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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you
this week’s AiR issue with the latest events,
developments and trends in domestic politics,
international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,
South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

| wish you an informative read and extend special
greetings to everyone who celebrates the
Independence Day of Botswana, Cyprus, Nigeria,
Palau, Turkmenistan and Tuvalu as well as China’s
National Day this week.

With best regards,
Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Export of essential chipmaking
materials stopped in August

(ms) After the Chinese government announced [see
AIR No. 27, July/2023, 1] and implemented [see AR No.
32, August/2023, 2] export controls on the export of
gallium and germanium exports, two elements crucial
for the production of semiconductors, the country
reduced the export of these metals to zero in August.

The export restrictions introduced in August, required,
by referring to security concerns, exporters to apply
for licenses from the Chinese Ministry of Commerce
providing information about the recipients and the
planned use of the metals.
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It was widely seen as retaliation against the export
restrictions on the export of products and technology
essential for semiconductor manufacturing, led by the
USA and supported by countries such as Japan, the
Netherlands, and South Korea.

Due to the emphasis on security concerns, it was
already suspected during the introduction of the
restrictions that the Ministry of Commerce will have a
restrictive say in the issuance of licenses and export
permits. This, together with the alleged permit
issuance period of 45 days is probably the cause for
the complete export stop.

China is producing two-third of all germanium and 95
percent of the worlds gallium, making the global
market depend on these Chinese exports. [CNBC]
[Reuters]

China: First university removes English
requirement for students

(ms) The Xi'an Jiaotong University, one of China's
leading universities, has removed the requirement for
students to pass an English test to be able to join the
university and to graduate from it, thereby continuing
the in general recognizable decline in importance given
to the English language in the Chinese education
system.

Even though it was never made an official policy,
beginning in the late 1980s passing a national
standardized English Test became a requirement to
graduate from the majority of Chinese universities.
Additionally English became one of the compulsory
subjects of the primary and secondary school as well
as in the national college exam, also known as gaokao,
in 2001.

However, especially since president Xi Jinping took over
the leadership of the country, there has been a
growing discussion to reduce the importance given to
the English language in the Chinese education system,
as it has “limited practical value for many people”, as
argued by a lawmaker during the National People’s
Congress in March 2023.

Even though the Xi'an Jiaotong University is the first
university to remove the English requirements there is
a trend discernible nationwide. Several universities
have replaced the standardized test with one of their
own, which is mostly easier. Additionally, Shanghai as
one of Chinas first tier cities, prohibited elementary
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schools to hold final exams in the English language in
2021, citing efforts to ease the burden on students.

It will be seen whether Xi'an Jiaotong University will
remain an exception or whether other especially top
tier universities of the country will follow suit. [CNN]
[South China Morning Post]

China: Shanghai loosens capital controls
for foreign investors

(ms) The Shanghai municipal government has relaxed
its hitherto strict capital controls, now allowing foreign
investors to freely move their money into as well as out
of the Shanghai pilot free trade zone.

The relaxation is said to be effective retroactively from
September 1 and allows both foreign companies and
individuals to transfer their funds without restriction or
delay, the only existing restrictions being that the
funds must be "real and legal" and related to their
investments in China. [Shanghai Municipal
Government in Chinese]

The government of the Chinese capital Beijing is
signaling a similar relaxation for foreign investments in
a draft law, but it is still in the public consultation
phase scheduled until October 19. [Beijing Municipal
Government in Chinese]

The easing comes in the face of a negative record of
foreign direct investment into the country, which
remains a consequence of China's ongoing economic
problems and the resulting lack of investor confidence.
[CNN]

China: Exit ban against high-ranking
employee of Japanese investment bank

(ms) Charles Wang Zhonghe, chair of investment
banking for China of Japanese investment bank
Nomura International is said to have been issued a
travel ban by Chinese authorities according to various
reports.

The travel ban is not said to be a house arrest, Wang is
said to be able to continue to travel freely within China
but not leave the country. According to anonymous
sources, Wang's travel ban is in connection with the
investigations launched at the end of last year against
founder of investment group China Renaissance Bao
Fan and Cong Lin former senior executive.
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Wang's previous employment at the state-owned
Industrial and Commercial Bank of China may have
intersected with Cong's time there.

The exit ban against Wang reinforces the existing
uncertainty in the especially foreign business
community about the Chinese economy. [Financial
Times] [Reuters]

China: Top political adviser demands
“pairing assistance” to support Xinjiang
Region

(ms) Wang Huning, head of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), the highest
advisory body of China, and the number four of Chinas
Politburo Standing Committee, advocated a collective
Chinese approach, manifesting itself in, among other
things, the practice of pairing assistance to further
develop the Xinjiang Region in the north-west of the
country.

“Pairing assistance” describes a strategy in which a
coastal province or municipality, as a region with
strong economic output, is paired up with a city or
region in Xinjiang, to accelerate development there
through direct investment or the deployment of
experts and personal on site.

Wang calls for a large-scale campaign to develop
Xinjiang in the industrial, educational and cultural
sectors, as well as to promote personnel exchanges
and improve interaction between different ethnic
groups. [China Daily] [South China Morning Post]
[Xinhua]

China: Uyghur scholar sentenced to life
imprisonment

(ms) Uyghur scholar and professor Rahile Dawut has
reportedly been sentenced to life imprisonment by a
Chinese court on charges of endangering state
security.

Back in 2018, Dawut was convicted for "splittism" by an
intermediate court. She then appealed the sentence,
which was however expectedly rejected by a high
court, according to sources at the responsible court.

Dawut joins a long list of intellectual Uyghurs who have
been arrested by the Chinese courts for various
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criminal offenses. About 300 individuals are said to
have met this fate since 2016 alone. [Dui Hua
Foundation] [Reuters]

China: Hong Kong extends national
security control over further education
programs

(ms) The Labor and Welfare Bureau (LWB) has revised
the terms of all learning opportunities provided
through the Continuing Education Fund (CEF) to ensure
that "national security" is implemented as required by
the Chinese government.

The CEF is a grant for learning opportunities for people
over 18 years old that focuses primarily on advanced
training and retraining.

The new conditions require more than 100 schools and
institutions that offer CEF-supported programs to
review not only the curriculum, but also the staff to
determine whether they are in compliance with
"national security".

Only in May of this year there was already a revision of
the conditions under which teaching offers which were
primarily directed at citizens of Hong Kong who
wanted to find work outside China with the training
were canceled.

Affected by the new conditions are not only Chinese
institutions but also e.g., the German Goethe Institute
is requested to ensure that their teaching offer as well
as their staff "involved in the management, operation
or delivery" of CEF courses "acquire a correct
understanding," comply with the national security law,
and have not engaged in any activities that violated the
law or were "contrary to the interest of national
security". [Hong Kong Free Press]

China: New drone takes part in military
drills around Taiwan since 2022

(ms) The KVD002 drone, which was only unveiled in
mid-September, is reported by the Chinese state
network Global Times to have been in use in patrols
and military drills around Taiwan since 2022.

The KVD002, a medium altitude long endurance
unmanned aerial system, was unveiled to the public
during the 6th China Helicopter Exposition held in
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North China's Tianjin Municipality in mid-September.
According to experts, the KVD0O02 is a variant of the
CH-4 drone, which was specially made for the needs of
the People's Liberation Army.

The KVDO002 is equipped with two AR-1 air-to-ground
missiles and reconnaissance equipment under its main
body, which qualifies it for attacks on enemy air
defence systems, armored targets, as well as
reconnaissance in cooperation with other military
units.

Since September 2022, there have been reports from
the Taiwanese military that match the characteristics
of the drones. [Global Times] [The EurAsian Times]

Japan: Special investment zones to be
established

(dqgl) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has announced that
his government will create special economic zones to
increase foreign investment in Japan.

Kishida made this announcement during a speech at
the Economic Club of New York on September 21,
attended by a group of top business executives and
bankers.

The announcement comes as Japan is struggling to find
ways to grapple with the negative effects of the
country's falling birthrate and aging population on the
broader economy as the country's population is
expected to drop to 87 million by 2070, a decrease of
30 percent from 2020.

It is widely believed that by the end of the year, the
Japanese government will map out a policy package to
revise existing legislation to relax regulations on
foreign investment, address Japan's unique business
practices and ease barriers to entry into the nation's
market. One measure under consideration is make it
possible for foreign companies use only English to
complete administrative procedures in Japan. [Kyodo
News]

Japan: Prime Minister Kishida orders
crafting new economic package

(dgl) Prime Minister Fumio Kishida announced on
September 25 that he has ordered ministers to work
on a new economic package that aims at navigating
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the country's economy through a cost-of-living crisis to
pursue long-term growth.

The package will be based on five pillars, inducing
mitigating the fallouts of inflation on households,
spurring more wage growth by encouraging small and
midsize companies to raise pay for their employees,
boosting more investment, tackling challenges posed
by the declining population and securing the safety
and security of the Japanese people.

Kishida's party, the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, has
been seeking a budget between JPY 15 trillion (USD 101
billion) and JPY 20 trillion to fund the package. [The
Mainichi]

Mongolia: Cabinet discusses list of
blacklisted companies

(dgl) A Cabinet meeting held on September 20
revealed that in 2023, 107 companies that violated the
laws and regulations regarding the procurement of
goods, works, and services with state and local funds
are being inspected for a possible entry to the
“blacklist” this year.

Finance Minister B. Javkhlan was instructed to intensify
the recordkeeping of legal bodies whose rights to
participate in tenders were restricted.

Further, the Cabinet decided to instruct clients to
submit to the state procurement inspectors the
information and relevant proofs on the companies’
wrongdoings, including violating contractual
obligations, failing to fulfill obligations, and submitting
tenders with obviously false information, among
others.

Over the past years, 16 companies blacklisted in 2019,
151in 2020, 16 in 2021, 8 in 2022, and 11 in 2023.
[Montsame]

North Korea: Kim Jong-un holds politburo
meeting to discuss Kim-Putin summit

(tms) North Korean leader Kim Jong-un convened a
politburo meeting with top officials to review the
outcomes of his recent summit meeting with Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

Officials assessed the significance of Kim's visit to
Russia and discussed long-term plans for
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strengthening their bilateral relations during the
meeting, according to state media. [KCNA]

Kim, in his first politburo meeting since the summit,
emphasized the need to bolster close contacts and
cooperation across various sectors between the two
countries, aiming to expand and diversify cooperation
comprehensively. It also addressed the practical and
comprehensive application of the outcomes of Kim's
recent diplomatic endeavors with Russia since 2019
[see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3].

The meeting hailed Kim's visit to Russia as aligning with
the demands of the current era and significantly
altering the global geopolitical landscape. [Yonhap]

North Korea: Government’s ozone
treatment order for graineries sparks
concerns

(tms) The government has issued a directive
mandating the use of ozone treatments in the
country's graineries to facilitate long-term grain
storage. However, there are widespread doubts within
the grain processing sector about the feasibility of
implementing this order.

An anonymous source in South Pyongan Province
disclosed that the Cabinet's Agricultural Commission
had ordered graineries and farms to begin ozone
treatments by August's end to preserve fresh grain
from the upcoming harvest.

The directive included simultaneous inspections of
grain warehouses by cities and counties in each
province to evaluate their readiness for adopting these
treatments. Local governments were tasked with
implementing the order and reporting issues during
August inspections, but graineries and farms tied to
local committees are ill-prepared for ozone

treatment.

Provincial authorities, overwhelmed by central
government directives, are urging compliance despite
their inability to provide support, and they are
attempting to persuade hesitant on-site officials to at
least pretend to comply. [Daily NK]

North Korea: Government erecting high-
voltage fences along Pyongyang's borders
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(tms) The government is installing high-voltage fences
along Pyongyang's municipal borders, with agencies
like the Capital Defense Command and Ministry of
State Security tasked with implementation, according
to an anonymous source.

The order specified the installation of 3,300-volt wires,
transformers, thermal cameras, and other equipment
in areas along the outskirts of Pyongyang that have
been frequently used as illegal entry points by
residents from other parts of the country.

Notably, the order instructed against placing fences
near flatlands and residential zones near the capital
while emphasizing the importance of safeguarding the
city by reinforcing guard posts.

The primary objective behind this construction effort is
to ensure the safety of North Korea's leadership. This
move follows North Korea's previous efforts to fortify
its borders with China, involving high-voltage wires and
bulletproof walls, in a bid to curb smuggling and
defections since 2021. [Daily NK]

North Korea: Government intensifies
surveillance on returnees from overseas
stints

(tms) The Ministry of Social Security has issued
directives aimed at bolstering surveillance and control
measures over citizens returning from extended stays
abroad.

The ministry expressed concerns that these returnees
might exhibit behavior contrary to socialist principles,
potentially affecting the ideological sentiment and
lifestyle of local residents.

The orders emphasize vigilant monitoring and
reporting of returnees' activities, focusing on their
speech, behavior, and any use of foreign goods or
currency that could lead to illegal activities.

The instructions also stipulate severe consequences,
including political, administrative, and criminal
penalties, for those found engaging in hostile behavior
or harming socialist values. [Daily NK]

South Korea: Government to introduce
exchange-traded funds to revive sluggish
emission trading market
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(tms) Government officials announced plans to
authorize the sale of exchange-traded funds (ETFs)
tracking greenhouse gas emission trading, starting
next year to rejuvenate the country's stagnating
emission trading market.

The government's plan involves permitting the sale of
ETFs and exchange-traded notes tied to the emission
trading market in 2024, with the introduction of
emission allowance futures scheduled for 2025.

These financial derivatives are expected to reduce
market volatility and attract individual and other
investors, expanding the market beyond its current
confines of 700 emitters, 20 securities firms, and seven
market makers.

The move comes as a response to plummeting trading
prices for government-issued emission rights, which
fell to KRW 7,020 (approximately USD 5.28) by July 24,
down from a peak of KRW 40,950 in December 2019.

Emission trading, a market-driven approach, allows
emitters to buy or sell government-allocated
greenhouse gas emission permits, offering financial
incentives to reduce emissions. However, only a small
fraction, 9.4 percent or 5.5 million tons of the country's
total emission permits had been traded as of 2021,
due to the tepid and highly volatile market. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Supreme court chief justice
nominee faces controversy as
confirmation vote looms

(tms) The National Assembly adopted a confirmation
hearing report for the nominee for Supreme Court
chief justice, Lee Gyun-ryong, but the two major rival
parties are in discussions to put the decision to a vote
next week.

The parliamentary special committee approved the
report for Lee Gyun-ryong, but consensus on his
suitability as chief justice remains elusive.

The ruling People Power Party supports him to counter
perceived judiciary politicization, while the main
opposition Democratic Party disputes his qualifications
due to alleged ties to President Yoon Suk Yeol and
concerns about his past rulings, particularly in cases of
sexual crimes and domestic violence.

Lee also faces allegations of underreporting family
assets, securing an internship for his son through his
judicial role.
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Lee needs a minimum of 76 out of 150 votes in the
parliamentary vote for Supreme Court chief justice.
Failure to secure approval from the DP-controlled
Assembly would result in a vacant chief justice seat
starting next week. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Government to reduce
lifetime ban on child sexual offenders in
public positions to 20 years

(tms) South Korea's Ministry of the Interior and Safety
has announced a revision to the Local Public Officials
Act, reducing the lifetime ban on individuals convicted
of sexual crimes against minors from holding public
positions.

In compliance with a Constitutional Court ruling from
last year, the lifetime ban was deemed excessive and
incompatible with the Constitution.

The proposed amendment calls for a 20-year ban on
such offenders from public office, commencing after
the completion of their sentence and required medical
treatment in custody.

Additionally, the ministry plans to establish a new legal
framework to provide preferences in personnel
matters to public servants with multiple children.
[Yonhap]

South Korea: Opposition leader ends
hunger strike in protest of Yoon
administration

(tms) Main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-
myung has terminated his hunger strike, which lasted
for over three weeks, in protest against the Yoon Suk
Yeol administration.

The decision was announced by DP spokesperson
Kang Sun-woo on Saturday, revealing that Lee ended
the fast on the 24th day and will now undergo medical
treatment. Doctors strongly advised him to cease the
hunger strike, citing severe health risks if he
continued.

The party committee passed a resolution on Friday
urging Lee to halt the hunger strike, with similar
requests coming from various groups and individuals
(see entry in this edition).
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Lee will remain in the hospital for treatment and will
collaborate with medical professionals for future
activities, such as attending court hearings. [Yonhap]

South Korea: Arrest warrant hearing
scheduled for opposition leader Lee Jae-
myung

(tms) A hearing for the arrest warrant of opposition
leader Lee Jae-myung is set to take place, following the
National Assembly's approval of his arrest motion
earlier this week.

The hearing, slated to begin at the Seoul Central
District Court and presided over by Judge Yoo Chang-
hoon, will determine whether Lee should be
detained.

Lee, chairman of the main opposition Democratic
Party, faces charges of breach of trust, bribery, and
other allegations related to a development scandal and
a North Korean remittance case.

The prosecution accuses him of providing preferential
treatment to a private developer during his tenure as
Seongnam mayor, involving an apartment project [see
AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3].

Additionally, he is suspected of facilitating an USD 8
million illegal transfer to North Korea through his
deputy while serving as Gyeonggi Province governor,
supposedly to support his visit to North Korea and a
joint smart farm project with Pyongyang. [Yonhap]
[KBS]

South Korea: President Yoon urges active
follow-up on New York meetings and Expo
bid

(tms) President Yoon Suk Yeol has called upon the
government to take proactive steps following his
meetings with world leaders in New York.

During a Cabinet meeting held upon his return, Yoon
emphasized his efforts to bring the 2030 World Expo to
Busan and expand the global market for South Korean
businesses. He outlined the Expo's vision as one of
global solidarity, where nations share achievements in
science, technology, and industry.
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Yoon has played a pivotal role in the campaign to host
the Expo in Busan, which faces competition from
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, and Rome, Italy (see entry in this
edition).

President Yoon also highlighted various global
business projects involving South Korean companies
and citizens, emphasizing the need for unwavering
commitment to achieve success.

Additionally, he mentioned recent revisions passed by
the National Assembly to enhance teachers' authority
in classrooms, emphasizing the importance of
guaranteeing their rights for student learning and
human rights. [Yonhap 1] [Yonhap 2]

Taiwan: Presidential candidates outline
health care policy

(dqgl) Presidential candidates of Taiwan's ruling
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) Lai Ching-te and
his contender Ko Wen-je of the minor opposition party
Taiwan People’s Party have outlined their public health
care policy.

Lai announced plans to raise the maximum subsidy for
those using in-home care services by NTD 50,000 (USD
1,560) to NTD 180,000 per year and vowed to
strengthen in-home care for the severely disabled,
including 24-hour support services by full time carers
or visiting carers as well as dedicated emergency
services available. He affirmed that NTD 87.6 billion
budget for next year was sufficiently covered by tax
income to meet the financial needs of the services.

Meanwhile, Ko doubted that Lai's announced subsidy
increase was enough, adding that his contender’s plan
cannot be paid for. Ko suggested the long-term care
budget should be increased to NTD 230 billion,
equaling 1 percent of GDP, and the threshold for
applying for foreign caregivers to be relaxed. He also
proposed a national insurance system to fund long-
term healthcare, with 40 percent to be paid by the
government, 40 percent by private enterprises, and 20
percent by the user.

The two presidential candidates worked as doctors
prior to embarking on their political career. Ko worked
as a surgeon before he was elected mayor of Taipei in
2014, while Lai was a health platoon leader in Taiwan's
army and worked as a doctor in Tainan before he was
elected a member of parliament in 1996. [Taiwan
News]
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Taiwan: Reform of nationality law
underway

(dgl) Taiwan's government has approved draft
amendments to the Nationality Act that seek to ease
residency requirements for foreign professionals
applying who apply citizenship.

The amendments also allow social welfare government
agencies to apply for naturalization on behalf of
stateless children residing in Taiwan.

The required period of residence would be

shortened from currently three to two years for foreign
professionals applying for naturalization. [Focus
Taiwan]

Taiwan: Cabinet eyes tightening
punishment for harming the military

(dqgl) The Taiwanese Cabinet is planning to sharpen the
punishment for unauthorized photography inside
military areas.

According to a proposal submitted on September 21,
taking such pictures without permission may be
punished by a maximum prison sentence of three
years. This applies also unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs).

In addition, the new rule allows for prison terms from
one to seven years in combination with a fine of up to
NTD 10 million (USD 311,000) for damage to military
property, while intentional harm to national or military
security is punishable with a prison term ranging from
three to 10 years, with the maximum fine being USD 50
million. In case the offense results in a fatality, the
prison sentence would range from seven years to life
imprisonment. [Taiwan News]

Taiwan: Child day care allowances to be
raised

(dgl) The Taiwanese government has unveiled its
decision to increase child day care allowances by at
least NTD 1,500 (USD 46.52) per month, in a latest
attempt reverse Taiwan's shrinking birth rate.
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Starting next year, subsidies for parents with children
under 3 attending public care centers will be raised to
NTD 7,000 per month from NTD 5,500, while those
using publicly subsidized private day care centers or
home babysitting services will be provided NTD 13,000
a month, up from currently NTD 8,500 currently.

The government budget has allocated USD 3.7 billion
for 2024 to fund measures to counter declining birth
rates. From 2017 to 2022, the number of new births
has dropped from 193,844 to 138,986. [Focus Taiwan]

Taiwan: Resignation of agriculture
minister

(dql) Taiwan's Agriculture Minister Chen Chi-chung has
announced to submit this resignation on September
19.

The move came in response to mounting pressure
over accusations of financial waste after Chen
confirmed that at least 54 million eggs of 145 million
eggs imported from March to July were sent to be
destroyed because of their expiration. The egg import
was part of the government's efforts to ease shortages
of the product earlier this year.

