with the citizens of Bangladesh while

expressing optimism for a peaceful election while

refraining from commenting on the caretaker

government matter. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh approves four transshipment

routes to northeast India

(tms) The government of Bangladesh has authorized

four transshipment routes to facilitate Indian traders

from states like Tripura and others in the northeastern

region, stated Tripura's Industries and Commerce

Minister Santana Chakma.

The four designated routes are Chittagong Port-

Akhaura-Agartala, Mongla Port-Akhaura-Agartala,

Chittagong-Bibirbazar-Srimantapur, and Mongla Port-

Bibirbazar-Srimantapur. Under an agreement between

India and Bangladesh, Indian traders are permitted to

use Chittagong and Mongla ports in Bangladesh for

transporting goods.

Minister Chakma additionally disclosed that Tripura

has intentions to establish nine 'border haats' to

promote bilateral trade at a local level. She mentioned

that a proposal has been submitted to the central

government for consideration regarding the setup of

these 'border haats' along the India-Bangladesh

border.

Currently, there are two operational 'border haats' in

Tripura – one in Kamalasagar, located in Sepahijala

district, and another in Srinagar, situated in South

Tripura district. Officials have informed that efforts are

in progress to establish two more 'border haats' in

Dharmanagar in North Tripura and Kamalpur in Dhalai

district. [The Daily Star]

Malaysia detains undocumented

Bangladeshi migrants

(tms) Malaysian immigration authorities have

conducted a raid resulting in the apprehension of 252

undocumented Bangladeshi migrant workers.
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The operation took place in an apartment complex

where a total of 425 undocumented migrants were

detained. The raid followed two weeks of investigation

and surveillance.

Alongside the Bangladeshi workers, individuals from

Myanmar, Philippines, Indonesia, Cambodia, Nepal,

and Pakistan were also arrested. They have been taken

to the Bukit Jalil immigration detention center for

further proceedings. [The Daily Star]

United States ambassador to Dhaka lays

out five objectives to shape US-

Bangladesh diplomacy

(tms) The United States ambassador to Bangladesh,

Peter Haas, has outlined Washington’s vision for

relations with Bangladesh in five main objectives

during a speech at the Defence Services Command and

Staff College in Dhaka.

He praised Bangladesh's armed forces for their role in

UN Peacekeeping Operations worldwide and

emphasized the importance of a peaceful and stable

Bangladesh for the Indo-Pacific region. The

ambassador highlighted that the US has been

cooperating with the Bangladesh military to enhance

defense readiness through grant programs like Foreign

Military Financing and the Global Peacekeeping

Operations Initiative.

Ambassador Haas noted the alignment between the

US and Bangladesh's visions for the Indo-Pacific,

particularly emphasizing freedom of navigation,

multilateral systems, and environmental resilience.

He elaborated on the second goal of promoting

democracy, transparency, good governance, and

human rights in Bangladesh. The US supports free and

fair elections and encourages all stakeholders to

uphold the rule of law, refrain from violence, and

respect human rights. [The Daily Star]

The third goal involves supporting Bangladesh's

resilience against social and environmental challenges,

especially climate change. The ambassador praised

Bangladesh's leadership in addressing climate change

and reaffirmed the US's commitment to partnering in

this effort.

The fourth goal focuses on sustainable prosperity,

diversification of the economy, and improved labor

standards to foster greater regional and global trade

and connectivity.
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The fifth goal centers on Bangladesh's adherence to

international standards for humanitarian protection of

Rohingya refugees and continued hosting until a safe

return to Myanmar becomes feasible. The ambassador

appreciated Bangladesh's compassion in sheltering

Rohingya refugees and revealed plans for a

resettlement program in coordination with the

Bangladeshi government and UNHCR.

The ambassador concluded by highlighting the US's

dedication to refugee resettlement in the face of

unprecedented displacement. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

[Dhaka Tribune 2]

Bhutan, Japan hold annual consultation

on economic cooperation

(na) The Bhutanese government recently hosted the

18th Bhutan-Japan annual consultation on economic

cooperation in Thimphu. During the meeting, both

sides discussed the status of economic cooperation

and Japan's assistance to Bhutan. They also reviewed

ongoing projects and discussed proposals for the

Needs Survey 2023. [Kuensel Online]

The Bhutanese delegation expressed gratitude for

Japan's support in various sectors and received

assurance of continued assistance beyond Bhutan's

graduation from the Group of Least Developed

Countries.

The Annual Consultations held since 2006 have

provided a forum for the two governments to review

and exchange views on economic cooperation

between the two countries.

Cambodia-US: Discussion on deepening

trade relations

(dql) During a meeting between the

Cambodian Minister of Commerce Pan Sorasak and a

seven-member US Congress delegation led by Jason

Smith, Chairman of the US House Committee on Ways

and Means on August 2, both sides discussed

strategies to strengthen the bilateral collaboration,

with Sorasak requesting the renewal the Generalized

System of Preferences (GSP), the US’ largest and oldest

trade preference program, for some of Cambodia’s

products in particular, such as garments, footwear and

travel goods.  
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The US remains the biggest export destination for

Cambodian products despite a decrease as the first

half of this year saw Cambodia’s exports to the US

reaching USD 4.2 billion, compared with more than

USD 4.6 billion for the same period in 2022. The

exports accounted for 37 percent of the country’s total

export volume of about USD 11.5 billion. [Khmer

Times] 

Cambodia receives USD 100 million to

strengthen labor force

(dql) The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved

on August 1 a USD 100 million loan to boost the caliber

of Cambodia’s labor force. 

The loan aims to address skills gaps and shortages,

and support solutions through reforms and

investments in technical and vocational education and

training (TVET) combined with the participation of the

private sector.  

The first subprogram of the Skills for Future Economy

Sector Development Program will help transform

Cambodia into a technology-driven, knowledge-based

industrial economy by strengthening its human capital

resources, with a focus on enhancing the country’s

skills development environment, providing industry-led

inclusive training, and mobilizing additional funds for

demand-driven skills development. [The Phnom Penh

Post] 

Cambodia-Germany: Agreement on

clearing landmine contaminated areas to

be signed

(dql) The Cambodian Mine Action Center (CMAC) and

Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) are set to sign the

“Cooperation Agreement on Humanitarian Mine Action

Project in Cambodia” this month.  

Funded by the German government with USD 2,1

million for a period of 16 months, the project aims to

release around 1,600 hectares of landmine

contaminated areas. It also involves mine risk

education as well as victim assistance in the Northern

provinces of Banteay Meanchey, Oddar Meanchey, and

Preah Vihear. [Khmer Times] 
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Cambodia-Thailand: First joint rescue and

search exercises between Armed Forces

to be held

(dql) The Armed Forces of Cambodia and Thailand will

carry out their first joint rescue and search exercises,

including disaster relief, on Thai territory in August

2023. 

The exercises will see officers from the Army Special

Forces Command from the Royal Cambodian Armed

Forces joining the first joint Cambodian-Thai exercise

on the topic of rescue and search for 14 days from

August 6 to 19, in Thailand, followed by a disaster relief

exercise from August 16 to 21. 

This was agreed on during the 7th Cambodia-Thailand

Senior Staff Talks, held on August 3 during which

bilateral cooperation on border security, humanitarian

issues, and other issues were discussed. [Khmer

Times] 

China-US: Formal invitation to Wang Yi

(dql) The US Department of State has confirmed that is

has extended a formal invitation to China’s Foreign

Minister Wang Yi to Washington during a meeting

between Daniel Kritenbrink, US assistant secretary for

East Asia and Pacific affairs, on August 1 in Washington

with Yang Tao, director general of the North American

and Oceania affairs at China’s Foreign Ministry.

[Department of State, US] [Anadolu Agency]

The invitation was previously made to Wang’s

predecessor, Qin Gang, who was removed late last

month after just seven months in the position [see AiR

No. 30, July/2023, 4]

China responded to the invitation by stating that it was

ready “to maintain communications" on a possible

future visit by Wang Yi to Washington. [Reuters]

The invitation comes after several other high-profile

meetings between US and Chinese officials in recent

months. Last month US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen

and climate envoy John Kerry visited China [see AiR No.

30, July/2023, 4], while US Secretary of State Antomy

Blinken met with President Xi Jinping in June [see AiR

No. 25, June/2023, 3].

In a separate meeting, the US Department of Defense’s

top official for Asia spoke Assistant Secretary Ely

Ratner met with Yang to discuss US-China defense
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relations and regional security issues, reflecting

intensified efforts on bilateral communication. [VoA]

China-US: Two US Navy officers arrested

over espionage charges

(dql) On August the US Department of Justice informed

that two members of the US Navy have been arrested

on charges of providing China with sensitive military

information.

The two arrested were involved in separate

information-gathering operations while being

employed in the Navy. They are accused of

transmitting technical manuals and blueprints to the

Chinese intelligence officer, disclosing weapons

systems and other “critical technology” used on board

the ships as well as of delivering plans for a large-scale

military exercise in the Indo-Pacific region and the

blueprints for a base in Japan respectively [Department

of Justice, USA] [Al Jazeera]

China-US: Probe into possible Chinese

involvement in breaches of government

email systems opened

(dql) The Oversight Committee of the US House of

Representatives Oversight Committee announced on

August 2 that a probe has been opened to investigate

China's suspected involvement in recent breaches of

Commerce and State department email systems.

Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo and Secretary of

State Antony Blinken are scheduled for staff briefings

by August 9. [South China Morning Post]

Last month, Microsoft claimed that a group based in

China was responsible for hacking operations to gain

access to senior U.S. officials' and agencies’ email

accounts. Personnel and agencies affected include U.S.

Commerce Department Secretary Gina Raimondo, the

State Department, and the U.S. House of

Representative [see AiR No. 29, July/2023, 3]

China-US: Beijing objects US weapons

package to Taiwan

(dql) China has expressed strong objections against US

weapons aid package to Taiwan that was disclosed late
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last month, calling on the US government to “to stop all

forms of military collusion with Taiwan and refrain

from going further down the wrong and dangerous

path.” [Ministry of Defense, China] [Reuters]

On July 28, the White House announced a package of

military aid for Taiwan worth USD 345 million, a

shipment which marks the first major package of

military aid that draws from the US’ own military

stockpiles.  According to US officials, the package

includes aid for defense, education and training.

Specific donations included within the package include

man-portable air defense systems (MANPADs),

intelligence and surveillance gear, as well as firearms

and missiles [see AiR No. 31, August/2023, 1]

China-Georgia: Strategic Partnership

established

(ga) During a meeting between Chinese President Xi

Jinping and Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili

in Beijing on July 31, both leaders agreed to elevate

relations between their countries to a strategic

partnership, with Xi further proposing to advance high-

quality Belt and Road cooperation. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China] [Reuters]

China and Georgia’s diplomatic and economic ties have

been steadily growing over the last decade, most

substantially since the launching of the Belt and Road

Initiative (BRI) in 2013. [The Diplomat 1] Georgia’s

geographic position in-between eastern Europe and

central Asia makes it particularly important for the

success of Beijing’s BRI as Georgia has a lot of potential

to be a hub for trading goods. Chinese state-owned

and private firms have invested heavily into developing

Georgian infrastructure to facilitate this trade, with the

encouragement of Georgian governments. [The

Diplomat 2] In consequence, the two countries have

steadily improved their economic and investment ties,

with a comprehensive goods free trade agreement

being signed in 2017 and Tbilisi hosting multiple BRI

forums. [The Diplomat 3]

The agreement of a strategic partnership between

China and Georgia signals that Georgia’s typically very

pro-western stance may be shifting towards embracing

China and Russia, with beneficial implications for

Beijing’s influence in the region. Georgia has long been

a candidate for EU and NATO membership, expressing

enthusiasm for accession to those institutions but not

seeing progress in, or timelines for, accession. [The

Diplomat 4] [Twitter]
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The current Georgian government, under the Georgian

Dream ruling party, however, seems less interested in

attaining membership of those institutions and has

leaned towards China and Russia, refusing to sanction

Russia for its invasion of Ukraine, blaming NATO for

the conflict, and reaffirming Georgia’s commitment to

the BRI. [DW] [Economist 1] [Economist 2]

The Georgian Dream party’s apparent disinterest in

Western institutions and desire to hedge against the

strength of Georgia’s neighbor Russia seems to be

creating an opportunity for China to strengthen its ties

with a critical commercial hub and portray China as an

alternative to Russia as an economic partner for

central Asian countries.

China-Bangladesh: Bank of China supports

expressway project

(dql) Majority state-owned Bank of China, the world’s

fourth largest bank in the world, is among the lenders

of a 193-million-U.S. dollar loan from the Asian

Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) provided to

Bangladesh to build a 13.5-km four-lane expressway

that is expected to improve connectivity between the

capital Dhaka and other major cities.

The other lenders are Singapore’s DBS Bank and

Infrastructure Development Company, a non-banking

financial institution based in Bangladesh.

The total costs of the project stand at USD 261, with

the remaining USD 68 million to be provided by

sponsors. [Xinhua]

China-UAE: Foreign ministers hold phone

talk

(dql/nyb) On August 4, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang

Yi held a phone talk with his counterpart of the United

Arab Emirates, Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan,

during which Wang requested the UAE’s support in

advancing urged an Arab ally to help advance a free

trade deal between his country and the Gulf

Cooperation Council.

China and the GCC began trade talks in 2004 but those

have repeatedly stalled due to hesitation among Gulf

leaders.

Al Nahyan, for his part, reaffirmed the UAE’s readiness

cooperate with China “to seize the opportunity to

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jrr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jry/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jrj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jrt/


promote the further development of the Arab-China

relationship and achieve more cooperation results in

bilateral and multilateral affairs,” according to a

statement of the Chinese foreign ministry. [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs, China, in Chinese] [South China

Morning Post]

The phone talk comes at a time when China is

increasing its influence in the Middle East. In March,

Beijing brokered an agreement between Iran and

Saudi Arabia on launching arrangements to reopen

embassies and consulates within a two-month period

[see AiR No. 15, April/2023, 2]

In a separate statement, the Chinese Ministry of

Defense has announced that a joint air training

between China and the UAE to take place in Xinjiang in

August.

The ‘Falcon Shield-2023’ exercise will be the first ever

joint training between the two air forces. [Xinhua]

E-visa facilities launched for Indian

citizens travelling to Russia 

(lf) Commencing on August 1, Indian citizens are

available for e-visa resources when traveling to Russia.

This move makes India the 55th country who has

access to Russia’s electronic travel verification

resources, in a move to encourage tourism and

business-related travel between the citizens of both

countries. The E-visas for Indian travelers will have a

60-day validity and empower visits of up to 16 days,

costing USD 40. Further visas allow for Indian citizens

to travel to Russia for 6 months in they provide hotel

details. 

This move is a further step in the evolution of bilateral

ties between Russia and India, both of whom are

members of the BRICS bloc of nations. Tourism to

Russia plunged by 96.9 percent following the

commencement of Russia’s military operations within

Ukraine in February 2022. 61,000 Indians traveled to

Russia between 2016-2019. [The Indian Express]

[WION News]

Simultaneous meetings in New Delhi,

Lilongwe highlight growing relationship

between India and Malawi 
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(lf) Various Indian and Malawian politicians interacted

across two meetings within their respective nations

highlighted the growing bilateral ties between the two

countries and the prominence of Africa in Indian

foreign policy. 

A parliamentary delegation from Malawi visited New

Delhi during the first week of August, paying important

visits to Indian President Droupadi Murmu and Vice

President of India Jagdeep Dhankar on August 1. The

delegation was headed by Speaker of the National

Assembly of Malawi Catherine Gotani Hara. The Indian

Ministry of External Affairs noted in a statement about

the visit that both nations shared “Common faith in

democratic values and pluralism” whilst President

Murmu noted India’s significance to Malawi as a trade

and investment partner as well as the nations’

collaboration in education and health. The strength of

Malawi’s democracy and the conduct of the country’s

2020 Presidential elections were also praised. The

purpose of the delegation’s visit was for goodwill and

observation rather than a specific legislative goal. [Zee

News] [The Statesman]

Following this exchange, on August 4 in Malawi’s

capital of Lilongwe Indian and Malawian officials held

the second round of Foreign Office Consultations

between the two nations. The Indian delegation was

headed by Joint Secretary for East & Southern Africa

Puneet R Kundal, while Malawi was represented by

Principal Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Bernard H Sande. 

The talks covered a wide range of topics including

defense and development cooperation, economic

matters and trade. Maters of common interest, such as

reform of the Un Security Council and the prospect of

a common market in Southern and Eastern Africa were

also discussed, both of which India is in favor of.

Further consultations were agreed to take place in

New Delhi in 2024, at a date of common convenience.

[Indian Ministry of external Affairs] [The Print]

Indonesia-Turkey: 12 Turkish Aerospace

drones bought

(dql) The Indonesian defense ministry has disclosed

that it has purchased Indonesia 12 surveillance and

reconnaissance drones for USD 300 million from

Turkish Aerospace. 

The delivery of the drones is expected before

November 2025. Along with the drones, Jakarta will

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jyy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jyj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jyt/


receive training, logistic support and related

equipment.  

Indonesia’s air force, army and navy will use the

drones that can fly around 30 hours at an altitude of

9,100 meters. They have been in use in the Turkish air

force since 2010. [AP News] 

Indonesia-US: Economic cooperation

discussed 

(dql) Indonesian Coordinating Minister for Investment

and Maritime Affairs Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan met with

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Washington on

August 4 to discuss the economic relations between

the two countries and cooperation in talks of the Indo-

Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF). 

They also discussed progress in the implementation of

Indonesia’s Just Energy Transition Partnership (JETP)

that will mobilize USD 20 billion in public and private

financing to speed up the Southeast Asian country’s

clean-energy transition. In addition, the importance of

critical minerals to a clean energy future was stressed

and Indonesia’s efforts to improve environmental,

social, and governance and labor standards in the

country’s mining sector was discussed. [Department of

State, USA] 

Indonesia-Switzerland: Investment pact to

be ratified within this year

(dql) During a meeting between Indonesian Foreign

Minister Retno Marsudi and her Swiss counterpart

Ignazio Cassis on August 2, the two sides discussed

ways to speed up in the ratification of a bilateral

investment pact as soon as this year.  

The pact was concluded last year, after seven rounds

of negotiations since 2018, and aims to improve the

protection of Swiss businesses when investing in

Indonesia and vice versa.  

