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Dear Readers,

Welcome to this week’s issue of the Asia in Review (AIR)

covering the latest events, developments and trends in

domestic politics, international relations and

geopolitics in East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

With apologies for the delay in release, I wish you an

informative read and extend special greetings to

everyone who celebrates the Independence Day of

Guinea, Iraq and Lesotho and Germany’s Day of Unity

this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: White paper on the Global

Community of Shared Future

(ms) The State Council published, on September 26, a

white paper on the Global Community of Shared

Future (GCSF), a document comprehensively

presenting the vision of the Chinese government for

the transformation of the global order [see full text in

English and in Chinese].

The foundation of the GCSF is the narrative of the

interconnection of the “destiny” of all mankind. Based

on this the white paper presents the goal to achieve

“an open inclusive, clean and beautiful world that

enjoys lasting peace, universal security, and common

prosperity, turning people’s longing for a better life

into reality.”  
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The GCSF, according to the Chinese government, aims

to counter the restrengthening of Cold-War mentalities

and instead support the flourishment of a multipolar

international order acting in favor of the wellbeing of

humanity.

The presented contents are not new but are to a large

extent a kind of synthesis of the visions and demanded

changes already described in the three global

initiatives concerning security (GSI), development (GDI)

and civilization (GCI).

At the core are the rejection of hegemony and the

achievement of "true multilateralism" based on equal

international partnerships, the creation of a new

security environment, the promotion of common

development and prosperity in the sense of win-win

cooperation instead of zero-sum, intercultural

exchange and green and low-carbon development.

With reference to current developments, the Chinese

government positions itself in the GCSF on the one

hand against the idea of de-risking, which is currently

being discussed especially in the EU, meaning the

reduction of the dependence of the European

economy on China through, among other things, the

diversification of the economy. On the other hand, the

GCSF emphasizes the commitment to fulfil China's role

as a "responsive major country" in, for example, the

efforts to end the Russian war of aggression on

Ukraine or also in the mediation between Iran and

Saudi Arabia.

The document ends with an outlook on the areas in

which the Chinese government sees a particular need

to transform the existing global order in line with the

GCSF. Here, the Chinese government highlights the

areas of health, cybersecurity, nuclear security, climate

protection and maritime issues. On the latter, in the

face of strained relations over China's activities

particularly in the South China Sea, it says: "China has

proposed to form a maritime community of shared

future and has always been committed to peaceful

resolution of territorial sovereignty and maritime rights

and interests disputes through dialogue and

consultation."

China: Potential new finance minister

unveiled

(ms) The Chinese Ministry of Finance announced on

September 28 the appointment of Lan Foan as the new

secretary of the Ministry of Finance, putting him in pole

position to become the new finance minister.



Lan, who until his current appointment had been party

chief of the northern Shanxi Province since 2022, takes

over from Liu Kun, who has held the post of secretary

along with that of finance minister since 2018. At 67,

Liu is already two years above the actual official

retirement age of 65 for minister-level officials. Against

this background, it is assumed that Liu will also step

down from the position of finance minister in the

course of the coming weeks or months and Lan will

then take over the dual position, but nothing has yet

been officially announced by the Chinese government

or the ministry in this regard.

That Liu despite his age, was initially confirmed in its

office as Minister of Finance, during the 14th National

People's Congress in March this year, was at first sight

for observers a surprise. However, the decision was

then justified by observers with the continued poor

economic situation of the country after three years

Zero-COVID. The economy should first begin to

stabilize, until a new minister takes over this task and

associated difficulties, was the common interpretation.

[Caixin Global] [Reuters] [WIO News]

The imminent appointment of a new finance minister

is seen as a sign of improvement and confidence in the

Chinese economy and is in line with economic trends

and forecasts that indicate a stabilization of the

Chinese economy.

For example, according to data from the World

Economic Survey, the all-sector price index hit a 14-

month high in September and the Purchasing

Managers Index (PMI), an index showing overall

changes in the economy in the manufacturing sector,

rose for the first time in six months, the National

Bureau of Statistics of China reported on September

30. [Bloomberg] [South China Morning Post]

China: Xi calls for opening-up of economy

and commitment to anti-corruption

campaign

(ms) During the Politburo group study session led by

President Xi Jinping, Xi and the Chinese government

presented the government's current priorities. In the

face of persistent economic problems, Xi appealed to

further open China's economy to foreign investment.

At the same time, he reiterated the importance of

loyalty to the Party and doubled down on the anti-

corruption campaign.

Referring to the 45th anniversary of China's "opening-

up" policy that started under Deng Xiaoping and
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China's subsequent economic miracle, Xi called for the

continuation of efforts to open up the country's

economy to foreign investors. In particular, he took the

country's free trade zones to task for "going wider and

deeper" with their trials and "being highly connected

with international trade rules."

In addition, the Politburo called on the country's state-

owned enterprises and financial institutions to support

the "real economy," meaning a shift away from

speculative investments in the financial and real estate

sectors in favor of greater investment in the country's

industrial and technological sectors. [South China

Morning Post 1]

Another important priority for the Chinese government

is party loyalty; in addition to the demands on state-

owned financial and business enterprises already

described, this alludes to the continuation of the anti-

corruption campaign begun when Xi took office in

2012/13. Part of the study session was the

presentation review of the reports of the anti-

corruption bodies of the above-mentioned areas. The

report concluded that the recent inspections had

proven to be "an effective method to identify and solve

problems" and would therefore continue with the

strategy.

Officially, the anti-corruption campaign has recently

focused on the country's financial, health and sports

sectors, but the disappearance of now-replaced

Foreign Minister Qin Gang, the absence of Defense

Minister Li Shangfu and the replacement of high-

ranking People's Liberation Army Rocket Force

personnel have led to speculation that the country's

high-ranking political elite is and remains a target of

the campaign. [South China Morning Post 2]

China: Founder of indebted developer

Evergrande in detention

(ms) Evergrande announced on September 28 that Xu

Jiayin, billionaire founder of the former largest

developer Evergrande, was placed under house arrest

earlier this month on suspicion of committing

unspecified crimes, and at the same time the company

halted trade sharing.

Exact information about the circumstances of the case

is not yet known, but reports indicate that in addition

to Xu, other high-ranking employees and former

employees of Evergrande have also been arrested.

Former chief financial officer (CFO) Pan Darong and

former chief executive officer (CEO) Xia Haijun have
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been reportedly placed under arrest. Both Pan and Xia

resigned from their posts in the middle of last year

after it emerged that Evergrande had used nearly USD

2 billion in assets as collateral for third-party loans.

In addition, several employees of Evergrande Wealth,

the wealth unit, were taken into custody as early as

mid-September [see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3].

According to new information, Xu's son, Xu Tenghe,

who had earlier headed this unit, was also among the

individuals taken into custody.

The exact consequences for the individuals as well as

what they might have on the fate of the company as a

whole are not yet clear. The move of the Chinese

security authorities may signal an end to the prolonged

investigation at Evergrande, but whether the affected

creditors will continue to have confidence in the

company remains to be seen, and the likelihood of a

full liquidation has probably increased. [Bloomberg]

[Nikkei Asia] [The Guardian] [The New York Times] [The

Straits Times]

China: Former head of Tsinghua Group

pleads guilty

(ms) Zhao Weiguo, the former head of the state-

backed shareholding group Tsinghua Group has

pleaded guilty on several charges including corruption

charges on September 28, after he was officially

charged and arrested in March of this year.

Zhao's case is part of an offensive by Chinese security

authorities against corruption or other unfair business

practices related to the Chinese semiconductor

industry.

While Tsinghua Group has a diversified portfolio of

investments, they are a major player in financing the

domestic semiconductor industry. In addition to Zhao,

for example, investigations were launched in the

middle of last year against three high-ranking

executives of the "Big Fund" or officially the China

Integrated Circuit Industry Investment Fund, the

country's largest semiconductor industry investment

fund [see AiR No. 33, August/2022, 3]. [South China

Morning Post]

China: People's Liberation Army presents

video on reunification
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(ms) The People's Liberation Army (PLA) Eastern

Theater Command released a video on its envisioned

path towards Taiwan's reunification with mainland

China on October 1,  the founding day of the People's

Republic of China.

The video shows two cartoon characters, which are

based on the famous artwork "Dwelling in the Fuchun

Mountains". The artwork was damaged by a fire in the

16th century and as a result was split in two parts, with

one part now located in the National Palace Museum

in the Taiwanese capital Taipei and the other in the

Zhejiang Provincial Museum in mainland China. The

circumstances make the artwork a symbol of the

separation of China and Taiwan and the published

video shows the visit of the two video characters, thus

their reunification.

The video is part of one side of the Chinese

government's two-pronged approach to achieving

reunification. In mid-May, Wang Huning, chief political

strategist of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and

number four on the CCP Politburo Standing

Committee, introduced the Chinese government's new

Taiwan policy, which emphasizes communication and

cultural exchange between the two sides of the Taiwan

Strait [see AiR No. 20, May/2023, 3].

Further, in mid-September, the CCP unveiled plans to

transform Fuijian Province into a "demonstration zone"

to highlight the development potential of the two sides

of the Strait and promote closer cooperation and

rapprochement. [CCTV in Chinese] [CNN]

However, in addition to these soft power approaches,

China has also increased its military presence around

the island in recent months, including various large-

scale military maneuvers as well as exercises. [Global

Times]

China: Next lunar mission in 2024

(ms) The China National Space Administration

announced in a press release on September 29, that

the preparation and planning of the Chang'e 6 project

is on schedule and the next lunar mission will be

launched as planned in 2024.

Already in the first half of the year, a new relay satellite

is to be launched into space, which is to improve the

communication between the Earth and the Chang'e 6

probe.
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The goal of the mission is to land a probe on the side

of the moon facing away from the Earth and to collect

rock samples from there and bring them back to Earth

for the first time in human history. The probe also has

10 kilograms of free storage space, which according to

current plans will be loaded with scientific instruments

from France, Italy and the European Space Agency, and

a Pakistani payload. [China Daily] [South China

Morning Post]

Japan: Extraordinary session of

parliament set for October 20

(dql) Japan’s parliament is scheduled for an

extraordinary parliamentary session to be convened

on October 20, as unveiled by Komeito, the junior

partner in the ruling coalition with the Liberal

Democratic Party.  

The first parliamentary debate for Prime Minister

Fumio Kishida's new Cabinet following the reshuffle

earlier this month [see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3],

the session’s focus will on the question whether

Kishida will submit a draft supplementary budget to

parliament to fund a new economic package that was

recently announced by the Prime Minister early last

week and that relief measures for low-income

households to mitigate the impacts of inflation.  

These measures are said to include subsidies that aim

to tackle rises in gasoline prices and electricity and gas

bills. They also aim to provide support to small and

midsize companies that have struggled to raise

payment for their employees and coping with labor

shortages. Under the package, the government will

also push for investment in strategic sectors such as

semiconductors [see AiR No. 39, September/2023, 4]. 

The submission of the extra budget to fund these

measures is widely seen as reducing the likelihood of

Kishida dissolving the lower house at the start of the

upcoming session. 

Speculations about a possible dissolution of the House

of Representatives have risen in the face of low

approval ratings for the Prime Minister and his

Cabinet. [The Mainichi] [Kyodo News]  

Japan: Government to subsidize

semiconductor production at home
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(dql) A JPY 192 billion (USD 1.3 billion) in subsidies for

the Hiroshima chip factory of M Micron Technology, a

US producer of computer memory and computer data

storage, has been approved by the Japanese

government, as announced by the Ministry for

Economy, Trade and Industry October 3. 

The move is part of the country’s efforts to strengthen

indigenous next-generation semiconductor

production. 

The subsidies account for nearly 40 percent of the

investment plans of Micron Technology in Japan.

[South China Morning Post]

Japan: Government seeks dissolution of

religious group linked to assassination of

former Prime Minister Abe

(dql) The Japanese government is reportedly planning

to request the Tokyo District Court to issue to dissolve

the Unification Church. 

This comes after the religious group has come under

heightened scrutiny over its practices of soliciting

donations among members since the fatal shot at

former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in July last year. The

suspect admitted that Abe’s link to the Unification

Church to which his mother donated money that

caused her bankruptcy was the reason for the

assassination [see AiR No. 28, July/2022, 2].  

Current legislation allows for the dissolution of a

religious group on grounds of substantial harm to

public welfare.  

The Unification Church is accused of pressuring its

members to purchase vases and other items for

exorbitant prices through the use of threats, such as

invoking negative "ancestral karma." The suspect's

mother is said to have been pressured in this way to

spend USD 670,000. [Kyodo News] 

Japan: Release of second batch of

Fukushima nuclear plant wastewater set

for October 5

(dql) Japan will begin the release of a second batch of

wastewater from the crippled Fukushima nuclear plant

on October 5, as announced by plant operator Tokyo

Electric Power (Tepco). 7,800 tons of treated
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radioactive water, the same amount as the first

discharge, will be released into the Pacific Ocean over

a period of more than two weeks. [Kyodo News] 

In August, Japan began the discharge of 1,34 million

tons of wastewater, that has been stored at the plant

after it was crippled during the 2011 tsunami

crippled.  

The move triggered concerns and protests from local

fishermen and environmental groups within the

country and among neighboring countries over

environmental and health risks. 

China responded with a ban on all Japanese seafood

imports after the first release, that ended on

September 11 [see AiR No. 35, August/2023, 5], and

continues to reject the release and drastically reduce

imports [see AiR No. 39, September/2023, 4]. 

Japan: Lawmaker indicted for receiving

bribes

(dql) Japanese lower house lawmaker Masatoshi

Akimoto has been indicted for accepting bribes from a

wind power firm. 

Under the charges, Akimoto accepted USD 470,00 in

bribes from windmill producer Japan Wind

Development Co., which was bidding for offshore wind

power projects in Aomori Prefecture, in return for

asking specific questions at sessions in the

parliament.  

Akimoto, who left the ruling Liberal Democratic Party

(LDP) after the corruption case came to light,

previously served as secretary general of an LDP

parliamentary group for the promotion of renewable

energies. He was among the advocates for passing a

law on utilizing sea areas for renewable power

generation which enter into force in April 2019.  

He was arrested in early September [see AiR No. 37,

September/2023, 2] and faces a prison sentence of up

to seven years. [Kyodo News] 

Japan: Government ordered to pay

damages to victims of mercury-poisoning

disease
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(dql) The government has been ordered by Osaka

District Court to pay compensation of JPY 350 million

(USD 2.3 million) in damages to 128 victims of the

Minamata mercury-poisoning disease.  

The ruling marks the first such ruling among similar

lawsuits filed nationwide over the country’s redress

measure. It acknowledges that all of the plaintiffs in

the lawsuit, who were considered not eligible for relief

payments under a special law, were victims of

Minamata disease. 

Under the 2009 special law for a relief program about

38,000 people were considered eligible for one-time

payment or medical benefits, while almost 9,700

people were rejected on grounds of age and place of

residence. So far, the government has issued

certificates recognizing sufferers of the disease as

Minamata patients to only about 3,000 people. 

First diagnosed in 1956, the disease paralyzes the

central nervous system and causes birth defects. It was

later linked to the consumption of seafood from the

Minamata Bay, which is located on Japan’s southern

main island of Kyushu and where Japanese chemical

company Chisso dumped mercury compounds. 

The Minamata disease is one of Japan's worst

environmental disasters and became an international

symbol of environmental damage and corruption

behind Japan’s rise to economic prominence. [Kyodo

News] [Quartz] 

Japan: Highest rules against dual

citizenship

(dql) Japan's Supreme Court, the country’s highest

court, decided on September 28 to dismiss an appeal

by eight nationals residing in Switzerland and France

who have challenged the country’s ban on dual

citizenship.  

The plaintiffs argued that foreign nationality was

necessary to facilitate their work and lives abroad

while expressing their hope to maintain their Japanese

citizenship. 

The Supreme Court's ruling upholds lower court

rulings that recognized the constitutionality of a legal

requirement under which Japanese must give up their

original citizenship to obtain foreign nationality. [The

Japan Times]
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Japan: No indictment of immigration

officials over death of Sri Lankan

detainee

(dql) Prosecutors in Nagoya have dropped charges

against officials at an immigration center in the central

Japan city over the death of a Sri Lankan detainee

Ratnayake Liyanage Wishma Sandamali, according to

an announcement of September 29. 

It is the second time that the prosecution has decided

against an indictment, after in June last year,

prosecutors dropped charges against 13 immigration

bureau officials accused of murder and abandonment

resulting in death in a criminal complaint filed by

Sandamali’s family.  

33-year-old Sandamali died in March 2021 while in

detention after she had complained about ill health for

around a month.  

Her case has triggered ongoing discussions about

conditions at Japan’s detention centers and the

treatment of detainees there. [Kyodo News]  

Japan: Okinawa prefecture governor

rejects central government’s landfill work

plans for U.S. base relocation 

(dql) Okinawa prefecture governor Denny Tamaki has

rejected the demand of the central government to

approve its modified plan on landfill work for the

relocation of a key U.S. base within the southern island

prefecture. 

Tamaki's decision is likely to prompt Tokyo to adopt a

stricter approach and move forward with a procedure

that allows the land minister, rather than the governor,

to approve the plan. [Kyodo News] 

North Korea: Authorities intensify

crackdown on private fuel vendors amidst

harvest seasons

(tms) Recent reports reveal that North Korean

authorities have launched a rigorous crackdown on

private fuel vendors, with a particular focus on the city

of Sinuiju in North Pyongan Province, which faces

Dandong, Liaoning, China, across the international

border of the Yalu River.  
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The crackdown is attributed to fuel shortages at the

start of the autumn harvest, prompting authorities to

confiscate fuel from vendors to ensure its availability

for farm equipment. The confiscated fuel is promptly

redirected to farms.  

Vendors caught during the initial crackdown have been

unable to recover their seized fuel, even when offering

bribes. This abrupt and intensified enforcement has

driven vendors to cease fuel sales and hide.  

Furthermore, concerns arise as some policemen are

reportedly diverting confiscated fuel for personal

profit, causing discontent among citizens.  

This crackdown extends beyond Sinuiju to Hyesan in

Yanggang Province, reflecting a growing frustration

among citizens with the government. [Daily NK] 

North Korea: Nuclear force policy

embedded in constitution, vows to

accelerate weapons production vowed

(tms) North Korea has incorporated its nuclear force

policy into its constitution, declaring it as a permanent

fixture to ensure its "rights to existence" and to deter

war, according to state media Korean Central News

Agency (KCNA).  

The constitutional amendment was unanimously

adopted by the Supreme People's Assembly after a

two-day meeting.  

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un emphasized the

need to boost nuclear weapons production

exponentially and diversify nuclear strike capabilities,

citing US military drills and strategic deployments in

the region as extreme provocations. [KCNA] 

South Korea's unification ministry noted this as a

strong commitment to maintaining its nuclear

program. [Reuters]

North Korea: Plan to launch military

satellite reaffirmed amid tensions

(tms) North Korea has reiterated its intention to launch

a military reconnaissance satellite this month, marking

its third attempt following previous failures in May and

August. 
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The launch, which could occur next week during the

celebration of the ruling Workers' Party's founding, is

intended to showcase leader Kim Jong-un's

achievements. North Korea continues to advance its

military capabilities through satellite launches, defying

UN Security Council resolutions [see AiR No. 35,

August/2023, 5].  

In September, Kim unveiled a tactical nuclear-capable

submarine, met Putin, visited weapons plants; US

accuses North Korea of aiding Russia in Ukraine,

raising concerns about arms deals. Tensions persist in

disarmament talks, with Pyongyang demanding

sanctions relief before denuclearization discussions

[see AiR No. 37, September/2023, 2]. 

North Korea's criticism of the IAEA's recognition as a

nuclear weapons state prompted the US to urge China

to leverage its historical support for North Korea to

promote dialogue (see entry in this edition). 

China is preparing for a high-level global forum, the

Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation,

where President Xi Jinping is expected to meet with

Putin to align policies in response to the US and its

allies, further complicating the regional dynamics.

[Korea Herald] 

South Korea: Competition grows fierce in

Seoul as parties vie for dominance in the

assembly

(tms) Over the extended holiday weekend, both ruling

People Power Party and opposition Democratic Party

of Korea politicians vigorously campaigned in Gangseo,

western Seoul, ahead of a pivotal by-election on

October 11th.  

This by-election, taking place six months before the

general election, is poised to reveal the prevailing voter

sentiment in Seoul, a critical swing electorate holding

approximately 40 seats that could sway control of the

National Assembly.  

The ruling People Power Party seeks a win in Seoul to

bolster its position against the opposition Democratic

Party of Korea, currently outnumbering them 168 to

111 seats, granting it the legislative push needed for

the Yoon Suk Yeol administration.  

With Democratic Party candidate Jin Gyo-hoon in the

lead in Gangseo-gu, the election is seen as a precursor

to the 2024 general election, with 61 percent of voters

considering its results as influential.  
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The outcome of the by-election will likely set the tone

for the forthcoming national elections. [Korea Herald] 

South Korea: Government expects exports

to rebound in October, prioritizes support

for chip industry

(tms) Finance Minister Choo Kyung-ho expects exports

to rebound by October or November despite recent

uncertainties like rising oil prices and financial market

volatility during his visit to SK hynix Inc.'s Seoul facility,

affirming the overall economic recovery. 

August marked the 11th consecutive month of

declining South Korean exports, mainly due to

weakened demand for semiconductors and petroleum

products [see AiR No. 36, September/2023, 1].

[Reuters]  

Choo also addressed the recent rise in the US dollar,

stating that the Korean won's movements are relatively

stable compared to other currencies, though the

government stands ready to implement necessary

measures if market instability escalates. 

Choo reaffirmed the government's commitment to

supporting the chip industry, considering it a strategic

and core sector for South Korea's economy,

responsible for 18.9 percent of exports and 41.5

percent of manufacturing investment in 2022.  

Measures such as tax cuts and financial support will be

deployed to bolster the industry during its current

downturn. [Yonhap] 

South Korea: Population declines as births

hit record low and aging continues

(tms) Data from Statistics Korea, a government

organization responsible for managing national

statistics in South Korea, reveals that South Korea's

population decline persisted in July, primarily due to

rapid aging and a sharp decrease in the number of

newborns.  

In July, only 19,102 babies were born, marking a 6.7

percent drop compared to the previous year. This

marks the tenth consecutive month of declining births

and the first time July figures have dipped below

20,000 since data collection began in 1981. 
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Conversely, deaths in the country surged by 8.3

percent to 28,238, a consequence of the aging

population, resulting in a natural population decrease

of 9,137. This trend of deaths surpassing births has

now extended for 45 consecutive months. 

The data also shows a 5.3 percent decrease in

marriages to 14,155 and a marginal 0.5 percent decline

in divorces to 7,500.  

Last month, it was reported that South Korea's total

fertility rate hit a record low of 0.7 in the second

quarter of 2023, well below the replacement level of

2.1 required to maintain a stable population of 51

million [see AiR No. 31, August/2023, 1]. [Yonhap] 

South Korea: Prosecutors raid former

democratic party leader's home in cash-

for-votes scandal probe

(tms) Former Democratic Party leader Song Young-gil's

residence was raided by prosecutors as part of an

ongoing investigation into a cash-for-votes scandal

linked to the party's 2021 leadership election.  

The investigation revolves around allegations that

Song's campaign distributed cash envelopes totaling

KRW 94 million to 20 DP lawmakers and party

members ahead of his successful election in May 2021

[see AiR No. 32, August/2023, 2].  

Prosecutors suspect that a support group for Song, the

Research Institute for Peace & Livelihood, was involved

in sourcing these funds.  

Investigators are also examining whether the institute

received money from a sponsor via a former party

official, Kim. This marks the second raid on Song's

home, with prosecutors planning to question him after

analyzing seized items. [Yonhap] 

South Korea: Opposition leader proposes

one-on-one talks with President Yoon

(tms) Opposition leader Lee Jae-myung, who chairs

South Korea's Democratic Party (DP), has extended an

invitation to President Yoon Suk Yeol for one-on-one

discussions regarding public livelihood issues.  

Lee's proposal, conveyed through a Facebook post,

follows a recent court decision rejecting an arrest
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warrant for him on corruption charges. [Yonhap 1] 

He called for a temporary halt to political disputes until

December's regular parliamentary session and urged

both sides to focus on addressing livelihood concerns.