The controversy was triggered after a recall of 20,000
of the imported eggs from supermarkets after it was
discovered that they were labeled with an incorrect
expiration date

Premier Chen Chien-jen accepted Chen's resignation of
Agriculture Minister Chen Chi-chung on the same day.
[Focus Taiwan 1] [Focus Taiwan 2]
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Bangladesh: Opposition party elects new
chairperson, secretary-general

(ps) The Trinamool Bangladesh National Party
(Trinamool), a spinoff of Bangladesh’s main opposition
Bangladesh National Party (BNP), has elected two
former BNP politicians to senior positions. Shamsher
Mobin Chowdhury was voted chairperson and Taimur
Alam Khandaker became secretary-general. Both
leaders expressed their commitment to supporting the
government in safeguarding the nation's democracy
and stressed their dedication to serving the people.
Shamsher, who had previously left BNP in 2015,
emphasized that their party aimed to depoliticize the
country rather than serve the interests of the ruling
Awami League, asserting that they are a "pro-people
party." [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Ruling Awami League starts
rallies after new opposition marches
announced

(ps) Bangladesh's ruling Awami League (AL) has
announced a series of programs scheduled to take
place in the capital and other districts from September
23 to October 4. This announcement, made by AL Joint
General Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif following a
joint meeting, is seen as a response to the
demonstrations and activities initiated by the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). The BNP's
activities, which include rallies and road marches, aim
for the resignation of the government and national
elections under a non-partisan administration. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh: One killed, 17 injured by
factional infighting of government party
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(ps) A leader of the Awami League was killed, and 17
others were injured in two separate factional clashes
among party members in Cumilla and Narsingdi
districts. In Cumilla, the clash erupted over control of
the local sand trade in the Meghna upazila, resulting in
one death. The conflict was rooted in a power struggle
between factions aligned with different politicians. In
Narsingdi, another clash occurred between followers
of the incumbent Chairman of Chardighaldi Union
Parishad and the former chairman of the Union
Parishad, leaving seven people injured. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Clash at opposition rally

(ps) During an anti-government rally on September 24
organized by the oppositional Bangladesh National
Party (BNP) a clash broke out between two factions of
Chhatra Dal, BNP's student organization. The attack
was allegedly led by BNP's Student Affairs Secretary
Rakibul Islam Bakul against Chhatra Dal members from
Dhaka Metropolitan North BNP. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Government-aligned
students committee dissolved after
accusations of violence against journalist

(ps) Bangladesh Chhatra League's (BCL) committee at
Chittagong University has been suspended after
allegations of violence against a journalist. Musharraf
Shah, a correspondent for Prothom Alo, was attacked
on campus on September 24. Chatra League is the
student's organization of Bangladesh'’s ruling Awami
League. [Dhaka Tribune] Musharraf said that he was
told to not write articles about BCL while he was
assaulted.[Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: World Bank approves loans
to support secondary education, Jamuna
River protection

(ps) The World Bank has approved a USD 300 million
program to assist Bangladesh in recovering from
Covid-19-related learning setbacks. The initiative
focusing on key subjects like mathematics, English, and
Bangla for grades 6 and 8, the program will also offer
stipends to eight million students among other goals.
[The Daily Star]
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Separately, the multilateral lender has approved more
than USD 100 million for protecting and improving the
navigability of the Jamuna River. The Jamuna, one of
largest rivers in the world and affecting the livelihoods
of millions, is impacted by soil erosions and floodings
that are aggravated by climate change and sea level
rise. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Price control on food stables
ineffective; government contemplates
imports

(ps) The Bangladesh government has introduced price
caps on essential food items like potatoes, onions, and
eggs in response to soaring inflation. However, this
policy has faced challenges as prices continue to rise
beyond the government-set rates. In some cases, the
police have conducted raids on potato traders accused
of hoarding and selling potatoes at prices exceeding
the government's limits.

The director general of the Directorate of National
Consumers' Right Protection has suggested the
possibility of importing potatoes to alleviate the price
surge. He has also indicated that high prices are partly
driven by speculators in the market. [Dhaka Tribune] [
The Daily Star 1]

A law with tough punishments for food punishments
was passed in July. [The Daily Star 2]

Bangladesh: Fitch downgrades foreign
debt outlook

(ps) Fitch Ratings, one of the three major credit rating
agencies, has downgraded its outlook on Bangladesh’s
long-term issuer default rating (IDR) to negative, while
keeping the South Asian nation’s IDR at “BB-". This
reflects Bangladesh's decreasing foreign reserves and
US-Dollar liquidity strains. [Fitch Ratings]

Bangladesh: ARSA members suspected of
killing Rohingya leader

(ps) A Rohingya leader of a Block at Balukhali Camp 18,
a Rohingya refugee camp, was hacked to death on
September 19. An investigation is still underway but
members of Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA), a


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-ir/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-iy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-ij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-it/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-ii/

Rohingya insurgent group are suspected. [Dhaka
Tribune]

India: 'One Nation, One Election’
committee holds first meeting

(hp/Im) The “One Nation, One Election” committee held
its first preliminary meeting on September 23 to
discuss the possibilities of conducting elections for the
lower house of Parliament, the Lok Sabha,
simultaneously throughout the nation. The prime
agenda of the meeting was to discuss how to go about
with the mandate given to the panel. [Mint] [NDTV]

The meeting was presided over by former President of
India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind. Other members of the
panel included current and past ministers with
valuable portfolios such as the Union Home minister,
Law Minister, Minister of Cooperation, former Leader
of Opposition, former chairman of the 15th Finance
Commission, former general secretary of Lok Sabha,
former Chief Vigilance Commissioner among others.
The current Leader of the Opposition, however,
skipped the meeting. [Orissa Diary] [India Today]

The panel was formed on September 2, after the
government had notified that an eight-member panel
must be formed to make recommendations regarding
holding concurrent elections of the Lok Sabha, state
assemblies and local governments including
panchayats, or the rural local bodies and
municipalities, or the urban local bodies. [AIR No. 36,
September/2023, 1]

Till 1967, simultaneous elections were held in India.
However, the premature dissolution of some state
assemblies in 1968-69 and the subsequent dissolution
of the Lok Sabha in 1970 resulted in a new trend of
elections which has been followed till date. The ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party, for its part, has been
advocating the move since Narendra Modi's first prime
ministerial stint in 2014.

India: Parliament approves Women
Reservation Bill

(hp) On September 20, a “historic legislation” was
passed as the lower House of India’s Parliament
approved the Nari Shakti Vandan Abhiniyam, or
Women Reservation Bill, which reserves one-third of all
the seats for women through an electoral assembly in
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the Lok Sabha, state assemblies and in the National
Capital of Delhi. The bill was passed almost
unanimously with the presence of 454 Members of
Parliament [see also AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3].
[BBC] [India Today]

A bill, similar to this one, was introduced in the
assembly in September 1996. However, due to the
animosities between the ruling party and the
opposition, and strong resistance by the male
lawmakers. Thereon, the bill was rejected six times.
During the previous deliberations on the bill,
nationwide and regional parties including Samajwadi
Party, a propagator of the socialist ideology, opposed
the bill stating that the reservation of women
belonging to the category of Other Backward
Castes/Classes (OBCs) is more important. OBCs is one
of the categories under the Indian caste system which
depicts the social structure of India dating back to
more than 2000 years. [Time] [CNN]

Despite the approval of the bill by both houses of
Parliament, the Prime Minister Modi-led government
mentioned that the implementation could take a few
years to be fully functional in every part of the country.
Opposition parties, including the main opposition
Congress party, expressed their disappointment over
the statement. [Hindustan Times]

India: Central government sends aid to
Mizoram state to assist people fleeing
Manipur

(If) The Central government announced on September
25 that it would send essential materials and
resources, in the form of food and medicines, to the
state of Mizoram which has seen a heavy influx of
domestic refugees from the neighboring state of
Manipur. Since violence along ethnic lines broke out
within the state in May, Mizoram has seen a large
number of residents from the state seek refuge away
from the threat of riots, murder and arson which have
terrorized residents from both the Kuki and Meitei
tribes.

The Union Home Ministry has been in contact with the
Mizoram Home Department to inform them of the
Central Government's intention to launch a program
which will provide victims of the violence in Manipur,
currently living in Mizoram, with support in the form of
food and medicine as opposed to cash payments,
which had been considered. The program is expected
to remain for a six-month period, and will see rice,
lentils, potatoes and other non-perishable goods given
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to Mizoram authorities to be distributed amongst the
Manipur refugees.

Figures are not certain, but the number of Manipur
residents who have fled to Mizoram has been
confidently placed within the thousands. It has been
reported that the decision of the Central Government
to launch this program came as a surprise to state
authorities, who have received limited support from
the Central Government, who have been hesitant to
acknowledge the violence [see AiR No. 33,
August/2023, 3]. Although the violence has declined
relatively from its peak in July, the situation within
Manipur remains tense as little progress has been
made to resolve the anger between the Meitei and
Kuki tribal groups who disagree on whether the latter
should be given Scheduled Tribe Status (STS) and the
affirmative action policies that come with it.

Locals in Mizoram have shown a charitable spirit
towards those fleeing from Manipur, providing meals
and shelter to those escaping the violence. It remains
to be seen how the strategy of relief from the Central
Government will be implemented, or if the materials
provided will ease the struggles of the domestic
refugees more than a cash payment would have.
[Hindustan Times] [East Mojo]

India: Most anti-Muslim hate speech
linked to Prime Minister Modi’s ruling BJP
party, report claims

(Im) A new report by Hindutva Watch, a Washington-
based research group that monitors hate crimes and
inflammatory speech against religious minorities in
India, has shed light on the prevalence of hate speech
incidents targeting Muslims during the first half of this
year. [South China Morning Post]

The report reveals that the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
India's ruling political party, and its affiliated groups
played a significant role in these hate speech events. A
staggering 80 percent of the documented incidents—
amounting to 255 cases—occurred in states and union
territories governed by the BJP. More than half of the
documented incidents this year were attributed to the
BJP and its associated organizations, including the
Bajrang Dal, Vishwa Hindu Parishad, and Sakal Hindu
Samaj. These groups maintain close ties to the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the ideological
parent of the BJP.

The report is particularly significant because it is the
first of its kind to document hate speech incidents
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against Muslims since India's crime bureau stopped
collecting data on hate crimes in 2017. To compile its
data, Hindutva Watch relied on information from social
media and news outlets, employing data-scraping
techniques to locate verifiable videos of hate speech
events. The research group adhered to the United
Nations' definition of hate speech, categorizing it as
any form of communication that employs prejudiced
or discriminatory language towards a particular group
based on attributes such as religion, ethnicity,
nationality, or race.

The report’s findings underline a concerning trend of
escalating anti-Muslim rhetoric in India since Prime
Minister Narendra Modi assumed power in 2014. The
report also underscores broader concerns among
human rights groups regarding certain policies and
actions in India, such as the 2019 citizenship law, anti-
conversion legislation, the revocation of Kashmir's
special status, demolitions of Muslim properties, and
restrictions on religious attire in schools.

India: Authorities confiscate property of
top Sikh separatist

(Im) India's top investigation agency has seized the
properties of Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, a prominent
Sikh separatist who is wanted on charges of terrorism
and sedition. Pannun, a lawyer believed to be based in
Canada, was designated as a terrorist by Indian
authorities in 2020. He is the founder of Sikhs For
Justice (SFJ), a group advocating for the creation of an
independent Sikh homeland called Khalistan. [South
China Morning Post]

The move comes amid a diplomatic row between India
and Canada sparked by the killing of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, a close ally of Pannun and former head of SFJ's
Canada chapter. Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau suggested that agents of the Indian
government were involved in Nijjar's death, a claim
that India dismissed as "absurd." This led to diplomatic
expulsions and India suspending visa processing for
Canadians. [see entry in this edition]

The Khalistan movement, which seeks an independent
Sikh state, has a history of violence in India,
culminating in the storming of the Golden Temple in
Amritsar in the 1980s and the assassination of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi by Sikh bodyguards. While the
insurgency has been largely subdued, it continues to
be a contentious issue, particularly among the Sikh
diaspora in countries like Canada, Britain, and
Australia. India has outlawed the Khalistan movement
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and designated associated groups as "terrorist
organizations."

India: Kashmir separatist leader released
from four-year house arrest

(Im) A prominent Kashmiri separatist leader, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, has been released from a four-year
house arrest by Indian authorities. Mirwaiz, who is also
the chairman of the All Parties Hurriyat Conference,
Kashmir's main separatist group that advocates for
dialogue between India and Pakistan, had been under
house arrest since August 4, 2019 - a day before New
Delhi's Hindu nationalist government stripped Indian-
administered Kashmir of its limited autonomy and
divided the region into two federally-governed union
territories. [Al Jazeera] [The Straits Times]

India: Terror module busted in Jammu and
Kashmir, five Lashkar terrorists arrested

(hp/Im) In a joint operation by Jammu and Kashmir
police and the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), a
terrorist module linked to the Islamist militant Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT) group was dismantled in the Kulgam
district of the Jammu and Kashmir union territory. Five
LeT terrorists were arrested in the operation, during
which a substantial cache of arms and ammunition
was seized, including pistols, hand grenades, a UBGL
(Under Barrel Grenade Launcher), magazines, and
rounds for pistols and AK-47 rifles. This operation
follows a previous successful effort in August, where
security forces disrupted a terrorist module in North
Kashmir's Bandipora, thwarting the plans of Pakistan-
based terror handlers. [NDTV]

Maldives: Parliament endorses resolution
calling for government system
referendum

(na) On September 20, the Maldivian parliament
unanimously passed a resolution, calling on the
Election Commission to conduct a public referendum
to determine whether to change the current
government system. This decision followed a
recommendation from the Committee of the Whole
House, with 35 members supporting the resolution.
[Avas]
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The initial proposal for this resolution was made by
Labeeb, the Democratic presidential candidate, during
a previous Parliament session on September 13. He
later amended the resolution to set the referendum
date for October 30, which was then directly endorsed
by the parliament. [The Edition 1]

It's worth noting that the presidential system in the
Maldives was established following an election in 2007.
Prior to the formulation of the constitution, Maldivian
citizens were given the opportunity to express their
preference for either a presidential or parliamentary
system of governance, and they overwhelmingly
endorsed the presidential system.

Maldives: Ex-President Yameen confirms
he will vote in presidential runoff

(na) Former Maldivian President Yameen, currently
serving an 11-year prison sentence for money
laundering and bribery charges, has registered to vote
in the upcoming second round of the presidential
election. He had not registered for the initial round,
citing difficulties in making arrangements, but has now
completed the necessary procedures for the second
round. [The Edition]

Yameen is the leader of the main opposition
Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM) and served as the
Maldivian President from 2013 to 2018 before being
defeated by the current President Ibrahim Mohamed
Solih. In August 2023, the Maldives Supreme Court
ruled that Yameen was ineligible to contest the
presidential election [see AIR No. 32, August/2023, 2].

the PPM nominated Dr. Muizzu as its candidate, who
secured the most votes in the initial round with 46
percent, while President Solih received 39 percent. The
second round of the presidential election is scheduled
for September 30.

Maldives: Former tourism minister resigns
from Jumhooree Party

(na) Former Maldivian Tourism Minister, Ali Waheed,
has resigned from the Jumhooree Party (JP) after
meeting with President Solih. He previously served as
the Campaign Agent for JP leader Qasim during the
first round of the presidential election. In a social
media post on September 19, Ali expressed his
gratitude to Qasim but also mentioned his
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commitment to serving the nation despite leaving the
JP. [The Edition]

Ali Waheed has a history of switching political parties
in the Maldives. He initially belonged to the Dhivehi
Rayyithunge Party during Maumoon Abdul Gayoom's
presidency, then joined the Maldivian Democratic
Party (MDP) during President Nasheed's tenure, and
eventually became the President of the JP during
President Yameen's rule.

Nepal: Judicial Council appoints, transfers
judges to fill vacancies

(na) In a recent decision, the Judicial Council has taken
action to address long-standing vacancies in the
district judge positions. With only one candidate
successfully passing the Public Service Commission's
open examination, the Judicial Council decided to fill
the remaining vacancies.

During a meeting chaired by the Chief Justice and
Judicial Council Chairman, a total of 36 individuals from
the judicial service were selected as district judges,
including two women. The selections were based on
criteria such as seniority, merit, and efficiency, with
seven judges chosen for their qualifications and work
capacity. All appointed judges currently hold the
position of undersecretaries within the judicial service.

Notably, individuals serving as under-secretaries in the
judicial service who did not pass the written
examination have also been appointed as district
judges. [My Republica]

Nepal: Investigation underway into
controversial transaction involving Tiger
Palace Resort

(na)The Department of Money Laundering
Investigation (DoMLI) in Nepal is looking into the
purchase and sale of the “Tiger Palace Resort”. On
September 1, the DoMLI asked the police to investigate
this matter. A complaint had been filed earlier,
claiming that the entire investment in the resort was
unlawful. This led the DoMLI to initiate an inquiry
under the Anti-Money Laundering Act.

The investigation involves allegations that the resort
encroached on public land, used government land as
collateral for a loan from the Prime Bank, and inflated
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the cost of imported equipment. The purchase from
Hong Kong is also under scrutiny. [My Republica]

Nepal: Nepal Teachers' Federation ends
protests after agreement on Education
Bill

(na) The Nepal Teachers’ Federation has ended its
protests in Kathmandu after reaching a six-point
agreement with the government. Earlier, the protests
began on September 20, with thousands of teachers
opposing a proposed education bill that they believed
threatened their job security and development. [BBC]
[The Kathmandu Post 1]

Against this backdrop, the agreement was signed
between the government and The Nepal Teachers'
Federation. The agreement includes the government's
commitment to address the teachers' concerns by
revising the bill, ensuring public school teachers' ranks
are listed, forming an expert committee to study
teacher integration and promotion, and providing
social security benefits like civil servants. [The
Kathmandu Post 2]

However, the Relief Quota Teachers' Association
continues to protest, demanding the participation of all
relief quota teachers in internal competitions or
allowing them to teach until retirement. [The
Himalayan Times]

Pakistan: National elections to be held in
January 2024, Election Commission says

(kr/Im) Pakistan’s Election Commission announced on
September 21 that the long-awaited national polls will
be held in the last week of January 2024, marking a
delay of nearly three months. The decision, attributed
to the need for constituency redrawing following a
population census, ends uncertainty about the fate of
the electoral process. [Voice of America] [Reuters]

Since parliament was dissolved on August 9—days
after former prime minister Imran Khan was jailed for
corruption and disqualified from standing for office for
five years—a caretaker government has been in charge
of the South Asian nation.

Elections were due to be held 90 days after the
dissolution of the legislature, but the Election
Commission announced it required more time to
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redraft constituency boundaries in light of the most
recent census. According to the announcement last
week, the final list of new constituencies will be
published on November 30, with elections taking place
in the last week of January 2024, following a 54-day
election campaign.

Against this backdrop, interim Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar in an interview with The Associated Press
on September 23 dismissed the possibility that the
country's powerful military would manipulate the
results to ensure that jailed former premier Imran
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party doesn’t win.
[TIME]

Notably, however, the Election Commission earlier this
month questioned the impartiality of the caretaker
government led by Kakar, who comes from a pro-
military party, saying it appears to be aligned with the
opponents of Khan.

Pakistan: High Court orders authorities to
shift ex-Premier Khan to Adyala Jail

(mha) The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on September
25 ordered authorities to shift former Prime Minister
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan to the Adyala Jail in Rawalpindi, as the
proceedings of a prisoner's trial, who has been booked
in Islamabad, should be conducted at the said prison.
The court's orders came during the hearing of a
petition pertaining to prison facilities provided to the
PTI chief. [Reuters]

Khan has been in detention in Attock since early
August after being convicted of corruption charges.
Although a court suspended his three-year prison
sentence, he remained in custody due to new charges
related to leaking state secrets. Khan alleges that these
charges are a ploy to prevent him from participating in
an upcoming election, a claim denied by authorities.

Meanwhile, before a formal hearing pertaining to
Khan's post-arrest bail plea in the so-called Cipher case
began, the IHC reserved its decision on the request for
in-camera proceedings at the request of the Special
Prosecutor. Earlier, the court had asked only two
lawyers to remain in the courtroom, as it had more
people in the space due to the jail facilities case which
was to be held later. [DAWN]
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Sri Lanka: Parliament holds two day
debate on Channel 4 documentary Easter
Sunday Bombing allegations

(If) The Sri Lankan parliament conducted a two-day
debate from September 21-22 to address allegations
raised in a Channel 4 documentary concerning the
2019 Easter Sunday Bombings, which resulted in the
deaths of 269 people in coordinated attacks on
churches and hotels [see AiR, No. 36, September/2023,
1]. The debate, however, made limited progress in
determining the veracity of the allegations and was
viewed as a futile exercise, particularly by the Catholic
community in Sri Lanka.

A documentary aired by the British television station
Channel 4 alleged that Rajapaksa loyalists, including
Suresh Sallay, the Director General of the State
intelligence Service, had cooperated with ISIL terrorists
to stage the bombings in order to create an
atmosphere of terror which Gotabaya Rajapaksa could
use to his advantage in the 2019 Presidential elections.
[AIR No. 36, September/2023, 1]

Against this backdrop, Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP) MP Samarakoon Mudiyanselage Chandrasena
contended that the parliamentary debate had been
initiated by the opposition political alliance Samagi
Jana Balawegaya (SJB) for political purposes. While not
defending the Rajapaksas or any members of their
cabinet, SLPP MPs urged the nation to await the
findings of a committee established by President
Wickremesinghe to investigate the allegations.

Nalaka Godahewa, the leader of the Freedom People's
Front (FPF) party, advocated for a more expeditious
investigation by authorities to ensure that justice is
achieved and presented to the nation promptly. S|B
leader Sajith Premadasa made similar calls and alleged
connections between the nation's military and the ISIL
cells responsible for the bombings. However,
conflicting statements emerged, with some members
of the ruling United National Party (UNP) arguing that
any connections were the result of infiltration efforts
and should not be considered collaboration but rather
national security efforts.

Father Cyril Gamini Fernando, a member of the
Catholic Church's Communications Unit, stated that
there is "no reason why a fresh probe supervised by
foreign experts cannot follow the two-day debate." He
further emphasized that "another debate in Parliament
will not help find the real perpetrators." [Daily Mirror]
[Sunday Times Sri Lanka] [Adaderana]
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Sri Lanka: Supreme Court find CEB's
refusal to issue solar panel plant permit
illegal

(If) The Supreme Court of Sri Lanka (SCSL) issued a
significant ruling on September 21, declaring the
Ceylon Energy Board's (CEB) decision to deny a permit
to Vavuniya Solar Power for the establishment of a
solar panel electricity generation plant as illegal.

The SCSL emphasized that the CEB's decision
contradicted the company's responsibility to promote
and support green and renewable energy initiatives for
the public good. Consequently, the SCSL ordered the
CEB to grant Vavuniya Solar Power the permit it had
sought. The judgment also criticized the Sri Lanka
Sustainable Energy Authority (SLSEA) for not facilitating
the establishment of the proposed plant and enabling
Vavuniya Solar Power to contribute to the nation's
green energy sector.

