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Dear Readers,

The Asia in Review (AIR) team is pleased to present you

this week´s AiR issue with the latest events,

developments and trends in domestic politics,

international relations and geopolitics in East Asia,

South Asia, and Southeast Asia.

I wish you an informative read and extend special

greetings to everyone who celebrates Cuba’s,

Equatorial Guinea’s, Fiji’s and Uganda’s Independence

Day as well as Taiwan’s National Day this week.

With best regards,

Henning Glaser

Editor in Chief

 Webpage: www.cpg-online.de, Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/CPGTU
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China: Nationwide Survey on population

development 

(ms) The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) will

conduct a nationwide population survey starting

November 1, in light of the first population decline

since the end of the Great Famine in 1961, recorded in

2022.

According to the NBS the goal of the survey is to

“accurately and timely monitor China’s population

developmental changes and provide a basis for the

Communist party and the government to formulate

national economic, social development and population

related policies.”

In light of the rapid population decline projected to

unfold in the coming years and the parallel aging of the



population, the Chinese government has already

begun to implement policies in various provinces that

promise more support for parents and more rights for

unmarried couples or single mothers to create

incentives for the population to decide to have

children. The planned survey indicates that China plans

to maintain and expand these supports in the coming

years. [Reuters] [The Guardian] 

China: Highest individual fine issued for

VPN use

(ms) A Chinese citizen was fined the equivalent of USD

145,000 by Chinese security authorities in August this

year for using a virtual private network (VPN), the

highest known individual fine for using such a network.

The actual fine amounts to only USD 27, the USD

145,000 is, according to the justification of the Chinese

police, the "illegal income" earned through the use of

the VPN and must therefore be paid back. The

punished individual is said to have worked for a

Turkish company and used the VPN for this purpose.

He is said to have been in the sights of the Chinese

security authorities since at least mid-2022.

The legal situation regarding VPNs in China is

somewhat vague. Legally, the use of VPNs is not illegal,

but the providers have to cooperate with the Chinese

government, which makes them unsuitable for

everyday use by Chinese citizens who use them to

access websites blocked by the Great Firewall, such as

Google or Western social networks. This is why they

mostly use illegal VPNs for these purposes. When it

comes to criminal prosecution, the Chinese police

usually limit themselves to the providers of the VPNs;

the prosecution of individual users is largely absent

and is, if anything, politically directed against the

specific individual.

Why the punished individual has come into the eye of

the police is not known, however, at least according to

current information, it cannot be assumed that this

heralds the beginning of an extended crackdown on

the use of VPNs, simply because too many of the

country's industries rely on the use of and access to

the global Internet. [The Guardian]

China: US Banks raise Chinese GDP growth rate

forecast 
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(ms) Citigroup as well as JPMorgan’s have raised on

October 4 the forecast for the Chinese economic

growth to 5 percent and are thus in line with the target

of the Chinese government proclaimed at the

beginning of the year.

Following the failure of the Chinese economy to

rebound after almost three years of zero COVID and

the continuing concerns in particular about the

Chinese real estate sector and lack of confidence both

by the population but especially by foreign investors,

the adjustment upward does not signal the end of the

economic hardships but that the worst is behind one.

Citibank, for example, justified its decision with the

surprisingly good economic data in August, which

provided the first signs of economic recovery [see AiR

No. 38, September/2023, 3]. However, it should be

noted that the adjustments to the forecasts are mainly

based on the assumption that the Chinese government

will continue the economic stimulus and further policy

to support the economy in the coming weeks and

months. [Bloomberg] [Reuters]

China: Action plan unveiled to increase

country's computing power by 50 percent

until 2025 

(ms) According to a report released on October 9 by

various Chinese authorities, China plans to increase

the country’s total computing power to over 300

EFLOPS by 2025. 

EFLOPS is a unit for measuring computer speed, with 1

EFLOPS representing a system capable of performing 1

quintillion floating-point operations per second.

According to information from the Ministry of Industry

and Information Technology, which was also one of the

lead departments of the plan, China had 197 EFLOPS in

August, an increase of only 17 EFLOPS over the

previous year.

It can thus be assumed that China is planning a large-

scale offensive in nationwide promotion of the

required technology and research in order to achieve

the targeted goal of 50 percent growth in just two

years. In particular, high computing power could be of

decisive relevance for the intensive work on artificial

intelligence.

The plan also calls for increasing the country’s storage

capacity to 1800 exabytes in the same period, for
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reference one exabyte translates into one billion

gigabytes. [Reuters] [Xinhua]

China: Former president of central bank

expelled from party

(ms) Former president of the Peoples Bank of China

(PBC) Liu Liange has been expelled from the Chinese

Communist Party, the two highest anti-corruption

bodies announced in an official statement on October

7.

The reason for the party’s expulsion was alleged severe

violations of discipline and law, an often-used

euphemism for corruption. Among other things, Liu is

accused of illegally granting loans and thereby causing

significant financial risks.

Liu held his post at the Chinese central bank until the

“two sessions” in mid-March this year, and only two

weeks after his departure from the office, the

investigation against him began. [Reuters] [Xinhua 1]

In addition to Liu, Sun Shutao, former senior political

advisor of east China’s Shandong Province, and Du

Zhaocai, former vice head of the General

Administration of Sport of China, were also expelled

from the party and their public offices on similar

charges.

Zhang Fusheng, former deputy head of the formerly

named fire and rescue department under the Ministry

of Emergency Management was also indicted at the

same time on bribery charges. [Xinhua 2] [Xinhua 3]

[Xinhua 4]

China: Mongolian language teaching in

Inner Mongolia significantly reduced

(ms) The provincial education bureau of the northern

Chinese Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region is

continuing to gradually reduce the use of the

Mongolian language by first and foremost reducing or

eliminating the teaching of the language in educational

institutions.

The starting point was a policy officially published in

September 2020, which foresaw that in the future

Mandarin will replace Mongolian as the language of

instruction for all non-language subjects. This led to

large protests in the region when it was announced,

which were suppressed by local security authorities. As
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recently as April of this year, as a result of this policy,

primary and secondary schools in the regional capital

Hohhot, among other areas, were banned from using

Mongolian as the language of instruction.

According to news reports, the number of language

courses as well as Mongolian lessons in schools have

been significantly reduced. Furthermore, from 2025

Mongolian language skills will no longer be tested in

high school and from 2028 in university entrance

exams, a further step to make the language and thus

the Mongolian culture lose importance in the region.

The gradual replacement of the indigenous language in

regions is a repeatedly used tool of the Chinese

government, which is also used, above all, in the other

autonomous regions of Xinjiang, home to the Muslim

minority of the Uyghurs, as well as Tibet. In both

regions, under the government’s “bilingual policies,”

the teaching of the indigenous languages has been

drastically reduced or in some cases completely

banned in order to promote the Mandarin language

and the Han-Chinese culture. [Radio Free Asia] [VOA

News] [Human Rights Watch]

China: Introduction of finance and social

affairs bureau in new SAR supervising

institution

(ms) According to sources available to the South China

Morning Post, the newly introduced Central Hong Kong

and Macau Works Office (CHKMWO) will not only take

over the existing responsibilities of the Hong Kong and

Macau Affairs Office (HKMAO), but will also include

offices related to economic, financial and social

coordination.

The offices are part of a reform of the relations

between the Special Administrative Regions (SARs) and

mainland China, which was announced in the course of

the “Two Sessions” in mid-March this year. On the one

hand, the CHKMWO is to restructure the departments

that have existed under the HKMAO to date. More

importantly, however, the office will no longer report

to the State Council as its predecessor did, but directly

to the Central Committee, meaning the highest-ranking

officials of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) under

the direct leadership of President Xi Jinping [see AiR

No. 12, March/2023, 3].

Precise details about the exact competencies of the

bureaus are not yet known, but they are supposed to

be there “to improve development and to gather better

on-the-ground feedback from its two special
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administrative regions” and, in the case of the

economic and financial bureau, “to mitigate potential

financial risks between the two special administrative

regions and the mainland.”

Although it is emphasized that the two SARs remain

free to make their own economic decisions under the

“one country, two systems” approach, observers say

the creation of both the bureaus and the new office

generally represents an extension of the central

government’s control of the SARs. [South China

Morning Post]

China: New drone takes part in drills

around Taiwan

(ms) First reported in Taiwan’s Ministry of National

Defense’s (MND) daily report on October 4 [see MND

via X], the first official deployment of the Chengdu GJ-2

unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) was documented,

which was later confirmed by Chinese state

broadcaster Global Times.

The GJ-2 is a drone manufactured by the Chengdu

Aircraft Industry Group that can be used for

reconnaissance as well as for operations against

ground targets and is being promoted by the Chinese

side as the counterpart to the U.S. MQ-9 Reaper drone.

With the entry of a new drone into active military

service, the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) is

further differsifying its drone arsenal, which since 2020

has been proclaimed an important part of the "island

encirclement patrols" around Taiwan. [EurAsian Times]

[Global Times]

Japan: Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to

pass supplementary budget

(ic) On October 7, Prime Minister Kishida Fumio

announced that an extraordinary Diet session, to be

held on October 20, will aim to pass a supplementary

budget during the fiscal year 2023 (FY2023) in order to

fund a new economic package. [Kyodo News 1] 

This comes amidst rumors of a snap election, that have

been ongoing since May and government sources have

indicated little appetite for a snap election on October

6. [Kyodo News 2] [South China Morning Post]  

This economic package, unveiled on September 26, will

consist of 5 pillars: easing the pain of inflation on

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-z/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-z/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-v/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-e/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-s/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-g/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-w/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-yd/


households, spurring more wage growth, increasing

investment, addressing challenges posed by the

nation's declining population and securing the safety

and security of the Japanese people. [Asahi Shinbun]

[Prime Minister’s Office of Japan, in Japanese] 

Campaigning has, for now, commenced for upper-

house by-elections on October 22, which appears to t

one-on-one battles between the ruling and opposition

forces. 

The by-election comes amid slumping approval ratings

of Kishida’s Cabinet and is widely seen as a litmus test

for the Prime Minister’s new economic package that he

has promised to finalize by the end of the month.

[Kyodo News 3] 

Aimed at navigating the country's economy through a

cost-of-living crisis to pursue long-term growth, the

package will be based on five pillars, inducing

mitigating the fallouts of inflation on households,

spurring more wage growth by encouraging small and

midsize companies to raise pay for their employees,

boosting more investment, tackling challenges posed

by the declining population and securing the safety

and security of the Japanese people.   

Kishida’s party, the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, has

been seeking a budget between JPY 15 trillion (USD 101

billion) and JPY 20 trillion to fund the package [see AiR

No. 39, September/2023, 4] 

Japan: Government to target bullying and

school absenteeism

(ic) In a survey released on Oct 5 by the Ministry of

Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

(MEXT), it was reported that 300,000 elementary and

junior high school students refused to go to school,

marking a 22.1 percent increase since 2021 and the 4th

year in a row that this number has been increasing.

The same report also noted an uptick in cases of

severe bullying and student suicide. [Asahi Shinbun]

[Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and

Technology, in Japanese]  

In response to the findings, MEXT Minister Moriyama

Masahito announced that he had instructed the

relevant departments to accelerate countermeasures.

[NHK, in Japanese] 
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Japan: New Japan Air Self-Defense Force

office in Tokyo focused on space

(ic) On Oct 2, the Japan Space Collaboration and

Innovation Office was opened in Tokyo to reflect a new

direction for the Japanese Air Self-Defense Force

(JASDF). It will seek to increase Japanese defense

capacity in this new theater of combat that is

increasingly a focal point for competition between

other major military powers in the world through

public-private partnership. [Japan Times] 

More broadly, the JASDF is moving towards rebranding

itself as the Air and Space Self-Defense Force to reflect

the importance of space. On September 25, the United

States (US) Space Force also conducted exploratory

dialogues with Japanese counterparts over the opening

of a Space Force base in Japan that would coordinate

space defense with Space Force bases in Hawaii and

South Korea [see AiR No. 39, September/2023, 4].  

Japan: Lawsuit filed against Okinawa

governor on US base

(ic) Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and

Tourism Saito Tetsuo filed a lawsuit against Okinawa

Governor Denny Tamaki on October 5, in a bid to

override Tamaki’s authority and approve a modified

plan for landfill work for the relocation of a key US

base in Okinawa Prefecture. [Kyodo News] 

This is the latest step in a struggle over the relocation

of the US base on Okinawa from the residential district

of Ginowan to the coastal region of Henoko, that has

lasted for decades.  

Mongolia: New ministers appointed

(dql) Two lawmakers have been appointed as new

ministers by Prime Minister of Mongolia Oyun-Erdene

Luvsannamsrai 

Delgersaikhan Borkhuu has become a Cabinet

Member and Chair of the National Committee on the

Reduction of Traffic Congestion in Ulaanbaatar, while

Enkhbayar Battumur now serves as Minister of Justice

and Internal Affairs. [Montsame] 
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Mongolia: Fight against corruption in

capital to be intensified

(dql) Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai has

issued an order to intensify the fight against corruption

in the capital city Ulanbaatar.   

Members of the government and the authorities of

ministries and agencies have been instructed to take

actions to eradicate corruption in the capital in a

comprehensive way. [Montsame] 

North Korea: Government reforms

agricultural law to boost food production

(tms) North Korea has introduced significant

amendments to its Law on Agriculture, focusing on the

sub-work team management system.  

These changes aim to strengthen the role of

individuals within smaller production teams of ten to

25 people, potentially enhancing agricultural

productivity. The reform allows for the adoption of a

private contract work system within the sub-work team

structure, clarifying roles and responsibilities to

motivate farm workers.  

North Korea had previously tested the Individual Field

Responsibility System, which reduces the size of the

bunjo – the smallest production unit of a collective

farm – to a family unit of three to five people. It

showed promise in increasing productivity but faced

challenges related to fair share distribution and

corruption.  

The government is also working on improving rural

living conditions and altering negative perceptions of

agricultural communities to attract more people to

rural areas and industrialize farming practices as part

of its efforts to address food-related issues. [Daily NK] 

North Korea: Trade officials executed

amid rumors of smuggling

(tms) In a recent development, three officials from a

trading company in Pyongyang were executed,

ostensibly for misappropriating party funds for

personal use. However, speculation abounds that their

execution served as a warning against importing

unauthorized items.  
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The downfall of these officials began with their failure

to meet the Workers’ Party of Korea's funding quota.

After an investigation revealed large sums of gold and

foreign currency at their homes, the authorities

accused them of prioritizing personal gain during a

time of national difficulty. 

Despite these official reasons, rumors among trading

officials suggest a deeper motive. Given that private

assets are tolerated, it's believed the real issue might

be smuggling unapproved items, as the government

has tightened control over trade due to the

pandemic.  

The executions have left trade officials, both domestic

and international, anxious, fearing repercussions for

their own involvement in unofficial trading.  

All assets of the executed officials were seized by the

state, and their families were banished to rural areas.

[Daily NK] 

North Korea: Main nuclear reactor

operations suspended, raising concerns of

plutonium reprocessing

(tms) North Korea has reportedly ceased operations at

its primary 5-megawatt nuclear reactor in the

Yongbyon nuclear complex since late September,

according to US and South Korean intelligence

assessments.  

This suspension has sparked concerns that Pyongyang

may be engaging in reprocessing activities to obtain

weapons-grade plutonium.  

Reprocessing spent fuel rods is a precursor to

plutonium extraction, and Yongbyon has historically

been a key source of plutonium for North Korea's

nuclear weapons program.  

The country has also operated uranium enrichment

facilities for nuclear material. While North Korea claims

to be a nuclear state, the exact number of its nuclear

weapons remains undisclosed. Some estimates

suggest it could possess enough plutonium for over 20

weapons.  

Amid these developments, experts speculate on

potential clandestine support from Russia and the

possibility of another nuclear test by North Korea.

[Reuters] 
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South Korea: Confirmation hearings for

culture and gender equality minister

nominees face controversy

(tms) South Korea’s National Assembly conducted

confirmation hearings for the culture and gender

equality minister nominees, Yoo In-chon and Kim

Haeng, who were recently appointed in a partial

Cabinet reshuffle.  

During Yoo In-chon's hearing, allegations arose

regarding his involvement in creating a "blacklist" of

artists critical of the government during his previous

tenure as culture minister, which was defended by the

ruling People Power Party (PPP). Kim Haeng's

confirmation hearing centered on her suitability to

oversee gender and family matters.  

Lawmakers from the opposition Democratic Party (DP)

questioned Kim’s involvement with WikiTree, an online

news outlet she co-founded, alleging that it published

suggestive or gender discriminatory reports on sexual

abuse and women.  

Kim defended herself, emphasizing her commitment to

journalistic ethics and suggesting that the issue

extended beyond WikiTree to broader media practices

in South Korea. [Yonhap] 

South Korea: Government announces two-

month crackdown on illegal foreign

residents

(tms) South Korea’s Ministry of Justice has announced a

two-month crackdown on foreigners residing or

working illegally in the country, marking it the third

operation of its kind, scheduled to run until December

9.  

The primary targets of this enforcement effort will be

individuals working in the entertainment sector,

foreigners with criminal records, and companies

known for employing undocumented foreign workers

and their associated brokers. 

Justice Minister Han Dong-hoon emphasized the

government's stance of expanding legal stays while

rigorously regulating illegal overstays.  

Those apprehended during the crackdown will be

required to pay fines and will face deportation with a

ban on reentry. However, individuals who voluntarily

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-ty/


depart South Korea will not be subjected to fines and

will retain the option to return.  

The initiative comes as the number of illegal

immigrants in the country reached 411,270 in 2022, up

from 355,126 in 2018, as per ministry data. [Yonhap] 

South Korea: Monitoring and support

enhanced for vulnerable North Korean

defectors

(tms) South Korea's unification ministry has announced

that it is closely monitoring approximately 6,000

vulnerable North Korean defectors, who are

considered at high risk of suicide attempts and lonely

deaths due to financial hardships and other

challenges.  

This initiative is part of a broader effort by the ministry

to revamp the resettlement system for North Korean

defectors, particularly those residing in "welfare blind

spots." 

Since November of the previous year, the ministry has

been identifying vulnerable individuals using 39 "crisis

indicators," including disruptions in basic utilities and

past suicide attempts. The government is also

advocating for a legal revision allowing officials to

perform house searches for uncontactable North

Korean defectors in the high-risk group, in

collaboration with the police.  

Medical assistance for defectors has been increased by

KRW 1 million (approximately USD 740) since January,

with higher provisions for severe illnesses, open to

those earning less than 120 percent of the median

income. 

Despite challenges, the number of North Korean

defectors arriving in South Korea is on the rise this

year, rebounding from strict border closures during

the COVID-19 pandemic.  

As of June, South Korea is home to 33,981 North

Korean defectors, marking a year-end increase of 99

individuals compared to the previous year. [Yonhap] 

South Korea: Vigilant radiation testing on

seafood as Japan resumes Fukushima

water release
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(tms) South Korea's Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries

has announced its intention to continue rigorous

radiation testing on both domestic and imported

seafood, coinciding with Japan's initiation of the

second phase of releasing contaminated water from

the Fukushima nuclear power plant into the ocean.  

The release comes years after the plant's devastation

by a massive earthquake and tsunami in 2011. South

Korea has already conducted over 14,000 rounds of

radiation tests on seafood products this year,

exceeding its annual target, with all products meeting

safety standards.  

These tests included over 8,000 samples from

production sources, 1,500 from cultured fishery

products, and nearly 1,000 from deep-sea fishing.  

Additionally, South Korea has carried out over 5,500

tests on marine products at local markets and nearly

3,900 radioactivity checks on more than 17,000 tons of

seafood imported from Japan by the end of

September.  

South Korea maintains import restrictions on seafood

from Fukushima-adjacent Japanese prefectures, dating

back to 2013.  

The ministry has also increased seawater radiation

tests along its coast and plans to address the

Fukushima issue at an upcoming IMO meeting.

[Yonhap] 

South Korea: Government to reevaluate

propaganda leaflet distribution policy

after constitutional court ruling

(tms) South Korea's unification ministry is set to revise

its policy on the distribution of propaganda leaflets

into North Korea, considering both inter-Korean

relations and a recent Constitutional Court decision.  

The court ruled that the revised Development of Inter-

Korean Relations Act, which banned leaflet

distribution, was unconstitutional and infringed on the

right to freedom of expression.  

The decision resulted in the immediate annulment of

the law, which had been in effect for 2 1/2 years. The

ministry aims to prioritize the court's decision,

emphasizing the need to safeguard freedom of

expression.  
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While previously discouraging such campaigns by civic

groups, the ministry now considers factors like inter-

Korean relations in its approach.  

North Korean defector groups in South Korea, such as

Fighters for a Free North Korea, have sent leaflets and

supplies into North Korea, causing tensions between

the two nations, including the North's destruction of a

joint liaison office in 2020. [Yonhap] 

Taiwan: Investigation into leak of

submarine secrets launched

(dql) Taiwanese Premier Chen Chien-ren has confirmed

that the the Ministry of Justice has launched a criminal

investigation has been launch over reports about a

lawmaker of the main opposition party, Kuomintang

(KMT), leaking classified information to foreign agents

in connection with Taiwan’s submarine program. 

The investigation targets KMT legislator Ma Wen-chun

who was recently implicated in the leaking of military

secrets [see No. 40, October/2023, 1]. He is suspected

of the attempting to gain favor with the Chinese

Communist Party.  

Furthermore, media reports have related the leak to

six foreign engineers arrested in summer last year by

the South Korean government for for sharing classified

material on submarine development. [Taiwan News] 

Taiwan: Top-ranked in Asia for internet

freedom

(dql) Taiwan has been ranked no. 1 in Asia in the latest

annual edition of Freedom House’s Freedom on the

Net survey, with a score of 78 out of 100. 

The survey, further concluded that “Myanmar came

close to dislodging China as the world’s worst

environment for internet freedom.”  

China has been placed on the last position for nine

consecutive years. [Freedom House] [Taiwan News] 
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and National Security in

South Asia 

 

 

Bangladesh: Opposition announces more

protests

(ps) The oppositional Bangladesh Nationalist Patry

(BNP) has announced more protests up to the Hindu

festival Durga Puja on October 20. Following the

festival’s end on October 25, according to a BNP

standing committee member, there would be more,

even tougher protests with hopes of ousting the

government through a mass upsurge. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Minor Islamist parties

running in election

(ps) A newly formed coalition named the Liberal Islamic

Alliance, consisting of six little known Islamic parties in

Bangladesh is planning to participate in the upcoming

national election, countering the decision of major

Islamist parties to boycott the polls. Major Islamic

parties as well as Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)

are boycotting the election, demanding a caretaker

government during the election period.

The Liberal Islamic Alliance attempts to establish itself

as an own independent political force besides the

ruling Awami League and main opposition party BNP.

