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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the
Independence Day of Congo, the Dominican Republic,
Gabon, Indonesia and Pakistan as well as the National
Liberation Day of South Korea this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU



Main Sections

e Constitutional Law and -Politics, Human Rights and
National Security in East Asia

e Constitutional Law and -Politics, Human Rights and
National Security in South Asia

e Constitutional Law and -Politics, Human Rights and
National Security in Southeast Asia

® [nternational Relations, Geopolitics and Security in
Asia

* Announcements

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
East Asia

China: More than 140 state-owned
enterprise officials detailed over
corruption suspicion

(dqgl) According to the Central Commission for
Discipline Inspection, China’s top anti-corruption
agency, 142 officials from state-owned enterprises
(SOEs) have been detained for corruption
investigations from January to June this year. An
additional 200 turned themselves in.

The data were released in a report released on August
10 which also detailed that nearly 60 of the detained
had been members of the Communist Party
committee at their companies. This number is
significant as committee members typically hold top



decision-making positions at companies within China’s
party-state system.

The report further revealed that the inspection focused
on areas vulnerable to corruption, including large
infrastructure projects, procurement, mergers and
acquisitions, and mixed-ownership reforms of SOEs,
while also targeting senior cadres at the State-owned
Assets Supervision and Administration Commission
and at large SOEs, such as China Huaneng Group,
China State Shipbuilding Corporation, PetroChina,
State Grid Corporation, China FAW Group, Sinochem
and China Post. [South China Morning Post]

In a separate development, more than 170 party
secretaries or heads of hospitals have been detained
over the past weeks in the course of a "sweeping, more
vigorous than ever" anti-corruption campaign in the
healthcare sector. [Global Times]

China: New laws on facial recognition by
businesses underway

(dqgl) The Cyberspace Administration has released on
August 8 draft rules that indicate plans to curb the use
of facial recognition technology by businesses, with
non-biometric personal identification methods
suggested instead and using facial recognition
requiring individual consent.

Under the draft rules the misuse of facial recognition
technology by entities and in public spaces including
banks, airports, hotels, sporting facilities, museums,
and libraries, is prohibited. Furthermore, all entities
currently using the technology in public space, or those
that store over 10,000 facial recognition records, will
have to register with their local internet regulator
within 30 working days.

However, a certain ambiguity remains. The use of
technology to process facial recognition information is
allowed only under “certain conditions” and when
there is “sufficient” need. However, it is not specified
what those conditions are or what would constitute
such a need. In addition, individual consent is not
required for certain administrative situations, which
the draft does not specify, while the use of existing
national systems is proposed if facial recognition is
used.

The move comes after China has been establishing a
vastly expanded its domestic surveillance system

under President Xi Jinping over the last decade, with
estimated 700 million surveillance cameras installed
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across the country. This development has put China
the forefront of global facial recognition technology for
years and produced a new generation of companies
that offer sophisticated technology at ever-lower
prices. [CNBC] [South China Morning Post] [T_HQ]

China: Release on bail granted to suspects
of funding 2019 Hong Kong anti-
government protests

(dgl) The Hong Kong police announced on August 12
that release on bail has been granted to ten suspects
linked to a now-disbanded fund for protesters in the
2019 anti-government unrest.

Four men and six women - all former staff member or
people affiliated with the 612 Humanitarian Relief Fund
- were arrested two days earlier by the Hong Kong
national security police over suspicion of conspiring to
collude with foreign forces to endanger national
security and inciting riots by receiving donations from
foreign organizations to support calls for sanctions
against Hong Kong. [South China Morning Post]

Established in 2019, the fund has provided more than
USD 2 million to protesters facing prosecution or
financial hardship. It was disbanded in 2021. [South
China Morning Post]

In a latest development, Jimmy Lai, founder of the now
defunct government-critical Apple Daily newspaper,
and six other prominent Hong Kong pro-democracy
advocates have had part of their convictions quashed
by Hong Kong's court of appeal, over their roles in one
of the biggest pro-democracy protests in 2019.

The court upheld the conviction of attending the
assembly but found that they were not liable for
organizing the assembly turned march on August 18,
2019 [see AIR No. 34, August/2019, 3]. [The Guardian]

In 2021, the seven had been found guilty of organizing
and participating in an unauthorized assembly [see AIR
No. 16, April/2021, 3].

Japan: Approval rate of Prime Minister
Kishida’s cabinet drops to 26.6 percent

(ed) According to a poll by Jiji Press, the approval rate
of Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's cabinet fell to 26.6
percent in August, a decline of 4.2 percentage points.
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This three-month consecutive decline in the Prime
Minister’s approval rating nears the record low 26.5
percent recorded in January. The cabinet’s disapproval
rating grew 8.1 percent points to 47.4 percent, the
highest figure since Kishida took office in October
2021.

The Prime Minister's high disapproval rating comes
with his government's mishandling of the introduction
of the My Number card, a new ID card integrating tax
and social security data. The new card has come with a
string of errors whereby people’s health insurance and
social security details have been mixed, sending
payments to the wrong people [see AR N0.32,
August/2023, 2].

69 percent of respondents to the poll believed that the
Prime Minister has not exercised leadership in dealing

with the My Number card, in spite of his public apology
for the errors made last week.

While support of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) declined to 21.1 percent, the lowest since the
beginning of the current Kishida administration, the
support of the next largest party, Nippon Ishin no Kai,
also declined to 4.2 percent. [Japan Times] [Jiji Press]

Japan: Defense Ministry seeking a record
high budget of USD 49 billion for fiscal
2024

(ed) A source has suggested that the Japanese Defense
Ministry will seek a record high budget of JPY 7 trillion
(USD 49 billion) for the 2024 fiscal year, up from 2023's
record high budget of JPY 6.8 trillion.

The request for a larger budget comes as Japan’s
armed forces grapple with intensifying threats from
neighboring countries such as China, North Korea and
Russia. In December 2022, Japan updated its National
Security Strategy to strengthen its counterstrike
capabilities in a major shift away from its longstanding
pacifist security policy established after the Second
World War.

If the budget is accepted by the government, the
defense ministry will allocate increased funding to
long-range missiles, which will be able to strike enemy
territory. Japan is aiming to increase the range of its
surface-to-ship guided missiles from 100km to
1,000km, as well as developing high-speed glide
weapons to defend the country’s southern islands. The
defense ministry also wishes to fund the construction
of two naval destroyers equipped with US-made
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missile interceptor systems. These ships are expected
to be commissioned by the 2028 fiscal year. [Kyodo
News]

Japan: Prime Minister expected to
reshuffle cabinet between 11 to 13
September

(ed) Government sources have indicated that Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida is planning to reshuffle his
cabinet between 11 and 13 September.

The Prime Minister is expected to reshuffle his cabinet
in hopes of reversing a decline in his approval rating. A
recent poll put his cabinet's approval rate at a mere
26.6 percent. A cabinet reshuffle would likely occur
after the G20 summit which Prime Minister Kishida will
attend in India, held from September 9 to 10.

A senior official from the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) stated that appointments to key posts
should be maintained to prioritize stability. However,
the scale of the reshuffle will be at the Prime Minister’s
discretion. [Yomiuri Shimbun]

Mongolia: Increase of foreign trade by 22
percent

(tb) In the first seven months of this year, Mongolia
saw a 22.2 percent year-on-year surge in its combined
imports and exports, amounting to USD 13.7 billion, as
per the information revealed by the General Customs
Administration.

The nation achieved a favorable foreign trade surplus,
with exports surpassing imports by USD 3.7 billion,
primarily driven by a substantial upswing in the export
of mining commodities. Mining products constituted
over 90 percent of the total exports from this resource-
abundant nation during the seven-month timeframe.

Mongolia's principal export destinations in this period
were China, Switzerland, and South Korea, jointly
accounting for nearly 97 percent of the overall exports,
according to the Administration's statement. [Aki
Press]

Mongolia: Regular cabinet session’s
decision
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(tb) At a regular session on August 9, the Mongolian
cabinet discussed the prime minister's recent visit to
the United States, support for families and businesses
affected by the recent floods, and a resolution on
intensifying investment in the education sector was
approved.

The state visit to the United States is seen as
successfully strengthening the strategic partnership. In
this context, the “Joint Statement on Strategic Third
Neighborhood Partnership between Mongolia and the
United States of America” was issued. [MoFA Mongolia]
[AIR No.32, August/2023, 2]

The budget for financial support of families and
businesses that were affected by the recent floods in
the capital Ulaanbaatar was instructed to be resolved
by the Minister of Finance and Minister of Labor and
Social Protection. For instance, a proposal should be
made to offer affected businesses low-interest loans
from the SME Development Fund or tax reliefs.

Furthermore, the resolution on reducing the load of
general education schools was approved. Additionally,
other projects are up to evaluation and the standards
for educational building and facilities are to be
reviewed. [Montsame]

Mongolia: Minister of foreign affairs
becomes president of Mongolian Red
Cross

(tb) The biennial National Forum of the Mongolian Red
Cross Society occurred on August 10-11, in accordance
with its quadrennial schedule.

During the event, Enkhbold Nyamaa, who held the
positions of both President of the Mongolian Red Cross
Society and Member of Parliament, announced his
resignation. Following this, Battsetseg Batmunkh, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, secured a unanimous vote
from the delegates, thereby becoming the new
President of the Mongolian Red Cross Society.
Battsetseg Batmunkh had been a member of the
Mongolian Red Cross Society's Board of Directors since
2014 and had served as its Vice President from 2019
onwards. [Aki Press]

North Korea: Security operatives
increasingly depend on wiretaps to
apprehend violators
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(tms) North Korea's Ministry of State Security is
reportedly increasing its efforts to monitor citizens'
phone conversations through wiretapping in Hoeryong
(a China-North Korea border area), leading to
numerous individuals being apprehended and
questioned.

In a recent case, a broker was arrested after his
conversation with a defector's family was intercepted.
Despite denying involvement, the broker was
confronted with a recorded version of the conversation
by security agents, forcing him to surrender his phone
and resulting in his detention. This tactic of using
recordings to pressure confessions is widespread, and
confiscated phones are used as evidence to uncover
more wrongdoers.

Previously focusing on suspicious individuals like
remittance brokers and defectors' family members, the
agency now targets ordinary citizens, potentially to
monitor dissent and discontent linked to the country's
challenges. [Daily NK]

North Korea: Border reopening
anticipated after prolonged lockdown

(tms) North Korea is anticipated to officially reopen its
border following years of closure due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Initially, the reopening will cater exclusively
to North Korean citizens, as indicated by Beijing-based
Koryo Tours on its website.

The country's border has been shut since January 2020
in response to the pandemic's onset. The reopening
would enable North Korean citizens such as workers,
students, professionals, diplomats, and those abroad
during the pandemic to return home. It s likely they
will use train travel as commercial flights to and from
Pyongyang remain suspended.

The travel agency also suggested that North Korea
might permit entry for individuals of significance,
including diplomats and personnel from international
non-governmental organizations like the United
Nations.

Meanwhile, South Korea's Unification Ministry
announced its intention to closely monitor the
situation, particularly considering North Korea's
evolving policy changes. [Korea Herald]

Recent reports from North Korean state media have
indicated the lifting of the nationwide mask
requirement, implying a shift in the COVID-19
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response, which aligns with the country's broader
reopening efforts, including resuming border entry
points with China, participating in international sports
events, and planning to send athletes to the
International Taekwon-Do Federation World
Championships in Kazakhstan. [Yonhap] [KBS]

Moreover, the entry of the Chinese Ambassador to
North Korea, Wang Yajun, and high-level delegations
from China and Russia's visits to Pyongyang have also
sparked anticipation for the border's reopening.
[Reuters]

North Korea: Kim Jong-un calls for swift
boost in missile production amid tensions

(tms) North Korea's leader Kim Jong-un has urged swift
improvements to the country's missile production
capabilities in response to the needs of its frontline
and missile units, reported the official Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA).

During a recent two-day visit to factories that
manufacture strategic missiles, rocket launchers, and
military weaponry, Kim emphasized the need for rapid
improvement.

Kim's factory tour occurred shortly after he provided
on-site guidance to significant munitions production
facilities. This move coincides with South Korea and the
United States planning their annual Ulchi Freedom
Shield exercise, an event North Korea has criticized as
a precursor to a possible invasion. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap
2]

South Korea: Business leaders granted
presidential pardons to spur ‘'economic
recovery'

(tms) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol has
granted special presidential pardons to 2,176
individuals, including 12 prominent business leaders,
on South Korean Liberation Day holiday on August 15
to revive the economy and promoting a peaceful
environment.

The recipients of the pardons range from
businesspersons to politicians and corporate
executives, with the inclusion of smaller enterprise
entrepreneurs. Additionally, around 811,978
individuals subject to administrative sanctions had
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their penalties waived, while 821 prisoners were
released on parole.

Notable figures receiving pardons include Kim Tae-
woo, who exposed corruption allegations against the
Moon Jae-in administration, despite being convicted of
leaking official secrets. The pardons also extended to
former high-ranking government officials and business
tycoons, such as Lee Joong-keun, Park Chan-koo, and
Rhee Jang-han, among others.

However, the list excluded two former executives from
Samsung Group, Choi Gee-sung, former head of
Samsung's disbanded Future Strategy Office, and his
deputy, Chang Choong-ki, who were convicted as part
of a corruption scandal involving former President Park
Geun-hye reportedly due to their ongoing trial in a
separate case related to the controversial 2015 merger
of Samsung C&T Corp. and Cheil Industries Inc.

Additionally, An Chong-bum, a former senior
presidential aide for policy coordination during Park's
administration, and ex-Second Vice Culture Minister
Kim Chong were also not included in the pardons.
[Yonhap]

These special pardons, effective from the 78th
Liberation Day, mark the second instance of such
actions since President Yoon assumed office as part of
an effort to stimulate economic growth and promote
national development. [Korea Herald]

South Korea: Government to enact legal
provisions to penalize online murder
threats

(tms) The Ministry of Justice announced to introduce
new legal provisions to impose severe penalties on
individuals caught making online threats of murder or
possessing weapons in public spaces, in response to a
recent surge in social media posts containing threats
of random stabbing incidents.

The ministry highlighted the absence of appropriate
legal regulations to directly address this crime, leading
to concerns about a lack of punishment for such
actions. The legal provisions would also penalize
individuals for carrying weapons that can be used for
criminal activities, like murder and assault, in public
areas or while using public transportation.

To create new punitive laws various countries
considered to have strong legislations combating


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-jl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-jr/

public intimidation will serve as reference, including
the US and Germany. [Korea Times]

Recently, law enforcement has acted against 67
individuals suspected of posting online threats of
copycat crimes following a series of fatal stabbing
incidents in Seoul [see AIR No. 32, August/2023, 2].

South Korea: Democratic Party to petition
with UNHCR against Fukushima water
discharge

(tms) South Korea's main opposition Democratic Party
of Korea (DPK) will submit a petition to the United
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) against Japan's
plan to release water from the Fukushima nuclear
plant.

DPK lawmaker Woo Won-shik, who leads the party's
committee opposing the water release plan,
emphasized that Japan's proposal breaches
international agreements. The DPK intends to mobilize
lobbyists and present their stance to the UN human
rights body, delivering the petition by late August after
garnering signatures from lawmakers and citizens.

The petition highlights concern about the release plan,
including the need for rigorous radiation risk
assessment prior to more discharges and questions
about the verification of the Advanced Liquid
Processing System by the International Atomic Energy
Agency.

DPK leader Lee Jae-myung urged President Yoon to
firmly oppose the release during the summit, criticizing
his administration for delegating safety decisions to
Japan. [Korea Times]

South Korea: Democratic Party reform
measures under review

(tms) The innovation committee of the main opposition
Democratic Party (DP) has unveiled its final package of
party reform measures, which include changes to the
rules governing leadership elections.

According to the proposal, votes from party delegates
would no longer be considered in the selection of the
party chief and supreme council members. Instead,
more weight would be given to votes from "members
with rights." This new approach would allocate 70
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percent of the voting influence to members with rights
and 30 percent to public opinion polls.

Currently, the DP's party rules allocate 40 percent of

the voting weight to members with rights, 30 percent
to party representatives, 25 percent to public opinion
polls, and 5 percent to regular members.

Additionally, the committee has suggested
incorporating ethical standards to evaluate incumbent
lawmakers, with the aim of excluding unsuitable
candidates from party nominations.

Among its earlier suggestions, the committee had
proposed that all party legislators submit written
commitments to waive their immunity from arrest. It
also recommended the DP officially adopt this policy to
ensure they won't oppose any motion requesting
parliamentary consent for the arrest of DP lawmakers.
[Yonhap]

South Korea: Government to prioritize
Korean language proficiency in
immigration reform

(tms) The Ministry of Justice of South Korea highlighted
the significance of immigrants' Korean language
proficiency over other skills in its immigration policy for
E-7-4 visa eligibility, which offers permanent residency
and requires four years of work experience.

The direction aligns with Justice Minister Han Dong-
hoon's recent statements at a forum in Jeju Island in
which he emphasized that language ability holds more
importance than specific technical skills, offering
substantial incentives to those who can communicate
effectively in Korean. Han also highlighted the urgency
of prioritizing immigration reform to accommodate
skilled foreign workers.

Korea is facing the challenge of harmonizing with
foreign workers as its birthrate continues to decline,
necessitating a well-designed immigration system to
secure the nation's future.

Statistics from the latest available data at Statistics
Korea reveal a consistent decline in the birthrate, with
only 18,988 births in May, marking a 5.3 percent
decrease from the previous year. This extended
pattern of decline presents a significant demographic
challenge to Korea's economy and long-term
prospects. [Korea Times]
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Taiwan: Pro-China party leader among
three charged for breaking anti-
infiltration law

(ed) The leader of the Republic Party, Chou Ke-chi, who
also is the head of the pro-China agitation group 333
Political Party Alliance was among the three people
indicted on August 9 for their role in China-funded
activities which contravened Taiwan'’s Anti-Infiltration
Act.

Alongside Chou, two members of the Taipei Putian
Association were indicted for breaking the anti-
infiltration law. These are the first people to be
charged against this law since its promulgation in
2020.

According to the prosecutors, Chou had received funds
from China to organize activities targeting Taiwanese
independence movements and carry out protests the
improving Taiwan'’s relationship with the US. Chou'’s
Republic Party allegedly received funds from China to
campaign in Taipei's local elections in 2022.

The two members of the Taipei Putian Association
allegedly made frequent trips to the city of Putian in
China's Fujian Province to channel funds to Chou. One
of these members was invited to head a museum run
by China's Taiwan Affairs Office, which frequently
engages in activities to target Taiwanese businessmen
and students with pro-China messaging, and also
allegedly funds pro-China campaigns in Taiwan's
elections.

According to the investigation, Chou received NTD
222,000 (approximately USD 6,950) from these two
association members to fund the Republic Party’s pro-
China activities. However, the party’'s council candidate
ended up winning only 67 votes, while the Taipei
mayoral candidate received 0.02 percent of the vote.
[Taipei Times]

Taiwan: Tycoon Terry Gou maintains
silence on potential presidential
candidacy

(ed) On August 8, Foxconn founder Terry Gou refused
to comment on questions regarding his potential run
for the Taiwanese presidency, instead stating his main
goal is to replace the ruling Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP).
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Observers have suggested that Gou is likely to run as
an independent candidate for the presidency in the
elections scheduled for January 2024. Expectations of
him running as an independent candidate have grown
since his recent trip to the United States and his plans
to make an important announcement in the coming
days.

Terry Gou failed to secure the opposition Chinese
Nationalist Party (KMT)'s nomination to run for the
presidency in 2019 and 2023. The KMT's current
candidate Hou You-yi is performing poorly in the polls
for the election; a poll conducted in July suggested that
the ruling DPP's candidate, Lai Ching-te, and Ko Wen-je
of the Taiwan People’s Party, are frontrunners for the
presidency. Nevertheless, on August 12, Hou pledged
to “hang on to the race” despite his unpopularity.
[Taiwan News 1]

Terry Gou has positioned himself as more experienced
in pacifying cross-strait relations than the current KMT
candidate, citing his business links with Foxconn and
comprehensive understanding of China. In a meeting
with former Japanese Prime Minister Taro Aso, Gou
suggested he would relaunch talks with China in a
“Kinmen Declaration” based on the 1992 consensus,
which maintained an ambiguous status quo between
the two “Chinas”. [Taipei Times]

Ko Wen-je's relative popularity in comparison to Hou
You-yi has prompted calls to work with Terry Gou in
order to mount an effective challenge to the DPP's Lai
Ching-te. However, Ko Wen-je promised on August 11
to run “as a presidential candidate” rather than
support anyone else, disappointing many of Terry
Gou'’s political supporters. [Taiwan News 2] [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: 5,000 more military police to be
stationed in Taipei

(ed) A sixth military police battalion will be stationed in
Taipei, bringing 5,000 more military police into the city
to boost its “anti-decapitation” strength.

In the event of a potential invasion of the island, the
military police are charged with protecting a
“decapitation” of the country, achieved by an enemy
force destroying the country's political and military
leadership based in Taipei.

The increase will bring the total number of military
police in Taipei to 10,000. The military police are
currently responsible for protecting the Presidential
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Office and other key political institutions in the capital
city. The new battalion is expected to be stationed in
the city's south. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: TPP mayor of Hsinchu City
indicted for corruption

(ed) The Mayor of Taiwan's Hsinchu City, Kao Hung-an,
was indicted on corruption allegations on August 14
after being accused of misusing public funds and
making fraudulent payroll deductions.

Kao is a member of the opposition Taiwan People's
Party (TPP) and is also the former aid to business
tycoon and Foxconn-founder Terry Gou. Before being
elected as Hsinchu's mayor in 2022, she sat in Taiwan's
parliament for the TPP.

The indictment is the result of an eight-month
investigation into allegations of corruption. She has
been charged with violating the Anti-Corruption Act
and falsifying documents when she sat as a member of
the Legislative Yuan.

Kao had previously been accused of breach of trust
when working for the Institute for Information
Industry, and was also accused of applying for patents
under her name rather than her employer. Despite
these allegations, she succeeded in defeating the
ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) and
opposition Kuomintang candidates for the Hsinchu
mayoralty in 2022.

The current accusations involve more than NTD
460,000 (USD 14,465) in misused public funds. Kao's
legislative office directors and two of her aides have
also been charged with corruption. Kao will remain in
post for now before a decision is reached on her guilt.
[Focus Taiwan]
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and National Security in
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Bangladesh: Poll schedule to be
announced in November, local monitoring
organizations to be reduced by half

(tms) Bangladesh'’s Election Commission (EC) has
announced that the timeline for the national election
expected for January 2024 will be disclosed in
November. The poll agency also plans to introduce an
election management app to provide online services
like nomination submission, voter data, party details,
and polling station information. [Dhaka Tribune]

The EC also published list of 68 local organizations
approved to monitor the election, with a 15-day
window for objections specified, indicating that the
election will see a roughly 50 percent decrease in local
monitoring organizations compared to previous
elections. The list will be finalized after considering the
objections.