The CEB is the largest energy company in Sri Lanka,
responsible for a significant portion of the nation's
electricity generation and distribution. Sri Lanka has
set an ambitious target to achieve 100 percent reliance
on green energy sources by 2050, necessitating a
substantial transformation of the current energy grid
and substantial investments. [Daily Mirror] [Asian
Development Bank]

Sri Lanka: Emirates and Sri Lankan
airlines form partnership amid latter’s
privatization process

(Ify Emirates and Sri Lankan Airlines entered into a
reciprocal interline agreement on September 19,
allowing passengers to connect between the two
airlines more seamlessly. This partnership facilitates
travel for passengers who can book flights involving
both airlines on a single ticket and have their luggage
transferred between flights. [Daily Mirror] [Business
Traveller]

The collaboration is significant and comes amidst
reports in early September suggesting that Emirates
was considering an investment in Sri Lankan Airlines as
the latter undergoes privatization [see AiR, No. 37,
September/2023, 2]

Sri Lanka: President Wickremesinghe
speaks with Meta’s Nick Clegg on bringing
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Al sector to Sri Lanka

(If) Sri Lanka's President Ranil Wickremesinghe had a
meeting with Nick Clegg, President of Global Affairs for
Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram,
in New York on September 20. The discussions covered
various topics related to internet safety, security in Sri
Lanka, and the potential for the growth of the artificial
intelligence (Al) sector in the country.

President Wickremesinghe outlined his nation’s efforts
to combat hate speech and misinformation online,
describing the nation’s proposed ‘Online Safety’ Law,
which is currently being considered. The bill would see
a commission created which would determine the
‘truth’ if certain matters and monitor the reporting of
critical stories online. This ‘truth’ can be challenged by
concerned parties within Sri Lanka’s Supreme Court.

The bill is largely unpopular within Sri Lanka, as a
number of prominent politicians, including opposition
leader Sajith Premadasa, describing the proposed law
as anti-democratic and authoritarian. President
Wickremesinghe however disagrees with this
interpretation, and his discussion of the bill with Mr.
Clegg signifies his confidence in the law.

The two also discussed Al technology, as Mr. Clegg
briefed President Wickremesinghe on Meta's
advancements within the field. Both parties discussed
the potential for Sri Lanka to host Al technology
developments, through the nation’s universities. Little
detail was provided on a path forward for this
proposed collaboration, but the president outlined his
confidence that Al was a crucial technology that would
assist in the battle against climate change. [Daily
Mirror] [Economy Next]

Constitutional Law and

-Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in
Southeast Asia
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Cambodia: Draft law on establishment of
inspection ministry and border affairs
state agency approved

(pm) The draft law on the establishment of the Ministry
of Inspection and the Secretariat for Border Affairs
passed Cambodia’s Senate by a unanimous vote of all
fifty-nine senators on September 21.

The Ministry of Inspection is part of the efforts in the
first phase of the Pentagon Strategy that focuses on
enhancing the capacities in governance and
institutions. The Pentagon Strategy is the recently
adopted government blueprint that outlines the key
priorities to achieve economic growth, job creation,
equity, efficiency and sustainability [see AIR No. 35
August/2023, 5].

Replacing the National Authority for Border Affairs, the
Secretariat of State for Border Affairs will be equipped
with a full management structure with additional staff
and expertise in technical, national, international and
other related fields to enhance the effectiveness in
resolving border issues with neighboring countries.
[Khmer Times 1]

Meanwhile, the Cabinet approved the draft national
strategy on informal economy development 2023-
2028, along with two reports on the progress of the
preparation of mechanisms for the immediate
implementation of the six priority policies in 2023.

The move enables widening the coverage of the equity
fund and healthcare services with low service fees. It
will also allow the government to provide free-of-
charge vocational training to 1.5 million people, along
with USD 70 allowance per month each and free job
consultation services.

Further, poor and vulnerable people will be provided
with a comprehensive social protection system from
any forms of potential risks, while workers in the
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informal economy will also receive support, according
to the plans of the government.

The national strategy on informal economy
development 2023-2028 allows for a transition period
during which the government and the business owners
work with each other on capacity building and
business development to ensure workers in the
informal sector have a sufficiently strong foundation to
be enter into the formal system of the economy.
[Khmer Times 2]

Cambodia: Interior ministry agrees on
meeting Candlelight Party over party’'s
failed election registration

(pm) The Ministry of Interior has agreed to receive five
representatives of the Candlelight Party (CP) to sort out
the lost original registration document of the party.

CP was disqualified from the July election due to the
failure of submitting the registration document.

The party claims that they lost the document in 2017
when the headquarters of the Cambodia National
Rescue Party (CNRP) - dissolved by the Cambodian
Supreme Court in 2017 - was raided by authorities over
suspicion that the CNRP was colluding with a foreign
state to topple the government.

CP hopes to solve the problem to be able to contest in
future elections. But hopes are low, as the party
suspects a political agenda behind the party
registration document issue. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: Prominent Candlelight
Party leader sentenced to 18 months in
prison

(pm) Thach Setha, prominent leader in the opposition
Candlelight Party, has been sentenced to 18 months in
prision after he was found guilty of issuing worthless
checks four years ago.

Setha still faces charges of ncitement to commit a
felony and discrimination based on race, religion or
nationality.

Just before the July general election, Setha was taken
into custody. The move was seen by critics of the
regime as part of a broader efforts to ensure that the
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long-ruling Cambodian People’s Party would contest
in the election without fear of any serious
opposition. [AP_ News]

Indonesia: TikTok user sentenced to jail
over pork video

(ss) An Indonesian court has sentenced Lina Lutfiawati,
who goes by the name Lina Mukherjee and identifies
as Muslim, to two years in jail for posting a TikTok
video in which she uttered an Islamic phrase before
consuming pork, which is strictly prohibited in Islam.
[BBC]

The video garnered millions of views and ignited a
controversy, resulting in accusations of spreading
hateful information and acts of hostility based on
ethnicity, religion, and race.

Some conservative groups and the Ulema Council
condemned the video as blasphemous. This case
underscores the ongoing debate surrounding
Indonesia's blasphemy laws, which have been criticized
for their misuse against religious minorities. [India
Today]

Meanhwile, in a move aimed at ensuring healthy and
fair elections, the General Election Supervisory Agency
(Bawaslu) in Indonesia has signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with the video-sharing social
media platform TikTok.

The primary objective of this collaboration is to
proactively mitigate the spread of hate speech and
misinformation during the period preceding the 2024
General Elections and to offer informational and
instructional material pertaining to general elections,
with the aim of serving as a dependable source of
information for voters, particularly those who are
participating in elections for the first time or belong to
the younger demographic. [Antara News]

Indonesia: Human Rights Commission
investigates violence during protest in
Rempang

(ss) The Indonesian National Commission on Human
Rights (Komnas HAM) has identified indications of
human rights violations committed during clashes
between civilians and officers on Rempang Island, Riau


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-oh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-ok/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-ou/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-ou/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-bl/

Islands, earlier this month announced that it would
need mor time to investigate.

The clashes occurred during demonstrations staged to
protest the relocation of villages on Rempang Island to
allow the development of the Rempang Eco-City [see
AiR No. 37, September/2023, 2].

The violations the Commission is

investigating encompass various aspects, including civil
and political rights, economic and social rights, and the
rights of marginalized or vulnerable

populations. [Kompas] [The Jakarta Post]

Lao PDR: Luang Prabang families
relocated as Laos-China railway project
progresses

(ws) The Laos-China Railway Company has relocated
the residents of Buam-Or village in Xiengngeun district,
Luang Prabang province. This relocation was
necessitated by the Laos-China Railway Project, which
had marked the area for railway construction.

Since the commencement of railway corridor
construction, 103 families totaling 412 people had to
vacate the region.

As part of the relocation effort, each family received
compensation in the form of land and houses. [Laotian
Times]

Malysia: Unity Government claims to
table Fiscal Responsbility Act again to
combat rising distrust

(ic) Speaking to investors in New York on September
21, Prime Minister (PM) Anwar Ibrahim outlined the
Malaysian government's plans to present a bill for the
Fiscal Responsibility Act to Parliament in October. It
would aim to be passed one week before
parliamentary debates on Malaysia’s 2024 budget
begin in mid-October.

Anwar stated that the core elements of the law would
be an improvement of financial procedures,
procurement policies, and ease of doing business in
Malaysia. [The Vibes]
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Malaysia: Mahathir as economic advisor
to SG4

(ic) On September 15, former PM Mahathir Mohamad
was appointed as the economic advisor of the “State
Government 4" (SG4), an unofficial grouping of state
governments controlled by opposition coalition
Perikatan Nasional (PN). [Straits Times]

He travelled to Kedah on September 20 to brief
government leaders on his proposed economic
development plan. [Malay Mail]

Analysts are split over whether the appointment of
former PM Mahathir is paving the way for him to
replace Muhyiddin as Perikatan Nasional's (PN) leader,
or merely borrowing his name to appear more
moderate and thereby obtain investor confidence in
those parts of Malaysia. [Free Malaysia Today] [New
Straits Times] [The Vibes]

PN is helmed by two major parties, the Malaysian
United Indigenous Party (BERSATU) and Malaysian
Islamic Party (PAS); Muhyiddin, president of
BERSATU, is the standing leader of the coalition
despite PAS holding more seats in federal and state
governments than BERSATU.

Myanmar: Trusted general of junta leader
sacked

(ha) Lieutenant General Moe Myint Tun has been
sacked over a corruption investigation. He is suspected
of accepting millions of dollars in bribes from
businessmen.

A protege of junta leader Min Aung Hlaing and number
six in the Myanmar army, Moe Myint Tun had served
as chairman of the committee that supervises the
foreign investment trade and foreign exchange sector
in the military council's government before he was
arrested earlier his month. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Thousands of locals displaced
by heavy fighting between TNLA and junta
army in Northern Shan State

(ha) In many parts of Northern Shan State, clashes
between the Ta'ang National liberation Army (TNLA)
and the Myanmar junta army erupted, forcing
thousands of residents to flee their homes.
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TNLA troops attacked and seized five military junta
outposts near Mogoke town and one outpost near
Muse town. Heavy fighting took place near Kutkai town
and the highway to Muse town. The military junta
forces retaliated with airstrikes with heavy weapons.
[The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Dozens of people missing after
military junta aid ship capsized in Sagaing

(ha) On September 19, a military junta support vessel
sank, leaving dozens of passengers reported missing.

The support ship was carrying more than 100
passengers when it drowned in the Chindwin River on
Min Kin Township, after hitting a rock in the river and
sank, and so far, only a few passengers have been
rescued.

According to the locals, the ship belonged to the
military council's support team accompanied by two
military combat vessels and barges transporting junta
reinforcements and supplies. It is said that most of the
passengers were employees from various offices of the
military junta government, including students and
teachers. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Resistance force attacks and
seizes junta outpost

(ha) On September 20, the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA) attacked and seized a military junta base in
Kachin State.

The outpost was attacked by KIA for five hours. Ten
junta army soldiers were killed, and two junta army
soldiers were arrested, KIA announced.

According to KIA's statement, a large amount of
ammunition was seized, and the outpost was
destroyed by fire.

The military junta tried to attack by airstrike but could
not do so due to weather conditions. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Military Council and RCSS
discuss holding elections in ethnic armed
regions.
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(wn) On September 21, the National Unity and
Peacemaking Coordination Committee of the Military
Council (NSPNC) and the Reconstruction Council of
Shan State (RCSS) had discussions in Nay Pyi Taw
regarding the possibility of holding elections in
ethnically armed regions.

The NSPNC Secretary of the Military Council, Lt. Gen.
Min Naing, and the RCSS Secretary 1, Swa Sain Ning,

attended the discussion with members of the Central
Executive Committee.

The statement from the military council failed to
specify how they would work with the RCSS to conduct
elections in regions with armed ethnic groups. The
RCSS, an ethnic armed force, is in ongoing peace
discussions with the Military Council under the 2015
National Ceasefire Agreement between the
government of Myanmar and representatives

of various ethnic insurgent groups.

In addition to the election issue, the discussion also
covered topics such as humanitarian assistance in
areas where ethnic armed forces are located, the 2008
constitutional amendment, and economic issues. [RFA
Burmese]

Myanmar: Military council unable to
govern some towns in Karen State, KNU
claims

(wn) According to the Karen National Union, a political
organization with an armed wingt hat claims to
represent the Karen people of Myanmar, the military
council administration is breaking down in some towns
in Karen State that has been seeing strong armed
resistance for more than two years since the military
takeover.

In these towns, there are no military council's
departmental administrative institutions, only military
camps remain, with military council members living
inside the camps and unable to do administrative
work.

The Karen State borders Thailand and is a crucial trade
region with seven townships. [Myanmar-Now]

Philippines: Freed activists accuse Army of
abduction
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(Ib) Environmental activists Jonila Castro and Jhed
Tamano, who had gone missing for over two weeks in
the Philippines, were released.

They had been working with coastal communities
opposed to reclamation activities in Manila Bay. Their
disappearance on September 2 led to accusations of
abduction by the Philippine military, which the
authorities repeatedly denied.

However, they were released shortly after appearing at
a government-organized press conference where they
accused the military of abducting them.

At the press conference, Castro and Tamano
contradicted the official version of events, stating that
they were abducted by the military and were forced to
surrender under threats. [Aljazeera]

In response, the Philippine Army announced that it is
preparing charges against the two environmental
activists.

Army chief Lt. Gen. Roy Galido denied the activists'
accusations and stated that they had voluntarily
sought military protection and expressed their desire
to leave the communist movement. [Benar News]

Philippines: Divorce bill an uphill battle

(Ib) The Philippine Senate committee has approved a
consolidated measure that allows for absolute divorce
based on various grounds.

However, Senator Raffy Tulfo expressed his belief that
the proposal faces significant challenges in the Senate,
citing religion as a major factor. He noted that many
senators are influenced by religious considerations,
and some may hesitate to support divorce due to
pressure from their pastors and the church. [PhilStar
Global]

Singapore: Over 1,400 attend climate rally
highlighting pervasive impact of climate
change

(Ib/Im) Over 1,400 people attended the SG Climate
Rally in Hong Lim Park, Singapore, to call for stronger
climate action and climate justice. The rally focused on
ensuring that vulnerable communities are not left
behind in Singapore's efforts to address climate
change. Speakers highlighted the unequal impacts of
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climate change, particularly on low-income families,
migrant workers, and delivery workers who have
limited access to air conditioning. The event also
featured booths run by environmental and social
groups and allowed attendees to write postcards to
MPs about climate-related concerns. [ChannelNews
Asia]

Singapore: Son of Singapore’s former
prime minister charged with false trading
offenses

(Ib) Goh Jin Hian, the former CEO of New Silkroutes
Group Ltd and the son of former Singapore Prime
Minister Goh Chok Tong, has been charged with false
trading offenses. He is accused of conspiring with
three others to create a misleading appearance of the
price of the company's securities on multiple trading
days between February and August 2018. [TIME]

Koh is also accused of pushing up the price of the
securities by placing orders and executing trades using
his bank investment account. If convicted, he and the
others could face up to seven years in jail and a fine of
up to USD 183,000 on each charge.

Thailand: Government seeks to keep
number of referendums concerning
charter rewrite to a minimum

(ak/lm) The Thai government aims to minimize the
number of referendums needed for any constitutional
revisions in order to reduce costs, Deputy Prime
Minister Phumtham Wechayachai said on September
22. Phumtham, tasked with assembling a panel to
design the referendum, also revealed that the
government intends to limit the panel's size to no
more than 30 members, comprising lawmakers and
professionals from various fields. Potential members
include Pongthep Thepkanchana, a former chief
strategist of the ruling Pheu Thai party, academics such
as Ekkachai Chainuwat, Siripan Nogsuan Sawasdee,
and Nikorn Chamnong of the Chartthaipattana Party.
[Bangkok Post 1]

In 2021, the Constitutional Court ruled that obtaining
public approval is a mandatory step for any substantial
modification to the constitution. This process involves
an initial referendum to validate the proposed
changes, followed by another referendum to confirm
public acceptance of the revised content. However,
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some experts suggest that the constitutional revision
process might require more than two rounds of
referendums. If a charter drafting committee is to be
directly elected, it may necessitate additional public
voting.

Meanwhile, the government has already announced its
intention to leave Chapters 1 and 2 of the Constitution
unaltered. Chapter 1 contains section defining
Thailand as a single, indivisible kingdom with a
democratic regime and the King as the head of state.
Chapter 2 stipulates sections pertaining to royal
prerogatives.

Speaking against this backdrop, former Deputy Prime
Minister Wussanu Krea-ngam told reporters on
September 25 that any new constitution draft may be
fine-tuned to cancel the requirement for referendums
on possible amendments. [Bangkok Post 2]

Thailand: Jailed ex-Premier Thaksin as
role to play after prison term, Prime
Minister Sreetha says

(Im) Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has
expressed his belief that former leader Thaksin
Shinawatra could play a role in the government once
he is freed from prison. [Bloomberg]

Thaksin, who served as prime minister from 2001 until
a coup in 2006, continues to wield significant influence
in Thai politics, despite being found guilty in absentia
and spending years in exile. His return to Thailand in
August marked a pivotal moment in the country's
political landscape, with Srettha’s election as prime
minister seen as part of a broader understanding
between the royalist pro-military establishment and
Thaksin.

Senator Somchai Sawangkarn, in response to Srettha's
comments, acknowledged Thaksin's past
accomplishments but pointed out that he had been
convicted in three cases, resulting in an initial eight-
year prison sentence later reduced to one year due to
a royal pardon. Senator Somchai also urged the prime
minister to carefully consider the implications of
having Thaksin as an advisor. [Bangkok Post]

In parallel developments, the Senate's Committee on
Human Rights, Freedom, and Consumer Protection
recently convened a meeting with the Department of
Corrections and the Police General Hospital to address
concerns regarding Thaksin's treatment and rights. The
meeting aimed to ascertain whether the former
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premier's care and rights were in compliance with the
law. The Committee also confirmed that Thaksin will
become eligible for parole in February of the coming
year. [The Thaiger]

Thailand: Political parties agree on
allocation of chairperson posts across 35
parliamentary committees

(ak) In Thailand, after extensive negotiations among
political parties holding seats in the House of
Representatives, an agreement has been reached on
the allocation of chairperson's posts across 35 House
committees.

Following these negotiations, the Move Forward Party,
with 151 MPs, will take the helm of 11 House
committees, while the ruling Pheu Thai Party, with 141
MPs, will chair 10 House committees, including the
crucial panel responsible for the prevention and
suppression of corruption. The Pheu Thai Party also
anticipates chairing other significant panels, such as
those related to transport, tourism, public health, and
the committee on House of Representatives affairs.

Conversely, the Move Forward Party will assume
leadership of less sought-after House committees,
including those focused on the state budget, political
development, and public participation. The
Bhumijaithai Party will be responsible for chairing five
House committees, covering areas such as education,
administration, labor, and addressing natural
disasters.

The Palang Pracharate Party is set to chair three House
committees, which will address sports, debt issues,
and farm produce prices. The Democrat Party will chair
two House committees focused on intellectual
property and police affairs. The coalition United Thai
Nation Party will assume the leadership of two House
committees dedicated to energy and industry.
Additionally, it will share the chairmanship of the
House committees responsible for court affairs with
the Move Forward Party throughout the four-year
term.

Finally, Chart Thai Pattana and Prachachat parties will
each chair one House committee. These committees
will oversee areas such as children, women, the
elderly, individuals with disabilities, minority groups,
LGBTQ+ issues, as well as justice and human rights.

The selection of final nominees for MPs to serve on
these House committees is slated for completion by
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September 27. Subsequently, the first meeting will be
convened on September 28, during which the
chairpersons and other key positions will be
determined. [Nation Thailand]

Thailand: Opposition Move Forward Party
names new leader

(ws/Im) Thailand's opposition Move Forward Party
(MFP) has appointed a new leader, Chaithawat
Tulathon, following the resignation of former leader
Pita Limjaroenrat. However, Chaithawat has
emphasized that his leadership is temporary, as Pita
cannot currently serve as a lawmaker in parliament
due to legal reasons. Pita will continue to advise the
party and manage activities outside parliament. [Al
Jazeera]

The MFP secured the most seats in parliament during
this year's election. However, the party was unable to
form a government due to opposition from
conservative lawmakers and an unelected senate. Pita
stepped down as party leader earlier this month amid
various legal and legislative challenges. He was
suspended from parliament in July over allegations
that he owned shares in a media company, a claim he
denies.

Chaithawat has a background in environmental
engineering and has been involved in Thailand's
progressive political movement for over five years. He
co-founded MFP's predecessor party and will now lead
the party as it assumes the role of the opposition in
parliament. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Deputy House Speaker mulls
expulsion from opposition Move Forward
Party to retain post

(ws) Padipat Santipada has expressed his desire to
retain the position of House deputy speaker. To
achieve this, he is considering being expelled from the
Move Forward Party (MFP). This move would allow the
MFP to assume its role as the opposition leader in the
parliament.

According to Section 106 of the charter, the opposition
leader in the parliament is selected from the largest
party that does not involve in the government,
meaning that MPs from the party cannot serve as
cabinet ministers, House speaker, or deputy speaker.
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Therefore, as long as Padipat remains a member of the
MFP and holds the deputy speaker position, the MFP
cannot lead the opposition.

To navigate around this restriction, the MFP is
contemplating expelling Padipat. This would enable
him to join another party while retaining his position as
deputy speaker, thus freeing the MFP's new leader to
serve as the opposition leader.

In response to this possibility, the Fair Party, consisting
of one MP and closely aligned with the MFP, has
expressed its willingness to accept Padipat if he is
expelled. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Member of Democrat Party’'s
Executive Committee resigns from party

(Im) Mallika Boonmeetrakool Mahasook, a Democrat
Party list-MP and member of the party’'s executive
committee, announced her resignation on September
20. She said that she had no problems with the party,
which has been plagued with internal rifts and has so
far failed twice to elect a new leader due to a lack of
quorum. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: A deputy police chief cries foul
after his home is raided for gambling
investigation

(Im) Police in Thailand have raided the Bangkok
residence of Police Gen. Surachate Hakparn, one of the
country's four deputy national police chiefs. Surachate
Hakparn is a contender to become the next chief of
Thailand's national police, a position that is expected
to be filled soon. Thus, the raid has raised questions
about the timing and motivations behind the
operation, with Surachate suggesting it may be related
to the appointment of the new national police chief.
[Associated Press]

The raid is part of an investigation following a bust of a
major network of illegal online gambling operations,
with several arrests made in June and July. Arrest
warrants were issued for another 23 people, including
eight police officers who were arrested during the
recent raid.