Their participation could help the ruling Awami League

portray the election as participatory, however, it is

uncertain whether they will form a direct alliance with

the Awami League as members of Awami League's

current coalition might find them incompatible to their

secular values. [The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Ruling Awami League general

secretary asks party men to prepare for

national polls

(ps) Obaidul Quader, General Secretary of

Bangladesh’s ruling Awami League, on October 3 called

on party leaders and activists to prepare for the

country’s upcoming general elections in January.

Notably, Quader suggested that “an understanding has

been reached behind the scenes” with the United

States and India, which recently had tried to pressure

Dhaka to ensure the integrity of the elections.

Following doubts about this claim, Quader later said

his previous statement was correct as there were

ongoing negotiations with Washington, citing a recent

talk the Bangladesh Prime Minster had with the US

security advisor and a selfie she took with the US

President. [Dhaka Tribune] [The Daily Star]

The US last month imposed visa restrictions on an

unspecified number of Bangladeshis for “undermining

the democratic election process”. Members of law

enforcement, the ruling party, and the political

opposition were among those included. [AiR No. 39,

September/2023, 4]

Bangladesh: Violence ahead of election

continues

(ps) Violence has persisted in the past week among

government and opposition parties as well as student

organizations.

A local Jubo League leader was tragically shot and

hacked to death. Meanwhile, on October 4, the very

day of its formation, the Democratic Students' Force

(DSF) came under attack, resulting in injuries to several

of its leaders. [The Daily Star 1] [The Daily Star]

In separate developments, a former deputy director of

the Anti-Corruption Commission died shortly after

being arrested by the police, and the cause of death

remains uncertain. [The Daily Star]

Additionally, during an incident involving a motorcade

en route to an opposition rally, at least ten individuals

were injured. Furthermore, a clash between activists of

the Chhatra League and the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal –

the student wings of Bangladesh ruling Awami League

and main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party

respectively – left three people injured. [The Daily Star]

[The Daily Star]
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Bangladesh: Data leak of Nation ID server

leaves millions exposed

(ps) A data leak has exposed the personal data of at

least five million National Identity Card (NID) holders.

The data was openly available on the messaging

platform Telegram. The system that was affected

contained data of 120 million voters of which 55

million hold smart NID. [The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: News site back online after

35 days

(ps) The news site bdnews24.com is back online after

being offline for 35 days. They give no explanation for

their absence or reappearance, only stating cryptically:

“leave it to history to tell the backstory”. [The Daily

Star]

Bangladesh: Cabinet Secretary confirmed

for another year

(ps) Cabinet Secretary Mahbub Hossain will continue

his role for another year. Cabinet Secretary is the most

senior position among civil servants in Bangladesh.

[The Daily Star]

Bangladesh: Two dead in Rohingya camps

after gun fights

(ps) One person shot dead and another stabbed to

death in separate gunfights in Rohingya refugee

camps. Police state that the Arakan Rohingya Salvation

Army, a Rohingya separatist group, was involved in

both fights.[Dhaka Tribune]

Bhutan: Election Commission ceases

political parties' public engagement

activities

(na) Bhutan's Election Commission (ECB) has instructed

political parties to halt their familiarization (FAM) tours

and public consultation meetings by October 8. These

activities, initially approved by the ECB, were intended

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-dr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-dy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-dy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-dj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-dt/


to assist parties in formulating their manifestos.

[Kunsel]

A notification issued on October 5 clarified that since

parties had already submitted their manifestos by

September 28, additional consultations and FAM tours

were deemed unnecessary. The ECB had previously

briefed the general secretaries of all political parties

three months prior.

Despite extensive FAM tours and consultations across

most districts, a few parties were unable to cover

specific areas. The parties are now required to

conclude these activities due to the ECB's recent

announcement.

An ongoing independent committee is currently

reviewing the manifestos submitted by the political

parties, with the ECB raising further queries in this

regard.

India: BJP poster depicting INDIA

opposition leader Rahul Gandhi as the

Demon King Ravan stirs controversy

(lf) The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) caused controversy

within India on October 5, when its official account on

social media platform X posted an image of INDIA big

tent alliance and opposition leader Rahul Gandhi

depicted as the demon king Ravan. The BJP’s post was

captioned with statements including “He (Gandhi) is

evil” and “His aim is to destroy Bharat”. Text on the

image also asserted that Gandhi is “directed by George

Soros”, a reference to the Hungarian-American

businessman who has become the target of right-wing

attacks accusing him of supporting left-wing political

candidates globally to further his own interests. 

The image was received with immediate condemnation

by INDIA officials, including Indian National Congress

(INC) general secretary and MP Jairam Ramesh, who

asserted that the post was “intended to incite and

provoke violence” against Gandhi, and noted that his

“father and grandmother were assassinated by forces

that want to divide India”, a reference to Rajiv and

Indira Gandhi. The BJP’s poster was allegedly in

response to a post from the INC on X, which showed

Prime Minister Narendra Modi raising his hand under

the question, “who is the biggest liar?” BJP supporters

have maintained that the post with Gandhi as Ravan

was simply a response to this earlier picture, however

critics of the prime minister have asserted that the

religious connotation of the BJP’s image added a level
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of vitriol and bias to the argument which could pose a

personal threat to Gandhi. 

Ravan is a traditionally evil and antagonistic character

from Indian traditions, so the BJP’s decision to depict

Gandhi as the figure carries a heavy connotation

amongst the population. With important upcoming

Assembly elections in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,

Chhattisgarh and Telangana, and General Elections

slated for 2024, political attacks, name calling and

propaganda is sure to increase in the coming months.

The invocation of traditional Indian stories and

religious figures hints that this election cycle will likely

see a greater emphasis placed on nationalism and the

notion of India as a state itself, as opposed to solely

policies and political ideology. [Indian Express] [India

Today] [WION]

India: Supreme Court seeks replies as PIL

challenges the use of freebies in elections

(hp) The Supreme Court of India issued notifications to

the statement governments of Rajasthan and Madhya

Pradesh, the central government and the Election

Commission in response to a plea seeking

comprehensive guidelines to prevent political parties

from distributing cash and other freebies at the

expense of taxpayers. The court has requested a

response from them within four weeks.

The petition, filed by a social worker, argues that

directions should be given to prevent the misuse of the

consolidated fund or the allocation of public funds in

the lead-up to elections. It contends that pre-election

promises and freebies offered by political parties to

attract voters constitute a misuse of taxpayers' money

and amount to bribery and undue influence.

The petitioner alleges that freebies like tablets are

being distributed "six months" before elections, with

state governments justifying them as being in the

public interest. However, the petitioner argues that

states are already burdened with significant debt and

should not be distributing such freebies.

During the proceedings, Chief Justice DY Chandrachud

acknowledged that various promises are made before

elections and suggested that controlling such practices

might be challenging.

It's worth noting that assembly polls in Rajasthan and

Madhya Pradesh were expected to be held in

November-December of the year in question. [Mint]

[India Today]
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India: Supreme Court rejects plea

demanding the status quo of Bihar caste

survey

(hp) After a petition challenging the Bihar caste–based

census was filed, the Supreme Court of India has

decided not to intervene in the matter and has issued

a notice to the Bihar government. The apex court has

scheduled the matter for January 2024 and has

declined to grant a stay on the publication of data

resulting from the caste-based survey.

The plea argued that the published data is not in

accordance with the rules of the Supreme Court and

termed it as a breach of privacy. In response, the

bench noted that individual names and identities had

not been disclosed, and therefore, the argument about

a breach of privacy might not be valid. Furthermore,

the two-judge bench stated that it cannot interfere in

the policy decisions of the state governments.

However, it did decide to review the authority of the

state government to conduct such an exercise.

The Bihar caste survey was released on October 2,

wherein it was discovered that 63 percent of Bihar’s

population consists of Other Backward Classes and

Extremely Backward Classes, economically weaker and

considered socially backward in India’s caste hierarchy

system. The census was criticized by several national

and state parties, stating it to be a gimmick before the

slated Lok Sabha elections of 2024. [India.com] [Bihar

Connect]

India: Center bans Jammu and Kashmir

Democratic Freedom Party for ‘anti-India’

activities

(lf) India’s central government has declared the Jammu

and Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party (JKDFP) as an

‘unlawful association’ for a period of five years under

the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. The party,

which operates regionally in the disputed territories of

Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, is considered to be a

separatist organization and actively campaigns for

tripartite negotiations between India, Pakistan and the

region of Kashmir itself in order to settle the ongoing

conflict regarding the area's status. 

Indian authorities have warned that the party could

have a negative reaction to the finding and launch an

insurrection campaign against the Centre Government
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within Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. There has been

no indication if authorities in the area have been

placed on alert for actions from the party, leaving the

warning from the Centre Government

questionable. [Indian Express] [Malaysia Sun] [India TV

News] 

India: NewsClick journalists' arrests

sparks protests nationwide

(hp) On October 3, the founder and editor-in-chief of a

prominent news website, NewsClick, got arrested by

the Indian police, on account of receiving fundings for

pro-China propagandas. The founder was arrested

under the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA)

with charges of criminal conspiracy. [Al Jazeera]

In the raids, the police interrogated 37 male suspects

and nine female suspects. Apart from the

interrogation, all digital devices such as mobile phones,

laptops, and important documents were seized. The

Special Cell of Delhi police conducted these raids

based on inputs given by the central agency.

In February 2021, the Enforcement Directorate raided

NewsClick's premises and editors for alleged money

laundering, revealing foreign remittances totaling over

Rs 77 crore between 2018 and 2021. In August 2023,

The New York Times accused NewsClick of funding a

network linked to US millionaire Neville Roy Singham

for Chinese propaganda.

The Press Club of India has raised its concerns over the

arrest of journalists by the government. The arrests

have also garnered nationwide condemnation and

protests, claiming it as an attack on freedom of press.

More than 230 journalists, writers, artists, news

outlets, have condemned New Delhi’s act. [The

Tribune] [CNBCTV18]

In related developments, Indian police have formally

accused Chinese smartphone makers Xiaomi and Vivo

Mobile of helping transfer funds illegally to NewsClick.

The allegations were laid out in a police complaint that

was filed on August 17. [The Straits Times]

India: House of human rights defender

vandalized in Manipur state

(lm) On October 5, unidentified individuals vandalized

the residence of human rights defender Babloo

Loitongbam in India’s Manipur state. Earlier that day,
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he had received threats from a militant group called

“Meitei Leepun,” which had called for a boycott of him

due to his outspoken stance against ongoing violence

in Manipur and his criticism of the BJP-led state

government's response to the situation. [Frontline

Defenders]

Babloo Loitongbam, a human rights defender and

lawyer, serves as the director of Human Rights Alert, an

organization that monitors and reports human rights

violations, including attacks on fellow human rights

defenders. He has been a strong advocate for the

rights of local communities in Manipur and

neighboring states.

India: Video of police officers dumping

corpse in canal goes viral, sparks outrage

(lm) A video showing three policemen in India's state of

Bihar throwing the body of a road accident victim into

a canal has gone viral, sparking outrage. The three

policemen seen in the video have been suspended in

response to the incident. [The Straits Times]

India: Two Hizb terrorists gunned down by

security forces in Kashmir

(hp) In an encounter with the security forces, two

people associated with terrorist organization Hizbul

Mujahideen got killed in Kashmir’s Kulgam district,

after the terrorists open-fired at the forces. The forces

found incriminating materials, arms and ammunition,

including two AK rifles. The confrontation comes after

a cordon and search operation launched by the Jammu

and Kashmir police and the Indian army to hunt down

militants on October 4. [India.com] [Daily Excelsior]

Maldives: People's National Congress

elects president-elect Muizzu as party

president

(na) Dr. Mohamed Muizzu has been elected as the

leader of the People's National Congress (PNC) in the

Maldives. Dr. Muizzu, who is also the country’s

president-elect, ran for office alongside his running

mate Hussain Mohamed Latheef, who is now serving

as his deputy. Former party leader Abdulla has now

taken on the role of the party's chairperson, indicating
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a notable shift in the party's leadership structure. [The

Edition]

Earlier, Dr. Muizzu, the presidential candidate of the

PNC and the Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM), won

the Maldivian presidential election with over 54

percent of the vote. Incumbent President Ibrahim Solih

garnered 46 percent of the vote after nearly all ballots

were counted.

Maldives: Former president Yameen urges

probe into corruption allegations

(na) In a recent address to his supporters from his

residence, former President Yameen, who is currently

serving an 11-year sentence for bribery and money

laundering, emphasized the need for the incoming

government to investigate corruption within the

current administration.

Yameen, who is under home arrest, asserted that no

one in the present government would be exempt from

scrutiny if corruption cases were pursued. During his

speech, Yameen expressed his satisfaction at the

defeat of the current government in the presidential

election. [Avas]

It's worth noting that Yameen's transfer to home arrest

was initiated following a request made by President-

Elect Dr. Muizzu to President Solih after the election

victory.

Maldives: Ninety-seven election-related

complaints filed with Anti-Corruption

Commission

(na) In the wake of the presidential election, the Anti-

Corruption Commission (ACC) has confirmed the

receipt of a total of 97 complaints related to the

electoral process. Out of these, 52 complaints have

been officially registered and are currently under

investigation, according to ACC officials.

These complaints, as disclosed by the ACC, comprised

61 anonymous submissions, 27 from private

individuals, five from the Election Commission's

National Complaints Bureau, three from political

parties, and one from government agencies. Notably,

some of these complaints were identified as

duplicates, involving multiple submissions concerning

the same issues.
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The registered cases encompass various electoral

offenses, including 36 instances of election bribery, 11

cases of undue influence, and five incidents involving

the misuse of state property and resources. While the

ACC has confirmed ongoing investigations into these

matters, specific details remain undisclosed at this

time. [PSM News]

Maldives: Parliament approves standing

committees composition

(na) The Parliament has confirmed the lineup of its

standing committees, detailing the allotment of

committee positions among various political parties

and independent members. The committees will

include members from the Maldivian Democratic Party

(MDP), The Democrats, the Progressive Party of

Maldives (PPM), The People's National Congress Party

(PNC), MNP, Maldives Development Alliance (MDA),

Jumhooree Party (JP), and independent

representatives.

This arrangement mirrors the current composition of

Parliament, accommodating 113 members from the

MDP, 27 from The Democrats, eight from both the

PPM and PNC, six from the MNP, four each from the

MDA and JP, alongside six independent members.

[Avas]

Nepal: Chief Minister's resignation

prompts formation of new government in

Koshi province

(na) Chief Minister Karki of Koshi Province resigned

from his position on October 7, choosing not to

undergo a crucial floor test in the provincial assembly.

Following his resignation, the Province Head swiftly

announced the need for the formation of a new

government. [The Kathmandu Post]

Karki, also the provincial assembly leader of the CPN-

UML, stepped down after realizing he lacked the

necessary support to win a vote in the assembly. Out

of the 93-member assembly, he could only secure 40

votes, falling below the crucial threshold of 47 needed

for a successful floor test.

Earlier, on September 8 the Supreme Court had

directed the Provincial Head of Koshi to designate

Karki, as the new chief minister. This decision came

after the Court invalidated the vote of confidence
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obtained by the former Koshi province chief minister,

Uddhav Thapa of the Nepali Congress, terming it

unconstitutional.[AiR No. 37, September/2023, 2]

Nepal: Supreme Court seeks clarification

on murder convict's pardon

(na) Nepal’s Supreme Court has issued a show cause

notice to the government regarding the pardon of

murder convict Yog Prasad Dhakal Rigal. Dhakal, who

was serving a life sentence for murder of Chetan

Manandhar, was released from prison after President

Ramchandra Paudel, on the recommendation of the

Council of Ministers, granted him a pardon. The court

issued the notice in response to a writ petition filed by

Chetan Manandhar's wife. [The Himalayan Times 1]

The court has also ordered the home ministry to

provide security to the petitioner and her family until

the case is adjudicated. The case has been referred to

a full bench for further consideration, with a priority

hearing scheduled for October 12. The court has

ordered the Attorney General to appear for oral

submissions and stated that the hearing will not be

postponed at the request of any party involved.

Against this backdrop, the Leader of the Opposition KP

Sharma Oli has accused the government of conducting

a witch-hunt against those critical of the government,

protecting coalition leaders from corruption

investigations, and allowing criminals to be released

from prison easily. [The Himalayan Times 2]

Nepal: CIAA files corruption case against

nine, including government secretary

(na) The Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of

Authority (CIAA) has filed a corruption case in the

Special Court involving the purchase of Nepal's

national payment gateway. The case includes

allegations against government officials, such as the

current secretary and managing director of Nepal

Telecom. The national payment gateway, procured six

years ago, has never been utilized despite its

acquisition cost of approximately USD 2.1 million, due

to a lack of necessary infrastructure preparations.

Against this backdrop, the CIAA has taken legal action,

asserting that over USD 2 million was misappropriated

in the process. The investigation also involves former
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officials from the Ministry of Science and Technology.

[The Himalayan Times]

Nepal: Commission formed to investigate

recent gold smuggling cases

(na)The government has established a team led by the

former High Court to investigate illegal gold smuggling

at Tribhuvan International Airport. This high-level

commission, including former joint secretaries and a

former Additional Inspector General of Police, has

begun its work from an office in the Ministry of Home

Affairs. The government directed the team to complete

its investigation within three months and submit

recommendations to prevent future gold smuggling

incidents. [My Republica]

The smuggling operation involved 100 kilograms of

gold valued at around USD 8.5 million, seized during

customs clearance at the airport, having been

unlawfully transported from Hong Kong.[AiR No. 30,

July/2023, 4]

Previously, the main opposition CPN-UML and other

parties obstructed parliament, demanding the

formation of this high-level probe commission. An

agreement was reached on August 23, leading to the

establishment of this commission by September 22.

[AiR No. 35, August/2023, 5]

Pakistan: Pakistan People’s Party ready

for elections, chairman Bhutto Zardari

says

(lm) Pakistan’s former foreign minister and Pakistan

People’s Party (PPP) chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,

held a press conference where he emphasized his

party's readiness for elections and the importance of

democratic principles. [Samaa]

He also mentioned that the PPP has built 2.1 million

houses in the province and plans to solarize them after

the elections. Furthermore, he outlined the party's

initiatives to empower women and implement them

nationwide.

Regarding other issues, Bilawal expressed his

willingness to support flood victims in Punjab and

voiced solidarity with the Palestinian people. He

reiterated his belief in democracy, stating that

elections are the solution to every problem, and
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expressed optimism that politicians like Fazlur Rahman

– the president of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F) – would not

oppose the elections.

Pakistan: Explosion rocks Dera Ghazi Khan

near Pakistan Army's nuclear facility

(kr) An enormous explosion near the office of

Pakistan's atomic commission in the Punjab province's

Dera Ghazi Khan area has shock people across the

country. The impact of the blast was so significant that

it was reportedly heard from a distance of 30-50

kilometers away in the provinces of Balochistan and

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

As Pakistan grapples with an increasing number of

terrorist attacks, regions like Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and

Balochistan have become primary targets for such acts

of terror, particularly since the Tehreek-e-Taliban (TTP)

terminated its ceasefire with the government last year.

In September of this year alone, there were 99

reported attacks across the country, marking the

highest number in a single month since 2014,

according to data from the Pakistan Institute for

Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS). These attacks

have resulted in 112 fatalities and 87 injuries, primarily

impacting security forces personnel and civilians.

However, authorities dismissed terrorism as a cause

and suggested that the noise resulted from Pakistani

Air Force fighter jets breaking the sound barrier, which

was considered a normal event. [CNBCTV18]

Sri Lanka: Protest by Tamil National

Alliance MPs interrupts Sri Lankan

Parliaments operations

(lf) A session of Sri Lanka’s parliament on October 6

was brought to brief halt due to a process staged by

MPs of the Tamil National Alliance (TNA), who

displayed placards and shouted to interrupt the

business of the house. The MPs were protesting in

against alleged illegal settlements which have been set

up on the lands of Tamil dairy farmers in Batticaloa. It

has been alleged that settlers have killed cattle and set

agricultural land on fire. 

The ten MPs that the TNA has in Sri Lanka’s parliament,

led by party member Shanakiyan Rasamanikam, were

joined by Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) party MP V.

Radhakrishnan. The protestors shouted phrases
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including “stop attacking us” and “return our lands to

us”, creating enough of a distraction to bring the

parliamentary session to a halt as other MPs could not

be heard speaking. The protestors were eventually

brought to order when Leader of the House Susil

Premajayantha announced that President

Wickremesinghe was planning to visit Batticaloa to

address the issue and speak with locals. No date has

been put forward for the visit, but the assurance of his

visit was enough to restore order within parliament. 

The protest signifies the continuing tensions within Sri

Lanka’s rural areas between Sinhala and Tamil

peoples. In spite of attempts to create a progressive

and accepting nation for the Tamil community within

the country, including implementing the proposed

13th constitutional amendment to create a more

federalist Sri Lanka with devolved provincial councils,

violence still continues in attacks aimed against ethnic

minorities [see AiR No. 32, August/2023, 2]. It remains

to be seen if any effective polices can be implemented

to alleviate the issue, or what President

Wickremesinghe’s approach to the attacks will be when

he visits the area. [Daily Mirror] [News Wire]

Sri Lanka: Only fraction of MPs has

disclosed their assets to public, report

from IMF finds

(lf) Speaking to Sri Lanka’s parliament on October

4, Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) MP Dr. Harsha de

Silva outlined the International Monetary Fund (IMF)’s

concerns regarding the country’s economy. Dr de Silva

read out a report from the IMF which listed the

organisation’s primary issues with the economic

progress that the nation has made, including a 16-

point proposal for how the country can continue

making progress in repairing its finances. 

One of the most damning concerns of the IMF was the

alarmingly low number of Sri Lankan MPs which have

disclosed their assets publicly. Depending on what is

considered proper transparency, only 12-15 of Sri

Lanka’s 225 MPs have disclosed their financial records.

Dr de Silva asserted that the refusal of the significant

majority of Sri Lankan parliamentarians to reveal their

financial liabilities was a bad look for the nation as the

IMF outlined how the nation’s “institutions are corrupt

from top to bottom” in their assessment. The MP

would go on to call the entire matter “disgraceful”. 

Nonetheless, Dr de Silva remained optimistic about the

deal in the short term, asserting “Sri Lanka will get the
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second tranche from the IMF”. He did issue a stern

warning, however, that a failure to act on the

organisation’s concerns would prevent the nation from

being able to “secure the third tranche”, which would

be a disastrous prospect for the country, particularly

as Sri Lanka’s government continues to restructure its

international debt with major creditors. 