Switzerland ranks as the 17th largest foreign investor

out of 130 countries in January to June 2023, according

to data of the Indonesian government. Swiss foreign

direct investments over the period stand a USD 95.2

million, covering nearly 430 projects. In 2021, FDIs

from Switzerland totaled USD 599.8 million andsent to

281 projects. 
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Bilateral trade increased from almost USD 2 billion in

2021 to USD 2.8 billion in 2022. It reached USD 1.5

billion in the first five months of this year. [Jakarta

Globe] 

Indonesia-Vietnam: MoU on inter-

parliamentary cooperation signed

(dql) Speaker of the Indonesian House of

Representatives and Vietnamese National Assembly

Chairman Vuong Dinh Hue signed on August 4 a

memorandum of understanding (MOU) on cooperation

between the two parliaments, as part of efforts

to strengthen relations between the two countries. 

Under the agreement parliamentary information

exchange, consultation, training, capacity building, and

delegation exchanges will be increased. [Antara] 

Japanese foreign minister visits

counterparts in Uganda, Ethiopia

(ed) On August 2, the Japanese Foreign Minister

Yoshimasa Hayashi met his Ugandan counterpart

General Jeje Odongo in Kampala as part of a tour of

African countries intended to promote bilateral

relations and to assure countries in the Global South

that Japan is committed to opposing Russia and its war

against Ukraine. 

Uganda expressed its thanks to Japan for its

investment in Uganda, with both ministers promising

to further cooperation.  

During their meeting, the two ministers shared

concerns about the impact of Russia’s aggression on

food supplies to Africa, as African countries are heavily

reliant on grain and other commodities from Russia

and Ukraine. Commodity supplies have recently been

rendered more vulnerable by Russia’s withdrawal from

the Black Sea Grain Initiative. The Ugandan foreign

minister criticized Russia’s decision to unilaterally

withdraw from the initiative and agreed for the need to

work with Japan to ensure food security in Africa.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 1] 

On August 3, the Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa

Hayashi met his Ethiopian counterpart Demeke

Mekonnen Hassen in Addis Ababa, where both

countries discussed issues of regional security and
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agreed to cooperate in ensuring food security amid the

war in Ukraine. 

Hayashi stated Japan hopes to work with Ethiopia to

restart the grain initiative and ensure food security in

Africa. The foreign ministers also discussed economic

cooperation and regional security, including the

conflict in Sudan and the coup in Niger. Both ministers

hoped to further advance bilateral relations between

Japan and Ethiopia. [Mainichi Shimbun] [Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of Japan 2] 

Japanese-Solomon Islands: Joint goodwill

exercise conducted

(ed) On August 4, a unit of the Japanese Maritime Self-

Defense Force conducted its second yearly goodwill

exercise with the maritime police of the Solomon

Islands. The defense ministry hoped the exercise

would deepen security cooperation between Japan and

the Solomon Islands and help to achieve a free and

open Indo-Pacific. 

The Solomon Islands sparked concern amongst the

United States and partner countries after it signed a

security pact with China, which could potentially allow

for Chinese troops to be stationed in the South Pacific

[see AiR No. 17, April/2022, 4].  

The United States responded by reopening its embassy

in the Solomon Islands and promising millions in aid to

Pacific Island nations to combat Chinese influence. [AP

News] [Japan Ministry of Defense/Self-Defense Force,

on Twitter] 

Iranian foreign minister meets with

Japanese officials to discuss Ukraine and

nuclear accords

(ed) On August 7, the Iranian foreign minister visited

Japan to meet with Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and

the Japanese Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi in

the first high-level visit since 2019. 

Japan capitalized on its relatively constructive

relationship with Iran to raise sensitive issues about

the Russian war in Ukraine and the nuclear accords.  

According to the foreign ministry, the two foreign

ministers exchanged “frank” views on Iran’s restarted

nuclear program. Japan reiterated its support for the
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Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JPCOA), which

collapsed after the USA’s unilateral withdrawal in 2018.

The Japanese foreign minister asked for Iran to comply

with authorities from the International Atomic Energy

Agency. Iran stated that it is pursuing a restoration of

the JPCOA through further negotiations. 

Japan also pressed Iran on the issue of the provision of

Iranian drones to the Russian military for its use in

Ukraine. While Japanese officials assured Iran of

Japan’s stance against Russia’s invasion, Iran continued

denied it was providing drones to Russia, claiming the

drones were sold before the war, and claimed it was

committed to finding a peaceful end to the war. 

During their meeting, the foreign ministers pledged to

continue their dialogue and cooperation in the

environment, disaster risk reduction and medical

matters. [Al Jazeera] [Japan Times] [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs of Japan] 

Laos, UK to set up biodiverse landscape

fund in Lower Mekong landscape

(ws) Laos and the United Kingdom have agreed to

establish the Biodiverse Landscapes Fund with the goal

of addressing poverty, biodiversity loss, and climate

change in the region. Over the period of 2023 to 2029,

the Fund will invest up to GBP 15 million in the Lower

Mekong landscape, covering regions in Laos,

Cambodia, and Vietnam. 

The primary objective of the Fund's programme in the

Lower Mekong area is to alleviate poverty and create

sustainable economic opportunities for communities

that rely on environmentally crucial landscapes. This

will be achieved through the implementation of lasting

landscape protection, sustainable management, and

restoration efforts. The initiative aims to safeguard

biodiversity and enhance ecosystem quality. 

Developed by the UK's Department for Environment,

Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), the Biodiverse

Landscapes Fund supports poverty reduction,

biodiversity protection, and climate change mitigation

in six biologically diverse landscapes globally.

[Vientiane Times]  

Japan boosts Laos fisheries sector with

equipment

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jji/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jjd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jjh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jjh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jjk/


(ws) The government of Japan has delivered equipment

valued at approximately USD 1.8 million to bolster

Laos' fisheries sector through the Economic and Social

Development Programme.  

As part of this effort, Japan's grant aid has facilitated

the establishment of tilapia hatchery facilities. This

enhancement of aquaculture capacity is set to

significantly increase the production of farmed fish for

consumption in Xieng Khuang and Savannakhet

provinces. 

The envisioned outcome of this project aligns with

Japan's aspirations for the Laotian aquaculture

industry to experience profound advancement,

ultimately leading to an enhanced nutritional

landscape within the nation. 

Japan's commitment to supporting Laos' fisheries

sector dates back to 2001, with a perpetual record of

assistance. Beyond infrastructure, the engagement

extends to human resource development and

technology transfer in the fisheries domain, with the

valuable contributions of Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA)’s overseas cooperation

volunteers. [Vientiane Times] 

Laos receives EUR 9 million from

Luxembourg to enhance legal and justice

sector

(ws) Luxembourg has reaffirmed its commitment to

bolstering the legal and justice sector in Laos by

providing a grant of EUR 9 million (equivalent to

approximately 190.5 billion kip). This funding will

facilitate the implementation of the "Support

Programme for Rule of Law, Access to Justice, and

Good Governance in Laos" (LAO/037) as part of the 5th

Indicative Cooperation programme spanning from

2023 to 2027. 

The initiative outlines five pivotal areas of focus aimed

at fortifying Laos's legal framework and ensuring

equitable access to justice. These areas encompass the

enhancement of higher education in law, the

reinforcement of the justice system, support for the

penitentiary service, facilitation of accessible justice

and legal aid, and the overall strengthening of good

governance and the rule of law across Laos. [Vientiane

Times] 
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Laos receives grants from Switzerland for

bolstering dam safety

(ws) Switzerland has pledged more than USD 5.2

million to support dam safety in Laos.  

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed in

Vientiane to focus on three key areas: enhancing

technical capacities of the Ministry of Energy and

Mines in dam safety supervisory authority;

strengthening the legal framework to align with

international standards and providing support to the

newly established Industry Energy and Safety

Management Department; and institutionalizing dam

safety training to create a skilled and qualified pool of

dam safety specialists.  

The provision comes after a dam collapse at the Xe-

Pian-Xe-Namnoy hydropower plant in 2018 raised

concerns about dam safety in Laos. Various

development partners, including Switzerland,

conducted inspections and reviews, confirming the

need for improvements in dam safety measures.

[Vientiane Times] 

Sultan of Brunei visits Malaysia for 24th

Annual Leaders' Consultation

(ccf) From August 2 to August 4, the Sultan of Brunei

Darussalam and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim participated in the 24th Annual Leaders'

Consultation (ALC) at the Seri Perdana Complex in

Putrajaya. The ALC is a vital bilateral mechanism

between Malaysia and Brunei Darussalam to discuss

topics of shared interest. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Malaysia] 

The two oversaw the formal exchange of documents

for a Treaty and Two Memoranda of Understanding.

These agreements encompassed the Treaty of the

International Transfer of Prisoners, a Memorandum of

Understanding related to Youth and Sports, and

another Memorandum of Understanding focusing on

cooperation within the realm of the shariah judiciary.

[Brunei News Gazette] 

A joint statement announced plans to enhance tourism

collaboration between Brunei and Sarawak, a northern

state of Malaysia located on the island of Borneo. The

Sarawak Trade and Tourism Office (STATO) will be

moved to Bandar Seri Begawan, the capital of Brunei.

Furthermore, the leaders emphasized the importance

of strengthening connectivity between Brunei and
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Sarawak. For example, they discussed the proposal to

include Brunei in the Northern Coastal Highway

project. [The Star]

Mongolia-US: Mongolian prime minister

for a state visit to the United States

(tb) Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai of

Mongolia visited the United States of America on

August 2-6 for bilateral talks. 