Surachate, who was not named in a warrant and was
not taken into custody, filed a complaint with the
Criminal Court on September 26 alleging contempt of
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court in the police application for a warrant that
allowed them to search several houses he uses the
previous day. [Bangkok Post 1]

In light of these developments, Deputy police chief Pol.
Gen. Torsak Sukvimol is strongly tipped to be named
the new national police chief on September 27. Torsak
has a background in various key positions within the
police force, including serving as the commander of
the Police Royal Guards 904 Division, becoming a
deputy chief of the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB),
and ultimately being promoted to deputy chief.
[Bangkok Post 2]

In related developments, Prime Minister Srettha
Thavisin said on September 26 he had set up a panel
to investigate the alleged police involvement in online
gambling operations. The panel is headed by Chatchai
Promlert, a former permanent secretary for interior,
and will also comprise a former deputy attorney-
general and a former deputy national police chief.
[Bangkok Post 3]

Thailand: Graft case filed against prime
minister’s chief adviser

(Im) The Office of the Attorney-General has reportedly
filed charges against Kittirat Na Ranong, the chief
adviser to Thailand’s Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin.
The case centers on allegations of corruption related
to the selection of a local supplier for rice exports to
Indonesia in 2021. During that period, Kittirat held the
position of commerce minister under then-Prime
Minister Yingluck Shinawatra. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Key figure of now-defunct
Future Forward party given lifetime ban
for contesting elections

(ws/Im) The Supreme Court’s Criminal Division for
Political Office Holders has permanently disqualified
Pannika Wanich from contesting elections. Pannika,
one of the key figures in the now-defunct Future
Forward party, faced this disqualification due to a
picture she posted online 13 years ago, which was
deemed disrespectful to the monarchy. The charges
were originally filed against her in June 2019 by
Srisuwan Janya. On September 20, the Supreme Court
found Pannika guilty of breaching ethical standards
expected of someone in a political position.
[ThaiPBSWorld]
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Pannika was a prominent member of the Future
Forward party, and following the party's dissolution by
the Constitutional Court in 2020, she, along with other
party members, was banned from participating in
elections for a decade.

Thailand: Activist who called for royal
reform jailed for four years

(Im) A Thai court has sentenced activist and lawyer
Anon Nampa to four years in prison and imposed a
fine of roughly USD 550 for making a taboo-breaking
call for royal reform during protests three years ago.

The charges against Anon stem from a protest in
October 2020 when he called for the resignation of
then-Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha and a new
constitution. Anon's lawyer has stated that they plan to
appeal the ruling. [Al Jazeera]

Thailand: Prime Minister Sreetha vows to
end 'free use' of cannabis within six
months

(ak/Im) Thailand's Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has
announced plans to revise the existing cannabis laws
within a six-month timeframe to restrict the use to
medical purposes, aiming to address the proliferation
of dispensaries selling cannabis since the country
decriminalized the drug in 2022. Srettha emphasized
that recreational use would not be permitted,
indicating a need for tighter controls. [The Strait
Times]

Since Thailand declassified marijuana as a narcotic, a
regulatory vacuum has allowed approximately 6,000
dispensaries to emerge across the country, selling a
range of cannabis products, including those with low
levels of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the psychoactive
compound in cannabis. Thai farmers are also
permitted to cultivate cannabis upon registering with
the Food and Drug Administration. However, the
unregulated industry has faced issues such as
uncontrolled imports and price fluctuations.

While there is broad agreement within the 11-party
coalition government led by Srettha about restricting
cannabis use, the exact approach remains uncertain.
The Pheu Thai Party, which leads the coalition, has
previously campaigned against the decriminalization of
cannabis but is now working with the Bhumijaithai
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Party, led by Anutin Charnvirakul, who advocates a
plan to reintroduce legislation for stricter industry
monitoring rather than classifying cannabis as a
narcotic.

The move to reimpose controls on cannabis has not
significantly impacted the industry, as the medicinal
benefits of cannabis make it challenging to distinguish
between medical and recreational use. Some believe
that stricter regulation could help avoid a "free-for-all"
situation while acknowledging that the status of
cannabis in Thailand remains uncertain.

Thailand: Interior Ministry compiles list of
local mafia leaders

(ws) In response to the recent shooting of a highway
police officer at the residence of a prominent local
figure, Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has
initiated an effort to compile a list of suspected
influential politicians with ties to organized criminal
groups, and illegal activities. Currently, this
comprehensive screening of local leaders connected to
influential criminal networks is 20-30 percent
completed on a national scale. [Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Deputy Prime Minister Somsak
wants more gambling legalized to raise
tax revenue

(Im) Deputy Prime Minister Somsak Thepsutin has
suggested the legalization of additional forms of
gambling to generate tax revenue that can be used to
support those in need. Somsak, who also serves as the
head of the justice ministry, has instructed officials to
explore the feasibility of this proposal, which will later
be presented to the cabinet for consideration.
[Bangkok Post]

International Relations,
Geopolitics and Security
in Asia
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UN High Seas Treaty enters into force
after 81-party ratification

(Im) The High Seas Treaty, officially known as the
agreement on Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction
(BBNJ), was signed in New York on September 20,
marking a significant milestone in multilateral efforts.
This treaty, which complements the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), addresses
various aspects related to marine biodiversity beyond
national jurisdiction. It covers the conservation and
sustainable use of marine resources, marine genetic
resources and benefit-sharing, Area Based
Management Tools (ABMT) including marine protected
areas, environmental impact assessments (EIA), and
capacity-building and the transfer of marine
technology (CB&TMT). [France24]

The treaty was adopted in June 2023 during the
Intergovernmental conference on an international
legally binding instrument under UNCLOS. It will enter
into force 120 days after the deposit of the sixtieth
instrument of ratification, approval, acceptance, or
accession. With 81 signatories and ratifications already,
the treaty is set to enter into force soon. [Safety4Sea]

China at the 78th Session of the United
Nations General Assembly

(ic) Chinese Vice President Han Zheng traveled to New

York City for the 78t Session of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA 78).

There, he called for opposition to “hegemonism”, using
language that all but called the US by name. He also
reiterated China's position on Taiwan as well as its
openness to the world. Reaffirming that “China is firm
in upholding the legitimate rights and interests of
developing countries,” Han identified China as part of
the Global South, a key association at a time marked


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-mr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-my/

by displeasure from the Global South over the
deadlock at multilateral institutions.

Notably, neither Chinese President Xi Jinping nor
Foreign Minister Wang Yi attended the assembly.
[CNN] [Reuters 1] [South China Morning Post]
[Associated Press] [Permanent Mission of the People’s
Republic of China to the UN]

On the sidelines of the General Assembly, Han held
several bilateral meetings.

US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken met Han on
September 18, where they agreed on open lines of
communications between both sides, as well as
discussing key international crises like the Russian war
in Ukraine and the Taiwan straits dispute. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, China,_in Chinese] [Reuters 2]

On September 19, US Special Presidential Envoy for
Climate John Kerry would also meet with Han, arguing
for China to play a stronger role in climate affairs.
[Reuters 3]

China was the subject of statements made by other
global and regional powers at the summit. The
Philippines, Japan, and the US discussed trilateral
cooperation over disputed territory in the South China
Sea. [CNN Philippines]

Solomon Islands Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare
has also publicly snubbed the US in favor of China, by
declining to attend a gathering of Pacific Islands
leaders in Washington DC after UNGA 78. He praised
China as a development and strategic partner in a
plenary speech. [ABC News]

China issues white paper on global
community of shared future

(ic) On September 26, the Chinese State Council
Information Office released a white paper titled "A
Global Community of Shared Future: China's Proposals
and Actions".

The white paper, employing notions of a global
community, calls for multilateral cooperation; in
response to allegations in recent years of China being
a revisionist power aspiring for hegemony, it states:
“There is no iron law that dictates that a rising power
will inevitably seek hegemony.”

It also pushes its three key multilateral initiatives - the
Global Development Initiative (GDI), Global Security
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Initiative (GSI), and Global Civilization Initiative (GCI).
[Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China]

Chinese news media, drawing on the white paper,
articulated a vision of international affairs that rose
above “bloc politics” and did away with the notion of
Western liberal democracy as universal ideal.

Thus, according to these reports, the concept of
hegemony itself is challenged and the countries that
claim China aspires towards hegemony are in fact
seeking it themselves. [CGTN] [China Daily] [Global
Times] [Xinhua]

China, Japan, South Korea agree on
resumption of trilateral summit

(ic) On September 26, senior diplomats from China,
Japan, and South Korea agreed to hold a trilateral
summit between their countries' leaders at the
“earliest possible time”.

Seoul will host the meeting this year, and according to
reports from Japanese broadcaster TBS, they will be
looking to hold the meeting in late December.

The planned summit picks up on the regional high-
level talks between the three countries that had been
held on a semi-regular basis since 2008 and
suspended after 2018 because of the Covid-19
pandemic.

It would be the eighth such summit. [Reuters]

The agreement comes at a time when both Japan and
South Korea are increasing their security cooperation
with the US as reflected in their meeting at Camp
David in August widely seen as marking a new chapter
in trilateral cooperation, as the three countries
established an institutional basis to cement trilateral
security cooperation [see AIR No. 34, August/2023, 4].

India seeks to advocate for interest of
Global South on sidelines of UN General
Assembly

(If/Im) India’s External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
announced on September 25 that New Delhi and the
United Nations (UN) were launching a capacity-building
initiative that would allow for the South Asian nation to
share its development resources and technologies with
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countries in the global south. The initiative aims to
maximize the output of India’s G20 presidency, which
has placed a heavy emphasis on developed nations
assisting lower-income countries meet goals relating to
renewable energy and technology.

It has not been announced where the program will be
launched, but it is likely that the initial nations to
receive attention will be those within South Asia,
aligning with Prime Minister Modi's ‘neighborhood first’
policy of development. Countries like Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Bhutan and Nepal have seen Indian friendship
efforts increase in recent times, but the program is
also likely to engage nations in the Caribbean and
Eastern Africa, areas that India has flagged for
increasing collaboration. [India Today] [Times of India]

In separate developments, Jaishankar held bilateral
talks with UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on
September 25. In his discussions with Guterres, the
Indian top diplomat expressed appreciation for the
secretary-general's strong commitment to reforming
international financial institutions, such as the World
Bank and International Monetary Fund. [The Hindu]

Additionally, Jaishankar met with the President of the
UN General Assembly, Dennis Francis, during which
they discussed India's G20 presidency and ways to give
the “Global South its due on crucial issues”.

Japan-UN: Prime Minister Kishida vows to
lead global nuclear disarmament efforts
at UN General Assmebly

(dqgl) Addressing the UN General Assembly at it 78th
session held last week, Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida reaffirmed that Japan's commitment to leading
efforts to put the struggling global nuclear
disarmament movement back on track, calling on
nuclear weapons states to engage in discussions with
non-nuclear weapons states.

He further suggested resuming discussion on the 1993
Fissile Materials Cutoff Treaty (FMCT) that prohibits the
further production of fissile material for nuclear
weapons or other explosive devices. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Japan] [AP News]

The FMCT was proposed in 1993 by the US President
Bill Clinton but has never entered negotiations at the
UN.
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Indonesia-UN: Foreign Minister
Marsudi advocates global solidarity and
collective responsibility at UN General
Assembly

(ss) Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi
delivered a speech at the United Nations General
Assembly in New York on September 23, 2023,
emphasizing the significance of global solidarity and
collective responsibility.

Drawing inspiration from the 1955 Asian-African
Conference's Bandung Principles, which championed
human rights, national sovereignty, and international
cooperation, Minister Retno called for a global
leadership approach focused on listening, fostering
connections, and upholding international law.

She highlighted the erosion of trust and solidarity
worldwide, which poses challenges to achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals.

Minister Retno proposed three solutions, including the
promotion of collective global leadership, emphasizing
shared responsibility for the world's destiny and
advocating for peaceful conflict resolution. She also
urged action to promote global growth while
addressing issues such as trade discrimination, supply
chain monopolization, and climate change obligations,
with an emphasis on wealthier nations.

Additionally, she stressed the importance of enhancing
regional collaboration, underscoring the role of ASEAN
in promoting peace and economic growth.

The Minister also mentioned ASEAN's ongoing efforts
to address the situation in Myanmar. [Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Indonesia]

Pakistani Prime Minister at the United
Nations General Assembly

(tj) At the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA),
Pakistan's caretaker Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq
Kakar urged world leaders to adopt an indiscriminate
approach towards countering all terrorists, including
the rising threat posed by far-right extremist and
fascist groups, such as Hindutva-inspired extremists.
He highlighted several international, regional, and
domestic issues, including cross-border terrorist
attacks against Pakistan, the Palestine tragedy,
Islamophobia, global economic crises, climate change,
and others.
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Kakar stressed the need for addressing the root causes
of terrorism, including poverty, injustice, and foreign
occupation, while distinguishing genuine freedom
struggles from terrorism. He called for countering all
forms of terrorism, including state terrorism without
discrimination.

He also emphasized the need for the UN Security
Council (UNSC) to ensure the implementation of its
resolutions on Kashmir, which he stated was the key to
peace between Pakistan and India. Kakar called for the
reinforcement of the UN Military Observer Group in
India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) and encouraged global
powers to convince New Delhi to accept Pakistan's
offer for mutual restraint on strategic and conventional
weapons.

Regarding Islamophobia, Kakar mentioned that it had
assumed epidemic proportions after the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, leading to negative profiling of Muslims and
attacks on Islamic sites and symbols. He called for
mutual respect and the sanctity of religious symbols,
scriptures, and personages.

On Afghanistan, Kakar considered peace a strategic
imperative for Pakistan and expressed concern for the
rights of Afghan women and girls. He condemned
cross-border attacks against Pakistan by various
militant groups operating from Afghanistan and
stressed Islamabad's efforts to counter terrorism.

Kakar also discussed Pakistan's commitment to
economic recovery, including initiatives such as the
Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) and the
second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEQ). He called for sustainable development in poor
states through measures like re-channeling unused
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) and resolving the debt
problems of countries in debt distress.

Regarding climate change, Kakar highlighted Pakistan's
vulnerability and mentioned commitments made at
COP28. He welcomed the normalization of Saudi
Arabian-Iranian ties and progress in ending conflicts in
Syria and Yemen but expressed dismay over the
ongoing tragedy in Palestine.

On UN reform, he stated Pakistan's opposition to
adding additional permanent members to the Security
Council and emphasized the need to reduce great-
power rivalry and tensions. Kakar called for effective
multilateralism within the framework of the UN to
address global challenges. [The Express Tribune]
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United States to provide USD 116 million
in humanitarian aid for Bangladesh,
Myanmar

(ps) The United States has pledged an additional USD
116 million in humanitarian aid for Myanmar,
Bangladesh, and the surrounding region to support
Rohingya refugees who fled Myanmar. With this
funding, Washington has now provided over USD 2.2
billion in assistance for those affected by the Rohingya
crisis since August 2017 when a significant number of
Rohingya refugees fled due to violence and
persecution. [Reuters]

Transparency concerns raised about bid
for WHO position by daughter of
Bangladeshi prime minister

(ps) Bangladesh has nominated Saima Wazed, the
daughter of the country's prime minister, to become
the next head of the World Health Organization’s
south-east Asia region. She is one of two candidates
for the position, and the election is expected at the
end of October. However, current and former officials,
as well as health experts in the region, have raised
concerns about the WHO's election process and
questioned Wazed's suitability for the role, calling it
"nepotism." Wazed argues that her advocacy
experience qualifies her for the position. [Financial
Times]

India, United States raise concerns over
Chinese vessel visit with Sri Lanka

(Im) The United States, following India's lead, has
expressed concerns to Sri Lanka regarding the
upcoming visit of a Chinese research vessel named Shi
Yan 6 scheduled for October. During a recent meeting,
Victoria Nuland, the US Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, discussed this matter with Sri Lanka's
Foreign Minister Ali Sabry. Sabry assured Nuland that
Sri Lanka would adhere to a newly established
"Standard Operating Procedure" for all foreign vessels
visiting Sri Lankan ports. [The Hindu]

The Chinese research vessel Shi Yan 6 is embarking on
an "expeditionary voyage" in the eastern part of the
Indian Ocean, departing from Guangzhou, Guangdong
Province. The vessel, organized by the South China Sea
Institute of Oceanology (SCSIO) under the Chinese
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Academy of Sciences, will conduct 28 scientific
research projects involving 13 research teams during
its 80-day sea operation, covering a distance of over
12,000 nautical miles.

Sources in Colombo have confirmed that India had
previously raised concerns about the visit with high-
ranking Sri Lankan officials. The Ministry of Defence in
Sri Lanka has given its clearance for the vessel's visit,
but an official statement from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs is still pending.

Allowing Chinese vessels to visit Sri Lankan ports has
previously strained diplomatic ties with India. Sri Lanka
has sought to reassure India that it won't permit its
territory to be used for activities that could jeopardize
India's security interests in the region.

Sri Lanka’s President Wickremesinghe
speaks with IMF chief as economic review
enters second week

(If) The IMF continued its first twice-yearly review of Sri
Lanka's economic progress following the USD 2.9
billion bailout the organization organized for the
country in March 2023. The review, which began on
September 14 and is set to conclude on September 27,
has analyzed the success of Sri Lanka’s first six months
of debt restructuring and economic reform, in line with
the requirements of the IMF's bailout including
austerity policies, transparent taxation policy and anti-
corruption measures. [see AR, No. 38,
September/2023, 3]

As IMF personnel continued to liaise with figures from
the Ministry of Finance and other Sri Lankan economic
institutions, President Wickremesinghe held a meeting
with IMF Chief Kristalina Georgieva on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly meeting in New York.
Speaking directly with the head of the institution, Sri
Lanka's president gave a summary of the nation’s
financial sector reforms, aimed at ending the
corruption that plagued the nation’s economy during
the era of Rajapaksa rule, and his government'’s efforts
to restructure the country’s debt with major creditors.
The IMF chief expressed her satisfaction with the goals
of the government’s economic reforms, and
commended the nation'’s efforts to curb inflation,
bolster tourism and rebuild foreign currency reserves.

President Wickremesinghe is set to meet with IMF
representatives when he returns to Colombo during
the final week of the review. This meeting will reveal
whether Sri Lanka has ‘passed’ the review and release
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a sum of USD 338 million if successful. Promising signs
of Sri Lanka’s economic recovery, such as repaying its
debt to Bangladesh during the week, indicate that the
nation may be on the rise, but the IMF's lofty standards
for more transparency in the nation’s financial sector
have to be satisfied for this sum to be released. [Daily
Mirror] [Sri Lanka Mirror]

Sri Lanka’s UN envoy comes under
criticism for including MPs without
ministerial role

(If) Concern has been expressed in Sri Lanka regarding
the inclusion of a number of MPs without ministerial
roles in President Wickremesinghe's entourage to the
United Nations (UN) General Assembly in New York,
during September 18-22. Criticism mostly hit out at the
perceived overspending on travel and accommodation
for MPs, who were interpreted to have added little to
Sri Lanka's presence at the event.

Most controversial among the envoy were three MPs
from the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP) party,
which is led by former Prime Minister Dinesh
Gunawardena, and two MPs from the political alliance
Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB), the country’s main
opposition. Sri Lankan citizens wondered why the SLPP
received more representation in the envoy then the
SJB, as the SLPP maintains similar policy positions to
P{resident Wickremesinghe. SB leader Sajith
Premadasa, raised the issue in parliament on
September 21, pointing out that the SLPP MPs who
travelled to New York were not ministers and had been
given the financial privilege of travelling, all expenses
paid, during a time of harsh economic struggle for Sri
Lanka.

It is customary for travelling envoys from most nations
to include some form of representation for opposition
parties, to ensure that the country’s international
relations continue to run smoothly should there be a
change of government. With a Presidential Election set
to take place within Sri Lanka during 2024, the
presence of opposition parties was seen as necessary,
however, the SJB has a differing political platform from
the SLPP, who it has been argued would have had their
political ideas represented adequately by President
Wickremesinghe himself. Critics of the decision to
invite three SLPP MPs speculate the move could be an
effort from the ruling United National Party (UNP) to
win over political allies in anticipation of the election.

Sri Lanka's presence at the UN saw the standard
conduct of diplomatic affairs maintained. The tag-along


https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-ar/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-ar/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-ay/

MPs appeared not to hinder, nor overly benefit, Sri
Lanka's representation at the UN. [Daily Mirror] [News
Wire]

Sri Lankan President Wickremesinghe
speaks for non-aligned nations at United
Nations

(If) Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickrermesinghe
addressed the United Nations (UN) General Assembly
on September 21. Delivering his speech in English, the
president focused his speech on advocating for nations
within the global south and the non-aligned
movement, whilst promoting greater collaboration on
development, sustainability and climate change

action.

The President’s speech, which ran for seventeen
minutes, highlighted the position that country’s like Sri
Lanka found itself in, where shifting global dynamics
were drawing the country in potential conflicts and
regional tensions, whilst issues of poverty and hunger
continue to get worse. Wickremeinghe asserted that
“Global power conflicts are adding economic
uncertainty” to the poorest nations, whilst noting food
and water security continued to decline. Brutally
honest, the president acknowledged that Sri Lanka is a
“climate-vulnerable, debt-ridden nation” that requires
“climate finance”, but went on to maintain that
developed nations were “falling short on their
commitments” to assist the global south with
development efforts.

The President also pledged to lead his nations towards
renewable energy targets and peace, but stopped
short of acknowledging the past violence which has
racked Sri Lanka. Despite increased attention being
placed on the 2019 Easter Sunday Bombings and
reconciliation over the events of the Sri Lankan Civil
War (1983-2009) from UN Human Rights Council
officials, the president instead highlighted the nation’s
neutral stance in international conflicts, and
maintained that great power struggles were drawing
non-aligned nations into difficult situations that were
hard to traverse. [see AR No. 37, September/2023, 2]
The president also emphasized the need for UN
Security Council reform, a common thread throughout
most UN speeches. Wickremesinghe called for
expansion beyond the permanent five members to
present a more diverse and reflective image of the
global security landscape.

