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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)
covering the latest events, developments and trends in
domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the
Independence Day of Armenia, Belize, Bulgaria, Chile,
Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Malta, and Saint Kitts and Nevis as
well as the National Day of Saudi Arabia this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: US reiterates speculation about
absence of Defense Minister Li Shangfu

(ms) After last week's speculation [see AR No. 37
September/2023, 2] about the whereabouts of Chinese
Defense Minister Li Shangfu, who has not been seen in

public since the end of August, the U.S. government is
said to believe that Li has been removed from office
and placed under investigation, according to media
reports.

Neither the Chinese nor the U.S. government has
commented publicly on these allegations. The reports
are based on alleged inside information from various
U.S. officials. According to this information, Li is under
investigation in connection with suspected corruption.
Whether this alleged corruption occurred during his
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brief tenure as defense minister since March of this
year or during his time with the Peoples Liberation
Army (PLA), where he served as head of the Equipment
Development Department, is not known or at least was
not disclosed by the sources.

However, even regardless of the exact circumstances,
Li's abstinence reinforces the image of a lack of
stability within the Chinese leadership hierarchy. Li
could join the list of prominent figures, including
former Foreign Minister Qin Gang [see AiR No. 30,
July/2023, 4] and PLA Rocket Force Chief General Li
Yuchao and his deputy General Liu Guangbin [see AIR
No. 32, August/2023, 2], who have been removed from
office since July. [Channel News Asia] [Financial Times]

China: Continued concern over developer
sector amid signs of recovery in industry

(ms) The monthly report from the National Bureau of
Statistics of China (NBSC) finally signals an
improvement in industry on the one hand, but on the
other, the real estate sector remains the country's
stumbling block.

The industrial production output of the Chinese
economy increased by 4.5 percent year-on-year, up 0.8
percentage points month-on-month, while retail sales
rose 4.6 percent year-on-year, up more than 2
percentage points from July. Although these economic
figures would not yet be enough to reach the economic
target of around 5 percent economic growth, they
indicate the first signs of recovery in this area, after the
country's prolonged economic problems after three
years of zero-COVID. [Global Times] [Reuters]

The real estate sector, which was once one of the
driving forces of China's economic growth, is, however,
still on a downward trend. The various incentives
which have been put in place since July, such as
mortgage rate cuts as well as the easing of restrictions
on home purchases, have so far not been enough to
restore the private sector's lack of confidence in the
Chinese economy. Investment in the country's
property sector fell by 8.8 percent in the first eight
months of the country, down 0.3 percent from the first
seven months. [CNN] [National Bureau of Statistics of
China]

In addition, August reported the largest new home
prices decline in ten months. Nationwide, prices fell 0.3
percent compared to July. Of the 70 large- and
medium-size cities that made up these figures, new
home prices rose in only 17, three fewer than in July.
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Even more dramatic are the declines in house prices in
the second-hand market. First-, second-, and third-tier
cities reported declines of 1.6, 3, and 3.5 percent
respectively. [Xinhua]

Further and, above all, far-reaching support from the
Chinese government is needed to save the property
sector in particular in the long term, is the consensus
view of various economic experts. [South China
Morning Post]

In addition to the lack of confidence in the economy,
falling incomes could also stand in the way of stronger
consumption by Chinese citizens. According to data
compiled by Bloomberg, a decline in the income of
Chinese workers has been evident for at least a year
now. On the one hand this manifests itself in sinking
starting salaries of at least 6-9 per cent. Likewise, the
real salary is said to have shrunk due to the cutting of
various benefits. The country's financial sector is said
to be particularly hard hit by these cuts, with salaries
falling by up to 40 percent. [Bloomberg]

China: Employees of Evergrande
subsidiary arrested

(ms) Police in the southern city of Shenzhen
announced in a statement released on September 16
that they had taken several employees of Evergrande
Wealth, a subsidiary of developer Evergrande, into
custody, in the first criminal investigation against the
developer since 2021 and the resulting real estate
crisis in the country that continues to this day.

In a statement released shortly after, Shenzhen police
announced that the Chinese real estate giant's finance
department is suspected of "illegally collecting funds to
form an internal fund pool, violating the contract and
mismatching product investment directions and
deadlines, causing losses to investors."

In addition, the statement said that as a result of the
investigation, "criminal coercive measures in
accordance with the law" were taken against a person
with the surname Du, among other employees, raising
speculation that the person in question might be Du
Liang, the general manager and legal representative of
the wealth management division. [CNN] [Reuters]
[Shenzhen Press Office via WeChat]
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China: Law amendment allows for
collection of "biological information" at
minor offensives

(ms) An amendment to the Public Security
Administration Punishments Law submitted to the
National People’s Congress (NPC) stipulates that
security agencies should be able to collect biological
samples even in the case of minor offensives.

The submitted amendment would drastically expand
the authority of the security agencies and critics see it
as a mechanism for abuse of power. Until now, the
collection of "biological information" such as blood,
urine, saliva or fingerprints has only been possible for
serious crimes related to e.g., drug crimes or terrorism.

If successfully implemented, security agencies would
be able to do this for offenses such as vandalism,
rioting, or spreading rumors or false information. The
latter is an often-used rhetoric that is applied to the
dissemination of governmental criminal content.

It is feared that the newly acquired powers could be
used to crack down even harder on dissidents and
critics. [Caixin Global] [South China Morning Post]

China: Smart green card to be revised

(ms) The National Immigration Administration on
September 15 unveiled plans to rework the smart
green card, envisioning an expansion of both its
security and usability with the aim of "ensuring the
country's high-level opening up to the outside world
and improved management of foreign residents."

The smart green card was first issued in 2017 and is
part of a campaign launched under President Xi Jinping
to attract foreign professionals to the country. The
card serves as proof of identification and eliminates
the need for a passport in daily life.

However, only about 12,000 green cards have been
issued since their introduction, as the requirements to
apply for one are very high. Foreign citizens must
either be married to a Chinese citizen for more than
five years, have invested more than USD 500,000 in
China, or be employed or have been employed at least
at the vice-director level of a company. Therefore, a
significant effect of the reissue of the card is
questionable. [South China Morning Post]
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China: Loophole against sale of large
shares after divorce closed

(ms) China Securities Regulatory Commission (CSRC)
expands existing legislation on sales of large shares by
removing exemptions for post-divorce sales.

This year alone, eight major shareholders of listed
companies are said to have transferred USD 3.9 billion
worth of shares to their ex-spouses after their divorce,
made possible by an existing exemption in the
Securities Law.

According to the law, major shareholders who own
more than 5 percent of the shares of a company may
sell only two percent of the shares within 90 days.
However, there was an exception that allowed these
shareholders to sell four percent after a divorce.

Due to the suspicion that against this background
shareholders have deliberately divorced their partner
to take advantage of this restriction, this has now been
removed with the newly introduced amendment.

The CSRC hopes that this will counteract large sales of
Chinese shares and thus strengthen confidence in the
Chinese economy. [Bloomberg]

China: Foreign Ministry denies rumors
about Apple ban with a "but”

(ms) The Chinese Foreign Ministry on September 13
denied reports [see AiR No. 37, September/2023, 2]
about bans on the use of Apple products for
government officials as well as employees of state-
owned companies but pointed to allegedly mounting
reports over security risks in Apple products.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry responded to the rumors
by stating that "China did not issue any law, regulation
or policy document that bans the purchase and use of
cellphones of foreign brands, such as iPhone" but
added that "[they] did notice media reports about
security issues related to iPhone." China would attach
great importance to cybersecurity and "hope" cell
phone manufacturers would comply with the relevant
laws.

Observers see an ambiguity in this statement. While
there may be no official ban, the government's cited
security concerns provide an argument that can be
used in the event of any future restrictions of this
nature or has already been used in existing
"recommendations" to officials and employees of
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state-owned enterprises to prefer Chinese products
over their U.S. counterparts. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China] [Reuters]

China: Former chairman of China's largest
insurer sentenced to life imprisonment

(ms) Wang Bin, the former chairman of China Life
Insurance Group, was sentenced on September 12 to
life imprisonment with a two-year reprieve for
accepting bribes totaling about USD 45 million.

Wang had already been placed under investigation in
early 2022, in the wake of a more than two-year
crackdown on the country's financial system as part of
China's President Xi Jinping anti-corruption campaign
[see AIR No. 3, January/2022, 3].

The verdict stated that the death sentence imposed
would be commuted to life imprisonment after a two-
year period, a common practice of Chinese courts in
high-profile cases. [BBC] [China Daily]

Almost simultaneously with Wang's verdict, the
Shanghai Municipal Commission for Discipline
Inspection and Supervision, the anti-corruption body
of the country's eastern metropolis, announced it had
placed Bai Tinghui, party secretary and director of the
Shanghai State-owned Assets Supervision and
Administration Commission under investigation. Bai is
alleged to have committed "serious violations of party
discipline and the law," an often-used euphemism for
corruption.

In addition, an investigation has been launched into
five management-level employees of the country on
the same charges. [Caixin Globall[South China Morning
Post]

Japan: Prime Minister Kishida reshuffles
cabinet, five new female ministers
appointed

(ed) On September 13, Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida reshuffled his cabinet in an attempt to refocus
his government's policy towards gender equality and
defense amid stagnant opinion polling.

The new government includes eleven new ministers
and five women. Kishida appointed former Justice
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Minister Yoko Kamikawa as foreign minister, making
her Japan's first female foreign minister since 2002.

The replacement of Yoshimasa Hayashi as foreign
minister was viewed by many as a surprise, with
Hayashi even being viewed as a potential future Prime
Minister. Kamikawa's promotion may be a result of
Kishida attempting to take more personal control of
Japan'’s foreign policy and diplomacy, as well as the
Prime Minister's attempt to sideline officials within the
foreign ministry associated with the previous Suga
administration. [Nikkei Asia]

Kamikawa told reporters she is committed to
contributing “not only to Japan'’s interest but also to the
peace of the world”. However, it is unlikely that
Kamikawa's appointment will lead to any significant
change in the direction of Japan’s foreign policy.

Her main priorities will be to address the diplomatic
fallout over Japan'’s release of Fukushima nuclear
power plant's treated radioactive wastewater into the
Pacific Ocean, which has particularly caused anger with
China. She will also maintain Japan's support of
Ukraine and condemnation of Russia’s invasion. [Japan
Times] [Kyodo News]

A further significant appointment was Minoru Kihara to
the post of defense minister, replacing Yasukazu
Hamada. Kihara belongs to a Japan-Taiwan
interparliamentary group, which analysts have
suggested represents an increasing closeness between
Tokyo and Taipei, as China increasingly asserts its
claims over Taiwan's sovereignty. Kihara will be
charged with overseeing the planned doubling of
Japan’s defense spending over the coming five years,
as well as dealing with the rising geopolitical tensions
in the Indo-Pacific region. [Reuters]

Cabinet posts were distributed to reflect the balance of
power within the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP).
Close to half of the appointments went to figures
belonging to the two largest factions associated with
the late Shinzo Abe and former Prime Minister Taro
Aso. Kishida must stay on good terms with his party to
secure re-election to the LDP presidency in September
2024. [AP]

At his Cabinet’s swearing-in ceremony, Kishida outlined
the three pillars of his policy goals, namely, ending
deflation, stronger diplomacy and security, as well as
measures to mitigate Japan's low birthrate and
declining population.

The cabinet reshuffle has been an opportunity for
Kishida to provide a fresh-faced government amid a
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polling slump. A poll released last week showed that 43
percent disapproved of Kishida's leadership, with only
36 percent approving. The previous government was
beset by scandals, including the mishandling of data
linked with the new My Number identification cards,
and the arrest of a vice minister on charges of bribery
[see AIR No. 34, August/2023, 4]. [NHK] [Reuters]

Japan: Record high number of elderly
people

(dgl) Data presented by Japan’s Ministry of Internal

Affairs and Communications reveal that Japanese aged
80 and over has reached 10.1 percent of the country's
total population of 124.6 million for the first time, due
to an increase of 270,000 compared with the previous.

This is the world's highest proportion of elderly people,
highlighting Japan’s continued struggle to grapple with
a rapidly aging society.

Marking another record high, the proportion of those
aged 65 and older, defined as the elderly in Japan,
stood at 29.1 percent of the total population (36.23
million). [Kyodo News]

Japan: More long-range missile depots
planned from 2024

(ed) From the 2024 fiscal year, Japan is planning to
build more long-range missile depots at military bases
as the Self-Defense Force (SDF) develops its capabilities
to strike enemy bases.

Amid rising regional tensions, Japan relaxed its mainly
pacifist security policy in December to include the
ability to strike enemy bases to deter attacks. Japan
plans to deploy long-range missiles with such
capabilities from fiscal 2026.

The defense ministry requested 12.4 billion yen (USD
84 million) in the 2024 budget to build the new depots
for the long-range missiles. Four depots are already
under construction, while nine more are planned.
[Kyodo News]

North Korea: Market exchange rates show
little change despite resumed travel links
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(tms) Amid renewed transportation connections such
as airlines, trains, and buses between North Korea and
China, there has been minimal fluctuation in North
Korea's market exchange rates.

As of first week of September 2023, in a regular survey
of North Korean market prices, the dollar was trading
at KPW 8,380 in Pyongyang, only KPW 80 higher than
two weeks earlier. Similar marginal increases were
observed in other regions of the country, like Sinuiju
and Hyesan.

The exchange rate for the Chinese yuan (RMB) has also
remained stable, with minimal fluctuations despite
resumed travel between North Korea and China since
mid-August.

There have been no official directives indicating an
immediate border opening, and measures to enhance
state control over trade appear set to continue. [Daily
NK]

North Korea: Security forces ordered to
return weapons ahead of Kim Jong Un's
Russia visit

(tms) In anticipation of Kim Jong Un's visit to Russia,
North Korea's Ministry of State Security issued an
order instructing its North Hamgyong Province branch
to return weapons to armories, as revealed by
sources.

Issued at midnight on September 10, the directive
mandated the confiscation of weapons and
ammunition from all ministry agents in the region,
emphasizing prevention of weapon-related incidents.

Compared to Kim's 2019 visit to Russia, heightened
security now includes all Ministry of State Security
personnel in North Hamgyong Province surrendering
weapons, as rumors suggest Kim may make unplanned
visits to significant sites after his return from Russia,
prompting the division of railroad sections into
responsibility zones. [Daily NK]

North Korea: Public executions target
alleged burglars and murderers amid
rising crime

(tms) To counter a rise in burglaries and murders in
Chongjin, North Korea, five people were publicly
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executed in late August, cited as causing "public
disorder and sowing fear" by anonymous sources.

Monthly murders persist in the city, prompting
residents to adopt a cautious approach when facing
burglars, though skepticism remains regarding the
effectiveness of executions in curbing crime.

Many see food shortages and economic hardships as
the root causes, requiring fundamental solutions
beyond punitive measures. [Daily NK]

South Korea: Nominations of new
defense, culture, and gender equality
ministers

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol has nominated ruling
party lawmaker and former three-star Army general
Rep. Shin Won-sik as the new defense minister,

replacing Lee Jong-sup in a partial Cabinet reshuffle.

Yoo In-chon, currently serving as a special presidential
adviser for culture and sports, has been selected as
the new culture minister, and Kim Haeng, a former
interim leadership member of the ruling People Power
Party (PPP), is the nominee for the gender equality and
family minister role.

Presidential Chief of Staff Kim Dae-ki announced Rep.
Shin Won-sik's nomination, citing his extensive military
career. Shin's role is critical for addressing North
Korea's threats and advancing military modernization
through Defense Innovation 4.0. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap
2]

The outgoing defense minister intended to resign amid
impeachment calls over a military investigation, but
President Yoon chose not to accept it to prevent a
security vacuum until Shin's National Assembly
confirmation. [Yonhap 3]

All Cabinet ministers must undergo a confirmation
process at the National Assembly, although
parliamentary consent is not required for their
appointment. [Yonhap 4]

South Korea: Seven-year prison sentence
sought for former chief justice for
influence peddling
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(tms) Prosecutors urged the Seoul Central District
Court to impose a seven-year prison sentence on
former Supreme Court Chief Justice Yang Sung-tae as
he faces charges of unfairly manipulating politically
sensitive trials during the tenure of ousted former
President Park Geun-hye (2013-2017).

Yang, who led the top court from 2011 to 2017, is
accused of using trials as leverage in his dealings with
the Park administration to advance his efforts to
establish a court of appeals. He is also accused of
pressuring subordinates at the National Court
Administration to manipulate politically charged trials,
including one involving compensation for victims of
Japan's wartime forced labor, during his tenure as top
court leader.

Prosecutors stressed that organizational interests
should not influence trial procedures, and Yang's
actions had violated individuals' rights to a fair trial.

The case has spanned 4.5 years with 277 hearings, and
the final sentencing is set for December 22.

Yang is the first chief justice in South Korea's history
who has been arrested. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Fiscal deficit narrows in
2023's first seven months as pandemic
spending drops

(tms) Latest data revealed that South Korea's fiscal
deficit for the first seven months of 2023 decreased
compared to the previous year, primarily due to a
reduction in pandemic-related expenses.

The managed fiscal balance, a critical indicator of fiscal
health, recorded a deficit of KRW 67.9 trillion (USD 51.1
billion) through July, down from KRW 86.8 trillion in the
same period the previous year, as reported by the
Ministry of Economy and Finance.

During this period, South Korea's tax revenue
amounted to KRW 217.6 trillion, a decrease of KRW
43.4 trillion year-on-year, primarily due to lower
income and corporate tax collections.

Total revenue for the January-July period was KRW
353.4 trillion, down KRW 40.7 trillion compared to the
previous year. Total expenditures for the same period
reached KRW 391.2 trillion, reflecting a decrease of
KRW 59.1 trillion year-on-year, attributed to reduced
government spending on pandemic-related projects.
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As of July, the government's debt stood at KRW 1,097.8
trillion, marking an increase of KRW 14.5 trillion
compared to the previous year. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Government to introduce
policies addressing workforce imbalance
amid aging population

(tms) South Korea is set to unveil policies aimed at
addressing the workforce imbalance caused by the
country's aging population, as announced by the
government.

First Vice Finance Minister Kim Byoung-hwan
emphasized the challenges faced by regions
experiencing a population exodus, aging
demographics, and industrial infrastructure
deterioration.

He highlighted that the country had successfully
reduced job vacancies to 216,000 in July, marking a
decrease of 13,000 from the previous year. To combat
workforce shortages at smaller companies, South
Korea is considering the option of permitting more
foreign workers to fill these positions.

In August, job opportunities for those aged 60 and
above surged by 304,000 compared to the previous
year, whereas individuals in their 20s saw a decline of
91,000 positions.

Kim further expressed optimism about the future
expansion of job opportunities in the service sector,
driven by the resumption of Chinese group tours
starting on August 10 [see AIR No. 33, August/2023, 3].
[Yonhap]

South Korea: Health ministry to review
unitary medical law amidst controversy
over nursing act

(tms) In response to the controversy surrounding a
contentious nursing act that has disrupted the local
medical community, the South Korean government is
initiating a review of the country's unitary medical law
system, which encompasses all healthcare
professionals, including doctors and nurses, stated a
vice health minister.

The nursing act, passed by the parliament led by the
main opposition Democratic Party (DP) in April [see AR
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No. 18, May/2023, 1], aimed to delineate the roles and
responsibilities of nurses and nursing assistants
separately from other healthcare experts, such as
medical doctors, dentists, and Korean medicine
doctors, as defined in the Medical Service Act.

The law has sparked division within the medical field,
leading to protests, rallies, and work-to-rule strikes by
nurses, doctors, and various healthcare workers,
including nursing assistants and radiological
technologists.

As the controversy escalated, President Yoon Suk Yeol
vetoed the bill [see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3], resulting
in its failure to be re-passed by the National Assembly.

The Ministry of Health and Welfare plans to create a
study group to review healthcare laws, debating
between a unified or separate system; the assessment
should finish by year-end.

The government is also considering elderly care and
nurse working conditions, stressing the need for
societal consensus to address multifaceted issues.
[Yonhap]

South Korea: Prosecutors raid online news
outlets in connection with alleged fake
interview

(tms) Prosecutors conducted raids on the online news
outlet Newstapa and cable channel JTBC related to
their coverage of an alleged fake interview conducted
in 2021 with the aim of discrediting the then-
opposition presidential candidate, and current
president, Yoon Suk Yeol.

The case centers on Kim Man-bae's insinuation in a
September 2021 interview with Newstapa's Shin Hak-
lim that Yoon orchestrated the Daejang-dong scandal,
with this interview reported by multiple outlets on
March 6, 2022, before the presidential election, leading
to voter confusion.

Kim later paid KRW 165 million won (USD 123,500) to
Shin, claiming it was a "private conversation" and
denying election influence [see AiR No. 37,
September/2023, 2]. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Education committee passes
revisions to strengthen teachers' rights
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(tms) In response to a series of teacher suicides that
have raised concerns about teachers' rights and
authority in South Korean classrooms, the
parliamentary education committee has approved a
set of revisions aimed at bolstering teachers' rights.

The "teacher rights restoration bills" aim to improve
child abuse accountability criteria and establish
mechanisms for schools and education offices to
protect teachers from displeased parents or disruptive
student behavior.

Notably, a contentious provision that would have
allowed teachers to document incidents of students
violating their rights during educational activities was
not included due to a lack of consensus between the
parties.

The revised bills will face additional scrutiny at the
legislation and judiciary committee before a scheduled
plenary session vote on September 21, with immediate
implementation upon approval, promising swift
changes in schools [see AiR No. 36, September/2023,
1]. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Opposition leader refuses to
end hunger strike despite hospitalization

(tms) Opposition leader Lee Jae-myung, who began a
hunger strike on August 31 in protest of President
Yoon Suk Yeol's government, has refused to end his
fast even after being taken to a hospital due to
deteriorating health on the 19th day of his hunger
strike.

Lee's spokesperson stated that he would only receive
minimal treatment and continue the hunger strike as a
means of protest. While his immediate condition is
stable, he remains far from regaining vitality.

The strike was initiated as Lee faces investigation over
corruption allegations [see AiR No. 36,
September/2023, 1].

Meanwhile, the prosecution has requested an arrest
warrant against Lee on charges related to a land
development scandal and alleged involvement in illegal
remittances to North Korea. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

South Korea: Large-scale military parade
to be hosted to mark 75th armed forces
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anniversary

(tms) South Korea is set to host a significant military
parade in central Seoul later this month, marking the
75th founding anniversary of its armed forces.

The event, the first in a decade, will feature around
4,000 troops and over 170 pieces of military
equipment, including K2 battle tanks, advanced
missiles, and attack drones. Homegrown weapons
systems and a large-scale formation flight of aircraft
will also be featured.

Over 300 US troops from the Eighth US Army will join,
highlighting the strong alliance between the two
countries.

The parade aims to showcase the country's military
strength and resolve to defend itself, while also
sending a message to North Korea. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Opposition calls for
dismissal of prime minister, urges cabinet
overhaul

(tms) The main opposition Democratic Party (DP) has
filed a motion for the dismissal of Prime Minister Han
Duk-soo, calling for a complete overhaul of the
government led by President Yoon Suk Yeol.

The DP accuses Han of failing to manage government
affairs and recommends a comprehensive Cabinet
reshuffle.

DP floor leader Park Kwang-on also called for the
resignation of all Cabinet members, criticizing recent
incidents, including the request for an arrest warrant
for DP leader Lee Jae-myung and an investigation into
alleged economic data manipulation during the
previous administration (see entry in this edition).

Park urged President Yoon to revamp government
administration, human resources, and the current
system. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Former defense minister
faces indictment over abuse of power

(tms) The Corruption Investigation Office for High-
ranking Officials (ClO) in South Korea has formally
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requested the prosecution to indict former Defense
Minister Song Young-moo.

The CIO's investigation focused on allegations that
Song had pressured senior ministry officials to create
and endorse documents denying his statement
regarding a controversial contingency martial law plan
formulated during the presidency of Park Geun-hye
(2013-2017).

The plan had been a subject of media scrutiny, and
Song allegedly claimed it "legally had no problem." The
ClO has demanded charges of abusing authority for
Song, one of his former aides, and a former ministry
spokesperson.