Lee emphasized the potential for this meeting to signal

economic recovery and improve people's well-being.  

While the ruling People Power Party (PPP) criticized the

proposal, the DP urged President Yoon to accept the

offer, highlighting the importance of addressing

economic challenges promptly. [Yonhap 2] 

Taiwan: Relaxing regulations on

recognition of indigenous status for

people with “mixed” parents

(dql) Taiwan's Cabinet has approved an amendment to

the Status Act For Indigenous Peoples that seeks to

relax regulations on recognition of Indigenous status

for Indigenous people who lost their Indigenous status

after taking their non-Indigenous parent's surname. 

Under current legislation, people with one Indigenous

parent forfeit their Indigenous status when taking their

non-Indigenous parent's surname, in either their

original or adoptive family. 

The change under the amendment would allow

Indigenous people who exclusively use Han Chinese

names and those adopted by non-Indigenous people

to acquire Indigenous status. 

Possessing Indigenous status comes with certain social

benefits, such as preferential treatment for college

enrollment. 

In a related move, the Cabinet has approved

amendments to the Indigenous Peoples Employment

Rights Protection Act, too. The revisions included an

extension of the minimum percentage of Indigenous

employees required by law at public institutions,

including government agencies and public schools in

designated Indigenous administrative areas. [Focus

Taiwan] 

Taiwan: Opposition parties clash over lead

in potential joint presidential ticket 

(dql) Ko Wen-je, presidential contender of the minor

opposition Taiwan People's Party (TPP) has rejected
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ideas of him unconditionally accepting the junior role

in a prospective joint ticket with Kuomintang (KMT)

presidential candidate Hou Yu-ih.  

This came in response to comments made by KMT

heavyweight Jaw Shau-kong who insisted that Hou

could not other than top the ticket. 

While accepting that a consensus must be reached

between the two parties for an electoral pact against

Lai Ching-te, Taiwan’s Vice-President and presidential

candidate of the ruling Democratic Progressive Party

(DPP), Ko doubted that the KMT could frame demands

that he abandon his own presidential ambitions

unconditionally without regard for polling as

"cooperation." Ko and Hou have been close in recent

polls, with Lai leading comfortably.   

Hou, for his part, said that he was confident about the

future cooperation between KMT and TPP, adding that

“hat whoever can ensure a prosperous and peaceful

life for the people of Taiwan, shall be the presidential

candidate that everyone should rally behind.” [Focus

Taiwan] 

Taiwan is scheduled to hold presidential elections on

January 24, 2024. 

Taiwan: Probe into attempted obstruction

of indigenous submarine project

launched

(dql) Taiwan’s Supreme Prosecutors Office has

unveiled on October 3 that an investigation has been

launched into allegations of interference and

information leaks involving Taiwan's first indigenous

submarine program (IDS).  

The announcement came in response to demands for

such a probe from lawmakers of the ruling Democratic

Progressive Party (DPP) in light of allegations

surrounding the submarine project.   

The allegations refer to statements of IDS program

convener Huang Shu-kuang who is cited by local media

as accusing a lawmaker of persisting sabotage of the

construction of "Narwhal," a submarine prototype with

a price tag of USD 1.53 billion, and arms dealers, who

lost the bid, of leaked information about the

submarine to a Chinese embassy.  

While Huang refrained from naming the accused

legislator, former arms dealer and advisor to the navy

Kuo His said publicly that the individual behind the
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sabotage and leaking information to China was

lawmaker Ma Wen-chun, a member of the Foreign and

National Defense Committee of the main opposition

party, the Kuomingtang (KMT). [Taipei Times] [Focus

Taiwan] 

On September 28, Taiwan’s first homegrown

submarine Narwhal was launched in ceremony

presided over by President Tsai Ing-wen. 

Following several tests, the USD 1.54 billion diesel-

electric powered submarine be delivered to the navy

by the end of 2024. [BBC] 

Taiwan: Patriot missiles tested

(dql) Taiwan has reportedly conducted tests of Patriot

missiles during a joint training exercise, held in August

the Pacific island country of Palau. 

The Patriot missiles in question are said to be the PAC-

2 system that have a range of about 160 km. 

According to analyst, the Japan-based US 38th Air

Defense Artillery Brigade was deployed to Palau to

conduct live-fire exercises with the MIM-104 Patriot

surface-to-air system and stinger missiles in July.

[Focus Taiwan] 
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Bangladesh: Government bars opposition

leader from receiving treatment abroad

(ps/lm) Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has

stated that opposition leader and former Prime

Minister Khaleda Zia cannot be granted legal

permission to travel abroad for medical treatment

without returning to prison first and obtaining

approval from a court. [The Daily Star] [Dhaka Tribune]

Khaleda Zia is currently receiving treatment in Dhaka

for various health issues, including advanced liver

cirrhosis, diabetes, a heart condition, and breathing

difficulties. She had previously been sentenced to

prison for corruption and was released under house

arrest. Zia's party has called for her immediate release,

citing her severe medical condition. Previously, the

BNP had set a 48-hour ultimatum for Khaleda to be

transferred abroad; the ultimatum ended without

much consequence.

In a separate development, an indictment hearing for

Khaleda and others accused of graft in awarding a

contract for the operation of a coal mine was

postponed to December. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Election Commission to

announce election schedule in first week

of November

(ps) Election Commissioner Md Anisur Rahman has

announced that the schedule for the national election

will be officially declared during the first week of

November. In the same statement it was announced

that ballot papers would be distributed to the voting

centers on the day of the election rather than in

advance as in previous elections. [Prothom Alo]

The election code of conduct stipulates that no

development projects can be inaugurated after the

election schedule is announced. The last inauguration,

the opening of a tunnel, is expected to happen on

October 28. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Election observers receives

more applications for election observer

registration

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-di/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-dd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-dh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-dk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-du/


(ps) The Election Commission (EC) has received over

150 applications from local NGOs for registration as

election observers. An earlier round of applications

had resulted in 199 submissions of which 66 were

selected. The number of observers was then found to

be insufficient, and the current round of applications

was started. [Dhaka Tribune]

The EC has also updated their requirements for

international election observers. The new guidelines

require practical experience with election, democracy

or related areas, observers must be registered in their

home country and submit an election observation

report within 30 days after the election. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh: New Chief of Justice takes

oath of office

(ps) Justice Obaidul Hassan who has been appointed

Chief of Justice on September 12 took his oath on

September 26. In a previous position Hassan acted as

the chairman of Bangladesh’s International Crimes

Tribunal-2 during trials regarding war crimes in the

1971 Bangladesh War of Independence. [Dhakar

Tribune]

Bangladesh: Internet connection to Indian

news site cut

(ps) The Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory

Commission (BTRC) has instructed internet providers

to block access to the Indian news site “Northeast

News”. This was motivated by the site’s coverage of

Bangladesh politics. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Public letter against US visa

restrictions on media person published

(ps/lm) 190 eminent citizens of Bangladesh, including

activists, minority community leaders, and journalists,

have expressed concern and disappointment over a

statement made by the United States ambassador in

Dhaka, Peter Haas, regarding the implementation of a

visa policy affecting individuals involved in

undermining democratic elections in Bangladesh.

[Prothom Alo]
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Washington has not publicly disclosed the names of

individuals affected by the visa restrictions, as visa

records are safeguarded by US law. Nevertheless, it

has been confirmed that these restrictions have been

imposed on members of law enforcement, the ruling

party, the political opposition, members of the

judiciary or media persons. [AiR No. 39,

September/2023, 4]

The statement released last week criticizes Haas'

remark that those connected with the media may fall

under the visa policy, viewing it as contrary to media

freedom. It also highlights the importance of the media

in Bangladesh in creating awareness against radical

forces and expresses concern that Haas' statement

may deter the media from publishing critical reports.

The group questions the motives behind such

statements and their potential impact on communal

harmony and media freedom in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh: Left wing students’ group

announces protests

(ps) The Ganatantrik Chhatra Jote, a coalition of seven

left-wing student organizations, has announced a

nationwide student rally with six demands, including

the resignation of the current government in

Bangladesh. The demands also include the formulation

of an inclusive, science-based, democratic education

policy, the reduction of educational material prices,

and the repeal of certain laws, such as the Cyber

Security Act and the Essential Services Bill-2023. The

student rallies are scheduled to take place in various

cities across Bangladesh in the coming months. [Dhaka

Tribune]

The coalition accuses the government of alleged vote

fraud and external intervention in politics, and it

highlights issues such as disappearances, murders,

and assaults. It also criticizes the government's

promotion of privatization and commercialization in

education and the influence of the ruling party's

student wing in educational institutions.

Bangladesh: Protests over treatment of

Uyghur Muslims in China

(ps) National Ulema Mashaikh Parishad (NUMP),

Bangladesh organized a protest that about 300 people

attended criticizing the treatment of the Muslim

Uyghur minority in China and demanding a wider
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Muslim and international audience to join them.

Numerous allegations of human rights violations,

including coerced sterilization and cultural

suppression, have led certain governmental entities

such as the U.S. State Department, to categorize these

actions as "genocide." [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: More than 200 journalists

tortured and harassed in nine months,

NGO claims

(ps) Human rights organization Ain o Salish Kendra

(ASK) have published their report on the last nine

months. ASK state that more than 200 Journalists were

tortured and harassed, with one being killed. ASK also

reported of allegations that eight people were killed by

law enforcement agencies. [Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Prominent human rights

activists file appeal against two-year jail

term

(ps) The secretary and director of Bangladesh-based

human rights organization Odhikhar have filed an

appeal with the High Court against their two-year jail

sentence in a case filed under the Information and

Communication Technology Act. [Dhaka Tribune]

The charges against Adilur Rahman Khan and

Nasiruddin Elan are related to a fact-finding report

they compiled a decade ago on extrajudicial killings.

This report documented a protest by an Islamist group

that aimed to impose a stricter form of religion on

Bangladeshi society. It highlighted that during an

overnight operation in Dhaka to disperse the

protesters, security forces had killed a minimum of 61

individuals, including children. [AiR No. 38,

September/2023, 3]

Bangladesh: Eight injured by guns in

political student group fight

(ps) Eight individuals sustained gunshot wounds and

others were otherwise injured during a clash between

two local factions of Chhatra League, the student wing

of Bangladesh’s ruling Awami League. The fight was

motivated by a local power struggle. [Dhaka Tribune]
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Bangladesh: Five injured in attack among

government party

(ps) A violent incident occurred during a celebration of

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's birthday in Comilla,

resulting in at least five people being injured. The

attack was carried out by a faction of the prime

minister’s Awami League, and also targeted the house

of Hasina’s Personal Assistant Abdul Mannan. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh: Hindu statues damaged by

attack

(ps) Five statues that were under construction for the

upcoming Hindu Durga Puja festival were damaged in

a targeted attack. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Three Jubo League leaders

hacked

(ps) Three leaders of the Jubo League, a youth wing

associated with the ruling Awami League, were hacked

with sharp weapons by members of another faction

within the organization. [Dhaka Tribune]

Bangladesh: Teenage boy dies in clash

between government, opposition

members

(ps) In a fight between members of the oppositional

Bangladesh Nationalist Party and the ruling Awami

League four were injured, and a 15-year-old sustained

deadly injuries. Sources differ whether the boy was an

activist of Chhatra League, Awami League’s student

organization, or if he was a neutral bystander.

[Prothom Alo]

Bangladesh: Six members of banned

Islamic extremist group arrested

(ps) Six members including one leader of outlawed

Islamist group Ansar al-Islam were arrested. Ansar al-

Islam is allegedly responsible for several murders and

violent attacks on atheist influencers. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Dengue deaths top 1,000 in

worst outbreak on record

(lm) The worst recorded dengue fever outbreak in

Bangladesh has claimed over 1,000 lives since the

beginning of the year, with more than 200,000

confirmed cases. This year's outbreak is attributed to

irregular rainfall and higher temperatures during the

monsoon season, which created ideal breeding

conditions for mosquitoes. [The Straits Times]

Dengue fever is endemic in tropical areas and causes

symptoms such as high fever, headaches, nausea,

vomiting, muscle pain, and in severe cases, bleeding

that can be fatal. The World Health Organization

(WHO) has warned that mosquito-borne diseases like

dengue, chikungunya, yellow fever, and Zika are

spreading further and faster due to climate change.

Other countries in sub-Saharan Africa, such as Chad,

have also reported recent outbreaks of dengue.

India: Women's Reservation Bill gets

President's assent, becomes law

(hp) The President of India, Droupadi Murmu gave

assent to the Women’s Reservation Bill on September

29, therefore making the Nari Shakti Vandan

Adhiniyam a law. According to the law, 33 percent

reservation will be kept for women in the Lok Sabha,

the lower house of the Parliament, and state

assemblies [see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3].

However, the implementation of the law will take some

time, that is after the census and delimitation exercises

are completed. Article 334A of the Indian Constitution

proclaims that the law will be implemented in its full

capacity only after the first consensus will be

published. [News18] [Bar and Bench]

India: Prime Minister Modi hosts BJP's

Central Election Committee meeting

(hp) The Central Election Committee of the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) was hosted by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi to discuss and finalize the candidates

for the upcoming assembly polls in five states of India,

mainly Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Telangana,

Mizoram and Chhattisgarh.
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Ministers with important portfolios such as the home

minister, Defense minister, Union minister as well as

the BJP Chief attended the meeting. The ministers

deliberated on the potential candidates for 60 to 70

seats in Rajasthan, and 31 seats in Chhattisgarh. While

the focus of the ruling party is on Rajasthan, a state in

which it has not won the polls till now, it is creating

strategies to win polls in the other scheduled states

such as Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh.

The BJP has named 97 candidates for its elections in

Madhya Pradesh, a state in which it is in power

currently. The party has done so to give the candidates

ample time to prepare for their campaign. [ETV Bharat]

[English Jagran]

India: Bihar caste-based census sparks

political discussions

(hp) A recent caste-based census in Bihar revealed that

63 percent of the state's population belongs to Other

Backward Classes (OBCs), while 36 percent are

categorized as Extremely Backward Classes (EBCs), and

the General category comprises only 15.5 percent of

the population. This data has sparked discussions and

reactions, including a call for an all-party meeting by

the state's Chief Minister to discuss the findings. On

the other hand, hours after the release of the data,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi called out the Bihar

government and accused it of trying to divide the

nation ‘in the name of caste.’

Caste-based divisions have been a longstanding

practice in India, with people historically categorized

into four castes based on their professions. The

Mandal Commission, in the early 1990s, recognized

that approximately 52 percent of India's population

belongs to OBCs and recommended a 27 percent

reservation for them in government jobs and the

public sector. The last caste-based survey was

conducted in 1931, and the decision to carry out a new

caste survey in Bihar was approved in June 2022, with

a budget allocation of 77.5 million USD. [Indian

Express] [India Today]

India: Photos of dead Meitei students

leads to violent demonstrations in

Manipur

(hp/lm) On September 27, protests erupted in

Manipur, India, following the alleged abduction and
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murder of two students belonging to state’s majority

Meitei community. The protests led to clashes in which

more than 80 students were injured. In response,

authorities imposed an indefinite curfew in Imphal and

some areas of Manipur. [Financial Express] [India TV

News]

The following day, security officials used tear gas and

batons to disperse protesters attempting to storm the

home of the Manipur state chief minister, resulting in

at least 10 injuries. [The Straits Times]

Subsequently, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)

arrested seven individuals, including two minors, and

detained two others suspected of playing a significant

role in the students' killings. The arrests were made in

Churachandpur, a district that had experienced ethnic

violence since May 2023. [NDTV] [India Today NE]

The violence in Manipur, which began on May 3, has

resulted in more than 180 fatalities and forced over

50,000 people to flee their homes. Security experts

have characterized the conflict as an intense civil war

driven by disputes over land, employment

opportunities, and political influence. The conflict

primarily involves two major local groups: the Meitei

community, comprising over half of the state's

population of 3.2 million, and the Kuki community,

which accounts for approximately 43% of the

population and is predominantly located in the hills.

India: Water-sharing dispute leads to total

shutdown in Karnataka

(hp) The southwestern Indian state of Karnataka

witnessed a series of protests across the state over the

Cauvery River water dispute. As a result, Section 144 of

the Code of Criminal Conduct was imposed all over the

state as a preventive measure. Many cities including

the IT hub city of India, Bengaluru, were at a standstill

on September 29, with educational institutions,

multinational companies and the public transport

system shut down. [Hindustan Times 1] [Mint]

More than 2,000 pro-Kannada groups and farmers

joined in a protest organized by Kannada Okkoota, an

umbrella association of Kannada's and farmers. The

protest was observed in response to the State

government’s decision to release the Cauvery River

water to the southern state of Tamil Nadu even as

Karnataka faces a drought-like situation. The Cauvery

Water Management Authority (CWMA) had ordered

Karnataka to continue releasing 5,000 cusecs (cubic

feet per second) of water to Tamil Nadu every day for
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15 days starting October 1, based on the proposal of

the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee (CWRC). [The

Hindu 1] [Reuters]

Tamil Nadu depends heavily on the water released by

Karnataka during the monsoon season and over the

centuries they have had conflicts over the issue. In

1990, the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal was formed

to look over and resolve the disputes. In 2018, the

Supreme Court released that the river is a natural

resource and had directed the CWMA to issue orders

to Karnataka which resulted in an increased allocation

of the resource to Tamil Nadu. [The Economic Times]

[Hindustan Times 2] [The Hindu 2]

India: Police launch raids on journalist,

activists prompting ‘deep concern’ over

media freedom

(lm) Indian police conducted raids on the office of a

news portal and the homes of journalists and writers

linked to it on October 3 as part of an investigation into

suspected illegal foreign funding of the media

company, raising concerns about media freedom in

the country. [South China Morning Post]

Laptops and mobile phones were confiscated during

the raids on NewsClick, which is under investigation for

suspected money laundering by India's financial crime

agency, the Enforcement Directorate. NewsClick had

been accused of receiving funding from US millionaire

Neville Roy Singham, and the raids targeted journalists

known for their dissenting voices.

India: NIA arrests two men accused in a

foreign conspiracy case

(hp) India’s National Investigation Agency (NIA)

arrested two people accused of being involved in a

transnational conspiracy by Bangladesh and Myanmar-

based leadership terror organizations to take

advantage of the ethnic conflict happening in Manipur

and attack the government of India.

The NIA revealed that the Myanmar and Bangladesh-

based leadership terror outfits were looking out for

militant leaders in India to conduct various violent

incidents. To create a situation of terror in the country,

the organizations were providing funds to get hold of

arms and ammunition. The accused will be brought
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before the jurisdictional court in New Delhi and sit for

a trial. [Pratidin Time] [Mint] [The Print]

India: Delhi Police arrests NIA suspected

ISIS terrorist

(hp) A special cell of Delhi Police arrested National

Investigation Agency’s (NIA) most wanted ISIS, Islamic

State of Iraq and Syria, terrorist Shahnawaz Alias Shafi

Ujjama and two other suspected militants. Shahnawaz

was also a wanted terrorist in the Pune ISIS case.

In September 2023, the NIA had released pictures of

Shahnawaz, and three other terror suspects wanted in

Pune, a city in the Indian state of Maharashtra. This

came after Shahnawaz was arrested and suspected of

being involved in a terror case registered in Rajasthan

where many explosives were found in a car.

According to the Delhi police, the wanted terrorist was

planning to conduct several terror incidents in north

India on the instructions given by foreign-based

handlers. According to the police, materials suspected

of being fabricated improvised explosive devices were

also found in his possession. [Times of India] [Mint]

[Hindustan Times]

India: ASFA extended in four Assam

districts, withdrawn from four others

(hp) The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) has

been extended in four districts of Assam state for

another six months, according to the Assam Police.

However, the "disturbed area" designation, which

allows for the enforcement of AFSPA, has been

removed from four other districts in the state, namely

Jorhat, Golaghat, Karbi, Anglong and Duma Hasao. [The

Telegraph] [Economic Times] [The Indian Express]

The AFSPA gives security forces the authority to

conduct operations and make arrests without prior

warrants, as well as immunity from prosecution in

cases where they shoot someone dead. The AFSPA was

first imposed in Assam in 1990 when the separatist

organization of United Liberation Front of Asom laddu

disturbances in the state and sought to harm the unity

and integrity of the country. The latest decision follows

the extension of the "disturbed area" notification in

these eight districts by the Assam government earlier

this year.
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Maldives: Opposition candidate Mohamed

Muiz wins presidential runoff

(na) In the Maldives presidential runoff, opposition

candidate Mohamed Muiz, who supports closer ties

with China, emerged victorious with over 54 percent of

the vote. Incumbent Ibrahim Mohamed Solih will serve

as caretaker president until his successor is

inaugurated on 17 November.

Muiz's victory was seen as a surprise, as he entered the

race as an underdog and was named as a candidate

relatively late in the process after the Supreme Court

barred former President Abdulla Yameen from running

due to a money laundering and corruption conviction.

Muiz has vowed to free Yameen, currently serving an

11-year sentence for corruption.

Crucially, the election had essentially become a

referendum on whether India or China will exert

greater influence in the country. Muiz pledged to

remove Indian troops from the Maldives and rebalance

trade relations, which he argued were skewed in

India's favor.

Still, despite campaign rhetoric, some observers argue

that is unlikely that Muiz will drastically alter the

foreign policy orientation toward India, although he

may be more accommodating of Chinese projects in

the Maldives. In fact, Former Maldivian foreign minister

Ahmed Shaheed suggested that the election outcome

was more a result of public dissatisfaction with the

government's economic and governance performance

than concerns over Indian influence.

Prior to the presidential runoff, the Maldives

Development Alliance (MDA), previously allied with the

ruling Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), had

announced it backing for Muiz. During the initial round

of the election, MDA's leader, Siyam, had actively

supported President Solih, accompanying him on

campaign tours and expressing strong endorsement.

However, after President Solih secured the second

position in the first round, Siyam has been notably

absent from campaign events since then. [The Edition]

Following his second-place finish in the initial round of

the presidential elections, President Solih from the

MDP reached out to various political parties for

potential alliances in the upcoming second round.

Earlier, Nasheed, who also leads The Democrats Party,

turned down an offer for a coalition alliance with the

ruling MDP. [AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3]

Meanwhile, Dr. Ibrahim, the running mate of the

Jumhooree Party (JP), had officially endorsed
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incumbent President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih for the

second round. Although some JP council members

supported President Solih, the party itself refrained

from formally endorsing any candidate, introducing a

complex dynamic into the evolving alliances. [Avas]

Also, Maaz Saleem, who ran with independent

candidate Umar Naseer, backed President Solih for the

second round, while Naseer remained neutral after

coming fourth in the first round of the election. [Sun

Online] [The Guardian] [Al Jazeera] [Associated Press]

Maldives: Election Commission unveils

changes for upcoming parliamentary

elections

(na) The Election Commission (EC) has revealed

important updates for the upcoming 20th Parliament

elections. These updates encompass a notable

increase in the total number of parliamentarians,

growing from 87 to 93 due to the incorporation of six

new constituencies. Furthermore, the electoral

landscape has been streamlined as several existing

constituencies have been restructured into single-

island representations.

Additionally, the report highlights alterations in

constituency names, which are designed to enhance

clarity and align with shifting demographics and

administrative divisions. To facilitate open

communication between the electoral body and the

public, the EC has established a complaint deadline

extending until October 19. [The Edition]

Maldives: Court imposes five-year prison

sentence on accused of attack on

Maldivian parliament speaker

(na) In connection with a terrorist attack on Maldivian

Parliament Speaker Mohamad Nasheed, one of the

suspects has been sentenced to five years in prison.

The incident took place on May 6, 2021, when an

attempted assassination occurred near Nasheed's

residence in Malé. A homemade explosive device

planted on a parked motorcycle detonated, causing

injuries to Nasheed and four others.