The policies put forward by President Wickremesinghe
in the speech highlight his government's priority of
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working with as many international partners as
possible, particularly while Sri Lanka remains in an
economically vulnerable state. The speech towed the
expected line, with little in the way of surprises,
reflecting the president’s self-awareness of the
country’s current position. [Daily Mirror] [United
Nations]

Myanmar-UN: U Kyaw Moe Tun remains
UN Ambassador

(wn) U Kyaw Moe Tun, the UN ambassador of
Myanmar’s civilian government, will remain in the
position for the time after the UN Credentials
Committee has declined to meet although it was
appointed on September 5 with China, Russia, the US,
Andorra, Grenada, Nigeria, Solomon Islands, Suriname
and Togo as members.

The Credentials Committee is responsible for
approving the diplomatic representation of all UN
member states, but its failure to meet since it was
appointed means that existing credentials will continue
to be effective, according to a statement of office of
the President of the General Assembly, told RFA that
the committee had not met since it was appointed.

U Kyaw Moe Tun, a vocal critic of the military regime in
Myanmar, was appointed as UN Ambassador before
the 2021 military coup.

His remaining as UN Ambassador is seen by London-
based Myanmar Accountability Project as a diplomatic
victory for the National Unity Government (NUG).
[REA]

Philippine Securities and Exchange
Commission partners with US counterpart
and Asian Development Bank to combat
crypto fraud

(Ib) The Philippines' Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), in partnership with the United
States Securities and Exchange Commission (US SEC)
and the Asian Development Bank (ADB), has taken
steps to enhance their expertise and strengthen their
enforcement capabilities.

They organized an International Organization of
Securities Commissions (I0SCO) Workshop and a
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specialized Investigation and Enforcement Training
Workshop.

Additionally, the Philippines' SEC has endorsed the
IOSCO Multilateral Memorandum of Understanding,
with a particular focus on combating cryptocurrency-
related crimes. [AGB]

Singapore identity strong enough to
withstand foreign pressures, foreign
affairs minister says

(Ib) Singapore's Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan
addressed concerns about foreign influence
operations within Singapore, particularly related to
China's efforts to influence ethnic Chinese populations
in Southeast Asia, during an interview with CNN
International. He also emphasized Singapore's position
as an honest broker between the United States and
China, pursuing its own national interests while
maintaining relations with both countries. [The Strait
Times]

Singapore has overtaken Hong Kong as
the world's freest economy after 53 years

(Ib) Singapore has surpassed Hong Kong as the world's
freest economy, as reported by the Fraser Institute.
This marks the first time Hong Kong has lost the top
spot since the index began in 1970. The index assesses
economic freedom based on factors like international
trade ease, market competition, and business
regulations.

Hong Kong's decline is attributed to new regulatory
barriers, rising business costs, and restrictions on
foreign labor. China's national security law in Hong
Kong in 2020 has also raised concerns about the city's
autonomy. In contrast, Singapore's rise to the top spot
is due to improvements in government size and
regulation. [CNBC]

Bank of International Settlements to
continue support for State Bank of
Vietnam

(km/Im) The Bank for International Settlements (BIS) is
set to continue its support for the State Bank of
Vietnam (SBV) in advancing payment and financial
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infrastructure development and fostering digital
transformation. This cooperation aims to enhance risk
management within Vietnam's banking sector. Agustin
Carstens, General Manager of BIS, made this
commitment during a meeting with Tran Tuan Anh,
Chairman of the Party Central Committee's Economic
Commission. [VietnamPlus]

Carstens praised Vietnam's economic management
and inflation control in the face of global challenges.
He also acknowledged Vietnam's efforts in stabilizing
the macroeconomy, boosting international integration,
and driving digital transformation and innovation. Both
parties expressed their desire to strengthen
cooperation between BIS and Vietnamese agencies.

Singapore to upgrade its consulate in
Bangladesh to high commission

(ps) Singapore will upgrade its consulate in Dhaka to a
high commission headed by a Charge d'Affaires
starting from October 1. The decision to upgrade the
diplomatic mission was conveyed by Singapore's
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Vivian Balakrishnan, to
his Bangladeshi counterpart Dr. AK Abdul Momen
during a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the 78th
session of the United Nations General Assembly in
New York. [Dhaka Tribune]

During the meeting, Minister Momen also encouraged
increased investment by Singapore in Bangladesh,
particularly in the country's special economic zones,
emphasizing the potential benefits for both nations.
The ministers discussed various aspects of trade
growth and cooperation between the two countries as
well.

Bangladesh, United States hold seventh
meeting of bilateral trade and investment
council

(ps) During the seventh meeting of the United States-
Bangladesh Trade and Investment Cooperation Forum
Agreement (TICFA) Council, the United States
highlighted the significance of workers' rights,
including freedom of association and collective
bargaining, and called for measures to combat
violence against workers and unfair labor practices.
They also discussed Bangladesh's Data Protection Act
(DPA).
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The meeting covered various topics, including labor
reforms, investment climate policies, digital trade,
intellectual property protection, and agricultural
cooperation. The United States encouraged
Bangladesh to extend labor rights to Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) and Export Processing Zones (EPZs)
through amendments to the Bangladesh Labor Act
(BLA). Both countries acknowledged the importance of
intellectual property protection and enforcement and
discussed addressing concerns about counterfeit
clothing. The dialogue will continue before the next
TICFA Council Meeting in 2024. [Dhaka Tribune]

United States visa restrictions for
individuals who undermine election
process in Bangladesh now in effect

(ps) The United States has initiated its visa policy,
which was unveiled earlier in May, pertaining to
individuals involved in undermining democratic
elections in Bangladesh. [The Daily Star] [Dhaka
Tribune]

Washington has not publicly disclosed the names of
individuals affected by the visa restrictions, as visa
records are safeguarded by US law. Nevertheless, it
has been confirmed that these restrictions have been
imposed on members of law enforcement, the ruling
party, the political opposition, members of the
judiciary or media persons.

Visa restrictions have been applied to anyone found to
be undermining democratic elections, encompassing
activities such as vote manipulation, voter intimidation,
deploying violence to obstruct people from exercising
their rights, and employing tactics to hinder political
parties, voters, civil society, or media from
participating in the electoral process.

Upcoming Bangladesh election without
full EU election observation mission

(ps) The European Union has announced it will not
send a full-scale observation mission to Bangladesh for
the country’s upcoming national election due to
concerns about the election environment. This
decision follows an evaluation by an EU exploratory
mission that conducted visits to Bangladesh in January
and July. During the July visit, the mission engaged with
various stakeholders, including the Election
Commission, government officials, law enforcement
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agencies, civil society groups, and journalists. [The
Daily Star]

Bangladesh’s Election Commission has expressed
hopes that the EU will send a smaller sized delegation.
[Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh, Timor-Leste leaders meet at
sidelines of UN General Assembly

(ps) The President of Timor-Leste Dr Jose Ramos-Horta
and Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina have
met at the sidelines of the United Nations General
Assembly on September 20. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh, Germany sign two
cooperation agreements

(ps) Germany and Bangladesh signed two technical
cooperation agreements on September 19. The
agreements targeting working conditions in tanneries
and protection of marine and mangrove areas
respectively both have a budget of up to EUR 4 million
(USD 4.2 million) and end in 2025. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh, Netherlands hold bilateral
meeting at the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly

(ps) The Foreign Minister of Bangladesh has met the
Minister for Foreign Trade and Development
Cooperation of the Netherlands at the sidelines of the

78t UN General Assembly. [X (formerly twitter)]

Bangladesh, Denmark Prime Ministers
meet at sidelines of UN General Assembly

(ps) The Prime Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen
and Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina have
met at the sidelines of the United Nations General
Assembly on September 20. [The Daily Star]

Kuwait Army delegation meets
Bangladesh’s Chief of Army Staff
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(ps) On September 19, a delegation under the
leadership of Major General Khaled Al-Kandari, acting
chief of staff of Kuwait Armed Forces, extended a
courtesy visit to Chief of Army Staff (CAS) General SM
Shafiuddin Ahmed. During the meeting, both sides
highlighted the shared interests and potential avenues
for collaboration between the armed forces of
Bangladesh and Kuwait. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh offers assistance to Sierra
Leone on agriculture, ICT

(ps) The Foreign Minister of Bangladesh has offered
help with agriculture and information and
communication technology (ICT) to his counterpart
from Sierra Leone. The Minister from Sierra Leone
thanked Bangladesh for their contribution of troops as
part of the UN Peacekeeping Mission to their country.
[Dhaka Tribune] [The Buisness Standard]

Cambodia-China: Joint humanitarian drill
concluded

(pm) The joint humanitarian exercise of the Royal
Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF) and the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) “Peace Angel”
commenced September 16 and ended on September
21.

The joint military exercise included exercises in the
field of health, troop, deployment during rescue
operations, evacuations, flood management, and other
natural or man-made disasters.

Both nations provided military and humanitarian
facilities for the joint exercise. [Khmer Times]

US and China launch economic working
groups

(ga) The US and China has launched an Economic
Working Group and a Financial Working Group on
September 22, as announced by the US Department of
the Treasury and the Chinese Ministry of Finance. The
groups will be directed by US Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen and Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng.

“The two Working Groups will provide ongoing
structured channels for frank and substantive
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discussions on economic and financial policy matters,”
a statement of the US Department of the Treasury
said. The Economic Working Group will be conducted
by the US Department of the Treasury and the Chinese
Ministry of Finance, whereas the Financial Working
Group will be conducted by the US Department of the
Treasury and the People's Bank of China. [US
Department of the Treasury] [Ministry of Finance.
China]

The formation of the working groups comes on the
heels of Secretary Yellen's visit to Beijing from July 6-9
[see AIR No. 28, July/2023, 2], to address the strained
economic relationship between the US and China.

Commenting on the launch, US Secretary of the
Treasury Janet Yellen said that she highlighted to her
Chinese counterparts a desire to promote cooperation
between the US and China on shared economic
challenges such as restructuring debt for developing
economies, climate finance, and fighting money
laundering.

The US and China used to hold annual Strategic and
Economic Dialogues, but those dialogues ended in
2017 with the beginning of the Donald Trump US
Presidency. [Reuters]

US blacklists Chinese firms over providing
drones to Russia

(ga) The US added 11 Chinese companies and five
Russian companies to its Entity List, which imposes
trade restrictions with those companies, on September
25. [CNB(] [Bureau of Industry & Security, US
Department of Commerce]

The Chinese and Russian companies have, according to
the US and alongside Finnish and German companies,
“been implicated in a conspiracy to violate U.S. export
controls” in an attempt to provide components to the
sanctioned Russian Special Technology Center for use
in unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs/drones) for the
Russian foreign military intelligence service (GRU).
[Bureau of Industry & Security, US Department of
Commerce]

The Entity List is designed to impose sanctions and
trade restrictions on entities which are deemed threats
to the national security of the US and subsequently
any companies which trade with those entities.
Recently the Entity List has been focused on curbing
Chinese military technology and preventing companies
from aiding Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. [CNBC]
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The Entity List is managed by the Bureau of Industry
and Security, under the US Department of Commerce;
it also added a number of other companies to its Entity
List for stated reasons of supporting Iranian
production of weapons of mass destruction, “procuring
items in likely furtherance of Chinese military
research”, “contributions to Pakistan's unsafeguarded
nuclear activities”, and more. Many of the 28 total
entities added to the list on September 25 for these
reasons are Chinese companies. [Bureau of Industry &

Security, US Department of Commerce]

In response to the addition of Chinese firms to the US
Entity List, the Chinese Ministry of Commerce said:
“The United States abuses unilateral sanctions and
‘long-arm jurisdiction' to undermine international trade
order and rules, hinder normal international economic
and trade exchanges, and harm the legitimate rights
and interests of Chinese companies and individuals”.
[Chinese Ministry of Commerce, in Mandarin]

The Chinese Ministry of Commerce also said that
“China will take necessary measures to resolutely
safeguard its legitimate rights and interests”. [Chinese
Ministry of Commerce, in Mandarin]

China-Russia: Foreign Minister Wang Yi in
Moscow for security talks

(ga) Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Moscow
from September 18-21, where he met with his Russian
counterpart Sergei Lavrov and Russian President
Vladimir Putin, which laid the groundwork for Putin to
visit China in October for the Belt and Road (BRI)
Forum [see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3]. [Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, China]

Wang emphasized in his meeting with Putin on
September 20 that China and Russia “should
strengthen multilateral strategic cooperation,” to
“safeguard the legitimate rights and interests of the
two countries, and make new efforts to promote a just
and equitable international order.” He further
highlighted his belief that the world is moving towards
multipolarity, with which Putin agreed.

At the meeting, Putin officially accepted China's
invitation to attend the BRI Forum in October, which
marks the 10th anniversary of the creation of the BRI.
The dates of the BRI Forum are not yet publicly
available.

China and Russia have grown closer over the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, which has made Russia more
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dependent on China as an ally and which China has
refused to condemn. According to the readout from
the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the meeting,
Putin reiterated Russia’s readiness to resolve the
“Ukraine issue” through dialogue and cooperation.
[Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs] [Yahoo! News]

During Wang's visit, on September 19, Secretary of
Russia’s Security Council Nikolai Patrushev said that
Moscow is aiming to improve Sino-Russian relations in
order to combat “containment” by the West. Speaking
at the 18th round of China-Russia strategic security
consultation, Patrushev also stated that Russia
continues to support China over its actions and claims
regarding Taiwan, Xinjiang, and Hong Kong. [CGTN]
[AP]

Also attending the consultation was Secretary of the
National Security Council of Mongolia Enkhbayar
Jadamba. According to Xinhua, Jadamba expressed this
opposition against “unipolarity and drawing ideological
lines,” adding that Mongolia was ready “to continue to
consolidate political mutual trust with China and
Russia, making trilateral cooperation a model for
regional cooperation.” [Xinhua]

China and Kazakhstan sign border
agreement, restrict asylum claims

(ga) Kazakhstan and China signed an agreement, which
was approved by the Kazakh Parliament on September
20, to reduce the number of ethnic Kazakhs allowed to
leave China for Kazakhstan, to share information on
each others’ citizens, and to repatriate those seeking
asylum crossing the border from China to Kazakhstan.
[Radio Free Asia]

The agreement reportedly gives each country the right
to a veto over citizenship applications by their
nationals to the other country, meaning that Chinese
Kazakhs could be prevented from gaining citizenship in
Kazakhstan and vice versa. [Radio Free Asia]

The agreement also creates set quotas for visas to live
between the two countries but allows visa-free entry
between the two. [Radio Free Asia]

Under the agreement, Chinese citizens who wish to
become citizens of Kazakhstan can no longer renounce
their Chinese citizenship in favor of Kazakh citizenship
but must get approval from Chinese officials first.
Kazakhstan does not allow dual citizenship. [Radio Free
Asia]
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The agreement seems targeted at the Chinese
province of Xinjiang, which has its longest border with
Kazakhstan and is home to many ethnic Kazakhs. The
Xinjiang province has received international attention
in the last few years as substantial reporting has
shown the systematic detention of Uighur and other
Muslim peoples in the province, ostensibly for
‘reeducation’ according to the Chinese government.

Human rights activists have criticized the agreement as
being designed to prevent those fleeing persecution
from being able to seek safe haven. Many ethnic
Kazakhs have fled from Xinjiang to Kazakhstan in the
past and this agreement will make their status more
uncertain. [Radio Free Asia]

China-EU: European trade commissioner
expresses no dispute with China over
electric vehicles and de-risking

(ic) European Union (EU) Trade Commissioner Valdis
Dombrovskis arrived in China on September 22 for a
four-day trip that comes at a height of trade tensions
between the European bloc and the world's second
largest economy. This was Dombrovski's first trip in
three years. [South China Morning Post]

Dombrovskis, speaking in Shanghai on September 23,
cited an EU trade deficit of USD 426.08 billion, stating
that although the EU did not intend to decouple itself,
measures needed to be taken to protect itself against
predatory trade activities.

The statement comes on the heels of the decision of
the EU Commission to launch a probe into Chinese

subsidies for electric vehicle manufacturers [see AIR
No. 38, September/2023, 3]. [Reuters 1] [Bloomberg]

Speaking at Tsinghua University, Dombrovskis further
articulated that China-EU relations were at a
“crossroads”, and that the protective measures the EU
had taken in recent times should be understood as a
shield against unfair competition and not an
aggressive measure in itself.

He also expressed the decreasing consumer and
investor confidence in China because of policy changes
like the Foreign Policy Law and Anti-Espionage Law, as
well as uncertainty over China’s positions on key
international conflicts and issues. [Financial Times]

Dombrovskis would attend the 10" EU-China High-
Level Economic and Trade Dialogue on September 25,
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speaking with a Chinese delegation led by Vice Premier
He Lifeng.

Dombrovskis and He discussed a broad swath of
issues, including but not limited to the Russian war in
Ukraine and its effects on global economic growth,
food and energy security, market access and supply
chain issues, cross-border data flows, and enhancing
multilateral cooperation. Both parties agreed to set up
an EU-China Working Group on Financial Regulation.
[European Commission]

On the Chinese side, news focused on the consensus
that had been achieved, and efforts taken to reduce
the trust deficit. [Global Times] China would also
articulate a hope that the EU would be more restrained
when using trade remedies.

For its part, the EU agreed on the establishment of
channels of dialogue and dispute settlement
mechanisms. [Reuters 2] Dombrovskis would further
add that European companies still did - and still should
- continue to want to invest in China, but on more
open and fair terms. [Channel News Asia]

China-Japan: Clash at IAEA over
Fukushima water release

(ic) At the 67t International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) General Conference, which is held annually and
opened on September 25 in Vienna, the Chinese
delegate delivered a speech which referred to the
treated water released from the Fukushima nuclear
power plant as “nuclear-contaminated water” and
reiterated China’s rejection of its release into the
Pacific Ocean. [Japan Times]

Since the release of the treated water into the Pacific
Ocean, China has drastically reduced import of
seafood from Japan.

Some Japanese media outlets claim, however, that
Chinese fishers still fish in the affected area, and have
called China's treatment of Japanese seafood products
hypocritical. [The Guardian] [Asahi Shimbun]

Amidst the diplomatic deadlock, China has been in
discussions with IAEA representatives over establishing
a joint information mechanism like the one in place
with South Korea that allows the agency to share the
latest information on the release plan with Seoul and
to regularly video conferences. [CGTN] [The Korea
Herald]
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Japan appears to be considering employing World
Trade Organization (WTO) frameworks to resolve the
dispute as well. [NHK World]

China-Syria: Bashar al-Assad visits,
strategic partnership announced

(ic) Syrian President Bashar al-Assad arrived in China
on September 21 for his first visit since 2004 to attend
the ongoing Asian Games in Hangzhou.

While in China, al-Assad and Chinese President Xi
Jinping announced that the two countries have
established a strategic partnership during bilateral
talks on September 22, in a latest sign of China’s
efforts to expand its influence in the Middle East and
Syria's efforts to exit from diplomatic isolation.

Both presidents further agreed to deepen Belt and
Road Initiative cooperation, with al-Assad reaffirming
Syria’s willingness to support China’s Global
Development Initiative, Global Security Initiative, and
Global Civilization Initiative.

Xi, for his part, called for the lifting of sanctions to
support Syria's reconstruction. [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China, in Chinese] [Al Jazeera] [Associated
Press] [Reuters]

China, Nepal sign 12 agreements during
Prime Minister Dahal’s week-long visit

(Im) China and Nepal strengthened their bilateral ties
with the signing of 12 agreements, including seven
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs), during a visit
by Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal to
Beijing. Dahal is the first Nepalese leader to visit China
in three years, and his visit followed a trip to India,
Beijing's competitor for influence in the Himalayan
nation, three and a half months ago.

On September 23, Dahal met with Chinese President Xi
Jinping in Hangzhou, the capital city of east China's
Zhejiang Province. Xi emphasized the high regard that
China places on its relationship with Nepal and
expressed eagerness to enhance the alignment of
development strategies with Kathmandu. Prachanda
reciprocated by affirming Nepal's endorsement of
several pivotal concepts and proposals put forth by
President Xi.
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The discussions between Dahal and Chinese Premier Li
Qiang led to a joint statement outlining their
commitment to further enhancing mutual
understanding and cooperation. Notably, while the
joint statement did not explicitly mention China's
Global Security Initiative (GSI), Nepal expressed
support for the Global Development Initiative (GDI)
proposed by China. Both sides also reiterated their
cooperation under China's Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), with plans to accelerate consultations on the BRI
implementation plan.

Nepal emphasized its commitment to working closely
with China on development projects, particularly those
related to infrastructure and connectivity. Notably, the
two countries agreed to strengthen connectivity in
various areas, including ports, roads, railways, airways,
and grids. They also pledged to jointly build the Trans-
Himalayan Multi-Dimensional Connectivity Network,
marking a significant step in regional connectivity.

In addition to the infrastructure and development
focus, Nepal affirmed its commitment to China on
matters related to Tibet, pledging not to allow any
separatist activities against China on Nepali soil. China
reciprocated by expressing firm support for Nepal's
independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity.
[Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

China-Timor Leste: Upgraded bilateral ties

(ic) China has upgraded bilateral ties with Timor Leste
to a Comprehensive Partnership, announced during a
meeting between Chinese Premier Li Kegiang and
Timor-Leste Prime Minister Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao
on September 23.

Bothe sides also agreed to “strengthen energy policy
exchanges and explore the possibility of cooperation in
oil and natural gas development.” [Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, China]

China-Brazil: Senior CCP official’'s visit

(ic) Li Xi, a member of the Standing Committee of the
Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee, visited
Brazil over September 18-22, where he expressed
China's desire to deepen relations through multilateral
institutions like the BRICS bloc as well as the G20 in a
meeting with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva. [CGTN]
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China bars three female Indian athletes
from Asian Games

(hp/Im) Three Indian athletes hailing from India's
northeastern Arunachal Pradesh state withdrew from
the Asian Games in Hangzhou as they were denied
clearance by China. [BBC] [Reuters] [Zee News]

Arunachal Pradesh, bordering Tibet and sharing a
Buddhist cultural heritage with it, played a role in the
Dalai Lama's escape to India in 1959. India remains
steadfast in asserting the region as an integral part of
its territory, while China claims the region almost as
full as “South Tibet". Previously, these same athletes
were given stapled visas, a gesture indicating China's
refusal to recognize India's territorial claim over
Arunachal Pradesh.