Negotiations with the IMF are still ongoing to secure

the second tranche of funds. The prospect of a great

number of Sri Lankan MPs disclosing their finances

following Dr de Silva’s warning is slim, placing the

country in a precarious situation as pertains to its IMF

deal going forward. [Daily Mirror] [Colombo Telegraph]

Sri Lanka: Key workers social security

funds to be brought under independent

body for supervision

(lf) Two of Sri Lanka’s most important social security

funds for domestic workers, the Employees’ Provident

Fund (EPF) and the Employees’ Trust Fund (ETF), are set

to be brought under the authority of a new

independent supervisory body. The announcement

was made by President Wickremesinghe to the nation’s

parliament on October 4, responding to questions

from opposition MPs regarding the safety of the funds

in light of the complications which have arisen over Sri

Lanka’s economic progress with the IMF. 

The EPF and ETF are currently administered by the

nation’s Central Bank and Labor Department

respectively. Both funds are social security schemes

which aim to promote employee welfare and

ownership within Sri Lanka post-retirement. The

Central government has repeatedly taken loans from

the schemes, with a court ruling in August finding that

funds borrowed did not need to be replenished by

authorities in light of the nation’s economic woes. This

finding was controversial and has raised concerns

about the safety and integrity of the funds, as well as

the rights of workers, which the new independent

authority is intended to secure [see AiR No. 33,

August/2023, 3]. 

Another key factor in the establishment of this

independent body is the potential of the funds “to be

invested abroad”, which President Wickremesinghe’s

United National Party (UNP) is in favor of. The

motivation behind this approach is that investing the

funds in projects abroad will help increase the return

for workers, who will subsequently have greater access

to a larger pool of funds post-retirement. The

president indicated that his party was willing to reach
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an agreement with the opposition on this matter

through discussions and negotiation. [Daily Mirror]

[Economy Next]

 

Constitutional Law and

–Politics, Human Rights

and National Security in

Southeast Asia 

 

Cambodia: Ruling party unimpressed by

opposition parties’ alliance plans

(dql) The ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP)

affirmed that it was not afraid of plans of the

Candlelight Party (CP)’s plan to enter into an alliance

with two other opposition parties.

The CP and two other political parties are in talks

about joining forces ahead of the upcoming Senate

Election, scheduled for February 2024. [Khmer Times]

Cambodia: 240 locations of torture

identified

(dql) The Cambodian National Committee against

Torture (NCAT) has identified in a report 240 places

across the country where torture has been committed

and 1,582 victims from 2018 to 2023.

Human rights group ADHOC has criticized the

reporting methods used by authorities, claiming that

the number of victims is higher and calling on the

NCAT to pay more attention to prisons that have a high

number of hospitalized cases that appear to be the

victims of physical abuse. [Khmer Times]
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Cambodia: Illegal corridors along borders

to be closed

(dql) The Ministry of Interior has issued a set of seven

measures to be to be implemented by governors of

provinces on border areas between Cambodia and its

neighboring countries Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam, in

a move to tackle ongoing illegal and informal economic

activities there.

One of the measures is closing all illegal corridors that

exist in the governors’ respective administrations and

carrying out comprehensive studies and assessments

on the socio-economic potential of any existing

corridors. The resulting proposals will serve as a basis

for the government to consider the possibility of

creating formal border checkpoints.

The ministry cited for the move “loopholes and

irregularities in performing duties such as secret

opening of illegal corridors in some provinces at

borders and charging informal fees from workers and

general people who cross border checkpoints.” [Khmer

Times]

Indonesia: Constitutional Court upholds

job creation law 

(ss) The Indonesian Constitutional Court declined a

motion by labor unions to annul a government

regulation in lieu of the job creation law, which was

criticized for favoring employers over employees.  

The court sided with the government by a vote of five

to four, signaling a significant development in the

ongoing legal battle over the law.  

The law was initially adopted in 2020 and suspended in

November 2021 due to procedural violations, wording

alterations, and a lack of public participation. The court

granted a two-year window until November 2023 for

revisions.  

In response, President Joko Widodo issued an

administrative regulation in lieu of the law, which was

enacted in March 2023.  

The court supported the government’s position citing

global crises and the Covid-19 pandemic as compelling

justifications for the law. [Jakarta Globe]
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Indonesia: Parents call for investigation of

Kanjuruhan stadium disaster

(ss) A year into the Kanjuruhan football stadium

disaster in Indonesia, which resulted in the deaths of

over 130 people, has prompted the families of the

victims to demand that authorities reopen their

investigations and designate the incident as a grave

violation of human rights.  

The catastrophe occurred on October 1, 2022. Tear gas

was launched into enclosed areas of the stadium after

a confrontation between fans and police, causing a

crush at the exits. Numerous victims were crushed to

death or succumbed to asphyxiation and other

respiratory difficulties. 

The Kanjuruhan Tragedy Advocacy Team has

demanded that an independent team investigate the

incident, citing a potential conflict of interest if the

police conduct the investigation. [CNN]

Indonesia: Presidential directive to

enhance management and protection of

migrant workers

(ss) Indonesian Minister of Manpower Ida Fauziyah has

announced plans for a presidential directive to

improve the management of placement and protection

of Indonesian migrant workers.  

The instruction will specify the duties of each

government ministry and agency, from the central to

the local level. The outcomes of the interministerial

meeting will regulate the responsibilities of ministries

and agencies in managing the placement and

protection of migrant laborers from Indonesia.  

Concerning placement issues, the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs and the Indonesian Migrant Workers' Protection

Agency will be responsible. Provincial, district, city, and

village administrations will supply information

regarding placement opportunities and

protection. [Antara News]

Meanwhile, President Jokowi will waive registration

fees for the International Mobile Equipment Identity

(IMEI) for cellphones brought into the country by

Indonesian Migrant Workers (PMI), when they return to

Indonesia, as announced by the Indonesian Migrant

Workers Protection Agency. 
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The move follows complaints from migrant workers

about the high IMEI registration charge.  

Additionally, President Jokowi will regulate laborers'

goods delivery and hand-carry goods brought to

Indonesia. [Antara News]

Malaysia: Government committee set up

to manage minerals extraction

framework

(ic) Natural Resources, Environment, and Climate

Change Minister Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad announced the

formation of the Mineral Industry Development

Coordination Committee (MIDCC) on October 3. This

committee is intended to move forward with Malaysia’s

recent decision to conduct early-stage exploration

regarding extraction of minerals, especially rare earth

elements (REE), and ultimately address key legal,

regulatory, and technical challenges to this endeavor in

Malaysia’s mining industry. [New Straits Times] 

This is intended to tie in with a recent announcement

that Malaysia will be banning the export of REEs in an

effort to bring value-added industrial activities to

Malaysia’s shores. [Reuters]  

REEs are critical to sustainable development as a key

component of many sustainable technologies.  

The increased importance Malaysia is assigning to REE

extraction can be seen in the October 6 announcement

regarding the theft of REEs in Kedah. It is alleged that

this theft involves corruption, abuse of power, and

breach of trust on the part of unspecified individuals

and agencies of the government. [The Star] 

Malaysia: MACC intensively probes REE

theft involving corruption and trust

breach

(mw) The Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission

(MACC) continues its investigation into the theft of rare

earth elements (REE) in Sik's Bukit Enggang Forest

Reserve.  

MACC Chief Commissioner Tan Sri Azam Baki revealed

that new findings have emerged during the ongoing

investigation, prompting further actions. The

investigation covers corruption, abuse of power, and

breach of trust by individuals and enforcement
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agencies involved. Expert services are being employed

to determine the extent and quantity of the stolen REE

through laboratory tests. 

Azam had previously mentioned that the Deputy Public

Prosecutor (DPP) is expected to make a decision on the

REE theft in the coming weeks, indicating that MACC

had completed its investigation.  

The investigation began on July 18, focusing on illegal

REE mining that resulted in government losses.

Multiple investigation papers were opened under

relevant legal sections, including Section 17(A) and

Section 23 of the MACC Act 2009. The case is also being

considered for charges under Section 7 of the Anti-

Corruption Act 1998. [New Straits Times] 

Malaysia: Analysts suggest rice shortage

requires supply chain reform and

increased crop yields

(mw) Analysts have urged Malaysia to revamp rice

stockpile management and agriculture to prevent

worsening supply shortages. 

A 36 percent price hike on imported rice by Padiberas

Nasional (Bernas), Malaysia’s sole rice importer, led

consumers to opt for cheaper local rice. This caused a

reduction in local rice deliveries from 17,000 to 2,000

bags since January, with high demand still outstripping

supply.  

Critics propose raising the controlled retail price of

local rice to RM 3.40 (USD 0.72) per kg to narrow the

price gap with imports. However, the government

rejected this idea.  

Global rice prices surged due to factors like India's

export ban and adverse weather like the El Nino and

La Nina phenomenon. Bernas, responsible for national

rice stockpiles, faced criticism for not having enough

imported rice stockpiled before India’s export ban.

[Straits Times] 

Malaysia: Revisions in education system

spark concerns about students' readiness

for the future

(mw) Malaysia's education system is facing criticism for

reducing or eliminating the Dual Language Programme

(DLP), which allowed primary and secondary students
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to study science and mathematics in English alongside

Malay. This move has raised concerns among parents

and observers who believe it may hinder students'

employability in a globalized world. 

Education watchdog Parent Action Group for Education

(Page) reported that DLP schools and classes are

gradually being phased out. Education Minister

Fadhlina Sidek stated that schools conducting the DLP

must meet certain requirements, including achieving

Malay-language proficiency as per the ministry’s

standards. As of June 30, 2023, less than a quarter of

schools nationwide offered the DLP, with around 9

percent of students enrolled in the program. 

Critics argue that instead of scrapping the DLP, efforts

should focus on improving Malay proficiency. Concerns

have arisen that the program might be abolished in

public boarding secondary schools in 2024, except for

two top schools. 

This change in education policy is seen in the context

of Malaysia's history of using education as a political

tool. Different governments have made shifts in

language of instruction and curriculum, often driven by

political considerations.  

The current government, led by Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim, has introduced changes like the introduction

of a new module teaching the 40 hadiths, reports of

statements or actions of Prophet Muhammad, possibly

aimed at appealing to certain voter demographics. 

While some argue that these moves are aimed at

securing support from specific voter groups, critics

believe the focus should be on preparing students for

the future job market and nation-building, rather than

further Islamizing government schools or altering

language policies. [Straits Times] 

Malaysia: 2024 budget prioritize Health

and Education

(mw) Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim

announced that the Health Ministry (MOH) and the

Education Ministry will receive significant allocations in

the MADANI Budget 2024, which will be presented on

Oct 13. 

The focus of the MOH budget will be on building health

clinics and addressing congestion in government

hospitals nationwide. Anwar acknowledged existing

hospital congestion issues and pledged to manage

them effectively. He also emphasized the need for
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subsidy rationalization to target those who genuinely

require assistance, suggesting higher payments for the

wealthiest individuals, particularly regarding hospital

charges.  

Anwar highlighted the MADANI Medical Scheme as an

initiative to provide equitable healthcare access for the

B40 group. Additionally, he commended Perak for its

efforts in health information dissemination and

acknowledged World Pharmacists Day. [PMO.GOV.MY] 

Malaysia: Lawyers for Liberty (LFL)

criticizes Home Minister's Malaysian

citizenship granting statement

(mw) Lawyers for Liberty (LFL) strongly criticized Home

Minister Saifuddin Nasution Ismail's recent statement

on Malaysian citizenship rights.  

According to LFL director, Zaid Malek, granting

citizenship is not solely dependent on the

government’s authority. [IMI] 

Myanmar: Court rejects Daw Aung San

Suu Kyi’s appeal 

(ha) It is reported that the Myanmar Supreme Court

has rejected the appeal filed by Daw Aung San Suu

Kyi’s lawyers on six corruption charges against her.  

In August, the Court refused to hear five special

appeals in cases on illegally importing and possessing

walkie-talkies, sedition and violating coronavirus

restrictions.  

She was convicted by the military junta on corruption

charges and sentenced to 33 years in prison. In an

amnesty announced by the coup leader last month,

she was acquitted of some charges, but still has 27

years in prison to serve. [Reuters] 

Myanmar: CDM employees arrested in

Sagaing 

(wn) According to Sagaing residents, on September

30th, the Military Council arrested two employees who

participated in Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM)

movement and lived in Seinkone Ward of Sagaing City.
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Telegram channels reported that residents were

arrested for communicating with People’s Defense

Force PDFs and are currently under arrest at Sagaing

City Police Station. 

The Association for the Assistance of Political Prisoners

(AAPP) reported that as of October 4, almost 20,000

individuals remain under politically motivated arrest

following the coup. [RFA Burmese] 

Myanmar: PDF-Zoland arrests four police

officers 

(sk) Anti-junta armed group People’s Defence Forces-

Zoland (PDF-Zoland) apprehended four police officers

in Tedim Township, Chin State.  

The officers, reportedly soliciting bribes from truckers

on the Kale-Tedim highway, were detained by PDF-

Zoland, the armed wing of the Zomi Federal Union

(ZFU).  

This incident sheds light on corruption within the

security forces and occurs amidst the declaration of

martial law in multiple townships in Chin State.

[Myanmar Now]   

Myanmar: Rise in armed robberies sparks

concern in southern Shan State

(sk) Armed robberies are increasing in Pekhon

Township, southern Shan State, near the border with

Karenni (Kayah) State, causing anxiety among locals.  

On September 28, a group of men robbed a tool shop,

with the shopkeeper recognizing one of the

perpetrators as a police sergeant from the local police

station. When the crime was reported, the police

officer was reportedly found counting money assumed

to be stolen from the shop. 

Another store was also reportedly robbed near the

Pekhon highway exit, though the exact amount stolen

remains unconfirmed. Travelers have reported

robberies on the road between two villages in

southern Pekhon, where assailants demand money

from passengers at knifepoint. 

Fearful of being targeted, residents in the area are

refraining from leaving their homes in the evening. The

lack of response from authorities to these incidents
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raises questions about citizens' safety and law

enforcement accountability. [Myanmar Now] 

Myanmar: Violence erupts in Bago Region

(sk) In eastern Nyaunglebin Township, Bago Region, a

column comprising army troops, police, pro-junta

militia, and fire services personnel set fires in Pu Zun

Myaung village as part of an ongoing offensive

operation.  

This followed days of confrontations between junta

troops and the local anti-junta People’s Defence Forces

(PDF). 

Junta forces engaged in both hostilities and road

sabotage in the area, making roads impassable.

Resistance groups, including the Spring Warriors

Column, Battalion 3702, and the Royal Peacock

Column, joined the Bago Region PDF in attacking the

junta column as it approached Pu Zun Myaung Village,

resulting in casualties on both sides. 

Reports indicate that two Pu Zun Myaung residents

were killed after being captured by junta forces, while

another resident managed to escape. 

The Bago Region has experienced frequent fighting

this year, with the PDF conducting operations in the

Bago Yoma Mountain range, supported by the Karen

National Union (KNU). [Myanmar Now] 

The Philippines: Central Bank has 'done

enough' policy tightening, finance

secretary says

(lb) Philippine Finance Secretary Benjamin Diokno

believes that the country’s central bank has already

taken sufficient measures to address inflation

concerns, indicating that further interest rate decisions

would be data-dependent. He cited supply-side factors

as the main drivers of inflation in the Philippines,

where the annual inflation rate rose to 6.1 percent in

September. [CNA]

This aligns with the views of the country's economic

planning minister, who suggested that further rate

hikes might not be necessary, as inflationary pressures

are being driven by supply-side factors. Despite these

statements, the annual inflation rate in the Philippines
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remains significantly above the central bank's target

range of 2 percent to 4 percent. Some economists

believe that the central bank may resume rate hikes in

response to the higher-than-expected September

inflation figures. 

The Philippines: Trade union organizer

killed

(lb) Jude Thaddeus Fernandez, a trade unionist, was

shot dead on September 29 during a police raid. The

police claimed that he resisted arrest, a claim rejected

by the KMU (Kilusang Mayo Uno or May First

Movement). Fernandez's death adds to the list of 72

trade unionists killed in the Philippines since 2016, with

four deaths reported since January 2023. The ITUC

(International Trade Union Confederation) has called

for a full and independent investigation into his killing

and demands that those responsible face

consequences. [ITUC CSI IGB]

The Philippines: Drag artist arrested for

‘offending religion’

(lb) Amadeus Fernando Pagente, also known as Pura

Luka Vega, a drag artist, was arrested in Manila on

October 4. The arrest followed accusations of

"offending religion" arising from a viral video

performance in which Vega dressed as Jesus Christ

while performing to a rock version of the Lord's Prayer.

The video sparked controversy in the Philippines,

resulting in criminal complaints from Christian leaders

and condemnation by several municipalities. 

Vega has been charged under article 201 of the

criminal code, which prohibits acts that "offend any

race or religion," potentially leading to fines and

imprisonment if convicted. 

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the freedom

of religion or belief has emphasized that states should

not impose punishment for insulting or giving offense

to religious ideas, icons, or places. To safeguard free

expression and prevent future censorship, there is a

call for Vega's release and for Philippine lawmakers to

consider amending or eliminating article 201 to ensure

that religious beliefs are not misused to restrict the

right to free expression. [Human Rights Watch]
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The Philippines: House ready to defend

MIF at Supreme Court, Speaker says

(lb) The House of Representatives Speaker Ferdinand

Martin G. Romualdez has announced that the House

will promptly file its response to a petition raised

before the Supreme Court challenging the

constitutionality of the establishment of the country's

first sovereign wealth fund, known as the Maharlika

Investment Fund (MIF). [Philippine News Agency]

In July, Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr signed

Republic Act (RA) 11954 to establish the MIF, which

aims to modernize infrastructure and spur economic

growth. Prior to this, the bill had raised concern,

including from the central bank over transparency in

its governance, and had undergone revisions to

address worries about how the fund would be

managed and financed. 

Later, the Supreme Court ordered the executive and

legislative branches to respond to a petition filed by

Senator Koko Pimentel and three former Bayan Muna

legislators, who are requesting the high tribunal to

declare MIF unconstitutional. 

Against this backdrop, Romualdez, who is the principal

author of RA 11954 expressed his belief that the

concerns raised by the petitioners need to be

comprehensively addressed, although he insisted that

Congress followed due processes in crafting and

enacting the law.  

Senate President Juan Miguel Zubiri also announced

that the Senate is prepared to defend the

constitutionality of RA 11954. Zubiri instructed Senate

Secretary Rey Bantug to coordinate with the Office of

the Solicitor General to prepare and file comments on

the petition filed before the Supreme Court. 

Singapore: Amendments to Free Trade

Zones Act to combat illegal trading

activities

(lb) Singapore is amending the Free Trade Zones Act to

strengthen regulation and control over goods passing

through the country’s ten free-trade zones (FTZs). The

changes include introducing a licensing regime for FTZ

operators, imposing new regulations on cargo

handlers, and enhancing enforcement powers for

Customs authorities. [The Straits Times]
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These amendments are deemed necessary due to

concerns that FTZs may be misused for illicit activities

such as weapons proliferation, environmental crimes,

and trade-based money laundering. The goal is to

strike a balance between better governance and

preserving a business-friendly environment while

combating illicit trade. The provisions under the

revised Act will be phased in from early 2024, with a

six-month adjustment period for companies. 

Singapore: USD 2 billion in assets seized in

money laundering case

(lm) Singapore is expecting more arrests and asset

seizures in one of its largest-ever money laundering

investigations, as the value of assets seized in the case

rises to USD 2 billion. [Reuters]

The investigation began with simultaneous raids in

mid-August, leading to the arrest of 10 foreigners – all

originally from China – and the seizure of luxury

properties, cars, gold bars, designer handbags, and

jewelry. At least five of the 10 individuals accused in

the money laundering case have allegedly made

donations to various charitable organizations and

social service agencies in the past three years. [The

Straits Times]

The government is now setting up an inter-ministerial

panel to review the anti-money laundering regime as it

comes under pressure to tighten rules and crack down

further on cross-border organized crime. [BNN

Bloomberg]

Singapore: Keeping society fair,

maintaining country’s edge as key

challenges for 4G leaders, PAP poll finds

(lm) Singaporeans believe that ensuring a fair society,

rather than a welfare one, will be a key challenge for

the country's fourth-generation (4G) leadership,

according to a recent survey conducted by the PAP

Policy Forum (PPF). The survey, which polled over 1,500

participants across different age groups, found that

respondents of all ages also saw the need to maintain

Singapore's competitive edge as a focus area for 4G

leaders. However, there were variations among age

groups, with those aged 51 and above placing more

emphasis on defence against external threats, while

those aged 20 and below saw media management as a

more significant issue. [The Straits Times]
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Thailand: Prime Minister faces complain

over the police chief decision

(ak) Pol Gen Sereepisuth, leader of the Seri Ruam Thai

Party, one of the 11 parties in the Pheu Thai-led

coalition government has filed a petition with the

National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) on

accusing Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin and the Police

Commission of unlawfully appointing Pol Gen Torsak

Sukvimol as the new chief. The petition accuses

Srettha, the ex-officio chairman of the Police

Comission, and 10 other members whom taking part in

appointing Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol without complying

to the rule of seniority under the Police Act.  

Prior to the selection of the police chief, four

candidates were taken into consideration where Pol

Gen Torsak , the brother of ACM Satitpong Sukvimol

was fourth in seniority, but he has been attracting

attention for his rapid rise through ranking as he

begins his police career at the relatively late age. The

other candidates are Gen Roy Ingkapairote, Pol Gen

Surachate Hakparn, and Pol Gen Kitrat Phaphet in the

order of seniority. According to the petition, despite

the fact that Mr Srettha abstained from voting, he was

still responsible as he was the one who nominated Pol

Gen Torsak. [Bangkok Post] 

Thailand: Prime Minister to serve as a

chairman for a new body to run digital

wallet plan

(ak) The digital wallet project proposed by the ruling

Pheu Thai Party is expected to begin in February next

year. The cabinet resolved to form a committee tasked

to direct and monitor the project included Prime

Minister and Finance Minister Srettha Thavisin as

chairman of the committee. 

Other members included Deputy Prime Minister and

Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, Deputy

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Parnpee

Bahiddha-Nukara, Deputy Prime Minister and Interior

Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, and Digital Economy and

Society Minister Prasert Chantaruangthong are serving

as deputy chairmen. The digital wallet committee will

expect to follow the plan and execute the budget as

planned, and follow up on the progress in

implementing the project. [Bangkok Post] 
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Thailand: Deputy House speaker Padipat

reveals to move to Fair Party

(ak) Deputy House speaker Padipat Santipada has

announced his moving to the Fair Party after being

expelled from the Move Forward Party to retain his

position. After being expelled from the Move Forward

Party, Mr Padipat was given 30 days to find a new party

in which the Fair Party is part of the opposition and an

ally to MFP. He announced that he will submit his

application to the party and on the Fair Party side MP

Kannavee Suebsang posted on social media welcoming

Mr Padipat to the party. [Bangkok Post] 

Thailand: Gatherings temporarily banned

around Government House amid P-Move

protest

(lm) The police have imposed a ban on all public

gatherings within a 50-meter radius of Government

House until October 11. This action was taken as a

protest organized by the People's Movement for a Just

Society (P-Move) outside Parliament entered its second

week. [Bangkok Post]

The P-Move group has been staging a protest camp

outside Government House to demand that the Pheu

Thai Party-led government fulfill the promises it made

to the group in February. These promises include

considering the group's nine demands, which involve

granting rural communities more influence in

managing local resources, ensuring fair and equitable

treatment for marginalized communities in land

disputes, and implementing a universal basic income

program. 