Notably, the CIO does not have the power to directly
indict individuals, and this action paves the way for the
prosecution to proceed with the case. ClO investigators
previously conducted raids related to the case in May.
[Yonhap]

South Korea: Audit agency accuses former
officials of data manipulation for
economic policies

(tms) The South Korean state audit agency, the Board
of Audit and Inspection (BAl), has announced that high-
ranking officials, including former land minister and
key presidential aides from the previous Moon Jae-in
government, manipulated various economic data over
several years to support the government's economic
and real estate policies.

The BAI has requested the prosecution to investigate
22 former government officials, including four former
presidential chiefs of staff, for their involvement.

The manipulation of key economic indicators was
allegedly done to create the appearance of policy
success, especially in curbing housing price surges. The
audit agency found that statistics agencies were
influenced to manipulate data by high-ranking officials,
which violated regulations.

The presidential office and the land ministry are
accused of pressuring the Korea Real Estate Board to
skew data and manipulate survey results related to
real estate price trends. [Yonhap]
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South Korea: USD 218 million to be
invested in improved bunker-buster
missile to counter North Korean threats

(tms) South Korea is set to invest approximately KRW
290 billion (USD 218 million) in developing an
upgraded version of its domestically produced bunker-
buster missile, known as the Korean Tactical Surface-
to-Surface Missile-Il.

This missile will be mounted on a mobile launcher and
is designed to enhance the military's precision strike
capabilities against underground enemy targets,
including North Korean weapons systems located
inside tunnels and bunkers.

The new missile is expected to have an extended range
of over 300 kilometers and improved penetration
capabilities compared to the existing system, which
has a range of up to 180 kilometers.

The project will be managed by the Agency for Defense
Development and will involve major defense
companies, with completion anticipated by the end of
2027. [Yonhap]

Taiwan: Tycoon Terry Gou selects actress
Tammy Lai as his presidential running
mate

(ed) On September 14, Foxconn founder and
independent presidential candidate Terry Gou
announced actress, author and singer Tammy Lai as
his running mate for Taiwan's 2024 presidential
election

Lai is famous for the hit Taiwanese Netflix drama
“Wave Makers”, a show about members of an election
campaign team which sparked the recent #MeToo
movement in Taiwan. At the end of the series, Lai's
character ends up winning the election. Although Lai is
primarily famous for showbusiness, she also holds a
master's degree in international relations and a
doctorate in law from Jinan University in China. She will
also be required to renounce her United States
citizenship in order to be eligible for running in the
elections, scheduled for January 2024.

Announcing Lai as his running mate, Gou said she
would provide a “unique female perspective to foster a
more equitable and gender-balanced culture in
Taiwan”.
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Terry Gou has been trying to consolidate the support
of voters opposed to the ruling Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP), however he has so far been unable to
form an agreement with the two major opposition
parties, the Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) and the
Taiwan People’s Party (TPP).

There has already been speculation of an electoral
pact which could be made between the KMT and TPP
to try and unseat the ruling DPP. On September 12, the
KMT's previous presidential candidate for the 2020
election Han Kuo-yu offered to mediate electoral pact
discussions between the three anti-DPP candidates.
[Focus Taiwan 1]

It is speculated that Gou deliberately made the
announcement of his running mate to coincide with
the KMT candidate Hou You-yi's eight-day trip to the
United States.

Gou must now gather around 300,000 signatures by
November 2 in order to qualify as an independent
presidential candidate. According to the election
regulations, he had to choose a running mate before
he could begin collecting signatures. [Focus Taiwan 2]
[Reuters]

Taiwan: Foreign Minister criticizes Elon
Musk for calling Taiwan an integral part of
China

(ed) Taiwan's Foreign Minister Joseph Wu has criticized
business magnate Elon Musk's comments that Taiwan
was an integral part of China.

Speaking at the All-In Summit held in Los Angeles,
Musk stated that Taiwan was “an integral part of China
that is arbitrarily not part of China mostly because ...
the U.S. Pacific Fleet has stopped any sort of
reunification effort by force”.

In a rebuke, Wu called on Musk to open his social
media platform X, formerly known as Twitter, to the
Chinese people, drawing attention to the fact that X
and other Western social media platforms are
censored in China. Wu also criticized Musk for turning
off the Starlink satellite network “to thwart Ukraine’s
counterstrike against Russia”.

Wu also exclaimed that “Taiwan is not a part of the
[People’s Republic of China] & certainly not for sale”.
[@MOFA Taiwan, X]
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The recent comments are not the first time Musk has
stirred anger in Taiwan. In October last year, Musk
suggested Taiwan should hand some control over to
China as part of a special administrative zone.
[Reuters]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
South Asia

Bangladesh: Cyber Security Bill passed in
Parliament

(ps/Im) Bangladesh'’s Parliament on September 13
passed the Cyber Security Bill (CSB), replacing the
contentious Digital Security Act. Critics argue that the
bill curtails freedom of thought and expression
guaranteed by the constitution. The government
insists that freedom has limits and emphasizes the
necessity of the Cyber Security Act (CSA) for a
transparent and secure Bangladesh. [Dhaka Tribune 1]
[Dhaka Tribune 2]

Four sections in the new bill remain non-bailable.
Police inspectors can arrest individuals without a
warrant, but false cases can lead to punishment. The
non-bailable offenses involve intrusion into key
information infrastructures, computer damage,
cyberterrorism, and hacking-related crimes, outlined in
sections 17, 19, 27, and 33.

The bill includes a new section for punishing false
cases and complaints. It allows tribunals to handle
these cases based on written complaints. Furthermore,
the bill grants the power to search and arrest without a
warrant to inspector-level officers, as in the Digital
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Security Act. Yet another section permits the removal
and blocking of data from digital media if it threatens
various aspects of the country, including cohesion,
security, or public order.

The United States embassy in Bangladesh in a
statement acknowledged the passage of the CSA by
Bangladesh's Parliament but expressed regret over the
lack of opportunities for stakeholder input, which
would have ensured compliance with international
standards. The embassy also said that the CSA still
retains problematic elements from its predecessor,
including the criminalization of freedom of expression,
the persistence of non-bailable offenses, and the
potential for misuse in arresting and silencing critics.
[U.S. Embassy in Bangladesh]

Bangladesh: Imprisoned former Premier
Khaleda Zia allegedly poisoned while in
prison

(ps) A member of the standing committee of the
Bangladesh National Paty (BNP), the main opposition
party in Bangladesh, has made allegations that
Khaleda Zia, the BNP chairperson and two-times
former prime minister, was subjected to slow
poisoning while in prison. [Dhaka Tribune]

Khaleda Zia was convicted on two corruption and graft
charges; however, her imprisonment has been
suspended since March 2020 due to her severe
medical condition. Her suspension has been extended
by another six months starting from September 25.
[Prothom Alo]

Supporters of Khaleda Zia argue that she urgently
requires medical treatment abroad but is unable to
leave the country due to the conditions of her prison
leave. On September 18, Khaleda was briefly admitted
to a coronary care unit. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Activists jailed for 2023
report on security force killings

(ps/Im) Two prominent human rights activists in
Bangladesh, Adilur Rahman Khan and Nasiruddin Elan,
have been sentenced to two years in jail in a trial
criticized for being part of a government crackdown
ahead of elections. They are leaders of the Odhikar
human rights organization and have worked
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extensively to document alleged extrajudicial killings,
disappearances, and police brutality. [Al Jazeera] [BBC]

The charges against them are related to a fact-finding
report they compiled a decade ago on extrajudicial
killings. This report documented a protest by an
Islamist group that aimed to impose a stricter form of
religion on Bangladeshi society. It highlighted that
during an overnight operation in Dhaka to disperse the
protesters, security forces had killed a minimum of 61
individuals, including children.

The verdict is seen as sending a chilling message to
human rights defenders in the country, with concerns
raised by Western governments and the United
Nations about the political climate in Bangladesh.
Dhaka has faced criticism for using legal proceedings
to intimidate and harass rights advocates and civil
society leaders, and the government had previously
canceled Odhikar's operating license.

A group of 39 international human rights organizations
has published a letter demanding the release of both
Odhikar members.

Bangladesh: Opposition protest marches
to continue

(ps) The Secretary General of Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), Bangladesh’s main opposition party, has
said that the marches would continue until the
government resigns. The BNP has held protest
marches regularly since July demanding to have the
upcoming election overseen by a caretaker
government to prevent election irregularities. [The
Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: More than 60 leaders,
activists from Jamaat-e-Islami, student
wing arrested

(ps/Im) A total of 61 leaders and activists from the
Jamaat-e-Islami - the largest Islamist political party in
Bangladesh - and its student wing, Islami Chhatra
Shibir, were reportedly detained from various regions
last week. This wave of arrests prompted strong
condemnation from the party's acting secretary
general, Maulana ATM Masum, who accused the
government of making unjust arrests for political
revenge. [The Business Standard]
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Bangladesh: Several injured at opposition
lawyer's protest march

(ps) A clash erupted during a protest march organized
by the United Lawyers' Front (ULF) on September 12,
resulting in injuries to both lawyers and police officers.
ULF claimed that at least 50 lawyers were injured,
while both sides accused the other of instigating
unprovoked violence. [Dhaka Tribune 1]

On the same night, 66 individuals, including senior
members of the main opposition BNP party like Joint
Secretary General Barrister AM Mahbub Uddin
Khokon, were charged with attacking the police.
Khokon and others have since been released on bail.
[Dhaka Tribune 2]

India: Five-day special session of
Parliament opens; government lists eight
bills for consideration

(hp/Im) The five-day special session of India's
Parliament commenced on September 18 amid
anticipation of government action. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi urged lawmakers to dedicate time to
this "short but historic" session, which includes
discussions on Parliament's 75-year journey. The
government has listed eight bills for consideration,
covering topics such as advocates, press, post offices,
election commissioners, senior citizen welfare, and
SC/ST orders. [NDTV] [India]

Among the bills listed, one addresses the appointment
of the chief election commissioner and election
commissioners. This bill, initially introduced in
Parliament's upper house during the last Monsoon
session, has sparked opposition protests. It aims to
align the service conditions of the chief election
commissioner and two election commissioners with
those of the cabinet secretary, rather than a Supreme
Court judge, as is currently the case.

In related developments, on September 18, the central
government reportedly approved a Bill that ensures
the reservation of 33 percent of seats for women in
Parliament's lower house and state legislative
assemblies. The Women's Reservation Bill was cleared
by the Cabinet in New Delhi and is expected to be
presented during the current special session of
Parliament. [The Straits Times]
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India: Prime Minister Modi slams
opposition as remarks over 'Sanatan
Dharma' trigger political row

(hp) Amid the political stir caused by remarks made by
the leaders of the Opposition over ‘Sanatan Dharma’,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi slammed the INDIA
bloc, claiming it to be a threat to the ‘Dharma’ as well
as the country’s culture. [Indian Express]

While calling out the Opposition as ‘ghamandia’ or
arrogant, the PM addressed a public rally arranged in
the Sagar district of the central state of Madhya
Pradesh. "A few groups are working to divide the
country and society... They have come together to form
an INDI alliance. They have also decided on a hidden
agenda to attack India's culture. The INDI alliance has
come with a resolution to end 'Sanatan' culture," the
PM said. [India Today]

On September 3, Udhayanidhi Stalin of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam party of Tamil Nadu caused a
contention when he compared the Sanatan Dharma,
an alternative used for Hinduism, with diseases such
as dengue and malaria and indicated the need to
‘eradicate’ it at the earliest. A few days later, the issue
escalated when another member of the party A Raja
claimed, ‘Hinduism as a menace not only to India but
to the world,’ and equated Sanatan Dharma to leprosy.
[Hindustan Times]

India: Prime Minister Modi to open Hindu
temple on old mosque site, keeping
decades-old vow

(Im) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to
fulfill a decade-old election pledge by opening a grand
temple of Lord Ram, worshipped by millions of Hindus,
in January 2024 in northern India at a site believed to
be his birthplace. The temple's construction has been a
contentious issue in Indian politics for decades, and its
inauguration is seen as a move to reinvigorate Modi's
base ahead of the 2024 elections. [CNN] [The Straits
Times] [TIME]

The temple, located in the city of Ayodhya, is being
built on disputed land: India's majority Hindus say the
site was holy to them long before Muslim Mughals
razed a temple at the spot and built the Babri mosque
there in 1528. In 1992, a Hindu mob destroyed the
mosque, leading to nationwide riots in which
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approximately 2,000 people lost their lives, with the
majority being Muslims. In 2019, the Supreme Court of
India awarded the land to Hindus and directed the
allocation of a separate parcel to Muslims.

India: INDIA opposition alliance holds first
coordination committee meeting

(hp) The first coordination committee meeting was
held on September 13 in the presence of twelve
members. The meeting was being held under the
recent controversy over Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,
a regional party of the southern state of Tamil Nadu,
leaders’ remarks on ‘Sanatan Dharma’. [Times of India]

The agenda of the committee was to start the
procedure of deciding the seat sharing and formulate a
strategy for campaigning their alliance. The meeting
emphasized on the initiation of the process at the
earliest. It also took up the issue of caste census on
which all party members agreed. Apart from these, the
committee released a list of news anchors on whose
programs none of the INDIA members would go as
representatives.

The committee also decided to accelerate the process
of holding joint public meetings in various parts of the
country. INDIA bloc's first public joint meeting will be
held in the first week of October in Bhopal to address
the rising issues of employment, inflation and
corruption under the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) led
government. [News On Air] [Indian National Congress]

More than two dozen state and national parties have
formed INDIA bloc to compete against the BJP led

National Democratic Alliance in the 2024 nation-wide
Lok Sabha (Lower House of the Parliament) elections.

India: Supreme Court rejects central
government's plea to delay sedition law
challenge

(hp) India's Supreme Court has refused the central
government's request to postpone the hearing and
instead referred the petitions challenging Section 124A
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which criminalizes
sedition, to a Constitution bench comprising at least
five judges. [The Hindu] [Mint]

The central government had sought the postponement
due to the introduction of a new bill, the Bharatiya
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Nyaya Sanhita, during the monsoon session of
Parliament, which aims to replace the IPC. The bill is
currently with a standing committee. However, the
Supreme Court rejected the government's appeal to
delay the sedition law's constitutional validity
examination, as Section 124A remains in force until
any new law takes effect. The Chief Justice of India (CJI)
stated that acts committed before 2023 cannot be
considered crimes if they were not classified as such in
2023 itself. [Greater Kashmir] [Indian Express] [The
Tribune]

In May 2022, the then Chief Justice of India questioned
the government's use of colonial-era laws, originally
used to suppress freedom fighters during India's
struggle for independence, and raised concerns about
their misuse. During that hearing, the Supreme Court
ordered the central and state governments not to file
any cases under Section 124A that did not align with
the prevailing social environment, leading to the
suspension of pending cases and trials. [The Print]
[Moneycontrol]

India: Supreme Court joins National
Judicial Data Grid for enhanced judicial
transparency

(hp) The Chief Justice of India (CJI) has announced that
the Supreme Court will now be accessible through the
National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG), extending its reach
beyond the high court level. This move signifies a
significant step towards achieving transparency within
the judiciary and is part of the broader e-courts
initiative aimed at digitizing and computerizing India's
entire judicial data. [The Print]

With the Supreme Court's inclusion, all three tiers of
the Indian judiciary are now part of the NJDG portal.
The NJDG platform is instrumental in tracking pending
and resolved cases across the country and is
recognized as a valuable innovation under the
government of India's ease of doing business initiative.
The NJDG portal is an essential component of the
eCourts Project, containing a comprehensive database
of orders, judgments, and case records from 18,735
district, subordinate, and high courts. [Deccan Herald]
[Business Standard]

India: Opposition to boycott ‘hate-filled’
cable news anchors
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(Im) Indian opposition parties have announced a
boycott of 14 television news anchors whom they
accuse of promoting hate and partisanship in favor of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Hindu nationalist
government. They argue that the news shows are
aligned with the ruling BJP's agenda and have
contributed to the polarization of Indian society,
especially with regard to Muslim and Christian
minorities. [The Straits Times]

India: Kashmir farmers protest over the
tax cuts in US imported apples

(hp) Various farmers and political activists of the Indian
administered Kashmir staged a protest to oppose the
central government’s decision to remove an additional
import duty of 20 percent on fruits sourced from the
United States, claiming it to have an adverse economic
impact on the local farmers. [Reuters]

The decision to remove import duties on apples from
the US was one of the six disputes of the World Trade
Organization which India and US resolved during
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to
Washington in June 2023. The duties, which included a
20 percent duty in addition to an existing 50 percent
duty, were imposed by Indian authorities in 2019, as
response to the US increasing tariffs on Indian steel
and aluminum imports. [Business Recorder] [Economic
Times 1]

Many organizations including the Kashmir Valley Fruit
Growers and Dealers Union, stated that the livelihood
of more than three million people would be affected by
it. The government, on the other hand, gave
justification and said that the measures will ‘not result
in any negative impact’, rather it will promote domestic
competition and improve the quality of apples. The
commerce minister reassured that only the 20 percent
additional duty would be cut. The other 50 percent
duty and an import price of 50 rupees or 0.60 USD per
kg would remain intact. [Economic Times 2]

India: Kerala experiences fourth outbreak
of Nipah Virus since 2018

(If) The Indian state of Kerala is experiences it's fourth
mass outbreak of the deadly Nipah Virus since 2018, as
test results returned on September 13 confirmed that
two men from the town of Ayanchery died of the virus.
Indian health authorities began mass testing in the
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state in the week following the confirmation, as a
number of public gatherings were postponed, and
some schools shut for the immediate future. As of
September 15, the state had six confirmed cases of the
virus.

Although a relatively low figure, especially when
compared to the worldwide COVID-19 outbreak of
2020-2022, the Nipah Virus causes fear amongst locals
for good reason. The World Health organisation (WHO)
placed the fatality rate of the virus in the range of 40-
75 percent, a high number particularly in light of the
absence of any confirmed vaccine or treatment against
the virus. The disease was first identified in 1998
amongst pig farmers in Malaysia and Singapore, with
transmission occurring through the bodily fluids of Pigs
and Bats coming into contact with humans. Kerala has
previously recorded outbreaks of the virus in 2018,
2019 and 2021, making this outbreak the fourth to
occur within the last half decade.

Public health workers are recorded to have tested
hundreds of individuals in an attempt to track and
contain the virus before it spreads any further. Early
analysts have suggested that the latest case may be
the result of the destruction of local bat habitats,
forcing the airborne creatures to live amongst humans
and potentially causing someone to have come into
contact with their bodily fluids, passing the virus. With
a potential fatality rate of three quarters, Kerala has
taken the threat of the disease seriously, with religious
institutions, education centres and public areas being
subject to careful treatment, and in some cases,
closure. Although Nipah Virus outbreaks have
historically had a low rate of spread relative to Kerala's
population, it remains to be seen how much more
damage the virus will do to the area’s citizens. [Forbes]
[The Guardian] [NPR]

India: Violent clash claims lives in
distressed Manipur region

(hp) Three Kuki-Zo tribal men were killed in a violent
incident which occurred in the Kangpokpi district of
Manipur. The attack was allegedly committed by
banned terror groups who gunned down the three
men traveling on the borders of the Kuki-Zomi-
dominated Kangpokpi district and the Meitei-
dominated Imphal West district. A day after the clash, a
police sub inspector was shot dead at the hands of
another group of militants. [Times Now News]
[Telegraph India]
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This series of violent happenings came a few days after
the disturbance in Pallel in Tengnoupal district on
September 8 when three persons were killed and over
50 injured. Since May 3, more than 200 people have
been killed, severely injured, harassed and displaced
due to the ethnic violence among the tribes of Metej,
Nagas and Kuki which instilled in Manipur. [CNBCTV18]

India: Gunfight with terrorists claims lives
of three Indian security officials in Jammu
and Kashmir

(hp) A gunfight with terrorists claimed the lives of an
Army colonel, a major, and a superintendent in the
Kokernag area in Anantnag district of Kashmir. Apart
from them, two Islamic militants were also killed in the
encounter. The responsibility of the attack was claimed
by the banned Residence Front, believed to be a
shadow group of Pakistan based Lashkar-e-Taiba.
[Times of India]

A joint party of the army and the Jammu and Kashmir
police initiated an operation to hunt and kill the
terrorists on September 12. Two days after the
commencement of the search operation, another
soldier was killed in heavy firing while climbing a steep
slope. Another encounter occurred to thwart
infiltration in the Indian territory by three terrorists
along the Line of Control in the Uri sector, Baramulla in
the northern region of Kashmir. [Hindustan Times]
[Mint]

The encounter disrupted the calmness prevailing in the
valley after the terrorist attacks in Kashmir were at a
five-year low, as tabled by the union government in the
Parliament.

India: Defense Minister inaugurates 90
BRO project in Jammu and Kashmir union
territory

(hp) India’s Defense Minister Rajnath Singh
inaugurated 90 infrastructure projects, constructed by
the Border Road Organisation (BRO) at a cost of USD
400 million, at a ceremony held at Devak Bridge in
Jammu on September 12. These projects span 10
border states and union territories in the Northern and
North-Eastern regions. Many of these strategic projects
were completed within a remarkably short timeframe
using advanced technology. [Mint]
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One notable infrastructure project is the 500-meter-
long Nechiphu Tunnel on the Balipara-Charduar-
Tawang Road in Arunachal Pradesh, which will provide
all-weather connectivity to the strategic Tawang region.
Additionally, the reconstructed Bagdogra and
Barrackpore Airfields in West Bengal will be
inaugurated, improving the Indian Air Force's
capabilities along the Northern Borders and facilitating
commercial flight operations. [DD News]

In addition to this, the defense minister took steps to
strengthen the air defense infrastructure in Ladakh
and introduced the Nyoma airfield. The airfield slated
as the world's highest fighter airfield will bolster the air
force capabilities to fight along the northern borders.
[CNBCTV18]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe
appoints first three members of Easter
Sunday bombings committee

(If) President Ranil Wickremesinghe has announced the
first three members of a committee formed to
investigate allegations of complicity and assistance
from members of Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s government in
the 2019 Easter Sunday Bombings, which killed 269
people. [Daily Mirror] [News First]

The Parliamentary Select Committee is to be chaired
by retired Supreme Court Judge Syed Ishrat Imam, who
will be joined by retired Air Force Commander and
former High Commissioner to Pakistan Jayalath
Weerakkody, as well as eminent President’'s Council
lawyer Harsha A.J. Soza PC. It is not yet clear how many
members the committee will hold, nor the dull scope
of the powers and authority of the committee.

The appointment follows a documentary aired by the
British television station Channel 4, which alleged that
Rajapaksa loyalists, including Suresh Sallay, the
Director General of the State intelligence Service, had
cooperated with ISIL terrorists to stage the bombings
in order to create an atmosphere of terror which
Gotabaya Rajapaksa could use to his advantage in the
2019 Presidential elections. [AIR No. 36,
September/2023, 1]

Not all are satisfied by the appointment of the
committee however, as Sri Lanka’s catholic community
have expressed their desire for an independent
international committee to review the case, so as to
avoid bias and potential corruption. An international
investigation would only be possible with Sri Lanka’s
permission; however, the United Nations has signaled
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its willingness to contribute to an investigation of this
manner.

Maldives: Opposition parties form
coalition for presidential runoff

(na) In anticipation of the upcoming second round of
the presidential election on September 30, the
opposition Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM) and the
Maldives National Party (MNP) have joined forces in a
coalition. This alliance follows the decision by the MNP,
to join hands with the PPM- People's National
Congress (PNC) coalition on September 11. [The
Edition 1] [The Edition 2]

Earlier, Dr. Muizzu, the president candidate of the
PPM-PNC who secured the lead in the initial round of
elections with 46 percent of the vote, had invited other
parties to join this coalition.

Nazim, who received a 1 percent vote in the first round
of the election, emphasized the resemblances between
his policy manifesto and that of Dr. Muizzu, which have
facilitated a smoother collaboration between the MNP
and the PPM-PNC coalition. He also stressed that both
parties share a strong commitment to the welfare of
the nation, with their collaboration aimed at reclaiming
any losses the Maldivian people may have experienced
in the past. [The Edition 3]

Maldives: Parliament speaker Nasheed
declines coalition offer with the ruling

party

(na) Recently, Mohamed Nasheed, the Parliament
Speaker and the founder of The Democrats Party,
declined an offer for a coalition alliance with the ruling
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP).