In the lead-up to the 2018 parliamentary polls, the EC
had granted registration to 118 local organizations.
This year, 210 organizations applied for observer
status, 94 were shortlisted, and 29 from the previous
list are expected to be re-registered.

Notable organizations include Manabadhikar O Samaj
Unnayan Sanghtha, Seba Social Foundation, and
Democracy Watch. Election Monitoring Forum and
SAARC Human Rights Foundation, both headed by
Abed Ali, did not receive registration this time. The
selection of local observers adhered to impartiality
guidelines, excluding politically affiliated groups, noted
EC Secretary Jahangir Alam. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Government publishes draft
of new cyber security law

(tms) The government of Bangladesh has published
the preliminary draft of the planned Cyber Security Act,
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which is supposed to replace the contentious Digital
Security Act, enabling the public to provide feedback
on the proposed legislation. According to Law Minister
Anisul Hugq, individuals will have a 14-day period to
offer their opinions on the cyber security law. [The
Daily Star]

The government's decision to create a new law
emerged as a response to widespread criticism both
domestically and internationally. However, despite this
step, various stakeholders have expressed the need
for further revisions to the draft law.

The draft of the Cyber Security Act can be accessed via
this link: [Draft Cyber Security Act, in Bengali]

Bangladesh: New survey indicates public
satisfaction for Prime Minister Hasina

(tms) A new research study conducted by the
International Republican Institute (IRI) unveils an
increase in public approval for Bangladesh's Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. The survey also highlights the
growing popularity of the opposition, while revealing a
demand for a caretaker government for election
oversight.

The IRI, a United States-based non-profit organization
supported by the US federal government and featuring
Republican Party representation, conducted the survey
for the upcoming elections slated for January next
year.

The findings shed light on citizens' interest in voting if
electoral transparency improves, but skepticism
remains about the direction the country is taking due
to economic concerns. Around 70 percent of
Bangladeshis now perceive PM Hasina's performance
positively, marking a 4 percent increase compared to
the IRI's survey four years ago. Concurrently, approval
of the opposition has surged from 36 percentin
September 2019 to 63 percent in this poll.

Supervised by IRI's Center for Insights in Survey
Research and managed by Redstone Scientific, the
survey occurred from March 1 to April 6 through in-
person interviews. Sampling 5,000 respondents aged
18 and above, representing voters across all 64
districts and eight divisions, the margin of error was
within 1.4 percent, with a 47 percent response rate.
[Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Main opposition BNP holds
mass processions, issues resignation
ultimatum for government

(tms) The Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) has
issued an ultimatum to the government, urging its
immediate resignation, or it threatens to enforce its
resignation through mass movements. The warning
was delivered by BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir during a brief rally that preceded a large-
scale procession in Dhaka, the country's capital.

The procession, organized by BNP Dhaka Metropolitan
city north and south units, aimed to press for BNP's
central demand, that is the government's prompt
resignation and the organization of a free, fair, and
inclusive parliamentary election under an impartial
caretaker administration.

Mirza Fakhrul stated that the government would not
be permitted to manipulate another election process,
stressing that the single demand is Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's resignation. He emphasized that the
movement is pivotal for democracy's restoration in the
country and the release of Khaleda Zia, the BNP
chairperson and former prime minister of Bangladesh.
[The Daily Star]

BNP's Dhaka Metropolitan south unit also held a
separate rally and procession under the supervision of
Mirza Abbas, another BNP standing committee
member. Both processions drew thousands of BNP
supporters and participants from associated groups,
marching through the capital amid banners, signs, and
images of party leaders.

At a larger context, various opposition parties and
alliances held distinct processions in Dhaka, jointly
advocating for the government's resignation and a fair
election administration. This event represents the third
phase of the opposition's unified movement initiated
onJuly 12 by BNP and allied groups. [The Financial
Express]

Bangladesh: Supreme Court upholds life
sentence in Indian national murder trial

(Im) The Appellate Division of Bangladesh’s Supreme
Court has upheld the life sentence of an accused in a
case lodged over the murder of an Indian national in
Chittagong district in 1999. Notably, the convict is the
son of the chairman of the Chittagong-based KDS
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Group, one of the largest private sector employers in
Bangladesh. [The Business Standard]

Bangladesh: President of opposition BNP
student wing relieved of duties

(tms) The central president of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), the student wing of the opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), has been relieved of his duties
due to a physical ailment. This development comes
after alleged neglect of duty during the BNP's sit-in
event in Dhaka on July 29, where the president, Kazi
Rawnakul Islam Srabon, was reportedly supposed to
be present in the Uttara area but was seen leading a
procession in a different location. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Government bans militant
outfit Jama'atul Ansar amid public safety
concerns

(tms/Im) The Bangladeshi government has prohibited
the militant organization Jama'atul Ansar Fil Hindal
Shargiya due to its perceived threat to public safety
and law and order. [The Daily Star]

The home ministry issued a gazette confirming the
ban, following formal requests from the Counter
Terrorism and Transnational Crime (CTTC) unit of the
police and the Rapid Action Battalion. Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan emphasized the need for decisive
action due to the outfit's disruptive history, which
included armed training collaboration with a separatist

group.

Jama'atul Ansar is the ninth militant group to be
outlawed in the country. Its founder, Shamin Mahfuz,
was arrested at his hideout in Dhaka in June over
accusations he had brokered a deal for the Islamist
organization to use training camps run by the Kuki-
Chin National Front, a mainly Christian tribal insurgent
group, in Bangladesh's restive Chittagong Hill Tracts.

Bangladesh: Jamaat-e-Islami party leader
Delwar Hossain Sayeedi dies

(Im) Delwar Hossain Sayeedi, a Bangladeshi Islamist
who had been found guilty of war crimes by the
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) of Bangladesh,
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passed away on August 14 after suffering from cardiac
arrest. [The Business Standard]

In 2013, the ICT, a domestic war crimes tribunal in
Bangladesh set up in 2009, found Sayeedi guilty of
charges including murder, rape and torture during the
war of independence in 1971. At least 100 people were
killed as clashes between police and the Islamist
Jamaat-e-Islami party swept the country after the
verdict was announced.

Bhutan: Election Commission urges
political parties to abide by electoral laws

(na) The Election Commission of Bhutan (ECB) has
reminded political parties to strictly follow electoral
laws and avoid political campaigning during their
familiarization visits.

The Chief Election Commissioner, in letters to party
presidents, warned of strong actions against any party
found campaigning outside election periods or
breaking electoral laws. The ECB has allowed parties to
conduct familiarization visits and public consultations
to prepare for the historic fourth National Assembly
elections. [Kuensel Online]

However, the ECB noted emerging reports on social
media and public gatherings suggesting that parties
are campaigning and violating electoral laws during
these visits. The ECB received reports of candidates
and party workers traveling with their leaders to

different constituencies during familiarization visits.

Against this backdrop, ECB emphasized that
candidates stationed in their constituencies can
accompany their leaders during visits, but they cannot
campaign or conduct consultations without
familiarization visits.

In a previous public notification on August 5, the ECB
urged individuals to report wrongdoing or electoral law
violations. Parties were also reminded that political
campaigning is only permitted starting from a specific
date mentioned in the notification for the 2023
National Assembly elections.

Bhutan: High court orders six-month
sentence to police officer over sexual
harassment
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(na) On August 7, the High Court of Bhutan upheld the
verdict of a lower court, sentencing the Officer
Commanding (OC) of a district police station to six
months in prison for sexually harassing a female police
constable. However, the officer paid a fine instead of
serving the prison term, which had already been
settled in the lower court. [Kuensel Online]

The case of sexual harassment gained attention when
an anonymous individual accused the OC on social
media last year. The allegations included inappropriate
touching and sharing of explicit photos with the newly
recruited female constable.

The OC appealed the decision to the High Court,
arguing that both the investigation and chargesheet
conducted by the police were inadequate. The OC also
raised doubts about the authenticity of the witness's
evidence and challenged the credibility of his
conversations with the victim.

However, after considering all the evidence the High
Court upheld the sentence against the OC for sexual
harassment.

India: Prime Minister Modi’s government
defeats no-confidence motion over
handling of ethnic violence

(If/Im) The government of Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi defeated a no-confidence motion in
Parliament on August 10 after a fiery, two-hour speech
by the premier who dismissed the move as a vain
attempt to "defame India". The motion, which was
brought forward by the INDIA opposition bloc of
parties, was geared specifically to force Modi to
address the ongoing violence and ethnic clashes within
Manipur state, a developing situation which the prime
minister has yet to thoroughly comment upon.

Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) holds 300 seats in
the parliament's lower house, making Modi's triumph
inevitable, but the prime minister’s survival was also
solidified when opposition MPs staged a walkout
during the premier’s response to the motion, during
which he spoke for ninety minutes before referencing
Manipur.

The debate begun on August 8 when MP Gaurav Gogoi
of the Indian National Congress (INC), the leading party
within the INDIA blog, initiated the proceedings. Gogoi
himself had put forth the motion of no-confidence on
July 26 and reiterated in his commencing statement
that the votes was intended to “break Mr. Modi's
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silence” on the violence in the state, particularly
against women. Gogoi further maintained that Modi
“does not believe in parliamentary democracy”, citing
the absence of the Prime Minister from the Lok Sabha
in recent weeks.

BJP members defended Modi in their statements,
hailing their clear majority of 300 seats within the 543-
seat lower house as a clear indication of a positive
mandate for Modi's government and policies. BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey was the first person from the
government to speak, asserting that the motion was an
attack “against the son of a poor, against a man who
gave houses, drinking water, toilets to the people. It is
against the poor.” Dubey also attacked former INC
President Sonia Gandhi, widower of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, of backing the motion to “set the
son and give presents to the son-in-law". [BBC] [India
TV News] [Outlook India]

Dubey’'s comments towards Sonia Gandhi were a clear
reference to her son and INC party leader Rahul
Gandhi, who returned to parliament on August 7
following a Supreme Court ruling staying a conviction
he had received for making mocking comments about
Modi, which had banned him from holding his seat in
made his statement on the motion during the August 9
session, during which he attacked Modi for his silence
over the developments within Manipur and for not
having visited the state. Beginning his statement by
thanking Speaker of the House Om Birla for returning
to his seat in time for the debate, Gandhi immediately
accused Modi of being a “traitor” and maintaining that
“for (Modi) Manipur is not India.” Gandhi further
indicted the prime minister of having killed “Bharat
Mata”, or Mother India in English. [The Times of India]
[Indian Express 1]

Gandhi's speech caused controversy within the House,
with a number of MPs taking issue with the
accusations he had made during his comments and
requesting that they be removed from the record. A
dispute also arose between the INC leader and BJP
member Smriti Irani, who accused Gandhi of having
blown a “flying kiss" towards her whilst exiting the
house following his speech, an action she called
“misogynistic behavior”. An INC spokesperson would
maintain that Gandhi had blown a kiss whilst exiting
the Lok Sabha, but that it was not aimed at any one
person, but rather towards the whole of the treasury
benches. Further controversy arose over accusations
that Sansad TV, India’s national broadcaster, had
focused cameras “71 percent of the time” on the
Speaker of the House rather than on Gandhi himself.
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Sansad has not yet responded to these accusations of
bias. [NDTV] [WION]

The prime minister spoke on August 10 in a lengthy
speech defending the track record of his government.
Opposition MPs grew restless however, chanting
“Manipur” an hour into Modi's statement and walking
out of the Lok Sabha in protest. A significant amount of
Modi's speech was geared at attacking the opposition,
whom he accused of being characterized by failure and
maintained “the more they attack me, the more |
succeed”. Modi would briefly address the situation
within Manipur at the ninety-minute mark of his
speech, asserting “The central and the state
governments are working towards peace. | assure
people of Manipur that peace will be restored soon”.
Modi would further state “The country is with you”,
speaking directly to the people of Manipur, while
maintaining that a solution would be reached and
accusing the opposition of having no “patience”. The
Prime Minister did not divulge any plan or policy
position however, leaving the opposition to continue
accusing of Modi of having placed no thought into an
effective resolution. [The Guardian]

Following the walkout of opposition MPs during Modi's
speech, the motion failed to pass, meaning the Prime
Minister and his government will remain in power. BJP
MP Meenakshi Lekhi stated to the media following the
end of the session that the opposition’s “statements
were non-reliable, and the nation didn't believe them”.
The debate highlighted the likely platform which the
INDIA bloc will take to next year's general elections,
attacking Modi for having a lack of respect for
democracy and having failed the nation through his
underwhelming response to the ongoing violence in
Manipur. [Mint] [Indian Express 2] [NBC News]
[Reuters] [Erance24]

India: Meitei, Kuki MLAs present differing
demands about Assam Rifles’ presence in
Manipur

(If) Kuki and Meitei Members of the Legislative
Assembly (MLA) of Manipur have offered different
demands regarding the presence of the Assam Rifles in
the state. Deployed to Manipur in early May, the
Assam Rifles are a paramilitary force under the
authority of the Central Government that operate
within Northern India. The force, along with other
military units, were placed within the violence wracked
state in order to maintain order and the rule of law.
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In a Memorandum addressed to Prime Minister Modi
sent on August 9, 40 MLAs, the majority of whom
belonged to the Meitei tribe, urged for the Assam Rifles
to be moved out of the state, and for “trustworthy
Central forces” to take up the responsibility of
maintaining peace and stability. The request comes
following a number of accusations made against the
Assam Rifles by local groups and the Manipur police
forces, who have alleged that the paramilitary
organization has a Kuki bias. Manipur Police registered
a First Information Report (FIR) on August 5, stating
that the Assam Rifles had interfered with their capacity
to restore peace within the state. The Manipur branch
of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) have also backed
these calls for the Rifles to be replaced “in the interest
of the public”.

Kuki MLAs disagree with these sentiments, and
registered their own memorandum to the Prime
Minister on August 10, requesting that the Assam

Rifles be kept within the state. These MLAs asserted
that removing the paramilitary “would harm and
jeopardize our safety and security” while asserting the
Rifles were being “falsely blamed by Meiteis” when they
are in fact unbiased and safeguard humanity.

The split between both ethnicities regarding the
presence of the Assam Rifles within the state is a
further reflection of the tensions that have boiled to
the surface within Manipur in recent months, centering
mostly on the Meitei's demand to be granted
Scheduled Tribal (ST) status and receive the benefits of
“positive discrimination” which the Kuki people have
enjoyed for years, including designated placements,
quotas and land rights. In spite of the presence of the
Assam Rifles, the violence has lasted with an estimated
153 people having been killed.

The Meitei MLAs also rejected calls from Kuki
representatives to be given their own separate
administration made last week, noting this position
within their memorandum [see AiR No. 32,
August/2023, 2]. Despite both memorandums being
addressed to the prime minister, Modi has yet to put
forward a position on the Manipur violence or outline a
policy path to restore order. [India Today] [The Times
of India]

India: Bills on Data Protection, Delhi
Services among four granted assent by
president

(Im) India’s President Droupadi Murmu on August 12
gave her assent to four bills that had been passed by
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both houses of parliament in the just-concluded
monsoon session: the Digital Personal Data Protection
Bill, the Registration of Births and Deaths
(Amendment) Bill, the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Bill, and the Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill. [The Wire]

The Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi
(Amendment) Bill gives the central government control
over the postings and transfers of bureaucrats in
serving the government of the Delhi union territory.
The bill had been passed by Parliament's upper house
on August 7 to replace the Delhi Services Ordinance
that was earlier promulgated by the president on May
19. The ordinance itself was passed after the Supreme
Court a week earlier had upheld the legislative powers
of Delhi's elected government over bureaucrats in all
departments other than public order, police and land.

The Digital Personal Data Protection Bill has been
roundly criticized by activists, who say that it will
enable surveillance, will not stop personal data
collection by Big Tech companies, reduce the scope of
the RTI law and hinder press freedom.

Of the two other Bills that have been signed by the
president, the Registration of Births and Deaths
(Amendment) Act will make digital birth certificates the
only conclusive age proof. This law has also sparked
concerns about surveillance and that it may impede
the registration of voters.

The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Act
decriminalizes minor offences through amendments in
183 provisions of 42 Acts. It converts several fines to
penalties, removing the need for prosecutions.

India: Home Minister Amit Shah tables
bills aiming to reform criminal justice
system

(hp) India’'s Home Minister Amit Shah on August 11
introduced three bills in Parliament's lower house,
seeking to bring reform in the criminal justice system,
including new punishments for mob lynchings and
crimes against women. More than 313 changes have
been put forward in the three existing criminal laws.
The proposed bills have been sent to a parliamentary
standing committee for review. If the laws are passed,
they are likely to be implemented in seven years in the
country. [The Economic Times]
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India’s Penal Code (IPC) and other statues governing

the police and courts were introduced in the 19th
century, while the country was governed by the British
crown. Commenting on the British-era laws, Shah said
“[t]he focus of those law was to protect and strengthen
the British administration, the idea was to punish and
not to give justice." [The Indian Express] [The Times of
India]

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanita Bill proposes amendments
that intend to protect women better, and thus, would
make sexual exploitation on the pretext of marriage,
employment or promotion, or through the use of a
hidden identity, a crime. Furthermore, the legislation
would make a gang rape conviction punishable by a
maximum life sentence. Notably, a criminal will face a
death penalty in the case of a rape of a minor and
sentence of life imprisonment in the case of a gang
rape.

In addition to this, the Bill also seeks to replace the
colonial-era sedition law with a new provision which
punish “acts endangering sovereignty unity and
integrity of India” and carries a prison sentence range
of seven years to life. One more change has been the
incorporation of terrorist activities and organized
crimes attached with new offenses. According to Shah,
a terrorist is any individual who seeks to harm the
sovereignty, unity, and integrity of India on Indian or
foreign grounds. Deterred punishments have been
addressed for such people in great detail. [The
Telegraph]

The Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita Bill adopts a
citizen centric approach and expands the scope of
primary and secondary information. Moreover, it
promises to inform the victim about the progress of
the case through various menas, including digital
means. Keeping in view of the Modi-led campaign of
‘Digital India’, the e-filing of FIRs have been mentioned
in the Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita Bill. It calls for
digitization from filing FIRs to the judgements. It also
proposes hearing of trials through video conferencing.

The bills have proposed certain revolutionary changes,
certain inclusions which were unheard of in the
existing justice system of India. For the first time in
Indian judicial history, crime punishments have been
made gender neutral. Another addition is community
service and solitary confinement as punishments for
committing petty offenses. This addition seems to be
borrowed from the justice system practiced in the
United States.

The bills have also reduced the scope of political
misuse. A provision has been made under which a
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death sentence can only be reduced to a life
imprisonment which can further be pardoned only
after seven years of punishment. [The Telegraph 2]

The introduction of the three bills reflects the five vows
or ‘panchpran’ taken by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on August 15, India’s Independence Day, last year. The
bills resonate with Modi's ideology of Bharatiya ‘atma’
or soul. Commenting on the practice of providing
justice through British laws Shah said, “Criminal laws
should be by Indians, for Indians. Today we have
brought three bills which end three colonial laws, and
all these bills are going to fulfil one of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's five vows on 15 August at the Red
Fort last year.” [The Times of India] [Hindustan Times]

India: Men who raped, murdered then
hanged two sisters from tree get life
sentence

(Im) Two men were sentenced to life imprisonment on
August 14, nearly a year after the rape and murder of
two sisters - both minors - who were found hanging
from a tree in a village in India’s Uttar Pradesh state.
Police investigations concluded that six suspects had
abducted the sisters from their home hours before
raping and strangling them, then hanging their bodies
from a tree to make it look like they had killed
themselves. [The Straits Times]

The victims were from a family of Dalits or
“untouchables”, the lowest rung in India’s caste system
which comprises people that fall outside the four main
categories. There are 200 million Dalits in India out of a
population of 1.3 billion.

India: Authorities seize assets of late
mining tycoon’s estate after probe
prompted by leaked documents

(Im) Indian authorities have seized the entire
shareholding of a late mining tycoon’s estate, after
opening an investigation against him on the basis of
information disclosed in the so-called Panama and
Pandora Papers published from April 2016.

Anil Vassudeva Salgaocar, a well-known industrialist
who died in Singapore in 2016, is suspected of violating
foreign exchange laws and not declaring millions of
dollars of profits to the authorities, according to the
Enforcement Directorate (EC), India’s economic
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intelligence agency. The asset seizure comes after

Salgaocar's widow, who is the estate’s administrator,
won a protracted case in Singapore’s High Court that
involved assets implicated in the Indian investigation.

According to the EC, investigations showed that iron
ore from mines owned by Salgaocar in India’'s Goa and
Karnataka states was exported to China through
subsidiary firms set up in the British Virgin Islands and
Singapore. Profits amounting to USD 690 million
earned by five of those firms in the British Virgin
Islands between 2004 and 2012 were not declared to
the Indian authorities. [The Straits Times]

Maldives: High Court denies former
President Yameen's request for stay of
execution on prison sentence

(na) On August 12, the High Court of Maldives denied
the main opposition leader and former President
Yameen's request to stay of execution of his prison
sentence, which was handed down by the Criminal
Court.

Yameen, the leader of the main opposition Progressive
Party of Maldives (PPM), governed the Indian Ocean
archipelago from 2013 to 2018, until being defeated by
the current President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih. In
December last year, he was sentenced to 11 years in
prison on money laundering and bribery charges. He
was also fined USD 5 million.

Yameen appealed this decision to the High Court and
asked for a stay of execution of both his prison
sentence and the fine. However, a panel of three
judges unanimously rejected Yameen's request to stay
the execution of his prison sentence but allowed a
temporary suspension in cases related to the fine,
expressing concerns about potential interference with
justice. [Sun Online]

On August 6, the Supreme Court issued a ruling
barring jailed former President from contesting the
upcoming presidential election due to his conviction
and failure to pay the USD 5 million fine. [AIR No. 32,
August/2023, 2]

Maldives: Former president, minister
depart from opposition PPM
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(na) Former Maldivian President Dr. Mohamed Waheed
on August 10 declared his resignation from the
Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM). This decision
followed PPM and its coalition partner, the People’s
National Congress (PNC), officially endorsing Muizzu as
their chosen presidential candidate.

Despite speculations suggesting Waheed's potential
interest in running for the presidency, he clarified that
his primary reason for leaving PPM was his desire to
apply his expertise for the betterment of the public.
Waheed expressed his belief that PPM lacked the
nurturing and sincere atmosphere necessary for
achieving his objectives. [The Edition]

Subsequent to his departure from the principal
opposition party on August 12, Waheed, alongside
former Fisheries Minister Dr. Shainee, aligned
themselves with the Jumhooree Party (JP). Both
individuals submitted their membership applications
to JP's leader and presidential candidate, Qasim. [Avas]

Notably, Waheed had previously established his own
political party called the National Alliance Party, which
was later dissolved. Additionally, he had been
associated with the main ruling party, the MDP, in the
past.

Maldives: Three individuals arrested
during opposition protest in southern
capital region

(na) On August 10, supporters of the main opposition
Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM) clashed with
officers from the Maldives Police Service in the
southern part of the capital city. The confrontation
unfolded prior to President Solih's scheduled
campaign visit, resulting in the arrest of three
individuals.