Her trip saw a meetings with US Vice President Kamala

Harris and Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, as well as

visits to NASA, the U.S. Agency for International

Development and the U.S. International Development

Finance Corporation, among others.  

In the meeting with Harris, the two sides agreed to

strengthen strategic partnership between their

countries and discussed ways to deepen cooperation

on rare earths and critical minerals. This comes as the

US is seeking a bigger slice of Mongolia’s exports of

such minerals crucial to sustainable energy

technologies.  

Oyun-Erdene and Harris also announced that the two

countries will sign an "Open Skies" civil aviation

agreement, that facilities direct flights between the two

countries.  

Furthermore, a Memorandum of Cooperation in the

transport sector that eases the path for US investment

in Mongolia and a Memorandum of Understanding for

cooperation in the intellectual property area were

signed. 

Mongolia, that is landlocked between China and

Russia, sees the US as the “North Star for Mongolia’s

market economy and democratic values,” as expressed

by Oyun-Erdene in a statement following his meeting

with Harris.  

In the meeting between Oyun-Erdene and Austin,

which marked the first visit of a Mongolian Prime to

the Pentagon, both sides discussed ways to deepen

defense cooperation and other security challenges,

with the US defense secretary reaffirming the strength

of the U.S.-Mongolian bilateral relationship and

pointing to 20 Joint Light Tactical Vehicles that the US

will deliver to Mongolia to support UN peacekeeping

missions. [Montsame 1] [MoFA Mongolia] [The White

House] [Department of Defense, USA] [Montsame 2]

[Montsame 3] [Euractiv][Politico] 
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Mongolia-China: Bank of Mongolia renews

currency swap agreement with People's

Bank of China

(tb) The Bank of Mongolia and the People's Bank of

China have extended their bilateral currency swap

agreement to RMB 15 billion (USD 2,1 billion) /MNT

7.25 trillion.  

This renewal is set to last for three years until 2026,

with the possibility of extension if both parties reach

an agreement.  

According to the Bank of Mongolia, the renewed

currency swap agreement will foster stronger

monetary and financial collaboration between the two

central banks. It is expected to enhance bilateral trade,

boost economic development, and contribute to the

stability of financial markets. [Montsame] 

Myanmar-Singapore: Activist group

demands expulsion of Myanmar cronies

from Singapore 

(ha) Justice for Myanmar (JFM), a covert group of

activists, has called on the Singaporean government to

expel Myanmar cronies who are providing weapons

and military equipment used to commit war crimes in

Myanmar.  

According to JFM, Myanmar cronies based in

Singapore, such as Tayza and Naing Htut Aung

procured the military weapons and related equipment

needed by the military junta. Groups have also been

formed on social networking sites and are asking the

Singapore government to put more pressure on the

groups supporting the military junta. 

According to United Nations Special Rapporteur for

Myanmar, 138 Singapore organizations are known to

be trading with the military junta. 

Singapore has so far refrained from imposing a trade

embargo against Myanmar. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar-Bangladesh: Border trade

makes slow progress due to restrictions
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(wn) According to officials from the traders'

association, the border trade between Rakhine and

Bangladesh has been facing difficulties due to

restrictions on exporting goods from Myanmar.

However, there was a slight improvement in trade at

the start of this month, though the volume of trade

remains low.  

According to traders, it is important for officials from

both sides to engage in negotiations and find a prompt

resolution to resume normal trade. 

Traders operating at the border trade stations in

Maungdaw Township and Sittwe Township, located in

Rakhine State, have reported exporting various

agricultural products such as ginger, onion, and beans.

However, they have noted that the majority of their

exports consist of freshwater fish. 

In June of last year, the value of exported goods from

the Maungdaw border trade station to Bangladesh was

USD 1 million. The projected imports were USD 0.03

million, and the trade volume was expected to be USD

1.03 million. However, from June 1st to 25th, only 37

percent of this target was achieved. [VOA Burmese] 

India, Nepal prime minister hold phone

conversation on enhancing bilateral

cooperation

(na) Indian Prime Minister Modi and Nepalese Prime

Minister Dahal discussed bilateral cooperation during a

recent phone call, continuing from their talks during

Dahal's earlier visit to India. This latest conversation

continues to underscore the importance of their

relationship and highlights their commitment to

further enhancing cooperation in various sectors.

[Hindustan Times]

During Dahal's visit, India and Nepal launched

initiatives to enhance rail connectivity, trade, and

energy cooperation. This included improving

passenger travel and trade through enhanced rail links

and establishing a new integrated check post for cross-

border trade. They also revealed plans to extend the

cross-border petroleum pipeline and boost energy

cooperation, importing hydropower from Nepal and

allowing power exports to Bangladesh. Additionally, a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on cross-

border payments was signed, highlighting a renewed

commitment to mutual growth and cooperation. [BNN]
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Nepal’s Prime Minister Dahal likely to visit

China in September

(na/lm) Nepal’s Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal is

scheduled to visit China in September's third or fourth

week. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, NP Saud,

confirmed the news on August 6 and expressed

readiness to observe the visit, highlighting the

government's commitment to fostering friendly

relations with neighboring and other nations. [The

Himalayan Times]

The forthcoming China visit by Nepal’s Prime Minister

Dahal is the latest in a series of recent high-level

engagement between the two countries. Deputy Prime

Minister and Home Minister Narayan Kaji Shrestha,

Minister for Commerce and Industry Ramesh Rijal,

Chairman of National Assembly Ganesh Timalsina, and

former Speaker Agni Prasad Sapkota have visited

China. Meanwhile, delegations led by the Communist

Party of China (CPC)’s Sichuan Province Secretary Wang

Xiaohui and the International Department Liaison

Office’s Du Wenlong CPC visited Nepal.

North Korea-China: Chinese police

agencies concentrate efforts on North

Korean defectors heading to South Korea

(tms) Starting from August, authorities in Kunming,

Yunnan Province, China, will intensify measures to

prevent North Korean defectors from traveling to

South Korea, focusing on the region's southern

border.  

The police will conduct ID checks on groups of people

and increase checkpoints, detaining North Korean

nationals and repatriating them to North Korea.  

Previously, defectors who maintained a low profile

were somewhat overlooked by Chinese police, but this

approach has changed. The stricter enforcement aligns

with heightened security measures in preparation for

the upcoming Asian Games in Hangzhou, beginning in

September. [Daily NK] 

North Korea-US: No update on US soldier

who fled to North Korea, State

Department says

(tms) The United Stated Secretary of State Antony

Blinken stated North Korea has not yet provided any
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response to inquiries regarding the safety of Travis

King, a Private Second Class of the US Army, who

crossed into North Korea last month.  

The U.S. State Department mentioned that North

Korea has acknowledged receiving messages from the

United Nations Command (UNC) regarding King.

However, North Korea has not responded to U.S.

requests for confirmation about his safety or location.

[KBS] 

This incident has not only raised security concerns for

the Joint Security Area but has also highlighted an

immigration loophole in South Korea due to its limited

immigration control authority over members of the

U.S. Armed Forces stationed within the country.

[Yonhap] [Korea Herald] 

North Korea-South Korea: Kim Jong-un

inspects major weapons factories, South

Korea speculates 'multiple' purposes

(tms) Kim Jong-un, the leader of North Korea,

reportedly visited major weapons factories for various

purposes, as stated by South Korea's unification

ministry.  

The visits are believed to be in response to a planned

military exercise between Seoul and Washington and

an attempt to explore arms exports. Kim inspected key

weapons facilities, including those producing large-

caliber multiple rocket launcher shells and engines for

strategic cruise missiles.  

This visit coincided with the upcoming Ulchi Freedom

Shield exercise, an annual joint military drill between

South Korea and the United States. There were also

speculations about North Korea's potential arms

exports to Russia for use in the conflict with Kyiv.  

Pak Jong-chon, a former vice chairman of the ruling

party's central military commission, was part of Kim's

entourage during the inspections, following his

removal from the post in a key party meeting in

December.   

South Korea's unification ministry mentioned that

Kim's inspections served multiple purposes:

showcasing the country's defense achievements,

responding to the joint military drills by Seoul and

Washington, and potentially exploring arms exports.

[Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2] 
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During the factory tour, Kim used the term "the

national defense economic work" for the first time,

which experts speculate could be related to raising

foreign currency earnings and boosting the country's

economy through its defense industry.   

An increasing military cooperation is deemed between

North Korea and Russia as Kim's military parade on

July 27 included Russia's Defense Minister Sergei

Shoigu and a senior Chinese official. He also showed

Shoigu around an arms exhibition in Pyongyang,

featuring new attack and spy drones along with ICBMs.

[Yonhap 3] [Korea Times] 

Chinese vice premier visits Islamabad,

says Beijing has invested USD 25.4 billion

in Pakistan over the last decade

(mha/lm) He Lifeng, the Vice Premier of China’s State

Council and Special Representative of President Xi

Jinping, commenced a three-day official visit to

Pakistan on July 30 to attend a government-sponsored

ceremony marking the 10th anniversary of the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) program, the

flagship project of Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative.

During his stay, He held meetings with Pakistan’s

President Arif Alvi, Prime Minister Shahbaz and Chief of

Army Staff Asim Munir respectively. Both sides

exchanged in-depth views on deepening traditional

friendship and expanding practical cooperation,

among other issues.