During a parliamentary session on September 12, a
member proposed the idea of Parliament Speaker
Mohamed Nasheed, who also founded The Democrats
Party, joining forces with the ruling party. However,
Nasheed responded that such an alliance was no
longer possible. This discussion occurred while
discussing the formation of parliamentary standing
committees. [The Edition]

Earlier, after coming in second place in the initial round
of presidential elections, the incumbent President Solih
of the Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) invited other
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political parties to consider forming alliances for the
upcoming second round.

Maldives: The Democrats Party forms
parliamentary group, elects leadership

(na) The Democrats Party has officially established its
parliamentary group (PG) and elected MP Ali Azim as
the PG leader.

During an internal election held on September 14, the
party selected members for five key roles within the
parliamentary group. MP Ali Azim emerged as the
leader of the PG, with MP Ibrahim Rasheed and MP
Ahmed Zahir elected as deputy leaders. Additionally,
MP Mohamed Waheed was chosen as the secretary
general of the group, while MP Mohamed Rasheed
took on the role of the parliamentary group's whip.
[Avas]

Notably, in January, Mohamed Nasheed, the current
Parliament Speaker and former president, experienced
a defeat in the presidential primary of the Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP) against President Solih.
Subsequently, Nasheed established a distinct faction
within the MDP, which later opted to separate from the
MDP in June, forming a new political entity known as
The Democrats. [AIR No. 27, July/2023, 1]

Maldives: Election Commission takes
action against opposition party affiliates
over observer incident

(na) The Elections Commission (EC) has disciplined a
local observer and a party representative linked to the
main opposition Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM)
and the People's National Congress (PNC) coalition due
to an incident involving the expulsion of two Indian
observers from a polling center, as seen in a widely
circulated video on social media.

The EC found their behavior towards Indian
international observers during the presidential election
violated the code of conduct. Consequently, the EC has
suspended these individuals, thereby precluding their
participation in any activities related to the upcoming
second round of the presidential election scheduled
for September 30, as well as two subsequent elections.
Additionally, the commission has extended an
opportunity to the respective political parties to
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nominate replacements for the suspended individuals.
[The Edition]

Nepal: Supreme Court calls for improved
border management with India

(na) Nepal's Supreme Court (SC) has instructed the
government to pursue a diplomatic solution to the
ongoing border dispute with India, emphasizing the
importance of clarity and adherence to previous
treaties and historical records. This directive, issued on
September 15, was in response to a writ petition filed
by constitutional and border experts in March 2017
against various government ministries and agencies.

The SC not only advocates for diplomatic resolution
but also calls for systematic regulation of border
crossings, requiring travelers to present official identity
cards for record-keeping. Additionally, it urges the
government to use modern technology, such as CCTV
surveillance and drones, to enhance border control
and combat illegal activities. Furthermore, the directive
mandates a prompt resolution of border disputes,
emphasizing the importance of aligning with past
treaties and historical records in negotiations with
India. [The Kathmandu Post]

The Nepal-India border, which spans over 1,700
kilometers, has witnessed border disputes primarily in
Nepal's western and eastern regions. One key
contention revolves around the origin of the River Kali,
with India and Britain favoring its northeastern source
in Kalapani, while Nepal argues for its southwestern
origin in Kuthi Yankti streams. Historical records and
local geography are central to this dispute.

Earlier, in June Indian Prime Minister Modi and Prime
Minister Dahal engaged in discussions during Dahal's
four-day visit to India. Both leaders expressed their
commitment to resolving the boundary issues through
established bilateral diplomatic mechanisms,
highlighting the importance of strengthening the India-
Nepal partnership. [Tribune India]

Nepal: Police urges prosecution of 29
individuals in gold smuggling case

(na) The Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) of the Nepal
Police has submitted an investigation report to the
District Attorney Office in Kathmandu, recommending
the prosecution of 29 individuals, both Nepali and
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foreign, in connection with a significant gold smuggling
operation. [The Kathmandu Post]

The smuggling operation occurred on July 18, involving
100 kilograms of gold valued at approximately USD 8.5
million. The illicit gold was confiscated during customs
clearance at Tribhuvan International Airport, having
been smuggled from Hong Kong. Authorities have
arrested 18 individuals suspected of being involved in
the case so far. [AIR No. 30, July/2023, 4]

The investigation exposed a sophisticated operation
involving melting, refining, and shaping gold for sale in
both domestic and Indian markets. This illegal network,
stretching from Hong Kong to Nepal and India, raised
concerns about potential political involvement, with at
least one Chinese national allegedly having political
connections in Nepal. [The Annapurna Express]

Pakistan: Election Commission questions
neutrality of caretaker government in
rare rebuke

(Im) Pakistan's Election Commission has raised
concerns about the impartiality of the country's
caretaker government, which assumed power last
month on the five-year expiry of parliament, after the
dissolution of parliament, saying it appears to be
aligned with the leader of the main opposition party
Imran Khan. [Reuters]

In a letter written by the Election Commission to the
office of caretaker Prime Minister Anwar ul Haq Kakar,
the poll regulator says that "[i]t is a general perception
that the caretaker government is a continuation of the
previous government."

Caretaker Information Minister Murtaza Solangi has
denied bias allegations, emphasizing the government's
commitment to providing a level playing field for all
parties.

Notably, however, the Election Commission's letter
came shortly after Kakar appointed Fawad Hassan
Fawad - a longtime loyalist and principal secretary of
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif - to his cabinet,
prompting a call for caution in selecting individuals
with "known political allegiance." [GEO.TV] [DAWN]

Pakistan: Political crisis deepens as
president ‘proposes’ general polls on
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November 6

(mha/Im) Pakistan’s President Ariv Alvi has “proposed”
that general elections be held in the first week of
November to select a new government for the next five
years. In a letter to the head of the Election
Commissioner, Alvi urged the election regulator to
consult the superior judiciary to determine a single
date for national and provincial assembly polls.

The lower house of Pakistan’s Parliament, the National
Assembly, was dissolved on August 9, three days
before its term was to expire. Constitutionally, this set
off a 90-day countdown for the country to hold the
elections. However, right before the dissolution, the
then-Shehbaz Sharif government notified the latest
census, which mandated the Election Commission to
conduct a delimitation exercise across the country
before the next election.

According to Article 48(5) of Pakistan's constitution, the
president is supposed to announce the general
election date. However, a June amendment
empowered the Election Commission to independently
set election dates and modify the election program.
While there's a debate about whether the constitution
or the new law takes precedence, some experts argue
that the constitution holds primacy.

Crucially, the Election Commission's process of
redrawing constituencies is expected to conclude by
December 14, which would extend the elections
beyond the 90-day limit. In light of this, President Alvi
in his letter advised the Election Commission to seek
guidance from the superior judiciary on the
announcement of a single date for elections. [DAWN]
[Anadolu Ajansi]

Pakistan: Supreme Court orders
restoration of graft cases against public
office holders

(mha) In a 2-1 verdict, Pakistan’s Supreme Court on
September 15 ordered the reinstatement of corruption
cases against public office holders that were
withdrawn following amendments to the country's
accountability laws. In a written order, the court stated
that all inquiries, investigations, and references
affected by the struck-down sections would be
restored to their pre-amendment status and proceed
accordingly. [DAWN]
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The amendments made several changes to the
National Accountability Ordinance (NAO) 1999,
including reducing the term of the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) chairman and prosecutor
general to three years, limiting NAB's jurisdiction to
cases involving sums of over 1.7 million, and
transferring all pending inquiries, investigations, and
trials to relevant authorities. Opposition PTI chairman
Imran Khan in 2022 had challenged the amendments
as they had been enacted to influence influential
suspects and legitimize their corruption.

Pakistan: Supreme Court broadcasts
proceedings live

(mha) The Supreme Court of Pakistan has initiated the
live streaming of hearings for a series of petitions
challenging the Supreme Court (Practice and
Procedure) Act 2023. This act mandates the
establishment of benches to address constitutional
matters of public significance through a committee of
three senior judges of the court. [The News]

The decision to live stream the proceedings was made
on the first day of Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Justice
Qazi Faez Isa's tenure as the new top court judge. After
taking office on September 17, 2023, Justice Isa, who
will serve until October 2024, convened a full court
meeting to address the petitions challenging the
legislation. The law was previously suspended by the
Supreme Court under former CJP Umar Ata Bandial in
April.

Pakistan: Special court refuses bail to ex-
Premier Khan, PTI Vice Chairman Qureshi
in Cipher case

(mha/Im) A special court set up under the amended
Official Secrets Act has denied bail to former Prime
Minister Imran Khan and former Foreign Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi, observing there was overwhelming
evidence on record to connect both suspects to
allegations made in the so-called Cipher case. The
remand for both has now been extended until
September 26. [Associated Press]

Khan and Qureshi are charged with exposing an official
secret document, dubbed Cipher, sent by Pakistan’s
ambassador to the United States and using it for
political gain, according to a Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) document. Khan alleges that the cable
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proves Washington had pressed Islamabad’s military to
orchestrate the fall of his government in April 2022
because he had visited Russia shortly before its
invasion of Ukraine in February that year. [AIR No. 33,
August/2023, 3]

In separate developments, the Supreme Court
Registrar's office has returned a petition filed by Khan,
seeking general elections within 90 days. The
Registrar's office raised objections, stating that the
petitioners had not clearly identified questions of
public importance related to fundamental rights under
the Constitution. Additionally, objections were raised
regarding the inclusion of the President of Pakistan as
a respondent and the lack of clarity in the notices to
respondents. The Registrar's office also noted that the
petition contained multiple prayers in a single
constitutional petition. [The News]

Pakistan: Muslim man accused of slapping
Bible with shoe arrested in blasphemy
case

(Im) A Muslim man in Pakistan has been arrested on
blasphemy charges after a video showed him
apparently slapping a Bible with a shoe. The arrest
occurred in Rawalpindi, near Islamabad, and the man
was kept in custody after a court appearance. [South
China Morning Post]

While blasphemy charges related to Islam or Muslim
prophets are common in Pakistan, it is rare for such
charges to be invoked for insulting another religion.
Pakistan's blasphemy laws, introduced in the 1980s,
carry severe penalties, including the death penalty, for
insulting religion or the Prophet Mohammed. These
laws have often been criticized for their misuse against
religious minorities and other Muslim faiths.

Pakistan: Terrorists attack a security post
near Wali Tangi Quetta

(kr) On September 14, militants launched an attack on
a security forces post near Wali Tangi in Quetta. In the
ensuing firefight, three terrorists and one soldiers
were killed, while another soldier sustained serious
injuries. [ISPR]
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Pakistan: JUI-F leader among 11 injured in
Mastung blast

(mha) At least 11 people, including Hafiz Hamdullah, a
leader of the religio-political Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Faz!
(UI-F), were injured in a blast in Balochistan's Mastung
district on September 14. While no group has taken
responsibility for the blast, the JUI-F has been a target
of the Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP). In the
past, the ISKP has targeted several local leaders of the
JUI-F in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Bajaur, suspecting them
of having close ties with the Taliban administration in
neighboring Afghanistan. [The News]

Sri Lanka: System failure hinders Foreign
Ministry’s document attestation system,
halting services

(If) On September 14, Sri Lanka's Ministry of Foreign
Affairs encountered a significant setback as its
computer systems responsible for document
attestation malfunctioned. The Ministry, which plays a
crucial role in providing essential services for both Sri
Lankan nationals and foreign visitors and workers in
the country, faced a substantial disruption in its ability
to verify the authenticity of various documents,
including passports, birth certificates, and visa
applications, due to this technical failure. [Daily Mirror]

This incident is not an isolated occurrence, as
document attestation machines at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs have been prone to repeated failures,
leading to disruptions in services every few months.
While this temporary shutdown may seem convenient
for Sri Lankan nationals looking to travel, apply for
visas, or work abroad, it poses a challenge as their
documents cannot be authenticated as legitimate by
the nation's authorities. Regrettably, the government
has yet to provide a comprehensive response to
address this issue, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
has not indicated any plans to update its operating
systems or seek a lasting solution to these recurrent
problems.

Sri Lanka: Human Rights Commission
requests copy of proposed Anti-Terrorism
Bill for review

(If) The Sri Lankan Human Rights Commission has
asked President Ranil Wickremesinghe, who also holds
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the defense and finance portfolios, to share a copy of
the proposed Anti-Terrorism Bill, which has recently
undergone revisions. The Bill introduces controversial
provisions, including classifying actions such as
spreading defamatory statements and imposing strict
limitations on protests as terrorist offenses. Concerns
have arisen that these new measures could be
exploited to curtail government criticism, especially in
the context of violent protests and unrest during the
country's economic crisis in 2022 [see AIR, No. 36,
September/2023, 1]. [Daily Mirror] [WSWS]

Sri Lanka: Health Ministry acknowledges
crisis of skilled worker migration

(If) The issue of brain drain has emerged as a
significant challenge in Sri Lanka, with the Ministry of
Health acknowledging the alarming emigration of
doctors and medical professionals. According to official
statistics, from May 2022 to May 2023, more than 800
doctors and 2,000 nurses have departed from the
country. Among these professionals, 247 are
specialized in various medical fields. This exodus has
left the nation grappling with a severe shortage of
essential medical services, resulting in delays in clinics
and hospitals.

The primary driver behind this brain drain, as cited by
the Ministry of Health, is the increasing demand for
medical professionals in foreign countries, particularly
in Western nations. These countries are known to offer
more attractive prospects and benefits, making them
highly desirable destinations for Sri Lankan medical
personnel. In Sri Lanka, medical specialists typically
earn an average annual salary of Rs 201,000 (USD
2,419). In contrast, the United Kingdom and Australia,
two favored destinations for Sri Lankan doctors, offer
starting salaries of Rs 3,370,000 (USD 40,558) and Rs
2,710,000 (USD 32,615) for highly skilled migrants,
respectively.

To address this crisis, Health Minister Keheliya
Rambukwella has announced a measure to allow
doctors to extend their contracts for an additional two
years beyond the national retirement age of 63.
Currently, Sri Lanka mandates retirement at 63 for
doctors, which is three years later than the retirement
age for other public servants in the country. This move
aims to temporarily alleviate the adverse effects of
brain drain. However, it is clear that such a measure
will not serve as a sustainable long-term solution,
especially as medical professionals continue to seek
opportunities in Western and lucrative Middle Eastern
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countries for themselves and their families. [Daily.
Mirror] [News First]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia

Brunei: Secure cyberspace

(pm) The Brunei Cybersecurity Conference 2023 was
held on September 14 at Tarindak D'Seni in Bandar
Seri Begawan, attended by authorities, officials, and
experts on cybersecurity.

During the conference, cyber threats and challenges of
technology were discussed to strengthen defenses and
adopt proactive security measures to minimize the
risks by implementation of processes and policies, to
secure confidentiality, integrity, and information and
system access.

The minister in charge of cybersecurity, said that the
guidelines would set the standards of cybersecurity
framework that would allow for the establishment of a
safer digital environment.

Brunei is experiencing a recent rise in cybercriminal
activities including scams, fraud, which manipulates
individuals to reveal their confidential information,
such as passwords or financial details. [Borneo
Bulletin]

Cambodia: New migrant worker aid policy
adopted
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(pm) The Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training
adopted a three-policy approach for migrant workers
on September 14.

It consists of, firstly, strengthening related services of
Cambodian embassies abroad and their cooperation
with foreign companies to improve the protection of
the interests of migrant workers. Secondly, the
mechanism for inspection of private recruitment
agencies will be strengthened to ensure transparency,
effectiveness, and protection of Cambodian workers in
the recruitment process. Thirdly, the new policy
approach seeks to facilitate the processing of work
documents, legal protection, emergency intervention,
and regular visits by Cambodian embassy officials
while abroad.

Neighboring Thailand has become a host for more
than 1.2 million Cambodian migrant workers, and the
other nations in both Southeast Asia and East Asia
employs thousands of migrant workers. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia: Parliament approves draft law
on establishment of Ministry of
Inspection

(pm) The draft law for the establishment of the
Ministry of Inspection was approved by the National
Assembly by unanimous vote on September 14.

Under the new law the Ministry of Inspection is
assigned to lead and manage all matters of
coordination with the National Assembly, Senate, and
inspection in all areas of Cambodia, aimed

at “preventing, improving, and taking measures against
civil servants of the Armed Forces who have committed
inactivity in society to ensure a culture of integrity,
transparency, accountability, professional conscience,
and strengthening the work ethic.” [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Civil Service Exam reform

(pm) Minister of Civil Services Hun Many announced at
a meeting attended by civil servants at the Royal
School of Administration that the entrance
examination for the civil service will be reformed to get
rid of nepotism and corruption, and to conduct an
unbiased selection of qualified candidates.

He affirmed that the reform would lead to a merit-
based examination, free of intervention or connection.
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[Khmer Times ]

Many's announcement came on the heels of Prime
Minister Hun Manet's order to the 2023 Civil Service
Examination, pending the introduction of new
mechanism that ensures accuracy, transparency, and
justice for new officials [see AIR No. 37,
September/2023, 2].

Cambodia: 30 parties apply for
membership in Supreme Consultative
Council

(pm) The Supreme Consultative Council (SCC) received
membership applications from 30 political parties, with
members seeking to serve as advisors to the
government

Prime Minister Hun Manet suggested expanding the
membership of the SCC during the new Cabinet's first
plenary meeting on August 24.

Established in September 2018, the SCC advises the
government on the country’ social development
independent from the National Assembly. [Khmer
Times]

Cambodia: Candlelight Party (CP)
concerned about the unlawful behavior of
its members

(pm) The Candlelight Party (CP) raised concerns over
members and supporters being involved in unlawful
activities such as disseminating false information,
including using the names of high-profile political
figures to incite mistrust and hatred in society.

To limit reputational damage, the CP released a
statement stating that it neither recognizes nor is
responsible for the recent actions. [Khmer Times]

The CP is the sole credible oppositional force and
challenger to the ruling Cambodian People’s Party. It
was barred from the July election by the National
Election Committee for missing to submit a notarized
copy of the party’'s registration document when
registering for the election [see AiR No. 22, May/2023,
5]
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Cambodia: Rumors of rift within ruling
party rejected

(pm) Sar Kheng and Men Sam An, two vice-presidents
of the ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) have
condemned opposition leaders for spreading rumors
of an alleged rift within the party.

Kheng's Facebook page criticized opposition groups for
using his name as “a tool to serve their wicked and
filthy ambitions,” urging them “immediately stop” all
the actions which obstruct the development of the
state.

Likewise, Sam An, accused the opposition groups of “of
attempting to split the CPP and its elected
government.” [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Prime Minister addresses
human trafficking and drugs issues

(pm) Prime Minister Hun Manet urged to take serious
actions against drugs and human trafficking on
September 13 while meeting with all 25 governors of
the country.

He called for more cooperation between the national
and sub-national administrations as well as for better
public services to especially prevent human trafficking
and suppress drug trafficking. [Khmer Times]

Indonesia: Large drug ring crippled

(dgl) According to Indonesia's National Police, a
regionally operating drug ring has been crippled which
was run by Fredy Pratama, a drug lord hunted down
for trafficking 10.2 tons of crystal meth and 116,346
ecstasy pills, worth USD 682 million, in Indonesia from
2020 to 2023. 39 people, believed to be linked to the
ring, have been arrested.

Pratama has been on the police’s most-wanted list
since 2014. A red notice was issued in June 2023 to
enable collaboration with the Thai and Malaysian
police to capture him. [Antara] [Reuters]

Indonesia: Election commission to
cooperate with three other organizations
on 2024 general election
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(dqgl) The General Elections Commission (KPU),
Indonesia’s election watchdog, is set to cooperate with
the Religious Affairs Ministry, the Youth and Sports
Ministry, and the Financial Transaction Reports and
Analysis Center (PPATK) on the 2024 general election,
after the three parties signed a related memorandum
of understanding (MoU).

According to KPU Chairperson Hasyim Asy'ari, his
agency will work with three other organizations to
uplift the “spirit of sportsmanship that can contribute
to the election contests,” among the first-time voters
(Youth and Sports Ministry), to monitor the campaign
funds of the election candidates (PPATK), and

to optimize education related to elections at
educational institutions supervised by the Religious
Affairs Ministry. [Antara]

Indonesia: Closure of stockpiles for coal
industries and steel smelting industries

(dqgl) The Jakarta provincial government has
temporarily shut down six stockpiles for coal industries
and three steel smelting industries, citing their failure
to meet environmental standards.

The closed industries are suspected of causing a
worsening of air pollution in Jakarta, which has been
recently ranked the world’'s most polluted city.
[Antara]

Indonesia: Trade ministry to ban selling
goods on social media

(dqgl) Indonesia’s trade ministry has announced plans
to prohibit the sale of goods on social media under
new trade regulations, citing the usage of predatory
pricing on social media platforms by e-commerce
sellers that threaten offline markets in Southeast Asia's
biggest economy.

Existing trade regulations don't specifically cover direct
transactions on social media. With a population of
more than 270 million, Indonesia saw nearly USD 52
billion in e-commerce transactions last year. The
country’s e-commerce sector will grow to USD 95
billion by 2025, according to a 2022 industry report by
Alphabet's Google, Temasek Holdings and Bain &
Company. [Nikkei Asia]
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Lao PDR: Government allocates USD
225,000 for boosting domestic production

(ws) The Laotian government has introduced an
ambitious credit policy, with an allocation of 4,500
billion kip (USD 225,000), aimed at boosting domestic
production and stimulating economic growth. This
initiative aligns with a broader strategy to channel
more financial support into local areas.

Under this scheme, businesses will have access to five-
year low-interest loans via commercial banks. This
program is scheduled to remain in effect until 2025.
The central bank will extend loans to commercial
banks at a competitive annual interest rate of 2.5
percent, with the condition that commercial banks
cannot charge more than 6 percent interest.
Businesses can secure loans of up to 5 billion kip
under this framework. [Vientiane Times]

Malaysia: Prime Minister Anwar’s
Reformasi agenda questioned, protests
hit the streets

(ic) Prime Minister (PM) Anwar Ibrahim’s dedication to
political reform in Malaysia, the idea which carried him
to power in November 2022, is being called into
questions through the high-profile discharge not
amounting to acquittal (DNAA) of Deputy Prime
Minister (DPM) Ahmad Zahid as well as the lack of a
follow-up appeal on the acquittal of former PM Najib
Razak. [Reuters]

On September 13, in a speech given at the Asia

Summit organized by the Milken Institute, PM Anwar
attributed a lack of public trust to systemic corruption
that has plagued Malaysian politics for a long time
leading to public cynicism. He would reiterate that he
played no personal role in the decisions of the attorney
general. [Channel News Asia 1]

The discharge of DPM Zahid saw political partners walk
out in the previous week. [AIR No. 37, September/2023,
2]

On September 16, which is also Malaysia Day, the
“Save Malaysia” rally was organized and held in Kuala
Lumpur to protest this move. The rally was led by the
opposition coalition Perikatan Nasional (PN). [Straits
Times]

However, turnout was considered low at 850 despite
the rally being organized by a diversity of groups, and
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analysts have speculated that the theme of “Save
Malaysia” did not sufficiently resonate with
Malaysians. Police noted that the rally contravened
the Peaceful Assembly Act and have identified 25 key
figures for questioning. [Malay Mail] [Malaysia Now]

Former PM Najib was a key figure in the 1 Malaysia
Development Berhad (1MDB) scandal. He was
acquitted of charges of audit tampering surrounding
this scandal in March, and on September 12 the Court
of Appeal upheld this decision. [Associated Press]

The larger criminal breach of trust case will be held in
2024, but Najib's counsel has requested for the
attorney general's chambers to verify the authenticity
of a leaked memo circulating online, allegedly written
by the lead prosecutor and sent to the attorney
general at the time, claiming a lack of prima facie
evidence to support a case against Najib. [New Straits
Times] [The Star]

During the speech at the Asia Summit, Anwar also
reiterated his intention to renegotiate the deal
brokered with US investment bank Goldman Sachs by
former PM Muhyiddin Yassin in 2020 in recompense
for its role in the TMDB scandal. [Channel News Asia
2]

Malaysia: Religion should be in politics,
survey reveals

(ic) A Pew Research Center study released on
September 12, 2023, noted that Malaysians (and
Indonesians) believe strongly in the role of religion in
political life.