Following the attack, two suspects, both facing charges

related to supporting a terrorist organization, were

arrested together. However, in the recent court

judgment, it was determined that the charges against
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one of the two men could not be substantiated. Both

suspects had denied the allegations, leading the

prosecution to present evidence during the trial. [Avas]

Maldives: New law empowers local

authorities to combat domestic abuse

(na) A new regulation established under the Anti-

Domestic Abuse Law provides additional discretionary

powers upon local council authorities in their capacity

as representatives of the Ministry of Gender, Family,

and Social Services. [The Edition]

Firstly, they are now mandated to act as intermediaries

in cases of domestic abuse, promptly reporting such

incidents to the appropriate police stations within their

respective islands. Additionally, their responsibilities

extend to ensuring a secure environment for victims of

domestic abuse, with guidance provided by the

Ministry's guidelines.

Furthermore, these council authorities are tasked with

maintaining records of reported domestic abuse cases

within their respective islands. This step is essential in

creating a comprehensive database to better address

and combat domestic abuse.

Sri Lanka: Charities and health of children

to be prioritized in Inland Revenue Act

reform

(lf) New additions to Sri Lanka’s Inland Revenue Act

were announced on September 28, providing tax relief

and concessions to charities whose operations work

towards the benefit and wellbeing of children. The

Inland Revenue Act No. 24 of 2017 dictates the terms

of taxation within Sri Lanka, outlining policies of the

state towards personnel, business and investment

income. Amidst changes to the bill to facilitate greater

taxation revenue coming into the state, a number of

exceptions have been made to ensure charitable and

social building exercises are not negatively impacted.

[Inland Revenue Department]

Previous amendments to the Inland Revenue Act

allocated tax relief measures towards charities which

provided health services towards children with

disabilities and operated in partnership with any

government health or education services. The

expansion of the amendment to include all charities

which work with children signal further emphasis being

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-ni/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-nd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-nh/


placed upon the operations of charitable organizations

to ease the ongoing economic and social issues which

Sri Lanka faces. An estimated 4 per cent of Sri Lankan’s

live with a disability, with a forthcoming bill proposal

set to address the rights and requirements of the

disabled community. 

The decision made by the government of Gotabaya

Rajapaksa in 2019 to significantly lower taxes lead the

nation’s economics and revenue in a disastrous

direction, directly contributing to the nation’s

economic collapse in 2022. Conditions of the country’s

IMF bailout, granted in March of 2023, saw taxation

rates lifted to generate greater income for the Central

Government, particularly on income and value added

tax. Attempts to retrospectively grant exemptions and

tax relief to institutions which contribute to the

wellbeing of Sri Lankans, including charitable

organizations, stand as a sign of the rushed approach

taken to economic reforms within the nation. [Daily

Mirror] [Economy Next]

Nepal: Court demands explanation for

former prime minister's non-prosecution

in Lalita Niwas case

(na) The Nepalese Supreme Court has issued a show

cause notice to the government for not prosecuting

former Prime Ministers Madhav Kumar Nepal and

Baburam Bhattarai, along with former Chief Secretary

Leelamani Paudyal, in the so-called Lalita Niwas land

scam case. This decision came after a writ petition filed

on September 18, named various government offices

and officials, including the Office of the Prime Minister,

the Attorney General’s Office, and the Kathmandu

District Court. [The Kathmandu Post]

At the center of this controversy is the fraudulent

transfer of ownership of the Lalita Niwas complex to

various individuals, including political leaders and

influential figures. The corruption cases related to this

scandal were filed in February 2020, and legal

proceedings were initiated two years later against a

total of 300 individuals, including the 18 who were

arrested. Of these, 17 were granted bail, while one was

released on a later date. Among the notable figures

implicated in the forgery case are a former Deputy

Prime Minister, former ministers, government

secretaries, and key individuals identified as the

masterminds behind the land scam.[AiR No. 28,

July/2023, 2] [AiR No. 37, September/2023, 2]
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Nepal: Supreme Court declares denying

citizenship based on maternal lineage

unconstitutional

(na) Nepal’s Supreme Court has ruled that refusing to

grant citizenship based on the mother's name is

unconstitutional. This ruling came in response to a

case where a woman requested citizenship in her

mother's name rather than her father's due to her

father's absence and lack of involvement in her life.

The court ordered the issuance of citizenship in her

mother's name based on descent and emphasized the

importance of not denying citizenship to qualified

individuals based on arbitrary reasons or delays. [My

Republica]

Nepal: Protests erupt again as doctors

face ongoing assaults despite agreements

(na) Medical professionals at Kathmandu Medical

College have been protesting for the second time in

response to a recent assault on doctors and healthcare

staff. The incident occurred on October 1 when a

doctor was attacked by the relatives of patients

undergoing dialysis at the hospital. Following the

attack, KMC staff, including doctors, started protesting

due to concerns about their safety. [My Republica]

Earlier, on September 17, the Nepal Medical

Association had staged a nationwide service halt,

except for emergencies, protesting attacks on doctors

in Hetauda, leading to the arrest of two individuals.

After continued assaults, the government and

protesting doctors reached a six-point agreement on

September 30, concluding a five-day protest recent

attack. Under the agreement, the government

committed to enforcing the Security of the Health

Workers and Health Organizations Act 2010,

prosecuting those involved in attacks on medical staff.

Additionally, the government pledged to revise the law

to allow for a jail term of more than three years for

assailants, a demand made by the protesting doctors.

[The Kathmandu Post]

However, despite the agreement, another incident of

doctor assault occurred one day after the signing,

leading to renewed protests by the medical

community.
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Pakistan: Ex-Premier Khan, former

Foreign Minister Qureshi named ‘principal

accused’ in cipher case

(mha) The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) on

September 30 filed a charge sheet in the Special Court

established under the Official Secrets Act, declaring

former Prime Minister Imran Khan and former Foreign

Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi principal accused in

the so-called Cipher case related to the alleged

disclosure of state secrets. Both are currently detained

in jail on judicial remand. [The News 1]

Khan was arrested last month after a case was filed

against him for allegedly violating the Official Secrets

Act by disclosing a secret diplomatic cable (cipher) sent

by the country's embassy in Washington last year in

March. The ex-premier alleges that these charges are a

ploy to prevent him from participating in an upcoming

election, a claim denied by authorities.

The star witness in the case, Azam Khan, who formerly

served as Prime Minister Khan's Principal Secretary,

has already provided his testimony against the former

prime minister. His statement came to light after he

had been missing for several months. According to

reports, Azam Khan has asserted that the former

prime minister utilized the confidential document to

shift public focus away from the no-confidence motion

that had been filed against him in parliament during

that period.

Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) party has

vehemently rejected the FIA’s charge sheet and

reiterated the demand for the formation of a high-level

judicial commission to probe the Cipher case so as to

bring the truth to the fore.

In related developments, the FIA has requested the

Islamabad High Court to conduct an in-camera hearing

for the bail plea of PTI Chairman Khan in the cipher

case. The agency said that due to the Official Secrets

Act, certain trial information cannot be made public,

and they intend to make a similar plea in the trial

court. [The News 2]

Pakistan: Former PML-N senior Abbasi

meets with party supremo Nawaz Sharif

in London

(lm) Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, a former senior leader of

Pakistan's ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-

N) party, has met with party supremo Nawaz Sharif in
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London amid rumors about the possibility of forming a

new political party ahead of the general elections

scheduled for January next year. Abbasi, who was

removed from PML-N's top leadership in February,

discussed national matters with Nawaz Sharif and

clarified that he has no reservations with any party

leader. [Aaj English TV]

The meeting assumes added significance coming as it

does less than a month prior to the anticipated return

to Pakistan of three-time former Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif, the brother of incumbent Premier Shebaz

Sharif, from London after nearly four years ahead of a

crucial national vote. It also comes after Abbasi in late

September said that a new political party would be

formed amid the prevailing economic and political

crises plaguing it since April last year.

Pakistan: Former Prime Minister Khan

shifted to Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail on

court’s orders

(mha) On September 26, Pakistan’s former Prime

Minister Imran Khan was transferred from a prison in

Attock to Rawalpindi's Adiala Jail, following orders from

the Islamabad High Court (IHC). The move came two

days after the IHC's directives, which had prompted

concerns as the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party

claimed that Khan had not been shifted to Adiala Jail,

as ordered by the court. [The News]

Imran Khan had been arrested on August 5 and taken

to a high-security prison in Attock after a trial court in

Islamabad found him guilty of corrupt practices related

to the unlawful sale of state gifts during his tenure as

prime minister from 2018 to 2022.

While the Islamabad High Court had suspended Khan's

sentence on August 29, he remained in custody on

remand in another case, often referred to as the so-

called Cipher case. In this case, he faced charges of

leaking state secrets. The extension of the remand

order meant that Khan would remain in jail until

October 10. Concurrently, the former Prime Minister

had filed a petition with the IHC, requesting his

transfer to Adiala Jail.

Pakistan: Sindh government plans prison

time for parents who fail to vaccine

children against polio
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(lm) The government in Pakistan's Sindh province has

introduced a bill that would imprison parents for up to

one month if they fail to get their children immunized

against polio or eight other common diseases. Experts

at the World Health Organization (WHO) and

elsewhere are concerned that this tactic could

undermine trust in polio vaccines, especially in a

country where many believe false conspiracy theories

about them, and where dozens of vaccination team

members have been killed. [South China Morning Post]

Additionally, the oral polio vaccine itself now causes

most polio cases worldwide. So far this year, there

have been seven cases of polio caused by the wild

virus – all in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Meanwhile,

more than 270 cases have been caused by a virus

linked to the vaccine in 21 countries across three

continents.

Pakistan: Military personnel involved in

cross-border smuggling to face court

martial, army chief says

(lm) Pakistan’s army chief has told military personal

that anyone involved in cross-border smuggling will

face court-martial and arrests, according to Caretaker

Interior Minister Sarfaraz Bugti. He made this

statement in response to allegations that smuggling

was occurring under the supervision of security

agencies, particularly those stationed at the borders,

with some personnel allegedly involved in these

activities. The caretaker interior minister

acknowledged such reports as accurate and

emphasized the need to address these weaknesses.

[Aaj English TV]

Pakistan: Government declares ‘all-out

war’ on militants after deadly attack on in

Balochistan

(mha) A devastating suicide attack in Pakistan has

resulted in the loss of more than 50 lives and left

dozens injured. The attack occurred near a mosque in

the southwestern province of Balochistan during a

gathering to celebrate the birth of the Prophet

Muhammad. A state of emergency has been declared

in Balochistan, and so far, no group has claimed

responsibility for the attack. [bbc]

In a separate incident in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

province, at least five people died in an explosion near
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a mosque close to Peshawar City. It was reported that

two suicide bombers and a vehicle loaded with

explosives were intercepted. One of the bombers was

neutralized at the mosque's gate, but the explosion led

to casualties and the collapse of the mosque's roof.

[CNN]

Against this backdrop, a senior official from the interim

administration of Balochistan province announced on

October 1 that the government had decided to wage

an "all-out war" against militant groups targeting the

country. This effort would not only target radical

operatives but also pursue those responsible for

orchestrating attacks in various parts of Pakistan.

In a similar vein, Pakistan's caretaker Interior Minister

pointed fingers at India's premier spy agency, the

Research and Analysis Wing (RAW). However, he did

not provide any concrete evidence to support his

claim. The Chief of Army Staff, General Qamar Javed

Bajwa, also made a similar assertion, characterizing

the individuals behind the attack on the religious

procession as "proxies" of the state's enemies and its

people. [DAWN]

Sri Lanka: Resignation of judge places

spotlight on independence of judiciary 

(lf) The resignation letter of a Sri Lankan judge from

Mullaitivu, a city in the country’s north-east, has

highlighted the pressure which Sri Lanka’s judiciary has

been placed under due to ethnic tensions. Mullaitivu

District Judge T Saravanaraja’s resignation letter was

posted to X on September 28, in which the magistrate

cited “threat of my life” and “lot of stress” as the key

reasons that had driven him to resign from his

position. [X]

Saravanaraja has been the judge on two highly

contentious cases in recent memory. The first involved

a dispute between Sinhalese Buddhists who had

occupied a sacred site of local Hindu worshippers, in

which the judge ruled in favor of the Hindu

community. The second involved the Sri Lankan

government’s stifling of a Tamil community event

honoring deceased members of the Tamil Tigers

paramilitary force, which conducted a withdrawn

conflict against the central government from 1983 to

2009.

These two cases hit at the heart of Sri Lanka’s most

sensitive conflicts around ethnicity and religion, with

the judge receiving personal threats of death and

violence following his allocation to the cases.
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Saravanaraja also alleges that the Attorney-General of

Sri Lanka called the judge to his office in order to

encourage the reversal of his decision on the first

aforementioned case, suggesting the government had

also attempted to interfere with the judge’s

operations. 

This revelation has placed a spotlight on the

independence of the judiciary in Sri Lanka, with many

in the nation questioning if the justice system is

influenced wrongly by government interference or

threats of violence. The Bar Association of Sri Lanka

(BASL) condemned threats of violence against anybody

in the legal profession and encouraged the central

government to launch an investigation into the safety

of judges, as well as the conduct of the nation’s

Attorney-General. There has been no response thus far

from Sri Lankan authorities. [Daily Mirror] [Jurist] [The

Hindu] 

Sri Lanka: Health ministry responds to

false rumors that Nipah Virus is present

in country

(lf) Sri Lanka’s Health Ministry responded on

September 29 to rumors spreading around social

media, which claimed that two people in the nation

had contracted Nipah Virus. The rumors claimed that

two patients were being treated at Lady Ridgeway

Hospital in Colombo after having been diagnosed with

the virus. However, Dr. G Wijesuriya, Director of the

hospital, stated that no patients were being treated for

Nipah virus at all throughout Sri Lanka, whilst the

nation’s health ministry asserted that the rumors were

false. 

In a statement released by the ministry on September

30, authorities asserted that Sri Lanka “faces a low risk

with regard to the Nipah virus outbreak reported in

neighboring India”, but also assured the public that the

country was prepared to deal with any health related

emergency. The Health Ministry also asked the public

to remain skeptical of sources that were not officially

sanctioned by the Sri Lankan government, as they may

be trying to create fake stories for headlines. 

The Indian state of Kerala is currently experiencing its

fourth outbreak of the Nipah Virus since 2018, with a

number of public spaces and schools being shut down

in order to halt the spread of the virus [see AiR, No. 38,

September/2023, 3]. The disease has yet to spread

from the state, but due to the virus’ heavy fatality rate

and lack of vaccine or cure, many within South Asia are

concerned about contracting the illness. Sri Lankan

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-xi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-xd/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-xh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-xh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-xk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-xk/


authorities assert that they are monitoring the

situation closely and will take necessary measures to

maintain public health. [Daily Mirror] [Indian Express]

Sri Lanka: Corruption has drained country

of an estimated USD 1.5 billion

(lf) A report from the Sectoral Oversight Committee on

National Economic and Physical Plans of Parliament in

Sri Lanka has alleged that the country lost an

estimated USD 1.5 billion due to corruption at a

national level and tax evasion. The report also

identified significant flaws in Sri Lanka's economic

legislation that hinder its potential growth and

recovery following its financial crisis in 2022.

The chairman of the committee, Mahindananda

Aluthgamage, asserted that government policy had

made it easy for tax evasion and called for a special

unit to monitor the conduct and actions of the Inland

Revenue and Customs Departments. He cited policies

that allowed citizens four appeals to contest tax

estimates as examples of measures biased in favor of

reducing fiscal responsibility, leading to incorrect

taxation records submitted by wealthy and powerful

individuals with little challenge. The report also

revealed that 86 percent of revenue collected in Sri

Lanka came from only 464 citizens, highlighting the

narrow tax base and potential loopholes that allowed

individuals to avoid paying the required amount.

The report comes closely after Sri Lankan failed to

secure a tranche of USD 330 million from the IMF after

the organization did see satisfactory progress being

made to rebuild the state’s finances. Mr. Aluthgamage

asserts that corruption throughout the nation,

including in the halls of parliament and in the customs

parliament are hindering the nation’s ability to

properly collect the revenue which it should be entitled

to. The chairman noted that he had asked President

Ranil Wickremesinghe to act in order to alleviate these

economic failures, stating “Our continuous failure to

act even after the declaration of bankruptcy is

unacceptable”. [Daily Mirror] [The Island Online]
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Cambodia: Increase of minimum monthly

salary fir garment workers

(dql) The Cambodian government has decided to

increase from January 1, 2024, garment workers’

monthly minimum wage by USD 4 to USD 204, marking

a two percent raise. 

The increase is far below what unions had demanded

amid accelerating inflation, namely an increase to USD

220, cited rising rent, electricity and food costs.

Workers and labor union officials argued the increase

would not be enough to cover rising living costs, with

Pav Sina, president of the Collective Union of

Movement of Workers, saying that government clearly

sided with business owners in its decision 

In 2022, 750,000 people worked in Cambodia’s

garment sector, accounting for about one-third of the

country’s. Over 50,000 garment workers lost their jobs

over the last few years amid a downturn in the sector

that started with the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic

in 2020. [Radio Free Asia] 

Cambodia: Human rights defender

transferred to largest prison

(dql) Outspoken Cambodian American lawyer and

human rights defender Theary Seng has been

transferred from a remote jail in the north of the

country to the Prey Sar II Prison, country’s largest

prison, on the outskirts of the capital Phnom Penh. 

52-year-old Theary has been serving a six-year

sentence in Preah Vihear Prison, in the north, since

June 2022, after she was convicted of treason,

following a failed effort in 2019 to bring about the

return to Cambodia of political opposition leader Sam

Rainsy. 
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A reason for the transfer was not provided by the

Cambodian authorities. Humanitarian groups assume

that the transfer was meant to politically persecute her

as her case is being handled by the Phnom Penh court.

[Radio Free Asia] 

Cambodia: Relaunch of independent

Cambodian media outlet 

(dql) Voice of Democracy, one of Cambodia’s last

independent media outlets whose license was revoked

by the government February this year [see AiR No. 8,

February/2023, 3], will reopen this month in Tacoma,

USA, as announced on the outlet’s Facebook page.  

Founded in 2003, Voice of Democracy was widely

recognized as a source for credible information.  

The new outlet will operate under Pa Nguon Teang,

founder and former executive director of the

Cambodian Center for Independent Media, which

managed the outlet’s shut down. After leaving

Cambodia more than five years ago, he resigned from

the center in August. [VoA] 

Cambodia: Right Livelihood award for

environmental activism group 

(dql) Mother Nature Cambodia, one of the Cambodia’s

most prominent environmental activism groups, has

received 2023 Right Livelihood Award, widely known as

the alternative Nobel Prize.  

In awarding the group, the Right Livelihood cited

“fearless young activists fighting for environmental

rights and democracy in the face of repression by the

Cambodian regime.”  

Founded in 2013, Mother Nature Cambodia has gained

prominence through campaigning against

environmentally destructive development projects,

exposing questionable sales of Cambodia’s natural

resources, and mobilizing young Cambodians to

defend the country’s ecosystems.  

Its founder, Spanish activist Gonzalez-Davidson was

deported and banned room entering the country

following Mother Nature Cambodia’s successful

campaign that prevented the construction of a

potentially destructive hydropower dam. [Mongabay] 
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In a related, latest development, a court has decided to

bar three members of the organization from traveling

to Sweden to accept the award. They are currently

serving suspended prison sentences for their advocacy

work. [DW] 

Cambodia: Search for mastermind of

human trafficking network launched

(dql) The Cambodian police have launched an

operation to search for the against the mastermind of

a human trafficking network who is accused of

smuggling Vietnamese nationals into Cambodia to

work for Chinese companies.  

The move comes after Vietnamese court sentenced 11

people in southern Dong Nai province to prison for

trafficking hundreds of people to Cambodia. [Khmer

Times] 

Indonesia: TikTok’s response to ban of

social media E-commerce banned 

(ss) Indonesia's decision to prohibit e-commerce

transactions on social media platforms, including

TikTok Shop, has drawn regret from Chinese own

short-form video hosting service TikTok. However,

TikTok Indonesia has pledged to adhere to local

regulations.  

Trade Minister Zulkifli Hasan announced the ban early

last week, citing efforts to prevent “the domination of

the algorithm,” and “the use of personal data in

business interests.”  

TikTok's CEO, Shou Zi Chew, has committed to

investing billions in Indonesia and Southeast Asia,

focusing on training, advertising, and supporting small

vendors on TikTok Shop. Southeast Asia, with over 675

million people, represents one of TikTok's largest

consumer markets. [AP News]

Indonesia: Parliament elects new

Constitutional Court judge

(ss) Commission III of the Indonesian House of

Representatives, which oversees law and legislation,

human rights, and security affairs, has elected its
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lawmaker Arsul Sani of the United Development Party

(PPP) as a new Constitutional Court justice. 

Arsul will replace justice Wahiduddin Adams, a two-

time House appointee who will end his tenure in the

next three months. 

So far, he has been serving as Deputy Chairman of the

People’s Consultative Assembly, Indonesia’s legistlative

branch composed of the members of the House of

Representatives and the Regional Representative

Council, and as member of Commission II of the House

in charge of home affairs, regional autonomy,

administrative reforms and agrarian affairs. From

2019-2023 he was Deputy Chairman of the PPP.

[Jakarta Post]

Indonesia: Corruption probe at Ministry of

Agriculture 

(ss) The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) has

initiated an investigation into an alleged corruption

case at the Ministry of Agriculture.  

The KPK has named several parties as suspects in the

case but cannot yet publicize their names due to the

ongoing investigation and evidence collection process.

The KPK has also raided Agriculture Minister Syahrul

Yasin Limpo's official residence and questioned 49

officials and state employees at the ministry. [Antara

News]

Indonesia: Nano-satellites for marine

mapping to be deployed

(ss) Indonesia's Minister of Maritime Affairs and

Fisheries, Sakti Wahyu Trenggono, has unveiled plans

to deploy 20 nano-satellites in 2024 to map sea

conditions and activities.  

Part of the country’s blue economy-driven marine

spatial planning strategy, known as Ocean Big Data,

this initiative combines various technologies, including

ships, underwater drones, and aerial drones, to map

and monitor ocean activities and habitats.  

Indonesia aims to strike a balance between ecological

and economic sustainability, emphasizing marine

resource optimization. The comprehensive marine and

fisheries development policy encompasses measures
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like expanding conservation areas, protecting carbon

reserves, enhancing oxygen production, and regulating

marine space usage in the fishing industry through

quotas. [Antara News]

Indonesia: Acquistion of submarines

prioritized

(dql) Indonesian Naval Chief of Staff Admiral

Muhammad Ali has unveiled the Navy is prioritizing

submarine procurement, citing the need to meet the

Minimum Essential Force (MEF) and force posture

projection for 2025-2045. 

With currently four submarines, the Navy will seek to

have 12 by the end of 2024. 

Developed in 2010, the MEF plan seeks to ensure that

the Indonesian military achieves minimum standards

of minimum strength and calls for a 274-ship green-

water fleet, 10 fighter squadrons for its air combat

capability and 12 new diesel-electric submarines.  

The MEF is currently in the third and final stage (2020–

2024 period). As of September 2023, the Indonesian

Navy's minimum basic strength stands at 67.86

percent which includs warships, submarines, aircraft,

and marine combat materials. [Antara] 

Lao PDR: Prime minister calls for better

rare earth mining strategy

(ws) Speaking at the monthly cabinet meeting on

September 28-29, Prime Minister Dr. Sonexay

Siphandone issued directives to government agencies,

urging them to accelerate the formulation of a strategy

concerning rare earth metals and other minerals to

ensure the effectiveness of mining operations in Laos. 

In recent months, concerns voiced by National

Assembly members have centered around the

management of mining activities in Laos, citing that the

mishandled export of precious metals and other

minerals has led to substantial financial losses. Given

the global demand for rare earth metals, the

government has emphasized the necessity of ensuring

that Laos maximizes its benefits from the extraction of

rare earth deposits.  [Vientiane Times] 
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Lao PDR: Government partners with local

businesses to lower consumer good prices

in Vientiane capital

(ws) The Ministry of Industry and Commerce, in

partnership with local businesses, has initiated a

program in Vientiane Capital to offer commonly used

consumer goods at reduced prices, aiming to assist

households grappling with the challenges of high living

costs. 

This initiative encompasses a range of popular food

items, including Wai Wai instant noodles, vegetable oil,

oyster sauce, fish sauce, Maggi seasoning, dishwashing

liquid, and MSG. 