Before President Solih's arrival, PPM supporters
breached the barricades set up by the police,
prompting the officers to push the crowd back. During
this clash, some supporters even threw rocks at the
police officers. [The Edition]

Amidst these events, the police detained three
individuals connected to the disturbance. As President
Solih embarked on his campaign visit to the region, he
encountered opposition-led protests in various
locations. Notably, an incident of arson took place at
one of the campaign venues, adding to the heightened
tensions during this period.
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Nepal: Prime Minister Dahal, 21 ministers
enter into agreement for implementation
of fiscal year's program

(na) Nepal's Prime Minister Dahal has signed a work
performance agreement with federal government
ministers, aimed at executing the annual program for
the fiscal year. Around 21 ministers, overseeing various
ministries, have joined this agreement. Following the
agreement signing, PM Dahal urged ministers and
secretaries to diligently fulfill their responsibilities
based on their roles and duties.

This agreement outlines specific goals for the
upcoming fiscal year, building upon the achievements
and objectives of the previous year. The agreement
highlights key tasks, programs, deadlines, and
mandates for each ministry. Notably, ministers are
required to submit monthly progress reports online,
which will contribute to both monthly and annual
assessments. [The Himalayan Times]

The agreement spans one year and mandates that if a
ministerial post changes, the new appointee must
continue following the contract's guidelines.

Nepal: Government voices concerns over
unauthorized enlistment of citizens in
foreign militaries

(na) Nepal has expressed concern about its citizens
enlisting in foreign military services without proper
authorization. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a
statement in the first week of August, highlighting the
issue of Nepali nationals joining foreign military
services, especially in conflict areas. [Times of Oman]

The ongoing Russia-Ukraine war has prompted
Kathmandu to address this issue. Reports have
emerged of Nepali youths allegedly being recruited
into the Russian Army, with some sharing their
experiences on social media platforms. International
media sources indicate that Nepali youths, initially in
Russia for educational purposes, are now participating
in the war against Ukraine. Recent reports have also
mentioned Nepali youths being recruited into the
Ukrainian, United States, and French armies. [My
Republica]

Nepali nationals have a notable history of serving in
foreign militaries, especially in the British and Indian
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forces. They are officially allowed to join the Indian and
British armies through a historic agreement known as
the 1947 tripartite agreement. However, Nepal does
not have any other bilateral agreements to send its
youths to serve in foreign militaries.

Nepal: District court orders lawmaker's
release over fake certificate allegations

(na) On August 11, Nepal's District Court instructed the
Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) to release Nepali
Congress lawmaker Sunil Sharma for his alleged
possession of counterfeit educational certificates.
However, the court ordered the CIB to continue the
investigation. [My Republica]

Earlier, Sharma including other five doctors were
arrested for allegedly using counterfeit educational
certificates. On August 10, the Central Investigation
Bureau (CIB) apprehended Sharma on charges of
possessing fake academic certificates. [The Indian
Express]

Currently, CIB is conducting "Operation Foxtrot"
targeting those with fake certificates for education and
jobs. The CIB discovered that some doctors submitted
unverified proficiency certificate-level documents to
take the MBBS entrance exams. Police sources
revealed that Sharma's arrest was prompted by the
discovery of fake Indian academic institution
certificates, including a forged mark sheet for pursuing
an MBBS degree. This incident follows a previous
crackdown on fake medical certificates in Nepal seven
years ago, revealing that many doctors, including
Sharma, used counterfeit Indian certificates to pursue
their medical studies and practiced without proper
licenses. [The Kathmandu Post]

Previously, Sharma has faced controversy for
attempting to influence political decisions related to
medical seat allocation, college affiliations, and MBBS
fees. His Nobel Medical College has been embroiled in
disputes due to failure to meet college standards and
admitting more students than allotted seats.

After the incident, Sharma threatened a hunger strike
unless the prime minister apologizes, and the deputy
premier resigns.

Pakistan: Parliament dissolved to hold
elections; Senator Kakar nominated as
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caretaker prime minister

(kr/lm) Pakistan's parliament was dissolved by the
president on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's advice on
August 9, setting the stage for a national election amid
political and economic crises. The advice came three
days ahead of the parliament's five-year term, which
was set to expire on August 12. [Reuters]

Following a meeting between outgoing premier
Shehbaz Sharif and opposition leader Raja Riaz Ahmad,
Senator Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar was named as caretaker
prime minister to head an interim government until
the national elections.

Senator Kakar is listed as an independent politician by
the Senate, Parliament's upper house, but is reported
by local media to be a part of the Balochistan Awami
Party, which is widely considered to be close to the
country's powerful military.

By law, an election should be held within 60 days, if a
legislative assembly is dissolved on the scheduled day,
and within 90 days if it is done earlier than that. But
the general election could be delayed several months
due to the results of a digital census released earlier
this month, which put the country’s population at 241
million, up from 207 million according to the census
conducted in 2017.

The law mandates that elections can take place only
according to constituency delimitations which will be
drawn based on the latest census figures; the Election
Commission says it requires at least four months to
redraw the constituencies. [AIR No. 31, August/2023, 1]

Some analysts have argued that this could give the
outgoing government's major coalition partners, the
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan People's
Party (PPP), time to figure out how to deal with Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). Khan has been at
the heart of political turmoil since he was removed as
prime minister in a no-confidence vote in April 2022,
raising concern about Pakistan's stability.

On August 8, the Election Commission barred Khan
from politics for five years, two days after the former
premier was convicted and jailed for three years over
false declaration of assets in his election papers. [AIR
No. 32, August/2023, 2] [Al Jazeera] [Deutsche Welle]

Pakistan: Ex-Premier Imran Khan barred
from politics for five years by Election


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-ui/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-ud/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-uh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-uh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-uk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-uu/

Commission

(kr) Imran Khan, the nation's former prime minister,
has been banned from holding office as a politician for
a period of five years by the election commission. The
decision was made public by the Pakistani Election
Commission three days after Mr. Khan received his
three-year prison term for corruption. Following
Tuesday's announcement, Mr. Khan will also lose his
position as an MP.

Before making the announcement, Pakistan's minister
of communication and broadcasting, Marriyum
Aurangzeb, told the BBC: "You have to be accountable
for your deeds in law. This has nothing to do with
politics. A person who has been proven guilty by the
court has to be arrested."

The 70-year-old Mr. Khan was selected to lead Pakistan
in 2018 but was overthrown in a vote of no confidence
the following year after a dispute with the nation's
powerful military. On Saturday, a jury found him guilty
on accusations that he misreported information about
gifts from foreign dignitaries and the proceeds of their
suspected sale.

According to local media, Mr. Khan's five-year ban from
running in elections was in accordance with that guilty
verdict. The guilty verdict has been contested by his
legal team, and the Islamabad High Court will hear the
case on Wednesday. Currently, the former prime
minister is detained in a jail outside of Islamabad. [The
Guardian]

Pakistan: Security forces kill two after
attack on convoy of Chinese engineers
near Gwadar Port

(Im) Security forces in Pakistan killed two gunmen
during a gun battle that ensued after members of the
separatist Baluchistan Liberation Army (BLA) attacked
a convoy carrying engineers to the China-funded
Gwadar Port in the country’s southwestern Balochistan
province. The foreigners were not harmed during the
ambush.

In the past, various Baloch militant groups have
claimed attacks on projects linked to the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the cornerstone of
Beijing's massive Belt and Road Initiative that seeks to
link China's western Xinjiang province to Gwadar Port.
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In April last year, three Chinese academics and their
Pakistani driver were killed when a lone female suicide
bomber detonated her device as they were driving into
the University of Karachi's Confucius Institute in April
2022 [see AR No. 18, May/2022, 1]. The BLA claimed
responsibility for the attack. [The Straits Times] [Al
Jazeera] [Voice of Americal

Sri Lanka: Tax collection system to be
strengthened through establishment of
Revenue Authority

(If) President Ranil Wickremesinghe revealed plans to
establish a Revenue Authority on August 9 while
briefing the Cabinet of Ministers. Although
acknowledging that tax revenues had increased in
recent years, the president maintained that collection
had “fallen behind the targets” set out by the
conditions of the USD 3 billion IMF bailout Sri Lanka
received in May.

Tax collection in Sri Lanka is currently handled by the
Inland Revenue Department. Previous attempts to
establish a separate Revenue Authority were
considered in 2002 under a previous IMF program, in
which a merger of three key financial and taxation
institutions within the country was considered. Other
proposals have seen officials consider separating
revenue management and key taxation collecting
bodies in order to setup a Revenue Management
Authority. None of these proposals have moved
forward, but President Wickremesinghe's
determination to establish a strong Revenue Authority
may see some of these ideas carry over into the future

policy.

The president did not divulge details of the proposed
institution. The lack of information likely signals that
the announcement was an attempt to calm skepticism
from international bodies over the effectiveness of Sri
Lanka's economic recovery, which is set to be judged
during an IMF review in September. Heightened
taxation rates were part of the conditions of the IMF's
package to Sri Lanka, which also included heightened
austerity measures and the establishment of stronger
institutions to disrupt corruption and laundering.
Plugging tax loopholes is a key aim of President
Wickremesinghe's economic policy, as well as a crucial
factor of the nation’s economic recovery. [Daily Mirror]
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Sri Lanka: Supreme Court dismisses
Fundamental Rights petition made again
domestic debt restructuring

(If) The Supreme Court of Sri Lanka (SCSL) dismissed a
Fundamental Rights (FR) petition that was filed against
the nation’s domestic debt restructuring program on
August 11. The petition addresses a number of
provisions within the government’s program relating to
Sri Lanka's Employees' Providence Fund (EPF) and
Employees’ Trust Fund (ETF), whereby loans attained
from these institutions by the government will be
waived, no longer requiring payment. The petition was
put forward by the Inter-Company Employees’ Union
as well as seven other individuals.

The EPF and the ETF are both social security schemes
to promote employee welfare and ownership within Sri
Lanka, having been created in 1958 and 1980
respectively. The Sri Lankan government had taken a
number of loans from the two funds in recent years in
order to offset losses within the grander economic
fabric of the nation. The domestic restructuring
program included articles which dismissed the debts
from the loans, meaning the government would not
have to repay the EPF and the ETF for the money
borrowed. In spite of the FR petition, the SCSL
dismissed the case after two days of hearing all sides’
arguments. The SCSL maintained that the domestic
debt restructuring program was aimed at safeguarding
the funds of the nation, and that this would not be
possible without concessions being made regarding
domestic debt. [Daily Mirror] [Newswire]

This ruling follows another similar petition which was
put forward against the nation’s domestic debt
restructuring program which was also dismissed. The
Speaker for the Parliament of Sri Lanka Mahinda
Abeywardana maintained in a statement on August 9
that the nation’s courts do not have the authority to
intervene in the domestic debt restructuring program,
since it was passed by the nation’s parliament in an
official fashion on July 1. [Economy Next]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia
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Cambodia: Members of incoming Cabinet
unveiled

(dqgl) Days after Hun Manet was appointed the new
Prime Minister by King Norodom Sihamoni on August 7
[see AIR No. 32, August/2023, 2], his father and
outgoing Prime Minister Hun Sen disclosed
information about the composition of the the incoming
government. [Khmer Times 1]

According to a draft list of the new cabinet members,
circulated during a meeting between Hun Sen and the
new ministers the Cambodian People’s Party (CPP)'s
headquarters in Phnom Penh, the new five-year-term
cabinet will consist of one Prime Minister, ten deputy
prime ministers, 11 senior ministers and 30 ministers.
Among them is Hun Sen’s youngest son Hun Many,
who will become the minister of civil service, and Hun
Sen’s nephew Neth Savoeun who currently serves as
national police chief and will be a deputy prime
minister in the new government. For an overview of
unconfirmed names and ministers, see [Khmer Times
2]

Both Hun Manet and the new cabinet members will
need to pass a confidence vote in the National
Assembly that is to be held on August 22 to officially
assume their posts. The vote is widely seen as a
formality as the CPP secured 120 out of 125 seats in
the parliament [see AIR No. 32, August/2023, 2]
[Channel News Asia]

Meanwhile, Khuon Sudary, currently second vice-
president of the National Assembly, will become
president of the parliament, the first women to hold
this office in Cambodia. [The Phnom Penh Post]

Cambodia: Not enough teachers in the
capital
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(dql) Public schools in the capital city of Phnom Peng
are suffering from a shortage of teachers, according to
the Department of Education in Phnom Penh.

The Department informed that with 10,030 teachers
across all districts of Phnom Penh, primary, secondary
and high schools still a lack of about 1000 teachers.

The Department is currently cooperating with the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports to resolve the
pressing issue. Among the policies pursued, is to pay a
bonus to incentivize teachers from city districts with
staff surpluses to move to other districts in the city
with insufficient numbers of teachers. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Former general escapes death
sentence

(ys) Former two-star police general Ferdy Sambo
escaped a death sentence after the Supreme Court
reduced his sentence to life in prison.

Previously Ferdy received a death sentence for his role
as the mastermind in the murder of his aide Brigadier
Nofriansyah Yosua Hutabarat. Ferdy's accomplices also
received a reduction in sentences between 8 and 10
years, including his wife Putri Chandrawathi, aide Ricky
Rizal and chauffeur Kuat Ma'ruf. Ferdy's other aid,
Richard Eliezer, who pulled the trigger that took the life
of Yosua received just 18 months out of 12 years
sought by the prosecutors for his role as justice
collaborator.

Critics throw stones at the Supreme Court's decision,
highlighting how it could hamper criminal sentencing
in the country. On the other hand, human rights
organizations such as Amnesty International Indonesia
lauded the decision as they have been fighting to
abolish capital punishment in Indonesia. [The Jakarta
Post]

Indonesia: Golkar, PAN support Prabowo

(ys) The current minister of defense and one of the
presidential candidates for the 2024 election, Prabowo
Subianto, received the backing of Golkar Party and the
National Mandate Party (PAN). Golkar Party is one of
the oldest parties in Indonesia and the second largest
party in the House of Representatives that was
previously caught in turmoil after its chairman
Airlangga Hartanto seemed reluctant to throw his bid
in the presidential election. Airlangga stated that
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Prabowo is the most appropriate president to lead
Indonesia out of the middle-income trap.

Golkar Party and PAN pledged their allegiance to
Prabowo at an event in Tugu Proklamasi (Proclamation
Monument) complex in Central Jakarta in front of
Prabowo himself. With their support, Prabowo is
predicted to win next year's election.

Golkar Party and PAN are loyal to the sitting president,
which sparks further speculation that President Joko
Widodo is backing Prabowo as presidential and not
Ganjar who comes from his party, the Indonesian
Democratic Party of Struggle (PDI-P). [The Jakarta
Post]

Indonesia: Bawaslu file ethics complaint
against KPU

(ys) The Election Supervisory Agency (Bawaslu) filed an
ethics violation complaint against the General Elections
Commission (KPU) for lack of access given to supervise
the administrative screening of prospective legislative
candidates.

Bawaslu said they are only given 15 minutes of access
to Silon, the software used to review the eligibility of
thousands of candidates. Requests made by Bawaslu
for wider access to Silon were denied by KPU, who
insisted that such access could only be granted if there
were reports of alleged violations committed by
prospective candidates.

Bawaslu claimed that the limited access hampered its
ability to monitor election procedures, while a critic

stressed that the lack of transparency from KPU could
erode public trust in the institution. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Hunger strike over delay in
passing domestic worker protection bill

(dql) A hunger strike of some 40 Indonesian domestic
workers and activists begun on August 12, held to
express discontent over the parliament's delay in
passing a bill to protect domestic workers, that had
been proposed in 2004 to tackle discrimination, abuse,
and humiliation.

Since then, the bill has been adjusted and removed
from the legislative priority list at least three times. In
March this year, the House of Representatives
approved the bill and put it on a list of “new proposed
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bills.” But so far, legislators appear to be in no hurry to
push the bill forward. [AP_News]

Indonesia: Criminal charges against
philosophy lecturer for criticizing the
president demanded

(ys) Former University of Indonesia lecturer in
philosophy Rocky Gerung is facing criminal charges
after throwing sharp words toward President Joko
Widodo.

In a short video that has since gone viral, Rocky is seen
criticizing President Joko Widodo's bid on the new
capital city, Nusantara (IKN), then calling the president
“bajingan tolol” (stupid bastard). Dozens of people have
reported Rocky to the police for his comments.

Still, the police cannot take further action as the
Electronic Information and Transaction (ITE) Law
stipulates that only the president himself could file a
charge. President Joko Widodo when asked about the
case said that he will not file charges and will instead
focus on more pressing matters.

Following the outrage, Rocky has already apologized
publicly, saying that his critics were directed toward
the cabinet in general and not solely the president.
Indonesia is preparing a new criminal code
promulgated in December 2022 that will convict
anyone accused of insulting the president up to 3,5
years in prison. The new Article 218 will take effect in
three years' time. [The Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Militant IS loyalist arrested

(dqgl) Indonesia's Densus 88 counter-terrorism
taskforce confirmed on August 15 that it arrested a
male an employee with a state railway company. He is
believed to be an Islamic State (IS) loyalist and
suspected of preparing an attack on the headquarters
of the police's security division.

The arrested man was formerly a member of a now-
defunct militant organisation and had posted pro-IS
content on social media. He also sought to raise funds
for extremism via the messaging app Telegram.

During the raid of the man’s house a day earlier an IS
flag, ammunition and 16 weapons were discovered.
[Reuters]
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Laos: Cash tax payments banned

(dgl) In an effort to fight corruption the Lao Tax
Department has announced that its employees will no
longer be permitted to receive tax payments from
businesses that are paid in cash.

Tax payments are now to be paid via a newly-
developed online application of the Tax Revenue
Information System (TaxRIS) or banking system in
Laos.

Furthermore, individuals, legal entities, and
organizations are not allowed to mkae tax payments
through tax officials and department volunteers. [The
Star]

Malaysia: Prime Minister Anwar’s Pakatan
Harapan retains mandate in Malaysia
state elections

(ic) On August 12, Malaysians in the states of Selangor,
Kelantan, Terengganu, Negeri Sembilan, Kedah and
Penang went to the polls. This election was widely seen
as a test of the mandate of Prime Minister (PM)
Ibrahim Anwar who came to power in November last
year and his unity government, led by the multi-ethnic
Pakatan Harapan (PH) and Barisan Nasional (BN) and
their junior coalition partners, against the Perikatan
Nasional (PN)-led opposition. [Benar News] [The
Diplomat] [The Malaysian Reserve]

At a broader level, elections have resulted in what
many international outlets are reporting as a
maintenance of the ‘status quo’; states remained in the
same hands as prior to the elections. Negeri Sembilan,
Selangor, and Terengganu remained in the hands of
the ruling coalition; Kedah, Kelantan, and Penang also
remained with the opposition. [ABC News] [Business
Times] [Straits Times 1] [Yahoo News]

However, across all states the PH-BN coalition - and
especially the United Malays National Organization
(UMNO) under BN - lost seats, while PN gained seats.
[Channel News Asia 1] [Malay Mail 1] [Reuters]

This is indicative of a wider shift towards the
opposition that, while currently insufficient to unseat
the ruling coalition, has been touted by some,
including former PMs Muhyiddin Yassin and Dr.
Mahathir Mohamad, as a sign of displeasure with
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Anwar’s unity government. [Channel News Asia 2] [Free
Malaysia Today 1] [Malay Mail 2] [Malay Mail 3]

This is a development that could have consequences in
the longer term, and its effect on the government’s
flagship Madani Economy initiative that seeks to
address cost-of-living concerns remains to be seen.
[Fulcrum] [New Straits Times]

At the same time, there have been a number of
complications during the elections. It was alleged the
week before the elections that a number of online
news portals had been blocked by the government.
[International Federation of Journalists] [Straits Times
2]

Low voter turnout was noted, with turnouts in the six
states ranging from 51 percent to 64 percent. [Free
Malaysia Today 2] [Malay Mail 4] At the same time,
three voters were denied the ability to vote because of
identity theft, raising concerns about future elections
as well as the plague of identity fraud in general. [Free
Malaysia Today 3] [The Sun Daily]

The next general election is due to be held at the latest
by February 17, 2028.

Malaysia: Former Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin acquitted of abuse of
power charges

(dgl) Former Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin was
acquitted of four counts of abuse of power involving
USD 50 million, following a decision of Malaysia's High
Court on August 15 that argued that abuse of power
charges were vague, flawed, and unfounded due to the
lack of details of the offences the ex-prime minister
was accused of, namely taking advantage of his
position as prime minister and president of Parti
Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia (Bersatu) to receive bribes
from three companies - Bukhary Equity, Nepturis and
Mamfor - as well as from businessman Azman Yusoff,
for his party. [Reuters]

Malaysia: Ban on rainbow-themed Swatch
products following May raid

(ic) On August 10, the Malaysian government instituted
a ban on the sale and use of LGBT+ themed products
from the Swiss watch manufacturer Swatch, to be
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punishable by a prison term of up to three years, or a
fine of up to RM 20,000 (USD 4,360), or both.

This was done through the section 7(1) of the Printing
Presses and Publications Act 1984, which prohibits the
“printing, importation, production, reproduction,
publishing, sale, issue, circulation, distribution or
possession of any publication as described in the
Schedule which is likely to be prejudicial to morality”.

The offending products were scheduled as: “Any
publication related to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer and + Plus (LGBTQ+) in any form
appearing on Swatch watches of any collection
including the boxes, wrappers, accessories or any
other related things.” [Federal Government Gazette of
Malaysia]

Earlier this year, in May, Malaysian police had raided
11 Swatch stores to seize similar products as well [see
AR No. 22, May/2023, 5].

This has caused widespread uproar among activist
groups like Lawyers for Liberty and even business
groups like the Small and Medium Enterprises
Association. [Free Malaysia Today] [Malay Mail]

This follows an incident with singer and frontman of
the 1975, Matt Healy, in July this year, where while
onstage at the Good Vibes Festival in the Kuala Lumpur
region he publicly criticized Malaysia's laws related to
homosexuality and shared a kiss with a male
bandmate [see AiR No. 31, August/2023, 1].

Myanmar: At least 17 Rohingya refugees
dead after boat capsizes in Rakhine State

(ha) On August 10, a boat carrying estimated more
than 50 Rohingya refugees fleeing Myanmar’s Rakhine
State to Malaysia capsized, causing the death at least
17 Rohingya refugees, rescue workers said.

Rakhine State is predominantly Buddhist and home to
more than 600,000 Rohingya who are denied
citizenship and freedom of movement. So, thousands
of Rohingya in camps in Myanmar and Bangladesh try
to reach Malaysia and Indonesia every year by making
the gangerous sea voyage.

According to the United Nations (UN), nearly 350
drowned or went missing at sea last year while
attempting to cross the Andaman Sea and the Bay of
Bengal. Over 3,500 Rohingya in 39 vessels
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attempted the crossings, marking an increase of 700
compared with 2021. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Ceasefire agreement destroyed
by military regime, KNU General Secretary
says

(wn) Karen National Union (KNU) General Secretary
Pado Sawtado Mu has claimed that the military
council's coup d'état has destroyed the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).