86 percent of Malaysians (and 64 percent of
Indonesians) surveyed believe that Shariah law should
be institutionalized above or alongside secular law.

Analysts are conflicted over whether this, alongside
recent electoral developments, is reflective of an
increasing far-right religious nationalist sentiment in
Malaysian (and Indonesian) domestic politics.
[Business Times] [Channel News Asia] [Malaysia Now]

Myanmar: Arakan Women's Network
chairman arrested

(wn) According to reports of family members, Daw Nyo
Aye, who serves as the chairperson of the Arakan
Women's Network, was arrested by the police.
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It has been reported that a case has been opened
against her under Section 505 (b) of the Penal Code for
inciting sedition.

His daughter, Daw Saw Mya Thant, stated that he was
arrested and charged for attending the 56th Rice
Problem Day ceremony in Sittwe on August 13.

During the reign of U Ne Win's Myanmar Socialist Party
in 1967, Rakhine State faced a severe famine due to
rice shortage. On August 13 over three hundred
individuals lost their lives when the army violently
suppressed Rakhine youth who were protesting in
Sittwe to address the issue. [RFA Burmese]

Myanmar: NLD expresses concern about
the health of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

(wn) The National League for Democracy Party (NLD)
reported that State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyji,
who was detained by the military council, is not
receiving proper healthcare and is not being provided
with nutritious food and suitable accommodation. The
NLD is particularly concerned that her arrest was
intended to put her life in danger. [NLD's Facebook
Page]

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's son, Kim Eric, expressed
concern that his mother's request for emergency
medical care was denied, according to The
Independent on September 4.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who is 78 years old, has been
sentenced to 33 years in prison in 19 cases. However,
on August 1, she was granted a six-year reprieve for
five cases. As a result, she will serve 27 years in prison.
[REA Burmese]

Myanamr: Junta raids in Magwe Region

(sk) Junta forces conducted a series of raids in
Myanmar's central Magwe Region's Myaing Township,
resulting in casualties and arrests, including the killing
of a People's Defense Force (PDF) member.

The junta battalion extended its operations, raiding
villages and seizing resistance camps, causing
destruction. Reports emerged of detainees being
subjected to torture, used as human shields, and
forced to carry heavy baggage.
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Over 10 clashes occurred in Myaing, with casualties
reported on both sides. Nearly 1,000 residents were
displaced, and looting by junta infantry exacerbated
the situation. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta launches airstrike

(sk) On September 15, the Myanmar junta launched an
airstrike near Mogoke town in Mandalay Region.

This airstrike followed an attack by the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) on the junta's ground troops.

The junta's Light Infantry Battalions 148, 104, and 102,
along with Light Infantry Division 44, advanced into
northern Mogoke Township on the same day.

Clashes broke out near Kone San and Nyaung Kone
villages, with the TNLA engaging junta troops. Heavy
fighting was also reported near Nyaung Kone village.

Prior to this incident, on September 11, there was a
four-hour battle between junta Battalion 666 and TNLA
Brigade 2 in the area.

While specific TNLA casualty figures were not provided,
it was reported that at least 14 civilians had been killed
by the junta.

Following the junta airstrike, many civilians had fled
Kyat Pyin village, while Kyat Phin village was shelled by
the junta. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta forces and resistance
fighters filled in four-day clashes

(sk) At least 14 Myanmar junta forces and two
resistance fighters were killed in clashes across
multiple regions, including Sagaing, Magwe, Mandalay,
Bago, Mon, and Kachin states. Some military casualties
couldn't be independently verified.

Resistance groups like the Ghost Team Ranger used
drones to drop bombs on regime forces in Sagaing,
resulting in unknown military casualties.

PDFs, including the Monywa Lightning Force, launched
attacks on junta-controlled checkpoints, resulting in
casualties among regime forces and civilians.

Resistance groups jointly ambushed military flotillas in
Sagaing and Mandalay regions, causing casualties
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among junta forces.

PDFs, like the Yesagyo PDF, ambushed military units
using landmines and drone bombs in Magwe Region,
with reported injuries among regime troops.
Additionally, resistance groups shelled military
headquarters in Mon State, resulting in casualties
among regime forces and villagers. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Junta accused of targeting
religious structures

(sk) Since the 2021 coup, close to 100 religious’
buildings, predominantly churches, have been
damaged or destroyed in Chin State, according to the
Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO).

Nationwide, approximately 200 religious’ structures,
encompassing churches and Buddhist monasteries,
have experienced damage due to junta attacks.

Chin State has recorded the highest number of
religious building damages, with 95 affected in just one
week. In Kayah State, 42 religious buildings have been
reported as destroyed. In addition to religious
buildings, five Chin hospitals, clinics, and four schools
have been destroyed.

The junta is accused of intentionally targeting churches
used as shelters for displaced individuals. These
attacks on community spaces raise concerns regarding
potential violations of international law.[Irrawaddy]

Philippines: President Marcos vows
improving ease of doing business in the
country

(Ib) President Marcos of the Philippines, during an
interview at the 2023 Asia Summit in Singapore,
discussed efforts to improve conditions of doing
business in the country. He acknowledged challenges
in the bureaucracy but assured investors of reforms.

Key points include addressing power supply issues and
streamlining bureaucracy, with a focus on digital
transformation. Legal changes have been made to
attract foreign investors, and the Philippines offers
incentives and a stable geopolitical environment.
[Philstar]
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Philippines: Two environmental advocates
abducted

(Ib) On September 14 international NGO Global
Witness issued a statement strongly condemning the
reported abduction of two youth environmental
advocates, Jhed Tamano (22) and Jonila Castro (21),
who were last seen more than two weeks ago in the
Philippines' Bataan province on Luzon Island.

According to eyewitnesses, they were abducted from
the street by armed individuals and forced into a
vehicle.

Both activists were known for their opposition to land
reclamation projects in Manila Bay, including the US
USD 15 billion New Manila International Airport.

The airport project is being developed by the
Philippine conglomerate San Miguel Corporation, with
involvement from Dutch companies, including Royal
Boskalis Westminster N.V.

When seeking updates on the case, both activists'
families and an independent fact-finding mission
reportedly encountered reluctance from local
authorities.

The Philippines has a history of attacks against land
and environmental defenders, with at least 281 such
incidents recorded between 2012 and 2022. The
country consistently records a high number of killings
in this category in Asia. [Global Witness]

Philippines: Nobel laureate Maria Ressa
acquitted in Philippines tax evasion case

(Ib) Maria Ressa, a prominent journalist and co-founder
of the online news site Rappler, has been acquitted of
a tax evasion charge, marking another legal victory in
her ongoing battle against multiple charges filed
during former President Rodrigo Duterte's tenure.

The charges stemmed from the 2015 sale of Philippine
depositary receipts, which allow companies to raise
money from foreign investors. Four charges were
previously dropped in January, and the fifth, heard by a
different court, was also cleared of wrongdoing.

Ressa, a vocal Duterte critic, has consistently argued
that the cases against her and Rappler were politically
motivated. [Aljazeera]
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Philippines: Duterte urged by ex-president
Arroyo to return to politics

(Ib) Former Philippine President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo has urged ex-leader Rodrigo Duterte to re-enter
politics during a recent gathering.

Duterte, who completed his term last year, met with
Arroyo and other officials during a visit to Manila for a
medical check-up.

Arroyo's suggestion comes as Duterte made headlines
for his meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping,
indicating China's hope for continued cooperation.
Duterte's visit coincided with the Philippines bolstering
defense ties with the US and increased protests
against China's South China Sea actions.

Arroyo, an active lawmaker, recently lost a key post
and has been associated with Vice President Sara
Duterte. [Gulf News]

Singapore: Former Deputy Prime Minister
Tharman Shanmugaratnam sworn in as
new president

(LB) Former Deputy Prime Minister Tharman
Shanmugaratnam was sworn in as Singapore’s new
president on September 14. The Indian-origin
economist is Singapore's ninth head of state.

Tharman secure a landslide victory in the September 1
presidential election [see AiR No. 36, September/2023,
1]. His victory has sparked debate about the role of the
president in Singapore's political system.

Currently the president's role is largely ceremonial,
with veto power over some matters, such as tapping
into the nation's financial reserves. [Channel News
Asia]

Singapore: Government criticizes report
on rising minimum income standards

(Ib) The Singapore government has responded to a
report on rising minimum income standards, stating
that it may not accurately reflect basic needs and
should be seen as what individuals desire rather than a
true reflection of essentials.
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The report includes items like jewelry, perfumes, and
overseas holidays in its estimates of minimum income
standards. The government also pointed out that the
report's methodology has certain limitations, including
simplifying assumptions and the inclusion of higher-
income participants in focus groups.

While supporting the goal of decent wages for lower-
wage workers, the government expressed reservations
about a universal wage floor, citing potential job losses
for less-skilled workers if set too high. [CNA]

Singapore: GlobalFoundries opens
Singapore semiconductor expansion fab

(Ib) New York headquartered, multinational
semiconductor contract manufacturing and design
company GlobalFoundries has opened its USD 4 billion
expansion fabrication plant in Singapore as it
anticipates a growing demand for semiconductor
chips.

The Singapore facility is expected to create around
1,000 high-value jobs, and its expansion will increase
the company's overall capacity to approximately 1.5
million wafers (300mm) per year.

Singapore supplies 11 percent of the world's
semiconductors, and the country's strategic
partnership with GlobalFoundries aims to meet the
rising global demand for semiconductor chips. [CNBC]

Thailand: Government to split state
officials’ payment into twice a month

(ws) The government's provisional plan to split state
officials’ payment into twice a month, as a measure to
stimulate the Thai economy, has sparked nationwide
criticism among civil servants.

While the plan aims to boost expenditure in both
government and economic sectors, a major concern,
which revolves around the potential accumulation of
debt among government officials, arises.

The concern stems from the possibility that they may
struggle to adjust their financial management to
ensure they meet various monthly payments by the
end of the month. These payments encompass loans
from savings cooperatives, bank loans, credit card bills,
and utility payments. [Bangkok Post]
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Thailand: Pita resigns as Move Forward
leader

(ak) Pita Limjaroenrat has announced his resignation
as leader of the Move Forward Party, saying that he is
unable to fulfill the position of opposition leader due to
his suspension by the Constitutional Court from
performing his duties as an MP. [Bangkok Post 1]

The election of the new party leader is scheduled for
September 23. It is speculated that Chaithawat
Tulathon or MP Sirikanya Tansakun are likely to be
elected as the new party leader. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Deputy Prime Minister
Phumtham Wechayachai put in charge of
referendum panel composition

(ak) Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai
has been put in charge of forming a panel that will
study the design of a referendum to be held on
amending the constitution.

Phumtham, who doubles as commerce minister,
assured that the first two chapters of the current
charter concerning kingdom’s unity and the monarchy
would remain unchanged and that the new
constitution would provide greater protection for
people’s right and liberties while streamlined with the
administration.

According to Phumtham, four referendums might be
needed for a new constitution, incurring as estimated
cost of THB 20 billion (USD 555 million). [Nation
Thailand] [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha sets up a
working committee to tackle illegal
narcotics

(ws) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin announced the
establishment of a working committee dedicated to
addressing illegal narcotics. The committee's mission is
to reduce drug-related issues within one year, and it
will involve various state agencies, including the
military, Interior Ministry, and Public Health Ministry.

This initiative comes as the smuggling of
methamphetamine, especially from Myanmar and
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Laos, has escalated in recent years, with substantial
amounts crossing the porous border, raising serious
concerns.

Regarding cannabis, which has been legalized for
medical use since 2018, the prime minister has
reiterated that cannabis is strictly intended for medical
purposes, reemphasizing that its use for recreational
purposes remains prohibited. [ThaiPBSWorld]
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha appoints
nine advisors

(ws) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has unveiled the
selection of nine advisors, with the former Finance
Minister Kittirat Na-Ranong being designated as the
Chief Adviser.

The other eight advisors include Tewan Liptapanlop,
leader of the Chartpattanakla Party; Pichai
Chunhavajira, former chairman of the Bangchak
Corporation; Supanit Chaiyawat, an independent
director of property developer Sansiri Public Company
Limited; Pimol Srivikorn, chairman of Pheu Thai's
sports policies committee and president of the
Taekwondo Association of Thailand; Pichit Chuenban, a
lawyer who worked with former Prime Minister
Thaksin; Chonlatit Surasawadi, former director-general
of the Royal Forestry Department; Chai Watcharong,
government spokesman and veterinarian; and Surayut
Thavikulwat, former chief financial adviser at BTS
Group.

These advisors bring a wealth of experience from
diverse sectors such as finance, sport, tourism, and
energy. Their principal role is to provide valuable
guidance and offer insights or recommendations on
tasks entrusted to them by the Prime Minister.
[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Interior minister looks to
impose gun control

(ak) In the wake of a recent controversy involving a
wealthy “kamnan” (subdistrict headman) in Nakon
Pathom who allegedly ordered the shooting of a police
officer, Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul is now
looking to impose limits on gun possession, saying
“Firearms must only be in the hands of people who will
use them properly.”


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-viljrik-l-zi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-viljrik-l-zd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-viljrik-l-zh/

Furthermore, Anutin also looks to expand the
definition of “influential figures” which, in this context,
refers to powerful individuals involved in criminal
activities such as drug trading, contraband, and
prostitution.

According to him, the definition of “influential figures”
consists of 16 types of people, and while no specifics of
what and how many types of people will be appended
to the list, it can be safe to assume that abusive local
authorities will be one of them.

He added that his ministry will work on introducing
measures that will prevent local administrators, who
have become influential by using their power, from
threatening, persecuting, or even taking the life of
other people in their area of jurisdiction. [Nation
Thailand]

Vietham: Prime Minister proposes to
increase minimum wage

(km) Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has
proposed an increase in the minimum wage during a
government meeting. He also expressed concern
about economic growth not meeting targets and the
challenges faced by businesses. [thanhnien.vn]

The Vietnam National Wage Council initially suggested
a 5-6 percent increase in the regional minimum wage
for 2024 but is now considering a delay to protect jobs.
Currently, the minimum wage varies by region: Zone 1
($205 USD), Zone 2 ($182 USD), Zone 3 ($159 USD), and
Zone 4 ($141 USD). The final decision will be made
after further assessment, with the next meeting
expected in late November.

Vietham: Taiwan-based Apple supplier
receives investment certificate for project
in Hanoi

(km/Im) On September 13, INVENTEC, a Taiwan-based
supplier to Apple, received an investment certificate
for its "Inventec Vietnam Factory" project in Hanoi
Southern Supporting Industrial Park (HANSSIP). This
USD 125 million project will occupy 161,647 square
meters and have an annual capacity of approximately
32 million units. The factory is scheduled to become
operational in 36 months, with a planned operation
period of 50 years. [Hanoi Times]
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Hanoi's industrial parks have attracted 709 active
projects, including 302 foreign-invested ones with a
capital exceeding USD 6.4 billion and 407 domestic-
invested projects with a capital surpassing USD 790.1
million.

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia

Belt and Road Summit 2023 with
emphasis on Middle East

(ic) The 8t" Belt and Road Summit (BRS) 2023 was held
on September 13-14 in Hong Kong, featuring over 280
investment projects from over 80 countries and
covering four main areas: energy, natural resources
and public utilities; innovation and technology; urban
development and transportation and logistics
infrastructure. A total of 21 memorandums of
understanding (MOUs) on cooperation was signed
involving government bodies and companies from
Hong Kong, Mainland China and ASEAN countries. [Belt
and Road Summit] [Antara News]

A focus was also put on the Middle East, reflected by
the inclusion of a new Middle East Forum to the
program. It was held on the second day of the Summit
and discussed the outlook for business and investment
in the Middle East market.

Among the mentioned 21 MoUs were also many
signed between the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
Saudi Arabia and Hong Kong. [Antara News] [Zawya]

China hopes to enhance trade with the Middle East
amid its rivalry with the West over influence in the
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region. This development was made clear by the
announcement of the Western-backed India-Middle
East-Europe corridor on the sidelines of the G20
Summit which aims to compete with China’s BRI in the
region [see AiR No. 37, September/2023, 2]. [South
China Morning Post 1] [Al Jazeera]

Chinese Vice-Premier Ding Xuexiang delivered the
keynote speech of the opening session, reaffirming the
support of the Chinese government in maintaining
Hong Kong's unique role in expanding the Belt and
Road Initiative citing the city's common law system, a
“free, open and regulated” business environment as
well as global links.

This statement comes as Hong Kong has been
struggling to regain its former status an international
business hub in the face of the legacy of the 2019 anti-
government protests to compete with its rival
Singapore. [State Council, China] [South China Morning
Post 2] [The Standard]

ASEAN Secretary-General Kao Kim Hourn also attended
the opening session, noting in his address the need for
synergy between China and ASEAN on initiatives such
as the Masterplan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 and
ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP).

Kao would later meet with Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (SAR) Chief Executive John Lee,
where he professed continued support for Hong
Kong's accession to the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP). [ASEAN Secretariat]
[news.gov.hk]

China-ASEAN Expo

(ic) The 20" China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO) was held on
September 17 in Nanning, China. Coming on the heels
of BRS 2023 (see article in this edition), Chinese
Premier Li Qiang, ASEAN Secretary-General Kao Kim
Hourn, and ASEAN national leaders were in
attendance. [Reuters]

The CAEXPO, in a similar vein to the BRS 2023, serves
as a convergence point for senior government and
business leaders to discuss concrete trade and
investment connections tying participants together.

All parties involved appear to view the event as a
success, lauding the fact that ASEAN has been China’s
largest trading partner for 14 years and calling for
increased economic ties. [CGTN] [Xinhua]
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Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh of Vietnam called on
Southeast Asia and China to increase trade networks,
particularly through the completion of negotiations for
the upgraded third edition of the ASEAN-China Free
Trade Agreement. [VN Express]

Similar statements were made by other ASEAN
member states, in particular Indonesia and Cambodia,
both of whom have eyed increased cooperation with
China in recent months. [Phnom Penh Post] [Tempo]

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim of Malaysia focused his
statement instead on the geopolitical tensions
plaguing the region, calling for the need for peace and
stability. [Free Malaysia Today]

ASEAN hold first-ever joint naval exercises

(dqgl) The ASEAN kicked off its first-ever joint naval
exercises in Indonesian waters on September 19.

Coming amid increasing tensions over China's
assertiveness in the nearby South China Sea and on
the heels of the release a new map by China that
included Taiwan and practically the entire South China
Sea as Chinese territory, the five-day drills around
Indonesia's Natuna Islands are focusing on
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief rather than
combat operations. All ten ASEAN members states will
join the exercise, also prospective member East Timor.
[Reuters]

Mexico overtakes China as largest trading
partner of the USA

(ms) As it has already indicated in the first months of
2023, Mexico has become the largest trading partner
of the United States, overtaking not only Canada but

especially China, which has claimed this top position

for almost ten years.

According to data from Bloomberg, Mexico accounted
for 15 percent and China only 14.6 percent of U.S.
imports in July, confirming the trade data from the first
four months of the year, in which Mexico accounted
for 15.4 percent, Canada 15.2 percent and China for
just 12 percent of the overall U.S. trade volume.

The share of trade volume between the two largest
economies already began to decline in 2018 under the
Trump administration in the wake of the latter's-
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imposed tariffs on imported products from China,
which China responded with similar tariffs on U.S.
products.

This downward trend continued under the Biden
administration, which maintained the tariffs and
imposed additional sanctions on exports of advanced
technology to China. The COVID-19 pandemic and
China’s Zero-COVID pandemic policy then acted as a
kind of catalyst, allowing the US' southern neighbor to
take the top position. [Axios] [Bloomberg] [Business
Insider] [New York Post]

However, not only is the U.S. distancing itself
economically from China, but China's export market is
also shifting to its own region. In 2023, according to
recently published data, the ten ASEAN member states
surpassed the previously leading USA and EU as the
largest export market of China [see AR No. 37,
September/2023, 2].

Meanwhile, a contingent from the PLA marched
alongside the Mexican military in its annual parade
held on September 16 to mark Mexico's Independence
Day. [China Mil]

Politburo member Li Xi represents China
at G77+China meeting

(ga) The annual G77+China summit, a gathering
focused on developing countries and the ‘Global
South’, was hosted from September 15-16 in Havana,
Cuba. [DW]

China was represented at the summit by Li Xi, a
member of China’s Politburo Standing Committee and
the Central Committee of the Communist Party, and
the leader of the Communist Party's Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection. By sending a
member of the Politburo Standing Committee, China
signaled its support for the G77. [DW] [Nikkei Asia]

Founded in 1964, the G77 represents the interests of
developing countries and is currently comprised of 134
members. China attended the summit, which lists it as
a member even though China says that it is not a
member but supports the G77's mission. The G77
summit hosts countries whose populations comprise
80 percent of the world's population. [DW]

The summit's focus was primarily on economic
inequality between the developed and developing
world, as well as reforming an ‘unjust’ international
system. This year's theme for the conference focused
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on science and innovation between and within
developing countries. A large part of the summit was
focused on opposition to the developed world and
particularly the US, with many leaders’ speeches
highlighting the long-running sanctions placed on host
country Cuba by the US. [DW] [France 24] [G77] [Nikkei
Asia]

Li both indirectly and directly criticized the US and
other developed nations in his speech at the summit
on September 15, saying: “The United Nations General
Assembly has voted overwhelmingly for [sic] 30
consecutive times, demanding an immediate end to
the U.S. embargo against Cuba”. [Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs]

Li also referenced the souring relations between China
and Western countries, saying that “Some countries
are resorting to ... unilateral sanctions, erection of
‘fences and barriers,’ decoupling, and disruption of
industrial and supply chains, seriously undermining
the legitimate development rights and interests of
developing countries and our space for development”.
[Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Li looked to reaffirm China's position as a developing
country in spite of critical appraisals of China's status
as developing in the last few years, calling China “a
natural member of the Global South” and claiming that
“No matter what stage of development it reaches,
China will always be part of the developing world and a
member of the Global South”. [Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs]

Pursuant to the technological focus of the summit, Li
also called for economic and technological cooperation
between Global South countries, saying that China “will
always make South-South cooperation a priority” and
that China “remains committed to building
technological change that will reduce digital divides”.
[Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [DW]

According to Xinhua, leaders at the summit such as
Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel and President of
the Union of the Comoros and Chairperson of the
African Union Azali Assoumani spoke about China's
Global Development Initiative and Belt and Road
Initiative as projects which are aimed at equitable
engagement and development with the Global South.
[Xinhua]

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, who visited
China from September 8-14, said that China helped
Venezuela to acquire vaccines during the Covid-19
pandemic during a speech at the summit. [see AiR No.
37, September/2023, 2] [Xinhua]
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Leaders that attended the summit also included United
Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres,
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, Colombian
President Gustavo Petro, Argentinian President Alberto
Fernandez, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
Angolan President Joao Lourenco, Mozambican
President Filipe Nyusi, and Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas. [France 24]

The ultimate consensus viewpoint expressed during
the summit was a desire on the part of G77 members
to change the existing global governance system,
although such statements were typically vague in
nature. Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel said “After
all this time that the North has organized the world
according to its interests, it is now up to the South to
change the rules of the game”, during a speech
opening the summit on September 15. [France 24]

The G77's concluding statement called for more of a
say for countries in the Global South in the global
governance system. [Xinhua]

PLA Navy holds military exercises near
South Korea

(ga) The Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy is
conducting drills this week in the Yellow Sea and Bohai
Strait, in between the Korean Peninsula and northern
China, in response to joint drills held by the US, South
Korea, and Canada from September 15-19. Two PLA
exercises will take place, one which ran from
September 18-19 and another from September 17-24,
the first PLA drills in the Yellow Sea since April.
[Institute for the Study of War] [SCMP]

The joint US, South Korea, and Canada naval drills
were held to commemorate the 73rd anniversary of
the Battle of Incheon during the Korean War. South
Korean Commander Kim Hyeon-seok referred to the
exercises as training to respond to threats from North
Korea, China was not mentioned. [SCMP]

Naval exercises in the Yellow Sea are less commonly
done by the US and its allies because the Yellow Sea is
more sensitive for China given its proximity to Beijing.
At its narrowest, the Yellow Sea separates China and
South Korea by only 230 kilometers. [Institute for the
Study of War] [SCMP]

The US has increased air force activity over the Yellow
Sea, including joint exercises with South Korea, in the
wake of recent North Korean missile launches. [SCMP]
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Japan-lAEA: Agreement on continuous
review of Fukushima wastewater
discharge safety

(ed) Japan has agreed with the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) to continuously review the safety
of the treated radioactive wastewater from Fukushima
nuclear power plant.