Launched in 2013, CPEC is a corridor linking the port

city Gwadar in southwestern Pakistan with Kashgar in

northwest China's Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region.

Beijing says CPEC has brought more than USD 25

billion in direct Chinese investment to Pakistan over

the past decade for projects ranging from transport

infrastructure to power plants.

Critics, however, say many projects have suffered

delays or been briefly suspended for multiple reasons,

including a 2021 militant attack in which 13 Chinese

workers were killed by a suicide bomber targeting a

bus carrying them to the World Bank-funded Dasu

Hydropower project in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province

[see AiR No. 29, July/2021, 3]. Furthermore, Islamabad’s

declining dollar reserves have prevented the country

from paying Chinese power producers, leading to

strains in bilateral ties. [Pakistan Foreign Affairs

Ministry] [Voice of America] [Associated Press]
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Pakistan’s Prime Minister Sharif says

Afghan citizens help suicide bombers

(tj) Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has

alleged that militants behind a spate of suicide attacks

in Pakistan were helped by Afghan citizens across the

border. However, Sharif stopped short of accusing

Afghanistan's Taliban government of knowingly

allowing attacks from its soil, but said Pakistani

militants were operating from sanctuaries in the

neighboring country. [The Daily Star]

Islamabad said fighters from the Pakistan Taliban were

operating freely from Afghanistan, a charge Kabul

routinely denied. Sharif's remarks followed a security

briefing and a visit to victims of a recent blast, which

killed at least 54 people and wounded dozens more at

a gathering of the Jamiat Ulema Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), a

Sunni political party known for its links to hardline

political Islam [see AiR No. 31, August/2023, 1].

Pakistan abandons gas pipeline project

with Iran, cites United States sanctions

threat

(mha/lm) Pakistan’s minister of state for energy told

Parliament on August 4 that the government had

suspended its multibillion gas pipeline project with Iran

over threats of economic sanctions imposed by the

United States. [Middle East Monitor]

The 25-year deal to export Iran's natural gas through a

pipeline to neighboring Pakistan was signed between

the two countries in 2009 and was supposed to be

implemented by 2015. However, the project was

stalled due to US sanctions imposed on Tehran over its

nuclear program and pressure on Islamabad from

Washington. According to a revised contract in

September 2019, Iran agreed not to file a lawsuit if

Pakistan completes the pipeline by March 2024.

It was against this backdrop that Pakistani Petroleum

Minister Musadik Malik travelled to the US in May to

request Washington to either grant permission for the

construction of the gas pipeline to Iran, or to assist

Islamabad in paying an USD 18 billion penalty it could

face if it the project was not finished by March next

year [see AiR No. 22, May/2023, 5]. But to this date, the

White House is still reviewing the request.

Notably, Pakistan argues that Washington should be

willing to pay the penalty if it refuses the waiver, noting

that it exempted Chabahar Port, Iran’s only port with
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direct access to the Indian Ocean, from sanctions in

recognition of its humanitarian importance to

landlocked Afghanistan. The port is being built largely

by India and allows New Delhi to bypass rival Pakistan

to trade with Central Asia and Africa. 

Crucially, Pakistan announced its decision to suspend

the gas pipeline project just days after Iran’s Foreign

Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian visited Islamabad

for talks with his counterpart Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

The two foreign ministers also discussed a range of

other bilateral issues, including ensuring security along

their countries’ shared border, and formulated a five-

year plan for trade collaboration, aiming to achieve a

trade goal of USD 5 billion. [The Times of Israel]

[Anadolu Ajansı]

Pakistan’s army chief hosts German

counterpart to discuss regional security,

defence cooperation

(mha) The Chief of the German Army, Lieutenant

General Alfons Mais, called on Pakistan’s Chief of Army

Staff General Syed Asim Munir at the military’s General

Headquarters in Rawalpindi on August 2 to discuss

matters of mutual interest, regional security and

defence cooperation. [The Nation]

Philippines foreign minister visits

Vietnam and Laos to strengthen bilateral

cooperation

(ccf) Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique A.

Manalo led a delegation to Vietnam and Laos from July

31 to August 5, attending the 10th Philippines-Vietnam

Joint Commission on Bilateral Cooperation (JCBC) in

Hanoi and 2nd Philippines-Lao PDR JCBC in Vientiane.

The discussions covered defense matters, maritime,

economic cooperation, and people-to-people

exchanges.  

During the 10th Philippines-Vietnam JCBC, both parties

conducted a comprehensive assessment of their

bilateral relations since 2019 and the execution of the

Action Program for the Vietnam-Philippines Strategic

Partnership. They expressed satisfaction with the

favorable advancement of their cooperation in the past

four years, even during the COVID-19 pandemic.

[Vietnam Plus] 
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Both countries also reached an agreement on specific

strategies to augment maritime and oceanic

cooperation, such as the resolution of unauthorized

fishing activities. Both parties also underscored their

dedication to endorsing each other within multilateral

settings, particularly ASEAN and the United Nations.

[Asia News Network] 

During the 2nd Philippines-Lao PDR JCBC, the

Philippines and Laos affirmed their commitment to

healthcare enhancement, especially in response to the

COVID-19 pandemic. Manalo added that the recent

pandemic provided new flesh to the bilateral

Agreement on Cooperation in Public Health, first

signed in 1997. [Department of Foreign Affairs

Philippines] 

Both countries also announced plans to expand upon

a future agreement on basic education. The specific

details of the agreement have not been disclosed yet,

but it shall build upon the 2017 Philippine-Laos

Academic Cooperation in Higher Education. Manalo

highlighted the importance of education cooperation

given both countries’ youthful populations and

potential for a “demographic dividend”. The goal is to

equip their young people with skills for societal

progress. [Philippine News Agency] 

France allots EUR 200,000 to Philippines’

healthy meal program

(ccf) During a recent visit to Manila, French Minister of

State for Development, Francophonie, and

International Partnerships Chrysoula Zacharopoulou

affirmed France’s keenness to cooperate with the

Philippines on matters of food security, defense, and

climate change. 

Zacharopoulou underscored France's agricultural

expertise and commitment to food security. France has

already allotted 200,000 euros to support healthy

school meals in the Philippines through the World

Food Program. On matters of defense, France

continues to monitor developments in the South China

Sea. The Indo-Pacific region holds significance for

France given the European Union’s adoption of the

Indo-Pacific Strategy. [ABS-CBN News] 

Philippine senate condemns China's

actions in West Philippine Sea
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(ccf) The Philippine Senate has unanimously passed a

resolution condemning China for its persistent

mistreatment of Filipino fishermen and unauthorized

entries into waters claimed by the Philippines in the

West Philippine Sea (WPS). This resolution, a fusion of

drafts by Senators Risa Hontiveros and Senate

President Juan Miguel Zubiri, emerges amidst

heightened tensions in the contested region due to

China's “nine-dash” line claim. [Senate of the

Philippines] [Inquirer.net] 

The Senate's resolution calls upon President Ferdinand

Marcos Jr.'s administration to uphold and protect the

nation's sovereign rights, starting with diplomatic

engagement with China. If diplomatic efforts prove

ineffective, the resolution outlines several steps such

as internationalizing China's breach of a 2016 arbitral

ruling favoring the Philippines, rallying support from

multiple nations, and raising the matter at the United

Nations General Assembly. [Philstar.com] 

Following the resolution’s adoption, Marcos Jr.

downplayed the resolution's potential impact on

international measures and reiterated his commitment

to preserving territorial integrity. Marcos Jr. has

previously criticized China's assertive maritime

behaviors, while striving to sustain stable relations.

However, his critics such as Senator Hontiveros have

decried his actions as insufficient in curbing China’s

behavior in the disputed waters. [The Diplomat] 

Since then, a new incident ignited tensions when the

Philippines accused China’s Coast Guard of having

fired its water cannon at Philippine vessels in the

disputed South China Sea on August 6. China has since

responded that it exercised “necessary controls”

against boats that had “illegally” entered its territorial

waters. [CNN] 

United States news outlets ‘misguided’ to

expect Singapore to follow Washington,

Beijing, ambassador says

(lm) Singapore’s ambassador to the United States in a

letter to the Washington Post said a recent article by the

publication would “wrongly suggest” that the

largest Singaporean Chinese-language newspaper,

Lianhe Zaobao, echoes Chinese propaganda. The envoy

also said it was “misguided” for American news outlets

to believe that Singapore would follow either

Washington or Beijing. [CNA]

The letter, made available by Singapore's Ministry of

Foreign Affairs on August 5, was issued to the editor of
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the Washington Post in response to its article In

Singapore, Loud Echoes of Beijing’s Positions Generate

Anxiety [see The Washington Post].

Gulf Cooperation Council-Singapore

economic ties get boost as officials meet

in Riyadh

(lm) Economic relations between the six-member Gulf

Cooperation Council (GCC) and Singapore received a

boost following a meeting between officials from the

two sides in the Saudi capital, Riyadh, that centered on

ways to enhance cooperation in several areas of

interest. [Arab News]

Reiterating the latest developments on the free trade

agreement signed between the two sides in 2008, the

GCC official stressed the need to bolster ties between

the GCC and the Association of Southeast Asian

Nations, of which Singapore is a member. The

agreement covers issues related to trade, rules of

origin, customer procedures, services, and government

procedures. 