While many internet users commended the

government's efforts to combat inflation, questions

arose regarding why the program was not extended to

residents in other provinces. Currently, the

government is reportedly considering extending the

scheme to additional provinces. [Laotian Times] 

Malaysia: Rumors swirl of possible cabinet

reshuffle

(ic) On September 27, asked by journalists about

rumors around a possible reshuffling of his cabinet,

PM Anwar Ibrahim stated, “Thinking about it,” with no

further elaboration. [Business Times]  

He was seen entering the Istana Negara, the official

residence of the monarch on September 29 as well,

further inciting rumors that he was seeking an

audience with the king for the reshuffle. [The Star 1] 

PM Anwar later clarified after the audience with the

King that a cabinet reshuffle was not urgent and

therefore not being actively planned, since the only

vacancy that needed to be filled was that left by the

former Domestic Trade and Cost of Living Minister, the

late Salahuddin Ayub. [Straits Times] [The Star 2] 

However, the rumors have continued to fuel calls for

such a reshuffle, with analysts arguing they are

necessary to preserve the political image of Anwar’s

reform agenda. [Channel News Asia]

Malaysia: Interpol Red Notice nearly

ready to be filed on former PM

Muhyiddin’s son
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(ic) In September, the Malaysian Anti-Corruption

Commission (MACC) filed a Red Notice with Interpol,

which would put out a request to police forces

worldwide to aid in tracking down former Prime

Minister (PM) Muhyiddin Yassin’s son-in-law,

Muhammad Adlan Berhan, and a lawyer named

Mansoor Saat.  

Chief of the MACC Azam Baki stated that the technical

documents to complete the request would be sent by

October 2. This request will be routed through the

Malaysian police. [The Star 1] [Free Malaysia Today] 

The MACC has been searching for the two men since

August 7 to investigate graft charges involving the

registration, recruitment, and biometric records of

foreign workers. They were both last seen in Malaysia

in May. [The Star 2]  

In the meantime, Berhan and Saat have maintained

their innocence, communicating through their legal

counsel. [The Star 3] 

Malaysia: Putrajaya MP Radzi Jidin

accused of fraud and bad manners

(ic) The MACC has stated on September 30 that new

evidence had come to light regarding the graft charges

tabled against Putrajaya MP and former Education

Minister Radzi Jidin. These graft charges pertain to a

book project worth USD 17.04 billion undertaken

during his time as Education Minister. [Free Malaysia

Today 1] 

He denied allegations of kickbacks to him and his wife

last week on social media. [New Straits Times] [The

Star] 

At the same time, it was announced on September 28

that the political secretaries of all current cabinet

ministers are preparing to jointly submit a request

calling for Radzi’s “rude behavior”.  

The letter, to be submitted to Minister in the Prime

Minister's Department for Law and Institutional

Reforms Azalina Othman Said, who also oversees

parliamentary affairs, will be submitted by October 6.

This is in response to an argument in the lower house

Rakyat between Radzi and Anwar that occurred while

Anwar was explaining the dismissal of Deputy PM

Zahid’s graft charges. [Free Malaysia Today 2] 
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Malaysia: Action threatened against rice

hoarders

(ic) Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has threatened to

take legal action against people who hoard rice, as rice

prices continue their upwards pressure as a result of

countries like India placing restrictions on their rice

exports. The expected supply shortage has caused a

minor panic that has pushed demand for rice even

higher. [Channel News Asia] 

Malaysia depends on foreign sources for 38% of its

rice. Climate change has resulted in stronger

disruptions to agricultural yield in 2023 as a result of

events like El Niño, and in response many countries

have begun to enact measures to ensure their own

food security. [Financial Times] [Fulcrum]  

India, a major exporter of rice to the region, has

banned the export of rice except to a select few, which

drastically affects Malaysia’s rice supply. [Reuters] 

Malaysia: Sabah to update outdated state

laws

(ic) Sabah Law Society (SLS) president Roger Chin paid

a courtesy call to Chief Minister Datuk Seri Hajiji Noor

on September 29, where one of the key points he

pushed for was a reform of many old, often colonial-

era state laws in Sabah.  

He noted that while they likely did not need

consultation, a total sweep of Sabah’s laws to identify

the ones needing more attention was required. To this

end, he hoped for the re-establishment of the state law

reform committee. [The Star] 

Myanmar: Junta Leader removes two

generals from governing body for

corruption

(sk) Myanmar's junta leader, Min Aung Hlaing, has

removed Lieutenant General Moe Myint Tun and

Lieutenant General Soe Htut from the State

Administration Council (SAC), the regime's governing

body, due to allegations of corruption. The move is

seen as an attempt to consolidate power and address

internal rifts within the military leadership.  

General Maung Maung Aye and Lieutenant General

Nyo Saw have been appointed as replacements. This
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shake-up follows previous changes in key military

positions and economic committees, reflecting

instability within the junta's leadership. [Irrawaddy]

Myanmar: Young political prisoner dies in

detention

(sk) On October 1, Min Hein Khant, a 21-year-old

political prisoner serving a 27-year sentence in

Yangon’s Insein Prison, died of a heart attack. He had

been suffering from heart disease and had reportedly

not received adequate medical treatment in prison.  

Min Hein Khant was arrested in connection with the

44th Street incident in Botahtaung Township in

November 2021, during which regime forces raided an

apartment.  

His death highlights concern about the health and

treatment of political prisoners in Myanmar's

detention facilities. [Irrawaddy] 

Myanmar: More than 250 people

prosecuted in Sagaing region

(dql/sk) 253 people have been reportedly prosecuted

under counterterrorism, sedition and narcotics laws in

Myanamr’s north-western Sagaing region, where the

military government has imposed martial law since

February in 14 townships. 

So far, death sentences were handed down to ten,

while more than 100 were sentenced to

life imprisonment and eight to infinite jail sentences.

[The Irrawaddy] 

On October 2, four members of a local strike

committee in Kalay Township, Sagaing Region, were

sentenced to ten years in prison after they were found

guilty of acts of terror. They were already serving two-

year sentences for incitement.  

The military arrested them in April and also raided

their homes.  

Kalay was among the first areas to resist the coup in

Myanmar, resulting in numerous arrests. Sagaing

Region continues to witness armed dissent over two

years after the coup. [Myanmar Now] 
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Myanmar: Five junta soldiers killed in

military-owned bank ambush

(ha) Resistance group Ye Belu, a group of urban

guerillas, has claimed to have ambushed the military

owned Myawaddy Bank in Mon state on September 26,

with five military junta soldiers being killed during the

ambush. [The Irrawaddy 1] 

Meanwhile, at least 30 Myanmar junta forces were

killed over the past few days in attacks of People’s

Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed

organizations (EAOs) on regime targets across the

country. [The Irrawaddy 2] 

The Philippines: Criticism mounts over

transfer of intelligence funds to Vice

President's Office

(lb) The transfer of confidential and intelligence funds

from the Office of the President (OP) to the Office of

the Vice President (OVP) in 2022 has been criticized as

unconstitutional by members of the opposition in the

Philippines. Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman cited Section

25(5) of Article 6 of the 1987 Constitution, which

permits fund transfers only to constitutional officers

like the President for the augmentation of deficient

allocations in their respective offices. Lagman argued

that such transfers should come from savings of the

office concerned and that the transfer to the OVP did

not meet these criteria. The controversy arose after it

was revealed that the OVP spent P125 million in

confidential funds in 11 days. [Philstar Global]

The Philippines: Coast Guard vows ‘good

use’ of realigned secret fund from Sara

Duterte’s offices

(lb/lm) The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has pledged

to utilize confidential funds which lawmakers are

planning to reallocate from the Office of the Vice

President (OVP) and the Department of Education

(DepEd) to the PCG budget effectively. The OVP and

DepEd, led by Vice President Sara Duterte, are

requesting a total of approximately USD 12.5 million in

secret funds for 2024. [inquirer]

The PCG assured that these funds would be put to

good use, emphasizing the diverse functions of the

coast guard, which includes safeguarding the West

Philippine Sea, ensuring maritime safety, addressing

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-au/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-fl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-fr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-fy/


maritime pollution, and enforcing maritime laws

against various threats like piracy, armed robbery,

illegal smuggling, and drug trafficking at sea.  

The Philippines: President Ferdinand R.

Marcos Jr. pitched for federalism during a

recent gathering of party

(lb/lm) President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. expressed

support for the idea of transitioning the Philippines to

a federal form of government during a Partido Federal

ng Pilipinas (PFP) gathering, emphasizing the

importance of decentralizing power centers across the

country for political stability. He highlighted the

benefits of making decisions at lower levels of

government to ensure the resilience of the political

structure, rather than concentrating power solely in

Manila. 

This statement prompted a comparison with the 1973

Constitution, which introduced a modified

parliamentary form of government in the Philippines.

Under this constitution, a shift from presidential to a

modified parliamentary system occurred in the late

1970s, aiming to avoid legislative deadlocks and

ensure smoother government operations. The 1973

Constitution was in effect for 13 years before being

replaced by the 1987 Constitution, which reinstated a

bicameral Congress. [Philippine News Agency]

The Philippines: House vows support for

Magna Carta for Seafarers

(lb) The House of Representatives in the Philippines

has expressed its strong support for Filipino seafarers'

rights and well-being. Speaker Martin Romualdez

emphasized their commitment to creating an enabling

environment that fosters seafarers' welfare, supports

the growth of the maritime industry, and promotes

sustainable practices. President Marcos recently

certified the Magna Carta for Seafarers bill as urgent, a

move welcomed by administration lawmakers such as

Representatives Ron Salo, Marissa Magsino, and LRay

Villafuerte. 

House Bill 7325, which was approved last March and

subsequently passed by the Senate as Senate Bill 2221,

is seen as a lifeline for Filipino seafarers,

acknowledging their significant contributions to the

nation's economy. The legislation aims to ensure

decent, just, and humane working conditions for
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seafarers and grant sufficient powers to the

Department of Migrant Workers and other relevant

agencies for their protection, until retirement.

[PhilStar]

The Philippines: Government revising

national strategy on West Philippine Sea 

(lb) The Philippines is revising its "national strategy on

the West Philippine Sea" in response to escalating

tensions in the region. Vice Admiral Alberto Carlos,

commander of the Armed Forces of the Philippines

Western Command, stated that the current strategy

employs a whole-of-government approach to address

the issue. He highlighted that the Western Command is

responsible for enforcing the 2016 Arbitral ruling that

invalidated China's expansive territorial claims in the

South China Sea. Tensions have risen due to China's

"grey zone tactics," which include aggressive actions

short of direct military engagement. The Philippines is

also planning research expeditions to the West

Philippine Sea alongside scientists to study the area

further. Australia has expressed willingness to

collaborate on coral reef restoration projects, although

no specific projects have been announced. [Rappler]

Singapore: Deputy Prime Minister

Lawrence Wong outlined a plan to deal

with the twin challenges of inequality and

mobility

(lb) Deputy Prime Minister Lawrence Wong of

Singapore has outlined a comprehensive plan to

address inequality and social mobility challenges in the

country. He emphasized the importance of not solely

relying on government policies for social inclusivity but

also fostering a philanthropic culture and collective

responsibility within the community. [The Straits

Times]

Singapore: Parliament passes

amendments to better safeguard against

societies that may pose threat

(lm) The Singaporean parliament has passed the

Societies (Amendment) Bill, which introduces changes

to the Societies Act to strengthen the registration

process for societies. The amendments give more
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powers to the Registrar of Societies to ask questions

and scrutinize applications more thoroughly, aiming to

weed out suspicious societies that could pose a threat

to Singapore's safety and security. [The Straits Times]

Previously, some societies were registered

automatically without questions, and the amendments

now enable the registrar to ask questions and reject

such applications. This move is part of Singapore's

efforts to guard against potential threats in an evolving

geopolitical landscape. 

Singapore: Parliament debates what

constitutes basic needs after report on

adequate minimum incomes

(lm) In Singapore's parliament, lawmakers debated

what constitutes basic needs following the publication

of the Minimum Income Standards (MIS) Report 2023

by Nanyang Technological University (NTU) and the Lee

Kuan Yew School of Public Policy (LKYSPP). The report

proposed a monthly income of around USD 1,680 per

capita to meet basic needs, while the government's

response pegged Singapore's average monthly

expenditure at USD 1,650 per capita. [The Straits

Times]

Lawmakers discussed whether the Ministry of Social

and Family Development (MSF) would consider

adjusting financial assistance for low-income families

based on the MIS report's findings or conduct its own

study to determine the living wage required to support

a basic standard of living. 

Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Social and Family

Development Eric Chua stated that MSF regularly

reviews ComCare schemes to ensure lower-income

families have enough help to meet their basic living

needs and cited limitations in the MIS report's

methodology. 

Singapore: Members of Presidential

Council for Religious Harmony appointed

for 3-year term

(lb) Former Supreme Court senior judge Chao Hick Tin

has been appointed as the chairman of the

Presidential Council for Religious Harmony in

Singapore, alongside nine other individuals, for a

three-year term starting from September 15. The other

members of the council include religious leaders and

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-fh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-fk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-fk/


community representatives from various faiths and

backgrounds who have previously served in similar

roles under different presidents. [The Straits Times]

The council, established in 1992 under the

Maintenance of Religious Harmony Act, advises the

Minister for Home Affairs on related matters, considers

and recommends actions on Restraining Orders issued

under the Act, and is responsible for promoting

religious harmony in Singapore. [Singapore Law

Watch]

Thailand: Cabinet approves formation of

committee tasked with drafting

constitution referendum

(ak/lm) Thailand's cabinet has given the green light for

the formation of a 35-member panel tasked with

drafting a referendum on potential amendments to

the constitution. Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham

Weechayachai will serve as the committee's chair, and

it will comprise representatives from both government

and opposition parties, legal experts, scholars, social

activists, and lawyers. The panel is scheduled to

convene its inaugural meeting on October 7, during

which it will discuss the framework and objectives of its

responsibilities. [Bangkok Post]

In 2021, the Constitutional Court ruled that obtaining

public approval is a mandatory step for any substantial

modification to the constitution. This process involves

an initial referendum to validate the proposed

changes, followed by another referendum to confirm

public acceptance of the revised content. However,

some experts suggest that the constitutional revision

process might require more than two rounds of

referendums. If a charter drafting committee is to be

directly elected, it may necessitate additional public

voting.  

Meanwhile, the government has already announced its

intention to leave Chapters 1 and 2 of the Constitution

unaltered. Chapter 1 contains section defining

Thailand as a single, indivisible kingdom with a

democratic regime and the King as the head of state.

Chapter 2 stipulates sections pertaining to royal

prerogatives. It also aims to minimize the number of

referendums needed for any constitutional revisions in

order to reduce costs. [AiR No. 39, September/2023, 4]

Against this backdrop, the main opposition Move

Forward Party has declined to participate in the newly

formed committee responsible for organizing the

constitutional referendum. This decision is primarily
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attributed to a lack of clarity regarding the committee's

objectives and the absence of a framework to guide

discussions on the referendum. The party's stance

remains firm that any new constitution should be

crafted by an assembly consisting entirely of elected

representatives. [The Nation] 

Thailand: Move Forward Party sacks its

deputy House speaker Padipat

(ws/ak) On September 28, the main opposition Move

Forward Party (MFP) made the decision to expel one of

its prominent members, Padipat Suntiphada. The

expulsion of Padipat had long been anticipated as a

strategic move to ensure that the position of deputy

House speaker remains within the control of MFP's

allies, allowing the party to fulfill its role as the primary

opposition party effectively. 

Padipat, who assumed the role of deputy House

speaker in early July, now has 30 days to switch to a

different political party in order to maintain his status

as a Member of Parliament (MP). At least two

opposition political parties, namely the Fair Party and

the Thai Sang Thai Party, have expressed their

readiness to welcome him into their parties.

[ThaiPBSWorld] 

It was against this backdrop that political activist

Srisuwan Janya on October 2 filed a petition with the

National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) on

whether the actions of the Move Forward Party and

Padipat constituted a violation of the ethics code for

parties and politicians stipulated in Section 219 of the

constitution. [Thairath (in Thai)] 

Separately, Pheu Thai party-list MP Adisorn Piengkes

and several other lawmakers are planning to propose

an urgent motion in Parliament’s lower house to

question the suitability of Padipat to continue serving

as deputy House speaker. Adisorn, who is also the

government's chief whip, argues that Padipat's recent

expulsion from the MFP was not in line with the party's

regulations, which stipulate that a member can only be

expelled for committing a significant disciplinary or

ethical violation or engaging in serious wrongdoing.

Adisorn alleges that Padipat's expulsion was merely a

charade, unlike previous expulsions of party members

accused of betraying the party. [ThaiPBS]
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Thailand: Former Kaeng Krachan park

chief released on bail after receiving 3-

year prison sentence in Billy’s

disappearance case

(ws) Nine years after the disappearance of Karen

human rights activist Porlajee “Billy” Rakchongcharoen,

former Kaeng Krachan National Park chief Chaiwat

Limlikhitaksorn has been sentenced to three years in

prison for malfeasance in office. The court found him

guilty of failing to present Porlajee to the police after

his arrest for illegal possession of wild bee honey.

More serious charges, including murder and

abduction, were dismissed due to insufficient

evidence. Three co-defendants, who were park officials

under Chaiwat's supervision, were acquitted for the

same reason. Porlajee’s case garnered international

attention, and his whereabouts remain unknown since

his disappearance in 2014. [ThaiPBSWorld]

Thailand: Democrat leader Jurin ‘unaware’

of attempts by colleagues to form new

party

(ak/lm) The leader of Thailand's Democrat Party, Jurin

Laksanawisit, expressed unawareness of reported

attempts by some members of the party to form a new

one. However, the caretaker deputy secretary-general

of the party, Chaichana Dechdecho, mentioned that

she did not believe any of the 25 Democrat MPs would

leave to create a new party, but she couldn't speak for

former party lawmakers. [Nation Thailand] 

The Democrat Party has been facing internal

challenges after its poor performance in the May 14

general election. The party's caretaker executive board

is set to meet to discuss a solution to the ongoing

deadlock over the election of a new party leader and

other executives.  

Thailand: Torsak Sukvimol named as the

new police chief

(ak) The Police Commission on September 27 approved

the appointment of hitherto deputy national police

chief Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol as the new national

police chief, and the appointment has since been

endorsed by His Majesty the King. Pol Gen Torsak

succeeded Pol Gen Damrongsak Kittiprapas, who

retired on October 30. [Khaosod English] 
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Previously, it was speculated that the appointment

might be withdrawn from the meeting agenda and

deferred until October, along with the appointment of

deputy national police chiefs and commanders. This

followed a search of houses on September 25

occupied by deputy police chief Pol Gen Surachate

Hakparn – who was fourth in seniority among the four

job contenders – as part of a police probe into online

gambling websites [see AiR No. 39, September/2023,

4].

Thailand: Thai lawyer jailed for lese-

majeste denied bail

(ak/lm) Prominent activist and lawyer Arnon Nampa's

request for bail has been denied by the Court of

Appeal as he appeals his four-year sentence for

violating Thailand's royal defamation law, Section 112

of the Criminal Code. The court cited the severity of the

charge and Arnon's behavior, asserting that his actions

had caused significant harm to the constitutional

monarchy. Additionally, the court rejected Arnon's

request for a witness review, stating that the existing

evidence was sufficient to support the previous verdict.

[Bangkok Post] 

Arnon was sentenced to four years in prison and fined

20,000 baht for his actions and statements made at

Victory Monument in Bangkok on October 14, 2020. 

Thailand: Bhumjaithai Party calls on

government to speed up legal casino

project

(ak) The Bhumjaithai Party, a junior partner in

Thailand’s governing coalition, has urged the

government to speed up its legal casino project as the

facility will be one of the solutions for solving the

problem of gambling dens, illegal online gambling and

fraud. [Bangkok Post] 

In January, a special House committee proposed it

study the feasability of building entertainment

complexes, including legal casinos, due to their

lucrative potential. 

Thailand: Plarangpracharath treasurer

resigns from party to become PM advisor
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(ak) Naruemon Pinyosinwat has resigned from the

party membership which she revealed she have

completed all her duties for the party and the result

from the resignation will be effective on September 28.

News report have speculated that Naruemon

resignation was to prepare to take the position of

trade representative appointed by the government

which the government will appoint 5 representatives in

total. [Thairath (in Thai)] 

Following the news of Ms Naruemon resigned from the

Plarangpracharath party, Prime minister Srettha

Thavisin have appointed Ms Naruemon as advisor to

Prime Minister and acting as a Thai trade

representative. The cabinet meeting have announced

the appointment to be effective from October 3

onwards. [The Standard] 

Thailand: Former lawmaker Pareena calls

for senator Porntip’s resignation over

Iceland trip

(lm) Former Member of Parliament Pareena Kraikupt

has called for Senator Porntip Rojanasunan to resign

due to her recent trip to Iceland. Pareena has accused

Porntip of using public funds for the trip and

announced that she would ask the National Anti-

Corruption Commission to investigate the senators’

ethical conduct for taking leave during a parliament

meeting for the overseas trip. Porntip defended her

trip, stating that it was for academic purposes and that

she had not used public funds for her journey.

[Bangkok Post]

Thailand: Government draws up list of

‘influential figures’

(lm) The Thai government has created a list of

individuals described as an "influential figure" or

someone with "dark influence" , and a committee

under the Interior Ministry reviewed this list on

October 3. This list contains approximately 600 to 700

names, with fewer than 100 of them classified as

"hardcore" and marked in red. The remaining names

are in a yellow category and have been placed on a

watchlist. [Bangkok Post]

The next step involves cross-referencing these names

with police and security agency databases to

determine if they have been involved in any of 16

specified crimes, which serve as criteria for being
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labeled as an "influential figure" or someone with "dark

influence." Additionally, Deputy Interior Minister Chada

Thaiset will embark on a tour to meet with local

leaders across the country to discuss concerns related

to illegal activities. 

Thailand: Prime Minister Srettha requests

armed forces to delay arm deals

(ws) Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has urged the

armed forces to postpone their plans for acquiring

arms in the fiscal year 2024, redirecting government

budget towards aiding the most vulnerable. 

The recently appointed Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF)

commander, ACM Phanphakdee Phatthanakul,

confirmed that the government's request involves

prioritizing efforts to address natural disasters like

floods, forest fires, and haze. 

In response, ACM Phanphakdee stated that the RTAF

won't pursue the acquisition of jet fighters in the 2024

fiscal year due to the country's economic

circumstances. However, the possibility of acquiring

new jet fighters in the 2025 fiscal year is being

considered. Meanwhile, the stance of the army and

navy on this matter remains undisclosed. [Bangkok

Post] 

Vietnam: Prime Ministers urges ministries

to expedite process of pending laws draft

(km) Vietnamese Prime Minister Phạm Minh Chính has

instructed ministries and agencies to address 13

pending bills and prepare to issue 71 new documents

in the near future. The government reviewed

proposals related to the amendment of the Law on

Management, Use of Weapons, Explosive Materials,

and Supporting Tools, revised the amendment of the

Advertising Law, and issued detailed regulations and

guidelines for the implementation of laws, ordinances,

and resolutions enacted by the National Assembly and

its Standing Committee.  

The discussion focused on distinguishing between

tools and weapons, ensuring coherence, feasibility,

and effectiveness of regulations, and addressing

overlapping content in advertisements. The session

also received a report on the issuing of detailed

regulations and guidelines for the implementation of
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laws, ordinances, and resolutions enacted by the

National Assembly and its Standing Committee.  

PM Chính emphasized the importance of

administrative reform as one of the three strategic

breakthroughs to prioritize due to the growing number

of complex documents. He urged ministries and

agencies to expedite the process of drafting and

implementing legislation to integrate legal provisions

into daily life, promoting rapid and sustainable socio-

economic development. [vietnamnews.vn] 

Vietnam: World second-largest rare-earth

project to restart next year

(km) Vietnam is planning to restart its largest rare-

earth mine, Dong Pao, with the aim of developing a

rare-earths supply chain and reducing its reliance on

China. This move could potentially challenge China's

dominance in the rare-earth sector, which is critical for

advanced technologies such as electric vehicles,

smartphones, and wind turbines. 

Dong Pao, located in Vietnam, has the second-largest

rare-earth deposits in the world, according to the U.S.