An IAEA report published in July concluded the
government's plan to release the water was safe [see
AiR No. 28, July/2023, 2]. However, according to an
agreement signed on 18 September, the IAEA will
“carry out technical work until the last drop of treated
water has been safely discharged into the sea”. [IAEA]

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida gave the
greenlight to begin the discharge last month, which
has sparked an outcry among domestic and
international opposition, particularly with China.

After tightening inspections of imports of Japanese
seafood, Chinese imports of dropped 67.6 percentin
August. [Asahi Shimbun] [Reuters]

Japan, Italy and UK agree on next steps
for joint fighter jet production

(ed) Japan’s Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Italy's
Leonardo and the UK's BAE Systems have agreed on
the next steps in the process to jointly produce a next-
generation fighter jet.

The three nations agreed in December 2022 to jointly
build an advanced combat aircraft that could enter
service around 2035 in the Global Combat Air Program
(GCAP) [see AIR No. 50, December/2022, 2]. [Asahi
Shimbun]

North Korea launches missiles off east
coast as Kim Jong Un meets Putin in
Russia

(tms) North Korea fired two short-range ballistic
missiles into the sea off its eastern coast just an hour
before leader Kim Jong Un's meeting with President
Vladimir Putin in Russia, marking a notable
occurrence.
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The missiles were launched from a location near
Pyongyang, the North Korean capital, and traveled
approximately 650 kilometers, according to South
Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff. South Korea condemned
the launch, considering it a violation of UN Security
Council resolutions. [Yonhap]

Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno
confirmed that Japan had lodged a protest North
Korea through diplomatic channels in Beijing.
[Reuters]

Despite UN sanctions, North Korea continues missile
testing, including intercontinental ballistic missiles
(ICBM).

Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe calls AUKUS ‘a mistake’,
rejects fears over China

(Im) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe on
September 19 criticized the trilateral AUKUS security
pact between Australia, the United Kingdom, and
United States, labeling it "a mistake" and “strategic
misstep” and characterizing it as a military alliance
aimed at China. Speaking at an event on the sidelines
of the United Nations General Assembly in New York,
Wickremesinghe also dismissed concerns over China's
influence on Sri Lanka, and laughed off the term "Indo-
Pacific" as an "artificial framework" with varying
interpretations. [South China Morning Post]

He noted that the rivalry between China and the US,
which originally centered on the Western Pacific, had
extended to the Indian Ocean and the South Pacific,
expressing confusion about his country's involvement
in the dispute.

Regarding the potential expansion of NATO into Asia,
he emphasized the desire for no military activity in the
Indian Ocean region and rejected reports of a Chinese
military base in Sri Lanka, stating that the Hambantota
port was a commercial facility managed by China
Merchants Group. Wickremesinghe also refuted claims
of Chinese spy ships, describing them as research
vessels operating under an agreement with Sri Lanka's
national aquatic research agency.

IMF begins first review of Sri Lanka’s
economic progress following USD 2.9
billion bailout


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-viljrik-l-ydk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-viljrik-l-ydu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-viljrik-l-yhl/

(If) The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has begun a
two-week review of Sri Lanka's progress under the USD
2.9 billion bailout package. This review aims to
evaluate Sri Lanka's performance since its deal was
approved in March, aiming to evaluate the policies and
reforms adopted by the government of President Ranil
Wickremesinghe to help address its severe economic
crisis. [Daily Mirror] [Investing]

Sri Lanka underwent a severe economic crisis in May
2022 due to a severe dollar shortage. The crisis
prompted large-scale protests and scenes of severe
unrest, including protestors storming the nation’s
presidential residence, leading to the resignation and
exile of former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa from the
country. In response to the crisis, Sri Lanka sought
assistance from the IMF, resulting in the approval of a
bailout package in March 2023, subject to stringent
reforms and austerity measures aimed at reforming
the nation’s debt payments and introducing austerity
measures. The measures also aim at introducing
greater transparency and eliminating corruption from
the political and private financial sectors.

State Minister of Finance Shehan Semasinghe
expressed the government's commitment to working
closely with the IMF to address the relevant areas still
requiring process and addressing going forward, but
was cautiously optimistic about the findings of the
review. Should Sri Lanka's progress be found
acceptable by the IMF, a sum of USD 338 million will be
released to the nation as its second payment of the
program.

Data from Verité Research in August found that
progress on around 15 percent of Sri Lanka's IMF
commitments was unknown, mostly relating to foreign
currency reserves commitments and tax revenue. [AIR,
No. 34, August/2023, 4].

Sri Lanka has only met 19.4 percent of its
commitments to 2015 UN HRC resolution

(If) Research published by monitors from the United
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) on

Verité Research, a Sri Lankan think tank, has found
that Sri Lanka has only completed 19.4 percent of the
measure outlined within a resolution that the nation
had co-sponsored. In contrast to this low percentage of
progress, a staggering 61.1 percent of the measures
outlined within the document have been reported to
have seen ‘poor’ or 'no’ progress in the eight years
since the resolution's adoption.
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UNHRC resolution 30/1, titled ‘Promoting
reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri
Lanka’, outlined recommended steps that should be
taken by the government of Sri Lanka to overcome the
prejudices which had gripped the nations during its
Civil War (1983-2009) and finding a way to rebuild civil
society in its aftermath. Some of the key areas which
have seen ‘poor’ progress that are outlined within the
resolution include investigating attacks on journalists,
religious minorities and other vulnerable people,
bringing perpetrators of violent attacks to account and
working to prevent similar attacks into the future. Sri
Lanka co-sponsored the resolution upon its adoption
in 2015, as a symbol that it wanted to improve its
reputation on rights to the international community.

Interest in Sri Lanka's human rights record has
increased in recent weeks, especially as questions
regarding the nation’s anti-terrorism bill have been
asked as to whether its proposed measures violate
civilian political rights. The poor progress of Sri Lanka
on the front of a UNHRC resolution designed solely
around the country is a negative symbol to send to the
international community. It is expected that Sri Lanka's
delegation to the United Nations General Assembly
meeting, taking place from 18-22 September, will
address the resolution and its progress. [Daily Mirror]
[UN Relief Web]

Sri Lanka President Ranil Wickremesinghe
travels to Cuba, United States for
international conferences

(If) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe on
September 13 embarked on a diplomatic journey to
attend international conferences in Cuba and the
United States. His itinerary included the G-77 plus
China summit in Havana, which took place on
September 15-16, and the 77th Annual Session of the
United Nations General Assembly in New York from
September 19-21. [Daily Mirror 1]

Cuba

During his trip to Havana, President Wickremesinghe
held a bilateral meeting with Cuban President Diaz-
Canel Bermudez, where the two heads of state
discussed areas for future collaboration and
cooperation. The fields of medicine, sports training and
healthcare were identified as areas for growth in the
bilateral ties between both nations. Both presidents
also committed to continuing the ongoing work
between Sri Lanka and Cuba in coconut cultivation, a
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unique area of collaboration which the two states have
cooperated on within the broad sector of agriculture.

Both leaders also pledged support for each other on
crucial matters relating to economics and human
rights. President Wickremesinghe promised that Sri
Lanka would continue supporting Cuba in international
institutions to help lift the continuous sanctions that
have been maintained against the state since the late
1950s. Likewise, President Bermudez assured Sri
Lankans that Cuba would continue to back the nation
against United Nations resolutions attacking Sri Lanka
on their human rights records. This agreement to
continue providing bilateral support between the two
nations on controversial topics highlights the intimacy
of Sri Lanka's relationship with Cuba, which has been
ongoing since 1959. [Adaderana] [Daily Mirror 2]

United States

President Wickremesinghe is set to address the United
Nations General Assembly meeting on September 21,
where he is expected to address a number of pressing
issues, including the state of the country’'s economy,
the nation’s efforts on reconciliation and its record on
human rights. He is also expected to participate in a
number of side meetings, including the ‘Heads of
State/Government Leaders Dialogue during the 2023
SDG Summit’ and the ‘Climate Action Summit’, which
has been convened by UN Secretary-General Antonio
Gutteres. [The Island Online]

France contributes EUR 500,000 to UNICEF
fund to help combat malnutrition in Sri
Lanka

(If) The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
announced on September 15 that France had
contributed EUR 500,000 to a fund aimed at treating
and combatting child malnutrition within Sri Lanka.
The announcement follows a visit from President
Macron, made to Colombo in early August [see AIR, No.
31, August/2023, 1]. It is unclear whether France's
contribution is a result of these talks, or an unrelated
gesture of goodwill and charity. [Daily Mirror] [UNICEF]
[Colombo Page]

UN deputy secretary-general says
Taiwan’'s exclusion from organization is
harmful
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(ed) The United Nations Deputy Secretary-General
Amina Mohammed recently spoke out against the
exclusion of Taiwan from the United Nations as
harmful to worldwide development goals.

Taiwan was expelled from the United Nations in 1971
after the People’s Republic of China was recognized as
the sole legitimate representative of China to the UN.
When asked about Taiwan's bit to participate once
more in the UN, Mohammed stated that the “exclusion
of anyone holds back [global development] goals ...
member states have to find a way to make sure that
we are not in that position where we're excluding
people”.

China responded negatively to the remarks. The
Chinese representative said that “Taiwan'’s
participation in the UN is a false narrative ... there is
but one China in the world, and Taiwan is an
inalienable part of China'’s territory”.

Despite the deputy secretary-general's comments, the
UN stated it is committed to only recognizing one
China as a legitimate representative. [Taipei Times]

International rights organizations call for
a meaningful UN resolution on human
rights crisis in Cambodia

(pm) In an open letter, international rights
organizations - including Amnesty International,
ARTICLE 19, Asian Forum for Human Rights and
Development (FORUM-ASIA), CIVICUS: World Alliance
for Citizen Participation, Human Rights Watch,
International Commission of Jurists (IC]), International
Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), and World
Organisation against Torture (OMCT) - have demanded
that the United Nations Human Rights Council adopts
a resolution “strengthening and extending scrutiny” of
the human rights situation in Cambodia at the
Council's ongoing 54th regular session.

The organizations cited for their demand the human
rights violations “perpetrated in the context of general
elections held on 23 July,” that marks “a new low in the
two years of continual decline in the overall situation
of human rights in Cambodia since the last Council
resolution on the country in October 2021.”

Among others, they refer in their criticism to the
crackdown on and harassment of the political
opposition, reflected in “politically motivated
prosecutions against more than 150 opposition party
leaders and members.”
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They also point at “growing intolerance for human
rights including freedom of expression,” manifest in a
“continuing pattern of systematic repression and
criminalisation of critical voices and independent
media.” [Human Rights Watch]

The Cambodian foreign ministry rejected the criticism,
calling it “inaccurate, biased, and misleading
narratives,” that fail to recognize “Cambodia’s
numerous achievements” in human rights and the
country’s “commendable progress in implementing the
Cambodia Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).”
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, Cambodial

Cambodia hosts multilateral mine action
exercise

(dgl) Cambodia is hosting the first international
Humanitarian Mine Action Field Training Exercise
within the framework of the ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting-Plus under the theme “Pure Homeland 2023".

The ten-day exercise is being attended by 450 officers
and soldiers from 14 countries, including besides
Cambodia, the US, Australia, Brunei, China, India,
Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Laos, the Philippines,
Russia, Singapore and Vietnam.

It marks the first-of-its-kind multinational event, which
kicked off on September 13 at the National
Peacekeeping Forces Training Centre in Phnom Sruoch
district of Kampong Speu province. [Khmer Times 1]

In a separate development, the Cambodian Mine
Action Center confirmed that it has received a request
from Ukraine for technical support and training
personnel to carry out safe demining operations and
to recover unexploded ordnance (UXO). [Khmer Times
2]

Furthermore, demining cooperation in the border area
of Cambodia and Thailand was discussed during a
meeting between Senior Minister and First Vice
President of the Mines Authority Ly Thuch and
Cherdkiat Athakor, Ambassador of Thailand to
Cambodia on September 13. [Khmer Times 3]

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
announces plans to ban rare earths
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exports

(ga) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim announced on
September 11 that Malaysia would develop a policy of
banning exports of rare earth minerals “to avoid
exploitation and loss of resources”. Anwar said, in
announcing the policy, that the ban would help to
develop Malaysia’s rare earths industry but did not
announce when the ban would begin.

Anwar said that Malaysia’s rare earths industry is
expected to contribute up to USD 2 billion to Malaysia's
economy in 2025.

Rare earth minerals are used in semiconductors,
electric vehicles, and military equipment. It is expected
that the ban is designed to create easier conditions for
a domestic Malaysian rare earths processing industry
to flourish, in order to then sell processed minerals
internationally.

Malaysia's supply of rare earth minerals is relatively
small, composed of approximately 30,000 metric tons
compared to China's 44 million metric tons of reserves.
That said, China imported 8% of its rare earth minerals
from Malaysia in the first seven months of this year.

The proposed ban would likely hurt both Australian
and Chinese companies operating in Malaysia which
make use of Malaysia's supply of rare earth minerals.
[Reuters] [The Diplomat]

Myanmar hosts 20th ASEAN Air Chiefs
Conference

(sk) On September 13, Myanmar hosted the 20th
ASEAN Air Chiefs Conference from which Singapore,
Malaysia, the Philippines and Indonesia stayed away.

Five air force commanders attended the annual event,
representing Brunei, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and
Vietnam.

The annual conference brings tother air force leaders
from the ASEAN member states to discuss cooperation
in defense, combating extremism and disaster relief.

The conference also featured the 10th ASEAN Air
Forces Education and Training-Working Group
Meeting, conducted virtually. [Myanmar Now][Eleven
Myanmar][Irrawaddy]
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Philippines: Foreign Affairs Secretary
Manalo leads Philippine delegation at
United Nations General Assembly

(Ib) Foreign Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo is leading
the Philippine delegation to the 78th session of the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) as President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. is skipping the gathering in New
York. The foreign ministry has not provided a reason
for Marcos' absence.

Manalo will also sign the "High Seas Treaty", a new
agreement under the 1982 UN Convention on the
conservation and sustainable use of marine biological
diversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction on
September 20.

It's worth noting that there's no update on whether
Manalo will address a Senate resolution urging the
UNGA to condemn China's actions in the West
Philippine Sea. [Philstar]

Various countries express interest in
carrying out joint patrols with Philippines,
Philippines Armed Forces says

(Ib) Several countries, including the United States,
Japan, Australia, Malaysia, France, India, Canada, and
Singapore, have expressed interest in conducting joint
patrols with the Philippines in the South China Sea,
according to Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)

This development comes as tensions rise due to
Chinese intrusions in the West Philippine Sea,
particularly at Ayungin Shoal, where Chinese vessels
have been blockading supply deliveries to a Philippine
military outpost.

These joint patrols are seen as a potential deterrent
against Chinese intimidation and harassment. [Manila
Times]

9th Global Conference of Young
Parliamentarians held in Vietham

(km/Im) The 9th Global Conference of Young
Parliamentarians took place in Hanoi, Vietnam, hosted
by Vietnam's National Assembly and the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU). It focused on the role of
youth in achieving Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) through digital innovation. Nearly 500 delegates
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from 70 IPU member parliaments and organizations
attended. [viethamnews.vn]

National Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh Hue
emphasized the importance of youth and called for
adherence to international law. IPU Chairman Hue
proposed a global network of young parliamentarians
dedicated to innovation, focusing on digital
transformation, climate change, and
entrepreneurship.

The 13th National Party Congress advocates for
Vietnam's foreign policy of independence, self-reliance,
peace, friendship, cooperation, and development. The
Vietnamese National Assembly promotes
parliamentary diplomacy to strengthen mutual trust
and create a peaceful environment. Vietnam's
diplomatic activities focus on sharing initiatives, law
building, economic recovery, and resolving regional
and international problems.

European Parliament expresses concern
over deteriorating human rights situation
in Bangladesh

(ps) The European Parliament has adopted a resolution
expressing serious concern about the deteriorating
human rights situation in Bangladesh. The resolution
urges the government in Dhaka to establish a secure
and supportive environment for NGOs, human rights
defenders, activists, and religious minorities.

The resolution addressed a range of human rights
issues in Bangladesh, including the imprisonment of
Odhikar leaders, the cybersecurity legislation, enforced
disappearances, and the killing of a trade unionist. It
calls upon the government to create a safe
atmosphere, repeal the Digital Security Act, and ensure
the conditions for free, fair, and participatory elections
in 2024. The resolution also calls for international
observers to have access to court hearings and for
support to be provided to local human rights
defenders, trade unionists, and journalists.

Furthermore, the resolution noted the ongoing
enhanced engagement process with Bangladesh,
prompted by the country's serious violations of
international conventions. It also raises questions
about whether preferences under the Everything But
Arms (EBA) scheme should be maintained.
Consequently, this development signifies the European
Union's commitment to addressing human rights
concerns and may have implications for Bangladesh's
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pursuit of GSP Plus status and its trade relations with
the EU. [Prothom Alo] [The Business Standard]

Bangladesh, Hungary sign deal on
economic, education, health cooperation

(ps) Bangladesh and Hungary signed an agreement
and two MoUs on the sidelines of the 78th United
Nations General Assembly in New York. The deals
cover economic cooperation, a scholarship program,
and health cooperation. The countries’ foreign
ministers discussed issues like food safety, climate
change, and ending global conflicts. They also hoped to
sign more agreements during the Hungarian prime
minister's visit to Bangladesh, focusing on tax,
investment protection, and water cooperation. [The
Daily Star]

Cambodia-China: Prime Minister Hun
Manet's state visit

(pm) Cambodia and China signed 15 new
memorandums of understanding in various sectors,
including the “Action Plan on Building a Cambodia-
China Community Destiny in the New Era 2024-2028",
during Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet's
meeting with Chinese Premier Li Qiang on September
15.

The meeting was part of Manet's visit to China from
September 14-17, the first trip abroad since assuming
power last month.

In a separate meeting between Manet and Chinese
President Xi Jinping, both leaders reaffirmed their
commitment to supporting each other on “national
sovereignty, security, and development.”

Xi reassured that China would help Cambodia “explore
development paths suited to national conditions,” and
vowed to offer more potential areas for economic
cooperation including industry and agriculture.

Manet, for his part, affirmed Cambodia’s adherence
Beijing's one-China policy, with Taiwan viewed as
inalienable part of China's territory and internal affair.
He added that his country was ready cooperate more
with China in sectors such as industry, agriculture and
investment as well as in the framework of the Belt and
Road Initiative. [Xinhua]
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China-US: Washington expects to host
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang this year

(ga/ic) The US Department of State said on September
11 that the US expects Secretary of State Antony
Blinken to host Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in
Washington before the end of the year. [US
Department of State 1]

It left open the possibility that Wang may not attend
the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) meeting
this week in New York City but outlined the expectation
that he will otherwise visit Washington before the end
of the year. [Reuters]

The expectation of Wang's visit to the US is being seen
as a potential precursor to Xi Jinping visiting San
Francisco for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
summit in November, where he would likely meet with
US President Joe Biden. [Yahoo! Finance]

China sent Vice President Han Zheng to the UNGA
meeting, sessions for which began on September 19,
instead of Wang Yi, raising questions that either Wang
or Xi will visit the US this year. Wang is instead in
Moscow, having arrived on September 18 to meet with
his Russian counterpart (see article in this edition).
[Reuters] [Yahoo! Finance]

The statement from the State Department comes as a
number of US officials have visited Beijing in recent
months, including Secretary Blinken, who met with
Wang's predecessor Qin Gang, Wang himself, and
Chinese President Xi Jinping in June. In contrast, no
senior Chinese officials have yet visited Washington
this year. [see AiR No. 25, June/2023, 3] [US
Department of State 2]

The US formally invited Wang to come to Washington
in August but he has not officially accepted that
invitation as of yet. [Al Jazeera]

Over September 16-17, though, Wang Yi traveled to
Malta to meet US National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan for discussions.

While they would discuss high-level communication in
an attempt to simmer tensions, in particular a line of
communication between their militaries, Wang noted
that Taiwan was indisputably a red line for US-China
relations. [CNN] [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China, in
Chinese]
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China-US: Two Congressional delegations
planning to visit Beijing this year

(ga) It was announced on September 12 that US
Democratic Senator Chuck Schumer, the Senate
majority leader, plans to co-lead, along with
Republican Senator Michael D. Crapo, a delegation of
Republican and Democratic senators to China, Japan,
and South Korea in October. [New York Times]
[Reuters]

US House of Representatives Democratic member Ro
Khanna also said on September 12 that he wants to
organize a similar trip to China for members of the
House soon. [Washington Post]

The delegations' visits are part of a stream of senior US
officials visiting China this year including Secretary of
State Blinken, Secretary of the Treasury Yellen,
Secretary of Commerce Raimondo, and climate envoy
John Kerry. No senior Chinese officials have yet visited
the US this year in spite of the flurry of US officials who
have visited Beijing. [New York Times] [Washington
Post]

Schumer has been a consistent voice criticizing China
in the US Senate. [New York Times]

Meanhwile, California Governor Gavin Newsom
announced on the same day that he will be going to
China in late October to discuss climate change.
Newsom emphasized the importance of maintaining
climate relations with China even in the face of
difficulties elsewhere in the US-China relationship.
Newsom said during the conference that he
coordinated with the Biden administration on planning
this trip. [KCRA] [Politico 1]

Newsom'’s trip, independent of the US federal
government, comes as the bilateral relationship
between the US and China is strained. When US Special
Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry went to
Beijing and met with his Chinese counterpart Xie
Zhenhua in July, there were no new agreements on
climate change [see AIR No. 30, July/2023, 4]. [Palitico
2]

The announcement comes two weeks after delegation
of Californian climate officials came back from a trip to
several Chinese provinces, where they focused on
increasing technical collaboration on pollution, electric
vehicles, and clean energy. This trip is likely to build on
those agreements on the national level with China.
[Politico 1]
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Newsom is continuing a long tradition of California
administrations engaging with China on climate issues,
as several of Newsom'’s predecessors, including Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Jerry Brown signed climate
pledges with China. In August, Newsom signed an
agreement with the Chinese province of Hainan to
phase out fossil fuel vehicles and to work on other
initiatives such as improving buildings’ energy
efficiency. While negotiating the deal with Hainan,
California was careful to avoid agreeing on technology
exchange or investment, as these issues are sensitive
nationally in the US. [Politico 1] [Palitico 2]

Newsom also approved the renewal of an agreement
in April of a partnership between California and the
Chinese Ministry of Ecology and Environment. [Palitico
11

China-US: Signs of brewing “tech war” and
intensifying cyber war

(ic) In a move viewed by analysts as a response in a
brewing “tech war” between China and the United
States, China claimed on September 14 that operatives
from the US National Security Agency (NSA) were
behind a recent cyberattack on Northwestern
Polytechnical University and had conducted the attack
through a program called “Second Date”. [Fortune]
[South China Morning Post 1]

China's National Computer Virus Emergency Response
Center claims to have extracted multiple samples of
the virus proving its origins. [CGTN]

This comes after the release on September 12 of the
US Department of Defense's 2023 Cyber Strategy,
which called China a “broad and pervasive cyber
espionage threat”. [South China Morning Post 2]

China-US: House Republicans call for
sanctions, criminal charges against
Huawei, SMIC

(ic) Republican legislators in the US called on
September 14 for increased sanctions to be laid on
Huawei and Semiconductor Manufacturing
International Corporation (SMIC), as well as for criminal
charges to be laid against their executives.

The letter requesting this action argued that the
Huawei Mate 60 Pro's usage of 7-nanometre chips
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suggested that the existing export controls had been
circumvented somehow [see AR No. 36,
September/2023, 1].

Republicans currently lead House committees on
China, energy and commerce, and defense. [Al Jazeera]

China-Russia: Chinese and Russian foreign
ministers hold talks

(ic) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited his
counterpart Sergei Lavrov in Moscow in a trip set to
last from September 18-21.