South Korea-Uzbekistan: Agreement on

stronger defense cooperation 

(cx) On August 2, the South Korean Ministry of Defense

announced that the defense minister Lee Jong-sup

held a defense ministerial meeting in Uzbekistan with

his Uzbek counterpart Bakhodir Kurbanov to discuss

cooperation in people-to-people exchanges,

information and communication technology,

cybersecurity, military training and the defense

industry.  

The two ministers also attended a ceremony where a

South Korean defense firm and the Uzbek arms

acquisition authorities signed a memorandum of

understanding to cooperate in establishing production

facilities for military optical products.  

Lee requested Kurbanov’s support on South Korea’s

North Korean policy and invited him to the 2023 Seoul

Security Dialogue and the Seoul International

Aerospace and Defense Exhibition. Lee also held

separate talks with the Uzbek National Security Council

Secretary Viktor Makhmudov to further discuss

collaboration in security and defense sectors. [Yonhap]

[Ministry of National Defense, South Korea] 
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South Korea-US: Continuing cooperation

in securing key minerals, supply chains,

advanced technologies

(cx) South Korea’s Second Vice Foreign Minister Oh

Young-ju and Jose Fernandez, the US Under Secretary

of State for Economic Growth, Energy and the

Environment held phone talks on August 3 to discuss

ways to increase cooperation on critical minerals and

economic security.  

The two ministers agreed to collaborate to ensure

stable supply chains for major minerals within the

Minerals Security Partnership framework. They are

also expected to meet in person at the eighth Senior

Economic Dialogue (SED) later this year.  

The SED is an economic cooperation consultation

channel between the South Korean foreign ministry

and the US State Department. [Yonhap 1] [Twitter] 

Meanwhile, South Korean First Vice Industry Minister

Jang Young-jin met with officials from the US

Commerce Department and related institutions,

including BRIDG, SAE International, NAATBatt, SWRI

and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, in

Dallas on August 4 to review the progress of their

cooperation on next-generation technologies.  

The two countries explored joint research and

development projects and plan to launch them in

2024. Jang has also pledged that the South Korean

government would expand investment in R&D projects

on industry technologies and enact reforms to better

support researchers. [Yonhap 2] 

In April, South Korea and the US signed 23

memorandums of understandings meant to boost

bilateral cooperation on advanced industries and

energy fields, such as batteries, robots and nuclear

power generation [see AiR No. 18, May/2023, 1].  

South Korea-France: Meeting on North

Korean nuclear threat at NPT Review

Conference held

(cx) Amidst the 1stPreparatory Committee of the 11th

Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review

Conference, the foreign ministries of South Korea and

France co-hosted an event addressing the North

Korean nuclear issue. The event brought together key

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-juj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jut/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjtbhl-l-jud/


stakeholders to discuss the challenge posed by North

Korea's nuclear and missile programs to the global

non-proliferation regime.  

The side event, held on August 2, included the

participation of Yoon Jong-kwon, South Korea’s

Director-General for Nuclear Non-proliferation and

Foreign Affairs, and Teymouraz Gorgestani, head of the

Department of Non-proliferation of Nuclear Arms from

the French Foreign Ministry.  

Yoon expressed concern over North Korea's ongoing

nuclear and missile development, he called for

international support for South Korea's commitment to

realizing North Korea's denuclearization. 

The event also announced plans for a joint Statement

with allies from various regions, including France, the

US, and Japan. The statement will urge North Korea to

return to its NPT obligations and pursue complete,

verifiable, and irreversible denuclearization. [Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]  

South Korea-Japan:  Consultation on

Middle East policy held

(cx) Director-General Kim Eun-jung of South Korea's

Ministry of Foreign Affairs' Middle East and Africa

Affairs Bureau met with Nagaoka Kansuke, Director-

General of Japan's Middle East and Africa Bureau, for

the 10th Korea-Japan Director-General-level Middle

East Policy Consultation. 

The meeting focused on recent political changes in the

Middle East and reinforced the need for continuous

information exchange between the two countries,

which hold similar positions on Middle East issues.

Both sides agreed to strengthen cooperation to

address the region's rapidly changing situation.

[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea] 

South Korea- Guinea-Bissau: Top

diplomats discuss food security and

bilateral ties

(cx) South Korea Foreign Minister Park jin held talks

with Bissau-Guinean Foreign Minister, Suzi Carla

Barbosa, on August 7 to discuss bilateral cooperation

in agriculture, security, and various other fields.  
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The meeting took place in Seoul and both ministers

agreed to cooperate in achieving food security and

increasing rice productivity. Guinea-Bissau is one of

the eight African countries participating in South

Korea’s "K-rice belt" initiative, which provides them

with high-yield rice varieties and South Korean farming

expertise.  

Park and Barbosa agreed to deepen bilateral ties as

this year marks the 40th anniversary of the

establishment of South Korean-Bissau-Guinean

diplomatic ties. They explored cooperation in areas

such as health, trade, and education, and proposed

expanding collaboration to various fields, including

public policy, e-government, and digital technology.

They also discussed recent security concerns on the

Korean peninsula and instability in West Africa.  

Park also maintained that South Korea is planning to

host a summit with African countries in 2024 to

strengthen ties on the continent. Park expressed his

hope that President Umaro Sissoco Embalo will attend

the meeting.  [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]

[Yonhap] 

South Korea-North Korea: South Korea

top general checks miliatry readiness for

North Korea attack 

(cx) The Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Kim Seung-

kyum inspected front-line Air Force, Navy and Marine

units on August 7 to check readiness to anticipate

North Korean provocations ahead of a major South

Korea-US military exercise.  

Kim inspected the Air Force's Eighth Fighter Wing in

Wonju, a forward-deployed naval unit and a Marine

Corps unit on the border island of Yeonpyeong.  

Kim’s visit came as South Korea and the US prepare to

hold the annual Ulchi Freedom Shield (UFS) exercise

this month. North Korea has denounced the exercise

as a war rehearsal against it.  

During his inspections, Kim stated that North Korea

may increase the threat and intensity of its

provocation as a response to the UFS exercise. He

called for a readiness posture that would enable an

"immediate response" in the event of a provocation.

[Yonhap] 
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South Korea-Ukraine: Up to 30

businesspeople at a time allowed to travel

to Ukraine for reconstruction projects

(cx) South Korea has decided to grant up 30

businesspeople at a time special travel exceptions to

visit Ukraine for potential reconstruction projects.  

Seoul has expressed its intent to actively help rebuild

Ukraine, with various sectors of the business

community also aligning with the move. Thus, the

government will grant exceptions to the travel ban

placed on Ukraine.  

In addition to capping the number of travelers to 30,

the government has limited the length of their stay to

two weeks per trip. The Foreign Ministry will begin

accepting applications from businesspeople this

month. 

The government also announced that a delegation led

by Land Minister Won Hee-ryong will visit Ukraine later

this month to discuss rebuilding projects with

Ukrainian officials. 

Separately, the Industry Ministry is organizing a

delegation consisting of energy and plant companies,

aiming to visit Ukraine in October. 

These efforts come after President Yoon Suk-yeol

made a surprise visit to Ukraine in July and promised

to provide a package of security, humanitarian and

reconstruction assistance. [Yonhap] 

First consignments of fuel from Chinese

company Sinopec arrive in Sri Lanka

(lf) 42,000 metric tons of petroleum products from

Chinese retail fuel company Sinopec arrived at the Port

of Colombo on August 1. The petrol, which was

shipped in two consignments, is the first to be

eventually sold in Sri Lanka by oil and gas enterprise

Sinopec, which is based in Beijing and operates

throughout the world. This follows the signing of a

long-term agreement with the Sri Lankan Power and

Energy Ministry for Sinopec to import, store and

distribute petroleum through stations across the

country. The partnership is aimed at creating a steady

and stable supply of fuel for Sri Lankan citizens. 

These first two consignments are the beginning of a

relationship that is intended to result in 150 fully

operations refill stations operating across Sri Lanka.
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Sinopec, however, is not completely free from scrutiny,

as its subsidiary company Unipec has been criticized

for being an intermediary for banned Russian oil. [Daily

Mirror]

Female Sri Lankan parliamentarians make

study visit to New Zealand 

(lf) Members of the Women Parliamentarians’ Caucus

of Sri Lanka made a study visit to New Zealand from

July 27 to August 5. The trip, which was funded by the

United States Agency for International Development

(USAID), aimed to identify ways to promote gender

diversity and encourage Sri Lankan women to engage

with politics in Sri Lanka. The group, made up of twelve

parliamentarians, met with two of New Zealand’s

former female Prime Ministers, Dame Helen Clark and

Dame Jacinda Ardern. 

In addition to witnessing displays of traditional Maori

culture, the members of the Caucus attended talks

about creating effective policy targeted at empowering

women centering on policies that New Zealand has

experienced success with, including equal pay

legislation, paid parental leave, and reducing childhood

poverty. Further lectures about civil marriage reform

and encouraging women to save money for retirement

were also provided. 

New Zealand and Sri Lanka share cordial bilateral

relations as trade partners and members of the

Commonwealth of Nations. The relative similarity of

the two nations’ geographical size was an identifying

factor in choosing New Zealand to host the study visit.

Michael Appleton, the High Commissioner of New

Zealand to Sri Lanka, noted in a post to X that the

weeklong trip was a bipartisan effort, as the women

met with “politicians from a wide range of parties, and

thanked USAID for supporting and funding the effort.