Geological Survey. However, these resources have

largely remained untapped due to low prices set by

China, which controls a significant portion of the global

rare-earth market. 

As part of its strategy, Vietnam's government intends

to launch tenders for multiple blocks of the Dong Pao

mine by the end of the year. These tenders are

expected to attract investments from both domestic

and foreign companies. The government plans to

restart the mine's operations in the coming year,

marking a significant step toward Vietnam's goal of

building a rare-earths supply chain. 

Australia's Blackstone Minerals Ltd is among the

companies interested in bidding for concessions at the

Dong Pao mine. If successful, Blackstone's investment

in the project could be worth approximately USD 100

million. The company has been in talks with potential

clients, including electric car manufacturers VinFast

and Rivian, to secure contracts that would guarantee a

stable supply of rare earths. This approach seeks to

address the challenges posed by fluctuations in rare-

earth prices. 

The proposed restart of the Dong Pao mine comes as

many countries are concerned about the potential

vulnerabilities in their supply chains due to China's

dominant position in the rare-earth sector. In response
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to these concerns, the United States has expressed

support for efforts to diversify rare-earth supply

sources and reduce dependence on China. 

Vietnam's goals include not only restarting the Dong

Pao mine but also developing additional rare-earth

mines. The country has set a target to produce up to

60,000 tons of rare-earth oxide equivalent per year by

2030, which would represent a significant increase

compared to its current production levels. While these

targets are ambitious, they reflect Vietnam's

commitment to becoming a player in the rare-earth

market and reducing its reliance on China. 

However, challenges remain, including the need for

advanced processing technologies to refine rare earths

into usable metals. China currently controls many of

these processing technologies. Nevertheless, Vietnam's

efforts to restart the Dong Pao mine and develop its

rare-earth industry signal a broader shift toward

diversifying global supply chains and reducing

dependence on a single dominant player. [Reuters] 

Vietnam: Environmental activist

sentenced to prison for tax fraud

(km) A Vietnamese court has sentenced an

environmental activist to three years in prison on

charges of tax fraud. Hoang Thi Minh Hong, the

director of an environmental advocacy group, was

convicted of tax evasion and ordered to pay a cash

fine. [Reuters] 

The sentencing comes shortly after the Vietnamese

government discussed human rights with U.S.

President Joe Biden during his state visit to the

country. The U.S. State Department expressed deep

concern over the sentencing and called on Vietnam to

release all unjustly detained individuals and respect

the right to freedom of expression and association.

Human rights organizations have criticized the use of

vague tax charges to target environmental activists in

Vietnam. 

The U.N. human rights office has raised concerns

about the arrest, as Vietnam is holding at least 159

political prisoners and detaining 22 others pending

trial. Hong, who was the first Vietnamese to visit

Antarctica in 1997, has requested leniency at her trial.  
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ASEAN calls for abolition of nuclear

weapons at UN 

(ss) Indonesian Minister of Foreign Affairs Retno

Marsudi has emphasized the need for a total abolition

of nuclear weapons in order to prevent their misuse

and eliminate the threat they pose.  

Marsudi made the statement in her capacity as

representative of Indonesia and the ASEAN at the

“High-Level Plenary Meeting to Commemorate the

International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear

Weapons” at the United Nations Headquarters in New

York.  

She reaffirmed ASEAN’s commitment to global

disarmament and non-proliferation goals and its

concern over countries' diminishing commitment to

fulfilling their obligations under the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), the

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), and

the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

(TPNW).  

She added that ASEAN remained committed to

maintaining Southeast Asia as a zone free of nuclear

weapons and other weapons of mass destruction.

[Antara News]

Indian External Affairs minister meets US

counterpart in Washington amid fallout

over Sikh leader’s killing
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(hp) After attending the United Nations General

Assembly, India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar

met his United States counterpart Anthony Blinken in

Washington for discussion on topics such as India’s

presidency over the G20 Summit, the India-Middle

East-Europe corridor, defense energy, technology and

high-level infrastructure investments. [Times of India]

[Mint]

The meeting was held amid diplomatic tensions which

arose between India and Canada over the killing of a

Khalistani separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar outside a

Sikh temple in British Columbia in June [see AiR No. 39,

September/2023, 4]. He had been a vocal supporter of

a Sikh separatist movement in India and had

previously been labeled a "terrorist" by the Indian

government. Canada launched an investigation into his

killing, suggesting that there might be a connection

between India and the assassination.

The official readout by the US State Department

reporting the meeting of Jaishankar and Blinken did

not state any mention of Canada’s accusations on the

Indian government. However, a US official did confirm

that the issue of killing Nijjar was brought by Blinken,

who urged the Indian government to cooperate with

Canada. [India Today]

This situation has put the US in a delicate position as it

seeks to strengthen its ties with India, an important

player in the Asia-Pacific region, amid its efforts to

counter China's growing influence. In June, President

Joe Biden welcomed Indian Prime Minister Narendra

Modi to the White House for an official state visit,

despite criticism from human rights advocates

regarding India's treatment of minorities and

democratic norms. [Al Jazeera]

However, India has vehemently denied any

involvement in Nijjar's killing, describing the allegations

as "absurd" and politically motivated. The Indian

government has also accused Canada of harboring

Sikh "terrorists and extremists" and has framed the

decades-long Sikh separatist movement, known as the

Khalistan movement, as a threat to national security.

Bangladesh Foreign Minister sharply

criticizes Canada over non-extradition of

murder suspect, backs India

(hp/ps) With the ongoing diplomatic clash between

India and Canada over the killing of Sikh leader

Hardeep Singh Nijjar, Bangladesh‘s Foreign Minister AK

Abdul Momen has lashed out at Ottawa claiming it to
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be a safe haven for murderers. The foreign minister

also backed India, claiming that New Delhi did not do

“immature things”. [Times of India]

Hardeep Singh Nijjar was fatally shot outside a Sikh

temple in British Columbia in June. He had been a

vocal supporter of a Sikh separatist movement in India

and had previously been labeled a "terrorist" by the

Indian government. Canada launched an investigation

into his killing, suggesting that there might be a

connection between India and the assassination.

However, New Delhi has vehemently denied any

involvement in Nijjar's killing, describing the allegations

as "absurd" and politically motivated. [AiR No. 39,

September/2023, 4]

Momen’s latest remarks came after Canada had

previously denied the extradition of Noor Chowdhury,

the assassin of Bangladesh’s Father of the Nation

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. According to Momen, the

government had repeatedly requested Canada to send

back the self-confessed assassin. However, the

Canadian government refused to listen. [Dhaka

Tribune] [Deccan Herald]

IMF concerned about shortfall in taxation

revenue from Sri Lanka at conclusion of

economic review

(lf) The first review of Sri Lanka’s economic progress

following the USD 2.9 billion bailout it was granted by

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in March 2023

came to a conclusion on September 27, following a two

week period. Although it was acknowledged that Sri

Lanka has made appropriate steps towards a healthy

economic recovery, the nation fell short of the IMF’s

expectations and has yet to receive the anticipated

second payment of USD 330 million. Falling short in a

number of areas, Sri Lanka is continuing discussions

with the IMF to establish a staff-level agreement, which

will outline future steps for the nation and acquire the

much needed funds. [Al Jazeera]

Tax and revenue collection were highlighted as the key

areas where Sri Lanka had failed to make adequate

progress towards reform. IMF delegation head Peter

Breuer noted that there was no set timeline for the

agreement to be determined, even though the official

review period has ended. Sri Lanka was congratulated

for making “commendable progress in implementing

difficult but much-needed reforms”, but that the

organization would “continue its discussions” with the

government of Sri Lanka to generate an agreement. 
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The IMF was also concerned with the nation’s progress

stagnating, with economic growth momentum slowing

down in recent weeks. With the nation’s budget set to

be revealed in mid-November, Sri Lanka’s economic

outlook could be improved with drastic changes to the

allocation of government funds. But the government

was hoping to secure the IMF’s funds before revealing

their fiscal plan for the next year, throwing policies and

measures into a state of uncertainty. [Reuters]

Discussions are set to continue as the Sri Lankan

government has not yet abandoned its hope of

securing the second tranche of funds from the IMF

soon. Amidst domestic and international debt

restructuring, and ongoing discussions to implement a

reformed political structure with increased autonomy

for local councils, the delay in securing the IMF’s tick of

approval is an unwelcome challenge to Sri Lanka. [The

Financial Times] [Daily Mirror 1]

The IMF has handed down a number of resources

aimed at addressing the gaps in Sri Lanka’s economic

plan, especially the revenue collection authorities.

Corruption within the nation’s taxation system has

been highlighted as an area of great concern to the

international organisation, as it maintains a significant

amount of revenue that could be used to the country’s

betterment is misappropriated through the three

separate taxation departments of the Ministry of

Finance - Inland Revenue, Customs, and Excise. The

IMF has released a 16 point plan aiming to address the

shortfalls in Sri Lanka’s economic recovery, which has

yet to be responded to by the Central government.

[Daily Mirror 2] [Daily Mirror 3]

Sri Lankan ambassador to Kenya invited

by Liberian government to monitor

elections

(lf) The government of Liberia has invited Sri Lanka’s

resident High Commission to Kenya, Kana Kananathan,

to act as a monitor to ensure the democratic process is

followed. Presidential and parliamentary elections are

scheduled to take place on October 10 in the West

African nation, which has been known for political

violence and intimidation plaguing its routine

democratic cycles. Three have already been killed in

political clashes between party supporters within the

nation. [Manila Times] 

Liberia will become the fifth African nation which has

asked Kananathan to act as an election observer,

following Kenya, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Zimbabwe.

Whilst a sign of respect for the Sri Lankan
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representative and a signal that the nation’s politicians

are considered to be relatively trustworthy and

unbiased in the international arena of democracy, it

should be noted that these four previous elections

were not entirely without controversy, highlighting the

challenges of holding elections in the developing world

and perhaps the slack which Kananathan cuts for

these African countries, to the detriment of voters. 

A number of regional and international organizations

have offered up resources to act as poll watchers on

the day of the election, including the African Union,

The Economic Community of West African States

(ECOWAS) and the European Union. An estimated 2.4

million people will cast votes in the 2023 round of

elections, just under half of the country’s population.

[Daily Mirror] [GNN Liberia]

Sri Lanka claims Chinese vessel has not

been given permission to dock amidst

Indian concerns

(lf) Sri Lanka’s Minister for Foreign Affairs Ali Sabry

asserted in comments made on September 25 that the

nation’s government had not given the Chinese

research vessel Shi Yan 6 permission to dock in the

country due to “important” security concerns from

India. The comments come as India displays increasing

comfortability over the prospect of Chinese ships using

Sri Lanka’s ports over fears of espionage and spying in

the Indian Ocean. [See AiR, No. 33, August/2023, 3]

The Chinese vessel had sought to dock in Sri Lanka

during late October, however Minister Sabry asserted

that Sri Lanka had come to the decision not to host the

vessel after consultations with neighboring nations and

important allies, including India. The minister also

noted that Sri Lanka upholds a standard of procedure

for assessing whether ships will be granted access to

ports, which was followed appropriately when

considering the case of Shi Yan 6. 

The Foreign Minister very towed the line between

China and India very closely whilst making his

comments, stating that “Indian safety issues, which are

reputable, are really, really crucial for us”, but never

explicitly stated that the Chinese ship was a threat of

posed a danger to security within the region. US Under

Secretary Victoria Nuland had previously spoken with

Sabry on the issue of Chinese vessels in the area,

indicating that India is not alone in voicing skepticism

over the conduct of these research ships. 

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-sh/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-sk/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-su/


The challenging position Sri Lanka finds itself in

between China and India has manifested itself in a

number of sectors, including economics, defense and

infrastructure development. It has not been proven

that the Shi Yan 6 vessel poses any danger to Indian

security, signaling that this move may just be a power

play by India to ensure that China is not allowed access

into its regional waters. Alternately, if India has

acquired evidence that the ship intends to spy on

Indian outposts of naval operations in the region, the

presence of the ship would signal a national security

threat to New Delhi. [Daily Mirror] [NDTV]

Sri Lankan foreign minister claims Canada

has given terrorists ‘safe haven’, backs

India in row

(lf) A number of Sri Lankan officials have voiced their

support for India in an ongoing diplomatic argument

the nation is having with fellow Commonwealth

partner Canada, regarding the murder of a Sikh activist

in British Colombia. Hardeep Singh Nijjar, an activist

for the establishment of a Sikh homeland called

Khalistan in the Punjab region of India, was found dead

on June 18, 2023, having been killed in a drive-by

shooting. Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

asserted in late June that credible evidence gathered

by Canadian authorities indicated that the Indian

government may have played a role in the killing of Mr.

Nijjar, although this evidence has yet to be presented

to the public. [See AiR No. 39, September/2023, 4]

Since the allegations were made by Prime Minister

Trudeau, two notable Sri Lankan officials have thrown

their support behind India in the conflict, drawing

similarities between Canada’s large Sikh and Tamil

populations as evidence of the nation harboring

threatening individuals against India and Sri Lanka,

without proper monitoring or surveillance over their

actions. Sri Lanka’s Minister for Foreign Affairs Ali

Sabry asserted in an interview on September 25 that a

number of “terrorists have found safe haven in

Canada” and accused the Trudeau government of

spreading “a terrible, total lie about saying that Sri

Lanka had a genocide”. The minister’s comments are

heavily biased in favor of Sinhalese sympathetic

accounts of the ethnic struggles that have plagued Sri

Lankan since the 1980s, but also reflect the nation’s

frustration with Canada over celebrating contentious

holidays which assert that the violence against the

minority Tamil people constituted the charge of

genocide. [See AiR No. 31, August/2023, 1]
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The foreign minister’s comments are not necessarily

driven by a legitimate belief that India is innocent in

this case, with nothing being able to be proven until

Canadian authorities present their supposed evidence.

The position is likely an opportunity for Sri Lankan

officials to discredit future attempts by the Canadian

government to recognize Tamil holidays and

sympathize with the ethnic diaspora of Sri Lankan

refugees the country holds. [Daily Mirror]

Sri Lanka’s outgoing High Commissioner to India

Milinda Moragoda made comments on September 26

also supporting India’s position on the accusations. The

diplomat praised India’s “unequivocal and also firm”

response to Justin Trudeau’s statements and upheld

that Sri Lanka’s position was “very clear” as the nation’s

“tolerance for terrorism is zero”. These comments back

accusations made by members of the Indian

government that Mr. Najjar was a terrorist who

planned to achieve his political goals through violence.

Mr Moragoda is attempting to assert that Canada had

done the same thing for Tamil separatists in the past,

who the government of Sri Lanka likewise consider to

be terrorists. 

As relations between Canada and India deteriorate, the

relationship between Sri Lanka and its largest neighbor

have grown stronger, although not without challenge

from China. It remains to be seen whether India will

take not of Sri Lanka’s support in this issue, or if it will

try to distance itself from politicians throwing

accusations at Tamil populations that India has

historically advocated in favor of. [Indian Express] [Live

Mint]

Pakistan’s position on Israel-Palestine

conflict remains the same, interim foreign

minister says

(tj) Pakistan’s caretaker Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas

Jilani on September 28 reaffirmed the country’s

longstanding policy on the Israel-Palestine conflict.

Pakistan does not maintain diplomatic relations with

Israel and supports a "two-state solution in accordance

with the relevant United Nations and OIC resolutions

as well as international law, with pre-1967 borders and

Al-Quds Al-Sharif (Jerusalem) as the capital of

Palestine." [Dawn]

Jilani's statement comes amid efforts by Israel to

normalize relations with Muslim countries, most

notably Saudi Arabia. Last week, Israeli Tourism

Minister Haim Katz visited Saudi Arabia, marking the

first-ever public visit by an Israeli minister to the Arab
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kingdom. Concurrently, the Saudi ambassador to the

Palestinians, Naif al-Sudairi, crossed an Israeli border

checkpoint to visit the West Bank, where he met with

leaders of the Palestinian Authority. [The New York

Times]

Multinational military exercise ‘Eternal

Brotherhood-II’ concludes

(mha) A multinational special forces exercise called

"Eternal Brotherhood-II" concluded in northwest

Pakistan after two weeks of training. Special forces

from several countries participated, including Turkey,

Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Qatar, and Uzbekistan. The

exercise, which began on September 17 in the Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province, aimed to strengthen military-

to-military relations among these nations and develop

joint strategies for counter-terrorism. The closing

ceremony was attended by high-ranking officers from

the participating countries, and the final day featured

demonstrations of the special forces' professional

capabilities. [The Tribune] [Anadolu Ajansı]

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

meeting in Egypt

(ga) The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)

conference took place from September 25-26 in Sharm

El Sheikh in Egypt, with a theme of “Sustainable Growth

in a Challenging World”. [AIIB]

The AIIB is backed by the Chinese government, which

has a 30 percent stake, and is headquartered in

Beijing; it was created in 2016 to be an alternative to

the World Bank. [AIIB] [SCMP 1]

The AIIB announced its intention at this conference to

increase funding for climate change-related projects to

USD 7 billion by 2030, estimating funding about USD

50 billion by the end of the 2020s. [SCMP 1]

According to AIIB President and Chairman Jin Liqun,

more than half of the bank’s financing projects in 2022

were focused on addressing and adapting to climate

change. [SCMP 1]

On September 26 the AIIB approved the applications of

El Salvador, the Solomon Islands, and Tanzania to join

its membership, bringing the total number of member

countries to 109. [Xinhua]
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Although the AIIB has 109 members, it has primarily

focused its investments in Asia, only pursuing some

projects in Africa. [SCMP 1]

At the conference Chinese Vice Minister of Finance

Wang Dongwei criticized US efforts to ‘de-risk’ and

‘decouple’ from China, saying that these efforts are just

excuses to disrupt international trade. Wang called on

other attendees at the conference to reject efforts to

decouple and to “strictly safeguard the safety and

stability of the industrial and supply chains”. [SCMP 2]

Japan-Southeast Asia: Foreign Minister to

visit for ASEAN member states

(dql) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa is set

to embark on a four-Southeast Asian nation tour from

October 8 on that will include visits to Brunei, Vietnam,

Laos and Thailand. 

The diplomatic move comes Japan prepares for a

summit with ASEAN leaders in Tokyo scheduled for

mid-December.  

It is believed that in the talks with her counterparts

Kamikawa will reaffirm the importance of safeguarding

international order based on the rule of law and

achieving a free and open Indo-Pacific in the face of

China’s geopolitical ambitions in the region.  

The tour will be Kamikawa’s second trip abroad since

she became foreign minister in a Cabinet reshuffle last

month [see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3], following

her visit to the US in late September to attend the U.N.

General Assembly in New York. [Kyodo News 1] 

Meanwhile, stakeholders and relevant parties from

both Japan and the ASEAN are said to sign an

agreement in Tokyo this week under which the two

sides aim to deepen cooperation in private sector

cybersecurity.  

This is in line with training programs that Japanese

government have been carrying out by Japan’s Ministry

of Internal Affairs and Communications at the ASEAN-

Japan Cybersecurity Capacity Building Centre in

Bangkok, in a bid to help develop professionals among

governments of ASEAN members. [Kyodo News 2] 

Japan joins Singapore Convention on

Mediation
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(dql) Japan has formally joined the Singapore

Convention on Mediation after it “deposited the

instrument of accession to the United Nations

Convention on International Settlement Agreements

Resulting from Mediation (Singapore Convention on

Mediation) with the Secretary-General of the United

Nations in New York,” October 1.  

The Convention will enter into force in Japan in six

months [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan] 

Adopted in December 2018 by the UN General

Assembly and open for signature since August 2019,

the Convention is an international agreement that

provides a uniform framework for the recognition and

enforcement of mediated settlement agreements that

resolve international, commercial disputes. 

North Korea accuses US, South Korea of

pushing peninsula closer to nuclear war

(tms) North Korea's envoy to the United Nations,

Ambassador Kim Song, accused the United States and

South Korea of escalating tensions on the Korean

Peninsula, asserting that 2023 has been an extremely

perilous year.  

In his address to the UN General Assembly, Kim stated

that the peninsula was on the brink of nuclear war,

necessitating North Korea to accelerate the bolstering

of its self-defense capabilities. 

In the last 18 months, North Korea's frequent ballistic

missile tests have raised concerns about a possible

seventh nuclear test. North Korea justifies these

actions as self-defense measures to protect its

sovereignty and security. [see AiR No. 34, August/2023,

4] [see AiR No. 36, September/2023, 1].  

Despite being under UN Security Council sanctions

since 2006, North Korea's missile and nuclear

programs have persisted.  

The Security Council remains divided on how to handle

Pyongyang, with China and Russia advocating for

easing sanctions and blaming joint military exercises

between the US and South Korea for provoking North

Korea, while the US accuses China and Russia of

shielding North Korea from further sanctions.

[Reuters] 
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North Korea criticizes IAEA for supporting

US-led pressure campaign

(tms) North Korea has strongly condemned the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) for

participating in a resolution, led by the United States

and aimed at pressuring North Korea to curtail its

nuclear programs.  

In a statement from the Ministry of Nuclear Power

Industry, Pyongyang labeled the IAEA a "paid

trumpeter" for Washington, characterizing the

resolution as a product of a conspiracy by the US and

its allies.  

North Korea asserted that its status as a nuclear

weapons state is irreversible, accusing IAEA Chief

Rafael Grossi of contributing to an atmosphere of

pressure by spreading false information about an

impending nuclear test.  

North Korea urged the IAEA to address global issues

instead of supporting what it perceives as US nuclear

proliferation and Japan's release of Fukushima nuclear

plant wastewater. [Reuters] 

Philippines, allies kick off naval drills

amid Asia-Pacific tension

(lb) Forces from Manila, Britain, Canada, Japan, and the

United States have initiated two weeks of joint naval

exercises in Philippine waters as a "show of force" in

response to escalating regional tensions.

The drills come in the wake of China's recent move to

block Philippine fishermen from accessing the

Scarborough Shoal, a contested maritime area in the

South China Sea. The exercises, named "Sama Sama,"

involve over 1,800 participants and focus on various

naval activities, including anti-submarine warfare, air

defense, and search and rescue operations.

The Philippine navy sees these exercises as more than

just military training; they symbolize enduring

partnerships and a shared commitment to security and

stability in the Asia-Pacific region. Participants include

vessels from the United States, Britain, Canada, Japan,

and the Philippines, with observers and experts from

Australia, France, Indonesia, and New Zealand. The

message conveyed is that all nations have the right to

navigate freely in the West Philippine Sea, a portion of

the South China Sea claimed by Manila, without

coercion or intimidation. The joint naval exercises will
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continue until October 13, demonstrating a united

front among these nations in the face of potential

aggressors. [Reuters]

Thailand spearheads the QR-code cross-

border payment at the IMT-GT Ministerial

Meeting

(ak) The representatives of Thailand at the IMT-GT

Ministerial Meeting in Indoenesia have proposed cross-

border QR-code payment scheme to the meeting with

the progress from Thailand and Indonesia have

advocate for cross-border payments via QR code and

Thailand aims to expand the funding access for small-

medium enterprises in the rubber and palm-oil

processing industries and to make the value-chain

connections for the product. Additionally, Thailand also

aims for accelerating development border crossings

such as between Thailand and Malaysia at Sadao and

Sungai Kolok. [The Nation] 

China Asian Infrastructure Investment

Bank to provide USD 4.5 billion loan to

Bangladesh

(ps) The China-led Asian Infrastructure Investment

Bank (AIIB) has announced at their eight annual

meeting that they will provide an additional USD 4.5

billion loan for various projects including some to build

climate-resilient infrastructure. So far, the AIIB has

provided USD 3.2 billion for 18 projects in Bangladesh.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladeshi shot dead after crossing

Indian border illegally

(ps) A Bangladesh national was shot dead by India’s

Border Security Force (BSF) after crossing the Indian

boder in Chuadanga district on September 27. This

follows a separate event of a Bangladeshi killed by BSF

on September 15. [The Daily Star]

The number of border killings by BSF has increased

this year with at least 17 people killed this year up to

September 30 compared to eight last year. [The Daily

Star]
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Nepal Parliamentary delegation visits

Bangladesh

(ps) A delegation from Nepal’s parliament is visiting

Nepal to meet some ministers and inspect agricultural

projects. [Dhaka Tribune]

First shipment of Uranium arrives for

delayed, Russian-built nuclear power

plant in Bangladesh

(ps) The first shipment of Russian uranium has arrived

in Bangladesh on September 28 via air cargo. The

material will act as fuel for the Bangladesh’s first

nuclear power plant Rooppur which is being

constructed by Russia. The activation of Rooppur has

been delayed by US sanctions imposed on Russia

following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The power plant

is of high importance to Bangladesh as it is facing its

most severe electricity shortage in years. [Prothom Alo]

In related events a Russian ship carrying parts for

Rooppur has started unloading. In the past shipments

have been denied due to US sanctions. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Bangladesh, Russia: More than 120

university scholarships in Russia

announced

(ps) The Russian government has announced more

than 120 university scholarships for bachelor, master

and PhD students for the academic year 2024-2025.