According to a press release from the Chinese Foreign
Ministry, both ministers discussed mutual supportin
development, calling for independent foreign policies
that strengthened multilateral frameworks.

Wang reaffirmed close ties between the two countries,
saying that “China and Russia, bear important
responsibilities for maintaining global strategic stability
and promoting world development and progress,” in
the face of a rise in “unilateral actions, hegemonism
and camp confrontation.” [Al Jazeera] [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, China, in Chinese]

Both foreign ministers also took note of a meeting
between Chinese Premier Xi Jinping and Russian
President Vladimir Putin in March, and analysts believe
this meeting also served to speak about preparation of
Putin’s trip to China for the upcoming Third Belt and
Road Forum in October. [Reuters]

China-Russia: Eastern Economic Forum in
Vladivostok

(ic) The Eastern Economic Forum (EEF), held in
Vladivostok, Russia between September 10-13, saw
many countries in attendance, notably China and
North Korea.

There, China and Russia announced the New Land
Grain Corridor, which would work to create a logistics
hub in Vladivostok where Russia borders China and
North Korea.

Analysts have noted that this shows Belt and Road
Initiative investments being directed increasingly
towards Russia. [South China Morning Post] [Silk Road
Briefing]
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China-EU: EU Commission announces
probe into Chinese electric vehicle
subsidies

(ga) On September 13 the European Commission (EC)
announced it was launching an investigation into
whether or not to impose tariffs on Chinese electric
vehicles (EVs), based on a claim that Chinese state
subsidies are causing Chinese EVs to have an unfair
competitive advantage.

EC President Ursula von der Leyen announced the
probe during her annual State of the Union Address,
saying that “Global markets are now flooded with
cheaper electric cars. And their price is kept artificially
low by huge state subsidies.”

The EC has 13 months to decide whether or not to
impose tariffs, which would cover EVs made in China
by both Chinese and non-Chinese brands, including
Tesla, Renault, and BMW. [European Commission]
[Reuters 1]

It is reported that the Chinese EV manufacturing sector
received USD 57 billion in subsidies from 2016 to 2022,
including through direct subsidies for consumers in
China and tax rebates. The EC investigation will look at
alleged subsidies including prices for raw materials,
loans, and land purchases. [Reuters 1]

The Chinese Chamber of Commerce to the European
Union (EU) highlighted its concern over the
investigation, saying that the competitive advantage
enjoyed by Chinese EVs is not due to subsidies, and
asked the EC to be objective in its assessment.
[Chinese Chamber of Commerce to the EU]

On the same day, China’s Ministry of Commerce also
expressed “high concern and strong dissatisfaction”
with the EC's investigation, claiming that the
investigation is aimed at protectionism of the EU's car
industry and warning that it would retaliate for any
actions taken by the EC in response to the
investigation. [Ministry of Commerce, China, in
Chinese] [CNN] [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Major Chinese EV brands such as BYD, Xpeng, and Nio
have been increasing their foreign sales, with exports
up 31 percent in August. The EC expects China’s share
of the EV market in Europe could reach 15 percent by
2025 and that prices are generally 20 percent lower
than EU-produced EVs.
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European EV makers have been under significant cost
pressure from both Chinese and American producers.
Since 2018 EU imports of Chinese cars have
quadrupled. The EU has a 10 perecent base tariff on
imported Chinese cars, whereas the US has a 27.5
percent tariff on imported Chinese cars. [Reuters 1]
[CNN]

Some analysts have argued that the Chinese EV price
advantage is due much more to Chinese production
efficiency than to subsidies, raising the question of
whether the EC probe will reach a similar conclusion.
Part of China’s advantage in producing lower-cost EVs
stems from its battery production industry, which is
ahead of similar European firms. [Forbes] [The
Guardian]

Some industry groups in Europe are nervous about the
EC's investigation, notably German manufacturers,
who have significant sales of their own in the Chinese
market. Both German and French government officials,
however, welcomed the probe. The French
government has been pushing the EC to launch an
investigation for months. [Forbes] [Reuters 1] [Reuters
2]

China and the EU are slated to meet for their annual
summit before the end of the year and EU trade chief
Valdis Dombrovskis will be traveling to China in late
September. [Reuters 2]

China-UK: British government under
pressure to confront Beijing following
spying scandal

(ga) In the wake of the recent arrest of two British men
for allegedly spying for China [see AiR No. 37,
September/2023, 2], UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s
government worked to portray both a hard line on
China and maintain a productive relationship. [BBC 1]

On September 10, British police confirmed that two
men were arrested under the UK's Official Secrets Act
in March under suspicion of spying for China. One of
the men was a parliamentary researcher who was
focused on international affairs, particularly China, and
had access to several Conservative parliamentarians,
the majority party in the UK Parliament, including
security minister Tom Tugendhat and foreign affairs
committee chairwoman Alicia Kearns [see AR No. 37,
September/2023, 2]. [BBC 2]

Since then, there has been a flurry of news revelations
and UK government reactions to the suspected spies.
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In response to a report released in July by Britain’s
Intelligence & Security Committee (ISC), alongside the
public announcement of the suspected spies’ arrest,
UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said on September 14
that he is “acutely aware of the particular threat to our
open and democratic way of life” that China poses to
the United Kingdom. [BBC 1]

The UK's Cabinet Office also released a direct response
to the ISC report’'s emphasis on China's influence on
the UK's politics and economy on September 14,
specifically highlighting what the Cabinet Office calls
China's “interference” in the UK. [UK Cabinet Office
Report]

The Cabinet Office response stated that “The
government recognises that Chinese recruitment
schemes have tried to headhunt British and allied
nationals in key positions with sensitive knowledge and
experience, including from government, military,
industry and wider society.” [UK Cabinet Office Report]

Sunak’s government has emphasized increased
attention to China by its intelligence organizations, as
well as efforts to prevent Chinese influence in its 5G
infrastructure network by banning Huawei. [BBC 1] [UK
Cabinet Office Report]

The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs called the
allegation that China spies on the UK “entirely
groundless,” and demanded the UK “to stop spreading
disinformation and stop political manipulation and
malicious slander against China.” [Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs]

Further adding to the tense atmosphere in London, the
UK's domestic intelligence agency, MI5, also revealed
on September 13 to have previously warned the British
Conservative Party that two of its mooted
parliamentary candidates in 2021 and 2022 were
potentially Chinese spies, after which the candidates
were removed from electoral contention. [NBC]
[Reuters]

Many parliamentarians in the Prime Minister’s
Conservative Party are calling for him to officially
designate China a ‘threat’ to the UK. Sunak has been
hesitant to do this, describing both a need for
competition and cooperation with China. [BBC 1]

This balancing act is demonstrated by the combination
of the Prime Minister's comments last week and the
recent August 30 trip of UK Foreign Secretary James
Cleverly to Beijing, where he highlighted a desire to
renew the China-UK working relationship [see AiR No.
36, September/2023, 1]
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Domestically, Sunak has been under pressure to take a
tougher stance on China from his own party as well as
the opposition Labour Party and its leader, Keir
Starmer, who have called for a reassessment of the
UK's relationship with China. [BBC 1]

The UK passed a new National Security Act in July
which aims to introduce new penalties for involvement
with foreign intelligence services and foreign
‘interference’. [BBC 1]

China-Germany: Foreign Minister
Baerbock calls Xi Jinping “Dictator”

(ic) In an appearance on US news programme Fox
News on September 14 articulating Germany's role in
the Russian war on Ukraine, Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock referred to Xi Jinping as a “dictator”. [Fox
News]

China condemned Baerbock’s statement and
summoned German Ambassador to China Patricia Flor
on September 17.

This is the third time that China has summoned
Germany's ambassador in such a fashion, with the
previous two being in response to a German education
minister’s visit to Taiwan as well as a G7 statement on
Taiwan when Germany chaired the group in 2022.
[NDTV] [Politico]

Minister Baerbock has been outspoken on her stance
regarding Germany relations with China. In August,
Baerbock stated that China challenged the
"fundamentals of how we live together in this world."
[Reuters]

China-Venezuela: Relationship upgraded
to ‘all-weather partnership’ during
Maduro visit

(ga) On September 13, China and Venezuela
announced that their bilateral relationship was being
upgraded to an all-weather partnership, a distinct label
which signals a very close relationship between the
two countries.

The announcement was made during Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro's visit to Beijing from
September 8 to 14 [AIR No. 37, September/2023, 2].
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On his trip to Beijing, Maduro met with Chinese
President Xi Jinping and the two signed a number of
agreements on Belt and Road projects, as well as
economic, trade, and education cooperation.
Venezuela and China also signed agreements during
the visit on science and technology, civil aviation, and
aerospace. [Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China
11 [ABC] [Reuters 1]

This trip marked Maduro's first to Beijing in five years
and comes among energy and debt repayment talks
between the two countries. China is Venezuela's
largest creditor, holding about USD 10 billion in debt;
Venezuela has abundant oil resources which it uses to
help service that debt. [Reuters 1]

China is the world's largest oil importer and Venezuela
has the world's largest proven oil reserves, creating
complementary economic needs. Venezuela has been
under substantial sanctions from the US, but China has
been unofficially buying their oil through
intermediaries, totaling roughly 110 million barrels in
2022. China has developed Venezuelan oil assets
through financing from Chinese state-owned banks,
creating deals whereby loans are repaid by oil exports.
Fluctuations in international oil prices have caused
Venezuela to miss payments several times on its debts
but has been given grace periods by China. [Reuters 2]

During Maduro's visit Venezuela has also joined China's
International Lunar Research Station project, which
aims to study the moon. Maduro claimed that the two
countries’ partnership on the project would lead to the
first Venezuelan to set foot on the moon. The two
countries also agreed to increase cooperation in
spaceflight and to increase exchanges on legislation
and governance. [Washington Post]

According to the Chinese foreign ministry, Venezuela
is, furthermore, looking for China's endorsement to
join the BRICS grouping and to support its goals,
joining institutions and initiatives set up by BRICS to
undermine the dominant position of the US dollar as
the world's reserve currency. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China 2, in Chinese]

China-Afghanistan: Zhao Xing appointed
new ambassador

(ga) On September 13 China officially named its new
ambassador to Afghanistan, Zhao Xing, making China
the first country to do so following the takeover of
Afghanistan by the Taliban in August 2021. Zhao
presented diplomatic credentials in a ceremony with
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acting Afghan Prime Minister Mohammad Hassan
Akhund and acting Afghan Foreign Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi in Kabul. [Chinese Embassy in Afghanistan]

Zhao is replacing Wang Yu, who had been ambassador
to Afghanistan since 2019. [BBC]

Beijing, like the rest of the international community,
has not formally recognized the Taliban regime in
Kabul but the Chinese foreign ministry insisted that
“China’s policy towards Afghanistan is clear and
consistent”.

Afghanistan is geographically and economically
significant to China’s Belt and Road Initiative, a key
transit point for goods going west from China and full
of natural resources such as copper, lithium, and gold.
Representatives from the Taliban will attend the Belt
and Road Initiative conference in October.

In addition, Afghanistan is an important actor for
Beijing to keep stable and onside because Afghan
tribal groups have been known to target China in the
past, particularly China’s treatment of the Muslim
Uyghur minority population in Xinjiang.

In May of this year, then-Chinese Foreign Minister Qin
Gang and his Afghan and Pakistani counterparts met in
Islamabad where they agreed to strengthen security
and counterterrorism efforts, as well as to participate
in China's Belt and Road Initiative [see AR No. 19,
May/2023, 2]. [BBC] [Reuters] [CNN]

China-Vatican: Papal envoy visits Beijing,
discusses Ukraine war

(ga) Vatican envoy Cardinal Matteo Zuppi visited China
from September 13 to 15, holding talks on the
resolution of the Russian war against Ukraine.

Zuppi met with Li Hui, China’s Special Envoy for
Eurasian Affairs, in an “open and cordial atmosphere”
on September 14, where they discussed the war in
Ukraine, jointly emphasized a need to work together to
find a peaceful solution to the conflict, and talked
about the need to guarantee grain exports from
Ukraine could continue. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]
[Vatican News 1] [Vatican News 2] [Xinhua]

Zuppi's visit to China marked the fourth in a series of
diplomatic efforts by the Vatican on ending the war,
with Zuppi visiting Kyiv and Moscow in June and
Washington, D.C. in July of this year. [Reuters 1]
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The Chinese foreign ministry said about Zuppi's visit
that on the “Ukraine issue,” China was ready to work
with all sides and continue to play a constructive role
in deescalating the situation”. China has not
condemned Russia’s invasion of Ukraine but has
publicly called for both sides to come to a negotiated
settlement. [Reuters 1]

Having Zuppi visit China is especially significant given
that the Vatican and China do not have formal
diplomatic ties, whereas the Vatican does have formal
diplomatic relations with Taiwan. [Reuters 1]

India, Russia discuss utilization of North
Sea Route, Eastern Maritime Corridor to
unlock trade potential

(hp/Im) On September 14, India's Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways and the Minister of the
Russian Federation for the Development of the Far
East and the Arctic met to discuss the potential
utilization of new maritime routes, including the
Northern Sea Route and the Eastern Maritime Corridor
connecting Vladivostok and Chennai, to enhance their
maritime cooperation. Additionally, both countries
have agreed to provide training to Indian seafarers for
Polar and Arctic waters at the Russian Maritime
Training Institute. [Mint] [Moneycontrol]

The Eastern Maritime Corridor (EMC) is a proposed sea
route linking the ports of Chennai and Vladivostok,
with Vladivostok being a significant port on Russia's
Pacific coast. This corridor covers a distance of
approximately 5,600 nautical miles and is aimed at
facilitating the swift transportation of coking coal,
providing India with a presence in the South China Sea.

On the other hand, the Northern Sea Route (NSR)
along Russia's northern coastline is the shortest route
between East Asia and Europe, covering 13,000
kilometers compared to the Suez Canal's 21,000
kilometers. Indian involvement in cargo traffic along
the NSR, particularly from the port of Murmansk, has
been on the rise, with India handling 35 percent of the
cargo in the first seven months of 2023. This route
offers opportunities for transporting commodities such
as coking coal, oil, liquefied natural gas (LNG), and
fertilizers.

Row over assassination of Sikh activists
send India-Canada relations plunging
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(hp/Im) Canada's accusation that India may have been
involved in the assassination of Sikh activist Hardeep
Singh Nijjar on Canadian soil has led to a deep
diplomatic dispute between the two countries.

Nijjar was a prominent Sikh leader in Canada and a
supporter of the Khalistan movement, which is
outlawed in India. His death both shocked and
outraged the Sikh community in Canada, one of the
largest outside of India and home to more than
770,000 members of the religious minority.

On September 18, Canada expelled an Indian
diplomat, who was described as the head of India's
intelligence agency in Canada, after Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau announced an investigation into
"credible allegations" linking India to Nijjar's killing. In
response, India on the following day expelled a senior
Canadian diplomat based in India, citing concerns
about Canadian diplomats' involvement in "anti-India
activities." [CNN] [South China Morning Post 2]

Furthermore, Canada decided to postpone a trade
mission to India scheduled for early October, with no
specified future date. While no explanation was given
for the trade mission's postponement, it had been
planned to focus on sectors such as automobiles,
agriculture, and information technology in Mumbai.
Additionally, formal talks on signing an early progress
trade agreement between Canada and India have been
paused. [South China Morning Post 1]

The issue of activism within Canada'’s large Sikh
diaspora has long been one of the sources of tension:
Both developments come after a contentious meeting
between Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau and Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the recent
Group of Twenty 20 summit in New Delhi. Modi's office
publicly criticized Trudeau for allegedly tolerating "anti-
India activities of extremist elements in Canada," while
Trudeau raised concerns about foreign interference in
Canadian politics [see AIR No. 37, September/2023, 2].

In wake of latest OHCHR report, India
urges Sri Lanka to fulfill its promises

(hp) India has called upon Sri Lanka to take meaningful
steps to safeguard the fundamental rights of all its
citizens, including the Tamil community, in response to
the report by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on
“Promoting reconciliation, accountability, and human
rights in Sri Lanka” presented at the 54th Session of
the Human Rights Council. [The Print] [Ada Derana]
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India's Permanent Representative to the United
Nations in Geneva emphasized the hope that Sri
Lanka's government would address the Tamils'
aspirations for equality, justice, and peace. India also
urged Sri Lanka to fulfill its commitment to implement
the 13th Amendment and hold Provincial Council
Elections, ensuring respect and dignity for the Tamil
population. The 13th Amendment, stemming from the
India-Sri Lanka agreement of 1987, has been a
longstanding demand of the Tamil minority, with
elections for nine provinces delayed since 2018 due to
the proposed amendment.

India, Saudi Arabia announce agreement
to expand economic, security ties

(hp) India and Saudi Arabia have agreed to enhance
their trade and security relations, following the
announcement of a significant railways and port
corridor deal connecting India, the Middle East, and
Europe at the recent Group of Twenty (G20) summit.
[The Times of Israel] [Associated Press]

The G20 summit saw India, Saudi Arabia, the United
States, the European Union, and other nations
announcing an ambitious rail and shipping corridor
project to link India with the Middle East and Europe,
aiming to bolster economic growth and political
cooperation. The initiative aims to integrate India's vast
market with countries to the west, counter Chinese
infrastructure spending, boost Middle Eastern
economies, and normalize relations between Israel
and Gulf Arab states, including Saudi Arabia. [AiR No.
37, September/2023, 2]

Against this backdrop, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman convened in New Delhi to chair a meeting of
the India-Saudi Arabia Strategic Partnership Council.
Established in 2019, this council acts as a pivotal
platform for both nations to strengthen their bilateral
relations. Their discussions encompassed various
topics, including energy security, trade, investment,
defense, healthcare, and food security. Furthermore,
efforts to accelerate Saudi Arabia's plans to invest 100
billion USD in India, including a massive refinery
project, were expedited. [Hindustan Times]

In New Delhi's Indo-Saudi Investment Forum, held
alongside Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman's visit for the G20 summit, India and Saudi
Arabia signed 47 agreements in sectors such as IT,
entrepreneurship, chemicals, energy, and advanced
manufacturing to boost their economic relations.
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Additionally, the agreements covered digitalization,
collaborative efforts against corruption, mutual
support between banks, and electronic manufacturing.
[Press Information Bureau] [Arab News]

India to become hub for United States
naval ship maintenance per new
agreement

(If) India is set to become a regional hub for the ship
maintenance services of the U.S. Navy within the
Indian Ocean, as per a new agreement announced on
the sidelines of the G20 meeting in New Delhi. This
development comes after the signing of a Master Ship
Repair Agreement between the U.S. Navy and Mazgaon
Dock Shipbuilders, Ltd in August, the second such
agreement this year, with the first one made with
Larsen & Toubro (L&T) in June. [USNI News]

These agreements are part of a broader effort by the
U.S. Navy to establish maintenance and repair facilities
for forward-based assets in the Indo-Pacific, as existing
facilities are within reach of Chinese forces.
Discussions about using Indian shipyards for this
purpose began last year, and the initiative has gained
momentum with U.S. vessels docking for maintenance
and repairs in Indian shipyards.

Indonesia-UK: Jakarta to buy British
submarine rescue vessel

(dql) Indonesia’s Ministry of Defence has signed a USD
100 million with UK company Submarine
Manufacturing and Products (SMP) for the purchase a
submarine rescue vessel for the Indonesian Navy.

The deal was announced on September 12 during the
Defence and Security Equipment International (DSEI)
expo in London.

It comes in response to domestic criticism of
Indonesia’s outdated and inadequate military
equipment. In 2021, 53 crew members died when
their submarine sank during a torpedo drill in the Bali
Sea and a rescue vessel was lacking. [Naval
Technology]

Indonesia-Australia: Strengthening anti-
terrorism cooperation
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(dqgl) Indonesia's National Counter-Terrorism Agency
(BNPT) and Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade (DFAT) held bilateral talks to discuss ways to
strengthen anti-terrorism cooperation.

Part of the implementation of a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) between the two governments
on countermeasures for terrorism and violence-based
extremism, the meeting discussed the assessment of
terror threats and priorities for the future handling of
terrorism in the future.

It focused on the threat of online radicalization
targeting young people, terror groups, and terror
financing. [Antara]

Indonesia-New Zealand: New Zealand
captive in good health, Papua Police Chief
says

(dgl) According to Papua Police Chief Inspector General
Mathius Fakhiri, Susi Air's pilot Phillip Mehrtens, who
has been held captive by an armed group belonging to
the West Papua National Liberation Army since
February, is in good health.

The New Zealand national was held captive shortly
after members of the armed group members set his
aircraft on fire in Nduga District on February 7.

Fakhiri noted that the Indonesian authorities continue
their release efforts, adding talks still continue to
prevent various parties from falling victims to violence
and urging Egianus Kogoya, the leader of the armed
group, to immediately release Mehrtens.

Indonesia's Foreign Ministry and the New Zealand
Government also continue to communicate on efforts
to free Mehrtens. [Tempo.co]

Indonesia-Uzbekistan: MoU on
cooperation on vegetable oil production
and processing signed

(dqgl) The Indonesian Palm Oil Association (GAPKI)
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
the Uzbekistan Fats & Oils Association on September
14, under which cooperation will be established in the
field of expertise exchange in vegetable oil production
and processing.
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The world's largest producer of palm oil, with about 50
million tons produced annually, Indonesia exports 30
million tons to more than 150 countries, including to
Central Asia, where they are used in various industries
and products.

Uzbekistan, meanwhile, is a leading producer and user
of vegetable oils in Central Asia, with the potential to
become a regional vegetable oil production and
management center. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Indonesia]

Japan and Brazil foreign ministers meet

(ed) Japan'’s recently appointed Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa (see article in this edition) met with her
Brazilian counterpart Mauro Vieira on 18 September to
discuss global issues and the environment.

The two ministers agreed to strengthen cooperation
between Japan and Brazil ahead of the G20 summit
which will be held in Rio de Janeiro next year. This
includes cooperation in the decarbonization and
energy sectors, particularly in hydrogen and biofuels.

The ministers also emphasized upholding the free and
open international order and discussed the way to
achieve peace in the Ukraine conflict.

While Japan has consistently supported Ukraine and
condemned Russia’s invasion, Brazilian President Lula
has made comments emphasizing his country’s
neutrality in the war, and that Ukraine shares in the
blame for the invasion. The foreign ministers also
discussed the reform of the UN Security Council, which
Lula has criticized as outdated and ineffective.
[Bloomberg]

The Brazilian foreign minister also expressed support
of Japan's release of Fukushima’s nuclear wastewater
into the Pacific Ocean. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan]

Japan-China: Chinese survey ship sails
through Japanese waters

(ed) On September 15, a Chinese Navy survey ship was
confirmed as sailing through Japanese territorial

waters, marking the 12t instance in which a Chinese
navy vessel has intruded into Japanese waters, the last
incursion being in June 2023. The ship sailed
westwards through the waters near Kuchinoshima
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Island in Japan’s Nansei Islands chain. The Japanese
government filed a protest with China due to the
repeated intrusion into its territorial waters. [Japan
Ministry of Defense/Self-Defense Forces, X] [Nippon]

Lao PDR-China: Prime Minister
Siphandone rejects debt trap narrative

(ws) During his recent visit to Nanning Province of
China, Prime Minister Sonexay Siphandone gave an
interview to CGTN, a state-affiliated English news
channel. The conversation revolved around Laos-China
relations and the issue of Laos' mounting foreign debt.

Prime Minister Sonexay shared insights into the future
development of both nations, underscoring the
enduring friendly cooperation between the two
countries.

On the subject of Laos' debt situation with China, the
Prime Minister emphasized the importance of
considering the broader context since Laos carries
debts from not only China but also other international
financial institutions. [Laotian Times]

Malaysia to double exports of palm oil to
China

(dgl) Malaysia has announced plans to double palm oil
exports to China to half a million tons per year
annually.

The announcement was made on September 17 at the
20th China-ASEAN Expo in the southern Chinese city of
Nanning where a USD 530 million memorandum of
understanding (MoU) between Malaysia's state-owned
Sime Darby Oils International and GuangXi Beibu Gulf
International Port Group was signed.

Under MoU under which a trading and distribution
center for refined palm oil in the Chinese city of
Qinzhou will be built. The facility is expected to have an
annual transaction volume of 500,000 tons to meet
growing demand across the country.