Thailand: Government announce short

term measure for tougher gun control

(ak) Following the shooting at Bangkok Shopping mall

on October 3 by a teenage who modified a blank gun

to carry out the shooting which killed two people and

wounded five others. Interior Minister Anutin

Charnvirankul announced a short-term measure to

improve gun control by suspending the issuance of

permits for importing and trading firearms, real, and

imitation. In addition, the existing gun control laws will

be reviewed and amended as necessary where

authorized individuals should be permitted.  
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The details of the short-term measures include

cooperation with different authorities, the Custom

Department will be responsible for the import of blank

guns, BB guns and imitation firearms. The Sport

Authority of Thailand will prohibit the usage of

shooting range of citizen under 20 years old except the

individuals obtained the permission from authority,

the gun uses in the shooting range must be registered,

and taking ammunition out of the ranges is prohibited.

The opening of new gun shops will not be allowed and

those who obtained blank guns or imitation firearms

must present them for recording at firearms

registration. The Interior minister also assigned the

police, and the DES Ministry to close the websites

selling illegal and imitation guns to prevent more

selling of guns nationwide. [Bangkok Post] 

Thailand: Political figures and activists

join October 6 commemoration

(ws) On October 6, representatives from both the

government and opposition parties, members of

parliament, judiciary officials, political activists, and the

public gathered at Thammasat University to mark the

47th anniversary of the October 6th massacre. 

Prominent figures from various political parties,

including the Move Forward Party (MFP), Pheu Thai

Party, and Democrat Party, participated in a merit-

making ceremony to honor the memory of those who

lost their lives in the tragic events of October 6th,

1976.  

The events of the October 6th massacre unfolded as

clashes occurred between the police, right-wing "Red

Guard" extremists, and village scouts. According to

official records, the tragic incident resulted in the loss

of 46 lives, with a significant majority being students.

However, unofficial accounts suggest that the death

toll could have been as high as 100 demonstrators. The

violence prompted many students to seek refuge in

the jungles and led some to join the then-outlawed

Communist Party of Thailand. [ThaiPBSWorld] 

Thailand: MFP reveals plan on forming the

next government

(ak) Chaithawat Tulathon, newly elected party leader

hasrevealeds the goal of the party in expanding the

support and recruiting more members to achieve the

party goal. During an interview with Bangkok Post, Mr
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Chaithawat shared about the goal of the party of

preparing to become the new government and the

party will be moving towards becoming an even more

democratic political institution. The party aims to

achieve 100,000 members by the end of this year or

early next year and aims to set up 400 district-level

committees by early next year. On the aspect of MFP’s

prime ministerial candidate for the next election, Me

Chaithawat turns down the claim of him being the next

candidate by commenting that there are other party

members who are more suited to the role. [Bangkok

Post] 

Thailand: Paetongtarn’s appointed to

another high-powered government

committee

(ak) Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin appointed

Paetongtarn Shinawatra as deputy chairperson of the

National Health System Development Committee along

with commerce minister Phumtham Weechayachai as

deputy premier. The 23-member national committee

led by the PM is expected to drive the national public

health system, screening health policies and

coordinating with relevant agencies. 

This is the second national panel of Paetongtarn apart

from the National Soft Power Strategy Committee

where she is appointed as deputy chairwoman. With

the appointment of another position, it is being

speculated that these roles are preparation for her

future prime ministerial role while calls from Pheu Thai

Party politician are encouraging Paetongtarn to

become a party leader to replace Cholnan. [The

Nation] 

Thailand: Former culture minister

arrested, released on bail

(lm) Itthiphol Kunplome, who previously served as the

Culture Minister in Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha's

second cabinet, was apprehended upon his arrival at a

Bangkok airport on October 9. He was arrested in

connection with alleged corruption related to a

condominium project that he had approved 15 years

ago during his tenure as the mayor of Pattaya city.

Following his arrest, Itthiphol was subsequently

released on court bail. He denied the charges and

informed the court that he would be hiring a lawyer to

defend him. [Bangkok Post]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-xr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-xr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-xy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-xy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-xj/


The arrest warrant had been issued by the Criminal

Court for Misconduct and Corruption Cases in Rayong

on September 5. This action was taken because

Itthiphol had failed to comply with an order to report

to public prosecutors, opting instead to travel to

Cambodia. 

Thailand: Police to continue ticket

motorists despite court ruling

(lm) Despite a recent ruling made public by the Central

Administrative Court (CAC), which deemed that police

had been issuing traffic tickets unlawfully since July

2020, motorists will still be subject to ticketing.

[Bangkok Post]

In late September, the CAC determined that an

announcement made by the Royal Thai Police (RTP)

regarding traffic tickets, which came into effect in July

2020, was in violation of the law. Back then, the CAC

ordered the announcement to be revoked with

retrospective effect from July 20; however, it's worth

noting that the Royal Thai Police (RTP) plans to appeal

against this ruling, so the situation may continue to

evolve. 

Thailand: Government pushes title deed

plan

(lm) The Agricultural Land (ALR) Committee will move

ahead with plans to revise its regulations to allow Sor

Por Kor 4-01 landholders to turn their land reform

papers into title deeds. Thailand's Agriculture and

Cooperatives Minister, Thamanat Prompow,

announced on October 9 that he has directed the ALR

secretary-general to meet with the legal affairs sub-

committee to facilitate this process. Importantly,

Minister Prompow emphasized that this conversion is

designed to benefit landless farmers, and there are

safeguards in place to prevent the transferred

farmland from being acquired by businesses. [Bangkok

Post]

Sor Por Kor 4-01 title deeds were originally granted to

landless farmers under the condition that the land be

used solely for farming purposes. Currently, around

57,600 square kilometers of Sor Por Kor land is

occupied by 3 million farmers. Once the conversion

process is completed, these landholders will have the

option to sell the land, which is currently prohibited

under Sor Por Kor status. [The Nation]
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Thailand: PM calls for sustainable

solutions to flooding

(ws) During his trip to Ubon Rachathani, Prime Minister

Srettha Thavisin emphasized the need for sustainable

measures to address recurrent flooding issues. He

called upon relevant agencies to work on improved

drainage systems aimed at reducing the impact of

inundations. 

Meanwhile, the Office of the National Water Resources

has issued a warning to the northern and central

regions regarding potential flash floods and runoff due

to heavy rainfall associated with a monsoon trough

affecting major river areas, including the Wang, Yom,

and Chao Phraya. [Bangkok Post] 

Thailand: Army is preparing a backup plan

for security in the South

(ak) The Fourth Army Region is taking steps to enhance

and maintain security in Thailand's Deep South as the

government considers permanently lifting the

emergency decree in the country's three southern

provinces – Narathiwat, Pattani, and Yala. [Bangkok

Post] 

Lt. Gen. Santi Sakuntanak, the region's chief and

director of Internal Security Operations Command

(ISOC) Region 4, expressed concerns about the

potential impact of removing the emergency decree on

regional security. If the government decides to only

partially cancel the decree, ISOC will engage in

discussions to determine which parts of the decree are

necessary to ensure security.  

The decree is currently expected to remain in effect

until 2027, as outlined in the 20-year national strategy.

However, human rights groups are advocating for the

government to terminate the decree, citing concerns

that it is repressive to the local population. 

Vietnam: Social policies reviewed at

eighth plenum of 13th Party Central

Committee

(km/lm) The eighth plenum of the 13th Party Central

Committee in Vietnam continued its proceedings, with

a focus on reviewing the 10-year implementation of a
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resolution related to social policies from 2012 to 2020.

Discussions were led by National Assembly Chairman

Vương Đình Huệ. [vietnamnews.vn]

Additionally, discussions took place regarding the 15-

year implementation of a resolution related to the

development of intellectuals during the national

modernization and industrialization period.  

Vietnam: TikTok found guilty of breaching

information security, e-commerce laws

(km/lm) Vietnam has determined that the Chinese

social media app TikTok violated the country's laws

related to information security, child protection, and e-

commerce. This decision follows an investigation by

the Ministry of Information and Communication, which

began in May. [vietnamnews.vn]

The investigation revealed that TikTok's Singapore-

based unit was overseeing its services in Vietnam

without direct involvement from TikTok Technologies

Vietnam Co. Ltd. and the Representative Office of

TikTok Pte. Ltd in HCM City. Furthermore, it was

discovered that TikTok Singapore stored illegal

information on local Vietnamese servers, including

false news, content promoting violence, and harmful

material for children. 

Vietnam: Military task force defused

Vietnam War bomb 

(km) A military task force defused a 337-kg bomb from

the Vietnam War in Quang Binh Province, aided by the

Golden West Humanitarian Foundation and Peace

Trees Vietnam. The bomb had a M112 demolition

charge and was discovered in a melaleuca forest in

Quang Trach District. The task force separated the

detonator from the rest of the bomb but kept the steel

cover intact. All 159 communes, wards, and towns in

Quang Binh are contaminated by unexploded

ordnance, affecting 28.2% of the province's total area. 

[VnExpress International]
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China hosts Trans-Himalaya Forum

(ga) Last week from October 4-6, China hosted the

third China Xizang Trans-Himalaya Forum for

International Cooperation in Nyingchi, part of the Tibet

Autonomous Region of China. Officials from Nepal,

Pakistan, Afghanistan, Myanmar, and Mongolia were at

the forum, among others. [Chinese Foreign Ministry]

[Reuters] [South China Morning Post] [Xinhua]

At the gathering, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi

proposed “that the trans-Himalaya region should

deepen mutually beneficial cooperation, accelerate

green transformation and strengthen connectivity,”

adding that “facts will prove that the Tibet-related lies

concocted by some Western forces out of ideological

bias are completely untenable and will fall flat in the

face of facts,” likely a reference to the push by some to

recognize Tibet as its own independent nation.

[Reuters] [Xinhua]

Wang also called for cooperation on green

development and promoted the Belt and Road

Initiative for the development of infrastructure projects

focused on transportation, trade, and connectivity.

[South China Morning Post]

The forum’s location in Nyingchi, close to China’s

disputed border with India in Arunachal Pradesh,

combined with remarks by Wang that countries should

respect one another’s sovereignty, hinted at a message

targeting India, whose representatives did not attend

the forum. [Reuters]

On the sidelines of the forum on October 5, Chinese

Assistant Foreign Minister Nong Rong met with

Bhutan’s Secretary of the Ministry of Energy and

Natural Resources Karma Tshering. The two expressed

their desire to maintain strong ties between the two

countries and to deepen cooperation in trade and

tourism. [Chinese Foreign Ministry]
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China doubling the size of its space

station

(ga) China has announced plans at the 47th

International Astronautical Congress in Baku,

Azerbaijan, to expand its space station, the Tiangong,

from three modules to six. The move looks to provide

an alternative to the International Space Station (ISS),

which is led by the US’s NASA and is approaching the

end of its viability. [SpaceNews]

The Tiangong became operational towards the end of

2022 and can hold three astronauts. It will reportedly

be capable of hosting missions for more than 15 years

according to Chinese projections, although it was

previously announced that the lifespan would be 10

years. The ISS is planned to be decommissioned after

2030.

China is looking to host astronauts from other

countries as well as Chinese astronauts in the

Tiangong.  Launches for the expansion are expected

sometime around 2027 or 2028, while the launch of a

co-orbiting telescope is planned for 2024. [SpaceNews]

China is also aspiring to put its first astronauts on the

moon by 2030 and develop a lunar research station in

the 2030s. [Reuters] [SpaceNews]

Azerbaijan joins China’s lunar base project

(ga) Azerbaijan officially joined China’s International

Lunar Research Station (ILRS) program, which aims to

explore the surface of the moon and construct a base

from which to do so, on October 3. The agreement was

announced as part of the 74th International

Astronautical Congress which occurred in Baku,

Azerbaijan from October 2-6. [CGTN] [SpaceNews]

The deal entails cooperation in technological

development for space, joint training of astronauts,

and scientific experiments. It does not, however,

provide any more specific information on the nature of

the cooperation between the two countries. [CGTN]

[SpaceNews]

The ILRS was created as a joint initiative between China

and Russia in 2021. Other countries which have joined

the program include Pakistan, the United Arab

Emirates, Venezuela, and South Africa; several

companies and international organizations have also

joined. [CGTN] [SpaceNews]
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The push to expand the ILRS program is viewed as

being a direct competitor to the US-led Artemis

Accords, which also aims to create a lunar base and

has 29 nations as signatories. [SpaceNews]

China’s National Space Administration is planning for

the completion of the lunar base by 2028 and to make

improvements to facilitate further exploration by 2040.

[CGTN]

Fukushima water release

(ic) Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings (TEPCO),

which managed the Fukushima nuclear power plant,

announced on October 5 the start of the second round

of water release, which is set to see 7,800 tons of water

released into the Pacific Ocean over 17 days. The first

round of water release put the same amount of water

out over the period of August 24 to September 11.

[Associated Press] 

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has

confirmed that it took samples of the second batch of

water on October 3, and tritium levels within it are well

within safe limits. [International Atomic Energy Agency]

The Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) also

confirmed that technical experts from the IAEA, hailing

from Argentina, Australia, Britain, Canada, China,

France, South Korea, the Marshall Islands, Russia, the

United States and Vietnam, will embark on the first

IAEA review mission of the water release from October

24-27. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs]  

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries

Miyashita Ichiro reiterated the safety of the water

release at the 23rd ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and

Forestry Plus Three Meeting.  

His Chinese counterpart Deng Xiaogang did not

respond at the meeting, which was taken as a positive

sign. A protest in front of the Japanese consulate in

Hong Kong also saw only five attendees. [Kyodo News]

[Nikkei Asia Review]  

Miyashita expressed hopes also for a resolution of

China’s ban on Japanese seafood imports within the

World Trade Organization’s (WTO) framework. [Asahi

Shinbun 1] 

Russia, meanwhile, reiterated that it is considering

following China’s ban on Japanese seafood products,
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arguing that they had not been sufficiently informed.

[Asahi Shinbun 2] 

South Korean prime minister embarks on

global tour to promote 2030 World Expo

bid

(tms) South Korea's Prime Minister Han Duck-soo has

embarked on a four-nation tour, including visits to

France, Denmark, Croatia, and Greece, to bolster South

Korea's bid to host the 2030 World Expo in Busan.  

This diplomatic effort comes as the Bureau of

International des Expositions (BIE) prepares to choose

the host city among contenders Busan, Riyadh, and

Rome in approximately 50 days.  

In Paris, Han will attend the Busan Expo Symposium

2023 and meet with French Prime Minister Elisabeth

Borne.  

Subsequently, he will engage in discussions with

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen in

Copenhagen. Han's journey will also include the first

high-level official visit to Croatia, where he'll meet

Croatian Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic.  

Finally, he'll conclude his tour with an official visit to

Greece, where he'll hold a summit with Greek Prime

Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis. [Yonhap] 

Bhutan's National Council ratifies

BIMSTEC charter

(na) Bhutan’s National Council recently approved the

adoption of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation

(BIMSTEC) Charter.

Home Minister Ugyen Dorji presented the Charter to

the Council, emphasizing its potential benefits for the

nation. According to Dorji, Bhutan's independence is

crucial for economic development and people's well-

being. He stated that international experts recommend

Bhutan's participation in organizations like BIMSTEC,

which can aid the country's progress.

Bhutan became a BIMSTEC member in 2004, although

the organization was founded in 1997. The Charter,

signed during the fifth BIMSTEC Summit in March 2022,

was ratified by both the National Council and the
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National Assembly, marking Bhutan's commitment to

the cooperative regional initiative. [Kuensel]

India objects as US ambassador to

Pakistan visits Pakistan-administered

Kashmir

(hp) India has expressed its concerns to the United

States regarding a recent visit by American envoy to

Islamabad, Donald Blome, to Gilgit-Baltistan in

Pakistan-administered Kashmir. India called upon the

international community to respect its sovereignty and

territorial integrity and reiterated that Jammu and

Kashmir is an integral part of India.

After being questioned on the issue, the US

ambassador to New Delhi, Eric Garcetti, drew a parallel

between Blome's visit and an American delegation's

visit to Srinagar for G20 meetings.

This is not the first time that India has raised its

objections to a US diplomat assigned to Pakistan over

the disputed territory. In April 2022, a US

Congresswoman paid a visit to the region and was

subjected to outrage by the New Delhi government.

[Hindustan Times] [Times of India] [The Hindu]

IMF hands Sri Lanka a sixteen-point plan

as negotiations on release of second

installment continue

(lf) Negotiations continue between the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) and Sri Lanka, following the

nation’s first bi-yearly review of its USD 2.9 billion

bailout program from September 14-27. The review

ended with the Washington-based lender withholding

the second installment of USD 330 million as Colombo

had failed to fulfill the six-monthly targets set in March.

Against this backdrop, the IMF has now presented a

sixteen-point plan to the nation for a comprehensive

reform of Sri Lanka’s financial structure, with

suggestions including amending the National Audit Act,

publishing procurement contracts and fixing tax

legislation amongst other far-stretching restructuring

measures. [Colombo Telegraph]

The suggestions from the IMF have received mixed

reactions from Sri Lanka’s government, who are

struggling with accepting the necessity of rapid and

comprehensive change. Sri Lanka’s Minister for Justice
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Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe addressed parliament on

October 3, asserting that the IMF’s request to increase

tax revenues were impossible at this moment and

requested that negotiations be held on the possibility

of delaying the request. The government maintains

that the people of Sri Lanka cannot deal with a further

increase to tax burdens before the end of the year.

[Daily Mirror]

The deliverance of this request is unlikely to please the

IMF, who assert that the economic reforms of Sri

Lanka, whilst not entirely ineffective, have not struck at

the core problems of the nation’s financial troubles.

The government in walking a difficult tightrope

however, as elections loom in 2024. A tax hike at this

time could very likely sour voters to President

Wickremesinghe, but austerity measures are necessary

to satisfy the IMF in the short term and to secure the

essential USD 330 million tranche that Sri Lanka has

been anticipating. The government is also wary about

increased tax revenue legislation driving individuals to

emigrate from the nation to more developed nations,

which would place an even greater burden upon the

nation. [SCMP]

In the same week, the Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL)

cut interest rates by 100 basis points to 11 percent.

The rate cut came as inflation has steadily decreased

within the Sri Lanka, one of the few bright spots in the

nation’s economic recovery. [Times of India]

Date for Chinese vessel’s visit to Sri Lanka

still to determined amidst concerns from

regional countries

(lf) Discussions continue between Sri Lanka and China

to determine an appropriate date for the latter’s

research vessel ‘Shi Yang 6’ to visit and dock in the

South Asian nation. Chinese officials have reported

insisted that the vessel dock in Sri Lanka during

October, however the nation’s government has instead

voiced it’s preference for the visit to occur during

November instead. 

Sri Lanka has insisted that the reasons behind its

desire to delay the visit stem from practical

considerations. The Indian Ocean Rim Association

(IORA) summit in Colombo is set to begin on October

11, bringing an increase in maritime traffic to the

nations and pre-occupying the government’s concerns.

However, concerns over the purpose of the ship’s visit

and what it intends to do within the Indian Ocean’s

Waters have been vocally put forward by India,

dragging Sri Lanka into a tug-of-war between its
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immediate neighbor to the north and one of its biggest

economic partners in China. 

Chinese state media and authorities maintain that the

‘Shi Yang 6’ is purely a research-vessel which

undertakes oceanography and marine biology projects.

Accusations, however, have called the ship a ‘spy-

vessel’. Despite not having received permission to

dock, nor a date for a prospective docking, the ship is

said to still be heading towards Sri Lanka. This places

pressure on the government of Sri Lanka to make a

firm decision soon, lest the vessel arrive uninvited,

creating a very awkward situation for port authorities

and the nation’s relationship with China. [Daily Mirror]

[Outlook India]

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to

visit Nepal

(na) United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Antonio

Guterres is scheduled to visit Nepal from October 14 to

17 at the invitation of Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal

Dahal. Guterres, who last visited Nepal in 2007, plans

to address climate change concerns and engage with

stakeholders on pressing issues. The visit's agenda also

includes potential visits to Lumbini and Pokhara. [The

Kathmandu Post]

Cambodia voices surprise over UN report

(dql) The Cambodia government has expressed

surprise over a recent report of the United Nations

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) that claims that

Cambodia is a hub for cyberfraud but fails to provide

evidence for the claim, according to the Ministry of

Interior and vice-chairwoman of the National

Committee for Counter Trafficking (NCCT).

The report makes allegations that the proliferation of

casinos and other commercial enterprises in

Sihanoukville has led to a rise in sex trafficking and

forced labor among Cambodian women and girls.

[Khmer Times]

Indonesia to take lead in advocating for

global regulations on AI-enabled weapons
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(ss) Indonesia intends to advocate for the initiation of

negotiations on legally binding international

regulations concerning autonomous weapons at the

upcoming Conference on Disarmament in Geneva,

scheduled for February.  

Febrian Ruddyard, Indonesia’s permanent

representative to the United Nations (UN) office in

Geneva, signaled this intention in a press conference,

arguing that the global community has yet to achieve a

legally enforceable agreement concerning the

regulation of artificial intelligence (AI)-enabled

weaponry.  

Febrian’s statement comes as Indonesia will preside

over the forthcoming disarmament meeting and as the

participating nations at the CD forum are currently

engaged in collaborative discussions to generate ideas

regarding the establishment of legally enforceable

regulations for autonomous weapon systems. These

deliberations encompass considerations related to the

scope and nature of the regulatory instrument to be

developed.  

Furthermore, Indonesia has recently disclosed plans to

incorporate artificial intelligence (AI) into its weaponry,

joining the United States, China, Russia, and India,

among others, who have made substantial

investments in the development and deployment of

artificial intelligence (AI) technologies for military

purposes. [Jakarta Globe] [BNN] 

Indonesia urges immediate ceasefire in

Israel-Palestine conflict 

(ss) Indonesia, a long-standing supporter of the

Palestinian cause, has issued a formal appeal for an

immediate ceasefire in the ongoing hostilities between

Palestine and Israel. The call for a cessation of

hostilities comes in response to Hamas terrorists'

missile attacks and Israel's subsequent military

retaliation. [CNA]

The Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a

statement on October 8 expressing concern over the

escalation of conflict and calling for an urgent

cessation of violence to prevent additional human

casualties. Indonesia's stance on the Israel-Palestine

conflict is rooted in its belief that the resolution should

adhere to the criteria established by the United

Nations. Specifically, Indonesia asserts that the conflict,

which it attributes to Israel's occupation of Palestinian

territory, must be resolved in accordance with UN

parameters [X.com]

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-fj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-ft/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-fi/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-fd/


Indonesia has consistently supported the Palestinian

struggle for independence, with past actions including

the construction of a hospital in Beit Lahiya, Gaza Strip,

funded by Indonesian donations. [Voice of America]

It's worth noting that Indonesia maintains a firm

position regarding diplomatic relations with Israel. The

country has explicitly stated that it has no interest in

establishing diplomatic ties with Israel. This stance led

to Indonesia losing its right to host the Under-20 World

Cup in March when FIFA revoked the hosting rights

due to objections over Israel's participation. [CNA]

Archipelagic and Island States (AIS) Forum

launches blue economy research hub  

(ss) The Archipelagic and Island States (AIS) Forum has

established a blue economy research and

development center to provide innovative economic

and educational solutions for sustainability.  