[Dhaka Tribune]

Saudi Arabian Crown Prince to visit

Bangladesh in 2024

(ps) Next year, Saudi Crown Prince and Prime Minister

Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud is scheduled to make

a visit to Bangladesh. The visit was announced at the

Saudi National Day reception in Dhaka. [Dhaka

Tribune]

Brunei-France: Defense ties to be

deepened
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(dql) France is seeking to further deepen defence and

military ties with Brunei as reaffirmed by Rear Admiral

Geoffroy d’Andigné, the Commander of Armed Forces

in French Polynesia during his first visit to the

Sultanate last week.  

In an interview d’Andigné confirmed that he was

discussing more defense cooperation at the operation

level during his four-day stay in Brunei.  

This week, a French surveillance frigate Prairiald, along

with two F200 Guardian patrol planes, will make a

stopover in the country. [Borneo Bulletin] 

Cambodia-China: Railway cooperation

discussed

(dql) Cambodian Minister of Public Works and

Transport Peng Ponea met with a delegation from

major Chinese construction engineering company

China Railway 16th Bureau Group Co., Ltd. on

September 29, to discuss railway cooperation.  

The discussion focused on the issues of rehabilitating

and developing existing railways, linking rail transport

with neighboring countries, and developing urban rail

transport systems. In addition, both sides exchanged

views on strengthening construction inspection

techniques. [Khmer Times] 

Cambodia-Vietnam: Visit of Vietnamese

Navy delegation

(dql) A delegation of the Vietnam People’s Navy paid a

visit to the Royal Cambodian Navy in Preah Sihanouk

province from from September 26-29. The visit was

aimed at boosting relations between the two countries’

naval forces. 

While in Cambodia, the Vietnamese delegation held

talks with units of the coastal and island defence

command and Ream Naval Base of the Royal

Cambodian Navy. 

A wreath was laid at the Cambodia–Vietnam Friendship

Monument to honor Vietnamese volunteer soldiers

who died in the struggle to oust the Pol Pot regime in

Cambodia. [Khmer Times] 
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US appoints new senior China-focused

official

(ga) On September 29 the US Department of State

announced that Mark Lambert would be the China

Coordinator and Deputy Assistant Secretary of State

for China and Taiwan within the Bureau of East Asian

and Pacific Affairs. Lambert will be responsible for

heading the State Department’s Office of China

Coordination and Office of Taiwan Coordination. [US

Department of State]

Lambert’s appointment marks an attempt to

reinvigorate China policy coming out of the State

Department, streamlining and better coordinating the

US’s approach to China across a range of departments

and issues. [Reuters]

Lambert has been working with the State Department

covering a number of Asian countries including Japan,

Korea, Mongolia, Australia, New Zealand, and the

Pacific Islands, and has seen two diplomatic tours in

Beijing. [US Department of State]

The State Department press release announcing

Lambert’s new role highlighted a need for staff who

were able to take on “...the most complex and

consequential geopolitical challenge we face”. [US

Department of State]

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister for Asia

meets US counterpart in Washington

(ga) On September 27 US Assistant Secretary of State

for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Daniel Kritenbrink met

with Chinese Vice Foreign Minister for Asia Sun

Weidong in Washington, D.C.

Kritenbrink and Sun discussed Burma, North Korea,

maritime issues, and Taiwan in their meeting. Sun also

met with US Acting Deputy Secretary of State Victoria

Nuland. [US Department of State 1] [Chinese Ministry

of Foreign Affairs]

According to the US Department of State’s note on the

meeting, “The two sides reiterated the importance of

maintaining open channels of communication on areas

of difference as well as areas of cooperation”. [US

Department of State]

The Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA)

statement on the meeting also said that the

discussions were “candid, in-depth and constructive”,

highlighting that the “Chinese side emphasized that
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sound interactions between China and the U.S. in the

Asia-Pacific serves [sic] the interests of both countries

and meet [sic] the common expectation of regional

countries”. The MFA also stated that the meeting took

place at the invitation of the US. [Chinese Ministry of

Foreign Affairs]

There is speculation that high level meetings such as

this are paving the way for Chinese President Xi Jinping

to visit the US for the Asia-Pacific Economic

Cooperation (APEC) summit being held in San

Francisco in November, where he would likely meet US

President Joe Biden.

To that end, there has also been media speculation

that Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng and Foreign

Minister Wang Yi will soon make visits to the US.

[Reuters] [South China Morning Post]

This activity comes in the wake of a number of

meetings between senior US and Chinese officials over

the last few months, with meetings taking place in

Beijing and on the sidelines of major summits such as

the United Nations General Assembly. [see AiR No. 36,

September/2023, 1] [see AiR No. 39, September/2023,

4]

US releases report alleging Chinese

misinformation efforts

(ga) On September 28 the US Department of State’s

Global Engagement Center released a report titled:

“How the People’s Republic of China Seeks to Reshape

the Global Information Environment”. [US Department

of State]

The report purports to showcase China’s strategy for

media manipulation and misinformation, claiming that

China “employs a variety of deceptive and coercive

methods as it attempts to influence the international

information environment” including “propaganda,

disinformation, and censorship”. [US Department of

State]

The report says that Chinese policies of “leveraging

propaganda and censorship, promoting digital

authoritarianism, exploiting international organizations

and bilateral partnerships, pairing cooptation and

pressure, and exercising control of Chinese-language

media” are dangers to the international information

environment and “global freedom of expression”. [US

Department of State]
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The report particularly highlighted Chinese control of

media outlets in countries around the world as well as

Chinese cooperation with foreign governments in

censorship and other technologies which allows

Chinese media influence to propagate. [US

Department of State]

In response to the report, the Chinese Ministry of

Foreign Affairs called the report disinformation and

said that the US “invented the weaponizing of the

global information space”. It added that “the US is an

‘empire of lies’ through and through”, citing several

purported historical examples of US disinformation.

[Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs]

Japanese government coalition junior

party leader to follow-up on delayed

China visit

(ic) Yamaguchi Natsuo, the leader of Japan’s Buddhist

political party Kō meitō  that is the junior partner to the

Liberal Democratic Party in its ruling coalition, has

expressed his desire to visit China by the end of the

year. He has stated that this visit is intended to ‘mend

ties’, which is a role the Kō meitō  has taken upon itself

historically when relations between the governments

of China and Japan are rough. [Bloomberg] [Japan

Times]

He had previously planned to visit in September but

cancelled his trip in August due to the vigorous

Chinese public reaction against Japan’s Fukushima

water release [see AiR No. 35, August/2023, 5].

This meeting may also coincide with the planned

China-Japan-South Korea trilateral summit that will

also be occurring in December [see AiR No. 39,

September/2023, 4]

China-Germany: High Level Financial

Dialogue held

(ic) China and Germany have continued to plan their

moves around each other. Chinese Vice-Premier He

Lifeng and German Finance Minister Christian Lindner

met on October 1 in Frankfurt for the 3rd China-

Germany High Level Financial Dialogue. In a joint

statement, they pledged to mutually expand market

access, deepen investment, and strengthen

cooperation through multilateral economic

frameworks like the Asian Infrastructure Investment
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Bank (AIIB). [Federal Ministry of Finance] [South China

Morning Post]

Referring to the outcomes of the Dialogue, Chinese

state media concluded that a balance is yet to be

struck between Germany and China, arguing that as

the US and its allies slowly pull away from China,

Germany appears to continue to be hesitant to over-

commit in this regard and both China and Germany

“agreed to strengthen cooperation on fiscal and

financial matters, and open market access based on a

level playing-field, while committing to combating

trade protectionism, and supporting the rules-based,

non-discriminatory, fair, open, inclusive, equitable,

sustainable and transparent multilateral trading

system with the WTO at its core.” be engaging

Germany as a partner to “combat trade protectionism”.

[Global Times]

At the same time, Germany is currently in the process

of debating over the adoption of its China strategy that

was released in July 2023 [see AiR No. 29, July/2023, 3].

The strategy itself appears to not outline any specific

policy initiatives, but rather lays out the state of play

regarding relations between Germany/Europe and

China, and objectives to work towards. [Federal

Foreign Office, Germany] [Reuters]

Speaking a parliamentary debate, Foreign Minister

Annalena Baerbock of the lliance 90/The Greens party,

pushing the strategy at a debate in the Bundestag on

September 28, argued that China should be treated as

a “partner, competitor and systemic rival,” and added

that Germany “will cooperate wherever it is possible,

but on the basis of fair rules.” Overall, the governing

coalition of the Social Democratic Party, the Free

Democratic Party, and Alliance 90/The Greens agreed

on a “partnership with criticism,” emphasizing the need

to reduce economic reliance on China through de-

risking. [Bundestag, in German]

European Union identifies sensitive

technology areas to protect

(ic) The European Commission, on October 3, adopted

the “Recommendation on critical technology areas for

the EU's economic security,” which calls on all

European Union members states to immediately

conduct risk assessments of most sensitive industries,

including advanced semiconductor, artificial

intelligence, quantum and biotechnologies. [European

Commission]
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Although the recommendation did not explicitly

mention China, the move is widely seen as motivated

by the aim of shielding sensitive technologies from

China. [ABC News] [euronews]

It is believed that a further six categories will be added

next year, although observers note that proponents of

economic liberalism had whittled down the total

number of areas to be earmarked for protection from

17 to 10. [Financial Times]

China-US: US sanctions against Chinese

companies and individuals in connection

with fentanyl

(ms) The U.S. Department of the Treasury announced

in a press release on October 3 the imposition of

sanctions against 28 Chinese entities and individuals

related to the production and supply of chemicals used

in the production of fentanyl.

In 2022 alone, data collected by the U.S. Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) attributed about

two-thirds of the 107,000 drug deaths to illegally

produced fentanyl. The greater flow of the drug and

the chemicals needed for its production is said to be

based on a "global fentanyl supply chain" that "often

starts with chemical companies in China," according to

the U.S. Department of the Treasury.

The sanctions are directed against 12 entities and 13

individuals based in China, as well as two entities and

one individual based in Canada, and the sanctions

freeze the companies' U.S. assets and prohibit

Americans from doing business with them. In addition,

the Justice Department has brought eight indictments

against eight China-based companies and 12 of their

employees for crimes related to the manufacture of

fentanyl and methamphetamine, the distribution of

synthetic opioids, and the sale of precursor chemicals.

The Chinese Embassy in Washington clearly rejects the

U.S. measures, saying that the Chinese government

has a clear stand in the fight against narcotics and that

the U.S. sanctions against Chinese entities are nothing

more than a smear campaign designed to make China

the scapegoat for the situation in the United States.

[BBC] [Reuters] [U.S. Department of the Treasury]

China-Taiwan: Taiwanese citizen

sentenced to another four years in prison
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for espionage 

(ms) China's Taiwan Affairs Office announced in a press

conference on September 27 that Taiwanese citizen

Tsai Chin-shu has been sentenced to a second four-

year prison term.

Tsai has already been in custody in China since 2018

and, according to reports that emerged in mid-July, has

already served a four-year sentence which additionally

deprived him of his rights in China for another four

years, preventing him from leaving the country despite

his release.

Tsai is a political scientist and the former chairman of

the South Taiwan Cross-Strait Relations Association, an

organization promoting unification with China. Tsai

was one of four Taiwanese men accused of espionage

and "threatening national security" by Chinese

authorities in October 2020. [Anadolu Agency] [Taiwan

News]

Indian Envoy barred from entering Sikh

temple in Scotland by Khalistani

separatists

(hp) On September 29, the Indian High Commissioner

to the UK and the Consul general of India were

prevented from entering a gurdwara, a place of

worship for the Sikhs, in Glasgow, Scotland by three

British radical Sikh activists claiming that they were not

welcome there. [Mint]

The envoy had a meeting planned with the Gurdwara

committee. The statement issued by the Indian high

commission in London stated that the interaction

planned was to deliberate on community and consular

issues. The meeting was to include members of the

committee, senior community leaders and a member

of the Scottish Parliament. Commenting on the issue,

the Foreign and Commonwealth and Development

Office regarded the situation as disgraceful and was

concerned about it. Therefore, the minister for Indo-

Pacific state assured that the UK will take necessary

steps to avoid conflicts involving extremist elements.

[The Wire] [Free Press Journal]

This confrontation comes after the ongoing diplomatic

row between New Delhi and Ottawa when Canadian

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau accused the Indian

government of killing a Khalistani separatist, a

Canadian citizen, on Canadian soil [see AiR No. 39,

September/2023, 4].
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India tells Canada to remove 41 diplomats

amid row over Sikh separatist’s killing

(lf/lm) India has requested Canada remove India has

requested Canada to remove 41 of its 62 diplomats

from the country in an escalation of the present

tensions between both states. The cut in diplomatic

staff follows India’s decision to stop issuing visas to

Canadian citizens, placing an effective halt on visitors

from Canada entering India. [Hindustan Times]

[Financial Times] [Reuters]

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau acknowledged

the seriousness of the situation but emphasized the

importance of engaging responsibly and constructively

with the Indian government. Last month, Trudeau

made a statement in Parliament asserting "credible

allegations" of Indian involvement in the slaying of

Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Sikh nationalist activist and

Canadian citizens who was killed in British Columbia

[see AiR, No. 38, September/2023, 3].

The allegations of India's involvement in the killing are

based, in part, on surveillance of Indian diplomats in

Canada and intelligence provided by a major ally,

possibly a member of the "Five Eyes" intelligence-

sharing alliance. The situation has caused tensions to

escalate between the two countries, leading to frosty

encounters between Trudeau and Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi at the recent Group of 20

(G20) meeting and the cancellation of a planned trade

mission to India by Canada.

Afghanistan embassy in New Delhi closes,

cites lack of diplomatic support

(hp/lm) The Afghan embassy in India, which had been

aligned with the previous West-backed government in

Afghanistan, has announced its closure, effective from

October 1. The decision was taken due to lack of

“crucial support” from India which has hampered the

embassy’s capacity to carry out the embassy’s duties,

according to an official statement. There were also

shortcomings in meeting the expectations to best

serve Afghani citizens due to “the absence of a

legitimate functioning government in Kabul”, referring

to the Taliban administration.

This is not the first instance that the Afghanistan

embassy had to fight for its existence after the Taliban

takeover. In April-May 2023, the Taliban had reportedly
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appointed a new head of mission to replace the Ghani

appointed ambassador to India. However, the embassy

claimed that no such change had been made. This led

to a state of confusion in Delhi. [Al Jazeera] [NDTV]

India has not officially recognized the Taliban

government in Afghanistan, which took control of the

country in August 2021. New Delhi evacuated its own

diplomatic staff from Kabul ahead of the US

withdrawal from Afghanistan two years ago and no

longer maintains a diplomatic presence there.

However, it remains interested in retaining ties with

Afghanistan, a country where its regional rival Pakistan

wields considerable influence.

Furthermore, Afghan nationals make up a significant

portion of refugees in India, accounting for around

one-third of the nearly 40,000 refugees registered with

the United Nations' refugee agency. This figure does

not include those Afghan refugees who are not

registered with the UN.

India, Japan launch USD 600 million fund

for low carbon emission project

(lm) India's National Investment and Infrastructure

Fund (NIIF) and the Japan Bank for International

Cooperation (JBIC) have jointly launched a USD 600

million fund to invest in sustainability projects. JBIC will

contribute 51 percent of the fund, with India providing

the rest. The India-Japan Fund aims to invest in

sustainable projects related to renewable energy, e-

mobility, and waste management, as well as fostering

collaboration between Indian and Japanese

companies. This initiative comes amid global

challenges like disrupted supply chains, making India

an attractive destination for investment and

collaboration for Japanese firms. [The Straits Times]

Indonesia-Australia: Joint maritime survey

of navies 

(dql) The Hydro-Oceanographic Center of the

Indonesian Navy and the Australian Navy (RAN) have

kicked off two-month joint survey of the seabed in the

Timor Sea border area. The survey marks the first such

cooperative effort between the two countries’ navies. 

The Indonesian Navy has deployed the KRI Spica-

934 warship to Indonesia’s Exclusive Economic Zone

(EEZ), while ships dispatched by the Australian Navy
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and the Australian Hydrographic Agency will also sail

along their EEZ on the Timor Sea border. 

The survey will collect seabed data in their respective

EEZs, including maps of the seabed, sea tunnels,

current patterns, and tidal patterns. [Antara] 

Indonesia provides humanitarian aid to

flood-affected Libya

(ss) Indonesia has dispatched a total of 46 metric tons

of humanitarian aid, with an estimated value of about

USD 900,000 to provide assistance to the Libyan

population suffering from the devastating floods

triggered by Storm Daniel last month.   

The assistance provided by the Indonesian

government comprises various items such as tents,

clothing, carpentry tools, water distillation gear, ready-

to-eat meals, and hygiene equipment.  

According to the International Organization for

Migration, over 43,000 people have been displaced as

a consequence of the floods. [Antara News]

Japan-US: Multinational firms warned of

China-linked hacker group in joint

cybersecurity advisory

(dql) In a joint cybersecurity advisory, the U.S. National

Security Agency (NSA), Federal Bureau of Investigation

(FBI), and Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security

Agency (CISA), together with their Japanese

counterparts – the Japan National Police Agency (NPA)

and the Japan National Center of Incident Readiness

and Strategy for Cybersecurity (NISC) – have warned

US and Japanese multinational companies of hacker

group BlackTech that is believed to have links to

China.  

Multinational companies are advised to conduct a

review of the internet routers at their subsidiaries to

minimize the risk of a potential attack from

BlackTech.  

According to the advisory, BlackTech is capable of

“modifying router firmware without detection and

exploiting routers’ domain-trust relationships to pivot

from international subsidiaries to headquarters in

Japan and the United States, which are the primary

targets.”  
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According to the Japan's National Police Agency,

BlackTech has been carrying out cyberattacks on

governments and tech-sector companies in the US and

East Asia since around 2010. [Cybersecurity and

Infrastructure Security Agency, USA] [Reuters] 

Meanwhile, stakeholders and relevant parties from

both Japan and the ASEAN are said to sign an

agreement in Tokyo this week under which the two

sides aim to deepen cooperation in private sector

cybersecurity. [Kyodo News 2] 

Japan-US: Defense minister agree on

deepening defense cooperation during

phone talk

(dql) Japan’s new Defense Minister Minoru Kihara who

assumed his post in a Cabinet reshuffle last month

[see AiR No. 38, September/2023, 3] held a telephone

conference with US counterpart Defense Secretary

Lloyd on September 28.  

During the talk initiatives to increase deterrence

capabilities were discussed, with the two ministers

agreeing to continue discussion on roles, missions and

capabilities of their countries’ alliance including

effective operation of counterstrike capabilities. 

Kihara and Austin also agreed to advance cooperation

to an unprecedented level to deter attempts to

unilaterally change the status quo by force in general

and in the Indo-Pacific region, in a bid to achieve a free

and open Indo-Pacific.  

They further confirmed the need to strengthen

trilateral defense cooperation between the US, Japan

and South Korea to handle North Korea. [Ministry of

Defense, Japan] 

The telephone conference came a day after Japan

Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) and the US Navy

conducted an exercise that for the first time involved

unmanned ships and a littoral combat ship (LCS)-class

vessel. [Ministry of Defense, Japan, X] [The EurAsian

Times] 

Laos’ Champassak, Vietnam’s Kon Tum

strengthen cooperation

(ws) Provincial leaders from Champassak in Laos and

Kon Tum in Vietnam have formalized their
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commitment to cooperation for the period 2023-2027

by signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).

This agreement encompasses various areas including

politics, diplomacy, economics, investment, and

tourism, all aimed at achieving their development

goals. 

Within the framework of this MOU, both provinces are

dedicated to facilitating favorable conditions for their

respective departments, agencies, and localities to

foster friendly and collaborative relationships.  

Additionally, they have mutually agreed to strengthen

ties in the tourism sector and work closely with other

regions in Laos and Vietnam to actively implement the

tourism development plan for the Cambodia-Laos-

Vietnam development triangle area for the 2021-2025

period. [Vientiane Times] 

Laos to receive USD 1.5 million from Japan

to bolster resilient livelihoods for

vulnerable communities

(ws) The government of Japan has pledged nearly USD

1.5 million in financial assistance for a project aimed at

bolstering the resilience of vulnerable communities in

Laos. 

The government of Japan and the Food and Agriculture

Organization (FAO) of the United Nations formally

inked a new grant agreement to support "The project

for enhancing livelihood resilience in rural areas" in

Laos.  

This grant will enable FAO to extend its support to

communities in seven districts across Luang Prabang

and Oudomxay provinces by adopting integrated

approaches to enhance livelihoods that can withstand

the challenges posed by climate change and various

other hazards. 

This marks the third grant provided by the government

of Japan in recent years to promote resilient livelihoods

in Laos through the FAO. The first grant aided 4,000 of

the most vulnerable individuals affected by the 2018

floods in Khammuan and Savannakhet provinces,

while the second grant focused on assisting

smallholders and socially vulnerable populations to

combat the spread of Covid-19. [Vientiane Times] 
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Laos Technology Minister signs digital

transformation partnership MOU with

Huawei

(ws) During his visit to the Huawei Shanghai R&D

Centre for 5.5G, Professor Dr. Boviengkham Vongdara,

the Minister of Technology and Communications of

Laos, officially inked a Memorandum of Understanding

(MOU) to establish a digital transformation partnership

with Huawei Technologies (Lao). 

The primary objective of this collaboration is to

collaborate in developing ICT courses and facilitating

opportunities for students at the Institute of

Information and Communications Technology. These

opportunities include conducting seminars, training

sessions, and internships at Huawei Laos. [Vientiane

Times] 

Malaysia opens the door to Huawei 5G

infrastructure

(ga) Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim said on

September 27 that Huawei would be allowed to

participate in Malaysia’s 5G network infrastructure,

following a decision in May to create a dual carrier

system, breaking the monopoly of the state-owned cell

service provider. [Reuters] 

The decision to allow Huawei into Malaysia’s system

was met with warnings from the US and EU about the

potential national security risks of using Huawei

network equipment. [Reuters] 

Anwar said that in spite of these concerns, the decision

was made to allow Huawei to be involved in the system

in order that Malaysia could benefit from having

different technologies in its infrastructure. [Reuters] 

Malaysia’s state-owned cellular service provider, Digital

Nasional Berhad, previously held exclusive rights to

providing 5G service and has used Swedish company

Ericsson’s technology for Malaysia’s 5G network

infrastructure thus far; the implications for that

partnership are unknown. [Reuters] 

The second network could begin to be installed as

early as January 2024. [Yahoo! News] 

Japan and Malaysian oil firm discuss

exporting CO2 to Malaysia
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(ga) On September 27 the Japanese Ministry of

Economy, Trade, and Industry (METI) carbon capture

and storage policy office agreed to begin talks with

Malaysian state-owned oil company Petronas on the

issue of exporting carbon dioxide emitted in Japan to

Malaysia for storage to reduce climate change.

[Reuters] 

METI spokesperson Norihiko Saeki also expressed

interest in creating similar agreements with other

countries in Asia. [Reuters] 

The discussions are based around a target set by Japan

that it would have capacity to store between 6 and 12

million metric tonnes of carbon dioxide by 2030, but

would export the rest to international facilities which

store and process carbon dioxide. [Reuters] 

The two sides are aiming for carbon dioxide to be

moved from Japan to Malaysia from 2028. [Reuters] 

Russia is looking for opportunities to

invest oil and gas sector in Myanmar 

(ha) On September 26, Myanmar’s new minister of

energy and the chairman of the Russia-Myanmar

organization met in Nay Pyi Taw. 