This comes at a time when the Malaysia moves against
European Union deforestation regulations that bar
companies from selling or exporting certain
commodities within the European bloc - including
palm oil, soy, coffee, cacao and rubber - that were
grown on land deforested after 2020.
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Malaysia considers those regulations as discriminatory,
while environmentalists have criticized the palm oil
sector arguing that vast plantations aggravate
deforestation and threaten wildlife habitats.

At the Expo China is one of the largest importers of
Malaysian palm oil, alongside India, Turkey, Kenya and
Japan. [Nikkei Asia]

Malaysian company Bumi Armada
announces Indonesian LNG development
deal

(ga) Malaysian company Bumi Armada announced on
September 13 that it had signed a deal with Indonesian
energy company Pertamina and natural gas trading
company PT Davenergy Mulia Perkasa to develop
liquified natural gas fields in Indonesia.

The deal entails a joint venture to develop and operate
a facility for processing and storing liquified natural
gas, with expectations that shipments should begin in
three years. [Reuters]

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar seeks
updated 1MDB settlement

(ga) On September 13, Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim announced his intention to get an updated
settlement from investment bank Goldman Sachs in
relation to the 1Malaysia Development Berhad (1MDB)
sovereign wealth fund scandal, where billions of
dollars were embezzled from a Malaysian state fund by
a Malaysian financier, allegedly with the help of
bankers from Goldman Sachs. [Barron's] [CNBC]

Goldman Sachs and Malaysia made a deal under
Anwar’s predecessor in 2020, in which Goldman Sachs
paid Malaysia USD 3.9 billion for its involvement in
exchange for an end to criminal liability for the bank.
Anwar, in his statement on the issue, claimed that the
settlement was unfair. [Barron's] [CNBC] [Reuters]

Goldman Sachs denies wrongdoing in the TMDB
scandal but has been scrutinized for its involvement in
issuing USD 6.5 billion worth of bonds for the TMDB
fund, much of which were subsequently embezzled.
[Reuters]

In August, Anwar mentioned the possibility of a lawsuit
against Goldman Sachs to recover money from the
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1MDB scandal in an interview with CNBC but hasn't
made public mention of a lawsuit since. [CNBC]

Mongolia-US: Open Skies Agreement
approved by Mongolian Cabinet

(dgl) The Mongolian Cabinet has approved the Open
Skies Agreement between Mongolia and the US, under
which both sides seek to expand air transport
relations, increase flight routes and frequencies in a
short period of time.

The agreement was signed when Prime Minister of
Mongolia Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai visited the US
in August [see AIR No. 32, August/2023, 2].
[Montsame]

Mongolia-Australia: Foreign minister
agree to elevate relations

(dgl) Mongolian Foreign Minister Battsetseg Batmunkh
met with her Australian counterpart Penny Wong on
September 13 for bilateral talks. The meeting was part
of Batmunkh's visit to Australia last week.

Welcoming the expansion and development of
cooperation since the relations between the two
countries were established more than 50 years ago,
the ministers agreed on the importance of elevating
bilateral relations to the level of a comprehensive
partnership, along with increasing the frequency of
high- and senior-level visits and political dialogue
between the two countries.

Batmunkh's visit to Australia also saw the signing of a
Memorandum of Cooperation between Mongolia's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) and the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) of Australia that
aims to enhance mutual consultations on international
and regional issues, exchange and involvement of
diplomats from Mongolia and Australia in training, as
well as expanding cooperation between the MoFA and
the DFAT. [Aki Press]

Mongolia-Cuba: Presidents discuss
expansion of cooperation

(dgl) Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa and his
Cuban counterpart Miguel Mario Diaz-Canel y
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Bermudez met for bilateral talks on September 15 in
Havanna.

The meeting was part of Ukhnaa's visit to Cuba to
attend the Summit on Science, Technology, and
Innovation of the Group of 77.

The two presidents explored ways to expand relations
and cooperation between their countries. Areas
touched upon during the discussion included health,
biotechnology, culture, education, agriculture,
production of biological and natural products, as well
as sports and student exchange. [Montsame]

Myanmar-North Korea: Diplomatic ties
restored

(wn) On September 11th, the Myanmar military council
announced that the country's ambassador to China
would also serve as the ambassador to North Korea,
effectively restoring diplomatic ties between the two
countries.

First established in 1975, the diplomatic relations
between the Myanmar and North Korea were
suspended by Myanmar following an assassination
attempt by North Korean agents on then South Korean
President Chun Doo-hwan during his official visit to
Yangon in October 1983. [RFA Burmese] [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar-China: Joint arrest of nearly
1,500 online fraudsters

(wn) China Daily reported that 109 Chinese nationals
were arrested for running an online fraud gang based
in Myanmar on September 18.

China's Ministry of Public Security announced the
arrest of 1,482 people for fraud, in cooperation with
Myanmar. In the past two years, money laundering
gangs have moved to northern Myanmar, near China-
Yunnan Province, due to the crackdown in other
ASEAN countries.

People who have escaped from these money
laundering gangs told RFA that Burmese people are
being coerced and involved in human trafficking.

There are several areas in Myanmar that are controlled
by various ethnic armed groups and border guards.
The Shwekukko area, located on the Myanmar-
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Thailand border, is controlled by the Military Council's
Chin Shwe Ha.

Meanwhile, the Kokang Region and Pan San in the
Laukkai area of the Burma-China border are controlled
by UWSA. Unfortunately, there are online money fraud
gangs led by Chinese nationals who are active in the
Wenkong areas. [China Daily] [RFA Burmese]

North Korea-Russia: Kim Jong Un
concludes visit, raising concerns over
military cooperation

(tms) North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has wrapped
up his week-long visit to Russia. This rare international
trip included talks with Russian President Vladimir
Putin aimed at enhancing military and other forms of
cooperation between the two nations.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov expressed
Moscow's desire for "equal and fair cooperation" with
North Korea, prompting concerns from the US and its
allies due to warming military ties amid Russia's
Ukraine invasion and North Korea's missile and
nuclear development.

Russia has openly publicized Kim's visit and hinted at
potential military cooperation with North Korea,
rooted in a historical connection dating to North
Korea's founding in 1948, supported by the Soviet
Union.

During his visit, Kim held discussions with Russian
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, who showcased
Russian nuclear-capable strategic bombers, hypersonic
missiles, and warships to the North Korean leader.

Putin and Kim held lengthy discussions with their
ministers and then had a one-on-one conversation
where they talked about global issues and potential
areas of collaboration. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2]

Russia is also considering joint military exercises with
North Korea, a significant step in their deepening ties.
Kim previously toured a weapons exhibition with
Shoigu during the Russian defense minister's visit to

Pyongyang in July.

Kim also toured Russia's Pacific Sea Fleet, including
strategic nuclear submarines and military vessels,
commending their role in regional peace. [KCNA]
[Reuters 3] [Reuters 4] [Reuters 5]
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Notably, North Korea recently launched its first
operational "tactical nuclear attack submarine."

Pakistani caretaker Prime Minister urges
increased collaboration with Afghan
Taliban

(tj/kr) Pakistan's caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar has sent a letter to Afghan Taliban
counterpart, Mullah Hasan Akhund, emphasizing the
need to jointly address security and economic
challenges in both countries. [Voice of America]

His Kakar's letter comes amid persistent tension over
Islamabad's complaints that Kabul is not doing enough
to prevent cross-border terrorist attacks being planned
on Afghan soil. Pakistan has experienced a surge in
militant violence since the Taliban's takeover in
Afghanistan two years ago, with Islamabad expressing
concerns about cross-border attacks planned on
Afghan soil. Pakistan has shared a list of suspected
Afghan Taliban fighters involved in cross-border
attacks with the Afghan government.

Officials in Islamabad say that the Taliban takeover
encouraged fugitive leaders and fighters of the banned
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, or TTP, to move to the
Afghan side of the border and plot increasingly deadly
attacks with greater operational freedom against
Pakistani security forces. Northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and southwestern Baluchistan provinces
bordering Afghanistan bear the brunt of the violence.

Tensions persist, and Kakar has not ruled out the
possibility of cross-border military action or drone
strikes against suspected militant bases in Afghanistan.
Meanwhile, the Afghan Taliban authorities deny
allegations of using Afghan soil to threaten other
countries, including Pakistan.

In response to security concerns, Pakistan temporarily
closed the Torkham border crossing earlier this month
due to an exchange of fire between the security forces
of both countries. The closure followed accusations by
Pakistan that Afghanistan was constructing "unlawful
structures" near the crossing and that Afghan forces
had engaged in unprovoked and indiscriminate firing.
Afghanistan denied the allegations, stating that it was
only repairing an old security post when Pakistani
security forces opened fire [see AR No. 37,
September/2023, 2]. The border crossing was
reopened on September 15. [Al Jazeera]
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Pakistan’s army chief meets Turkiye’'s
civil, military leaders to discuss defense
collaboration

(kr/Im) Pakistan’s Army Chief General Syed Asim Munir
visited Turkiye to meet with President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and the country's military leadership, aiming
to enhance defense collaboration and training
cooperation, thereby fortifying the diplomatic and
military bonds between the two nations. [Arab News]

The Turkish leadership expressed gratitude for the
support provided by Pakistan Army engineers during
the recent earthquake. Additionally, in
acknowledgment of his role in advancing defense
relations between the two countries, General Munir
was honored with the 'Legion of Merit' award.

Pakistan rejects report on arms sales to
Ukraine to secure IMF bailout

(tj) The Foreign Office (FO) of Pakistan on September
18 sternly rejected a report that claimed Pakistan sold
arms and ammunition to Ukraine to secure a crucial
bailout package from the International Monetary Fund
(IMF).

The IMF executive board approved a USD 3 billion
bailout program for Pakistan in July of this year, with
the arrangement coming during a challenging
economic juncture for the Pakistani government.

A report from The Intercept on September 17 alleged
that secret Pakistani arms sales were made to facilitate
a controversial bailout from the IMF. The report added
that the arms sales were made for the purpose of
supplying the Ukrainian military, marking Pakistani
involvement in a conflict it had faced US pressure to
take sides on.

The FO Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch rejected
the report as baseless and fabricated. She added that
the IMF Standby Arrangement for Pakistan was
successfully negotiated between Pakistan and the IMF
to implement difficult but essential economic reforms.
To give any other color to these negotiations is
disingenuous.

Baloch said that Pakistan maintains a policy of strict
neutrality in the conflict between Ukraine and Russia
and did not provide them with any arms or
ammunition in that context.
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During the visit to Pakistan in July, Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba rejected reports that Pakistan
was supplying arms to Ukraine to support its military
during the ongoing conflict with Russia. He had
clarified that the two nations had no deals for the
supply of arms and ammunition. [Dawn]

US considering seeking access to more
Philippine bases, admiral says

(Ib) The U.S. military may gain access to more bases in
the Philippines under an expanded joint defense
agreement, as discussed by U.S. Admiral John Aquilino
and the Philippines' military chief, Lieutenant General
Romeo Brawner.

This prospect follows China's previous accusations that
the Philippines was enhancing U.S. military access,
which led to the approval of four additional sites near
potential flashpoints for China.

The move has raised concerns in China, but the U.S.
aims to strengthen its alliance with the Philippines and
improve defense capabilities.

Brawner emphasized that the 2014 Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) between the US and
the Philippines focuses on training exercises,
humanitarian response, and disaster relief, unrelated
to regional security threats.

Both countries are also working on an agreement to
enhance intelligence sharing. [Reuters]

Philippines-China: Chinese boats renew
swarming in West Philippine Sea

(Ib) The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) Western
Command (Wescom) has reported the presence of
close to 30 Chinese fishing vessels (CFVs) at various
locations in the West Philippine Sea (WPS).

Aerial patrols conducted on September 6 and 7
revealed 23 CFVs at Rozul (Iroquois) Reef, five at
Escoda (Sabina) Shoal, and two at Baragatan (Nares)
Bank, raising concerns about maritime security,
fisheries conservation, territorial integrity, and
environmental preservation.

Wescom noted that previous swarming incidents in the
area were linked to massive coral harvesting, causing
environmental damage.
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The Philippines has expressed concerns about
repeated violations of its sovereign rights and
jurisdiction in the region.

Political analysts suggest that China's increased
presence may be a response to the Philippines'
decision to allow the US to station troops and
equipment in the country under the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) (see article above).
[Manila Times]

Philippines-China: Senate panel to craft
map in response to China’s 10-dash line

(LB) The Philippine Senate's special panel on maritime
and admiralty zones aims to create a Philippine map to
counter China's 10-dash line claims in the South China
Sea.

The panel, led by Senator Francis Tolentino, will hold
its first hearing to discuss the establishment of
maritime zones. They have also invited resource
persons from Beijing University to understand China's
perspective on their territorial claims.

This initiative comes in response to China's territorial
claims, including the West Philippine Sea, which is
within the Philippines' exclusive economic zone.

China's recently released map asserts its territory
through a 10-dash line, covering nearly the entire
South China Sea and extending into Taiwan and India's
northeastern state of Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai
Chin region. [Inquirer]

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. confident
about expansion of Philippines-Singapore
partnerships

(Ib) President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. of the Philippines
expressed confidence in the strong bilateral ties
between the Philippines and Singapore, predicting that
the two nations would continue to develop
partnerships.

He highlighted the growth in the Philippines' exports to
Singapore, which increased by 16.98 percent to USD
4.91 billion in 2022. Marcos emphasized that the
Philippines and Singapore have a bright future
together, with opportunities for collaboration and
economic growth.
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He also underscored the longstanding diplomatic and
political harmony between the two nations and
Singapore's role as a significant source of foreign
investment in the Philippines.

Marcos made these statement in a roundtable
discussion with Singaporean business leaders in
Singapore.

The roundtable was part of his four-day visit to
Singapore last week, aimed to position the Philippines
as an attractive investment destination, particularly in
the renewable energy sector, and strengthen
economic ties between the two countries.

While in Singapore, Marcos attended 10th Asian
Conference, addressed the Milken Institute’s Asia
Summit, and visited Filipino workers in the city-state.
He met Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at the Formula
One Race at the past weekend. [Philippine News
Agency]

South Korea-Japan: Three more releases
of contaminated Fukushima water
planned

(tms) The South Korean government has announced
that Japan intends to release additional contaminated
water from the Fukushima nuclear power plant on
three separate occasions by the end of March.

This plan will proceed as scheduled, according to Park
Ku-yeon, the first deputy chief of the Office for
Government Policy Coordination, who cited
information from Tokyo Electric Power Co., the plant's
operator.

Since the controversial release of treated but still
contaminated wastewater began on August 24, the
operator has already discharged 780 liters.

The Japanese government has reported that no
technical problems have arisen during this release, and
no abnormalities have been detected in terms of the
concentration levels of tritium, a radioactive hydrogen
isotope that can persist in water even after treatment
through a specialized purification system called ALPS
[see AIR No. 35, August/2023, 5]. [Yonhap]

Meanwhile, South Korean Vice Oceans Minister Park
Sung-hoon stated that they have not received any
requests from Tokyo to expand imports of Japanese
seafood and intend to uphold the existing import ban.
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This statement comes in response to a news report
suggesting that Japan, through its state-backed Japan
External Trade Organization, aimed to boost seafood
exports to South Korea as part of its efforts to
strengthen its seafood industry.

Park affirmed that the import ban on seafood
originating from eight prefectures near Fukushima
would remain in place without exceptions.

The media report coincides with Japan's recent efforts
to explore new trade routes for its seafood, following
China's comprehensive ban on Japanese seafood
imports.

Additionally, South Korean officials revealed that the
International Atomic Energy Agency had rejected their
request to station South Korean experts at its regional
office in Fukushima [see AIR No. 29, July/2023, 3].
[Yonhap]

South Korea-US: State Department
approves F-35 fighter jets sale to Seoul

(dqgl) The possible sale of 25 additional F-35 Joint Strike
Fighters for estimated USD 5.06 billion to South Korea
has been approved by the US State Department on
September 13.

The approval comes as Seoul has a standing order for
40 F-35A conventional take-off and landing models, in
the framework for which the first jets were delivered in
2019. The latest purchase would increase its fifth-
generation fighter fleet by over 50 percent. [Breaking
Defense]

It also comes on the heels of a major trilateral meeting
between US President Joe Biden, Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida and South Korean President
Yoon Suk-yeol at Camp David in August, the first
standalone meeting between the three nations, widely
seen as marking a new chapter in trilateral
cooperation, as the three countries established an
institutional basis to cement trilateral cooperation [see
No. 34, August/2023, 4].

In its post, announcing the approval, the Defense
Security Cooperation Agency emphasized that “the
proposed sale will improve the Republic of Korea's
capability to meet current and future threats by
providing credible defense capability to deter
aggression in the region and ensure interoperability
with U.S. forces.” [Defense Security Cooperation
Agency]
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Similarly, the 4th annual US-South Korean high-level
Extended Deterrence Strategy and Consultation Group
meeting at the Vice Minister/Under Secretary level,
held on September 15, reaffirmed that both sides will
continue to work together to “facilitate a strategic
whole-of-government approach to strengthen U.S. and
ROK extended deterrence cooperation and thus to
enhance security on the Korean Peninsula and
promote regional peace and stability.” [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, South Koreal]

South Korea-lran: Frozen Iranian funds
released

(dgl) South Korea has transferred to Qatar Iranian
funds of USD 6 billion in oil revenue that have been
frozen in South Korean banks since 2019 following US
sanctions against Tehran imposed after the Trump
administration dropped out of the 2015 nuclear deal
with Iran and increased pressure to block hard
currency from flowing to the Middle Eastern country.

The move is part of an agreement between the US and
Iran to swap prisoners, with both sides releasing five of
each other's detainees.

According to the US, the released money will be
exclusively used for humanitarian purposes. [The
Korea Herald] [AP News]

South Korea-Uzbekistan: First Foreign
Ministers’ Strategic Dialogue held

(dql) South Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs Park Jin
and his Uzbek counterpart Bakhtiyor Saidov held the
inaugural Korea-Uzbekistan Foreign Ministers’ Strategic
Dialogue on September 11 during which a range of
issues were discussed and ways to enhance relations
between the two countries.

Both ministers agreed on expanding high-level
exchanges and on deepening strategic cooperation in
a wide range of areas, such as transportation and
infrastructure, supply chains in core raw material,
energy, and defense industry. They also agreed to
further cooperation in health and medical care,
education, environment, and the digital sector.

Park, furthermore, asked for Uzbekistan's support in
involving South Korean companies in large-scale
transportation infrastructure projects, while
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Saidov suggested working closely together to expand
South Korean investments in this field.

Uzbekistan is the only Central Asian country with which
South Korea has established the Special Strategic
Partnership. Bilateral relations were elevated to this
status in 2019.

The Dialogue was part of Saidov's three-day visit to
South Korea which also saw the signing of the Trade
and Investment Promotion Framework (TIPF), a non-
binding agreement to allows for the expansion
bilateral trade and investment through the facilitation
of cooperative exchanges in various areas, including
the supply chain, digital and biotechnology.

It was South Korea's 7" TIPF agreement, following six
other signed with the United Arab Emirates, the
Dominican Republic, Hungary, Bahrain, Poland and
Madagascar. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]
[Yonhap]

South Korea to send disaster relief team
to earthquake-hit Morocco

(dqgl) The South Korean foreign ministry has announced
to send a disaster relief team - along with USD 2
million in humanitarian aid - to Morocco to help in
relief and rescue efforts in the North African country
that has been hit by an earthquake earlier this month.
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Koreal]

South Korean government increases job
opportunities for Sri Lankan workers

(If) South Korea's Labor and Employment Minister Lee
Jung-Sik met with Sri Lankan Labor and Foreign
Employment Minister Manusha Nanayakkara on
September 14 in Colombo during a brief, two-day visit.
Both ministers announced plans for the South Korean
government to expand employment opportunities for
Sri Lankan workers. The South Korean minister
announced that his nation had doubled its recruitment
of Sri Lankan workers and that his government
intended to continue expanding these opportunities,
especially focusing on skilled migrants who understood
the Korean language to a certain degree.

Minister Lee Jung-Sik noted that South Korea was set
to undergo a review of its Employment Permit System,
the tool through which foreign nationals are able to
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legal register themselves for work within the nation.
The system, which has been in place for 20 years, is
likely to restructured and that the result of this process
would be greater opportunities for Sri Lankan workers
to find employment opportunities in South Korea.

The Korean shipbuilding industry has been cited as a
key area that is set to market itself to Sri Lankan
workers looking for employment, especially those with
relevant qualifications and who have previously
travelled or lived within South Korea. Minister
Nanayakkara also indicated that South Korea's
garment and caregiver sectors would also be spaces
that Sri Lankan workers could positively contribute to,
which received a warm response from his
counterpart.

During his brief visit, Minister Lee Jung-Sik also visited
Sri Lanka's Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardena at his
Temple Trees Residence on September 15. The Prime
Minister indicated his gratitude for South Korea's
assistance and collaboration with Sri Lanka in a
number of essential sectors, such as health and
education, and encouraged the minister's government
to increase its assistance with Youth development
Programs, especially in teaching the Korean language.
The Minister responded positively, further noting that
Sri Lanka maintained “tremendous potential to attract
tourists.”

It is not known how much discussion was held on the
state of Sri Lanka's economy, which has taken up the
majority of the nation’s bilateral consultations in recent
months. South Korea is not one of the country’s major
creditors and has maintained cordial bilateral relations
with the South Asian nation throughout its economic
troubles. The agreement to share workers indicates
South Korea's present desire for a greater labor force,
and that it views Sri Lanka as an adequate partner in
providing manpower. But the presence of emphasis on
workers who know the Korean language also indicates
s desire for workers to not just live in South Korea, but
to become acquainted with its society and culture.
[Daily Mirror] [Adaderanal]

US increases Taiwan military equipment
aid to USD 480 million

(ed) The US state department has increased its Foreign
Military Financing (FMF) for Taiwan by USD 55 million
to USD 480 million, after moving funds that were
destined for Egypt.
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The Foreign Military Finance mechanism is available
only to select foreign allies such as Israel and Egypt.
The US authorized FMF for Taiwan in this year's
defense policy bill, which could allow for up to USD 2
billion to be appropriated from US inventories to be
sent to Taiwan through to 2027.

However, voices within the US were critical of the
amount of funding being allocated to Taiwan. A top
Republican legislative committee member said the
amount was “pittance compared to Taiwan's enormous
needs for self-defense", as China ramps up its claims
over the island. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan-US: Senate Committee adopts
double-taxation bill

(dgl) On September 15, the U.S. Senate Committee on
Finance unanimously adopted the United States-
Taiwan Expedited Double-Tax Relief Act, a bill that
seeks to alleviate the burden of double taxation on
American and Taiwanese businesses and individuals
operating in each other's country. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan-US: KMT presidential candidate
visits United States

(ed) On September 14, the presidential candidate of
Taiwan's opposition Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT),
Hou You-yi, landed in New York to begin an eight-day
trip of the United States.

Hou described his trip to the US as a “journey of
dialogue and deepening friendship”. In New York, Hou
will take part in two symposiums on foreign policy and
meet with top journalists for the New York Times and
Bloomberg. Afterwards, he will visit Washington D.C. to
meet with think tank scholars before ending his trip in
San Francisco.

Hou has denied claims that he will take the
opportunity to push US President Joe Biden to make
clear the USA’ commitment to defending Taiwan in the
event of an invasion. [Focus Taiwan]

On September 18, Hou said that Taiwan must continue
to boost its defense capabilities to deter China's
aggression, and that he would not take the US' support
for granted. He stated that Taiwan should maintain a
dialogue with China to reduce the risk of conflict,
saying under him “Taiwan will not be a troublemaker,
but will instead play a role in facilitating peace and
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reducing risks”, implying that the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) is provoking China through its
desire for Taiwanese independence. [Taipei Times]

Taiwan rejects China's proposal to boost
economic integration between two sides,

(ed) Taiwan's government has rejected a proposal by
China to improve cross-strait economic integration as a
futile cash crab amid China’s worsening economic
situation.

On September 12, China announced a plan to turn
Fujian Province, which lies opposite Taiwan on the
Chinese mainland, into a zone for integrated economic
development, whereby Taiwanese enterprises would
have improved access to the provincial market.

China is also considering turning Pingtan, mainland
China's closest point to Taiwan, into an experimental
development zone.