Pado Sawtadomu made this claim at the During KNU's
17th Congress press conference, accusing the military
council of violating 12 provisions of the agreement,
which were meant to establish a new political culture
to solve the country's longstanding conflict and end the
armed conflict. He added that in this ligjht the KNU
does not have any reason to ¢ the NCA.

On October 15, 2015, President U Thein Sein signed
the ceasefire agreement that was agreed on between
the government of Myanmar and representatives

of various ethnic insurgent groups in March that year.
The KNU was one those groups, next to the Myanmar
Students Democratic Front (ABSDF), the Rehabilitation
Council of Shan State (RCSS), the Democratic Karen
Army (DKBA), the Karen National Association, the
Karen National Liberation Army Peace Council
(KNU/KNLA-PC), the Pao National Liberation League
(PNLO), the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP), and the Chin
National Front (CNF). In February 2018, the New Mon
State Party (NMSP) and the Lahu Democratic Union
(LDU) also joined the NCA. [Mizzima Burmese]

Myanmar: Military council appoints
lieutenant generals to oversee foreign
exchange

(wn) After the US had imposed sanctions on two state-
owned banks in June [see AIR No. 26, June/2023, 4], the
ruling military council has appointed Lieutenant
General Moe Myint Tun to oversee the country's
foreign exchange and added Lieutenant General Nyo
Saw to the related committee.

The six-member committee, which include the central
bank chairman and business ministers, is led by
Lieutenant General Moe Myint Tun, a confidant of
military regime leader Min Aung Hlaing. The Foreign
Exchange Supervision Committee has the power to
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monitor foreign currency use by large Myanmar
businesses and imports of basic food and luxury
goods. [BBC Burmese]

Myanmar: Activist calls for boycott of
junta products

(ha) Prominent pro-democracy activist Min Ko Naing
has called for a boycott of products from companies
controlled by the military junta, arguing that military
junta is using the money from the sale of these
products to buy weapons.

The products targeted by his call include Myanmar
beer, Andaman Gold beverages, Dagon beer and
beverages, Mandalay beer and rum, Black shield stout
beer, Army rum, red ruby cigarettes and premium gold
cigarettes.

Min Ko Naing was a student leader of the so-called 88
generation, referring to the 8888 Uprising, a series of
student-led protests in August 1988 opposing the
military, with a general strike held on August 8. After
the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, he was sentenced to
25 years in prison for opposing the military junta. [The
[rrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta leader repeat calls for
stability of country at first meeting of new
cabinet

(ha) On August 7, at the first meeting of the new
government he formed, the military junta leader
repeatedly called for efforts to restore law and order to
bring stability to the country.

He said that due to attacks by ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) and the People Defense Forces
(PDFs), the holding of the election that he wants to
hold has been delayed. He said that obstacles like EAO
and PDF are hindering the development of the country
and its people, and the goal of his administration is to
hold a free and fair election.

The military junta leader called for speeding up efforts
to restore law and order in areas affected by terrorist
attacks. He also called for increased security measures
to designate the National Unity Government (NUG) and
PDFs as terrorist groups and to gain more control over
the provinces where they are controlled. Analysts
believe that the military leader intends to hold on to
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power for a long period of time as an excuse for
instability.

The military junta tried to extend the period of national
emergency beyond the constitution and manage it.
However, all over the country are facing movements
against the military coup and the military junta forces
are committing human rights violations. Therefore,
until now, there are more than 50 townships that have
declared martial law throughout the country and the
military junta is trying hard to control the opposition.
The military leader did not say the exact date of the
election. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Arrests over suspicion of anti-
regime activities

(dgl) Myanmar Now newspaper is citing unnamed
sources according to which authorities have arrested
more than a dozen people in Mandalay over the past
week. They are suspected of anti-regime activities,
including funding the shadow National Unity
Government (NUG) and its armed wing, the People’s
Defence Force, as well as online harassment of a
commander-in-chief and participation in military
training.

The regime has designated both entities as terrorist
organizations. [Myanmar Now]

Philippines: Manila Bay reclamation
projects suspended

(ak) According to an announcement of the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), all 22
Manila Bay reclamation projects have been halted to
allow a review of their environmental and social
impacts and compliance with related regulations.

The department is especially looking into the
compliance with the Environmental Compliance
Certificates (ECCs) for the said projects and the
companies of the projects will be given a period to
correct related violations.

The long-term effect of the reclamation such as
geological risks was taken into account for the decision
to suspend the project. [PNA]
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Philippines: President approves adoption
of the National Security Policy (NSP) 2023
- 2028

(ak) The President has informed all national
government agencies and instrumentalities on the
adoption of the NSP 2023-2028 to formulate and
implementation of the security-related strategies and
programs with an aim to enhance the country's
national security challenges.

The executive order was released and shall take
immediate effect after August 12. [Manilla Times]

Singapore: Announcement of election
date for presidential elections, capped
campaign spending

(tb) The Election Department (ELD) announced that the
next presidential elections are going to be held on
September 1. On August 22, all eligible candidates will
be officially announced.

So far, four candidates applied to run in the
presidential election: Ex-senior minister Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, aged 66; entrepreneur George Goh,
aged 63; ex-GIC chief investment officer Ng Kok Song,
aged 75; and former NTUC Income chief Tan Kin Lian,
aged 75. [The Straits Times 1] [Reuters]

Additionally, the ELD published campaign guidelines
for the election. It advises candidates to utilize avenues
that connect with a broad spectrum of voters instead
of rallies. This includes mediums like television
broadcasts and social media. The ELD also revealed
that aspiring presidential candidates will be required to
limit their campaign expenses to a maximum of SGD
812,822.10 each. [Malay Mail] [The Straits Times 2]

Singapore: Forecast of economic growth
adjusted

(tb) Singapore has adjusted its economic growth
projection for the current year, indicating a narrower
range of between 0.5 percent and 1.5 percent. This
revision is a result of subdued global economic
conditions leading to sluggish external demand.

The Ministry of Trade and Industry announced the
modification, reducing the previous growth estimate
range of 0.5 percent to 2.5 percent. The Gross
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Domestic Product (GDP) for the April to June quarter
witnessed a year-on-year expansion of 0.5 percent,
which fell below the government's initial estimate of
0.7 percent made in July.

The Ministry highlighted the continued frailty in
Singapore's external demand prospects throughout
the remainder of the year. [CNBC][Yahoo][The
Business Times]

Singapore: Prime Minister Lee’s addresses
nation to National Day

(tb) On August 9, Singapore celebrated its 58"
anniversary as a nation. In his speech addressed to the
nation, the Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong highlighted
the nation's resilience in the face of challenges.

He acknowledged inflation's impact and assured
support for citizens. He emphasized transparency in
addressing recent cases involving officials and the
commitment to integrity. The 4G team's initiative,
Forward Singapore, aims to shape a shared vision
through citizen engagement. Housing affordability and
adapting to an aging population were addressed by
Lee.

The Prime Minister also mentioned Central Provident

Fund (CPF) enhancements and urged individual health
responsibility. The Forward Singapore agenda covers

education, social care, and unity. [TOC]

The CPF is a compulsory comprehensive savings and
pension plan for working Singaporeans and
permanent residents primarily to fund their
retirement, healthcare, education and housing needs
in Singapore.

Singapore: New chief executive of the
Public Transport Council

(tb) Tan Kim Hong, the Chief Executive of the Public
Transport Council (PTC), will conclude his tenure on
March 1, 2024, following approximately seven years in
leadership.

According to the Ministry of Transport, Leow Yew Chin,
currently serving as the Deputy Group Director of
Policy and Planning at the Land Transport Authority
(LTA), will assume the role of Chief Executive
(designate) at PTC starting from September 1. He will
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then officially assume the position from Mr. Tan on
March 1 of the following year.

The responsibilities of the PTC include overseeing the
pricing of public transport fares and ticket payment
services, along with providing guidance to the Minister
for Transport on matters related to public
transportation. [The Straits Times]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party seeks support
from military-backed parties in bid to
form government

(ws) After the split from the Move Forward Party (MFP),
the recently formed coalition led by Pheu Thai Party
has been actively striving to secure a majority of votes
in the lower house and gather the necessary 376 votes
of the bicameral legislature to endorse its prime
ministerial candidate, Srettha Thavisin.

On August 10, the newly established coalition between
Pheu Thai and Bhumjaithai, has successfully welcomed
seven additional political parties into its alliance,
bolstering the coalition government's representation
to 238 out of a total 500 House seats. These seven
parties include Prachachart, Pheu Thai Ruam Palang,
Chartpattanakla, Seri Ruam Thai, Palang Sangkhom
Mai, The Thongtee Thai Party, and Chatthaipatana.
However, the Pheu Thai-led coalition is still 13 MPs
short of securing a majority vote in the House of
Representatives. [Bangkok Post 1] [Bangkok Post 2]

But on the same day, a lawmaker from the pro-military
Palang Pracharat party told reporters that 40 of the
party’s elected parliamentarians had agreed to support
the PTP “because the country needs a government to
move on"” [Reuters]

Yet, it remains uncertain whether Pheu Thai will extend
invitations to PPRP, United Thai Nation Party (UTN),
and the Democrat Party. [Bangkok Post 3]

Meanwhile, Pheu Thai still looks for alternatives by
reaching out to the MFP for support in the prime
ministerial voting session. [Bangkok Post 4]

The decision to break away from the MFP and align
with the Bhumjaithai party has led to a division among
the Red-shirt supporters of the Pheu Thai Party. On
one side, there is recognition of a political deadlock
that calls for depolarization. On the other side,
partnering with Bhumjaithai has sparked discontent
among those who preferred to remain with the MFP,
as well as medical professionals who object to
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Bhumijaithai party leader Anutin holding the position of
health minister. [Bangkok Post 5]

Thailand: Progressive Move Forward Party
says it will not back Pheu Thai’s prime
minister bid

(Im) Thailand's progressive Move Forward Party, which
controls the most seats in Parliament’s lower house,
will not back runner-up Pheu Thai Party's candidate in
a parliamentary vote on the next prime minister, a
senior official said on August 15. [Reuters]

Thailand: Pheu Thai Party says charter
rewrite on top of agenda

(Im) The Pheu Thai Party (PTP), which finished second
in Thailand’s May election, announced on August 11
that a rewrite of the country's constitution was top of
its agenda in the event the party would succeed in
forming a government.

It was against this backdrop that the Chart Thai
Pattana Party, a political party with a strong base in
Thailand’'s Suphan Buri Province, has voiced its support
for the establishment of a charter-drafting assembly to
write a new constitution but insisted chapters 1 and 2
must be left untouched. [Bangkok Post]

Chapter 1 of the Constitution contains sections
defining Thailand as a single, indivisible kingdom with a
democratic regime and the King as the head of state.
Chapter 2 contains sections pertaining to the royal
prerogatives.

Thailand: NACC appeals order by Supreme
Administrative Court over disclosure of
Prawit asset declaration

(ws/Im) Thailand’s National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) on August 11 appealed against an
order by the Supreme Administrative Court to disclose
all documents it used to support its decision to clear
caretaker deputy prime minister Prawit Wongsuwan of
failure to declare all his assets. Besides the findings,
the court had also ordered the NACC to release its
summary report on the case and the four statements
given to the watchdog by General Prawit by August 11.
[Bangkok Post] [ThaiPBS, in Thail



https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-qj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-qt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-qi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-qd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-qh/

The NACC chief has justified this appeal by expressing
concerns that complete disclosure could compromise
the safety of witnesses and discourage witnesses in
other cases. The NACC has currently compiled three
sets of documents related to the aforementioned case
and has thus far disclosed two of these sets. The
remaining third set encompasses the viewpoints of
NACC officials. [Thai PBS]

This investigation was initiated shortly after General
Prawit was photographed wearing a luxury wristwatch,
along with a diamond ring, during an event at the
Government House in 2017. In 2018, the NAAC voted
5:3 that there were no grounds for accusations that
Prawit had falsely declared his wealth when he did not
include 22 high-end timepieces and rings with a total
estimated value of USD 1.5 million in his list of assets.

However, the Central Administrative Court ordered the
NACC to abide by a request made by the Anti-
Corruption People's Network to disclose a report on
fact-finding and evidence gathering, the opinions of all
NACC officials in charge of the case, and the opinions
of the NACC secretary-general that were included in
the minutes of NACC meetings.

Against this backdrop, the Supreme Administrative
Court in April ruled in favor of an appeal by the Anti-
Corruption People's Network and ordered the NACC
and its Office to disclose the three sets of documents
within 15 days [see AIR No. 17, April/2023, 4]

Thailand: Election Commission rejects
petitions to dissolve Pheu Thai, Move
Forward, Palang Pracharath parties

(ws) The Election Commission (EC) has officially
declined petitions seeking the dissolution of the Pheu
Thai Party, the Move Forward Party (MFP), and the
Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP).

EC Secretary-General Sawang Boonmee, in his capacity
as the EC's political registrar, has announced the
suspension of investigations into the dissolution
petitions. The initial petition, submitted by Sonthiya
Sawasdee, a former adviser to the House committee
on law, justice, and human rights, called for the
disbandment of the Pheu Thai party. Sonthiya alleged
that the party enabled former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra to exert control over it. Additionally,
another petition by Sonthiya targeted MFP, accusing it
of "provoking unrest."
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Simultaneously, the EC rejected a petition filed by
political activist Ekachai Hongkangwan, which sought
the dissolution of PPRP for not implementing its core
policies from the political campaign.

Nevertheless, it is worth noting that ongoing cases
continue to be active against MFP, including allegations
related to the amendment of lése-majesté law linked
to the undermining of the constitutional monarchy
system, and Pita’s media shareholding case. [Bangkok
Post] [ThaiPBSWorld]

Thailand: Pheu Thai urges caretaker
Prime Minister Prayut to refrain from
reshuffling officials

(ws) The Pheu Thai party, the core of the recently
formed coalition, has reminded the caretaker
government under Prayut Chan-o-cha to refrain from
reshuffling officials during a period of transition of
power.

On August 11, Pheu Thai party deputy leader
Phumtham Wechayachai made a statement to urge the
caretaker government under Prayut to maintain the
traditional practice of ethics and comply with the
constitution by not transferring any high-level officials,
especially permanent secretaries of ministries, at a
time when a new government is being formed. He
added that [Bangkok Post]

In response to the statement, Prayut told the media
that he had not seen the statement yet, but he
confirmed that the reshuffle plan is in line with the
legal framework and timely in its execution.
[PPTVHD36, in Thai]

In a parallel development reminiscent of military
reshuffles, caretaker Prime Minister Prayut is also set
to lead a seven-member panel responsible for the
reshuffling of military chiefs [see AiR, No. 32,
August/2023, 2].

Thailand: Two of King's four disowned
sons make surprise visit after absence of
27 years

(ws/Im) In a surprise development, two of four sons of
Tailand’s King Maha Vajiralongkorn, namely Chakriwat
and Vacharaesorn Vivacharawongse, have made an
unprecedented visit to the Southeast Asian nation
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from their homes in the United States, their first in
nearly three decades. [The Interpreter]

Since August 5, Vacharaesorn Vivacharawongse, aged
42 and residing in the United States, has visited
Thailand, and made multiple public appearances in
various locations in Bangkok. Subsequently, Dr.
Chakriwat Vivacharawongse, the King's third son, also
joined his elder brother Vacharaesorn in the city.

Their presence in Bangkok represents a remarkable
volte-face by the king. He disowned the four boys in
1996, stripping them of their royal titles, the US
reportedly granting them political asylum the following
year. In light of this, the surprise visit has led to
considerable discussions on social media.

Pavin Chachavalpongpun, an associate professor at
Kyoto University, remarked to the media that
Vacharaesorn's return appears to be more than mere
coincidence, potentially hinting at a doorway to future
royal succession. He also added that the activities
Vacharaesorn engaged in during his time in Bangkok
bear resemblances to traditional royal engagements.
Nevertheless, Pavin highlighted the uncertainty
regarding Vacharaesorn's future trajectory, as the
perception of various factions tied to the monarchy,
such as the military, remains uncertain.
[ThaiPBSWorld] [Guardian] [CNN]

Thailand: MFP proposes ad hoc committee
to address education access for migrant
students without civil registration

(nk) Move Forward Party (MFP) lawmakers, including
Natthawut Buaprathum and Paramee
Waichongcharoen, have proposed the creation of a
special committee to address the lack of access to
education for migrant students without civil
registration or Thai nationality. The proposal comes
after 126 Myanmarese students were repatriated by
Thai authorities from a school in Ang Thong Province,
sparking criticism of children's rights. The MFP aims to
expedite the issue's consideration in parliament and
gain support from other parties, emphasizing the need
to reveal the precise number of children unable to
access education and lacking identification codes. The
proposed ad hoc committee would seek a systemic
and sustainable solution, ensuring the rights of these
students, and pushing for granting legal status or Thai
citizenship to those eligible. [Prachatai]
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Thailand: Move Forward Party reiterates
commitment to indigenous rights with bill
resubmission

(nk) Move Forward Party (MFP) MPs, including Parit
Wacharasindhu, have reaffirmed their dedication to
promoting indigenous rights by resubmitting nine bills
based on the 300 policies initially put forward during
the party's election campaign.

Of particular importance is a bill aimed at safeguarding
the rights of ethnic minorities and indigenous
communities, aligning with the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The
previous parliamentary term saw the introduction of
similar bills advocating for the protection of indigenous
rights, but these measures were never included in the
legislative agenda, prompting MFP members to
reintroduce the legislation, hoping to foster equality,
empower marginalized groups, and address issues
such as discrimination, land rights, and overlapping
forest zones.

Simultaneously, other organizations, including the
Network of Indigenous Peoples in Thailand (NIPT) and
the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology
Centre, have proposed similar bills focused on
indigenous concerns.

The MFP bill features three key components:
ratification of indigenous rights with provisions against
discrimination, the establishment of a dedicated
committee for strengthening and safeguarding these
rights, and the declaration of protected zones to
resolve challenges associated with overlapping forest
areas, while ensuring access to essential resources like
electricity, water supply, and land utilization.

On the International Day of the World's Indigenous
Peoples, MFP MP Laofang Bundidterdsakul
emphasized the need to reduce inequality, create
opportunities for indigenous communities, and
address deep-rooted biases prevalent in Thai society,
aligning these efforts with the constitutional
guarantees of equal rights for all citizens. [Prachatai]

Thailand: Rayong by-election set for
September 10

(nk) The upcoming Rayong Constituency 3 by-election,
scheduled for September 10, holds significant
implications for the Move Forward Party's resilience
and unwavering commitment to its core principles.
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This election follows the resignation of MP Nakhonchai
Khunnarong, who stepped down after a past
conviction came to light, in accordance with
constitutional requirements. As the Pheu Thai Party
shifts its political alliances to form a coalition
government with junta-backed parties, Move Forward
finds itself in the opposition but remains steadfast in
its pledge not to align with such factions.

Party leader Pita Limjaroenrat's recent appearance in
Rayong highlights their determination to maintain this
stance, despite the challenges of being in the minority,
as they rally behind their candidate Phongsathorn
Sornphetnarin. The by-election offers a crucial
opportunity for the party to showcase its dedication to
principles, emphasizing local issues and the
sovereignty of the people as the supreme authority in
the country. The Election Commission has set a tight
timeline, with candidacies to be registered from August
15to 19.

The situation gained prominence when Pol Gen
Sereepisuth Temeeyaves, leader of the Thai Liberal
Party, exposed Nakhonchai's criminal record last July,
leading to his resignation. The former Move Forward
MP intends to fight the case against him, and the EC
will seek compensation for the costs of staging the by-
election.

In the face of these challenges and realignments in
Thai politics, Move Forward aims to maintain a strong
foothold as a principled opposition party, and the
Rayong by-election provides a platform for them to
demonstrate this commitment to the electorate and
the nation. [Royal Thai Government] [Bangkok Post]
[Thai PBS]

Thailand: Increase in household debts

(Im) According to findings of a survey of the University
of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, household debts
have grown by 11.5 percent in 2023, reaching its
highest level in 15 years.

The average Thai household is now nearly USD 15,000
in debt, at a time when the country’s economic post-
COVID recovery is hampered by a global economic
slowdown and delays in the formation of a new
government. [Thailand Business News]

Vietnam: New regulation on electronic
money transfer


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-fr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-fy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-fj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-ft/

(km) The State Bank of Vietnam (SBV) issued a
document guiding certain provisions of the Law on
Money Laundering Prevention and Control on Aug 8,
2023. It provides regulations on criteria and methods
for assessing money laundering risks, reporting
entities, the process of managing risks and classifying
customers in accordance with their level of risk.

It also describes reporting high-value and suspicious
transactions, electronic money transfer transactions,
and electronic data reporting deadlines. Reporting
entities must submit reports to anti-money laundering
agencies, including personal information of individuals
involved in electronic transfer transactions. The
reporting entities must submit a report to the
responsible agencies with personal information of
individuals involved in electronic transfer transactions
if the amount is equal to or exceeds VND 500 million
(21,097 USD).

The document aims to step up anti money laundering
efforts and align with the new Anti-Money Laundering
Law which came into effect on 1 Mar 2023.
[VietnamPlus]

Vietnam: Country’s largest international
container transshipment terminal for
construction

(km) The Ho Chi Minh City Party Committee basically
agreed on a research project for the construction of
the Can Gio international container transshipment port
with the aim to minimize environmental impacts and
improve people's lives.

The port will be built on 571 ha in Thanh An commune,
Can Gio district, between 2024-2026. It will be an
international transshipment hub for shipping and
logistics firms. The port will accommodate vessels with
a load capacity of up to 250,000 DWT, transshipment
vessels with tonnage ranging from 10,000 to 65,000
Tonnes, and barges with a payload of up to 8,000
Tonnes.

Construction will be carried out in seven phases, with
phases 1 and 2 scheduled to be operational before
2030. Investment for the port, auxiliary facilities,
logistics service center, and duty-free area will come
from investing enterprises' capital, while
transportation infrastructure and technical
infrastructure will be financed by the state budget or
PPP investments.
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The port is expected to generate employment for 6,000
to 8,000 people and contribute 34 trillion VND to the
budget annually through taxes and fees.

[ViethamPlus]

Vietnam: Labor federation seeks increase
of minimum labor wages

(km) The first session of National Wage Council was
held on August 9 to discuss a raise of the minimum
wage in 2024.

The Vietnam General Confederation of Labor (VGCol)
proposed a regional minimum wage to increase 5-6
percent in 2024. After discussion among the state
management agencies, employers and independent
experts, the Vietnam General Confederation of Labor
asked for consultation and ended with agreement on
not to decide on the salary increase in 2024 at this
session but to postpone discussion to the next second
session which is scheduled for the end of November.