In the meeting, Russia discussed investing in

Myanmar’s oil and gas sector and potential

cooperation between the countries in this sector.

According to junta media, the two men are said to also

have discussed technical cooperation in onshore and

offshore oil and gas exploration. In addition, they

discussed allowing Russian companies to work in the

construction of oil and gas pipelines, oil refining and

fuel support in Myanmar. [The Irrawaddy]

Myanmar-UK: British parliament

raises questions about Prime Minister

Sunak’s silence over India's sale of arms

to Myanmar

(wn) The British Parliament requested that British

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak discuss India's sale of

weapons to the Myanmar Military Council. The UK

government confirmed that Sunak did not address

India's arms sales to Myanmar during his meeting with

Indian Prime Minister Modi at the G20 summit.  

Campaigning to stop the sale of arms to the Burmese

military has become part of Britain's foreign policy, but
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the government has been criticized for remaining

silent on the issue. 

On September 22, MP Imran Hussain submitted a

related query to Foreign Minister Anne-Marie

Trevelyan. In response, Trevelyan stated that while the

matter of supplying arms to Myanmar was not

addressed by Sunak and Modi, the government will

continue to engage in talks with individuals or entities

who provide weapons to the Myanmar army. [VOA

Burmese] [Parallel Parliament] 

Mongolia-Russia: Inaugural Meeting of the

Joint Commission on Inter-Parliamentary

Cooperation held

(dql) Mongolia and Russia held the inaugural Meeting

of the Joint Commission on Inter-Parliamentary

Cooperation on September 25.  

Opening the meeting, Chairman of the Mongolian

Parliament Zandanshatar Gombojav affirmed this

country’s commitment to further developing friendly

relations and cooperation with “its eternal neighbor”

Russia.  

Chaired by Chairman of the Mongolian Inter-

Parliamentary Joint Commission Munkhbaatar and his

Russian counterpart Alexey Vasilievich Gordeyev, the

meeting provided a platform to exchange views and

information on cooperating in the fields of economy,

oil, energy, environment, road transport, education,

agriculture, and tourism. 

Both sides also agreed to continue talks and

negotiations on the stable supply, and fuel price, as

well as to remove barriers of exports of Mongolian

wool, cashmere, leather, and meat products to Russia

under tax-free and tax-reduced conditions.

[Montsame] 

North Korea-US: US Army Private returns

from North Korea, undergoing medical

evaluations

(tms) US Army Private Travis King, who had been

detained in North Korea for over two months after

crossing the border unexpectedly, arrived at a US

military hospital in Texas for medical assessments,

including mental health evaluation, following his

expulsion from North Korea. 
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The Pentagon keeps King's North Korean captivity

details undisclosed, plans medical assessments,

reintegration program. 

North Korea seemed to treat King's case as illegal

immigration, with its state news agency reporting that

King claimed to have entered North Korea illegally due

to disillusionment with inequality in the US.  

The Swedish government, representing US interests in

North Korea, facilitated King's return from North Korea

to China, where he was met by the US ambassador

before his journey back to the United States. The US

Army refrains from designating King as a deserter,

though facing assault allegations and pending

disciplinary action. 

King's return, facilitated by US and China's

cooperation, doesn't guarantee a revival of US-North

Korea nuclear diplomacy. Simultaneously, North Korea

strengthens its nuclear stance with a constitutional

amendment and a vow to boost nuclear weapon

production in response to perceived US provocations. 

In July, King, who had recently completed military

detention in South Korea, left the airport and entered

North Korea during a tour of the border area, despite

efforts by South Korean and US guards to prevent him

[see AiR No. 30, July/2023, 4]. [Reuters 1] [Reuters 2] 

North Korea-South Korea: Pyongyang

urged to respond to family reunion talks

offer

(tms) South Korea's Unification Minister Kim Yung-ho

made a strong appeal to North Korea, calling on them

to respond to Seoul’s proposal for talks regarding the

issue of families separated by the 1950-53 Korean

War.  

This call came during a ceremony commemorating

Separated Families Day, a day designated by South

Korea earlier this year to raise awareness of the

separated families' predicament. 

Despite South Korea’s September 2022 proposal for

family reunion talks, North Korea’s silence and

communication cutoff amid missile and nuclear

tensions persist.  

Kim underscored the urgency, given most separated

family members are elderly, expressing their longing

for reunification before time runs out. 
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Both Koreas held 13 reunions since 2000, reuniting

20,000 separated family members, often timed with

holidays like Chuseok, but the last one was in 2018. 

As of now, around 133,700 individuals in South Korea

have applied for family reunions, but regrettably, over

93,000 of them have already passed away. The heavily

fortified inter-Korean border remains sealed, with rare

government approvals for cross-border visits. 

[Yonhap] 

China-Philippines tensions spike at

Scarborough Shoal

(lb/lm) A series of recent incidents has indicated that

the Philippines wants to ensure its sovereignty in the

Scarborough Shoal, despite China’s attempts to

stonewall Manila from enforcing its sovereign rights.  

On October 4, three Filipino fishermen lost their lives

after their boat was reportedly "rammed" by a foreign

commercial vessel in the South China Sea. The incident

occurred in waters officially designated by the

Philippines as the West Philippine Sea, approximately

160 kilometers northwest of the disputed Scarborough

Shoal. The boat capsized due to the collision, resulting

in the deaths of the boat's captain and two other crew

members. Eleven other crew members survived. The

incident is currently under investigation, and President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has vowed to hold those

responsible accountable. [Deutsche Welle]

A week earlier, on September 25, the Philippine Coast

Guard (PCG) removed a 300-meter floating barrier

installed by the Chinese Coast Guard (CCG) in the

southeastern area of the Scarborough Shoal, also

known as Bajo de Masinloc (Under Masinloc in

Spanish) and Panatag Shoal (Serene Shoal in Tagalog)

in the Philippines. [CNN]

The Chinese coastguard two days later disputed the

Philippine version of the events, saying the Chinese

side had retrieved the barrier after deploying it a day

earlier when a Philippine vessel "illegally" entered the

area. [Reuters]

The same day, Vice Admiral Alberto Carlos, who heads

the Philippine’s Western Command in charge of

overseeing the South China Sea, told journalists that

Filipino forces would dismantle any floating barrier

China's coast guard may install in the disputed South

China Sea. He also shared his concerns that the

Chinese coast guard might also install a similar floating

barrier at the entrance to Second Thomas Shoal, which
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is occupied by a small Philippine navy contingent on a

long-grounded warship but has been surrounded by

Chinese coast guard ships. [Manila Times]

Indonesia assures Philippines of

continuous coal supply

(lb) Indonesia has assured the Philippines of a

continuous supply of coal for its power plants,

according to Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla. 

Approximately 80 percent of the Philippines' coal

supply, used for both power generation and non-

power purposes, is sourced from abroad, with 98

percent coming from Indonesia. But Jakarta had

imposed a coal export ban in early 2022 to protect its

domestic market due to a two-tiered pricing system

that favored international sales. 

Discussions between the two countries also explored

potential cooperation in case of coal supply constraints

for members of the Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-

Malaysia-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-

EAGA). 

Additionally, a pilot project called the Brunei

Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines

(BIMP) Power Integration Project (PIP) is being initiated

to study cross-border power trade between these

nations, contributing to energy security and economic

prosperity through interconnectivity. A working group

will be established to assess the project's potential and

address various technical, policy, regulatory, legal,

commercial, and capacity-building aspects related to

cross-border multilateral power trading. [Manila

Standard]

United States to 'invoke' defense pact in

attack on Philippines

(lb) In a congressional hearing in Washington, a U.S.

official affirmed that the United States would invoke its

Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT) with the Philippines in

the event of an armed attack on the Philippines' assets,

including those of the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), in

the South China Sea. The official, Lindsey Ford, Deputy

Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Defense Department,

emphasized the commitment of the U.S. to its treaty. 
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Philippines gets USD 450 million for

disaster response from United States

(lb) The United States will allocate approximately USD 8

million in additional funding to support disaster

preparedness and response efforts in vulnerable

communities in the Philippines. The funding will be

managed by the US Agency for International

Development (USAid) and will focus on enhancing

typhoon preparedness and building resilient livelihood

strategies in the Bicol, Caraga, and Eastern Visayas

regions. [Manila Times]

Pakistan announces big crackdown on

illegal migrants, including 1.7 million

Afghans

(tj) Pakistan's government has announced a major

crackdown on undocumented migrants in the country,

which is set to begin next month. The government also

plans to confiscate the property and assets of

undocumented migrants and establish a special

hotline for the public to report such individuals in

exchange for rewards.

The country's caretaker Interior Minister, Sarfraz Bugti,

stated that migrants who entered Pakistan illegally

should voluntarily return to their countries of origin

before the end of October to avoid mass arrests and

forced deportations. He also emphasized that the

crackdown was not specifically aimed at Afghans but

would apply to all nationalities. However, the vast

majority of unregistered migrants – an estimated 1.7

million – are of Afghan origin.

Notably, the crackdown comes amid strained relations

between Pakistan and neighboring Afghanistan, with

Pakistan accusing Taliban-allied militants of conducting

attacks on its soil and finding shelter across the shared

border. While Pakistani authorities have previously

arrested and deported undocumented Afghans, this

marks the first time the government has announced

such a major crackdown on illegal immigration.

This change in immigration policy comes during a

caretaker government, which typically bridges the gap

between the end of one five-year National Assembly

term and elections. The caretaker Prime Minister,

Anwaarul-Haq-Kakar, came to power in August and is

expected to govern until elections scheduled for the

end of January.
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The government's decision has raised concerns about

the practicality of implementing such a crackdown,

given the large number of undocumented migrants,

and has prompted criticism from Afghan officials. The

Afghan Embassy in Islamabad reported that Pakistani

counter-terror police had arrested about 1,000 Afghan

refugees in the past two weeks, with roughly half of

them having travel or immigration documents. The

embassy urged Pakistan to halt such operations, citing

their negative impact on the relationship between the

two countries. [The Express Tribune] [Associated Press]

Pakistan receives first shipment of

Russian LPG

(mha) Pakistan has received its first shipment of

liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) from Russia, marking a

significant development in their energy partnership.

This LPG shipment follows Pakistan's receipt of its first-

ever delivery of Russian crude oil earlier in June, under

an agreement between the two nations. The LPG

delivery amounted to 100,000 metric tons and was

transported through Iran's Sarakhs Special Economic

Zone. [DAWN]

Pakistan had previously disclosed that it conducted

transactions for Russian crude oil in Chinese currency,

although the specific value of the deal remained

undisclosed. Given that energy imports constitute a

substantial portion of Pakistan's external payments,

discounted energy imports from Russia offer some

respite as the country grapples with an economic crisis

and acute balance of payments challenges, which

could potentially lead to a default on its external debt

obligations.

Russia has indicated that discussions are ongoing

regarding the possibility of a second shipment,

although the precise details concerning Iran's

involvement and the pricing of the LPG have not been

made public. Pakistan's plans include importing

approximately 20 percent of its crude oil from Russia

at discounted rates to meet its increasing energy

demand, further strengthening the energy ties

between the two nations. [Reuters]

Singapore: Saudi trade delegation

concludes three-day visit to Singapore

(lb) A Saudi delegation, led by Minister of Commerce

Majid Al-Qasabi, recently concluded a three-day visit to
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Singapore with the aim of strengthening trade and

economic ties between the two nations. The delegation

engaged in several ministerial meetings with

Singaporean counterparts, including discussions with

ministers responsible for education, trade and

industry, manpower, and social and family

development. [Arab News]

The delegation, consisting of 36 officials, also visited

key Singaporean facilities, including the Asia

Competitiveness Institute and Tuas Port, to explore

opportunities for collaboration in the services sector.

Additionally, they participated in the Saudi-Singapore

Business Forum. 

During the visit, Minister Al-Qasabi met with female

leaders engaged in the Women Future Leaders

Program for the Logistics Sector, gaining insights into

the training program's goals and outcomes. The

program, in collaboration with the Singapore Supply

Chain and Logistics Academy, aims to empower

leaders within the logistics sector and is sponsored by

the National Industrial Development and Logistics

Program.  

Singapore-Germany Discussion:

Navigating Technological Disruption and

Supply Chain Resilience

(lb) A recent discussion involving Singapore’s Foreign

Affairs Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, President of the

Singaporean-German Chamber of Industry and

Commerce (SGC) Shirley Qi, and various

representatives of German businesses focused on the

role Singapore can play in supporting German

businesses looking to diversify their markets and

supply chains. [MOF Singapore]

Minister Balakrishnan highlighted the strengths of the

German economy, its manufacturing capabilities, and

the importance of its "Mittelstand" companies with

long-term horizons for value creation. He emphasized

the potential for German companies to explore the

Southeast Asian market, highlighting Singapore as a

hub for launching into the region. 

Minister Balakrishnan also discussed the disruptive

impact of technology, particularly artificial intelligence

(AI), on various sectors and emphasized the

importance of staying alert and adapting to these

transformations. He addressed questions related to AI,

its impact on jobs, politics, and international security. 
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Regarding free trade agreements (FTAs), he mentioned

that Singapore already has FTAs covering 90 percent of

its trade and emphasized the need for countries to

consider domestic factors, supply chain resilience, and

geopolitical rivalry when pursuing FTAs. He also

acknowledged the evolving geopolitical landscape and

the potential for an EU-ASEAN FTA. 

Singapore and India’s bilateral maritime

exercise concludes

(lb) The 30th edition of the Singapore India Maritime

Bilateral Exercise (SIMBEX) has concluded, reinforcing

the robust maritime partnership between India and

Singapore. The exercise featured the participation of

Indian Naval Ships Ranvijay, Kavaratti, submarine

Sindhukesari, and a long-range Maritime Patrol Aircraft

P8I. 

 SIMBEX, which began in 1994, included a wide range

of activities such as professional interactions, Subject

Matter Expert Exchanges, aviation and firefighting

exercises, and the signing of a crucial Joint Standard

Operating Procedure on Submarine Rescue. Beyond

military exercises, the engagement involved sports

exchanges, cross-deck visits, and interactions with

schoolchildren and personnel from the Indian High

Commission. The Sea Phase of SIMBEX 23 comprised

complex maritime security exercises, including anti-

submarine warfare, air and surface defense

maneuvers, tactical exercises, and live weapon firings.

The exercise's successful conclusion highlighted the

strong friendship and interoperability between India

and Singapore, emphasizing their commitment to

maritime domain security and stability. [ANI]

South Korea-US: Joint anti-terrorism drill

near inter-Korean border conducted

(tms) South Korean and US military forces conducted a

collaborative anti-terrorism exercise near the inter-

Korean border, involving approximately 80 military

police personnel from South Korea's 6th Infantry

Division and the US Eighth Army.  

The exercise occurred at the Rodriguez Training Center

in Pocheon, located about 30 kilometers south of the

Demilitarized Zone dividing North and South Korea.  

The training encompassed various scenarios, including

building searches, hostage rescues, and counter-
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terrorism operations. Its primary objective was to

enhance the troops' capabilities in urban anti-

terrorism operations, with a particular emphasis on

close quarters combat training.  

The joint exercise aimed to strengthen operational

readiness and foster cooperation between South

Korean and US military personnel in combating

potential security threats. [Yonhap] 

South Korea-France:  Busan's bid for 2030

World Expo campaign 

(tms) South Korea's Foreign Minister, Park Jin, visited

France to campaign for Busan's bid to host the 2030

World Expo.  

During the two-day visit, Park met with Dimitri

Kerkentzes, the Secretary General of the Bureau

International des Expositions (BIE), which oversees the

World Expo.  

Park emphasized Busan's suitability as a host city for

discussions on global issues like climate change and

digital transformation. She also engaged with

ambassadors from seven BIE member countries,

highlighting Busan's potential as a platform for

addressing global challenges.  

The BIE is set to announce the 2030 World Expo host

city in late November, with Busan, Riyadh, and Rome

as current candidates. [Yonhap] 

South Korea-Qatar: Energy and

shipbuilding cooperation explored

(tms) South Korean Industry Minister Bang Moon-kyu

and Qatar's Minister of State for Energy Affairs Saad

Sherida Al-Kaabi met in Seoul to discuss ways to

strengthen bilateral cooperation in the energy and

shipbuilding sectors.  

They explored opportunities for investment and

technology exchanges in renewable energy, hydrogen

production, and other energy fields.  

South Korea and Qatar, both major players in the

liquefied natural gas (LNG) trade, aim to deepen their

partnership in various energy resources and related

industries.  
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Bang sought Qatar's support for South Korean

companies participating in energy plant construction

projects and LNG carrier contracts. Qatar is South

Korea's second-largest LNG supplier, accounting for

20% of its imports. [Yonhap] 

Sri Lankan opposition leader informs US

ambassador of struggles the nation’s

citizens face 

(lf) Sri Lanka’s primary opposition leader Sajith

Premadasa spoke with the United States’ Ambassador

to the nation, Julie Chung, on October 2. Premadasa

raised the status of Sri Lanka’s economic policies with

Chung with a statement released by the opposition

leader asserting the nation’s citizens were undergoing

“various sufferings” as a result of the government’s

finances policy.

Chung, who in her position remains neutral on

domestic matters, sympathized with the plight of Sri

Lankan citizens without backing the opposition leader’s

attack on the incumbent President. They instead

discussed strategies and key areas where Sri Lanka

and the United States can collaborate to rebuild the

nation’s economic structure. 

Premadasa also briefed Ms. Chung on the ongoing

postponement of local provincial elections, which have

caused tension in Tamil communities on the island’s

North and North-East. Whilst the nation continues its

discussions on implementing the proposed 13th

constitutional amendment to create a federal system

of politics, the prospect of elections becoming more

meaningful presents itself, although the current halt in

talks also signals further delays on the vote taking

place. [Daily Mirror]

Taiwan-Slovakia: Agreement on

semiconductor cooperation signed

(dql) Taiwan and Slovakia are set to deepen

semiconductor cooperation.  

On September 28, Taiwan representative to Slovakia

David Lee and Oliver Moravcik, rector of the Slovak

University of Technology in Bratislava (STUBA), and

Vladimir Cambel, director of the Slovak Academy of

Science (SAS) Institute of Electrical Engineering, signed

an agreement under which experts from both sides

will exchange on technology and cooperate on
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technology development, with Taipei to provide its

semiconductor experience to assist Slovakia in build its

semiconductor capabilities. [Focus Taiwan] 

Taiwan-India: MoU on migration and

mobility to be signed soon

(dql) Taiwan and India are said to sign a memorandum

of understanding on migration and mobility as early as

next month. 

The agreement seeks to help Taiwan tackle the issue of

labor shortage in the manufacturing, construction,

fishery, agriculture, and other sectors.  

It is line with efforts of the Taiwanese government to

hire more Indian workers.  

Last month, Manharsinh Yadav, the new India Taipei

Association director-general, stated in a meeting with

Taiwanese Premier Chen Chien-jen that Taiwan and

India are currently negotiating MOUs in labor and

traditional medicine. [Taiwan News] 

Taiwan-Guatemala: Meeting between

President Tsai and Defense Minister

Chigua

(dql) On September 27, Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-

wen held a meeting with Guatemala’s Defense Minister

General Henry Reyes Chigua in Taipei.  

Both sides reaffirmed “deep friendship and very close

ties,” between Taiwan and Guatemala, with Tsai

stressing the importance of military exchanges. [Office

of the President, Taiwan] [Taiwan News] 

Meanwhile, Taiwanese Foreign Minister Jaushieh

Joseph Wu held bilateral talks with his Guatemalan

counterpart Mario Adolfo Búcaro to discuss ways to

deepen bilateral ties and cooperation.  

Wu reaffirmed Taiwan’s continued efforts to support

Guatemala in spurring its national development and

enhance the people’s welfare.  

Búcaro, for his part, expressed his hope for an

expansion of investments from Taiwanese businesses

in his country and an opening-up of the Taiwanese

market for Guatemalan products. [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Taiwan]  
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Guatemala belongs to Taiwan’s 13 official diplomatic

allies, and one of only two countries in Central

America.  

Thailand, United Arab Emirates discuss

trade pact

(ak) UAE’s Minister of State for Foreign Trade Thani bin

Ahmed Al Zeyoudi and Commerce Minister Phumtham

Wechayachai discussed the advancing bilateral free

trade agreement (FTA) negotiations. The negotiations

have completed at 80% including different sector

includes such as food, air conditioners, auto parts, and

certain agricultural products. [Bangkok Post] 

Thai Prime Minister visits Cambodia to

improve bilateral relations

(ak) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin and Minister of

Finance Arkhom Termpittayapaisith visits Cambodia as

the first ASEAN country. Both sides agree this is the

new era of the relationship between Thai and

Cambodia which Prime Minister Srettha and Prime

Minister of Cambodia Hun Manet have participated in

the symbolic handover ceremony of the first center to

receive victims of human trafficking and at-risk groups

in Poipet, Banteay Meanchey Province, Cambodia.

[BBC Thai] 

Prime Minister Srettha concluded the trip with a

meeting with Cambodia’s former premier Hun Sen in

Phnomh Penh. The meeting between the two countries

went well and showed a great opportunity for the two

countries to move forward together. [The Nation] 

Thailand partners with Hong Kong to

combat transnational human trafficking

(ws) Thai police are actively pursuing enhanced

collaboration with their counterparts in Hong Kong to

combat transnational human trafficking networks. 

Representing the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Division

(ATPD) of Thailand, Police Colonel Marut

Kanchanakanthakul participated in an anti-human

trafficking conference held in the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region from September 20 to 22. The

discussions at this event focused on strengthening

cooperation in the fight against human trafficking,
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particularly in response to cases where Thai women

were lured and coerced into engaging in prostitution in

Hong Kong. 

As an initial outcome of the meeting, both sides

reached an agreement to work together more closely,

aiming to enhance the effectiveness of their joint

efforts in combating human trafficking. [Bangkok Post] 

Timor-Leste President Ramos-Horta on

China

(ic) Timor-Leste President José Ramos-Horta has been

under the spotlight recently for defending his country’s

newly upgraded bilateral ties with China, accusing

Australian media of conjuring “imagined Chinese

ghosts”. [see AiR No. 39, September/2023, 4] [The

Guardian 1] 

In interviews with the Guardian and Reuters, Ramos-

Horta fought against allegations that security was a

component of the upgraded ties. [Reuters] [The

Guardian 2] This has been in response to Australian

media which has begun warning the public of the

danger of this strategic partnership. [Australia

Financial Review] [Sky News]  

In an interview with Nikkei, he would further elaborate

by stating that China and the West, while natural

strategic rivals, should engage in partnership and

should not view each other as a strategic threat.

[Nikkei Asian Review] 

Vietnam-China: Vietnam foreign minister

met with China assistant foreign minister

for bilateral cooperation

(km) Minister of Foreign Affairs Bùi Thanh Sơn hosted a

reception for Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister and

Secretary General of the Steering Committee for China

– Việt Nam Bilateral Cooperation Nong Rong in Hà

Nội on September 28. 

Việt Nam's foreign policy prioritizes developing friendly

neighborly relations and a comprehensive strategic

cooperative partnership with China. The minister

expects bilateral relations to enter a new stage of

development after 15 years of the partnership. He

hopes for high-level common perceptions, increased

strategic exchanges, and specific progress in

cooperation fields. The minister urges the two sides to
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prepare for high-level contact activities, make progress

in areas like trade, investment, transport, railway

construction, and projects using Chinese aid, and

coordinate to handle obstacles in collaborative

projects. The Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister also

affirmed the strong relationship between the two

countries, with high-level exchanges and contacts

taking place regularly since Party General Secretary

Nguyễn Phú Trọng's visit in October 2022. China is

willing to work with Việt Nam to increase high-level

contacts and promote cooperation documents. The

two sides emphasize the importance of implementing

agreements and common perceptions to maintain

peace and stability at sea. [vietnamnews.vn]

Vietnam propose Bulgaria to be bridge for

EU relation

(km) On the morning of September 25, Speaker of the

National Assembly (NA) Vuong Dinh Hue met with

Bulgarian President Rumen Radev during an official

visit to Bulgaria. The National Assembly President

thanked Bulgaria for actively supporting the signing

and ratification of the EU-Vietnam Free Trade

Agreement (EVFTA) and especially the Bulgarian

National Assembly which has just ratified the EU-

Vietnam Investment Protection Agreement (EVIPA).