[Daily Mirror] [Daily News]

Sri Lanka’s foreign minister visits Iran for

bilateral talks

(lf) Sri Lanka’s Foreign Minister Ali Sabry made an

official visit to Iran from August 4 – 7 for bilateral

discussions. The visit came at the invitation of Sabry’s

Iranian counterpart Hossein Amir-Abdollahian. 

The two foreign ministers met for talks on August 5,

where a range of bilateral matters were discussed
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between the two nations. Amir-Abdollahian noted that

both Sri Lanka and Iran shared goals to expand

cultural, scientific and tourism collaboration, while

asserting that the export of technologies, medicines

and resources were of interests to the diplomats of

both countries.

Agreements that had been signed by both countries

but have not yet been fully implemented were also

discussed, as was future collaboration in stamping out

human and drug trafficking between the two countries.

Discussions were also held on the release of prisoners

between the two nations, who expressed a desire to

undertake this process in a humane manner. [Daily

Mirror]  

Sabry met with Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi on

August 6, where the rising bilateral relations between

the two countries were praised. President Raisi

indicated his nation’s willingness to share its scientific

discoveries with Sri Lanka to facilitate its development

without “colonial and self-interested foreign

interference”. Sabry also praised Iran for its

achievements in spite of international sanctions.

[Tehran Times]

Discussions were also held with the Governor of the

Reserve Bank of Iran Mohammad Reza Farzin on

August 6. Sabry praised the advocacy of Iran for Sri

Lanka in the IMF as the two men discussed the

potential for intimate banking and financial exchanges.

[Daily Mirror]

The foreign minister’s visit has been observed as a

crucial step in the diversification of Sri Lanka’s

international relations, as the island country seeks to

find new partners in its post-IMF bailout policies. Both

nations have retained cordial, yet tempered relations,

however with the meetings held between Sabry and

various Iranian politicians, the potential to deepen the

bilateral ties between both countries has increased.

[Foreign Brief] 

Taiwan-US: Bill approving trade

agreement signed into law

(dql) On August 7, US President Joe Biden signed into

law the United States-Taiwan Initiative on 21st-Century

Trade First Agreement Implementation Act, in a major

step towards deepening US-Taiwan trade relations. 

The Act approves the first agreement signed on June 1

under the US-Taiwan Initiative on 21st Century Trade.

The agreement involves streamlining customs
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procedures, combating corruption and assisting small

businesses navigate regulatory procedures in both

markets. However, market-access provisions and tariff

reductions or exemptions are not covered. 

Furthermore, the Act commits the government to

consult Congress for future agreements under the

initiative. [The White House, USA] 

In the making in both chambers of the Congress is a

bill that the government to negotiate a tax agreement

aimed at relieving residents in US and Taiwan from

double taxation. [South China Morning Post] 

Israeli delegation visits Taiwan, meets

President Tsai

(ed) On August 4, Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen

met with a visiting Israeli parliamentary delegation to

discuss bilateral ties and areas of potential future

cooperation. 

President Tsai drew on Israel and Taiwan’s shared

experiences as democracies standing up to

authoritarian threats, and specifically suggested

further cooperation in cybersecurity, a field in which

Israel is a global leader.  

The six-member Israeli delegation included members

from multiple parties and is visiting Taiwan on a six-

day trip. The delegation leader Yorai Lahav Hertzanu

described both Taiwan and Israel as believing in liberal

democratic values and equality and hoped that both

countries could combine their comparative advantages

in technology. 

It is unclear whether President Tsai’s comments on

authoritarianism was referencing the Israeli

government’s controversial judicial reform plan, which

has sparked mass protests and has been criticized as

putting Israel on the path to authoritarianism. [Focus

Taiwan] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of China

(Taiwan), in Chinese] [Office of the President, Republic

of China (Taiwan)] 

Japan opposition leader visits Taiwan,

calls for defense cooperation

(ed) This week, the leader of Japan’s second largest

opposition party, Nobuyuki Babi of Nippon Ishin no

Kai, visited Taiwan, heading a delegation of nine other

party legislators. 
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At a news conference on August 2, Baba stated that

“Taiwan’s peace is Japan’s peace” and called for

cooperation between the two countries in deterring a

potential Chinese invasion. Baba said an invasion

would be an emergency for Japan also, citing the

25,000 Japanese living in Taiwan, as well as the close

proximity of Taiwan to Japan’s southern islands. 

However, Baba did not dismiss cooperation with China,

due to the many Japanese businesses that have

operations in China. Instead, as Japan is a democracy,

it should not accept everything China orders. 

The opposition party leader also visited Taiwanese

President Tsai Ing-wen on August 2. President Tsai

thanked Nippon Ishin no Kai for frequently speaking

up for Taiwan’s interest in Japan’s parliament. She

hoped that the party will continue to press for Japan’s

support of Taiwan’s bid to join the Comprehensive and

Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership

(CPTPP). [Focus Taiwan] [Office of the President,

Republic of China (Taiwan)] 

Philipine protesters tear down the

Vietnamese flag at embassy

(km) Around 50 Philippine nationals protested in front

of Vietnamese embassy in Philipine on Aug 1 over the

presence of Vietnamese fishermen in the Kalayaan

group of islands, accusing Vietnam of militarizing in the

West Philipine Sea. The Vietnamese flag was teared

down during the protest. [The Manila Times]

Vietnam’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs urged the

Philippines to strictly deal with the protesters.

[VnExpress]  

Vietnam opposes China’s military drills in

South China Sea

(km) Vietnam’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has called on

China to cease its actions in the South China Sea,

including military drills that violate Vietnam’s

sovereignty. [hanoitimes.vn]

The call was made after the China Maritime Safety

Administration announced their military trainings in

South China sea from July 29 to Aug 2.  Vessels were

banned from entering the area during training.  The

area covered large area of sea including Paracels island

and Macclesfield bank which are also claimed by

Vietnam and Taiwan. [Reuters]
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Vietnam-China: 16th round of negotiations

of working group on less sensitive sea-

related field held

(km) Vietnam and China held 16th round of talks of the

working group on less sensitive sea-related fields in Da

Nang city from Aug 2-3.  

The two sides had in-depth discussions on increasing

cooperation in less sensitive sea related fields, and

reviewed implementations of some existing

agreements and projects. [VietnamPlus]

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming Online Events

9 August 2023 @ 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. (GMT-5),

Wilson Center, USA 

A Conversation with Henrique Capriles,

Presidential Candidate for Venezuela’s

Primero Justicia Party

In October, Venezuela’s opposition holds its

presidential primary in advance of the 2024 election.

The voting will take place in immensely difficult political

conditions for the beleaguered democratic opposition.

So join this event to learn more about Venezuela’s

election and the changing strategies of the democratic

opposition.  

For more information, visit [Wilson Center]. 
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10 August 2023 @ 11:00-12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The

Heritage Foundation, USA 

God as a Public Truth 

In the past, American legal and political institutions

departed from this founding consensus. They began to

treat the existence of God and a natural moral law as

sectarian beliefs that have little or no place in the

public square. This event is focus on The Return of the

God Hypothesis: Three Scientific Discoveries That

Reveal the Mind Behind the Universe. 

For more information, visit [Heritage]. 

14 August 2023 @ 14:00-15:00 P.M. (GMT+10),

Australian Institute of International Affairs (AIIA),

Australia

The Myanmar Conflict and its Implications

in the Indo-Pacific's Strategic Competition

Landscape

Myanmar gained independence from Britain in 1948 as

a parliamentary democracy. A 1962 coup led by

General Ne Win, chief of the country's military,

installed a military junta and gave the army sweeping

constitutional, political, and economic power. Dr

Miemie Winn Byrd on a brief visit to Australia to

discuss her insights into this ongoing and intractable

crisis. 

Learn more about the event at [AIIA]. 

15 August 2023 @ 11:00-11:45 a.m. (GMT-4), The

Heritage Foundation, USA 

China’s Future Naval Bases: New

Empirical Data Points to Likely Places 

Harboring Global Ambitions draws on primary data

collection of project-level financial flows dating back to

2000. A comprehensive review of 123 seaport projects

totaling $29.9 billion at 78 different ports in 46

countries points to eight potentially viable short-term

Chinese naval basing options. This analysis marks an

important and unique contribution to better

understand China's global port financing portfolio and

contend with China’s efforts to rule the seas. 

For more information, visit [Heritage]. 
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Recent and Upcoming Book Releases

Peter Heather, Christendom: The Triumph of a

Religion, AD 300-1300, Knopf, 726, published April 4,

2023. A review is available at [Washington Independent

Review of Books].

Kristina Stoeckl and Dmitry Uzlaner, The Moralist

International: Russia in the Global Culture Wars,

Fordham University Press, 208 pages, published

December 20, 2022. For a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Bethany Allen, Beijing Rules: How China Weaponized

Its Economy to Confront the World, Harper, 336 pages,

published August 1, 2023. The book is reviewed in [The

Guardian].

Tahir Hamut Izgil, Waiting to Be Arrested at Night: A

Uyghur Poet's Memoir of China's Genocide, Penguin

Press, 272 pages, published August 1, 2023. To read a

review, visit [The New York Times].

Valmiki Faleiro, Goa, 1961: The Complete Story of

Nationalism and Integration, Vintage Books, 408

pages,published July 24, 2023, reviewed in [Asian

Review of Books].