The VGCol cited for its minimum wage increase
demand results of a survey that revealed that only 24.5
percent of workers said that wages and incomes are
only enough to meet 100% of living expenses, while
the remaining 75.5 percent of respondents said that
their current income does not meet their spending
needs. In some cases, their income only meets 45
percent of their spending needs. Also notably, only 8.1
percent of workers had accumulated surpluses from
wages and income. 11.2 percent need to work other
jobs to earn extra income and make ends met.
[thanhnien.vn]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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UN announces release of five staff
members kidnapped by al-Qaeda in
Yemen 18 months ago

(tms/Im) Five United Nations staff members, including
one Bangladeshi citizen, who were kidnapped in
Yemen 18 months ago by an al-Qaida affiliate have
walked free. The five were freed after lengthy
negotiations that included officials from Oman.

The Bangladeshi citizen, a former lieutenant colonel in
the Bangladesh Army and field security coordination
officer of the UN Department of Safety and Security,
was kidnapped in February the previous year. He had
been working with the UN since his retirement in 2005.
[Voice of America] [abc news] [The Daily Star]

UN welcomes Bangladesh Private Sector
Working Committee for SDGs
implementation

(tms) The United Nations Resident Coordinator (UNRC)
in Bangladesh has warmly received the formation of
the Bangladesh Private Sector Working Committee
(BPSWC) and its subcommittees.

Established with the goal of expediting the
implementation of Bangladesh's sustainable
development goals (SDGs), the newly introduced
BPSWC thematic groups will collaborate closely with
the Bangladesh Government, the United Nations, and
domestic and international development
organizations.

The establishment of these groups is among the initial
initiatives of the committee, inaugurated in May 2023
by FBCCI, BEF, and the UN Resident Coordinator's
Office in Bangladesh.
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The committee is expected to address crucial
challenges such as job creation, youth employment,
and the promotion of decent work environments, all of
which are critical for achieving the SDGs.

Representatives from various UN agencies in
Bangladesh, including UN Women, ILO, UNDP, UNICEF,
FAO, and UNFPA, were also present at the event. [The
Daily Sun]

World Bank commends Bangladesh's
development model, pledges support

(tms) The World Bank's Executive Director,
Parameswaran lyer, has praised Bangladesh's
impressive development model, suggesting that other
developing nations could emulate it. During a courtesy
meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, lyer
lauded Bangladesh's remarkable transformation and
attributed it to the premier's leadership and strategic
planning.

lyer also highlighted the thriving private sector and
commendable sanitation system in Bangladesh. He
pledged World Bank support for implementing the
Delta Plan-2100 and discussed assistance for Rohingya
refugees.

Prime Minister Hasina emphasized repatriation efforts
for Rohingyas and discussed poverty eradication and
climate change impacts. She highlighted the
government's commitment to fostering a better life
through comprehensive planning and support for the
private sector. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh seeks OIC support on
Rohingya repatriation, funding during
delegation visit

(tms/Im) Bangladesh has appealed to the 57-member
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to garner
international assistance in ensuring the safe and
sustainable return of forcibly displaced Rohingyas to
their homeland in Myanmar. [BSS] [Arab News]

This comes as a joint delegation from the OIC and the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees in the Gulf visited
refugee camps in the South Asian nation last week. The
delegation also included representatives from Gulf aid
agencies, including the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development and the Qatar Fund for Development.
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During a courtesy meeting at the Prime Minister's
Office, Prime Minister's Principal Secretary Md Tofazzel
Hossain Miah emphasized the significance of
maintaining the Rohingya issue on the global agenda.
He requested financial support and resources to
facilitate the relocation of Rohingyas to Bhashan Char,
while also seeking contributions from the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) and OIC nations to establish
a dedicated fund for Rohingya assistance.

Since the beginning of June, the World Food
Programme’s aid for the Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh has been cut to USD 8 per month, or 27
cents a day. The UN body, citing a lack of funding, first
reduced the rations in March from USD 12 to USD 10.

UN World Health Organization calls for
immediate measures as dengue cases
soar in Bangladesh

(tms/Im) Bangladesh is grappling with a significant
spike in dengue fever cases, prompting the UN World
Health Organization (WHO) to urge measures to
manage mosquito vectors and minimize individual
exposure through repellents and long-sleeved clothing.
[UN News]

In January the WHO warned dengue was the world's
fastest-spreading tropical disease and represented a
"pandemic threat". In fact, since late June, the outbreak
has rapidly escalated in Bangladesh, with 80,074
confirmed cases and 373 related deaths between
January 1 and August 11. July witnessed a striking
increase, with 43,854 cases and 204 deaths,
comprising 63 percent of total cases and 62 percent of
deaths.

Unusual episodes of heavy rain, combined with high
temperatures and humidity, are thought to have
fostered an elevated mosquito population, driving the
heightened incidence of dengue throughout
Bangladesh. So far, the country has instituted a
dengue control room, repurposed hospitals, and
enhanced surveillance, training, and community
engagement to combat the crisis. [The Daily Star]

India strives for a strategic partnership
with Japan, Sri Lanka

(hp) An India-Japan-Sri Lanka trilateral cooperation
event was hosted which sought to highlight the
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commonalities and strengthen ties among the three
countries. During the event, Puneet Aggrawal, Joint
Secretary of the Indian Ocean Region in the Ministry of
External Affairs, emphasized the potential of the three
nations to become reliable partners in the near future.
Japan's ambassador to India Hiroshi Suzuki upheld
Japanese prime minister Fumio Kishida's vision of a
Free and Open Indo-Pacificand and stated that Japan is
willing to cooperate with India for future endeavors.
[Wion]

This is not the first time India and Japan have tried to
start a trilateral cooperation with Sri Lanka. In 2020, a
joint India-Japan MoU was signed for the Colombo
Port's East Container Terminal (ECT). However, the
project worth $500 million was canceled which
strained Japan-Sri Lanka relations. With India and
Japan coming to rescue Sri Lanka during its economic
crisis, the revival of ties was seen. The Sri Lankan
government led by President Rahil Wickremesinghe
saw it as an opportunity to reintroduce infra stature
projects and investment plans. The representatives of
each country, who met at the event recently hosted,
reassured a zeal for working together and creating all-
inclusive cooperation. [The Hindu]

Nepal’s Prime Minister Dahal to attend
78th UN General Assembly session, visit
China in September

(Im) Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal will
visit the United States and China in late September.
[Republic World]

He will first visit New York to participate in the 78th
General Assembly of the United Nations, which is
scheduled to take place towards the third week of
September. Next, the Nepalese premier will embark on
a visit to China as part of the Himalayan nation's
delegation in the 19th Asian Games. He will meet high-
ranking Chinese officials during the visit.

Sri Lankan president celebrates

56th anniversary of ASEAN, signals desire
to joint RCEP

(If) Speaking at an event hosted at the Indonesian
Embassy in Colombo, held in honour of the

56" anniversary of the establishment of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Sri
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Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe announced
his nation’s desire to join the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) following its economic
economic recovery. The President emphasised the
importance of collaboration with ASEAN for Sri Lanka,
maintaining his nation’s “economic focus should now
turn towards the East, given the rapid development in
that region”.

RCEP is a free-trade agreement made up of fifteen
member states: all ten members of ASEAN, Australia,
China, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea. The trade
bloc makes up for 30 percent of global GDP, with RCEP
expected to eliminate 90 percent of tariffs between it's
member parties within twenty years. The agreement
became effective on January 1, 2022. India took partin
initial negotiations but decided to opt out of the
agreement, although membership has been extended
to their nation should they wish to become party.

President Wickremesinghe voiced his regret for the
lack of engagement between Sri Lanka and ASEAN in
recent years, while acknowledging the challenges his
country faces as “we now confront the disheartening
reality of shaking on the brink of bankruptcy after 55
years of existence”. Wickremesinghe also committed to
initiating negotiations with individual ASEAN members
to establish free-trade agreements (FTA) in the short-
term. Sri Lanka currently has an FTA with Singapore
and is in the process of establishing a similar
agreement with Thailand.

A challenge to Sri Lanka’s RCEP application may be the
presence of two of the nation’s biggest creditors, China
and Japan, within the agreement, who will likely desire
to see their debts repaid and trust restored in the
island nation’s economy before they consider entering
into agreements with the country. The nation is
currently in the midst of its domestic debt
restructuring plan, an attempt to satisfy creditors and
rebuild Sri Lanka's economy in line with the conditions
of a USD 3 billion IMF bailout it received in March 2023.
[Daily Mirror] [The Times of India]

IMF review on Sri Lanka’s finances
confirmed for September 11-19

(If) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
confirmed that the first review of Sri Lanka's economic
progress following a USD 3 billion bailout given to the
nation in March will occur during September 11-19.
The announcement was made by State Minister of
Finance Ranjith Siyambalapitiya, who confidently
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asserted that Sri Lanka has met the requirements set
out by the IMF for the initial review.

The Central Bank and the Ministry of Finance will be
involved in the review process. Sri Lanka is required to
finalise its domestic and international debt
restructuring in time for the review, in order to satisfy
major creditors including china, India and Japan.
Should September’s review be successful, a further
USD 350 million will be made available to Sri Lanka.

The Sri Lankan government's debt restructuring
program has seen a number of major changes to the
economic structure of the nation, including tax hikes,
increased utility charges and the privatisation of a
number of state ventures, including Srilankan Airlines,
the national-flag carrier. The review will also act as a
referendum on the policies of President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who has highlighted economic
austerity in an attempt to help the nation regain trust
internationally. [Daily Mirror] [ABP]

Quad’ nations hold joint Malabar naval
drill off Australian coast

(ed) On August 11, India, Japan, the United States and
Australia held the Malabar navy exercise off the coast
of Australia for the first time.

On the way to the location of the drill near Sydney,
Japanese and Indian navy vessels stopped off at the
Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea. Such Pacific
Islands have found increased importance amid a more
intense great power rivalry between China and the
United States.

The first Malabar exercise was held in 1992, with
Australia joining for the first time in 2007, although it
dropped out in 2008 to protests from China. In 2020,
the Quad was re-established and Australia rejoined the
Malabar naval exercise. The drill is usually held in the
Indian ocean, but 2023's exercise had to be relocated
to the east coast of Australia due to the large number
of ships remaining from the Talisman Sabre exercise,
which included 13 countries and ended last week.

The US stated that the drill is intended to improve the
ability of the four nations to work together and provide
a collective deterrence for the wider region. [Reuters]

Saudi Arabia vying to join jet project with
Japan, UK, Italy
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(ed) Saudi Arabia has requested to join the joint project
agreed between Japan, the UK and Italy in 2022 to
develop a next-generation fighter jet.

The potential Saudi involvement in the Global Combat
Air Programme (GCAP) threatens to cause tensions
between the members of the project. The UK and Italy
are open to Saudi Arabia joining, but Japan is firmly
opposed.

Japan overturned a longstanding ban on arms exports
in 2014 to allow the jets developed in the GCAP to
reach more foreign markets. However, Japan believes
adding Saudi Arabia as a partner to the project will
complicate discussions on where Japanese arms can
be sold to. Japan is also concerned that a new member
of the project will push the project past its deadline of
2035.

Although the UK and Italy have offered tentative
support to Saudi Arabia, there remain concerns
regarding security. The project relies on sharing
sensitive technology to the extent that the UK pushed
Japan to update its cybersecurity and vetting process in
order to enter the deal. The UK and Italy also doubt
whether bringing a new member into the project
would provide any significant technological benefit.
[Financial Times]

China lifts pandemic-era group travel
restrictions to more countries

(ic) On August 10, China's Ministry of Culture and
Tourism announced, effective immediately, a
resumption of group travel to key hotspot destinations
like the US, UK, South Korea, and Japan. [Ministry of
Culture and Tourism, China 1 in Chinese] [Reuters]

This is the third batch of countries to have their
pandemic-era restrictions on travel from China lifted in
this regard. [CGTN] [Simple Flying] This round of
reassessments was first announced on March 27 this
year, with the review itself beginning on April 1. [China
Briefing] [Ministry of Culture and Tourism, China 2, in
Chinese]

US Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo has issued a
statement regarding this development, lauding it as
the result of continued engagement between
representatives from China and the US. [American
Journal of Transportation]
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UN grants sanctions exemptions for
WHO's humanitarian efforts in North
Korea

(tms) A panel of the United Nations Security Council
has granted sanctions exemptions to the World Health
Organization (WHO), allowing the transportation of
tents into North Korea, as indicated on its website.

The sanctions committee authorized the import of five
multipurpose tents on July 20 for humanitarian relief to
assist civilians in addressing challenges like floods,
droughts, and emergencies. The exemption's duration
is set at nine months, according to the committee's
announcement.

The timing of the tent delivery to North Korea remains
uncertain due to the nation's COVID-19 border
controls, which are still in place. [Yonhap]

South Korea to join working-level
consultations on Ukrainian peace
formula

(cx) The South Korean government has decided to
participate in future working-level consultations to
implement the Ukrainian Peace Formula, which was
proposed by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.
The formula includes developing nuclear safety, food
security, energy security, the release of prisoners, the
withdrawal of Russian troops, the restoration of
borders, and the establishment of a war crimes
tribunal.

The peace formula was discussed during the Ukrainian
Peace Conference held in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia on
August 5-6. South Korea was represented by Cho Tae-
yong, head of the National Security Office.

According to the Presidential Office, South Korea plans
to continue to participate in peace talks, help Korean
companies participate in reconstruction projects after
the war, and realize the Ukraine Peace Solidarity
initiative proposed by President Yoon Suk-yeol during a
summit with Zelensky in July. [Yonhap]

Yoon emphasizes deterrence strategy and
UNC alliance for regional stability

(cx) Amid growing tensions with North Korea, South
Korean President Yoon Sul-yeol has worked to
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enhance the nation's deterrence capabilities and
maintain strong ties with the United Nations Command
(UNC).

During the second meeting of the Presidential Defense
Innovation Committee, Yoon affirmed that North Korea
poses an asymmetric threat and emphasized the need
for South Korea's military to develop robust deterrence
capabilities. This approach includes countering the
North Korea’s nuclear and missile programs as well as
defending against the North's cyber and drone
capabilities.

In line with this strategy, Yoon stressed the importance
of advancing the nation's ability to respond to potential
North Korean drone incursions. He highlighted the
need to develop new drone operations that can
demonstrate South Korea'’s firm response posture.

In addition, Yoon met with United Nations Command
(UNCQ) officials on August 10 to affirm the importance
of the UNC and the South Korea-US alliance in
maintaining peace on the Korean Peninsula. The
meeting was attended by US Forces Korea Commander
Gen. Paul LaCamera, Lieutenant General Andrew
Harrison, the deputy commander of the UNC, and
other UNC officials, as well as National Security Adviser
Cho Tae-yong and Principal Deputy National Security
Adviser Kim Tae-hyo.

This meeting took place amid growing concerns over
North Korea's nuclear and missile programs and
potential aggressive responses to upcoming South
Korea-US joint military drills.

The meeting aligns with Yoon's efforts to deter North
Korean aggression by demonstrating robust military
capabilities and strengthened military alliances. This
strategy diverges from the approach of his
predecessor, Moon Jae-in, who sought to defuse
tensions by improving Inter-Korean relations through
cooperation and confidence-building measures. Yoon
has critiqued Moon's policies, citing that North Korea
fabricated its willingness to denuclearize and
continued to bolster its nuclear capabilities. [Yonhap 1]
[Yonhap 2] [Ministry of National Defense, South Korea
1] [Ministry of National Defense, South Korea 2] [The
Geopolitics] [Office of the President, South Korea]

South Korea-UN: Vice Minister Oh Chairs
2023 UN Peacekeeping Operations
Meeting
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(cx) On August 11, Vice Foreign Minister Oh Young-joo
led the 2023 UN Peacekeeping Operations (PKO) Policy
Consultation Meeting. The meeting was attended by
various UN agencies related to PKO, including the
Ministry of National Defense, Joint Chiefs of Staff, and
Ministry of Public Administration and Security.

During the meeting, participants reviewed the activities
of the Dongmyeong Unit and the Hanbit Unit, which
are currently deployed in UN peacekeeping missions in
Lebanon and South Sudan respectively. Participants
discussed the necessity of extending their
deployments.

Vice Minister Oh emphasized the need to expand
contributions to UN PKOs as the South Korea will serve
as a non-permanent member of the UN Security
Council for the 2024-25 term.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs plans to submit a bill to
extend the deployment to the National Assembly and
continue to work closely with relevant organizations to
enhance the activities of South Korean peacekeeping
units. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]

Foreign Minister Park urges South Korean
envoys in Middle East to promote World
Expo bid

(cx) Foreign Minister Park Jin met with South Korean
envoys stationed in the Middle East to discuss ways to
strengthen the country’s diplomatic efforts in the
region and called for efforts to promote Seoul’s bid to
host the 2030 World Expo.

The meeting held in the UAE and was attended by 16
heads of South Korea diplomatic missions, including
ambassadors based in the UAE, Saudi Arabia and Iran.
Park stressed that recent political changes in the
Middle East present new challenges and opportunities.
He urged the attendees to drum up support for South
Korea's bid even as it directly competes against Saudi
Arabia, which has close relations with most Arab
countries.

Separately, Park held a luncheon meeting with the
Korean entrepreneurs based in the UAE. [Yonhap]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea 1] [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, South Korea 2]
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South Korea to join annual Indo-Pacific
forum of top military officials

(cx) On August 14, Lt. Gen. Park Woong, vice chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will attend the three-day
Indo-Pacific Chief of Defense Conference in Fiji.

The annual conference is hosted by the US Indo-Pacific
Command and the Military Forces of Fiji. It is attended
by top military officials in the Indo-Pacific region and
officials from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

The conference’s agenda inludes efforts to uphold the
"international rules-based order," cyber risks, and ways
to respond to natural disasters and climate change.
During the summit, Park will review the security
situation on the Korean Peninsula and discuss military
cooperation with other participants. [Yonhap]

Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Oh
Youngju meets CTBTO official over North
Korean nuclear tension

(cx/tms) Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Oh Youngju
met with Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Organization (CTBTO) Executive Secretary Robert
Floyd, on August 10 to discuss increasing cooperation
and North Korea's nuclear threat.

Oh explained South Korea's efforts to denuclearize
North Korea and requested continued support from
the CTBTO, the only international body in charge of
nuclear test monitoring and detection.

Floyd, commending South Korea's commitment to
nonproliferation and disarmament and emphasizing
the nation's strong ties with CTBTO over the years,
assured support for South Korea's efforts and affirmed
CTBTO's willingness to contribute. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, South Korea]

Floyd mentioned his hope to witness North Korea take
a "small step" by committing to suspend its seventh
nuclear test which could serve as a foundation for
building trust and confidence among nations.

While acknowledging concerns about North Korea's
missile technology, Floyd clarified that the CTBTO's
primary focus is detecting nuclear tests globally. He
also urged strong leadership from China and the
United States to ratify the CTBT. [Yonhap]
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Taiwanese Vice President’s stopover in US
spark cross-Strait tensions

(ga/ic/ed) Lai Ching-te, the Taiwanese vice-president
and presidential candidate for the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), arrived in the US on August
12, from where he plans to travel on to Paraguay later
in the week. [New York Times] [Taipei Times]

The visit has inflamed cross-strait tensions, as China
views Taiwan engaging in diplomatic relations as a
violation of its own claims over the island. China is
likely to launch military drills near Taiwan next week in
response to the vice-president's visit. [Reuters]

Lai is the current frontrunner in the Taiwanese
presidential election, as part of the pan-green political
camp which emphasizes Taiwanese sovereignty and
democracy against Chinese assertiveness. Chinese
Nationalist Party (KMT) presidential candidate Hou
You-yi is also likely to visit the US in September. [New
York Times] [Taipei Times]

After visiting Paraguay, Lai plans for a subsequent
stopover in San Francisco on the way back to Taiwan. A
source claiming knowledge of the trip’s planning
informed multiple news outlets that Lai will not be
meeting US lawmakers; instead, he will be attending
receptions held by the Taiwanese diaspora community
in those cities. [CNBC] [The Guardian]

On 13 August, the Chinese Foreign Ministry stated that
China “firmly opposes any form of official interaction
between the US and the Taiwan region... any visit by
“Taiwan independence” separatists to the US in any
name or under whatever pretext, and... the US
government having any form of official contact with
the Taiwan region.” [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
People’s Republic of China]

Some Chinese media outlets have begun referring to
Lai as a ‘troublemaker’, and claim protests of up to 600
people at his office in Taipei. [China Daily 1] [China
Daily 2]

China claims Taiwan as an integral part of its territory
and has not renounced the use of force to assert its
authority. It vehemently protests Taiwan’s participation
in international organizations and denies its capacity to
hold diplomatic relations with other countries.

Indonesia seeks OECD membership
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(ys) Indonesia formally expressed its desire to be a
member of the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) during the visit of
the OECD delegation to Indonesia on August 10.
Indonesia is the first ASEAN country to apply for
OECD.

Indonesia has long established a partnership with the
Paris-based economic forum, which also has opened
its first Southeast Asian office in Jakarta, Indonesia.
OECD Secretary-General Mathias Cormann outlined
the necessary procedures for membership during the
meeting with the president on August 10 in
Presidential Palace.

The forum will likely discuss the matter in the
upcoming council meeting in September. Indonesia
eyes the membership to increase its economy and
productivity. [The Jakarta Post]

Malaysia, Indonesia, EU establish task
force to resolve palm oil dispute

(ga) On August 7 Malaysia, Indonesia, and the
European Union (EU) announced a joint task force to
resolve disputes over Malaysia and Indonesia’s
compliance with EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR),
relating to the harvesting of palm oil. The three parties
have set a goal of finishing the task force’s work and
resolving the dispute by the end of 2024.

The EUDR came into effect on June 29 of this year and
increases requirements on traceability and due
diligence on the EU’'s imports of palm oil, among other
agricultural products. The EUDR requires restrictions
on imports of goods produced on land which has seen
deforestation since December 31, 2020, including
much of the EU’s imported palm oil. [S&P Global]

This is a significant concern for Malaysia and
Indonesia, which are major exporters of palm oil,
providing about 85 percent of the world’s supply, with
the EU constituting the world's third largest market for
palm oil. [S&P Global]

Malaysian officials criticized the regulation, calling it
protectionist for the purpose of defending an
‘inefficient’ EU oilseeds market.

Malaysia and Indonesia have also accused the EUDR
and other EU policies as being ‘discriminatory’, in
reference to concerns that smaller producers of palm
oil may not be able to meet EU documentary standards
of compliance.
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Malaysia and Indonesia also expressed concern that
being labeled 'high risk’ for deforestation by the EUDR
could raise concerns among other trade partners and
hurt business. Malaysia and Indonesia have their own
standards for the sustainability of palm oil which they
are urging the EU to accept, but the EU has said it will
only accept these alongside satellite monitoring of
deforestation as verification.

Malaysia and the EU have been negotiating a free
trade agreement intermittently since 2010, although
both Malaysia and Indonesia have expressed a desire
to halt talks on free trade deals until their concerns
about the EUDR were resolved. [Financial

Times] [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

US-ASEAN Business Council: Commitment
to increase investment in Philippines

(ak) The US-ASEAN Business Council held a meeting in
the Philippines to discuss its engagement with the
Marcos administration and to establish more
partnerships with the Philippine business sector such
as infrastructure, agriculture, clean energy, green
metals and semiconductors.