The purpose of the center, also known as the AIS Blue

Hub, is to assist blue innovators, academicians, and

entrepreneurs in developing the blue sector.  

The AIS Research and Development Centre is a

centralized implementation of the AIS Forum's

research and development programs.  

The launch of the research center comes ahead of the

first AIS Forum Summit that is taking place this week in

Bali, that brings together island and archipelagic

countries to discuss ways to strengthen cooperation in

addressing four global problems: climate change

mitigation and adaptation, blue economy, plastic waste

at sea, and maritime governance. [Antara News]

Laos receives USD 299,000 worth technical

support from UN FAO

(ws) The Food and Agriculture Organization of the

United Nations (FAO) has entered into an agreement to

offer technical support valued at USD 299,231 to the

National Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)

Secretariat in Lao PDR. This initiative aims to

strengthen multi-stakeholder involvement at both

national and provincial levels in Lao PDR to facilitate

the localization, monitoring, and reporting of SDGs.

[Vientiane Times] 
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Asean nations to prioritize members' rice

demands and support Malaysia with its

rice issue

(mw) During the conclusion of the 45th ASEAN

Ministers of Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF) meeting

held in Malaysia last week, ASEAN member nations

expressed their dedication to supporting each member

with regards to food-related issues, particularly

addressing the rice shortage affecting ASEAN

countries.  

ASEAN members affirmed their commitment to

prioritize the provision of rice to fellow member

countries before considering exports to non-member

nations.  

Malaysia, a nation reliant on rice imports, has been

significantly affected by this shortage. Consequently,

the government has announced its intention to impose

legal penalties on those who hoard rice.  

Additionally, in efforts to address this issue, various

subsidies and measures are being introduced to

mitigate the increasing prices of grains, ensuring

adequate supply for the nation. [Reuters] 

Myanmar military regime seeks

international investment to solve energy

shortage

(ha) The Myanmar energy minister attended the

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)’s first energy

forum held in Kazakhstan from October 3 to 6 and

encouraged investment in Myanmar’s energy sector. T 

At the gathering, the junta minister emphasized that

Myanmar’s energy sector is facing difficulties and

expressed interest in foreign cooperation, especially in

Myanmar’s technology and investment in power

generation.  

Last month, he met with the head of the Russian-

Myanmar Association for Friendship and Cooperation

and discussed opportunities for Russia to invest in

Myanmar’s energy sector and cooperation between

countries while a new consulate office has been

opened in Belarus, with efforts being made to improve

trade relations and to import chemical fertilizers from

there. 

The Myanmar junta has suffered huge losses in the

energy sector due to international sanctions. [The
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Irrawaddy]

Expert group criticizes UN’s handling of

Myanmar's military regime

(sk) The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M),

an independent advisory group of international

experts has criticized the United Nations (UN) for its

approach to the military regime in Myanmar.  

The criticism, published in a reprot last week, centers

on the UN's prioritization of appeasing the junta in

order to maintain a presence in the country over

delivering aid directly to the people, which is seen as

indirectly legitimizing the military council.  

Calling for a more proactive UN stance, the SAC-M's

recommendations for the UN include rewriting its

engagement principles, coordinating directly with the

National Unity Government (NUG) and resistance

authorities in humanitarian assistance, and

implementing comprehensive arms embargoes and

financial sanctions targeting military officials and

companies. [Myanmar Now] 

ILO calls on Myanmar junta to protect

workers

(ha) International Labor Organization’s (ILO’s)

Commission has called on the Myanmar junta

government to prevent the abuses of labor and future

abuses of workers and to act against those who do so.

In a report released on October 5 and focused on

violations of two ILO Conventions on the Freedom of

Association and Protection of the Right to Organize

Convention (No. 88) and the Forced Labor Convention

(No. 29), the Commission stated that after the 2021

military coup in Myanmar, workers are being

threatened, tortured and sentenced to death by firing

squad.  

In addition to this, the leaders of the trade union in

Myanmar are being punished and imprisoned and

workers’ freedoms are being violated. Women workers

also face sexual exploitation, lack of job opportunities

and cruel and oppressive treatment by the military

junta. [The Irrawaddy]
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NUCC and Myanmar UN Ambassador

nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize 

(ha) The Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) has

nominated U Kyaw Moe Tun, Myanmar’s United

Nations (UN) Ambassador and National Unity

Consultative Council (NUCC) for the 2023 Nobel Peace

Prize.  

The Norwegian Peace Research Group praised the

Myanmar UN ambassador and political organization

for their efforts to abolish the dictatorship and build a

federal democratic system in Myanmar.  

U Kyaw Moe Tun quickly condemned the 2021 military

coup and called on UN member states not to recognize

and officially support the junta. Since then, he has

served in the UN as an ambassador representing the

National Unity Government (NUG). An outspoken

supporter of the democracy movement who

has refused orders by the military government to quit,

he was target in an assassination plot that was foiled in

August. 

The NUCC is an advisory body to the NUG and is made

up of elected members of parliament, minority political

parties, civil societies organizations and ethnic armed

groups. The PRIO said the NUCC aims to end the

authoritarian system and build a federal democracy

that guarantees national equality and self-

determination. [The Irrawaddy]

Anti-insurgency operations comply with

human rights, The Philippines tells UN

(lb) The National Task Force to End Local Communist

Armed Conflict (NTF-ECLAC) in the Philippines has

assured that its operations to combat insurgency are

guided by human rights principles. This commitment

comes after a bilateral meeting with United Nations

(UN) representatives in Manila. 

During the meeting, the task force presented its efforts

to address communist terrorist concerns and shared

details about the processing of rebel surrenderers and

rescued minors. Additionally, they outlined various

reintegration programs, including psychosocial

services, education, skills training, livelihood support,

and the Barangay Development Program. Both the UN

and NTF-ELCAC expressed their dedication to

partnering for peace, security, and human rights in the

country. [Philippine News Agency]
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The NTF-ELCAC was established in December 2018 by

then-President Rodrigo Duterte through Executive

Order No. 70. It aims to combat the communist

insurgency in the country led by the Communist Party

of the Philippines (CPP) and the New People's Army

(NPA) using a coordinated "whole-of-nation" approach,

involving various government agencies. This approach

was adopted after the termination of peace talks with

the NPA in 2017 and the designation of the CPP and

NPA as terrorist organizations. 

The Philippines hosts workshop to discuss

national framework for ocean mining

(lb) In partnership with the International Seabed

Authority (ISA), the Philippines hosted a two-day

workshop to discuss the necessary framework for the

country to engage in ocean mining. Foreign Affairs

Undersecretary Charles Jose highlighted the

abundance of valuable minerals like cobalt,

manganese, copper, nickel, and rare minerals on the

seabed ocean floor, which often lie beyond national

jurisdictions. 

The Philippines, as an archipelagic state highly

dependent on the sea, aims to ensure the

conservation and sustainable management of oceans

and seabed resources. The workshop also explored

potential revisions to the Philippine Mining Act to align

with international law and UNCLOS (United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea) compliance, a

requirement for participation in ISA-regulated deep-

sea mining activities. The ISA, which regulates seabed

minerals beyond national jurisdictions, sees significant

untapped potential in deep-sea resources and is

working on regulations for sustainable mining.

[Philippine News Agency]

Southeast Asia won’t be ‘split between

two camps’ over US-China rivalry,

Singapore’s Lee Hsien Loong says

(lb) Singapore's Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong

expressed optimism that Southeast Asian nations

would not be "split between two camps" in the intense

rivalry between the United States and China. He noted

that most countries in the region want to maintain

good ties with both superpowers, even as they may

align more closely with one side or the other. 
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Lee cited efforts by countries like Japan, South Korea,

China, and Australia to improve relations, emphasized

the need for cooperation amidst regional challenges,

warned against the retreat of globalization, and

stressed the importance of addressing global issues

through cooperation. Additionally, he mentioned

Singapore's willingness to host dialogues between

Beijing and Taipei authorities and discussed the

complexities of US-China relations and Beijing's role in

the region's prosperity. [South China Morning Post]

Thailand postpones regional summit to

which Myanmar junta chief is invited

(lm) Thailand has taken steps to postpone the

upcoming Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral

Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)

summit until next year due to concerns over the

invitation extended to Myanmar's junta leader.

Officially, Bangkok said it needed more time to prepare

the summit. 

BIMSTEC includes Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri

Lanka, Myanmar, and Thailand as its member

countries. It was established in 1997 to foster

cooperation in various areas, including trade,

technology, energy, transport, tourism, fisheries,

security, counterterrorism, disaster management, and

energy. 

Thailand, which currently holds the chairmanship of

BIMSTEC, initially planned to host the summit at the

end of November, with invitations extended to all

member country leaders, including Myanmar's junta

leader, Min Aung Hlaing.  

Since the military coup in Myanmar in 2021, many

foreign governments, including members of the

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), have

excluded Myanmar's regime leader from high-level

summits and meetings. However, some countries, like

Russia, have maintained engagement with the junta

despite calls for boycotts by civil society organizations. 

In a related development, air force chiefs from

Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Singapore did

not attend a conference held in Myanmar's capital,

Naypyitaw, in September, while counterparts from

Brunei, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam

participated in person. 

Thailand has engaged in bilateral talks with the

Myanmar junta in recent months, which has led to

divisions within the regional bloc. In July, Thailand's
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then-foreign minister disclosed that he had met with

Myanmar's ousted democracy leader, Aung San Suu

Kyi, marking her first-known meeting with a foreign

envoy since her detention following the 2021 coup.

[The Irrawaddy] [Myanmar Now]

Berlin ASEAN Committee holds sixth

meeting in Germany

(km) The Vietnamese Embassy in Germany hosted the

sixth meeting of the Berlin ASEAN Committee (BAC)

and a seminar on ASEAN's position in regional and

global architecture in Berlin, Germany, on October 5.

This event was organized during Vietnam's term of

Chairmanship of the Berlin ASEAN Committee.

(VietnamPlus)

During the meeting, Ambassador Vu Quang Minh and

other ASEAN ambassadors discussed the committee's

recent activities, including events celebrating the 55th

founding anniversary of ASEAN. They also deliberated

on international and regional issues and planned

upcoming activities for the committee. The

ambassadors agreed to collaborate closely to

strengthen ASEAN-Germany and ASEAN-Europe

relations and bolster the bloc's international role. 

The seminar focused on global challenges, potential

conflicts, and preventive measures. Participants

emphasized the vital role of ASEAN in ensuring peace

and stability in the Asia-Pacific region and globally.

Bangladesh gets first uranium shipment

from Russia for nuclear power plant

(ps/lm) Bangladesh has received its first shipment of

Russian uranium fuel for its inaugural nuclear power

plant, marking it as the 33rd country globally to

generate nuclear energy. During a video conference

with Russian President Vladimir Putin, Bangladesh's

Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, celebrated the event as

a moment of pride and joy for the nation, calling it a

"nuclear fuel delivery ceremony."

Bangladesh is constructing two nuclear power plants in

collaboration with Russia's state-owned atomic

company, Rosatom. The majority of the USD 12.65

billion project is funded through a Russian loan,

repayable over 28 years with a 10-year grace period.

The construction of the Rooppur nuclear plant, located

west of Dhaka, faced delays due to COVID-19
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pandemic restrictions and Western sanctions against

Russia following its Ukraine invasion.

While the first unit of the plant, with a capacity of 2,400

megawatts, was initially expected to begin operations

in July next year, the timeline has been pushed back.

However, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov

assured Bangladesh of Moscow's commitment to

completing the project on schedule despite the

challenges posed by Western sanctions.

Bangladesh has faced electricity shortages due to

erratic weather, financial constraints in paying for fuel

imports, declining foreign currency reserves, and a

weakened national currency. The country relies heavily

on imported gas for electricity generation, and the

prices have surged since Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

[Al Jazeera] [France24]

Pre-election observer mission from US-

based institutions arrives in Bangladesh

(ps) A joint mission by the National Democratic

Institute (NDI) and the International Republican

Institute (IRI) has begun assessing the status of election

preparations in Bangladesh. During their visit from

October 8 to 12, a six-member delegation will engage

with various election stakeholders, including

government officials, political party leaders, election

authorities, and civil society representatives. [Dhaka

Tribune]

The mission will culminate in a statement containing

key findings, pre-election environment analysis, and

practical recommendations to enhance the credibility

of the electoral process and boost citizen confidence.

NDI and IRI are nonpartisan, nongovernmental

organizations dedicated to supporting and

strengthening democratic institutions and practices

worldwide, with a rich history of observing elections in

over 50 countries.

Cambodia-Japan: Tokyo temporarily stops

accepting technical trainees from three

Cambodian organizations

(dql) Japan’s Immigration Services Agency has

suspended accepting technical trainees sent by three

organizations in Cambodia for at least six months

beginning in November.
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The move comes after many trainees sent from those

three organizations fled their workplaces.

According to the agency, the number of foreign

trainees who went missing stood at more than 9,000 in

2022, the second highest number on record. [Khmer

Times]

US Senators visit China

(ga) US Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and

Senator Mike Crapo led a bipartisan delegation of

senators to China last week, the first US congressional

delegation to visit since 2019. Three Democrats and

three Republicans took part in the trip, which started

on October 7 in Shanghai. [CNBC]

The US-China relationship has been tense in spite of

efforts at dialogues, most visibly from the US side with

numerous high-level visits to China. Schumer said that

he planned to speak about business ties, human

rights, the fentanyl problem, China’s role in the

international community, and areas for cooperation

between the two countries. [CNBC]

This trip follows a number of visits by senior US

officials to China this year and will potentially lay the

groundwork for Chinese President Xi Jinping to meet

with US President Joe Biden in the US in November at

the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in San

Francisco. [CNBC]

In Shanghai the delegation met with Chen Jining, the

Chinese Communist Party’s chief official for Shanghai.

During that meeting Schumer accused Chinese

companies of “fuelling the fentanyl crisis that is

poisoning communities across the United States,”

although he suggested that “this is not the government

but this is Chinese companies.” [France 24]

Schumer also said that “many of our constituents feel

that in instances China does not treat American

companies fairly,” and spoke about creating a level

playing field for businesses from both countries to

compete economically. [Reuters 1]

Following their visit to Shanghai, the group met

Chinese President Xi Jinping, Chinese Foreign Minister

Wang Yi, the head of the Chinese Parliament, and

China’s Minister of Commerce at the Great Hall of the

People in Beijing. [AP] [NBC]

Schumer and Xi met privately for 80 minutes, longer

than the expected hour-long meeting. The dialogue
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between the two sides which was publicly discussed

included US concerns over fair business competition,

Chinese concerns over US restrictions on trade and

technology transfers, what role the Chinese

government and Chinese businesses could play in

easing the US fentanyl crisis, and Chinese support for

Russia’s war against Ukraine. [AP] [Reuters 2]

While in Beijing, Schumer also publicly criticized the

Chinese government for not making a stronger

statement condemning the attack on Israel by Hamas

which began last week. [AP]

On October 4 in advance of the visit, a Chinese Foreign

Ministry spokesperson said that “We hope this visit will

contribute to a more objective understanding of China

in the US Congress, increase dialogue and

communication between the legislatures of our two

countries, and add positive factors to the growth of

China-US relations”. [Chinese Foreign Ministry]

The delegation will visit South Korea and Japan this

week following their visit to China. [CNBC]

Former US Army sergeant charged with

spying for China

(ga) Former US Army Sergeant Joseph Daniel Schmidt

was arrested on October 6 on charges of attempting to

transmit national defense information to the Chinese

government and retaining national defense

information.

Schmidt allegedly looked to provide both classified

information and “information that would assist a

foreign adversary to gain access to Department of

Defense secure computer networks.” Schmidt was a

part of the US military from 2015 to 2020, after which

he “allegedly reached out to the Chinese Consulate in

Turkey and later, the Chinese security services via

email offering information”. He also traveled to Hong

Kong in March 2020 where he is alleged to have

continued to try to provide classified information to

Chinese intelligence services.

Schmidt was previously posted at Joint Base Lewis-

McChord in Washington state, where he was part of

the 109th Military Intelligence Battalion. [US

Department of Justice]

US sanctions Chinese firms over

supporting Russian military
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(ga) The US Department of Commerce’s Bureau of

Industry and Security announced on October 6 that it

was adding 42 Chinese companies and seven entities

from other countries to its ‘Entity List’, which prohibits

US businesses from doing business with those

companies without a license from the US government.

The companies were added to the Entity List “for

providing support to Russia’s military and/or defense

industrial base”.

Specifically, these entities are said to have supplied

Russian consignees linked to the Russian defense

sector with U.S.-origin integrated circuits after March 1,

2023. The circuits described by the US Department of

Commerce are used in missiles and drones which need

precision guidance systems. [Reuters] [US Department

of Commerce]

The Chinese Ministry of Commerce said in response

that “China resolutely opposes the move of the U.S.

Commerce Department,” calling it a “typical act of

economic coercion and unilateral bullying.” [Xinhua]

Kenyan President seeks debt

restructuring with China

(ga) Kenyan President William Ruto will, according to

an interview given by Deputy President Rigathi

Gachahua on October 6, ask China for a USD 1 billion

loan to finish financing road construction projects on

his upcoming trip to China. Ruto is also planning to ask

China to extend the timelines for repayment on its

existing loans.

Kenya owes more than USD 8 billion to China, most of

which was accrued under former Kenyan President

Uhuru Kenyatta and was focused on infrastructure

development. China is Kenya’s largest unilateral lender,

second only to the World Bank.

As part of the Belt and Road Initiative, China has

financed infrastructure projects such as the

construction of a railway line and a port terminal in

Kenya.

Kenya is paying approximately half of its annual

revenue to service its debts, putting significant

financial strain on the country. [Africanews] [Barron’s]

[Reuters]

China-Taiwan: Four Taiwanese firms

under investigation for allegedly
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supplying Huawei

(ms) Taiwanese Minister of Economic Affairs Wang Mei-

hua announced on October 6 that four Taiwanese

firms are under investigation on suspicion of having

sold sensitive technology and equipment to Chinese

tech giant Huawei in violation of Taiwanese and U.S.-

led export sanctions.

The four companies involved are said to be

semiconductor material reseller Topco Scientific Co;

cleanroom constructor L&K Engineering Co;

construction and design firm United Integrated

Services Co. and chemical supply system provider Cica-

Huntek Chemical Technology Taiwan Co.

Triggered by a report from Bloomberg, accusations

arose against the companies for assisting China in the

construction of a nationwide network for the

production of semiconductors. The allegations come

especially in light of the surprise unveiling of Huawei’s

new smartphone flagship Mate 60, in early September,

which is said to be equipped with a 5G processor

despite ongoing sanctions. This raised the question of

how China got the technology needed for its

production [see AiR No. 36, September/2023, 1].

[Bloomberg]

Addressing the specific allegations, Wang said that the

companies merely helped construct “wastewater and

environmental protection equipment” for Huawei’s

factories, but she nevertheless stood by the

investigation, which carries fines of the equivalent of

USD 777,000 for violations. [ABC News] [CNN] [Taipei

Times]

Ongoing China-Philippines dispute in

South China Sea

(ic) On October 4, Philippine naval forces manage to

complete a resupply to the BRP Sierra Madre, an LST-

542-class tank landing ship, in Ayungin Shoal despite

harassment. Ships resupplying this isolated outpost

have been harassed regularly by Chinese ships for a

long time, but tensions between China and the

Philippines have been particularly high ever since the

Philippines removed a 300m-long barrier that Chinese

forces had laid out in September. [Philstar] [USNI

News]

The China Coast Guard issued a statement the same

day condemning the resupply efforts, stating that it

“firmly opposes the illegal delivery of construction
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materials by the Philippines to the illegally grounded

warship.” [China Coast Guard]

Australian agencies conclude China

decoupling “impossible”

(ic) Over the past eight years, three separate internal

studies have been conducted across branches of

Australian government and even across

administrations – Tony Abbott, Scott Morrison, and

Anthony Albanese had each commissioned one – all of

them with the goal of studying whether Australia

would be able to ever fully diversify its supply chains

away from China. China is the primary importer of

Australia’s main export goods. [South China Morning

Post]

This is likely to tone down the aggressiveness with

which Australia enacts diversification, although it will

still seek to diversify its supply chains to a degree, for

example to ASEAN, nevertheless. [Voice of America]

China calls for Israel-Hamas ceasefire

(ic) At a regular press conference on October 8, when

asked about China’s position regarding the conflict

between Israel and Palestinian militant organizations

in the Gaza strip, a Ministry of Foreign Affairs

spokesperson called for an immediate end to

hostilities and, in the long term, a two-state solution

through peace talks between Israel and an

independent Palestine. [CNBC] [Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, China] This statement was noticeably

strengthened from a milder version after US Senate

majority leader Chuck Schumer expressed his

dissatisfaction with the previous statement. [The Hill]

Belgium investigates Alibaba presence at

airport

(ic) Belgian authorities are currently investigating risks

around the activities of Chinese Alibaba Group Holding

at its main European logistics center at Liège Airport in

order to secure against potential espionage. An analyst

supporting this move stated that the presence of

Chinese companies in the European supply chain

provided information on their vulnerabilities. [Reuters]

[The Guardian] The Chinese embassy in Belgium has

labeled these moves “extremely unserious and
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irresponsible”, arguing that they only serve to politicize

trade and economic matters. [Embassy of China in

Belgium]

Tiananmen critic granted asylum in

Canada

(ic) Chinese dissident Chen Siming, who is notable for

his remembrance of the Tiananmen Square Incident

on 4 June 1989, has been at Taipei’s Taoyuan

International Airport since September 22. He had

originally fled China in July when human rights lawyer

Lu Siwei was detained, claiming on arrival in Thailand

that he had been granted interim asylum status by the

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR). He has been granted Canadian asylum after

two weeks of waiting, arriving in Vancouver on October

7. [Taipei Times] [The Guardian]

Chinese fund managers looking to source

capital from Middle East

(ic) Seven China equity funds that manage over US$500

billion together have informed Reuters that they

traveled to the Middle East to raise funds in 2023.