Bulgarian President Rumen Radev said he personally

pushed closely for EVIPA ratification and signed the

order announcing EVIPA ratification on the morning of

September 25. 

In the afternoon of the same day, at the Bulgarian

Prime Minister's Palace in Sofia, Speaker of the

National Assembly Vuong Dinh Hue met with Bulgarian

Prime Minister Nikolai Denkov. The two sides agreed to

renew traditional cooperation fields such as

agriculture, food processing, pharmaceuticals, etc.,

while opening up potential new areas of cooperation

such as green transformation, digital transformation,

artificial intelligence, equitable energy transition, etc.

The two sides agreed to soon conduct a meeting of 24

Vietnam-Bulgaria Intergovernmental Committees in

2023 to review and agree on specific measures to

promote economic, trade and investment cooperation

between the two countries. [thanhnien.vn]

Then NA Chairman visited Sofia National University of

International Economics and gave a policy speech. He

emphasized the historical friendship between Vietnam

and Bulgaria and the importance of peace,

cooperation, and development in the world. He

highlighted the role of the Central Eastern Europe

region in Vietnam's foreign policy, promoting
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traditional friendship and cooperation with countries

like Bulgaria. He also emphasized the importance of

peaceful dispute settlement based on international law

in the face of increasing strategic competition between

major countries. 

National Assembly Chairman Vuong Dinh Hue

proposed promoting contacts and exchanges of

delegations at all levels and urged ministries to

continue implementing existing cooperation

mechanisms. Vietnam expects Bulgaria to serve as a

bridge to promote Vietnam's relations with the EU and

strengthen cooperation with ASEAN. Vietnam and

Bulgaria are aiming to expand economic, investment,

and trade cooperation to become pillars in bilateral

relations. They plan to implement agreements within

the Vietnam-Bulgaria Intergovernmental Committee on

Economic Cooperation to remove obstacles and create

breakthroughs in investment and trade. They also aim

to connect digital transformation and innovation,

accelerate regional and global economic cooperation,

and promote effective cooperation in traditional fields

like education, training, culture, and labor.

[thanhnien.vn]

Vietnam, Brazil sign cooperation

agreements

(km) Brazilian President Lula da Silva and Vietnamese

Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh held talks in Brasilia,

where they signed cooperation documents in

diplomacy, defense, education, and agriculture. The

talks were open and productive, with Chinh expressing

gratitude for Brazil's support for Vietnam's national

liberation and reunification efforts. The talks were

attended by the press and the Vietnamese

government. 

The Vietnam-Brazil Comprehensive Partnership has

seen positive development, with high-level contacts

and delegation exchanges. The two leaders agreed to

hold the 3rd session of the Joint Committee on

Economic and Trade Cooperation to improve

cooperation. Vietnam requested Brazil to recognize its

market economy status and support negotiations on

the Vietnam-MERCOSUR Free Trade Agreement. Both

leaders agreed on the importance of international

solidarity and multilateralism in global challenges and

the peaceful resolution of disputes based on UN

Charter and international law. 

The two leaders witnessed the signing ceremony of

four documents: the Agreement on Education

Cooperation between the Government of Vietnam and

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-jui/


the Government of Brazil; Memorandum of

Understanding between the Ministry of Defense of

Vietnam and the Brazilian Ministry of Defense; The

action plan for the period 2024 - 2026 implements the

Memorandum of Understanding on agricultural

cooperation between MARD and the Brazilian Ministry

of Agriculture and Livestock; Plan of cooperation for

the period of 2024 - 2025 between the Diplomatic

Academy of Vietnam, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

Vietnam and Rio Branco Academy, Ministry of Foreign

Affairs of Brazil. [thanhnien.vn]

Vietnam, Mexico strengthen relations

(lm) A delegation from the Vietnamese National

Assembly, led by Vice Chairman Tran Quang Phuong,

visited Mexico from September 28 to 30. During the

visit, Phuong held talks with various Mexican officials,

including First Vice President of the Senate Sergio

Pérez Flores and President of the Foreign Affairs

Commission Cora Cecilia Pinedo Alonso, among others.

[VietnamPlus]

Phuong discussed Vietnam's socio-economic

development and expressed the hope of promoting

friendship and cooperation between the two countries'

legislative bodies. He also hoped that the relationship

between Vietnam and Mexico would become deeper

and more comprehensive, emphasizing Mexico's

importance as a partner in the American region. 

Mexican leaders expressed their appreciation for the

visit and affirmed their commitment to strengthening

ties with Vietnam, especially in economic, trade, and

investment cooperation. Both sides agreed on the

need to promote bilateral cooperation and take

advantage of the CPTPP Agreement to enhance

economic relations. 

Vietnamese Prime Minister urges stronger

ties with Germany’s Lower Saxony state

(lm) Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh and

visiting Minister-President of Germany's Lower Saxony

state, Stephan Weil, discussed potential areas of

cooperation between Vietnam and Germany,

emphasizing trade-investment, climate change

response, renewable energy, vocational training, and

tourism. Prime Minister Chinh expressed his desire for

an enhanced strategic partnership with Germany and

Lower Saxony, highlighting that Germany is Vietnam's

leading economic partner in the EU. [VietnamPlus]
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The two leaders also discussed increasing cooperation

in politics and diplomacy, seeking support for the

ratification of the EU-Vietnam Investment Protection

Agreement (EVIPA), and addressing the "yellow card"

warning against Vietnamese seafood by the European

Commission. Trade between Vietnam and Lower

Saxony reached USD 1.46 billion last year. 

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

5 October 2023 @ 9:30 a.m. – 5.30 p.m. (GMT-4),

Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS),

USA

China's Power: Up for Debate 2023

At this webcast, experts will discuss factors and issues

that underpin China's power. Among the experts will

be Dr. Ely Ratner, assistant secretary of defense for

Indo-Pacific Security Affairs at the US Department of

Defense. 

Visit [CSIS] for more information.   

5 October 2023 @ 10.00 – 11.30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS

– Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore

Dealing with China’s Gray-Zone Strategy in

the South China Sea

This online workshop will explore the situation of

Chinese culture in Southeast Asia at the moment,

including its languages, literature, music, and

performing arts, as well as its regional characteristics,
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position in both Chinese and non-Chinese local society,

problems, and hopes for the future. 

Learn more event details can be found at [ISEAS].  

5 October 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Hydrogen as a long-haul trucking solution

The use of hydrogen in US long-haul trucking will be

discussed at this event. Experts will cover important

long-haul trucking prospects and concerns, including

the Inflation Reduction Act, infrastructure, and

equipment. 

For more information, see [Atlantic Council]. 

5 October 2023 @ 3:00– 4:00 p.m. (GMT-5), The

Brookings Institution, USA

Yemen’s civil war: A historical look

This hybrid event will feature “America and the

Yemens: A Complex and Tragic Encounter,” the latest

book of Brookings Nonresident Senior Fellow Bruce

Riedel who places America’s involvement in the bloody

civil war in Yemen in the context of the history of U.S.

relations with the political entities that have comprised

Yemen, north and south. The event will also address

lessons that may be learned from the past in order to

lessen current humanitarian suffering. 

Learn more about the event at [Brookings]. 

5 October 2023 @ 3:30 – 6.30 p.m. (GMT-4), The Asia

Society (San Francisco), USA

Unleashing the Power of Biotech in the

Bay Area and Asia: Exploring Possibilities,

Collaboration, and Risks

The future of biotechnology and the impact of the Bay

Area and Asia will be discussed at this session. The

speakers will discuss how nations may work together

to lengthen life, enhance healthcare, and what

potential concerns the rapid acceleration of

biotechnology research may bring.

Visit [The Asia Society] for more information.   
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6 October 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. – 12.00 p.m. (GMT-5),

The Heritage Foundation, USA 

The Trump Indictments: Is the Justice

System Rigged?

Many people now think that the federal government’s

law enforcement agencies, some state prosecutors,

and the Department of Justice are running a corrupt

justice system, with the indictments against former

President Donald Trump being the latest and most

prominent reflection, in addition to the sluggish

handling of the Hunter Biden case, the 2020 summer

riots, the destruction of crisis pregnancy clinics, the

persecution of pro-life protesters, and the concerns

raised by parents at school board meetings.  

Visit [Heritage] for more information.   

9 October 2023 @ 9:00. – 10:15 a.m. (GMT+1),

Netherlands Institute of International Relations

Clingendael, The Netherlands 

De-Risking Responsibly: How to come to

better Public-Private Cooperation on

Economic Security?

The core of the EU's new economic security strategy is

"de-risking." Governments of the G7 and Europe,

especially those of Germany, Finland, and the

Netherlands, place a high priority on the need to

identify and minimize undesirable economic ties. This

online panel will discuss the role public-private

cooperation can play therein.

For more information, visit [Clingendael].  

10 October 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m. (GMT-4),

The Asia Society (Northern California), USA

Virtual Executive Roundtable on The

Global Trade Paradigm

At this online roundtable experts will discuss

geopolitics, economics, technology, and how the

dynamics of global trade are redefining the

international trading system. 

Visit [The Asia Society] for more information.   
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10 October 2023 @ 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. (GMT+1), Bruegel

Institution, Belgium

Digital empires: The global battle to

regulate technology

This online session will discuss the competition

between the US, China and the European Union for

global dominance in digital technology.   

Learn more about the event at [Bruegel]. 

10 October 2023 @ 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. (GMT+10),

Australian Institute of International

Affairs, Australia

Russia and the Ukraine War

The situation in Russia will be the main topic of

discussion. It will examine the impact that sanctions

have had on the population and economy, as well as

the political climate following the crackdown on

opposition that has taken place as a result of the war.

Learn more about the event at [AIIA]. 

10 October 2023 @ 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. (GMT+10),

Australian Institute of International Affairs

(AIIA), Austalia

Young Professionals – Constitutional

Recognition of Indigenous Peoples in Latin

America

In Latin America, the process of recognizing Indigenous

peoples constitutionally has been continuing and has

changed over time. Despite the fact that different

countries in the region have different specific laws and

policies, many of them have worked to recognize and

safeguard the rights and cultural identities of their

indigenous communities. At this online panel experts

will delve into the challenges, progress, opportunities

and lessons from the Latin American experience. 

Learn more about the event at [AIIA]. 
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10 October 2023 @ 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. (GMT+10),

Australian Institute of International Affairs

(AIIA), Australia

Youth Leadership for Peace and Security:

A Global and Regional Perspective

This session looks at how institutions around the world

have started to take young people seriously before

emphasizing some of the main opportunities and

difficulties that have arisen with the agenda and

suggesting new directions for the area.

Learn more about the event at [AIIA]. 

11 October 2023 @ 9:00– 11:40 a.m. (GMT-5), The

Brookings Institution, USA

One year later: The Inflation Reduction

Act and climate progress

This hybrid event will discuss in first panel the

domestic effects of the Inflation Reduction Act on the

American economy, clean energy, employment, and

equity. The second panel will discuss the IRA’s

worldwide ramifications, including as its effect on

international trade, markets, and climate ambition. 

Learn more about the event at [Brookings]. 

11 October 2023 @ 9:30 – 10.30 a.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS), USA 

U.S. EIA's International Energy Outlook

2023

Long-term predictions of the global energy supply and

demand provided in the International Energy Outlook

2023 of the Biden administration will at the center of

this panel discussion.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.   

11 October 2023 @ 10:00 – 11.00 a.m. (GMT-4),

Center for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS),

USA 

Chinese Assessments of De-risking
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Considering that the G7 and the Biden administration

both use the term "de-risking" to characterize their

trade and investment strategies with China. How is

Beijing evaluating the effects of de-risking measures by

the United States and its allies on China's technological

and economic development? What alternatives could

Beijing take to restrict the application and adverse

effects of these strategies? Find answers to these

questions at the event.

Visit [CSIS] for more information.   

11 October 2023 @ 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 p.m. (GMT-5),

Wilson Center, USA 

The Arms of the Future | Book Launch

with Dr. Jack Watling

The online event will feature the launch of “Arms of the

Future,” that examines how the development of

cutting-edge weaponry is influencing combat dangers

and opportunities.

For more information, visit [Wilson Center].  

11 October 2023 @ 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. (GMT+10),

Australian Institute of International Affairs (AIIA),

Australia 

Russia’s War Against Ukraine: The Whole

Story

This hybrid event will feature a discussion of “Russia’s

War Against Ukraine – the Whole Story,” the latest

book Professor Mark Edele, a leading expert on the

history of the Soviet Union, that explains why and how

this conflict came about.

Learn more about the event at [AIIA]. 

Recent and upcoming book releases

Bleddyn E. Bowen, Original Sin: Power, Technology

and War in Outer Space, Oxford University Press, 256

pages, published February 1, 2023, reviewed in [The

Space Review].

Nile Green, How Asia Found Herself: A Story of

Intercultural Understanding, Yale University Press, 472

pages, published November 29, 2022. For an interview
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podcast with the author, see [New Books Network]. For

a review, visit [Los Angeles Review of Books].

Christoph Baumer, History of the Caucasus: Volume

2: In the Shadow of Great Powers, I.B. Tauris, 384

pages to be released October 5, 2023. The book is

reviewed in [Asian Review of Books].

Douglas Ober, Dust on the Throne: The Search for

Buddhism in Modern India, Navayana, 392 pages,

published March 22, 2023, with a review in [Los

Angeles Review of Books].

Leigh A. Gardner, Sovereignty without Power: Liberia

in the Age of Empires, 1822-1980, Cambridge

University Press, 320 pages, published November 3,

2022, reviewed in [LSE].

Brook Manville, and Josiah Ober, The Civic Bargain:

How Democracy Survives, Princeton University Press,

312 pages, published September 19, 2023. To read a

review, visit [Foreign Affairs].

Ross Beveridge, and Philippe Koch, How Cities Can

Transform Democracy, Polity, 200 pages, published

October 2022. For a review, see [LSE].

Theresa May, The Abuse of Power: Confronting

Injustice in Public Life, Headline, 352 pages, published

September 14, 2023, reviewed in [The Guardian].

Calls

The Law & Society Association (LSA) invites paper

proposals for its 2024 Annual Meeting themed

“Unsettling Territories: Tradition and Revolution in

Law and Society,” to be held on June 6-9, 2024. The

deadline for abstract submission is October 24, 2023.

For more information, see [Law & Society Association].

The international Race and Rights Lab invites paper

proposals for its online workshop “Race and

International Relations,” to be held on May 24, 2024.

The deadline for abstract submission is January 22,

2024. For more information, see [Race and Rights].

The Association for Philosophy and Literature and

Gettysburg College invites paper proposals for the

conference Borders/Freedom/Civility,” to be held June

12-15, 2024. The deadline for abstract submission is

December 21, 2023. For more information, see

[Association for Philosophy and Literature].
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Jobs and Positions

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Consultant to be based in Ukraine

and Remote Work. Applications are accepted until

October 11, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Research and Reporting Analyst to

be based in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Applications are

accepted until October 12, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Project Officer to be based in Libya.

Applications are accepted until October 12, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Project Manager to be based in Kuala

Lumpur, Malaysia. Applications are accepted until

October 12, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Junior Programme Management

Analyst to be based in Paris, France. Applications are

accepted until October 12, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Human

Resources Officer to be based in Dushanbe,

Tajikistan. Applications are accepted until October 9,

2023. More information is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Associate to be based in Dushanbe,

Tajikistan. Applications are accepted until October 10,

2023. More information is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks an IT

Solutions Associate to be based in Lilongwe, Malawi.

Applications are accepted until October 10, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Policy Officer to be based in Laos.

Applications are accepted until October 9, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Conflict

Sensitivity Officer to be based in not specified.

Applications are accepted until November 6, 2023.

More information is provided as [WFP]. 
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The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Consultant, to be based in New York, United States.

Applications are accepted until October 14, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Nutrition Specialist, to be based in Patna, India.

Applications are accepted until October 12, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Regional Adviser Child Protection, to be based in

Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted until October

13, 2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Nutrition Officer, to be based in Sri Lanka.

Applications are accepted until October 12, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Food System Officer, to be based in Panama City,

Panama. Applications are accepted until October 11,

2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an an

External Relations Officer, to be based in Brussels,

Belgium. Applications are accepted until October 19,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a Field

Manager, to be based in Kassala, Sudan. Applications

are accepted until October 19, 2023. More information

is provided as [WHO]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

Administrative Assistant, to be based in Lyon,

France. Applications are accepted until October 20,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a Sub-

National Health Cluster Coordinator, to be based in

Odessa, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until

October 11, 2023. More information is provided as

[WHO]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Logistics Assistant, to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until October 11, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Finance and Budget Officer to be based in New York,

United States. Applications are accepted until October

22, 2023. More information is provided as [UN]. 
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The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Engineer to be based in not specified. Applications are

accepted until October 26, 2023. More information is

provided as [UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Intern to be based in Washington DC, United States.

Applications are accepted until October 19, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Engineer Assistant to be based in Jerusalem, Israel.

Applications are accepted until October 26, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Human Resource Assistant to be based in Dakar,

Senegal. Applications are accepted until October 24,

2023. More information is provided as [UN]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Refugee Cash Assistance Data Entry Specialist, to

be based in United States. Applications are accepted

until November 27, 2023. More information is provided

as [IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Receptionist, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until November 27, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Project Manager, to be based in United States, Ireland

and United Kingdom. Applications are accepted until

January 22, 2024. More information is provided as

[IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Program Officer, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until November 27, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Program Manager, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until November 27, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Computer Programmer, to be based in Quezon City,

Philippines. Applications are accepted until October 12,

2023. More information is provided as [FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Economist, to be based in Rome, Italy. Applications

are accepted until October 25, 2023. More information

is provided as [FAO]. 
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The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Regional Livestock Census Specialist, to be based

in Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until October

11, 2023. More information is provided as [FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a National Programme Assistant, to be based in

Guyana. Applications are accepted until October 10,

2023. More information is provided as [FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Livestock Value Chain Expert, to be based in Iraq.

Applications are accepted until October 10, 2023. More

information is provided as [FAO]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Program Management Assistant, to

be based in Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are

accepted until October 24, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Communications Consultant, to be

based in New York, United States. Applications are

accepted until October 11, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks an Electric Mobility Transport

Consultant, to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.

Applications are accepted until October 12, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks an Oil Spill Expert, to be based in

Nairobi, Kenya and  Seychelles. Applications are

accepted until October 9, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Science Editor, to be based in Nairobi,

Kenya. Applications are accepted until October 10,

2023. More information is provided as [UNEP]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Security Officer, to be based in

Beirut, Lebanon. Applications are accepted until

October 12, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNOPS].          

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Program Management Officer, to

be based in Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are

accepted until October 12, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNOPS]. 
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The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an Executive Assistant-Senior

Associate, to be based in Copenhagen, Denmark.

Applications are accepted until October 11, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNOPS]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an Information Manager, to be based

in New York, United States. Applications are accepted

until October 11, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNOPS]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Procurement Senior Officer, to be

based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted until

October 10, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNOPS]. 

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Program Assistant, to

be based in Sint Maarten. Applications are accepted

until October 20, 2023. More information is provided

as [WB]. 

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Program Assistant, to

be based in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.

Applications are accepted until October 13, 2023. More

information is provided as [WB]. 

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Strategy

Officer, to be based in Washington DC, United States.

Applications are accepted until October 16, 2023. More

information is provided as [WB]. 

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Headquarters Health

Specialist, to be based in Washington DC, United

States. Applications are accepted until October 16,

2023. More information is provided as [WB]. 

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior Program

Manager, to be based in Washington DC, United

States. Applications are accepted until October 23,

2023. More information is provided as [WB]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Consultant, to be based in Remote Work.

Applications are accepted until October 10, 2023. More

information is provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Migration Health Physician, to be based in

Thailand and Multiple locations. Applications are

accepted until October 11, 2023. More information is

provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Program Coordinator, to be based in
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Chisinau, Moldova. Applications are accepted until

October 11, 2023. More information is provided as

[IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Head of Office, to be based in Kaiserslautern,

Germany. Applications are accepted until October 11,

2023. More information is provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks an Assistant Program, to be based in

Kaiserslautern, Germany. Applications are accepted

until October 11, 2023. More information is provided

as [IOM]. 

California State Polytechnic University is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor in Political

Science position. Application submission deadline is

open until filled. For more details, see [California State

Polytechnic University]. 

Alcorn State University Mississippi, United States is

inviting applications for an Adjunct Faculty in

Agronomy position. Application submission deadline

is open until filled. For more details, see [Alcorn State

University]. 

The School of Humanities and Sciences in Ithaca

College in New York, United States is inviting

applications for a Lecturer position. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [Ithaca College]. 

Trinity College in Connecticut, United States is inviting

applications for an Assistant or Professor of Public

Policy and Law position. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see [Trinity

College]. 

Stanford University's Shorenstein Asia-Pacific

Research Center in Stanford, California is inviting

applications for a Postdoctoral Fellow position.

Application submission deadline is December 1, 2023.

For more details, see [Stanford University's

Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center]. 

The College of Literature Science and the Arts in

University of Michigan is inviting applications for a

Collegiate Fellowship position. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [University of Michigan]. 

University of Oregon in Oregon, United States is

inviting applications for a Pro Tem Instructor in

Political Science position. Application submission
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deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[University of Oregon]. 

Washington University in Saint Louis, Missouri is

inviting applications for a Postdoctoral Research in

Geospatial mobility, borders & genetics position.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Washington University]. 

The Syracuse University Department of Earth and

Environmental Sciences in New York, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

Cryosphere and Polar Science position. Application

submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [Syracuse University]. 

The Stanford University Center on Democracy,

Development, and the Rule of Law in California is

inviting applications for a Pre and Postdoctoral

Fellow position. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Stanford University]. 

Sam Houston State University in Texas, United

States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor of Political Science position. Application

submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [Sam Houston State University]. 

The Department of Political Science at Queens

College in Flushing, New York is inviting applications

for an Assistant Professor in Political Science

position. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Queens College]. 

Coastal Carolina University in South Carolina, United

States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor of Marine Chemistry position. Application

submission deadline is open until filled. For more

details, see [Coastal Carolina University]. 

Rollins College in Florida, United States is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor in American

Politics position. Application submission deadline is

not specified. For more details, see [Rollins College]. 

The School of Government & Public Policy at the

University of Arizona in Tucson is inviting applications

for an Assistant Professor in International Law

position. Application submission deadline is open until

filled. For more details, see [University of Arizona]. 

Northern Arizona University in Arizona, United

States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor position. Application submission deadline is

not specified. For more details, see [Northern Arizona

University]. 
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The Department of Psychological and Brain

Sciences at Colgate University in New York, United

States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor of Human Cognition position. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [Colgate University]. 

The Department of Earth & Planetary Sciences at

The University of Tennessee, Knoxville in

Tennessee, United States is inviting applications for an

Assistant Professor in Hydrogeology and Water

Science position. Application submission deadline is

open until filled. For more details, see [University of

Tennessee, Knoxville]. 

Schmid College of Science and Technology at

Chapman University in California, United States is

inviting applications for an Instructional Assistant

Professor of Environmental Science and Policy

position. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Chapman University]. 

The Department of Political Science and the

Institute for Computational and Data Sciences at

the Pennsylvania State University in Pennsylvania,

United States is inviting applications for a Professor of

Political Science and Social Data Analytics position.

Application submission deadline is not specified. For

more details, see [Pennsylvania State University]. 
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 

 

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-tuu/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-ill/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-ill/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-ilr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-ily/
mailto:info@cpg-online.de
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-ilj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-ilt/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-ili/


German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence for Public Policy and Good Governance - CPG

Room 207, Faculty of Law, Thammasat University, 2 Prachan Road, Bangkok 10200, Thailand

www.cpg-online.de

www.facebook.com/cpgtu

Preferences  |  Unsubscribe

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-ild/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vidtdlt-l-ilh/
http://email.cpg-online.de/functionalityDisabled.html
http://email.cpg-online.de/functionalityDisabled.html