China has also floated the idea of allowing the
Taiwanese-ruled island of Kinmen access to Xiamen's
new airport, as well as new energy co-operation
between Taiwan and Ningde in Fujian. According to the
vice chairman of China's National Development and
Reform Commission, China will proceed with plans to
build a cross-strait high-speed railway “at an early
date”, despite Taiwan already rejecting the proposal.

Taiwan’'s Mainland Affairs Council criticized these
promises of economic benefits as a pointless attempt
to win over the Taiwanese people, instead being a
“cover to win over and entice our people and
companies to go to the mainland and integrate into its
systems, regulations and norms, to accept the
Communist Party's leadership”. [Reuters] [SCMP]

China sends record number of warplanes
into Taiwan'’s airspace

(ed) While offering Taiwan the prospect of economic
integration (see article above), China sent 143
warplanes and 56 warships into Taiwan's defense zone
in the space of four days.

Between September 17 and 18, a record number of
103 Chinese aircraft were detected in Taiwan's self-

declared air defense identification zone. [Ministry of
National Defense, Taiwan] [Taipei Times]
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Vietnam, China prime ministers met on
the trip to CAEXPO

(km/Im) Vietnam's Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh
and his Chinese counterpart Li Qiang held discussions
in Nanning city, Guangxi province, China, on
September 16, during their attendance at the 20th
China-ASEAN Expo (CAEXPO) and China-ASEAN
Business and Investment Summit (CABIS). They
reviewed the progress in Vietnam-China relations
following the historic visit to Beijing by Vietnam'’s Party
General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong last year.

Both countries agreed to enhance their bilateral
strategic cooperative partnership, with a focus on
economic, trade, investment, and people-to-people
exchanges. They committed to facilitating all-level
visits, strengthening cooperation in multilateral
mechanisms, effectively managing land borders, and
addressing differences while maintaining peace and
stability at sea. Prime Minister Chinh emphasized the
importance of a friendly, stable, and healthy
cooperative relationship with China, and China
expressed support for Vietnam's efforts to build a
socialist-oriented market economy.

Prime Minister Chinh proposed that China accelerate
market access for Vietnamese agricultural and aquatic
products, establish trade promotion offices in Chengdu
and Haikou, and improve customs efficiency. He also
highlighted the need for enhanced transportation and
border infrastructure connectivity, the planning of
railway lines in northern Vietnam, and improved cargo
transportation capacity. Premier Li affirmed China's
commitment to expanding its market for Vietnamese
goods, upgrading border infrastructure, and
promoting transactions using the Chinese yuan for
trade. He directed relevant Chinese ministries to
actively engage with Vietnam in specific cooperation
areas and collaborate on building stable supply and
production chains.

The leaders discussed increasing people-to-people
exchanges and promoting awareness of bilateral
traditional friendship, especially among young
generations. China expressed its support for
Vietnamese humanitarian, healthcare, and education
assistance projects and encouraged its citizens to
travel to Vietnam, open new air routes, and facilitate
such initiatives.

Both leaders stressed the importance of managing
differences properly and maintaining peace and
stability in the East Sea (South China Sea). They



reiterated their commitment to adhering to high-level
common perceptions and the agreement on the basic
principles guiding the resolution of maritime issues
between Vietnam and China. They called for the
respect of each other's legitimate rights and interests
and the peaceful settlement of disputes in accordance
with international law, including the 1982 United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

In addition, they pledged to collaborate closely at
global and regional forums. Premier Li also extended
his condolences to the families of the victims of a tragic
fire in Hanoi on September 12. (VietnamPlus)

Prime Minister Chinh also held separate meetings with
leaders of prominent Chinese conglomerates
specializing in technology, energy, and infrastructure
development, including Huawei, Energy China, and
China Communication and Construction Company
(CCCCQ). During these meetings, he assured these
companies of the Vietnamese Government's
commitment to providing comprehensive support to
facilitate their effective, successful, and sustainable
business operations in Vietnam.

Chinese, Vietnamese officials discuss
strengthening law enforcement
cooperation

(km) On September 14, Vietnam'’s Politburo member
and Minister of Public Security Gen. To Lam met with
Politburo member Chen Wengqing, Secretary of the
Political and Legal Affairs Commission of the
Communist Party of China. They discussed progress in
law enforcement cooperation, crime prevention, and
training. [Nhan Dan Online]

Both parties expressed satisfaction with their
collaboration, which has effectively countered
transnational crime, protected citizens, and provided
training. The Vietnamese minister emphasized the
need for continuous improvements in cooperation
mechanisms, expansion into new areas, and
strengthening multilateral security efforts.

In a separate meeting, Prime Minister Lam and
Chinese Minister of Justice He Rong agreed to promote
delegation exchanges, personnel training, and
experience sharing in detention facility management.
They also pledged to expedite negotiations on
sentenced person transfers and uphold the rights and
interests of Vietnamese prisoners.
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China, Vietnam smart border gate to pilot
construction

(km) The deputy chairman of Vietnam'’s Lang Son
province, Duong Xuan Huyen, attended a ceremony
marking the launch of the Huu Nghi-Youyi Guan smart
border gate project. This collaborative effort between
Lang Son province and China’s Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region aims to pilot the construction of
an advanced border gate at Huu Nghi - Youyi Guan.
The project will utilize satellite positioning, 5G
technology, automated guided vehicles, crane
equipment, and a smart map verification system.
(VietnamPlus)

Vietham Minister of Planning and
investment promised Lao to continue
support

(km) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh
emphasized the nation's enduring commitment to its
special relationship with Laos during a meeting with
Lao Minister of Planning and Investment Khamchen
Vongphosy.

Chinh urged both countries to enhance cooperation
across various ministries and sectors and strengthen
the efficiency of cooperation committees. He also
called for continued political-diplomatic cooperation,
security, and defense collaboration, and pledged
Vietnam's support for Laos as it assumes the role of
ASEAN Chair in 2024.

Furthermore, the two officials discussed strengthening
economic ties, including potential transportation
projects like the Vientiane-Vung Ang railway. They
stressed the need for resolving challenges facing joint
projects, boosting two-way trade, and encouraging
investment through favorable policies. [Nhan Dan
Online]

Announcements
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Upcoming online events

20 September 2023 @ 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

The Frontiers Project Meeting: Jackson,
Wyoming

This event will discuss the economic and energy
security imperatives of building US leadership in
supplying the world market with low-emissions
manufacturing and production.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

20 September 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. (GMT-
5), European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR)

Taking stock and the way ahead: Realising
the EU-Namibia Partnership

As Namibia's global energy profile becomes more
strategic, increasing its geopolitical relevance and the
foreign rivalry for resources, its significance for Europe
also increases. In order to assess the implementation
process of the EU-Namibia Partnership and debate
next steps, this event will discuss opportunities and
challenges in the investment ecosystems that is critical
to creating a conducive environment to develop
sustainable value chains and achieve stated objectives.

Learn more about the event at [ECFR].

20 September 2023 @ 12:30 - 14:30 p.m. (GMT+1),
Bruegel Institution, Brussel
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Talks@Bruegel: Accelerating Italy's
economic growth with Bernardo
Mattarella

Discussions at this session will center on how
improvements in productivity, industrial structures,
and SMEs are accelerating Italy's economic growth.

Learn more about the event at [Bruegel].

20 September 2023 @ 1:00 - 2.00 p.m. (GMT-5), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

Supreme Court Preview of the 2023-2024
Term

As the US Supreme Court will begin in October its new
2023-2024 term, the online discussion will explore the
prospects of cases on a number of important issues,
including the separation of powers, nondelegation,
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, Seventh Amendment
right to a jury trial, Second Amendment, Fifth
Amendment double jeopardy clause, immigration,
racial gerrymandering, and more.

Visit [HERITAGE] for more information.

21 September 2023 @ 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. (GMT-5), The
Brookings Institution (Brookings)

The legacy and future of the Wagner
Group

This event will discuss Wagner Group's military,
political, economic, and misinformation operations,
and will examine what restructuring of the group is
underway, and what lies ahead for Russia’s proxy
activities.

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

21 September 2023 @ 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m.
(GMT+8), ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Can Southeast Asia Play Its Part for the
Climate?

In this hybrid lecture, experts will present and discuss
the main findings and conclusions of this year’s ISEAS


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-viljrik-l-tky/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-viljrik-l-tkj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-viljrik-l-tkt/

Southeast Asia Climate Outlook Survey, a regionally
wide annual survey to assess Southeast Asian
residents' opinions on climate change.

Learn more event details can be found at [ISEAS].

21 September 2023 @ 12:30 - 14:30 p.m. (GMT+1),
Bruegel Institution, Brussel

Can we claim victory over inflation?

This session will address the question how most
economies in the post-Covid-19 era have seen levels of
inflation unseen since the 1970s after years of low
inflation, in response to which central banks have
initiated a protracted period of monetary tightening.
Has the strategy worked and has inflation been
defeated? If not, how much tightening is still
necessary? How dissimilar have the experiences of
inflation and deflation been in the US and the euro
area? What can be learned from this? These are the
focal issues that will be discussed at this event.

Learn more about the event at [Bruegel].

21 September 2023 @ 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. (GMT-5),
Center on Poverty & Social Policy, United States

Poverty in the Pandemic: Policy Lessons
from Covid-19

This panel discussion will talk about the difficulties
faced by low-income households during COVID-19,
how the federal government was able to achieve a
record-low poverty rate in 2020 and again in 2021, and
what lessons should be learned from those
experiences.

Learn more about the event at [United States].

21 September 2023 @ 4:15 - 6:15 p.m. (GMT+0),
Chatham House, UK

Integrating gender into cybercrime
capacity-building

In addition to discussing the benefits of gender
sensitivity in the development of cybercrime capacity,
this event will also serve as the official introduction of
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Chatham House's toolbox for incorporating gender
into the development of cybercrime capacity.

For more information, visit [CHATHAM].

22 September 2023 @ 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

The UK Labour Party’s Foreign and
Defense Priorities: A Conversation With
David Lammy and John Healey

This online conversation will highlight how US-UK
cooperation will continue to be a major priority while
also offering unique insight into the Labour Party's
approach to determining foreign and defense policy,
as well as common global concerns.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

22 September 2023 @ 9:30 a.m. - 12.00 p.m. (GMT-5),
The Heritage Foundation, USA

21st Century Labor Policies to Promote
Worker Freedom, Opportunity, and
Entrepreneurship

The topic of discussion at this event will be how pro-
worker and pro-entrepreneur labor policies may assist
workers in moving up in the 21st century workforce on
panels with policy experts, employees, and business
owners.

Visit [HERITAGE] for more information.

22 September 2023 @ 9:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

Transatlantic Forum on GeoEconomics
Leaders in business and finance from both sides of the
Atlantic will be present at this event and discuss
potential and challenges of a future strategy for using

economic statecraft instruments.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].
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22 September 2023 @ 10.00 - 11.30 a.m. (GMT+8),
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Malaysia’s New Industrial Master Plan
2030: Overview and Assessment

The webinar will analyze and critically evaluate
Malaysia’'s New Industrial Master Plan 2030 that
outlines the strategic course for the nation's
manufacturing industry over the course of the
following seven years.

Learn more event details can be found at [ISEAS].

26 September 2023 @ 10:00 a.m. - 12.00 p.m. (GMT-
5), The Heritage Foundation, USA

How Classical Education Can Preserve Our
American Freedoms

This online discuss will explore ways to reform the
American education system is at a tipping point,
reflected in plummeting academic achievement
outcomes, leftist ideology in classrooms, a tendency to
replace teaching with technology, and the removal of
the greatest works of Western Civilization from the
curriculum.

Visit [HERITAGE] for more information.

26 September 2023 @ 12:00 - 13:00 p.m. (GMT+10),
Australian Institute of International Affairs
(AllA), Australia

Japan-Australia Security and Defence
Cooperation

The topic of discussion at this session will be the
Australia-Japan security and defense cooperation,
paying special attention to Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue, their alliance with the United States, and
their dedication to 'free and open' strategic relations
within the Indo-Pacific region.

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

26 September 2023 @ 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. (GMT-4),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA
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One Year Later, What Is the Status of the
U.S. Strategy Towards Africa?

The "U.S. Strategy Toward Sub-Saharan Africa" by the
Biden administration set forth a goal for a "21st
century U.S.-Africa cooperation." How much progress
has been made toward achieving some of the main
objectives of the strategy will be discussed at this
event, along with other questions pertaining to US-
Africa relations, such as: What procedures and systems
have been developed to put the U.S.-Africa Leaders'
Summit's decisions into practice? How might recent
events, such electoral changes and economic and
geopolitical variables, facilitate or impede progress?

Learn more about the event at [Carnegie].

26 September 2023 @ 5:00 - 6:0 p.m. (GMT-4),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

Ukraine’s Quest for Justice: A
Conversation with Prosecutor General
Andriy Kostin

The topic of indiscriminate shelling of civilian areas by
Russia in Ukraine, that has added to deportation of
young Ukrainians, summary executions, torture, and
rape and other war crimes, will be discussed at this
event.

Learn more about the event at [Carnegie].

Recent book releases

Henry Farrell, Abraham Newman, Underground
Empire: How America Weaponized the World Economy,
Henry Holt and Co., 288 pages, published September
12, 2023, with a review in [Los Angeles Review of
Books].

Luigi R. Einaudi, Learning Diplomacy: An Oral History,
Xlibris US, 686 pages, published January 19, 2023. For
a review, see [Foreign Affairs].

Kalwant Bhopal, Martin Myers, Elite Universities and
the Making of Privilege: Exploring Race and Class in
Global Educational Economies, published January 31,
2023. The book is reviewed in [LSE].

Thomas Curran, The Perfection Trap: The Power of
Good Enough in a World That Always Wants More,
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Cornerstone Press, 304 pages, published June 1, 2023.
For a review, see [NPR].

Alexander Statman, A Global Enlightenment:
Western Progress and Chinese Science, University of
Chicago Press, 320 pages, published April 26, 2023,
with a review in [Asian Review of Books].

Aoife Moore, The Long Game: Inside Sinn Féin,
Sandycove, 336 pages, published September 7, 2023,
reviewed in [The Guardian].

Celeste Hicks, Expansion Rebellion: Using the Law to
Fight a Runway and Save the Planet, Manchester
University Press, 248 pages, published May 31, 2022,
reviewed in [LSE].

Calls

The Public Law Centre of the University of Ottawa
invites paper proposals for its 2024 conference on
“Public Law: Rights, Duties and Powers". For more
information, see [Public Law].

The Tilburg Institute for Law, Technology, and

Society (TILT) invites paper proposals for its gth
TILTing Perspectives Conference “Looking back,
moving forward: Re-assessing technology regulation in
digitalized worlds,” to be held on July 8-10, 2024. The
deadline for abstract submission is January 15, 2023.
For more information, see [Tilburg University].

The Atlantic Federation for Technical Education &
Research (AFTER) invites paper proposals for its
international conference “International Law, Human
Rights and Democratic Principles,” to be held on
February 27, 2024. The deadline for abstract
submission is January 15, 2023. For more information,
see [AFTER].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Programme Support Specialist to be
based in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. Applications are
accepted until September 25, 2023. More information
is provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Procurement Associate to be based
in Belarus. Applications are accepted until September
28, 2023. More information is provided as [UNDP]
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The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a National Programme Officer to be
based in Lusaka, Zambia. Applications are accepted
until October 2, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Consultant National Senior to be
based in Bangui, Central African Republic. Applications
are accepted until September 29, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Programme Associate to be based in
Dakar, Senegal. Applications are accepted until
September 29, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Storekeeper to be based in Somalia. Applications are
accepted until September 27, 2023. More information
is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Human
Resources Associate to be based in Mersin, Turkey.
Applications are accepted until September 28, 2023.
More information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Security
Associate to be based in Mersin, Turkey. Applications
are accepted until September 28, 2023. More
information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Logistics
Assistant to be based in Maputo, Mozambique.
Applications are accepted until September 29, 2023.
More information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a
Programme Associate to be based in Odessa,
Ukraine. Applications are accepted until September 28,
2023. More information is provided as [WEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Supply & Logistics Specialist, to be based in
Maiduguri, Nigeria. Applications are accepted until
September 27, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNICEF].
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a National consultant, to be based in Zimbabwe.
Applications are accepted until September 28, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Communication Officer, to be based in New York,
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United States. Applications are accepted until
September 29, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Consultant, to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until September 29, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Programme Officer, to be based in Zwedru, Liberia.
Applications are accepted until September 27, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Health and Nutrition Officer, to be based in Ethiopia.
Applications are accepted until September 28, 2023.
More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Programme Assistant, to be based in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan. Applications are accepted until September
28, 2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Coordination Officer, to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until September 28, 2023.
More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an
Information Management Officer, to be based in
Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until September 28,
2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Consultancy, to be based in Sanaa, Yemen.
Applications are accepted until September 28, 2023.
More information is provided as [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Administrative Assistant to be based in New York,
United States. Applications are accepted until October
7,2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Senior
Consultant to be based in Manama, Bahrain.
Applications are accepted until September 25, 2023.
More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Development Coordinator Officer to be based in
Tehran, Iran. Applications are accepted until October
12, 2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a CRSV
Information Management and Guidance Expert to
be based in New York, United States. Applications are
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accepted until September 29, 2023. More information
is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a CRSV
Policy and Guidance Expert to be based in New York,
United States. Applications are accepted until
September 29, 2023. More information is provided as
[UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Program and Award Officer, to be based in United
States. Applications are accepted until February 12,
2024. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Intensive Case Management Supervisor, to be based
in United States. Applications are accepted until
November 13, 2023. More information is provided as
[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an
Interpreter, to be based in United States. Applications
are accepted until November 13, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Senior Finance Coordinator RSC Asia, to be based in
Thailand. Applications are accepted until October 13,
2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
MEAL Coordinator, to be based in Beirut, Lebanon.
Applications are accepted until September 26, 2023.
More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
an Agricultural Officer, to be based in Rome, Italy.
Applications are accepted until October 5, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Professional Officer, to be based in
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. Applications are accepted
until October 5, 2023. More information is provided as
[FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Technical Advisor, to be based in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia. Applications are accepted until September
28, 2023. More information is provided as [FAO].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a National Professional Officer, to be based in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until
October 5, 2023. More information is provided as
[FAQ].
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Technical Specialist, to be based in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia. Applications are accepted until September
28, 2023. More information is provided as [FAQ].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks an Intern, to be based in not specified.
Applications are accepted until September 25, 2023.
More information is provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks an Associate Program Management
Officer, to be based in Baghdad, Iraq. Applications are
accepted until Octoer 12, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Senior Program Management
Assistant, to be based in Panama City, Panama.
Applications are accepted until October 12, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Program Management Assistant, to
be based in Paris, France. Applications are accepted
until October 12, 2023. More information is provided
as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks an Administrative Assistant, to be
based in Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are
accepted until October 11, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Procurement Associate, to be
based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until
September 26, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Programme Manager, to be based
in Remote Work. Applications are accepted until
September 27, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Senior Programme Manager, to be
based in Remote Work. Applications are accepted until
September 27, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Principal Engineer, to be based in
Bangui, Central African Republic. Applications are
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accepted until September 30, 2023. More information
is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Monitoring and Evaluation
Specialist, to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until October 3, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNOPS].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Dams
Specialist, to be based in Washington DC, United
States. Applications are accepted until October 3, 2023.
More information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Team Assistant, to be
based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Applications are
accepted until September 27, 2023. More information
is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Driver, to be based in
Amman, Jordan. Applications are accepted until
September 28, 2023. More information is provided as
[WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Executive
Assistant, to be based in Kingston, Jamaica.
Applications are accepted until September 30, 2023.
More information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Security Specialist, to
be based in Washington DC, United States.
Applications are accepted until October 2, 2023. More
information is provided as [WB].

The International Organization for Migration (IO0M)
seeks a Movement Operations Manager, to be based
in Kampala, Uganda. Applications are accepted until
September 27, 2023. More information is provided as
[LOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Regional Emergency Preparedness Officer,

to be based in Panama City, Panama. Applications are
accepted until September 27, 2023. More information

is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Senior Project Coordinator, to be based in
Bogota, Colombia. Applications are accepted until
September 27, 2023. More information is provided as
[LOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks an Information Management Officer, to be
based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until
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October 4, 2023. More information is provided as
[LOM].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Migration Health Officer, to be based in
Lagos, Nigeria. Applications are accepted until
September 27, 2023. More information is provided as
[LOM].

The Division of Biological Sciences (DBS) at the
University of Missouri-Columbia in Missouri, United
States is inviting applications for a position of
Assistant Teaching Professor of Biological Sciences.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [University of Missouri].

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Florida,
United States is inviting applications for an Adjunct
Faculty position. The application submission deadline
is not specified. For more details, see [Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University].

Carnegie Mellon University in Pennsylvania, United
States is inviting applications for an Open Science
Primer Assistant position. The application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see
[Carnegie Mellon University].

Alcorn State University in Mississippi, United States is
inviting applications for an Adjunct Faculty.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Alcorn State University].

Department of Justice, Law & Criminology in the
School of Public Affairs at American University in
District of Columbia, United States is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor. The
application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [American University].

Syracuse University College of Law in New York,
United States is inviting applications for an Associate
Teaching Professor position. The application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [Syracuse University].

The Department of Political Science in Syracuse
University in New York, United States is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor position.
Application submission deadline is open until filled. For
more details, see [Syracuse University].

The Finance Department in the Whitman School of
Management at Syracuse University in New York,
United States is inviting applications for a Professor of
Practice position. Application submission deadline is
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open until filled. For more details, see [Syracuse
University].

The Syracuse University Department of Physics in
New York, United States is inviting applications for a
Professor position. Application submission deadline is
not specified. For more details, see [Syracuse
University].

The University of Oregon's Department of Political
Science in Oregon, United States is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor in Political
Science position. Application submission deadline is
October 1, 2023. For more details, see [University of
Oregon].

The University of Colorado Boulder in Colorado,
United States is inviting applications for a Manager of
Policy and External Relations position. Application
submission deadline is October 12, 2023. For more
details, see [University of Colorado Boulder].

California State University in California, United
States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor position. Application submission deadline is
December 31, 2023. For more details, see [California
State University].

Syracuse University in New York, United States is
inviting applications for a Research Associate
Professor position. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [Syracuse
University].

SUNY Cortland in New York, United States is inviting
applications for an Adjunct Faculty in Political
Science position. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [SUNY
Cortland].

The Department of Women's and Gender Studies at
the University of Missouri in Missouri, United States
is inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
Women's & Gender Studies position. Application
submission deadline is October 31, 2023. For more
details, see [University of Missouri].

Indiana University-Bloomington’s Hamilton Lugar
School of Global and International Studies in
Bloomington, Indiana is inviting applications for an
Assistant Professor of Contemporary Korea
position. Application submission deadline is open until
filled. For more details, see [Indiana University].

Kern Community College District in California,
United States is inviting applications for a Political
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Science Instructor position. Application submission
deadline is open until filled. For more details, see [Kern
Community College District].

The Department of Economics and Accounting at
the College of the Holy Cross in Massachusetts,
United States is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor position. The application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see [College
of the Holy Cross].

Carnegie Mellon University in Pennsylvania, United
States is seeking an Economic Development Intern.
The application submission deadline is not specified.
For more details, see [Carnegie Mellon University].

Drexel University in Pennsylvania, United States is
inviting applications for an Adjunct Instructor
position. Application submission deadline is
September 30, 2023. For more details, see [Drexel
University].

Team:

Aimpavee Kiratiakkrasak (ak), Dan Kristian Rivera (kr), Duc
Quang Ly (dql), Griffin Allan (ga), Hanzaw Aung (ha),
Harshita Prashar (ph), Isabelle Chua (ic), Kanokphong
Visetvoharn, Khin Ohnmar Moe (km), Lachlan Foster (If),
Lawrence Brenner (Ib), Lucas Meier (Im), Morten Strantzen
(ms), Muhammad Hussain Amin (mha), Philipp SchiifSler
(ps), Phoo Wai Yan Myint (pom), Sai Laung Kam (slk), Tarazi
Mohammed Sheikh (tms), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus
Phuangkom, Wai Yan Phyo Naing (wn), Worrawit
Sirijintana (ws)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!
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