Three of these funds had not done so before. This

move was likely prompted by the move on the part of

the West to “de-risk” from China, leading to Western

investors pulling out from China. As Chinese hedge

funds hold more than half the market share in Asia, a

decrease in available capital would likely lead to

broader regional impacts. [Reuters]

China has been stepping up its efforts to engage with

the Middle East over 2023, as they believe Middle

Eastern investors are the friendliest investor group to

China at the moment. The 2023 Belt and Road Summit

held in Hong Kong this year mirrored this focus on

courting Middle Eastern investment. [Nikkei Asian

Review]

British and Chinese pharmaceutical giants

sign shingles vaccine deal

(ga) China’s largest vaccine company, Chongqing Zhifei

Biological Products, Ltd. (Zhifei), has agreed to pay USD

3.1 billion for the exclusive right to distribute in China

the shingles vaccine of GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), a British
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pharmaceutical company. [GlaxoSmithKline] [Reuters]

[Shares Magazine]

The vaccine in the deal is called Shingrix and is GSK’s

highest selling medicine. [Reuters]

This deal will triple the availability of the vaccine in

China, becoming available in more than 30,000

locations, up from the current 9,500; rollout will begin

on January 1, 2024. [GlaxoSmithKline] [Reuters]

Commenting on the deal, GSK’s Chief Commercial

Officer Luke Miels highlighted Zhifei’s strengths of

distribution capability and its past track record of

working with western companies to deliver vaccines

within China. [Reuters]

Miels noted that the deal was for three years initially

but would likely be extended as the market for the

vaccines matures. [Reuters]

GSK is also looking to use the partnership as a

potential springboard for the introduction of other GSK

products to China such as a respiratory syncytial virus

(RSV) vaccine called Arexvy. [GlaxoSmithKline]

India, Brazil conducts their sixth Trade

Monitoring Mechanism meeting

(hp) The sixth meeting of India-Brazil Trade Monitoring

Mechanism (TMM) was held from October 1 to October

4. The Secretary, Department of Commerce, Ministry of

Commerce & Industry attended the meeting in Brazil

and was accompanied by a delegation of 20

businessmen and industrialists, representing the

Confederation of Indian Industry.

The Indian delegation engaged with the members of

organizations such as the Confederation of Industries

of Brazil, the Commercial Association of Sao Paulo, the

Federation of Industries of the State of Sao Paulo

(FIESP) among others. The Indian secretary and his

Brazilian counterpart held talks for strengthening

bilateral ties, emphasizing on trade and investment.

The session concluded with an interactive session

between the participants of both the countries which

aimed towards fostering a better and closer

relationship in the business community and identifying

various trade opportunities in Brazil and India. The

Indian secretary invited the Brazilian industries to

become a part in the growing supply chain. [Press

Information Bureau] [Mint] [The Economic Times]
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India, United Arab Emirates sign MoU at

eleventh meeting of high-level task force

on investments

(hp) The Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry

and the UAE Ministry of Industry and Advanced

Technology signed a Memorandum of Understanding

(MoU) on October 6 to join their hands and cooperate

in the fields of advanced technology and development

of industries.

The main objective of the MoU is to facilitate the

development of industries in both the countries

through extensive use of technology, capital formation

through joint efforts and mutual coordination. Another

aim of the MoU is to strengthen the supply chain

resilience of industries, work towards bringing

efficiency of renewable energy sources, having a

breakthrough in artificial intelligence (AI) and

collaborating on space research and missions. The

terms and conditions of the MoU state that it will be in

effect from the date of its signature and will continue

for three years, after which it will be renewed for the

same period till one of the parties decides to terminate

the agreement. [The Economic Times]

To build supply chain resilience India and the UAE will

work together to find raw material supply

opportunities. They will also offer best practices in

industrial enabling and incentivizing industrial growth

and development, such as in energy, land, CAPEX,

OPEX, technology, and manpower. In the field of

energy, the UAE and India have aimed to advance

energy storage technologies, Smart Grid and IoT

implementation, and renewable energy and energy

efficiency research and development. In AI, both

countries will cooperate to deploy AI in different

sectors such as health, space, energy and supply

chains, along with enhancing their machine learning in

the priority sectors.

A major step for India-UAE relations in MoU is the

deployment of 4IR technologies in data processing, for

the development of machine-to-machine control

systems, enlargement of autonomous robotics and

categorization of additive manufacturing in key

prioritized industries. Along with the MoU, India and

the UAE also signed the agreement for National

Payments Corporation of India's (NPCI) to develop a

UAE Domestic Card Stack like India’s RuPay. This will

enable India to implement its RuPay card system in the

UAE and will allow the UAE cards to function in India

easily. [Khaleej Times] [DD News]
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The signing of the MoU is in line with the UAE-India

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement

(CEPA), which aims to strengthen the country's status

as a trade and logistics hub. It was during the eleventh

meeting of the UAE-India High Level Joint Task Force on

Investments, that the agreement was inked. [Zawya]

India raises concerns over pro-Khalistan

activities in United Kingdom

(hp) The protest in front of the Indian High

Commission in London on October 2 has distressed

India and forced it to raise concerns over the

increasing number of anti-India activities in the UK by

Khalistani separatists. [Times of India]

During the demonstration in front of the Indian High

Commission, Khalistan supporters raised anti-India

slogans which lasted for two hours. The activists

highlighted the death of a Khalistani leader, Bhai Avtar

Singh Khanda, alleging the Indian government to be

behind his sudden demise. The protest was organized

after the heated tensions between Canada and India,

where the former accused the latter of killing a

Khalistani leader.

This is the second instance of Khalistani terrorists

attacking the Indian representatives in the UK.

Previously, the Indian High Commissioner was barred

from entering a Gurudwara in Scotland by some Sikh

nationalists. The Indian Ministry of External Affairs

(MEA) expressed its concerns over the anti-India

sentiment and the insult ensued to India's tricolor flag.

According to some officials, the MEA has conveyed to

the UK that the perpetrators of such activities must be

arrested. [Outlook India] [Firstpost]

October 2 marks the birth anniversary of Mahatma

Gandhi, a freedom fighter and leader during India’s

struggle for independence from British colonial rule,

and therefore the day holds special significance in

India.

India, Iran narrow differences on long-

term project of Chabahar Port

(hp) India and Iran have made progress in narrowing

differences on a proposed 10-year pact for operations

at the strategic Chabahar Port. The pact, which has

been under negotiation, is expected to be signed after

receiving political clearance from both sides. The two
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countries are also exploring ways to "recharge" the

rupee vostro account held by the Iranian side to

facilitate Indian exports of commodities like rice, tea,

and pharmaceuticals.

One of the major issues that had delayed the

agreement was related to the jurisdiction for

arbitration, but the two sides have made progress in

narrowing the gap on this issue. They are now

considering the option of arbitration in a location like

Dubai.

Additionally, India and Iran are looking to promote

trade in local currencies, such as rupees and rials, to

revive their commerce, which has been impacted by

United States and Western sanctions on Iran.

Recharging the vostro account and enabling trade in

local currencies could help overcome some of the

challenges posed by these sanctions. [Maritime

Gateway] [Hindustan Times]

India confirms Afghan Embassy still

operating

(lf) India’s Ministry of External Affairs confirmed on

October 6 that the Embassy of Afghanistan in New

Delhi was still operating at regular capacity as far as it

was aware. It also confirmed that Afghanistan’s

consulates operating in Mumbai and Hyderabad were

also still being used by government personnel.  [Indian

Express] [Arab News]

Confusion arose after Afghan Embassy staff in New

Delhi announced that they would be ceasing

operations at the end of September, citing a lack of

support from Afghanistan’s government. Most of the

staff were appointed by the nation’s previous regime,

which has since gone into exile following the collapse

of the nation in 2021 into the hands of the Taliban.

However, the nation’s representatives in Mumbai and

Hyderabad confirmed that they would continue

operating, causing confusion amongst Indian

authorities.

Australia agrees to settlement on

wrongfully imprisoned Indonesian minors

(ss) The Australian government has agreed to a

payment of a total of USD 17 million to over 120
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Indonesians who were wrongfully tried as adults and

imprisoned while they were minors.  

The payment is part of a settlement in a class action

suit that is tied to Australia’s asylum seeker policies. 

Between 2009 and 2012, the majority of applicants

were detained on Christmas Island or in Darwin after

arriving on people-smuggling vessels. The Australian

government used a discredited wrist X-ray analysis to

determine the ages of the minors and imprisoned

anyone they believed to be older than 18 years old.

[BBC]

Japan-Brunei: Foreign ministers hold

bilateral talks 

(dql) Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa met

with Brunei’s Minister of Foreign Affairs II Dato Seri

Setia Awang Erywan Mohd Yusof Bandar Seri Begawan

on October 9 to hold bilateral talks. 

The meeting was part of her Southeast Asian tour that

is leading her also to Vietnam, Laos and Thailand this

week.  

During the talks, the two ministers agreed to further

deepen economic relations and advance cooperation

in various other sectors, such as energy and LNG trade,

climate change, and security sector, including maritime

security. They also reaffirmed their commitment to

working together to maintain the high standards of the

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-

Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).  

Kamikawa, for her part, further suggested to cooperate

towards diversifying Brunei’s economy and industry,

with Erwan expressing appreciation for Tokyo’s efforts

to this end. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan]  

Japan-US: Accelerated procurement of US

Tomahawk missiles

(ic) Minister of Defense Kihara Minoru met with his

American counterpart, Secretary Lloyd Austin, on

October 4. There, he announced that Japan’s

procurement process for US Tomahawk cruise missiles

would begin in 2025 rather than in 2026. These

missiles are intended to provide Japan with

counterstrike capabilities, a goal outlined in 2022.

[Asahi Shinbun] [Eurasian Times] 
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Soon after this information was released, Chinese

military experts took to Chinese media, warning that “if

Japan dares to launch attacks on other countries at

sea, its own territory will also become a target for

retaliation, therefore, Japan should not miscalculate

and think that it can use weapons and equipment

without facing consequences”. [Global Times] 

Laos, Russia to revive direct flight route

(ws) On October 2, the Lao Head of the Party Central

Committee for External Relations, Thongsavanh

Phomvihane, held a meeting with a Russian delegation

to discuss about strengthening economic cooperation,

with a notable focus on the potential establishment of

a direct flight route between Vientiane and Moscow. 

During the meeting, both parties expressed a keen

interest in strengthening bilateral trade, increasing

investments, and promoting tourism. A specific point

of interest was the proposed Moscow-Vientiane flight

route, which is anticipated to attract more Russian

tourists to Laos, subsequently contributing to

increased revenue and job opportunities. 

Previously, Laos and Russia had operated a direct flight

route serviced by Ural Airlines, flying from Vladivostok

to Vientiane Capital. However, this route was

discontinued in February 2023 due to limited demand

and financial constraints. Recently, Ural Airlines has

announced the resumption of flights from Vladivostok

to Vientiane Capital as part of its winter schedule.

[Laotian Times] 

Laos-Brunei: Relations elevated to

strategic partnership during state visit

(ws) President Thongloun Sisoulith welcomed His

Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkhiah of Brunei

Darussalam to Laos for a state visit from October 2-4,

marking the 30th anniversary of their diplomatic ties.

Following this state visit, both nations have agreed to

elevate their relationship to a strategic partnership. 

After a series of discussions aimed at assessing their

bilateral relations and cooperation, as well as exploring

prospects for future collaboration, both sides reached

a consensus to upgrade their relationship to a strategic

partnership.  

This partnership will primarily focus on areas where

both nations possess significant potential, including
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sustainable agriculture, export-oriented production,

and transportation services. Laos, owing to its

landlocked position, is increasingly becoming a crucial

land link connecting Southeast Asia and China, driven

by the Laos-China railway project. [Vientiane Times] 

Indonesian forest fires cause tension with

Malaysia

(ga) On October 6, Indonesia denied that ongoing

forest and peat fires from the islands of Sumatra and

Borneo were causing the haze seen in Malaysia last

week.  

Forest and peat fires happen every year in Indonesia

and the smoke frequently spreads to Singapore,

Malaysia, and Thailand. These fires are typically caused

by palm oil and paper plantations in Indonesia using

fires to clear land.  

Indonesian Environment and Forestry Minister Siti

Nurbaya Bakar said, “Until now there is no

transboundary haze. No cross-border smoke. I don’t

know what basis Malaysia uses to make these

statements”.  

On October 5, Malaysia entreated Indonesia to take

action to improve air quality–Malaysian Minister of

Natural Resources, Environment and Climate Change,

Nik Nazmi Nik Ahmad, said that he had sent a letter to

his Indonesian counterpart stating, “We cannot keep

going back to having haze as something normal”. 

Nik also reached out to the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations about preventing the recurrence of the

haze. Many people have had to work and study from

home near the areas affected by the smoke due to

poor air quality. [AP] [Reuters 1] 

Indonesia said on October 6 that it was “dousing forest

fires with water sprayed from helicopters and inducing

rain through cloudseeding” in response to criticisms of

its handling of the fires. [Reuters 2] 

Malaysian Prime Ministrer visits UAE,

announces joint energy project

(ga) Following his visit to the United Arab Emirates

(UAE) on October 5-6, Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar

Ibrahim announced that Malaysia and the UAE agreed

to create ten gigawatts’ worth of renewable energy
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capacity in Malaysia by 2025, worth approximately USD

8 billion.  

The project will unfold between the Malaysian

Investment Development Authority and the Abu Dhabi

Future Energy Company PJSC. Alongside the energy

project, the UAE committed to investment of a further

USD 450 million in the logistics industry and USD 150

million in the aerospace industry. [Reuters] [The Star] 

The UAE has invested roughly USD 390 million in

Malaysia so far, primarily in manufacturing projects.

[Free Malaysia Today] 

While in the UAE, Anwar met with UAE President

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, alongside

ministers covering economic affairs, trade and

investment, the UAE’s sovereign wealth fund, and

leaders of companies. [The Star] 

1MDB banker extradited to Malaysia to

face charges

(ga/mw) Former Goldman Sachs banker Roger Ng, a

Malaysian national, was extradited last week to

Malaysia from the United States, where he was

charged in connection with the 1MDB scandal, which

saw USD 4.5 billion embezzled from the Malaysian

sovereign wealth fund 1MDB.  

Ng will face charges in Malaysia and will, upon his

return to the US, have to serve the ten-year prison

sentence handed down following his conviction.

[Reuters] 

The extradition follows a formal request by Malaysia’s

government in mid-September [see AiR No. 37,

September/2023, 2]. 

Chief US District Judge Margo Brodie ordered Ng's

surrender to the US Marshals Service for extradition to

Malaysia.  

Tim Leissner, a former Goldman boss, was also

involved, with his sentencing scheduled for March 19,

2024. Malaysian financier Jho Low, the suspected

mastermind, remains at large.  

Goldman settled in 2020, agreeing to pay USD 2.9

billion and having its Malaysian unit plead guilty to a

corruption charge. Ng was arrested in Malaysia in

November 2018 and later agreed to extradition to the

United States. [CNA] 
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Mongolia President visits France 

(dql) Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa is

visiting France this week from October 10-14. 

He is scheduled to meet with French President

Emmanuel Macron, President of the French Senate

Gérard Larcher, and Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo.  

The visit comes at the invitation of Macron.

[Montsame] 

Indonesian companies deny accusations

of selling weapons to Myanmar

(wn/dql) DEFEND ID Indonesia’s state-owned defense

holdings company has rejected allegations by human

rights activists that weapons have been sold by its

units to Myanmar’s military in violation of bans on

arms supplies to the junta-ruled country. 

The company declared only sports ammunition

products were exported to Myanmar in 2016 for a

regional shooting contest by its firearms subsidiary, PT

Pindad, while no cooperation or sales agreements

between aircraft maker PT Dirgantara Indonesia and

shipbuilder PAL Indonesia and Myanmar exist. 

The company’s statement came in response to

allegations made by a group of plaintiffs, led by former

Indonesian Attorney General Marzuki Darusman and

including the Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO)

and the Myanmar Accountability Project. The three

subsidiaries are accused of selling assault rifles,

handguns, ammunition, combat vehicles and other

equipment to the Burmese military over the last

decade, including possibly after the February 2021

coup. 

The group has called on the National Human Rights

Commission to launch an investigation and refer the

case to a human rights court in case of sufficient

evidence of serious violations. [Radio Free Asia] 

Nearly 200 Burmese workers arrested in

Malaysia

(wn) Malaysian authorities have conducted a series of

arrests and searches since September, mainly
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targeting foreigners.  

Several individuals from Myanmar have been detained

for working illegally during the ongoing inspection.

Burmese labor aid workers estimate that almost 200

individuals have been arrested for illegal residence

since the end of September. 

Many Burmese workers in Malaysia fell victim to job

scams due to the political situation in Myanmar after

the coup d'état. 

UNHCR reports the 183,000 refugees and asylum

seekers are in Malaysia as of August 2023, with

150,000 of them coming from Myanmar. [RFA

Burmese] 

Myanmar-Thailand: Thai government

donates for border health projects

(wn) The Thai government donated THB 3.6 million

(USD 100,000) to UNICEF for public healthcare

programs along the Thai-Myanmar border.  

Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand Parnpre Bahiddha

Nukara, who is also the Minister of Foreign Affairs,

presented a donation to UNICEF Thailand

Representative Kyungsun Kim for use in UNICEF's

humanitarian work in Myanmar. 

UNICEF representative Kyungsun announced that the

donations will be allocated towards vaccinating

children in the Karen and Karenni regions, as well as

water, sanitation, and nutrition programs. [VOA

Burmese] 

Nepal-India security group discusses

bilateral defense cooperation

(na) The 15th meeting of the Nepal-India Bilateral

Consultative Group on Security Issues (BCGSI) took

place in Nepal. During the discussions, both countries

addressed mutual security concerns, defense supplies,

joint military exercises, and disaster management

cooperation.

The Nepali delegation, led by the Joint Secretary from

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, met with the Indian

delegation, led by the Joint Secretary from the Ministry

of External Affairs. This meeting serves as a vital

platform for promoting defense and security

cooperation between India and Nepal. [My Republica]
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Spike in rail traffic at North Korea-Russia

border suggests arms supply, US think

tank reports

(tms) Recent satellite imagery has revealed a significant

increase in rail traffic along the North Korea-Russia

border, raising suspicions of arms supply from

Pyongyang to Moscow following discussions of deeper

military cooperation between the two nations.  

The Beyond Parallel Project, a US think tank affiliated

with the Center for Strategic and International Studies,

reported an "unprecedented" presence of

approximately 73 freight cars at the Tumangang Rail

Station in North Korea's border city of Rason. This level

of activity surpasses any observed in the past five

years, including pre-pandemic levels. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and Russian

President Vladimir Putin engaged in discussions of

military cooperation during a summit held in Russia's

Far East the previous month [see AiR No. 38,

September/2023, 3].  

While the extensive use of tarps on the rail cars makes

it difficult to confirm, the think tank suggests that the

surge in rail traffic likely indicates North Korea's

provision of arms and munitions to Russia.  

Such military cooperation has raised concerns from

the US and South Korea, as it potentially violates UN

sanctions against North Korea.  

There are worries that Moscow may seek ammunition

from North Korea to support its activities in Ukraine,

while Pyongyang could receive technological assistance

for its satellite and missile programs.  

North Korea has defended its cooperation with Russia,

deeming it "natural" and "normal" for neighboring

nations to maintain close relations. [Reuters]

Pakistan orders undocumented migrants

to leave by November or get deported

(kr/mha) Pakistan has issued an order for all

undocumented immigrants, primarily comprising

approximately 1.7 million Afghan nationals, to leave

the country voluntarily by November or face

deportation. Additionally, starting from November 1,
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Islamabad will restrict entry to Afghans with valid

passports and visas. [Al Jazeera]

These measures were implemented due to heightened

tensions along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, with

Islamabad attributing attacks to operatives based in

Afghanistan. The Taliban government in Kabul has

called on Islamabad to reconsider these actions and

denied providing refuge to militants targeting Pakistan.

[bbc]

While international law allows the right to seek refuge,

Pakistan has hosted hundreds of thousands of Afghan

refugees over the years. Of these, about 1.3 million are

registered as refugees, while another 880,000 have

legal status. A taskforce has also been established to

identify and seize assets of "illegal" Afghan residents.

Afghan officials report that local authorities have

already started detaining Afghans, both with and

without legal status.

Following Pakistan’s announcement to repatriate

Afghan nationals, the UN’s refugee and migration

agencies together appealed to Islamabad on October 7

to continue protecting those who sought safety in the

country and could be “at imminent risk if forced to

return”. [UN News]

Increased terrorist attacks put strain on

Pakistan-Afghanistan ties; foreign

ministers meet

(lm) Pakistan's special representative on Afghanistan,

Asif Durrani, has expressed concerns about increased

terrorist attacks originating from Afghanistan and their

impact on Pakistan's stability. While acknowledging

that the Taliban has brought peace and security to

Afghanistan, Durrani highlighted that Pakistan is facing

a surge in attacks from the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan

(TTP), an alliance of militant networks formed in 2007,

sheltering on Afghan soil. He emphasized the need for

the Taliban to contribute to peace in border areas by

either returning TTP militants to Pakistan or

neutralizing them. [Voice of America]

In response to the recent militant violence, Pakistan

ordered all illegal immigrants, including over 1.7

million Afghans, to leave the country by November 1 or

face deportation, a move criticized by the Taliban [see

article in this edition]. On October 4, then, the

simmering tensions between the two countries led to

unprovoked killing of two Pakistani nationals by the

Afghan border force at the Chaman border crossing

[Tribune]
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Despite these tensions, Durrani characterized the

Pakistan-Afghanistan relationship as a symbiotic one

and stressed the need for collaborative efforts to

address regional challenges.

Meanwhile, Pakistani and Taliban foreign ministers

met during an international conference in China,

discussing bilateral trade and issues affecting Afghan

businessmen and refugees in Pakistan. The Taliban

cautioned against negative media statements and

trade hurdles, emphasizing the importance of mutual

ties. Additionally, Pakistan's recent restrictions on

Afghan transit trade have raised concerns, with the

Taliban urging their reversal to avoid harming bilateral

trade and transit cooperation, which includes

facilitating trade with landlocked Central Asian

countries through Afghanistan.

Pakistan, United States explore renewed

security cooperation after mosque

attacks

(kr) Recent terrorist attacks in Pakistan, including those

targeting mosques, have led to increased collaboration

between Washington and Islamabad in addressing the

challenge of militancy, according to analysts.

US Secretary of Defence Lloyd Austin and Pakistan

Army Chief Gen Asim Munir held a significant call-in

light of the security situation in Pakistan. While the US

statement about the call mentioned discussions on

mutual interests and regional developments, it comes

after Pakistan renewed a 15-year security cooperation

agreement in August, which had been dormant since

2020.

This renewal coincides with Pakistan facing security

threats from its neighbor and internal Taliban issues.