The president and chief executive officer of the US-
ASEAN Business Council, Ted Osius, highlighted the
readiness of the organization to support the
government development efforts in many areas as well
as the Philippines’ participation in the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework and Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation. [PNA]

Thailand hosts key Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework negotiations

(nk) Thailand will host the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework (IPEF) Negotiation Round from September
10 to 16, 2023, at the Shangri-La Hotel in Bangkok. The
negotiations, involving IPEF partner countries, aim to
build upon the progress achieved in previous rounds
and inter-sessional meetings.

Key topics include finalizing the draft texts of Pillar |
(Trade), Pillar Il (Clean Economy), and Pillar IV (Fair
Economy), as well as exploring potential cooperation in
tangible benefits projects to enhance regional trade,
investment opportunities, supply chain resilience, and
competitiveness. The IPEF, initiated by the United
States, focuses on economic, trade, and investment
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cooperation among its 14 Partner Countries,
encompassing major economies in the region and
representing a significant portion of global GDP and
population. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Timor-Lester-ASEAN: Timor-Leste sets
ambitious target to join ASEAN by 2025

(nk) Timor-Leste's President, José Ramos Horta, has
announced ambitious plans for the country to ideally
join the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) by 2025.

Horta, speaking at the Jakarta Post Democracy Forum
in Indonesia, highlighted the strong support from
ASEAN leaders for Timor-Leste's accession, with a
roadmap already approved at the Labuan Bajo ASEAN
Summit. The country is diligently working on action
plans, harmonizing them with its National Strategic
Development Plan, and ensuring compliance with
ASEAN treaties and conventions, further bolstering its
regional integration efforts.

Timor-Leste's commitment to reforms, human
resource development, strategic infrastructure
investment, and regional cooperation underscores its
aim to contribute not only to its own prosperity but
also to the broader advancement of the ASEAN region,
Horta stressed. [TATOLI]

Cambodia-Vietnam: Inspection
cooperation to be deepened

(dgl) At a meeting between Cambodian Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of National Assembly-Senate
Relations and Inspection Men Sam An and Vietnamese
delegation led by Vietnamese Deputy Inspector
General Bui Ngoc Lam in Phnom Penh on August 10,
the two sides reaffirmed their commitment to deepen
their countries’ cooperation on inspection work, with a
focus on on complaint resolution, anti-corruption, and
power abuses. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia-Thailand: Disaster response
cooperation to be stepped up

(dqgl) On August 9, Secretary-General of the Cambodian
National Committee for Disaster Management (NCDM)
Kim Virak and Royal Thai Army delegation, led by
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Lieutenant General Phiphat Jongwattanapaisal, held a
meeting to discuss ways to deepen cooperation in
disaster response.

The two sides reached agreement to intensify
cooperation to improve rescue measures for victims of
natural disasters. They also agreed to enhance
bilateral cooperation through the preparation of a
Memorandum of Understanding that would cover
cooperation in disaster relief, multi-purpose disaster
prevention and mitigation and operation response to
upcoming disaster emergencies. [Khmer Times]

Chinese foreign minister visits Singapore,
Malaysia, and Cambodia

(ga) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi was on a trip to
several ASEAN member countries last week, visiting
Singapore, Malaysia, and Cambodia from August 10-

13. Chinese officials linked Wang's visit to the 10th
anniversary of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as well
as the cooperation of the host countries in the BRI.

This trip marks Wang Yi's first trip abroad after being
reappointed as foreign minister, following the removal
of Qin Gang in July. It comes on the heels of a clash
between China and the Philippines in the South China
Sea, where a Chinese ship fired a water cannon at a
Philippine ship in waters both countries claim (see
article in this edition).

China's foreign ministry said that the trip was focused
on “strategic communication” with the three countries,
likely a reference to reassuring the ASEAN members
about China's territorial claims within the South China
Sea. Of the countries being visited on this trip,
Malaysia also has territorial claims in the South China
Sea which overlap with those of China. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, China 1] [Xinhua 1] [South China
Morning Post]

On his stop in Singapore, Wang met with Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Deputy Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong, and Foreign Minister Vivian
Balakrishnan. Their talks included economic
cooperation, tourism, and the resumption of direct
flights between China and Singapore which were
previously cancelled due to Covid restrictions. [Voice of
America]

During his time in Singapore, Wang also made several
statements regarding recent issues in the South China
Sea. Wang urged the Philippines to work with China to
settle the dispute in the South China Sea between the
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two countries. He also criticized the US, saying it
wanted to tie down China’s development, support
Taiwanese independence, and coerce countries into
protectionism against China. These criticisms came on
the heels of President Biden's announcement of new
investment restrictions for US companies investing in
China. [Xinhua 2] [Reuters]

In Malaysia Wang met with Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim, who said that Sino-Malaysian ties were
very strong and that he and Wang have a close
friendship facilitating these bonds. Anwar mentioned
that they had discussed “investments, education, and
regional issues”. Anwar also thanked Wang for
facilitating significant Chinese investments into
Malaysia and mentioned a desire to move Sino-
Malaysian ties towards “strategic partnership”, a level
of cooperation which Chinese policy reserves for
China’s close allies.

Wang, for his part, reaffirmed that that China was
ready to share “the ultra-large-scale market
opportunities,” with Malaysia, along with an expansion
of cooperation fields.

Wang also met with Malaysian Foreign Minister
Zambry Abdul Kadir, Transport Minister Loke Siew
Fook, and Caretaker Penang Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow. [Free Malaysia Today] [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 2, in Chinese]

In Cambodia Wang met with outgoing Prime Minister
Hun Sen and his son and successor, Hun Manet, on
August 13. The leaders agreed to continue to deepen
relations between their countries, with Wang
reaffirming the “iron-clad friendship,” between their
countries and vowing to cooperate with Cambodia’s
incoming government “to jointly build a high-quality,
high-level, and high-standard China-Cambodia
community of destiny in the new era.”

Hun Manet, meanwhile, pledged to continue to
observe a one-China policy and not to interfere in
Chinese internal affairs. These pledges are most likely
a comment on Cambodia’s stance in China's ongoing
disputes over territorial claims on Taiwan and the
South China Sea. Hun Manet is expected to visit China
in September and October. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
China 3, in Chinese] [Barron’s]

Cambodia has been a close ally of China's under the
near four-decade leadership of Hun Sen. As a member
of ASEAN and ally of China, it has helped to cut down
on criticism of China in ASEAN's discussions, which is
significant as several ASEAN members have competing
claims with China on the South China Sea. China, for its
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part, has financed a lot of Cambodian infrastructure
and building projects including airports, roads, and a
naval port. It holds more than 40 percent of
Cambodia's outstanding foreign debt. [Nikkei Asia]
[Barron's]

China-US: Beijing holds ceremony in honor
of US general serving in WWII China
Burma India Theater

(ic) China conducted a ceremony commemorating the
contributions of Joseph Stilwell, a US general serving in
the China Burma India Theater during World War 2,
and an enduring symbol of wartime China-US
partnership. [South China Morning Post]

The ceremony comes at a time when Beijing and
Washington are stepping up efforts to keep
communication channels open, reflected with visits by
Secretary of State Anthony Blinken and Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen in the past few months. [see AIR
No. 25, June/2023, 3, Air No. 28, July/2023, 2, AiR No.

China-UK: Beijing suspends building of
embassy in London

(ic) China pauses plans to construct a new embassy in
London, lapsing the deadline provided to appeal
objections raised by a London local council against
them constructing an embassy near the Tower of
London.

It has requested the aid of the British government to
step in should the application to construct the
embassy in that location be re-submitted. [Reuters]

China, Philippines clash over Philippine
warship in the South China Sea

(ga) On the weekend of August 5-6, Chinese and
Philippine coast guard vessels clashed in the South
China Sea near the Second Thomas Shoal, part of the
Philippines’ exclusive economic zone (EEZ). The clash is
at the heart of a dispute between China and the
Philippines over which country holds territorial rights
in this part of the South China Sea.
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In the incident, Chinese vessels shot water cannons at
Philippine ships bringing supplies to the BRP Sierra
Madre, a Philippine warship which was run aground on
the shoal in the 1990s and hosts Philippine marines.
[ABC Australia]

The use of water cannons in the confrontation by
Chinese coast guard vessels was condemned by the
Philippines, the US, the European Union, France, Japan,
and Australia. [The Guardian]

Both China and the Philippines claim the Second
Thomas Shoal, known as Ren’ai Jiao to China and
Ayungin Shoal to the Philippines, as their sovereign
territory; the BRP Sierra Madre has acted as a
Philippine outpost protecting Philippine claims to the
South China Sea since it was deliberately grounded in
1999. [DW] [The Guardian]

Because China claims the area as its sovereign
territory, the People’s Republic of China (PRC)
considers Philippine attempts to resupply the ship as
illegal. The PRC also claims that the Philippines has
promised to tow the ship away to respect Chinese
sovereignty, a claim which the Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. strongly disagrees with. [ABC
Australia] [Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

The Philippines announced on Thursday, August 10
that the disrupted resupply of the Sierra Madre will
resume as early as next week to ensure that the
marines aboard the Sierra Madre have necessary
supplies. Philippine Chief of Staff General Romeo
Brawner also stated that the Philippines is planning to
deploy more ships and aircraft to the area to defend its
EEZ. [SCMP]

China-US: Biden administration issues
restrictions on critical sector tech
investment in China

(ga/ic) On August 9 US President Joe Biden signed an
executive order placing restrictions on investment by
US firms in Chinese projects and Chinese companies
associated with semiconductors, micro-electronics,
quantum computing technology, and artificial
intelligence. [CNBC] [NPR]

The executive order, titled ‘Addressing United States
Investments in Certain National Security Technologies
and Products in Countries of Concern’, raises concerns
that countries adversarial to the US are eliminating
barriers between the private sector and the
government in order to enhance their military and
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intelligence capabilities. The executive order
specifically highlights the People’s Republic of China in
an annex. The order declares a national emergency to
prevent US investments in products which might
support the military, intelligence, or surveillance
capabilities of countries which could pose a threat to
the US's national security. The executive order gives
the Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of
Commerce authority over determining which specific
investments are considered dangerous under this
order. These investment restrictions are seen as an
extension of the export controls the US putin place
last October against tech transfers to China. [US
Federal Register] [CNBC]

The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA)
condemned the executive order, stating: “China
strongly deplores and firmly opposes the US's single-
minded rollout of restrictions on investments in China,”
and accusing the US of politicizing business
engagement, using national security as a front for
limiting China's development, bullying China, and
hurting both US and Chinese business interests.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Some analysts assess that part of China’'s unhappiness

with the executive order stems from the recent slowing
of the Chinese economy, with concern that investment

restrictions will further harm China’s growth prospects.
[CNBC]

Reportedly, this move may be followed by US allies in
Europe, with a UK spokesperson and a European
Commission spokesperson indicating that their
respective governments are considering similar
measures. They cite common interests in protecting
themselves against national security threats posed by
Chinese investments as part of a broader movement to
“de-risk” against China. [The Guardian] [Reuters 1]

Similar efforts to reform investment audit law are
going on also in Germany to combat Chinese
investments and takeovers. [Reuters 2]

China-US: Man accused of military
espionage for CIA arrested

(dgl) China's Ministry of State Security, the country's
top intelligence and counter-intelligence agency,
arrested on August 11 an employee of a Chinese
defense firm suspected of spying for the US and
providing the CIA with military secrets in return for
money and support for his family to immigrate to the
US. [South China Morning Post]
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The arrest comes after on August 3 the US Department
of Justice informed that two members of the US Navy
have been arrested on charges of providing China with
sensitive military information [see AR No. 32,
August/2023, 2]

Indian minister blames civil war in
neighboring Myanmar for ethnic violence
in Manipur state

(Im) India’s Home Affairs Minister Amit Shah in a
speech to Parliament on August 9 blamed the civil war
in neighboring Myanmar for the ethnic violence in the
country's northeastern Manipur state, saying that the
unrest in the Southeast Asian nation had prompted
thousands of refugees to flee across the porous
border.

Shah told Parliament that the civil war in Myanmar had
led to a lot of ethnic Kuki people - a hill tribe present in
both India and Myanmar - crossing over to India in
Manipur for their safety. The the international border
in the state is under a so-called Free Movement
Regime which allows tribes living along the border on
either side to travel up to 16 kilometers inside the
other country without a visa.

This influx, according to Shah, had contributed to
insecurity among Manipur's ethnic majority population
— the Meiteis— about purported large-scale
demographic changes.

Resentment between members of the Kuki tribe and
the Meiteis spilled over as they clashed on May 3. The
violence was triggered after a court in February
suggested that the special privileges granted to the
Kukis, comprising 16 percent of the state's population,
be extended to the Meiteis.

Separately, the state government in February had
launched a drive to evict tribal communities from
forests in the hills, saying they had encroached on
government land, sparking anger among tribal people
that they were being forced out of their homes. [The
Straits Times] [The Hindu]

Indian Prime Minister Modi invokes
ceding of Katchatheevu Island to Sri
Lanka as example of failure of INC
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(If) Whilst speaking in response to the no-confidence
motion brought against him on August 10, Prime
Minister Modi criticized the decision of former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi to recognize Katchatheevu
Island as Sri Lankan territory in 1974. Indira Gandhi's
grandson, Rahul Gandhi, is the current leader of her
party the Indian National Congress (INC) and has been
accused by Modi of being corrupt and part of a failing
dynasty.

Modi invoked Katchatheevu Island, which is located
between India and Sri Lanka, as an example of the
Gandhi family and the wider INC betraying India. The
Indo-Lankan Maritime Agreement of 1974 set forth
terms for the establishment of a clear border between
both South Asian nations and ended a territorial
dispute over the island by officially handing it over to
Sri Lanka. Modi furiously accused the Gandhi's of
dividing “mother India into three parts for politics.” The
prime minister maintained “Katchatheevu is an island
between Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka. Somebody gave it
to another country. It happened under the leadership
of Indira Gandhi.”

The implication of Modi's comments is that the island
should rightfully belong to India but was ceded to Sri
Lanka against this principle. Reflective of the prime
minister’s nationalist beliefs, the claim also
demonstrates Modi's advocacy on behalf of the Tamil
people of the region, which was also reflected in
statements he made to Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe regarding the implementation of the

13th Constitutional Amendment for devolution of
authority to provincial councils [see AR, No. 30,
July/2023, 4].

Although the claim was more likely used to insult the
Gandhi family rather than restart a territorial dispute
which was a settled nearly 50 years ago, Modi's
statement is another reflection of a growing sentiment
within India surrounding ‘Akhand Bharat' or Undivided
India, which maintains that neighboring countries
should join India as part of a bigger nation. Akhand
Bharat is a Hindu nationalist ideology that is
considered offensive to countries like Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan and Sri Lanka, who maintain the ideology
undermines their sovereignty.

Sri Lanka has not commented on Prime Minister's
Modi's assertion in parliament and is unlikely to in light
of the cordial relations that both states have shared in
recent months, especially in light of India’s economic
support following the island-nation’s economic
collapse in 2022. [The Economic Times] [Daily Mirror]
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India, Italy to strengthen military ties

(hp) In a new development in India-Italy relations,
Italy's ambassador to India, Vincenzo De Luca,
announced that the two nations would soon engage in
a bilateral deal affecting the defense sector.
Furthermore, as an initiative to enhance the navy
alliance between the two countries, the Italian warship
ITS Morosini scheduled a port visit to Mumbai, India’s
biggest port, from August 10 to 13. During this visit,
Italian Navy officials will also meet the top tier of the
Mumbai-headquartered Western Naval Command.
[Press Trust of India]

"We will very soon sign a bilateral MoU in the defense
sector," remarked Luca. In March 2023, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi hosted his Italian counterpart
Giorgia Meloni in New Delhi. It was there that both
decided to establish a strategic partnership between
both nations. During this announcement, defense was
considered as an area of prime importance for the
partnership and as a result a MoU (Memorandum of
Understanding) was signed. Keeping in view the
strategic alliance formed in early 2023, Luca stated that
a MoU will be renewed to further expand the defense
cooperation. [The Economic Times 1] [Deccan Herald]

He added that Rome aims to participate in the self-
reliance programme of Make in India. Make in India is
a campaign launched under the Modi-led government
to facilitate investment, foster innovation, enhance skill
development, protect intellectual property & build best
in class manufacturing infrastructure. The Italian envoy
said that Italy will work towards contributing to the
Make in India programme in the fields of electronic
warfare, radar, shipyard and helicopter. [The Economic
Times 2] [Hindustan Times]

United Kingdom takes steps to secure
Indian High Commission in London from
separatist violence

(If) British Security Ministry Tom Tugendhat has
assured India that the United Kingdom will take
necessary steps to ensure the safety of the Indian High
Commission in London and it's staff from pro-Khalistan
demonstrations that turn violent. The Minister's
comments, made on August 13, also touched on India’s
concerns that pro-Khalistan operations are operating
within the United Kingdom, stating “any attempt to
radicalise any UK citizen in any direction will be dealt
with by the British government”.
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The Khalistan movement is a separatist campaign
advocating for the creation of a Sikh state within the
region of Punjab. The movement is highly controversial
within India and is met with hostility by the Indian
government when it emerges abroad. Violence outside
Indian High Commissions and Embassies has taken
place around the world throughout 2023, with notable
examples in Australia, Canada and the United Kingdom
where a notable Sikh diaspora resides. The Indian
Government has expressed their displeasure at these
nations for their perceived lack of effort in stopping
demonstrations and protests from Khalistan
supporters, who are supported by these countries’
freedom of expression and speech laws. However, a
notable demonstration outside India’s High
Commission in London took place in March, where
protestors removed the nation’s flag from a pole
outside the building.

Minister Tugendhat's comments suggest the United
Kingdom's government views Khalistan supporters as
extremists and could likely change the scope and
freedom of the separatist movement within the nation
in coming months. India and the UK are in the process
of negotiating a Free trade Agreement, which is said to
be nearing completion and would strengthen
economic ties between both nations. It is likely that the
UK's response to the Khalistan movement is influenced
by the approaching agreement and a desire to stabilise
their bilateral relationship in anticipation of their
increased ties. [India Today] [Outlook India]

Indonesia, Cambodia cooperate in
tackling organ trade case

(ys) In light of the recent discovery of an illegal kidney
trade syndicate, the Indonesian police are seeking to

get an Interpol red notice issued against a suspect in

Cambodia.

The group that is believed to be part of an
international syndicate has duped many Indonesians
to fly to Cambodia to sell their organs. The Indonesian
police are working closely with the authorities in
Cambodia to arrest the suspect, who played a key role
in arranging kidney transplantations. [see AiR No. 30,
July/2023, 4] [Khmer Times]

Meanwhile, representatives of the Indonesian and
Cambodian governments met at the 26th ASEAN
Directors-General of Immigration Departments and
Heads of Consular Affairs Divisions of the Ministries of
Foreign Affairs (DGICM) forum in Thailand and agreed
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to strengthen cooperation in eradicating human
trafficking.

In first step in this direction, Jakarta will initiate a
cooperation agreement with Phnom Penh that it hopes
to be completed in the near future, according to
Director General of Immigration from the Ministry of
Law and Human Rights. [Antara News]

Indonesia’s acquisition of fighter jets from
France enters the second tranche

(ys) Indonesia’s acquisition of Rafale fighter jets
manufactured by French defense company Dassault
Aviation enters the second tranche of 18 Rafale.

The Indonesian government signed a deal in early 2022
to acquire a total of 42 Rafale fighter jets to modernize
its aging fleet. The first tranche of the deal came into
force in September 2022 that covered 6 jets, making
the total of 24 in production today.

The 4,5-generation fighter jet was chosen by the
Indonesian Ministry of Defense for its “omnirole’
capabilities to be used in all war theaters and missions.
The entire contract deal is expected to be effective in
2023. [Dassault Aviation] [Kompas]

Japan signs investment deal with Angola

(ed) On August 9, Japan and Angola signed an
agreement to promote trade between the two
countries in a ceremony attended by the Angolan
president and Japanese ambassador.

According to the Japanese foreign ministry, the deal
aims to liberalize, promote and protect investment
between Japan and Angola. It will safeguard the assets
of firms operating in each country and forbid
requesting unfair technology transfers.

The pact with Angola is the sixth investment treaty that
Japan has signed with an African nation. Angola is a
major crude oil supplier and one of sub-Saharan
Africa’s largest economies, with “high potential for
economic growth” according to the foreign ministry.

Japan hopes the deal will allow Japanese firms to
expand their activities in Angola. Meanwhile, Angola
has been strengthening its ties with China, particularly
through large infrastructure loans. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Japan] [NHK]
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Japan and Italy conduct first joint air force
exercises

(ed) From August 4 to 10, the air forces of Japan and
Italy conducted joint exercises at the Komatsu Air Base
in Japan. During the exercise, the two partners
exchanged techniques, tactics and operational
procedures.

The joint exercise is the first to be held between the
Japan and Italy, who are currently deepening their
bilateral ties. The two countries are also co-operating
on the Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP), a project
to develop a next-gen fighter jet. Moreover, Japanese
pilots have been training in Italy since 2021.
[Aeronautica Militare, Twitter] [Defense News] [Japan
Air Self-Defense Force, Twitter]

Japan expected to announce missile
interceptor pact with United States

(ed) Japan and the United States are expected to
announce an agreement to jointly develop a missile
interceptor to counter hypersonic warheads at the
trilateral leaders’ summit which will be held at Camp
David on August 18.

Reports suggest that the US and Japan are aiming to
develop the new missile interceptor within 10 years.
The new missile defense system will be targeted at
countering Chinese, Russian and North Korean
hypersonic warheads, which have become more
advanced and dangerous to Japan and the United
States in recent years. Hypersonic projectiles are more
difficult to intercept than ballistic missiles, since they
can change course mid-flight.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida will meet with
South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol at the trilateral
summit which will be held at Camp David, which will be
hosted by US President Joe Biden. Biden and Kishida
are expected to meet separately where they will reach
an agreement on the missile interceptor pact. [Japan
Times] [Reuters]

Missing Laos-based activist reappears in
Chinese detention center
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(ws) Chinese prominent advocate for free speech Qiao
Xinxin, who had gone missing in Vientiane back since
June, was reportedly arrested by Laos-based Chinese
authorities. New information has emerged confirming
that he is currently being held in a detention facility
located in Hunan.

Qiao, originally known as Yang Zewei, vanished under
suspicious circumstances in Vientiane after initiating
an online movement, the BanGFW Movement, which
aimed to dismantle internet censorship in China, often
referred to as the Great Firewall.

His family was recently informed that he is being held
in a juvenile detention center in Hengyang, Hunan
province.