India slams Pakistan for raising Kashmir
issue at the UN General Assembly

(hp) During the United Nations General Assembly, the
caretaker prime minister of Pakistan Anwar-ul-Haq
Kakar raised the Kashmir issue, commenting it to be of
vital importance for maintaining peaceful relations
between the hostile nations. This resulted in India
hitting back at Pakistan, claiming it to be an internal
matter. She added that, "Pakistan has no locus standi
to comment on (its) domestic issues.” [Hindustan
Times 1]

During the confrontation, the First Secretary of India’s
Permanent to the UN urged Pakistan to instead
concentrate on three critical issues to maintain peace
and harmony across the South Asian region. She put
much emphasis on the problem of cross-border
terrorism and the urgent need to tackle it. Then, it
insisted Pakistan vacate its occupied areas in the
Indian territory. Lastly, she asked it to end the human
rights violations against minorities.

Noting the plight of minority communities in Pakistan,
she shed light on the recent case of violence which
emerged against the Christian minority residing in
Pakistan. “A glaring example of the systematic violence
against minorities in Pakistan was the large-scale
brutality perpetrated against the minority Christian
community in Jaranwala in Pakistan's Faisalabad
district in August 2023 where a total of 19 churches
were gutted and 89 Christian houses were burnt
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down,” the Indian diplomat said. [Outlook] [Times of
India]

Slamming Pakistan for making ‘malicious’ and ‘baseless’
statements regarding the current Kashmir issue, the
Indian diplomat asked its neighboring country to make
considerable efforts to find the perpetrators behind
the 26/11 attacks in Mumbai. The attack consisted of
organized bombings across Mumbai, the capital city of
Maharashtra, for four days by ten militants of the
terrorist association, Lashkar-e-Taiba. [Hindustan
Times 2]

The Kashmir issue has been the focus point of tensions
between India and Pakistan, which escalated after the
former abrogated Article 370 and 35A of the state of
Jammu and Kashmir. These articles granted special
status to the state. [see AIR No. 37, September/2019, 2]

Indian Prime Minister Modi invites US
President Biden to attend India's Republic
Day

(hp) Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has invited
United States President Joe Biden as Chief Guest to
commemorate India’s Republic Day in late January
2024. While the White House confirmed that it received
the invitation, it has not yet confirmed whether Biden
will be able to attend the celebrations. [The Wire]

Furthermore, India is scheduled to host the Quad
summit in 2024. Initial reports suggested that India is
planning to invite leaders of all the Quad members,
which includes Australia and Japan, apart from the
United States and India. However, no invitation has
been extended on this front. [India Today] [Indian
Express]

Assassination allegations further worsen
Indo-Canadian relations

(hp) Diplomatic ties between India and Canada are at
their lowest point in decades. With senior diplomats
suspended, visa services closed, advisory warrants
issued, Canada and India are at loggerheads with one
another.

The rising tensions between the two countries date
back to June 2023, when Hardeep Singh Nijjar, the
Chief of Khalistan Tiger Force, a banned terrorist
organization, was shot dead in the British Columbia
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district of Canada. Nijjar was also one of India’s most
wanted criminals. He was accused of organizing
several anti-Indian activities to create terror and
increased incidences of communal riots between Sikhs
and members of other religious communities. [NDTV]
[Hindustan Times 1]

On September 18, Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau announced in the Canadian parliament in
Ottawa that the Indian government was behind the
killing of Nijjar, a Canadian citizen on Canadian soil.
This came after a week of the G20 summit, where a
strained bilateral meeting between Trudeau and Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was observed. India has
denied the accusation claiming it to be absurd.

While India has outrightly disproved Canada’s
accusations, Canada claims that it had sent India
evidence of ‘credible allegations’ weeks ago. It referred
to Trudeau's House of Commons statement in which
he presumed a possibility of India behind the killing.
India counterattacked that no solid proof has been
given suggesting that India is in fact behind the
murder. [Hindustan Times 2]

Both countries suspended their respective diplomats.
Additionally, India has suspended visa services for
Canadian citizens. According to the Ministry of External
Affairs, the services of Indian missions in Canada
would be temporarily unavailable. No such step has
been taken by the Canadian agencies. [The Hindu]
[CNN]

More recently, India’s National Intelligence Agency
(NIA) released the names and photos of 43 Khalistani
terrorists and gangsters based in foreign nations,
including Canada, Pakistan, the United States, United
Kingdom, and United Arab Emirates. The NIA also
announced cash awards for seeking information on
five Babbar Khalsa International (BKI) terrorists. The
gangsters listed include people accused of murders,
drug dealers, and illegal smuggling of weapons in
Punjab. The terrorists are also accused of promoting
anti-India activities in areas of large Indian diaspora.
[India Today] [Financial Express] [Hindustan Times]

India, Brazil start talks to resolve trade
dispute at WTO

(hp) India and Brazil seek to resolve their long-standing
dispute over the sugar industry at the World Trade
Organization (WTO). As a solution, the South American
nation has offered to share its ethanol-producing
technology with India.
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India aims to reduce its carbon emissions by a target of
20 percent by 2025. In order to do so, it wants to use
ethanol-blended petrol. Brazil being the largest
producer of ethanol marks a way of potential
negotiation between the two countries. “Brazil is saying
they will share with us technology for ethanol
production. It is a positive thing. We should be able to
get a good outcome (in talks),” an official said.
However, there was no disclosure on what India is
going to offer in return to make a mutually agreed
solution.

The dispute between India and Brazil over sugar
happened in 2005 at the WTO when India questioned
the subsidies imposed on the sugar produced from
Brazil asserting it to be heavily manipulated. India
argued that this distortion caused harm to the Indian
sugar producers. During the dispute, the WTO ruled in
favor of India and Brazil had to change and reduce its
subsidies. In 2019, Brazil accused India of violating the
regulations of WTO and challenged India’s support
measures for its sugar cane producers. The exchange
of accusations between India and Brazil over sugar has
been going on. In 2022, India appealed to the WTO's
Dispute Settlement Panel, however, the body is not
functioning currently, leaving the matter to be solved
bilaterally.

With resolving its six trade disputes with the US, India
wishes to adopt a similar strategy mutually resolve its
conflict with Brazil. [ABP Live] [Financial Express]
[CNBCTV18]

Malawi seeks to expand trade relations
with India

(hp) The India-Africa Trade Council had organized the
India-Malawi Trade Conference where the High
Commissioner of the Southeastern-African country of
Malawi expressed the desire to expand trade with
India, specifically in the sectors of energy, tourism,
mining, textiles and agriculture.

Telling the press about India-Malawi's great trade
relations since Malawi got independent in 1964 from
the colonized rule, the High Commissioner felt
optimistic of the investment opportunities in India. He
put special emphasis on building relations with
Guijarati businessmen. The state of Gujarat ranks in the
top three Indian states in the ease of doing business
and therefore attracts huge amounts of foreign direct
investment.
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The High Commissioner also elaborated the existing
relationship between the two nations and said that
Malawi relies on India's pharmaceutical industry.
Talking about the magnitude of dependence of Malawi
in the medical field and the reciprocity it wants to
demonstrate, he went on to say, "They come to Indian
hospitals. Our idea is we bring doctors to help us do
operations in Malawi and to deepen relations to that
effect. That's the idea that we are coming here for.”

The conference was organized with a view to expand
the trade opportunities of Gujarati businessmen in
Malawi and vice versa extend Malawi's investment
opportunities in India. During the meeting, the High
Commissioner also inaugurated the Malawi Trade
Office. On the other hand, it was announced that a
delegation of representatives of Gujarat-based
companies would go to Malawi. [Business Standard]
[Republic World]

Unit of US Space Force to be set up in
Japan

(dqgl) Signaling further deepening US-Japan
cooperation, the U.S. Space Force has announced that
it is considering creating unit in Japan.

This was unveiled to reporters in Tokyo on September
25 by General Chance Saltzman, Chief of Space
Operations U.S. Space Force, and comes amid growing
competition in the space domain with China and
Russia.

Established in December 2019, the U.S. Space Force, is
expanding its presence in the Asian region. A unit
based within the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command was set
up in Hawaii last November, a subordinate unit in
South Korea followed in December. [The Mainichi]

Meanwhile, the US Navy last week deployed four
unmanned ships that are operating out of Japan for
the first time.

The deployment is as part of the U.S. Navy's Integrated
Battle Problem 23.2 exercise that aims at folding these
unmanned vessels into routine fleet operations.
[Defense News]

Japan-Russia: Japanese government
pledge energy security amid new US
sanctions against Russian gas provider
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(dgl) The Japanese government has vowed to ensure
stable and steady energy supply to the country,
despite fresh sanctions imposed by the US related to
Russia's Arctic LNG 2 project. [Upstream]

Japanese trading company Mitsui & Co and state-
owned Japan Organization for Metals and Energy
Security together hold a 10 percent stake in the Arctic
LNG 2 project that is operated by Novatek, Russia's
second-largest natural gas producer. They are set to
obtain a combined 2 million metric tons of liquefied
natural gas (LNG) annually from the project.

Resource-poor Japan heavily relies on imports oil and
natural gas to cover its demand for energy soruces.
[Reuters]

Japan-Canada: Agreement on global
battery supply chains cooperation signed

(dgl) Canada and Japan signed a memorandum of
cooperation on September 21 under which both sides
will work more closely together in creating sustainable
and reliable global battery supply chains.

The agreement was concluded during Japanese
Industry Minister Yasutoshi Nishimura'’s visit to
Canada, home to a large mining sector for minerals
such as lithium, nickel and cobalt. [Reuters]

Japan-France: First-ever joint military
exercise on French soil

(dqgl) France and Japan are currently carrying out the
"Brunet-Takamori 2023" military exercise, a three-week
military drill French New Caledonia in the Pacific.

It marks the first such exercise between the ground
forces of the two countries on French soil, involving
some 60 members of Japan's Ground Self-Defense
Forces in joint live-fire drills and communication
coordination. [Nikkei Asia]

According to France's 2021 Indo-Pacific Strategy, over
1.6 million French citizens live in French territories in
the Indo-Pacific, while three quarters of the country's
exclusive economic zone lying in the region. The
Strategy affirms France’s role in the region as follows:
"As a fully-fledged Indo-Pacific country, France also
wants to be a stabilizing force, promoting the values of
freedom and rule of law.” [Government, France]
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Malaysia to increase palm oil exports to
China, avoids EU restrictions

(ga) On September 17 Malaysia announced a MYR 2.5
billion (USD 533 million) deal to double palm oil
exports from Malaysian company Sime Darby Oils
International Ltd. to Chinese company GuangXi Beibu
Gulf International Port Group.

The doubling of palm oil exports will entail half a
million metric tons of palm oil are sent to China
annually.

The deal was signed as part of a series of MYR 20
billion (USD 4.3 billion) investments agreed between
China and Malaysia during Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim'’s visit to Nanning, China on September
17. Anwar was in China for the 20th China-ASEAN
Expo, where he met with Chinese Premier Li Qiang.

The deal is widely seen as a strategy for Malaysia to
avoid economic disruption from a new EU rule which
prevents the EU from importing any palm oil or related
products whose suppliers do not meet strict standards
of preventing deforestation or from land which has
been subject to deforestation since 2020 [see AiR No.
33, August/2023, 3].

Malaysia, Indonesia, and the EU set up a joint task
force in August to resolve disputes over the new
regulation’s enforcement and have set a goal of
resolving their issues by the end of 2024. The joint-EU-
Malaysia-Indonesia task force on the issue of
deforestation is slated to meet in Kuala Lumpur in
December [see AiR No. 33, August/2023, 3].

Palm oil is used in lots of products, including cooking
oils, soap, cookies, cosmetics, and peanut butter, but
harvesting palm oil is often very land-intensive and is
responsible for a significant amount of deforestation.

China will create a hub for the import and distribution
of Malaysian palm oil as part of the deal in Qinzhou,
China. Other investments agreed by China in Malaysia
include the development of warehouses, logistics, and
power plants fueled by waste.

China has been Malaysia's largest trading partner since
2009. [Nikkei Asia] [Radio Free Asia]

Malaysia-China: Prime Minister Anwar on
Premier Li's “reassuring” on South China
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Sea claims

(ga) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim said in a
CNN interview broadcast on September 23 that China's
Premier Li Qiang had been “reassuring” in addressing
the issue of China’s territorial claims in the South China
Sea during the September 17th China-ASEAN expo [see
AIR No. 38, September/2023, 3].

He specifically cited Li Qiang as noting that China
would not, in spite of its territorial claims in the South
China Sea, “exercise any action that would explode or
cause dissension with our colleagues, our friends in
the region and we'll continue to negotiate”.

The comments from Anwar come in the wake of a
controversy created by China’s Ministry of Natural
Resources publishing a map of China on August 28
which showed China's territorial claims over Taiwan,
most of the South China Sea, disputed border zones
between China and India, and other geopolitical
flashpoints [see AiR No. 35, August/2023, 5].

China'’s territorial claims to the South China Sea in
particular overlap with those of most countries in the
South China Sea, including Malaysia. [CNN]

Malaysian sultan backs Malaysia-
Singapore economic zone

(ga) Malaysian Sultan Ibrahim Sultan Iskandar said on
September 22 that the Malaysian state of Johor has the
potential to produce substantial amounts of solar
energy due to its abundance of land. He also supports
the establishment of a special economic zone between
Malaysia and Singapore in the state of Johor, which
borders Singapore.

The Sultan said that Johor has “thousands of hectares”
of available land, which could even serve to export
renewable energy to Singapore. In February 2021 the
Sultan announced a MYR 1.4 billion, approximately
USD 300 million, solar park project in Johor directly
adjacent to Singapore but the project never
materialized. Sultan Ibrahim will be the Yang di
Pertuan Agong, or king, of Malaysia and its head of
state starting on January 30, 2024 as the position
rotates between the country’s Sultans.

A joint task force between Malaysia and Singapore’s
national governments is currently assessing the idea
for a special economic zone for the export of solar
energy and other exchanges; the project will be
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discussed by the Malaysian and Singaporean Prime
Ministers in October.

The Sultan also owns a stake in the Chinese
development project known as Forest City in Johor
which has struggled to meet its targets for occupancy,
but which would likely be helped by the creation of a
special economic zone in the state. [Free Malaysia
Today] [SCMP] [AIR No. 36, September/2023, 1]

Malaysian rhino trafficker charged in the
us

(ga) Teo Boon Ching, a Malaysian national who is also
known as the “Godfather”, was sentenced to 18
months in prison for “conspiring to traffic hundreds of
kilograms of rhinoceros horns” by the US justice
system on September 19.

Ching's trafficking conspiracy involved millions of
dollars' worth of rhino horns and the poaching of
endangered rhinoceroses. Ching was a member of a
transnational group working to smuggle rhino horns
for sale into the US and other countries.

He worked to distribute the rhino horns from suppliers
in Africa to customers, acting as a middleman. Ching
was looking to smuggle more than 219 kilograms of
rhino horns, valued at approximately USD 2.1 million.

Trade in rhino horns is often generated by buyers in
Asian countries who are looking to practice traditional
medicine. Ching operated throughout Southeast Asia,
including in Malaysia and Thailand.

He was extradited from Thailand to the US on October
7, 2022. [US Department of Justice] [CNN]

Mongolian President Ukhnaa hold
bilateral summits at UN General
Assembly

(dqgl) Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa held

several bilateral meetings on the sidelines of the 78th
session of the UN General Assembly.

In the meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida, the two leaders discussed relations and
cooperation between their countries, reaffirming
commitment to working together towards peace and
prosperity in the region and solving global issues
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under the Free and Open Indo-Pacific concept.
[Montsame 1]

In another meeting, Ukhnaa discussed with Swiss
President Alain Berset the development of bilateral
relations and cooperation and international issues of
mutual interest. [Montsame 2]

With Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayeyv, the
Mongolian President explored possibilities to expand
cooperation in the international and regional arenas,
as well as the implementation of projects and
programs. The two presidents also exchanged
experiences in the mining sector of their respective
country. [Montsame 3]

Meanwhile, also on the sidelines of the General
Assembly, Foreign Minister B. Battsetseg and her
Estonian counterpart Margus Tsahkna discussed ways
to further advance bilateral cooperation in information
technology and digital governance. They also explored
the possibility of setting up an Intergovernmental
Commission to increase the level and frequency of
official talks between the two countries. [Montsame 4]

Myanmar-Malaysia: Malaysian MPs
demand Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's release

(sk) 135 out of 222 Malaysian lawmakers are calling for
Myanmar's junta to allow detained leader Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi to receive urgent medical care due to her
deteriorating health conditions.

They also urge ASEAN to support Myanmar's people,
demand the release of Suu Kyi and other political
prisoners, and hold the junta accountable for her
health and well-being.

Suu Kyi has been detained since the February 2021
coup and is serving a 33-year prison sentence for
several offenses, which she denies. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar-Qatar: Meeting on promoting
bilateral joint ventures

(sk) On September 20, Deputy Prime Minister and
Union Minister for Foreign Affairs of Myanmar U Than
Swe met with the Chargés d'Affaires of the Qatar
Embassy, Dr. Rashid Abdulla AL-Kuwari, in Nay Pyi Taw.
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During their meeting, they discussed various topics,
including strengthening friendship and cooperation
between Myanmar and Qatar, enhancing bilateral
collaboration in areas like trade, investment, and
cultural exchange, negotiating agreements between
the two countries, working on the repatriation of
displaced individuals from Rakhine State, and
increasing cooperation on regional and international
matters, particularly within the framework of ASEAN-
Arab Gulf Cooperation Council and the United Nations.
[Eleven Myanmar]

Myanmar and China discuss bilateral
cooperation

(sk) On September 18, Deputy Prime Minister and
Union Minister for Foreign Affairs of Myanmar U Than
Swe met with Deng Xijun, Special Envoy for Asian
Affairs of China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in Nay Pyi
Taw.

During their discussion, they addressed several topics,
including strengthening bilateral relations, enhancing
cooperation, maintaining peace along the Myanmar-
China border, developments in Myanmar's peace and
national reconciliation process, China's support for
Myanmar's development, and increased collaboration
in regional and international forums like ASEAN and
the United Nations.

The meeting took place amid reports of armed clashes
between the Myanmar military and the Ta'ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) near the town of Muse at the
China-Myanmar border.

In late July, Deng visited Myanmar to discuss issues
related to online games and fraud, which subsequently
led to the arrest and deportation of Chinese citizens
involved in illegal activities and heightened vigilance
along the border by ethnic armed organizations.
[Eleven Myanmar]

Philippines weighing legal options against
China over coral reef 'destruction'

(Ib) The Philippines is considering legal action against
China over allegations of coral reef destruction within
its exclusive economic zone (EEZ) in the South China
Sea.

The Philippines' foreign ministry is awaiting
assessments of the environmental damage at Iroquois
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Reef and is contemplating potential legal actions,
including the possibility of filing a case with the
Permanent Court f Arbitration (PCA) in the Hague.
[Reuters]

Philippines condemns China for installing
floating barrier in disputed South China
Sea

(Ib) A “floating barrier” installed by China in a disputed
area in the South China Sea has been removed by the
Philippine coastguard which called the move calling it a
“decisive action” in “upholding international law". [Al
Jazeeral

According to the Philippine coast guard, the barrier,
measuring approximately 300 meters in length, was
discovered during a routine maritime patrol on
September 22 and prevented Filipino fishing boats
from accessing the area.

The Philippines expressed condemnation over the
Chinese coast guard's installation of the "floating
barrier" calling it a violation of the country's fishing
rights affirmed by a 2016 international tribunal ruling
against China’'s South China Sea claims. [CNN]

Philippine government plans research
expedition to West Philippine Sea

(Ib) The Philippines' National Security Council (NSC) is
planning to conduct marine scientific research in areas
that have reportedly suffered damage, believed to be
caused by Chinese maritime militia activity.

The NSC aims to increase maritime patrols in the
affected areas and collaborate with the University of
the Philippines Marine Science Institute (UPMSI) for
extensive research to assess environmental damage.
While a scientific expedition is being considered,
details are still being worked out. [Rappl!

Afghanistan pledges to neutralize
activities of Afghan-based Pakistani
Militants

(tj) Afghanistan's Taliban have pledged concrete steps
to neutralize activities of militants plotting terrorist
attacks against neighboring Pakistan. The assurance
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was given in a bilateral meeting in Kabul between
Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi and a
high-level Pakistani delegation, led by Asif Durrani,
Pakistan's Special Representative on Afghanistan.

The visit came amid an upsurge in deadly attacks
against security forces in Pakistan. The banned Tehrik-
i-Taliban Pakistan, or TTP, has claimed responsibility
for much of the violence. Islamabad maintains TTP
leaders and fighters sheltering in Afghanistan have
intensified cross-border attacks since the Taliban
reclaimed power in Kabul two years ago.

The emphasis of the talks was on the TTP, also known
as the Pakistani Taliban. The Afghan side was told that
the TTP's use of Afghan territory against Pakistan had
been a serious concern for Islamabad. The Afghan
authorities assured concrete steps to neutralize TTP
activities and denied allegations they were allowing
anyone to use Afghan soil to threaten other countries.

The TTP first emerged in Pakistani border areas in
2007 and fought alongside the Taliban against US-led
troops in Afghanistan. [Voice of America]

‘No malicious intent’ by Malaysia-
registered helicopter that entered
Singapore airspace

(Ib) A Malaysia-registered civilian helicopter that
entered Singapore airspace without authorization on
August 9 had "no malicious intent," according to
Singapore's Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen. The
helicopter had been contracted to take photographs of
a Malaysia-registered oil rig being transported from
Johor Bahru to Sarawak. Two Republic of Singapore Air
Force F-16 fighter jets were scrambled to handle the
intrusion, and while there was no imminent impact on
civilian air traffic, the airspace around Changi Airport
had to be temporarily closed, resulting in delays for 36
arriving and eight departing flights. [The Strait Times]

Singapore, India kick off SIMBEX military
exercise in southern South China Sea

(Ib) Singapore and India have commenced their annual
maritime military exercise, the Singapore-India
Maritime Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX). This year marks
the 30th edition of the exercise, which involves both
harbor and sea phases, participating assets from the
RSN including two Formidable-class frigates, a Victory-
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class missile corvette, and Republic of Singapore Air

Force (RSAF) aircraft. The IN is contributing a Rajput-

class destroyer, a Kamorta-class corvette, and a P-8I

maritime patrol aircraft, as well as a submarine. [The
Diplomat]

South Korean President Yoon engages in
high-level summits to promote 2030 World
Expo bid

(tms) South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol engaged
in a series of bilateral summits in New York,
emphasizing South Korea's 2030 World Expo bid
during his attendance at the UN General Assembly.