Additionally, relations between Islamabad and the new

Taliban regime in Kabul have been strained, with

border clashes and accusations of harboring militants.

The security cooperation between the two nations

dates back to 1954, and recent developments include

the US renewing maintenance contracts for Pakistan's

F-16 fighter jet fleet. However, there might be

conflicting standpoints as Pakistan partnered recently

with China, and US seem not to like the development.

[The National News]
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China urges Philippines to end

‘provocations’ in South China Sea

(lb/lm) China has issued a warning to the Philippines,

cautioning against further “provocations” at the Second

Thomas Shoal atoll in the South China Sea. [Reuters 1

China claims sovereignty over a large part of the South

China Sea, including areas also claimed by the

Philippines. The recent tensions have been focused on

the Second Thomas Shoal, known as Ayungin in the

Philippines and Renai Reef by China. Beijing argues

that Manila has no legal basis for sovereignty claims

over Renai Reef, emphasizing its historical position on

the issue. 

However, the Philippines has been sending supplies to

its troops stationed on a grounded World War Two-era

transport ship-turned-military outpost at the shoal,

leading to repeated actions by the China Coast Guard

to block these resupply missions. On October 5, China

condemned a mission by four Philippine ships to re-

supply troops on the Second Thomas Shoal, saying the

vessels had entered its waters in the Spratly Islands

without its permission. [Reuters 2]

Beijing also responded to statements by the the Armed

Forces of the Philippines, which called China's claim of

"indisputable sovereignty" over the "West Philippine

Sea" disputable and its actions irresponsible. [Ministry

of foreign affairs of the People's Republic of China]

Philippines, Namibia seek trade,

agriculture and technical cooperation

(lb) The Philippines and Namibia have agreed to

strengthen their bilateral ties, focusing on trade and

industry, agriculture, technical cooperation, and the

welfare of their nationals. During the presentation of

credentials of Namibian Ambassador Herman Pule

Diamonds to President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., both

nations discussed the potential for cooperation, with

the Philippines offering assistance in developing

Namibia's agricultural sector through its expertise and

research institutions. Diamonds expressed Namibia's

interest in enhancing trade, investment, and technical

cooperation with the Philippines, recognizing the

opportunities for knowledge sharing and technological

advancements. Diplomatic relations between the two

countries were established in 1996, and they are

looking to diversify and expand their collaboration

further. [Philippine News Agency]
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Philippines, Malawi eye agriculture

cooperation, student exchange

(lb) The Philippines and Malawi have expressed their

commitment to strengthen bilateral ties, particularly in

the fields of agriculture and education. During a

meeting between President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.

and Malawi Ambassador Kwacha Chisiza, the

Philippines offered to assist Malawi in improving its

agricultural sector, especially rice production. Both

countries discussed the possibility of a student

exchange program, with Malawi keen on learning from

the Philippines' expertise. Ambassador Chisiza also

encouraged Filipino businesses to invest in various

sectors in Malawi. [Philippine News Agency]

Philippines, Qatar vow to work together

to combat climate change

(lb) The Philippines and Qatar have pledged to

collaborate on climate change initiatives and building

the capacity of key stakeholders to address climate

change impacts. This commitment was expressed

during discussions between the Climate Change

Commission (CCC) Vice Chairperson and Executive

Director Robert E.A. Borje and Qatar's envoy to Manila,

Ahmed Saad N. Al-Homidi. 

They highlighted potential areas of cooperation and

discussed the need for a formal agreement focusing

on technical assistance and policy development,

particularly in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in

Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). Qatar was also invited to

join the CCC's contact group, "Empowering Nurtured

Alliance for Climate Action and Transformation"

(ENACT), aimed at facilitating dialogue and sharing best

practices on climate-related issues. Both countries

emphasized the importance of strengthening

partnerships for transformative climate action.

[Philippine News Agency]

Philippines, Australia in talks for joint

maritime activities in South China Sea

(lb) The Philippines and Australia are considering joint

maritime activities in the South China Sea, potentially

including patrols, as a response to China's growing

assertiveness in the region. Foreign Affairs Secretary

Enrique Manalo mentioned that the two countries,
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which recently signed a Strategic Partnership

Agreement, aim to expand their maritime cooperation

through policy planning, practical engagement, and

capacity-building activities. [GMA]

In separate developments, the Philippine Army and

Australian Defense Forces will conduct joint counter-

terrorism drills and related exercises from October 16

to 27 in Palawan, Philippines, known as "Dawn Caracha

2023." This bilateral exercise aims to enhance the

interoperability of both forces and will focus on

counter-terrorism and special operations. 

Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister

Lawrence Wong on working visit to United

States

(lb) Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for

Finance Lawrence Wong is currently on a 11-day

working visit to the United States. During his trip, he

will visit a Republic of Singapore Air Force detachment

in Arizona, attend events in New York City, and hold

meetings with Cabinet secretaries and officials in

Washington. This visit will also include the launch of a

new Global Innovation Alliance node in New York and

discussions on enhancing bilateral cooperation in

emerging areas, as well as participation in dialogues on

critical and emerging technologies. [The Straits Times]

Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, Communications

and Information Minister Josephine Teo, and Minister

of State for Culture, Community and Youth and Trade

and Industry Alvin Tan are accompanying Wong on this

visit.  

Singapore, Vietnam co-chair 14th defense

policy dialogue

(lb) Vietnam and Singapore recently co-chaired the

14th defense policy dialogue, highlighting the

significance of 2023 as the 50th anniversary of their

diplomatic ties and 10 years of the strategic

partnership. During the dialogue, the two countries

discussed international and regional situations,

emphasizing the importance of ASEAN and ASEAN-led

mechanisms. [vov]

Vietnam reaffirmed its foreign policy of independence,

self-reliance, and peaceful resolution of differences

based on international law, including UNCLOS. The

defense cooperation between Vietnam and Singapore
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has yielded positive results, including mutual visits,

consultation mechanisms, training cooperation, and

more. They agreed to strengthen partnerships in areas

such as cybersecurity, military medicine, and defense

industry. Additionally, they signed a memorandum of

understanding on cooperation in humanitarian

assistance and disaster relief. 

Singapore, Latvia hold political

consultations on cooperation in

international organizations

(lb) Singapore and Latvia recently held political

consultations to discuss their cooperation in

international organizations and various global issues.

Topics covered during the consultations included

bilateral relations, development cooperation,

international challenges, Russia's war against Ukraine,

and the situation in the Indo-Pacific region. The Latvian

delegation also engaged with the head of the EU

Mission in Singapore, Latvian honorary consul, think

tank researchers, and ambassadors from partner

countries during the visit. [Baltic Times]

South Korea-Japan: Talks held to

strengthen bilateral relations 

(tms) South Korea and Japan engaged in vice-

ministerial talks in Seoul, focusing on bilateral relations

and regional issues, including North Korea’s growing

ties with Russia, marking a significant step in mending

relations after a prolonged period of tension over

historical disputes.  

The discussions occurred during a "strategic dialogue"

between South Korea’s First Vice Foreign Minister

Chang Ho-jin and his Japanese counterpart, Masataka

Okano – the first such talks in nine years. 

The vice ministers also discussed cooperation with

China, enhanced coordination with the United States

for global challenges, and expressed concerns about

North Korea's actions, stressing the importance of a

unified international response to its nuclear and

missile provocations, particularly in its relations with

Russia. [Ministry of Foreign Affairs, South Korea]

[Yonhap] 

The meeting took place on the same day Japan began

its second discharge of treated radioactive water from

the Fukushima nuclear power plant into the Pacific
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Ocean, a move South Korea views as having minimal

environmental impact (see entry in this edition). 

Bilateral relations have improved following South

Korea’s decision to independently compensate Korean

victims of Japanese wartime forced labor. In March,

President Yoon Suk Yeol visited Tokyo for summit talks

with Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, becoming the first

South Korean president to make a bilateral visit to

Japan in over a decade [see AiR No. 10, March/2023,

1]. 

South Korea-China: Aims to cultivate a

positive relationship amidst efforts to

mend ties

(tms) South Korea's Foreign Minister, Park Jin,

expressed a desire to establish a "healthy and mature"

relationship with China as Seoul seeks to improve

relations with its Asian neighbor.  

Park made these comments during a forum organized

by the ruling People Power Party, emphasizing the

importance of maintaining confident and resolute

diplomacy with China.  

Efforts are underway to revive the long-suspended

annual three-way summit between South Korea, China,

and Japan in Seoul later this year [see AiR No. 39,

September/2023, 4]. Park highlighted recent meetings

between South Korean and Chinese leaders as positive

steps in rebuilding ties. 

Park mentioned his warning against any military

cooperation or arms deals between Russia and North

Korea during his discussions with Russian Foreign

Minister Sergey Lavrov on the margins of multilateral

gatherings in Indonesia and India, emphasizing the

importance of regional peace and stability.  

He also noted that the improved bilateral relations

with Japan represent a significant change in South

Korea's diplomacy, driven by South Korea's

independent compensation of Korean victims of

Japan's wartime forced labor, leading to a resumption

of regular leader visits between the two countries.

[Yonhap] 

South Korea-Greece: Discussions held to

enhance cooperation in eco-friendly

shipbuilding and trade
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(tms) South Korea’s Industry Minister, Bang Moon-kyu,

held talks with Greece’s Deputy Foreign and Economic

Minister, Kostas Fragogiannis, to explore opportunities

for strengthening bilateral collaboration in eco-friendly

shipbuilding and overall economic endeavors.  

Bang emphasized the need for joint efforts to expand

trade, boost investments, and diversify trade

categories between the two nations.  

In 2022, bilateral trade between South Korea and

Greece amounted to USD 2.13 billion, down from USD

3.34 billion in 2021.  

Both countries are working on eco-friendly

shipbuilding technologies to meet stricter global

emission regulations set by the International Maritime

Organization, targeting a 50 percent reduction in

greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 compared to 2008

levels.  

South Korea also sought Greece’s support for hosting

the 2030 World Expo in Busan. [Yonhap] 

South Korea-Indonesia: Defense official

visits to address delayed payments for

joint fighter jet project

(tms) South Korea’s Defense Acquisition Program

Administration (DAPA) head, Eom Dong-hwan, has

embarked on a visit to Indonesia to resolve issues

regarding Jakarta's outstanding payments for a joint

fighter jet development initiative.  

The KF-21 project, initiated in 2015, has seen delays in

Indonesian payments, leading to concerns about its

commitment.  

Indonesia had agreed to cover approximately 20

percent of the project’s total cost of KRW 8.1 trillion

(approximately USD 5.99 billion) until 2026, in

exchange for technology transfer and the production

of 48 units within Indonesia.  

To date, Indonesia has paid around KRW 278.3 billion,

leaving a substantial outstanding amount of nearly

KRW 1 trillion. [Yonhap] 

South Korea-Sweden: Envoys discuss US

soldier's release and North Korea-Russia

military cooperation
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(tms) South Korea's top nuclear envoy, Kim Gunn, held

talks with Sweden's special envoy for the Korean

Peninsula, Peter Semneby, to discuss recent

developments related to the Korean Peninsula.  

They discussed the release of US soldier Pvt. Travis

King, who had voluntarily crossed into North Korea in

July and was released last month [see AiR No. 40,

October/2023, 1].  

Sweden has been providing consular support on North

Korean matters for the US due to the absence of

diplomatic relations between Washington and

Pyongyang.  

Additionally, the envoys exchanged views on the

apparent strengthening of military cooperation

between North Korea and Russia.  

Kim urged Sweden, known for its communication

channels with North Korea, to convey the international

community's stance on denuclearization to the North.  

Semneby expressed his commitment to close

cooperation with South Korea in his role as a special

envoy. [Yonhap] 

Sri Lankan envoy meets with Kenyan

prime minister to discuss depending

bilateral ties

(lf) Sri Lanka’s envoy to Kenya Kana Kananathan met

with the nation’s Prime Minister Musalia Mudavadi on

October 5 in order to discuss areas for mutual

collaboration and the deepening of bilateral ties

between the two countries. Kenya’s prime minister,

who is also the foreign minister following a cabinet

reshuffle on October 4, emphasized his enthusiasm

over the growing relationship with Sri Lanka, as both

representatives spoke. 

The two men discussed the potential for growing

cooperation in sustainability and transport. They also

highlighted international and regional concerns, as

Kenya’s sea border with the Indian Ocean has seen it

gain significance in light of growing attention being

placed on the sovereignty of the water in light of

increased incursions from Chinese vessels. Both

nation’s delivered messages of cooperation and

collaboration, whilst indicating a desire to work within

the Global South to strive for greater benefits for all

citizens. [Daily Mirror] 
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Sri Lankan High Commissioner meets with

Maldives President-elect Muizzu

(lf) Sri Lanka’s High Commissioner to the

Maldives Adam Maznavee Jaufer Sadiq met with the

nation’s President-elect Dr. Mohamed Muizzu on

October 7 to congratulate the leader on his successful

campaign. Speaking in the capital of the Maldives,

Malé, both men held a cordial discussion and

expressed their desire to continue exploring

collaboration and cooperation opportunities within

their bilateral relationship. 

The two men further spoke on matters of regional

interest, both countries being located in the Indian

Ocean. Sri Lanka and the Maldives find themselves

caught up in the regional power struggle between

India and China. Whilst Sri Lanka’s vulnerable

economic state, and debt to both nations, leave it in a

precarious position of balancing the interests of the

two nations, President-elect Muizzu has made no

secret of his preference for cooperation with China as

the country’s primary trade and development

partner. [Daily Mirror] [Raajje]

Taiwan-China: President Tsai calls peace

“only option” for Cross-Strait relations in

national address

(dql) In her national address, delivered on Oct. 10,

Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen affirmed peace was

the “only option” for cross-Taiwan Strait relations,

adding that maintaining the status quo was “the

largest common denominator for all sides,” and critical

to ensuring peace. 

She insisted that neither Beijing nor Taipei “can

unilaterally change the status quo. Differences across

the strait must be resolved peacefully.” 

She reaffirmed Taiwan’s readiness “to develop with the

Beijing authorities a mutually acceptable foundation

for interaction and a path to peaceful coexistence,”

while referring to Taiwan-US relations as “rock-solid”

and stressing an “unprecedented height” of “the

strength of international support for Taiwan.” [Office of

the President, Taiwan] [Newsweek] 

Taiwan-China: Taipei accuses Beijing of

manipulating election opinion polls
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(dql) According to Taiwanese National Security Bureau

(NSB) China is cooperating with survey research

companies to manipulate opinion polls for the

presidential and parliamentary elections scheduled for

January 13, 2024.  

The NSB cited “fake news” about political and social

issues and warned against Chinese invitations of

groups of local politicians to visit the country ahead of

the election.  

It also pointed to pressure exerted on Taiwanese

business people working in China to vote in a way

beneficial to Beijing when returning to Taiwan for the

elections. [Taiwan News] 

Meanwhile, the Taipei district prosecutor's office has

indicted the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the

Taiwan People’s Communist Party (TPCP) for political

infiltration and accepting financial support from the

Chinese Communist Party (CCP). [Time] [Radio Free

Asia] 

Thai authorities seize Indonesian

trawlers, arrest 40 crew members

(lm) On October 8, three Indonesian fishing boats were

seized, and all 40 crew members were arrested after

they were discovered fishing in Thai territorial waters

west of Phuket. [Bangkok Post]

China, Vietnam prepare for possible Hanoi

visit by President Xi next month

(km) Vietnamese and Chinese officials are reportedly

preparing for a potential visit by President Xi Jinping to

Hanoi at the end of October or early November,

following United States President Joe Biden's visit in

September. The visit, while not yet officially

announced, signifies the ongoing diplomatic

maneuvering in the region as both Beijing and

Washington seek to strengthen their relationships with

Hanoi. [Reuters]

Efforts are underway to craft a joint statement for the

visit. While both sides are discussing the use of the

phrase "community of common destiny," Vietnamese

officials are cautious about including it. China's foreign

minister Wang Yi is expected to visit Hanoi in mid-

October to help finalize the joint statement if sufficient

progress has been made. 
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Vietnam Coast Guard delegation visits

Japan for maritime safety, security

experience

(km) A Vietnam Coast Guard delegation visited the

Osaka Bay marine traffic center and patrol vessel

SETTSU of the Japan Coast Guard (JCG) on October 5 as

part of an exchange visit to Kobe city. [VietnamPlus]

The VCG delegation learned about the Osaka Bay

marine traffic center's system for managing and

monitoring waterway vehicles, which ensures traffic

safety, protects the marine environment, and protects

equipment and facilities at sea. The delegation also

visited the SETTSU, a 3,304 DWT ship responsible for

patrols to prevent piracy and armed robbery.   

Singapore, Vietnam hold 14th Defense

policy dialogue

(km) The 14th defense policy dialogue between

Vietnam and Singapore took place in Hanoi on October

5, chaired by Vietnamese Deputy Minister of National

Defence Sen. Lt. Gen. Hoang Xuan Chien and

Singaporean Permanent Secretary for Defence Chan

Heng Kee. Both sides discussed international and

regional situations, highlighting the role of ASEAN and

ASEAN-led mechanisms. 

The dialogue concluded with the signing of a

memorandum of understanding on cooperation in

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief between

the Office of the National Committee for Incident and

Disaster Response, Search and Rescue of Vietnam and

the Regional Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster

Relief Coordination Centre of Singapore.

[vietnamnews.vn]

Communist Party Vietnam delegation

attends conference on political parties,

new society in Mexico

(km) A delegation from the Communist Party of

Vietnam (CPV), led by Deputy Head of the Party Central

Committee's Commission for Internal Affairs Nguyen

Thai Hoc, attended an annual international conference

in Mexico City titled "political parties and a new

society." The event brought together over 600

delegates from more than 100 political parties and left-
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wing movements from 34 countries. It served as a

platform for global left-wing forces to share

information on their respective parties and countries,

as well as to exchange strategies for common goals

like peace, national independence, democracy,

cooperation, development, and social progress.

(VietnamPlus)

Belgium’s Chamber of Representatives

passes resolution in aid of Vietnamese

Agent Orange victims 

(km) The Belgian Chamber of Representatives on

October 5 passed a resolution expressing support for

Agent Orange (AO)/dioxin victims in Vietnam. The

resolution, submitted by Lawmaker André Flahaut in

December 2021, highlighted the devastating effects of

AO on Vietnamese people and the need for a "livable"

future for future generations. (VietnamPlus)

 

Announcements

 

 

Upcoming online events

12 October 2023 @ 9:00 – 10:15 a.m. (GMT-4),

Atlantic Council, USA

Applying an irregular warfare lens to

outer space

China and Russia use different tactics to erode the

United States military edge which include conducting

cyberattacks to disrupt small-satellite constellations,

targeting commercial assets in wartime, and

conducting proximity maneuvers to disrupt US and

allied space operations. The aim of the discussion is to

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-jtl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-jtr/


examine the space security landscape through an

irregular framework, considering how the United

States can build the capabilities and architectures

required to deter and defend against adversarial space

forces.

Learn more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

12 October 2023 @ 9:00 – 10:15 a.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

Strategic Landpower Dialogue: A

Conversation with General Charles Flynn

The discussion will explore challenges in the Indo-

Pacific, the role of U.S. Army Pacific in the region, and

General Flynn's vision for landpower in the joint force.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

12 October 2023 @ 4:00 - 5 p.m. (GMT+9), Asian

Development Bank, The Philippines

Book Launch: Fostering Resilient Global

Supply Chains Amid Risk and Uncertainty

The attention will be paid to the current trends in

global trade and the impact of global supply chain

disruptions and uncertainties on the global economy

across such areas as international trade and global

value chains, food and energy security, global supply

chain transformation, and digitalization for resilient

supply chains.

Learn more about the event at [Asian Development

Bank].

12 October 2023 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4),

Hudson Institute, USA

The Chinese Telecom Threat

The accent will be on the ways telecommunications

companies controlled by the Chinese Communist Party

pose a uniquely pervasive threat to American national

security. The threat extends beyond America’s borders

and is an international problem since countries across

the globe – including those that host US military bases

– have turned to Chinese companies like Huawei for

telecom equipment, services, and infrastructure.
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Learn more about the event at [Hudson Institute].

12 October 2023 @ 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-

Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Intra-trade of Indonesian Halal Food

Products within ASEAN

The discussion will cover the economic factors that can

increase intra-industry trade of halal products within

ASEAN. Also, there will be considered such steps to

increase intra-halal food trade within the association:

(1) linking industrial production activities with halal

food trade, both within ASEAN and outside the region;

(2) expanding market diversification for halal food

products in certain countries/regions or products; (3)

strengthening specialization of halal food products; (4)

reducing regulations on halal food products internally

and with other ASEAN countries to ensure regulations

are harmonized, especially halal certification between

ASEAN countries.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS].

12 October 2023 @ 2:00 - 4:30 p.m. (GMT+8),

Philippine Institute for Development Studies, The

Philippines

Nourishing Our Future through Food

Security and Nutrition

The event will focus on the actual problems in the field

of food security and nutrition.

Learn more about the event at [Philippine Institute for

Development Studies].

12 October 2023 @ 12:00 - 1:15 p.m. (GMT-4), Ash

Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation,

USA

The Past, Present, and Future of State -

Business Relations in China: Learning

from Comparisons

The focus will be on the aspect of China's political

economy through the historical prism. Also, there will

be made comparison of China with Japan and

Indonesia.
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Learn more about the event at [Ash Center].

13 October 2023 @ 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),  USA

A Conversation with Singapore Deputy

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong

This event is dedicated to the relationship between

Singapore and the United States. It focuses on the

discussion of the actual political and economic

challenges.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

13 October 2023 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

Competing visions? American, Chinese,

and European perspectives on the future

of the international system

The key point of the discussion will be a nuanced

analysis of the global landscape from the perspectives

of the United States, China, and Europe. This

conversation  covers consideration of such matter as:

(1) changes China, the European Union, and the United

States would like to make to existing rules, norms, and

institutions; (2) the positions where the respective

visions of these states overlap and where – diverge; (3)

the possibility to reconcile the differences in

viewpoints between these actors.

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

13 October 2023 @ 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. (GMT+1),

Overseas Development Institute, UK

Strengthening MDBs: the triple agenda

The goal of the event is consideration such questions

as: (1) adopting a triple mandate of eliminating

extreme poverty, boosting shared prosperity and

contributing to global public goods; (2) tripling

sustainable lending levels by 2030; and (3) creating a

third funding mechanism which would permit flexible

and innovative arrangements for purposefully

engaging with investors who are willing to support

elements of the MDB agenda.
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Learn more about the event at [ODI].

13 October 2023 @ 5:00-6:30 p.m. (GMT+1), Center

for Global Development, UK

MDB Evolution: How to Make MDBs Work

as a System

The main goal of the discussion is to find out the ways

in which the multilateral development banks (MDBs)

can evolve to meet growing global crises and work

together better to advance the provision and

protection of global and regional public goods and

improve development outcomes.