The revelation of Qiao's presence within a Chinese
detention center, subsequent to his unexplained
disappearance in Vientiane, has triggered international
criticism which highlights the issue of the Chinese
Communist Party's long-arm law enforcement
operations, including operating secret police service
stations in several countries. [Radio Free Asia]

Laos to receive THB 1.8 billion loan from
Thailand for developing Khamsavath
station in Vientiane

(ws) Laos is likely to receive a loan amounting to THB
1,8 billion (equivalent to approximately USD 51 million)
from Thailand, aimed at improving the Khamsavath
Station in Vientiane.

This station, located in proximity to the shared border,
holds the potential to bolster cross-border trade and
tourism between the two countries.

The Neighbouring Countries Economic Development
Cooperation Agency (NEDA) of Thailand is presently in
the process of seeking cabinet approval for extending
the THB 1.8 billion loan to Laos. The funds are
intended for the commercial development of
Khamsavath Station area.

The Khamsavath Station is a vital component of the
Laos-Thai railway project, which aims to connect the
Thai province of Nong Khai to Vientiane, the capital city
of Laos. Notably, the first construction phase, linking
the Nong Khai and Thanaleng stations, has been
completed and awaits inspection by both countries.
[Laotian Times]
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Rohingya refugees fleeing Myanmar for
Malaysia drowned

(ga) 17 Rohingya refugees fleeing Myanmar have been
confirmed to have drowned after a boat capsized off of
the coast of Myanmar on Monday, August 7; eight
people were rescued from the boat and 30 are
missing. The refugees were headed for

Malaysia. [ABC] [The Guardian]

Malaysia has been a frequent destination for refugees
from Myanmar, with over 157,000 UN-registered
refugees from Myanmar, 105,000 of which are
Rohingyas. [UNHCR]

Recently, however, Malaysia has been deporting more
asylum seekers to back Myanmar, Human Rights
Watch (HRW) reported in 2022. HRW claims that
Malaysian authorities have, since 2019, prevented the
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) from
assessing whether refugees and asylum seekers are
being given adequate consideration before
deportation. It further claims that deportations of
Myanmar nationals by the Malaysian government
violate international law on nonrefoulement, the
principle that countries shouldn't return individuals to
a country where they face torture or serious

harm. [Human Rights Watch]

Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia enhance
environmental cooperation

(tb) Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia have embraced an
agreement to collaborate on safeguarding the
environment.

Both nations will join forces to address climate change,
share insights into securing environmentally friendly
funding, engage in environmental surveillance,
rejuvenate lands and ecosystems, guard glaciers,
enhance pasturelands, promote the growth of eco-
friendly tourism, and conserve and nurture the snow
leopard population. [Aki Press]

Singapore UOB bank to cut ties with
Myanmar banks

(ha) Nikkei Asia reported that Singapore's United
Oversea Bank (UOB) has announced that it will stop
doing business with banks in Myanmar starting from
September 1, 2023. According to the report, UOB has
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sent confidential notices to Myanmar banks, stating
that they will limit the inflows and payments of
Myanmar account holders in UOB bank.

It has been stated that the transfer of funds will only
be allowed between accounts maintained by UOB and
that there will be restrictions on the use of visa and
master card by each Myanmar citizen. Last month,
UOB also announced that it would close Myanmar
Airway International’s (MAI) foreign currency account
opened at their bank and no longer provide services.

In addition, it was announced that the Nastro accounts
of Myanmar banks at the Hong Kong branch of UOB
will be closed. These accounts are economically
important foreign currency accounts that facilitate
payments in international trade.

These events continue to be banned after the United
State of America (USA) imposed bans on two major
banks in Myanmar that are conducting international
funds transfers.

Singapore is Myanmar's largest source of foreign
investment and a favorite destination for Myanmar
military dictators and their cronies. They come to
Singapore for medical and business reasons and keep
their and their children’s foreign currency accounts in
Singapore. After reports came out that Singapore was
helping Myanmar’s military junta, due to pressure from
USA, Singapore began to restrict financial services for
Myanmar military regime. Because of these bans, the
Myanmar military junta’s international trade sector is
becoming more difficult. (The Irrawaddy)

Myanmar-China: Suspended joint power
supply project to be relaunched?

(ha) On August 8, the leader of the Myanmar junta, Min
Aung Hlaing, claimed that the country’s inability to
meet the country’s demand for electric power supply
was due to the suspension of mega projects by
previous governments.

Speaking at a cabinet meeting, the military leader
reported that - since he took the prime minister's
office -, the country has faced power shortages and
that the government was unable to meet even 50
percent of the demand while citing the suspension of
hydropower projects that were initiated some 10 years
ago as root cause for the current situation.

According to those who attended the meeting, the
Myanmar junta leader referred to the Chinese-backed
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Myitsone Dam project as an example of those
suspended projects.

The USD 3,6 billion Myitsone Dam project was signed
in 2009 during the previous military regime. According
to the agreement, China’s State-owned Energy
Investment Corporation owns 80 percent, the
Myanmar government owns 15 percent and Asia World
Company owns 5 percent, respectively. The Myitsone
Dam project was halted in 2017 due to widespread
public concern over the social and environmental
impacts of the dam project.

After the military coup in Myanmar, China is said to be
interested in resuming the project, with related talks
having been held between Chinese officials and the
second leader of Myanmar military junta and China
willing to make more concessions to restart the
project. [The Irrawaddy]

Secret Pakistan cable documents US
pressure to remove ex-Premier Imran
Khan, The Intercept reports

(Im) A new political controversy has ignited in Pakistan
after an online American nonprofit news organization,
The Intercept, published what it claims to be the details
of a diplomatic cipher that former Prime Minister
Imran Khan had cited as “proof” for a "US conspiracy"
to overthrow his government last year.

On August 9, The Intercept published what it said is
leaked content from a diplomatic cipher, which
included an account of a conversation between
Pakistan's then-ambassador to Washington, Asad
Majeed, and the US Assistant Secretary of State for the
Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs, Donald Lu,
on March 7 last year. The meeting, according to the
report, took place less than two weeks after then-
Prime Minister Khan visited Moscow on February 24,
the day Russia invaded Ukraine [see AiR No. 9,
March/2022, 1].

In the meeting, Lu reportedly told Majeed that
Washington and Europe were “quite concerned” about
Khan's visit to Russia and Pakistan taking an
“aggressively neutral position” on the Ukraine war. The
US official then bluntly raises the issue of a no-
confidence vote: “I think if the no-confidence vote
against the Prime Minister succeeds, all will be forgiven
in Washington because the Russia visit is being looked
at as a decision by the Prime Minister,” Lu said,
according to the document. “Otherwise,” he continued,
“| think it will be tough going ahead.”
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The day after the meeting, on March 8, an alliance of
Pakistani opposition parties moved forward with a key
procedural step toward a no-confidence vote against
Khan, seeking his removal from office over alleged
misrule and mismanagement of the economy [see No.
11, March/2022, 3]. The no-confidence vote removed
Khan from office a month later, which he denounced
as illegal and accused former military chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa and the US of plotting [see AiR No.
15, April/2022, 2].

Prior to this, Khan had summoned a meeting of his
National Security Committee (NSC), which comprises
the country's top political and military leadership,
where participants discussed the content of the cipher.
The post-meeting statement condemned Washington’s
"interference" in Pakistan's internal affairs.
Subsequently, the foreign ministry summoned the US
ambassador to Islamabad to formally protest over it.
[The Intercept] [Al Jazeera] [Anadolu Ajansi]

Afghanistan’s leader deems attacks on
Pakistan forbidden

(tj) Sheikh Hibatullah Akhunzada, the supreme leader
of Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban has labeled cross-
border attacks, including those on Pakistan, as
forbidden under Islam.

Pakistan has urged the Taliban to make it public to
help deter the TTP and its Afghan supporters from
conducting activities that undermine relations between
the two countries.

According to Sheikh Hibatullah, all groups have been
asked to pledge allegiance to him as attacking Pakistan
is declared forbidden. Afghan nationals have been
barred from crossing the border for militancy, the
Afghan supreme leader said and added that those who
get killed in Pakistan, will not be called martyrs.

No official of the Afghan government will attend the
funerals of the militants involved in cross-border
terrorism.

Meanwhile, the official Afghan television station aired
audio of a speech by Taliban Defense Minister
Muhammad Yaqoob, in which he revealed details
about Hibatullah's order regarding cross-border
violence.

Yaqoob said that the Taliban supreme leader had
terminated the jihad or holy war, and obedience to his


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-jru/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-jru/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-jyl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-jyl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-jyr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-jyy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vjdhltk-l-jyj/

decree is mandatory for all. Yagoob was speaking to a
gathering of Taliban commanders and security forces.

He said If someone still leaves Afghanistan intending to
wage jihad abroad, it cannot be considered jihad
anymore. If Taliban forces continue to fight despite
orders from the emir to stop, it is not jihad but rather
hostility. [The Nation]

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. denies
promise made to China on removing a
grounded warship

(ak) The president denied reaching a deal with China to
have grounded warship that serves as a military
outpost in the South China Sea removed.

He further emphasized that if such a contract had ever
been made, it should be regarded as revoked. Prior to
the claims by Philippine, China have accused the
Philippines on a promise made to remove the ship
which was grounded in 1999 whereas The Philippines
is committed to maintain the ship on the shoal as a
symbol to the countries’ sovereignty in a shoal located
in the EEZ. [Reuters]

China’s urges Philippines to work together
with Beijing after the latest clash on
South China Sea

(ak) China's top diplomat Wang Yi make the remarks
duing the visit in Singapore and Malaysia, urging the
Philippines to work with Beijing to reduce the tensions
in the South China Sea, while making a comment about
the United States role of ‘black hands' as in trying to
undermine regional stability in Asia.

Wang further commented that Beijing have made
several attempts to reduce the tension during their
bilateral dialogues and hoping the mutual trust will
begins and improve the bilateral relations between the
two countries. [South China Morning Post]

Philippines and US to strengthen alliance
in face of Chinese assertiveness in South
China Sea, president reaffirms
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(ak) After China's latest military actions in the West
Philippine Sea (see article in this edition), President
Marcos Jr. announced that the Philippines and the
United States will maintain the traditional alliance on
relevant challenges in the defense, security and
economic spheres. [abs-cbn.news]

Philippines-Zimbabwe: Seeking closer
bilateral ties with Zimbabwe

(ak) The President announced after the visit of
Zimbabwean non-resident Ambassador-Designate to
the Philippines Constance Chemwayi Malacafiang that
her visit is the beginning for the future collaboration
on agriculture and education between the two
countries. [PNA]

Philippines and Ireland to hold annual
meeting

(ak) The government of Philippines and Ireland have

signed an MOU in agreement to celebrate the 39th
anniversary of the establishment of Philippines
-Ireland diplomatic ties. The government of both
countries agreed to hold an annual meeting to
enhance further bilateral cooperation and regional
matters. [PNA]

Philippines-Vietnam: Importance of
maritime pact reaffirmed

(ak) A recent meeting between President Marcos Jr.
and the Vietnam ambassador highlighted the
Philippines’ focus on forging a maritime cooperation in
the South China Sea between the Philippines and
Vietnam after the Chinese Coast Guard (CCG) attacked
Filipino vessels in the West Philippine Sea (see article in
this edition). [Inquirer]

Philippines and Australia hold first-ever
bilateral amphibious drills

(ak) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the
Australian Defense Forces (ADF) held the first
amphibious drill in the city of Darwin.
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The drills are known as ‘Exercise Alon 2023’ as part of
the Indo-Pacific Endeavor (IPE) 2023.

The IPE aims to promote stability, security, stronger
partnership both bilateral and multilateral between
Indo-Pacific region, capacity building, and
humanitarian efforts. [PNA]

North Korea, Russia reiterate closer ties
against war with Ukraine through film
screening

(tms) North Korea and Russia have reaffirmed their
efforts to strengthen bilateral relations through a joint
screening of the Russian film "Nuremberg," depicting
post-World War Il Nazi trials.

The event, held at Pyongyang's Taedongmun Cinema
and organized by the North Korea-Russia Friendship
Association and the Russian Embassy, showcased the
2023 movie that highlights the accountability of Nazi
representatives for wartime atrocities.

The screening seemed to coincide with a justification of
Russia's actions in Ukraine, with Russian Ambassador
Alexander Matsegora linking their involvement to
countering a resurgence of Nazism in several

countries, including Ukraine.

This event reflects the broader trend of North Korea
and Russia enhancing their partnership amid changing
regional dynamics. [Yonhap]

North Korea-Russia: Signs of nuclear
cooperation shown at recent military
parade, says observer

(tms) North Korean cadres believe that the opulent
reception of the Russian delegation during North
Korea's recent military parade is a move aimed at
securing Moscow's technical assistance in nuclear
weapons development.

The parade, celebrating North Korea's perceived
"victory" in the Korean War, saw leader Kim Jong Un
and Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu standing
together. [Reuters]

Observers note that the discussions between Kim and
Shoigu, including explanations of new weaponry,
suggest North Korea's desire for more than material
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aid from Russia, seeking potential technology transfers
or cooperation for the advancement of nuclear
weapons. [Daily NK]

China's new anti-espionage law limits
North Korean intelligence agents’
activities

(tms) China's recently revised anti-espionage law has
compelled North Korean intelligence agents in China to
scale back their operations such as photographing
Chinese buildings, interacting with Chinese citizens,
and contacting overseas Chinese and ethnic Koreans in
China.

North Korean intelligence agents monitor North
Korean laborers in Chinese establishments, especially
restaurants and factories. Many of these agents are
also associated with trading firms under the Ministry of
State Security's purview. They often engage with
Chinese businesspeople and ethnic Koreans, obtaining
personal data and photos for transmission back to
North Korea.

The revised law now prohibits foreign nationals from
photographing Chinese citizens or establishments,
diminishing the effectiveness of such intelligence-
gathering methods in the past month. [Daily NK]

The law also seems to have strained China-North
Korea relations, leading to increased border
crackdowns and trade restrictions. There have been
instances of aggressive responses from China when
North Korean vessels approached their maritime
boundaries.

China has tightened its trade restrictions with North
Korea, subjecting exports to stricter customs checks,
particularly in regions like Shandong Province, where
maritime trade was active. Additionally, the list of
items prohibited for export to North Korea has
expanded. [Reuters]

South Korea-US: Top US diplomats discuss
upcoming trilateral summit

(cx) Foreign Minister Park Jin held phone talks with his
US counterpart, Antony Blinken on August 9 to discuss
the upcoming South Korea-Japan-US trilateral summit
hosted by US President Joe Biden at Camp David on
August 18.
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Park and Blinken agreed that the summit will mark a
turning point trilateral cooperation among Seoul,
Washington and Tokyo and pledged to work closely to
ensure the success of the summit.

Park stated that he expects the three countries to
bolster security cooperation against North Korea's
nuclear and missile threats, and increase trilateral
cooperation in economic security, technology and
people-to-people exchanges.

The upcoming meeting will be the first stand-alone
trilateral summit not on the sidelines of a multilateral
forum. President Yoon Suk-yeol is also in talks to
arrange a South Korea-US summit and a South Korea-
Japan summit on the sidelines. [ Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea] [US
Department of State]

South-Korea-US: Top general visits border
units to check combat readiness ahead of
major joint drills with US

(cx) On August 14, Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) Chairman
Gen. Kim Seung-kyum visited western border units to
access their readiness against North Korean military
threats ahead of South Korean-US exercises next week.

Kim inspected a guard post of the 1st Infantry Division
inside the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) as the military
prepares for North Korean provocations in protest
against the 11-day Ulchi Freedom Shield (UFS) exercise,
an annual military exercise based on an all-out war
scenario. This year's drills will take place from August
21-31. Aside from South Korean and US forces, United
Nations Command Member States are also scheduled
to participate in different capacities. The participating
countries include Australia, Canada, France, Britain,
Greece, Italy, New Zealand, the Philippines and
Thailand.

During his visit, Kim said Pyongyang will likely conduct
provocations ahead of the drills and called on troops
to "immediately punish" North Korean aggression. Kim
also inspected an air defense unit near the western
border and ordered troops to shoot down all North
Korean drones.

North Korea has previously accused UFS exercises of
being rehearsals for an invasion against it. [Yonhap 1]
[Yonhap 2] [United States Forces Korea]
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South Korea-Zambia: Talks held on Seoul's
expo bid, key minerals, bilateral ties

(cx) Foreign Minister Park Jin and his Zambian
counterpart, Stanley Kasongo Kakubo held talks in
Zambia on August 10 to discuss Seoul's bid to host the
2030 World Expo, supply chain cooperation for key
minerals.

Park requested Zambia's support for South Korea's
efforts to host the World Expo as it will enhance Seoul's
cooperation with developing countries. Park also
discussed increasing strategic cooperation with

Zambia and strengthening cooperation in the supply
chain of key minerals, such as those needed to
produce batteries for electric vehicles.

Separately, Park held talks with Zambia's Commerce
Minister Chipoka Mulenga to discuss increasing
economic ties in the mineral, energy, and
infrastructure sector. [Yonhap] [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, South Korea]

South Korea-Ethiopia: Meeting on
development and economic
cooperation held

(cx) South Korean Foreign Minister Park jin met with
his Ethiopian counterpart Demeke Mekonnen Hassen
along with Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali during his
two-day trip to Addis Ababa. Both sides agreed to
bolster bilateral relations, strengthen development
cooperation, and cooperate on the international
stage.

In his meeting with Foreign Minister Hassen on August
8, Park discussed strengthening development
cooperation in education, public health and
infrastructure. They also agreed to expand economic
tires through trade and investment. Park proposed a
bilateral investment treaty and a Trade and Investment
Promotion Framework. Furthermore, the two sides
discussed North Korean provocations and instability in
East Africa due to the Sudan Crisis.

During his luncheon meeting with Prime Minister Ali on
August 9, Park stated that Ethiopia is a key gateway to
South Korea's diplomacy with Africa as the host of the
African Union. Both sides agreed to increase
cooperation in sectors such as agriculture, mining, and
industrial technology.
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Park also spoke about South Korea's bid to host 2030
World Expo in Busan and argued that the event will
serve as an opportunity to bolster Seoul's ties with
African countries. Park further requested that Ethiopia
actively contribute to the success of the upcoming
South Korea-Africa summit in 2024. [Yonhap 1]
[Yonhap 2] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Koreal

South Korea-Rwanda: Stronger diplomatic
and economic ties discussed

(cx) Foreign Minister Park jin visited Rwanda on August
12 and held talks with Rwandan Foreign Minister,
Vincent Biruta. The two sides signed a memorandum
of understanding to strengthen ties between the two
countries’ foreign ministries.

The ministers also signed an agreement where South
Korea will provide loans through the Economic
Development Cooperation Fund from 2022-2026. They
also pledged to expand cooperation in sectors such as
health and infrastructure.

Later that day, Park held separate talks with Rwandan
President Paul Kagame where they agreed to increase
bilateral cooperation beyond development programs
to information and communication technologies as
well as other future cutting-edge technologies.

Park also sought Kagame's support for South Korea's
bid to host the 2030 World Expo and requested the
president's attendance at the South Korea-Africa
summit in 2024. [Yonhap] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
South Korea 1] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea
2]

South Korea-Ecuador, Kazakhstan: Talks
on strengthening trade ties

(cx) South Korea's Trade Chief Ahn Duk-geun held talks
with Ecuador's Production, Foreign Trade, Investments
and Fisheries Minister Daniel Legarda Touma on
August 9 via videoconferencing to discuss the Korea-
Ecuador Strategic Economic Cooperation Agreement.
They also discussed cooperation in trade, investment
and supply chains.

Ahn also met with Kazakhstan's top envoy to Seoul on
August 14 to discuss ways to bolster bilateral trade and
economic cooperation. The two sides agreed to work
closely on supply chains of key minerals and
infrastructure projects. They also discussed signing a
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bilateral Trade and Investment Promotion Framework
to boost trade relations. [ Yonhap 1] [Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Energy, South Korea]

Chinese warship makes two-day stop in
Sri Lanka

(If) The Chinese People’s Liberation Army's Navy
warship HAI YANG 24 HAO made a two-day port of call
at the Port of Colombo during August 10-12. The
warship's stop was for the purpose of replenishment,
arriving with a 138-man crew commanded by
Commander Jin Xin. The stopover did not come
without controversy however, as Indian authorities had
previously signalled their displeasure over the
prospect of Chinese vessels docking in Sri Lanka when
the ship sought permission for a port of call earlier in
the year. Sri Lankan authorities, however, briefed
Indian officials on the details of the stopover and
assuring that the visit would be a routine visit.

India remains sceptical of Chinese research vessels
making stopovers in Sri Lanka, citing concerns over
espionage and spying. Some research analysts are
concerned that the HAI YANG 24 HAO may have space
and satellite tracking electronics that can monitor
missiles, however these assumptions have not been
confirmed.

President Ranil Wickremesinghe has maintained that
Sri Lanka remains non-aligned and neutral in the
geopolitical theatre and is willing to cooperate with all
nations. However, his nation’s relationship with India
has strengthened in recent months considering the
latter's accomodating policies towards Sri Lanka's
economic recovery as part of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's ‘neighbourhood first’ policy. China, another
major creditor of Sri Lanka's, has also sought to
increase bilateral ties with the island-nation. Sri Lanka
granting permission for the Chinese warship to dock,
but also briefing India on the details of the visit
highlight the careful balance the nation’s policies have
to navigate to satisfy both superpowers who maintain
a level of power over the nation. [Daily Mirror] [The
Guardian]

Direct flights between Sri Lanka and Israel
set to begin in October

(If) Israeli airline Arkia announced they would
commence a direct air route from Israel to Sri Lanka
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and vice versa. Flights from Ben Gurion International
Airport just outside of Tel Aviv to Bandaranaike
International Airport in Colombo will begin on October
31, with two round-trip flights to occur weekly. These
direct flights will cut travel time from the current
length of ten hours, which h requires a stopover in the
UAE or the Maldives, to just seven hours.

CEO of Akira Airlines Oz Berlowitz notes the “significant
efforts from both Israeli and Sri Lankan parties” to
organize the establishment of direct flight routes and
signaled that an increase in service would occur should
round-trips be popular. Mr. Berlowitz also noted the
“full collaboration” of Sri Lankan aerial authorities with
their Israeli counterparts to establish this path.

Sri Lanka and Israel maintain cordial bilateral relations
and routinely collaborate in the fields of defense and
migration. It is hoped that the commencing of direct
flights will encourage more Israeli citizens to holiday in
Sri Lanka, whose tourism industry has bounced back
as a strong economic sector following the island-
nation’s financial struggles throughout 2022. [The Star]
[Daily Mirror]

Released documents maintain Canada
does not recognize Tamil genocide

(If/lm) Documents released by the Canadian
government in Ontario maintain that the official
position of the nation is that the violence committed
against Tamil citizens from Sri Lankan independence in
1948 until the end of the nation’s civil war in 2009 does
not constitute genocide.