Lisa Dellmuth and Jonas Tallberg, Legitimacy

Politics: Elite Communication and Public Opinion in

Global Governance, Cambridge University Press, 250

pages, published January 26, 2023. For a review, see

[Foreign Affairs]

Arseli Dokumaci, Activist Affordances: How Disabled

People Improvise More Habitable Worlds, Duke

University Press Books, 336 pages, published April 7,

2023. For a review, see [LSE].

Calls

The University of Cologne invites paper proposals for

its symposium “Misappropriation and Human Rights

Implosion,” to be held on November 6-8, 2023, at

Schloss Herrenhausen, Hannover. The deadline for

abstract submission is August 14, 2023. For more

information, see [University of Cologne].

The Greece and Cyprus office of Friedrich Naumann

Foundation for Freedom invites paper proposals for

its international conference “The challenges of liberal

democracy today,” scheduled for December 8-9, 2023.

For more information, see [Freiheit]
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The Council for Innovation Promotion (C4IP) invites

proposals for intellectual property policy research

projects to be supported with grants up to USD 25,000.

For more details, see [C4IP].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a French Web & Social Media Editor to

be based in Remote Work. Applications are accepted

until August 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Recruitment Assistant to be based in

Istanbul, Turkey. Applications are accepted until

August 20, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks an Information Management Officer to

be based in Juba, South Sudan, and Sudan.

Applications are accepted until August 18, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Human Resources Associate to be

based in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. Applications are

accepted until August 18, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Finance and Administration Officer to

be based in Vientiane, Laos. Applications are accepted

until August 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an

Operational Information Management Officer to be

based in Italy. Applications are accepted until August

28, 2023. More information is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an

Administration Assistant to be based in not specified.

Applications are accepted until August 19, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Nutritionist to be based in South Sudan. Applications

are accepted until August 19, 2023. More information

is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an Aviation

Officer to be based in Kabul, Afghanistan. Applications
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are accepted until August 17, 2023. More information

is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Business

Support Assistant to be based in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Applications are accepted until August 17, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Technical Consultant, to be based in Beijing, China

and Remote Work. Applications are accepted until

August 17, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNICEF]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Leading Consultant, to be based in Beijing, China and

Remote Work. Applications are accepted until August

17, 2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a National Consultant, to be based in Cambodia.

Applications are accepted until August 20, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Consultant, to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Applications are accepted until August 17, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

Translators, to be based in Chisinau, Moldova.

Applications are accepted until August 31, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

Executive Associate, to be based in New Delhi and

Delhi, India. Applications are accepted until August 18,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Consultant, to be based in Multiple locations.

Applications are accepted until August 18, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

Associate, to be based in Manila, Philippines.

Applications are accepted until August 18, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

Epidemiologist, to be based in Lyon, France.

Applications are accepted until August 25, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Technical Officer, to be based in Skopje, Macedonia.
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Applications are accepted until August 24, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Human Resources Officer to be based in New York,

United States. Applications are accepted until

September 16, 2023. More information is provided as

[UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Intern to be based in New York, United States.

Applications are accepted until October 1, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Political Affairs Officer to be based in Dakar, Senegal.

Applications are accepted until August 14, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Associate Programme Officer to be based in Geneva,

Switzerland. Applications are accepted until September

2, 2023. More information is provided as [UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Economic Affairs Officer to be based in Gebze, Turkey.

Applications are accepted until August 17, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Humanitarian Access and Security Director, to be

based in Jordan. Applications are accepted until

September 4, 2023. More information is provided as

[IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Senior Localization and Partnerships Coordinator, to

be based in Ukraine. Applications are accepted until

September 4, 2023. More information is provided as

[IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Quality Assurance Coordinator, to be based in United

States. Applications are accepted until October 3, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an

Employment Services Caseworker, to be based in

United States. Applications are accepted until October

3, 2023. More information is provided as [IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Budget Officer, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until October 3, 2023. More

information is provided as [IRC]. 
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a National Agribusiness Enterprise Specialist, to be

based in Davao, Philippines. Applications are accepted

until August 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Projects Coordinator, to be based in Freetown, Sierra

Leone. Applications are accepted until August 18, 2023.

More information is provided as [FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Meetings Associate, to be based in Rome, Italy.

Applications are accepted until August 18, 2023. More

information is provided as [FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Client Support Associate, to be based in Budapest,

Hungary. Applications are accepted until August 18,

2023. More information is provided as [FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Finance Associate, to be based in Budapest,

Hungary. Applications are accepted until August 18,

2023. More information is provided as [FAO]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Consultant Specialist, to be based in

Panama City, Panama. Applications are accepted until

August 22, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Finance and Budget Assistant, to be

based in Kingston, Jamaica. Applications are accepted

until September 1, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks an Advisor, to be based in Paris, France

and Colombia. Applications are accepted until August

23, 2023. More information is provided as [UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Project Coordination Consultant, to be

based in Paris, France. Applications are accepted until

August 22, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Training Consultant, to be based in

Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted until August

10, 2023. More information is provided as [UNEP]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Programme Support Officer, to be based in
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Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until August

16, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a HR Assistant, to be based in Philippines.

Applications are accepted until August 10, 2023. More

information is provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Procurement Assistant, to be based in

Philippines. Applications are accepted until August 15,

2023. More information is provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Programme Manager, to be based in Bangkok,

Thailand. Applications are accepted until August 15,

2023. More information is provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Regional Transition and Recovery Officer, to

be based in Vienna, Austria. Applications are accepted

until August 15, 2023. More information is provided as

[IOM]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an Associate Electrical Engineer, to be

based in Islamabad, Pakistan. Applications are

accepted until August 20, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNOPS]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Programme Development Lead, to be

based in Remote Work. Applications are accepted until

August 23, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNOPS]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Biomedical Engineer, to be based in

Remote Work. Applications are accepted until August

22, 2023. More information is provided as [UNOPS]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Finance Assistant, to be based in

Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted until

September 1, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNOPS]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an Intern, to be based in Copenhagen,

Denmark. Applications are accepted until August 15,

2023. More information is provided as [UNOPS]. 

The College of Literature Science and the Arts at

the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan is

inviting applications for Associate Professor positions.
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The application submission deadline is not specified.

For more details, see [University of Michigan]. 

Bucknell University's Department of Political

Science in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania is inviting

applications for a tenure-track position in American

Politics. The application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Bucknell University]. 

Baylor University in Texas, United States is inviting

applications for faculty positions. The application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [Baylor University]. 

Murray State University in Kentucky, United States is

inviting applications for the position of Assistant

Professor. The application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Murray State

University]. 

The Rochester Institute of Technology in New York,

United States is inviting applications for the position of

a tenure-track Assistant Professor in the Department

of Public Policy. The application submission deadline is

not specified. For more details, see [Rochester Institute

of Technology]. 

Juniata College in Pennsylvania, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Computer Science position. The application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[Juniata College]. 

Carnegie Mellon University in Pennsylvania, United

States is inviting applications for a Teaching Assistant

position. The application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Carnegie Mellon

University]. 

Carnegie Mellon University in Pennsylvania, United

States is inviting applications for a Postdoctoral

Research Fellow position. The application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[Carnegie Mellon University]. 

Occidental College in California, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor

position. The application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Occidental College]. 

The Department of Politics at Washington and Lee

University in Virginia, United States is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor of Politics

position. The application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Washington and Lee

University]. 
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The Department of Government at Claremont

McKenna College in California, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

Public Law position. The application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[Claremont McKenna College]. 

The Department of Political Science at the

University of Massachusetts Boston in Boston,

Massachusetts is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor position. The application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[University of Massachusetts Boston]. 

The College of Arts and Sciences at the University

of Colorado Boulder in Colorado, United States is

inviting applications for the position of Visiting Scholar

in Conservative Thought and Policy. The application

submission deadline is October 2, 2023. For more

details, see [University of Colorado Boulder]. 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Florida,

United States is inviting applications for an Adjunct

Faculty position. The application submission deadline

is not specified. For more details, see [Embry-Riddle

Aeronautical University]. 

The US Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs,

Colorado is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor of Military and Strategic Studies position.

The application submission deadline is not specified.

For more details, see [US Air Force Academy]. 

The Department of Political Science, International

Affairs, and Public Administration at East

Tennessee State University in Johnson City,

Tennessee is inviting applications for a position of

Assistant Professor of International Affairs and

Comparative Politics. Application submission deadline

is October 1, 2023. For more details, see [East

Tennessee State University]. 

The Department of Political Science, International

Affairs, and Public Administration at East

Tennessee State University in Johnson City,

Tennessee is inviting applications for a position of

Assistant Professor of American Politics and Public

Administration. Application submission deadline is

October 15, 2023. For more details, see [East

Tennessee State University]. 

The Department of Political Science, International

Affairs, and Public Administration at East

Tennessee State University in Johnson City,

Tennessee is inviting applications for apposition of

Assistant Professor of Public Administration and
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American Politics. The application submission deadline

is December 1, 2023. For more details, see [East

Tennessee State University]. 

Durham University, United Kingdom, is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor in Public Policy

position. The application submission deadline is

September 27, 2023. For more details, see [Durham

University]. 

The Department of Mathematics at the University

of Missouri in Missouri, United States, is inviting

applications for a position of Assistant Professor of

Mathematics. The application submission deadline is

open until filled. For more details, see [University of

Missouri]. 
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to: info@cpg-online.de
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browse our website for other updates and news! 
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