Learn more about the event at [Center for Global

Development].

16 October 2023 @ 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Stimson Center,USA

A Conversation with U.S. Navy

Comptroller Hon. Russell Rumbaugh

The focus of the conversation will be made on the

plans of the United States Navy to expand its fleet and

orient its capabilities towards near-peer adversaries.

The biggest issues in this area planned to discuss are

the key financial challenges facing the US Navy and

exploration of the ways Navy leadership is tackling

strategic imperatives.

Learn more about the event at [Stimson Center].

16 October 2023 @ 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

The price cap on Russian oil: Is it working?

The main question of the discussion will be

effectiveness of price cap on Russian oil as the

measure which is the part of the sanctions package

imposed on the Russian Federation because of the war

it unleashed against Ukraine.

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].
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16 October 2023 @ 8 - 9:15 a.m. (GMT+9), Asia

Society, Australia

Japan-U.S. Relations and the U.S.

Presidential Election

The goal of the event is to discuss Japan-U.S. Relations

and the possible challenges in the Asia region because

of elections coming up: the Taiwan presidential

election in January, the South Korean general elections

in April, and a leadership race for Japan’s ruling Liberal

Democratic Party in September, also, the United States

presidential election in November.

Learn more about the event at [Asia Society].

16 October 2023 @ 11:00 - 11:50 a.m. (GMT-4),

American Enterprise Institute,  USA

Peace in the Pacific: A Conversation with

Former Indo-Pacific Commanders

The main goal of the discussion will be finding out the

actions which are needed to help maintain the Indo-

Pacific region’s stability.

Learn more about the event at [American Enterprise

Institute].

16 October 2023 @ 8:00 p.m. (GMT+9), Institute for

Economics and Peace,  Australia

Data for Peace Conference 2023: Data and

Terrorism, Challenges, Risks and

Opportunities

There will be discussed the problem of terrorism

threat globally, countering and preventing violent

extremism conducive to terrorism, and what resources

are needed to do so, also considering risks at stake.

Learn more about the event at [Institute for Economics

and Peace].

17 October 2023 @ 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),  USA

The U.S. Coast Guard in an Era of Great

Power Competition with ADM Linda L.
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Fagan

The discussion will pay attention to the role of the U.S.

Coast Guard in the emerging great power competition

in the Indo-Pacific and around the world. Also, the

speakers will cover such topics as operations in the

High North and the new Polar Security Cutter, the

Coast Guard’s role in the Maritime Transportation

System, and recent operations such as the search for

the submersible Titan and the response to the 2023

Hawaii Wildfires.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

17 October 2023 @ 3:00 – 3:45 p.m. (GMT-4), Center

for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), USA

UK’s First Sea Lord on the Royal Navy

The event focuses on the modern issues facing the

Royal Navy, including recruitment and retention, the

UK’s role in the Indo-Pacific, and continued response to

the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

17 October 2023 @ at 10:30 a.m. (GMT-7), Hoover

Institution, USA

Emerging Threats, Innovation, and

Security

The discussion will be focused on the topic of security

and the challenges to provide it because of appearing

new technologies.

Learn more about the event at [Hoover Institution].

17 October 2023 @ 2:00 pm - 3:30 p.m. (GMT+8),

ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS), Singapore

Economic Recovery in APEC Economies

Amid Uncertainties

The speakers will discuss such important issues as (1)

the main risks identified by regional policy experts in

the State of the Region Report by the Pacific Economic

Cooperation Council (PECC); (2) the progress of APEC

economies in supporting the multilateral trading
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system and also in promoting economic integration

during APEC USA 2023; (3) recent achievements in

promoting connectivity, digitalisation and innovation in

the region; (4) the ways APEC economies can continue

to promote inclusivity, promote environmental

sustainability, and mitigate the impacts of climate

change.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS].

18 October 2023 @ at 10 a.m. (GMT-4), Atlantic

Council, USA

Combating food insecurity and

malnutrition: A national security

imperative

Food security is vital for global security, however there

is a lot of challenges destabilizing global food systems,

supplies, and distribution. This discussion seeks to

elevate global food insecurity as a key international

security call and discuss possible ways for building

more resilient, stable food and health systems that can

withstand shocks and emerging security threats.

Learn more about the event at [Atlantic Council].

18 October 2023 @ 6 – 7 p.m. (GMT+11), Australian

Institute of International Affairs, Australia

The Echidna Strategy: Australia’s Search

for Power and Peace

The discussion will be based on the findings of the

book “The Echidna Strategy”. There will be considered

a bolder Australian foreign policy, with three goals:

leadership in the Pacific; a much stronger relationship

with Indonesia; and a regional order centred on a

gathering of its great powers.

Learn more about the event at [Australian Institute of

International Affairs].

18 October 2023 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-

Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS),  Singapore

Money for Madani? Anwar Ibrahim’s

Budget 2024
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The topic of the webinar is Malaysia’s Budget 2024. The

questions will be raised are the ones arising from the

principal accounting function of the federal budget,

and the allocations, taxes, incentives, and policies.

Some of the issues to which Budget 2024 addresses:

(1) the continuing challenges of generating growth,

stewarding public finance, increasing productivity and

income, and promoting the energy transition and

industrial transformation; (2) amelioration of the rising

cost of living, foster equitable distribution, and assist

vulnerable groups.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS].

18 October 2023 @ 9:00-10:00 a.m. (GMT-4), Stimson

Center, USA

The National Unity Government’s

Revenue Denial Strategy

The webinar will raise the political problems in

Myanmar and consider the revenue denial strategy of

National Unity Government and its impact on the

Myanmar military.

Learn more about the event at [Stimson Center].

18 October 2023 @ 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. (GMT-4), The

Brookings Institution, USA

AI in employment and hiring: A fireside

chat with EEOC Chair Charlotte A. Burrows

The event will concentrate on the topic of development

and use of artificial intelligence (AI) in recruitment,

hiring, retention, promotion, performance tracking,

and dismissal. Also, there will be presented a new

project directed to developing tools and resources to

aid in the design and development of anti-racist, and

non-discriminatory AI in areas that include

employment, education, health care, and criminal

justice.

Learn more about the event at [Brookings].

19 October 2023 @ 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (GMT-4),

Center for Strategic and International Studies

(CSIS), USA
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Digital Trade, Supply Chains, and

Economic Security: Perspectives from

Taipei and Washington

The conference will cover the issues critical to U.S.-

Taiwan relations, including the new frontiers trade and

the digital economy, building resilient supply chains,

and preparing for and guarding against economic

coercion.

Learn more about the event at [CSIS].

19 October 2023 @ 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. (GMT+8), ISEAS-

Yusof Ishak Institute (ISEAS),  Singapore

Weaker Claimants’ Responses to China’s

Coercion in the South China Sea: A

Comparative Analysis

The accent will be on the tensions causing by China in

the South China Sea. The two key questions covering

by the webinar are strategies employing by weaker

nations to counter Chinese coercion and their

effectiveness.

Learn more about the event at [ISEAS].

19 October 2023 @ 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. (GMT-4),

Stimson Center, USA

Cascading Disasters and Vulnerable

Infrastructure in the Himalaya: Placing

the Sikkim and Melamchi Floods in

Context

The discussion is devoted to the Himalayan region,

precisely – to the climate disasters taken place there.

The experts will try to find out the best actions and

policies to reduce vulnerability and promote resilience

to these challenges. Also, there will be introduced new

collaborative effort to develop monitoring and early

warning processes for cascading disasters and

extreme flow events in the Himalayan region. 

Learn more about the event at [Stimson Center].

19 October 2023 @ 3:00 p.m. (GMT+2), Institute for

Economics and Peace, Zimbabwe
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IFPSP 2024 Initial Conference

The main goal of the webinar is exploration of the

impact of tensions both external to and internal to the

institutions charged with supporting and maintaining

our current world order.

Learn more about the event at [Institute for Economics

and Peace].

19 October 2023 @ 11:30 a.m. (GMT+10), Institute

for Economics and Peace, Australia

Humanitarian on the Fringes: New

Innovations, Research and Systems

The discussion will reveal such aspects as: (1) palliative

care in humanitarian crises; (2) creating a web-based

collaborative public portal that would disseminate in

real-time early warnings, risks analyses, and policy

recommendations, produced by different human

rights and humanitarian (I)NGOs, in relation to pending

or ongoing conflicts; (3) the value and impact of

international humanitarian law knowledge and

training; (4) the emerging technology which can be

harnessed for collective impact.

Learn more about the event at [Institute for

Economics and Peace].

Recent book releases

Adam Oliver, A Political Economy of Behavioural

Public Policy, Cambridge University Press, 236 pages,

published February 23, 2023. For a review, see [LSE].

Janaki Srinivasan, The Political Lives of Information:

Information and the Production of Development in

India, MIT Press, 274 pages, published October 4,

2022, reviewed in [LSE].

Callie Wilkinson, Empire of Influence: The East India

Company and the Making of Indirect Rule, Cambridge

University Press, 262 pages, published March 30, 2023.

The book is reviewed in [Asian Review of Books].

Calls

Inovine Meetings LLC cordially invites paper

proposals for the World Summit on Renewable Energy,

https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-jhl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-jhl/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-jhr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-jhr/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-jhy/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-jhj/
https://email.cpg-online.de/t/d-l-vikhjkl-l-jht/


Sustainability and Environmental Engineering taking

place on April 22-23, 2024. The deadline for abstract

submission is October 18, 2023. For more information,

see [Renewable Energy Conference].

The Association for Philosophy and Literature and

Gettysburg College invites paper proposals for the

conference Borders/Freedom/Civility,” to be held June

12-15, 2024. The deadline for abstract submission is

December 21, 2023. For more information, see

[Association for Philosophy and Literature].

Jobs and Positions

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

an Office Manager to be based in Bangkok, Thailand.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [CPG].

The German-Southeast Asian Center of Excellence

for Public Policy and Good Governance (CPG) seeks

an Asia Weekly Regional Editor (South-, Southeast-,

or East Asia) to be based in Remote Working.

Applications are accepted until and open until filled.

More information is provided as [CPG].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Driver to be based in Kinshasa,

Democratic Republic of the Congo. Applications are

accepted until October 19, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Programme Officer to be based in

Karachi, Pakistan. Applications are accepted until

October 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Programme Assistant to be based in

Karachi, Pakistan. Applications are accepted until

October 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Technical Analyst to be based in

Jakarta, Indonesia. Applications are accepted until

October 19, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) seeks a Senior Humanitarian Affairs Officer

to be based in Syria. Applications are accepted until
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October 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNDP].

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Programme Policy Officer to be based in Democratic

Republic of the Congo. Applications are accepted until

not specified. More information is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Conflict

Sensitivity Officer to be based in not specified.

Applications are accepted until November 6, 2023.

More information is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a

Protection and Accountability to Affected People

Officer to be based in not specified. Applications are

accepted until November 6, 2023. More information is

provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Talent

Acquisition Associate to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Applications are accepted until October 31, 2023. More

information is provided as [WFP]. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) seeks a Finance

Associate to be based in Budapest, Hungary.

Applications are accepted until not specified. More

information is provided as [WFP]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Senior consultant, to be based in Kigali, Rwanda

and Remote Work. Applications are accepted until

October 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNICEF].

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

a Technical Specialist, to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.

Applications are accepted until October 19, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

Regional Chief Advocacy & Communications, to be

based in Bangkok, Thailand. Applications are accepted

until October 16, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNICEF]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

an Executive Associate, to be based in Dhaka,

Bangladesh. Applications are accepted until October

19, 2023. More information is provided as [UNICEF]. 

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) seeks

an Education Specialist, to be based in Diffa, Niger.

Applications are accepted until October 17, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNICEF]. 
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The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an an

Senior HR Associate, to be based in Cairo, Egypt.

Applications are accepted until October 18, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks an

Epidemiologist, to be based in Lyon, France.

Applications are accepted until October 27, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Project Assistant, to be based in Lyon, France.

Applications are accepted until October 27, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

National Consultant, to be based in Bucharest,

Romania. Applications are accepted until October 19,

2023. More information is provided as [WHO]. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) seeks a

Health Cluster Coordinator, to be based in Syria.

Applications are accepted until October 19, 2023. More

information is provided as [WHO].

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Interpreter to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.

Applications are accepted until October 16, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a Senior

Program Management Officer to be based in

Panama City, Panama. Applications are accepted until

November 3, 2023. More information is provided as

[UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks an

Editorial Assistant to be based in New York, United

States. Applications are accepted until November 2,

2023. More information is provided as [UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Finance and Budget Assistant to be based in Abyei,

Sudan. Applications are accepted until October 17,

2023. More information is provided as [UN]. 

The United Nations Secretariate (UN) seeks a

Research Assistant to be based in Gebze, Turkey.

Applications are accepted until October 17, 2023. More

information is provided as [UN]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Deputy Director of Finances, to be based in

Afghanistan. Applications are accepted until January 8,

2024. More information is provided as [IRC]. 
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The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Grants Coordinator, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until December 4, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Budget Officer, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until December 4, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks an

Anti-Trafficking Community Engagement

Coordinator, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until December 4, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC]. 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) seeks a

Staff Attorney, to be based in United States.

Applications are accepted until December 4, 2023.

More information is provided as [IRC]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a Procurement Assistant, to be based in Islamabad,

Pakistan. Applications are accepted until October 19,

2023. More information is provided as [FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an International Aquaculture Trainer Expert, to be

based in Banjul, Gambia. Applications are accepted

until October 21, 2023. More information is provided

as [FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

an Agriculture-based Livelihood Hub Specialist, to

be based in Syria. Applications are accepted until

October 19, 2023. More information is provided as

[FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a National Data Management Specialist, to be based

in Wewak, Papua New Guinea. Applications are

accepted until October 19, 2023. More information is

provided as [FAO]. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) seeks

a National Procurement Specialist, to be based in

Tajikistan. Applications are accepted until October 19,

2023. More information is provided as [FAO]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks an Agriculture & Forest Finance

consultant, to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.

Applications are accepted until November 1, 2023.

More information is provided as [UNEP]. 
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The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a Science Writer, to be based in Nairobi,

Kenya. Applications are accepted until October 16,

2023. More information is provided as [UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks an Evaluation Consultant, to be based

in Nairobi, Kenya. Applications are accepted until

October 24, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a National Project Facilitator, to be

based in Paris, France and Cameroon. Applications are

accepted until November 3, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNEP]. 

The United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) seeks a communication Consultant, to be

based in Geneva, Switzerland. Applications are

accepted until October 18, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNEP]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a User Experience Designer, to be

based in Copenhagen, Denmark. Applications are

accepted until October 18, 2023. More information is

provided as [UNOPS].

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an Administration Senior Associate,

to be based in Kyiv, Ukraine. Applications are accepted

until October 19, 2023. More information is provided

as [UNOPS]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Project Manager, to be based in

Yaounde, Cameroon and Kinshasa, Democratic

Republic of the Congo. Applications are accepted until

November 6, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNOPS]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks a Driver, to be based in Nairobi, Kenya.

Applications are accepted until October 20, 2023. More

information is provided as [UNOPS]. 

The United Nations Office for Project Services

(UNOPS) seeks an ICT Analyst, to be based in

Cotabato, Philippines. Applications are accepted until

October 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[UNOPS]. 

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Program Assistant, to

be based in Bujumbura, Burundi. Applications are
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accepted until October 17, 2023. More information is

provided as [WB]. 

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Driver, to be based in

Cotonou, Benin. Applications are accepted until

October 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[WB]. 

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Country Security

Specialist, to be based in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

Applications are accepted until October 24, 2023. More

information is provided as [WB]. 

The World Bank (WB) seeks an Education Specialist,

to be based in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Applications are

accepted until October 18, 2023. More information is

provided as [WB]. 

The World Bank (WB) seeks a Senior IT Assistant, to

be based in Paris, France. Applications are accepted

until October 22, 2023. More information is provided

as [WB]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Deputy Director, to be based in Valencia,

Spain. Applications are accepted until October 18,

2023. More information is provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Programme Manager, to be based in Rome,

Italy. Applications are accepted until October 18, 2023.

More information is provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks an Emergency Coordinator, to be based in

Bamako, Mali. Applications are accepted until October

18, 2023. More information is provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Mental Health and Psychosocial Support

Officer, to be based in Banjul, Gambia. Applications

are accepted until October 18, 2023. More information

is provided as [IOM]. 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM)

seeks a Laboratory Manager, to be based in

N'Djamena, Chad. Applications are accepted until

October 18, 2023. More information is provided as

[IOM]. 

University of the District of Columbia in District of

Columbia, United States is inviting applications for an

Adjunct Professor. Application submission deadline is

not specified. For more details, see [University of the

District of Columbia]. 
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Political Science program at SUNY Oswego in New

York, United States is inviting applications for an

Assistant Professor in Political Theory. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [SUNY Oswego]. 

University of Missouri Kansas City in Missouri,

United States is inviting applications for an Adjunct

Instructor. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [University of Missouri

Kansas City]. 

Chapman University in California, United States is

inviting applications for a Lecturer of Disability

Studies. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Chapman University]. 

Department of History, Philosophy, Politics, and

Economics at Purdue University Northwest in

Indiana, United States is inviting applications for a

Lecturer of Economics. Application submission

deadline is open until filled. For more details, see

[Purdue University Northwest]. 

Framingham State University in Massachusetts,

United States is inviting applications for a Tenure-

Track Assistant Faculty of Political Science.

Application submission deadline is not specified. For

more details, see [Framingham State University]. 

Department of Political Science at Syracuse

University in New York, United States is inviting

applications for an Assistant Professor in American

Politics. Application submission deadline is open until

filled. For more details, see [Syracuse University]. 

Department of Crop, Soil, and Environmental

Sciences in the College of Agriculture at Auburn

University in Alabama, United States is inviting

applications for an Associate Professor in Pedology

and Land Use. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Auburn University]. 

Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences at

Colgate University in New York, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Human Cognition. Application submission deadline is

not specified. For more details, see [Colgate

University]. 

Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences at

Colgate University in New York, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

Affective Science. Application submission deadline is

not specified. For more details, see [Colgate

University]. 
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Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences at

Colgate University in New York, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor in

American Politics, Political Science. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [Colgate University]. 

Heinz College of Information Systems and Public

Policy at Carnegie Mellon University in

Pennsylvania, United States is inviting applications for

an Adjunct Instructor. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see

[Carnegie Mellon University]. 

University of Hong Kong in Hong Kong is inviting

applications for a Postdoctoral Fellow. Application

submission deadline is November 30, 2023. For more

details, see [University of Hong Kong]. 

Department of Marine Science within the Gupta

College of Science at Coastal Carolina University in

South Carolina, United States is inviting applications

for an Assistant Professor of Physical

Oceanography. Application submission deadline is

open until filled. For more details, see [Coastal Carolina

University]. 

Department of Marine Science within the Gupta

College of Science at Coastal Carolina University in

South Carolina, United States is inviting applications

for an Assistant Professor of Marine Chemistry.

Application submission deadline is open until filled. For

more details, see [Coastal Carolina University]. 

Anna Maria College in Massachusetts, United States is

inviting applications for a Philosophy Adjunct

Faculty. Application submission deadline is not

specified. For more details, see [Anna Maria College]. 

Loyola University Chicago School of Law in Illinois,

United States is inviting applications for an Assistant

Professor of Constitutional Law. Application

submission deadline is not specified. For more details,

see [Loyola University Chicago]. 

Division of Engineering and the Center for

Interacting Urban Networks  at New York

University Abu Dhabi in United Arab Emirates is

inviting applications for a Research Associate in the

Division of Engineering. Application submission

deadline is not specified. For more details, see [New

York University Abu Dhabi]. 

Juniata College in Pennsylvania, United States is

inviting applications for an Assistant Professor of

Computer Science. Application submission deadline is
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open until filled. For more details, see [Juniata

College]. 

he Williams College Department of Political Science

in Massachusetts, United States is inviting applications

for a Visiting Assistant Professor in Comparative

Politics Position. Application submission deadline is

not specified. For more details, see [Williams College]. 

The Institute Laue-Langevin Grenoble is accepting

applications for a European Projects Officer based in

France until October 29, 2023. More information can

be found at [ILLl]. 

Centre for Research on Multinational Corporations

is accepting applications for a Tech Mergers Project

Coordinator based in Amsterdam or Brussels until

October 13, 2023. More information can be found at

[SOMO]. 

European Molecular Biology Laboratory is accepting

applications for a Personal Assistant to the Head of

International Relations based in Heidelberg, Germany

until November 1, 2023. More information can be

found at [EMBL]. 

The International Institute for Democracy and

Electoral Assistance is accepting applications for a

Project Financial Officer based in Stockholm, Sweden

until October 24, 2023. More information can be found

at [International IDEA]. 

Clean Air Fund is accepting applications for a Portfolio

Manager based in Brussels, London or Warsaw until

October 12, 2023. More information can be found at

[Clean Air Fund]. 

European Automobile Manufacturers Association is

accepting applications for an Executive Head of Policy

and Strategy based in Brussels, Belgium until

November 13, 2023. More information can be found at

[ACEA]. 

European Association of Hospital Pharmacists is

accepting applications for a Managing Director based

in Brussels, Belgium until January 22, 2024. More

information can be found at [EAHP]. 

European Waste Management Association is

accepting applications for a Technical Officer based in

Brussels, Belgium until not specified. More information

can be found at [FEAD]. 

Eurodiaconia is accepting applications for a

Membership Officer based in Brussels, Belgium until
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October 15, 2023. More information can be found at

[Eurodiaconia]. 

InterSearch Executive Consultants is accepting

applications for a Director based in Frankfurt am Main,

Germany until not specified. More information can be

found at [InterSearch Executive Consultants]. 

University of Maryland Baltimore is accepting

applications for an Assistant Professor of International

Relations based in Catonsville, Maryland until October

15, 2023. More information can be found at [University

of Maryland Baltimore]. 

Air University is accepting applications for a Professor

of Military and Security Studies based in Montgomery,

Alabama until not specified. More information can be

found at [Air University]. 

University of Illinois Chicago is accepting

applications for an Executive Communications Officer

based in Chicago, Illinois until not specified. More

information can be found at [University of Illinois

Chicago]. 

Trident Technical College is accepting applications for

a Political Science Adjunct Instructor based in

Charleston County until not specified. More

information can be found at [Trident Technical

College]. 

Washington and Lee University is accepting

applications for an Assistant Professor of Politics based

in Lexington, VA until July 1, 2024. More information

can be found at [Washington and Lee University]. 

Asian Development Bank Headquarters is accepting

applications for a Senior Social Development Specialist

based in Philippines until October 10, 2023. More

information can be found at [ADB]. 
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We would greatly appreciate your feedback! Please

send any feedback you have regarding this newsletter

to: info@cpg-online.de

Also, don't forget to Like CPG on Facebook, and

browse our website for other updates and news! 
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