The documents, which were released under Canada’s
Access to Information Act (ATIA), were requested by
Toronto-based human rights and immigration lawyer
Viresh Fernando, who is himself of Sri Lankan descent
and wanted clarity over the country’s official stance on
the matter in light on tensions regarding Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau's comments celebrating
holidays which memorialize Tamil victims and imply a

The released documents contain a number of papers
which state that the Canadian Federal Government
“does not recognize as genocide the actions and
violence committed against Tamils by the Sri Lankan
government and military”, but instead adopts the
mainstream position put forth by the United Nations
that both the Sri Lankan authorities and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (TTLE) were at fault for violating
international law and human rights. Further, the
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documents maintain that Canada believed only official
courts can decide when an act of violence constitutes
genocide, which is very particular and specific legal
charge with far-stretching consequences.

Further documents relating to Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau’s recent comments in May and July are being
held under request from the Canadian government for
an additional 270-day period. No official sources have
commented on the documents, but the statements put
forth are sure to place further ambiguity around the
bilateral relationship between Canada and Sri Lanka.

Current efforts to implement the terms of the 13th
constitutional amendment, which would devolve
powers to provincial councils and subsequently Tamil
communities, aims at facilitating a process of
reconciliation within the country, so as to move
forward from the violence of the years of war. [Daily
Mirror]

Nine Iranian prisoners freed in Sri Lanka
following foreign ministers’ meeting

(If) Nine Iranian sailors, who had been imprisoned
within Sri Lanka, were released on August 10 when
they were handed over from prison authorities to
Iran's Embassy in Colombo. Two further Iranian
prisoners will also be released in the coming days to be
repatriated back to their country. The freeing of these
prisoners follows comprehensive meetings between Sri
Lanka's Foreign minister Ali Sabry and a number of
Iranian officials, including President Ebrahim Raisi, held
during August 4-7. Both nations agreed to work
towards repatriating prisoners from each other’s
countries, with Iran presumably to follow Sri Lanka’s
actions in the following weeks. [see AiR, No. 32,
August/2023, 2]

The exchange of prisoners is a positive step in the
bilateral relations between Iran and Sri Lanka, with
further collaboration to follow in trade, tourism and
cultural exchange. Iran also offered to share
technology and scientific findings with Sri Lanka to
help the nations move away from “colonial” influences.
[Daily Mirror] [Tehran Times]

Taiwan'’s TSMC to build chip
manufacturing plant in Germany;
American workers protest against
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Taiwanese involvement in new TSMC
facility

(ed) The Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company (TSMC) has agreed to proceed with a joint-
venture chip manufacturing plant in Germany worth
EUR 10 billion.

The Taiwanese chipmaking company has partnered
with European companies to build the factory in
Dresden, where half of the cost will be subsidized by
the German government. The joint-venture European
Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (ESMC) will be
70 percent owned by TSMC.

According to TSMC, the creation of ESMCiis a
significant step forward to support demand in fast-
growing automotive and industrial sectors. The
German economy minister stated that the plant will
have a significant contribution to securing the supply
of semiconductor chips to Germany and Europe. The
plant has been planned under the European Chips Act,
and forms part of Germany's strategy to be a leader of
chipmaking in Europe.

The decision coincided with TSMC's announcing that it
will build a new factory in Taiwan's Kaohsiung, which
will bring its advanced 2 nanometer chips into mass
production by 2025. The factory was originally
intended to produce 28 nanometer chips but will
instead produce the more advanced model. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan's TSMC is currently the world's largest contract
chip manufacturer. The move to construct a plantin
Germany, as well as in the United States and Japan, is
emblematic of the company’s move from relying on
manufacturing within Taiwan to having regional
production hubs worldwide, likely in fear of the effects
of a Chinese attack on Taiwan. [Financial Times] [Taipei
Times]

Meanwhile, American workers at the TSMC chip plant
under construction in Arizona filed a petition for
Taiwanese workers to be barred from working on the
site.

The local labor union filed a petition to lawmakers to
prevent visas being issued to foreign workers after
TSMC announced it would send Taiwanese workers to
facilitate the construction of the facility amidst a talent
shortage.

The union stated that “TSMC has shown a lack of
respect for American workers, placing profit above
worker safety and deliberately misrepresenting the
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quality ... of Arizona’s workforce”. In July, the founder of
TSMC expressed his concern for labor union activity in
the project.

TSMC has agreed to apply more scrutiny to safety
standards at the site after an investigation revealed
“rampant” safety violations. However, TSMC has claims
made by the union that the company has imposed a
“brutal” work culture on American workers, and has
rejected claims that two workers have died on site.
[Taiwan News]

Former Japanese prime minister Taro Aso
visits Taiwan, expresses official Japanese
government stance

(ed/ga) From August 7 to 9, the Vice-President of
Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) Taro Aso
visited Taiwan and held talks with senior figures,
including Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen.

Taro Aso’s visit marks the first visit of a serving LDP
deputy since official diplomatic relations between
Taiwan and Japan were ended in 1972. The Vice-
President arrived in Taiwan to address the Ketagalan
Forum, which was organized by the Taiwanese
government and think tanks to address regional and
global security issues. [Focus Taiwan]

During a speech in Taipei, the former Japanese Prime
Minister Taro Aso called on Japan, Taiwan and the
United States to have “the resolve to fight"in a
potential conflict with China over Taiwan's sovereignty.
Addressing a security forum, Aso said that the like-
minded, democratic countries must work together to
deter a Chinese invasion and preserve cross-strait
stability. A LDP lawmaker has since confirmed that
Aso's remarks were in line with the official view of the
Japanese government. [Reuters 1]

Aso also supported Taiwan's bid to join the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), a regional trade bloc of
which Japan is a member. [Focus Taiwan]

The former Japanese Prime Minister met with
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen on August 8, where
both pledged to strengthen ties between the two
countries. Taro Aso reiterated his support of Taiwan’s
participation in international organizations and the
CPTPP. [Office of the President of the Republic of China
(Taiwan)]
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On August 9 and 10 the PRC sent 33 planes and 6 ships
on patrol near Taiwan in response to Aso's speech,
with ten planes reportedly crossing the midline
between China and Taiwan. China’s Maritime Safety
Administration announced that there would be further
military exercises about 300 miles north of Taipei from
August 12-14. Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense
responded to Chinese announcements of drills in the
East China Sea by calling for calm in the face of China
“damaging peace and stability”. [AP] [Reuters 2] [Taipei
Times]

The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs has criticized
Aso's speech and visit, saying that it “sought to hype up
cross-Strait tensions, stoke antagonism and
confrontation, and blatantly interfere in China’s
internal affairs.” The ministry urged Japan not to
support Taiwanese independence, saying that
reunification was a historical inevitability. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Chinal

China frequently makes incursions and runs war
games in response to political activities in or by
Taiwan, such as a visit by the then-Speaker of the US
House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi, to Taipei last
August, Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen's visit to the
United States where she met current US House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, and this week’s visit by
Taiwanese Vice President William Lai to the United
States en route to Paraguay. [Reuters 3]

Taiwan’'s President Tsai meets with heads
of Baltic states’ foreign committees

(ed) On August 10, Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen
met with a delegation of the heads of the
parliamentary foreign affairs committees of the three
Baltic States.

President Tsai thanked the Baltic states for speaking
up for Taiwan on the international stage, drawing on
the shared experiences of Taiwan and the Baltic states
as living under an authoritarian threat. Tsai hoped that
the delegates could facilitate Taiwan's participation in
NATO's Baltic Centers of Excellence which specialize in
defense and cybersecurity.

The Estonian Foreign Affairs Committee Chairman
Marko Mihkelson praised Taiwan for its democracy
and strength against authoritarian pressure. He hoped
that Taiwan and the Baltic nations will be able to
strengthen co-operation in cybersecurity, digitalization
and science, adding that the Baltics can help Taiwan
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forge closer ties with the European Union. [Office of
the President of the Republic of China (Taiwan)]

The Baltic delegates stated their goal was to learn
more about Taiwan and its security situation, as well as
to explore avenues of economic co-operation. In
Taiwan, they also met with the president of Taiwan’s
parliament, Taiwan's Premier Chien-Jen Chen, Foreign
Minister Joseph Wu, among other high-ranking
officials, think tank members and lawmakers. [Baltic
Times]

India, Thailand hold 7th Foreign Office
Consultations

(nk) Sarun Charoensuwan, Permanent Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, co-chairing the discussions alongside
Saurabh Kumar, Secretary (East) of India's Ministry of
External Affairs convened the 7th Foreign Office
Consultations (FOC) on August 7, 2023.

The talks highlighted the positive trajectory in bilateral
relations, emphasizing the need for regular high-level
engagement to elevate ties further. The discussions
covered a range of topics, including bolstering defense
and security cooperation, boosting trade and
investments, enhancing connectivity, and fostering
collaboration in science, technology, and education.

Both sides acknowledged their constructive
contributions to the region, committing to bolster
collaboration within sub-regional and regional
frameworks, notably the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation
(MGC) and BIMSTEC. In addition to addressing regional
and international developments, including the Indo-
Pacific and Myanmar, the participants underscored
close coordination in multilateral forums, particularly
emphasizing ASEAN-India, ACD, and the UN.

The Foreign Office Consultations mechanism serves as
a vital platform to review and strengthen cooperation
between Thailand's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
India's Ministry of External Affairs, reflecting a shared
commitment to multidimensional advancements in
bilateral relations. [India Bloom] [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs]

Malaysia pledges support for
decentralization in Timor-Leste

(nk) Malaysia's unwavering commitment to bolster the
decentralization process in Timor-Leste received
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renewed emphasis during a recent diplomatic
exchange.

Amarjit Sarjit, the Malaysian Ambassador to Timor-
Leste, conveyed this commitment during a courtesy
visit with Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao. Discussions
encompassed the broader bilateral relationship and
future cooperation prospects between the two
nations.

Particularly noteworthy was Prime Minister Gusmao's
prioritization of extending the decentralization process
across all municipalities. To facilitate this endeavor, he
sought Malaysia's support in enhancing the capacity of
civil servants, focusing notably on financial expertise
and planning systems.

Ambassador Sarjit affirmed Malaysia's dedication to
empowering human resources in these pivotal areas,
aiming to bolster good governance practices in Timor-
Leste. The longstanding collaboration, evident through
Malaysia's Malaysian Technical Cooperation Program
(MTCP), has been instrumental in providing training to
over 600 Timorese individuals since 2000, spanning
administration, planning, and financial management
domains, underscoring Malaysia's commitment to
Timor-Leste's developmental goals. [TATOLI]

China and Timor-Leste pledge
strengthened cooperation and bilateral
ties

(nk) Assistant Foreign Minister Nong Rong engaged in a
meeting with Ambassador Abrao Dos Santos of Timor-
Leste to China on August 9, 2023.

Nong expressed China's willingness to collaborate
closely with Timor-Leste in planning and preparing for
high-level exchanges, actively fostering practical
cooperation across diverse sectors, and advancing the
overall bilateral relationship. Notably, China's support
for Timor-Leste's entry into ASEAN was reaffirmed,
emphasizing a shared commitment to enhancing
regional and multilateral coordination for the mutual
benefit of developing nations.

In response, Ambassador Santos conveyed his
heartfelt congratulations to Nong Rong for his fruitful
visit to Timor-Leste shortly after the country's new
government was established. He recognized China as
the first nation to establish diplomatic ties with Timor-
Leste following its regained independence and
acknowledged China's enduring support for Timor-
Leste's developmental progress. Santos emphasized
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Timor-Leste's deep appreciation for its relations with
China and expressed a strong desire to further
strengthen cooperation in crucial areas such as
infrastructure, trade, education, and economic
partnerships. Timor-Leste aims to play an active role in
China-ASEAN collaboration, working to enhance
coordination on international and regional issues, with
the ultimate goal of elevating bilateral relations to new
heights. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s
Republic of China]

Iran-Vietnam: National Assembly
chairman’s trip to Iran

(km) National Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh Hue
arrived in Tehran on August 8 for his official visit to
Iran, that took place on the invitation of his Iranian
counterpart Mohammad Baqger Qalibaf.

His three-day visit aimed to strengthen bilateral
cooperation in politics, diplomacy, economy, culture,
education, science and technology and fortify the
partnership between the two legislative bodies and
bilateral ties within regional and global forums.
[VietnamPlus 1] [VietnamPlus 2]

During their talk, Voung and Qalibaf discussed cultural,
tourism, scientific, and academic cooperation, as well
as visa issuance, and direct flights between Tehran and
Hanoi. Voung stressed that Vietham'’s market was open
to Iranian goods and expressed confidence money
transfer issues between the two countries can be
resolved by setting up a joint banking committee.

They also signed a Memorandum of Understanding to
expand parliamentary cooperation. [China.org.cn]

While in Tehran, Vuong also met with President
Ebrahim Raisi on August 9 and conveyed an invitation
of Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong to visit
Vietnam, which Raisi accepted. [VietnamPlus 3].

Announcements
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Upcoming Online Events

16 August 2023 @ 10:00 p.m. - 11:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

A Conversation with Mexico's Former
Secretary of Economy and Current Federal
Deputy lidefonso Guajardo

This event will discuss the process to be used by the
opposition coalition, the Frente Amplio por Mexico, to
select its 2024 presidential candidate and the
coalition’s plans for governing, if elected. Given his past
role.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

17 August 2023 @ 2:00 a.m. - 3.00 a.m. (GMT-4),
Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS),
USA

Pursued Economy: Understanding and
Overcoming the Challenging New Realities
for Advanced Economies

Dr. Koo is described by Financial Times’ columnist
Martin Wolf as “the most original thinker in
macroeconomics of the past two decades,” and he is
credited with creating the concept of a “balance sheet
recession” in his extensive work covering Japan’s
decades-long recession. In Pursued Economy, Dr. Koo
argues that economic planners continue to work from
policy assumptions that are no longer suited for
current circumstances. He asserts that policy makers
over-rely on monetary policy and under-rely on fiscal
policy, which causes distortions in the economy and
worsens inequality in advanced economies. Please stay
in touch with this event.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.
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22 August 2023 @ 2.00 - 4.00 p.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS -
Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

China’s Belt & Road Initiative: “Small but
Beautiful?”

Due to COVID-19 pandemic, Southeast Asian countries
were significant beneficiaries of China's FDI under the
Belt & Road Initiative (BRI). This webinar will consider
these issues and provide an overview of the progress
and challenges facing China’s BRI projects in three
Southeast Asian countries, namely Cambodia,
Malaysia, and Indonesia. It will examine recent
changes and prospects of BRI projects in these
countries and beyond, in light of a slowing Chinese
economy.

More event details can be found at [ISEAS].

Recent and Upcoming Book Releases

Charles Dunst, Defeating the Dictators: How
Democracy Can Prevail in the Age of the Strongman,
Hodder & Stoughton, 448 pages, published February 2,
2023, reviewed in [LSE].

Emily Hund, The Influencer Industry: The Quest for
Authenticity on Social Media, Princeton University
Press, 232 pages, published 14 February 2023. For a
review, see [Kirkus].

Michael Mann, On Wars, published August 8, 2023.
The book is reviewed in [The New York Times].

Yang Su, Deadly Decision in Beijing: Succession
Politics, Protest Repression, and the 1989 Tiananmen
Massacre, Cambridge University Press, 330 pages,
published March 2, 2023, reviewed in [Foreign Affairs].

Calls

The University of St. Thomas School of Law Journal
of Law and Public Policy invites paper proposals for
its Fall 2023 Symposium on “Free Speech and the
United States Constitution” to be held on November
17, 2023. The deadline for abstract submission is
August 14, 2023. For more information, see [University
of St. Thomas].
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The European Scientific Institute (ESI) invites paper
proposals for the 12th Eurasian Multidisciplinary
Forum (EMF 2023), to be held on 21-22 September
2023 at Grigol Robakidze University, Thilisi, Georgia.
The deadline for abstract submission is September 19,
2023. For more information, see [EMF].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Special Assistant to be based in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until August
17,2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Field Security Coordination Specialist
to be based in Yola, Nigeria. Applications are accepted
until August 24, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Analyst to be based in
Yerevan, Armenia. Applications are accepted until
August 24, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Manager to be based in Kyiv,
Ukraine. Applications are accepted until August 24,
2023. More information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Programme Associate to be based in
Chisinau, Moldova. Applications are accepted until
August 24, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
Interagency Architect to be based in Panama City,
Panama. Applications are accepted until August 25,
2023. More information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Purchasing Assistant to be based in Dominican
Republic. Applications are accepted until August 21,
2023. More information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
Associate Program to be based in Niamey, Niger.
Applications are accepted until August 24, 2023. More
information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Medical
Officer to be based in Al Hudaydah, Yemen.
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Applications are accepted until August 23, 2023. More
information is provided as [WFEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Programme Policy Officer to be based in Al Hudaydah,
Yemen. Applications are accepted until August 23,
2023. More information is provided as [WEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a National Consultant, to be based in Sierra Leone.
Applications are accepted until August 17, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Health & Nutrition Officer, to be based in Iran.
Applications are accepted until August 26, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Education Officer, to be based in Damascus, Syria.
Applications are accepted until August 24, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Consultancy, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until August 25, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Budget Associate, to be based in Mogadishu,
Somalia. Applications are accepted until August 24,
2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a Team
Assistant, to be based in Cairo, Egypt. Applications are
accepted until August 24, 2023. More information is
provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an
Executive Assistant, to be based in Colombo, Sri
Lanka. Applications are accepted until August 25, 2023.
More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Medical Officer, to be based in Cairo, Egypt.
Applications are accepted until August 31, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Consultant, to be based in Bissau, Guinea-Bissau and
Guinea. Applications are accepted until August 24,
2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Public Health Officer, to be based in Banjul, Gambia).
Applications are accepted until August 24, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].
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The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Legal
Assistant to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until September 6, 2023.
More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Programme Officer to be based in Geneva Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until September 1, 2023.
More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Finance and Budget Assistant to be based in New
York, United States. Applications are accepted until
September 7, 2023. More information is provided as
[UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Library Assistant to be based in New York, United
States. Applications are accepted until September 7,
2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Programme Assistant to be based in Geneva
(Switzerland). Applications are accepted until
September 10, 2023. More information is provided as
[UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Senior Program Officer, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until October 10, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Casework Supervisor, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until October 10, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Staff Attorney, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until October 10, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Language Instructor, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until October 10, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Intensive Case Management Supervisor, to be based in
United States. Applications are accepted until October
10, 2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Chief Scientist, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until September 18, 2023.
More information is provided as [FAQ].
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Supply Chain Assistant, to be based in Bridgetown,
Barbados. Applications are accepted until August 25,
2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Driver, to be based in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.
Applications are accepted until August 25, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Assistant Director-General, to be based in
Budapest, Hungary. Applications are accepted until
September 18, 2023. More information is provided as
[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Office Assistant, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until August 25, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Cloud Seeding Expert, to be based in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia. Applications are accepted until August
19, 2023. More information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Programme Management Assistant, to be
based in Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted
until September 9, 2023. More information is provided
as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Consultant, to be based in Panama City,
Panama and Honduras. Applications are accepted until
August 27, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks a Technical supporter, to be based in Uruguay.
Applications are accepted until August 20, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNEP].

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
seeks an Aviation Meteorology Expert, to be based in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Applications are accepted until
August 19, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNEP].

United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)
seeks a Country Manager, to be based in Thilisi,
Georgia. Applications are accepted until August 27,
2023. More information is provided as [UNOPS].

United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)
seeks a Communications Senior Associate, to be based
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in Tashkent, Uzbekistan). Applications are accepted
until September 1, 2023. More information is provided
as [UNOPS].

United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)
seeks a Programme Management Advisor, to be based
in Remote Work. Applications are accepted until
August 31, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)
seeks a Senior Project Manager, to be based in Port
Moresby, Papua New Guinea. Applications are
accepted until August 31, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNOPS].

United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS)
seeks a Communications Officer, to be based in
Belgrade, Serbia. Applications are accepted until
August 29, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

World Bank (WB) seeks a Finance & Accounting, to be
based in Washington DC, United States. Applications
are accepted until September 1, 2023. More
information is provided as [WB].

World Bank (WB) seeks a Team Assistant, to be based
in Astana, Kazakhstan. Applications are accepted until
September 1, 2023. More information is provided as
[WB].

World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Irrigation, to be
based in Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted
until August 28, 2023. More information is provided as
[WB].

World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Energy Specialist, to
be based in Washington DC, United States.
Applications are accepted until August 25, 2023. More
information is provided as [WB].

World Bank (WB) seeks a Financial Analyst, to be
based in Chennai, India. Applications are accepted until
August 18, 2023. More information is provided as
[WB].

Baylor University in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for faculty positions. Application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [Baylor University].

The College of Literature Science and the Arts at
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan is
inviting applications for Associate Professors.
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Application submission deadline is September 8, 2023.
For more details, see [University of Michigan].

Brown University in Rhode Island, United States is
inviting applications for a Policy Analyst. Application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [Brown University].

The Government Department at The University of
Texas at Austin in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for a tenured position in Gender and
Politics. Application submission deadline is open until
filled. For more details, see [University of Texas at
Austin].

The Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at
the University of Texas in Texas, United States is
inviting applications for a Political Scientist.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [University of Texas at Austin].

The Government Department at The University of
Texas at Austin in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for a Political Methodology. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [University of Texas at Austin].

The School of Science at Marist College in New York,
United States is inviting applications for an Associate
Professor. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see [Marist College].

Colorado School of Mines in Colorado, United States
is inviting applications for a Post-Doctoral Fellow.
Application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Colorado School of Mines].

The Department of Mathematics of Syracuse
University in New York, United States is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor. Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [Syracuse University].

Rice University in Texas, United States is inviting
applications for a Director of State Government
Relations. Application submission deadline is
September 7, 2023. For more details, see [Rice
University].

Saint Peter's University in New Jersey, United States
is inviting applications for an Adjunct Instructor in
Political Science. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Saint Peter's
University].
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Mount St. Mary's University in Emmitsburg,
Maryland is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor of Political Science. Application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see [Mount
St. Mary's University].

The School of Computing and Information Sciences
at Willamette University in Oregon, United States is
inviting applications for a Tenure-track position in
Data Science. Application submission deadline is open
until filled. For more details, see [Willamette
University].

The Institute for Democracy, Journalism, and
Citizenship of Syracuse University in District of
Columbia, United States is inviting applications for
a Postdoctoral Researcher. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see
[Syracuse University].

Grinnell College in Grinnell, lowa is inviting
applications for a Tenure Track. Application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [Grinnell College].

Drexel University in Pennsylvania, United States is
inviting applications for an Adjunct. Application
submission deadline is October 3, 2023. For more
details, see [Drexel University].

The Niehaus Center for Globalization and
Governance at Princeton University's School of
Public and International Affairs in Princeton, New
Jersey is inviting applications for a Postdoctoral
Research Associate. Application submission deadline is
November 1, 2023. For more details, see [Niehaus
Center for Globalization & Governance].

Spelman College in Georgia, United States is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor. Application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [Spelman College].

Carnegie Mellon University in District of Columbia,
United States is inviting applications for a Deputy
Director. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [Carnegie Mellon
University].

University of Wisconsin-Madison in Wisconsin,
United States is inviting applications for an Assistant,
Associate. Application submission deadline is not
specified. For more details, see [University of
Wisconsin-Madison].
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to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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