President Yoon Suk Yeol, in a summit with Ecuadorian
President Guillermo Lasso, explored advancing a
strategic economic cooperation agreement and
securing support for Korea Expressway Corp.'s role in
an Ecuadorian highway project.

Yoon met with Saint Kitts and Nevis Prime Minister
Terrance Drew, encouraging enhanced cooperation
between South Korea and the eastern Caribbean
region.

He further hosted a luncheon for Paraguayan
President Santiago Pena, during which the talks
focused on free trade agreement negotiations with
Mercosur.

President Yoon also held meetings with leaders from
Sierra Leone, North Macedonia, Nepal, Mongolia,
Guinea-Bissau, Slovenia, and Haiti, discussing a wide
array of topics from development projects to nuclear
power plant participation and public safety
collaboration. [Yonhap]

South Korea-US: First joint underwater
excavation project launched for Korean
war soldiers' remains

(tms) South Korea and the United States launched their
first joint underwater excavation mission this month,
aimed at recovering the remains of American soldiers
from the Korean War (1950-1953).

The operation, involving about ten South Korean
military personnel and 20 members from US Forces
Korea and the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency,
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began on September 7 and is centered around the
waters near Busan, lasting until September 27.

The main goal is to recover the remains of three
presumed US servicemen from a B-26 bomber crash in
January 1953 near Busan's K-9 air base.

After this initial underwater mission, the two sides will
explore further searches under their collaborative
agreement signed in 2011. [Yonhap]

South Korean parliament condemns
Japan's claims on Dokdo and controversial
school textbooks

(tms) South Korea's parliamentary Foreign Affairs and
Unification Committee has reaffirmed its denunciation
of Japan for asserting claims to South Korea's
easternmost islets, Dokdo, and for approving school
textbooks containing these claims.

Originally passed in June, the resolution was
reapproved on Monday, broadening its condemnation
to include Japanese government documents alongside
school textbooks.

The resolution, supported by both ruling and
opposition parties, calls on Japan to rescind its
approval of the textbooks and remove sovereignty
claims over Dokdo from official government records.

Japan faced criticism for downplaying its historical
wrongdoings during its colonization of Korea (1910-
1945) and reinforcing territorial claims over Dokdo in
the textbooks. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Finland: Trade promotion
agreement inked

(tms) South Korea and Finland signed the Trade and
Investment Promotion Framework (TIPF) to enhance
bilateral ties in supply chains, the digital economy, and
various sectors, marking their 50th diplomatic
anniversary.

The TIPF is a nonbinding accord designed to enhance
economic cooperation and foster collaborative
exchanges across diverse domains.

Notably, this marks South Korea's eighth TIPF
agreement, with previous partners including the
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United Arab Emirates, the Dominican Republic,
Hungary, Poland, and Uzbekistan [see AiR No. 38,
September/2023, 3].

South Korea and Finland, with a history of
collaboration in nuclear energy and defense due to
shared geopolitical conditions, anticipate
strengthening their ties through the TIPF.

Ahead of the signing ceremony, Deputy Minister Roh
Keon-ki met Finland's Under-Secretary of State Jarno
Syrjala to seek support for hosting the 2030 World
Expo in Busan. [Yonhap]

South Korea-Egypt: Preliminary anti-
dumping duties to be imposed on
Egyptian white cement

(tms) South Korea plans to enforce provisional anti-
dumping duties of 72.23 percent on Egyptian white
portland cement to protect the domestic industry.

The move comes on the heels of preliminary findings
of an investigation of the Korea Trade Commission that
stemmed from a complaint lodged by domestic
cement producer Union Corp. in March against Egypt's
Royal El Minya Cement Co. and Albatros International
Cement Trading Ltd., alleging that their low-cost
imports had negatively impacted Union Corp.'s
business and the South Korean cement sector. Union
Corp. being the sole producer of white portland
cement in South Korea.

The final determination of tariff rates will be made
after the finance ministry's decision in October.

In 2022, Egyptian white cement made up 10 percent, or
10,000 tons, of the South Korean market. [Yonhap]

South Korea-China: President Xi Jinping
mulls possible visit to South Korea to
foster regional peace

(tms) Chinese President Xi Jinping has expressed his
serious consideration of visiting South Korea in a bid to
bolster peace and security on the Korean Peninsula.

President Xi, who has not visited South Korea since
2014, made these remarks during discussions with
South Korean Prime Minister Han Duck-soo in
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Hangzhou, China, on the sidelines of the Asian Games'
opening ceremony.

The commitment to cooperation comes ahead of
scheduled trilateral talks in Seoul on September 26,
involving senior officials from China, Japan, and South
Korea (see article in this edition), aiming to pave the
way for the first summit between the three nations in
four years. [Yonhap 1]

President Xi welcomed the idea of such a summit at
the right moment and emphasized his willingness to
consider visiting South Korea.

China Central Television (CCTV) reported that President
Xi expressed China's readiness to work towards a
strategic partnership with South Korea and
underscored the importance of South Korea's
commitment to cooperation.

The discussions also touched on the support for
dialogue between the two Koreas, with President Xi
stating that China would continue its efforts for peace
and security on the Korean Peninsula.

In another context, Han Duck-soo had urged China to
play a constructive role in its relations with North
Korea, as tensions had escalated following North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un's recent visit to Russia.
[Yonhap 2]

South Korea-North Korea: New sanctions
imposed over nuclear program and
weapons trade

(tms) South Korea has imposed new sanctions
targeting 10 individuals and two entities involved in
North Korea's nuclear program and weapons trade,
including dealings with Russia, according to the
country’s foreign ministry.

Among those facing sanctions are North Korea's
defense minister and chief of staff. These sanctions
aim to counter North Korea's illicit activities that pose
threats to global security and peace on the Korean
Peninsula.

Specifically, the sanctions focus on four individuals and
two entities linked to North Korea's weapons trade,
which includes dealings with Russia. One of the entities
involved is the Slovakian company Versor SRO., along
with its CEO, Ashot Mkrtychev of Slovakia.
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However, the ministry did not provide specific details
regarding the weapons trade.

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol had previously
expressed concern about Russia potentially assisting
North Korea in enhancing its weapons program,
viewing it as a direct provocation. [Reuters 1]

He made these remarks during his address at the UN
General Assembly, following North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un's weeklong visit to Russia, during which
military cooperation with Russian President Vladimir
Putin was discussed. [Reuters 2] [Reuters 3]

South Korea-US: Joint naval exercise
commenced in response to North Korean
threats

(tms) South Korea and the United States have initiated
a joint naval exercise in the East Sea aimed at
bolstering readiness against escalating military threats
from North Korea, according to the South Korean

Navy.

The three-day exercise involves nine vessels and two
patrol aircraft from both nations, including two South
Korean submarines, the ROKS Yulgok Yi | destroyer,
the USS Shoup Aegis-equipped destroyer, and the USS
Robert Smalls cruiser.

The drills encompass anti-submarine warfare and live-
fire exercises, focusing on enhancing combined
operational capabilities and interoperability in
response to North Korea's evolving nuclear and missile
threats. [Yonhap]

North Korea has recently increased tensions by
announcing plans to launch a military spy satellite and
unveiling a new "tactical nuclear attack" submarine
[see AiR No. 37, September/2023, 2].

South Korea-Turkey: Commitment to
strengthen defense and arms industry
cooperation

(tms) South Korea and Turkey have reaffirmed their
commitment to enhancing cooperation in defense and
the arms industry, aiming to sign a military agreement
in the future, according to the South Korean defense
ministry.
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The two countries will finalize the agreement on
protecting classified military information after
completing respective domestic procedures, with no
specific timeline provided.

Both nations, recognizing their strategic partnership in
defense, have been actively engaged in robust defense
and arms industry collaboration.

Turkey had sent over 21,000 troops to South Korea
during the Korean War, underscoring their historical
ties.

The vice defense ministers from both nations also
discussed further defense exchange and cooperation,
emphasizing the development of mutual projects,
including the Turkish Altay tank, in partnership with
defense companies. [Yonhap]

South Korea applauds Saudi Arabia's talks
with Yemen's Houthi delegation for cease-
fire

(tms) South Korea's foreign ministry has extended a
warm welcome to Saudi Arabia's recent discussions
with the Houthi delegation from Yemen, highlighting
these efforts as crucial steps toward achieving a cease-
fire and resolving the longstanding regional conflict.

The ministry expressed hopes recent negotiations will
not only contribute to de-escalating tensions in the
region but also pave the way for lasting peace in
Yemen.

Saudi Arabia hosted a five-day dialogue with the
Houthi rebel group, which has links to Iran, in Riyadh,
marking a significant effort to bring an end to the
conflict that began in 2014. [Yonhap]

Sri Lanka clears debt with Bangladesh as
leaders meet in New York

(If) Following the payment of a final USD 50 million
installment, with USD 4.5 million accrued interest, on
September 21, Sri Lanka cleared its debt with
Bangladesh which was the result of a USD 200 million
loan issued in September 2021 amid the early signs of
the country’s beginning economic crisis. Progress on
the loan's repayment had begun in August, following
numerous delays in what was initially supposed to be a
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one-year repayment period. The settlement of the debt
was confirmed by the Central Bank of Bangladesh.

The settlement of the debt follows a brief bilateral
meeting held by both leaders on the sidelines of the
United Nations General Assembly meeting in New
York, where President Wickremesinghe spoke with
Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina. The
leaders engaged in a friendly discussion where they
expressed gratitude for the mutual support they have
received on bilateral, trade and economic matters. The
Bangladeshi prime minister commended President
Wickremesinghe for guiding Sri Lanka's gradual
economic recovery, whilst the Sri Lankan leader
thanked Hasina for her country’s assistance in Sri
Lanka's regrowth.

Sri Lanka's repayment came at a far quicker pace than
Bangladesh had expected but was a welcome sign of
Sri Lanka’s gradual economic strengthening. The
repayment places the bilateral relationship between
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka in a much healthier position
as the burden of the debt has been lifted. It remains to
be seen whether Sri Lanka's similar debts with other
nations will be settled at as quick a pace. [Daily Mirror]
[Dhaka Tribune] [Sri Lanka Guardian]

Sri Lanka, United States discussions focus
on increasing FDI

(If) The 14th US-Sri Lanka Trade and Investment
Framework Agreement (TIFA) Council Meeting occurred
in Colombo on September 21, where methods and
strategies to bolster the bilateral relationship between
Sri Lanka and the United States of America were
explored. Identified as a key manner to bring the
economies together, FDI was given a heavy focus in the
discussions, as was the need for a robust anti-
corruption framework within Sri Lankan to ensure
investors that money was going towards promised
projects, as opposed to questionable outcomes.

The TIFA meeting brings together key personnel from
the Sri Lankan and US administrations to discuss trade
and economic cooperation between both nations. The

14thmeeting of its kind, the council addressed ongoing
issues, including agriculture trade liberalization, which
both nations are desirous to work towards in order to
increase capabilities in cutting-edge biotechnologies
and food security protocols. IP protection and good
governance was also the subject of discussion, as the
Sri Lankan government gave US negotiators updates
on a range of bills and legislations that concern labor
laws and fair treatment, some of which are in the
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drafting stage whilst others are seeking amendment.
Both Sri Lankan and US representatives came from the
meeting with a sense of confidence of the future of the
relationship and were satisfied of the progress which
had been made. The two sides will meet again in 2024

for the 15th meeting of the council. [Daily Mirror] [US
Embassy in Sri Lanka]

Ahead the TIFA meeting, President Wickremesinghe
spoke with US President Joe Biden on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly Meeting in New York on
September 20. Not a dedicated meeting, the two
leaders had a cordial conversation at a dinner hosted
by President Biden for all of the attending Heads of
State. It was reported that both leaders discussed
global issues of mutual interest for Sri Lanka and the
United States in a brief but constructive conversation.
There were no in depth negotiations due to the
atmosphere of the event.

The bilateral relationship between Sri Lankan and the
United States has grown in recent years, particularly
within the technology, agriculture and healthcare
sectors as both countries find more spaces to
collaborate within. Their relationship, however, has
been limited by the delicate balancing act that
President Wickremesinghe has aimed to maintain by
keeping China a close partner for development
simultaneously. It remains to be seen whether the TIFA
meeting, or the friendly conversation between
Presidents Wickremesinghe and Biden, will result in
the bilateral ties shared by the nations becoming
stronger. [Adaderana]

Taiwan-Turkey: Deal on attack drones
signed

(dgl) Taiwanese drone maker Geosat Aerospace &
Technology has concluded a deal for the acquisition of
160 Turkish-built JACKAL attack drones.

The JACKAL is a multi-role attack drone designed and
made by British Flyby Technology's Turkish partner
FlyBVLOS. The drone is capable of taking off and
landing vertically as well as of conducting various
missions, including engaging helicopters, killing tanks
and delivering logistics.

Geosat will be provided by Flyby Technology with
payload solutions, testing and production planning for
the new JACKAL drones. It will also provide other
authorized Flyby Technology products. [Taiwan News]
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Taiwan-Poland: Cooperation in joint semi-
conductor research to be strengthened

(dgl) Taiwan and Poland will deepen their cooperation
in the field of semi-conductor research, after
Taiwanese Deputy Education Minister Liu Meng-chi
agreed with Poland's Undersecretary of Education and
Science Tomasz Rzymkowski on this during a meeting
on September 21 in Poland. A related Memorandum of
Cooperation is expected to be signed in October.

The meeting was part of a visit of a delegation of nine
Taiwanese universities to the European country last
week.

The trip aimed at negotiating a cooperation model for

university alliances, in line with plans of the Taiwanese
Ministry of Education (MOE) to integrate the academic
capabilities and resources of important universities in

Taiwan and work together with foreign universities by

forming alliances.

The focus of the envisioned cooperation is fostering
semiconductor talent. [Ministry of Education, Taiwan,
in Chinese] [Taiwan News]

Paraguay supports Taiwan joining the UN
system

(dql) Speaking at last week's 78t session of the United
Nations (UN) N General Assembly, Paraguay’s
President Santiago Pena expressed his supports
Taiwan's participation in the UN system.

Paraguay is the last South American country with
formal relations with Taiwan, which currently has has
formal diplomatic relations with 12 of the 193 United
Nations member states and with the Holy See. [Taiwan
News 1]

Similarly, the president of the Marshall Islands and the
king of Eswatini, both diplomatic allies of Taiwan, has
urged the UN to allow for Taiwan to join the
organization. [Taiwan News 2]

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin
talks up on US trade ties

(ak) Prime Minister Srettha speaks at the US-ASEAN
Business Council (USABC) and the US Chamber of
Commerce (USCC) during his United States visit for the
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78t Session of the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA78) in New York.

The prime minister addresses the interest and
importance of the American business community
accords to Thailand and he hoped the event would
serve as a platform for networking and forging a new
partnership between two countries. He further
stressed his government's top priority to reignite
Thailand's competitiveness and position as a leading
investment destination and an engine of growth for
the region while provide a statistical number of the US
and Thailand trades in the past year. [Bangkok Post]

Malaysia, Thailand prime ministers
discuss security cooperation

(ak/lm) The prime minister of Thailand and Malaysia,
Srettha Thavisin and Anwar Ibrahim, met on the
sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly in
New York. The meeting marked their first encounter
since Srettha assumed office as Prime Minister last
month and was attended by government ministers and
delegations from both countries. [Nation Thailand]

During the meeting, Prime Minister Srettha expressed
appreciation for Malaysia's support of the peace
process and the development efforts in Thailand's
southern border region. Furthermore, both leaders
discussed ways to enhance cooperation in addressing
security-related challenges, including issues related to
narcotics. They also highlighted the importance of
strengthening bilateral ties and exploring new forms of
collaboration between the two countries.

Prime Minister Srettha accepted Prime Minister
Anwar's invitation to visit Malaysia at the earliest
opportunity. Additionally, Thailand proposed a
dialogue involving business leaders from both nations
to promote mutual trade and investment.

China expresses interest in Vietnam
railway projects

(km) Leaders of China Railway Group (CREC) and Power
Construction Corporation of China (PowerChina) have
expressed interest in participating in Vietnam's large-
scale railway projects, including the Lao Cai-Hanoi-
Haiphong railway section. This interest was shared
during a meeting between Vietnam's Prime Minister
Pham Minh Chinh and CREC Chairman of the Board of
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Directors Chen Yun, and PowerChina's Chairman of the
Board Ding Yanzhang. [hanoitimes.vn]

Both CREC and PowerChina have been involved in
various infrastructure and energy projects in Vietnam
in recent years, and their interest in railway projects
aligns with Vietnam's efforts to enhance its
transportation infrastructure.

Japanese Crown Prince, Crown Princess
visit Vietnam

(km) Japan's Crown Prince Akishino and Crown
Princess Kiko embarked on an official visit to Vietnam
on September 20 to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between the two
nations.

Japan is Vietnam's largest Official Development
Assistance (ODA) provider, second-largest labor
cooperation partner, third-largest investor and tourist
source, and fourth-largest trading partner. The
economic relationship is balanced, with bilateral trade
reaching nearly USD 50 billion in 2022, making Japan
Vietnam's fourth-largest trading partner. Furthermore,
human resources development plays a pivotal role in
their partnership, with around 500,000 Vietnamese
residing, working, and studying in Japan.
[VietnamPlus]

Vietnam, United States hold annual
Defense Policy Dialogue in Washington

(km) Vietnam'’s Deputy Minister of National Defense,
Senior Lieutenant General Hoang Xuan Chién, and the
United States Assistant Secretary of Defense, Dr Ely
Ratner, co-chaired the annual Vietnam-US Defense
Policy Dialogue (DPD) in Washington, D.C. The DPD is a
high-level forum for strengthening defense
cooperation between Washington and Hanoi,
particularly in the context of the recently elevated U.S.-
Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.
[viethamnews.vn]

During the meeting, both leaders reaffirmed the
significance of the U.S.-Vietnam partnership in light of
evolving regional dynamics in the Indo-Pacific.
Assistant Secretary Ratner expressed Washingtons'
commitment to supporting a strong, prosperous, and
independent Vietnam and highlighted continued U.S.
backing for ASEAN centrality. They both emphasized
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their commitment to the rules-based international
order and agreed to collaborate with like-minded
partners to peacefully address and resolve regional
disputes.

The leaders discussed practical cooperation between
the two nations and explored ways to advance defense
cooperation while enhancing Vietnam's capabilities
across various domains. They also stressed the
importance of joint efforts to recover the remains of
U.S. and Vietnamese missing persons from the
Vietnam War era, along with ongoing efforts to address
war legacy issues.

United States in talks with Vietnam for
arms deal that could irk China

(km/Im) The United States is reportedly in discussions
with Vietnam about a potentially historic arms transfer
between the two former Cold War rivals. The deal,
which may come to fruition within the next year, could
see Vietnam purchase a fleet of American F-16 fighter
jets and would effetely enable cash-strapped Hanoi
steer away from its traditional reliance on lower-cost,
Russian-made arms. However, it's important to note
that the deal is still in the early stages, and specific
terms have yet to be finalized. [Reuters]

Vietnam, Canada hold second policy
dialogue

(km) The second defense policy dialogue between
Vietnam and Canada took place in Ottawa on
September 21. Representatives from both countries
reviewed recent defense cooperation achievements
and expressed satisfaction with the progress made in
high-level visits, dialogue, personnel training, UN
peacekeeping operations, maritime security, and
more. [viethamnews.vn]

Both countries agreed to further enhance their
defense cooperation in the areas outlined in the 2019
memorandum of understanding on defense
cooperation and the defense cooperation plan for
2021-2023. This includes exchanges of delegations,
improved human resource training (especially for law
enforcement at sea and border security), sharing
strategic information, and collaborating on UN
peacekeeping operations.
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The two sides also signed an MoU on cooperation in
UN peacekeeping operations and a cooperation plan
for 2024-2026.

Vietnam National Assembly Chairman
visits Bangladesh, Bulgaria

(km/Im) The chairman of the Vietnamese National
Assembly, Vuong Dinh Hue, embarked on official visits
to Bangladesh and Bulgaria from September 21 to 26.
These visits, made at the invitations of the Speaker of
the Bangladeshi Parliament and the President of the
Bulgarian National Assembly, aim to strengthen and
expand bilateral ties between Vietnam and these two
countries, particularly in the legislative sphere.
[ViethamPlus]

The visit to Bangladesh is significant as it takes place
during the celebration of the 50th anniversary of
diplomatic relations between the two nations. It is
expected to bolster friendship and cooperation
between the countries in various fields.

The visit to Bulgaria aims to consolidate the traditional
friendship and multifaceted cooperation between
Vietnam and Bulgaria, with a focus on enhancing
cooperation between their respective National
Assemblies and advancing economic relations,
including promoting the implementation of the EU-
Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA).

Lao National Assembly Ethnic Affairs
Committee meets with Vietnam
Fatherland Front Central Committee

(km) A delegation from the Lao National Assembly's
Ethnic Affairs Committee and its Chairman Khamchanh
Sotapaserth met with the Vietnam Fatherland Front
(VFF) Central Committee in Hanoi on September 21.
The VFF is praised for its role in socio-economic
development and poverty reduction. The visit is seen
as significant in strengthening friendship and
cooperation between the two nations. The VFF Central
Committee has signed a joint program with the Lao
Front for National Construction, aiming to raise
awareness and encourage local ethnic communities to
contribute to a peaceful borderline. [VietnamPlus]
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Vietnam, Commonwealth of Dominica
sign visa exemption

(km) Vietnam and the Commonwealth of Dominica
have signed an agreement on visa exemption for
diplomatic and official passport holders. The
agreement was signed by Vietnamese Minister of
Foreign Affairs Bui Thanh Son and Dominican Minister
Vince Henderson during a working session in New
York. The two ministers discussed measures to
strengthen friendship and cooperation between the
two countries. They suggested close coordination,
enhancing delegation exchanges, and creating
favorable conditions for enterprises to exchange
information and seek cooperation opportunities. They
also agreed to accelerate negotiations on economic
and trade deals, such as a double taxation avoidance
agreement and cooperation pacts in science,
technology, education, and agriculture. The ministers
also agreed to boost coordination and support each
other at multilateral forums, particularly at the UN.
[VietnhamPlus]

Announcements

Upcoming online events

28 October 2023 @ 2:00-3:45 p.m. (GMT+7), CPG,
Thailand

CPG Peace & Security Center Online
Expert Talk on Peace and Security in Asia

“The Ascent of India: A Powerhouse in the
Making?”

The recent G20 summit in New Delhi has been seen
among analysts as a high point in Indian diplomacy.
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The summit's adoption of a 37-page consensus
document outlining the roadmap for a more
sustainable and peaceful global future underscored
India’s burgeoning economic and geopolitical clout.
The rising international profile of the world'’s largest
democracy comes at a time when India is positioning
itself as a potential mediator between the West and
Russia. Against this backdrop, the expert talk will
explore India’s future trajectory and address the
challenges that will determine whether the country will
be able to continue its rise.

The speaker will be Brahma Chellaney, a geostrategist,
scholar, best-selling author, and commentator. A
Professor Emeritus of Strategic Studies at the Center
for Policy Research in New Delhi, India, Professor
Chellaney is one of India’s leading strategic thinkers
and analysts, who brings a rigorous and
interdisciplinary lens to global strategic and
international security issues.

For more information, see [CPG].

27 - 28 September 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (GMT-
5), Wilson Center, USA

The Rules-Based Order in Antarctica and
Global Challenges

The future of Antarctica and its treaty system will be
discussed at this event. Along with important policy
concerns pertaining to fisheries, tourism, conservation,
and scientific research, it will be highlighted how
important Antarctica and the Southern Ocean are to
the world's climate.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

27 September 2023 @ 10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

USAID Equitable Community of Practice
workshop 3: Collective action

This event is on group learning, group action, and next
steps. The webinar will highlight the key conclusions
from the Equitable Al Learning Report, and
distinguished speakers will share their expertise on
how to promote gender-equitable Al.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].
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27 September 2023 @ 2:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

An allied approach to countering Beijing's
Military-Civil Fusion

Discussions will be held at this event regarding how
the US and its allies should approach and thwart
Beijing's plans to upgrade its military through Military-
Civil Fusion.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

27 - 28 September 2023 @ 2:00-7:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR),
Germany

Oslo at 30: Legacies, Hard Realities and
Alternatives in Israel-Palestine

30 years into the Israel-PLO “Declaration of Principles”
that ushered US-led “Oslo peace process,” both peace
and the international community's self-declared goal of
a two-state outcome are more distant than ever. This
conference will explore ways of ending the deadlock
that has been in place since the collapse of Oslo.

Learn more about the event at [ECFR].

28 - 29 September 2023 @ 1:00 - 5:15 p.m. and 8.30
a.m. - 12.45 p.m. (GMT-5), The Brookings
Institution, USA

BPEA Fall 2023 conference

To address the most pressing economic issues of the
day, the Brookings Papers on Economic Activity (BPEA),
a semi-annual academic conference and publication,
combines meticulous research with current policy
analysis. The Brookings Institution’s Economic Studies
program will hold the Fall 2023 BPEA conference on
September 28 and 29, 2023. Anyone interested in
watching the cutting edge of economic thinking
surrounding global economic concerns is welcome to
watch the conference proceedings.

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].
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28 September 2023 @ 8:45 - 9.30 a.m. (GMT-4),
Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS),
USA

China's Strategy of Political Warfare:
Views from Congress

The way that Congress has adopted to counter Chinese
political warfare will be discussed at this session.
Congressman Rob, a member of the House Select
Committee on the Strategic Rivalry Between the United
States and the Chinese Communist Party and the Vice
Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee,
will discuss with Dr. Seth G. Jones the latter’'s CSIS
report “Competing Without Fighting,” that examines
how China is conducting an unprecedented campaign
below the threshold of armed conflict designed to
expand the influence of the Chinese Communist Party
and weaken the United States and its partners.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

28 September 2023 @ 11:00 - 11:45 a.m. (GMT-4),
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, USA

The Biden Administration and Iran: Where
Is U.S. Policy Headed?

What is the Biden administration's policy toward Iran?
How will it be shaped by domestic politics and the
forthcoming presidential election in the United States?
What are the chances that Washington and Tehran
would reach a wider understanding on the nuclear
problem and other significant points of
disagreement? These and other pressing questions on
US-Iranian relations will be discussed at this event.

Learn more about the event at [Carnegie].

28 September 2023 @ 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

Addressing the captagon crisis in MENA:
Strategies & challenges

A distinguished panel of experts will participate in the
discussion to give a thorough analysis of the issues and
solutions outlined in the recently published Strategy to
Disrupt and Dismantle Narcotics Production and
Trafficking and Affiliated Networks Linked to the
Regime of Bashar Al-Assad in Syria and to discuss the
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implications for decision-makers and law enforcement
organizations.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

28 September 2023 @ 3:00-4:00 p.m. (GMT+0),
Chatham House, UK

The Future of the Republican Party

What does the present Republican leadership in the
House teach us about the characteristics of a
Republican-led US will be the topic of discussion at this
session. It will also address the question whether any
significant changes in US foreign policy following the
election be avoided by the bipartisan consensus?

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

28 September 2023 @ 3:00 - 5.00 p.m. (GMT-4),
Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS),
USA

Solving the Semiconductor Workforce
Crunch

This webcast will examine how collaborations between
academic institutions, business, and the government
can in real time connect academic curricula, industry-
required skills, and the qualifications of job seekers.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.

28 September 2023 @ 6:30 - 7.30 p.m. (GMT-5), The
Heritage Foundation, USA

Tenth Annual Salmon P. Chase
Distinguished Lecture: What History and
the Historians Have Gotten Wrong About
Salmon Chase

At this event, best-selling author Walter Stahr will
deliver the Tenth Annual Salmon P. Chase
Distinguished Lecture: "What History and Historians
Have Got Wrong About Salmon Chase." Stahr won sixth
annual Thomas M. Cooley Book Prize for his work
“Salmon P. Chase: Lincoln's Vital Rival.”

Visit [Heritage] for more information.
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28 - 29 September 2023 @ 8.30 a.m. - 5.30 p.m.
(GMT+8), ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

China’s Culture and Its Transformation in
Southeast Asia

This online workshop will examine the current state of
Chinese culture in Southeast Asia, including Chinese
religions, language, literature, music, and performing
arts, as well as its local features, its polsition in both
Chinese and non-Chinese local society, challenges, and
future prospects.

Learn more event details can be found at [ISEAS].

28 September 2023 @ 12:30 - 1:30 p.m. (GMT-5),
European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR),
Germany

Powering the future: Charting Europe’s
climate and energy sovereignty

This event will examine the state of European energy
and climate sovereignty and address, among others,
the following questions: How EU policymakers might
engage with and on this issue in the upcoming year
based on the findings of these publications. Which EU
members have the most energy independence? Can
the green transition's momentum withstand the
pressures of politics and the economy?

Learn more about the event at [ECFR].

29 September 2023 @ 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

The Frontiers Project Meeting: Jackson,
Wyoming

This conversation will serve as a follow-up to the
October 2022 Frontiers Project Meeting in Jackson,
Wyoming, which addressed the necessity of US
leadership in supplying the world market with low-
emissions manufacturing and production in terms of
both economic and energy security.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].
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29 September 2023 @ 11:00 - 12:00 a.m. (GMT-5),
Wilson Center, USA

Catastrophes, Confrontations, and
Constraints (Book Launch)

Geopolitical competition and civil war are on the rise,
while at the same time, disasters like droughts,
flooding, and hurricanes are increasing in frequency
and intensity. The linkage between conflict and
disaster will be discussed at this launch of the book
“Catastrophes, Confrontations, and Constraints” by Dr.
Tobias Ide and Dr. Marwa Daoudy.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].

2 October 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-5),
The Brookings Institution, USA

Al in employment and hiring: A fireside
chat with EEOC Chair Charlotte A.
Burrows

This conversation with U.S. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission Chairperson Charlotte A.
Burrows will discuss how the Commission is using Al to
further its efforts to create resources and tools to
ensure non-discriminatory and anti-racist employment,
education, health care, and criminal justice.

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

3 October 2023 @ 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. (GMT-5), The
Brookings Institution (Brookings)

De-risking the economic relationship with
China: Views from the Indo-Pacific

A panel of experts will discuss regional perspectives on
the prospects and difficulties in formulating a de-
risking policy as well as possible responses from China
at this event.

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

3 October 2023 @ 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (GMT+1),
Bruegel Institution, Brussel
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Going for Growth: creating the conditions
for a decisive transition

This online event will present core findings of the
OECD “Going for Growth 2023" study. The focus of the
conversation will be on methods for boosting
productivity, fostering inclusiveness, and supporting
sustainable economic growth, as well as important
issues like climate transition and digitization.

Learn more about the event at [Bruegel].

3 October 2023 @ 1:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic
Council, USA

The Frontiers Project Meeting: Anchorage,
Alaska

To widen the discussion regarding the economic and
energy security imperatives of building US leadership
in fulfilling global demand for low-emissions
production and manufacturing, this event will discuss
the Frontiers Project's expansion to Alaska.

For more information, see [Atlantic Council].

3 October 2023 @ 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. (GMT+10),
Australian Institute of International Affairs
(AllA), Australia

The Island Whose Fate Determines
Australia’s: Taiwan

The topic of discussion at this meeting will be
Australian-Taiwanese relations. Among others, the
following questions will be addressed: What may
happen if there were a conflict across the 180 km-wide
Taiwan Strait, in whatever form? Can we learn anything
from the war in Ukraine? Which dissuaders might work
best to avert conflict and uphold the status quo? How
might Australia's future be affected by Taiwan's?

Learn more about the event at [AlIA].

4 October 2023 @ 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. (GMT+0), Chatham
House, UK

Building sustainable cooperation in the
Middle East and North Africa
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The topic of discussion at this session will be how the
current de-escalation trend is opening up new avenues
for long-term multilateral collaboration in the Middle
East and North Africa.

For more information, visit [Chatham House].

Recent and upcoming book releases

Laurie Parsons, Carbon Colonialism: How Rich
Countries Export Climate Breakdown, Manchester
University Press, 240 pages, published May 23, 2023.
For a review, see [LSE].

Arupjyoti Saikia, The Quest for Modern Assam: A
History: 1942-2000, India Allen Lane, 896 pages, to be
released December 19, 2023. The book is reviewed in
[Asian Review of Books].

Brian Merchant, Blood in the Machine: The Origins of
the Rebellion Against Big Tech, Little, Brown and
Company, 496 pages, published September 26, 2023,
reviewed in [Kirkus].

John C. McManus, To the End of the Earth: The US
Army and the Downfall of Japan, 1945, Dutton Caliber,
448 pages, published May 2, 2023, with a review in
[New York Journal of Books].

Aviva Xue, and Kate Rose, Weibo Feminism:
Expression, Activism, and Social Media in China,
Bloomsbury, 224 pages, published August 25. For a
review, see [Los Angeles Review of Books].

Steffen Hertog, Locked Out of Development: Insiders
and Outsiders in Arab Capitalism, Cambridge
University Press, 110 pages, published January 19,
2023. The book is released in [Foreign Affairs].

Calls

The John L. Weinberg Center for Corporate
Governance and the Department of Finance at the
Lerner College of Business & Economics, at the
University of Delaware, invites paper proposals for
the 2024 University of Delaware Weinberg
Center/ECGI Corporate Governance Symposium that
will be held March 15, 2024. Up to three papers
accepted for the symposium will be selected to each
receive the 2024 John L. Weinberg/IRRCi Research
Paper Award and a USD 10,000 prize. The deadline for
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paper submissions is November 20, 2023. For more
information, see [University of Delaware].

The Faculty of Law at University of Ljubljana invites
abstract submissions for its “Global Conference on
Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Human Rights,” to be
held in Ljubljana, Slovenia, on June 13-14, 2024. The
deadline for abstract submission is September 30,
2023. For more information, see [Artificial Intelligence
and the Right to Life].

The 7th International Conference on Future of
Women 2024 invites paper proposals on the
conference theme “Transforming Women'’s World:
Practices and Possibilities.” The deadline for abstract
submission is October 19, 2023. For more information,
see [Future of Women].

Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Research Analyst to be based in New
York, United States. Applications are accepted until
October 5, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Manager to be based in
Putrajaya, Malaysia. Applications are accepted until
October 5, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Monitoring & Evaluation Analyst to
be based in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Applications are
accepted until October 6, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNDP].
The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Project Technical Analyst to be
based in Jakarta, Indonesia. Applications are accepted
until October 5, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) seeks a Registry clerk to be based in
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Applications are accepted until October 4, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Business
Support Assistant to be based in Accra, Ghana.
Applications are accepted until October 3, 2023. More
information is provided as [WEP].
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The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an IT
Operations Assistant to be based in Ethiopia.
Applications are accepted until October 6, 2023. More
information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Program
Policy Officer to be based in Dnipro, Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until October 5, 2023. More
information is provided as [WFEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
Economist Consultant to be based in Italy.
Applications are accepted until October 9, 2023. More
information is provided as [WEP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an
Information Management Officer to be based in
Maiduguri, Nigeria. Applications are accepted until
October 6, 2023. More information is provided as
[WEP].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
Interns, to be based in New York, United States.
Applications are accepted until October 6, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a Consultant, to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.
Applications are accepted until October 5, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Administrative Manager, to be based in Kabul,
Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until October 5,
2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
an Emergency Manager, to be based in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until October 4,
2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks
a National Consultant, to be based in Jakarta,
Indonesia and remote working. Applications are
accepted until October 5, 2023. More information is
provided as [UNICEF].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an a
Technical Officer, to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until October 11, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Program Assistant, to be based in Copenhagen,
Denmark. Applications are accepted until December
20, 2023. More information is provided as [WHO].
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The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Research Assistant, to be based in Amman, Jordan.
Applications are accepted until October 5, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Scientist, to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until October 11, 2023. More
information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a
Roster of Consultants, to be based in Multiple
locations. Applications are accepted until October 11,
2023. More information is provided as [WHO].
The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Coordinator Officer to be based in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until October 16,
2023. More information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Supply Officer to be based in Multiple locations.
Applications are accepted until October 20, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an
Intern to be based in Brussels, Belgium. Applications
are accepted until October 31, 2023. More information
is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a
Program Officer to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until October 22, 2023. More
information is provided as [UN].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Senior
Information Management Assistant to be based in
The Hague, Netherlands. Applications are accepted
until November 3, 2023. More information is provided
as [UN].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Civic Engagement & Governance Officer, to be
based in Somalia. Applications are accepted until
October 5, 2024. More information is provided as
[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Health and Wellness Coordinator, to be based in
United States. Applications are accepted until
November 20, 2023. More information is provided as
[IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Human Resources Manager, to be based in United
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States. Applications are accepted until November 20,
2023. More information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Safeguarding Coordinator, to be based in Ukraine.
Applications are accepted until October 20, 2023. More
information is provided as [IRC].

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a
Youth Coordinator, to be based in United States.
Applications are accepted until November 20, 2023.
More information is provided as [IRC].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Governorate Coordinator, to be based in Multiple

locations. Applications are accepted until October 11,

2023. More information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Project Administrative and Operational
Specialist, to be based in Montevideo, Uruguay.
Applications are accepted until October 5, 2023. More
information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Human Resources Officer, to be based in Rome,
Italy. Applications are accepted until October 12, 2023.
More information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Regional Social Science Specialist, to be based in
Remote Work. Applications are accepted until October
12, 2023. More information is provided as [FAQ].

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks
a Specialist on Gender and Climate adaptive
agriculture, to be based in Jordan. Applications are
accepted until October 4, 2023. More information is
provided as [FAQO].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Senior Administrative Assistant, to
be based in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted
until October 17, 2023. More information is provided
as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Senior Coordinator Officer, to be
based in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted
until November 4, 2023. More information is provided
as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Program Management Officer, to be
based in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted
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until November 3, 2023. More information is provided
as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks an Intern, to be based in Beirut,
Lebanon. Applications are accepted until October 4,
2023. More information is provided as [UNEP].

The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) seeks a Senior Liaison Officer, to be based in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Applications are accepted until
November 2, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNEP].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Communications Officer, to be
based in Remote Work. Applications are accepted until
October 4, 2023. More information is provided as
[UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Technical Head of Programs and
Strategy, to be based in Geneva, Switzerland.
Applications are accepted until October 5, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Partnership and Resource
Mobilization Manager, to be based in Geneva,
Switzerland. Applications are accepted until October 5,
2023. More information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Project Management Support
Specialist, to be based in Bujumbura, Burundi.
Applications are accepted until October 6, 2023. More
information is provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services
(UNOPS) seeks a Human Resources Senior
Assistant, to be based in Remote Work. Applications
are accepted until October 4, 2023. More information
is provided as [UNOPS].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Resource
Management Analyst, to be based in Lome, Togo.
Applications are accepted until October 15, 2023. More
information is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Team Assistant, to be
based in Lusaka, Zambia. Applications are accepted
until October 4, 2023. More information is provided as
[WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Lead Economist, to be
based in Washington DC, United States. Applications
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are accepted until October 6, 2023. More information
is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Program
Assistant, to be based in Dakar, Senegal. Applications
are accepted until October 31, 2023. More information
is provided as [WB].

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Private Sector
Specialist, to be based in New Delhi, India.
Applications are accepted until October 5, 2023. More
information is provided as [WB].

The International Organization for Migration (I0M)
seeks a Regional Thematic Specialist, to be based in
Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted until October
3, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Human Resources Officer, to be based in
Libya. Applications are accepted until October 4, 2023.
More information is provided as [|IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IO0M)
seeks a Project Coordinator, to be based in Erbil, Iraq.
Applications are accepted until October 4, 2023. More
information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)
seeks a Programme Support Officer, to be based in
Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted until October
4, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM].

The International Organization for Migration (IO0M)
seeks a Project Officer, to be based in South Sudan.
Applications are accepted until October 3, 2023. More
information is provided as [IOM].

The Department of Geography, Geology, and
Environmental Science in the College of Letters and
Sciences at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
in Wisconsin, United States, is inviting applications for
an Assistant Professor of Physical Geography or
Environmental Science position. The Application
submission deadline is open until filled. For more
details, see [University of Wisconsin-Whitewater].

Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts in
Massachusetts, United States, is inviting applications
for an Adjunct Faculty Pool in Environmental
Science position. The application submission deadline
is not specified. For more details, see [Massachusetts
Collegel].

New York University Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates, is inviting applications for a Research
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Associate in the Division of Science position. The
application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [New York University Abu Dhabi.

New York University Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates, is inviting applications for the position of
Research Assistant in the Division of Arts and
Humanities. The application submission deadline is
not specified. For more details, see [New York
University Abu Dhabi].

New York University Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates, is inviting applications for a Research
Assistant in the Center for Astrophysics and Space
Sciences position. The application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see [New
York University Abu Dhabi].

New York University Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates, is inviting applications for a Post-Doctoral
Associate in the Division of Social Science position.
The application submission deadline is not specified.
For more details, see [New York University Abu Dhabi].

New York University Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates, is inviting applications for a position of Post
Doctoral Associate. The application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see [New
York University Abu Dhabi].

New York University Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates, is inviting applications for a Research
Assistant in Behavioral Economics or Behavioral
Institutional Design position. The application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [New York University Abu Dhabi].

California State University, United States, is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor of Political
Science position. Application submission deadline is
open until filled. For more details, see [California State
University, Northridge].

Whitman College in Washington, United States, is
inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of
Politics position. The application submission deadline
is not specified. For more details, see [Whitman
Collegel.

Colby College in Maine, United States, is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor in Political
Economy position. The application submission
deadline is not specified. For more details, see [Colby
Collegel.
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Colby College in Maine, United States is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor Artificial
Intelligence in Politics and Policy position. The
application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Colby College].

Colby College in Maine, United States, is inviting
applications for an Assistant Professor in Conflict
and Human Security position. The application
submission deadline is not specified. For more details,
see [Colby College].

Department of Political Science in Texas State
University, United States, is inviting applications for
an Assistant Professor of Political Science position.
The application is open until the position is filled. For
more details, see [Texas State University-San Marcos].

University of Missouri - Columbia, United States, is
inviting applications for an Assistant in Agricultural
and Science Communication position. The
application is open until the position is filled. For more
details, see [University of Missouri - Columbial.

Appalachian State University, United States, is
inviting applications for the position of Scientist. The
application is open until the position is filled. For more
details, see [Appalachian State University].

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater in Wisconsin,
United States, is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor in Environmental Justice position.
Application submission deadline is October 31, 2023.
For more details, see [University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater].

Alcorn State University in Mississippi, United States,
is inviting applications for a the position of Science
Teacher. Application submission deadline is open until
filled. For more details, see [Alcorn State University].

Lone Star College in Texas, United States, is inviting
applications for an Adjunct Faculty position. The
application submission deadline is not specified. For
more details, see [Lone Star College].

John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York,
United States, is inviting applications for an Assistant
Professor in Political Science psoition. Application
submission deadline is October 27, 2023. For more
details, see [John Jay College of Criminal Justice].

Team:
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Aimpavee Kiratiakkrasak (ak), Dan Kristian Rivera (kr), Duc
Quang Ly (dql), Griffin Allan (ga), Hanzaw Aung (ha),
Harshita Prashar (hp), Isabelle Chua (ic), Kanokphong
Visetvoharn, Khin Ohnmar Moe (km), Lachlan Foster (If),
Lawrence Brenner (Ib), Lucas Meier (Im), Morten Strantzen
(ms), Muhammad Hussain Amin (mha), Noor Afrose (na),
Philipp Schifler (ps), Phoo Wai Yan Myint (pm), Sai Laung
Kam (slk), Saranya Setthi (ss), Tarazi Mohammed Sheikh
(tms), Tomwit Jarnson (tj), Venus Phuangkom, Wai Yan
Phyo Naing (wn), Worrawit Sirijintana (ws)

We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please
send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter
to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and
browse our website for other updates and news!

fle

German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and Good Governance - CPG
Room 207, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University, 2 Prachan Road, Bangkok 10200, Thailand

www.cpg-online.de

www.facebook.com/cpgtu

Preferences | Unsubscribe



mailto:info@cpg-online.de
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-tij/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-tit/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-tii/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-tid/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vijmdd-l-tih/
http://email.cpg-online.de/functionalityDisabled.html
http://email.cpg-online.de/functionalityDisabled.html

